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*lli;  WaUer  Dnnoan,  merbhant.  Glauow, 

TtB  Birikt  Hon.  Willism  OoUlDa,  Lord 
PriiTOBt  of  the  City  of  Glasgow,     • 
William  Galbiraitli,  merahant*  Glavgow, 
John  Hart,  late  lianlur.  Glaagow, 
Oao^ge  W.  Clark,  merchant,  Glaagow, 
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BcT.  John  Headilck,  Sandbank, 
Dnncan  IfNicoI,  Dnnoon, 
Dr.  Bobert  Williamson,  Kxngarth,  . 
Alexander  F.  Buaaell,  lUlmodan, 

>,     William  Lander,  Strachnr, 
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8  K)  11  — 

-  —  11  — 

8  10  11  — 


16  18    iO    -- 

16 

15  17 

—  18    20    — 


Kr.  JaL  W.  Uacgregor,  f enar.  Sandbank, 

„  Walter  BiddeU,  boat^hirer.  DnnooD, . 

Bobert  M 'Alliater,  farmer.  Mid  Aaoog, 

Bute,  •       •       •       •       • 

Dnncan  White,  house  steward,  Soath 

HaUjKilmodan,      .        .       .       .        -----    11    —    16    —    —    — 

„  Areh.  Weir,  inspector  of  poor,  Stmohnr,  -    3    -    7    10    11    —    —    18    20    ^ 
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-  3    -    8    10    11    —    15    18    20    — 

-  3    -. U    -    15 


*  Elected  to  sit  for  Presbytery  of  Madras.    See  page  xxtI. 
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Presbytery  of  Invtraray.         12846  6  7      8  9  10  11 

Rev.  John  Stewart;  ArdriBhaig,        .        .        -3-_  —  n  —  15  —  —  — 

„      Maloolm  M'Fhail,  Kilmartin,  .       .        2    3    5    7  ~  11  —  15  18  20  — 

„      John  Clarke,  Minard,       .       .        .       2    3    6    8  10  11  —  15  —  —  — 

Elden. 

Mf.  John  Somcrville,  f euar,  Ardriihu^  .       -    4    -    -  —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

„   Peter  Binolair,  merchant,  Solmartm,         -    3    -    -  . —  11  —  15  —  ^  — 

„   Murdoch  Boas,  National  Bank,  Edin.,        2    3    6  10  11  —  15  —  —  — 

Pra^itry  of  KifUyre, 

Bey.  Duncan  Graham,  Campbeltown,             -    3    -    7  9  11  —  —  18  20  — 

„      Dugald  M*Cormiok,  Loohranza,        .        1    3    -    -  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 

„      Hugh  Hunro,  EilmQrie,   .        .       .        -3--  9  —  —  15^-^  — 

Eldera. 

Mr.  George  Mitchell,  dyer,  Campbeltown,       --6-  —  —  —  15  —  —  — 

Captain  Archibald  M'Millan,  Lochranza, .        -._--  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Mr.  John  Murray,  solicitor,  Campbeltown,        -    4    5    -  9  12  14  16  —  —  22 

PrubyUry  of  Jatay, 

Bey.  Donald  M'Masteri  KUdalton^  .       .       •    3    -    7  9  11  ~  15  18  20 ' — 

Elder, 

Mr.  Dan.  D.  Adamson,  shipowner,  Greenock,    2    3    -    >  9  11  --  15  18  20  — 

Prabytery  of  Lcm, 

Bey.  Donald  M*Gilliyrav,  Kilninver,       .       2    3    -    7  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 

„      Duncan  C.  Ross,  Appin,  .        .        .        -3--  9  11  —  —  —  —  — 

„      Thomas  M'Eenzie,  Muokaim, .               .3--  9^_i5_20  — 

Elden, 

]&.  Alexander  Brown,  banker,  Oban,       .        .-._  —  xi  —  15  —  —  — 

„    Angus  M*Dougall,  builder,  Oban,       .        -.357  —  U—  15  —  —  -« 

Dr.  Arohibald  M*Kay,  Appin,  .        .                ..__  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 


Presbytery  of  MuU, 

Bey.  Charles  Boss,  Tobermory,         .        .        -    3    -    -      9   11  —    16    18    20    — 

^      Alexander  M^Leod,  Strontian, .        .        --6-911  —    15    —    ^    — 

„      John  Blacklock,  Boss  and  lona,  -    3    6  9    11  —    15    17    19    21 

Elders, 

Mr.  Neil  M'Leod,  merchant,  Greenock,  .  1  3  5  -  9  11  —  15  18  20  21 
„  Hugh  Buie.  plumber,  Greenock,  .  -3.^  9  11^15  —  —  — . 
„   i^bert  Coithart,  fanner,  Achatury, 

Ardnamurchan,       .       .       .       .        -----    —    —  —    —    —    _    

Synod  of  Pertli  and  Bttrling:. 
Prtibytery  of  Stirling. 

Ber.  Samuel  Niven,  Bannockbun.  .       .       -8--—.    —  —    15    —    

„      Dayid  D.  Ormond,  Craigs,  Stirling,        -4--      9U14    16    —    —    22 


George  Milne,  Alloa,  .  .  .  -  4  -  -  9  12  14  16  —  —  22 
James  "W.  Harper,  Alloa,  .  .  -  4  -  -  —  12  14  16  —  —  22 
Bobert  TumbuH,  Cambusbarron.     .       -    4    -    -     -9    12    14    16    18    20    


*» 
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'*     Dr.  Alexander  Beith  (StirUng),  3  St 
Bernard's  Crescent,  Edinburgh;    . 
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3fr.  Jas.  Come,  joiner,  RaimoekbnrD,  -    -    _    g  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

.,  Williain  Okllander,  miiaionaiy,  AII0&,  ____  —  —  —  —  —  —..^ 

.,  JuMi  Me]roM»  cftsbier,  Gunbnsbarron,  -    -    6    -  9  12  14.  16  17  19  22 

^  John  Anderson,  residenter,  Stirling, .  ^    4    -    -  912  14  —  —  —  — 

„  IliomM  Biydie,  bank  agent,  Alloa,    .  ---_  —  _  —  —  —  —  — 

„  Robert  Dawaon,  mannfactiirer,  Alva,  -    -    .    -  9  12  I4  16  —  ~  — 

PretbyUry  of  Dunblane, 

Ber.  Andrew  Bogle,  Callander,         .  -3-8  9  —  —  15  —  —  — 

„     Maleolm  MTeas,  Oartmore,                               '^  *^ 
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„     John  a  Bowie,  Dunblane,        .  _4--9___    —    18    20    — 

„     Geoige  Boee,  Bncklyirie,  .  -    4    -    -      9    12    14    16    —    —    — 

Mr.  A.  M^Kangbton,  bank  agent,  Callander,  >    3    -    ~    —    12    13    16    —    —    — 

,.  Jamea  Sinclair,  confectioner,  Stirling,  -._-_    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

„  Ales.  'Wilion,  mannfacturer,  Dunblane,  - 

„  0.  Beith,  Balloclmeck  House,  Bucklyvie,  1 

Presbytery  of  Dunheld. 

Ber.  John  Stewart,  Pitlocbry, 
H    DaTid  D.  M*Iaaae,  Kirkmicbael, 

.,    Alexander  Gordon,  Letbendy,         .  2 

,.    Archibald  C.  Sutberland,  Stratbbraan,  - 

EUtere. 

Mr/Gcoige  Gordon,  of  Donavourd,  .  -    4    6    -      9    12    14    16    17    19    ^ 

„  George  F.  Barbour,  of  Bonakeid,  _-.-_      9    —    —    —    17    —    — 
..  inDum  Mackenine,  manufacturer,  Anob- 

teinyen. -    3    -    -    —    12    14    16    17    —    — 

„  Donald  Douglas,  farmer,  Dowally,     .  -3--      9    —    —    —    —    —    — 

Preebyiery  of  BreadaXbane, 

Ber.  Donald  E.  Clarke.  Aborfeldy, .  -    3    -    -      9    11    —    16    17    —    — 

„     John  MaeColl,  Glenljon,         .  2    3    6    7    —    11    —    16    18    20    — 

.,     Donald  J.  Blackay,  Stratbfillan,       .  2    4    -    8      9    12    14    16    17    —  '— 

M     John  MacCallnm,  Ardeonaig,  .  1358    10    11    —    16    —    —    — 
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Hr.  J.  Maekerohar,  bank  agent,  Aberfeldj,  -3--    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

„  John  Canoeron,  farm  manager,  Glenlyon,  -8-7    —    —    —    15    —    —    — 

„  Arch.  Maedougal.  farmer,  Aratalnaig,  ----    —    —    —    —    _    —    — 
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Ser.  Archibald  Campbell,  Enrol, 
„     John  H.  Wells,  Dunbamey, 
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„     James  Gibson,  Fertb, 
,j     David  D.  Bannerman,  Pertb, 
„     John  Ridnnie,  Pertb, 


Elder$, 

Mr.  James  Kaye,  teaober,  Perth,      .  2    -    -    - 

t.  Alexander  LbsdaaT,  derk,  Pertb, 
,,  J.  Peattie,  supenntendent  of  waterworks, 

Pwth, 

n  E.  A.  Stuart  Gray,  of  Kinfauns  and  Gray,  - 

„  James  Gorrie,  dotiiier,  LosieiJmond, 

»  R.  l&lar,  farmer,  Flowerdale,  CoUace,     - 

Pretbytery  of  A  uehterarder. 

Eev.  W.  E.  W.  Brown,  Auobterarder,     .       -3--     9    11    —    15    —    —    — 

.,     Andrew  Donald,  Blackford,     .  -3 912    14    16    —    —    — 

„     L.  C.  M.  Waddsrbum,  Madderty,    .       -    -    -    -     9    12    14    16    17    19    — 
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Mr.  George  StepheD.  watchmaker,  Oomrie.       -    4   -    -  —  12  14  16  18  20 

„  F.  Brown-Dofoglaa,  advocate,  Edinbargh,  -»>-.  9  —  —  —  —  — 

„  Lanchlan  M*f hezvon,  Laggan,  OrieiBE,        -4--  912  14  16-r  — 

Synod  of  FlflBL 

Praibytery  cf  Dtmfemdme, 

£ev.  Jamea  M.  Shiach,  Danfermline,               1    4    -    7  9  12  14  16  17  19 

„      Jamea  Oalder,  Saline,               .                -    3    -    -  9  11  —  --  18  19 

„      D.  W.  B.  Fleming,  OnlroBs,     .                1    3    *    -  9  11  13  16  17  19 

„      John  Brown,  Aberdour,   .        .               .    3    _    .  9  11  •—  16  18  — 

Elden. 

Mr.  'William  Beid,  cashier,  Bmcefield  Houae, 

Dunfermline,        .        .        .                -    -    6    -  -~  11  "—  16  —  -^ 

„  D.  Adamaon,  joiner,  Hillend,  Aberdour,    -3-7  —  —  —  —  —  — 

„  J.  Morgan,  farmer,  Weit  Saline,  Saline,  -3--^  —  —  16^-  — 
„   William  Beid,  jxm.,  manufaotiuer,  Baw- 

bank,  Dunfermline,      .        .        .        -    4    -    -  9  12  14  —  17  19 

PrtAyiery  qf  Kinrtm, 

Bev.  Thomaa  OiUiaon,  Foaaoway,      .        .        13--911-*15  18  — 

„i    Alexander  S.  Mitch^  OrweU,                .3..911  —  15  —  — 

Elden, 

Bfr.  Alex.  Nerval^  Wright,  Bumbling  Bridge,   -3--  —  —  —  —  -^  — 

„  Laurence  Greig,  weaver,  Milnathort, .        -3..  9  —  .—  15  J.^ 

Pre$bifterff  of  Kirkealdy. 

Bev.  G.  Campbell,  Kennoway,  Windygatea,    2    3    5    8  10  11  —  16  18  20 


2    4    -    -    —  12    14  16    17    —    — 

-46-     9  12    14  16    17    19    22 

-3--     9  —    —  16    17    2021 

-3 ' 16 — 

-3- 11    —  1518 


„  William  Agnew,  Galatown, 

„  Charlea  Shaw,  Enghoni. . 

„  George  F.  Knight,  East  Wemyss, 

„  Dr.  David  Oouper,  BumtlBland, 

^  Donald  Feigusson,  Leven, 

Elders, 

Mr.  Patrick  Don  Swan,  Provost  of  Kirkcaldy,  --6-  —  12  14  16  ~—  ^ 

f,  M.  Beveridge,  manufacturer,  Kirkcaldy,  >-6-  —  —  —  15—    —  — 
„   Thomas   Kay,  manufacturer,  Pathhead, 

Kirkcaldy, -36-9  —  —  15  17—  — 

„  William  Greig,  farmer.  Balgedie,  Leslie,   -3--  9  12  ~>  16  —    —  — 

„  Alexander  Swan,  merchant,  Kinghom,      -    4    -    -  9  12  14  16  —    —  — 
„  John  Gibson,  Scottish  Ckmst  Missionary, 

BumtisUnd,         .                .       .        -    3    -    -  —  U  13  —  18    20  — 

PretbyUry  0/  Ch^r. 

Bev.  Alexander  M'Kenxie,  Falkland,  -    3   -    8  9  12  13  16  18  20  22 

„      Nathan  Cosh,  Strathmiglo,      .  .        ----  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

„      John  Laird,  Cupar,  .  -    -    6    -  9  12  14  16  17  20  — 

„      John  Murray,  Dairsie,  -    4    -    -  9  12  14  16  17  —  — 

Elden. 

Mr.  Jamea  Fleming,  merchant,  Cupar«     .       -4--    —    1214    16    —    —  

„  Jamea  Geddes,  fanner,  Broombrae,  Auch- 

termuchtv,  •        .        •        •        .        -3--912    14    16    —    ^—  — 

„  Jamea  Kennedy,  clothier,  Strathmiglo^     .3-.     9^..'  —   .^_  

Captain  John  Mak^,Kemback,      .        .       -3--    —    111315— ,  —  — 

Praibytery  of  St,  Andrews. 

Bev.  James  B.  Irvine,  Strathkinness,  -36-  9  —  —  15  17  2022 

„      Lewis  Davidson,  St.  Andrews,  -    4    6    -  9  12  14  16  17  20    22 

Alexander  Gregory,  Anstruther,  -?---  —  12  14  16  17  19    — 

Fra&ciaB.Bar^,  Cambee,      .  -    4    6    8  9  12  14  16  17  19    22 
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Gdef. 

Mr.  Dand  niom,  joiner,  Strathkinnen,  . 
,,   John  Milne,  arehiteot,  St.  Andrews, 
„   James  Morris,  fanner,  Anstruther 
„   W.  T.  JamieMm,  solicitor,  Anstruther, 
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Synod  of  AngiiB  and  HtexiLB. 


Preabytery  of  Meigle, 


RcT.  Alexander  M'Pherson,  Meigle, 
„     Thomas  Bain,  Ooupar-Ansus, 

Archibald  Ferguson,  Aljth, 
M     Jsmes  W.  Simpson,  Glenisla, 


Sldera. 

Kr.  Jsmes  Ferguson,  farmer,  Ballonie, 
Ooapar-Angns,     .... 
M  John  Flndlaj,  merchant,  Alyth, 
..  John  M'Kenzie,  Alriok,  Glenisla, 
..  Alexander  Crowe,  Galabank, 
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Presbytery  of  Forfar, 


Bct.  John  D.  Fisher,  Aberlemno, 
M    Robert  Boss,  Forfar, 
,.    William  Boy,  Kirriemuir, 

Mr.  Geoijie  Wishart,  ooal  merchant,  Forfar, 
M  Patrick  H.  Thorns,  of  Aberlemno, 
t,  Jsmes  Falconer,    farmer,  Culhawk, 
Kimemuir,  ..... 
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4 
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8     9    11    —    16    —    19    - 
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Rer.  JsiMs  A.  Simpson,  Dundee, 

Oavia  Anderson,  Dundee, 

Jobn  Wilson,  Abemyte, 

Arehibsld  Black,  Dundee, 

James  Fenton,  Dundee,    . 

Crawford  Smith,  Monifieth, 

David  M.  Boss,  Dundee, 

John  Kennedy,  Liff, 

Donald  Cook,  Dundee,     . 
,.     Alexander  O.  Laird,  Dundee, 
»     Dr.  Winiam  Wilson,  Edinburgh, 

Eiden. 

Mr.  John  ICller,  fanner,  Omachie,  Moni- 

fteth, 

Robert  J.  Kiven,  insurance  secretary, 

Dundee, 

Robert  H.  Fleming,  merchant,  Dundee, 
J.  Mflne,  Wright,  Ouildy  Den,  Monikie,    - 
Robert  T.  Cunningham,  clerk,  Dundee,     - 
Robert  Dargie,  Newbigging,  Dundee, 
Darid  M.  Watson,  Bullionfield,  Dundee,  - 
William  SmaU,  teacher,  Dundee, 
David  H.  Ferrier,  chemist,  Dundee, 
Donald  Frsser,  coal  merchant,  Dundee,     - 
J,  Cunningham, -manufacturer,  Dundee,    - 
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Preabytery  of  Brechin, 


Rer.  Donaldson  Rose,  Brechin, 
Andrew  Mllwraith,  Lochlee, 
John  Lister,  Montrose,    . 
Dr.  Hugh  Ititchell,  Craig, 
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Mr.  David  Bumi,  residenter,  Brechin,     .  13  6- 

„    Robert  Dake,  manufacturer,  BrecfaiD,  -    4  -    - 

„    Hugh  Alexander,  farmer,  Arrot'B  MiU,  -    -  -    ~ 

„   J.  M'Kenxie,  oom  merchant,  Montrose,  ^    3  ~    ~ 


9  _  —  15  18  19  21 

9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

9  12  14  16  —  —  22 

9  —  —  —  —  —  — 


PrtAyUry  ofArbrocUh, 


Rev.  Jamei  Innes,  Panbride, 

„      John  Robertson,  Arbroath,  - 

„      John  Keith,  Carmylie,     .  .        .        - 

„      Frank  Mudie,  Arbroath,  r 

alders.    ' 

Mr.  William  Salmon,  draper,  Arbroath,   . 
„    Donald  Falconer,  farmer,  Carmylie,  . 
„    G.  L  Fairweather,  mercht.,  Carnoustie,    - 
,,    Alex.  Balfour,  manufacturer,  Arbroath,   - 
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9  12  14  16  —    — 


6    - 


3-8 


PreAytery  of  Pordoun. 


Bey.  Duncan  A.  Mackinnon,  Maxykirk,  .  1  4 

„      Qeorge  Anderson,  St.  Cyrus,   .  -  4 

„      James  Roger,  Benholm,  .        .        .  -  3 

„      Robert  M.  Boyd,  Glenbervie,           .  1  4 

Elder», 

Mr.  Alexander  Don,  merchant,  Fettercun, 

„    G.  G.  Fraser,  advocate,  Aberdeen,     .  -  - 
, ,    John  Martin,  W.S.,  19  Chester  Street, 

Edinburgh, 14 

„    George  Walker,  bookseller,  Montrose,  -  3 


22 

22 


9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

9  12  14  16  17  19  22 

9  12  —  16  —  —  — 

10  11  —  15  —  —  — 


9  12  14  16  17  19  — 

9  12  14  16  -^  —  22 

9  11  —  16  —  —  — 

9  12  14  16  17  19  22 


8      9    12    14    16    —    —    — 


—  -12    14    16    17    —    22 
13    16    —    -    — 


Synod  of  Aberdeen. 

Prtabytery  of  Aberdeen, 


Rev. 


Andrew  Doak,  Aberdeen, 
John  Tainsh,  Aberdeen,    . 
William  Innes,  Skene, 
James  Dewar,  Aberdeen,  . 
Andrew  Macqueen,  Aberdeen, . 
Andrew  D.  Donaldson,  Aberdeen, 
Hector  M.  Adam,  Aberdeen,    . 
Alexander  Simpson,  Torry, 
Charles  A.  Salmond,  Cults,       . 
James  A.  Russel,  Newhills,      . 
Dr.  David  Brown,  Principal  and  Pro 

fessor  of  Theology,  Free  Church 

College,  Aberdeen, 
Dr.  Alexander  Snence,  Aberdeen, 
William  L.  Mitcnell,  Aberdeen,* 
S.  D.  F.  Salmond,  Professor  of  Theo 

logy.  Free  Church  College,  Aber 

deen,     .        •        .        •        • 
Dr.  John  Laidlaw,  Aberdeen,  . 

Mdert* 

Mr.  Robt.  G.  Garvie,  engineer.  Aberdeen, 

„  P.  K.  Bamett,  fishcurer,  Aberdeen,  . 

Colonel  Gravenor  Eirby,  Aberdeen, 

Mr.  A.  Badenooh,  merchant,  Aberdeen,   . 

„  George    Robertson,    coal    merchant, 

Aberdeen, 


»• 

It 

19 

y» 

11 


11 
11 
»i 


ft 


-    -    6    - 
1    _    _    > 


6 
5 


1    -    -    - 


1    3 
-    4 


9  12 

9  12 

9  12 

9  11 

9  12 

9  12 

9  — 

9  12 

10  — 

—  12 


9    — 
—    12 


14  16  17    —  22 

14  16  —    -  — 

14  16  —    —  — 

13  16 — 

14  16  —    —  — 

14  16  —    —  — 

13  —  17    19  22 

—  16  —    —  — 

15 — 

_  16 


—    15    — 
14    16    — 


—    22 


-    -    —    12 
6    8      9    12 


-  -     9 

-  -      9 


-    4    -    -      9 


12 

12 

12 
12 


14    16    —    —    22 
13    16    17    —    — 


14  16  —    —  — 

14  16  —    20  — 

—  15  18    20  — 

14  16 — 

14  16 — 


Mr.  Mitchell  died  after  date  of  election. 
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Xr.  Geozgtf  Bab.   oveneer.    Old    Mill, 

Abeideeu, ___-    —  _______  —  _ 

Dr.  HeDirJaekwn,  Aberdeen,          .        .        -    4    -    -    —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

Mr.  F.  Sdmond,  adyooate,  Aberdeen,       .        i    4    -    -    —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

„  John  Fleming;  merchant,  Aberdeen,  .        -46-    —  12  13  16  —  —  — 

„  D.M'Hardy,  of  Oranford,  Aberdeen,         -    -    .    -    —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

,.  J.  Skinner,  boat-builder,  Aberdeen,   .        _    -    -    -      9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

„  William  Milne,  a  A.,  Aberdeen,        .        -    4    -    -      9  12  14  16  —  —  22 

„  Alex.  Mayor,  architect,  Aberdeen,     .        -    -    -    -      9  12  13  16  —  —  — 

M  James  Dogoid,  advocate.  Aberdeen,  .  -  4  -  -  —  12  14  16  17  19  22 
„  Jamet  Morriaon,  Kotnnda   Cottage, 

Aberdeen, 1    4    -    -     9  12  14  16  17  19  — 

Pm6ytery  0/  Kincardine  O'Ncil, 

Eev.  Alexander  West,  Braes  of  Cromar,  .        ---_      9_-__i5  —  ._-.- 

„    Robert  Reid,  Bancbory-Teman,       .        -    -    -    -      9  12  14  16  17  20  22 

„    James  Smith,  Tarland,     .        .        .        l-_8      9  —  —  15  —  —  — 

..    James  Nicoll,  auny,        .        .                -    -    -    -      9  12  14  16  18  19  22 

Elderfm 

Kr.  James  Bartleman,  farmer,  Clearfield, 

Aboyne, -    4    -    -      9  12  —  16  —  —  22 

..▼.Dickson,  38  York  Place,  Edin.,  .  13--_-_-_i5-_20  22 
Dr.  Chsries  K  Wilwn,  H.M.  Inspector  of 

Schools,  Edinburgh,      .                        -    3    -    -      9  11  14  16  17  20  22 

ICr.  a  Mitcbcll,  advocate,  Aberdeen,      .        1---      9  —  —  15  —  20  — 

Prabytery  of  Alford. 

Be?.  Dr.  W.  P.  Smitb,  Keig  and  Tough,  .        -----  12  14  16  —  —  — 

James  H.  Allan,  Strathdon,     .        .        -    -    -    -      9  12  14  16  17  19  22 


„    Alexander  M.  Forbes,  Towie,   .        .  -    -    -    -  9  12  14  16  — 

Elden, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Lyall  Grant,  of  Kingsf  ord,        .  -    4    -    -  —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

.1  Peter  Logan,  Gosben  Bank,  Kelso,     .  -    3    6    -  9  12  13  16  17  —  22 

M  J.  Bait^  land-steward,  Castle-Forbes,  -3--  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 

Presbytery  of  Oarioeh, 

Ber.  W.  M'Robbie,  LeaMe  and  Premnay,  ----  9  11  —  —  17  2022 

»     Alexander  Yule,  Blaiidaff,       .        .  -    -    -    -  9  12  14  16  17  19  22 

»    David  Carnegie,  Culsalmond,   .  -    -    -    -  9  12  14  16  17  19  22 

„    Qeotge  Bain,  Chapel  of  Gaiioch,      .  --57  9  11  —  15  —  —  — 

Eldert. 

The  Ri^t  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Kintore,        .  -    4    -    -  —  12  14  16  —  19  — 

Mr.  DaTid  Dickson,  Osborne  Bank,  Spy- 
law  Boad,  Edinbui^h,  .                .  -35-9  —  —  15  —  —  22 
,.  John  Harvey,  Park  Terrace,  Stirling,  _    _    _    _  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 
..  James  Bisset.  merchant.  Insoh,  .        .  -    4    -    -  9  12  14  16  17  —  — 

Preabyitry  of  Eilon, 

8ev.  George  Manson,  Slains,     .  -    -    -    -  9  11  —  15  17  20  22 

M     Fstriek  J.  Murdoch,  Cruden,  .  -    -    6    -  9  12  14  16  17  19  22 

Eldtre. 

Kr.  William  Henderson,  Devanha  House, 

Aberdeen -    4    6    -  9  12  14  16  17  —  22 

»,  J.  Fraser,  farmer.  Overhill,  Foveran, .  -    -    6    -  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

Prethytery  of  Deer, 

Bev.  James  Murdoch,  Pitsligo,  1    -    6    -  9  —  —  15  18  19  22 

n    Peter  Thomson,  St.  Ferffus,      .        .  __-_  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

.,    Alexander  Bisaet,  Peterhead.    .  1    -    -    -  9  11  13  15  17  19  — 

M    William  Paterson,  Fraserburgh,  ___  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 

»    John  Brace,  Striehen,  1    -    -  9  12  14  16  17  19  22 
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Mr.  John  Gibb,  plasterer,  Peterhead,       .       ~~~~~r7""«'""~ 

„  R.  TindaU,  merchant,  Fraserburgh,    .        -8--    —    11—    15  —  —    — 
„  John  Muir,  merchant,  22  West  Nile 

Street,  Glasgow "3--    —    n--J5  —  —    rr 

„  W.  Ferguson.  21  Manor  Place.  Edin..         "    !    ^    "    "^    J?    H    16  17  -    22 

„  J.  Macniven.  publisher,  Edinburgh,   .        -    4    -    -     9    12    14    16  17  19    22 

Prethytery  of  Turriff, 

Rer.  Alexander  Wishart.  Forgue.     .        . 2      5    JH    J!    J5  J§  ?2    S 

James  Simpson,  Monquhitter,  .        .        -    "    -    ^     5    ^^    14    16  17  19    22 

James  Sutherland,  Turriflf,       .  2    -    -    -      9    12    14    16  18  20    — 


»» 


Eldert. 


Mr.  George  Cran,  Boghead,  Drumblade,  .  ^-Z~~l}\7^}a7Z'^l^ 
„  Charles  Duthie,  plumber,  Turriff,  .  -  -  6  -  9  12  14  16  18  20  22 
„  J.  B,  M*Combie,  advocate,  Aberdeen,        -4--    —    12    14    16    —    —    — 

Prabytery  of  Fordyce. 

Rev.  George  G.  Macdonald,  Ordiquhill, 
Alexander  Miller,  Buckie, 
John  Forgan,  CuUen, 
Ebenezer  Maclean,  Fordyce,     . 
Dugald  C.  Boyd,  Portsoy, 


-  -    -    -      9  12  14  15  18  20  — 

-  -    -    -      9  12  14  16  17  —  22 

-  -  -  -  9  12  14  16  —  19  — 
1  _  5  8  9  —  —  16  18  19  22 
_____  12  14  16  —  —  — 


ElderM. 


Dr.  John  Pringle,  Edinburgh,   .        .        .        1    3    -    -  —  11  —  15  17  —  — 

„   James  Young,  Edinburgh,  .        .        .        2    3    -    8  10  11  —  15  18  20  — 

Mr.  David  MacLean,  accountant,  Glasgow,       -    3    -    -  —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

„   William  Boyd,  ironfounder,  Glasgow,        -    4    -    -  —  12  14  16  —  —  — 

MajorJohnRos8,Tillicorthy,  Aberdeen, .        -    3    -    -  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

Synod  of  Moray. 
Presbytery  of  StratKbogit, 

Rev.  William  Moffat,  Cairnie,  .               .       -    3    -    -  —  11  —  15  18  20  21 

„      F.  W.  Stuart,  Gartly,       .        .        .        -3--  9  11  —  15  —  —  -- 

„      James  Gray.  Bellie,.        .       .       .       -    4    -    -  9  12  14  16  18  20  22 

£lder8, 

Mr.  Francis  Grant,  farmer,  Drumbuy.  Gartly,  ----  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

„   William  Thomson,  merchant,  Keith  .        -----  12  —  16  18  —  — 

„  R.  R.  Simpson,  W.S.,  Depute-Clerk  of 

As8em%,     .       ...       .       136-9 15 22 

Presbytery  ofAhemetky. 

Rev.  Walter  Ross,  Abemethy,         .        .        2    3    -    -  9  11  —  15  18  20  — 

„      Alexander  M'Disrmid,  Cfromdiile,    .        ----  9  —  —  —  18  2022 

„      E wan  M'Leod,  Duthie,    .        .       .       -    3    5    7  10  11  —  15  18  20  — 

Elden. 

Mr.  John  Gordon,  farmer,  Cromdale,       .       -    3    -    -  9  11  —  15  18  20  21 

„   Roderick  Macdonald,  teacher,  Laggan,       -    3    -    7  10  11  —  15  —  —  — 

„  John  R.  MiUer,  ironfounder,  Glasgow,       -    3    -    -  9  —  —  15  17  19  22 

Presbytery  of  Aberlour, 

Rev.  James  Scott,  Aberlour,    .       .        .       -    3    -    -  9  11  —  15  18  20  — 

„      William  Morrison,  Bohann,     .        .        1    -    6    -  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

Elders* 

Mr.  Adam  Sharp,  banker,  Rothes,    .       .       -3--  9  —  —  16  —  —  — 
„   Henry  Tod,  W.S.,  45  North  Castle  Street, 

fidinbirgh,   .        .        .        .        .        14    6 12  14  16 
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Ber.  D«?id  Watere,  Bnrghead,  -  -  -  8  10  11  —  15  18  20  — 
.,  James  Mornaon,  Urauhart,  -  3  -  -  9  12  14  16  18  20  — 
„  Robert  Cowan,  Hgin,  .  .  -36-  9  11  —  —  18  20  — 
^  Charles  TnUoch,  Loaaiemouth,  -3--912  —  16  18  2O  — 
Mr.  A.  R.  Watson,  wood  merchant,  Elgin,  -  3  -  -  9  12  14  16  18  20  — 
„  J.  M*CoDnaehie,  fiahcnrer,  Lossiemoath,  -  4  -  -  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 
,.  Robert  Anderson,  shipowner,  Qarmouth,  ----  9  —  —  —  —  20  — 
y,  inUiam  Cook,  farmer,  Doif na,  .               _-__     g    —    —    —  —  —  — 


PreAytery  of  Forrtt. 

Ber.  John  Blaepherson,  Kinlov,  -    4    -    -      9    12    14    16    —    —    — 

„     Wmiam  Davidson,  Dallaa,       .  -    3    -    7    -    11    —    15    18    20    21 

Stden, 

3Cr.  John  Ross,  joiner,  Forres,  .  .  .  -3--  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 
„  B.  Lsmg,  farmer,  Tomnamoon,  Edinkillie,  23-8    —    11    —    —    —    —    — 

Prabyiery  oflnwrnen. 

S«f.  Dr.  J.  J.  Blaek,  Inyemess,      .  _35_9__i5  —  —  — 

.,    Adam  Gampbell,  Petty,    •        .  .        -_--    —    —    —    —  —  —  — 

„    Donald  Macfarlane,  Hoy,          .  -    3    -    7    10    11    —    15  18  20  — 

.    Geoige  M.  M'Leod,  Stratherrick,  .        -    4    5    7    10    11    —    15  18  20  — 

Slderg, 

Mr.  D.  Monro,  58  Church  Street,  Inyemess,    2    3    -    8    10  11  —  15  18  20  21 

„  Uueblan  liacLean,  builder,  Daviot,  .        -3-7    10  II  —  15  —  —  — 

„  Roderick  Macleod,  merchant,  Edinburgh,  2    3    -    8    10  11  —  15  18  20  — 
tt  Alexander  Fraaer,  merchant,  Bank  Street, 

Inremeas, -----  12  14  16  —  —  — 

Pnibytery  of  Nairn. 

Bev.  A.  G.  Macleod,  Croy,        .        .  -3-8      9    11—    15    —    —    — 

„     John  Macpheraon,  Cawdor,       .  -    3    5    -      9    11    —    15    —    —    — 

M     Alexander  Macdonald,  Ardolach,     .        -    3    5    8      9    11    —    15    18    20    — 

Elden. 

>Ir.  DaTid  Anderson,  Kingillie,  Nairn,  .  -3--  —  —  —  16  —  20  — 
.,  Fmlay  M'Gillivray,  road  inspector,  Nairn,  -  3--  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 
„  William  Rose,  Blackmill,  Cawdor,     .       -3-_    —    H    —    15    —    —    — 

Synod  of  Ross. 

Prabytery  of  Chanonry. 

Ber.  Kefl  GiUjea,  Killeaman,   .        .        .        - 
»     Charles  Falconer,  Fortro^, 
„     John  M'lver,  Resolis, 


3 

6 

-  9 

11 

—  15 

18  20 

21 

3 

5 

7  10 

11 

—  15 

—  — 

— 

3 

— 

-   9 

— 

—  15 

—  20 

— 

4 

«. 

~*       «^^ 

12- 

14  16 

—  — 

_ 

Elden. 

Mr.  John  Maclaren,  publisher,  Edinburgh, 
.t  John  Tiaylor,  Ftovost  of  Cromarty,  . 
•.  J.  Stepheo,  Domira,  Partick  Hill,  Glasgow,  - 

Prttbytery  of  DingwaU. 

Ber.  James  Uaedonald,  Urray,  .       -  3  -  7  10  11  —  15  18  20  21 

M     Dr.  John  Kennedy,  IMngwall, .  -  3  -  7  10  11  —  —  18  20  21 

M     Malcolm  Macgrecor,  Urqnhart,  -  3  -  8  10  11  —  15  18  20  21 

M    A.  &  Hnnro,  Alness,              .  -  3  6  7  —  11  —  15  18  —  — 
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3 

4 

Divisions. 

6      6      7      8 

9 

10 

11 

Mr.  J.  Sime,  Crakmoant  Hoose,  Edinburgh,   2    3 
„   William  Martin,  1  MoUendo  Terrace,  New- 

ingion,  Edinburgh,      ...        1    3 
„   Ewaa    Mackenzie,    12    Elmgrove    Place, 

Glasgow, -    3 

„  J.  Maokemde,  farmer,  Eildun,  Dingwall,  -    3 

6 

8 

7 
7 

10 

10 
10 

11 

11 

11 
11 

— 

16 

16 

16 
16 

18 
18 

20 
20 

21 

Pre^bytet'y  of  Tain, 

Rey.  Murdoch  M'Donald,  Logie-Eaiter,  .        1    3 
„      John  M'Gallum,  Kincardine,  .                -    3 
„      Colin  Sinclair,  Invergorden,    .                -    3 
„      Thomas  Grant.  Tain,        ...        -    3 

- 

8 

9 
1 

11 
11 
11 
11 

— 

16 
16 
16 
16 

17 

20 

19 

21 

Elders. 

Mr.  William  Mackenzie,  factor,  Ardrosi,          -    3 
„    John  Eraser,  merchant,  Tain,    .        .        -    3 
„   Thomas  Martin,  accountant,  Edinburgh,  1    3 
„    Hanrey  H.  Smith,  bank  agent,  Inver- 

gordon, -    - 

6 

— 

9 
9 

10 

11 
11 

12 

13 

16 
16 
16 

16 

17 
17 

20 
20 
20 

22 
22 

Synod  of  Buthexlaiid  and  Caithness. 
PraXtytery  of  Dornoch. 


Rev.  Gustavus  Aird,  Creich,    . 
„      Charles  M*Kenzie,  Golspie,     . 
„      Alexander  M'Kay,  Rogart, 
„      JohnMacpher8on,^Lairg, 

-  3    6 
2    3- 

-  3    - 
2    3    6 

7 

8 
8 

10 

9 

10 

10 

11 
11 
11 
11 

— 

16 
16 
15 
16 

18 
18 
18 

20 
20 
20 

21 

£lden. 

Mr.  Duncan  Grant,  publisher,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  Thomas  A.  G.  Balfour,  Edinburgh,    . 
Mr.  Donald  M.  Maokay,  7  Amiston  Place, 

Edinburgh, 

„   James  Gemmell,  publisher,  Edinburgh, 

2    3- 

-  3    5 

-  3    - 

-  3    - 

8 
7 

7 

10 
10 

10 

11 
11 

11 
11 

— 

16 
16 

15 
16 

18 
18 

20 
20 

20 

20 

21 
21 

Pre^fytery  of  Tongue. 

Rev.  Donald  M*Kenzie,  Farr,   . 
„      John  S.  M*Kay,  Altnaharra,    . 
„      James  Cummiug,  Melness, 

13    6 

-  3    - 

-  3    - 

— 

9 
9 

11 
11 

«v« 

16 
16 
15 

18 

20 

— 

Elden. 

Mr.  John  Maodonald,  General  Treasurer, 

F/dinburgh, 

„    Peter  Mill,  farmer,  Tannach,  Wick,  . 
„    A.  Ellison  Ross.  S.S.C.,  30  Gilmour 
Place,  Edinburgh, 

-  3    - 

-  3    - 

-  3    - 

- 

"9 

11 

— 

16 
16 

18 

20 
20 

21 

Prethytery  of  CcUthneu. 

Rev.  John  Durran,  Bower, 
„      George  Renny,  Wick, 
„      Douald  Munro,  Reay, 
„      William  G.  Murray,  Bruan,      . 
„      James  D.  M'CuUoch,  Latheron, 
„      Dr.  Walter  R.  Taylor,  Thurso, 
«,     James  Dempster,  Lybster, 

-  3    - 
2    4- 

-  3    6 

-  3    6 

-  3    6 

-  3    - 

8 

9 
9 

10 
10 
10 

11 
12 
11 
11 
11 
11 
12 

14 

16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 

18 
17 
18 
18 
18 
18 

20 

20 
20 
20 

22 

21 

21 

Slders. 

Provost  Rae,  bookseller,  Wick, 
Mr.  John  Gow,  merchant,  Pulteneytown, 
„    Donald  Mackay,  farmer,  Thurso, 
„   William  Iveraoh,  gardener,  Thurso, 
„    William  Adamson,  merchant,  Lybster, 
„    George  Sinclsir,  miller,  Halkirk, 
„   David  Sutherland,  farmer,  Latheron, 

-  4    - 

-  3    - 

-  3    - 
13- 

-  3    - 

-  3    - 

7 
7 

9 
9 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

12 

11 
U 
11 
11 

14 

16 
16 
16 
16 
15 
16 
16 

18 

18 
18 
18 
18 

20 

20 
20 
20 
20 

21 
21 
21 

ROLL  OF  HEBfBERS.  XXI 

Synod  of  ca«nelg. 

Divisions. 

PreAyUry  of  Lockcaimm.        12845  6  T  8      9     10    11 

B<T.  Akxudar  M'CoD,  LochalBh,   .               2    3    5    7  10  11  —  15    —    —    — 

^     Kameih  Ihedonald,  Applecroa,     .        -    3    6    7  10  11  —  15    18    20    — 

^     WlBiuB  SinfiUir,  Plockton,      .                2    3    -    7  10  11  —  15    18    20    21 

]|r.  Dnaam  MAcCalliun,  poiiioner,  1  Elm- 

grove  Place,  GUmow,  .  .  -3-7  10  11  —  15  18  2021 
n  &  w.  C.  Gftnld,  bank  agent,  Balma- 

can,  LochaUh,     .        .                .        -    3    5    7  10  11  —  15    —    —    — 

M  Furqnfaarilaiheaon,  Doniie,Locha]ah,     -    3    -    7  10  11  —  15    —    —    — 

Prubjftery  ofAbertarff, 

B«T.  Angiu  Macrae,  Glenurquliaii,         .        1    3    -    8  10  11  —  15    —    —    — 

.,     Mudo  Ifackenxie,  KilmaUie,  .                -    3    5    7  10  11  >-  15    —    —    — 

n     Donald  Sutherland,  Kilmonivaig,   .        -36-  9  11  —  15    —    20    — 


£lder». 

Mr.  Dukiel  Hadeiali,  bank  agent,  Fort- 

WiUjaan, ----    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

,,  A.  J.  Black,  fenar,  Greenock.  .  ,  -3--911  —  15  —  —  — 
„  Dvgald   Macphail,    clerk   of  works, 

Olaq^w,        .        .  -    3    5    7    10    11    —    15    18    20    21 

Presbytery  of  Skye  and  Uitt, 

BtT.  John  M'Rae,  Duriniali,    .        .        .  -    3    5    -    10  11  —  15  —  —  — 

M    JohnS.UTfaAil,£ilniair,  .  ----9  —  —  —  18  20  22 

»    James  Boss,  Bracadale,    .  -    3    -    7    10  11  —  15  18  20  21 

M     Boderick  M'Kenzie,  Tarbert,  Harris,  1    3    -    -      9  11  —  15  18  20  — 

,.     rmlay  Grahana,  Sleat,     .        .        .  1    3    -    7    10  11  —  15  18  20  — 

Eldert. 

Mi.  Dogsld  CsmpbeU,  ProTost  of  Greenock,    -36-  9  11  —  15—  —  — 

n  Dogild  M*Lachlan,  bank  agent,  Portree,  ----  —  —  —  —    —  —  — 

R«v.  Jifc  Kennedy,  7  MelvUle  St.,  Bdin.,        -    -    -    -  9  11  13  15    18  —  - 

Mr.  Asdrev  Graham,  Lochaye,  Feam.  1  3  -  7  10  11  —  15  —  —  — 
,,  Donald  M*Calman,  merchant,  124  St. 

Tinoent  Street,  Glasgow,    .        .        -    3    -    8  10  U  —  15    —  —  — 

Prediyiery  of  Leuns. 

HeT.  ASan  Macarthnr,  Barvas,  .  .  -  3  5  -  10  11  —  15  18  20  21 
„  James  Greenfield,  Stomoway,  .  2  3  5  7  10  11  —  15  18  20  21 
.,     Duncan  Hacbeath,  Gross,        .  2    3    5    7    10    11    —    15    18    20    21 

EldarM. 

Mr.  David  Hacdonald,  merchant,  Aberdeen,  -    3    -    8  10  11  —  15  18  20  21 

„  Joseph  Wood,  merchant,  Aberdeen,  2  3  -  8  10  11  —  —  18  20  21 
M  William  Kidston,  merchant,  Femie- 

gair,  Helensburgh,       .        .        .  -3-8  10  11  —  15  —  —  — 

PreBbytery  of  Orkney. 
{Having  Synodical  powen.) 

HeT.  N.  P.  Boee,  Bonsay, 
M     James  Stuart,  Kirkwall,  . 
t,     Alexander  Grant,  North  Bonaldshay, 
Alex.  Goodf allow,  South  Bonaldshay, 
>t     George  Home,  Evie  and  Bendall, 
'J     Bobcart  Wilson,  North  Bonaldshay, 

EUkrt. 

Mr.  Charles  Cowan  of  Loganhouse,  Edinburgh,-    -.--  9  —  —  16  —  19  — 

I>r.  Robert  Omond,  Edinburgh,         .        .        --.--  —  —  14  16  —  —  — 

,.  John  Moir,  Edinburgh,       .        .        .        -    -    -    -  9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

Mr.HobertBrotchieofSwanney,  Orkney,        -3--  9  —  —  —  18  20  22 

M  JamesGiayofHalkknd,  Bendall,  Orkney,  1    3    -    -  9  11  13  15  18  —  — 

H  JaiBei  Watt,  Free  Church  Offices,  Edin.1  r3--  9  —  —  —  18  —  — 
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ROLL  OF  MEMBERS. 


Freslyytory  of  Shetbmd. 
{Having  Synodical  powera,)       12    8    4 


Rev.  John  iDeram,  Unst,  .... 
„  Alexander  MAcdonald,  Weisdale,  . 
„      J.  J.  D.  Smith,  Fetlar,     . 

Elden. 

Mr.  George  Martin  of  Anchendennan,  Dnm« 

bartonshire, 

„  Thomas  dark,  pablisher,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  George  Macdonald,  Markinch,  Fife,    . 


Divisions. 
6      6      7      8 


9     10    11 


-  3.  5    8 
2    3    -    - 

-  3    -    - 


2 
2 


3 
4 
3 


9  11  —  15  18  20  — 
9  —  —  —  18  20  22 
9    12    14    16    17    —    22 


9    12    13    16    —    —    — 
—    11    -    15    18    20    22 


Bynod  of  Lothian  and  Twoeddalt. 
Pre^yUry  of  Edinburgh, 


Rev. 


Dr.  Thomaa  Main,  Edinburgh. . 
Dr.  Robert  Rainy,  Principal  and  Pro 

fesBor  of  Church  History,  New 

CoUege,  Edinburgh,     . 
Sir  H.  wellwood  Moncreifl,  Bart. 

D.D.,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  James  Begg,  Edinburgh,    . 
Peter  C.  Purves,  Edinburgh,    . 
John  G.  Cunningham,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  "W.  H.  Goold,  Edinburgh,  . 
Mr.  James  Jolly,  Edinburgh,    . 
John  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  ^ 
James  Morrison,  Corstorphine, 
Thomas  Addis,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  A.  Stuart  Muir,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  G.  R.  Davidson,  Edinburgh, 
J.  Scott  Alexander,  Edinburgh, 
J.  Calder  MacphaU,  Edinburgh, 
Archibald  Smellie,  Edinburgh, 
John  Morgan.  Edinburgh, 
Alexander  M^Kensie,  Edinburgh, 
Dr.  James  Maogregor,  Professor  of 

Systematic  Theology,  Edinburgh 
W.  G.  Blaikie,  Professor  of  Apolo 

getics    and    Pastoral    Theology 

Edinburgh,  .... 
Robert  Forrest,  Edinburgh,  . 
Robert  M.  Massey,  Edinburgh, 

Eldert. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  Lord 
Provost  of  the  City  of  Edin- 
burgh,   

Dr.  John  Henderson,  Provost  of  Leith,    . 

Surgeon-General  John  Fraser,  C.B.,£din., 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell,  surgeon,  Edinburp;h, . 

„   A.  Paterson,  Inland  Revenue,  Edm., 

"  J.  Cowan,  W.S.,  12  Hill  Street,  Edin., 

Dr.  T.  Grainger-Stewart,  Professor  of  the 

Practice  of  Physic,  University  of 

Edinburgh, 

„   Alexander  R.  Simpson,  Professor  of 

Midwifery,  University  of  Edin., . 

Mr.  John  M.  Balfour,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  . 

„  John     Calder,     assistant    governor, 

Craiglockhart,  Edinburgh,  . 
„  John  Jack,  writer,  Edinburgh,  . 
„  John  Weir,  merchant,  Edinburgh,     . 
„  Alex.  Adam,  registrar,  Edinburgh,     . 
Andrew  Kerr,  architect,  Edinburgh,  * 
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-4-8  912  13  16  —  —  — 


3  6  -   9  12  14  16  —  — 

4  6  7  10  12  14  16  —  20 
3___11-.16  18  20 


-  —  11  —  15  —  —  — 

7  10  11  —  15  18  20  21 

-  —  12  14  16  17  19  — 

8  10  11  — —  — 

-  9  —  —  15  17  —  22 


3 
4 
3 
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-----  11  —  15 — 


13  6  7 

-  3  -  - 

1  -  6  - 
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-  4  -  - 
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—  12  13  16  17  20  22 

—  11  —  15 — 

9  12  14  16  —  —  — 

—  12  14  16 — 

9  12  14  16  —  —  22 

—  12  14  16  18  20  — 


ROLL  OF  MEMBEBS. 


XXIU 


Jir.  Jimei  Stiriing,  mb-inipector  of  poor, 
10  Valleyfield  Street,  Edinburgh, 
Bobert  Haedoiudd,  6.  S.  C. ,  Leith,  . 
Fktriek  Gtithrie,  merchant,  Edin.,  . 
Coimeillor  W.  B.  M'LAchlan,  Edin..  . 
WOlum  Iliomaon,  merchant,  Edin.,  . 
F.  Jonei,  78  Lanriston  Place,  Edin.,  . 
K.  C.  Campbell,  Sheriff  of  Ayrshire, . 
John  Tovert,  merchant,  Edinburgh,  . 


M 


n 


»» 


II 


»t 


Be?.  J.  C  Bona,  Kirkliston,    . 
J.  A.  Kerr  Bain,  Livingston, 
Donald  Taylor,  West  Calder, 
Archibald  Beid,  Slamannan, 
A.  F.  Murray,  Torphichen, 
Bobeit  Kay,  Crof Uiead,    . 


•» 


»» 


Mr.  A.  W,  NiTen,  Hopetonn,  Qaeensfeny, 

r,  W.  WyUie,  farmer,  Bangonr,  UphaU, 

„  ArdL  Williamson,  oontnctor,  Addie- 
well.  West  Calder, 

„  a  S.  Ganld,  bank  agent,  Falkirk, 

„  Janes  Gardiner,  farmer,  Hilderston, 
Toxphichen, 

;t  Hsgh  llacpherson,  merchant,  Grange- 
mouth,   

Predytery  of  Biggar  and  Peeblea, 

Ber.  Ohailes  O.  Kay,  Innerleithen,  . 
„    James  Oooper,  EUsridgebill,     . 
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-  -    -    -    —    12    14    16    —    —    — 

- —    12    14    16    18    20    — 


Mr.  Jamsf  Miller,  merchant,  21  Woodside 
Place,  Glasgow,     .... 

»  Bobert  Blacklaw,  farmer.  South  Mains, 
Skirling, 


-3--      9    12    —    16    —    —    22 


PrtfkyUry  of  DalkeUh, 


Ker.  David  Bametson,  Boslin,  . 
n  W.  W.  Aitk«D,  Oarlops,  . 
ft    Alexander  Wright,  Musselburgh,     . 

Elder». 

Hr.  Robert  Pate,  farmer,  Grosshouse, 
It  John  F.  Kemp,  The  Parsonage  House, 
Musselburgh^         .... 
tt  C.  W.  Cowan,  valleyfield,  Penicuik,  . 


-3--      9    11    —    —    —    — 

-  3    -    8    10    11    —    16    18    20 

-  -    -    8    10    12    14    16    17    — 


-->-      9    —    —    —    —    20    — 

-3--    —    -    —    15    —    —    — 
_____    12    14    —    —    —    - 


PrtdtyUry  of  HaddingUm  and  Duvhar,, 


B«T.  John  Paienon,  Tranent,  . 
u    John  Freeland,  Innerwick, 
•»    Samuel  Robertson,  Pencaitland, 
ti    John  Shewan,  North  Berwick, 
II    Arthur  Thomson,  Yester, . 

Elden. 

*.  J.  M.  MXJandlish,  W.8.,  27  Drum 

sfaeudii  Gardens,  Bdinburgh, 
tt  Joseph  Suurper,  farmer,  Swandon, 
It  John  Datie,  merchant,  Prestonpans, 
M  EbsB.  Fulton,  baker,  Pencaithtnd, 
ft  J.  Wiigh^  gardeaeiry  North  Berwick, 
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XXIV 


ROLL  OF  MEMBERS. 


87110a  Of  Hone  and  Toriotdale. 

Divi8ioir& 
ProfbyteryofDunHomdChirnMt,       12846     6     7     89    10    U 


Rot.  AlexAuder  Oameron.  Greenlaw, 
Robert  Naismitb,  Ghimride,    . 
Jamee  BfiUer,  Eyemonth, 
John  Fairbairn,  Greenlaw, 


9* 
»9 

♦  » 


Blden. 


-  4    6    -  9  12  14  16  — 

-  3    6    -  9  12  —  16  17  19   22 

-  4    -    -  9  12  14  16  17  19    22 
-3_-  9  —  —  —  17  19- 


Mr.  John  Wilion,  of  Wellnage,  Dnnae,  .  -  -  - 

„   George  Logan,  farmer,  Home  Hall,  .  -  3  - 

,,  R.  Waddeli,  merchant,  Eyemouth,  .  -  4  - 

„  Jasper  Aitchiaon,  merdiaat,  Dnnie,  .  -  4  - 


-  9    11    —    —    18    19 

-  9    12    14    16    —    - 


Pretbyierif  of  EeUo. 


Rey.  James  Isaet,  Westmther, 
David  Dobbie,  Makerstoon, 
A.  M.  Orai^  Sproaston,    . 
Alexander  Fhimiater,  Gordon, . 


«t 


Mr.  T.  Davidson,  farmer.  West  Mains, 

^  Coldstream 

„  William  Clasy,  ironmonger,  Kelso,  . 
„  Robert  Ramage,  Floss,  Westmther,  . 
„  D.  AUan,  farmer,  Gordon,  East  Mains, 


-  3  - 

-  3  - 

-  4  - 

-  4  - 


9  11  —  16  18  20  22 

—  11  -  —  18  20  - 
9  12  14  16  17  19  22 

—  12  14  16 


—  12  14  16 
9  —  —  — 
9  —  —  — 


Prubyttry  of  JMwrgh, 


Rev.  Dnnoan  Stewart,  Hawiok, 
William  C.  Russell,  Wolflee, 
Robert  Fordyce,  Hawick, 


» 


i> 


SLdera. 

Mr.  W.  Purree,  fruit  merchant,  Hawiok, 
„  R.  Elliot,  Wolflee  House,  Hawick,     . 
„  D.  Tod,  auditor,  N.B.  Railway,  Edin., 


-36-     9    —    —    16    182022 

-46-     912    14    16    —    -- 
-    3    6    -,    9    —    13    —    17    19   22 


-3-_     9    —    —    —    — 

-  3    5    8    10    11    —    16    18    20   21 

-  4    6    -      9    12    —    16    —    19    22 


Presbytery  of  Selkirk. 


Rey.  Alexander  Terras,  St.  Boswells, 
„     Thomas  M'Crindle,  Yarrow,     . 
„      John  Sinclair,  Bowden,    . 
„     W.  W.  Smith,  Galashiels, 


2  3 
-  4 
2    3 


6 
6 


9    12    14    16  —    -  - 

-11-16 - 

9    12    14    16  17    -  22 

-11 18    20  - 


Elden. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  farmer,  Clinthill,  St. 

Boswells, 

,,  George  Ballingall,  fanner,  Glarilaw, 

Bowden,        ..... 

„  W.  Bums,  coal  merchant,  Galashiels, 

Robert   Scott,   farmer,  Philiphaugh, 

Selkirk, 


»» 


-  4    -    -    -    12  14  16  — 

-  4    -    -    —    12  14  16  --  -■    - 
12  14  16  18  20   - 

-3--     912  14  16  — 


Synod  of  DumfHoi. 
Pretbyiery  of  Lockerbie* 


Rev.  John  Geddes,  Ejirkmiohael, 
William  Howie,  Ecclefeohan, 
Robert  Murdoch,  Johnstone, 
James  Panton,  Langholm, 
Robert  Kinnear,  Moifat,  . 


»» 
If 


3 
3 
3 

4 
3 


-  11  -  15  18    20  -; 

9  —  —  16  —    19  ff 

"9  n  14  16  -    -  ^ 

9  11  -  1« ^ 


ROLL  OF  IfEMBERS.  XXT 

DivisiOHa. 
JSdtn,  12845      6      7      8      8     10    11 

Iff.  Dftvid  Tdfar,  fanner,  HigliiM,  Loeh- 

mabMi,.        .        .        .        .        .        13-7-    11    -16 

„  ladrev  liHlioB,  farmer,  Bnintifield, 

Tinwild, _---_ll    —    15    —    —    — 

„  J.  Udlaw,  nlasterar,  EedefeohaD,  .  -3--  9  11  —  —  —  —  — 
„  J.  Hvndell.  farmer,  Stockholm,  John- 

fltcme,  Moffat,        .  .       ----"-^-""""""11 

„  W.  Forhea,  oolporteor,  Langholm,     .        -    4    -    -     9    12    14    16    17    19    22 

PreAytery  of  Dumfnet, 

Btf.  Dmd  Purea,  Maxwelltown,   . 
„    William  Andaon,  Kirkmahoe,  . 
„    Jamei  Bowie,  Craig,  Donacore, 
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THURSDAY,  MAY  20,  1880. 

Tn  GomndtfioBeni  elected  as  members  of  the  Qsneral  Assembly  appointed  to  be 
biM€a  this'dij  convened,  and  public  worship  was  condacted  by  Mr.  James 
Cblaun  Bams,  Moderator  of  last  Assembly,  who  preached  from  Zechariah 
if.  1,%"  The  angel  that  talked  with  me  came  again,  and  waked  me  as  a  man  that 
a  tnkeiied  out  of  his  sleep,  and  said  ante  me.  What  seest  thoa  3  And  I  said, 
1  hsTS  looked,  tnd  behold  a  candlestick  all  of  g^ld/'  Ac.  &c. 

OFnmra  bibmok. 

At  the  onttet  of  his  sermon,  Mr.  BUBN3  said  that  in  the  text  they  had  a 
speeiBtii  of  whai  Ood*s  Book  is— eyery  where  and  always  simple  in  its  sablimeness, 
sibtime  in  ito  simplicity,  having  in  it  the  reality  of  greatness  without  pretension  or 
thov,— verbalij  divine.  Proceeding,  he  explained  the  vision  of  the  prophet,  the 
«uMUestiek,  the  Umps,  the  pipes,  the  oil,  as  illustrated  by  the  similar  vision  of 
John  (Rev.  L),  and  as,  in  this  case,  representing  the  Church  of  God, — its  excellency 
is  His  esteem,  its  design,  its  work,  its  unity,  yet  its  diversity,  its  durability,  and 
Uie  Mcret  of  its  strength  and  its  gfoiy.  Speaking  of  its  unity,  he  said,  true  unity 
was  ibe  life  of  God  in  the  souls  of  individual  men,  and  what  they  were  to  aim  at  in 
the  midst  of  those  outward  diversities  by  which  the  Churches  were  now  separated 
frna  eaeh  other,  and  by  which  some  of  them  from  the  very  circumstances  of  their 
^tion  and  surroundings  would  always  be,  was  to  beware  of  attaching  undue  im- 
portSBce  to  tliem,  of  ihagnifying  points  into  principles,  of  failing  to  distinguish 
Wtween  what  was  accessory  or  accidental,  and  what  was  essential,  vital ;  to  endeavour 
*s  flmch  as  lay  in  them  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  that  unity  of  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  the  author,  in  the  bond  of  peace.  Were  there  no  diversilies,  no 
4iri4ions  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  the  Church  would  be  in  so  far  impoverished ;  she 
vonld  lack  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  at  least  one  precious  grace — the  grace  of 
forbearsnce: 

The  preacher  then  said  there  were  three  lessons  taught  by  this  vision — as  '*  the 
lagd  that  talked  with  Zechariah "  told  him — firsts  a  lesson  of  self-knowledge,  o^ 
^saulity.  "Hot  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of 
kosU."   This  wu  a  truth  of  ftrime  importanoe,  to  be  remembered  in  all  work  done 
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for  Qod;  thai  ii,  ihat  it  mait  be  done  Bpiritaally,  in  th«  exerdse  of  belieFing 
dependence  on  the  Spirit,  both  for  help  in  the  doing  of  it,  and  for  the  aaeeeHfiil 
reaall  of  what  waa  done.  What  was  true  of  an  indi?idaal  belieyer  waa  equally  tme 
of  the  Chnreh  colleetlFely.  When  weak,  it  waa  atrong;  it  waa  atrong  in  the  Lord, 
i.e.,  the  Lord  Chriat^  and  in  the  power  of  Hie  might  Like  the  candleatick  in  the 
▼iiioD,  eTeiything  Tiaible  about  the  Church  might  bo  ''  of  gold ; "  ita  framework 
might  be  acriptnral;  ita  articlea  sound;  ita  ordinances  ''decently  and  in  order ** 
administered ;  ita  preaching  free  from  error,  or  eyen  theoretically  a  preaching  of 
the  truth,  yet  itself  bo  uselessy  opaque,  dark,  lik6^4am^  unlighted, — unless  there 
waa  oil  in  the  pipes,  and  unless  they  were  in  communication  with  the  two  oHto 
trees, — unless,  as  a  Church,  a  corporate,  organic  body,  it  waa  holding  by  Christ  aa 
ita  Head,  in  His  double  relation  to  it,  as  ita  priest  (like  Joshua),  and  as  ita  king 
(like  Zerubbabel) ; — unless  this  were  done,  the  lamp  necessarily  went  out^  or 
flickered  and  burned  with  anether  light  than  ihat  whieh  was  diWuSf  the -mere 
skeleton  or  iramework  of  a  Church  remained.  Fricatism,  saoeadolalism  in  the 
Church,  though  a  laborious  thing,  was  not  "might  nor  power,"  but  weakness,  ao  far 
aa  the  real  work  of  the  Church  was conoemed;  and  the  "building  up"  of  saints,  in 
the  conversion  of  sinners.  It  was  worse ;  it  was  usurpation,  diahonour, — dishonour 
to  Christ,  therefore  weakness.  So  was  Csesarism,  Erastianism.  If  it  were  might 
or  power,  externally,  politically,  identifying  as  it  did  the  Cliurch  of  Christ  with  ita 
civU  status,  ita  numerical  proportions,  its  temporal  poasessions,  and  showing  it 
favour  by  ruling  it^  it  was  not  strength,  but  weakness.  It  was  worse.  It  waa 
usurpation ;  it  was  dishonour;  it  was  sin.  WhatCTcr  strength  this  Church  of  theirs 
possessed,  she  owed  undoubtedly,  under  Christ  her  Head,  to  her  consistent,  her 
costly  testimony  to  the  solenesa  of  His  prerogatives;  to  her  corporate  eommunie»- 
tion  with  the  two  olive  trees.  If  she  had  a  little  strength,  like  ^he  Church  of 
Philadelphia,  it  was  because  she  had  kept  His  word,  and  had  not  denied  His  name: 

There  was  here  also  a  lesson  of  hope,  of  encouragement.  *'  Who  art  thou,  O 
great  mountain  1  Before  Zerubbabel  thou  shall  become  a  plain."  He  pointed  to 
aeveml  "great  mounUuns"  which  the  Church  had  to  remove,  such  as  Hindooism, 
Popery,  and  home  heatheniam,  casting  ita  deep,  dark  ahadow  over  our  beloved  land, 
seeming  almost  to  become  greater  instead  of  amaller,  in  spite  of  all  that  was  done 
to  overthrow  it  The  work  of  home  evangeliaation,  in  every  one  of  its  department*, 
was  difficult,  uphill  work,  and  there  were  mai^y  adversaries,  but  He  who  had  "  aet 
before  us  an  open  door,"  "a  great  door,"  could  also  make  that  door  effectual,  so  that 
none  could  shut  it  ' 

Here  also  was  a  leB8<m  of  caution.  "  Who  hath  despised  the  day  o^  amaU 
things  1 "  Who  that  knew  what  great  things  had  come  out  of  small  thin|[s  would 
do  sol  The  narrowness  of  a  stream,  where  they  stood  to  look  at  it,  near  its  source, 
was  no  reason  for  doubting  that  the  same  narrow  stream  was  elsewhere  and  after- 
warda  a  broad  river.  Illustrations  of  this  might  be  found  in  the  work  of  grace 
within  an  individual  soul,  and  another  illustration  of  the  same  thing  waa  fundafaed 
by  the  past  history  of  the  Church  of  Christy  from  the  lieginning  until  now.  Mr. 
Bums  then  went  on  to  say  the  materialism  which  judged  of  eveiything  by  a  low 
standard  of  ita  own,  which  vulgaris  jd,  debased  aclence,  depreciated  also  whatever 
in  Christianity  was  spiritual,  non-natural,  counting  it  a  thing  of  nought;  and  even 
in  the  Church  of  Christ  herself  there  waa  not  a  little  incredulity,  want  of  fhith  in 
her  star,  in  her  destiny,  which  waa  not  to  go  back,  but  forward,  not  lo  dwindle  and 
die  like  earthly  kingdoms,  aa  all  the  kingdoms  of  antiquity  had  done,  as  all  the 
*'  great  things"  likewise,  which  infidelity  wHh  "  sWelUng  words  of  vanity"  boasted 
of  and  gloried  in,  had  been  wont  to  do,  but  to  live  and  grow  and  wax  greater,  till  it 
became  great  enough  like  "  a  mountain  "  to  fill  the  whole  earth.  Hence  the  lack  of 
missionary  enthuidasm  in  the  Church.  But  who  that  believed  in  the  Church  of 
Christ  as  the  kingdom  upon  earth  of  the  Qod  of  heaven  had  any  right  to  think 
either  doubtingly  or  despondlngly  of  her  position  and  prospects,  or  to  despise  the 
humblest  contribution,  the  smallest  step  of  progress  that  was  made  towwrds  her 
advancement )  Why,  it  waa  "  a  small  thing  "  out  of  which  thia  Free  Church  might 
be  aud  to  have  had  its  rise — a  thing  so  small  that  the  world  around  did  not  see  it^ 
and  does  not  see  it  yet — a  thing  so  small  as  to  be' called  a  mere  Scottish  eccen- 
tricity—a dogma,  a  sentimental  theory,  a  crotchet,  a  whim  to  be  ridiculed  and  not 
reasoned  witb»— yet  that  dogma,  that  theoiy,  that  orotehet^  that  wUm,  was  a  Bibl^ 
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doeuine — vis  iiie  Headabip  of  Jems  Christ;  so  it  had  in  it  a  poten^,  a  potea- 
tttlitj9**a  promiae  of  life/  whicb,  unlike  other  protoplastic  atoms,  ensured  its 
fiovth  and  dcfftlopuientt  a  potency  "wfaicb  it  derived  from  Him,  who  is  **  the  first 
sad  the  laat^  the  Liting  One ; "  and  now  the  world;  even  in  its  blindness,  had  seen 
vhercnto  it  had  grown.  The  **  devoot  imagination  "  had  become  an  inatitutioo,  and 
*yet  it  mvnm  \ "  .  Might  he  not  say  that  their  experience  aa  a  Church  daring  these 
velMgh  forty  yeaxa  liad  anfficed  to  teach  them  this  yaloable  lesson,  that  no  work 
deaefer  Christy  no  taerifiee  made  for  His  sake  or  the  gospel's,  howcTer  small  in 
ItMlf,  or  in  the  world's  eye,  was  despised  by  Him,  or  was  unconnected  with  great 
caniag  reanlta  ?  It  was  a  blessed  and  honont^ble  thing  to  be  in  any  wise  connected 
with  a  werk  so  hononxable  and  hopeful  as  the  building  of  a  temple  on  the  earth  for 
tk  tiring  Ood. 

The  Aasembly  was  then  constituted  with  prayer  '*  in  the  name  and  under  the 
iBtberlly  of  Jeans  Christ,  the  only  King  and  Head  of  the  Church." 

TBK  BOLL  07  ASSBMBLT. 

Sr  HSHBT  MONCRBIFF  said  that  as,  on  this  occasion,  the  members  had  in 
tMr  hands  Uie  roll  of  members  of  Assembly,  he  would,  instead  as  in  former  yean 
rod  each  name,  only  intimate  the  names  of  Presbyteries,  and  corrections,  if  any, 
ctsid  afksrwvds  be  made  to  the  clerks. 

XBB  BLlOnOV  or  A  IfOSIBATOB. 

He  KODEBATOB  said— Fathers  and  Brethren,— It  now  only  remains,  before  I 
ksre  thfa  ehair,  that  I  giro  expression  once  more  to  the  deep  feeling  of  obligation 
wtich  I  eberish — and  ahall  continue  to  cherish  while  I  lire — for  the  honour  that 
vu  esnfared  on  me  by  the  last  General  Assembly  in  calling  me  to  it;  for  the  kind 
iadslgeiiM  and  forbearance  which  I  experienced  in  attempting  to  discharge  its 
doties ;  and,  let  me  add,  for  the  opportunities  of  pleasant  intercourse  which  I  haye 
had  with  brethren  and  their  congregationa  throughout  the  Church  during  my  year  of 
office— for  which  I  hare  been  indebted  to  the  fact  of  its  being  so.  If  it  has  been  the 
Best  snxloos  and  arduooa,  it  has  also  been  one  of  the  happiest  years  of  my  life ;  and 
if  it  waa  a  gratification  of  no  common  kind  to  be  allowed  to  occupy  a  chair  which 
has  a  hiatory  so  illustrious,  to  wear  for  a  short  season  its  official  honours,  it  is 
scarcely  a  less  gratification  now  to  be,  not  only  allowed,  but  required  to  lay  them 
down,  and  to  make  way  for  another  worthier  occupant.  ''  Nolo  '*  {aed  temel  et  pro 
iac  vice)  "  ejpiseopari.**  Enough,  if  during  my  brief  episcopate  the  office  has  not 
lafiioed  aerioos  detriment  in  my  hands,  if  its  "  ermine  has  not  been  stained.** 

In  aeeordanoe  with  use  and  wont,  one  privilege  still  belongs  to  me,  that  of  nam- 
ing ny  soeoessor,  at  least  of  proposing  for  your  acceptance  one  whom  you  may  deem 
vwihy ;  and  from  iriiat  has  already  transpired  of  the  general  mind  of  the  Church,  I 
believe  that  the  brother  whom  I  am  about  to  nominate  is  one  whom  you  are  prepared 
to  velcome  cordially — I  mean  Dr.  Thomas  Main,  minister  of  St.  Mary's  Free  Ciiurcb, 
Edinburgh.  (Applause.)  Dr.  Main  is  one  of  the  Church's  "  Gray  fathers,**  having 
Bot  only  "  come  out"  himself, and  come  out  like  a  man — (applause) — at  the  Disrup- 
tioo,  but  as  Mr.  Main  of  Kilmarnock,  having  done  notable  service  among  the  people 
of  Ayrshire  and  the  West  in  preparing  them  beforehand  for  that  great  outcome,  and 
cfgaaiaifig  them  into  congregations  afterwards,  in  helping  them  forward  amid  the 
diffieoltiea  of  their  new  ecclesiastical  position,  and  gaining  by  his  popularity  as  a 
preacher  the  ear  of  the  general  public  in  his  advoc&cy  of  the  Church's  cause.  His 
vu  a  name,  I  am  credibly  informed,  to  conjure,  with  throughout  the  whole  region, 
so  honourably  diatinguhihed  in  former  witnessing  times— ^of  Kyle,  Carrick,  and 
Conninghame.  (Applause.)  I  remember  hearing  one  of  his  co- Presbyters  in  the 
old  AsMmbly,  while  avowing  himself  to  be  one  of  the  ill-omened  number  "  of  the 
forty,"  boastfully  predict  that  **  the  forty  would  soon  be  four  hundred  ! "  That  pro- 
phecy,  like  many  others  of  the  same  prophetic  period,  was  not  fulfilled.  The  said 
**  forty  "  did  prove  faitliful  to  their  faithlessness,  and  went  over,  in  a  c<ftnpact  body, 
without  eTen  omitting  one,  to  the  other  side;  but  tbere  were  four  hundred,  and  more 
than  forty  besides,  who  remained  staunch  and  true ;  and  Mr.  Main,  with  more  tempta- 
tion than  most  to  do  otherwise,  was  one  of  the  number.  (Applause.)  As  the 
ealleigue  and  successor  of  Dr.  Henry  Grey,  in  Free  St.  Mary's,  it  may  be  enough  to 
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aay  tluit  his  mlnUtiy  in  Bdinburgfa  ic  well  kaown  to  have  beeft  a  proaperoaa  and 
oaefal  one,  Uie  mantle  of  that  venerable  man  having  fallen  on  hia  more  jonthfal 
associate.  It  accords  with  the  fitness  of  things  that^  having  succeeded  Dr.  Qrey  in 
the  palpity  he  should  also  saeeeed  him  in  the  Moderator's  chair.  (Applauae.)  Mr. 
Main's  public  services  to  the  Church  since  he  came  to  Edinbuiigh  have  not  been 
either  few  or  small.  As  convener  of  the  Education  Committee,  In  winding  up  its 
affairs,  and  as  the  presiding  genius  of  Moray  House  Normal  School  or  Training 
College,  especially  in  the  latter  capacity,  his  work  has  been  well  and  wisely  done — 
so  much  so  that  under  his  auspices,  and  largely  by  his  instrumentality,  this  Church 
has  now  the  satisfaction  of  possessing  at  Moray  House  what  is  admitted  by  com- 
petent Judges  to  be  the  completest  educational  establishment  of  the  kind  in  Scot- 
land, and  ia  said  to  be  not  surpassed  by  any  within  the  three  kingdoms.  The  amootli 
working  of  its  machinery,  moreover,  owes  much,  not  only  to  its  energetic  Sector  or 
regulator,  but  to  its  "  Main  "-spring.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  More  recently, 
having  been  called  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  with  the  Oieneral  Assembly's 
imprimatur,  to  preside  over  it,  in  room  of  its  late  ever- to-be  revered  convener,'Dr.  Duff^ 
Mr.  Main  haa  already  proved  himself  equal  to  the  important  and  arduous  position  ; 
and  while  the  Church  owes  him  not  a  little  for  service  rendered  in  the  past,  she  owes 
him  a  great  deal  more  for  like  favours  to  come.  '  When,  in  addition  to  all  thoae  out- 
atanding  claims,  I  remind  you  that  Mr.  Main  (by  which  name  we  still  know  him 
best)  is  penonally  and  pritnafade  qualified  every  way  to  adorn  aa  well  as  to  occupy 
the  chair — to  be  a  model  Moderator — that  he  is  a  man  of  culture,  a  man  of  sense,  a 
man  of  business,  and,  best  of  all,  a  man  of  God,  "  having  good  report  of  all  men  and 
of  the  truth  itself,"  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  ensure  your  acceptance  of  the 
proposal  which  I  now  Tenlure  to  make,  that  Dr.  Thomas  Main  be  elected  Moderator 
of  this  the  thirty-ninth  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  (Applause.) 

The  Earl  of  KINTORE  said  he  desired  the  privilege,  on  behalf  of  the  laity  of 
this  Church,  to  second  the  motion  that  had  falleu  so  aptly  and  so  worthily  from  the 
chair.  "  Diversities  of  operations,  but  the  same  spirit; " — ^the  Church  could  look  back 
to  the  time  when  she  placed  a  Duff  in  the  Moderator's  chair,  reminding  them  of 
his  apostolic  exertions  among  the  heathen.  They  could  remember  alao  at  a  later 
day  of  Guthrie  filling  the  aame  chair;  and  in  his  philanthropic  and  Chriatian 
exertions  at  home,  both  amongst  the  clergy  and  the  laity,  they  had  an  example 
of  the  same  spirit  of  courteous  dealing  with  diversities  of  opinion.  Coming  further 
down,  they  could  recollect  when  that  chair  waa  filled  by  their  Macleod,  whose 
name  was  as  much  respected  and  honoured  aa  the  name  of  the  late  Norman 
Macleod  in  a  sister  Church.  '  In  the  person  of  the  present  esteemed  Moderator 
they  had  also  an  example  of  Christian  courtesy.  He  was  perfectly  sure  of  this, 
that  the  Church  in  her  selection  of  Dr.  Main  remembered  how  much  she  owed  to 
him,  and  the  great  practical  work  he  had  allotted  to  him  in  the  Christian  edueaiion 
of  the  people.    (Applause.) 

The  motion  having  been  put  to  the  Assembly  was  at  once  adopted.  Dr.  Begg, 
Dr.  Wilson,  and  the  Earl  of  Kintore  then  left  the  hall,  and  informed  Dr.  Main  of 
his  appointment.     On  his  entrance  to  the  hall  he  was  loudly  applauded. 

Mr.  BUBNS,  before  vacating  the  chair,  addressed  the  Moderator>eleot  in  theae 
terms : — It  is  now  my  pleasing  duty  to  announce  to  you  from  this  chair  that  you 
have  been  elected  by  the  General  Assembly — unanimously  and  cordially — ^to 
preside  over  it  as  its  Moderator,  and  in  doing  so  to  welcome  you  to  the  dignities 
and  duties  of  that  office,  reaigming  them  willingly  into  your  hands.  Allow  me  to 
transmit  to  you  also  the  assurance  which  I  received  from  my  esteemed  predecessor, 
in  like  circnmstanceB,  and  whieh,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  as  fully  verified  in  your 
experience  as  it  was  in  mine,  that  the  Assembly  which  calls  you  to  this  high  ofllce 
will  sustain  you  in  it — that  you  may  rely,  with  all  confidence,  on  the  respect,  the 
sympathy,  the  forbearance,  and  the  prayers  of  your  brethren.  Yon  will  find  it  to 
be  a  less  formidable  undertaking  in  reality  than  it  was  in  anticipation ;  and  the 
promise  of  the  Master,  **  whose  ye  are,  and  whom  ye  serve,"  will  not  fail :  **  My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."  Allow  me  further  to  congratulate  yon  on  the  doable 
diatlnction  which  your  academic  Alma  Mater  and  your  mother  Church  hare  con- 
curred in  bestowing  npon  yon,  and  to  express,  at  the  same  time,  the  wiah  that  you 
may  be  long  sparvd  to  wear  these  hoaoon  meekly,  tad  to  prove  yoonelf  worthy  of 
them. 
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,  TU  MODERATOR,  in  taking  the  ftbaXr,  udd—Fftthers  and  Brethren,— For  the 
bonotf  yim  ha?e  done  me  in  plaieing  me  in  the  chidr  of  thla  General  Assembly,  I 
todtr  7«o  ay  warmest  thanks.  For  any  one  to  know  that  he  has  a  place  in  the 
Mtinaiaea  of  his  fellow-men  is  always  a  grateful  thing ;  bnt  for  a  minister  of 
Cbriit  to  reeei?e  sndi  an  expression  at  the  hands  of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry 
»d  ddenhip  of  the  Choreh,  has  in  it  a  gratification  pecnliarly  its  own.  This  by 
io«r  great  kindness  I  have  been  made  to  know,  and  now  beg  most  gratefully  to 
i«bievledge  the  responsibility  of  the  position  I  deeply  feel.  For  the  right  dis- 
ehirge  of  its  doties  I  am  in  many  ways  very  Inadeqnate,  bnt  I  trnst  to  year 
StBenas  foilMaranee,  and  look  np  to  Him  who,  when  leaving  His  infant  Ohnrcb  in 
IB  alien  world,  gave  them  the  graeions  assuranoe,  ^  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  eycn 
to  ibe  cad  of  the  world." 

TBI  OBUB0B*B  inSiHOVABT  JUBILEE. 

Tbkis  the  year  of  our  missionary  jubilee.     When  the  Assembly  met  in  1829, 

like  Ckoreh  had  no  liying  representative  on  the  foreign  field  ;  she  had  no  missionary 

tod  BO  MUiimuiry  Record  ;  foreign  mission  reports  formed  no  part  whatever  of  the 

Usiaett  of  her  Assemblies ;  she  had  no  Duff  or  Wilson  retaming  from  the  scene 

«t  ibeir  labours  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  perishing.     With  the  exception  of  the 

prclimisaiy  steps  of  the  few  preceding  years,  yon  may  pAss  along  the  line,  and 

(troae  Ike  annals  of  her  General  Assemblies,  and  never  learn  that  there  was  such 

&  thisf  as  a  heathen  world — not  till,  in  your  backward  investigations,  you  cross 

iW  eeatoiy,  and  alight  upon  that  memorable  debate  that  marked  its  close— a 

^Uk  that  is  of  grent  historic  value ;  for,  like  one  of  those  instruments  of  self-regis' 

tauoo,  (he  Church,  though  she  knew  it  not,  and  meant  it  not,  was  making  a  regis- 

tntioB,  for  all  tlme^  of  her  own  spiritual  condition.     If  it  told  that  religion  in  the 

land  wtt  it  a  very  low  ebb,  it  told  at  the  same  time  that  the  tide  had  begun  to 

tsrn;  that  if  the  pnlse  of  iife  was  low,  it  was  not  at  the  lowest,  for  you  conld  feel 

it  belting.    The  very  fact  of  the  debate  was  a  hopeful  symptom.     When  men 

iloffiber  the  soundest   they  are    wrapt   in  profound  unconsciousness— darkness 

Bukci  BO  revelation  of  itself;  it  is  the  light  that  comes  to  dispel  it  that  serves  at 

tbe  lame  time  to  disclose  it.    It  was  the  dawn  of  a  better  day,  telling  that  the 

(iirkneu  was  paaalng  and  the  true  light  breaking.     From  that  day  forward  the 

loiisionaiy  eanae  received  a  new  impulse.    Missionary  societies  were  formed  among 

thoee  who  felt  for  the  heathen,  and  which  have  rendered  noble  service.    A  debate 

like  that  would  now  be  an  impossibility  in  any  of  the  Churches  of  Christ.    Never- 

t^IesB,  it  served  a  most  important  purpose :  it  helped  on  the  cause  it  was  meant  to 

^^ish,  and  that  generation  did  not  pasa  till  the  Church  that  had  repudiated  the 

cfiieTprise  embraeed  it  as  her  own. 

But  while  this  year  of  jubilee  makes  a  loud  call  for  gratitude,  the  fact  that  it  is 
kt  the  jo'tA  may  well  startle  and  surprise  us.  Dating  from  ihe  Reformation,  it 
night  have  been  the  eighth  or  ninth — nothing  easier  than  to  point  to  such  a  fact  as 
this,  and  on  the  ground  of  it,  pronounce  a  sweeping  sentence  of  condemnation 
t^iast  the  fathers  of  the  Reformation  period,  as  if  they  had  been  destitute  of  zeal 
fer  the  glory  of  Christ  and  the  interests  of  His  kingdom.  But  this  were  to  do 
•Wa  a  great  injustice ;  for  what  is  the  missionary  spirit  but  that  which  prompts 
<-j  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  for  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  men  %  and  mani* 
'^'It,  in  their  cireumstances,  Scotland  was  their  mission  field.  Their  primary  and 
p&runount  duty  was  to  see  to  it,  that  the  vine  that  had  been  brought  out  of  Egypt 
should  take  deep  root  and  fill  the  land,  sending  out  her  boughs  to  the  sea,  and  her 
^nnehes  nnto  the  river,  else  the  hills  would  never  have  been  covered  with  the  shadow 
<^f  it,  aor  the  boughs  tkereof  been  like  the  goodly  cedars.  This  was  the  work  that 
Isy  to  their  hands,  and  if  they  had  been  left  free  and  unfettered  in  the  doing  of  it, 
a  single  generation  might  have  sufficed  for  the  purpose.  The  Gospel  would  have 
t^B  preached  throughout  all  their  borders,  and  their  energies  would  have  been  set 
fnt  to  enter  upon  other  fields;  instead  of  having  but  one  jubilee  in  her  history, 
«>be  might  have  had  many  missionary  jubilees,  but  the  position  in  which  she  was 
placed  rendered  this  an  impoeaibilitj — they  had  other  and  sterner  work  given  them 


6  THE  MODBRATOR'S  OPENING  ADDRESS. 

to  do.  The  J  hftd  to  oontoud  for  tho  prerogatlTet  of  OhriBt  and  the  liberties  of  HU 
Charch ;  they  had  to  repel  aggreuion  and  confront  the  Throne.  Instead  of  being 
free  to  fulfil  their  proper  functions  as  a  Chnreh  of  Christ,  thej  had  to  fight  fbr  fre^ 
dom  almost  from  the  rerj  oatset»  and  they  fooght  it  nobly.  The  memoiy  of  tlMir 
eentendings  i>efore  kings  and  goreiners— in  the  prison  and  on  the  sesflbld,  amid 
the  dells  and  the  morasses  of  oar  natlTe  land— shall  nefer  be  foigotten  so  tong  as 
the  heath-bell  gathers  on  the  moontain  sod— so  long  as  piety  mskes  abode  on 
earth,  and  lawless  tyranny  is  abhorred  of  men.  All  honour  to  the  men  wlio  Ibnght 
the  battles  for  Christ's  crown  and  oovenant^  and  jeopardised  their  Itres  on  the  high 
places  of  the  field  t 

Now,  we  would  altogether  fiiil  of  turning  this  Missionary  Jubilee  to  its  proper 
aceoont  if  we  did  not  make  it  the  occasion  of  fuming  the  eyes  of  our  people  on  the 
mission  field,  securing  for  it  a  place  in  their  minds  and  hearts  it  ncTor  hsd  belorei 
It  would  be  nothing  short  of  a  grieTous  calamity  if  we  aimed  at  notUng  more  thsa 
to  secure  larger  contributions  to  our  Mission  Funds,  and  a  larger  number  of  men 
offering  themselTCs  for  the  serrice.  Tliai,  however  important  and  indispensable, 
is  totally  inadequate.  It  is  far  too  narrow  and  limited  to  meet  the  necessities  of 
the  case,  or  to  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.  We  must  get  the  entire  mass  of  our  people, 
young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,*  to  face  the  appalling  fact,  that  millions  are  living  m 
darkness,  and  Christ  is  their  only  light.  They  stand  as  much  in  need  of  a  Saviour 
as  we — with  the  same  guilt  to  be  cancelled,  the  same  stains  to  be  washed — they 
have  souls  as  much  in  need  of  redemption  ss  our  own,  and  their  redemption  is  as 
preoious ;  they  hare  the  same  death  before  them,  and  the  same  jodgment  throne, 
and  the  same  great  eternity ;  and  is  it  possible  for  us  to  allow  them  to  live  on  in 
darkness — ^not  having  the  light  of  lifet  We  are  not  possessed  of  salvation  power, 
hot  we  are  possessed  of  salvation  means,  and  surely  it  ought  to  be  to  all  of  us  a 
'matter  of  intense  solicitude  to  see  to  it  that  of  those  means  they  shall  not  be 
destitute. 

If  Christendom,  fastening  her  eyes  on  heathendom,  were  to  take  up  the  deter- 
mination  that  this  generation  shall  not  pass  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Chospel 
being  brought  within  the  reach  of  all  people,  would  it  not  be  a  great  point  gained! 
If  the  Churches  of  the  liying  God  throughout  the  world,  concerting  together,  would 
go  forth  on  this  glorious  enterprise,  each  choosing  her  own  field  of  labour — ^no 
Jostling  or  competition — but  each  in  the  spirit  of  Abraham  to  Lot,  "  If  you  go  to 
ibe  right  hand  I  will  go  to  the  left;"  not  doing  it  In  mere  impulsiveness  and 
unwisdom,  but  in  the  way  that  Providence  opens  up  and  judgment  dictates ;  and 
see  to  it  that  on  all  the  high  hills  the  Gospel  banner  shall  be  planted,  waving  in 
the  sight  of  all  lands ;  that  in  all  our  great  cities  there  shall  be  men  traversilbg  the 
streets,  publishing  better  tidings  than  fell  from  the  lips  of  Jonah  in  the  streets  of 
Nineveh;  that  while  leaving  untouched  the  other  methods  by  which  alone  the 
Gospel  can  be  rooted  and  rendered  permanent,  provision  shall  be  made  for  the 
Gospel  trumpet  being  sounded  as  speedily  as  possible  in  the  ears  of  men,  throwing 
on  them  the  responsibility  of  its  acceptance,  and  delivering  ourselves  from  the 
terrible  responsibility  of  the  existing  state  of  things — ^millions  of  our  fellow-Bbmers 
in  ignorance  of  Christ  and  His  great  salvation. 

This  year  of  jubilee  must  be  made  a  new  point  Of  departure ;  and  while  realising 
to  the  full  the  sovereignty  of  God,  and  our  entire  dependence  upon  Him,  we  must 
set  ourselves  to  reallM  more  fblly  our  own  responsibility,  and  veiy  specially  to 
realise  what  I  may  Tenture  to  call  our  Profddential  responsibility,  springing  out  of 
the  experience  through  which  we  have  passed,  and  the  character  of  the  times  in 
which  we  live. 

There  is  onr  own  peculiar  expeiienoe. 

Methinks  we  would  ihll  into  a  grievous  mistske  if  we  thought  of  our  pre-  and 
post-Disruption  histoiy,  u  if  it  had  been  a  mere  contest  for  certain  principles,  the 
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vkidb^tesiead  of  ■ttrronddrinCf  we  •Qirendered  our  position,  and  went  forth  withont 
tie  eemp  in  erder  to  mnintaui  tbem  in  unfettered  freedom.  That  were  to  lower  it 
ftiT  mock  to  the  lerel  of  a  mere  intelleetaal  conflict  and  to  regard  the  sacrifices 
mait,  and  the  liherality  displayed,  as  nothing  higher  than  homage  paid  to  con- 
BTMstiens  coAfietioii.  Ko  doubt  that  waa  true— hat  it  was  far  more  than  that;  it 
spang  from  l^TC  and  lojal^  to  Jesus  Christ;  it  was  instinct  with  the  Terj  spirit 
elsapicme  derotedneaa  to  Jeaua  Christ;  that  eondition  of  soul,  that  in  nothing 
wenid  it  allow  the  authority  of  Christ  to  be  infringed,  or  the  honour  of  Christ  to  be 
tiniishtd,  or  anything  alien  to  the  mind  and  will  of  Chriat  to  find  footing  within 
ear  becdera.  If  it  had  in  it  anything  worthy  of  the  approbation  of  the  Master, 
sad  of  a  plaee  In  the  Church's  spiritual  annala,  that  must  hare  been  its  meaning, 
and  if  ae^  U  eould  not  stop  abort  there — ^it  was  nerer  meant  to  terminate  upon 
ittclC  It  were  to  miaa  the  meaning,  and  lose  the  lessons,  of  that  erentful  period 
if  we  eonfined  oar  attention  to  the  exteniJals  of  the  struggle,  or  to  the  specific  form 
ia  which  ita  fundamental  principles  found  their  exhibition.  In  its  true  sif^iificance. 
it  was  for  ihe  peerless  prerogatires  of  Christ  as  King  on  His  holy  hill  of  Ziou ;  and 
ae  mm  eonld  pasa  through  that  struggle  without  finding  it  re-act  most  powerfully 
apott  UaMelf,  inspiring  him  with  a  profounder  Iotc  and  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ, 
vtdeniBg  hia  horiaon,  clearing  his  Tision,  intensifying  and  deepening  his  devotion, 
sad  realtaing  all  the  grace  and  loTing-kindness  of  the  Lord  to  the  Church  both 
bcioce  and  since,  how  could  it  fall  to  impart  to  us  a  deeper  sense  of  obligation  to 
Christy  a  loftier  sense  of  our  power  and  capability  of  rendering  service  to  Christ,  as 
well  as  bringing  us  into  closer  sympathy  with  Christ  1  And  what  ought  to  be  the 
estBtaa  of  all  this  I  What  else  but  to  make  ua  look  out  upon  the  world  as  with 
thetoy  ^7«a  of  Chriat;  feel  toward  it  aa  with  the  very  heart  of  Chriat;  fulfil,  in 
iilKien  to  it»  the  great  command  of  Chriat — ''Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all 
saiieas ; "  norer  resting  in  our  march  till  the  empire  of  Christ  be  co-extensive 
with  the  world,  "and  they  ahall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain, 
for  the  earth  ahall  be  fuU  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the 


And  then  ihtre  ia  the  responsibility  arising  from  the  course  of  events,  .and  the 
chaaeter  of  the  timea  in  which  we  live.  Compare  the  state  of  things  now  with 
what  it  waa  fifty  years  ago,  in  respect  of  cur  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  our 
Beana  of  intereonxse  with  the  world,  and  it  cannot  fail  to  fill  you  with  aatouish- 
■cat.  Regions  that  were  hermetjctflly  sealed  against  the  outside  world  have  been 
thrown  vide  open,  and  regions  into  which  no  traveller  had  penetrated  have  been 
discovered  and  diadoeed,  rivera  hare  been  traced  to  their  source,  regions  that  were 
given  ovor  to  deaolation  and  aterility  are  found  teeming  with  a  living  population, 
iaataad  of  eontinenta  of  sand  you  ha? e  magnificent  lakes  like  inland  seas,  imparting 
heaaty  to  the  landscape,  fertility  to  the  soil,  and  furnishing  the  means  of  communi- 
cuioa  betwixt  iia  diiferent  and  distant  portions.  ^Scientific  discovery  and  geo- 
fiaphical  raaeareh  have  contributed  to  lay  a  burden  of  responsibility  on  the 
i^fistiaa  Ohnrch  of  the  weightieat  character,  and-  one  that  is  altogether  new. 
The  qaeataen.  Who  ia  my  neighbour  1  has  received  an  anawer  it  never  got  before. 
It  is  aa  if  whole  leaguea  of  diatance  had  been  annihilated,  and  the  whole  world  had 
become  oar  neighbour.  By  the  revelations  that  have  been  made,  we  know  the 
world  better  than  we  ever  knew  it ;  by  the  diicoveries  and  applicationa  of  science, 
we  have  been  brought  into  closer  proximity  to  the  world;  we  nave  meana  of  access 
ivnaehiBg  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth  we  never  possessed ;  upon  us  the  ends  of 
the  world  an  come;  we  have  opportunitiea  which  no  preceding  generation  ever 
had;  we  have  faeilitiea;  we  have  possibilities;  we  have  a  power,  and,  therefore,  a 
priee,  put  into  oor  hands  for  the  evangelization  of  the  worid,  altogether  unknown 
bctN*.  It  were  to  miss  one  of  the  gmndest  opportunities  ever  given ;  it  were  to 
twra  a  deaf  ear  to  one  of  the  loudeat  appeala  that  waa  ever  addressed  to  her,  if  the 
Chaich  of  Chriat  did  not  at  once  ariae  and  enter  in  and  win  the  nations. 

Far  the  right  disehane  of  the  spiritual  functions  on  the  part  of  the  Church,  two 
tUags  an  altogether  imuapeDsable — there  mnat  be  life  within  and  liberty  without. 
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Speaking  in  general  terme,  daring  the  etrlier  portion  of  her  hmtoiy,  the  Chareb 
had  life,  bat  no  liberty,  and  daring  the  latter  portion  of  it,  when  the  Bevolaiion 
period  had  brought  the  liberty,  she  loon  began  to  loae  the  life.  It  ia  jnat  aa  true 
of  chnrehea  in  their  eolleetlTo  capacity  aji  it  ia  of  indiridaal  aonla,  that  they  are 
liable  to  fall  into  backtliding  and  deolenaloD.  The  planting  of  the  CSmreh  of 
Christ  in  any  land  famiahea  no  aecnrity  whaterer  that  tiiere  it  shall  abide  for  erer, 
and  eotttinue  to  floariah  and  preTalL  The  Chnrch  of  Jeroialem — the  eariieit  of 
them  all— was  the  seat  of  a  cooncil,  bat  not  the  scene  of  a  jabilee,  and  aa  litUe  do 
we  read^of  it  in  regard  to  the  seven  Chnrches  of  Asia.  Christiaaity  cornea  to  ns 
like  eyeiy  other  gift  of  God,  under  the  operation  of  the  inevitable  law,  that  ''to 
him  that  hath  shall  be  given,  and  from  him  that  hath  not  ahall  be  taken  awav 
even  that  which  he  hath."  Had  it  been  otherwise,  it  would  have  made  the  Goapel 
very  much  of  an  irresponsible  religion.  If,  despite  their  apiritnal  indiflTerence  and 
departarea  from  the  faiih,  the  Church  had  continaed  to  maintain  her  external 
existence  in  every  city  in  which  it  had  been  proclaimed  and  in  every  aoil  in  which 
it  had  been  planted,  and  had  come  down  to  us  in  an  unbroken  line,  it  would  have 
robbed  it  of  all  its  glory,  and  made  it  altogether  a  mechanical  and  material  thing. 
The  history  of  the  Chorcb,  instead  of  being  the  hiatory  of  living  aonls,  and  of  the 
operation  of  spiritual  forces,  would  have  been  very  much  a  mere  visible  and  eztornal 
organisation,  with  Ichabod  written  on  its  walls.  If,  therefore,  it  be  felt  as  a  great 
disappointment,  in  regard  to  so  many  of  the  Churchea  planted  by  Apostles  and  the 
early  heralda  of  the  Cross,  that  instead  of  a  suocession  of  missionary  jubilees,  one 
after  another,  through  the  many  centuries  of  the  past,  extinction  or  corruption 
should  have  overtaken  them,  it  ought  not  to  be  matter  of  surprise.  Bather  let  os 
learn  the  solemn  and  weighty  lessons  it  is  fitted  and  designed  to  teach.  Let  na  aee 
in  it  the  operation  of  the  principle  enunciated  by  the  Master,  '<If  the  salt  have  lost 
ita  savour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  It  is  thenceforth  good  for  nothing,  bnt  to 
be  cast  out  and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  men."  Let  us  be  upon  our  guard 
against  all  that  savoura  of  lokewarmnesa  and  iodifTerence,  giving  eameat  heed  Uk 
the  warning  voice,  **  Hemember  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent  and  do  the  firat 
works,  or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will  remove  thy  candlestick  oat 
of  ite  plttce,  except  thou  repent.  Hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  take 
thy  crown.'* 

But  while  this  liability  to  oormption  and  decay  imparte  a  peculiar  aadneas  to 
the  history  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  it  serves  at  iLe  same  time  to  bring  out  into 
vivid  exhibition  this  characteristic  of  the  divine  method  of  procedure,  that  when 
special  work  requires  to  be  done,  He  raises  up  men  specially  qualified  for  the  doing- 
of  it.  In  the  days  of  the  Reformation,  he  raised  up  Luther,  and  Calvin,  and  Elnoz  ; 
men  very  variously  gifted,  yet  each  specially  endowed  for  the  work  given  him  to  do. 
And  when  God  began  the  work  of  restoring  our  Church  and  bringing  her  back  from 
her  deep  declension,  he  raised  up  three  men  who,  in  their  own  several  ways,  rendered 
signal  aervice  in  promoting  it — Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  and 
last,  and  greatest  of  them  all.  Dr.  Chalmers.  It  is  of  this  last  alone  that  I  mean  to 
speak,  for  this  year  is  memorable  as  the  centenary  of  his  birth.  The  plaoe  he 
occupied,  and  the  services  he  rendered,  demanded  that  it  should  receive  some  fitting 
commemoration.  Thia  ^has  been  done  by  leading  representativea  of  our  common 
Christianity,  and  it  haa  been  so  amply  and  so  admirably  done,  that  it  might  seem 
to  be  altogether  auperfluous  to  recur  to  it  again ;  and  yet  I  cannot  help  feeling  as 
if  you  would  have  cause  to  be  disappointed  if  no  official  recognition  came  from  the 
chair  of  the  Assembly*  of  the  memory  of  the  man  to  whom  we  owe  ao  much. 
We  stood  to  him  in  no  common  relation ;  for  the  very  existence  of  the  Free  Ohnreh 
is  in  a  very  large  degree  traceable  to  him.  It  is  the  fruit  of  thb  revived  Christianity 
to  which,  by  his  life  and  labours,  he  so  powerfully  contributed.  Into  the  controversy 
that  went  before,  he  threw  himself  with  all  the  ardour  of  his  nature,  carrying  con- 
viction to  Uie  mind  by  hia  expositions  of  the  principles  involved ;  while,  in  regard 
to  the  organisation  that  followed  after,  with  a  forethought  and  a  practical  sagacity 
supposed  to  be  altogether  incompatible  with  genius,  ho  had  planned  hia  method  for 
the  support  of  the  Gospel;  and  ao  admirably  had  he  done  it,  that  what  waa 
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neiBt  11  a  lifeboat  to  lare  ns  from  the  wreck,  was  looked  upon  as  better  than  the 

I  ahall  not  indvJge  in  the  language  of  eulogy,  nor  pronounce  his  panegyric  as  the 
giestest  Seotebman  of  his  day,  whose  name  shall  go  down  with  honoar  to  many 
fcseiaUons.  Keiiher  sliall  I  expatiate  on  the  loftiness  of  his  genius,  and  tho 
fplendonr  of  his  eloqaence,  that  burned  and  blazed,  thrilling  and  enrapturing  all 
vbo  eame  nnder  its  spell.  I  would  rather  speak  of  him  as  Qod's  great  instrument, 
laiied  op  to  do  a  great  work.  As  a  minister  of  the  glorious  Gospel,  he  broke  in  upon 
ike  slunbera  of  a  drowsy  generation,  arrested  their  attention,  turned  the  current  of 
tkcir  though ti  and  Utos,  and  secured  for  eTsngelical  religion  a  place  it  never  had 
before.  In  hia  hands  men  felt  that  it  was  impossible  to  continue  to  look  down 
apoB  it,  as  if  it  were  meant  for  babes,  and  not  for  full-grown  men.  It  was  the  old 
Gospel  of  salTation  through  the  blood  of  the  Cross ;  but,  by  the  freshness  and  the 
ferronr  ef  hia  ezhihitions  of  the  truth,  he  threw  such  a  charm  and  fascination  around 
it,  that  men  felt  in  a  measure  as  if  it  were  altogether  new.  As  a  philanthropist,  he 
libmned  for  the  highest  good  of  the  people,  believing  that  the  moral  lay  at  the 
fooadatioB  of  the  economical,  and  that  the  Gospel  was  the  only  power  that  could 
ekrale  ihem  in  the  soeial  scale,  as  well  as  ripen  and  mature  them  for  a  glorioua 
eternity.  He  not  merely  laboured  himself,  but  he  drew  around  him  a  multitude  of 
otheia,  like-minded  with  himself,  who  threw  themselyes  willingly  into  the  service. 
Bst  issCead  of  entering  into  detail  upon  the  many  and  the  noble  seryices  which  he 
to  the  cause  of  the  Gh>spel,  I  would  rather  point  to  the  man  himself, 
tke  noble  simplicity  of  his  nature,  the  unaffected  humility  of  his  char- 
r,  hia  singleness  of  aim,  the  enthusiasm  that  pervaded  his  whole  being,  and 
t^  eacTgy  he  threw  into  all  he  undertook :  for,  after  all,  it  is  not  merely  the  things 
that  he  said  and  did,  but  behind  them  all,  and  better  far  than  them  all,  there  was 
tU  Bsa  himself.  The  same  things  said  or  done  by  other  men  would  not  hare  been 
the  same  thbiga.  Aa  coming  from  him,  they  were  invested  with  a  meaning  and 
pimssuil  of  an  inflnenoe  all  £eir  own.  It  was  not  instruction  merely,  it  was  inspi- 
ntioo.  Hia  telling  power  upon  other  men  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  all  his 
elttraetexiBtiea.  He  raised  you  alof^  and  carried  yon  along  with  him,  as  on  a  rush- 
isg  tide.  It  was  an  era  in  any  man's  life  to  have  heard  him.  From  that  day  for- 
ward yon  became  like  another  man ;  with  loftier  conceptions,  and  nobler  impulses, 
aad  purer  aapirationa.  It  was  impossible  to  be  brought  into  contact  with  him  with- 
est  xeeeiving  new  views  at  once  of  the  possibilities  of  life,  and  the  responsibilities  of 
life.  What  could  be  finer  thui  to  see  him,  in  the  closing  years  of  his  life,  returning 
to  the  work  of  territorial  ministration,  with  his  confidence  unabated  in  the  power  of 
the  Gospel  to  elevate  and  tranaform  the  most  sunken  and  debased  of  our  city  popo- 
lationl  And  then  there  is  the  grandeur  of  his  end.  It  was  not  we  that  resigned 
hiB;  it  waa  Ood  that  took  him.  Aa  the  tidings  spread  throughout  the  land,  and 
many  Isnda  afar,  the  hearts  of  men  were  bowed  beneath  the  sense  of  the  greatness 
efthe  losa.  ^My  ikther!  My  father!  the  chariots  of  Israel,  and  the  horsemen 
tittreof ! "  and  they  saw  his  face  no  more. 


Kow,  it  is  not  merely  that  these  two  things — the  centenary  and  the  jiibil< 
happen  to  ^nehronize  eaeh  in  its  own  place,  demanding  our  grateful  commendation; 
bat  ii  is  thai  these  two  stand  in  close  and  intimate  connection  with  one  another.  It 
was  the  impolsive  power  of  the  ministry  of  Chalmers  that,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
MBislered  to  the  production  and  extension  of  vital  godliness  in  the  land;  it  is  to 
tUs  we  are  indebted  for  the  men  that  offered  themselves  for  the  mission  field,  and 
lar  the  means  that  were  placed  at  her  disposal  to  enable  her  to  maintain  them  there. 
To  Chalmers  and  to  Duff  we  owe  the  commencement  of  a  new  missionary 
epeeh.  It  was  not  missionaries,  as  such,  that  he  set  himself  to  rear,  as  if  that  had 
been  the  one  speeific  business  of  his  life ;  but  it  was  to  bring  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
to  bcsr  with  living  power  upon  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  men.  By  so  doing  he 
vss  net  only  saving  their  souls,  but  he  was  creating  the  very  material  of  which  mis- 
aeusries  sre  made;  He  was  producing  the  very  state  of  mind  out  of  which  the 
BkissieBaiy  impulse  springs,  and  by  which  it  is  nourished  and  sustained.    What  is 
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a  Urlng  ChrUtitnity  bat  the  liTing  aoiii  in  closest  contact  with  the  lifing  Safionr, 
reeelving  oat  of  Hia  falnesa  grace  for  grace;  reoeiring  fireely.  It  freely  girea;  reeeirlng 
fully,  it  fally  glTca;  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  livera  of  lifing  water. 

To  refer  to  bnt  one  single  illastration.    Who  among  as  can  think  of  the  life  and 
laboan  of  Darid  Liyingntone,  without  seeing  in  him  one  of  the  finest  exhibitions  of 
the  power  of  the  Qospel,  and  feeling  that  these  haTe  laid  us  under  great  obligations  1 
He  has  opened  up  the  interior  of  Africa  as  it  never  was  before ;  he  has  fSutened  the 
eyes,  hot  merely  of  Europe,  but  of  the  ciyilised  world,  on  that  dark  land,  as  it  neyer 
was  before.    I  know  not  how  I  can  speak  in  terms  of  soflScient  admiration  of  the 
enthusiastic  ardoar,  of  the  heroic  courage,  the  indomitable  energy,  and  the  unflinch- 
ing perseyerance  he  displayed.    While  his  labours  were  almost  superhnman,  hia 
sacrifices  were  peculiarly  intense.    Think  of  his  leaving  erery  thing  like  ciTiliaation 
behind  him,  and  the  companionship  of  cultivated  men,  and  plunging  into  the  dark- 
ness of  unknown  regions,  pursuing  his  lonely  way  with  that  unwearied  tramp,  amid 
difficulties  and  privations  of  no  otdinary  character,  till  at  length,  wearied  and  worn 
out  with  the  greatness   of  his   way,  he  was  arrested  in  his  march,  and  bade 
his  attendants  build  him  a  hut,  in  wiiich   to  die.     And  his  death:   I  know 
not  of  almost  anything  grander.    It  has  in  it  the  elements  of  true  sublimity.     He 
died  on  his  knees ;  he  entered  heaven  by  prayer.    He  died  alone ;  and  yet  not  alone : 
the  eye  of  Heaven  was  on  him.    I  know  not  how  there  could  have  been  a  finer  ter- 
mination to  a  noble  life.    Now,  it  won't  do  for  us  to  expend  our  admiration  on  the 
Belf-denying  devotion  of  the  man  and  rest  satisfied  with  that.     We  owe  it  to  the 
memory  of  David  Livingstone  that  we  should  enter  in  and  tiJce  possession  of  the 
land  which  he  opened  up.     He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  march,  and,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  his  work  partook  very  largely  of  the  secular,  while  animated  and 
Bustained  by  the  noblest  impulses — service  rendered  to  Christ,  accepted  by  Ohriat, — 
nevertheless,  in  respect  of  its  direct  material,  it  wss  not  spiritnal  in  its  character. 
And  I  can  well  imagine  that  comparatively  few  may  have  been  won  by  his  peraonal 
instrumentality  to  Christ;  but  is  he,  on  that  account,  to  be  left  to  go  without  hia 
reward !    Is  he  to  have  no  crown  of  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesna  ^ 
Asa  breaker-up  of  the  way,  he  has  fastened  the  eyes  of  Christendom  on  the  interior 
of  Africa,  and  provided  an  entering  in  for  the  glorious  Gospel.    If  the  churches  of 
Christ  enter  into  his  labours,  and  turn  them  to  the  practical  account  for  which  ihtj 
were  undergone,  what  a  revenue  of  glory  will  redound  to  God,  in  the  ingathering  of 
precions  souls  I    And » Africa,  no  longer  torn  and  bleeding,   down-trodden   and 
debased,  but  rescued  and  regenerated,  basking  in  the  light,  and  rejoicing  in  the 
liberty  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  will  constitute  the  true  memorial  of  one  of  Uie  most 
heroic  and  enduring  of  the  children  of  men. 

TBI  L068B  BT  DMkTTL 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  our  General  Assembly,  the  hand  of  death  has  been 
very  heavy  on  the  ministers  of  our  Church.  Not  fewer  than  25  have  fallen  beneath 
his  power.  Of  these,  not  fewer  than  nine  take  rank  among  the  Dlsmptlon  heroes. 
Three  of  ihem  were  fellow-students  of  my  own  in  Glaagow  College.  It  would  bo  out 
of  keeping,  and  it  would  serve  no  good  end,  to  enumerate  them  here.  I  wonld 
rather  think  of  them  as  those  whose  names  were  written  in  heaven ;  and,  having 
served  their  generation  by  the  will  of  God,  have  fallen  on  sleep ;  '<  they  rest  fron& 
their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them."  Of  these  I  make  selection  of  three 
for  a  brief  reference. 

Hr.  Laing,  so  well  known  to  many  of  our  younger  ministers  as  the  Librarian  of 
the  New  College— a  Disruption  hero — one  of  a  class  of  men  whose  steadfast  adherence 
to  the  cause  demanded  the  exercise  of  no  common  faith,  and  whose  anrrender  of 
their  poaition  involved  no  common  sacrifice,  and  whose  names  deserve  to  he  en« 
shrined  in  a  place  of  no  eommon  honoui^  Stationed  in  a  quiet  conntty  pariah,  with 
work  sufficient  to  call  forth  his  energies,  yet  leaving  room  for  learned  leisure;  in  a 
state  of  health  far  from  robust,  that  must  have  made  him  shrink  from  the  demands 
which  the  change  involved — but  he  stood  firm  in  the  day  of  trial,  diaplayhig  then. 
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ai  h#  did  tkrwigk  Uk,  all  tiiA  firmn«M  of  a  nan  of  priaelple,  all  the  delioaey  of  a 
■am  of  CseliBg,  and  all  tho  high  Gbriatiaa  consistenej  of  a  man  of  Ood. 

Dr.  Jhaaer  of  Fakley;  oininoDt  la  an  ediicalloniat»  diatinguulied  as  a  man  of 
Kientifte  attainmenU,  but,  higher  far  than  all,  a  laboriooc  and  aaeceufal  miniater  of 
Jeiaa  Chrial ;  In  many  waya  and  in  many  linea  ho  rendered  signal  aerrice.  For  the 
ktgher  odveadon  of  the  ooantiy  vUh  patdotio  zeal  he  laboared  mueh.  In  an  ago 
of  ideatiftc  aoq»ticiam,  by  hla  "  blending  lighti,"  he  prorided  an  antidote  for  the 
tbooghtfnl,  eapeciallj  for  yonng  men.  While  he  fed  hia  flock  with  the  finest  of  tho 
wheat,  be  was  a  power  for  good  in  the  town  in  which  he  laboured.  In  the  day  of 
kii  life,  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion  united  in  gi?ing  practical  expression  to  their 
tppicelatioii  of  his  high  character  and  devoted  aerrice,  while  the  mnltitodea  thai 
lined  ibo  stneta  aa  hia  body  was  homo  along  to  its  burial,  told  of  the  hold  he  had  on 
tke  heart  of  tho  whole  community. 

And  last  of  all,  there  la  the  Yonerable  Dr  Alexander  Keith,  the  ikther  of  the  Free 
Choreh,  who  had  reached  a  full  patriarehal  age — dying  in  his  99th  year.  It  is  not 
M  Dr.  Keith  of  Stw  Cyma,  where  his  earlier  and  more  Tigorous  years  were  spent,  and 
vhtrt,  in  eonjnnetion  wiUi  hia  son,  whom  failure  of  health  drove  loftg  ago  from  the 
leeae,  and  who,  after  a  few  brief  weeks,  baa  followed  his  aged  sire  to  a  better  world. 
To  the  present  generation  he  has  been  the  Dr.  Keith  on  the  Evidenoe  of  Prophecy 
—a  work  thnt  haa  obtained  a  wide  circulation.  I  remember  well  the  impression 
prodaeed  by  ita  publication.  When  hiatoric  fact  is  placed  side  by  side  with  pro- 
pbetie  Scripture,  it  fhmishea  a  line  of  evidenoe  eminently  popular  and  conTindog. 
Dr.  Keith  formed  one  of  the  deputation  sent  to  make  inqaiiy  after  the  lost  sheep 
of  tke  hooae  of  Israel;  and  later  on  he  yialted  the  land  of  Israel,  turning  his  Tisiu 
to  lewnnt  for  the  strengthening  of  his  argument  by  producing  the  visible  evidence 
of  piophetlc  fulfilment.  His  later  years  were  spent  so  much  in  retirement^  that  he 
vu  aaknown  by  face  to  many  of  the  existing  ministry,  while  not  a  few  would  learn 
ft>r  the  first  time  that  he  had  been  still  with  us  when  they  read  that  he  had  passed 
svay.  A  man  may  write  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  but  the  longest  life  is  too  brief 
wIms  measured  by  the  march  of  Divine  events,  to  admit  of  his  seeing  the  new  realia* 
snoo  of"  tho  aigna  of  tho  times.*'  One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand  yean, 
sad  a  thonaand  yean  as  one  day ;  but  when  placed  alongside  of  human  things  it  is 
Bot  aOi  Tho  patriarch  speaks  of  it  aa  one  of  the  woes  of  a  brief  life  that "  his  sons 
come  to  honour,  and  ho  knoweth  it  not.'*  By  reaaon  of  hia  lengthened  life  Dr. 
Kdth  WBO  spared  that  woo.  He  haa  now  crossed  the  Jordan  and  entered  the  promised 
lead.  Not  aoldom  haa  it  been  found  tliat,  in  the  case  of  those  who  visit  the  earibly 
CsBsan,  and  tread  the  atreeta  of  what  waa  once  the  city  of  the  Great  King,  a  feeling 
of  asdneao  and  disappointment  takes  possession  of  their  mind;  but  when  they  enter 
tke  better  land,  and  tread  the  streets  of  the  Kew  Jerusalem,  it  is  not  so.  It  was  in- 
deed a  true  report  that  I  heard  in  my  land ;  bot  now  that  mine  eyes  see  the  King  in 
His  beaaty,  and  behold  the  land  that  is  afar  off,  behold  the  half  had  not  been 
Urid 


Wo  meet  onder  tho  ahadow  of  a  great  anxiety.  A  case  that  has  occupied  a  large 
•bare  of  tho  attention  of  preceding  Assemblies  comes  up  before  you  agaiu,  and,  pre- 
ionaUy,  for  final  adjudication.  It  has  awakened  the  deepest  ioterest,  not  only 
tfflOBg  ouaolrea,  but  among  the  other  chnrchea  of  Christ.  The  eyes  of  many  are 
tpon  na.  It  ia  a  matter  of  deep  concern,  and  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  prayerful 
■oUdtode,  that  alike  in  the  matter  and  the  manner,  the  Assembly  shall  act  aa 
beoomoa  tho  gravity  of  the  question,  and  the  importance  of  the  interests  involved — 
Sn^vity  not  merely  on  the  part  of  those  who  speak,  but  also  and  not  less  needful 
Snvity  on  the  part  of  them  that  hear.  It  is  a  comfort  to  know  that  many  pnyera 
^ve  gone  up  to  heaven  on  our  behalf,  which  furnishes  a  ground  of  confidence  that 
tke  result  of  your  deliberations  shall  bo  that  which  is  most  in  harmony  with  tho 
Bind  of  Christ,  and  contributive  to  the  glory  of  His  name. 


APDBBW  10  THE  QUBir. 


Mr.  X  C.  BUBKS  aald  he  desired  to  move  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pK«  a  loyal  and  dutiful  addreaa  to  Her  Majeaty  the  Queen  on  the  occasion  of  her 
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nftUl  day.    He  wm  nun  he  needed  not  to  tty  a  word  in  commending  this  motion  t# 
their  aceeptanee.    (A  pplauee. ) 

The  Moderator,  Mr.  Bnmi»  the  Barl  of  Kintore,  and  Sheriff  Campbell  were 
appointed  to  prepare  the  address. 

lOBMAL  Bimnina. 

The  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  were  held  as  read.  The  Easiness  Committee 
of  the  Assembly  was  appointed  (Principal  Rainy  conTcner),  as  were  also  Committees 
on  Bille  and  Overtares  and  the  Committee  for  Printing  the  Acts  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Moderator  then  pronounced  the  benediction^  and  the  Assembly  adjoamed 
at  three  o'clock  to  meet  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  MAT  21. 

The  General  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  one  o'clock — ^Rer.  Dr. 
Main,  Free  SU  Mary's,  Bdinburgh,  Moderator.  Devotional  exercises  were  first 
engsged  in. 

DSFCTIE8  TO  THX  IBIBB  OBUBOB. 

Sir  HENRY  MOKCREIFF,  on  behalf  of  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee, 
stated  that  their  recommendation  was  that  the  ex-Moderator,  Mr.  James  Chalmers 
Bums,  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  Tolbooth  Church,  and  Mr.  M'Candlish,  W.8.|  be 
appointed  as  their  deputies  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland. 

The  recommendation  was  at  once  agreed  to.  It  having  been  found  that  the 
newly  suggested  arrangement  for  future  intercourse  with  the  Churches  of  Ireland 
and  England  had  been  acceded  to  by  their  Supreme  Courts,  it  was  remitted  to  the 
committee  to  confer  with  the  deputies  as  to  the  order  of  that  arrangement,  and  to 
report. 

SABBATH  ASSBKBLT  SEETICn. 

Sir  HEKRY  further  stated  that  the  Arrangements  Committee  recommended 
that  the  Assembly  appoint  the  Rev.  Robert  Rainy,  D.D.,  Principal  of  the  New 
College,  Edinburgh,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  hall  in  the  forenoon  ;  Mr.  John  G. 
Cunningham,  minister  of  St.  Luke's  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  preach  in  the  afternoon  ; 
and  Mr.  Lewis  Davidson,  M.A.,  minister  at  St.  Andrews,  to  preach  in  the  evenini^ 
of  Sabbath,  23rd  May.  Further,  that  Mr.  J.  M.  Shiaoh,  M.  A.,  minister  of  the  Abbey 
Church,  Dunfermline,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  forenoon ;  Mr.  R.  Riach  Thorn, 
minister  of  the  High  Church,  Kilmarnock,  to  preach  in  the  afternoon ;  and  Mr. 
David  Morrison  Ross,  M.A.,  minister  of  St.  John's  Church,  Dundee,  to  preach  in  the 
evening  of  Sabbath,  SOth  May.  Also,  that  Principal  Rsiny  be  instructed,  when 
preaching  in  the  forenoon  of  the  28rd  May,  to  oige  the  claims  of  the  Society  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  Clergy. 

The  Assembly  having  agreed  to  the  appointments,  the  Moderator  intimated  to 
the  several  clergymen  present  that  they  were  thus  appointed. 

MODE  OF  TAKIHO  THX  TOTK. 

The  Assembly  agreed  to  the  following  alterations  recommended  by  the  same 
committee  on  the  mode  of  taking  the  vote : — **  The  members  shall  pass  between  the 
two  tellers,  who  shall  both  audibly  count  the  number  of  each  member  as  he  passes. 
That  the  report  of  the  tellers,  as  read  to  the  House,  shall  be  held  as  finsl  and  eon- 
closive,  and  not  subject  to  any  revision  by  scrutiny  or  otherwise.** 

TBS  SFBCIAL  OOLUtOnOHB  lOB  OHUBOB  SCHHOB. 

Dr.  WILSON  said  the  General  Assembly  last  year  appointed  nine  eollections  to 
be  made,  instead  of  ten,  as  in  the  year  preceding.  The  proceeds  of  the  ten  eollee> 
iions  appointed  by  the  Assembly  of  1878  was  £20.947,  9s.  Id.  The  nine  collections 
appointed  by  last  Assembly  had  yielded  £20,404,  8s.  9d.,  showing  a  decresse  on  the 
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kt  rttliied  by  collections  of  £548,  Sa.  id.  At  laat  Assembly  U  was  reported 
tksl»  ss  compared  with  the  year  preceding,  there  was  a  decrease  on  the  amount  of 
eseh  of  the  eoUeetions,  amounting  in  all  to  £8365,  4s.  4d.  The  resalt  this  year  was 
not  so  imfiTODrabley  thoagh  the  proceeds  of  the  seyeral  collections  exhibited  a  con- 
sidecable  deerease;.     The  following  table  showed  the  comparatire  resalt : — 

LdtftTear.  This  Tear.  Increase.  Decrease. 

Home  Minion £8274  £2980           —  £848 

Goloiuee 2862           2261            -  101 

Totrnga 1128           1192          £63  — 

TTigfcU,^!. 2483           2404            -^  79 

Dinption  Ministera. 2061  2185  124  — 

Jews 2666  2810  143  — 

Continent : 1874  20()2  187  — 

Colleges 1917  2097  179  — 

Manses. 1681             —  —  — 

Evangelisation  of  the  Mamws...    —  2024  —  -^ 


\ 


Tbe  celieetion  for  the  erangellsation  of  the  masses  wss  substitated  this  year  for  that 
fn  ekaiehes  and  manses.  Last  year  there  was  a  collection  for  education,  and  nothing 
VIS  pst  in  its  plnce  this  year.  In  most  esses  a  larger  namber  of  congregations  than 
trea  Isst  year  bad  failed  in  making  the  collection  appointed.  The  reasons  sssigned 
im  the  ihilnre,  when  any  reasons  were  given,  were  of  much  the  same  kind  as  had 
hMa  giren  on  former  occasions — snch  as  the  poverty  of  the  people,  local  claims,  the 
■ihhiide  of  eoUeetions,  vacancies,  and  absence  of  the  minister  at  the  time  of  tiie 
fsiliction.  In  the  case  of  one  congregation  the  reason  asaigned  for  failure  was  not 
qiite  tnteUigible.  It  was  ''collections  slumped."  (Laughter.)  It  appeared  froiti 
<W  Tstans  that  the  number  of  congnigatlons  which  had  laUed  in  making  the 
sp^oiated  collections  were  as  follows  :— 

1880.  1879. 

Jdiomo      •..        ...         •••        ...        ,.•        «.«        •..  o«  4U 

Colonies  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  68  46 

f  OfeigD  ...        ..•        •••        ...         ...        ,,.  36  3«$ 

Highlands  55  60 

Disraption  Ministers 135  122 

•lews         .*•         ■••  *••  ...  ...  •••         ••■  4U  4^ 

Oontuient  97  92 

CoUeses  70  98 

Evangdisation  of  the  Masses —  70 

It  thv  appeared  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  appointed  collections  had  not  been  made 
is  610  esses.     This  wss  to  be  regretted  in  many  ways,  though  the  los^  sustained 
Vis  greater  to  the  oongiegatioas  which  failed  to  make  the  collection  ihan  to  the 
fsads  ef  tbe  neheme  for  which  the  collection  was  made. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBUaiOV  AVD  IfOBALS. 

Mr.  ALEX.  MACKENZIE,  Tolbooth,  Edinboigh,  Convener  of  the  Committee  on 
Bdigion  and  Morals,  gave  in  this  report.  In  submitting  the  report,  Mr.  Mackenzie 
tdiiw—ed  the  AssemUy  at  some  length.  He  reminded  them  how  necessary  it  was 
Ust  they  ahonld  always  keep  in  view  what  the  great  object  of  the  existence  of  the 
Ckareb  of  Christ  on  earth  was.  Every  institution  was  upon  its  trial,  and,  among 
ocher  institntions,  ths  Chnreh  of  Christ  was  on  its  trial  too ;  and  if  any  section  of 
tke  Chnreh  wss  not  carrying  en  soccessfnlly  the  work  for  which  it  existed,  the 
<)eeetion  came  to  be  whether  it  should  exists  As  they  would  see  from  the  com- 
suttee's  report,  they  had  not  any  mailed  evidence  of  special  work  of  grace  here 
sad  there,  as  they  had  had  in  some  years  gone  by.  In  the  Outer  Hebrides,  the 
iakoars  ef  Mr.  John  Stewsrt  had  been  abundantly  rewarded.  The  Presbyteiy  of 
Olasgew  had  entered  thoronghly  into  this  work  of  the  progress  of  the  Oospel  in  their 
■1^  bdiering  that  it  eonld  not  get  on  unless  they  took  stock  erery  year  in  order 
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to  find  oni  how  it  stood  with  them.  The  depoties  whom  the  committee  had  8«iit  to 
▼Uit  Presbyteries  all  reported  that  they  had  xeceiTed  most  cordial  weleoxne.  It 
appeared  their  ▼isits  were  beopming  moeh  more  esteemed  bj  Presbjteiitti.  Of 
coarse,  it  would  not  do  that  they  shoold,  aa  in  the  days  of  old,  constiu;^  tbemselTef 
inquisitors,  bnt  it  was  felt  tliat  in  the  Ghnieh  there  was  too  mneh  independent  of 
acUon  in  tiie  relation  of  brethren  one  to  another.  A  wise  method  of  Presbyterial 
Tisitation  would  be  most  helpfai  in  preventing  congregations  langaishing  and  going 
down,  and,  at  the  same  time,  lifting  np  those,  that  were  down.  The  depnties  also 
reported  on  the  admirable  way  in  whieh  the  office-bearers  over  the  Church  were 
doing  the  work  of  bringing  themselTes  into  contact  with  the  Tarions  classes  of  the 
people  in  their  congregations.  Some  of  the  dden,  howcTer,  it  was  thought,  were 
not  so  well  scqoainted  with  the  home  life  of  the  people  as  they  might  be.  A  most 
encouraging  fact  was  the  number  of  young  peraoos  of  both  sexes  who  were  nndei 
religious  instruction  in  all  the  congregations  of  the  Ohurelr."  In  the  report  there 
was  a  pretty  extenslTC  view  of  the  static  of  morality  in  the  various  districts.  Many 
reported  that  licentiousness  and  drunkenness  were  great  evils,  bnt  it  was  pleasing 
to  find  that  in  many  of  the  districts  intemperance  was  decreasing.  That  might 
arise  from  the  more  marked  attention  given  to  this  evil,  and  the  way  in  whidi 
ministers  and  others  headed  movements  against  It,  so  that  they  might  be  conducted 
in  a  wise  and  scriptural  way.  The  attention  of  tiie  deputies  was  directed  towards 
the  prevalence  of  profanity.  In  Aberdeen,  the  attention  of  the  Fresbyteiy  had  been 
specially  directed  to  profanity  among  the  young,  and  he  found  that  in  that  city  a 
deputation  waited  upon  the  magistrates  In  connecUon  with  this  most  clamant  evil. 
This  was  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of  their  Sabbath  schools  and  teacheni,  as 
also  the  teachers  in  the  day  schools^  The  School  Board  in  Edinburgh  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  this  matter.  Instmctions  were  given  to  the  teachers  not  only 
in  regard  to  profanity,  but  every  other  evil  common  among  children.  In  concluding; 
Mr.  Mackenzie  pointed  out  what  a  wonderful  organisation  the  Free  Church  had. 
They  had  upwards  of  a  thousand  congregations,  and  when  they  thought  of  the 
ministen,  elders,  deacons,  Sabbath  school  teachers,  collectors,  visitors,  and  all  who 
were  engaged  in  Chicistian  work,  they  could  imagine  what  power  they  had|  and  what 
a  great  agency  they  possessed  for  good. 

Professor  BLAIKIE,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  it  was  an  inte- 
resting circumstance  that  in  arranging  the  business  of  the  Assembly  this  committee 
got  the  first  place.  It  was  a  token  of  the  conviction  of  the  Church  that  all  else 
depended  on  the  vital  -  matters  with  which  the  committee  was  charged.  It  was 
evident  that  the  committee  -  attached  much  importance  to  revival  work — work  in 
which  there  was  a  general  awakening  of  spiritual  life  throughout  the  whole  Church 
or  any  part  of  it.  Six  years  ago,  it  liad  been  his  lot  to  occupy  the  position  he  did 
now,  and  on  that  occasion  he  dwelt  on  the  work  which  had  been  going  on  daring 
the  previous  winter  under  Mr.  Moody.  His  impression  of  that  work  and  hia  hopes 
as  to  its  results  were  then  very  favourable.  It  might  be  asked.  Did  he  think  aa  well 
of  it  now  1  In  reply  to  this  question,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  had  been 
more  cases  of  going  back  than  he  thought  there  would  have  been,  though  of  course 
they  always  laid  their  account  for  a  proportion  of  temporary  cases  where  there  was 
only  a  passing  emotional  excitement.  And  he  must  say  that  the  movement  bad 
stopped  sooner  than  he  thought  it  would  have  stopped,  in  respect  of  its  kindling, 
and  infectious  power — the  power  which  one  convert  received  to  move  another,  aud 
he  another  and  another,  until  the  influence  pervaded  a  large  number.  He  some- 
times wondered  that  the  movement  ceased  so  soon,  and  ceased  so  completely,  that 
they  hardly  saw  anything  of  it  now  in  connection  with  the  state  of  religion  in  the 
country.  Yet,  he  could  not  doubt  that  some  permanent  results  of  the  late  revival 
Lad  been  very  real  aud  very  beneficial.  They  saw  its  efifects,  for  instance,  in  the 
recruiting  of  their  divinity  halls,  and  in  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Sabbath  school 
teachers  and  persons  qualified  to  be  elders  and  deacons,  and  otherwise  helpfiol  in  the 
Christian  Church.  In  the  Colportage  Society,  of  which  he  waa  a  director,  the  appli- 
cations made  for  employment,  in  a  great  number  of  instances,  were  from  men  who 
had  themselves  been  brought  cnder  the  power  of  divine  truth  in  connection  with  that 
or  some  similar  movement  In  Ireland,  nearly  tho  whole  body  of  colporteurs  were 
the  frniU  of  the  revival  of  1859.    The  question  might  bo  asked^Were  they  in  this 
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««ik  0f  leKgloii  ABd  aonls  adTBaeing,  standing  stilly  or  going  back  I  -  Sometimes 
tbings  which  ocemrad  aeemed  to  Mjr  thftt  they  were  going  back,  but  at  other  times 
(here  were  Uiiaga  which  gave  them  enconragementw  He  had  recently  seen  three 
saeeeaaire  meetings  held  in  that  halL  One  of  them  waa  connected  with  the  oen- 
teaaiy  of  Dr.  Cludmera.  It  waa  not  in  any  way  a  noisy  meeting,  but  there  waa 
a  eertain  calm  eameatneas  aboot  it  which  aeemed  to  him  an  indication  that  the 
great  maas  of  the  people  aaaembled  there  did  not  eome  for  the  porpoae  of  glorifying 
tlMSiaelTea  in  the  name  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  bat  were  perraded  by  a  ibeling  that  a 
great  heritage  of  dnty,  a  great  heritage  of  principle,  had  been  handed  down  to  them 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  eapedally  in  that  cause  of  home  miasioBSy  into  which  he  so 
earnestly  thirew  his  aonL  The  next  meeting  was  the  commemoration  of  the  jubilee 
W  iBftlgn  miaaioni,  also  a  Taat  meeting,  consisting  largely  of  collectors  and  others 
'atereated  in  the  work,  the  obligation  of  which  had  become  matter  of  geneial  adcnow- 
ledgmant.  He  did  not  think  that  soeh  a  meeting  could  have  taken  place  thirty 
f  ean  ago.  ^hese  people  looked  upon  the  labours  of  the  missionaries  in  the  foreign 
field.  The  third  meeting  which  he  attended  in  that  hall,  all  within  ten  days  of 
each  other,  was  one  of  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Toung  Men'a  Christian 
Awofftation.  He  waa  then  greatly  gratified  to  ace  an  audience  of  from  eight  to  nine 
kindled  young  men,  and  their  tone  and  apirit  aeemed  to  indicate  that  they  were  in 
eanest  in  their  desire  te  serre  the  Lord  and  promote  His  kingdom.  There  waa  an 
isTirible  aa  well  aa  a  Tiaible  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  of  which  aueh  things 
woe  BOBie  indication.  He  would  auggeat  to  the  committee  that  aa  it  waa  a  com- 
i^Ues  of  morals  as  well  as  of  religion,  they  might  make  our  moral  progreaa  a  more 
ieSaHe  snbjeet  of  inquiry.  He  waa  glad  to  find  alluaiona  to  progreaa  in  temperance, 
sad  te  the  few  ooeaaiona  that  pre?ailed  for  the  exerdse  of  discipline,  but  more  might 
be  doBCL  The  consdentiousness  of  Christian  men  in  the  or<Unaiy  business  of  life, 
fte  niggeated^  might  form  a  Tery  interesting  line  of  inquiry  by  this  committee. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  BOSS  TATLOB^  Kelrinside  Church,  Glasgow,  seconded  the  motion.  In 
doing  ao,  he  remarked  that  the  aubject  before  the  House  was  one  of  grare  im- 
portance, bringing  them  face  to  face  with  the  yital  question.  Is  the  Church  of 
Cbiist^  and  onr  Free  Church  in  particular,  proving  itself  a  liring  power  in  the 
lanll  Is  it  fulfilling  the  end  of  its  existence  t  Is  it,  like  the  "  lltUe  leaven  hid 
in  thiee  meaanrea  of  meal,"  leavening  society  with  the  pure,  generous,  self-sacri- 
fidag  spirit  of  the  gospel  1  Other  reports  brought  forward  detaila  regarding  the 
oiganiaation  and  machinery  at  work ;  thia  inquired  whether  these  manifold  agencies 
were  enabling  the  Church  to  make  real  headway  against  the  giant  evils  everywhere 
aroaad  them.  ^Sueh  a  question  every  true-hearted  worker  felt  constrained  fre- 
^aently  to  ask,  on  his  bended  knees,  with  reference  to  his  own  sphere  and  labours ; 
sad  it  waa  fitting  that  the  Assembly — and  each  Presbytery  also  from  time  to  time 
—ahoald  make  similar  inquiry  in  reference  to  their  collective  work. 

Looking  at  the  report  in  this  light,  he  rejoiced  to  observe  that  the  tone  of  It  was 
eaeoviagLng.  Along  with  varioua  indicationa  of  special  blessing,  the  report  noted 
a  large  amount  of  earnest  and  successful  work.  Indeed,  it  waa  strengthening  even 
to  o^erve  the  large  number  of  Christian  workers  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the 
^eputiea,  and  to  think  of  so  many  being  engaged,  quietly  but  earnestly,  in  advanc- 
ing the  Bedeemer^a  canae  in  their  aeveral  diatricts.  At  the  same  time,  he  had  no 
doabt  that  all  felt  the  need  urged  in  the  report  of  greater  ezertioos  on  the  part  of  both 
ainistera  and  people  to  the  high  work  in  which  they  were  engaged ;  and  especially 
1^  a  much  larger  number  of  thoae  who  professed  to  be  Christ's  followers  should 
he  found  endeavouring  in  their  own  spheres  to  influence  those  around  them,  and  to 
impart  to  them  the  blessings  they  had  themselvea  received.  And  further,  he 
prfssed  upon  brethren  resident  in  the  country  the  advantages  which  would  arise 
if  they  would  take  the  trouble  of  obtaining  the  addresses  of  those  of  their  people 
who  went  to  the  large  towns,  and  of  communicating  the  namea  and  addressee  to  any 
town  minister  they  might  know,  in  order  that  the  new-comers  might  be  looked  after. 
For  want  of  a  little  trouble  in  this  direction,  many  who  came  to  their  large  towns, 
feeling  themselvea  atrangers  and  nncared  for,  fell  away  from  church-attendance 
i^hegether.  An  enormous  proceu  of  lapsing  waa  thus  going  on.  The  matter  waa 
•pedaUy  urgent  with  reference  to  young  men,  and  also  families  from  the  Highlands, 
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AS  these  penons  ia  nuiny  ioBtonoea  had  not  preTiooalj  become  charoh  memben  in 
full  oommanion,  and  carried  no  certificates. 

Mr.  M'MICKINO,  Helensbargh,  elder,  said— That  as  one  of  the  deputies  he  had 
Tisited  one  of  the  largest  Tillages  in  Scotland,  a  village  in  the  centre  of  the  iron 
district— Coatbridge.  They  found  there  a  large  amount  of  drunkenness  and  Sab- 
bath work,  part  of  it  incTitable,  or  said  to  be  inentable,  in  connection  with  the  iron 
industry.  It  was  right  to  say  they  found  some  of  the  iron  works  reduced  that 
labour  to  a  minimum.  They  found  very  little  spiritoal  life  there,  except  that  la 
connection  with  the  congregations  of  this  Church  and  other  non-conforming 
Ghnrohes,of  which  there  were  rery  few.  There  seemed  just  sufficient  religiousneM 
in  the  community  to  get  their  children  baptized  in  the  State  Church.  ▲  consider- 
able number  of  new  churches  had  been  erected  there  in  connection  with  the  State 
Ohureh,  but  the  reports  made  to  them  were  that  they  were  very  poorly  filled.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  found  the  Free  Church  well  attended ;  and  it  would  be  gratifying 
4o  know  that  several  of  the  congregations  there  were  in  connection  with  the  Miuers' 
Mission  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  Some  of  these  were  strong,  vigorous 
congregations,  laiger  and  more  energetic  than  many  Disruption  churches  were. 
At  Paisley  he  found  a  well-oonducted  and  respectable  community,  and  where  there 
was  a  laige  amount  of  Sabbath  school  and  Bible  teaching.  He  urged  upon  the 
aiders  of  the  Church  to  take  a  greater  and  keener  interest  in  thii  work  of  visiting 
other  Presbyteries. 

Lord  KINTORB  said  the  elders  might  have  more  influence  among  the  people  if 
they  not  only  took  an  interest  in  their  spiritual  but  in  their  temporal  concerns. 
They  should  try  to  impress  upon  those  witli  whom  they  had  to  do,  that  they  had  to 
4o  earUily  things  in  an  anewthly  way ;  and  that  sanctified  common  sense  had  at 
much  to  do  in  its  right  place  in  the  Master's  service  as  being  engaged  in  more 
*'  spiritnal "  work.  Then,  again,  if  they  were  to  see  their  people  prosper,  let  them 
think  of  pleasant  things  for  them.  Let  them  go  among  them  with  a  cheerfbl 
heart  and  a  pleasant  face.  It  waa  astonishing  the  power  of  a  smile.  If  they  could 
only  smile  amongst  their  people  a  little  more,  and  give  them  the  impresaiotf  that 
to  be  a  Chriatian  waa  to  be  a  cheerful,  happy,  and  useful  man,  would  not  that  add 
to  the  Lord's  cause  1  It  would  be  well  if  they  could  take  a  little  more  interest  in 
their  social  pleasures,  if  they  were  not  always  to  be  engsged  upon  preaching  and 
praying.  He  was  one  of  those  who  put  preaching  and  the  prayer  meeting  first  and 
foremost ;  but  he  waa  one  of  those  who  thought  that,  where  it  was  possible,  they 
ehould  mingle  with  the  people  more  in  the  innocent  pleasures  of  life.  He  waa  certain 
of  this,  that  if  they  did  not  blend  the  two  more  together,  they  committed  a  mistake. 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paialey,  testified  to  the  pleasure  with  whiei^  his  Preabyteiy 
received  the  Assembly's  depvties. 

Mr.  GRANT,  Ta^n,  said  that  while  the  report  was  in  some  respects  very  encou^ 
aging,  there  was  much  in  it  fitted  to  make  them  uneasy  about  the  state  of  religion 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Church  and  in  the  country.  Their  Church  was  cradled  in 
the  revival  of  religion ;  and  he  did  not  see  any  other  ground  on  which  they  could 
justify  their  existence  as  a  Church  in  the  land  but  in  connection  with  the  mainten- 
ance and  spread  of  evangelical  religion.  There  were,  he  thought,  fewer  now  than  any 
of  them  would  like  to  see,  giving  evidences  of  having  come  under  the  saving  influences 
of  the  truth.  He  did  not  care  much  about  any  ol^er  thing.  Of  course  he  was  glad 
to  see  that  in  some  parts  of  the  country  the  people  were  Improving  in  their  morala 
If  aouls  remained  unconverted,  it  was  certainly  the  next  best  thing  they  could  do 
to  live  morally.  But  it  was  a  work  of  grace  which  was  needed  among  the  people. 
Nothing  else  would  satisfy  living  ministers.  That  was  the  work  for  which  they 
were  set  apart,  for  which  the  Church  supported  them. 

Mr.  M'MASTER,  Kildalton,  Islay,  spoke  of  the  state  of  the  west  of  Argyleshlre, 
in  which  he  said  the  power  of  a  deadening,  soul-destroying  moderatism  was  severely 
felt.  Few  in  the  House  could  have  the  slightest  conception  of  the  practiced 
heathen iam  that  existed  in  the  West  Highlsnds,  and  particularly  the  west  parte  of 
Argyleshire.  He  hoped  the  Assembly  would  comply  with  a  request  that  would  be 
sobsequently  made,  to  send  faithful  men,  ministen,  and  elders  to  assist  the  stated 
ministry  in  the  work  of  the  gospel  there. 

The  report  waa  then  adopted,  and  the  Assemblyi  after  some  further  devotional 
exercise,  aSyoumed. 
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SYENING  8£DEBU17T. 
Tbe  Aoemblj  reBmned  at  seTen  o'clock — Dr.  Maio,  Moderator. 

imosT  ov  ooinfiTTini  on  ovsbtubes. 

Sir  HEKRT  MONCfiEIFF  aaid  that  the  committee  had  before  them  100  OTer- 
tans.  They  were  on  Tarioue  topica,  and  were  in  print  in  the  hands  of  membera. 
Tbere  was  oiilj  one  tbing  in  the  minnte,  viz. : — They  agreed  to  tranamit  nmplieUtr 
all  ibeee  OTertnrea  except  one  from  the  Presbytery  of  InTcmess,  which  seemed  to 
aaiaudfert  npon  tbe  jadicial  eondact  of  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  in  a  ease  whieh 
voald  be  amder  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly.  On  that  account  the  committee 
deeiiaed  to  tianamii  it^  and  from  thb  finding  Professor  MacOregor  dissented. 
SegardiBg  orertorea  on  the  professoriate  of  the  Church,  the  committee  held  that 
thiwgh  some  of  them  approadied  very  closely  npon  accosations  requiring  a  libel, 
•till,  as  nothing  was  alleged  spedfically  against  any  person,  they  did  not  feel  them« 
Khes  called  npon  to  refuse  their  tranamission. 

The  following  waa  the  oTerture  from  the  InTcmeas  Presbytery : — **  Whereaa  it 
ii  tke  duty  of  every  branch  of  the  Chnrch  of  Christ  to  maintain  purity  of  doctrine 
tad  dtaeipline ;  whereaa  a  case  of  real  or  alleged  heresy  has  been  for  years,  and  is 
■tin,  before  the  courts  of  the  Free  Chnrch,  a  case  which  the  peace,  the  wellbeing, 
ssd  good  name  of  the  Church  require  that  it  be  expeditiously  disposed  of,  agreeably 
w  Ik  Word  of  Qod,  and  the  Subordinate  Standards  of  the  Church ;  and  whereas 
Ue  inferior  court,  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  case  primarily  lay,  appears  to  be 
aavilUng  to  laooeed  therewith  in  accordance  with  the  instructiona  of  the  Qeneral 
Ajseably :  the  Presbyteiy  of  InTomess  therefore  humbly  overture  the  Yenerable 
t^  Qeneral  Aaaembly,  to  take  anoh  steps  aa  to  the  wiidom  of  the  Assembly  may 
appear  fit  and  proper,  in  order  to  have  the  libel  in  the  caae  decided  without  nnne- 
ceuaiy  delay.** 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted.  , 

THX  ABBAITOBMIRT  09  BUBISttB. 

Principal  BAINT,  aa  convener  of  the  Business  Committee,  submitted  their  pro- 

posala  aa  to  the  time  at  whieh  the  various  items  of  business  should  be  taken  up. 

On  Saturday  there  would  be  the  naming  of  various  committees,  but  the  principal 

bosiaeaB  would  be  the  consideration  of  the  case  of  the  Bev.  Alexander  C.  Kay,  Loan- 

kead.    On  Monday  they  proposed  to  hold  at  10.30  A.v.  a  conference  on  temperance, 

wiiieh  would  be  open  to  the  public.    Then  they  would  take  up,  as  the  firat  business 

of  the  Aasembly,  the  Sastentation  Fund  and  the  connected  reports.     After  that 

ihey  Proponed  the  overtures  anent  the  Society  for  Propagating  Chriatian  Knowledge 

ibould  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  also  the  reporta  of  the  Committee  on  £du^ 

caiion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Observance,  the  report  of  the  Com- 

aittee  on  Marriage  Affinityy  and  that  of  the  Assembly  Hall  Committee.    In  tbe 

cTeniag  th^  auggeated  that  the  Assembly  should  take  op  tbe  report  of  the  Colonial 

Committee  and  the  report  on  temperance  aa  an  order  of  the  day  at  9.15.    Begard- 

iag  Tneaday  it  waa  poeaible  some  modifications  might  be  made,  but  the  committee 

tahmitted  tliat  the  firat  case  ahould  be  that  of  Profeseor  Smith.    The  committee 

eeosidcred  that  the  case  of  Professor  Smith  would  naturally  divide  itself  into  two 

■lages*    It  came  up  first  upon  the  course  the  Presbytery  hsd  taken,  and  therefore 

they  Boggeated  that  the  complaints  and  appeals  should  be  taken  up  on  Tuesday, 

sad  thai  if  neeeaaaiy  the  remaining  part  of  the  case  be  taken  on  Thursday.    They 

wem  agreed  that  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  question  the  Assembly  should 

Beet  at  ten  o'clock,  and  they  believed  they  ooold  before  adjournment  at  four  o'clock 

eome  to  a  deeiaion.    On  Thursday  they  proposed  to  devote  the  whole  day  if  neees- 

aiy  to  the  discussion  of  the  case,  but  they  considered  that  on  Tnesdi^  the  Assembly 

neald  be  able  to  eome  to  a  deciaion  by  four  o'clock.     On  Tuesday  evening  they 

proposed  to  have  the  Home  Mission  report  and  the  report  of  the  Church  Extension 
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Bailding  Fand.  On  Wednesday  they  proposed  to  have,  from  ten  to  oleTeo,  a  eon- 
ference  on  the  state  of  religion ;  and  at  eleren  o'clock  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  relations  hetween  Church  and  State.  Later  on  in  the  day  they  would  reeeire 
the  Irish  depnties.  In  Uie  evening  they  would  hare  the  report  of  the  HighUmds 
and  Islands,  and  tiie  report  upon  ^e  lapsing  of  members.  On  Friday  they  pro- 
posed to  take  first  of  all  the  Tarioua  branches  of  college  business  and  the  OTertares 
anent  colleges,  and  the  English  deputation  as  an  order  of  the  day  at  three  o'clock. 
Afterwards  they  would  take  up  the  report  of  the  Oommtttee  on  Election  of  a  Pro- 
fessor to  the  ETangelistie  Chair,  and  probably  an  order  of  the  day  would  be  fixed 
for  that  purpose.  In  the  cTening  there  would  be  the  Foreign  Mission  report,  and 
the  Welfare  of  the  Tenth  of  the  Church  report  would  be  taken  at  9.80.  On  Satur- 
day they  suggested  that  the  reports  on  the  Psalmody  and  the  Hymnal  should  be 
taken,  as  also  the  appeal  in  the  case  of  Professor  Daridson,  which  came  up  from 
the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale.  On  Monday  erening  they  would  hare  the 
report  of  the  Continental  Committee  and  the  report  on  Sabbath  schools. 
Principal  Balny  added  that  this  amncement  of  business  wtts  subject,  of  eourse, 
to  alterations. 


TBE  CN>WIBSIOH  OT  THX  JEWS. 

The  Rer.  Dr.  THOMSON  of  Free  St.  Geoige*s,  Pidaley,  gare  in  the  Beport 
Appendix  No.  IX.) 

In  submitting  this  report,  he  spoke  as  followu :  No  one  can  regret  more  than  I 
do  that,  in  consequence  of  the  indisposition  of  the  esteemed  conrener  and  aeeretaiy 
of  our  Jewish  Committee — ^Dr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Brown  Douglas — the  duty  of  pre- 
paring the  annual  report  hfta  been  dcTOlred  upon  me.  I  had  hoped,  howerer,  that 
the  Ticcoonrener,  Mr.  Wilson,  would  hare  been  able  to  perform  the  other  duty 
which  the  committee  requested  him  to  undertake,  viz.,  that  of  presenting  the  report 
to  the  Assembly,  and  of  enforcing  with  his  usual  power  and  eloquence  the  strong 
claims  of  tiie  Jewish  people  on  our  sympathies  and  prayers.  But  seeing^  that  he 
found  himself  unable  to  do  it,  and  that  he  and  the  convener  as  well  as  the  com- 
mittee have  pressed  me  to  undertake  this  additional  serriee,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  refuse,  deeply  conscious  though  I  be  of  my  inability  to  do  adequate  justice  to  the 
subject.  Impressed,  therefore,  as  I  am  with  a  sense  of  the  responsibility  and  difli- 
culty  of  the  duty  laid  upon  me,  I  must  throw  myself  on  the  kind  indulgence  of  the 
•Assembly  in  the  remarks  which  I  would  now  Tcnture  to  ofiTer;  and  I  trust  timt  the 
cause  which  is  so  dear  to  all  our  hearts  will  not  suifbr  from  my  imperfect  ndrocaey 
of  it,  and  that  my  deficiencies  will  be  supplied  by  those  who  are  to  follow. 

I  begin,  therefore,  by  saying  that,  in  preparing  the  report  from  the  full  details 
furnish^  by  the  missionaries  and  teachers  at  our  five  stations,  nothing  struck  me 
more  forcibly  than  the  great  amount  of  good  work  which  our  mittionaries  ute  doing, 
and  the  unflagging  zeal  and  energy,  combined  with  Christian  wisdom,  which  they 
continue  to  manifest  in  seeking  the  welfare  of  Israel.  As  to  the  practical  results  of 
their  laboun,  for  which  we  are  apt  sometimes  to  be  too  impatient,  it  is  grati^ng 
to  learn  that  these  have  not  been  awantlng.  Particularly  at  our  older  stations,  and 
more  especially  in  connection  with  the  laboun  of  our  young  missionary  at  Pesth, 
there  have  been  during  the  year  eleven  baptisms, — a  larger  number  thzn  I  ever 
remember  to  have  seen  reported  in  any  previous  year.  These  include  the  baptism 
of  a  whole  family,  via.,  besides  two  young  children,  the  father  and  mother  and  the 
eldest  son,  who  gave  most  satisfying  evidence  of  a  saving  change,  and  regarding 
whom  the  best  hopes  may  be  entertained.  And  as  the  ba{>ttsms  reported  in  |he 
previous  year  were  seven  in  number,  there  is  now  evidently  considerable  progress 
.  in  our  work.  And  then,  also,  it  is  Interesting  to  know  that  the  number  of  hopeful 
inquiren  has  been  rapidly  increasing  during  last  year.  But  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  cheering  and  hopeful  features  of  the  work  is  the  veiy  large  number  of  ehiidreu 
who  are  receiving  didly  Christian  instmetion  in  our  day  schools  and  classes  at 
Pesth,  Constantinople,  and  Breslan.  Of  these  there  are  considerably  above  one 
tfaovsand  in  dally  attendance,  of  whom  at  least  three-fourths  are  of  Jewish  birth, 
beildM  » large  number  attendiag  SabbilhHMbooto;  iod  their  itttelUgoil  inlorat  In 
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Iks  Beriptaie  Icnoiu  imparted  to  them  is  speciaUy  remarkable,  aa  well  ag  their 
itaehment  to  their  able  and  excellent  teachers ;  while  their  frequent  quea- 
nboni  goapel  troth  indicate  a  spirit  of  earnest  inqoiry,  and  an  openness  of 
to  its  reeeption,  of  the  most  gratifying  and  hopeful  kind*  Then,  too,  their 
how  mnch  gtatitode  for  the  pains  taken  in  the  Christian  education  of  their 
mod  tbosy  throagh  these  little  ones,  many  precious  words,  like  winged 
sendspfiad  their  waj  into  older  minds  pre-oocopied  and  filled  with  Jewish  prejudice; 
while  tJie  opposition  aehoola,  which  have  been  set  np  bj  hostile  Jews  to  wile  away 
the  children,  hare  not  materially  diminished  the  attendance. 

Th«r«  ia  no  donbi  that  many  thousands  of  Jewish  youth  hare  grown  np,  and  are 
BOW  growinc  np^  in  whose  tender  minds  the  precious  seed  of  gospel  truth  has  been 
sewn,  and  i%  only  needs  the  shower  from  aboTe  to  ritalise  that  seed  and  cause  it  to 
guHdnata  and  to  yield  the  desired  and  promised  harvest.  And  beliering,  there- 
fare,  thai  oat  of  the  mouth  of  babes  God  perfects  praise  and  ordains  strength,  ought 
wo  not  to  pray  nnoaaaingly  that  the  windows  of  heaven  may  be  opened  to  pour  down 
eeptoaa  ahowen  of  graoe»  so  that  even  in  the  long-continued  and  dreary  desert  of 
Jadaim  there  may  spring  np  "  trees  of  righteousness,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that 
He  maj  be  glorified t" 

Here  I  mast  not  omit  to  notice  the  reference  in  the  report  to  the  loss  we  have 
saiteiaed  during  ihe  year  by  the  death  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Keith  of  Cyrus,  who 
hsB  passed  away  to  his  rest  like  a  shock  of  com  fully  ripe,  and  who,  as  Uie  first 
eanvoier  of  oar  Jewish  Missions  Committee,  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the 
€sna  of  Israel,  especially  in  extending  and  deepening  the  interest  on  behalf  of 
tkiii  eoRTorsioB  whieh  had  been  awakened  by  the  admirable  Kr.  Wodrow  of 
Giavnr,  while  his  able  woiks  on  Prophecy  attracted  the  attention  of  multitudes 
Utl^  taitka  and  elanea  to  the  bright  future  of  Israel  In  the  latter  day.  He,  being 
dcsd»3tet  ^eaka  to  ns,  and  calls  ns  to  prosecute  with  increased  energy  the  work 
vkiek  be  lored  ao  well,  and  for  which  he  laboured  so  abundantly.    (Applause.) 

A  weij  iateresting  aa  well  as  a  new  feature  of  our  work  is  the  recent  adcUtion 
of  a  aiedical  missionary  at  each  of  our  two  oldest  stations.  The  appointments  of 
Or:  Irippaes  at  Posth,  and  of  Dr.  Boaenbeig  at  Constantinople,  haye  been  attended 
with  the  beat  reanlts.  Their  professional  services  open  to  tJiem  many  doors  of 
Jewish  fiaaiillea  which  would  otherwise  be  shut  against  the  entrance  of  a  missionary; 
and  thtae  aerrioes  are  not  only  highly  prized  and  warmly  welcomed,  but  they  have 
also  been  blessed  in  no  small  degree  for  awakening  attention  to  the  gospel  and 
snyjeas  inqaiiy,  apA  thna  preparing  the  wsy  of  the  Lord.  During  the  last  six 
SMaths^  Dr.  Boaenbeig  has  paid  228  visits  to  abont  70  Jewish  families  in  Constan- 
lieople ;  aad  during  the  past  year  Dr.  Lippner  has  paid  nearly  1000  visits  to  abont 
230  Jewa  in  Peeth.  In  this  additional  department  of  our  work  we  have  begun  to 
fsUeWy  at  a  hnmble  distance,  the  example  of  Him  who  went  abont  doingtgood,  not 
ealy  to  mea'a  aonls^  bnt  also  to  their  diseaaed  bodies,  by  His  miraculous  cures,  in 
eider  to  draw  attMition  to  His  divine  message  of  peace  and  love.    (Hear,  hear.) 

It  will  also  be  obserred  from  the  report  that  the  foreign  bursaries  were  held  last 
year  fay  five  promising  students,  via.,  three  from  Bohemia,  and  two  from  the  Huu- 
gaiisa  Befonned  Church.  Those  who  hsTo  been  here  brought  into  contact  with 
these  yoaBg  men  while  attending  our  Divinity  Hall  have  formed  a  high  opinion  of 
their  ahUit&ea,  and  literary  attainments,  and  Christian  devotedness ;  and  they  antici- 
pate the  beat  reanlts  from  their  future  eneigetio  labours  among  their  own  country- 
»ea.  By  theae  bursaries,  very  strong  and  tender  tiea  are  being  formed  between 
oar  ewn  CSiaroh  and  Christian  ministers  and  Churches  abroad.  Many  of  these 
yoBBg  men  regard  Scotland  as  their  spiritual  birth.place,  and  they  have  returned 
to  their  own  homea  with  a  profound  experimental  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  and  with 
fbwiag  asal  lor  tiie  apiritual  awakening  and  salvation  of  their  countrymen.  (Ap- 
plsasa)  Aa  to  Amsterdam,  though  we  have  at  present  no  missionary  there,  yet 
we  had  aa  applieation  from  Dr.  Hoedemaker  and  a  number,  of  other  evangelieal 
Hiinliteia  of  the  National  Chnreh  of  Holland  for  the  temporary  use  of  our  premises 
then,  in  eider  to  train  yonng  men  in  thoroughly  evangelical  principlea  for  the 
aiaiBivy  ef  eongregaUons  who  refose  to  choose  Bationalists  as  their  paators.  The 
wnailUeu  liaa  granted  this  request  in  so  far  as  not  inconsistent  with  maintaining 
ml  BisBiBB  woik  aiaong  the  Jews  in  Holland.    It  ia  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter 
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Into  minute  details  as  to  the  state  and  working  of  onr  other  Jewish  stations.    With 
these  details,  as  they  are  fully  giTen  in  the  printed  report,  I  hope  the  members  of 
Assembly  will  make  themselves  acquainted.     The  information  furnished  by  the 
seTeral  missionaries  and  other  agents  will,  I  hope,  be  read  with  as  much  interest  as 
I  have  felt  in  arranging  and  condensing  it.     Let  me  only  state  that,  for  serenl 
years  past,  the  earnest  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed  to  the  import- 
ance of  setting  up  one  or  more  stations  in  the  vast  empire  of  Russia,  which  embraces 
a  vast  population  of  Jews,  but  into  which  we  have  hitherto  found  it  impossible  to 
obtain  an  entrance.     We  have  a  large  Reserve  Fund,  obtained  from  legacies  which 
were  set  apart  three  years  ago  for  a  new  station  in  Russia;  but  as  yet,  owing  partly 
to  the  want  of  toleration  there,  and  partly  to  the  late  Eastern  War,  we  have  been 
unable  to  fix.  upon  any  suitable  locality.    But  we  are  now  somewhat  hopeful  that 
the  barrier  will  soon  be  removed,  and  an  effectual  door  opened  to  ns.     Even, 
however,  if  it  were,  we  know  not  where  to  find  the  labourers  for  the  great  and 
whitening  harvest.    In  Russia  we  would  require  two  missionaries.    Then,  at  Con- 
stantinople, Mr.  Tomory  is  overburdened  with  his  ever-extending  labours,  and 
requires  a  colleague.     It  is  only,  then,  at  Pesth  that  we  have  followed  Christ's 
example  of  sending  forth  by  two  and  two  to  preach  the  gospel.    This  is  onr  great 
want,  and  how  it  is  to  be  supplied  we  are  nnable  as  yet  to  see  or  imagine.    From 
many  quarters  of  the  world  the  Macedonian  cry  is  wafted — "  Come  over  and  help 
ns."    And,  from  a  still  higher  quarter,  the  loud  call  is  issued — "Whom  shall  i 
sendl  and.  Who  will  go  for  usi "    Shall  there,  then,  be  no  response  to  these  urgent 
calls  t    While  our  funds  are  liberally  sustained  by  the  free-will  offerings  of  our 
people,  and  by  princely  donations  and  legacies,  is  it  not  sad  to  think  that  few  an 
disposed  to  say — ^"Here  am  I,  send  me"?    Let  me  hope  that  the  eameat  appeal 
made  in  our  report  for  more  missionaries  will  be  duly  weighed  and  serioaaly  eon- 
sidered,  and  promptly  answered  by  young  ministers,  and  probationera,  and  diTlnity 
students.    The  fields  are  white  unto  the  harvest,  but  the  labourera  are  few.     "  Pray 
ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  would  send  forth  labonrera  into  Hit 
harvest." 

I  was  one  of  a  deputation  which  was  sent  recently  by  the  committee  to  meet 
with  the  students  of  our  Glasgow  College ;  and,  along  with  all  my  fellow-deputies,  I 
was  greatly  encouraged  by  their  cordial  reception  of  us,  by  their  patient  attention  to 
our  appeals,  and  their  warm  response  to  them.    But  I  trust  that  some  tangible  and 
good  results  will  flow  from  that  meeting,  and  that  several  at  least  of  theae  yonng 
men,  as  well  as  others,  will  be  guided  to  a  right  conclusion  as  to  their  dntj  in  this 
important  matter,  and  be  led  to  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Moody  of  Peuth,  who 
stood  among  the  highest  of  his  year  at  Glasgow,  but  who  finds  ample  aeope  and 
congenial  exercise  for  his  gifts  and  graces,  as  well  aa  great  delight,  in  the  Jewish 
Mission  "field,  and  who  has  never  regretted  his  choice.    **  Who,  then,  is  willing  this 
day  to  consecrate  his  service  unto  the  Lord) "    Surely  the  spirit  of  aelf-eonaeeration 
is  not  dead  among  the  rising  generation.    No,  it  is  not  dead,  but  only  slumbeiing, 
and  It  will  soon  awake  to  the  heavenly  call.    When  soldiers  are  wanted  by  the 
Qaeen  to  fight  her  battles  in  Africa  or  elsewhere,  or  when  lucrative  altnations  for 
young  men  are  offered  in  India,  there  is  no  lack  of  volunteers  ready  to  go  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  in  quest  of  worldly  honour  or  riches.    And  shall  thoee  who  profeea 
allegiance  to  a  higher  and  greater  Sovereign  hang  back  and  refuse  to  go  where  He 
calls  them,  not  for  the  destruction  of  human  life,  or  for  gaining  earthly  treaanres, 
but  for  the  salvation  of  the  perishing,  for  the  fblfilment  of  His  faithfhl  promiaea  to 
Israel,  and  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  love  and  Joy  over 
all  the  nations  of  the  world  1    (Applause.)     I  am  old  enough,  aa  a  pre-Dlsmptlon 
minister,  to  remember  the  first  effort  which  was  made  by  a  Church  in  this  land,  via., 
our  own  Church  as  then  established,  some  fifty  years  ago,  to  send  forth  a  "  M iaaion 
of  Inquiry  **  to  the  Jews,  and  to  ascertain  where  and  what  openinga  eonld  then  be 
obtained  for  proclaiming  '*  the  gospel  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  IsiaeK*    The 
mission,  composed  of  Drs.  Keith  and  Black  and  Messrs.  M*Cheyne  and  Bonar,  owed 
its  origin  In  no  small  measure  to  public  attention  having  been  ealled  to  the  anbjeet, 
and  public  Interest  in  it  awakened,  by  the  fervent  appeals  of  the  late  Mr.  Wodrow 
of  Glsagow.    I  remember,  too,  how  Br.  Keith,  In  returning  fh>m  Palestine  by  way 
of  Pesth,  was  seized  there  with  a  dangerous  lllnessi,  and  how  the  wife  of  the  goremer 
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of  Rungurj  met  with  him,  and  became  the  patroneis  of  our  first  mleaion  to  the  Jews 
there.    1  remember,  also,  hov  the  school  for  the  Chriaiian  instruction  of  Jews  was 
of%iiiated  by  Philip  Saphir  (brother  of  Dr.  Adolph  Sapbir  of  London),  who,  with  the 
whole  familj — father  and  mother,  brothers  and  sisters — were  brought  to  the  aa^ing 
kaewledge  of  the  imth  aa  it  is  in  Jesus ;  and  who,  when  stretched  on  a  bed  of  Ian- 
9oiihtBg»  began  to  teaeh  half-a-dozen  Jewish  children  the  way  of  salvation  at  the 
bedside:    Shortly  before  that  time,  in  1845,  it  so  happened  that  I  was  translated 
&en  my  pariah  of  Tester  to  my  present  ciiarge,  and  I  found  that  many  of  the  ladies 
ef  Psialey  were  deairons  of  supporting  a  school  for  Jewish  girls.    Some  of  these 
ladias  were  the  late  ICra.  Wilson  of  Bombay,  then  Miss  Dennistoun;  also  Mrs. 
Moody,  mother  of  onr  miasionaiy  at  Pesth ;  and  she  also  who  was  taken  from  me 
last  year,  who  was  appointed  secretary  to  the.  Ladles'  Society,  and  who  continued  to 
act  as  andk  till  her  death.    Well,  these  ladies  collected  a  considerable  sum— -between 
£M  and  £40 — for  the  object ;  and  she  to  whom  I  last  referred  corresponded,  as 
■ecretary,  with  Dr.  Keith,  and  with  Mr.  Wingate  (who  was  then  at  Pesth),  also  with 
friends  in  Conatantinople  and  India,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  knew  of  any 
locality  throoghont  the  world  in  which  a  school  for  Jewish  girls  could  be  set  up. 
Bat  at  thai  time  there  was  no  opening  for  a  Christian  school  to  be  found  anywhere, 
so  thai  the  money  collected  by  ihe  ladies  lay  in  the  bank  for  more  than  a  year. 
Stall  they  continued  to  collect  and  inquire,  and  pray  that  the  doors  might  be 
epOMd  to  iliem.     At  length  a  letter  was  receiyed  from  Mr.  Wingate  at  Pesth  to 
aaaeanee  tlie  first  commencement  of  a  school  at  Philip  Saphir's  bedside.     It  had 
Wgaa  with  six  pupils,  and  had  increased  to  about  twenty  or  thirty,  including  a  few 
pris,  for  whom  Philip  soon  required  an  assistant,  while  it  was  alao  stated  that  one 
«f  Us  owxa  highly-qualified  siaten  was  willing  to  undertake  the  office.    Such,  then, 
•ag  the  flMswer  to  prayer,  and  such  was  the  foundation  of  our  mission  school  at 
Pesth,  with  its  preaent  attendance  of  nearly  five  hundred,  and  its  large  and  com* 
sksdiowa  premises,  which  are  entirely  free  of  debt.    Then,  however,  in  1846,  it  was 
(rely  "m,  day  of  amall  things;"  but  it  has  steadily  increased  to  its  preaent  magni- 
tude and  oaefnlnesB,  notwithstanding  denunciations  of  it  by  the  Jewish  Rabbi,  and 
the  setting  np  of  an  opposition  school,  and  also  the  expulsion  of  our  two  mission- 
tries,  Meaan.  Smith  of  Corsock  and  Mr.  Wingate,  by  the  Austrian  QoTemment  In 
1848. 

I  haTO  joat  been  reading  over  the  minntes  of  our  Paisley  Ladies'  Society,  and  I 
fiad  that  we  were  favoured  with  a  visit  from  Mr.  Wingate  on  the  2d  October  1848, 
who^aa  the  minute  states,  "gare  a  deeply  interesting  account  of  the  flourishing 
eenditMA  of  the  Bdio<^a  at  Peath,  notwithstanding  the  agitated  state  of  the  political 
world  aroond  them,  and  that  although  these  agitations  had  for  a  time  forced  Mr. 
Smith  aad  himself  to  leave  their  labours  and  return  home,  yet  the  schools  were 
still  going  forward  as  before ;  while,  of  course,  no  one  could  know  how  long  this 
weald  continue  in  the  preaent  agitated  state  of  the  Continent,  but  still  that  it  waa 
(he  dnty  of  all  to  commend  them  to  the  Lord  in  earnest  prayer."  These  are  the 
words  of  the  minnte^  and  the  prayers  were  graciously  answered  in  the  continued  and 
iatreaaed  proaperitj  of  the  school,  which  was  kept  safely  amid  the  storm,  as  "  in 
the  eiefi  of  the  roek."  But  I  must  not  dwell  longer  upon  this,  and  I  would  merely 
sdd  that  in  xeviewing  that  remarkable  history,  as  I  have  just  been  doing,  from  the 
ninate-book  of  onr  Ladies'  Society,  I  wonld  only  repeat  what  I  have  written  in  the 
rspeet^  ria.,  that  the  mission  and  school  at  Pesth  furnish  another  illustration  of  the 
saying  that "  Tmth  is  often  stranger  than  fiction,  and  reality  more  wonderful  than 


And  now,  in  conclusion,  may  I  be  permitted  to  remind  the  Church  of  the  argu- 
ment employed  by  the  Jewish  elders  of  old  to  call  forth  our  Saviour's  sympathy  and 
hesling  power  on  behalf  of  the  Boman  centurion's  dying  servant.  Their  argument 
waa— ''He  loveth  onr  nation,  and  hath  built  us  a  synagogue."  By  his  love  for  the 
Jewish  nation,  the  centurion  evidently  manifested  a  degree  of  true  piety  and  charity, 
which  waa  rmj  remarkable  In  a  proud  Roman  soldier.  For  why  did  he  love  the 
Jewst  Tho  reaaona  most  have  been,  because  they  had  long  been  the  peculiar 
people  of  Qod,  and  because  he  himself  had  been  indebted  to  their  Scriptures  for 
has  knowledge  of  the  way  of  salvation,  and  for  that  "great  faith"  which  he  possessed, 
sad  which  onr  Lord  ao  highly  commended.  It  waa  a  love,  therefore,  which  rested 
en  right  and  aolid  grounds,  and  snoh  a  love  aa  every  good  man  cannot  but  feel  or 
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ffhould  feel.  Well,  Barely  the  same  love  to  the  Jews  ahoald  bum  and  glow  in  ererf 
ChriBtlan  heart;  and  sneh  a  love  in  oar  hearts  woaUi  draw  their  hearts  more  to  as. 
Can  we  erer  foriget  that  "salratlon  is  of  the  Jewi,"  and  that  to  their  instrumentality 
we  are  indebted  for  all  the  religious  knowledge  and  all  the  glorious  hopes  wiiich 
the  Bible  brings  to  us  1  Can  we  foi^et  that  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  Christ 
and  His  Apostles,  were  all  of  the  Jewish  nation  t  How  a  Clnistian  msn  or  woman 
ean  hate  the  Jews,  or  regard  them  with  contempt  or  eren  with  indifferenee,  it  is 
difficult  to  nnderstand.  Such  narrow-mindedness  and  blind  bigotry  would  plainly 
indieate  either  the  utter  want  of  true  piety  and  charity,  or  the  possession  of  a  reiy 
small  measure  of  these  Christian  graces.  And,  finally,  when  we  consider  thai  Jews 
were  our  SsTionr's  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh— when  we  think  of  their  woBde^ 
fnl  preservation  daring  these  eighteen,  centuries — scattered  among  all  naUona,  and 
yet  separate  from  all,  and  still  a  peculiar  people^wben  we  think  of  their  present 
condition ;  degraded,  and  yet  not  hopelessly  so;  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them, 
and  yet  desiring,  in  many  eases,  to  hear  and  embrace  the  gospel ;  and  when  we 
think  of  the  glorious  prospects  nnfolded  in  the  same  Word  of  Prophecy  concerning 
their  future  enlargement  and  conTersion  to  the  Christian  faith ;  how  ean  we  pos* 
sibly  regard  them  with  sneering  contempt  or  with  stolid  indiffereneef  and  how  ean 
we  refrain  from  Joining  heartily  with  Paul  in  saying — "My  heart's  desire  and 
prayer  for  Israel  is,  that  they  may  be  saved  "  1    (Applanse.) 

Mr  COWAN,  Elgin,  moved  the  deliverance  of  the  Honae,  thanking  the  com- 
mittee, and  specially  the  convener,  for  their  laboars,  sympatiiising  with  them  in 
their  desire  that  ministers,  probationers,  and  stndents  wonld  fully  realise  the 
claims  which  this  mission  had  npon  their  services  for  strengthening  existing 
stations  and  extending  mission  work  to  other  parts  of  fiarope.  He  had  read  the 
report  with  great  care,  and  found  it  to  be  a  veiy  interesting  and  highly  gratifying 
one.  Every  kind  of  appropriate  agency  was  at  work  in  this  mission,  and  there  had 
been  daring  the  year  some  precious  frait,  with  enconrsgement  to  hope  for  more. 
The  funds  also  stood  well — although,  as  this  arose  from  exceptional  legacies,  the 
Church  still  needed  to  see  to  it  that  the  annual  ooUeetlon  be  duly  supported. 

The  motion  proposed  thanks  to  the  committee.  Some  membem  deserved 
special  thanks,  such  as  Mr.  Brown  Douglas,  who  did  a  great  deal  of  work,  eapeeiaUy 
in  the  way  of  correspondence,  in  connection  with  the  mission,  and  Dr.  Thomson, 
who  had  drawn  up  the  report  this  year,  and  had  made  an  admirable  stiatsment  in 
laying  it  on  their  table.  Bat  especially  the  convener.  Dr.  Moody  Stnart,  whose 
presence  they  missed  mneh  to-night,  deserved  thanks.  They  had  a  convener  who 
possessed  a  unique  genius  for  Jewish  missions,  whose  remarkable  expositions,  from 
year  to  year,  every  one  of  them  like  a  classic  gem,  they  had  so  often  listened  to  with 
delight,  msrvelling  how  he  found  in  the  subject  a  theme  of  such  perennial  freshness 
snd  perpetnal  novelty — attd  yet  it  was  no  marvel,  for  would  there  not  still  be  a  new 
song,  and  then  especially,  when  the  Lord  brought  again  Israel  t  He  was  sure  their 
united  prayer  was  that  Dr.  Moody  Stuart  might  be  long  spared  and  strsngthened  to 
represent  this  mission  before  the  Church  and  before  Christendom. 

The  report  referred  to  the  weakening  infloence  of  doubta  aa  to  the  possibility  or 
likelihood  of  Israel's  conversion.  Such  doubts  did  still  linger  in  some  minds. 
But  the  whole  question  lay  in  a  nutshell.  They  all  believed  that  Ood  was  to  bring 
Israel  in.  Was  He  to  do  this  without  the  efforts,  as  well  as  piayen,  of  iho  Chnreht 
And  if  not,  when  ought  they  to  begin  1  Had  they  begun  too  soonl  However, 
these  doubts  were  compensated  for  by  the  intense  hold  the  mission  took  on  the 
,  minds  of  others,  and  these  not  the  least  pious  or  prayerfhl  of  their  people. 

It  was  sometimes  said.  Your  mission  yields  little  result,  your  converts  cost  a 
great  deal  per  head.  But  there  is  no  mission  in  which  we  ought  to  work  for  the 
long  result  so  much  as  in  this.  All  Israers  past  history,  and  all  prophetic  indica- 
tions, bid  us  look  for  a  sodden  aecomplisbment  of  Ood's  purpose  in  the  brisgiag 
again  of  Israel,  yet  this  connected  with  the  solicitude  and  endeavour  and  prayeit  H 
His  people  gohig  before. 

The  want  of  men  in  sufficient  number  was  to  be  regretted.  But  he  eould  not 
doubt  that  God,  who  put  sneh  a  seal  to  devote  money  to  the  cause  into  the  hearts  of 
His  people,  wonld,  in  response  to  their  prayers,  speedily  give  the  men  also.  This 
was  very  desirable,  both  for  the  efficiency  and  prosperity  of  the  missioa,  and  for  the 
relief  of  overtasked  labourers.    It  was  desirable,  were  it  for  nothing  else  tat -to 
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Allow  a  mlisioBuy  to  cumt  home  oftener,  uid  go  round  Scotland,  addressing  their 
coagregatioBfr  He  remembered  a  delightful  yisit  from  Mr.  Moody — and  if  he,  or 
Mr.  Edward,  or  Mr.  Pirie,  were  thns  to  be  enabled  to  risit  and  giro  addresses,  it 
Toeld  do  great  good. 

He  was  looking  lately  at  a  laige  photograph  of  the  Arch  of  Titus  at  Borne* 
Amoag  the  seolptmrea  on  it^  one  of  the  most  touching  was  the  representation  of  the 
prints  Uovittg  the  trumpets.  There  was  profound  pathos  ia  the  thought  that  the 
only  extant  memorial  of  laraers  ancient  symbols  of  freedom  and  holy  joy  was  to  be 
firand  ea  the  arch  of  triumph  raised  to  their  conqueror.  It  was  a  pleasing  view  to 
take  of  this  mission  that  its  design  was  to  restore  their  jubilee  trumpets  to  Israel, 
to  laake  known  to  them  the  truth  that  could  make  them  free,  to  proclaim  to  them 
tiw  aeeeptahle  year  of  the  Lord. 

It  waa  forty  years  that  day  since  M'Cheyne,  returned  from  the  Mission  of 
loqBtiy,  said,  in  addressing  the  (General  Assembly,  that,  could  he  but  carry  the 
uiheis  and  brethren  abroad,  and  show  them  what  he  and  his  companions  had  seen 
•/the  Jews  and  their  religioos  state,  one  thrill  would  run  throughout  the  Assembly, 
tad  one  prayer  woald  aseend — '*  Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out  of 
Zionl"  It  was  alike  Toice  that  uttered  itself  in  the  words  of  their  missionaries 
labodied  in  the  report,  and  he  was  sure  that  that  Assembly  would  not  hear 
it  IB  tain. 

Kr  MILLEB,  Glasgow  (elder),  seconded  the  motion. 

Tlie  following  was  Uie  deliyerance  of  the  Assembly : — 

"  The  General  Assembly  approre  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the 
mittee,  e^[>eoially  to  the  convener. 

''They  r^oiee  to  be  assured  of  the  continued  and  prayerful  interest  felt  in  this 
■tniQa  by  the  eongregations  and  members  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  liberal  con- 
tiibstioBs  whieh  are  placed  at  the  committee's  disposals  The  Assembly  sympathise 
tith  the  eommit.iee  In  their  desire  that  ministers,  probationers,  and  students  would 
felly  leslise  the  claims  which  this  mission  has  upon  their  serrice  for  strengthening 
cxiitiBg  stationa,  and  for  extending  the  mission  work  to  other  parts  of  Europe. 

"The  Assenkbly  doubt  not  that  the  questions  will  be  solemnly  pondered,  con- 
eersing  the  Jewa, '  How  shall  they  beUeTe  in  Him  of  whom  they  ha?e  not  heard  1 
aad  hew  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  Y  and  how  sliall  they  preach  except 
tiie J  be  seat  t '  But  knowing  that  another  question  often  presents  itself  to  the 
eoBisittee,  How  shall  we  send  them  unless  they  be  willing  to  go  ?  the  General 
AMtabiy  earnestly  tmsi  that  Cidthful  men  will  be  raised  ap  to  carry  to  Israel 
ide  meaeage  of  Him  who  is  still  stretching  out  His  bands  all  the  day  long  unto  a 
^iiaobedient  and  gainsaying  people — assured  of  this,  that  '  if  their  being  cast  away 
liu  been  the  zeeonciling  of  the  world,  the  receiving  of  them  will  be  life  from  the 
dead.'" 

Mr  TABTBK,  medical  missionary  at  Nazareth,  waa  then  invited  to  address  the 
HoQie.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  said  that  Providence,  especially  during 
Wer  years,  and  by  means  of  later  events,  had  prepared  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
PilceUoe  for  important  changes.  To  the  bad  government  of  Turkey,  that  impotent 
Government,  they  attributed  all  the  evils  that  were  heaped  upon  the  poor  inhabitants 
of  Pslgtine,  and  this  seemed  to  work  as  a  plough  to  prepare  the  laud  for  receiving 
the  troth  of  the  gospel  The  time  would  soon  come  when  God  would  bring  in  a 
giocioas  resnlL  Wlia  regard  to  the  Jews,  he  pleaded  for  Christian  workers  to  come 
ud  help  them,  and  espedally  medical  missionaries. 

Ur  WlIiSOK,  of  North  Bonaldshay,  said — Moderator,  I  have  frequently  of  late 
liUeaded  the  prayer-meeting  of  the  Medical  Mission,  conducted  under  the  able 
npsiinkndence  of  Br  Lowe.  In  that  meeting  interesting  extracts  aro  read  from 
t^t  l^teia  of  foreign  agents  and  othera;  and  especially  we  often  hear  thrilling 
ftWQiats,  not  only  of  medical  and  surgical  cures,  but  also  of  cases  of  deep  conviction 
>&d  eonversiea.  This  union  of  medical  and  missionary  work  is  specially  hopeful 
*ad  helpful  in  the  promotion  of  Christ's  cause,  as  it  is  In  happy  accordance  with 
^  direetiona  and  example  of  Christ.  Wl^en  He  sent  His  apostles  two  and  two,  He 
leat  them  both  to  perform  miracles  of  bodily  cutes  and  to  preach  the  gospel  of  the 
kisgtoi;  sad  when  He  himself  went  about  doing  good,  He  united  in  Himself  both 
^  woik  of  bodily  and  mental  healing  and  of  spiritual  utterances  and  power.  And 
^*  fit^  Ihevsfevs,  to  H^d  Jnissionarles  by  twos— one  a  medical,  the  other  an  evan« 
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gelUiic  mifluonary.  While  the  medical  miwion  go  often  remoyes  prejudice*,  «o  it 
can  gather  a  congregation  of  different  aorta  in  the  dispensarj  or  hospital  when 
aometimea  no  other  meana  can.  By  it  people  are  addreaaed  when  sorely  suOering, 
and  80  most  likely  to  have  acate  remembrance  of  their  sins;  often,  too,  in  a  happy 
frame  of  gladness  and  gratitode  for  kind  and  saccessful  services,  and  so  likely  to 
hear  the  measagec  of  truth  and  love  from  the  author  of  so  great  mercies.  And  how 
often  has  aceeaa  been  obtained  to  hearta  which  were  otherwise  so  closely  sealed 
against  the  glorious  gospel  ef  the  blessed  Ood  !  As  we  now  speak  in  reference 
especially  to  the  Jewish  Mission,  I  think  there  are  two  hopeful  aspect!  of  the 
Jewish  case  which  may  be  mentioned.  One  ia  the  great  intensity  of  feeling  maai- 
lested  by  many  Jewa  regarding  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  Ko  doabt  they  seek  it  by 
repentance  and  self-righteousnees ;  but  when  they  never  can  truly  find  it  in  (hid 
way,  how  welcome,  when  their  eyes  are  tmly  opened,  will  be  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  I  Another  enconragement  to  a  hopeful  view  of  their 
case  is  the  aapeet  of  the  nations  towarda  the  Jews.  Formerly,  as  has  been  remarkeii, 
thej  were  treated  with  great  erueUy,  but  now  the  eyea  of  Christian  people  seemed  to 
be  turned  to  the  Jews  in  a  friendly  manner  from  all  the  nations.  Are  they  not 
more  likely,  then,  to  lend  a  more  attentive  ear  to  the  gospel  message  which  the  mis- 
sionariea  in  love  cany  to  them  t  and  how  important  to  aeeare  Jewish  miaaionaries 
from  their  own  nation,  who  may  be  as  celebrated  among  other  miaaionaries  as  Paul 
among  the  Apostles. 

I  once,  happened  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Boyal  Society  in  Edinburgh 
when  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  in  the  chair,  and  an  easay  was  read  by  Sir  George 
M'Kenzie  regarding  the  facial  angle,  &c.  Yarioua  caata  of  heada  from  different 
nationa  were  produced.  Now,  while  we  hear  ao  often  of  the  pre-eminence  of  tbe 
Jewa  in  different  departments  of  learning  and  business.  Sir  G.  K'Kenzie,  in 
harmony  with  thia,  conaidered  the  oast  of  the  Jewish  head  the  finest,  boat  model  of 
all.    May  their  eonyeraion  be  specially  sought  by  prayer  and  effort. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  about  half*paat  nine,  to  meet  aext  day  at  eleven 
o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  22. 
The  General  Auembly  resumed  to-day  at  eleven  o'clock^ Dr.  Main,  Moderator. 

ISQUIBT  IHTO  FBOrESBOBS*  TUWS* 

Sir  HENRY  MOKCREIFF  gave  notice  that,  when  the  overtnrva  anent  the 
professoriate  are  taken  up,  he  propoaed  to  move — *<The  Assembly,  having  consi- 
dered  the  overtures,  do  not  see  cause  for  taking  action  in  accordance  therewith. 
But,  inasmuch  as  both  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Continent,  opinions  ar«  now  pre- 
valent with  respect  to  the  genuineness,  authenticity,  and  inspiration  of  the  Scrip, 
tures  of  a  most  injurious  character;  and  inasmuch  as,  in  justice  both  to  tbe  theo- 
logical professors  in  the  colleges  of  this  Church  and  to  the  oiRee-bearera  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  at  large,  it  ia  desirable  that  the  views  regarding  these  subjects 
inculcated  upon  our  theological  students  should  be  known  and  thoronehlj  under- 
stood, the  General  Assembly  hereby  instruct  the  College  Committee  to  obtain,  pre- 
vious to  Ist  February  1881,  a  atatement  from  each  of  the  theological  professors  in 
the  several  coUegea  of  our  Church  of  the  views  regarding  the  genuineness,  authen- 
ticity, and  inspiration  of  the  Scripturea  which  he  inculcates,  or  is  prepared  to 
inculcate,  on  hia  students,  in  ao  far  aa  the  department  of  hia  chair  leada  him  to 
discuss  or  touch  upon  these  subjects;  and  the  Assembly  further  inatinct  the 
College  Committee  to  report  the  statement  sent  to  next  Assembly,  and  to  fay  a 
copy  of  the  report  on  the  table  of  the  Commission  of  Assembly  In  March  next** 

DIBBnABLIBRinHT  AHD  A  BOTAL  001IM1B8I0H. 

Profeasor  if  ACGREQOR  gave  notice  that  when  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Church  and  State  oomea  up,  he  wiahed  to  be  allowed  to  move—"  Tliat  the 
Asitmblj  petition  the  two  Uooaea  of  Parliament  for  tho  appointment  of  n  Royal 
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CdBBiittoa  to  inqaire  into  the  condition  and  hiatorj  of  llie  Scottish  Chorehes  in 
rdfttion  to  Snablishflient.'' 

THI  80CI1TT  FOB  PBOPAQATINO  CHSISTIAH  UTOWLXDaiC 

Xr.  J.  CALDBR  HACPH AIL,  Sdinborgb,  gave  notice  of  tlie  following  motion : 
— "Tko  Anembly,  eontidering  tbat  not  fever  than  forty- two  OTertares  have  been 
tnoimittod  bj  Tariooa  Synods  and  Presbyteries  regarding  the  Society  in  Scotland 
for  Prapigating  Christian  Knowledge,  and,  with  special  reference  to  the  restriction 
impMsd  spon  that  Sodety  in  1846  by  a  decision  of  the  Conrt  of  Session,  forbidding 
it  to  employ  any  teachen,  eatechists,  missionaries,  or  other  agents  in  Scotland 
aetpt  only  penons  connected  with  the  Established  Chnrch :  Resolve  to  petition 
PiriisBient  to  nmore  said  restriotion,  as  was  onanimoosly  recommended  in  IS 76 
br  tke  Endowed  Schools  CommissionerB,  and  to  make  the  management  of  the 
Society  as  open  aa  was  contemplated  by  its  founders.  The  Assembly  farther  resolro 
to  appoint  a  committee  with  powers  to  take  such  steps  as  they  may  deem  expedient 
for  the  attainment  of  those  ends." 

TBS  ADDBUS  TO  HBB  MAJISTT. 

The  Sx-MODEBATOB  (Mr.  J.  Chalmers  Bams)  sobmitted  for  the  tpproTal  of 
tk  Assembly  the  following  draft  of  the  address  to  Her  Majesty,  as  prepared  by 
tbe  committee  appointed  on  Thursday  : — 

*'TO  THB  QUIEH*8  MOST  KXCELLEMT  MAJSSTT. 

^'it  Bdinborgh,  20th  May  1880. 

"May  it  pleaae  jour  Mi^coty, — We,  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Free 
Chizdi  of  Scotland,  met  in  Qeneral  Assembly  this  day,  the  anntTcrssry  of  your 
Mijestj'B  birthday,  sl*dly  arail  oarsolToa  of  the  occasion  to  mingle  oar  congrata- 
ttiMS  with  thoM  of  oar  fellow-salyecu  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  to  give  re- 
newed ezpressioa  «f  onr  loyal  and  loring  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person, 
hmJXj,  and  throneu  Wo  giro  hnmUe  and  hearty  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  good 
f«r  the  siBgnlnr  benefits  which  for  so  many  years  hare  come  to  onr  nation  by  your 
Majmly't  wise  and  beneficent  reign.  As  a  Church  of  Christ  we  are  under  law  to 
Him,  sad  it  is  in  conformity  to  His  will,  and  in  obedienee  to  His  word,  that  wo 
Bake  nppiieatioii  and  intereession  for  all  in  authority,  for  the  peace  of  the  king- 
f^o,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  all  its  interests,  while  we  seek  to  lead  quiet  and 
peaeeaUe  lires  in  all  godliness  and  honesty.  Very  specially  we  pray  that  the 
ioTereiga  of  these  realms  may  long  reign  in  the  hearts  of  her  subjects  and  orer  an 
enpire  as  peaceable  and  prosperoas  aa  it  is  vast,  and  that,  hanng  serred  the 
Redeemer,  the  King  of  kings,  upon  Uie  earth,  an  inheritance  of  blessing  may  remain 
t^  those  who  are  left  behind,  and  the  earthly  crown  which  your  M^esty  wears  may, 
Uroogh  the  abonnding  mercy  of  Qod  and  the  merits  of  Jesas  Christ,  be  exchanged 
fjr «  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 

"  We  abide,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
iobjects,  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland." 

Mr.  BuBBB  said,  whilst  this  expressed  the  loyalty  they  all  felt,  he  rather 
thoQ^t  that  he  was  the  most  loyal  man  in  this  House — (laughter) — beoanse  he  had 
^  the  best  reason  to  feel  loyal.  He  had  the  gratification  of  being  present  at  Her 
^jestj's  coronation,  which  he  supposed  nobody  else  had.  (Laughter.)  Besides 
^  he  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  to  Her  Miyesty  on  the  occasion  of  her 
•eecsioa  to  the  throne :  but  better  than  either,  he  had  the  gratifiaUion  and  honcur 
^  being  preaent  when  an  address  similar  to  this  was  read  in  Her  M^'esty's  pre- 
araee,  the  seated  on  the  throne,  as  the  Moderator  was  now.  (Laughter.)  He  had 
Mill  the  greater  gratification  of  hearing  Her  Miy'esty's  reply,  and  hearing  how 
^^^ainbly  she  delirered  iL  She  fairly  took  the  shine  out  of  the  Moderator. 
(Uoghter.)  He  was  then  a  minister  of  the  Established  Church  in  London,  and  he 
ud  the  brethren  there  were  associated  with  the  brethren  from  Scotland,  who  came 
<M>  ia  soch  small  numbers  aa  to  be  considered  an  unworthy  representation  of  the 
^  Kidc  mierefore  they  were  added  as  the  tail  of  the  depuUtion.  They  had  the 
^*^^v,  Ofcfy  one  of  thva^  not  only  of  being  preaent  on  the  occasion  of  hearing  Her 
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Majesty  read,  but  of  kiBSing  hands.  (Applause  and  laogfater.)  The  uaanimoiia 
oondnsion  they  came  to  after  retiring  from  Bockingham  Palace  was,  that  their  royal 
mistress  was  more  mistress  of  the  Qaeen's  Soglish  than  any  one  of  her  aabJeeU^ 
that  her  elocution  was  peifeot    (Laughter. ) 

The  Sari  of  KINTORE  said  that  the  free  Church  of  Scotland  bowed  to  no  one 
as  a  branch  of  Christ's  Obnrch  in  loyalty  to  the  Qaeen.  They  cordially  said,  God 
bless  the  Qaeen.    (Applause.) 

The  Moderator  was  then  authorised  to  dgn  the  address  on  behalf  of  the 
Assembly,  and  the  Clerk  instructed  to  forward  it  to  the  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  transmission  to  Her  Majesty* 

QJkSMa  BIHBSID  TO  cioii]iifna& 

The  following  applications  anent  colleagues  and  successors,  and  assistants,  and 
grants  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  were  referred  (to  a  special  com- 
mittee :^-Mr.  James  Pearson,  Killarrow ;  Mr.  Oeoige  F.  Knight,  East  Wemyss ; 
Dr.  Samuel  Spence,  Kilbimie ;  Mr.  John  B.  Omond,  Monzte ;  Mr.  Thomas  Dymoek, 
Free  Middle  Church,  Perth;  Mr.  John  Murray,  Abdie  and  Newburgh;  Dr.  Thomas 
M'Lanchlan,  St.  Colnmba's,  Edinburgh ;  Dr.  Thomas  Main,  Free  St.  Mary's,  Edin. 
burgh ;  Mr.  Charles  Stewart^  Fort- William ;  Mr.  John  Lyon,  West  Free  Chareh, 
Broughty-Feny ;  Mr.  David  Paton,  Fettercaim;  Mr.  John  AUaUj  Garmontli;  Mr. 
Donaldson  Rose,  East  Free  Church,  Brechin;  Mr.  Edward  Hsyman,  DalmelUngton  ; 
Dr.  W.  P.  Smith,  Eeig  and  Tough ;  Mr.  Robert  Philip,  M'Crie  Church,  Edinburgh  ; 
Mr.  John  Buchanan,  Fonchal,  Madeira. 

Applications  anent  sanctioning  of  charges  were  sent  to  a  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Walter  R.  Taylor  was  appointed  oonTcner : — ^North  Queensferry,  Presbytery  of 
Dunfermline ;  Bttrick,  Presby teiy  of  Selkirk ;  Drumoak,  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  ; 
Qaeen's  Cross,  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen ;  Aberoom,  Presbytery  of  Linlithgow. 

The  following  appUcations  were  likewise  referred  to  committees : — Applieationa 
anent  atudents  and  mmistera  from  other  Churehee — Mr.  Andrew  J.  Murdoch,  Mr. 
Lanchian  Maolauchlan,  Mr.  Darid  A.  Dickson,  Mr.  Sidoba  Bapoojde  Miaal,  Mr. 
Andrew  Campbell,  Mr.  John  Taylor,  Mr*  Alexander  SotherUnd,  Mr.  W.  H.  Telferd, 
Mr.  Jamea  Beattie,  Mr.  Thomas  Gregory,  Mr.  A.  F.  Douglas,  Mr.  John  Pirie,  Mr. 
Robert  8.  Duff,  Mr.  John  Ferric.  Return  to  remit  to  Presbytery  of  Dundee  in  case 
of  Mr.  W.  Robertson.    Memorial — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 

AppUcations  anent  sale  and  transference  of  property : — Boslin  Free  Chareli — 
sale  of  church  and  hall ;  West  Kilbride  Free  Church — sale  of  ebureh  and  sehool ; 
Stewarton  Free  Church-^sale  of  manse;  Melrose  Free  Chnrch^sale  of  mniue; 
Free  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Greenock — sale  of  ehnrch ;  Tester  Free  Churdi  ante  of 
church ;  Comrie  Free  Church — sale  of  church  and  sehool ;  Free  St.  James's  Chareb, 
Glasgow — sale  of  school  property;  Brldgegate  Free  Church,  Glasgow^^snle  of 
church ;  First  Free  Church,  Forfar— *sale  of  ehoreh. 

THE  OABB  OF  XBB  BKV.  A.  OAHT  KAT,  LOAMBKAD. 

The  Court  then  took  up  the  appeals  in  the  ease  of  the  Rct.  Alexander  Csoit 
Kay,  minister  of  the  Free  Chnreh  congregation  at  Loanhead,  who  had  been  libelled 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith  for  intoxication.  Dr.  Wilson  took  the  chair,  aa  the 
Moderator,  being  a  member  of  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  waa  a  pmrty  tn 
the  ease. 

The  major  proposition  of  the  libel  set  forth  that,  albeit  intoxication,  whether 
through  drugs  or  strong  drink,  and  especially  intoxication  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
exhibited  in  the  performance  of  the  servioes  of  the  Chnreh,  or  intoxication  anch  as 
to  hinder  the  performance  of  other  ecclesiastieal  duties,  were  offences  of  a  heinous 
nature,  Mr  Kay  had  been  guilty  of  said  offenoes,  and  of  intoxication,  aggrnTated  aa 
aforeaaid.  The  specific  chaiges  were  seren  In  number : — (1)  That  Mr.  Kay,  on  one 
or  other  of  the  days  of  September  1877,  was,  on  the  road  from  Loanhead  to  Bd^e- 
field,  so  much  the  worse  of  drink  or  dragv,  that  it  waa  manifest  in  the  unbecoming 
character  of  his  speeoh  and  appearance ;  (S)  that  on  one  or  other  of  the  day  a  of 
May  1878,  in  premises  connect^  wHh  the  Edinburgh  Hotel,  he  waa  ao  much  onder 
the  inflnanee  of  intoxieatiag  drugs  or  drink,  that  he  spoke  eicitedly  and  nnbeeom* 


8AT0BDAT,  KAY  23,  1880.  27 

iadj;  nd  M  M  to  dmw  atieation  to  the  lUte  in  which  be  was ;  (8)  on  the  2lBt 
KoTcabcr  1878,  or  one  or  other  of  the  daji  of  that  month,  in  the  Bridges  or 
5ico<MB  Stveet,  Bdiabnigh,  he  wmt  to  much  nnder  the  inflaenee  of  intoxicating 
dmgi  er  diink  thai  it  was  manifest  in  the  pecoliarity  of  his  walk  and  appeaianee ; 
(4  A  the  ffvnkkg  €»f  Mondaj,  the  17th  of  Febmaiy  1879,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the 
enmagf  9{  said  month,  on  tiie  street  at  Losnhead,  ho  was  so  much  under  the 
iuflacnee  of  intozieatiag  drugs  or  drink  that  it  was  manifest  in  liis  appearanee,  and 
apedall/  in  the  vnataadiness  of  his  walk ;  (6)  on  the  erening  on  Wednesday,  19th 
febnuj  1879,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  eveaings  of  said  month,  on  the  street  at 
Lesahsad,  he  was  so  mnch  nndor  the  influence  of  intoxicating  drags  or  drink  that 
it  VIS  BsnifMt  in  his  appearanee,  and  especially  in  the  unsteadiness  of  his  walk ; 
6t  on  8aadaj  the  22d  of  September  1878,  or  on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preoed- 
u&  sr  SB  the  Sabbath  immediately  foilowiog,  in  the  Free  Chnreh  at  Loanhead,  he 
ns  ssmaeh  nnder  tho  inflaenee  of  intoxicating  drugs  or  drink  that  he  spoke  inco- 
Mnatly  and  inartiealately,  his  appearance  and  lMha?ionr  being  such  as  to  call 
gcsoal  attaition  to  the  state  in  which  he  was,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  conduct 
the  smbI  scrvless  in  a  proper  msnner ;  (7)  on  the  afternoon  or  erening  of  Wednes- 
^T,  the  19th  day  of  Mareh  1879,  on  or  near  the  platform' of  the  Waverley  Stotion, 
Uiskuigh,  notwilhatanding  he  was  under  peremptory  citation  to  appear  on  tliat  after- 
Mon  befon  tho  Free  Plesbyteiy  of  Dalkeith,  he  was  so  much  under  the  inflaenee  of 
istniesling  dniga  or  diink  tliat  it  was  manifest  in  the  unbecoming  chscscter  of  his 
be^nosr  snd  ^pearanee,  and  in  the  peculiarity  and  unsteadiness  of  ids  walk,  all 
cf  vUflh  wm  siieh  an  to  Mil  general  attention  to  the  state  in  which  he  was. 

Ae  geaoial  deftnee  was,  that  after  extRme  exertions  amongst  the  fishermen  at 
SrniBMay,  Mr.  Kaj  oamo  home  quite  exhausted,  snd  aafiering  from  nervous  pros- 
tntitL,  Hot  long  after  being  home,  he  was  seised  with  an  attack  of  fever,  caught 
vtfht  Tiriting  Cerer  eases  in  tho  Tillage,  and  this  only  increased  the  nerrous 
dtbillty  Slider  which  ho  was  previously  labouring.  The  subsequent  action  of  the  Fres- 
l>n«iy  in  the  Tory  matter  of  this  libel  had  tended  still  more  to  add  to  his  distress. 
Aucatisn  was  also  called  to  the  indefiniteness  of  the  charges  in  the  libel. 

Thno  ware  appeals  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith,  and  a  member  of  the 
8jiMd  of  Lsthian  and  Tweeddale,  against  deliverances  of  the  latter  Court  on  eonnta 
1.  6,  sad  7.  Thea«  the  Presbyteiy  had  found  relevant,  but  on  their  decisions  being 
etnied  ta  the  Synod,  that  Court  reversed  their  findings,  and  declared  the  counts  in 
qscftioB  aen-relevflu&t.  In  regard  to  the  other  eounta  it  may  be  explained  that,  in 
itstiagwith  the  natter  originally,  the  Presbyteiy  themselves  found  the  2d  snd  8d 
CMals  not  proven,  and  withdrew  the  4th  count  Tkey  found  the  6th  eonnt 
pnvcn;  hot  the  Synod  reversed  their  dedaion,  and  against  that  finding  they  did 
istsppesL 

There  appeared  for  the  appellants : — ^Mr.  B.  O.  Balibur,  JBdiuburgh;  Mr.  Banner- 
■u  (late  of  Dalkeith);  Mr.  Stewart;  Mr.  D.  Bametson,  Bosslyn;  Mr.  Msealpine, 
Suhhill;  and  to  defend  the  judgment  of  the  Synod:— Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  Edin- 
kvglt;  Mr.  M'Bwan,  Edinburgh;  Mr.  Cunningham,  Edinburgh;  and  Professor 
^(uS'*8or-  Mr.  Kay  appeared  on  his  own  behalf.  At  the  outset  Mr.  Kay  objected 
to  the  s|»pearanee  of  Mr.  Bannerman,  as  he  waa  no  longer  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
tay  of  Dalkeith  or  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale. 

Sir  HSNRT  MOKCBBIFF  said  that  any  person  who  was  a  member  at  the 
(ine  of'these  proesedina  waa  now  entitled  to  speak  in  reference  to  his  action  at 
tbttimsL        •'  "^ 

Kr.  BABNBTSOF,  in  opening  the  ease  for  the  Presbytery,  pointed  ont  the 
(videaee  in  the  papen  on  whioh  the  Preabytery  had  found  the  connts  proven. 
Vitassses  generally  had  formed  the  opinion  that  there  was  ^*  something  wrong " 
^  Mr  Saj'a  demeanour,  unsteadineas  in  his  gait,  speech,  and  his  appearance 
kdd,sad  sartorial,  on  the  occasions  in  question.  The  character  of  the  evidence 
ftquming  tiM  6tli  count  was  of  a  natare  like  the  following  sample  given  by 
^.  ishn  Airnlie,  Fairfield :— «  On  Sabbath*  22d  September  1878, 1  was  present  in 
l^wahesd  Free  Church.  The  service  begsn  about  twenty -five  minntes  paat  twelve. 
1  mw  Mc  Kaj  disthMiftfy.  Hn  appeared  as  a  man  whot  had  had  a  night's  debauch, 
■■^  ense  away  jnat  an  he  waa.  His  appearance  and  everything  about  him  led  me 
le  tUak  aoi  The  momssat  I  saw  hint  I  saw  "there  was  something  veiy  seriously 
I  lelt  sfifontcd  at  the  service.     I  saw  some  in  ^e  church  looking  and 
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fimlliog  at  each  otber.  I  then  put  my  head  down,  and  didn't  look  round  until  the 
flervico  vas  over.  I  was  afraid  he  might  tumble.  He  was  seedy  and  dirty.  Nc 
two  sentences  of  the  sermon  seemed  connected.  The  children's  laetore  was  on, 
'  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain ; '  and  if  he  repeated  this  once,  he 
repeated  it  a  great  many  times.  Whenever  he  was  at  a  loss,  he  came  again  to 
these  words.  He  kept  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  worship,  Mr.  Kay  rose  to  pny 
before  the  Terses  given  out  had  been  sung — I  think  it  was  the  first  psalm  gtrcn  oat. 
The  precentor  looked  round  and  stopped.  The  adult  sermon  was  a  jumble  of  staff. 
7be  text  was  Job  zl.  and  2d  Terse.  There  was  no  reference  to  certain  accidents, 
although  some  of  the  elders  told  me  the  sermon  was  to  bear  on  these.  The  serrice 
that  day  was  shorter  than  usual.  He  went  on  about  Pantheists  and  Pantheism. 
He  drore  away  at  that  for  a  while ;  I  did  not  know  what  he  meant  In  church,  I 
felt  the  man  was  stupid.  On  going  out,  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Nelson  spoke  with 
me  about  waiting  on  him.  Kext  day,  as  a  deputy  from  the  elders,  I  waited  on  him." 
One  lady  witness  said  that  in  the  pulpit  on  the  day  in  question  Mr.  Kay  "  did  not 
look  so  nice  as  he  should  have  done.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  washed."  Dr.  M'Lsreo, 
Lasswade,  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  had  testified  thai  he  knew  Mr. 
Kay  took  chlorodyne  and  other  opiates.  In  respect  to  the  Tth  count,  Mr.  Bamet- 
son  said  that  on  this  count  the  Presbytery  rested  their  finding  mainly  on  the  eri- 
dence  of  five  witnesses  who  saw  Mr.  Kay  on  the  platform  of  the  WaTcriey  Station, 
Edinburgh,  on  the  day  specified  and  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  libel.  These 
witnesses  are  men  of  unquestioned  integrity.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Tod  of  Sl 
Leonard's,  is  a  gentleman  highly  respected  in  Mr.  Kay's  neighbourhood.  Another, 
Mr.  Tod  of  Aikendean,  is  an  elder  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Lasswsde. 
Another,  Mr.  Bathgate,  is  an  elder  in  the  Free  Church  congregation  of  Coekenaie; 
the  fourth,  Mr.  John  Hill,  is  an  elder  in  the  Free  Church  congregation  of  Cockpen; 
and  the  fifth,  Mr.  Robert  Hill,  is  now  the  minister  of  the  Free  Church  congregation 
at  Nen  thorn. 

It  is  true  that  all  the  witnesses  do  not  speak  of  Wednesday  the  19th  March,  bnt 
they  all  speak  of  a  Wednesday;  and  the  circumstance  of  two  of  the  witnesses 
appearing  before  the  Presbytery  on  the  following  day  (for  which  see  minute  of 
Presbytery  of  20th  March,  end  of  book),  and  the  facts  recorded  In  that  minute,  all 
these  facta  fix  the  date  to  be  the  day  specified  in  the  libel ;  and  the  honn  at  which 
the  trains  start  enabled  the  witnesses  to  be  positire  as  to  the  time. 

All  the  witnesses  are  positive  as  to  Mr.  Kay  being  the  person  they  saw,  and 
they  are  equally  positive  as  to  the  platform  of  the  Waverley  Station  being  the 
place  where  they  saw  him. 

Now  this  7th  count  says  that  '*  yon,  Mr.  Alexander  Cant  Kay,  were  so  mnch 
under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  drugs  or  drink  that  it  was  manifest  in  the  unbe- 
coming character  of  year  behaviour  and  appearance." 

What  do  the  witnesses  say  as  to  Mr.  Kay*s  appearance  on  that  day  1 

1.  Mr.  Bathgate,  page  52,  letter  C,  depones  :  "  I  did  not  like  hia  appearance; 
it  was  not  like  what  it  used  to  be."  Letter  £  :  '*  He  seemed  a  man  jnat  come  out 
of  sleep— drowsy-looking.** 

2.  Mr.  Tod  of  Aikendean  depones,  page  5S,  letter  F  :  "He  was  heavy-looking;" 
2d  line  below  :  " He  was  sotted-looking."  Page  64,  letter  A :  "He  was  hanging 
hU  head." 

Mr.  Tod  of  St.  Leonard's  depones,  page  54,  bottom  of  page,  and  page  56,  A :  "I 
was  struck  with  the  peculiarity  of  his  appearance ; "  4th  line  on  aame  page :  '*  He 
looked  to  me  half  awake — dazed."  Letter  B :  ^*The  eye  was  dreamy ;  the  com- 
plexion was  livid  or  purple,  aa  if  the  face  had  been  swollen." 

4.  Mr.  Bobert  Hill,  page  56,  letter  S:  "His  face  was  quite  flushed,  and  the 
peculiar  expression  of  his  eye  was  altogether  unlike  hia  usual  appearance." 

5.  Mr.  John  Hill,  page  61,  letter  B :  "  Mr.  Hill  thought  he  (Mr.  Kay)  looked 
the  worse  of  drink.  He  seemed  puffed  in  the  face,  and  had  an  unnaUiial  appesr- 
ance  Uiat  I  never  saw  before."  And  agsin,  page  62,  letter  C  :  *'Mr.  Kay's  &ce  was 
flashed  and  red ;  he  had  a  kind  of  sotted  look." 

Thia  evidence  proves  the  charge  as  to  the  nnbeooming  character  of  Mr.  Kay's 
appearance  and  behaviour. 

Here  the  count  speaks  of  the  peculiarity  and  nnsteadinesa  of  liia  walk. 

1.  Mr.  Bathgate  did  not  see  him  walking.    Page  52,  D  :  "  Mr.  Kay  was  stand 
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iBg  all  Um  Ume  thai  witnctt  obMrred  him."  Page  68,  C :  "  Mr.  Kay  was  leaning 
ipoB  an  ombrella  which  he  had  in  hia  hand  when  standing  on  the  platform/' 

8.  JCr.  Tod  of  Aikendean,  page  54,  letter  A,  3d  line  from  top,  aaja :  '*  He  waa 
Bering  ilowly.*  Inienrogated,  6th  line :  "  Waa  he  walking  ateadj  or  unateady  9  ** 
DepQoea :  "  U  wan  jimp,  or  aearoelj.*' 

S.  ICr. Tod  of  Si.  Leonard'a,  page  65,  letter  A,  Sd  line  from  top :  "I  waa  atmck 
viib  the  pteoUaritj  of  hia  gait"  Letter  B :  "  The  pecnliaritj  of  the  gait  waa  that 
bt  teemed  lo  healtaie  a  litUe  before  patting  down  hia  feet.  It  waa  not  reeling  nor 
•tigering;  and  there  waa  a  pecaliar  motion  of  the  head,  both  npwarda  and  down- 
wirda,  a  good  deaL" 

4.  JCr.  Beberi  WW,  page  66,  letter  E:  '<  He  walked  alowlj,  and  ataggered  a 
Itttk  daring  the  whole  time  I  oboerred  him — about  ten  minntes.'' 

5.  Hr.  John  Hill,  page  61,  letter  C :  "He  waa  not  very  steady  in  his  standing  on 
tk  bit^  and  when  he  walked  he  waa  not  very  steady."  Letter  D  :  **  Witness  saw 
tk  imsteadfaeaa  both  when  he  waa  standing  and  parUcalarly  when  he  walked." 
Page  68,  letter  D  (ereaa-ezamined  by  Mr.  Kay) :  Interrogated  what  witnesa  meana 
bjoateodiiienl  Deponea^ "  Stotterin',  and  mair  like  fa'ing.  It  wonld  not  take 
Baeh  to  knock  him  otol" 

6L  Dr.  M*lAren  in  hia  evidence  aaya :  "  The  effecta  of  a  dooe  of  opinm  in  the 
Wni  of  eUorodyne  (page  26j  letter  B)  in  the  aeeond  atage,  wonld  affect  motor  power 
uagrsat  degne." 

Ria  evidence  lefl  no  donbt  aa  to  the  peculiarity  and  nnateadineaa  of  Mr. 
K&y'i  walk  on  that  day.  It  ia  then  alleged  in  the  libel  that  Mr.  Kay*s  behavionr 
aa4  sppeaiance»  and  tiie  peculiarity  and  unsteadineaa  of  hia  walk,  were  aach  aa  to 
onfcacral  attention  to  the  atate  in  which  he  was. 

Vow  mark  the  impreaaion  made  on  tiieae  witneaaea  by  what  they  saw  of  Mr. 
iiy. 

Foar  of  the  witneaaea  aay  they  felt  no  amell  of  drink  from  Mr.  Kay.  Mr.  Bath- 
gite  waa  diatant  from  Mr.  Kay  10  to  12  yarda;  Mr.  Tod  of  Aikendean,  6  to  6 
jwda  eC  Mr.  Bobert  Hill  felt  no  amell,  neither  did  Mr.  John  Hill.  And  Mr.  Tod 
of  St  Leenaid*a  deponea  he  did  not  amell  anything  like  drink,  and  did  not  conclade 
ftt  Uie  time  It  was  <lrink,  but  he  aaya  (page  66,  letter  F,  last  linea  of  page)  "  the  smell 
of  ^lamiyne  or  eliloioform — a  aweet  amell — waa  felt  by  me  when  near  Mr.  Kay,  aa 
be  WIS  an  the  pUiform.*' 

1.  Mr.  Balbgnte,  page  62,  letter  E,  4th  line :  "  HaTing  heard  rumours,  I  thought 
he  had  been  taUog  a  littltf  drop  of  aomething  which  had  hurt  him."  Again  (page 
53,  letter  A),  in  nnawer  to  Mr.  Kay,  he  said :  **  Without  the  rumoora  I  could  have 
ceae  to  the  conelaaion  that  you  had  been  taking  something  wrong." 

2.  Mr  Tod  of  Aikendean,  page  54,  letter  B,  Sd  line :  "  The  impression  on  my 
Bind  from  hia  appearance  waa  that  Mr.  Kay  waa  like  a  sotted  penon." 

3.  Mr.  Bobert  Hill,  page  56,  letters  D  and  E :  "During  the  ten  minutes  I 
•Nerved  Mr.  Kay  alowly  moving  about  the  platform,  and  from  hia  walk,  from 
t^TXam  geatienlntionB  connected  with  shaking  hands  with  a  person,  and  from  the 
Bppearsnee  of  hia  face,  I  felt  bound  to  aasume  that  he  waa  intoxicated." 

4.  Mr.  John  Hill,  page  61,  letter  B,  4th  line :  <'  Witness  thought  he  looked  the 
vQfie  of  drink."  Letter  B,  6ih  line :  "  Witness  believed  that  Mr.  Kay  had  been 
tftkiag  Bpirito,  and  waa  Buffering  from  that." 

5.  Mr  Tod  of  St  Leonard's,  page  66,  letter  B,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Kay,  aaid :  "  I 
tkooght  at  the  time  that  yon  were  under  the  influence  of  opiates.** 

Than  all  the  five  witneaaea  concluded  that  he  waa  "  under  the  influence  of  intozi- 
ciUng  draga  or  drink." 

Mr.  Kajf  in  eroao-ezamining  the  witnesaes,  asked  Mr.  Bathgate,  page  68,  letter 
C.  if  extreme  anxiety  would  not  account  for  hia  appearance  ?  He  asked  Mr.  Tod  of 
St.  LMnaid'B,  page  66,  lettera  A  and  B,  if  extreme  anxiety,  sleeplessness,  or  bodily 
illacsB  eenld  not  account  for  it!  He  aaked  Mr.  Robert  Hill,  page  58,  letter  A,  if 
extreme  anxiety  or  ihenghtfnlnesa  wonld  not  account  for  it  I — and  they  all  anawered 
iatheiegaave. 

Mr  Bobert  Hil),  page  67,  letter  A,  aaya  *'  that  Mr.  Kay*8  atate  waa  a  matter  of 
cooveiaatien  in  the  carriage.  We  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  he  (Mr.  Kay) 
VIS  the  wane  ef  diink.  By  'we'  I  mean  Mr.  Tod  of  Aikendean,  Mr.  Dickflon> 
te  «f  BooUa  Leiy  and  my  father,  and  Mr.  Tod  of  St.  Leonard'a." 
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This  eonelnded  the  oTidenee  for  the  proflMntion,  and  this  6Tid«nee,  ia  th^  jadg 
ment  of  the  Preebjterjr,  aabstentiated  erery  allegitlon  contained  in  the  aerenUi 
eonnt  of  the  libeL 

Defence. — For  the  defence  there  are  eome  leren  or  eight  witnesses,  who  speak  of 
seeing  Mr.  Kay  on  Wednesday  the  19  th  March.  The  firat  witneas  I  wish  to  refer  to 
is  one  whom  Mr.  Kay  brought  to  the  Presbytery  to  speak  to  his  cbaractar. 

1.  Mr.  Watenton,  t^e  temperance  leotarer.  He  •depones^  page  82,  F,  and  page 
83,  A  :>>"  That  he  taw  Mr.  Ki^  on  Wednesday,  19th  or  26th  March,  between 
3  o'clock  and  4.15  f.m.  It  was  not  on  the  platform  of  the  Warerley  Station,  bat 
near  the  south  end  of  the  North  Bridge.  He  watched  him  for  some  time."  Whit 
he  saw  of  Mr.  Kay  that  day  he  telle  page  84,  A  (6th  line  from  top) :  '*  He  was 
swollen  about  the  eye,  and  his  gait  waa  much  more  unsteady  than  usual  cYidently. 
That  (page  8S,  letter  C)  Mr.  by  slipped ;  something  took  his  fooft  in  passing  Mr. 
Dnnlop'a  shop.  The  bag  (wMeh  Mr.  Kay  had  in  his  hand)  seemed  to  kep  the  fall, 
and  he  rallied  immediately."  Letter  E,  same  page,  **  that  he  was  aware  of  Mr.  Kay 
taking  drags ; "  and  (letter  D,  same  page), ''  if  there  had  been  no  talk  about  drugs 
(between  Mr.  Kay  and  himselQ,  I  might  hsTe  supposed  this  was  something  else.  1 
mean  by  something  else  intoxicating  drink." 

If  thia  Wednesday  of  which  Mr.  Wateraton  apeaks  be  the  19th  March  (of  eonrse 
it  may  be  the  26  th),  then  the  cTidenoe  of  Mr.  Wateraton  goes  to  support  tiie  allega- 
tions of  the  scTcnth  couni  of  the  libel.  If  it  were  the  26  th  March,  then  the  conduct 
of  the  19th  was  repeated  a  week  after. '  But  soon^afler  Mr.Kay  disappeared  from 
Mr.  Watenton  he  was  seen  by-« 

2.  Mr.  Young  Porteous,  who  deponed,  page  91,  B :  "  That  he  saw  Mr.  Kay  in  the 
North  Bridge.  Page  92,  F,  that  Young  Porteooa  was  coming  up  the  steps  from  the 
Fieshmarket  when  he  sa/w  Mr.  Kay ;  tlut  Mr.  Ksy  (page  91,^  E  and  F)  was  walking 
Teiy  fast,  but  Young  Porteous  was  walking  faster  still ;  that  there  was  nothing 
wrong  in  Mr.  Kay'a  appearance,  and  he  was  steady  enough.  But  (page  93;,  A),  he 
did  not  speak  to  Mr.  Kay,  and  (B),  he  saw  Mr.  Kay's  aide  face  only  an  he  paseed 
him." 

This  witness  had  but  small  opportunity  of  observing  Mr.  Kay,  seeing  that  be 
saw  his  Bide  faee  only,  and  seeing  that  both  the  witneas  and  Mr.  Kay  were  walking 
very  fast. 

Bat  let  me  ask  the  close  attention  of  the  House  to  the  evidence  of  this  witnesa 
•At  page  93,  letters  C  and  D,  this  witneis  s^ys : — "  From  January  to  Jane  1878 
witness  attended  Mr.  Kay  almost  daily."  It  was  right  en  to  the  end  of  June,  and 
witneiB  thinks  it  was  part  of  July,  but  is  not  quite  sure  of  this,  «.<;,  of  July.  So 
that  he  is  quite  sure  of  the  time  from  January  to  June  inelusive.  Now,  the  fi^t  is 
that  Mr.  Kay  was  absent  from  Loanhead  from  the  day  of  the  opening  of  the  Glasgow 
Assembly  until  the  close  of  the  second  week  of  June — some  three  or  foar  weeks. 
;He  was  in  Stomoway  on  the  Church's  work.  The  witness  Inglis  testifies  to  this. 
He  says,  page  102, 1)  :  *'  I  was  alwaya  worahipping  in  Loanhead  '^tt^  Church  from 
Whitsunday,  old  term,  1878.  I  came  to  LoanWd  on  a  Wednesday.  For  four 
Sabbaths  there  were  strangers,  or  three  anjway.     Mr.  Kay  was  away  at  Stornowaj.** 

Now,  I  submit  that  a  witness  who  depones  that  he  was  visiting  almost  daily  a 
man  who,  for  three  or  four  weeks,  was  not  in  the  place  to  be  visited,  is  one  on  whose 
evidence  we  cannot  put  much  confidence,  if  any  at  all. 

3.  The  next  witness  in  the  order  of  time  may  be  Mrs.  Inglis,  or,  it  m%y  be,  Mrs. 
Forbes,  the  attendants  in  the  waiting-rooms  at  the  Waverley  Station. 

Mrs  Forbes  depones  (page  105,  letter  £) :  "  Tliat  she  met  Mr.  Kay  in  the  gentle- 
men's waiting-room.  She  did  not  know  him,  but  thought  he  was  &  minister.  She 
asked  if  he  was  Mr.  Kay  1  He  said,  *  Yes ;  are  yon  Mrs.  Forbes  2 '  Mr.  Kay  asked  if 
Miss  Jessie  Colquhoun  was  here  ?  I  said.  No ;  and  he  aaid  it  was  very  unfair  of  her." 
Letter  F :  "  I  said  I  would  go  for  her.    I  went,  and  did  not  come  back." 

The  interview  between  Mrs.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Kay  waa  a  very  abort  one,  for  I 
have  read  the  whole  conversation  as  evidenced  by  Mrs.  F. 

**  She  thought  him  angry  with  the  disappointment,  but  saw  nothing  in  his  walk- 
ing, and  felt  no  smelU  There  was  no  appearance  of  drink  aboni  Mr.  Kay.  He  was 
sober  enough,  and  I  can  say  no  more." 

In  her  cross-examination,  Mrs.  Forbea  told  the  Presbytery  (pi^e  106,  letter  Qi 
that  she  never  saw  Mr.  Kay  bat  once  or  maybe  twice  before*    At  let^r^B^  ieD>^ 
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ftgt,  tUf  vitnen  mts  :  "  Tiie  girl  €ame»  I  think  abont  ten  in  the  morning  to  Hisa 
/cHia  Colquhimn  au«l  me."  And  I  ask  the  Bpecial  attention  of  the  houae  to  the 
iczt  MDtence.  Mr.  Haj  had  been  at  my  house  before  that  {ue,,  before  10  in  the 
Boniag),  md  the  girl  came  to  tell  oa. 

Nov  compare  the  atatement  of  Mra.  Forbes  with  the  statement  of  Thomas 
Bcanet  and  Gfeoige  Beid,  two  witneaaea  for  tbe  defence. 

ThesMS  Bonnet  (page  68,  B):  *<Bememben  Wednesdaj^  19th  March  1879. 
Mft  Mr.  Kay  at  Loanhead  Station  that  forenoon ;  Mr«  Kaj  was  going  to  Bdinbargli 
tod  Balke&th.  George  Beid  was  there  also.  G.  R.  brooght  a  parcel  and  gare  it  to 
Mr.Kiy/ 

Gcoige  Beid  (page  72»  B) :  "  Bemembera  Mr.  Kay  and  Mr.  Bennet  arranging  to 
BMt  at  Oslkeith  on  19ih  Mardi  laat  Met  Mr.  Kay  at  Loanhead  Bailway  Stetion 
t^  day.    Mr.  Kay  left  for  Edinburgh." 

Now  Bennet  diatinetly  tells  that  Mr.  Kay  left  Loanhead  for  Bdinborgh  that  fore* 
noes.  Beid  that  day.  And  thia  is  in  accord  with  the  fact  that  there  is  a  forenoon 
tnm  inm  Loanhead  to  Edinbni]g^  It  left  then  aa  it  leayes  still  abont  half-past 
clereo.  And  yet  Mra.  Forbes  tells  that  Mr.  Kay  was  at  her  honse  before  ten  that 
neraiig^  fully  an  hoar  and  a  half  before  he  left  Loanhead. 

Mil.  Forbes,  tbe  other  attendant  at  the  Bailway  Station,  says  (page  118,  A), 
iki  **  I  bad  nerer  seen  Mr.  Kay  before  that  day.  I  had  every  opportunity  of  seeing 
ium  folly  that  day,  both  walking  and  standing.  His  appearance  was  very  calm  and 
needy.  There  waa  no  smell  of  drink.  He  seemed  quite  sober  and  calm.  He 
leeaed  Tsiy  mneh  put  abont^  liaTing  waited  so  long. 

la  her  cross-examination  she  explained  what  she  meant  by  having  every  oppor- 
toiij  of  seeing  Mr.  Kay  fully  that  day,  both  walking  and  standing.  It  needs  no 
enacntlrom  me.  I  leave  it  with  the  Assembly  as  it  is.  (Page  118,  letter  C) : 
"TktmonMj  waa  paid  in  my  room,  wMeh  it  very  dark."  And  again,  letter  D,  same 
jase,the  "piincipal  Ume  I  had  of  seeing  Mr.  Kay  was  in  my  own  room  where  he  was 
lijiag  the  mon^." 

The  time  of  which  Mrs.  Myles  testifies  is  about  4.30  or  6  p.ic  And  there  we 
I«enght  of  Mr.  Kay  until  between  8  and  9  o'clock  In  the  evening.  We  have  next 
the  tMtiaoiiy  of  four  witnesses  who  saw  Mr.  Kay  in  his  honse  at  Edgefield,  Loan- 
hesd,  ihat  same  evening ;  and  the  four  men  tell  us  that  he  was  absent  from  his 
wagregitienal  pvayer-meeting  on  that  evening. 

Waller  Bobsrtaon,  the  preosntor  (page  79,  C),  saw  him  about  8.  Bobert 
Temaee  (who  aceompanied  Bobertaon),  saw  him  about  8.15.  Neither  of  these 
vitnesaes  saw  anything  wrong  with  Mr.  Kay,  nor  did  they  feel  any  smell.  Thomas 
Beaaet  (page  68,  O),  saw  him  after  the  prayer-meeting.  George  Beid  (page  72, 
C),  »v  Mr.  Kay  in  hia  own  hooae  (Edgefield)  about  9  o'clock.  They  tell  that  Mr. 
iMfB  eonveiaation  and  appearance  were  aa  usual,  and  that  Mr.  Kay  had  come  out 
frrai  Edinbnrgh  by  the  tramway  ear. 

The  efidenee  of  theae  four  witnesses  would  have  been  all  important  had  their 
testimony  told  of  the  platform  of  the  Waverley  Station,  Edinburgh,  at  A  o'clock  in 
tb«  ifiemoon.  But  they  do  not  speak  of  that  They  speak  of  what  they  saw  of 
Ui.  Kay  at  Edgefield,  Loanhead,  between  8  and  9  o'clock  at  night 

And  it  ia  quite  plain  that  Mr.  Kay'a  state  and  appearance  on  the  platform  of  the 
Wftfcrley  Station  at  4  o'clock,  aa  testified  to  by  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
that  these  are  quite  oompatible  with  his  appearance  at  Edgefield  between  8  and  9 
»'doek  as  tealified  to  by  the  witnesses,  Bobertson,  Torrance,  Bennet,  and  Beid. 

If  yon  regaxd  the  testimony  of  Dr.  M'Laren  (page  25,  £),  then  the  smell  of 
ehlerodyne  or  chloroform  felt  by  Mr.  Tod  from  Mr.  Kay  at  four  o'clock,  could 
Bot  ha? e  been  felt  some  four  hours  after,  for  Dr.  M'Laren  depones  that "  in  cases  of 
taking  opiatea  the  amell  evaporates  quickly." 

Aeeoiding  to  this,  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  who  saw  Mr.  Kay  at  Edgefield 
Mtveen  eight  and  nine  o'clock — whatever  ita  worth — ^haa  no  bearing  on  the  allega- 
ti«a  of  thia  county  that  at  four  o^elock  he  was  as  charged.  Then  there  are  but  four 
vitaessea  for  thedefcnee,  whose  testimony  is  relevant  to  thia  charge.  The  evidence 
of  one  of  them,  Mr.  Waterston,  ia  far  more  on  the  aide  of  the  prosecution  than  en 
^  side  of  the  defence.  And  there  are  but  three.  The  witness  Porteous,  who  saw 
Mr.  Ksj's  Mt  lue  only,  and  that  when  he  waa  walking  very  fast^  who  declared  that 
ha  nM  Tisitiog  Mr.  Kay  almost  daily  for  three  or  four  weeks  in  Loanhead,  when  the 
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fact  was  th&t  Mr.  Kay  was  not  in  Loanhead  at  all,  bot  in  Stornowaj.  Then  there 
are  the  attendants  at  the  waiting-rooma  at  the  Warerlej  Station.  Neither  of  theee 
witneasea  knew  Mr.  Kay  well.  Mrs.  Forbea  had  aeen  him  once,  or  maybe  twiee 
before.  Mrs.  Myles  had  never  seen  him  before.  Mrs.  Forbes  tells,  indeed,  that  she 
aaw  nothing  wrong  with  Mr.  Kay,  bat  in  her  eross-ezamination  she  tells  what  could 
not  be — that  Mr.  Kay  waa  at  her  house  before  ten  o'clock,  fally  an  hoar  and  a  half 
before  Mr.  Kay  left  Loanhead.  Mrs.  Myles,  too,  saw  nothing  wrong  with  Mr.  Kiy; 
not  only  that,  bat  "she  had  erery  opportunity  of  seeing  him  fully  both  walking  and 
standing."  And  again  she  says,  *'  The  money  waa  paid  in  my  room,  which  is  very 
dark."  And  yet  again,  "  The  principal  time  I  had  of  seeing  Mr.  Kay  was  in  my 
own  room,  when  he  waa  paying  the  money." 

Standing  orer  against  these  three  witnesses,  there  are  fire  witnesses  of  an* 
questioned  integrity,— one  highly  respected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  loanhead; 
three,  some  of  them  elders  in  the  Church  ;  and  the  flflh,  a  minister  of  the  Oospel; 
and  their  testimony — testimony  unshaken  in  cross-examination — ^is,  that  they  saw 
Mr.  Kay  on  the  day  named  at  the  time  and  place  specified,  and  in  the  condition 
alleged  in  the  libeL  And  having  regard  to  the  Vhole  evidence,  the  Presbytery  were 
•hut  up  to  the  conclusion — which  they  came  to  unanimously — that  the  count  vss 
proven. 

Mr.  B.  O.  BALFOUR  spoke  to  his  dissent  against  the  Synod's  decision,  and 
referred  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kay  was  evidently  a  man  who  took  opiates  at  his  ova 
hand  in  reckless  qnan titles.  This  Mr.  Kay,  he  said,  had  as  good  aa  admitted  in  s 
statement  he  made  that,  especially  since  his  return  from  Stomoway  in  Jane  last,  he 
had  been  snbject  to  a  disease  which  necessitated  his  taking  opiates,  that  he  had 
taken  them  at  his  own  hand  numbers  of  times  and  in  large  quantities,  instancing 
forty -five  drops  of  chlorodyne  in  a  dose.  He  also  admitted  that  the  result  wonld 
be  appearances  of  the  kind  which  liad  been  described,  but  he  did  not  consider  tiiat 
such  appearances  formed  ground  of  process  against  him,  and  he  had  appealed  to  the 
Presbytery  in  respect  of  his  long  connection  with  them,  his  hard  work  at  Loanhead, 
and  his  utter  want  of  means  to  stay  proceedings  under  this' libel. 

Mr.  M'EWAN,  in  defending  the  Judgment  of  the*  Synod,  pointed  out  thst  la 
unanimously  finding  the  first  count  not  proven,  the  Synod  were  influenced  mainly 
by  two  considerations — that  there  were  only  two  witnesses,  and  that  the  prineipil 
iritneas  was  not  forroborated.  As  to  the  sixth  count,  the  Synod  were  met  with  s 
maas  of  the  most  contradictory  etidenoe  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution and  the  defenee.  They  had  thus  to  consider  that  there  were  nine  witncEeea 
for  the  prosecution,  and  twenty-nine  for  the  defence ;  and  while  t^ere  was  a  certain 
meaanro  of  doubt  remaining,  they  decided  on  giving  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  to  the 
accused.  From  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  the  Synod  were  sbnt  up  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  charge  was  not  proved  that  Mr.  Kay  was  intoxicated  by  dmgs 
or  drink.  In  the  face  of  the  evidence  before  them,  the  Synod  could  not  solve  the 
mystery  why  the  Presbytery  should  find  this  count  unanimously  proven,  unlen  it 
were  through  local  influences,  from  which,  happily,  the  Synod  was  removed,  aa 
well  as  by  entirely  ignoring  the  evidence  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  CUNKINOHAM  spoke  with  reference  to  the  seventh  count,  which  was  alto 
found  not  proven  by  the  Synod,  and  showed  that  while  the  witnesses  for  the  proae- 
cutlon  had  only  seen  Mr.  Kay  from  the  windows  of  the  railway  train,  others  for  the 
defenee  who  had  conversed  with  him  were  of  a  different  view. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  bore  testimony  to  the  unimpeachable  charmeter  of  the 
witnesses  who  saw  Mr.  Kay  at  the  railway  station,  but  suggested  that  his  oondition 
on  that  oecaaion  was  attributable  to  exhaustion  caused  by  long  testing  and  walking. 
He  protested  against  the  remark,  that  cumulative  evidence  waa  to  be  allowed  in  a 
case  of  this  kind — that  though  the  evidence  on  any  one  count  might  not  be  sofBeieni 
to  prove  it,  that  yet  the  whole  evidence  taken  together  might  prove  all  the  connta. 
That  he  held  to  be  contrary  to  justice. 

Mr.  BANKERMAN,  in  reply,  said  that  Mr.  M'Ewan  had  laid  much  str«ss  upon 
the  fact  that  the  Synod  came  to  a  unanimous  judgment  of  not  proven  upon  the  fint 
mnd  sixth  counts,  and  decided  against  the  Presbytery  on  the  seventh  by  a  large 
majority.  The  Preabytery  might  be  excused  for  thinking  that  they  had  had  riome 
previous  experience  of  the  value  of  a  unanimous  decision  of  the  Synod  of  Lothian 
and  Tweeddale  in  this  ease.    In  April  1879  this  same  Synod,  led  by  the  same  gen- 
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tUmea  who  tppctred  to-day  at  the  bar,  agreed  unanimously  that  they  had  pover  to 
titer  Uie  fonn  of  a  libel  which  came  up  to  them  upon  the  releyaney.  The  Presby- 
teiy  vere  greatly  anrpiiaed,  and  brought  op  the  point  to  the  AsBembly.  And  the 
AMeably  anammoasly  decided  that  the  8ynod  were  wrong.  That  was  all  that  he 
ir«td  aay  about  the  unanimity  of  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale.  But  he 
ffoold  uk  the  Honae  to  obserre  the  difference  in  faToor  of  the  Presbytery  when  their 
soaaimity  came  to  be  considered.  On  other  counts  the  Presbytery  had  differed  in 
Qpiauio,  but  on  the  two  main  counts,  the  vxth  and  serenth,  they  were  absolutely 
Buainotti.  Kow,  the  Presbytery  had  this  acknowledged  and  great  advantage  orer 
uf  other  eourt,  they  saw  and  heard  the  witnesses  for  themselves.  They  knew  the 
ebraeterand  relative  intelligence  of  the  parties,  who  were  likely  to  exaggerate  or 
to  foiget.  They  saw  how  the  evidence  was  got  at  as  the  process  went  on.  The 
Pmbgrteiy  had  every  inclination  to  lean  to  Mr.  Kay's  side.  Every  member  felt  how 
Dodi  ibeic  was  about  him  that  was  attractive  and  likeable.  And  yet  the  sheer  force  of 
tbc  eridenee,  as  given  before  them  day  after  day,  as  they  were  enabled,  from  their 
dreaiBitsneet,  to  aifb  and  test  it,  shut  them  np  most  reluctantly  to  a  unanimous 
jadfneat  of  proven  upon  these  two  counts. 

He  did  not  ask  the  Assembly  for  a  moment  to  take  their  judgment  a« 
fssl;  bat  to  allow  a  certain  weight  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  circumstances  just 
ze£ened  to,  it  waa  a  unanimous  judgment.  The  Presbytery,  t.g.,  perfectly 
Dfidersteod  the  bearing  of  the  facts  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Barnetson,  which  he 
(Mr.  Bannerman)  saw  the  Assembly  generally  did  not  quite  follow  —  the 
Bttxks  of  concert  among  a  number  of  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  the 
cooitsat  recurrence  of  certain  formulss,  the  evidence,  in  short,  that  a  number  of 
(bem  were  just  repeating  a  lesson  which  they  had  learned  of  one  and  the  same  pre- 
cdgnitioD.  Mr.  Kay,  in  fact,  admitted  this  expressly  before  the  Synod,  saying  that 
be  tbeogbt  the  Presbytery  were  following  that  plan,  and  therefore  that  he  adopted 
it  mielf*defenee.  This  was  a  total  mistake,  so  far  as  the  Presbytery  were  concerned ; 
but  Ur.  Kay's  words,  which  were  taken  down  at  the  time,  only  confirmed  the  con* 
duioa  which  the  Presbytery  had  already  arrived  at  from  evidence  now  embodied  in 
tbe  pspets  before  the  Assembly. 

Undoubtedly  there  waa  conflicting  evidence  under  the  sixth  count.  Members  of 
this  House  suddenly  plunged  into  it,  might  naturally  feel  at  first  as  though  it  were 
s  Ban  of  confusion.  But  it  only  needed  a  little  care(ul  weighing  and  sifting.  Mem- 
beis  mast  weigh  the  witnesses  a  little,  not  simply  count  them. 

Ur.  Bannerman  then  referred  to  the  amount  of  clear  and  positive  evidence  for 
tbe  prosecution,  and  to  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the  men  by  whom  it  was 
giren,  and  argued  that  it  was  much  easier  to  suppose  that  certain  other  witnesses 
bid  ^ied  to  obaerve  certain  phenomena  in  the  case,  than  that  all  the  former  had 
been  under  a  deluaion  in  believing  that  they  heard  and  saw  what  they  deponed  to 
isder  oath. 

Mr.  KAY  (who  spoke  in  an  agitated  manner)  said,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the 
Kodecitor,  that  be  ahoold  not  attempt  to  say  anything.  He  would  leave  the  case  in 
tbc  bands  of  the  Assembly,  confident  that  they  would  do  him  justice. 

Parties  being  removed. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  Assembly,  with  regard  to  the  first  count, 
dliBUM  the  appeal  and  affirm  the  judgment  of  the  Synod ;  with  reference  to  the 
iuth  and  seventh  counts,  sustain  the  dissent  and  complaint ;  reverse  the  judgment 
cr  tbe  Synod,  and  find  the  sixth  and  seventh  counts  of  the  libel  proved.  In  sop* 
{lortiog  his  motion,  he  said  that  the  Presbytery  had  a  great  advantage  over  the 
Atoeably  in  seeing  the  witnesses ;  and  the  Presbytery  distinctly  stated  that  while 
oertsin  witnesses  for  the  defence  readily  answered  questions  put  by  Mr.  Kay,  when 
qaettioBed  by  the  Presbytery  they  displayed  great  irritability,  and  attributed  un- 
vortby  motives  to  the  questioners.  Great  effect  must  be  given  to  this  testimony  of 
tbe  Presbytery  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  witnesses  gave  their  evidence.  Mr. 
^y  bad  a  peremptory  duty  to  attend  the  Presbyterial  meeting  on  the  19th  March, 
tsd  be  neglected  that  duty  without  excuse,  as  he  bad  no  engagement  "  for  day  or 
boor."  He  pleaded  illness,  but  what  was  that  illness  1  His  medical  man  said  that 
be  had  no  symptoms  of  pleurisy  or  fever,  and  was  suffering  from  some  exciting  cause. 
H«  contended  that  the  various  appearances  of  Mr.  Kay  referred  to  in  the  counts 
«Q*d  not  be  attributable  to  ordinary  Ulnees,  but  to  the  effects  of  opiates.    When  they 
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eontidered  the  whole  of  the  clreumaUnces,  they  mut  come  to  the  eoBclaeion  that 
the  fiixih  coant  was  proved.  He  atrongl j  dUaented  from  Dr.  Smith's  Tlew,  that  the 
coanta  mast  be  considered  separate! j ;  they  muat  be  viewed  aa  a  whole.  He  did  not 
give  mach  weight  to  the  OTldenoe  on  the  opposite  side. 

Mr.  COWAK,  Troon,  seconded  the  motion.  He  wonld  simply  say  this,  that  he 
had  had  to  do  with  two  libels  in  the  course  of  his  life,  and  in  the  ease  of  neither 
were  they  able  to  obtain  anything  like  the  amount  of  evidence  that  they  had  in 
connection  with  this  libel.  In  the  latter  case  they  did  not  aocceed  in  getting  a 
single  member  of  the  congregation  to  come  forward  and  bear  evidence  on  the  ease, 
although  it  was  so  clear  that  before  they  proceeded  to  the  proof  the  person  charged 
admitted  the  truth  of  the  counts  of  the  libel,  and  saved  them  from  bringing  up  the 
case.  He  waa  surprised  at  the  amount  of  evidence  in  this  ease,  aad  the  deoision 
with  which  men  spoke  In  regard  to  a  matter  about  which  it  was  all  but  impossible 
when  they  came  to  need  evidence  to  get  It.  In  the  two  cases  he  had  mentioned  it 
turned  out,  unfortunately^  that  they  ended  In  the  separation  of  the  ministers  from 
their  charges,  ^e  was  compelled  to  say  that  he  could  take  no  other  view  of  the 
Bizth  count  than  had  been  taken  by  the  learned  Sheri£ 

Sheriff  COWAK,  Paisley,  rose  to  move  an  amendment,  because,  after  hearing 
the  parties  at  the  bar,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  conclusion  at  which  hie  learned 
friend  had  arrived.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  legal  adviser  waa  right  in  regard 
to  the  first  count  of  the  Indictment.  He  supposed  there  was  no  member  of  Assembly 
there  who  had  the  smallest  doubt  that  when  one  person  stated  a  faet,  and  only  the 
other  person  who  was  with  him  did  not  agree  with  it,  but^  on  the  contrary,  said 
that,  so  far  from  seeing  anything  wrong  with  the  subject  of  observation,  he  saw 
nothing  wrong,  there  being  only  two  witnesses  preeent  the  second  gave  no  corrobora- 
tion to  the  first.  As  regarded  the  other  two  charges,  he  was  constrained .  to  differ 
from  his  friend.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  charges  were  not  proven.  This  was 
clearly  the  case  aa  to  the  sixth  charge-r-that  on  22d  September.  Before  considering 
the  evidence  as  to  that,  he  wished  to  protest  against  the  law  as  laid  down  by  his 
learned  friend.  He  said  emphatically  the  law  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Campbell  was 
not  the  law  of  this  country.  He  was  perfectly  familiar  with  what  his  friend  alluded 
to,  that  there  was  a  certain  class  of  cases  in  which  from  penuria  tetiium  the  lav 
sanctioned  the  reoeiylng  of  light  from  the  evidence  on  one  charge  as  to  another. 
The  particular  cases  in  which  that  was  applied  in  law  courts  were  cases  of  base 
coinage,  because  where  a  person  went  into  one  shop,  where  he  saw  a  solitary  womaa, 
and  offered  a  base  sixpence  in  payment  of  a  pennyworth  of  tobacco,  and  went  into 
another  shop  and  offered  a  base  sixpence  in  payment  of  twopence  worth  of  tea,  the 
law  said  they  might  receive  the  one  charge  as  throwing  light  upon  the  other.  He 
said  emphatically  that  in  casea  of  theft  the  law  aa  laid  down  by  Mr.  Campbell  was 
not  the  law  of  this  country.  Where  there  were  five  or  six  charges  of  theft  each 
case  was  made  to  stand  upon  its  own  evidence,  and  it  was  a  familiar  fact  that  each 
case  was  taken  up  and  judged  of  by  the  evidence  which  had  regard  to  itself,  and  the 
reason  of  the  distinction  lay  in  this,  that  in  regard  to  a  case  of  theft  they  bad  or 
ought  to  have  full  testimony  in  regard  to  each  case.  Here  had  they  not  abundance 
of  evidence  in  regard  to  each  of  these  occasions,  which  were  moreover  separated  by  an 
interval  of  about  six  months ;  and  if  the  evidence  led  in  regard  either  to  the  aixth  or 
seventh  counts  individually  applicable  to  that  charge  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  proven,  he  said  it  waa  their  bounden  duty  to  give  to  the  respondent  at  the 
bar  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

Referring  to  the  events  of  the  memorable  Sabbath  of  22d  September,  he  ad- 
mitted there  was  certainly  something  peculiar  in  Mr.  Kay's  appearance  and  conduct 
on  that  day,  but  submitted  there  was  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  it  on  the  evi* 
deuce,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Kay  was  worn  out  by  aevere  labours  in 
Stomoway,  followed  up  by  further  prostration  while  visiting  numbers  of  his  people, 
who  were  smitten  with  an  epidemic  of  fever.  He  complained  of  illness  when  be 
entered  the  church,  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  resolved  if  possible  to  proceed.  With 
regard  to  the  seventh  count,  he  submitted  that  it  ought  also  to  be  dismissed,  snd 
took  occasion  to  express  thankfulness  that  in  the  speech  of  the  learned  law  adviser 
of  the  Church,  he  had  relieved  the  Church  from  dealing  with  thla  aa  a  case  of  drink, 
but  at  most  of  indulgence  in  opiates.  On  this  charge  he  reviewed  the  evidence, 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  were  mistaken  in  the 
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OBie  to  whtek  tbey  aieribed  his  agitated  appearance.  He  was  a  man  of  rerj 
strraas  temperament^  and  being  annoyed  by  failing  to  meet  a  peraon  whom  he 
viaiied  to  aee,  and  misaing  the  train,  and  thus  failing  to  appear  before  the  Preaby- 
leiy,  he  got  agitated  and  excited  from  innocent  causes  rery  different  from  those 
alleged  in  the  libel.  In  conclusion.  Sheriff  Cowan  said  he  read  the  eyidence  in 
regud  to  this  genUeman'a  work  in  Loanhead  on  that  particular  Sabbath,  and  from 
the  £Ugenee  and  eamestneca  with  which  he  deroted  himself  first  to  the  minlstra- 
tisni  im  the  pulpit,  then  to  the  Sabbath-sehool  at  home,  and  then  walking  to  a 
^stance  to  an  eyening  meeting,  his  derotion  to  his  people  when  suffering  from 
q^tdqaic  icTer,  he  was  not  surprised  that  ii  should  bare  called  forth  the  memorial 
presented  to  the  Presbytery; 

Kr.  J03BPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen  (elder),  seconded  the  amendment,  contending 
thU  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  ought  to  be  giren  to  Kr.  Kay.  The  incident  about  his 
lite  arriral  at  church  on  one  occasion  was  a  trivial  affA* ;  he  himself  had  known  a 
sinktor  not  to  come  at  all,  and  he  had  to  conduct  the  ser?ice  himself.    (Laughter.) 

Kr.  F.  EDMOKB,  Aberdeen  (elder),  had  no  hesitation  with  regard  to  the  scTenth 
eraakfbot  he  thought  there  was  doubt  as  to  the  sixth,  and  he  moved — "That  the 
dissent  and  complaint  with  regard  to  the  seyenth  count  be  sustained  and  Judgment 
rereited,  holding  that  the  seventh  count  has  been  prored ;  but  that  with  regard  to 
the  fint  and  aixth  the  diaaento  and  complainto  be  dismissed,  holding  them  not 
pfoven. 

Mr.  SIICPSOK,  depnto-clerk,  seconded  this  amendment. 

Mr.  ORSEKFIELD,  Stomoway,  said — It  would  be  cruel  of  me  to  remain  silent 
hi  this  ease.  I  was  present  at  Stomoway  in  1878,  when  Mr.  Kay  laboured  there 
faring  pan  of  the  fishing  season.  Since  I  was  settled,  eight  years  ago,  as  mlnistor 
ef  the  Free  Church  congregation  of  Stomoway,  several  of  our  ministers  did  earnest 
lad  noble  serriee  for  the  Mastor-  amongst  the  fishermen,  but,  in  my  opinion,  there 
wu  not  one  who  laboured  as  hard  as  Mr.  Kay.  He  preached  on  week-days  and 
Sabbaths  to  the  fishermen  and  to  the  women  who  were  in  town  from  different  parts 
of  Scotls&d  and  Bogland  In  connection  with  the  smoking  establishmento,  and  on 
the  last  Sabbath  that  he  was  in  Stomoway  he  preached  tre  times.  I  heard  him 
freseh  on  scTeral  occasions,  and  can  tostlfy  to  his  earnestness  and  faithfulness  in 
dealing  with  his  hearers.  It  was  evident  that  he  was  seeking  their  salvation.  I 
vu  (piito  prepared  to  hear  of  his  illness  after  such  hard  work  amougst  the  fishermen 
and  our  people.  I  folly  expected  it.  Taking  into  account  Mr.  Kay's  labours  at 
Stomoway,  and  afterwards  at  Loanhead  during  the  epidemic  of  fever,  I  was  not 
surprised  to  hear  that  he  waa  lato — a  few  minutes  late — and  unwell  on  the  Sabbath 
refeired  to ;  my  surprise  was  rather  that  he  was  able  to  preach  at  all.  I  believe 
thai  many  miniators  in  similar  circumstances  would  have  remained  in  their  beds. 

Dr.  ADAM,  expressed  his  persuasion  that  count  six  was  made  out. 

The  House  thereafter  proceeded  to  vote,  Mr.  Edmond,  however,  withdrawing  his 
amendment,  it  having  become  apparent  that  it  carried  small  support ;  but  he  entered 
kit  dissent  The  division,  Iberefore,  was  between  Sheriff  Campbeirs  and  Sheriff 
Covan's  motions,  the  result  being  that  62  roted  for  the  former,  and  45  for  the 
latter,  Sheriff  Campbell's  accordingly  being  declared  carried. 

Sheriff  COWAN  said  he  desired  to  dissent,  on  the  ground  that  the  law  hid 
doTu  by  the  mover  of  the  motion  was  not  the  law  of  this  Church. 

Sir  HENST  MOKCREIFF  said  a  dissent  of  that  kind  would  have  to  be  given 
Bi  writing. 

Shojff  COWAK  fiubeequenily  lodged  the  following  dissent :»"  In  my  own  name, 
tad  that  of  all  who  agree  with  me,  X  dissent  from  this  deoisioD,  because  the  law  laid 
domi  by  tbe  mover — that,  In  judging  of  the  several  counts  in  a  libel,  it  Is  competent 
to  give  weight  to  the  evidence  brought  forward  relating  to  other  charges,  and  so 
eonviet  even  if  the  evidence  relating  to  any  one  charge  is  not.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
jadges,  eonclnsive  and  sufficient  for  that  charge — ^is  not  the  law  of  this  Church." 

A  number  of  the  minority  signed  the  dissent 

Dr.  WILSON  (who  had  taken  the  chair,  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale 
or  which  the  Moderator  was  a  member,  being  "out  of  court")  intimated  that  the 
lixtb  and  serenth  counts  of  the  libel  having  been  found  proven,  it  was  now  for  the 
Gtneral  Assembly  to  detormine  what  was  to  be  the  sentonce  resulting  from  that 
fiadhif^ 
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Dr.  ADAM^-The  A«Bexnblj  has  now  a  daty  to  discharge — a  rmj  solemn  onei 
Though  we  all  feel  it  to  be  extremely  painful,  I  humblj  submit  that  the  Hoaaft 
cannot  stop  short  of  a  sentence  of  suspension  nne  die,  coupled  with  what  that  alwajs 
involTcs^  the  separation  of  the  minister  from  his  charge.  Some  may  think  that  tha 
sentence  shonld  go  fisrther  than  that,  but  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  at  least  an j« 
thing  less  than  that  would  be  altogether  short  of  what  the  sin  that  Kr.  Kay  has 
been  found  guilty  of  demands. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  seconded  the  motion,  which  the  Hoderatar,  in  theAbasnco 
of  any  counter  proposition,  declared  carried. 

Mr.  GREENFIELD  asked  if  he  could  enter  his  dissent. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  said  he  could  not,  as  there  had  been  no  connter 
motion.  It  appeared,  howerer,  that  as  a  matter  of  form  the  parties  at  the  bar  had 
not  been  recalled  to  ha?e  the  vote  intimated  to  them,  and  jthis  brought  the  sohject 
again  into  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GREENFIELD  said  he  was  prepared  to  moTe  that  Mr.  Kay  be  not  saa- 
ponded.    (Applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF—Whai  do  you  propose  1 

Mr.  GREENFIELD-That  lie  be  dealt  with  in  some  other  way. 

Mr.  STEWART,  Kirkwall,  moved  tliat  he  be  suspended  for  twelve  months. 

Mr.  J.  W.  CLARK,  Glasgow,  seconded  this  amendment. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen  (elder),  thought  that  in  such  a  thin  house  they 
should  not  settle  a  matter  of  such  importance.  It  wonld  be  rather  unfortunate  to 
ha?e  to  decide  it  with  only  about  100  members,  ont  of  a  house  of  700.  He  mored 
the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  the  thin  House  had  decided  the  ease,  which  was  of  far  more  im- 
portance than  pronouncing  sentence.  The  objection,  if  it  was  to  have  been  taken  at 
all,  shonld  ha?e  been  taken  to  the  hearing  of  the  case  by  a  small  Hooaeii  There  was 
great  propriety  in  the  Hoose  that  came  to  the  decision,  being  the  Hovse  that  pasaed 
the  sentence.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  reply  to  Mr.  Stewart,  Dr.  Adam  pointed  out  that 
the  sentence  of  suspension  for  twelve  months  wonld  not  carry  separation  from  the 
congregation,  and  he  asked  if  it  would  be  for  the  edification  of  any  of  the  parties 
that  Mr.  Kay  should  go  back  to  Loanhead.  He  belicTed  it  was  consistent  with 
precedent  not  to  hare  a  sentence  in  cases  of  this  kind  lighter  than  the  one  he  had 
proposed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD  (elder)  said  that  if  there  were  an  adjournment  the  other 
members  of  the  House  would  just  be  in  as  good  a  position  to  come  to  a  deeiaiim  on 
the  merits  as  they  were.    They  had  the  printed  papers. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  remarked  that  if  there  were  an  adjournment  the 
question  wonld  natnrally  be  raisedi  who  were  the  parties  entitled  to  Tote  for 
sentence  1 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  said  there  was  no  case  in  the  whole  history  of  the  Chnreh 
that  sentence  did  not  follow  such  a  finding  as  had  been  coma  to.  He,  for  one, 
shonld  decidedly  olyect  to  any  member  of  the  Ajsembly  voting  who  had^ot  heard 
'the  pleadings.  And  was  there  ever  a  case  in  the  history  of  the  Church  of  a  person 
being  found  guilty  under  a  libel  of  counts  such  as  these  they  had  held  to  be  relerant 
which  had  not  issued  in  a  sentence  like  this !  He  should  consider  it  minons  to  the 
congregation  if  Mr.  Kay  returned  to  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  was  quite  willing  that  his  motion  should  be  coupled 
with  the  condition  that  Mr.  Kay  shonld  be  loosed  from  bis  charge.  That  wonld  be 
quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  case,  considering  the  nature  of  the  evidence  and  the  pre- 
vious character  of  Mr.  Kay. 

3rr.  GRANT,  Tain,  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  supported  Mr.  Bdmondi' 
motion,  but  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the  decision  Uie  Assembly  had  come  to  wu 
a  just  one  in  the  circomstances. 

Mr.  GREENFIELD  said  he  abould  like  to  ask  Mr.  Cowan  if  there  had  ever  been  s 
case  like  this  before  the  Church.  Was  a  member  of  the  Free  Church  ever  fosnd 
guilty  of  being  under  the  influence  of  drugs  1  As  he  understood  it,  that  was  whit 
Mr.  Kay  had  been  found  guilty  of.  He  bad  not  been  found  guilty  of  being  intoxi- 
cated by  drink,  but  of  being  under  the  influence  of  drugs. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  they  were  surely  not  goiug  into  the  merits  of  the  ease  sgtia«    J 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  separation  from  his  charge,  there  waa  one  stroBg 
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•IjeetiaD  to  Mr.  Stevftrt*8  motion.  Mr.  K&y  should  be  restored,  on  the  ground  of 
Umg  broBght  to  m  right  state  of  mind  as  to  sin,  and  not  after  suspension  for  any 
kofihof  time;  and  if  that  state  of  mind  should  appear  within  twelve  months,  by 
ill  means  let  a  competent  Church  court  restore  him  to  the  ministry.  It  depended 
set  Ml  Ifae  length  of  time,  but  on  the  effect  of  the  discipline. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  should  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
Hooae,  sad  let  the  rote  be  taken  between  the  other  motions. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that  after  Dr.  Adam's  explanation  he  was  Inclined,  with 
\ht  eoasent  of  hia  seconder,  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

To  this  Mr.  Clark  agreed,  and  the  amendment  was  accordingly  withdrawn.  The 
Adtien  was  then  declared  carried. 

*  Wherefore  the  General  Assembly,  in  respect  of  the  judgment  now  come  to^ 
itt^pead  Mr.  Alexander  Cant  Kay,  sine  dU,  from  the  functions  of  his  ministry,  loose 
kjBi  from  the  pastoral  eharge  at  Loanhead,  and  instruct  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith 
u>  Man  that  eharge  Tseant  from  this  date." 

Firties  were  called  in^  and  this  sentence  was  intimated  to  them. 

TBB  TBACBI50  OF  THB  FBOFESSORS. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  that  notice  of  motion  had  been  given  to-day  in  regard  to  teach- 
ing m  their  colleges.  He  had  also  a  motion  on  that  subject,  but  of  a  different 
t«eor  from  that  of  Bir  Henry  Moncreiff«  He  was  not  prepared  at  that  moment  to 
fife  ike  exact  terms  of  it ;  but  he  thought  it  right,  to  prevent  misconstruction,  to 
uj  that  a  motion  of  that  kind  would  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Assembly. 

Priadpal  RAIZ^T,  who  bad  come  into  the  Honseisaid  he  supposed  it  was  no 
DSC  thiakiaglhafc  any  more  business  woald  be  taken  np  that  erening.  A  place 
vuold  afterwards  be  foond  for  what  was  remaining  on  the  programme. 

The  Assembly  tUen  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  at  half-past  ten  am.,  for 
coifereace  on  temperaxfte,  and  at  tweWe  noon  for  public  business ;  whereof  public 
iniioaiion  haTing  been  gireo,  the  sederant  was  closed  with  prayer. 
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The  General  Aiatmbly  met  in  oonferenee  on  Uie  subject  of  Temperance,  and 
Dr.  Begg,  minister  at  Edinburgh,  having  been  oalled  («  the  chair,  the  meeting  was 
constitated  with  prayer. 

The  Assembly  was  addreaaed  by  Mr.  Rldston,  elder;  Professor  Dons,  Mr.  Robert 
KiUmith,  minister  at  Chimside  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Grant,  minister  at  Tain  ;  Mr.  J.  G. 
Cimningham,  miniater  at  Bdinboiigh;  Professor  Blaikie,  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman, 
miaisier  at  Perth ;  Mr.  Thomas  M^Micking,  elder;  Mr.  Charles  Cowan,  elder;  Mr. 
William  C  M'DovgaU,  missionary  at  Blantyre;  Mr.  William  Robs,  minister  at 
Hoiheay,  Me.  A.  U.  Cowan,  minister  at  Tn>on;  Mr.  W.  B.  M'Lachlan,  elder;  and 
i^.  John  £L  Bovie^  miniater  at  Dunblane. 

The  sederant  was  eh»ed  with  prayer. 


The  OeiMnl  Assembly  did  again  conrene,  and  was  constituted  with  derotional 
(zcTciaes. 

The  minntet  of  Satnrday'a  sederunt  were  read  and  approved  of. 

Notieea  of  motions  were  given  in  as  follows: — One  by  Dr.  Begg  on  Popish 
ippeiatmentSy  and  anoUier  on  Richard  Cameron ;  one  by  Dr.  Adam  on  the 
I'xefesHriate  of  the  Chnreh,  and  one  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  on  the  same  subject ; 
«&d  eae  by  Dr.  Rainy  on  Chnreh'  and  State,  and  one  by  Sir  Henry  on  the 
feme  inljeet^ 

BUSUrXSS  B£JOBB  THti  A8SXMBLT. 

Pfiadpal  BAIKY,  Convener  of  the  Business  Committee,  submitted  a  report 
Irm  that  eommiltee.    The  committee  proposed  that  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  the 
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ABMmbly  ahoald  take  np  in  its  first  Btage  the  ease  of  Professor  Bobertson  Bmilb 
with  compUints  and  appeals.  It  seemed  to  the  committee  that  it  was  possible  that 
the  discuBsion  on  that  stage  of  the  case  might  perhaps  compress  itself,  ao  that  there 
might  be  room  in  the  forenoon  diet  for  one  or  two  matters  of  baeiness,  on  the  dis* 
tinct  nnderstanding,  howcTer,  that  these  would  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
diBcanion  which  the  House  desired  of  the  caie.  On  Thursday  the  case  of  Professor 
Smith  would  be  taken  up.  On  Friday,  college  business  was  put  down  in  a  general 
way,  and  after  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Erangelistie  Chair  and 
election  of  Professor.  It  seemed  to  the  Business  Committee  that  it  was  rety  desiimblo 
that  it  should  be  TCty  generally  known  when  such  business  as  the  election  of  s  Pro- 
fessor was  to  come  on,  and  the  course  they  proposed  to  take  was  the  folloinng : — 
Firs^  on  Fridayi  the  report  of  Committee  on  Colleges,  report  of  Examination 
Boaxd,  and  the  report  of  the  quinquennial  yisitstion  of  Qlssgow,  none  of  which 
would  take  up  much  time.  Then  the  report  on  the  Erangelistie  Chair,  with  OTer* 
tures  thereanent,  when  the  Assembly  would  have  an  opportunity  of  deeidlBf  what  it 
would  do  in  that  matter — whether  they  would  proceed  with  the  eleetion,  and  take 
steps  in  the  line  of  the  oTcrtures  or  not.  Then  they  proposed  to  take  up  the  over- 
tures anent  the  professoriate  of  the  Church.  After  that  they  had  put  down  OTertnres 
on  matters  connected  with  college  afikirs,  &g.  An  order  of  the  day  at  3  p.m.,  for 
Eoglish  Presbyterian  deputation.  On  Saturdays  presuming  that  the  Assembly  on 
Friday  made  np  its  mind  what  it  was  to  do  in  regard  to  the  Bvangelistic  Chair,  they 
proposed  to  bring  on  as  the  fint  item  of  business  the  report  on  the  election  of  a 
Professor  for  the  Erangelistie  Chair.  The  Assembly  would  see  that  they  had  a  heavy 
list  of  business  before  it,  and  the  committee  would  suggest  the  importance  of  its 
being  got  through  as  expeditiously  in  each  portion  of  it  as  possible. 

Mr.  JAMES  PORTEOUS,  Bsllautree,  referred  to  what  had  taken  place  on 
Saturday,  and  said  that  to  adjudicate  aright  in  any  case  It  was  necessary  they  should 
have  the  papers  in  their  possession  earlier.  It  should,  therefore,  be  suggesteid  to  the 
committee  that  on  future  occasions,  where  there  was  a  ease  m  which  the  minister  Lai 
standing  of  a  brother  and  the  interests  of  truth  and  purity  and  sobriety  were 
involved,  (1.)  the  papers  should  be  in  the  hands  of  members  In  sufficient  time 
to  enable  them  to  study  them  in  private,  and  (2)  that  on  no  occasion  should  sneh  an 
important  case  be  adjudicated  upon  on  the  first  Saturday  of  their  proceedings. 
(Applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  BIONCRETFF  said  it  was  no  new  thing,  but  had  been  the  almost 
invariable  practice  of  this  Assembly  to  take  the  first  Saturday  and  the  first  Monday 
for  cases  of  the  kind.  If  it  was  to  be  changed,  the  Assembly  wonld  have  to  eonsider 
such  a  proposal. 

Mr.  D.  MACLEAN  (elder),  Glasgow,  said  he  was  a  new  member  of  the  Assembly* 
but  he  had  been  pained  beyond  measure  to  find  that  a  pamphlet  of  160  plages  was 
put  into  his  hands  on  Friday,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  adjudicate  upon  it  off-hand 
on  Saturday,  after  hearing  the  addresses  from  the  bar.  He  had  done  his  best  on 
Friday  evening  to  go  over  the  evidence,  but  he  found  on  Saturday  morning  that  ht 
was  only  half-way  through,  and  he  could  not  eonscientiously  vote  upon  a  ease  of 
which  he  had  read  only  part  of  the  evidenee.  Therefore,  be  had  withdrawn  fibm 
the  Assembly  before  the  case  was  finished.  He  thought  that  not  only  the  papers 
in  cases  but  the  repccta  generally  ought  to  be  in  their  handa  at  least  fourteen  days 
before  the  meeting  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  SIMPSON,  depute-clerk,  said  that  when  the  gentleman,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  had  been  a  member  of  the  House  a  little  longer,  some  of  his  diifienltiM  would 
be  removed.  He  would  like  to  explain  that  he  made  a  special  effort  this  year,  aftd 
had  all  the  prints  ready  for  distribution  on  Thursday  momiog,  and  his  clerks  were 
about  to  give  them  out,  when  Dr.  Begg  suggested  that  as  in  former  yean  the 
distribution  should  be  made  on  Friday  morning.  He  was  sorry  Dr.  Begg  was  not 
present  to  give  his  explanation.  He  would  like  also  to  point  out  that  Presbytery 
clerks  and  conveners  of  committees  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  time  of  getting 
these  papers  ready  for  printing.  Many  of  them  appeared  to  foiget  the  standiiig 
order  on  the  subject.  The  clerks  this  year,  as  indeed  in  former  years,  had  done 
all  they  could  to  have  the  papers  ready  in  good  time,  and  everything  was  put  in 
type  by  them  ss  soon  as  received  at  the  offices.  It  wonld  have  been  mneh  more  to 
the  point  if  (he  first  speaker  had  reminded  members  of  the  dnty  of  attending  when 
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foeh  eiiei  as  that  of  Satorday  are  nnder  eonaideraiion,  instead  of  complaining  of 
thfl  abortBen  of  time  aUowed  for  reading  the  papers. 

Phifeaaor  LINDSAY,  Qiaagow,  said  lie  waa  glad  to  hare  this  explanation,  be- 
eaaae  it  waa  a  rery  trying  thing  to  come  in  on  Thnrsday  and  see  the  papers  lying 
retdy,  and  yet  not  bo  able  to  get  them. 

Mndpal  RAINY  belioTed  there  had  been  a  misnnderstanding.  It  surprised 
hhn  vhea  he  fonnd  on  Friday  that  membera  had  not  got  those  papers,  and  he 
thoaght  there  had  been  some  miannderstanding  of  the  rule  that  only  applied  to 
esMB  of  a  Teiy  exceptional  kind,  and  did  not  apply  at  all  to  the  ease  in  queation. 

APFUCATIOKS  FOBHOUE  lilSSIOK  OBANTS. 

ipplicatioiiB  fffom  Kelty,  Barrhill,  Causewayend  (Aberdeen),  and  Blackburn,  for 
Hmk  MiaaioB  granta,  were  all  referred  to  a  committee,  with  iostmctiona  to  report 
to  the  Aaaembly. 

1C1S3  JANKT  MACKAIB's  CASE. 

On  (he  motion  of  Principal  BAINY,  as  conrener  of  the  Boainesa  Committee,  it 
wu  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  to  report  to  this  Assembly  on  the  apptica- 
t!oa  of  Hiss  Janet  Macnair,  that  some  proTision  be  made  for  her  in  connection  with 
fimds  left  by  a  aiater  of  hers  to  the  Charcb,  she  being  now  reduced  to  poverty. 

THE  BTJSTBNTATIOK  POND. 

Dr.  Ifll^OK,  who  waa  reeeiyed  with  loud  applause,  proceeded  to  lay  on  the 
table  of  the  Aaaembly  the' report  on  the  Suatentation  Fond.  In  doing  so,  he 
uid->In  ooDBeqaenoe  of  some  liberal  donationa,  and  of  a  apecial  efiort  which 
lu  been  pretty  genenlly  made  by  congregationa  duriug  the  last  month  of  the 
resr,  by  asking  a  doable  contribatton,  or  by  meana  of  a  church  door  collection, 
the  decrease  in  the  Suatentation  Fund  has  not  been  so  great  as  was  at  one  time 
Apprehended.  Bat  it  ia  still  rery  far  from  being  in  a  position  to  afford  the  same 
iffloant  of  atipend  to  the  larger  number  of  our  ministers  as  they  receiTcd  two  yeara- 
sfo.  It  ia  not  difficult,  indeed,  to  account  for  the  decrease;  and  it  saya  much  for 
the  atabllity  of  the  fund  that  the  loss  has  not  been  much  greater  than  it  is  found  to 
be.  The  country  has  been  passing  through  a  crisis,  from  which  nearly  all  classes  of 
the  c<«imunity  bare  been  sufi^rera,  and  many  of  them  to  a  ruinous  extent ;  and  it 
vottld  not  hare  been  reaaonable  to  suppose  that  at  auch  a  time  the  Suatentation 
Fand  should  have  suffered  no  diminution,  and  much  less  that  it  should  have  made 
ittdi  progreaa  as  to  afford  the  same  stipend  to  ministers  now  that  it  did  two  years 
ago.  (Applauae.)  Let  us  be  thankful  to  the  God  of  providence  and  of  grace  that 
the  fand  haa  been  ao  well  supported,  rather  than  murmur  on  account  of  the  lose 
vbieh  haa  been  sustained.  Bat  now  that  a  day  of  greater  temporal  prosperity 
feemi  to  be  dawning  upon  us,  the  question  arises,  whether  we  should  quietly  wait, 
ezpeeting  that  an  improvement  in  the  circumstances  of  the  people  will  lead  to  a 
gndua],  and,  it  may  be,  a  speedy  enlargement  of  the  Suatentation  Fqnd,  so  that  it 
nsjT  more  adequately  accomplish  the  object  for  which  it  ia  designed.  Such  a  coarse, 
u  appears  to  me,  would  neither  be  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  case,  nor  in 
l^vmony  with  the  past  experience  of  the  Chorch.  In  this  world  in  which  we  live 
there  are  some  things  that  grow  naturally  and  spontaneously,  and  there  are  others 
vhieh  do  not  grow  without  careful  culture.  Tbistlea  and  other  weeds  apring  up 
abondantly  *  but  if  our  fields  are  to  bear  what  ia  aui table  for  human  food,  Uiere 
iDQit  be  an  expenditure  of  aeasonable  labour  and  painstaking.  And  what  is  true 
of  the  soil  on  which  we  tread  is  still  more  emphatically  true  of  the  nature  we 
isberit.  There  are  rery  vile  things  which  come  naturdUy  out  of  the  heart;  but 
It  most  be  kept  with  all  diligence  if  out  of  it  are  to  come  the  issues  of  life. 
Brotherly  love,  and  the  self-denial  implied  in  the  exercise  of  it,  are  not  the  natural 
prodact  of  the  heart ;  and  if  we  are  to  discharge  the  obligations  we  owe  to  one 
atiother,  there  mnat  be  on  our  part  much  watchfulness  and  tender  care.  Christian 
Wtficence  is  not  only  Itself  one  of  the  graces,  but  when  faithfully  practised  is  one 
of  the  most  efficient  means  of  grace,  tending  to  the  development  of  all  that  is 
lore!/  sad  of  good  report  hi  this  life ;  and  we  may  therefore  assume  that  ita  growth 
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mast  be  promoted  bj  all  ftppliances  Baitable  to  its  healthful  nonrialimeiit  The  paat 
hutorjr  of  the  Saateatation  Fund  afforda  abandaat  illaatFatlon  of  ihia  truth*  This 
fond  has,  indeed,  increaaed  laiigely  ainco  it  was  broaght  into  operation  thirty^aoTen 
Tears  ago,  and  the  contribatlona  to  it  generallj  are  on  a  much  more  libend  aca]e» 
But  it  ia  notable  that  at  no  period  baa  iia  growth  been  entirely  apontaneoua.  On 
the  contrary,  there  haa  alwaya  been  manifeated  a  tendency  to  fall  back  from  pre* 
viouB  attalamenta ;  and  this  tendency  hai  only  been  counteracted  by  apecial  appeala 
made  to  office-bearera  and  congregatione.  A  conaiderable  advance  waa  made  in  thia 
way  by  a  ▼iaitation  of  Pretbyteriea  and  oongregatione  in  1848 ;  and  again  the  aame 
procesa  was  repeated  with  still  greater  success  in  3854.  There  waa  a  aimilar  viaita* 
lion  in  1867,  when  the  plan  of  the  Surplus  Fund'  was  adopted ;  and  thia  Tiaitaiion 
was  repeated  in  1873,  with  Tery  gratifying  results.  It  is  not  difficult  to  nnderstand 
how  thia  tendency  to  decreaae  should  manifest  itselt  It  does  not  ariae  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  eontribntora  to  the  fund,  nnleaa  in  very  exeeptlonal  ctrcam- 
aiancesy  lessen  the  amount  of  the  contributions  promised  at  the  time  the  appeal  waa 
made.  But  congregatione  are  in  a  state  of  continual  flux.  Every  year  there  are 
changea  by  death  and  by  removal  to  other  loeditiea.  And  there  are  changes 
continually  occurring  in  the  temporal  circnmstancea  of  mora  or  fewer  of  membera 
of  congregations.  These  changea  are  ao  rapid  and  extensive,  that  probably  at  the 
end  of  seven  years  a  congregation  of  800  members  will  not  have  more  than  one- 
half  remaining  of  those  who  were  membera  when  the  seven  years  began;  and  of 
ihoae  who  have  been  added  a  large  proportion  know  little  about  the  Snstentatlon 
Fund,  and  have  not  given  much,  if  any,  conaideration  to  the  claims  which  it  haa 
upon  their  liberality.  A  decreaae  in  the  amount  contributed,  therefore,  rery  natn* 
rally  takea  place.  Thia  will  be  inevitable,  indeed,  nnleaa  when  deaoona'  eearta  are 
constantly  watchful,  and  take  an  intelligent  and  cordial  interest  in  maintaining  the 
fund.  And  even  when  they  are  faithfully  sealoua,  it  cannot  be  otherwiae  than  very 
helpful  to  them  that  an  appeal  ahould  be  made  to  the  whole  Church  to  revise  and 
reconaider  their  rate  of  contribution  to  the  fund.  A  freah  appeal  made  now  to  the 
membera  of  the  Free  Churoh  would  not  be  addressed  to  the  aame  partiea  aa  were 
appealed  to  in  1878,  or  to  partiea  in  the  aame  circumatancea;  and  the  time  appears 
.to  me  to  have  fully  come  when  this  appeal  ahould  be  made. 

Some  of  us  have  been  celebrating  in  various  ways  the  centenary  of  Dr.  Chalmers' 
birth.  Kow,  among  the  many  achievementa  of  tliat  great  and  good  man  not  the 
leaat  was  hia  having  originated  the  Suatentation  Fund,  and  aurely  it  would  be 
peooliarly  aeaaonabie  that  thia  year  ahould  be  aignalised  by  taking  a  long  atep  in 
advance  in  the  maintenance  of  that  fund.  (Applause.)  This  would  be  one  of  the 
beat  practical  methods  of  doing  honour  to  his  memory,  and  of  vindicating  his  prao* 
tical  sagacity*  The  Suatentation  Fund  is  a  living  monument  to  Dr.  Chalmers,  and 
one  longa  to  see  it  made  more  worthy  of  hia  name,  having  a  broader  baaci  and  raised 
to  a  much  loftier  altitude.  (Apphiuae.)  It  would  be  to  lose  a  golden  opportunity 
to  let  the  occasion  pasa  without  a  vigorona  and  united  effort  in  thia  direction,  ^o 
one  can  doubt  that  thia  would  be  a  Attiog-^perhapa  the  moat  fitting— commemora- 
tion of  one  whose  name  ia  ao  dear  to  the  Free  Church.  And  auoh  an  effort  might 
greatly  aid  in  bringing  back  the  spirit  of  the  Disruption  time,  when  the  Free 
Church  waa  Jt  oue  heart  and  of  one  mind,  and  inspired  with  the  noblest  aims  for 
the  dissemination  of  the  gospel,  and  the  maintenance  of  ita  ordinaucea  in  this  and 
in  other  lands.  There  ia  another  conaideration  which,  I  think,  should  weigh  with 
na  in  undertaking  auch  an  enterpriae.  At  the  beginning,  and  until  very  recently, 
in  providing  for  tke  maintenance  of  ordinances  the  Fxta  Church  was  fiur  in  advance 
of  other  unendowed  Churchea.  She  waa  instrumental  in  teaching  them  leaaona  of 
Christian  liberality,  which  some  of  them  at  leaat  iiare  not  been  alow  to  learn,  and 
they  have  learned  it  ao  successfully  aa  to  have  got  in  advance  of  thoae  who  first 
ahowed  them  the  example.  Both  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Seotland  and 
the  English  Presbyterian  Church  are  now  making  a  more  adequate  provision  than 
the  Free  Church  for  maintaining  the  ordinancea  of  the  gospel.  Thia  (act  ahould 
fumiah  a  wholeaome  atimnlua  to  membera  of  the  Free  Church  to  increase  their  rate 
of  contribution  to  the  Suatentation  Fund.  Aa  wo  were  in  advance  of  these  Churches 
only  a  few  yeara  ago,  there  aeema  to  be  nothing  to  prevent  ua  attaining  agun  the 
same  relative  poaition.  I  believe  there  are  not  many  membera  of  the  Free  Church 
who  are  of  opinion  that  her  miniatera  leeiive  an  adequate  income.    There  are,  in^* 
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deed,  nne  ministan  ia  our  dties  whoie  serricei  are  rendered  to  eomparatiTely 
nameroae  and  wealUij  eoDgregaliona,  that  ha?e  their  income  supplemented  from 
eongvagatioBal  fnnda  to  aneh  an  amount  as  enables  them  to  live  in  comfort.  And 
the  £Mt  el  soeh  anpplemonta  being  provided  is  a  sufficient  indication  that,  in  the 
view  of  tiiese  eoagiegaUoiMi  at  leasts  the  Sustentation  Fund  is  far  from  providing 
for  fldatoiers  an  adequate  remnneration.  But  the  larger  number  of  our  ministers 
&re  wholly  dependent  for  their  maiiUenanee  upon  the  Sustentation  Fund ;  and  these, 
e«peciaUj  wlien  tbey  have  families  to  provide  for  and  edoeate,  cannot  be  othevwii-o 
ibln  greatly  atimiteaed.  When  one  considers  the  claims  that  are  made  upon  minis- 
un  the  expenaca  that  moat  be  incurred  by  them  for  neeessary  books,  and  for  the 
cischaige  of  their  dntiea  aa  preabyteia*— the  status  in  society  they  are  expected  to 
msmtaiB,  and  the  long  oouiae  of  ezpenaive  tnining  they  have  to  pass  through  to  fit 
tbea  £»  the  datica  of  their  vocation ;  and  when  one  compares  the  remuneration  they 
receive  with  tho  remnneimtion  lor  other  kinds  of  labour,  the  qualifications  for  which 
ut  vciy  iiar  from  being  so  high,  it  may  be  iairly  enough  said  that  ministerial  labour 
is  the  wont  paid  of  all  kinds  of  labour* 

£ot  while  1  ao  apeak,  I  desire  not  to  be  forgetful  of  two  things  neoessary  to  be 
kept  IB  view-— one  oif  iheas  by  ministeiB,and  the  other  by  the  people  amongst  whom 
ihey  labour  in  spiritnal  thinga.  What  miniatera  need  to  remember  Is,  that  they 
prove  theanetrea  worthy  of  being  weU  remunerated  by  their  diligent,  faithful,  and 
affectienato  aerviee,  by  patienoe^  by  poreness  and  heavenly.mnidedneBS,  by  tender 
cm  for  the  iatereata  of  their  people,  and,  above  all,  by  able  and  effective  preaching 
of  tkt  goapel.  When  a  minister  becomes  careiesa  aud  perfunctory  in  his  work,  it 
caaaei  be  expaeted  that  hia  coogregaUon  will  exercite  much  forethought  aa  to  the 
miftiteniacp  of  go^el  ocdinuees*  Bat^  on  the  other  hand,  what  Church  members 
need  to  remember  ia,  that  if  they  are  stinted  and  grudging  givers  they  will  not 
derive  much  profit  from  the  labours  of  their  minister.  For  this  i«  a  law  of  the 
kiagdom  of  henven-*'*  He  which  aoweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly ;  and  he 
ehkh  aoweih  boantifaUj  shall  reap  also  boontifnUy.  Every  man,  aeoording  as  he 
perpeaelh  in  hia  hearty  ao  let  him  give,  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity,  for  God 
loveth  a  eheatfol  giver.  And  Qod  is  able  to  makh  all  grace  abound  towards  you." 
This  law  of  the  kingdom  I  would  desive  to  keep  eontinnaliy  before  the  eyes  of 
Chav^  asembers^  If  it  be  true  that  the  income  of  ministers,  however  inadequate, 
is  all  thai  the  membera  are  able  to  afford— if  Qod  has  so  restricted  their  means  of 
giving  thai  tbey  cannot  increase  their  rate  of  oontribution — if  they  are  gir\ng  as 
the  Lani  baa  proapored  them,  by  all  means  let  ministers  suffer  unmnrmnringiy 
ileag  with  ibem.  (Applause.)  In  these  clreumatances,  God  will  make  all  grace 
abowad  iowaids  both  miniater  and  people.  But  if  thia  ia  not  the  state  of  the  case 
there  will  bo  aeriooa  damage  to  both  parties.  There  eaonot  bo  a  plenteous  harvest 
vithoni  a  boontiful  aowing.  The  miniatiy  will  deteriorate,  and  the  people  will 
laffcr  the  looa.  Bat  who  will  say  thai  there  are  not  ample  resources  in  the  Free 
Chureh  for  the  adequate  remuneration  of  her  ministers,  and  for  efficiently  main- 
taiahigthe  ordinance  of  the  gospel  throughout  all  our  borders  1  The  gross  amount, 
indeed^  of  the  Baatentation  Food  from  year  to  year  is  a  large  sum ;  but  it  comes 
from  a  very  largo  namber  of  oontributore,  end  falls  to  be  divided  among  a  large 
aoaber  of  nnniaten.  The  Sustentation  Fund  is  designed  to  maintain  the  ordi- 
sanesa  of  tho  goapel  in  a  thousand  pariabes,  in  many  of  which  the  population  is  of 
the  poonai  claaa.  For  the  Free  Chureh  ia  emiaently  the  Church  of  the  poor— 
(applaaae)-  having  the  diatingaished  honour  of  being  the  Church  of  the  Highlands 
sad  Miwfis,  and  to  a  large  extent  of  tho  dwellers  in  the  lanes  and  closes  of  our 
hifge  dtiMt  And  the  amount  contributed  by  her  members  for  this  great  national 
vork,  far  the  mninataj  and  aupport  of  the  labourers  engaged  in  it,  is  less  than 
£180,000.  li  ia  right  to  say  that  other  ibuds,  beside  the  Sustentation  Fund,  are  to 
a  liaUtcd  extent  available  for  thia  work.  But  the  chief  reliance  is  on  the  Susten- 
tatteaFand* 

Now,  eatimating  tho  members  and  adherents  of  the  Free  Chureh  to  number 
250,0OO-~and  tbia  ia  by  no  meana  an  exaggeiation^-it  is  not  difficult  to  ealculato 
what  the  avenge  giving  of  each  ia  to  the  Soatentaiion  Fund.  It  ia  just  a  fraction 
tbove  ten  shillinga  a  year,  or  less  than  twopence  halfpenny  a  week.  There  are  not 
many  even  of  very  poor  people  who  do  not  spend  mo  oh  more  than  this  in  indnl- 
gcaeet  which  are  either  unnecesaaiy  or  hurtfuL    In  these  cireomstanoes,  no  one 
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can  reuoiuiblj  tver  that  the  Free  Chareh,  ootxnting  ooiitii1>iitioiM  large  and  Bman, 
ia  not  easily  able,  without  anj  UDdae  etnin,  largely  to  increase  Ita  eontiibotiona 
to  the  BoBtentation  Fund.  And  thia  should  be  set  aboat  wiihont  delay.  And,  in 
doing  ao,  we  matt  aim  at  something  higher  than  merely  reeoTering  lost  ground.  If 
tbii  were  all  that  we  attempted  we  woald  almost  assaredly  fail.  The  mlnda  and 
hearts  of  the  people  conld  not  be  stirred  by  such  an  appeal.  Wlien  our  mnximom 
stipend  was  £200,  no  one  imagined  that  this  was  the  nltimatam.  It  was  an  im- 
portant step  gained,  indeed,  bot  it  was  also  a  starting  point  for  higher  attainment 
From  many  different  qoartera  the  opinion  has  been  announced  that  we  should  not 
be  satisfied  with  a  less  stipend  than  £300  for  onr  ministers.  And  in  this  opinion  I 
thoroughly  agree.  And  with  a  Tiew  to  the  attainment  of  this,  I  venture  to  propose 
that  we  ahould  make  a  special  and  earnest  and  uniyersal  appeal  to  the  members  of 
the  Chnreh  to  raise  the  rate  of  contribution  by  at  least  one-third,  to  ask  those  who 
are  giriog  one  ahilling  a  month  to  contribute  one  shilling  and  sixpence,  those  who 
are  giving  twenty  shillings  a  month  to  contribute  thirty  shillings,  and  bo  on  in  like 
proportion.  (Applause.)  I  am  well  aware  that  this  rate  of  increase  cannot  be 
carried  out  indiscriminately.  There  are  those  who  are  giving  now  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability ;  but  there  are  many  more  who,  if  they  were  Induced  to  give  the  anhject 
their  eameat  considezation,  conld,  without  difficulty,  increase  their  contributions 
fourfold.  And  besides,  there  are  a  latge  number  that  are  non-g!vers  who  might 
be  enlisted  aa  contributors.  I  confess  I  would  not  have  the  heart  to  preeh  this 
movement  if  I  believed  that  the  earryiog  it  into  effect  wenld  be  oppressire  and 
burdensome  to  the  members  of  the  Church. 

No  doubt  to  many  people  it  will  assume  thfs  aspect.  It  will  look  like  the 
imposition  of  a  new  tax.  And  to  those  who  regard  it  In  this  lights  and  who,  if  they 
give  any  increase  at  all,  will  give  it  grudgingly.  I  would  be  disposed  to  say,  if  jou 
cannot  give  cheerfully  and  with  a  willing  mind,  it  weold  be  better  for  yoti  to  refrain. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  right  you  should  keep  in  view  the  divine  maxim — ^'^ There  ia 
that  scattereth,  and  yet  increaseth ;  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  hi  meef, 
and  it  tendeth  to  poverty."  All  experience  confirms  the  truth  of  this  maxim,  and 
attests  that  "  the  liberal  soul  is  made  fet."  We  are  wont  to  say  that  giving  does 
not  impoverish  Qod ;  and  it  does  not  impoverish  those  who  are  Qod-llke  in  their 
giving.  It  ia  the  supreme  aim  of  the  gospel  and  its  ordinances  that  men,  through 
means  of  them,  ahould  be  made  like  their  Father  in  heaven,  upon  whom  the  eyes  of 
all  wait ;  and  He  opens  His  hand,  and  satisfies  the  desite  of  every  living  thing.  He 
is  always  giving  freely  and  abundantly,  and  we  cannot  be  Hke  Him  !f  we  arc  not 
liberal  givers;  if  we  do  not  cheerfully  respond  to  every  call  He  is  making  npon  us 
to  aid  and  maintain  His  cause,  and,  in  the  sp*rft  of  King  David,  say — ''  0  Lord  our 
God,  all  this  store  that  we  have  prepared  to  bnild  thee  an  house,  for  thine  holy 
name,  cometh  of  thine  hand,  and  is  all  thine  own."  Worldly-minded  people  beliered 
and  said,  when  the  Disruption  had  taken  place,  that  the  maintenance  of  the  Free 
Church  would  impoverish  the  people,  and  not  a  few  were  deterred  from  joining  it 
because  of  the  claims  npon  their  liberality  which  it  presented.  But  no  mistake 
could  be  greater  than  to  assume  that  all  expenditure  involves  loss,  and  that  giving 
entails  poverty  and  ezhanstion  of  resources.  Whether  there  be  loss  and  exhaustion 
depends  upon  the  object  for  which  the  money  is  expended.  There  is  expenditure 
which  means  loss,  and  something  worse;  but  there  is  also  expenditure  which  means 
great  gain.  And  this,  though  not  exclusively,  is  yet  emphatically  true  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  cause  of  Clirist.  The  Faithful  Premiser  has  said,  "  Honour  the  Lord 
with  thy  anhstance,  and  with  thefirat^fmlts  of  all  thine  increase ;  so  shall  thy  barns 
be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall  burst  with  new  wine;**  and  there  are 
not  a  few  who  have  made  eonadenoe  of  liberal  giving  who  have  verified  this  promise 
in  their  own  experience.  Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  Scotland  has  not  been 
impoverished  by  the  growing  liberality  of  her  people  towards  Christian  objects. 
(Applause.)  The  members  of  the  Free  Church  are  contributing  upwards  of  half  a 
million  annually  to  sooh  objects ;  and,  after  an  experience  of  nearly  forty  years, 
have  had  ample  proof  that  this  giving  has  not  tended  to  poverty.  Such  an  expen- 
ditnre  is  in  fact  an  investment,  and  in  many  respects  it  is  an  investment  not  onlj 
of  the  safest  kind,  but  yields  the  richest  returns.  There  can  t>e  no  doubt  of  tlie 
general  fact,  that  the  people  who  embrace  Christianity  are  a  prosperona  people,  as 
compared  with  those  who  are  sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the  region  and  ahadoir  of 
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4«th;  and  wh^i  U  tn«  u  to  ibe  genenl  remit,  ib  trne  alto  in  indiridnal  experi- 
esec  Wbat  w«  glra  wo  hare,  and  what  wa  keep  we  lose.  I  trnst  that,  on  all  theao 
groaads,  the  Genoial  Aaaooibly  will  onooozago  tho  Sasteniation  Pund  Committeo  to 
pcoeeeato  an  oanieat  appeal  to  all  the  mombera  of  the  Pree  Chnreh  to  reeonaider 
their  zato  of  oonUibution  to  the  fand^  and,  ao  fiir  aa  poaaible  to  inereaae  it.  (Ap* 
piiaie,)  Bat  in  proaeeoting  aooh  an  appeal,  there  are  two  conaiderationa  which  it 
ia  ifliportant  to  iLoep  la  riew  if  it  ia  to  be  attended  with  snceeaa.  The  first  of  these 
if,  Utti  tken  moat  bo  no  aoeh  nxgency  aa  to  induce  people  to  give  an  willingly. 
Wbat  ia  done  mnat  be  in  tho  way  of  enlightening  the  ui^dentanding  and  qnickening 
the  eonaeieaoOv  ao  aa  to  elieit  a  willing  reaponae.  If  this  ia  not  accompliahed, 
D^&hiagia  gaiiied.  Contribntions  giren  relnetaiitly  will  soon  oeaae,  and  tho  giring 
«f  then  teada  to  promote  aUeaati<Mi  from  the  Free  Chnreh,  and  an  nnprofitable  use 
cf  its  erdinaneea.  There  moat  bo  no  donning.  The  offeiinga  that  are  obtained 
mui  be  IroewiU  offeringa.  In  meohanieal  dynamics,  there  is  no  diffsrenee  in  effect 
vkelher  the  force  is  applied  in  the  way  of  drawing  or  of  driring.  •  But  in  moral 
djnuBlcB  the  difference  ia  inealcolable.  (Applaose.)  Here,  driring  is  either  wholly 
iiwperatlT%  or  it  prodacaa  a  movement  in  the  contrary  direction ;  bnt  people  may 
be  diawn  to  the  accomplishment  of  mighty  reanlts.  When  you  have  sncceeded  In 
eniiitlng  on  yonr  side  the  heart  and  the  mind,  the  consolence  and  the  affiBCtions, 
jeor  saeeeaa  ia  eertalo.  It  ia  not  the  word  of  command  that  proTaUa,  bnt  the  Toiee 
e/posaaaioa. 

Bat  I  b|»lieTe  it  ia  of  atiU  groaitr  Importanee,  in  endeaTOoring  to  raise  the 
iuailaxd  of  eontribntion,  that  people  should  be  pennaded  to  adopt  a  right  method 
ef  fifieg.  It  le  extremely  desirable  that^  when  adrocaUog  an  increased  rate  of 
pring,  wo  aboold,  at  the  aame  time*  adroeate  and  explain  the  aystem  of  giring 
which  the  Scripture  indicartes.  No  very  definite  rule  haa  been  prescribed  to  us 
Bodtf  the  goapel  dispensation  aa  to  the  measore  of  our  giring.  We  are  under  obii* 
piucn  to  give  *'  aa  the  Lord  baa  prospered  us ; "  but  the  proportion  of  our  worldly 
tcbotsnee  that  ia  to  bo  eonaecrated  to  olyecta  of  Chriatiaa  benefioeneo  is  nol 
4e&Bed;  and  neither  ia  the  proportion  defined  in  which  wlut  ia  so  eonaeerated 
E^iU  be  allocated  among  the  Tariona  otjoeta  which  claim  our  aid.  Each  ladiTidual 
Buit  detcimine  these  for  himaelf,  under  a  sense  of  responsibiUty  to  Qod,  and  in  tho 
rtmeafafance  of  the  graee  of  the  Lord  Jeaoa  Chriat.  But  the  maintenance  of  gospel 
•rdinaaoea  among  ourselToa  appeua  to  have  a  primary  claim,  not  only  becauae 
we  hawe  the  if^innction"-*"  Let  him  ^at  ia  taught  in  the  Word  communicate  to 
bin  that  teaebeth  in  all  good  things,"  but  also  becaase,  if  the  Choreh  is  not  yigor^ 
only  maintained  at  home,  it  cannot  become  an  efficient  inatmment  for  good  in  the 
w&r)d.    If  the  Church  languishes^  the  aouroea  of  Ciuristian  beneficence  are  dried  up. 

Whiles  howcrer,  we  hare  no  apeoific  law  aa  to  the  measore  of  giving,  aa  the  Old 

TettameBUt  Chnreh  had,  we  m^r  aafely  infer  that  it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  was 

preacnbed  to  the  Jew«  both  because  the  Lord  haa  more  fully  manifested  to  us  His 

ence  and  tmth,  and  becauao  the  Christian  Church  ia  under  obligationa  for  the 

difssion  of  t4ie  goepel  wldch  were  net  imposed  upon  the  Jewish  Chnreh.    Bat  as  to 

the  metliod  of  giwiag  wo  have  a  aufficiently  definite  rule,  the  adoption  of  which  is,  I 

beUef«»  of  iacaleolable  importanoe  if  we  are  to  altain  to  anything  like  an  adequate 

auasaxtt  of  giwing.    It  ia  una,  indeed,  that  tlie  direotion  was  giren  in  reference  to 

«ae  psrtleolar  contribotion,  and  to  one  particular  Church,  bnt  it  manifestly  applies 

to  lU  Chnrehea»  and  to  all  objeota  of  Chriatian  benefioeneo — "  Upon  the  firat  day  of 

the  week  let  erery  one  of  yon  lay  by  him  in  store,  aa  the  Lord  hath  proapered  him." 

If  this  rale  waa  ojatemaUcally  and  nnivenally  aetcd  upon,  it  would  soon  be  found 

thu  ibmdant  meana  were  pro?ided  for  carrying  forward  all  the  Cbnreh'a  work. 

Aad  not  only  would  the  giwinga  be  ikr  more  abundant,  bnt  they  would  be  bestowed 

wuh  an  eaae,  and  alaerity,  and  wtilingneaa  otherwiae  unattainable.    I  am  unable, 

iadeod^  to  aee  how,  unlesa  by  the  adoption  of  some  aoeh  method,  it  is  possible  to 

folil  the  ij^jonetioa  to  iMMioor  the  Lord  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  our  increase.  Wo 

ftay,  withoot  adopting  it,  be  able  and  willing  to  gi? e  aeme  portion  of  our  sobstance 

fcr  potpoaee  of  Chnatiaa  beaefieenee,  but  ear  givlngs  oannot  be  first  fruits.    They 

nofit  rather  be  the  remainder  after  we  hawe  spent  most  of  our  substance  on  other 

(hinga    It  la  only  by  storing  that  the  first  firaita  can  be  consecrated  to  benewo^ent 

parpeasa.    And  there  are  singular  odrantagee  in  following  the  method  prescribed 

to  the  Corinthian  Chnreh.    The  setting  apart  a  portion  of  our  snbstanee  from  week 
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to  wetk  baa  th«  advaaUge  of  periodical  eontribniiona  at  abort  Intarrals,  vbieh,  in 
tho  caae  of  moat  people,  ia  more  eaally  done  tban  wben  a  lafige  aom  ia  dedacted  it 
once  from  their  income.  And  thia  mathod  if,  beaidea,  more  prodaetiTo,  aa  baa 
been  foaad  in  the  hiatory  of  the  SaatenUtioii  Fand.  A  montbl j  eontribalion  yields 
a  larger  revenne  tban  an  annual  or  half-yearly  aobieription,  and  a  weekly  atoring 
would  be  more  productive  atill.  Moreorer,  the  weekly  letting  apart  a  portion  of 
oar  income  for  sacred  and  benerolent  purpoaea  ia  fitted  to  briog  np  rery  fireqnently 
the  queaiion,  whether  we  are  giving  as  the  Lord  baa  prospered  nal  What  wo  thas 
store  ia  not  a  atereotyped  aopi.  From  week  to  week  we  are  called  to  conaider  vhst 
wa  ooght  to  add  to  the  Lord's  treasury,  and  thia  eonaideratlon  will  lead  to  enlarged 
liberality.  And  especially  this  will  be  the  result  If  we  fblly  adopt  the  method  com- 
mended to  the  CorinthiaDs;  if  we  lay  by  in  atore  on  the  first  day  Of  the  week;  if 
we  make  Sabbath  work  of  it ;  if  it  ia  a  sacred  religiooa  aerrice — an  act  of  worship. 
What  ia  thua  set  apart  for  God  will  be  aet  apart  aa  in  God's  presence,  and  with 
calling  upon  Hia  name.  It  will  be  set  apart,  moreorer,  at  a  time  when  all  the 
hallowed  memoriea  aaaociated  with  the  Lord'a  day  are  fresh  npon  na,  and  wben  we 
are  moat  prepared  to  feel  our  indebtedness  to  Uim  who  waa  dellFered  for  oar 
ofiences,  and  has  been  raiaed  again  for  our  jualificatlon, 

I  have  atated  that,  aa  compared  with  laat  year,  the  decreaae  in  the  fond  is  not 
quite  so  great  aa  waa  apprehended.  Tliia  ia  ao  finr  gratifying,-  and  it  ia  atUl  mere 
aatiafactory  to  find  that  aueb  a  small  proportion  of  the  decreaae  la  due  to  the  fiUliog 
off  in  the  oontributiona  of  congregations.  Laat  year  the  reyenoo  from  eongregations 
waa  £162,487, 6t,  dd.  This  year  it  ia  4161,968,  lis.  lOd.,  showing  a  deoresae  of 
only  £47 Z,  lie.  5d.  (Applaaae.)  But  tho  decreaae  in  donatlona  and  legadea  is 
much  more  aerioas.  The  rcTenne  from  theae  aoaioca  laat  year  waa  £13,652,  lit. 
2d.  Thia  year  it  ia  £9765, 18s.  lid.,  showing  a  decreaae  of  £9796, 1 0s.  Sd.  The 
total  decreaae  on  both  branehea  of  reTonne  ia  £4270,  9s«  84.  This,  of  eeorae,  does 
not  affect  the  equal  dividend  of  £160;  but  it  impltea  a  oonalderable  diminotton  of 
the  income  of  miniatera  participating  in  the  ttnrplna  Fund.  Thhi  diminution,  indeed, 
ia  not  BO  great  aa  at  one  time  I  apprehended,  thanka  to  the  liberal  dooatlona  of  some 
members^  and  to  the  extra  offort  o(  rery  many  eongregationa.  But  for  theae,  I  bare 
no  doubt  that  inatead  ol  £200  aa  in  1678,  mhiiateni  raoelvlng  tho  larger  aorplos 
would  at  thia  term  have  reeeired  only  £174,  or  £26  leaa.  Aa  tbo  fond  alanda,  it  is 
a  relief  to  me  to  be  able  to  ataie  that  thia  elaaa  of  miniatera  will  reeeiv«  £182.  The 
larger  anrplna,  in  other  words,  ia  £22,  and  the  aaaalier  awrploa  £11.  The  number 
of  miniatera  participating  in  the  laiger  anrplua  thia  year  is  689,  and  tho  number 
participating  in  the  amaller  surplus  ia  126-^total,  768.  Laat  year  tho  numbers 
respectiTcIy  were  638  and  182— total,  770.  It  is  aa  remarkablo  aa  It  ia  eneouragiag 
to  be  able  to  atate  that,  during  a  year  of  anch  exceptional  dapreaaton,  tho  income  of 
the  Free  Gharch  from  all  aouicea  ia  greatly  in  exoeea  of  what  it  haa  boon  daring  aay 
preriona  year.  It  amounU  to  £591,478, 17s.  84  Laat  year  it  waa  £551,125,  28. 
7d — increaae,  £40,358, 15s.  Id.    (Loud  spplause.) 

Mr.  C.  G..H'CRl£,  Ayr,  moved  tho  deitrcnmce  of  tho  AaaemUy  on  tlio  report 
to  the  f oUewing  effect : — '*  Tiiat  the  Aaaembly  approve  of  the  loport,  reoonl  their 
thanka  to  the  eommittee,  and  eapociaily  to  ita  joint  oanvanera ;  deolnra  »  dividend 
to  all  ministers  on  the  pUtform  of  the  equal  dividend,  and  entitled  to  a  foil  dividend 
of  the  sum  of  £160  for  the  past  year.  Further^  in  aeoordance  with  the  iMolatlon  in 
reference  to  the  Suatentation  Fund  adopted  by  the  Asaembly  of  1867,  tho  Asaembly 
declare  an  additional  dividend  of  £22,  to  bo  payable  to  all  miniatera  on  the  plat- 
form  of  tho  equal  dividend  whoaa  congregations,  beaidea  having  eonliibntod<  £60  or 
upwarda,  have  contributed  at  the  rate  of  10a.  and  npwarda  per  oomflaunieant^  and 
declare  alao  an  additional  dividend  of  £11  to  be  paid  to  all  miniatera  on  the  plat- 
form of  tho  equal  dividend  whoao  eongregationa  have  oontrtbuted  £80  «r  upwarde, 
and  at  the  rate  of  7s.  6d.,  but  under  lOa.,  per  communicant  during  tho  paat  year,  to 
the  fund.  The  Aasembly  are  pleased  to  learn  that  tho  coasmittae  prapoae  making 
arrangementa  for  the  viaitation  of  eongregationa  with  the  view  of  atimulmting  tho 
Church  to  an  increaae  in  tho  rate  of  oonfcributioaa  to  tho  Suatentation  Fund,  and 
hope  their  efforta  in  thia  direction  will  be  crowned  with  aneoeaa."  (Applanae.)  In 
submitting  thia  motion,  Mr.  M*Crie  aaid  it  woold,  no  doubt,  be  an  uttap«ttk«b]e 
aatiafaetion  to  Dr.  Wilaonwere  all  the  membera  of  their  Church,  all  the  contributoTa 
to  the  Suatoatation  Fuad^  to  follow  in  the  footateps  of  the  patriarch  Jacob,  and 
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Mpedallj  bit  /MUUps  when  deelitfing  ia  his  Bethel  rov,  "  Of  all  Thon  shalt  glre 
■«,  1  will  pn  onto  Thco  »  tenth."  If  they  acted  npon  that  principle,  he  sappoaed 
tkit  vmU  be  a  laige  inereaae  for  the  Soakentation  Fond.  Along  with  other  minia* 
tea  1m  ligiettcd  then  ahcold  be  a  deereaae,  hot  he  wonld  like  the  laymen  to 
obaene  the  ground  on  which  that  regret  waa  baaed.  They  did  not  regret  the 
decnaae  beeauae  of  the  peenniary  loat  entailed  upon  them.  There  were  miniatera 
vkoie  iaceae  waa  cxelnairely,  if  not  entirely,  dependent  npon  the  eqaal  dividend, 
Ueir  ooagngationa  not  being  able  to  aopply  any  aurploa.  They  did  aympathiae 
vaK  then  h&  the  fiMt  that  th«y  were  called  npon  to  aobmit  to  peconiary  loaa,  bat 
Ik  rentared  to  aay  thoae  coontry  brethren  in  auch  congregationa  united  with  thoae 
cf  tikB  who  were  in  more  proeperona  oiieemataneea,  in  feeling  that  they  did  not 
defin  to  be  regarded  in  any  light  aa  martyrs  in  loaing,  say  £10,  when  lajmen  were 
l^iisg  tbeir  hundreda  and  a^ing  nothing  on  the  matter,  bearing  it  with  the  grace 
GtdUdfiTcnthen.  Aa  to  the  piopoaal  regarding  Tiaitation  of  Preabyteriea  and 
e«Bsnpti«i%  he  eonld  aaaare  deputiee  they  w<Hild  receive  a  hearty  welcome^  and 
li^tir  eilarta  aeeonded  t^  £9rward  the  movement  to  a  snceea^al  iadue.    (Applaoae.) 

CHAL1CKE8*  CtSTK^AVt  AKO  THS  StJErrSNTATIOK  FTTKD. 

Mr.  BENJAUIN  BELL  (elder),  Edinbargb,  seconded  Mr.  H'Cde'a  motion,  and 
vu  tJkn  allowed  to  bring  up  an  overture  passed  at  his  instance  by  the  Presbytery 
&.'  £iiiataigh  anent  the  Chalmers'  Centenary  aa  recently  celebrated.  The  overture 
VM  M  follewa : — **  Whereaa  the  recent  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Ckalaen  coold  hardly  fail  to  awaken  a  freah  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  history 
ift4  diitactive  prinelplea  of  the  Free  Church,  with  which  hia  name  is  so  completely 
tiestilie^;  whereaa,  it  ia  moat  important  that  this  revived  interest,  and  this  desire  to 
LoAosr  his  great  name,  ahould  be  turned  without  delay  to  acme  practical  and  bene- 
Ceiilaeeonat;  and  whereaa  the  fond  for  the  sustentation  of  the  ministry — so  vitally 
mdaentoos  to  onr  own  Church  and  already  imitated  by  other  unendowed  Churches 
—vat  tbe  original  eonoeption  of  that  illuatrioos  man :  it  is  humbly  overtnred  by 
^U  Pregiiyteiy  of  Edinburgh  to  the  Venerable  the  General  Assembly  that  they  take 
i^  preaisea  Into  their  earnest  conaideratlon,  and  recommend  such  measurea  as 
ottj  leafli  le  them  expedient  for  bringing  about  a  notable  and  permanent  increase 
of  the  SasteatatloB  Fond,  and,  at  the  aame  time,  for  imparting  a  new  stimulus  and 
UBftlse  to  the  canae  of  raiaatoiia  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  fulfilment,  as  far  aa 
pMiible,  of  Dr.  Chalmera'  life-long  hopes  and  aapirations."  Addressing  the  House 
iaitppoit  of  the  overture,  Kr.  Bell,  after  remarking  that  the  Sustentation  Fond 
Itiksfl  Boie  laifpely  than  tmj  ether  aubject  in  the  mind  of  Chalmers  when  nearing 
kii  ]aUer  ciid»  aobsoiited  Uiere  wonld  be  no  better  mode  of  ezpresaing  their  admira- 
^'«  •(  that  great  man  than  juat  now -to  try  to  enter  into  the  enthnaiaam  by  which 
ie  VIS  aaimated  ai  that  time,  and  if  poaaible  to  forward  the  deaire  of  Dr.  Wilson  ; 
CM  to  go  on  year  after  year  urging  in  a  quiet  way  the  importance  of  thia  fund,  but 
'^  all  ipOB  tlM  Chiurch  aa  one  man  to  look  at  the  occasioD,  and  to  endeavour  not 
■cKly  for  the  adhraacement  of  their  Church,  and  lor  the  proper  anstentation  of  their 
i^ittrttti^  but  aa  n  splendid  and  aaitable  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  great  man 
*^  BNmeiy  they  had  all  so  recently  commemorated,  to  promote  the  enlargement 
o«  ibe  SesteataUea  Fund*  It  waa  a  marvellous  thing  to  his  mind  that  the  Sustenta- 
tion Foad  waa  aa  well  sapported  as  it  was,  but  what  he  would  deaire,  and  what  they 
*^  Bstt  dcaife,  was  that  the  aame  feelings  which  animated  this  Church  at  the  time 
*f  ti«  Disinptloa  ahoeld  again  he  awakened  in  the  hearta  of  the  people.  They  could 
coieeneeal  this  laet>  that  there  waa  a  coldneaa  in  the  minds  of  many  of  their  minia- 
toi  in  Rgard  to  ^ia  fund.  They  felt  they  were  intereated  men,  and  perhapa  that 
i^  vers  eemlsig  down  from  their  high  poaitlon  aa  spiritual  advisers  of  the  flock  in 
didliftg  loemnek  on  thia  snl^eet.  *  He  thought  they  were  wrong;  and  if  they  were 
10  (ike  the  pains  to  animate  their  deacons  and  office-bearers  in  seeking  to  increase 
^  &ad,  he  was  anre  they  wonld  have  adknirable  resolta.     (Applause.) 

Hr.  Bell  took  eecaaion  to  adduce  the  example  of  the  late  Dr.  Candllsh,  whose 
^^^ngatien  had  done  ita  duty  ao  well  to  the  fund  for  so  many  years.  That  dis. 
^^i««<bid  miniater  during  thirty  yean  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Deacons' 
Cssrt  BBonth  by  month  with  unfailing  regularity.  Whenever  he  detected  the  least 
ijnptoa  of  neglect  or  remisanesa,  he  waa  down  at  once  upon  the  delinquent,  and 
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made  rare  thai  the  error  would  not  be  repeated.  If  the  same  attention  to  the 
machinery  were  paid  by  all  our  miniateia  throughout  the  country ^and  why  ahonld  it 
not  be1*-a  sure  and  speedy  enlargement  would  be  noticed  in  the  Sostentatlon  Fond. 

Mr.  BAIN,  Gonpar-Angni,  aaid  that  the  Ohnreh  would  have  no  eanae  ta  Rgret 
the  diminution  in  the  Amd  during  this  year  of  depresrion  of  trade  when  It  led  to  the 
proposal  which  the  secretary  and  £he  Sustentatlon  Fund  Committee  had  made  of  liBit- 
ing  the  oougregations  for  the  object  in  view.  The  report  Just  read  by  the  eeerelaiy 
appeared  so  admirably  fitted  to  accomplish  the  end  proposed,  that  he  suggested  that 
as  soon  as  possible  it  should  be  printed  and  eirofdated  Uiroo^  all  the  congregations. 
He  seconded  Mr.  M'Orie's  motion. 

The  Earl  of  KINTORE  seconded  this  Suggestion. 

Mr.  M'Orie's  motion  was  adopted. 

Dr.  WILSON  intimated  that  he  would  have  pleasure  in  complying  with  the 
request  that  his  address  should  be  printed,  and  added  that  the  eommlttee,  he  had 
no  doubt,  would  prepare  a  statement  explaining  what  tiie  Sustentatlott  Fimd  really 
was,  and  in  what  manner  it  fell  to  be  applied  for  distribntien. 

XHI  SHSTLAVD  OONGniaATXOlfa. 

Dr.  WILSON  gave  in  the  report  of  the  Sostentation  Fund  Committee  with 
regard  to  the  relailons  of  ministers  in  the  Frc&bytery  of  Shetland  to  the  Sostentation 
Fund.  The  committee  reported  that  there  were  formerly  four  ministers  in  Shetland 
recelTing  equal  dlyidend,  two  of  these  ministerB  being  the  Ingrams,  father  and  sou, 
joint  ministers  of  the  one  congregation  at  Unst^  Dr.  Ingram  hsid  died,  and  the 
proposal  of  the  committee  was  that,  as  there  are*  two  coogregations  at  Unat>  six 
miles  apart^  and  each  of  them  larger  than  any  other  congregation  in  Shetland,  each 
of  them  should  be  erected  into  a  separate  charge.  This  would  make  the  charges  in 
the  Presbytery  ten.  Farther,  there  should  be  four  instead  of  three  equal  dividend 
charges,  the  dividends  being  allocated  as  arranged  in  1874 — namely,  that  when  any 
minister  recciying  the  equal  diyidend-dies,  or  is  translated,  or  his  charge  becomes 
vacant  otherwise,  the  equal  dlyidend  previously  payable  to  him  shall  go  to  the  then 
senior  minister  in  Shetland  not  recciTing  the  equal  dividend^  except  In  the  caae  of 
Lerwick,  which  shall  be  permanently  an  equal  dividend  charge. 

AN  XZTLANATION  BT  DB.  BKGO. 

Dr.  BEQG  referred  to  the  question  raised  at  an  earlier  part  of  the  sedemnt,  and 
during  his  absenoe,  as  to  the  distribution  of  Assembly  papers  on  Thursday  Uut^  and 
to  the  statement  that  he  had  arrested  the  progress  of  that  distributioii.  He 
admitted  the  chaise,  viz.,  that  he  did  what  he  could  to  arrest  the  progreu  of  the 
distribution  of  papers  at  that  time,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  most  iiregnlar  pro- 
ceeding to  distribute  papers  before  the  eommlttees  appointed  to  examine  all  papers 
before  they  were  admitted  into  the  House  had  met  It  seemed  to  him  utterly 
unnecessary  to  have  such  committees  at  all,  if  papexv  were  to  be  dhstelbuted  before 
the  committees  met. 

PLATFOBM  OF  EQUAL  DIVIDEND. 

Mr.  D.  D.  BANNERMAN,  Perth,  gave  In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
B^aal  Dividend  Platform.  In  the  report  the  following  eases,  which  werequalified 
in  respect  of  the  sum  premised  at  ssnetlon  having  been  contribnted,  and  the 
priority  of  dates  of  the  induction  or  ordination  of  the  first  mlnistexs,  were  recom- 
mended for  admission  to  the  platform  of  equal  dividend : — Culross — Sanctioned  in 
1867.  First  minister  ordained  April  1871.  Altnaharra — ^Ssaotioned  in  1869. 
First  minister  ordained  September  1871.  lionlfieth,  South — Sanctioned  In  1871. 
First  minister  ordained  September  1871.  South  Kingarth — Sanetioned  In  1868. 
First  minister  ordained  November  1871.  Crofthead— Sanctioned  in  1871.  First 
minister  ordained  January  1872.  QIasgow,  Sighthili— Sanctioned  in  1871.  First 
minister  ordained  February  1872, 

The  report  was  approved. 
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IBB  BOCBrr  won  pBOPAGAToro  oaBnnAir  kkowledge  ik  thb 

mOBIiAlTDS  AKB  CSLARDS. 

Tte  AMemblj  then  called  for  ike  orertorea  Aneni  the  Society  for  Froptsating 
Ckiiitiia  knowledge.  There  were  fortj>two  oyertures  Beat  in  oa  the  inbjeci  of 
tUs  Socftelj.  Tbcj  were  from  the  Sjn^  of  Aberdeen,  Aigyle,  Glenelg,  Ixithiaa 
ind  Tvtiddnlc^  Perth  and  Stirling,  Boss,  and  a  laige  number  of  Fresbjterief.  The 
erertne  fcom  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  which  wis  the  first  in  order,  was  as  follows : 
^*  Whereaa  the  funds  of  the  Sooieiy  in  SeotUnd  for  Propagating  Chriaiisn  Know- 
fedfe  now  smonnt  to  over  £200,000,  and  yield  an  annual  rcTonoe  of  oter  £6000 ; 
whereas  the  Society  was  institnted  for  tiie  purpose  of  advaneiog  the  zeligiona  and 
^aestfonal  interests  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Sootland;  whereas  it  was 
dcclsnd  for  tke  fint  tine  in  181^,  by  a  deeisi<»i  of  the  minority  of  the  Ooart  of 
Sesiion,  that  the  Society  is  bound  to  employ  no  sgents  but  persons  oonnected  with 
the  EsUMished  Choreh ;  whereas  by  the  restricUon  thus  imposed  large  portions  of 
the  Highlanda  and  Island  have  been  TirtnaUy  deprired  of  the  benefit  of  the  Sooiely, 
vkich  they  fbnnerly  enjoyed,  and  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled ;  whereas  it  was 
uaaimoasly  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Endowed  Sohools  and 
Hoepitsls  that  thin  restriction  should  be  at  once  remered;  whereas  it  is  acknow> 
led^  by  the  direetors  of  the  Society  that,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  the 
BsJonsl  system  of  education,  the  funds  formerly  devoted  by  them  to  the  support 
of's^ooh  are  in  great  degree  no  longer  required  for  that  purpose;  and  whereas  it 
ia  alao  acknowledged  by  the  directors  that  they  hare  had  in  contemplation  to 
derole  these  funds  to  other  ends  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Highlands  and 
lilaods  of  Sootland ;  it  is  humbly  orertured  by  the  Free  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  unto 
the  VacxaUe  the  General  Aaaembly,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises 
iato  consideration,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  in  connection  therewith  as  in  their 
viadm  may  seem  best" 

Mr.  J.  C.  KACPHAIL,  Bdinburgh,  in  accordance  with  notice  glren,  moved — 
''l%e  Assembly,  considering  that  not  fewer  than  42  •oyertares  hate  been  trans* 
Bitted  by  Tarious  Synods  and  Presbyteries  regarding  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 
Pnp^aiing  Christian  Knowledge,  and  with  apeclal  reference  to  the  restriction 
iaposed  upon  tlut  Society  in  1846,  by  a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Session  forbidding 
it  to  employ  any  teachers,  catechists,  missionaries,  or  other  agents  in  Scotland, 
except  only  persons  connected  with  the  Established  Church,  resolve  to  petition 
Parliameat  to  remove  the  said  restriction,  as  was  unanimously  recommended  in 
1S75  by  U&e  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  and  to  make  the  management  of  the 
Sode^  aa  open  as  was  contemplated  by  its  founders.  The  Assembly  forther  resolve 
te  appoint  a  committse,  with  powers  to  take  such  steps  ss  they  may  deem  expedient 
fer  the  attainment  of  those  ends."  At  the  outset,  Mr.  Macphail  said  that  it  was  an 
inasnal  thing  to  find  so  large  a  number  of  overtures  in  regard  to  any  institution 
the  rTJatcmfin  of  which  might  have  been  unknown  to  a  great  many  persons  through- 
eat  Scotland  abont  a  year  l>efore.  He  supposed  about  this  time  last  year  eompara- 
lively  (sw  peiBons  were  much  acquainted  with  anything  eonnected  with  tiiis  Society, 
ud  many  persons  were  altogether  ignorant  of  its  existence. 

Proceeding  to  describe  the  origin,  history,  and  objects  of  the  Society,  he  said  the 
Soeiely  arose  in  oonsequenee  of  the  active  efforts  made  by  several  benevolent 
Christian  men  in  Edinburgh  in  the  beginning  of  last  century,  whose  thoughts  were 
directed  very  earnestly  to  the  condition  at  that  time  of  the  Highlands  snd  Islands 
ef  Seotlaadj  which  were  in  a  state  of  semi-barbarism,  and,  it  might  be  said,  were  not 
very  loyal  to  the  Crown.  The  Society  was  incorporated  by  Royal  letters  patent  in 
1709,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  Christian  knowledge  specially  in  those  parts  of 
the  eoutiy;  and  he  quoted  from  the  constitution  to  show  tho  liberal  basis  on 
which  it  was  founded.  The  funds  at  present,  ho  went  on  to  ssy,  amounted  to  about 
^200,000,  yielding  an  inoome  of  about  £6000  a  yesr;  and  it  was  important  to  bear 
in  a^ad  how  tJ^ose  funds  had  been  acquired.  He  received  a  letter  not  long  ago  from 
a  nest  intelligent  gentleman  in  Edinburgh  with  reference  to  a  meeting  held  in  the 
dty  a  lew  weeks  sgo  about  the  Society,  and  that  gentleman's  impression  seemed  to 
tave  been  that  these  funds  were  somehow  supplied  by  the  State.  Kow,  so  far  from 
tiiat,  the  funds  of  the  Society  were  altogether  voluntary  contributions.  The  charter 
«i  the  Societj  set  forth — "  We,  understanding  the  charitable  inclinations  of  many 
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m&d«  tut  thai  the  erm  would  &ei  be  repeated.  If  tke  ume  attCftUoB  to  the 
maohtneiy  were  peid  by  all  our  miniaten  throagbont  tbe  eouitiy — end  why  abonld  it 
net  be  i— a  rare  and  ipeedy  enlargement  wonld  be  notieed  in  the  Soatentation  Fond. 

Mr.  BAIK,  Oonpar-AngQi,  aaid  that  tlie  Glmrth  venld  hate  no  eaane  ta  regret 
the  diminetlon  in  tke  Amd  daring  tUa  year  ^  depreaakin  of  trade  when  it  lod  io  Uio 
propeeal  wbieb  the  aeeretary  and  tbe  Saatentatktt  Ynnd  Conwittee  had  andtf  of  wiaiU 
tag  the  eongregationa  for  the  olject  in  view.  The  report  jnat  read  hj  the  nati  iitary 
appeared  ao  aUmirably  fitted  to  aceonpliah  the  end  propeaed,  that  he  aaggented  thnt 
aa  eoon  aa  peaaible  it  abonid  be  printed  and  eirenlated  throngh  all  the  eongregntiona. 
He  Mcooded  Mr.  M-erie*a  motion. 

The  £Art  of  KIKTOK£  aeeonded  thia  ivggeatien. 

Mr.  M'Crie'e  motion  waa  adopted. 

Dr.  WILSON  intimated  thai  ho  wonld  havo  pleoanw  In  oomplying  with  the 
f«<|Qeal  that  hie  addreaa  ahonid  he  printed,  and  added  that  the  com^Mee^  h«  had 
no  donbt»  woald  prepare  a  autoaeni  explaining  whnt  the  Saatentalhm  Fmd  renlly 
waa^  and  in  what  manner  tt  feU  to  he  affiled  ior  diatrihntion. 

lai  fiaiTLtTn)  nwrBiBaaTiaaa 

Pr.  TTILSOK  gare  la  tlxe  r^poxi  of  iHe  SutenUtion  fond  Committee  with 
re^^rd  ts>  ilx^  rvUuona  of  mlnUusrs  in  the  PR^jtezy  of  ShelUad  to  the  ScBtentntlon 
F«^i.  Ta«  c>>mm:ltite  r>!pcxied  that  ther«  were  fotmedj  foor  mintitr to  in  Shetland 
r^'<lTljDi^  et^tL^  diTUend*  two  of  tlie^  mlnidteri  being  the  Ingrama,  &Uier  and  aon, 
joiuLt  muLUun  of  tKe  one  congregation  ai  Uost^  &.  Ingxioa  heJ  ^Und»  nnd  tho 
^'tc^'O^  of  th<  ctiouaiuee  waa  thit»  aa  iker«  are  two  eongregationa  ai  Una^  aix 
mil  ^4  i('^;»  xud  <ac^  ^i  Hnm  Uz^^x  than  any  o(h«r  coogicgxuon  in  ShfcUnnd,  each 
of  vu«m  ft^v.>u.d  U>  crvc.tfti  tn:o  a  eeparate  ciLuge.  Thk  wcnid  make  the  dbnrgcs  in 
Oie  Vi^bbvu^  ten.  FazOkx^  there  shAoId  be  foor  iaatea«i  of  three  c^nal  dindend 
clur^<t^  ;b<  diYivIv'n^U  b^iag  aIIc<aUd  aa  azxan^c  in  1574 — aaaMlr,  ibnt  when  anj 
miu~»;<r  i«cc>ia^  tliie  e^ujl  dlTixIead  dies.,  or  ia  traaaUied,  or  hsa  chaise  heeomea 
T;fcc:ia;  oiAsfcvUc*  tli<  <i<ix&I  viiTi«i«nd  previccu&lT  pejaLLs  to  him  a2ull  go  to  the  then 
;»<}n:jr  mur.-^.^x  in  S^<LLin«I  net  ^^o^i:vi3g  the  e«(aal  diTJlcnd^  exeepi  in  th£  caae  of 
Liifoljck,  a^Lvd.  ^^oil  Im  f<rmii2taUL:Iy  an  <«i;i4l  dirjleml  rfiarse. 


Pr.  B£0O  re.ened  to  the  ({aeadgB  xaiMd  ei  an  onriMr  part  efthn 
4aztng  h2»  Aheeneew  aa  to  the  duenbation  of  ~ 

to  th<}  jUKmtnt  thee  he  hnd  aaMnaed  thw 
aftiauue«i  ;he  ehaxge^  vta^  thna  he  did  whaa  hn  eenld  a» 
ditfirthaaent  of  papom  aa  that  ttew^  en  the  frennd  ihaa  ta 
eeedxn^  to  «iidtirt'..aQe  npena  before  the  eomnuuMnapnodafe 
beroee  ih«y  were  admr«M4  inti)  the  Hiaae  haii  me«L    H 
uxaeoieear?  «>  haT9  mch  cemmtneen  aa  aii  if  pnp^awsnln  bw 

Mr.  U  D.  B^N^EaXJlX  fMh^  gmn  ha  thn 

9^;u  Ihviutmd  i^tnt:oni»    ha  ihw 
in  lee^Mt  of  the  aam  pcnminad  a 
fnor*iy  m  «iace»  of  the  mdweiiBn  or  eidtamiioa  of 
monui.'^  »r  admiiiBMen  oe  the  pintihrm  of  eqoal  drnAmil: 
^^7.     liraa  miiust«r  ordniu^  Sprti  I>7L 
y*rbc  minister  oMaunea  :$ep(amber  I>71. 
?!ia4  mmiatee  orinined  ^"i[ifBmhei.  l«7L. 
W\taf,  Tunrmir  ecdsuiMd  ^ovemher  I^TL 

QunibUd^  oc«inm«r>i  Jannai?  I>T:L    tiinaio«v  ^WMtiih— ^HriiBaBft  ha  XSth.    Fin; 
■untfccer  ozuadM4  Ifeonarr  I5r 
£h« 
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IBB  aocnrr  ixm  PBOPAOATora  cavbiux  khowledob  nr  thb 

HIOHLAIISS  AKD  1SLAR08. 

Tkt  Aiiemblj  then  called  for  the  orertnres  uieni  the  Society  for  Froptsaiing 
CkriitiiB  Koovledge.  There  were  fortjr*two  oyertures  sent  in  on  the  eni^'ect  of 
iku  Socktj.  Thej  were  from  the  Sjnodft  of  Aberdeen,  Aigyle,  Qleneig,  Jjothinn 
aad  Tvctddal%  Perth  and  Stirling,  Boea^  and  a  large  number  of  Freabjtexies.  The 
vnsian  bom  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  which  was  the  first  in  order,  was  as  follows : 
^'  Whereas  the  fonda  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian  Know- 
ledge Dov  amoimt  to  over  £200,000,  and  yield  an  annual  revenae  of  orer  £6000 ; 
1  b«reu  the  Society  waa  institvted  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  religions  and 
edBOtioDal  intereats  of  the  Highlands  and  IsUads  of  Scotland;  whereaa  it  was 
detlttcdfnr  the  fimt  lime  in  l%i6,  by  a  deciaion  of  the  minority  of  the  Ooart  of 
SesiMtt,  that  the  Society  is  bonnd  to  employ  no  agents  but  persons  oonnected  with 
the  Eitoblisbed  Chnreh ;  whereas  by  the  reatriction  thus  imposed  large  portiona  of 
ikt  Highlands  and  Island  have  been  Tirtnally  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  Socieiyi 
■hich  they  formerly  enjoyed,  and  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled ;  whereas  it  was 
BBttisouly  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Endowed  Sohools  and 
Hofj^tsls  that  this  reatrietion  should  be  at  once  removed;  whereas  it  is  acknow- 
Icdgtd  by  the  directors  of  the  Society  that,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  the 
ttUonal  ijstem  of  education,  the  funds  formerly  devoted  by  them  to  the  support 
of  BdiQob  are  in  great  degree  no  longer  required  for  that  purpose;  and  whereaa  it 
ii  aln  seknowledged  by  the  directors  that  they  have  iiad  in  contemplation  to 
derote  these  funds  to  other  ends  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Highlanda  and 
kittdf  of  Scotland ;  it  is  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  unto 
the  Vesershle  the  General  Assembly,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises 
into  eoQiideration,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  in  connection  therewith  as  in  their 
vitdom  may  seem  beat.*' 

Vr.  J.  C.  UACPHAIIj,  Edinburgh,  in  accordance  with  notice  given,  moved — 
"The  Attembly,  considering  that  not  fewer  than  42  overtures  have  been  trans- 
Bitted  by  various  Synods  and  Presbyteries  regarding  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 
Propegaibg  Christian  Knowledge,  and  with  special  reference  to  the  restriction 
ufipofod  Qpon  that  Society  in  1846,  by  a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Session  forbidding 
it  to  employ  any  teachers,  catechists,  missionaries,  or  other  agents  in  Scotland, 
exeept  only  persona  connected  with  the  Established  Church,  resolve  to  petition 
Ptfliiment  to  remove  the  said  reatriction,  as  was  unanimously  recommended  in 
ISTd  by  the  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  and  to  make  the  management  of  the 
&)€iety  as  open  aa  was  contemplated  by  ita  fonnders.  The  Assembly  farther  resolve 
tfl  afpMnt  a  committee,  with  powers  to  take  such  steps  sa  they  may  deem  expedient 
fcT  the  attainment  of  thoae  ends."  At  the  outset^  Mr.  Haephail  said  that  it  waa  an 
tsasaai  thing  to  find  ao  large  a  number  of  overtures  in  regard  to  any  institution 
the  existcaee  of  which  might  have  been  unknown  to  a  great  many  persons  through- 
Gal  Sootlaad  about  a  yeax  before.  He  supposed  about  thia  time  laat  year  compare* 
lirelj  few  peraona  were  much  acquainted  with  anything  connected  with  this  Sodety, 
ttd  xBsay  persona  were  altogether  i^orant  of  its  existence. 

Proceeding  to  dcscril)e  the  origin,  history,  and  objects  of  the  Sooiety,  he  said  the 
So6e^  arose  in  consequence  of  the  active  efforts  made  by  several  benevolent 
CftniUaa  men  in  Edinboigh  in  the  beginning  of  laat  century,  whose  thoughts  were 
<Ilnctcd  very  earnestly  to  the  condition  at  that  time  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Seotlsad,  which  were  in  a  state  of  semi-barbarism,  and,  it  might  be  said,  were  not 
^  loyal  to  the  Crown.  The  Society  waa  incorporated  by  Royal  letters  patent  in 
U'J9,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  Christian  knowledge  specially  in  those  parts  of 
^  eoaatry ;  and  he  quoted  from  the  oonstttution  to  show  the  liberal  baais  on 
«Ueh  it  was  founded*  The  funds  at  present,  he  went  on  to  ssy,  amounted  to  about 
fiOO.OOO,  yielding  an  income  of  about  £6000  a  year;  and  it  was  important  to  bear 
i&  mind  bow  t^MWO  funda  had  been  acquired.  He  received  a  letter  not  long  ago  from 
•  BMst  intelligent  gentleman  in  Edinburgh  with  reference  to  a  meeting  held  in  the 
ci>7  a  fow  weeks  ago  about  the  Society,  and  that  gentleman'a  impression  seemed  to 
^Te  been  that  these  funds  were  somehow  supplied  by  the  State.  Kow,  so  far  from 
^  the  funds  of  the  Society  were  altogether  voluntary  contributions.  The  charter 
^  the  Society  set  forth — "  We,  understanding  the  charitable  inclinations  of  many 
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of  onr  BubjeeU  for  raising  s  voiwUary  contribution  towtidfl  the  lirtlwr  promotlni^ 
ChriAtian  knowledge."  So  ihat^  he  continned,  there  was  nothing  there  bat  what  had 
proceeded  from  the  freewill  oflferiogs  of  the  people.  There  were  no  State  fanda  at 
all ;  whatever  the  Society  posaessed  waa  the  reault  of  the  Tolnntaiy  contribntiona  of 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  ik 

Now,  for  what  purpose  were  theae  fanda  gtren  I  The  general  objects  of  tho 
Society,  aa  they  themselves  described  them  again  and  again  in  their  reporia,  wero 
the  promotion  of  religion  and  literature  and  indastry  thronghout  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland  especially,  hot  not  ezclnding  some  of  the  other  remote  parta  of 
the  oonntry.  But  then,  besides  the  fands  which  were  contrlbnted  for  those  general 
objecta,  there  were  some  fiinda  given  for  apeoial  objects,  and  which  the  Society  wer« 
not  at  liberty  to  diapoae  of  as  they  chose  for  its  general  objects.  These  special 
funds  were  of  two  kinds.  Some  of  them  were  for  home  objecta,  and  the  firat  of  the 
apecial  home  donations  waa  an  endowment  for  the  ialand  of  St.  Kllda.  There  won 
also  special  fands  given  onder  a  elanse  of  the  original  charter  in  which  the  Society 
contemplated  foreign  parts,  and  the  particalar  foreign  field  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Christian  public  waa  at  that  time  directed  was  America.  He  wonld  like  to 
mention-->for  he  thongbt  it  extremely  interesting  to  know — that  the  firat  and  moat 
important  contribution  for  that  object  was  a  contribution  by  a  Dissenting  minister 
in  London,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Williams,  who  left  his  estate  of  Catwortb,  in  Hnnt* 
ingdonshire,  on  thla  condition — ''To  have  and  to  hold  aa  long  aa  the  Sooioty 
eontinnes  to  carry  on  said  attempt  for  the  conversion  of  infidel  coontries,  and  the 
members  of  said  Society  are  permitted  to  be  freely  elected."  (Applanse.)  There 
waa  alao  a  apecial  donation  of  £50  from  the  Associate  Synod  for  the  foreign  field ; 
and  two  collections  were  mads  over  the  whole  of  Scotland,  the  proceeds  of  wh^ch 
were  entrusted  to  the  Society  for  the  training  and  supporting  of  missionaries  to  the 
American  Indiana  The  funds  received  for  these  special  objecta  were  alwaya  kept 
aeparate ;  but^  with  these  exceptions,  all  their  funds  were  available  for  the  general 
objecta  of  the  Society,  which  were  especially  the  promoting  of  religion,  literatare, 
and  industry  In  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland. 

With  regard  to  the  agenta  that  were  employed  by  the  Society,  he  said  that  for 
many  years  the  Society  employed,  as  ita  only  agents  in  Scotlsnd,  Christian  teachers, 
who  conducted  such  schools  aa  the  Society  thought  to  be  deairable.  In  consequence, 
however,  of  a  large  accession  to  their  funds  about  the  year  1790,  they,  for  the  first 
time,  appointed  catechista  and  also  some  missionaries ;  and  by  meana  of  all  ita 
agenta  the  Society  did  a  great  deal  of  good  work  throughout  the  country  for  many  a 
year,  and  went  on  doing  such  work  down  to  1848.  in  that  year  the  Disruption 
took  place,  and  the  population  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  were  placed  in  a 
different  relation  to  the  Establlahed  Church  from  that  in  which  they  prevlonaly 
atood.  It  was  hoped  by  moat  of  the  directors  of  this  Society  that,  notwithstanding 
the  change  that  had  taken  place,  the  Highlands  would  still  eontinue  to  enjoy  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  but  an  action  waa  raised  at  the  instance  of  aome  of  the  members 
of  the  Established  Church  to  have  it  determined  that  the  Society  waa  to  be  per- 
manently attached  to  the  Establlahed  Church  as  regarded  all  the  agenta  it  employed. 
The  proposal  on  the  other  aide  was  this — ^that  the  people  ahould  hare  anch  teachers 
or  catechists  among  them,  supported  by  the  Society,  as  were  acceptable  to  them  aa 
religions  men,  so  that  ihe  population  adhering  to  the  Established  Chnreh  might 
have  teachers  of  their  own  Chareb,  and  the  population  adhering  to  the  Free  Chnreh 
might  have  teachers  belonging  to  the  Free  Church.  The  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Session  was  that,  according  to  the  conatltulion  of  the  Society,  aa  It  waa  read  by  a 
majority  of  the  judges,  the  Society  was  not  free,  had  not  the  liberty  to  employ  anj 
teachera  or  catechiata  or  missionartea  in  the  Highlands  and  lalands  or  elsewhere  in 
Scotland  except  only  membera  of  the  Establlahed  Church.  But  as  regarded  the  foreign 
field,  they  might  employ  persons  of  any  Protestant  denomination.  They  might  employ 
Free  Churchmen,  or  any  other  they  might  choose,  to  send  them  abroad.    (Laughter.) 

The  effect  of  this  decision  was  that  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  the  Hi^ 
lands  and  Islands  waa  separated  from  the  Society,  because  the  people  generally 
adhered  to  the  ministers  who  left  the  Established  Church.  A  very  large  proportion 
of  the  teachers  also — and  he  thought  he  might  aay,  without  much  healtation,  ihe 
best  of  the  teachers — left  the  Established  Church,  and  were  ejected  from  their 
schools.    (Applause.)    The  reaolt  of  the  daciaion  npon  the  Boelety's  fundi  waa  soon 
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qfcml^  for  ihej  begaa  npidly  io  decreaaa.  Ytry  few  appealB  had  baen  made  to 
SeoteiuBaii  ainea  ibea,  or  ai  leaat  wera  being  made  now,  for  any  addition  to  the 
igada  of  tUa  Soeiety.  A  yeiy  laige  amount  nsad  to  be  received  yearly  from  a 
Baaid  la  London  for  the  anppoit  of  the  Society,  aa  mnch  aometimea  aa  £1000  being 
rtoeiTed  in  one  year.  What  waa  the  atate  of  that  London  Board  now,  and  what  did 
they  get  from  it  f  It  waa  not  reiy  eaay  to  get  information  in  regard  to  the  Society 
a  jear  ago~(hcar,  hear) — hot  he  had  now  anoeeeded  in  gathering  together  a  good 
dttl  of  iBloinuilloii«  Well,  thia  London  Board,  ao  far  aa  he  could  find — he  coald 
iM  apeak  poaltively — ^bat,  ao  far  aa  he  oonid  find,  it  gave  in  1846,  the  year  of  the 
^edaiao,  £400 ;  in  1847,  the  year  after  the  deciaion,  it  gave  £250 ;  aa  to  1848,  he 
did  not  know  tbo  amount  of  the  anbacriptiona,  and  in  1849  a  deputation  waa  aent 
t«  London,  the  laie  Dr.  Norman  Hacleod  being  one  of  the  deputiea.  They  had  a 
great  dinner  in  London  on  that  ooeaaion,  and  the  Dake  of  Argjii  preaided.  The 
Socielj  reported  that  ''  the  dinnor  went  off  extremely  well " — (laoghter)— and  that 
the  Dako  nppenled  for  aid  to  the  Society.  Some  donationa,  Mr.  Macphail  aaid, 
were  ainannrrd  fkom  the  nobility,  but  what  the  exact  amount  of  the  donationa  of 
that  year  frona  London  waa  he  did  not  know ;  only  thia  he  knew,  that  the  London 
Board  nt  tbni  time  ecmaiated  of  a  large  number  of  peraona.  Bat  according  to  the 
repert  for  tlio  proaent  year,  1879*80,  the  London  Board  now  conaiated  of  aome  half- 
dcaendBekeneana  viee-patroneaaea,  and  acme  half-dozen  noblemen  aa  rice-prealdenta, 
and  among  the  patroneaaea  he  might  mention  the  Dacheaa  of  Norfolk,  the  Docheaa 
of  B— eleneh,  nnd  one  lady  who  died  in  1874.  (Laughter.)  Among  the  Tioe- 
pzeudcntn  he  ionnd  a  nobleman  to  whom  a  good  deal  of  attention  waa  directed  nt 
preaent — namely,  the  Marqnia  of  Bipon.  (Laughter.)  And  what  were  the  proceeda 
now  t  Well,  from  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland  the  contributlona  to  the  Society 
lor  the  laat  year  amounted  joat  aimply  to  aix  guineaa.  (Laughter.)  He  would 
Tcatora  to  any  thnt  theae  aix  guineaa  were  qualificationa  for  three  gentlemen  to  be 
admitted  aa  men^bora  into  the  Society,  two  guineaa  being  the  aum  that  noir  con- 
itituted  a  benefMtor  of  the  Society ;  and  one  muat  be  a  benefactor  to  thia  extent 
before  he  can  bo  elected  n  member.     (Laughter.) 

How,  now,  did  the  Society  and  ita  work  atand  in  regard  to  the  people  ?  In  1872, 
when  the  £doeaUon  Act  waa  paaaed,  the  Society  had  268  teachera,  and  thia  year  it 
had  only  f^5,  of  whom  87  were  malea,  and  the  reat  femalea.  In  regard  to  the  popa- 
hoien  for  whose  behoof  thia  Society  waa  apecially  inatitnted,  he  pointed  out  that 
among  Qaolic-apeaking  people  in  the  Hebridea  there  were  only  four  teachera  under 
the  floeioiy'a  firat  nnd  chief  patent.  The  Society 'a  affaire  were  brought  under  the 
aeiiee  of  the  Boyal  Commiaaionera  on  Endowed  Schools  and  Hoipitala,  and  to  them 
the  direeion  wore  obliged  to  confeaa  thnt  the  reatriction  impoaed  upon  them  in  1846 
waa  of  aneh  n  kind  thnl^  however  auxioua  they  might  be  to  gi?e  reiigioua  inatruction 
to  the  popnlntion  for  whom  thia  Society  waa  apecially  instituted,  if  in  any  school 
the  teadber  ahonld  not  happen  to  be  n  member  of  the  Eatabliahed  Church,  they  conld 
do  noihing  to  promote  reiigioua  education  in  connection  with  that  school.  This 
was  the  reatriction  he  wanted  to  iiave  remoTed ;  and  to  ahow  how  honourable  and 
tig ht4hinking  men  felt  in  regard  to  it,  he  would  quote  what  the  commissionera  aaid 
of  it : — "  It  aeoma  hardly  neeeasaiy  to  aupport  by  argument" — he  would  say  it  waa 
an  oflenoe  to  the  judgment  of  men  to  argue  the  thing — **  the  recommendation  which 
«e  hnre  to  make  tliat  thia  reatriction  ahould  be  removed — (applause) — ^at  least  so 
fir  aa  reg^uda  the  aehoola  supported,  from  the  ratea,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
direetora,  na  they  aeem  to  deaire" — he  held  they  ought  to  deaire — ''ahould  be 
equally  fn^  in  aelecting  teaehers  for  indnatrial  aehoola  and  for  occaaionai  schools. 
Both  of  tkeae,  efliciently  eonducted,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  uaeliil  in  the  district  for 
which  they  ore  intended."  (Applauae.)  Tiiat  waa  the  deliberate  judgnient  ot  the 
Boyal  Oommiaaionera  in  1875  in  regard  to  thia  reatriction. 

Now,  what  did  the  GoTomment  do  1  They  received  that  and  other  reporta,  and 
appointed  n  Boyal  Commisaion,  which  was  now  aittingy  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  managera  of  fonda  like  theae  to  adapt  them  to  the  altered  circumstanoea  of  the 
OBUBtiy.  It  waa  surely  reaaonable  to  expect  Uiat  theae  gentlemen  should  have  taken 
adfantage  of  that  Commiaaion  in  order  to  have  the  reatriction  removed,  aa  the  Royal 
Commiaaionera  had  ao  unanimonaly  recommended  in  1875.  He  did  not  think,  how- 
ever, there  waa  any  prospect  of  getting  it  removed  unless  the  compulsion  of  Parlia 
Kent  waa  brought  to  bear  upon  the  directora.    He  had  hoped  al  one  lime  that  they 
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would  hav^  taken  adrai^e  of  the  priieiit  Coittaifamioii ;  bat  Umj  had,  time  iU» 
agtiatiott  was  began,  indieated  no  intention  of  taking  steps  to  havn  this  obnoxious 
rertrietion  remored.    Indeed,  thej  iuwl  indieated  the  Torjr  oppottte. 

There  were  two  occasions  of  late  in  which  thej  had  indicated  this.  Q?lMro  had 
been  a  correspondence  between  the  direetort  of  this  fiocictjr  and  tho  ditootms  of 
another  educational  liody  which  took  an  interest  in  the  Highlands*  That  oorres- 
pondenoe  was  a  eorrespondenee  in  which  the  directors  of  tiiat  other  edvoalional 
bodjr  desired  a  eonference  with  the  directors  of  tliis  Society  about  tho  teaching  of 
the  Gaelie*Bpeaking  population  in  the  Highlands  to  read  their  mother  tengne,  so 
that  the  J  might  be  able  to  read  the  Scriptures.  The  Society  for  Propagntiag 
Ohristian  Knowl^ge  was  a  Society  that  had  the  honour  of  baring  In  its  bosl  days 
proTid^  a  translation  of  the  Scriptures  for  the  population  of  tho  Highlands,  and  the 
Society  that  ai^ed  the  conference  with  the  direeton  for  Propagating  Ohriatiitt 
Knowledge  on  that  matter  told  them  that  there  were  95  Sdiool  Boatds  In  the 
Highlands  who  made  returns  to  Gh)Tcmment  upon  this  subject,  and  who  sti^od  that 
there  were  upwards  of  200  schools  in  whieh,  in  the  opinion  of  these  School  Boards, 
the  children  ought  to  be  educated  in  their  mother  tongue,  and  that  these  fiOO  aebooU 
were  attended  by  nearly  20,000  children.  Tot,  notwitlistanding  that  represeatatloD, 
they  declined  ofen  to  confer  with  that  educational  body  upon  the  aniject  (Cries 
of  "  Shame.")  They  told  them  they  could  use  their  money  within  the  teima  of  their 
charter,  without  any  remoral  of  this  restriction,  or  any  reference  to  ii. 

But  that  was  not  all  In  consequence  of  the  agitation  got  up  within  the  last 
year  abont  this  Society  the  directors  thought  it  desirable  to  issue  a  statement^  for 
which,  he  thought,  they  were  indebted  to  tiie  wisdom  and  fortltttde  of  Dr.  Begg. 
(Applause.)  He  would  speak  cautiously,  but  he  would  like  to  speak  firmly,  nnd  he 
would  say  in  regard  to  this  statement  ^at  it  was  seriously,  though  he  would  not  say 
it  was  stodlously,  misleading.  To  Ulnstrato  what  he  meant,  ho  would  quote  one 
paasage  at  the  end  of  it.  The  last  paragraph  of  the  statement  was  in  thoao  words: 
— «  The  directors  annually  print  and  circulate  the  statement  of  their  reeeipta  and 
disbuncments,  and  earnestly  desbe  to  excite  general  interest  in  the  work  of  pnh 
pagatlng  Ohristian  knowledge,  especially  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands."  Now,  he 
would  like  to  know  what  interpretation  was  to  be  put  upon  that  Would  not  any 
oxdinary  man  suppose  those  words  to  mean  that  there  was  a  general  dreolntion  of 
an  annual  statement  in  order  to  awaken  a  general  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Sodety  ?  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  not,  howerer,  been  able  to  find  out  among  whom 
that  annual  statement  was  circulated.  He  knew  it  was  not  circulated  among  all  the 
members  of  the  Society ;  he  knew  there  were  members  of  the  Society  who  had  nerer 
got  it.  He  knew  also  it  was  not  eircQlated  among  the  public  generally.  And  he 
knew,  whatever  the  steps  taken  to  excite  a  general  interest  had  been,  that  the  ofleet 
had  been  to  bring  down  the  general  support  of  the  Christian  public  to  the  Society 
from  some  thousand  pounds  from  London  alone  in  a  single  year,  to  six  guineas  last 
year  from  the  whole  of  Christendom.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  The  statement 
then  recently  issued  was  misleading  in  what  it  said,  and  it  gave  no  indication  of 
steps  to  be  taken  to  remove  the  restriction.  On  the  contrary,  it  indicated  the  very 
opposite.  In  this  statement  of  theirs,  the  directors  referred  with  approbation  to  tlie 
decision  of  1846  by  which  the  restriction  was  imposed.  They  referred  to  it  thua^ 
"  Only  once,  in  1844,  was  an  attempt  made  to  separate  the  Society  from  the  Kn^nal 
Church,  and  it  was  defeated  by  an  appeal  to  the  courts  of  law."  That  was  all  the 
reference  they  made  to  the  restriction,  and  to  the  grievances  which  had  followed 
from  it  They  never  referred  at  all  to  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Endowed  Schools  and  Hospitals  that  the  restriction  should  be  re- 
moved, nor  even  to  the  fact  that  the  CommisBion  reported  on  the  society. 

They  had  then  apparently  no  intention  of  remedying  what  he  considered  to  be  a 
grievous  wrong  towards  the  Highland  population  of  Scotland.  He  pleaded  this 
matter  not  as  a  Free  Churchman  alone,  but  as  one  who,  in  the  providence  of  Qod, 
had  been  led  to  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  people  of  the  Highlands.  (A p. 
plause.)  He  spoke  under  the  sense  of  a  great  wrong  having  been  done  to  that 
population  by  the  way  in  which  these  funds  had  been  distributed  fbr  the  laat  thirty 
years,  and  under  a  strong  conviction  that  tiiese  directors,  Ohristiui  gentlemeo,  fae 
had  no  doubt,  evciy  one  of  them,  separately,  were  acting  collectively  in  a  way  that 
waa  nnrighteotts.    (Applause.)    They  said  they  could  adapt  tiieir  operationa  to  the 
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riagglaS  drenmUttCM  of  the  eovntiy.  How  eonid  they  tdspt  their  operatlonB  to 
tke  ehu«ed  dreoBstaaoeo  of  6t  Kilda  if  Mi  restrietton  wu  teteined  ?  The  island 
of  3c  Kilda  wta  the  iknt  place  where  they  pHmted  a  achool,  and  the  first  for  which 
thej  roeeired  aa  endowmeiit  In  1848,  when  the  missionary  Joined  the  Establisbed 
Chtreh,  the  people  of  81  Kilda  wonld  not  hare  him,  and  from  that  time  till  now  the 
fends  gireii  by  godly  men  deeply  interested  in  the  population  of  that  island  had 
been  \yfitg  mnsed  in  the  eoflfen  of  that  Society,  and  religioos  ordinances  were  being 
fBpported  among  tbem  by  the  Free  Chnreh.  How,  then,  could  the  directors  adapt 
thfir  epeimtiona  to  the  changed  circnmstances  of  St.  Kilda  if  this  restriction  be  not 
RBovwil  They  eonld  not  possibly  work  there  until  they  first  got  leave,  contrary  to 
xht  dadiieB  of  the  Govt  of  Session,  to  employ  agents  in  Scotland  who  shall  not  be 
noseeted  with  the  Bstablished  Charch.  Righteousness  demanded  that  the  directors 
^heoM  go  and  ask  such  leare.  For  these  reasons^  then,  he  submitted  that  the 
AsMmUy  akoold  petition  Parliament  to  hare  this  restriction  remoTod.  Bat  the 
Biotisntother  proposed  that  the  Assembly  should  petition  for  the  opening  «p  of 
the  naaagement  of  the  Society.  The  necessity  for  this  could  be  easily  explained^ 
Wha  the  Society  was  instituted  its  founders  contemplated  that  new  members  should 
be  desen  from  among  anch  benefactors  as  were  loyal  to  the  Crown  and  Jealous  for 
the  Chrstiaa  reformed  Protestant  religion,  but  without  regard  to  minor  difierenoes. 
And  the  dirBetora  were  chosen  by  and  from  among  those  who  were  members.  But 
ia  order  to  become  a  member  of  the  Socief7,  it  was  not  enough  for  one  to  be  a  bene* 
fiRtor  to  the  fimdB  or  a  sealous  Protestant.  It  was  neccBsary  that  he  should'  first 
be  formallj  lecommended  by  the  directors,  and  afterwards  should  be  eleeted  by 
ballot  by  ^e  existing  members.  Under  such  a  system  it  was  quite  in  the  ]^wer  of 
the  preMBt  direeton  to  keep  out  of  the  Society  any  man  whom  they  did  not  wish  to 
here  in  it»  howerer  Hberal  he  might  be  to  the  Sooioty,  howeyer  zealous  a  Protestant, 
asd  howrrer  deeply  Interested  in  the  social  and  religious  welfare  of  the  Highlands 
and  islands.  In  consequence  of  the  restriction  Imposed  in  1846,  the  directors,  who 
woe  not  members  of  the  Bstablished  Church,  at  once  resigned  their  office.  The 
eatixe  auaagement  was>  therefore,  now  in  the  hands  of  members  of  that  denomina- 
tnn,  and  it  was  their  interest  to  keep  it  so  if  they  could.  Eren  if  the  restriction 
vere  now  remoTed,  sneh  directors  could  continue  to  work  the  Society  for  sectarian 
psrposes  if  they  dbose.  They  might  still  employ  no  agents  but  members  of  the 
Ersbltshed  Gbnrch ;  Aerefore  it  was  not  enough  to  have  the  present  restriction 
remored.  It  was  absolutely  indispensable  to  lutre  the  management  also  opened  up, 
nd  made  as  wide,  as  libeiml,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  founders  of  the  Society. 
It  vn  only  Unis  that  the  Society  could  accomplish  the  great  ends  for  which  it  was 
19  richly  endowed  by  the  rolnntary  contribution  of  the  Christian  publle.  In  con- 
.'usiott,  he  appealed  to  Highland  brethren  to  promote  the  agitation  by  getting  up 
peiitiona  in  their  sereral  districts  on  the  subject,  and  forwarding  them  to  Parlik- 
nieat.  The  canse  was  so  good,  so  reasonable,  and  so  thoroughly  righteous  and  Mr, 
that  he  beHered  there  was  scarcely  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  but  would 
BIT— ^ The  thing  must  be  done;  not  to  hsTO  done  it  long  ago  is  not  cflBditable." 
Applanse.)  * 

Dc  BBQQ  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion  of  Mr.  Macphall,  to  whom 
the  Cfanrdh  and  ^e  country  were  deeply  indebted  for  briugiog  out  this  long-hidden 
treisare  tzore — (laughter)— and  demonstrating  so  clearly  the  right  which  the  High- 
linders  had  to  a  fair  share  of  it.  They  did  not  propose  that  it  be  transferred  to  the 
Free  Chorcfa ;  they  proposed  that  the  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge 
be  restored  to  its  original  atate,  and  ths(t  the  freedom  of  its  original  constitution  be 
ajaia  conceded.  It  was  quite  certain  that  it  was  the  eyangelical  party  in  the 
Ckoreh  of  Seotland  that  were  the  main  agents  in  collecting  the  moneys  and  in 
idflunisterin^  the  fund  in  former  times.  Dr.  Chalmers  deH?ered  one  of  his  moat 
f-owerfnl  sermons  in  connection  with  this  Society — although  sermons  seemed  to  be 
qi'.te  unneeessary  In  the  present  administration.  In  that  sermon  he  described  and 
c^Aiiemned  the  ancestors  of  tbe  men  who  went  to  the  Court  of  Session  and  claimed 
lie  whole  of  those  funds,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  represcntatires  of  the  men  who 
ttahily  gathered  them.  The  question  was  asked — Why  did  they  allow  the  matter 
\9  reat  on  tbe  decision  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1816]  The  truth  was  they  had  so 
msdi  to  do  with  the  ciril  courts  at  that  time,  and  so  had  been  continually  defeated 
ia  these  courts,  that  idthough  he  beliered  if  they  had  gone  to  London  upon  this 
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CAM  they  might  hate  hid  tome  b«iUr  pnwpeet  of  aaceei^  thMj  ihovghi  UbeiUi 
josi  to  let  the  matter  alone,  ai^  devoie  themeelTei  to  the  gceafc  boaiaeaa  of  boilding 
op  their  Free  Cfaorob.  Bat  they  did  not  ehango  their  view  of  what  vaa  lighfty  And 
he  ihoQght  it  was  a  very  admirable  opportnnity,  nov  after  all  that  had  com*  and 
gone,  to  claim  their  righta,  and  maintain  tiiat  ttiey  were  thoionghly  entitled  to  a 
full  share  of  these  funds,  all  the  more  beoanae  that  portion  of  the  coantrj  with 
which  this  Society  was  eonoemed,  waa  almost  nnanimonaly,  at  least  by  aa  over- 
whelming  majority,  connected  with  the  Free  Cbarcb.  Would  any  man  tell  him  thai 
any  person  whatever  in  connection  with  the  Sstabliahed  Choroiin--<a  laugh>-^was 
more  fitted  to  be  a  teaoher  of  a  (Gaelic  school  in  connection  with  this  Societj  than 
Br.  Kennedy — (hear,  hear)— or  Mr.  Aird,  or  Dr.  Maokay,  of  Inreiweca;  or  Mr. 
M'Coll,  of  Lochalsb  1  If  he  were  a  minister  of  the  Sstabliahed  Oharoh  he  would  not 
only  be  forward  to  do  this  act  of  jostice  to  the  people  of  the  Highlands,  bnl  to  4o  all 
he  could  to  get  the  people  back  to  those  churchea  whose  approachea  he  had  seen 
grown  up  with  high  grass,  showing  that  few  footsteps  ever  troubled  the  place. 
(Laughter.)  He  knew  there  were  sensible  individuala  connected  with  the  Estahliahed 
Church  who  were  perfectly  prepared  to  open  up  this  aasociation  and  reatovo  iU 
original  constitution.  He  sometimes  thought  tliat  if  they  conld  only  make  tJMse 
noble  Highlanders  Irishmen  for  six  months  they  weald  ondoubtedly  get  their  rigkta. 
I^ow,  however,  that  they  saw  ie200,000,  which  ought  to  yield  £8000  a  yeaiv  now 
that  they  saw  that  beautiful  treasure  thai  had  been  disiaterxed — (laughter)-— he 
trusted  they  would  unite  with  them  and  make  a  a trugglo  which  would  not  tcnninaie 
except  with  triumph.    (Applause.) 

The  £ARL  OF  KINTORE  said  it  was  too  late  ia  the  day  for  any  directofa  of 
any  Christian  Knowledge  Society  whaterer  to  think  that  the  knowledge  oMf  ^xia- 
iianity  should  begin,  continue,  and  end  with  the  Established  Church.  They 
respectfully  celled  on  the  directors  to  alter  their  eouno;  and  in  the  name  of  oomiaoB 
Christian  respect  to  the  Free  ChuTcb,  which  had  so  many  membera  in.  tho  High* 
lands,  they  should  have  no  hesitation  in  doing  aeu    (Hear,  hear,  and  applauae.) 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted : — 

"  That  the  Assembly,  considering  that  not  fewer  than  42  overtorea  have  been 
transmitted  by  Tarious  Synods  and  Presbyteriea  regarding  the  Society  in  Scotland 
for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge^  and  with  special  reference  to  tlio  reatrieiion 
imposed  fl^on  that  Society  in  1846  by  a  decieion  of  the  Court  of  Session  forUdding 
It  to  employ  any  teachers,  catechists^  missionaries,  or  other  agents  in  Soetland, 
except  only  persons  connected  with  tho  Established  Church,  resolva  "to  petition 
Parliament  to  remove  the  said  restriction,  as  waa  unanimously  reoommeadod  ia 
1875,  by  the  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners,  and  to  make  the  management  of  the 
Society  aa  open  as  waa  contemplated  by  ita  founders.  The  Assembly  £tfther 
resolre  to  appoint  a  committee,  with  power  to  take  such  steps  as  they  may  doom 
expedient  for  the  attainment  of  those  ends." 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  following  aa  the  Committee,  and  inatmoted  them 
to  prepare  a  petition  to  Parliament,  to  be  signed  by  the  Moderator  in  name  of  tho 
Assembly : —  • 

The  Moderator,  Dr.  Begg,  Dr.  Bainy,  Dr.  M*Lauchlan,  Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  Slnart 
Gray,  Mr.  George  Martin,  Mr.  R  Macfie,  Provost  Campbell,  Mr.  David  Madagan* 
Colonel  Young,  Mr.  Boms  (Brechin),  Dr.  Blackie  (QIaagow)»  Mr.  Brotchit,  Db 
Kennedy,  Mr.  Clark  (Aberfeldy),  Mr.  Macphail — Mr.  Macphaili  convener. 

THE  SDUOAXIOX  BCHBMS. 

Mr.  MACKENZIE,  Tolbooth,  Edinburgh,  on  behalf  of  the  Moderator,  garo  ia  the 
Beport  on  the  Education  Scheme.     (Appendix  No.  If;) 

In  submitting  the  report,  Mr.  Maekenaie  pleaded  the  daima  of  the  teaehors  who 
received  retiring  allowances,  stating  that  out  of  ^6  of  these  teachers  29  were  from 
70  to  84  years  of  sge,  and  alluded  to  the  difBculties  they  had  to  contend  with  la 
their  Normal  Schools  from  the  action  of  the  Education  Department.  He  estimated 
the  expenditure  of  the  year  at  £8650,  and  asked  of  the  Church  a  collection  of  JE6000« 
in  order  to  put  the  Education  Committee  In  a  satisfactory  position. 

Mr.  BANNEBMAN,  Perth,  moved  the  following  deliverance  of  the  House  .w. 

"  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanka  to  the  committee. 
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Mpaabit/  4d  Ihe  eooveiier.  The  An&tMj,  reoognittof  the  importance  of  main- 
Uiatng  In  foHeei  efteienqr  the  lefend  Ifonnal  SehooU  for  the  training  of  teaohen, 
ntmA  their  antlaftetion  with  the  Booeeae  that  has  attended  the  Btepa  taken  doring 
the  pi0t  year  to  prometa  their  mefnlneaay  and  mjeife  to  find  that  inch  excellent 
WidiB0i  aM  new  pMvided  for  carrying  on  the  praetieing  department  in  connection 
vith  the  BdinhaiKh  Normal  School,  and  that  the  friends  of  education  in  Aberdeen 
b«fe  aim  eteeted  ImlldUiga  in  every  way  ao  well  fitted  for  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  IlevamI  Sehoel  there* 

''The  Aeaembly  record  tbdr  hearty  i^rmpalhy  with  the  aged  and  infirm  teachera, 
vU  r^eiee  thfti  the  eemmiUee  hare  been  able  to  grant  them  daring  the  put  year 
d»  aBewaneoa  !•  which  their  long  and  faithful  aerricea  se  well  entitle  them.  The 
Amcmbty  gladly  learn  ihaA  ao  many  of  the  Btodenta  attending  their  Normal  Sehoola 
at  llinh«^  «ad  Olaagow  are  enjoying  the  benefite  of  a  Vnircreity  trainiog,  and 
;hat  not  a  lew  of  them  hare  obtained  a  high  place  in  their  Unirereity  claaeea.  The 
Aeeemhiy,  as  Ihia  la  the  year  for  making  the  biennial  eellection  for  the  Education 
Sckemo,  nrgeatly  eoaamend  it  lo  the  liberality  of  the  Church,  ao  that  sofficieat 
feade  may  be  fainiahed  to  the  committee  for  meeting  the  grante  to  aged  and  Infirm 
teaehcr%  and  for  remonng  the  debt  of  about  £2000,  which,  owing  ta  the  repeated 
weiMtiani  it  of  H.M.  Inapeeter,  waa  neeeaaarily  Inceired  in  renewing  and  repair- 
ing the  hsihiinga  of  the  practiaiBg  department  in  connection  with  the  Bdiuburgh 
Kofmal  School ;  and  alao  for  meeting  the  usual  neoesaary  expenses  of  the  Normal 
Sehodn.  The  AaaemUy  inatcoct  the  oommittee  to  watch  oyer  the  interests  of 
education  generally  throughout  the  country,  and  to  adopt  such  meaaures  for  thU 
end  ae  cireBBatancea  may  require*  Tliey  also  ioa^ruct  the  cqmmittee  to  direct  their 
sftdal  attentioii  io  the  maintenance  of  religious  instruction  as  heretofore/* 

la  aapporting  thia  delirerance,  Mr.  Bannerman  aaid  that  the  two  objects  which 
this  committee  now  represented  in  the  eyeaof  the  Church  were  the  claims  of  the 
^pi  and  infirm  teaidiera  and  the  claims  of  the  Normal  Schools. 

As  to  the  hrali^  it  waa  hardly  needful  to  say  anything.  He  would  only  add  bis 
teatimony  to  the  worth  of  thoee  men,  and  to  the  unquestionable  character  of  their 
ctaime  upon  tim  €hateli.  If  membera  wonld  but  glance  at  the  list  at  page  8  of  the 
nperi,  they  wonld  aee  at  once  the  nature  of  the  districta  to  which  those  teacherg 
liiiisBj,  and  their  agr.  The  yoongesi  of  them  la  between  fifty  and  sixty.  The 
of  ihem^-are  between  seventy  and  eighty;  and  six  of  them  are  above  eighty 
of  ageu  Tfant  waa  enough  to  aaggeat  the  character  of  their  claims.  He  had 
the  ^itil^^  of  knowing  many  of  the  igeeted  pre-Dlsruption  teachers.  He 
of-  what  their  aacrificea  for  truth  and  conscience  were ;  and  he 
alno  how  thair  weight  of  eharacter  and  moral  worth  had  been  the  streugth  and 

ef  many  n  eonntty  aeaaion  and  congregation.    In  tkott  districts  there  was  no 
hoae  olalBie,  when  explained  te  the  people,  were  more  heartily  acknow- 
l«4ged  by  the  beat  and  moat  Intelligont  members  of  the  congregatioa. 

Aa  to  tfao  othcp  and  main  department  of  the  committee's  work— the  Training 
CeUegoa  -or  Nonnnl-  Seheolo— the  Assembly  must  obeenre  with  much  satisfaction 
the  report  aa  to  the  new  buildings  at  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen,  and  as  to  the  result 
of  the  ectamination  of  stadents  both  by  the  goTcmment  inspector  and  in  religious 
kaewladge.  It  woald'be  noticed,  however,  with  regret  that«  somewhat  serious 
tfifiealij  had  arisen  between  the  committee  and  the  Education  Department  as  to 
the  nambex  of  atodenta  to  be  admitted  to  our  Normal  Schools  (Report,  p.  S).  The 
prepoeal  of  the  committee  aa  to  this  appeared  a  most  reasonable  one,  and  he  trusted 
woald  be  aoceded  to  by  the  Department. 

All  membera  of  thia  Hoose,  he  felt  assured,  were  anxious  that  the  standard  of 
edsfaiien  nboedd^  be'  malntmned  in  the  common*  schools  of  Scotland ;  that  the  re- 
UgioBs  inatraction  In  particular,  which  they  r^olced  to  know  was  se  generally  given, 
aad  waa  in  many  eaaea  ofaaeh  a  high  order,  should  be  given  faithfully  and  lovingly; 
aai  thaMhn  whale  >Bmral  and  apirltaal  atmosphere  of  the  day  schooU  should  be  a 
puaand  wholmome  and  eleratiag  one<  Y(e\\,  the  teacher  made  the  school,  There- 
Ism  ii  mm  moakimpoitiknt  tkal  the  Church  should  have  to  do  with  the  making  of 
iha(eaehei«-^4ha&  iho  fatmre  mouhUra  of  the  youth  of  Scotland  shoutd  themselvea 
be  trained  in  religiana  kneiiledge  under  men  such  as  those  whom  we  have  at  the 
h«d  ef  ooa  M#rmal  SenlmKnea  in  JSdiabnrgb  and  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  DA.TID  DICKSON  (elder)^  Edinburgh,  seconded  the  motion. 


5-1  THE  l&LDEB  FROM  CAPFRABIA,  Era 

Mr.  HENDERSON  (elder),  Aberdeen,  said  that  he  was  afraid  that  the  tenu  of 
the  motion  Babmitted  for  acceptance  by  the  Ajsemblj  would  preelnde  the  commiitee 
from  glTing  any  grant  from  the  biennial  collection  to  the  Ifew  Normal  3^1 
baildiogs  In  Aberdeen  if  any  grant  from  the  oolUction  were  asked.  He  did  aot 
know  whether  anytiiing  would  be  asked,  but  he  wished  that  the  committee  were 
open  to  grant  It  if  they  saw  fit  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FERGUSON  of  Kinmundy  said  that  thay  had  no  wish  ta  mite  aay  dii- 
cusslon  on  any  claim  the  Aberdeen  Normal  School  might  liave  on  the  EdnosUon 
Committee ;  all  they  desired  was  to  secure  that  Uio  motion  before  the  Honae  shedd 
not  be  held  to  tie  up  the  funds  that  might  ba  contributed  for  bnildinga  to  the  Edin- 
burgh school  alone.  They  made  no  claim  now,  and  ke  waa  not  .aware  that  thtj  ^ 
intended  to  make  any,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  U  they  should  at  say  , 
future  time  desire  to  make  such  a  daim,  the  committee  should  not  be  tied  op  to 
reftiBC  to  entertain  it. 

Mr.  CO  WAN  of  Troon  said  he  had  inquired,  and  could  say  that  tiiere  wu  as 
intention  in  the  terms  of  the  motion  to  make  any  anek  linitAtiaa.  , 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

can  KhDWA  none  oaivaaBU* 

Dr.  WILSON  called  attention  to  a  difBeuTty  that  had  arisen.  The  Astfembl;  ^ 
had  already  come  to  the  conclusion  that  elders  should  be  entitled  to  take  their 
seats  only  on  producing  their  certificates.  The  extraordinary  thing  had  happened 
— he  belioTed  that  it  was  unprecedented — that  the  elder  from  the 'Presbytery  of  ■ 
CaffHuia  bad  neglected  to  bring  his  certificate  with  him,  but  it  was  attested  on 
information  from  the  Foreign  Mission  Commltfee  that  they  knew  him  to  be  a  lona 
fide  and  aetUig  elder.  It  would,  he  suggested,  be  peculiarly  hard  to  shut  Mr.  Binnie 
out  in  the  circumstances.    ( "  Agreed." ) 

BABBATH  OBSEBVASOB. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Obserranee  was  submitted  hj  Hr.  Alex« 
ander  Mackenzie.     (Appendix  XXI.) 

Mr.  MACKENZIE,  in  submitting  the  report^  suggested  that  on  Monday 'a  nevi* 
paper  readers  should  be  content  with  the  issue  of  a  smaller  sheet  Uiaa  another 
days,  in  order  to  gire  our  friends  the  reporters,  to  whom  we  were  aU  so  mueh 
indebted,  the  whole  of  the  Lord's  Day  to  themselves^  He  also  r^faned  to  sad 
condemned  certain  recent  forms  of  Sabbath  desaciaUon  whioh  had  lately  been  psrs- 
graphed,  suohas  the  conducting  of  telephona  experlmenta  belweea  Bdinbnrgh  sad 
Glasgow,  and  the  meeting  of  railway  senrants  to  discuss  queations  affeatiog  their 
wagei.  Alluding  to  the  Tay  Bridge  diiaster,  Mr.  Mackenzie  said  while  they  were 
not  called  upon  to  pass  judgment  on  the  charactera  of  those  peisona  who  so  ladly 
suffered  by  that  calamity,  he  waa  sure  the  calamaty  itseU  was  ika  ^reioe  of  Qod 
speaking  to  them,  and  calling  upon  all  to  repent  lest  a  wont  fate<  oTertook  them. 

In  eonnection  with  the  rqpor^  the  Assembly  took  up  oTariaie^  fonr  in  nomber, 
anent  Sabbath  Obserranee. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  moved^"  That  the  Assembly  approre  of  the  report  ,ind 
record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  espeeisUy  to  the  convener.  The  Assembly 
renew  their  injunction  of  last  year,  that  all  the  mlniatets  of  the  Ghareh  ahall  direct 
the  special  attention  of  their  congregations  to  the  sulgeot  of  tke  scriptural  steer- 
vance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  at  one  of  the  diets  for  publio  worship  on  the  aeeend  Sab* 
bath  of  April.  The  Assembly  further  enjoin  the  Prest^teries  of  the  Church  to 
hold  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  Sabbath  Obaervanee  within  thate  faoands^  and 
to  report  the  results  of  that  conference  to  the  Conrei^er  of  the  Sabhath  ObacfTanee 
Committee. 

"  The  Assembly  also  resolTe  to  petition  both  Houaea  of  Parliament  againat  the 
opening  of  museums,  sqnarinms,  and  libraries,  on  4he  Sabbath,  wd  xemonsteatiDg 
against  the  action  of  the  late  Home  Secretary  in  remitting  the  penalty  irhioh  ksd 
been  inflicted  by  a  court  of  law  on  the  direotoia  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium. 

"  The  Assembly  instruct  the  committee  to  prepare  a  petition  to  Pariiament,  to 
be  subscribed  by  the  Moderator  in  name  of  the  Assembly,  and  to  be  diriy  tiaai- 
mitted  for  presentation  to  the  House  of  Commons." 
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Xk.  BlTfiNS,  KtrkHiUwi>  in  Moonding  the  motion,  deplored  Sabbath  railiraj 
irkTeUiag^  and  Sabbath  Tiaiting,  aa  proofs  of  how  the  ideaa  of  the  Scottiah  people  in 
reztid  to  Sabbath  aanctifleation  were  being  lowers  and  altered.  It  waa  grlerona 
to  tUik  bov  people  were  beeoming  familiariaed  with  the  practice  of  asiDg  the  rail- 
wij  on  the  liord'a  day.  More  than  that»  eren  miniatera  of  the  gospel  were  now 
■horag  the  example.  He  felt  hia  haada  were  weakened  in  preaching  on  this  aab- 
jfd,  u  be  waa  gomg  to  do  next  Lord'a  day,  when  he  waa  told  that  this  minister  and 
tbit  other  geea  to  preach  on  Sabbath  morning  by  the  railway,  and  returns  in  the 
cveaiag  the  aame  way.  How  the  old  Scottish  feeling  abont  the  Foarth  Command- 
BCAt  wu  npidly  disappearing  from  amongst  them  t 

The  motion  waa  thai  adopted. 

HABBUca  Annnn  bill. 

Thfl  Committee  on  the  Marriage  Affinity  Bill  sobmltted  their  report  (Appendix 
Xo.IXTa) 

"  Tke  Aasembly  approred  of  the  report^  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  the  com- 
niuce,  especially  to  the  eonvener.  The  General  Aaaembly,  adhering  to  former 
deliTcaaesa  on  thia  Important  anbjeeij  renew  their  pn^teat  agunst  the  altMBtions 
«a  tho  lav  of  prohibited  degreea  of  marriage  which  have  been  proposed,  aa  contraiy 
to  Iks  principle  of  the  Scziptiire  law,  and  likely  to  he  moat  pemieiona  in  their 
infiBCBfie  on  aodety.  The  Qeneral  iLaaembly,  onderstanding  that  the  Bill  for 
Irgiliiiag  marriage  with  a  deceased  wife'f  aiater  hsk  again  been  introdaced  into  the 
Hofltt  0^  Gommona,  reaoWed  to  petition  the  House  of  Commona  againat  the  BUI ; 
ioi  hariag  heard  th«  following  form  of  petition  read,  the  Aaaembly  adopted  it,  and 
asthoriaed  the  Moderator  to  aign  the  aame,  and  forward  it  lor  preaentation  to  Banean 
HUreB,Iaq.,M.P.:-- 

"'Cato  tiu  Bight  Hononrabie  the  Hooae  of  Commona  in  Parliament  aaaembled, 
the  Petition  of  the  Qeneral  Aaaembly  of  the  Pree  Church  of  Scotland,  met  in 
Edinbnigh; 

"'Sumiljf  tkeweth, — That  year  petitioners  belicTO  the  existing  law  of  thia 
oooatiy  in  regard  to  the  degreea  of  kindred  and  affinity  within  which  marriage  is 
uUvfal,  to  be  in  aeeordance  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  conducire  to  public 
Bonlity: 

"  'That  a  Bill  now  before  yoor  Honourable  Houae  proposea  to  alter  that  law,  by 
lesalising  the  mamage  of  a  man  with  the  aiater  of  liis  deceased  wife*: 

*"Tbat  thia  change  would  pennit  a  connection  which  la  condemned  by  the 
priaciple  of  the  Soiptoxml  law,  and  wonld  be  veiy  pernicious  in  its  moral  and  aocial 
tt&deacf : 

'^'fliat  it  wonld  infringe  on  the  principle  of  the  exiating  law  without  putting 
uf  other  principle  in  ita  place,  and  ao  would  inoTitably  lead  to  further  and  more 
ob|««tioaable  changea  in  the  law  of  the  prohibited  degreea : 

'"Hay  it  therefore  pleaae  your  Honourable  House  not  to  paaa  the  said. Bill.' " 

TBB  ABBBMBLT  HALL. 

The  Aaaembly  Hall  Committea  anbmitted  their  report  aa  follows  (Appendix 
UVIL),  wUeh  waa  nnanimonaly  adopted. 

"The  limited  apace  prorided  for  members  waa  referred  to  at  laat  General 
AsemUy.  In  the  part  of  the  Honao  specially  approprhUed  to  them  there  is  not 
f^xiai  for  500  when  ereiy  avaiUble  aeat  ia  occupied,  yet  the  number  returned  in 
1^79  was  786,  and  this  year  it  ia  744.  The  only  question  ia  aa  to  the  auitable 
ftmedy.  In  eonaidering  this,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  ia  deairable,  if 
pocsible^  to  have  one  aepaiated  part  of  the  Honae  aTaiUble  for  members,  while  it  ia 
itol  aeesasaiy  in  thia  pari  to  have  room  for  the  whole  number  of  members,  aa  they 
ire  never  all  preaent  at  one  time.  If  the  exiating  representation  of  Presbyteries  is 
to  remain,  probably  in  the  membera'  part  of  the  House  there  should  be  accommodsr 
ti«Q  (or  700.  The  committee  were  instructed  last  year  to  report  to  this  Assembly 
«b»talterationa  they  wonld  suggest,  or  whether  they  thought  an  enlargement  of  the 
Hill  desirable.  The  cominittee  regret  they  are  not  yet  able  to  report  upon  these 
poiati,  and  they  would  be  glad  if  the  Aaaembly  ahould  see  meet  to  renew  a  similar 
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imitnietlon  this  year.     They  an  gUd  to  report,  as  regards  foods,  thai  tbeir  debt  is 
nearly  disohaiiged,  the  bsdaaoa  doe  by  them  laai  year  of  £S29  having  been  aov 
rodooed  to  £U. 
■    The  Asieasbly  then  adjoomed  to  meet  again  in  the  eTenlog  at  7  o'oloek. 


SYENUrO  SEDBRUNT. 
The  Assembly  resumed  at  aoTeii  o'clock — Dr.  Thomas  Maifl^  Moderator* 

* 

OHAIB  OF  XVAXOBUBTIO  THBOLOOT. 

Mr.  M'MICKINO,  Helensbnigh  (elder),  gave  notloe  that,  when  the  appoiniment 
to  the  Chair  of  Evangelistio  Theology  came  up,  he  would  more  that  the  Rer.  Dr. 
Stewart,  of  Lovedale,  be  appointed  to  that  chair. 

TBI  OOLOVIAL  OOKMITTaK*S  REPOKT. 

Mr.  R.  a.  BALFOUR,  Edlnboigh,  anbrnitted  the  Report  of  the 'Colonial  Com- 
mlttee.    (Appendix  YL) 

Mr.  Balfodr,  in  laying  the  report  on  the  table,  oaid — 

Moderator,— 'In  laying  the  Report  of  the  Colonial  Committee  on  the  table  of  the 
Assembly,  lei  mo  fint  refer  to  the  state  of  oor  ftnsinces.  A  few  yean  ago  we  had  a 
large  balanee  at  oar  oredit.  Owing  partly  to  the  nomber  of  donation*  and  lieqoests, 
and  partly  to  the  diffienlty  we  fonnd  in  getting  a  solBcient  nnmbsr  of  mhiisten  to 
go  to  the  Oolonies,  we  Jiad  aeonmnlated  a  balance  of  between  three  and  foor  thoniaad 
poondOi  That  balance,  however,  has  within  the  last  few  yean  been  rapidly  diup- 
peering.  We  began  last  year  with  £1668  in  hand ;  we  ended  it  with  £679:  In 
other  words,  we  apent  during  the  year  abont  £1000  mon  than  onr  inoome  from  ail 
aounes.  We  do  not  regnt  this,  for  it  is  none  of  our  business  to  accumnlate  money, 
bni  nther  to  expend  during  the  year,  in  retponae  to  the  appeals  that  come  to  os 
from  the  Colonies,  the  funds  which  are  enLrueted  to  our  adminiatration.  AC  tiie 
same  time,  lei  it  be  remembered  that  between  the  end  of  March,  when  onr  aceoeDfi 
are  elooed,  and  the  end  of  June,  when  our  annual  eollection  is  made,  a  qnarter  of  a 
year  interreneo^  during  which  payments  are  going  on,  ao  that  onr  whole  hnlance  will 
be  apent  befora  a  penny  of  that  collection  comes  in.  We  therefore  look  fbrward 
with  some  anxiety  to  the  next  collection.  If  it  is  not  consldenbly  larger  than  osoal, 
we  ahall  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  sending  itirtr  men  to  the  Coloniea  next 
year,  or  diminishing  our  grants  in  aid  of  the  great  Home  Mission  enterprise,  in 
which  the  Colonial  Chonhea  an  engaged. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  nport  thai  we  hare  made  a  larger  number  of  appoiat 
men  to  than  nsnal  this  year.  We  hare  sent  out  25  in  all,  pntty  equally  diatritmted 
among  the  rariona  colonies ;  six  to  New  South  Wales,  frar  to  Yietoria,  five  to  ^ew 
Zsaland,  two  to  Canada,  one  to  South  Anainlia,  and  one  to  South  Africa,  besides 
a  few  appointmenta  of  a  mon  temporaiy  kind.  It  is  gratifying,  as  IndleaiiTO  of  the 
inoreaaing  intereai  thai  ia  beginning  to  be  felt  in  the  Colonies,  that  aevenl  ordained 
miniaten  Imvo  offend  thebr  services  for  thai  field.  Yet  it  la  somewhat  di«sppoiat- 
ing  to  find  that  when  a  man  of  mon  than  aterage  gMta  is  requind  for  tome  pnmi* 
neni  position  then,  a  good  deal  of  nlueianoe  is  shown  by  miniaten  of  experience 
and  aUiity  to  contemplaie  the  Idea  of  going  to  the  Coloniesi  StiH  I  betiOTO  thai 
things  an  improving  In  this  respect.  It  is  coming  to  he  felt  thai  even-  onr  ablest 
minUien  would  find  in  these  colonies  a  sphen  of  labour  wlien  they  would  be  able 
to  exoreiae  a  far  mon  powerful  influence,  and  do  a  far  greater  work,  than  In  this 
ovor-onwded  ooontry  of  oura. 

I  ngnt  to  have  to  report  that  Uie  Committee  have  felt  themsefves  eonstfafaed 
to  withdraw  from  the  island  of  Cyprus.  When  that  island  waa  brooght  under  the 
antkority  of  Qreat  Britain,  Mr.  Wisely,  oor  minister  in  Mslta,  very  promptly '  and 
jodieioualy  aont  on  kia  aaaiatant,  Mr.  Macphail,  with  two  Highland  rfgfmentd  which 
won  despatched  fnm  Malta  to  Cypns.  Mr.  Mscphail'a  labonn  wen  highly 
appreoiated  both  by  9BL9«n  and  men,  bni  after  some  time,  partly  from  (ho  nnheaithi- 
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B€tt  af  At  Uiid,  «id  partlj  firam  motirei  of  eeonomy,  these  regimentf  irere  with- 
<h»ffa.  n*  OoKfil  AtMnUj  wiU  be  of  opHrion  that  the  Committee  did  wiBol j  in 
reeilliB^  Mr.  Mtq>hmi],  instead  of  leariog  him  to  labour  among  the  ^wt  or  six 
fnAjiabmM,  who  wen  all  that  remained  in  Cjrprna.  At  the  same  Ume,  they  gare 
iq4m»  to  the  Ooremment,  who  had  reeognised  Mr.  Maephail's  poaltioo,  that  if  at 
layfttaie  time  the  nnmber  of  Presbjterian  soldiers  shonld  seem  to  them  to  reqnire 
ft,  tkj  wff«  prepared  to  appoint  another  minister  to  laboar  among  them,  reoeiring 
RBiaenUon  in  the  form  of  capitation  grants. 

The  Committee  have  had  to  sibandon  aaolhe^  isolated  station  under  still  more 
piuafal  cireomstances.  About  two  years  ago  the  Goremment  called  oor  attention 
td  Um  existenee  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  St  John's,  Antigua,  which  had  been 
ttiadisg  empty  sinee  the  death  of  its  previous  minister,  a  period  of  eleren  years, 
ncj  rHi«ired  us  either  to  re-oeenpy  the  ehirreh  or  hand  it  orer  to  them,  that  they 
night  employ  it  for  aomo  secular  purpose.  The  Committee  were  fortunate  enough 
to  tecBfe  the  serrioea  of  a  jonng  minister,  Mr.  Allan,  of  Oirtan,  who  threw  himself 
vitk  gireat  ardour  and  conslderMle  success  into  the  worlc  of  rallying  the  scattereci 
pKibjteriaBS,  and  re-uniting  them  into  a  congregation.  Unhappily,  howerer,  Mr. 
Alias,  ia  the  midst  of  his  labours,  was  carried  off  by  that  malignant  ferer  which 
•oattiBes  risits  those  Islands,  deeply  regretted  by  the  members  of  his  flock,  and 
aU  whs  Ind  como  in  contact  with  him:  The  Committee  hare  not  felt  it  to  bo  their 
dot/  te  appoint  another  in  his  place,  becauae  the  number  of  Presbyteriana  in  SL 
JMm  prepared  to  form  themseWes  into  a  eongregatton  is  smaller  than  they  had 
beta  Ifld  to  beHero.  The  Chureh  and  manse,  therefore,  will  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
cess gtrtn  te  the  Colonial  Cemmitt^,  with  the  exception  of  a  sum  of  £50,  to  be  apent 
is  tk  psrehaaa  of  a  UtCIo  plot  of  ground  in  the  Morarian  cemetery,  round  the  spot 
^f^tn  the  remahsa  of  Mr.  Allan  lie,  lAat  the  Presbyteriana  in  the  place  may  hare 
thdr  hit  resting  pineo  beaido  their  youihftil  pastor  whom  they  lored  ao  well. 

The  Cemmltiee  bare  made  an  effort  during  the  past  year  to  originate  a  oongre- 
gitna  ia  Western  Australia,  where  hitherto  tiie  Presbyterian  form  of  worship  and 
pstity  liara  been  id  together  unrepresented.  Mr.  Shesrer,  of  Gateshead,  haa  been 
•pp^ated,  and  him  salary  for  four  yean  guaranteed  by  this  Committee,  in  concert 
vith  thaOolenlal  Committee  of  tiie  EstaUiahed  Church  of  Scotland.  And,  in  con- 
Metion  wiih  thte,  let  me  aay  that  wo  Imre  been  moat  cordially  met  by  Mr.  Muir  of 
IMseay,  who  was,  witil  m  few  days  ago,  eontener  of.  that  Connnlltee.  I  trust  his 
aieeeHor  auy  bem  man  aa  eTangelicat  in  his  sympathiee^  aa  zealona  for  the  aplrttual 
*eltee  of  the  Colonies,  and  as  courteous  in  his  l>earing,  as  wo  hare  ever  found  Mr. 
Msir  to  be.  Mr.  Shearer  has  aueeeeded  in  gathering  around  him  a  number  of 
istetmled  and  attenttTW  iMarera,  and  has  proved  that  there  ia  a  real  opening  for  a 
pRslTtsriaa  ministry  in  the  Colony.  The  difficulty  with  wMA  be  has  to  contend 
ii  the  wsat  of  a  chureh,  and,  indeed,  of  a  suitable  site  on  which  to  lioHd  one.  it  is 
^vneatlj  hoped  that  the  funds  needed  for  this  purpose,  which  the  few  adherents  in 
▼csteia  Austrriia  cannot  themadrea  provide,  may  be  furnished  for  dMtn  by  some 
^  the  more  wealthy  and  populoua  eoloniea  around  them.  I  do'  truat  that  for  the 
«tdit  ef  eer  common  Preabyteriattistt,  our  brethren  of  the  Churehes  of  Yietoria, 
&Hth  AmtiaHa,  and  New  South  Wales  will  take  the  hint,  so  that  we  may  not  have 
toaWaden  this  new  iield,  in  wUcfa  we  have  ao  hopefully  broken  gieund. 

la  theislsnd  of  Madeira  Mr.  Buchanan,  late  of  Durham,  baa  done  good  aervioe 
^  the  Isst  two  years.  The  congregation  to  which  he  ministers  ia  very  smali, 
Accuse  It  is  net  now  the  ihsliion  with  our  medical  advisers  te  send  invalids  te  that 
iilttd,  the  eHmate  of  which  Mr.  Buchanan  speaks  of  as  the  finest  in  the  world. 
At  the  isme  tim^ -small  aa  the  congregation  is,  the  Commtttee  are  very  unwilling 
W  vilbdfsw  from  an  island  around  which  there  are  such  iateresting  memories  as 
^^  of  Hewitaott^  Dr.  KaHey,  and  the  work  of  grace  promoted  by  them  among  the 
l^mm  OuhoUe  natives  of  Madeira.  The  plan  which  haa  occurred  to  them  aa  the 
^t  for  meeting  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  is  to  find  a  man  who,  while  minis* 
*«lBgto  the  Scotch  eongregatlon  in  the  morning,  may  minister  4o  the  little  native 
("•rtsgoflse  eoogi^iption  in  the  evening.  Such  a  man  we  have  been  fortunate 
<>Mgh  le  find  in  Mr.  Allan,  who,  having  learned  the  Spanish  language  from  a 
Vaibh  esleny  in  Gannda  in  his  youth,  wHI  not  find  it  a  dlffici^t  matter  to  master 
^  fat^easc.  ma  he  haa  b«sn  doing  for  the  Isat  few  months  in  Lisbon,  and  we 
^  that  he  wiU  be  prepared  this  svtnmn  te  enter  on  hia  twofold  work. 
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C<kmipg  to  the  largw  PEMbyteiion  diarchies,  the  int  thii  olaiint  ous  atUoUoa 
ia  the  Preabyteriiui  Church  of  Canada,  Thai  Churchy  having  been  foramd  hj  the 
union  of  three  Chorchesy  baa  no  fewer  tlian  fire  Divinitj  Halk,  and  does  not  theie- 
/ore  make  any  Tery  urgent  demand  upon  us  for  .men.  It  aeeda  pecuniary  eifliitftnirTT, 
howoTer,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  great  Home  Mission  worlc,  especiaUjiA  the  north- 
weatem  piOTinee  of  Manitoba.  That  district^  which  haa  been  recently  opened  up 
for  settlement^  is  one  of  Tsst  extent  and  marFcUous  fertiUty,  and  in  these  4aya  the 
eyes  of  many  a  Scottish  farmer  burdened  with  a  heary  rent  are  turned  vlatfuUy 
towards  it  as  a  land  of  promise,  where,  with  a  little  enterprise  and  industry,  they 
might  soon  be  settled  in  comfort  and  independence  as  their  own  landlords.  This 
work  it  is  too  much  to  expect  the  Presbyterisa  Church  of  Oanada,  wlUi  ita  thinly- 
peopled  territory  and  its  many  weak  charges,  to  undertsl^e  alone.  We  have  there- 
fore felt  it  to  be  our  duty  and  our  privilege  to  help  them  by  a  grant  of  money,  and 
we  earnestly  trust  that  the  state  of  our  funds  may  ha  such  as  to  enable  us  te  con- 
tinue that  grant,  and,  if  possible,  to  increase  it 

KoUdng  parUcolar  requires  to  be  aaid  regarding  the  Church  of  New  Zealand. 
That  country  has,  like  our  own,  been  passing  ihSrough  a  period  of  ooaunereaal 
depression.  Already,  however,  there  are  signs  of  i^rovement»  and  with  the 
revival  of  trade  and  commerce  there  will  no  doubt  be  an  increaae  of  immigisatioDy 
and  an  inereased  demand  for  spiritual  laboorers. 

I  shall  say  nothing  this  evening  of  the  Churches  of  Australia,  beeauae,  thanks  U 
the  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  Council  to  be  held  this  autumn  i^  FUladi^phi^ 
these  Churehes  are  represented  in  unuaual  strength  on  the  floor  of.  the  Assembly. 
We  have  here  Mr.  Kish,  of  Sandhurst^  Clerk  of  the  Geneml  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian  Churchi  and  associated  with  him  Mr,  Baillie  and  Mn  Ormond,  two  esteemed 
elders  of  that  Church ;  Mr.  Kinross,  Principal  of  St^  Andrew's  College^  Sydney*  li^ew 
South  Walea;  Mr.  Henderson,  of  St.  Andrew's  Chaich,  Adelaide,  Bouth  Anatralia. 
And  if  the  winds  had  been  more  favourable  we  should  have  had  Mr.  Duff  of  Svan- 
dale,  who  has  been  appointed  to  represent  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Taninania. 

And  now.  Moderator,  to  conclude;  The  Qeneral  Assembly  having  dona  me  the 
honour  six  years  ago  of  appointing  me  to  be  convener  of  the  Colonial  Commiilee,  I 
feel  that  I  do  well  to  magnify  mine  officer  I  believe  it  is  impossible  to  exac^geiate 
the  importance  of  the  work  which  this  eommittee  has  to  do.  We  are  pnrad  of  oar 
Colonial  Bmpire.  We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  our  Queen  roles  over  a  dominiou 
over  whieh  the  aun  never  sets.  We  believe  thai  theae  colonies  have  a  great  future 
before  them — that  they  shall  one  day  be  .mighty  nations,  exerciaiag  an  influence  on 
the  destinies  of  the  nations  that  we  are  at  present  unable  to  conc^e  of.  All  the 
more  important,  all  the  more  indispensable  ia  it,  that  we  ahould  aeek  to  leawaa  them 
from  the  very  outset  with  the  principlea  of  Gospel  truths  A  splendid  opportunity 
is  given  to  omr  Church  of  contributing  her  share  in  the  work  of  moulding  these 
col<»ues  into  great  Christian  nations,  and  it  will  be  unspeakably  aad  if,  through 
indolence^  sapineness,  or  a  want  of  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  nigen<7  of  the 
case,  we  let  that  opportunity  slip  away  unimproved.  We  need  more  men  for  the 
Colonies,  and  we  muat  have  men  of  the  right  atamp.  We  nuut  send  them,  atrong 
men.  Weak  ministers,  however  well  meaning,  will  be  despised,  and  will  thua  bring 
religion  itself  into  contempt.  Above  all  we  maat  send  eameat  men,  full  of  evan- 
gdkal  fervour  and  apostolic  zeal— men  who  ace  more  intent  on  saving  soula  than  on 
obtaining  a  comfort^le  settlement  for  themselves--men  who  are  pn^Nured  to  e&dore 
hardness  an  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Chriat.  Such  ministers  wUl  be  highly  appreciated 
by  our  colonlsta,  and  cordially  welcomed.  It  may  he  uid.  by  some  that  we  cannot 
spare  such  men  as  these.  We  have  not  too  many  of  them,  and  muat  keep  them  to 
ourselves.  Moderator,  I  hope  that  we  shall  never  i|4opt  auch  a  marrow  selfish 
policy  as  this.  I  am  sure  that  if  we  do  we  shall  not  prosper.  U,  on  tlw  other 
hand,  whh  a  laige-hearted  generosity,  we  send  some  of  our  best  men  to  thevOolimial 
fieldy  we  ahall  not  fail  to  get  the  blessing  returned  to  our  own  boaoms.'  **  There  is 
that  aeattereth  and  yet  iocreaseth ;  there  ia  that  withholdeth  more  than  ia  meet,  and 
it  tendeth  to  poverty."  If  we  can  truly  adopt  the  prayer  of  the  Psalmist,  *'  GM  be 
jnereifol  unto  na  and  bleaa  us,  and  make  His  faoa.  to  idiine  upon  us,  that  Tl^  way 
•may  be  known  upon  the  earth,  nnd  Thy  aaving  health  among  all  nations^  "  then  the 
c;>ncli|ding  words  of  the  Psalm  ahall  also  be  realiaed^-'*  €fo4  alAll  bUsanSy  ami  all 
the  enda  of  the  earth  shall  fear  Him." 
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r.  Mi:  msa,  frMn  Vlotoiia»  finiaddiMMd  4he  AsttmUy  on  tht  poiiUon  of 
Ikft  Chneb  In  AMiimUAy  aad  {lartkoUrly  in  Vietoria.  Ho  said  the  oo&rener  had 
nfemd  la  (Tinada  aa  a  gieai  aad  ioTitiiig  field,  bat  Canada  exceeded  Auilralia  In 
irrtit  anlr  ^  one-Unlk  Analialia  had  a  rail  aa  fertile  aa  that  of  Canada,  and  a 
elxaala  far  mom  g«nial ;  and,  he  believed,  when  the  veeooreea  of  Anatralia  oame  to 
be  kMVBj  Uiey  wanld  eompete  with  Canada,  the  UniUd  States,  and  the  other 
eolaaiaa.  He  poiaied  ont  that  them  vera  awaiting  miniatora  and  Christian  woriEon, 
who  augki  go  there,  apherea  of  eztensiTO  nsefalness^  appieelatire  aadiences,  and  a 
lsb«r  that  wonid  not  be  without  ita  reward.  Beferrlng  to  what  waa  propoaed  in 
siganl  I*  W ealam  Anatralia,  he  aaid  that  to  send  ont  one  Mpreseatativo  would  be  of 
ne  analL  Weatem  AuatiaUa  waa  the  largest  of  the  Aastraliaa,  and  waa  nine  timea 
as  laitn  na  the  Uwtad  Kingdom,. aad  what  eould  one  man  do  with  aueh  a  vaat 
istnlseyl  Thn  ooleniata  4here  aosi  probably  had  not  aupportsd  Hr.  Shearer, 
hseanaa  tkej  hnd  aeen  thaloao  men  eemid  not  orertake  their  neeeasikies.  With  all 
Infenaiea^  ihexefore,  he  would  suggest  that  the  work  shoald  be  eomaAiUed  to  the 
Chanhes  in  Yietooa  .and  South  AnstraUa.  The  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Free 
of  Scotland  and  the  committee  of  the  £stabliahed  Chuieh  of  SeoUand  had 
ilaed  betmaen  them  £400  for  fire  yeata.  Let  them  give  that  aum  to  the 
l&a  xwfmaantad,  and  he  belioTed  that  the  work  would  be  far  better 
nndev  their  eontrol  than  under  the  eemm&tteea  of  the  home  Churchea. 
HaWHafud  thin,  would  be  the  moat  ecanemio'and  the  most  eiSMtiTe  mode  of  meet> 
ing  the  dilBcaUy. 

Hr.  B  AIM  J  IS,  Yietori%  briefly  addressed  the  House.  He  reiterated  that  they 
ia  Tklecin'wean  greatly  in  want  el  men.  They  were  eertainly  not  in  want  of  money» 
sad  M  Bo4  aak  tte  committee  lor  aagr,  eo  far  aa  Yieteiia  waa  concerned.  Yiotorla 
va  a  young  ealany,  but  it  was  prospedng  iteyond  all  ezpeotation ;  and  the  Presby* 
Isnsaa  ihena  conld  piofidc  all  the  money  if  the  Churohca  here  would  send  them  the 
men.    <An»lnaae.> 

Hi:.  O^^Alif D  waa.  also  called  upon,  but  haring  expressed  the  belief  that  Mr. 
Hiik  had  cxplnined  their  poeition  in  Victoria  so  fully  and  so  well,  he  would  not 
ttnA  in  the  wrsj  of  the  other  depwties. 

Ms;  JKUf  BOfiS^  Mneipal  of  St.  Andrew's  College,  Sjrdney,  New  South  Wales, 
wu  nasi  haaid.  He  said  he  want  out  to  Kew  South  WiJes  with  the  idea  that  the 
dinmami  wkiah  pmrailed  in  Scotland  would  prenrail  in  Kew  South  Wales.  Here 
etcqFlliinK  van  on  the  aide  of  Presbyterianisa,  and  all  the  liabita  and  practices  of 
the  paapia  had  bean  Ibrmad,  aa  it  were,  under  Preabyterian  influenee.  When  they 
weai  oni  lo  ihe  oolonisa,  capecially  to  the  colony  el  If  ew  South  Wales,  they  would 
find  tkflharaiy tiling  naa  leteracd.  Englisk  idesa  ruled,  and  English  pracUce  pre« 
vailed^  iliBoagliout  the  length  and  breadth  of  that  land,  and  henoe  the  Assembly 
eeoId-pamei:fn  at  onee  that  they  were  placed  at  a  great  disadmntage  in  that  colony 
osmpnred  witli  whai  they  voro  in  Scotland.  For  inatanee,  in  the  matter  of  educa* 
tien,  tkof  ind  ISOO  schools  lor.  their  300,000  of  a  population,  but  in  them  the  Bible 
sad  Catw'hiapr  wen  not  read.  They  could  not  hafc  them  taught  in  the  schools 
besannn the Boman  Catholica  were  twlee aa numeroua,  andthe  Wesleyan  MJethodiste 
weee  annomeroua  aa  the  P^reabyterians  of  Kew  South  Wales.  Therefore,  they  had 
to  adnpfe  other,  meana.  than  the  pnblia  scheola  lor  impressing  dime  truth  on  th€ 
yeaagr  gcmaaailon*  f"^bf*  acrhuia  cbatacle  to  the  progreaa  of  the  work—one  whieh 
hadmnfrtn  be  eneoanUeed  in  Seetlsttd— ^was  the  great  distances  to  be  gone  oTcr  in 
thcia  makmj*  He^  ihcnfere^  heped-  that  many  of  those  new  studying  for  the  ministry 
ta  the  Inom' colleges  would  eflbr  themseltres  for  the  colonial  field,  ita  necessities 
Tcty  gnat.  He  waa  glad  ta  see,. from  the  report,  that  some  two  or  three 
had  been  appointed  to  that  £eld,  and  he  could  auuve  all  who  might 
Maajthattbeywoahimeet'With  tine  liberality.  (Applause.)  He  had  no 
in  aaying  that  tlie  Presbyterians  of  the  colony  were  aa  libecal  as  the 
df-an^.Otuutth  in  tha  home  ceontiy..  When  they  remembered  that  the 
Prmbf tcrinn  Chnueli  of.  Kew  South  Wales  had  only  abont  serenty  ministers,  and 
thai  their  cBPgwgatiana  wan  not  much  more  nnmereus,  aad  that  they  had  erected 
Sk  Amdaaw^  OoUegn  ui  n  aoat  of  acme  £12,000  on  the  part  of  their  members,  they 
weald  aca  tha*  thia,  in  »  hadyacnsiating  of  atf  (6w  congregations,  was  an  instance  of 
grsai  lihssalitj  iApplaase.)  Ahd  not  only  ao,.bnt  some  time  ago  many  of  the 
mambara  of  the  Church  felt  that  the  alipaads  of  tha  ministen  were  in- 
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ad«qiiAU.  Tkej  ihoogU  that  a  Sut«nUtiaa  Fiuid>  wom^tUiiag  aftOT  the  madel  of 
ih9  Free  Ohurch  of  Scotland,  might  be  a  moaaa  of  doin^  great  good  to  the  mlaiation 
of  the  Cbiireh.  TfaU  idea,  he  hoped,  mwld  be  oarriod  out  with  great  aaoeoH^  as 
iOTeral  gentlemen  bad  aabeeribed  XlOO  eaob,  for  three  yeai»i  tn  aid  of  the  edieiDe; 
In  eoneluding^  Hr.  Kinroaa  tmtted  hia  meeting  with  the  Aatembly  would  have  tha 
offset  of  iacreaaing  the  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Ohweh  with  r^pid  to  the 
eotoniei^  and  that,  this  Church  would  tender  on  their  behalf  theii  prajon,  Ibair 
ajmpathy,  and  oouaie].    (Applause. ) 

Ber.  Ilr.  U£NDSBSON,  St  Andrew'a  Chnioh,  Adelaide,  cffofod  filial  ngtadu 
and  reepeotful  aalutationi  of  the  Preebyterian  Church  af  Bomth  Auatralia*  Vho 
greeting  came  no  doubt  from  a  far  country,  but  it  was  hoped  that  distance  did  sol 
abate  the  warmth  or  sincerity  of  the  Christisii. affection  ej^rsssed,  ae  it  eartalnly 
did  not  diminish  the  interest  with  which  the  Colonial  Charob  conUmplatad  the 
operations  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  identified  itself  witb  iU  atragg lee. 
its  hopea  and  fears,  ita  defeata  and  ▼ietorles.r  (Applause^)  He  speeisUy  esprwaed 
the  grateful  recogaation  of  his  Church  for.  imporiant  s^Tice  ali«ady  rendered  in 
Bending  ministerA  to  the  colony,  and  materially  aiding  in  their  outfit  The  Okniieh 
he  represented,  like  the  othem  referred  to  by  previoos  speaken^  was  a  «iUed 
Chnrchi  oomposed  mainly  of  the  (bmerly  divided  sections  of  the  JSitabllehad*  Fiee, 
and  United  Presbyterian  Churches.  The  union  was  thovooghi  and  fise  «iero-  than 
twenty  yeara  no  question  had  arisen  to  disturb  their  harmony  ov  make  th«m  qaea* 
tton  from  what  stock  they  had  sprung.  (Applause.)  As  illostratfa^^thia^tf  they 
would  pardon  the  allusionrbe  (Kr  Henderson)  might  «efor  to  his  own  case,  l^eagh 
brought  up  in  the  United  Fkesby  terian  CluNreh,-<*Ucensed  and  ordained  by  a  U.  P. 
Presbytery, — ^he  yet  was  the  miuUtsr  of  a  Church  lepreaenting  the  4A4  Estsblialied 
Church  of  Scotland;  and  he  could  testify  that  he  had  £oand  hia  coaneaa mnaelh, 
aad  his  congregation  as  ductile  and  responsive,  as  any  ceugregatieB  need  baj  and 
he  would  renture  humbly  to  hope  that  they,  the  membem  of  his  congie^ioB,  fowad 
in  their  pastor  that  soundiiess  in  the  fhith,  that  orthodoxy  iai  pulpit  mlalstiations, 
and  all  that  urbanity  of  ministerial  deportmeni  which  traditionally  beteng  to 
minlatera  of  the  Established  Church.  (A  laugh.)  Their  Cbujreh  vaanoi  only  a 
united  Church;  it  was,  he  hoped,  orthodox  in  doctrine.  At  all  erenti^jse  qneetion 
had  arisen  to  impeach  their  soundness  in  the  faith ;  aad  from  what  he  bad-  wHaemed 
ainee  his  arrival  in  Scotland,  he  trasted  that  the  day  would  be  Aur  distant  wliia  any 
each  impeachment  woald  be  made.  (Hesr.)  They  were  also  a  misaioaavy  Cfhofeh. 
Their  people  took  a  lively  interest  in  misatoaa  of  other  Churcbea^-  in-  the.aimaal 
allooaUon  of  the  missionary  funds  of  their  Chutob,  the  elaima  ef  the  aaiaaloaa  <ef 
oth^r  Churehea  were  not  overlooked,  while,  at  the  same  Um%  they  anppovtod  mis* 
aiona  of  their  own,  both  home  and  foreign.  At  the  presemt  momeat  thei»  were 
several  hundreds  of  pounda  in  the  bank  waiting  for  a  proper  manto  appear  whom 
they  could  recognise  and  support  as  their  own  mlssionaiy  in  some  choaen  fields  Jn 
(eomparison  with  sister  Churches  of  neighbonring  eeloaieor  thePMsbyterteaX^harch 
ef  South  Australia  was  limited  in  nombers  and  infinenee.  Thayi  had  only  acMO 
aeventeen  ministers  settled  in  charges,  with  perhaps  three  or  four  preaohing 
atatlons^  fast  ripening  into  organised  and  selAsnataining  eongMgatiens.  Tiiera  were 
new  statlona  coaiinuiUly  being  formed  and  recognised  by  F«esb9iesy,.«nd  it  was  leit 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  pi^olation.  eng^^ed  in  agiicattoral  paiswitn  in  the 
inUrior  look  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  itsaettled  standardaof  belief  and  its 
educated  ministry,  as  the  enly  Chunib  that  can-  supply  them  with<ovd]Maeen  and 
the  means  of  grace.  They  wUl  not  have  their  pulpits  aappUidbgr  leealpnaehor  or 
lay  agency  of  any  khpkd  as  a  permanent  arrangement*- .  ^(Hearj  l^ar.)     .    < 

The  tenritory  they  occupied  waa  imisense,  and  he  was-  aurprised  In  find^thftt 
many  even  welMnformed  and  inleUigsnt  pcM^ple  had  vciy  hs^md  eenfiuad  ideas 
«f  the  CKtent  of  Australia,  or  any  ef  Ma  sabdivisiioM.  Seu^  AmitinUn  <»vered 
twentyHieven  degreea  of  latitude  and  twelve  degrees  of  longitndet-eesipitei^  MO^OO 
square  miles;  that  is,  it>iB  a  terrtloiy  larger  i>y  six  'Or  seven  times  thaa'telland^ 
Bngland,  and  Ireland  put  tegstbea.  <Heaiv  hear.)  This  iflmeaio  tenitoiy  was 
atpteaent  in  possession  of  a>  pepnlatloa  of  enly  aboai  80^<M>0i  inhibitants^whe 
represent  all  abadee  of  religious  belief  and  ef  eresy  lacm  of.iJharek^lifikvis  is 
admitted  on  all  band%  however,  that  Presbyterians  bear,  far  .mere  Infiasftae  ^intt 
only  in  religious  matters,  bat  in  seoial  qussUooaasKi  in  the  pelltict  oC  thsroevUipM* 
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Iktt  Ihftlr  iMmWift  VMld  tediMle.  Uiiiy  cf  the  leidioflr  men  in  the  eolofiy  ire 
SoilchMtii  ftod  Praabytorlani.  Tnie  to  the  traditional  predilections  of  Scotohmen 
to  iho  wptud  of  InldU^noe  ind  edoeiitloii,  one  proaperoua  Presbyteriaii  bad  in 
dfeci  Cnmded  llM  Univenity  of  Adelaide  by  devoting  £20,000  of  hie  fortone  to  it 
^upfiunmt)  ind  tt«t  UuMtoono  deed  wm  aoon  followed  by  tnother  Seotelx  Preaby- 
teriaa  wko  t«ro  toviida  tko  aane  objeot  the  prineely  eontribotion  of  £iO,0tM>* 
(Gftnt  appkaigo)  I»  apeiklng  of  eduoibtiott  bo  might  atate  that  the  Colonial 
Govtnment  was  *i  preaant  irorking  an  edncational  ayatem  of  a  rery  eomprehenaiTtf 
and  alkcUv«  ehftlMter,  the  piinolpal  prorMona  of  which  were  that  it  waa  eoupnl- 
airy  aad  Irao — the  iioeaUon  of  reading  the  BiVle  being  left  to  be  deeided  by  local 


Thaw  weie  iliroo  etemonU  in  tbo  fonndation  of  the  colony  which  he  oonceived 
had  had  a  Maat  whiAeaome  inflnenoo  open  iia  history,  and  which  spoke  well  for  the 
aagad^  aad  pnvWoa  of  ita  pioaoere.  It  was  determined  at  the  firat  that  the  pro* 
viaeaaboald  hsro  no  State  Ohnmfai  that  it  should  nerer  be  a  bnrden  or  a  charge  to 
the  h«B#  emmlrf  » and  that  no  oonTleted  felon  ahoald  be  nermltted  to  land  opon  ita 
ihsfsa.  {Applanae.)  Theae  prinelplea  have  been  adbered  to.  Times  of  eriais  hare 
aedeabt  eeenifod  in  the  history  of  the  colony — timea  of  deep  depression  and  all 
bat  aalsnaal  deopendency ;  and  if  at  soch  times  partial  or  temporuy  relief  iraa 
neiived  Anovi  the  Ooterasaent  of  the  mother  country,  it  waa  carefally  chronicled 
■id  psasaptiy  i^rtaboned. '  (Applause.)  Ko  State  Cboreh  exists  in  the  province, 
lad  ae  Saint  of  eoBTietism  haa  been  permitted  to  infect  the  population  of  Booth 
AoatiaBa.  (Hear.)  8o  Ihr  aa  he  eoold  Corecaat  the  fhtnra,  there  waa,  he  believed, 
Bear  at  hand  the  evoAt  ti  a  oonlhdoration  of  All  the  Preabyterian  Ohurebea  of 
Aailimlia.  That  whs  a  matter  which  had  frequently  been  discussed,  and  even  now 
iifgsilstieiia  bad  teen  emtored  epon ;  and  he  trusted  that  nothing  would  arise  to 
iBpede  tke  pvegreaa  of  ao  desirable  a  eonsammation.  When  tliat  federation  had 
heaa  aeewapltsiied,  he  believed  that  a  <}uiekeniog  influenee  would  be  imparted  to 
cfsiy  Preabytesrtaii  Chareh  in  those  sunny  etimes,  and  a  mighty  impulse  given  to 
aU  Mllgioiia  Ba^vomeata  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.    (Applanae.) 

▲Iter  deattiblftg  the  colony  as  to  its  genial  climate,  its  pioductive  soil,  ita 
lainssal  rsaoaiveeSy  ita  sgrieoltaial  capabilities,  together  with  its  free  institutions 
aad  ita  uiailBiam  of  taxation,  he  speeiaUy  called  attention  to  it  as  a  field  for 
emigmllea.  After  an  abaence  of  twentynme  yeara,  ho  bad  been  overwhelmed  to 
eheare  <ni  bla  vetarn  the  amount  of  deep  poverty  and  degradation  among  the 
««klng  dasses  of  hla  native  city,  Glasgow.  Hia  amazement  was  inexpressible  thab^ 
aach  aaaaaea  of  men  should  peiaistently  subject  themselves  to  deteriorating  Influ* 
cBotOy  aad  aabmlt  to  all  the  miaerlea  of  hopeless  poverty,  or  at  beat  to  a  lifelong 
straggle^  wbott  aneh  invltiag  acenea  aa  thoae  he  had  deaoribed  were  willing  and 
vattiBg-to  receive  them.  In  Aoatcalia  every  working  man  who  gave  himaelf  Induatrl- 
only  to  hia  ova  puTsalt,  whatever  it  might  be,  could  be  assured  of  aooceaa  aa  a  general 
lulo;  aad  werj  soon  the  working  man  there,  by  forethought  and  thrift,  found 
hiaaarifthe  aimer  of  what  would  be  regarded  in  this  country  aa  a  large  tract  of  land. 
(Hear.) 

The  Oovcrameat  of  South  Aoatralia  had  alwaya  dealt  most  liberally  in  granting 
hhdUtiea  for  Hie  peaeeaalon  and  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  a  man  might  very  eaaily 
amd  very  aeea,  by  applltttfon,  be  possessed  of  at  least  1000  acres,  granted  in  the 
fint  plaee  oa  very  eaay  conditions. 

He  did  not  oomo  to  that  Assembly  begging  for  money, — the  colonists  could 
■lake  SMMiej  for  themsellfes, — but  he  same  seeking  that  the  lines  of  Ohilstian 
intereoone  and  Ohrlatlaa  sympathy  might  be  kept  tender  and  responsive  between 
Ike  Ghurek  here  at  hosae  and  the  Church  in  the  colonlea.  He  camo' seeking  a  place 
<»r  hla  Choteh  ia  the  prayerfol  remembmnoea  of  the  Aasembly ;  he  came  aeektng  to 
torn  the  atteatioa  of  the  atodeata,  preachera,  and  younger  miniatexa  of  the  Churches 
of  SnetTaad  to  the  whltetflag  harvest  fields  of  Australia  aa  apfaerea  of  wide  and  ever 
txtsadlBg  miaiaterial  naefulnsss.  A  word  of  wsmlag  he  would  give  before  resum- 
ing Ua  seat.  It  la  aot  the  leaviags  of  your  probationers'  roll  that  will  aattsfy  the 
ealoalata.  It  ia  not  the  blind,  the  halt,  the  maimed,  that  need  hope  for  a  congenial 
apheie  la  aay  of  the  paovinoea  of  Australia.  The  men  who  are  waiting  to  receive 
ihcm  are  theaiaeltea  proved  men — ^men  of  eaterpriae,  intelligence,  and  high-toned 
Chijatiaa  prlaeipie ;  and  it  la  only  men  of  a  similar  stamp  that  are  now  In  reqoiai* 
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Uon  in  Aiifltrilla»  both  in  commeroe  and  leiigiony  both  in  ih«  Ob«nh:aiid  in  Che 
worl<L    (Applaase.) 

Dr.  QOOLD  aobmitted  the  following  doUTerancd  on  the  rtporft  for  the  sppMral 

of  the  Aisembly : — 

"  The  General  Assemblj  receive  with  saiiBfaetion  the  infonnation  thai  so  many 
appointments  have  been  made  daring  the  paat  year  to  the  eokmial  Md. 

"  In  the  abounding  neeeaaiUee  of  Uiat  field,  whieh  aeem  tainevaaae  nAher  than 
to  diminiabt  they  reoogniae  it  aa  the  inovmbeat  daty  of  the  Ohnrohea  at  home  to  <ki 
their  beat  to  fumiah  a  snpply  of  labonrera  anffieient  in  namber,aiid  snpeiior  in  gHU 
and  qualificationa. 

« The  Aasembly  are  gratified  at  the  readineaa  the  committee  have  ahown  to 
enter  in  at  new  doora  of  naefiilnen,  while  they  regret  that  in  some  oaaea  theb  eflforta, 
from  yariona  circnmatancea,  proved  naaooeeaafttl.  The  General  AaaemMy  approve 
of  the  grants  of  money  which  have  been  directly  made  to  two  of  the  GoUmlal 
Churches  for  home  mlaaiona ;  and  they  eapeeiaUy  commend  the  Interest  w4i!eb  has 
been  ahown  in  the  great  iniaaionary  work  which  devolves  on  the  Oanadlan  Ohnneh, 
and  which  aeema  likely  to  draw  increasingly  upon  her  reaonroeay  both  as  regard* 
men  and  money. 

"  The  Assembly  anew  record  their  opinion  that  the  porpoass  for  which  they 
invite  the  liberality  of  their  Christian  people,  to  be  expended  through  the  Colonial 
Committee,  are  of  the  highest  moment,  and  bear  most  materially  on  the  welflure  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  those  many  lands  where  our  oountiymen  have  long  found, 
and  continue  from  year  to  year  to  find,  a  home. 

**  Tb»  Assembly  record  their  thanks  to  the  deputies  ttom.  the  Colonial  Churdhes 
for  their  attendance  and  addresaes." 

Dr.  Goold  commended  the  seal  and  energy  of  the  cenvener  (a  his  efforts  to  meet 
the  calls  upon  him  from  various  parts  of  the  world  for  men  to  preach  the  gospel 
and  act  as  pastors.  After  alluding  to  various  details  in  the  repOTt,  and  especially 
the  sudden  and  premature  death  of  Mr.  Allan  at  Antigua,  he  remarked  that  it  wan 
of  supreme  importance  the  attention  of  this  Churoh  be  wakened  up  more  and  more 
to  due  interest  in  their  Colonial  Churches.  They  owed  it  to  them  as*  springing  Arona 
them ;  they  owed  it  to  them  as  their  ohildren--^aughters  that  had  gone  forth  ftona 
our  land  to  apring  up  in  other  lands,  and,  it  might  be,  to  justify  the  sayings— 
^  MiUrepvlehrdf  fiia  pidehrufr,^*  They  would,  besTdee,  suffer  vitally  in- their  best 
interests  at  home  if  religion  was  not  made  to  abound  throughout  their  colonial 
settlements.  There  must,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  be  a  reaction  from  the 
colonies  on  the  state  of  morals  and  religion  in  the  mother  countvy.  If,  for  example, 
the  cause  of  the  Sabbath  were  lost  in  the  colonies,  the  blessing  could  net  long  be 
secured  in  Britain.  The  British  colonies  were  a  channel  through  which  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Church  might  be  exerted  with  great  ^effect  for  the  propegation  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrii^.  He  ventured  to  use  the  words, 
and  he  would  use  them  in  a  nobler  meaning  and  for  a  far  nobler  purpose,  recently 
addressed  by  a  statesman  to  his  party — "  Imperiurn  et  Itbertasi"  It  was,  he  sa!^ 
the  aim  and  doty  of  this  Church,  as  a  Church  of  Christ,  to  extend  and  maintain 
"  Imparium  et  libertas.**  **Imp£riuin/**  but  let  the  dominion  be  the  dominion  of 
Him  whose  law  was  love,  and  on  whose  anointed  brow  the  erowns  of  all  tiie  earth 
were  yet  to  shine ;  **  libertas/"  but  a  liberty  that  would  make  a  brotherhood  of  the 
whole  race, — the  glorioos  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.    (Loud  applause.) 

Hr.  LAUGHTON,  Greenock,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  expressed  his  con- 
viction that  there  was  as  glorious  a  future  before  the  Colonial  Churches  as  their  past 
progress  had  been  great  and  gratifying.  He  had  often  thought  that  many  earnest 
and  able  young  men  lost  much  of  the  most  valuable  portion  of  their  lives  in  waiting 
for  a  settlement  at  home,  when  they  might  be  devoting  their  energies  far  more 
efficiently  by  going  to  one  or  other  of  the  colonial  fields^  As  one  who  had  some- 
thing to  do  wiih  their  colleges  at  home,  he  supposed.  In  common  with  others  inter- 
ested in  their  home  collegest  their  teeth  almost  watered  to  hear  of  the  liberaiify  of 
their  colonial  friends  in  the  establishing  and  building  up  of  their  institutions. 

The  motion  was  passed,  and 

The  MOBEHATOR  addressed  the  depaUes,  and  said  that  the  Assembly  had 
listened  with  the  deepest  interest  to  the  statements  they  had  made  and  the  infor- 
mation they  had  given  na,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  these  would  prodme  a  fresh 
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ftod  iMpmmd  IntereKt  kk  the  ooimtHeB  from  irUcIi  tb«y  came.  Koililng  could  be 
viaer  tkui  their  pluu  In  regard  to  the  erection  and  endowment  of  colleges  fortrain« 
tag  thdr  fatare  mlniitry,  for,  not  nntil  they  hare  a  natire  minislry,  will  they  talce 
root  and  poasefls  the  land.  A  most  refreahing  feature  was  the  eiatement  that  they 
CUM  aaklng  for  no  pecaniaiy  contribntionBy  but  that  they  were  quite  able  to  accom- 
plish their  «wn  work  if  they  ai  a  Ohorch  only  supplied  them  with  the  men, 
ytrthfag  eanld  aaefre  elearly  oonrey  the  proBperity  of  the  coloniea  than  this,  that  Uiey 
wen  able  to  do  it.  The  iMst  that  they  were  willing  to  do  it  proclaimed  their 
fibcnlity,  tad  tadieatad,  therefore,  that  they  had  a  llTely  sense  of  the  great  obliga- 
tiea  that  rested  upon  those  who  had  the  means  of  farthering  the  cause  of  Christ. 
The  Tisit  of  tho  depntles  to  this  country  would  not  be  in  vain.  I  am  certain  that 
if  otr  people  kiiMr  of  the  OKeellence  of  your  climate  and  the  fertility  of  your  soil, 
(hespnaeneas  of  popahition  woold  soon  disappear;  and  if  our  probationers  knew  of 
the  fields  tiiml  were  open  to  thffm,  they  would  respond  to  your  call,  and  enter  in  and 
poiacsB  the  land. 

lir.  DUFF,  from  Tasmania,  who  had  been  delayed  on  the  royage,  addressed  the 
AasesMy  on  tho  forenoon  of  Tnesdayj  1st  June. 

BXPOBT  OH  TEMPSBANCE. 

Kb  BANK£EMAK^I  have  been  asked.  Moderator,  as  Secretary  of  the 
laiB^y'a  Coniznittee  on  Tempexance*  to  lay  the  Beport  (Appendix  XXIL)  on 
the  t^le  of  tlie  House  this  yeari  and  to  introduce  the  subject 

One  dwftys  feels  afresh,  sir,  when  called  to  speak  upon  this  question,  the 
▼iadoK  of  the  old  Latin  poat^  whom  I  am  afraid  we  did  not  always  appreciate  in 
OQi  sckeolboy  dnya  aa  he  deserred : — 

"  Segnioft  iniiant  anlmos  demisss  per  snrem 
Qoam  qssB  sunt  ocalis  subjects  fidelibos,  et  ques 
Ipse  sibl  tradit  spectator." 

It  ig  one  thing  to  meet  intemperance  in  reports  such  as  this,  to  meet  it  in  figures 
lad  newspsper  or  magatine  articles;  it  is  another  and  a  rexy  different  thing  to 
meet  It  In  men  and  women  whom  you  are  greatly  interested  in,  whom  you  are 
boud  to  eare  for,  and  whom  yon  would  do  anything  to  help.  If  any  one  here 
vasts  to  know  in  what  school  they  may  learn  what  intemperance  means  in  this 
econtry,  and  why  he  or  she  ought  practically  to  trouble  themselves  about  it,  and  do 
something  more  perhai>B  than  they  used  to  do  to  hare  it  taken  away,  then  I  would 
II J  to  them.  Put  your  hand  to  some  Home  Mission  work.  Try  to  do  something  for 
ike  joonl  and  spiritoal  good  'of  the  people  among  whom  you  dwell,  and  you  will 
e9on  see  and  feel  wliat  stops  the  way.    (Applause.) 

I  hold  in  my  hand.  Moderator,  the  February  number  of  the  Caiholie  Presbyterian, 
Tbefe  is  an  article  in  it  on  Scottish  Home  Missiops,  written  by  a  member  of  this 
Aasemhly,  who  has  a  good  right  to  speak  on  that  subject  after  eighteen  yeare  of 
moat  nceeesfnl  work  in  the  greatest  Home  Mission  field  in  Scotland.    I  refer  to 
Jlr.  Wells  of  Qlaagow.     (Applause.)    **Onr  prodigals,"  he  says,  "are  a  very  large 
elias,  which  atrong  drink  has  created,  and  is  daily  replenishing  at  least  in  nine  cases 
03t  of  ten ;  indeed,  it  were  probably  as  near  the  truth  to  say  in  ten  cases  out  of 
every  ten.     Drunkenness  Is  the  most  malignant  social  cancer  in  Scotland,  beyond 
all  eompaxiaon  the  most  stupendous  outwarid  hindrance  to  the  gospel.    Whisky  is 
tlie  moat  soecessful  proselytiser  for  the  sect  of  our  non-Church-goers.    It  creates 
our  'wani'  elmraetera,  to  use  an  expressire  Scotch  word.     A  district  risitor,  a 
jomer,  one  day  said  to  his  fellow :  '  £h,  John,  this  is  awfa'  wark ;  the  wud  is  that 
rctten  it  winna  hand  the  nail.'"    (Applause.)    Every  one  here  who  has  tried  to  do 
some&ing,  howeter  humbly,  in  Home  Mission  work,  knows  how  true  that  descrip- 
tion IB  when  yon  eome  to  certain  cases :  "7he  wood  is  that  rotten  that  it  winna  baud 
the  naiL"    Tea,  sir,  and  when  you  know  the  kind  of  wood  that  is  spoiled  in  those 
cen^-the  strong  fibre  of  Scottish  manhood  that  is  in  them  yet,  the  honesty,  the 
icdepcndenee,  the  good  feeling  and  kindliness  of  heart  ^  when  they  are  themselres," 
u  the  ndg^bonrs  say— you  feel  tiie  pathos  and  the  pity  of  it.    I  hare  known  a  mao, 
for  example,  who  could  earn  his  £5  in  the  fortnight  easily,  an  intelligent,  reading 
man,  who  wonld  bny  for  himself  books  like  Macaulay's  "  Essays  "  and  Kobertson's 
"  Cfaailea  V  *    And  they  tell  us  that  education  will  cure  intemperance.    Tet  I  have 
known  that  man's  iioose  emptied  over  and  orer  again  to  the  bare  walls  and  the  bare 
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floor  through  drink.  It  was  the  licensttd  grocer  vho  was  his  rain,  as  of  so  mabj. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  bare  known  each  a  man  get  £1  too  mnch  on  a  pay-day  by  mintakew 
The  drenmstanees  were  such  that  very  probably  it  might  nerer  have  beea  die- 
covered.  But  he  went  ttraight  back  and  returned  it»  He  was  one  whom  yoo  might 
trutt  with  uncounted  goid. 

Such  men  and  women  are  worth  helping.  Their  faces  haunt  you.  And  yet 
they  are  going  down,  day  after  day,  year  after  year,  they  and  their  children,  into 
the  lapsed  masses  through  drink.  The  pity  of  it  is  onongh  to  bring  teaxa  to  oae's 
eyes.  It  is  enough  to  make  one*s  blood  warm  with  indignation  at  thoso  who  lay 
snares  for  the  feet  of  such  men  as  I  hsTe  been  speaking  of,  and  who  grow  rich  npoB 
their  ruin.    (Much  applause.) 

And  this  does  not  hold  of  one  class  in  society  only.  I  ask  gentlemea  h»re  to 
think  of  our  best  circles,  onr  most  respected  families.  There  are  membeia  of  tboao 
families  whose  namea  used  to  be  on  your  lips  whsnever  yon  entend  those  doors. 
They  have  dropped  out  of  sight.    Ton  do  not  ask  for  them  now.     Why  1 

Wliat  was  this  Assembly  doing  last  Saturday,  Hoderatorl  They  were  dealing 
with  a  minister  of  what  wIm  lately  my  own  presbyteiy  for  intoxication — a  minlater 
who,  as  old  class-fellows  know  well,  had  mnch  about  him  that  was  most  likeable, 
much  that  could  not  but  call  forth  the  affection  and  regard  of  the  people  oyer  whom 
he  was  settled.  And  yet  there  is  not  a  minister  or  elder  of  his  presbytery  now  bot 
belieTCS  tliat  tliat  was  a  righteous  sentence  by  which  he  wis  suspended  from  office 
and  loosed  from  the  congregation  among  whom  ha  began  his  ministry  with  aoeh 
hopeful  prospects  some  sixteen  years  ago.  That  Judgment  of  Saturday  casts  a  dark 
shadow  OTor  this  House  to-night.  Is  it  a  solitary  shadow.  Moderator?  In  this 
Church  1    In  other  Churches  ? 

I  ask  lathers  and  brethren,  all  who  hear  me  this'  erening,  to  look  into  these 
things  for  themselTos,  to  look  below  the  sorlMse,  to  put  one  ease  riongslde  of  another, 
and  see  what  the  list  soon  comes  to.  Take  pains,  in  shorty  to  get  at  the  facte 
about  intemperance  in  this  country,  and  let  them  speak  to  you.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Take  that  one  item :  upwards  of  140  millions  of  pounds  sterling  in  the  year 
spent  in  these  kingdoms  en  strong  drink.  (They  say  it  is  a  few  mUliona  leas  ihia 
year,  which  I  trust  is  true.)  And  place  against  that  one  million  from  all  the 
Churches  and  societies  put  together  for  sending  the  gospel  to  the  heathea.  Think 
what  that  implies.  And  let  our  jails,  and  poorhouses,  and  asylams,  and  the 
taxation  needful  to  keep  them  np,  tell  what  is  the  fmit  of  that  stupendous  outlay. 
(Applause.) 

Surely,  sir,  facts  such  as  these  which  I  have  touched  upon,  humbling  and 
solemnising  ss  they  are  for  us  all,  should  make  us  consider  weU[onr  own  position 
towards  them.  They  should  make  us  aak.  What  am  I  doing  as  a  Christian  minister 
or  office-bearer,  as  a  Christian  man,  to  meet  and  remedy  this  state  of  things.  They 
should  set  us  at  least  beyond  the  commonplace  tliat  temperance  is  higher  than 
abstinence.  I  submit,  sir,  that  that  is  as  irrelevant  aa  the  statement  that  yon 
cannot  make  men  sober  by  Act  of  Parliament.  (Laughter,  and  hear,  hear.)  Tea» 
temperance  may  be  higher  than  abstinence,  other  things  being  equal  and  the 
circumstances  being  ordinary.  But  are  onr  ciroumatancea  ordinary  or  normal  while 
we  are  giring  140  milliona  a  year  for  drink  as  against  one  for  the  gospell  We 
are  not  liring  in  Paradise.  We  are  lirlng  in  the  face  of  this  present  distress. 
(Applause.) 

Our  committee.  Moderator,  is  a  Temperance  Committee,  not  a  total  abatinence 
one.  Both  aeotlons  are  represented,  and  we  work  together  in  the  moat  friendly 
way,  although  perhaps  there  may  be  as  many  non-abstainers  aa  abatainers  among 
us.  I  really  do  not  know  the  relative  numbers,  for  I  nerer  counted  them.  I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  thoroughly  respect  other  workers  in  the  canae  of  temperance 
reform  although  they  differ  from  me  on  this  particular  point  1  giro  them  the 
fullest  credit  for  purity  of  motive  and  esmestness  in  the  o^use.  But  I  say  Ihuikly 
what  I  think  right  for  myself.  I  hold  it  right  for  me  in  preaent  drcnmatancea  and 
in  this  country  to  be  a  total  abstainer.  I  have  been  so  for  nine  yesrs  now,  and  sm 
oertainly  none  the  worse  for  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  question  with  me  is  not  a 
theoretical  one  about  the  use  of  wine  being  sinful  or  sgainst  Scripture,  which  I  do 
not  in  the  least  beUeve;  and  I  say  so  knowing  the  recent  literature  on  that  anbject 
both  in  this  country  and  America  pretty  well.    But  it  is  for  me  a  practical  question 
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'Wksl  it  tke  mott  expedient  eoorse  for  as  here  in  Scotland,  in  view  of  all  the 
onoMlMioM  ef  the  eaee  T  Wiut  are  the  moat  expedient  conrae  and  teatimony  for 
a  Ghziaftian  mjui,  Iseling  th*t  thU  iutemperanee  ia  a  great  national  ain  and  ahame,  aa 
vcU  aa  A  frightful  soeiAl  eril,  and  deairing  to  tiiroir  liia  influence  as  atronglj  aa 
poauhle  againai  it  I  believe  that  in  thia  aenae  "  it  ia  good  not  to  drink  wine  if 
ihciebj  thy  brother  atnmbleth  or  is  offended  or  made  weak." 

JEei  a  iittfa  haa  been  duie  in  the  Chueh  of  late  yeara  in  the.  way  of  temperance 
walk.  Tha  xepevi  on  jonr  table  ahowa  clearly  how  the  intereat  ia  growing  and 
iatpeniag  Bai  mneh  renaiaa  to  be  done.  There  ia  nigent  need  that  the  Chnrch 
aa  a  wheia  ahaoUL  ba  frirly  aiouaed  to  grapple  with  thia  qneation  of  intemperance ; 
thai  tha  haaria  and  canaeiencea  of  onr  Ghiiatian  people  ah/Mild  be  atined  abont  it ; 
that  we  ahoold  all  open  onr  eyes  more  to  the  fiietB,  taking  trouble  to  learn  them  ; 
tfcatvaahaald  i&  thii  matter  more  ''take  burden  apon  oaraelTea,"  to  nee  an  old 
SaittiA  phiraaa,  far  athaca  and  for  the  common  weaU    (Applaoae.) 

I  appaal  ihiaagh  thia  Aaaembly  to  the  women  of  thia  city  and  of  onr  Ohnrch. 
TUa  ia  a  vosian'a  qneation*  (Hear,  hear.)  Kone  can  do  so  mneh  aa  they  to  raiae 
tketaaa  aad  opialon  and  dealing  on  thia  whole  anbject  in  the  eommantty  generally. 
Thqr  caa  ahov  by  thair  rery  manner,  by  all  that  they  do  and  aay,  that  intemperanea 
iaail  ila  fanaa  aad  in  ila  ilrat  bei^Uwinga,  is  not  a  matter  for  foolish  j  eating,  bat  for 
paft aad  da^  eaiieam  aa  in  the  eight  of  Qod.    (Applaoae.) 

Bai  aaaaa  hara  maj  feel,  and  I  hare  great  sympathy  and  reapeet  for  the  feeling, 
**  W^baft  aoma  of  the  beat  people  I  haTe  erer  known  were  not  abatainera.  They 
reeitfiaaaffaii  thia  and  thai  social  usage  which  yon  would  now  dissuade  us  from. 
Why  ihsaU  wa  do  what  they  did  noti  Would  that  not  be  saying  in  effect  that  we 
an  mssi  ngklaaaa  Uian  thi^  1  Woold  it  not  be  throwing  aomething  like  a  reflec* 
lisa «r a  ai^ghi  apon  themt" 

%  aa  m^tmoMt  Modaiator.  Sreiy  age  and  generation  has  its  own  special 
pnUsms,  aaeiai  and  leligioas.  God  cslls  us  to  meet  these  with  the  best  light 
which  «a  hava^  to  use  all  the  freah  light  whioh  may  be  abed  upon  them  by  new 
draaatancea  or  new  developmenta  of  ctIL  A  cnatom  may  be  harmleaa,  or  com* 
pantird^  ao,  in  one  generation  which  ia  not  ao  in  another.  We  caat  no  reflection 
whiniaf  apan  thoaa  befon  oa  because  they  did  not  use  our  methods ;  bnt  let  us 
laok  to  oaiaalvea  and  to  onr  own  responsibilities  in  new  of  the  fscta  and  social 
cBcanatsaaaa  oC  the  present  day. 

Tha  proMam  of  naUanal  intemperance  was  not  ao  complicated  or  so  inreterate  a 
fWMWtJMa  ar  two  ago.  So  many  means,  educational,  aocial,  and  religioua,  had  not 
then  been  tried,  and  had  not  ao  far  failed,  aa  Dr.  Blaikie  pointed  out  so  effectiTcly 
ia  hia  apeaeh  on  thia  aulgeet  in  the  Aaaembly  of  1877.  I  plead  for  abstinence  aa  a 
FDMcat  reaady  for  a  preaent  diatreaa.  Let  ua  aeek  to  "  hare  understanding  of  oar 
aad  know  what  laraal  ought  to  do."    (Applauae.) 

flhoohl  not  Gluiatian  patriota  take  up  thia  queation,  erery  man  and  woman  to 
the  weldare  of  Scotland  is  dearl 


<■  Lore  thou  thy  land  with  lore  far  brought 

From  out  the  atoried  past."  , 

We  hare  cause  to  do  so.  There  is  no  land  whose  past  is  more  full  of  deep  and 
thiilliag  intereat,  no  land  where  there  Is  a  longer  history  of  persistent,  and,  in  the 
cad,  suaeeaaful  atrugglea  for  cinl  and  religious  freedom,  from  the  days  of  Colomba 
to  the  days  of  Bruce,  from  the  time  of  Knox  to  the  time  of  Chalmers.  Bleseings  in 
our  daily  life»  wliich  we  are  ao  familiar  with  that  we  take  them  aa  we  take  the  air 
uid  the  auoahine,  were  won  for  us  by  onr  forefathers,  generation  after  generation, 
vuh  toil  and  prajerj  with  Bufferings  and  blood.     (Applaoge.) 

An  eminent  English  poet,  sir,  tells  us  how  he  felt  when  sailing  past  the  scene 
cf  that  nighty  Tictoxy  by  sea  which  secured  our  shores  from  invasion,  and  was  the 
udemark  of  the  great  Earopean  war  in  the  begixuiing  of  this  century.  1  remember 
veil  how  tha  lines  came  to  my  mind  in  sailing  past  Trafalgar  Bay  eome  years  ago 
m  a  gloiiona  autumnal  evening,  when  the  southern  stars  were  casting  broad  traila 
of  silrery  light  acroaa  the  water : — 

«  Haia  and  hare  did  England  help  me ;  how  can  I  help  England,  say ; 
Wheao  tnm,  aa  I  this  OTeaing  turn,  to  Ood  to  praise  and  pray. 
While  Jora'a  planet  riseth  yonder,  silent  oyer  Africa." 

£ 
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The  same  foelings  ihoold  more  at  in  this  btad  as  we  look  baok  upon  sll  tiio  way 
whereby  Qod  has  led  as  as  a  people  and  a  Church  through  petaeeotions  and  l>iala» 
Uurottgh  Tiotoriea  and  throngh  defeats  that  led  to  Tictoiy  in  the  end :— 

** Here  and  here  did  Scoiland  help  me ;  how  can  I  help  l^otland,  say; 
VThogo  tnm,  as  I  this  erening  torn,  to  God  to  praise  and  pray." 

Yes,  and  to  work  too  in  that  spirit  ef  faith  and  eonrage  and  steadfiistnesi  in  which 
theae,  onr  &then,  foogfat  their  battle  and  serred  their  own  geneialion  aeeording^  to 
the  will  of  God.  (Mnch  applaose.)  By  eaeh  of  those  brave  deedi  done  In  the 
witnessing  and  soflbring  times,  "whose  eeho  rings  through  Efootland  to  this  honr,** 
Qod  is  ealling  na  to  tl^nk  wliat  we  «an  do  in  this  onr  time  for  onr  own  land  and 
people.  We  hare  reason  io  be  glad  if  anything  we  ean  lawflilly  do  or  giro  up  may 
help  to  wipe  off  the  darkest  stain  upon  the  Islr  name  of  Seotlsnd,  and  to  hasten  th« 
greateat  earth's  blessing  thift  could  eome  to  our  country — the  remoiral  of  its  Intem- 
persnee.  So  our  land  would  bo  a  delightsome  bnd/  4nd  the  Lord  would  dwell 
among  us.    (Applause.) 

Ofertnrea  from  the  Synod  of  Perth  and  StMing  and  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Irrine  on  the  snbject  of  temperance  were  submitted,  afler  which 

Principal  RAINY  moved  the  deliverance  of  the  House  on  the  tempennee 
report,  which  "  approved  of  it,  thanked  the  comniittee  and  the  convener  and  seeretaiy, 
renewed  their  injunction  to  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  in  addition  to  appro- 
priate referenees  In  their  ordinary  ministmtioni,  to  pr9aoh  k  sermon  on  temperance 
on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  or  on  either  of  ih»  two  following  Sabba4hs,  and 
instructing  Presbyteries  to  see  that  this  injunction  is  attended  to,  acd  r^poii  to  the 
eommittee;  renewing  their  request  to  ministers  and  'sesdons  to  see  that,  so  &r  an 
in  them  lies,  the  yoang  of  the  congregation  are  trained  in  habits  of  tempemnee ; 
again  recommended  all  kirk-sessioiiB  to  eonsider  llie  propriety  of  forming  oongrega- 
tional  temperance  aasociations  upon  a  well-eonsidered  ba^  and  under  Uie  anpeiin- 
tendenoe  of  ministers  and  offioe-bearers  of  the  Ofanreh ;  renewing  the  AsaemUy's 
support  to  Sir  Wilfirid  Lawson's  iis^ution,  and  resolving  to  petition  for  the  bill  for 
closing  public-houses  in  England  and  Wales  on  the  Lord's-day,  introdhoed  by 
Hessrs.  Stephenson  and  Roberts ;  pressing  upon  Parliament  the  necessity  of  a  mea- 
sure for  SeoUand  giving  to  the  ratepayen  an  eiBeient  control  over  the  drink  traffic, 
and  for  the  earlier  closing  of  public-houses ;  and  finally,  the  Assembly  pressed  anew 
the  whole  subject  of  intemperance,  and  the  imperative  duty  of  using  idl  reaaonable 
and  expedient  means  for  its  removal  on  the  attention  of  all  officot-bearera  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Ohureh;  and,  in  particular,  enforcing  the  duty  of  disooniaging  in  eveiy 
way,  both  by  influence  and  example,  the  drinking  usages  of  the  oonntry.^ 

Prineipal  Rainy  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  moving  this  resolution,  which  was 
Tcry  nearly  in  the  same  terms  as  the  resolution  of  last  Gknetal  Assembly.  Ho  was 
not  a  member  of  this  committee,  and  he  was  not  very  convenant  with  Its  ptoeeed- 
ings.  All  the  more  he  felt  free  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  to  inLe  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  sense  of  the  earnest  attention  which  all  men  and  all 
Churches  ought  to  devote  to  this  moat  pressing  social,  moral,  and  spiritual  question. 
He  felt  especial  pleasure  in  taking  up  this  subject  in  connection  with  the  Church 
and  with  the  General  Assembly.  (Applause.)  He  had  no  hesitation  in  joiniilg  with 
every  Christian  man  or  men  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  but  he 
felt  that  the  Christlsn  Church  was,  and  ought  to  be,  the  Christian  Temperaaeo 
Society,  and  that  the  results  they  ought  to  bring  about  ought  to  be  results  sought 
and  laid  in  the  line  of  Christian  action  in  Christ's  institution.  The  evils  eonneeted 
with  intemperance  had  beyond  all  doubt  taken  most  exceptional  proportions,  md 
besides  that  fact  he  pointed  out  that  they  had  not  yet  got  the  mind  of  the  people  suffi- 
ciently impressed  with  the  peculiar  and  Insidious  dangers  connected  with  intemperance. 
Though  many  men  were  very  powerfully  impressed  with  these  facts,  and  sometimea 
in  giving  expression  to  their  opinions  were  a  little  intemperate,  yet  he  felt  that 
there  were  great  sections  of  the  community  who,  after  all  that  had  been  done,  had 
not  accepted  with  their  minds  impressions  on  this  subject.  He  went  en  to  say  that 
he  differed  from  some  of  his  friends  on  a  matter  on  which  they  might  be  right  and 
he  might  be  wrong.  In  his  own  house  he  silowed  his  friends  liberty  as  to  whether 
they  took  wine  or  not,  but  he  had  seen  some  instances  of  the  careless  way  in  which 
temptation  was  brought  before  those  from  whom  it  should  have  been  kept  awmy  that 
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aliMtt  made  «ie*«  blood  nn  eold.    (Hesr,  hear.)    There  was  a  earelesBnesB  in  these 
aatleia  eftea  eschiliited  that  he  iras  coarinoed  ehowed  want  of  disposition  in  mm's 
miads  as  to  Iha  neeeaaltj  ol  inraing  their  attention  to  the  eonditiona  of  this  whole 
scl^ecl    (Applaoae.)    He  moved  the  adoption  of  this  report  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleaMiOt  boanae  he  thought  that  there  was  evidenee  that  the  subject  was  making 
prognss^  thAi  it  waa  drawing  attention  to  itself  on  erery  side,  that  it  was  taking 
b«id  el  the  pnbUc  mind  in  inflnential  qnarters,  and  that  there  was  an  increasing 
tcfideMSf  towBida  aomething  like  a  sonnd  public  opinion  on  the  subject     Whateyer 
pojal*  howeTer,  U  had  reached,  it  woald  soon  begin  to  go  back  unless  Christian  men 
kept  at  the  salgeet^  and  continued  to  be  reaolote  in  calUug  attention  to  it — (applause) 
— lad  to  all  the  cTila  connected  with  it.    The  progress  that  had  been  made  would 
ray  esirily  be  loei  vnleea  they  kept  at  the  subject.    It  was  one  of  the  circumstances 
tlut  had  eaioaed  a  eertain  difficulty  on  the  snbjeet,  that  there  was  apt  to  be  a  certain 
difeni^  of  leeling  or  opinion  aa  to  the  precise  means  of  bringing  about  the  result 
•f  igmperapea    that  was  to  say,  to  bring  about  the  result  of  sobriety.    There  was 
aitilBisniiii  aad  eertain  sensitiveness  aa  to  the  suggestions  that  came  from  the  one 
ade  and  fivoi  the  other.    He  thought  it  waa  of  great  importance  that  while  they 
fiiakly  atnted  their  opinions,  they  should  not  Ining  them  into  the  ranks  by  pushing 
■atlsm  ior  whiek  the  eonvietions  of  some  men  were  not  prepared,  for  men  were 
mtitled  to  iuMre  ibeir  own  opinions.    (Applause.)    On  the  other  side,  he  might  also 
my  this    that  be  waa  not  going  to  be  always  lying  on  tiie  catch  to  take  offence  at 
aaithiBg  thaa  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  little  orerplus  of  zeal  in  the  manifestations 
Bitiis»ilsian  their  efforta  to  aul)doe  thia  enormous  CTiL*    They  must  endeayour  to 
pBih  on  as  nearly  abreast  aa  they  could,  aeeking  to  lay  hold  in  some  shape  of  the 
eril,  so  that  by  Ood's  bleiaing  they  might  subdue  and  OTercome  it.    He  would  say 
h§  laamestcMdially  prepared  to  ackaowledge  the  usefulness  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
penaee  of  tlioee  who  thought  it  right,  being  conyinced  in  their  own  consciences,  to 
laiVe  seme  nee  of  these  attidee,  and  yet  who  did  so  with  conspicuous  temperance  and 
•obriety.    To  nee  Mr.  Banneiman'a  own  language,  some  such  men  are  the  best  I 
kAve  ayer  aeea  in  this  world.    He  had  occasion  to  remark  the  soundness,  the  healthi^ 
aos^  aad  the  efficaey  of  their  infinenoe  in  fayour  of  sobriety  as  well  ab  in  favour  of 
Mhcr  tUB0Sy  bnt  one  thing  he  would  Uke  to  say,  it  was  that,  whatever  truth  there 
Bi|^he  in  it»  faa  was  eonvineed  that  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  use  in  a  great 
Baay  mere  people  than  had  as  yet  done  it  adopting  the  practice  of  disusing  these 
ihia^    (Applause.)    He  could  heartily  say  that  it  would  be  every  useful  thing 
that  a  gmt  many  more,  a  large  proportion  of  the  people,  ahoald  simply  discontinue 
the  eidiaafy  nae  of  theae  thinga.    He  believed  that  if  a  great  many  more  people 
vould  do  that,  it  could  do  nothing  but  good,  and  he  did  not  for  Ms  own  part  see 
vliat  eoBoeivable  harm  it  could  do.     He  ridiculed  the  idea  that  men  in  ordinary 
health,  that  any  young  man  under  seventy  years  of  i^;e — (laughter) — ^would  find  it 
a  samlice  if  othowise  convinced,  and  he  did  not  believe  any  of  them  cared  about 
ihe  sacrifice  if  he  saw  his  way  otherwise.    He  went  on  to  say,  that  he  thought  for 
theae  whcm^  health  would  admit  of  it,  it  would  be  an  extremely  good  thing  for  a  great 
KMixf  nfeOFD  of  them  to  x>ccnpy  the  position  he  did.    (Applause.)    He  wished  it  to  be 
jLanved  that  thia  waa  one  of  those  things  in  reference  to  which  it  was  of  the  greatest 
ODpertanoe  to  form  public  opinion,  to  embody  public  opinion  in  common  with  social 
habita  and  practices,  because  this  was  one  of  those  things  on  which  public  opinion 
lold  with  ezttaordlnaiy  force.    Even  class  opinion,  in  a  given  class  of  society,  told 
with  a  great  l€fte%,  and  if  they  could  get  the  public  opinion  on  the  side  of  temperance 
they  aaight  come  to  see  a  very  great  change  on  men's  practices  in  this  respect. 
(Applaaae.)     Men  would  Uien  begin  to  think  bow  to  get  rid  of  this  extraordinary 
ieadcBcy  to  an  insanity,  to  an  influence  which,  when  it  took  hold  of  them  with  a 
power  eSr  drinaion,  of  enslaving,  to  cany  them  down  the  hill,  to  bewitch  them  to 
their  mln,  aa  inexpreaaible  as  it  was  deplorable.     One  other  thing  the  report 
direeied  attention  to,  and  that  waa  public  action  on  temperance — ^he  meant  the  action 
of  law.    Kow,  in  regard  to  that,  he  had  just  to  say  he  did  not  believe  in  law  making 
men  aober,  but  he  did  believe  in  the  htw  regulating  the  temptations  by  which  men 
«re  made  dmnk.    (Laoghter  and  applause.)    There  could  be  no  question  on  thia 
pointy  for  the  law- already  took  cognisance  and  control  of  the  liquor  traffic.    The 
qoeation  waa  how  far  the  law  ahould  go,  and  how  it  should  be  made  most  efficient. 
Mr.  JUSBfi>  shipowner,  Ghisgow  (elder),  seconded  the  motion,  and  expressed; 
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amid  tome  appUute,  ike  hope  that  they  would  ere  long  see  raany  atMmen  saeh  u 
thai  recently  launched  on  the  Clyde,  in  which  no  intojdcating  Hqnon  are  aold.  It 
was  not  for  him  to  stand  there  and  aak  older  men  to  be  total  abatalnera,  bat  ai  an 
abstainer  of  five  yeara'  standing  he  ventnred  to  ask  the  yonnger  men  of  the  Assembly 
and  the  Chareh  to  consider  the  times  in  whl^h  they  liTod.  If  they  would  gire  ap 
the  loxary  of  wine  and  other  intoxicating  Uqaon,  he  was  eonrinced  they  woold 
inerease  their  infloence  for  good. 

Mr.  KIDSTOK,  of  Femiegair  (elder),  rose  and  said,— Moderator,  I  am  glad 
that  the  important  subject  of  tempemnce  has  been  brought  to-night  with  sach 
eleamess  and  vigour  before  the  Assembly,  and  specially  by  the  secretary,  the  Ber. 
D.  D.  Bannerman. 

During  the  past  ten  years  there  has  certainly  been  an  extraordinary  awakening 
of  interest  on  the  subject.  Although  the  extent  of  the  eril  was  always  more  or 
less  generally  admitted,  yet  for  a  long  time  it  did  not  receiTO  iho  attention  which 
it  demanded.  Fortunately  things  are  improving,  and  I  may  say  that  the  report 
recently  presented  by  the  House  of  Lords'  Committee  has  been  eagerly  looked  for 
by  the  whole  community ;  and  in  troth  no  state  paper  of  such  importance  to  the 
moral  and  material  interests  of  the  British  people  hss  been  issued  for  yean. 

It  is,  sir,  necessary  continuously  to  discuss  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  to 
insist  on  the  individual  and  national  ruin  which  must  result  from  the  exeeasive 
consumption  of  alcoholic  liqnori,  and  also  continually  to  refer  to  the  superabundant 
testimony  furnished  by  evidence  from  all  quarters  that  intemperance  still  prevails 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  Of  course,  the  great  practical  question  ia»  How  la  tko 
evil  to  be  remedied  ? 

It  is  a  common  but  completely  inaccurate  saying,  that  "you  cannot  cure  intem- 
perance by  Act  of  Parliament.'*  No  doubt  it  may  be  impossible  by  legislation  to 
create  that  habit  of  ssH-control  which  is  so  greet  a  safeguard  against  ozceia.  Bat 
it  is  clear  that  undue  temptations  to  drinking  have  been  practically  mnltiplied  hj 
Act  of  Parliament ;  and  it  is  equally  obvious  tliat  these  temptationa  may  be  dimi* 
ttished  by  amended  legislation. 

Certainly  one  of  the  causes  of  intemperance  is  the  exeeasive  number  of  iioeneed 
bouses ;  indeed,  the  number  in  existence  is  really  great  beyond  endurance ;  and 
even  while  making  use  of  the  plea  of  legiUmate  refreahment^  the  number  ahould  be 
reduced  to  one-half  their  present  amount' 

The  late  change  in  the  law,  which  makes  the  refusal  of  a  new  licence  in  the 
initiatory  Court  iGnal,  and  the  granting  of  new  houses  to  require  '<  confirmation,'* 
has  tended  to  keep  the  number  of  licenced  houses  stationary.  But  there  ia  not  the 
same  power  to  reduce  the  existing  number.  On  the  contraiy,  the  refuaal  of  an 
existing  licence  Is  subject  to  an  appeal ;  and  bcaidea  this,  there  ia  a  necessity  for  a 
complete  alteration  of  the  transfer  system.  Here  I  may  mention  that  there  ii  a 
cognate  question,  "  What  is  the  real  worth  of  the  claim  made  by  publicans  and  land- 
lonis  to  a  vested  Interest  1" 

It  seems  clear  that  the  letter  of  the  atatute  gives  no  support  to  auch  a  clsini» 
nor  could  such  a  privilege  be  properly  conferred  upon  any  one.  A  licence  is  issaed 
for  one  year,  and  the  statute  has  enacted  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  expires  and 
needs  a  renewal,  thus  providing  for  alteration  or  for  its  cancelment^  as  changing 
circumstances  may  demand. 

The  Scotch  Act  of  1862  defines  a  new  house  to  be  a  house  not  licenced  at  the 
time  of  making  such  application,  so  that  if  a  licence  happens  to  be  taken  away,  from 
a  conviction  or  any  other  cause,  and  comes  up  again  in  the  Court,  it  must  be  treated 
purely  as  a  new  house,  without  any  plea  of  vested  right.  This  liact  is  not  sufficiently 
attended  to  in  praclice. 

The  Lords'  Committee,  in  speaking  of  the  Permissive  Bill,  say  it  is  clear  that 
the  degree  of  prohibition  aimed  at  in  the  Bill,  extending,  as  it  does,  to  all  ssle  or 
disposal  of  liquors,  would  include  all  wholesale  as  well  aa  retail  dealings,  and  sales 
by  wine  merchants  as  well  as  by  grocers,  all  aales  also  in  refreshment  rooms  snd 
hotels  as  well  as  in  publichouses.  It  appeared  to  the  committee  that  Uiis  absolots 
prohibition  of  sale,  but  of  §aU  only,  of  alcoholic  liquors,  is  unsound  in  principle,  and 
likely  to  prove  in  practice  either  mischievous  or  inoperatiye.  The  term  "  Local 
Option,"  though  too  vague  a  description,  would  mean  a  difierent  thing  from  the 
Permissive  Bill,  and  woold  signify  that  in  some  popular  form  a  decisloa  would  be 
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gifOiy  eitlier  Ua  a  greater  number,  the  tame  number,  or  a  amaller  number,  aeoord- 
io^  (0  aBj^ndation  or  modified  plan  of  gradual  redaction,  but  does  not  cay  whether 
Liiis  ihoold  arise  from  the  operation  of  a  popularly  elected  licencing  boacd,  or  a 
definite  iastroetion  by  popular  vote  to  the  existing  licencing  authoriUet.  The 
diiScalty  connected  vith  an  elected  licencing  board  Is  the  want  of  a  confirming 
lothoritj.  For  mj  own  part,  I  rather  favour  the  opinion  that  an  earlier  hoar  for 
dotiig  licenced  booaee — which  public  opinion  now  demaade — should  be  fixed  by 
itatate,  and  that  tbe  number  and  size  of  booaea  should  be  fixed  by  statute  also,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  iuhabitanta  in  each  place.  I  may  here  notice  the  great 
icmpcruice  refonn  to  be  accomplished  in  England  is  an  £oglish  Sonday  Gloaiug 
itXf  sad  this  should  be  accompanied  by  a  more  efficient  method  of  intptcling 
L-tseed  houses. 

The  Lords*  Committee  recommended  an  increased  taxation  upon  pablic-honses,  to 
u«e  in  proportion  to  the  rental,  which  would  be  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

la  regard  to  remedial  measures,  the  Assembly's  Committee's  Report  refera  to 
vork  deae  by  Presbyteriea  and  Se^sionB.  The  ciieolar  sent  to  Presbyteries  was 
toj  foil  snd  complete,  and  the  answers  were  interesting.  In  regard  to  the  impor-* 
U!;t  object  of  creating  a  sound  public  opinion  in  the  land,  which  is  so  needful,  the 
(leacUag  of  800  or  more  sermons  on  the  subject  of  temperanoe  at  the  close  of  each 
7or,  iadependent  of  occasional  references  from  the  pulpit,  are  calculated  to  assisb 
in  ihii  aeeessarj  work.  In  regard  te  remedial  meaaures  we  are  much  indebted  to 
ihc  UboniB  of  Temperance  and  Abstinence  Societies,  whose  zealous  efforts  must  lead 
to  Boeu  good  fruit. 

If  I  bire  not  already  trespassed  too  far  on  the  attention  of  the  House,  I  would 

Me  to  mention  two  things  which  are  sources  of  mischief,  as  contrasted  with  two 

et^nfiom  wbicb  benefit  may  be  and  is  derived.    Railway  refreshment  rooms  are 

ffipuiicd  on  a  reprehensible  footing;   unintoxicatiog  refreshments  are  in  these 

plicei  grossly  oTcrcharged,  as  well  as  inferior  in  quality,  and  sre  moreover  distributed 

ia  I  Im,  loitering  manner,  as  if  tbey  did  not  care  for  such  orders,  in  comparison 

with  the  npid  and  dexterous  way  of  handing  oat  Intoxicating  drinks.     The  same 

rosark  ipplies  to  what  are  called  luncheon  bars.    The  two  beneficial  agencies  are, 

^^  lelf-sastaining  coffee  and  cocoa  palaces  and  public-hoases,  and  the  multiplicatioa 

ftf  bjdropathte  establishments,  which  are  successfully  coinpeting  with  hotels  where 

istozioLtiog  liqaors  are  sold. 

When,  notwithatanding  all  t&it  is  done  of  a  remedial  kind,  we  witness  the 
fpread  of  female  intemperance,  and  the  crime  and  pauperism  which  intemperance 
brinp  open  all  classes,  and  when  we  have  an  acute  consciousness  that  our  very 
eonmereial  prosperity  is  dependent  on  a  dlmination  of  these  evils,  we  come  at  last 
to  find  that  it  is  joat  the  "  old,  old  story,** — the  doiogi  of  a  fiend,  which  nothing  bat 
tiie  giiee  of  Ood  can  exorcise,  though  man  may  aid  the  remedial  work  by  imposing 
rotrietioa  and  proTiding  counter  attractions. 

I  hsTe  only  to  say,  in  concluding  these  few  remarks,  that  having  acted  as  Con- 
▼ner  of  the  Temperance  Committee  for  a  good  many  years,  1  find  it  now  desirable 
tiat  I  should  relinquish  the  post,  and  that  another  should  fill  my  place,  and  I  have 
&wh  plessure  in  proposing  that  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Bannerman  should  be  appointed 
cQflTener  in  my  stead. 

Mr.  MILLS,  Glasgow,  wished  to  show  where  this  matter  pinched  many.  Tbey 
loTCd  that  tbey  might  at  their  tables  be  an  wittingly  encouraging  some  in  habits 
vLicb,  though  not  dangerous  to  themselves,  might  prove  deadly  to  some  of  their 
gocits.  Xuy  had  been  saddened  by  some  discoveries  of  this  kind ;  and  they  have 
coodaded  that.  In  such  circumstances.  It  is  good  for  them  not  to  drink  wine,  lest 
thej  ahoold  thereby  make  their  brethren  to  offend.  They  are  fully  persuaded  thait 
ihey  STB  acting  in  the  apostolic  spirit^  and  they  cannot  believe  that  rational  Chris- 
uia  Ben  will  withhold  their  respect  from  that  position. 

Councillor  li'LACHLAK  said — Moderator,  at  the  risk  of  being  considered  in- 
^emperste  or  fanatic,  I  feel  constrained  to  give  expression  to  a  thought  that  occurs 
to  me  in  regard  to  this  report  Having  been  an  abstainer  for  twenty-eight  years,  and 
bring  had  eonsiderable  experience  in  the  formation  and  working  of  Temperance 
Socetiei,  I  consider  that  a  better  report,  in  one  respect  at  least,  might  have  been 
nhfflitted  to  this  Assembly.  The  psrt  of  the  report  I  refer  to  is  where  the  com. 
^itee  ask  the  Assembly  to  recommend  to  kirk-seseions  the  formation  of  Temper- 
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anoe  Sodeties  u&der  the  Bapftrintendenee  of  mioister  and  offiee-bearars.  I  do  not 
think  this  reoommondation  will  work  welL  Mr.  Bannorman  haa  told  na  that  perfect 
vnanimitj  prevailed  in  the  committee.  I  don't  know,  Moderator,  if  this  aheidd  be 
eonaldered  altogether  a  eanae  of  thankfiilneaa.  What  woold  be  theeflfoet,  may  I 
ask,  if  there  was  no  divendty  of  oidnion  in  oor  variooa  PresbyterieB,  or  in  Uiia 
Aaaembljl  According  to  mj  mind,  there  is  worse  things  sometimes  tiun  a  differ, 
once  of  opinion.  Mr.  Bannerman  told  as  of  the  case  of  a  woiklng  man,*eaming  £5 
per  fortnight,  who  fell  Into  drinking  habita,  and  who  was  rained  by  the  licenced 
grocer.  How  do  we  know  whether  the  aession  to  which  we  send  ihla  recoinmeBda- 
tion  does  not  oontain,  aa  one  of  ita  members,  the  licenced  grocer  that  rained  this 
working  man  f  I  do  not  moTo  an  amendment,  bnt  wonld  reapeetfally  anggest  to 
the  committee,  when  again  considering  their  report^  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  add,  after  "offloe-beiurers/'  the  words  <'  being  personid  abatainers,  and  willing  to 
undertake  such  saperintendence."  Were  this  agreed  to,  I  have  no  doubt  the  resolti 
woald  be  Tory  satis&otory. 

Principal  BAINT,  in  connection  with  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Kidston,  took 
eccaaion  to  propose  that  there  shonld  be  a  fitting  expression  of  the  long  and  diligeot 
senrices  Mr.  Kidston  had  rendered  on  this  committee. 

Mr.  BANNERMAN  also  testified  to  the  Yalue  of  Mr.  Kidston's  laboora,  and  the 
delireranoe  was  passed. 

FBOOLAKAnOH  09  BAHHB. 

Mr.  BO  BERT  HOWIE,  Glasgow,  laid  on  the  table  the  Report  of  the  Committee  oa 
Proclamation  of  Banns  (Appendix  No.  XXXV.)  It  stated :  Farther  experience  of  the 
operation  of  the  Marriage  Notice  (Scotland)  Act  has  confirmed  the  opinion  expreaed 
by  the  committee  in  their  report  to  last  General  Assembly  as  to  the  valae  and  import- 
ance of  the  proTiaiona  of  that  Act  for  secaring  by  a  registrar  publication  of  an  intcntioa 
of  marriage.  As  this  new  system  of  pablicatiou  is  so  well  fitted  to  prevent  clandestine 
marriages,  the  committee  regret  that  it  has  not  been  made  compnlsory.  The  per- 
mission giren  in  the  Act  to  make  use  of  the  system  of  proclamatioD  of  banns  in 
Established  Churches,  in  lieu  of  this  new  system  .of  pnblication  by  the  registrar, 
largely  neutralises  the  benefits  of  a  moral  kind  that  would  otherwise  have  been 
derived  from  the  operation  of  the  Act.  Had  the  officials  of  the  Established  Charch 
been  put  under  the  same  statutory  regulations  as  the  registrars,  the  altematiye  system 
might  possibly  have  been  tolerated,  iJthongh  even  then  it  would  hare  been  unwise 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  employ  two  sets  of  officials  to  do  the  same  worL 
When,  however,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  last  year,  "  the  officials  of  the  Establisbed 
Church  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  regulations  they  please  as  to  the  proclama- 
tion of  banns,  to  hurry  over  the  so-called  proclamation  on  a  single  Sabbath,  in  an 
empty  church,  or  even  in  the  churchyard,  and  to  issue  their  certificatea  without  aoj 
reference  to  the  disposal  of  objections  in  a  court  of  law,  it  is  plain  that  the  permis- 
aion  to  sabstitute  proclamation  of  banns  for  publication  by  the  regiatrar  can  only 
have  the  efieot  of  providing  facilitiea  for  contracting  illegal  and  improper  marriage^» 
such  as  would  not  exist  were  publication  by  the  registrar  made  imperative  on  all 
who  have  a  purpose  of  marriage.'*  Mr.  Howie  remarked  that  the  bachelors  ought 
to  be  thankful  for  the  efforts  of  the  committee  in  the  past,  and  that  these  efforts 
had  been  so  far  aucceasfuL  The  working  of  the  Marriage  Notice  Act  had  been  to 
a  large  extent  a  great  boon  to  the  country.  It  had  freed  them  from  the  obnoxious 
Bubjection  to  the  ordinances  of  another  Church,  and  it  had  enabled  them  to  hare 
the  legal  preliminary  of  marriage  at  much  more  reasonable  rates.  In  this  wsy  a 
quiet  Act  of  Dhiendowment  had  been  obtained,  something  like  £20,000  a  year 
having  been  lost  to  the  revenues  of  the  Established  Church.  He  urged^  however, 
that  the  Act  should  be  improved  by  having  ita  operation  compnlsory,  the  fees 
abolished  altogether,  and  that  special  provision  should  be  made  for  the  case  of  per- 
aona  contracting  marriage  in  Scotland  who  had  not  previously  resided  in  Scotlaad. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WALLACE,  Hamilton,  the  following  became  the  deliver 
ance  of  the  Assembly :  "  The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report^  and 
record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,-  and  especially  to  the  convener.  While 
grateful  for  the  benefits  secured  by  the  Marriage  Notice  (Scotland)  Act,  the  General 
Assembly  resolve  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons  to  make  compulsory  and  free 
of  charge  the  excellent  system  of  publication  by  a  register  of  an  intention  of  marriage 
therein  provided,  and  to  make  special  prorision  for  cases  where  one  of  the  peraooa 
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■in  Bootltad  hu  not  pvevionsljr  renikd  in  Scotland.  The 
6«iaal  Amtmhlj  nsppoiaft  the  Cdxdmttta*  to  prepane  jLlana  of  petition  to  be 
isteltled  10  A  fiftandiet  of  Atsetobtj^iiid  to*  take  whatever  steps  may  be  neoeftsary 
fer  teeorinftthe  AnegoiBg'  amendmeiit  of  the  exiating  law ;  it  being  always  under- 
Moo4  tkai  the  dUfttemt  Chnrehea  be  iree  iu  'they  no v  are,  and  iunre  always  been,  to 
■ska  whatever  additional  amngementa  they  may^  deem  necessary  for  their  own 
BesdMn  aad  adherenta*" 

Mr.  M«MiCKIKG,  Halonabiirgh  Xelder)»  said  the  Tie#  had  been  stated  that  the 
Ottot,  m  saeh,  had  to  do  still  with  maniage,  as  in  the  good  old  days  of  Poper^,  a 
tpAtm  whfeh-  some  of  their  friends  wanted  to  keep  as  moefa  as  possible  in  these 
■odoB  tineB.  Bat  aoose  of  them  held  that  when  the  State  Charch  gave  intimation 
«f  taiataUieii  to  marry  they  simply  ]^rformed  aeivil  duty  laid  open  them  by  the 
Siw  (hssr,  h«ar)^iHi  aa  nsoch  hs  it  ^as  atill  laid  in  regard  to  eharehea  and 
nnnsi%aad  how  mnch  the  whole  eommanity  had  to  pay  for  that  building  or  repair- 
ifl^of  new  manseaor  ehnrehea.  That  eertidnly  waa  not  a  religious  act»  but  a  eiTil 
(itty  isid  vpon  the  Chnroh  as  part  of  the  doty  it  had  to  fulfil  in  consideration  of  the 
&isli  owluMnfts  it  veeeived.  (Applause.)  They  were  disposed  to  hold  that  the 
pndsaalion  of  banaa  waa  somewhat  analogooa  to  that^  and  therefore  they  rejoiced 
tktthsir  Bstahliahed  £rienda  were  now  to  aome  extent,  though  not  completely,  free 
fnm  thst  obligation,  and  they  would  like  to  see  them  entirely  free  for  their  own 
•ako,  lad  jostico  to  the  whole  community  dispensed.  He  'l>elieYed  aome  of  their 
ansoies  forgot  that  marriage  waa  not  an  ordinance  of  grace ;  some  of  their  friends 
MigkibiMrpriaed  to  hear  of  a  Christian  missionary  who  married  a  couple  who  were 
ftigsM,  Ihat  happened  last  year  in  Japan,  and  some  of  their  ministers  who  seemed 
m  ftietiflig  about  Popiah  marriages  should  go  to  J^»an,  and  take  lessons  from  such 
eeldMstinia  of  marrisge  there.    (Laughter.) 

Ae  Assembly  then  adjourned,  to  meet  next'  day  at  ten   o'clock ;  whereof 
TB^  intimation  ii&Ting  been  glyen,  the  sederunt  wsa  closed  with  prayer. 
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Tbe  General  Aabembly  did  again  conyene,  and  was  constituted  with  dcTotional 
eieidses. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sederunt  were  read  and  approyed  of. 

Tiw  Assembly  added  the  following  members  to  the  Committee  on  the  Society 
for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge  : — Hey.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh :  Mr.  F. 
Blovo-Dooglaa,  Mr.  F.  Edmoud,  Mr.  YT.  Ferguson,  Mr.  W.  Henderson. 

CA0B  OF  FBOFKBSOB  SMXTH, 

The  Assembly  took  up  Dissent  and  Complaint,  and  Proteat  and  Appeal  againat 
the  JQi^ent  of  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  affirming  a  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen,  by  which  they  resolved  to  sist  procedure  and  transmit  to  the  Assembly  a 
Bepert  on  Professor  'Smith's  ease. 

The  papers  in  the  case  haying  passed  through  the  Committee  on  Bills,. and  being 
prifited  and  in  the  hands  of  members, 

Puties  were  called,  when  there  appeared — ^For  the  protesters  and  dissentients, 
Hetirs.  Smith,  Mnzdooh,  and  Masson,  miniaters ;  and  Mr.  D.  Mitchell,  elder ;  for 
the  Syood  and  Presbytery,  Professor  Salmond,  and  Messrs.  NicoDy  Miller,  Suther- 
laad,  aad  lyeraeh,  miniaters. 

The  Assembly  resolyed  to  giye  an  opportunity  to  Professor  Smith  of  being  heard 
at  the  bar. 

Sir  HSN BY  MONCBEIFF  said  it  waa  important  that  they  should  look  care- 
faUy  at  the  manner  in  which  the  case  came  up.  It  came  up  1^^  dissent  and  com- 
plaiat  agahiBt  the  Judgmoat  of  the  Synod.  The  judgment  of  the  Synod  confirmed 
(he  Pnsbyteiy's  Jodgment^  which  waa  in  these  terms  i^*'  That  the  Presbytery,  con- 
tt^ng  die  new  matter  that  has  emerged,  and  the  new  questions  in  law  raised  by 
l^refeaser  Ssiith,  and  finding  that  these  are  qnesUona  that  must  be  abjudicated  on 
I>rior  to  jadgmenty  while  it  is  not  dearly  within  the  proyince  of  the  Presbytery, 
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under  their  prasent  iiiBtnietioDi,  to  daal  with  iheie,  reiolre  now  to  tiit  pioceduw 
and  report  tho  eue  to  the  soperior  eoart"  The  motion  wu  eftriied  allenrardt  in 
the  Synod,  by  the  Synod  aiBrming  the  Judgment  of  the  Preeliytery»  reoeifing  the 
report  and  transmitting  it  to  the  Assembly^  There  was  a  protest  and  appeal  agsimt 
that  jadgment  on  the  part  of  Mr.  DaTid  Mitchell^  and  the  dissent  and  eomphSat  of 
Mr.  if  ordoeh  and  others.  Tliat  was  the  state  in  whioh  the  ease  esme  op,  Tia,  by 
dissent  and  eomplaint  against  the  condnet  of  the  Synod  in  affirming  the  action  of 
the  Presbytety,  and  adopting  the  jadgment  wMeh  they  did.  The  question  of  com- 
peteney  was  the  qoesUon  aa  to  the  aetion  of  the  Presbytery  sisting  proeednre  on  the 
groand  which  they  gare  for  it  No  doubt  it  inTolred,  at  the  same  time,  the  qnestioa 
of  a  plea  by  Professor  Smith,  becanse  it  was  on  the  ground  of  that  plea  that  the 
Presbytery  proceeded  strictly  and  in  fonn.  Professor  Smith  was  not  a  party  in  the 
case  as  it  stood,  at  least  until  they  first  deeided  the  eompetemqr  of  the  Piesbyteiy'ft 
proeednre.  If  the  Auembly  found  that  was  eompetont,  that^  of  ooune,  brought  in 
Professor  Smith  and  his  plea,  but  he  thought  the  Assembly-— though  in  point  of 
form  it  would  not  be  ezaoUy  the  thing — should  allow,  ex  ffnUia,  Profesoor  Smith  to 
be  heard  about  tiiis  matter  of  the  case  at  this  stage,  beawse  he  might  be  shot  out 
from  being  heard  at  all  if  they  found  the  Presbytery's  procedure  to  be  not  com- 
petent. He  thought  it  would  not  conduce  to  just  action  if  he  was  not  heaid  at  sll. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  RENNT,  Wick,  aaked  if  Professor  Smith  was  to  be  a  party  V-did  he  stiad 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Synod  1  Were  they  to  discuss  to-day,  when  heariiur 
parties,  not  only  the  oompeteney,  but  Professor  Smith's  plea  1  If  the  Professor  had 
no  standing  there,  aa  a  party  coming  up  with  a  dissent  and  compl^nt  for  the 
Synod,--if  he  was  not  a  party  there,  and  if,  ex  gratia,  they  allowed  him  at  thii 
stage,  why  could  they  not  hear  him  when  they  came  to  the  merita  joai  aa  well  u 
now!  They  should  discuss  the  first  point  of  competenoy,  and  hear  the  proper 
parties  on  that  point ;  and  then  when  the  question  on  the  merits  came  up,  they 
should  hear  what  Professor  Smith  had  to  say. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCKBIFF— In  point  of  form,  I  would  like  to  ask  our  friesd 
what  he  means  by  the  merits  1    (Laughter.) 

Mr  BE19NY— The  merits  of  the  plea. 

Sir  HENRY— The  meriU  of  the  plea  I  But  you  will  obserre,  if  the  Assembly 
decides  against  the  competency  of  the  Presbytery's  procedure,  that  will  shut  out 
all  reference  to  the  plea. 

Mr.  BENNY — Will  it  not  depend  upon  the  question  whether  the  plea  cannot 
come  in  under  probation  ? 

Sir  HENRY — The  plea-in-1aw  cannot  come  under  probaUon*  There  are  state- 
meuts  in  the  answer  along  with  the  plea  which  may  well  come  under  probation. 

Professor  MACOREGOR  said  he  understood  it  to  be  the  intention  of  Sir 
Henry's  suggestion  that  they  should  give,  as  far  aa  they  could,  full  liberty  to  Pro- 
fessor Smith  of  uttering  his  Tiews  at  both  stages.  Did  Sir  Heniy  and  other  men  of 
afiatrs  think  it  possible  that  any  question  of  to-day  might  exclade  Professor  Smith 
speaking  on  Thursday,  when  the  Assembly,  he  anderst(Md,  would  Imve  to  determine 
the  question  what  was  to  be  done  t 

Sir  HENRY— t  do  not  think  Profeuor  Smith  can  be  excluded  from  apeaking  ob 
Thursday.    (Applause.) 

In  answer  to  Professor  S ALMOND,  Aberdeen, 

Sir  HENRY  MONCRBIFF  thought  it  was  rery  manifest^  if  they  snaUined  the 
oompeteney  of  the  Presbytery's  proeednre  in  reporUng  the  matter  to  the  Assembly, 
that  then  the  Presbytery  and  Synod  would  not  be  parties  in  Judgment  of  the  pies. 
They  would  be  entitled  to  be  members  of  the  House.  The  first  question  must  be 
the  competency  of  the  Presbytery's  own  procedure;  and  if  Profeasor  Smith  was 
heard,  ex  grtUia,  at  that  stage,  the  Presbytery,  of  course,  were  still  parties. 

Principal  RAINY  aaid  it  appeared  to  him  the  real  substanee  of  the  aiatter  was 
this,  that  the  Assembly  could  not  exclude  the  possibility — he  did  not  say  oertainty, 
but  the  possibility — that  in  disposing  of  the  competency  and  propriety  of  the  Pres- 
bytery's proeeedings,  some  view  of  the  competency  of  the  plea  might  bo  present  te 
the  minds  of  members.  They  oonld  not  exclude  that  They  might  wiah  to  mskc 
that  diatinction,  but  they  could  not  exclude  the  possibility  of  some  view  of  the  eom- 
peteney  of  the  plea  being  present  to  the  minds  of  memben  in  deciding  upon  the 
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propriety  df  ik«  Presbytery*!  proeeeding,  end  therefore  to  evoid  injnetiee  to  Pro- 
toMT  Smitii,  it  wms  irell  thai  ererythiBg  be  bad  to  say  on  that  sobjeet  sboold  be 
pressBt  to  tbcir  mind,  as  it  was  present  to  the  mind  of  the  Presbytery  who  heard 
kim ;  sad  tbeivfore  that  be  should  be  allowed  to  sist  himself,  and  thas  pot  themseWea 
fai  pMMSsioB,  as  the  Presbytery  was  in  possession,  of  it  before  they  proceeded  to  jndg« 
of  tke  propriety  of  the  Presbytery's  proceedinga. 

Pkrtiee  were  then  ealled  to  the  bar.  For  the  dissentients  there  appeared  Mr. 
Jkrid  Mitchell,  Aberdeen  ;  Mr.  Smith,  Tarland  ;  Mr.  Murdoch,  and  Mr.  Masson  ; 
lad  for  the  Synod's  finding,  Professor  Salmond,  Mr.  Nicol),  Olnny ;  Mr.  Miller,  Mr. 
Setherisad,  and  Mr.  Irerach. 

Pnfessor  SMITH,  haring  been  called  to  appear,  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
tktt  he  waa  called  to  the  bar  ex  gratia,  or  that  he  might,  if  arguments  were  adranced 
Iff  the  dissentients  which  affeeted  his  personal  interests  in  the  case,  hare  the  right 
•f  ttiwering  them  1  He  did  not  desire  to  be  admitted  ex  gratia,  but  only  in  defence 
•f  iseh  ef  hie  rights  aa  might  be  attacked. 

Sir  HENRY  MOKCHfilFP  said  he  thought  it  was  impossible  in  the  form  in  which 
tbe  case  easse  np  to  recognise  Professor  Smith  as  having  a  right,  because,  looking  at 
tbeieeord,  they  fonnd  that  there  was  an  appeal  by  Professor  Smith  at  an  early  stage, 
vMch  would  hare  giren  him  a  full  right  to  appear.  But  that  appeal  had  been  fallen 
freBjUd  the  other  appeals  were  fallen  from,  and  the  Presbytery,  in  resolring  to 
ivipneedare,  did  thAt  of  their  own  accord.  The  dissent  was  against  the  proceed- 
hf  «f  the  Presbytery,  and  in  that  form  it  was  impossible  to  say  that  Professor 
Sfldih  hil  the  right  to  appear.  They  might  admit  that  he  had  a  moral  right,  and 
thtt  it  vosld  l>e  a  reasonable  thing  to  hear  him. 

Aetesor  SMITH  said  it  was  perfectly  true  that  this  was  a  dissent  and  appeal 
igant  eertain  thin^  being  considered  regarding  relevancy  before  the  serring.  He 
idnitted  that  be  h&d  withdrawn  his  appeal,  but  the  moment  he  withdrew  his  dissent, 
tkae  who  objected  to  competency  of  his  plea  withdrew  all  their  dissents  bearing 
Bpoa  that — thai  waa,  he  withdrew  his  appeal  on  the  distinct  understanding,  both  of 
tbe  minority  and  of  the  minority  in  the  Presbytery,  that  his  plea  was  no  longer 
objected  to  as  incompetent,  and  that  somehow  or  other  it  would  come  up  on  its 
meritfl.  If  he  were  excluded  from  being  heard  of  right,  then  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
•Moved,  es  gratia,  a  hearing,  but  he  submitted  he  had  both  a  moral  and  a  legal 
right 

Sir  H1S17RY  UOKCBEIFF  haying  reiterated  his  opinion  of  the  position  of  the 
esM  u  now  before  the  Assembly,  said  he  thought  ihe  reasonable  thing  would  be 
ihat  the  Assembly  should  recognise  the  moral  right  of  Professor  Smith  to  bo  heard, 
aad  that  the  Professor  should  be  allowed  to  speak  on  that  moral  right 

Principal  RAIKY  said  it  was  perhaps  natural  enough  that  Professor  Smith 
Bight  not  want  to  be  heard  fxgraHa,  because  that  might  appear  to  be  receiring  a 
fiToor  which  be  did  not  wish.  He  thought  they  might  put  it  in  this  way— That  the 
Afisembly,  looking*  to  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case,  think  that  Professor 
Smith  "  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be  heard."  (Laughter.)  That  implied  that  they 
a«  a  strong  moral  reason  why  thst  should  be.  Of  course,  they  would  not  force 
Frofessor  Smith  to  accept  this  if  he  did  not  think  it  for  his  interest 

Sir  HENKT  MOKORBIFF— That  "  ought "  does  not  cover  the  case. 

Prefessor  SMITH  said  this  did  not  settle  the  question.  Sir  Henry  bad  just 
f tiled  his  opinion  of  how  parties  stood,  and  that  not  as  a  party  or  a  Judge.  Ho 
Sealed  that  Sir  Henry  had  put  the  position  accurately. 

Sir  H  .MOliTCBBIFF  said  that  anybody  who  looked  at  the  papers  in  the  ease 
voeld  see  that  the  ground  of  the  appeal  was,  that  there  was  nothing  that  prevented 
the  Presbytery  from  going  on. 

Professor  SMITH  said  that  his  contention  was,  that,  the  appeal  being  right,  it 
eo^t  to  come  up  at  the  time.  He  could  not  stand  there  to  plead  if  tbe  clerk  or 
aar  officer  of  the  court  was  allowed  to  put  his  interpretation  on  the  papers,  aind 
10  relate  the  procedure.     (Applause.) 

Sir  H.  HONCBBIFF  said  this  was  a  very  serious  matter.  Some  persons  were 
parties  in  this  case,  and  they  did  not  ISnd  that  Profeuor  Smith  was  a  party  in  it — 
(bear,  hear) — while  they  found  clearly  that  the  dissent  and  complaint  came  up  upon 
the  footing  that  the  Presbytery  had  no  ground  or  cause  for  sisting  procedure  aird 
reporting ;  and  therefore,  of  course,  everybody  must  see  what  was  the  inference  froaa 
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that.  The  qaeBtion  was  only  thU— -Was  Pr4>fe8M>r  SmiUi,  ia  point  of  faet»  a  party 
aeo<»diDg  to  the  record  1    He  (Sir  Heiu7)  maintained  that  he  was  not,  (Applause.) 

Profeaaor  MACOaEGOB- wanted  to^know  whether  ft  woald  be  a  proper  praeeod- 
ing  for  the  Assembly  to  express  iU  wiilingnesa  that  Professor  Smith  should  hi  his 
place  take  any  part  he  thooght  right!  and  whether  Professor  Smith  would  reckoa 
It  oppressive  to  be  requested  to  aet  on  the  view  anggested  by  Principal  Bainy } 

Sir  HEKBY  MONCRBIFP  explained  that  he  was  not  speaking  as  Clerk  of  tbe 
Assembly  on  this  matter  at  all.    He  was  spiking  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  fiDHOND,  Kingswells,  proposed  that  as  the  Presbyteiy  weie  of  this 
opinion,  they  should  in  the  circumstances  agree  that  Professor  Smith  ought  to  be 
heard. 

Sir  HBKBT  KONCBEIFF  said  that  mnpt  be  preceded  by  a  record  of  who  the 
parties  were  at  the  bar.  The  Assembly  might  giro  it  as  their  opinion  that  Pro- 
fessor Smith  ought  to  be  heard,  because  that  would  carry  nothing  in  point  or  form. 
Did  the  Assembly  agree  to  that  1  (Cries  of  "  Agreed.**)  It  was  for  the  Assembly 
to  say  whether  Professor  Smith  or  the  dissentients  should  open  the  case.  The 
general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  the  dissentients  should  be  heard  first  (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  KODBRATOB  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Itoose  to  the  grarity 
with  which  they  were  called  upon  to  deal  with  this  question.  He  did  not  refer 
merely  to  gravity  in  the  thought  and  mind  and  speech  on  the  part  of  those  who 
took  anything  to  do  with  it :  he  thought  also  that  those  who  were  permitted  to 
be  present  and  hear  the  discussion  should  feel  that  a  corresponding  gravity  ought 
to  be  manifested  by  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  quite  certain  that  aothlng  hid 
contributed  to  do  greater  injury  in  the  past,  and  to  give  an  appearance  of  bias  to 
those  who  led  the  debate,  than  the  manifestations  that  had  been  given;  and— 
though  of  course  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  House — ^he  did  feel,  and  he  was  per- 
Buaded  the  House  felt  along  with  liim — (hear,  hear) — tliat  it  was  not  for  tlie  interest 
of  any  one  party,  or  for  the  right  conducting  of  the  case  before  the  Christian  world, 
that  such  manifestaUons  should  be  giren.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  HBNBY  MONCBBIFF  Remarked  from  the  bsr  that  Mr.  Mitchell  wanted 
to  know  how  many  speeches  should  be  allowed.  Can  any  one  teU  him  thati 
(Laughter.) 

Principal  BAINT  said  that,  of  course,  there  was  a  right  to  one  speech  only,  and 
a  reply  on  the  side  of  the  bar  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  the  other  side  had  the  right  of 
two  speeches,  and  Professor  Smith  a  separate  speech. 

Mr.  DAYID  MITCHELL  (elder),  Aberdeen,  in  opening  the  case,  said  be  ap- 
peared in  support  of  the  appeal  by  the  minority  of  the  Presbytery,  against  the 
resolution  of  the  Presbytery  to  sist  procedure  and  to  report,  which  had  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Synod,  and  was  then  before  the  Assembly.  To  the  report  itself  he 
should  afterwards  advert.  It  arose  out  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Presbytery,  under 
the  deliTerance  of  last  Assembly,  instructing  the  Presbytery  to  take  certain  stepa  in 

the  case. 

The  substance  of  the  Auembly'a  instructions  was — 1st,  to .  meet  and  take  im- 
mediate steps  for  serring  the  libel;  2d,  in  the  event  of  their  finding  the  libel 
proved,  to  suspend  the  accused;  and  3d,  to  reserve  final  judgment  for  that  Assembly. 
Such  were  the  instructions  out  of  which  the  present  report  then  before  the  Assembly 
arose.  The  first  question  thus  was — Whether  these  instructions  had  been  carried 
out  by  the  Presbytery  or  noti  and  to  that  question  he  should  humbly  attempt  to 
give  an  answer,  which  must  necessarily  be  one  very  much  of  procedure. 

With  the  Moderator's  and  the  Auembly's  indulgence,  Mr.  Mitchell  proposed  :— 
I.  To  give  a  short  history  of  the  procedure  since  last  Assembly.  IL  To  attempt  to 
answer  the  important  constitutional  pie*  that  had  emerged  in  the  coarse  of  the  pro- 
cedure, to  the  efiect  that  it  was  competent  for  one  Assembly  to  review  and  reverie 
the  decision  of  a  former  Assembly ;  and  III.  To  deal  with  the  two  grounda  of  the 
report — ^new  matter  and  new  pleas — with  the  view  of  maintaining  that  as  those  new 
pleaa  related  to  relevancy,  it  was  incompetent  at  this  stage  to  re-open  the  question 
of  relevancy. 

1.  With  reference  to  the  history  of  the  procedure,  Mr.  Mitchell  said  the  Presby- 
tery, in  implement  of  the  instructions  of  last  Aasembly,  met  on  let  July  last,  aud 
took  up  laft  Assembly's  deliverance.    Thereupon  Professor  Smith  craved  to  be 
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•lltfTCd  U  imdf  uai  bj  axaioliitioik  of  the  Pretbyterj  wai  allowed  to  read,  a  plea  in 
Uw  eUaivg  to  bo  heard  on  the  reloTaney;  from  which  reaolation  the  minority 
dinented,  and  oomplainod  on  tiie  *gionnd  of  tho  rolovanc;  having  been  already 
decided,  and  of  Hm  ineonaiBUnogr  with  the  Aaaembly'a  instractions.  Next,  Professor 
8aith  lenderad  a  paper,  titlod  «*  Answer  to  the  Amended  Libel,"  and  by  a  resolation 
of  Pnibjfteiy  it  waa  xaaolTod  to  reoord  hia  formor  plea,  and  to  receive  the  anawera  aa 
pipen  ia  the  eule.  From  thia  leaolatlon  tho  minority  dissented,  and  complained 
•a  the  gronnd  thai  these  papeta  le^penod  the  qnestion  of  relevancy  previonsly 
dedded,  and  that  it  waa  piematoro  to  allow  anawera  to  a  libel  that  had  not  been 
MiTfd.  Mr.  HUehell  aald  tho  Aaaembly  wonld  notiee  that  there  was  here  a  judicial 
aofritf  In  thna  allowing  a  plea .  against  a  libel  and  answers  to  a  libel  to  be  received 
Uhn  the  libel  waa  aatved.  Thereafter  the  Preabyteiy  resolved,  aa  ordered  by  the 
Aaesihly,  to  prooood  to  aervo  the  libel,  bnt  without  prejudice  to  the  pleas  in  law 
ilviaeed  by  Profisaaor  Smith.  From  this  resolation,  on  aeconnt  of  the  reservation 
of  ihtM  pleas  aa  inconaisteint  with  the  Assembly's  instructions,  tho  minority  dis- 
aeatcd  sad  complained.  Professor  Smith,  alihough  he  had  made  no  contrary 
Bottoa^  as  waa  pointed  ont  in  the  Synod  by  Mr«  James  Smith,  of  Tarland,  waa 
imgsUriy  allowed  to  diaaent  and  complain  against  the  resolation  to  serve  the  libel, 
wit^t  a  jodgmont  oa  tho  rslevaney.  Next»  the  Presbytery  autlienticated  the 
libd,  ssd  Fwfftssor  Smith  aeoepted  aervioo  subjoet  to  hk  dissent  and  appeal.  Such 
vH  tte  f est  day'a  proeeedings,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  said  ho  should  then  pass  on  to  tho 
fraaoibga  of  tho  next  mooting  of  Preaby tery. 

lU  heabytery  aext  met  on  2d  SeptenU»er  last    In  the  interval  betwixt  that 

nd  tk»  ftimer  mootini^  tho  minority  had  adviaed  about  their  oomplalnta  against 

Uefffimiaaiy.roaolaliona  before  narrated;  and  while  remaining  of  the  same  mind 

is  Rprd  to  than,  they  had  oomo  to  tho  conolnaion  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  take 

■P  thi  tisie  of  thnt  Aaaembly  debating  them,  and  had  resolved  to  fall  from  their 

coaplsiau  againat  them. .  Before,  however,  the  minority  had  had  an  opportnnity  of 

ddsg  81^  Pfofeaaor  Smith  proposed  the  mntoal  abandonment  of  their  and  his  com- 

pliiats,  to  permit  the  case  to  bo  proeeeded  with,  and  this  proposal  waa  agreed  to  on 

ike  ptmui  stated.    Although  thia  propoaal  waa  made  in  the  hearing  of  the  Presby- 

Icry,  not  ono  of  tho  minority  gave  any  hint  that  they  did  not  intend  to  proceed  with 

the  essi^  and  some  of  the  minority  felt  aggrieved  at  this,  when  the  proposal  was 

lude  to  sist  proeednie.    As,  however,  the  minority  had  previously  resolved  to 

ibttidon  their  eomplainta,  although  the  proposal  had  not  been  made,  the  result  in 

either  ense  wonld  have  been  the  aamo.    Thus,  then,  these  preliminary  resolutions 

sow  came  beforo  tho  Assembly  aa  part  of  the  Preabyterya  proeednro  dissented  from 

bj  (lie  minority  but  not  kept  open  hj  oomplaints. 

The  dissent  lenudned  againat  every  ono  of  them,  and  if  Professor  Smith  nnder- 
itood  that  they  gaTO  up  their  dissents*  from  them,  he  waa  mistaken ;  and  what  he 
voeld  snbmit  waa  this,  that  they  were  all  ao  irregolar  and  so  contrary  to  the  instruc- 
ti<ns  of  tho  Assembly,  that  they  really  required  no  complaint  to  keep  them  open. 
The  Preabyteiy  aven«d  that  all  they  did  they  did  ministerially ;  but  he  should  like 
to  soe  the  aathority  within  the  inatnietions  which  they  had  for  receiving  all  these 
preliouBaiy  papers,  and  paaaing  all  these  preliminary  resolutions.  They  did  not 
r«qaire  to  eonph^  to  brisg  them  all  here.  If  .they  were  irregular  proceedings 
the  Assembly  oonld  take  np  of  itself  any  Inquiiy  into  the  question  whether  they 
did  or  did  not  implement  tlM  orders  of  the  Assembly. 

Keats  Professor  Smith  waa  called  to  the  bar,  and  heard  on  his  own  behalf  in  the 
estt.  Therealler  the  xeaohition  to  aiat  pmcedore  and  report  was  carried  in  opposi- 
ttos  to  a  eoonter  motion  to  proceed  to  probation.  I^rom  thia  resolution  this  minority 
diasiited  and  oomphUned^  but  Professor  Smith  took  no  appeal,  and,  strictly  speak- 
i&C>  had  BO  ataadbig  in  tho  diaenasion  raised  by  the  complaint  of  the  minority. 
Hr.  Mitchell  had  boon  aevend  timea  aakod  by  members  of  Assembly  whether  the 
•erriee  of  the  libel  was  a  legal  aesviee.  If  any  one  had  any  doubt,  so  far  as  his  view 
floeld  assist  themj  it  was  this : — ^According  to  their  own  aocount  the  Presbytery  were 
Mtiag  miniateriaUy,  and  to  act  miniaterially  waa  to  act  under  authority.  If  the 
Pretbytsij  had  no  anthority  to  inako  the  reaervation  stated,  it  was  vllra  viretf  and 
not  to  be  taken  into  aoeonnt.  The  act  of  serving  the  libel  was  in  terms  of  tho 
imtrsetioca^  bnt  making  tho  reservation  waa  beyond  the  instructions,  and  therefore 
f^re  nrta,  and  aiero  anrplnsage  in  the  minntes. 
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Profeasor  SMITH,  riung  to  ordor,  asked  if  it  was  eompetent  to  tako  adnmiafe 
of  ih«  protest  and  appeal,  in  order  to  raise  qneations  of  irngnlarity  in  the  proceed* 
inga  of  the  Presbytery  against  wbieh  Hr.  Mitehell  had  withdrawn  his  complaint  t 

Mr.  MITCHELL  said  they  were  aecastomed  to  have  thia  dene  in  the  l&ferior 
Coart.  (Hear,  hear,  and  hisses.)  Professor  Smith  haa  got  the  pilTiiege  of  being 
heard,  and  he  can  say  what  he  pleases,  but  I  beg  to  be  protected. 

Professor  SMITH— I  am  sUted  at  the  bar.    (dries  of  «<  Order.") 

Mr.  SCRYMQEOUR,  Qlasgow,  instated  on  having  an  answer  to  the  qa«ation 
whether  Mr.  Mitchell  waa  entitled  to  speak  on  anything  in  regard  to  wliioh  he  had 
not  complained )    He  submitted  that  Mr.  Mitehell  waa  entirely  out  of  order. 

Principal  RAINY  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  Mr.  Mitehell  was  apeaking  very 
widely.  The  Assembly  onght  to  keep  him  to  this — ^ihat  while  not  obJeetiBg  to  hie 
going  over  the  narratlre — and  the  more  briefly  that  eonU  be  done  the  better — ^bet 
the  argumenta  must  be  upon  the  point  whether,  when  the  Prsabyteiy  came  to  the 
point  at  which  the  complaint  arose,  they  were  then  right  or  wrong  in  aiatittg 
procedure. 

Mr.  MITCHRLL  said  that  he  was  just  coming  to  the  resolutions  themeeWes^ 
The  grounds  of  the  resolution  sisting  procedure  and  reporting  were  a»  follow, 
namely,  IsU  New  matter  that  had  emerged ;  2d.  New  queationa  In  Jew  which  Pro- 
feasor  Smith  had  raised ;  8d.  That  these  new  qaeationa  must  be  adjudicated  prior 
to  judgment ;  and  4th.  That  it  was  not  clearly  within  theproiince  of  the  Preebyteiy 
to  deal  with  the  questions  thus  raised.  Such  were  the  inanperable  difflcnltiee  whidi, 
according  to  the  report,  prerented  the  Prsabytery  from  obeying  the  inatrootione  of 
last  Assembly ;  but  when  there  was  an  unwilHngnesa  to  perform,  it  waa  eaay  to  find 
an  excuse.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.)  Upon  this  report  now  before  the  Anesnbly 
he  asked  to  be  permitted  to  make  three  general  resaaiks* 

First,  The  report  in  ita  oliject  and  design  was  a  repetition  of  e  referenee  Vfaich 
came  before  laat  Assembly.  The  object  of  that  reference  and  of  thia  report  waa 
the  same,  namely,  to  open  up  of  new  the  qneation  of  releiwiey.  Laat  Asaembly 
took  up  and  waa  prepared  to  diacnsa  the  reference  last  year,  but  when  ao  taken  op 
it  was  withdrawn.  Into  the  reasons  aaaigned  for  that  withdrawal,  Mr.  Mitehell  said 
he  should  not  take  up  time  by  entering,  further  than  to  remark,  that  whatevor  were 
the  motirea  for  so  doing,  the  effect  of  withdrawing  laat  year'a  reference,  and  ▼iftnnlly 
bringing  it  up  anew  thia  year,  had  been  rezatloaaly  to  retard  and  complicate  thia 
already  too  protracted  caae. 

Second,  With  referenoe  to  the  doubt  expressed  in  the  report  of  the  Preabytery'a 
power  to  deal  with  what  was  called  the  new  queationa  raiaed,  under  the  iiMtraetione 
of  last  Assembly,  it  seemed  to  him  unfortunate  that  a  similar  doubt  did  not  ooeor 
to  the  Presbytery  aa  to  their  power  to  reoeire  the  papers  that  raiaed  the  diiBenlty. 
They  had  just  aa  much  power  under  the  inatmetiona  to  deal  with  theae  pepera  aa 
to  receive  them.  They  atrongly  proteated  that  whaterer  they  did,  they  did 
miuisteriiUly,  but  he  (Mr.  Mitchell)  defied  them  to  point  out  any  authority  in  the 
instructions  to  receire  these  papera  any  more  than  to  deal  with  them.  (Applaoae.) 
They,  therefore,  did  not  recelTe  theae  papers  miidaterially,  but  judicially.  They 
first  created  a  difficulty,  and  then  made  it  an  excuse  for  their  own  dlsobedlenee. 

Third.  Although  not  formally  stated  in  the  report,  another  reason  for  atatlng 
procedure  referred  to  in  the  reaaona  of  eppeal,  anid  r&rj  strongly  niged  by  their 
friend  Professor  Salmond  in  the  Sjnod,  waa  the  eonacientieoa  oonTietioDa  of  the 
membera  of  Preabytery  forming  the  majority.  ProfeoiDr  Salmond  drew  a  dlstlnc- 
tion  between  the  order  to  aerve  the  libel,  and  the  order  to  proceed  to  prehation. 
He  said  the  one  was  imperatire,  while  to  the  other  e  eontlngeaey  waa  attached 
which  seemed  to  leare  a  certain  meaaare  of  diaeretion.  But  that  waa  a  inlatake. 
The  contingency  was  attached,  not  to  proeeeding  to  probation  (that  waa  Implied  and 
assumed),  but  to  the  result  of  probation,  whaib^  the  libel  shoold  or  shoold  not  be 
found  proTcd,  which  belonged  to  the  Presbytery  in  the  fint  Instance  to  determine. 
(Applause.)  They  were  aa  much  bonnd  to  proceed  to  probation  aa  to  aerwe  the 
libel.  But  Professor  Salmond  aigned  that^  to  hare  gone  e  aingle  atep  farther  than 
serving  the  libel,  would  hare  placed  the  Preabyteiy  In  a  pesiUen  of  attempting  to 
judge  upon  a  libel  which  they  held  to  be  irrelevant,  and  that  they  were  bound  to 
go  upon  their  own  conacientioua  conrictlona.  In  one  ef  the  coarta  below,  on  one 
occasion,  in  support  of  this  position,  there  were  referred  to  u  anthorities^  not  only 
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tbe  «Me  of  GilleipM  in  the  laTerkeithing  aettlement,  bul  the  rery  opposite  one  of 
the  SfczftUibogie  ministers ;  being,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  persuaded,  the  lini  time  in  a 
?fM  Choiek  JBdieatoiy  that  the  Stzftthbogie  minUtera  were  quoted  as  an  aathoritj. 
^AppIsBse,  and  cries  of  "  Order.**) 

Mr.  ITfiRACH,  Aberdeen— Aa I  hnve  a  speclnl  (cries of  "Order,"  which  pr». 
Tested  the  remainder  of  the  sentence  being  heard). 

Mr.  8CRTMGK0U&,  Glasgow,  insisted  on  Mr.  iFcrach  being  hoards 

Mr.  MITCHELL— I  did  not  name  Mr.  Irerach. 

Dr.  RAINY  said — ^Mr.  Mitchell  haa  referred  to  an  argoment  used  on  the  other 
iidt.  Anj  gentleaaa  who  thinks  his  argument  is  not  properly  reported  can  get 
gesUcnen  at  the  bar  on  the  other  aide  to  reply  to  Mr.  Mitchell.  (Hear,  hear.)  I 
wwld  sBggett^  bowerer,  thnt  the  less  we  have  of  references  to  what  was  said  in  the 
iiloior  eoorts,  and  the  more  we  keep  to  argument,  the  better. 

Hf.  MITCHELL  said  that  he  waa  not  the  proper  person  to  lay  down  the  doc« 

tnB«  of  conscience  to  that  Court,  nor  the  relatiTo  righta  of  conscience  as  between  our 

raprtBie  judicatory  and  members  of  inferior  judicatories.    His  friend  Mr.  James 

Sailh  of  Ttfland  had  disposed  of  this  plea  with  great  ability  in  the  Synod,  quoting 

&  punge  from  Dr.  ChaUners,  which  he  (Mr.  Mitchell)  would  not  steal  from  his 

fnetd.   (Laoghter.)     But  he  (Mr.  Mitchell)  took  leave  to  say  that,  to  giro  effect 

w  laehpleu  of  conscience  as  had  been  here  set  op,  would  lead  to  lawlessness  anddia- 

wdcr,  vkother  in  Church  or  State.    (Applause.)    In  the  courts  below  they  had  been 

{requBklj  reminded  that  our  supreme  judicatory  was  not  infallible^    No  one  erer 

au4  tbtit  waa  infallible,  although  that  was  a  very  unbecoming  style  of  speaking  of 

t^  mpmt  judicatory,  either  on  the  part  of  a  miniater  or  office-bearer.    The  best 

itnetfj,  hamtret,  foT  judicial  fallibUity  had  ever  been  held  to  be  roTiews  by  a 

gntiiAat  of  juddcaiories ;  but  OTcn  to   this  there  must  be  a  limit  somewhere. 

Aot  Bust  be  a  hig^hest,  though  not  an  infallible  tribunal ;  and  thoie  could  be  no 

nntij  after  the  hishea^  no  resort  after  the  laatb    (A  laugh.)    There  could  be  no 

SifRBe  coBil,  eiTii  or  eoeleaiastical,  if  inferior  judges  would,  on  the  ground  of 

iMr  cMsrientaoQB  oonnetions,  refuse  to  giro  effect  to  its  decisions.    Our  forms 

pnrided  sufficient  safeguards  for  indinduals.     They  could  exonerate  their  con- 

•eiesees  by  dissent  or  protest.    Br.  Buchanan,  in  the  **  Ten  Years'  Conflict,"  while 

tRMog  of  the  Inrerkeithing  settlement,  pointed  out  that  the  error  of  the  Cknerai 

iaeabUes  of  Insi  century  was  in  insisting  on  the  minority  to  act  when  there  was  a 

qaoroB,  to  do  what  waa  objected  to  without  them.    Mr.  Mitchell  said  he  was  sure 

(Ut  if  the  minority  of  the  Presbytery  had  allowed  the  minority  to  earry  out  the 

iaitnetions  of  Uie  Assembly,  that  the  Assembly  would  not  in  that  ease  hsTe  found 

halt  although  those  objecting  had  abatained  from  acting.    If,  howerer,  in  any  case, 

aeeafliet  alMuld  arise .  betwixt  the  authority  of  our  supreme  judicatory  and  indiri. 

4ial  auaiaters,  in  which  indiridual  ministers  felt  that  they  could  not  fulfil  their 

Mdiaation  tows,  they  were  not  tied  to  our  connection,  but  the  authority  of  our 

Sspreme  Court  mnat  be  upheld.     (Applause.) 

IL  Mc  Mitchell  now  came  to  the  iteand  branch  of  the  argument,  namely,  The 
Mapeteaqy  of  the  Assembly  going  back  on  the  deliTeranoea  of  fonner  Assemblies 
ud  reviewing  them.  Tills  argument  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  treat  unless  he 
<Mk  it  up  aa  U  waa  maintained  by  Professor  Salmond.  This  startling  plea,  that  it 
*u  competent  for  one  Aasembly  to  rcTiew  and  alter  the  decision  of  a  former 
Aiaeubly,  was  strongly  urged  in  the  Synod  upon  the  authority  of  a  section  under 
t^  title  "  Sentences  and  their  BeTiews,"  of  the  collections  of  Stuart  of  PardoTan, 
vhich  is  in  the  following  terms,  namely :  "  Where  the  party  neglects  to  use  the 
ordiasry  remedy  of  appeal,  he  ia  allowed  (where  the  sentence  is  positirely  grara- 
ahiooa)  to  pursue  a  renew  thereof  before  a  superior  judicatory.  They  are  like 
wdirtiens,  and  ought  to  be  so  libelled,  calling  the  parties  and  judge  to  produce  what 
ia  ctsTed,  to  be  reriewed.  They  are  not  much  in  use  with  us ;  and  if  they  were, 
MBS  sel£.wiUed  and  litigious  persons  would  take  too  much  encouragement  from  it. 
Aasemblics  from  which  there  lies  no  appeal  may  reyiew  or  reeall  their  own  sentences 
OS  Boase  new  or  eztraordinaiy  discoTory.  But  inferior  judicatories  from  which 
perties  nay  appeal  are  not  to  determine  but  to  refer  the  desired  review  or  reduction 
U»  their  superior  judicatory.  If  a  party  shall  omit  to  propone  a  competent  and 
ptoper  ddeaee,  with  a  fraudulent  and  Tczations  intention  to  protract  and  resume 
<ie)«ies,  in  that  case  lie  ought  not  to  be  heard  in  his  making  thereof  out  of  due  time 
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and  order.  Bat  to  hear  emerf^ent  and  new  diaeorered  defences  ainee  tbe  eonelation 
of  tlie  eaee  is  but  jast/*  When  Profeasor  Salmond  had  read  tUa  qaotation,  he 
irtnmphaiiUy  axolaimed,  <*  That  eoTen  the  whole  poaiUon  of  the  Preabytexy !  '* 
Mr.  Mitchell  had  the  greatest  respect  for  Professor  Salmond,  and  differed  from  him 
only,  with  reluctaaee ';  bnt  he  maintained  that  the  quotation  from  Pardovan  did  not 
coTer  any  part  of  the  Presbytery's  position. 

Mr.  Mitcli^  aftldibhat  one  way  of  obtaining  light  npon  the  procedure  indleated 
in  the  quotation  was  by  ascertaining  the  eircnmstances  under  which  Pardoran 
wrote,  and  the^'ond  he  had  in  riew.  In  his  preface  he  explained  botii:  with  refer- 
ence to  eireamstanceB,  thatthejadicatoriesof  the  Church  after  the  Rerolation  Settle- 
ment wove  in  wsnt<»f  fixed  rules  for  directing  their  proceedings,  In  consequence  of 
whieh>  many  aiiUlBters;-  old  and  young,  were  rery  ignonmt  in  regard  to  them ;  and 
that  his  object  in  preparing  his  work  was  to  supply  that  defect  He  fkriher 
eiqplained  that  he  thought  it  not  improper  to  add,  here  and  there,  hints  of  ciTil 
laws,  beoause  there  were  some  circumstances  concerning  gotemment  oommon  to 
the  Chkrch  and  human  societies.  And  if  any  one  would  read  through  PardoTso, 
he  should  find  that,  possibly  for  lack  of  any  ecclesiastical  'authority,  he  largely 
quoted  ciril  law,  and  took  the  procedure  of  the  Court  of  Session  for  hJa  mmiel, 
-*«  thing  whfeh  might  be  carried  too  far.  What  was  laid  down  in  the  section  of 
PardoTan*8  work  founded  on  seemed  to  be  derived  entirely  from  the  procedure  of 
actions  of  reduction  in  the  Court  of  Session.  We  thus  got  a  clue  to  the  sort  of 
review  which  Pardovan  had  then  in  view.  In  the  section  founded  on  he  said  the  le- 
views  there^  spolfien  of  were  like  teductions — that  is,  actions  of  reduction — and  ought 
to  be  so  libelledL  Accordingly,  with  the  civil  action  of  reduction  In  hts  eye,  and 
withpht  adducing  any  ecclesiastical  authority  whatever,  Pardovan  suggeated  that  in 
certain  extcaonilnary  eircumstances  an  action  of  reduction  might  be  raised  before  a 
snperibr  churelf  judicatory  (1)  for  review  of  the  sentence  of  an  inferior  judicatory, 
againat  which  the  party  had  neglected  the  ordinary  remedy  of  an  appeal ;  and  (2)  for 
reviewing  the  iseutence  of  an  Assembly  from  whidi  there  lay  no  appeaL 

lat.  Mk*.  Mitchell  maintained  that,  according  to  the  autliority  relied  on,  the 
review  attempted  in  the  present  case  had  been  begun  in  an  incompetent  judicatory. 
He  aaid  it  was  important  at  this  stage  to  ascertain  under  which  of  the  two  classei 
of  reviews  specified  by  Pardovan  the  review  of  the  sentence  here  in  question  most 
come.  It  did  not  come  under  the  former  class,  namely,  sentences  of  inferior  courts, 
against  which  the  party  had  neglected  the  ordiuaiy  remedy  of  an  appeal.  It  was 
the  latter  claas  under  which  the  present  case  must  come,  namely,  reviews  of  sen- 
tences of  Assemblies  frem  which  there  lay  no  appeal.  But  then  aa  these  Assemblies 
had  no  superior  judicatory,  being  dtemselves  supreme,  according  to  Pudovan,  ther 
were  themselves,  in  certain  extraordinary  circumstances,  to  review  or  recall  their 
own.  sentences.  Bnt  then  the  dictum  relied  on,  aa  to  referring  the  desired  review 
to  the  superior  judicatory,  and  according  to  which  the  present  reference  appctfed  to 
have  been  framed,  did  not  apply  to  this  secoild  class,  to  aentences  of  supreme 
courts  at  all;  it  applied  to  sentences  of  inferior  judicatories,  say  a  Presbytery,  of 
which  a  review  bad  been  raised  in  the  next  superior  court,  say  the  Synod ;  and  it 
was  that  review  which  the  Synod  was  not  to  determime,  but  to  refer  to  the  superior 
judicatoiy.  As,  however,  the  proceedings  for  the  reviews  of  sentences  of  Assemblies 
from  which  there  lay  no  appeal  were  to  take  place  before  these  Assemblies  them- 
selves,, there  could  be  no  review  of  the  sentence  of  a  supreme  court  before  an  inferior 
one,  nor  any  procedure  in  regard  thereto,  which  the  inferior  court  could  refer  to  the 
aupreme  court.  To  raise  in  any  form  a  review  of  the  sentence  of  a  supreme  court, 
as  was  attempted  in  the  present  case,  before  the  Presbytery,  and  for  the  Presbytery 
to  refer  it  to  the  Synod,  and  the  Synod  to  the  General  Assembly,  would  viokte  all 
judicial  principles,  and  insert  all  gradation  of  courts.  It  would  be  like  inverting  a 
cone,  and  setting  it  upon  its  apex  instead  of  its  base.    (Laughter.) 

2d«  Mr.  Mitchell  maintained  that,  according  to  the  authority  relied  on,  the  leriew 
here  attempted  was  raised  in  an  incompetent  form.  What  was  the  form  In  which, 
aeoording  to  Pardovan,  the  reviews  of  sentences  of  supreme  courts  might  be  made 
by  themselves)  Without  adducing  any  ecclesiastical  authority  whatever,  and  pro- 
bably with  a  civil  action  of  reduction  in  his  eye,  Pardovan  sidds-^^'The  form  was 
that  of  a  libel  calling  the  parties  and  judge  to  product:  the  sentence  sought  to  be 
reviewed.    Had  then  Professor  Smifh  adopted  this  neceBsaiy  fonn,  and  was  it  a 


TUESDAY,  MAY  25,  1880.— MB.  MITCHELL,  79 

ninriiflaia  thit  fona,  ihtX  the  iniiprior  Jadieatoi?  bad  lepoited  to  the  Auembly  t 
T»  theM  ^ettiona  Mr.  Mitchell  gnaw^rcid,  No  f  Pn>fe««or  Smith  had  Dot  raised  a^ 
xtdneUea  cnTing  (he  prodacti<Mi  of  the  dellTerance  of.  the  1878  Assemhlj,  that  it 
night  be  redneed  and  set  aaide.  In  the  Synod,  Professor  Smith  had  said  that  ha 
ihoald  not  hesita^  to  tiy  the  pToceaa  of  ceriew  and  reduction,  hat  that  it  waa  unne-' 
cnsuj,  and  that  he  woald  shew  them  a  more  constltntiOnal  way ;  whichi  howerer, 
ht  omitted  to  do^  Frofeasor  Smith  thna  differed  l^om  FardoTfo,  the  anthority* 
etbeiwite  relied  on,  bnt  adduced  no  other  authority ;  perhaps  thinking  that  in  ihU 
ontter,  to  «se  a  formnla  of  hia  own,  he  rather  than  PardoYan  Was  entitled  to  be 

U  Mr.  Mitchell  munt^ned. that  the  grounds  upon  whieh  a  review  of  the  18787 

AiKAUy's  delireianee  was  here  attempted,  were. not  the.gtonnda  laid  down:  by 

PardoTin  as  neeessaiy.    What  were  the  extraordinary  gronnde  upon  which  soptrem^ 

j^sdlestaiisB  mji^t  xenew  or  rteoall  their  OYn  senteneeaV .  The  grounds  aoeording  to 

FvdeTia  mu^t  be*-''  eome  new  or  extraordinary  discoFory  " — "  emergent  aftd  new 

ducofcred  defeneea  ainee  the  jconeUiaioA  of  the  cause;''    Sueh  were  what  the  grounde 

aiat  bei    Let  na  try  Professor  Smith'a  new  defences  by  these  'test4<    Do  his  new 

idmen  or  pleas  oonaiai,  to  use  Pardoran's  words,  of  some  new  or,  'Vextraordinaix 

dkeofsiy*— <<of  aorae  emergent  and  new  disoovered  defences,*' sinee  the  Aasembly'a 

^Tcnoes}    No,  they  do  not.    Xet  Professor; Smith's  own  words  answer..  Jn  the 

S]Md  U  said — ^<*The  aew  matter  he  was  able. to  put  forward,"  waa  "rather  the 

cieucE  ud  aimpler  atatemeAt  oXwhat  had  been  put  l]t)fere  the  Court  before^"  Thus»* 

t^  TnlHsor  &nitli  lUmself  being  witness,  hia  new  defences  consisted  of  old* 

dcfeMo^frerionsly  prepooed  be t  now  stated  in  a  cleaver  and  simpler  maiiner ;  thua 

t^  cot  under  the  catego^^of  defenees  proponed  and  repell^,  and  were  tJins; 

aeKiiiag  to  PardoFan,  incompetent  grounds  of  review. 

Wkile^  however,  Mr.  Mitchell  had  thua  examined  the  authority  of  Pardovan  so. 
•^ivBgly  mged  in  tJ&e  inferior  courts,  he  maintained  that  the  reviews  suggested  by 
FtrdoTsa  in  the  aeetioii  quoted  had  never  been  adopted  or  practised  by  the  Church 
of  Seotlaad*  He  thought  they  were  just  one  of  Pardovan's  hints'  of  citil  law 
derifed  from  the  procedore  of  the  Court  of  Session.  Pardovan  himself  said  that  the 
lerievi  whidi  he  anggeated,  and  tiie  oharaeter  which  he  himself  aisigned  to  the  use 
of  then,  waa  calicnlnted  to  prevent  their  use,  namely,  that  self-willed  and  litigious 
Fctmos  would  take  too  much  encouragement  from  it^  Mr.  Mitchell  had  come  to 
tke  oondoaion  tlutt  the  first  parties  who  had  had  the.  courage  to  attempt  the  use  of 
the  leriewi  suggeated  by  PardovsR,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  being  stigmatised  by  the 
eWscter  which  be  himself  had  assigned  to  themj  were  ^he  migoilty  of  the  Presby- 
toy  of  Aberdeen.  In  the  .whole  channels  of  information  available  to  Mr.  Mitchell 
Ite  bid  net  found  •  aingle  instance  of  a  reference  %o  such  a  case ;  and  if  there  waa 
ay  pTBTioiBi  ease  to  be  found  in  the  whole  lustoiy  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the 
^ea  of  adducing  it  lay  upon  the  other  side,  and  he  .called  npon  them  to  do  so. 

On  the  ether  hand,  Mr.  Mitchell  asked  to  'be  permitted  to  ndduee  some  eeelesi- 
uiieal  anthoritiea  in  lavour  of  the  ineversibleness  of  a  deliverance  of  the  General 
AiMBihly,  Principal  Hill,  admitting  the  fallibility  of  all  human  tribunals,  and  the 
Q«ceaiityof  reviews  by  a  giibdatioA  of  courts  to  prevent  wrong,  said,  '*  There  must  be 
»  Ust  resort  where  the  reviews  stop."  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  whose  book  waa  pob- 
i:iM  prior  to  the  1878  deliverance,  said — "  In  spiritual  matters  the  decisions  of 
^  General  Aaaembly  were  without  appeal  or  complaint  to  any  human  tribunal.'* 
^'  Hodge  of  Princeton^  n.a,  in  his  recent  work,  "The  Church  and  ita  Polity," 
I4ta  the  matter  tersely  and  clearly.  He  said — "It  requires  no  argument  to  shew 
that  the  decision  of  one  Assembly  cannot  be  reversed  by  a  subsequent  Assembly. 
"Hiere  cannot  be  a  remedy  after  the  last," 

Farther,  Mr.  Hitchell  aald  if  he  might,  as  an  outside  illustration  of  the  final  and 
^renihle  nature  of  the  decision  of  a  Supreme  Court,  be  allowed  to  refer  to  a 
<iediion  of  the  House  of  Lords  which  occurred  within  the  laat  twenty  years,  and 
horded  a  striking  illustration  of  the  finality  of  a  decision  of  a  Supreme  Court :  It 
^  a  cue  of  aheep  worrying.  (Prolonged  laughter.)  A  farmer  raised  an  action  in 
Uo  Court  of  Scaaion  for  the  value  of  his  sheep  which  had  been  worried  by  the 
i^oAtfg  dog.  The  defender  put  in  what  seemed  to  have  been  an  Bnglish  plea,  to 
tU  eflect  that  he  was  not  liable  for  the  damage  done  by  his  dog,  unless  it  could  be 
('OTcd  that  the  dog  waa  known  to  be  of  vleions  temperament.    (Laughter.)    The 
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Court  of  Session  ridiealed  this  plea,  Lord  Coekbiim  fseetioasly  cbsrtcterisliig  it  as 
''  a  Isw  to  allow  erery  dog  one  worry."  (Great  laughter.)  Bat,  on  appeal,  the  Hoase 
of  Lords  rerersed  the  decision  of  the  Coart  v{  Session,  and  gaTS  effeot  to  that  pies. 
That  decision  was  final  as  regarded  the  poor  man  whose  sheep  had  been  destroyed. 
It  wss  ifTOTeiiible,  and  the  judges  of  the  Conrt  of  Session  did  not  send  up  s 
reference  saying  that  it  riolated  their  eonselenee  to  eariy  out  the  decision.  Tbst 
decision  was  carried  out,  but  there  was  a  feeling  In  the  profession  that,  though  the 
law  could  not  be  altered  in  regard  to  that  particular  case,  yet  it  was  so  erroneont 
tiiat  it  should  be  altered  in  regard  to  future  cases.  Aoeordingly,  Mr.  James  Monereiff, 
who  was  then  Lord  Ad?ocste«  on  2Sth  July  1868,  got  a  short  Act  carried  threogb, 
correcting  the  law  laid  down  by  the  House  of  Lords,  so  &r  as  regarded  future  cases. 
Mr.  Mitchell  said  he  now  came  to  his  last  point — (appUnse) — ^namely,  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  report  now  before  the  House  was  made.  These  were,  first, 
sew  matter ;  and,  secondly,  new  pleas.  He  should  take  the  pleas  first.  The  pleas 
were  pleas  on  releTsncy.  He  should  not  say  one  word  on  relerancy.  His  object 
was  respectfully  to  request  the  Assembly  to  refuse  to  allow  the  question  of  relcTsney 
to  be  re-opsned.  Should  the  Auembly  give  efiect  to  the  Wows  for  which-  he  had 
been  contending,  then  all  the  pleas  on  relcTancy  which  were  niged  in  the  inferior 
courty  and  were  raised  in  the  papers  before  the  Assembly,  were  incompetent  and 
irregular,  and  he  confidently  expected  and  humbly  craTcd  that  this  Assembly  woold 
conserve  its  own  authority  and  dignity  by  preventing  the  re-opening  Uie  diacasaios 
en  relevancy.  To  fortiff  the  Assembly  in  this  course  he  aaked  permission  simply 
to  recall  the  numerous  deliverances  and  ways  in  which  the  relevancy  in  this  ease 
had  been  determined.  Foremost  among  these  the  relevancy  came  duly  before  the 
1878  Assembly.  Parties  were  heard  for  and  against  relevancy ;  motions  were  made 
for  and  against  relevancy ;  they  were  debated,  voted  on,  and  the  motion  in  fitvonr  of 
relevancy  was  carried,  and,  whether  good  or  bad,  became  the  deliveimnce  of  the 
Assembly,  and  must  stand,  as  there  is  no  resort  after  the  last.  In  September 
following,  after  the  amended  second  alternative  general  charge  had  been  sent  down 
by  the  1878  Auembly  to  the  Presbytery,  the  Presbytery  proceeded  to  consider  the 
relevancy  of  the  vsrions  particulars  in  the  libel  to  the  second  amended  altenstire 
general  charge.  When  the  Presbjtery  came  to  the  particular  aectinifo  a  motion  wu 
duly  made  and  seconded — that  the  Presbytery  should  consider  the  relevant  of  the 
particular  tecundo,  forming  now  the  only  one  in  the  libel,  to  said  second  altemstiTe 
general  charge.  The  Presbytery,  however,  refused  to  consider  the  relevaney  of  that 
partlcnlar  to  sidd  alternative  charge,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been  fonnd  relevant 
to' the  first  general  charge;  and  that  finding  of  the  Presbytery  is  yet  nnrecalled. 
When  the  Presbytery  had  finished  the  consideration  of  the  relevancy  of  the  variosi 
particulars  to  the  second  amended  general  charge,  with  singular  ineonaistency  they 
made  the  reference  to  the  Superior  Court  which  had  already  been  alluded  to,  on  the 
ground  of  donbt  as  to  the  1878  deliverance.  When  this  reference  came  b^re  the 
Synod  it  held  that  there  was  no  donbt,  and  diamisscd  the  reference ;  and  though  a 
dissent  and  complaint  were  taken,  the  complaint,  as  already  mentioned,  was  fsllen 
from  in  last  Assembly,  and  this  decision  of  the  Synod  is  yet  nnrecalled.  Again, 
last  Ajsembly  appointed  a  committee  to  adjust  the  libel  by  excluding  from  it  all 
parts  not  then  applicable.  The  committee  made  no  alteration  on  the  parts  found 
relevant,  but  simply  blotted  out  all  the  parts  found  irrelevant.  Mr.  Mitchell  had 
heard  a  great  deal  about  the  name  **  amended  libel "  that  had  inadvertently  been 
allowed  to  slip  into  the  minutes  of  last  Assembly  approving  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  which  adjusted  the  libel,  and  ordered  it  to  be  serv^  He  had  to  admit 
that  he  had  heard  nothing  about  it  from  Professor  Smith  himself,  excepting  in  his 
pamphlet,  but  some  people  held  that  the  term  "  amended  libel "  afforded  a  reason 
for  going  back  upon  the  relevancy.  But  he  had  foofV  answers  to  give  to  this. 
(Laughter.)  First,  the  remit  to  the  Committee  which  adjusted  the  libel  gave  no 
authority  to  alter  a  single  word  or  letter  in  the  part  that  had  been  found  raevant, 
and  if  the  committee  had  done  so  it  would  have  been  vltra  viret.  There  was  not  a 
single  word  or  letter  of  the  particular  seeundo  altered  in  adjusting  the  libel;  the 
committee  simply  obeyed  orders  by  removing  from  it  the  parts  that  had  become 
inapplicable.  Secondly,  in  a  popular  though  not  a  technicid  sense,  looking  st  the 
material  fonn  of  the  libel,  it  was  correct  to  call  it  an  "  amended  form  "  of  Ubel  when 
the  superfluous  parts  had  been  extruded  l^m  it    Thirdly,  the  mere  change  of  a 
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Biae  did  not  alt«r  tlie  antatance  or  tb«  quality  of  the  thing.  The  poet  taid — "  A 
nw  tj  anj  other  name  would  amell  as  sweet  *' — (laughter)  —and  thia  irkiome  libel, 
if  called  by  any  other  name,  would  smell  as  disagreeable.  (Laughter.)  .  And 
fourUily,  that  would  be  a  poor  ease  that  eould  be  propped  up  by  laying  hold  of  a 
mere  liip  of  the  pen.  Farther^  last  Auembly  ordered  the  adjusted  libel  to  be 
ferred,  and  it  could  not  have  been  serred  in  terms  of  existing  legislation  till  found 
releraat ;  sod  Professor  Smith  accepted  service.  Never,  he  believed,  was  there  snch 
iaaccamoUtion  of  findings  on  relevsacy  in  regard  to  any  former  libel. 

Mr.  Kitehell  said  he  now  came  to  the  only  remalnUig  point,  namely,  the  new 

aitUr  said  to  have  emerged.    They  could  only  understand  wiiat  this  new  matter 

vij  mesat  to  he,  by  keeping  in  view  what  jiad  been  so  often  quoted  from  Pardovan, 

luaeij,  that  Assemblies  from  which    there  Ilea  no  appeal   may  review  their 

tatenccs  on  certain  new  and  extraordinary  discoveries.    Mr.  Mitchell  said  bia 

fiends  nost  obviooslj  have  had  Pardovan  in  their  hands  when  they  fnmed  the 

resolaUon  now  before  the  Assembly,  sisting   procedure  and    reporting.     That 

lesulaUoa  gave  no  dao  of  what  the  new  matter  was.    He  had  observed,  in  a  recent 

uiide  OB  the  subject  in  a  respectable  and  able  Sdinbnigh  paper,  that  it  made  short 

idrk  of  the  question  as  to  the  new  matter.    The  new  matter,  the  article  said,  waa 

Uc  pUs  tad  the  anawer  given  in  by  Professor  Smith*    Well,  if  giving  in  new  pleas 

ttd  aev  answers  waa  aufficient,  in  the  sense  of  Pardovan,  to  constitute  "  a  new  and 

cxUiQidtBaiy  discovery/  they  might  have  such  discoveries  at  any  time,  and  the 

OK  bdefinitely  prolonged.     But  he  found  what  the  alleged  new  matter  was  from 

Pnle«n  Salmond'a  Synod  apeech..    It  resolved  itself  into  a  complaint  that  Professor 

Saithi  tkoiy  had  been  misunderstood,  and  injustice  done  to  Mm ;  that  his  theoiy 

eiljaHpfied  to  the  legislative  and  not  to  the  historical  part  of  Deuteronomy.    That 

vu  (^alleged  new  matter,  so  Car  as  he  (Mr.  Mitchell)  had  been  able  to  underatand 

it  5ov  there  was  a  aenae  in  which  there  might  be  a  complete  argoment  at  a 

tiian  ttage  of  the  case,  namely,  probation,  as  to  the  proper  meaning  and  ^nder- 

tUadiag  of  Professor  Sinith's  woids;  but  that  was  not  the  sense  in  which  he  .had  to 

<ial  viUi  it  here;  it  was  as  to  the  discovery  of  new  matter.    Well,  this  was  the 

diacoTexy—aot  that  there  was  anything  objectionable  in  Professor  Smith's  theory, 

tat  Uiat  there  had  been  a  misunderstanding  of  it  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutors. 

Tk  ptoieeators  had  committed  two  miaonderstandings;  first,  they  had  understood 

Profeoor  Ssuth'a  theory  as  referring  to  the  historical  part  of  Deuteronomy,  and 

Kcood,  it  seemed  they  had  not  understood  him  as  admitting  the  historical  part. 

Mr.  Mitchell  had  to  aay,  that  if  the  prosecutora  had  committed  a  mistake  as  to 
fnttmn  Smith's  theory  applying  to  the  historical  part  of  Deuteronomy,  they  had  done 
■0  ilosg  with  vexy  competent  judges,  including  amongst  them  the  learned  Professor 
UnuelL  Three  yean  ago  the  QoUege  Sub-committee  had  written  a  report  upon  this 
irUele.  They  summarised  their  views  upon  it  in  five  propositions,  and  they 
eoaeladed  ihos : — *'  On  this  view  it  would  appear  in  the  case  of  one  book  of  the 
Pauateueh,  that  the  literal  historical  character,  in  the  common  sense  of  the  term,  is 
girtn  up.  The  objeetions  which  have  been  brought  against  It  in  that  character 
.  .  .  are  admitted  to  be  insuperable."  Did  Professor  Smith  then  complain  of  having 
Ue&  misunderstood,  and  of  having  received  iojnsticet  Ko.  Professor  Smith,  in 
t^i  tan,  wrote  remarka  upon  the  report  of  the  College  Sob>eommittee^  and  in  hie 
renarka  he  said — "  I  accept  the  five  propositions  in  which  the  report  summarise* 
a;  ^«s  on  the  question  as,  on  the  whole,  a  veiy  fair  representation  of  my  position." 
iHear,  hear,  and  applause.)  With  regard  to  Professor  Smith  admitting  the  historical 
pvt  of  Deuteronomy,  Professor  Salmond  had  said  that  Professor  Smith  had  admitted 
^  historicity  of  all  in  Deuteronomy  that  professed  to  be  historical;  but  was  his 
^^ly  sad  their  history  one  and  the  same  thing  1  There  were  histories  and 
Liitoriea,  and  Profeasor  Smith's  history  was  not  the  traditional  history  of  the 
C^Bfch.  It  was  aaid  of  Carlyle  that|  after  the  publication  of  Macaulay's  history, 
v^en  a  friend  called  upon  him  who  was  in  dull  spirits,  he  advised  him  to  read 
Macanlay'a  biatory,  or  some  other  of  the  latest  fictions.  And  so  Professor  Smith's 
^tory,  here  in  question,  wss  a  drama  which  was  edited  during  the  first  tliree 
qoariers  of  the  seventh  century  before  Christ,  the  editor  adding  what  Professor 
SaiUi  calls  the  historical  framework,  or  setting.  And  the  editor  having  had  lying 
l^ttide  him  the  legialative  code  previously  published,  and  feeling  that  it  would  be 
uefal  to  have  that  code  inserted  between  the  chapters  of  Deuteronomy  where  it 
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DOW  Btinda,  did  iniert  ii,  and  pat  the  whole  in  dramatic  form  into  the  month  of 
Hoaes  many  centuriea  after  hia.death ;  which  he  did  not  think  greatly  promofced  the 
cauac  And  now  he  had  done.  They  liad  liad  in  the  inferior  eoorta  load  and  atrong 
^>peaLi  agunat  injoatice  to  Profeaaor  Bmith,  and  for  liberty  to  him  to  be  te-heard 
npon  the  pleaa  iddch  he  had  act  np.  •  He  claimed  jnatice  for  Profeaaor  Smith,  and 
dae  liberty  for  him  to  be  heard ;  bnt  it  mnat  be  regulated  liberty,  aeeotding  to 
the  conatitntion  of  the  Chnroh.  There  mnat  not  be  one  law  for  Profeaaor  Smith  a&d 
another  law  for  othera.  (Hear,  hear.)  Liberty  to  be  heard !  Had  not  Profeisor 
Smitl;^  daring  the  laat  three  weary  yeaia,  been  allowed  in  every  eonrt  of  the  Ohnrch 
to  aaj  what  &  pleaaed  1  And  had  he  not  taken  adTantage  of  it  to  an  extent  which 
waa  ncYcr  exceeded  in  any  former  caaet  Bat  while  Profeaaor  Smith  waa  allowed 
dae  liberty,  he  proteated  agalnat  hia  being  allowed  licence  to  re-open  final  decinoni 
•—to  reanme  aettled  diacuadona — and  interminably  to  hang  np  thia  caae.  While 
they  did  not  forget  the  intereata  of  Profeaaor  Smith — he  ahonld  be  aorry  that  they 
were  forgot — ^they  moat  pay  doe  regard  aUo  to  the  intereata  of  their  pei|4exed  and 
gricFcd  people — (applanae)— to  the  dignity  and  authority  of  thia  Aaaembly— (hear, 
heary^to  the  aacred  intereata  of  Diiine  trnth — and  to  their  duty  to  tMr  great 
Head.    (Applanae.) 

Profeaaor  SALliOKD,  who  waa  reeeiTed  with  applanae,  aaid  he  had  to  make  an 
explanation  on  behalf  of  hia  friend  Mr.  iTeraeh,  wlu>  waa  not  permitted  to  be  heard. 
J£r.  Mitchell  had  attempted  to  make  a  point  agalnat  the  Preabytery,  and  agaioii 
Mr.  Irerach,  on  the  aappoaitlon  that  Mr.  iTerach  had  been  atanding  upon  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  miniatem  of  Strathbogle.  Mr.-  lyeiaeh'a  poaition  waa  the  rerj 
rererae,  aa  he  would  indicate  by  aimply  quoting  one  aentenee  from  hia  apeecb, 
whidi  he  happened  to  hare  in  hia  hand.  It  waa  to  thia  efTect : — ^  The  poaition  he 
took  np  waa  the  aame  aa  that  taken  np  by  Prinel^l  Cunningham  and  Dr.  CudM 
in  tiie  Strathbogio  caae."  (Applanae.)  Profeaaor  Salmond  then  went  on  to  ny 
that  ^ere  were  a  good  many  pointa  orcr  which  Mc  Mitchell  had  traTelled  at  greit 
length.  A  number  of  theae  did  not  aeem  to  him  to  be  at  idl  n^tant  to  the  parti- 
cular queation  at  preaent  before  them,  and  he  believed  he  would  beat  conault  the 
eonrenience  of  the  Houae  if  he  declined  to  follow  Mr.  Mitchell  into  ao  many  side 
iasuea.  Very  much  that  Mr.  Mitchell  argued  at  the  outaet  waa  TCiy  good  argumen- 
tation agalnat  the  action  of  the  Preabytery,  if  they  had  gone  the  length  of  anatainhig 
thoae  pJcaa  in  law  which  they  had  reeeived  from  Profeaaor  Smith.  Bat  that  wu 
not  their  poaition  at  alL  They  nerer  preaumed  to  auatain  thoae  pleaa.  They 
rinSpIy  receired  them,  recorded  them,  and  tranamitted  them  to  n  tribunal  which 
waa  competent  to  deal  with  them ;  and  Mr.  Mitchell  put  himaelf  entirely  out  of 
eonrt  in  arguing  on  the  aubject,  becanae  he  had  iiallen  from  hia  complaint  agunst 
both  the  receipt  and  the  recording  of  the  documenta.  Then,  he  whdied  to  aay  at  the 
outaet  that  he  objected  entirely,  aa  he  had  done  preTioualyj  to  the  conatntction 
which  Mr*  Mitchell  had  put  apon  the  ao-called  reference  which  had  been  departed 
from  at  laat  Aaaembly.  Hia  object  had  been  to  make  it  out  that  the  report  which 
they  now  preaented  to  thia  Houae  waa  aimply  a  repetition  of  that  reference  from 
which  they  f^  and  he  had  attempted  to  ahow  they  were  placing  themaelree  in  a 
poaition  of  inoonaiatency  in  preaenting  it  at  all  alter  they  had  rethed  tnm  that 
reference.  He  wiahed  to  aay  on  that  aubject  merely  thia — that  the  aaid  reference 
waa  not  proaecnted  aimply  beeauae  thia  court,  in  the  exereiae  of  ita  own  liberty, 
decided  on  adopting  a  method  of  taking  it  up  out  of  ita  hiatorical  order,  which 
made  them  quite  unable,  according  to  the  beat  of  their  light  and  contiction,  to  do 
jnatice  to  their  caae  on  the  aubject 

But  apart  from  thia  altogether,  he  wiahed  again  to  proteat  agalnat  the  conatrac- 
tion  put  npon  their  action  in  that  matter,  beeauae,  if  they  had  been  at  Uberty  to 
plead  their  caae  in  the  natural  way,  th^  ahonld  have  attempted  to  ahow  that  they, 
the  inferior  court,  whatever  Profeaaor  Smlth'a  own  particular  poalMon  might  hare 
been,  did  not  Tcntore  to  queation  the  ftct  that  the  Glaagow  Aaaembly  had  come  to 
a  finding,  but  were  aimply  anxioua  to  aacertain  cleariy  what  the  exact  meaning  of 
that  finding  waa — ^whether  it  waa  intended  to  be  a  finding  of  releranpy,  explicit  and 
direct,  or  implicit  and  conatructiTe  ?  He  wiahed  alao,  at  the  beginning,  to  take 
exception  to  the  whole  conatmetion  Mr.  Mitchell  had  put  upon  the  ao-called  aigo- 
ment  on  the  ground  of  conacienoe.  He  had  argued  all  throughout  aa  if  it  was  the 
object  of  the  Preabytery — oonfeeaedly  ita  object-^to  reriew  the  aentanoe  of  ^c 
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npRB*  t9uk  IfoUiiiig;  WHS  iiirtiiev  from  their  Uiooglits  than  that  They  knew 
qfliie  v«U,  sad  ateitted  bow»  that  the  deeieiona  of  the  Aasemblj  were  final«  Thej 
kutw  ifaattj  well  thai  it  was  not  within  the  aeope  of  any  inferior  court  to  review 
Um  aenltaee  of  tho  Aaaenbly ;  hat  tite  qoestioa  before  them  waa  a  totally  different 
oac  It  waa  whether  it  would  be.  right  for  them,  in  Tiew  of  the  matter  which  had 
aoisgdd,  to  g»  en  vul  aaanaie  the  position  of  Jndging  npon  the  libeL  The  jndg- 
Maft  ef  the  PraBbyteiy,  whieh  waa  ooniinned  by  the  Synod,  was  one  wbich  aiited 
fntahn  in  this  ease  lU  a  psrtiealar  stage,  and  reported  the  ease  there  and  Uien 
10  (he  safffeaie  eoart  What  the  Piesby  teiy  did,  therefore,  was  to  go  on  in  the  way 
•f  pr^aring  and  ripening  the  case  for  the  anperior  conrt,  aending  np  the  whole 
aiattcr  which  the  case  eontained  from  the  Synod  to  the  Aaaembly  for  final  a^jndi* 
aim,  bslatoppin^shovt  simply  st  the  p<^nt  where  they  would  hare  compelled  them* 
Mini  to  take  np  the  part  of  jadges.-  Their  reaaon  for  doing  ao  was,  that  certain 
bKuis  had  been  bronght  before  them  which  were  not  before  the  Assembly  when  it 
Matdewa  the  case  to  the  Fxnsbyjbeiy,  and  that  these  were  matters  whldi  seemed 
to  then  to  icqnirs  eons&denition,  while  it  did  not  oome  within  their  proYinee  to 
idjodieate  open  thenu  This  oonne  seemed  to  tihem  at  the  time,  thongh  Uiey  were 
IB  Teiy  great  diffionltj,  on  the  whole  the  fairest  and  the  moat  temperate-^a  conne 
<{uio  aeoocdant  with  the  simple  dictates  of  tiie  purest  jastice,  and  also  a  eoone 
i^dL^peaxed  likely  to  send  np  thewhcde  case  in  a  form  qnalifying  it  for  deli, 
bcaie  egsaidentioa  and  final  adjudication  by  the  Assembly.  It  did  seem  some* 
skttita^eto  thea  that  exception  of  ao  Ycry  seiioos  a  nature  ahonld  haye  been 
tikca  %  (hat  mothod  of  aetiaB.  Hard  names  were  flung  out  againat  their  procedure. 
Tkef  me  aecnaed,  as  they  had  been  implicitly  to-day,  of  contumacy  and  diaobedi- 
cooi,  of  adopting  a  line  of  action  to  which  thera  had  been  nothing  like  aince  the 
dajs  of  the  biunptioa ;  and,  la  ahorti  of  following  a  course  of  procedure  the  plain 
«ij«et  of  whioh  waa  to  seeore  delay.  It  waa  argued  that  in  so  acting  they  had 
OBBtmcaed  ei^cit  inatmctions ;  that  they  had  been  left  with  no  option ;  and  that 
hr  adoptbg  tUs  oonrse,  and  aending  up  s  report  instead  of  a  judgment  to  this 
kamtf  they  eenld  find  no  valid  apology. 

^ov,  Mr.  Mitrfiell  had  been  ni^ind  enough  to  inainuate  that  the  Fresby tety 
aid  set  sant  tocaiiy  out  the  Instructions  of  the  Aasembly,  and  that  therefore  it  was 
nty  eaiy  for  them  to  find  an  excoae  for  ao  acting.  He  wished  to  say  moat  emphati- 
«Uj  (hat  it  waa  their  earnest  deaire  to  implement  the  inatructiona  of  the  Assembly 
to  the  atmosty  and  thai  it  eansed  them  a  great  deal  of  time  and  anzions  consideration 
bcfoft  they  mado  np  their  minds  to  the  eourae  finally  adopted.  Though  the 
iflonbiy  instnicied  them  in  a  eertsin  line,  it  instructed  them  to  act  in  this  form, 
"toBieet  and  take  immediate  ateps  for  the  serring  of  the  libeL"  It  would  not 
Wfo  been  est  of  plaoe,  if  their  difficnltjc  had  been  ioeh  aa  to  warrant  that  course, 
to  pkid  that  that  phnae, "  ipunediate  atepe/', covered  all  that  waa  embraced  under 
Uie  vell^nown  kgislatiye  provision  of  Act  Y.,  1863.  But  they  were  so  anxious  to 
go  on  at  once  with  the  case  that  they  did  not  stand  upon  thatb  They  served  the 
libel,  knowing  that  in  so  iar  they  were  acting  merely  in  a  ministerial  capacity,  and 
takifigeain  to  make  it  dear  in  their  motion  that,  inihua  acting  and  serving  the 
bbel  spen  Professor  Smith*  they  did  no  prejudice  to  any  second  pless  in  law  which 
he  Di^t  be  able  to  adduce.  It  waa  argued,  however,  that  at  leaat  when  it  came  to 
the  2d  of  September  they  should  have  gone  on  to  proof  and  judgment,  and  th^ 
|oo^  in  the  Imb  of  theae  plena  in  law.  But  here  again  they  did  not  find  that  their 
iutnidiona^  on  a  fair  interpretation  of  them,  were  so  absolute  as  to  commit  them 
to  go  on  to  prononnoe  judgment  in  spite  of  all  new  matter  which  might  have 
caeiged.  Per,  in  the  aeeond  half  of  these  instructions,  they  were  directed,  only  in 
the  event  of  finding  the  libel  sustained,  to  do  a  certain  thing. 

^ov,  it  seemed  to  them,  there  was  a  measure  of  liberty  in  the  latter  of  these 
iaitnctieB&  They  believed,  too,  that  the  inferior  court  had  a  certain  measure  of 
^hooithniy  whieh  oonld  not  be  taken  from  it.  They  admitted  frankly,  of  course^  that 
^t  tspieme  esnrt  oould  issue  any  inatmctions.  But  then  in  doing  so,  it  must 
novo  within  the  lines  of  the. acknowledged  legislation  and  accepted  constitution 
^  the  Chnreh.  (Applanae^)  And  they  could  not  conceive  it  possible  that  the 
Bupieme  eeurt  of  this  Ghnrch  meant  to  compel  an  inferior  court  to  go  on  and  come 
^  i  certain  deeision  in  spite  of  sny  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  in 
«pite  of  ny  ^eas  in  Inw  whieh  the  aeeusod  party  was  able  to  adduce,  and  to  which 
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a  certain  meifora  of  importanee  might  htTd  to  bo  attached.  How,  the  qaeeUMi 
eamo  eimply  to  bo  whether,  in  taking  the  action  which  they  took,  they  had  retwai- 
able  ground  for  exercising  tJie  diientioit  which  was  aaUre  to  tiie  ooortt  They  did 
lelleTe  they  had  snlBcient  gronnds.  In  the  first  place,  they  had  to  look  at  the  plesi 
in  lav  which  dealt  with  the  qnestion  of  roleTaney.  They  felt  that  that  was  a  qnei- 
lion  which  it  wsa  not  for  them  as  ^e  inferior  eoort  to  touch.  It  would  have  beoi 
a  grsTc  injustice,  they  felt^  to  the  accused  party  if  they  summarily  rejected  tiMse 
pleas.  They  did  not  pretend  to  deteimine  their  ralidity  or  inTsHdity :  they  hdd 
that  the  whole  question  of  relerancy  on  which  these  plesa  tuned  was  out  of  their 
hands.  But  then  there  did  seem  prima  fmcU  reason  why  they  should  not  summarily 
atop  them,  but  allow  them  to  be  looked  at  by  the  eonrt  which  alone  had  power  to 
adjudicate  upon  them.  Profesaor  Smith  founded  upon  the  fust,  among  other  thiage, 
that  this  libel  which  they  were  then  desling.with  was,  as  the  title  of  It  showed,  a 
new  libeL  It  had  been  changed  greatly.  At  leaat  it  had  been  aeriously  reduced  ia 
ita  dimensions.  He  knew  it  was  urged  that,  strictly  speaking,  it  was  not  as 
amended  libelt  but  simply  a  restricted Jibel.  But  they  were  not  aware  that  it  had 
Jkitherto  been  the  practire  of  the  conrta*  of  the  Church  to  restrict  a  libel  by  ddetioa. 
At  least,  they  saw  that  the  legialation  on  the  subject  was  so- precise  as  to  run  in  the 
following  terms : — **  If  the  Prasbytery,  before  serving  a  libel,  shall  make  any  ebaage 
npon  the  form  in  which  it  appeared  hn  the  copy  with  which  the  minister  hss  beoi 
proriously  furnished,,  they  must,  before  sening  it^  ag^n  furnish  him  with  a  copy, 
and  again  aummon  him. in  terma  of  this  ensetmenk"  (Applause.)  Nothing  could 
be  made  of  the  fact  that  the  act  spoke  only  of  the  Presbytery's  action.  For  the 
case,  as  it  now  stood,  had  reoeiTcd  an  entirely  mixed  and  exceptional  character. 
The  libel  was  neither  the  Presbytery's  libel,  nor  the  Assembly's  libel,  but  partly 
both.  The  Aasembly,  after  amending  it,  sent  it  down  to  tliem  instead  of  doing 
what,  according  to  the  law  and  pracUee  of  the  Chnreb,  it  ahould  hare  done,  if  it 
meant  to-  make  the  libel  ita  own*-«ppointing  prosecutors  of  its  own.  They  pr»- 
aennced  no  opinion  on  that  They  simply  looked  at  the  fact  that  hero  was  some- 
thing en  which  Professor  Smith  had  reason  in  his  own  opinion  to  found,  and  they 
saw  that  if  it  waa  not  an  amended  libel,  and  if  it  did  not  cany  those  rights  to  whieh 
he  had  referred,  it  was  a  Tory  unfortunate  thing,  indeed,  that  its  title  vas  what  tc 
was,  bearing  on  the  face  of  it,  as  it  did,  the  appellation  of  amended.  Bat  then  they 
had  other  ressona  for  considering  that  it  might  not  be  fair  to  the  aeeoaed  for  then 
to  stop  those  pleas.  Without  pretending  for  a  moment  to  question  the  validity  ef 
the  Glssgow  finding,  they  saw  that  that  did  not  foreclose  all  possible  questioai 
which  might  be  raised  upon  the  relcTancy.  It  remained  open,  for  instance,  still  to 
aigne— and  it  was  the  right  of  the  accused  to  make  as  much  of  that  as  he  fciriy 
could — to  the  effect  that  the  finding  of  the  Glasgow  Aasembly  waa  not  properly 
carried  through  the  libeL  It  was  also  within  his  right  to  show  cause.  If  he  eoald, 
that  the  isolation  of  this  solitary  charge  from  all  the  other  charges  which  fonnerly 
gare  it  colour  and  character  migfht  aomehow  affect  his  interests.  But,  berides  that, 
there  waa  a  more  aeriona  qneaUon  raiaed  by  Profeasor  Smith,  whieh  tbej  foend  it 
due  to  him,  and  in  the  interest  of  jusUee,  to  allow  to  go  forward,  althoagfa  without 
any  opinion  expreased  on  their  part.  That  waa  a  queation  which  probably  was  nu\ 
to  the  whole  esse — whether,  indeed,  what  they  did  possess  in  this  so  entitled 
amended  libel  was  the  Glasgow  finding  after  alii  (Applause.)  It  ooidd  not  be 
said,  at  least,  that  the  libel  as  they  now  had  it  bore  ont  cleariy  and  incontestaMy 
that  what  it  did  contain  as  ita  aolitary  charge  waa  what  was  found  at  Glasgow. 
That  looked  like  a  finding  of  heterodoxy  constractiTO,  but  all  this  apparent  character 
of  the  finding  had  absolutely  Tanisbed  according  to  Professor  Smith's  contention, 
and  what  they  had  before  them  in  the  libel  now  waa  a  finding  of  heterodoxy  oat-snd 
out,  pure  and  unmixed,  and  non-eonstructiye.  Kow,  that  was  a  question,  again,  on 
which  they  did  not  presume  to  pronounce  any  judgment  whaterer,  but  it  was  a  qoee- 
tion  which  they  conceiTod  might  come  to  bo  so  Tital  to  Professor  SmIUi'b  whole 
position  in  referenoe  to  this  libel  that  they  deemed  it  fair  to  htm,  and  right  in  the 
Interests  of  justice,  not  to  prerent  him  fh>m  obtaining  an  opportunity  to  plead  thie 
matter  before  the  supreme  court.  So  much  for  the  pleas.  But  now,  the  second 
reason  they  had  for  aendlng  up  this  esse  by  report  instead  of  by  judgment  was  ohat 
they  had  called  new  matter,  which  had  emerged  in  the  ease. 

If  ow,  of  course,  he  admitted  at  once  that  the  term  **  new  matter  "  wae  not  to  be 
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likfii  ia  the  itrietert  mihmu    Ik  wu  new  matter  in  ene  way.    It  was,  as  Mr.  Mltehell 

figkily  WMf^  eoBtended— -old  matter  in  another.    That  wa«  to  lay,  they  had  in 

thk  new  matter  de&acea  and  aneweia  of  Profienor  Smith,  and  more  explicit  state* 

aeati  of  what  tlM  nal  len^  and  breadth  of  hie  theory  upon  Denteronomy  are. 

flfl  shewed  them  Tery  clearly  there  that  hie  theory  was  reatrieted  to  the  legislative 

sadida  ef  the  book,  and  that  he  did  not  contest  the  historical  character  of  the 

histoiieil  sections  of  the  book  in  which  this  legislaiiTO  eode  was  enshrined.    That» 

in  see  ssase,  was  qnito  old  matter,  becanse  that  nndonbtedly  was  the  theory  whicli 

hs  lisd  stated  in  the  actiolo  **  Bible.*'    That,  anqae8tionab]y/>was  the  construction  of 

Ik  thseiy  which  those  who  were  anffidently  well  Instrocted  in  these  mstters — 

ihoghter)— might  fidrly  gather  from  eren  the  extracts  which  were  given  from  the 

tttkle  ''Bible.''    Bat  that  waa  not  pat  so  cleariy  in  the  article  «'  Bible."    It  was 

^•iie  psssihie  to  miaa  the  point  tbere.    Bat  what  was  less  explicitly  stated  in  the 

srtide "Bible,"  aad  in  the  extrscts  from  it,  was  now  made  patent,  and  unmistak- 

sUe  te  wtaj  eyOp  ao  tkat  they  came  to  consider  that  the  whole  case  had  assumed  a 

see  sipeet  in  conseqiMiiee  of  this  ample  and  clear  statement  of  the  exact  length 

lad  bnsdlh  to  which  his  theoiy  applied.    (Applause.)    Now,  it  might  be  said  that 

(hii  VIS  a  wiittftr  which*  whether  new  or  old,  they  shoald  not  hare  looked  to  until 

ihtj  M  come  to  judge.     But  then  the  diflEloalty  lay  in  this,  that,  after  all,  the 

■sMK  waa  one  which  did  tonoh  upon  the  question  of  releTaaey.    It  was  so  eon- 

aededwilh  that  qaeation  in  the  answer  itself.    For  the  answer  went  to  show  that 

^  inislske — a  miatake  which  was  admitted  to  baTe  been  quite  natural,  perfaape, 

is  ths  dwamstaneee     the  libel  in  the  particular  under  its  m%jor  had  giren  an  incor« 

Rct  wpuBuntalioH  of  what  Professor  Smith's  theory  really  was.    (Applause.)    That 

en  toi^f,  the  particnlar  in  the  nujoi^— not  merely  the  extract,  but  the  particular 

iM  tk$  B^ier-^waa  so  stated  as  to  bear  upon  the  book  itself,  and  this  made  it  still 

p^iisw  ckaa  might  hmr^  been  the  case  preTiously,  that  strict  justice  had  not  been 

4^  l«  Phifessor  Saalth  by  the  insertion  of  that  phraso^'*  professedly  historical " — 

(■fylsais)    bccawae  it  put  him,  in  so  far  as  that  statement  seemed  to  imply,  into 

^  pnsitlsn  of  one  who  refased  to  admit  the  historical  diaracter  of  parts  of  that 

jfosk  vUeh  were  prolSessedly  historicaL    That  being  the  case,  what  was  the  Presbj* 

tei7  te  del    These,  nndonbtedly,  were  veiy  serious  contentions  for  Professor  Smith 

M  nttke   eanteatioim  that  might  have  a  rery  important  bearing  upon  his  whole 

ithtioa  lo  the  libeL    They  might  have  been  guilty  of  doing  great  injury  to  the 

iatensts  of  the  pailj  chiefly  concerned,  and  to  the  cause  of  justice,  if  they  had  sum- 

Btrit/  njected  them.     Hence,  they  adopted  what  seemed  to  them,  the  extremely 

toBpeiale  pfoceeding  of  simply  handing  on  all  these  affirmations,  without  pretend. 

If  ia  the  alif^liteafc  degree  to  dietatis  to  this  supreme  court  which  alone  was  com- 

peteat  to  deal  with  them,  and  which,  when  it  receired  their  report,  could  take  them 

•p  sad  dismlsa  them  if  it  plesaed,  or  approve  of  them  if  it  pleased.    (Applause.) 

la  iaplemcBUng  tbo  instractlons  of  the  ALSsembly,  they  went  as  far  as  they  possibly 

«aki  do  in  a  aainiateriai  cspadfy,  and  they  stopped  short  simply  at  the  stage,  which 

vould  hsTo  made  ii  noceasary  for  them  to  stsp  out  of  the  ministerial  character  and 

Msiiae  the  jndioiaL    This  libel  was  not  their  Ubel ;  it  was  a  libel  which  they  could 

set  held  te  be  relcTant     It  was  a  libel  which  at  erery  possible  point  they  had  pro- 

oMSeed  iueiewaiit»  and  they  abode  by  that  position  still.    (Applaose.)    It  was  well 

Uovn  to  be  a  fnndamental  principle  of  the  historical  Church  of  Scotland,  that  parties 

vhe  wem  oppoaed  to  the  relevancy  of  any  charge  were  not  at  liberty  to  violate 

(heir  esaaeiSBoe  hf  judging  upoit  it. 

Theas  waa  oalj  e«e  possible. line,  as  £sr  as  they  could  see,  along  which  they 
Qigbt»  in  jaatiee  to  their  own  conscientions  convictions,  have  travelled  on  to  a  jndgw 
■eat,  aad  thai  waa  only  if  they  had  been  allowed  such  latitude  tinder  the  head  of 
preWiisa  aa  to  warrant  them  to  take  cognisance  or  these  pleas  upon  the  ground  of 
ftknMtj  along  with  the  prooH  Bet  had  they  any  eneonragement  to  assume  on 
^^or  ewn  lesponaihtlity  a  position  of  that  kind  $  Would  they  not  have  been  sum- 
■■rily  aiteated  by  the  contention  that  they  were  travelling  into  a  province  which 
vss  oat  of  their  ooomal  They  eonid  not  go  on  to  judge  upon  a  libel  which  they 
tt  masdsacjs  held  irrelevant^  nnleas  they  were  at  liberty  to  look  at  all  these 
<)MitienB  of  relevancy,  and  th^  they  would  have  judged  against  the  libel  on  the 
•'■pie  gvennd  that  it  waa  imlevant.  It  was  only  at  this  point  and  to  this  intent 
^^  Ihqr  ofged  the  plea  of  consciQnae.    They  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that 
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thej  were  doing  tnything  to  obitrnet  proeednre.  Tbejr  kii«v  quite  veil  thai  iio  mift 
could  plead  tho  groud  of  eonameiiee  in  the  way  of  obatrnetlng  preeodnre.  They 
qaite  nndentood  that  thej  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  plead  what  titey  did 
plead  if  their  ebjeet  had  been  to  withheld  from  this  coort  materiali  eeMiitiil  for  itt 
judgment  Bat  iktj  had  not  done  that  They  had  gathered  together  the  whole 
matter  whieh  thia  oonrt  required  to  hare  befbre  it-— eierything  enential  to  it^-Pio- 
feasor  Sjnith'a  wbc^e  delbneea — ao  that  there  was  (Aaolntely  nothing  botweei  thii 
coort  and  probation  if  it  pleased  to  go  on  to  that  iaaoe.  They,  had  sent  op  the  whole 
case  for  their  a^judioatlon,  and  the  aoie  thing  whldi  they  declined  to  do  was  to  asiome 
the  part  of  Judges,  and  that  on  these  two  gronnda-^tfaat  they  woold  have  been  Judging 
a  most  irreloTant  Ubel»  and  they  would  hare  been  judging  on  a  partial  view  of  the 
case,  because  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  look  into  the  merita  of  the  pleaa  aflbetios 
thia  new  form  of  the  libel.  That»  he  thought,  was  all  that  it  would  be  neeeittry  for 
him  to  say*  He  would  only  point  oot,  in  eonolnsion,  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  the 
exact  bearings  of  the  prese&t  position.  In  the  first  pla^e,  they  eenteuded  that  if  the 
merits  of  the  pleaa  were  argued  the  Synod  were  no  longer  parties  at  the  bar,  for  they 
had  never  pronounced  any  opinion  upon  them,  and  they  should  be  free  as  members 
of  the  court  to  take  their  part  in  the  dianuasion  and  to  vote.  He  would  also  like  to 
call  Mie  attention  of  the  House  to  the  iijastlee  that  might  be  done  to  Preronor 
Smith.  Professor  Smith  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of  having  tho  snbatanee  ef 
these  pleas  fairly  oonaidered  in  the  inferior  oonrta.  He  had  not  got  the  benefit  ef 
that  eonsideration,  whatever  that  might  amount  to^  and  it  waa  very  plain  that  be 
might  be  in  danger  of  getting  less  than  hia  meed  in  any  diacusslon  upon  the  merits 
of  the  pless  which  might  ariae  upon  thia  particular  technical  ground.  (Hear,  hetr, 
and  applause;)  Laatlyt  it  seemed  to  be  a  ease  of  the  choice  between  two  very  pUia 
altemativea.  If  thia  House  diamlssed  the  appeal  all  they  did  was  to  receive  the 
Presbytery's  report.  Then  it  had  all  the  material  before  it  It  waa  eommitled 
to  no  judgment  upon  the  merita  of  theae  pleas.  But,  on  the  ether  hand,  if  this 
court  auatained  the  appeals  then  there  was  absolutely  no  ease  before  it  In  saitsiB* 
ing  the  appeal  they  refused  to  aocept  their  report  Their  report  contahied  every- 
thing. It  contained  the  minutea  of  the  procednre  of  thb  Inferior  oonrta  since  this 
time  last  year;  it  contained  Professor  Smith's  pleas  in  law  and  hia  answers ;  it  con- 
tained everything  essential  to  the  case,  everything  eonoensing  the  case  in  its  present 
position ;  and  the  conaequence  teemed  to  them  to  be  ihat^  if  the  appeal  be  sustaiaed, 
and  their  report  dismissed,  this  House  will  be  very  much  In  the  position  which  it 
occupied  laat  year.  It  wiU  have  to  find  out  a  way  of  getfingat  the  ease  not  npoa 
the  record.    (Applause;) 

Mr.  KICOLL,  Chiny,  next  addreaaed  the  Aaaembly  in  sopport  of  the  judgment 
of  the  Synod. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Presbytery  and  ^ynod,  and  at  this  meeting  of  Assembly, 
the  Pxesl^tcry  had  been  aecuaed^  in  language  more  or  less  stroug,  of  disobedience 
to  the  instructions  of  laat  Qenenil  Aaaembly.  it  would  thersfbre  bo  Bceesstry,  in 
expoanding  the  ease  for  the  Synod,  to  answer  the  question — Did  tho  last  Assembly 
allow  any  freedom  of  action  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  I  He  maintained  tbiA  it 
did,  and  that  the  Presbytery  had  acted  within  their  liberty. 

It  was  surely  never  intended  that  the  Preabytery  ahoald,  l»  defianoe  of  all 
obstacles,  and  in  spite  of  all  pleas,  prooaed  to  the  service  of  the  libel,  andthefcafter 
to  probation  and  interim  aentence.  It  waa  surely  not  intended  thatt  the  Preshytery 
shpold  be  a  tool  or  slave  in  the  handa  of  the  AssemWy.  Waa  it  nfeoessuy  thst  the 
Presbytery  should  be  Instructed  to  cany  the  caae  to  an  Inteiim  inne,  when  the 
Assembly  itself  mighty  without  any  trouble,  have  cartied  the  ease  to  the  aame  issael 
But  seeing  the  Presbyteiy  had  been  esktmated  vith  the  case,  he  matetainedlhey 
were  entitled  to  sot  in  accordance  with  thefar  own  liberty,  and  eonatder,  in  the  light 
of  the  Church's  laws»  every  event  that  might  oocnr ;  .and  he  thought  th^  had  aeted 
in  a  safe  and  advisable  way  when,  having  aerved  the  libel  aa  enjotoed,  they  hsd,  in 
view  of  Professor  Smith's  plea  and  the  other  new  matter  that  had  emaged,a«t 
proceeded  to  probation,  but  reported  tho  whido  eaae  to  tfie  Aaaembly  for  Jodgmeat. 
Instead  of  being  censured  for  having  aeted  thus,  the  Presbytery  weroi  in  his  viev, 
worthy  of  being  commended. 

The  Synod  did  not  think  that  the  Presbytery  had  traversed  the  limits  allowed 
to  them,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  Pceaby  tesy  had  aeted  wiaely  and  leason* 
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ablj  tioMi^t  for  ProfeMor  SmlUi*g  ple»  wm  one  which  he  had  a  right  to 
raise,  nui  ii  bom  on  the  face  of  it  leeaonable  gronnds  of  being  well-fonaded.  The 
Sjaod  Ittid  thai  the  libel  had  beea  ao  changed  ae  to  become  praotioallj  a  new  libel, 
aod  in  aoeofdanoe  with  the  law  of  the  Churob,  Frofeseor  Smith  was  entitled  to  be 
inminwed  again  to  anawer  on  the  relevancy.  Changes  had  been  made  by  which 
the  fmeeatoia*  taak  had  beeome  greatly  aimpUfied.  Thia  simplification  had  been 
aiteiMd  by  atriking  ao  many  paragn^^ha  oat  of  the  libel,  but  as  the  professor's  defence 
oooldaot  be  amended  in  that  simple  way,  It  aeemed  to  the  Synod  to  be  only  right 
list  he  should  have  the  opportonity  of  answering  this,  the  third  edition  of  the  libel, 
is  aeh  a  fishien  aa  aeemed  to  him  best.    (Applause. ) 

The  new  anawer  thai  Professor  SmiUi  had  famished  contained  new  matter 
which  seemed  fitted  to  fscUitate  a  satis&etory  settlement  of  the  case.  It  was 
gooaUy  admitted  in  the  Synod  tliat  this  new  answer  hsd  redneed  to  a  minimum 
the  difeifsnee  of  Professor  Smith's  views  from  the  doctrines  of  the  Church,  and  Uiis 
riev  hsd  eneoorsged  the  Synod  to  hope  that  in  the  long  run  the  Church  might  see 
tu  vay  to  beeome  leeoncUed  to  him.  Tliat  was  oae  of  the  main  reasons  why  the 
SjBDd  had  resolved  to  xeeehre  the  Presbyteiy's  report  and  transmit  it  to  the  General 
iiicsihly.    (Applanaa.) 

Dt.  WUJSOK  pKopoeed  that  they  now  hear  Profbssor  Smith.    (Applause.) 

hefceeor  5KIIH-— Do  I  appear  first»  or  Mr.  Smith  of  Tarland  ? 

01.  WILSON — Mj  opinion  is,  that  the  Assembly  should  now  hear  Profossor 
^'*^iW^  aftefwarda  hear  the  reply* 

htfasMr  LINi)SA  Y-— I  thoa^^  it  had  been  already  arranged  that  the  Assembly 
ihedd  faa  of  all  bear  the  dissentients,  and  Uien  Professor  Smith.     (Applause.) 

Ot  fUiSON — If  that  is  the  mind  of  the  Assembly,  I  have  no  objections. 

ik  T.  A*  G.  BAJ^POUR-^It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman  who  has  to  reply  on 
thn  side  wonld  havo  no  opportunity  of  relying  to  one  of  the  most  important 
tpMches  ton  the  other  aide— (hear,  hear)— and  I  think  Professor  Smith  should  be 
heanlliist 

Fiiacipal  EAINY-*It  appean  to  me  it  is  a  vety  unimportant  qoestion.  Hy 
sfldeniaading  at  the  beginning  was  that  we  were  to  hear  the  discussion  as  it  came 
vp  ia  dae  ibnn,  and  then  to  hear  Professor  Smith.    (Hear,  heari  and  applause.) 

Sir  H£NBT  MOKCRBIFF—- 1  do  not  mean  to  attach  very  great  consequenee 
«  to  hew  thhi  ia  aettled.  At  the  same  time^  it  appears  to  me  that  what  Professor 
Snilk  hss  to  state  about  his  plea  ought  to  be  said  before  the  reply.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  FER6USOK  of  Kidmundy,  elder— I  beg  to  move  positively  that  the  dis- 
ttfitients  be  heard  oat  before  hearing  Professor  Smith.  I  shall  claim  my  right  to 
4tf  jde  the  Assembly  .on  that  point. 

Preveat  CAMPfifiLL,  Greenock — I  beg  to  move,  as  an  amendment^  that  Pro- 
feaer  Smitii  be  not  heard. 

lie.  MA5SOH,  who  apoke  from  the  bar,  udd  the  order  observed  in  the  Synod 
vas  that  PrdSnaor  Smith  was  first  heard^  and  then  the  reply  given. 

Professor  8lilTH~If  Mr.  Smith,  of  Tsrlsad^  desires  to  come  after  me,  I  am 
qsite  wiliiag  to  go  on. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tatland — ^I  have  expressed  no  desire  on  the  subject.  I  am  en- 
tirelf  in  the  handa  of  the  Houses  and  1  decline  to  commit  myself  on  one  view  or  the 
oiher.    (Applanae.) 

Sir  HBHBIC  MOHCBBIFE— It  ia  for  the  House  to  say  what  is  orderly  and 
right;  bat  I  really  do  thi^  if  thare  ia  one  man  to  reply  to  sevehd  speeches,  I 
thiak  he  ongiht  to  have  full  opportunitj. 

Frineipal  SAIli  Y— I  apoke  to  what  I  understood  to  be  the  enderstandlng.  It 
decs  not  aaesB  to  bo  the  antversal  underatanding  of  the  House. 

Mr  FSiiaU80K-*If  Prnfimsor  Smith  desires  to  go  on  I  shall  withdraw  my 
oietieB.    (Applause.) 

FmfiaiBOt  fiMITH  aa&d  he  ML  very  great  diffioolty,  after  the  very  preliminary 
diafaiaien  vliifih  took  place  when  the  partiea  were  slated  at  the  bar,  in  knowing 
czsetlty  whnft  he  waa  aalled  upon  te  defend  at  the  preaent  moment  Looking  at 
thia  matter  obl  the  baaia  of  what  appeared  in  the  papers,  all  that  came  op  at  the 
present  aaomeat  waa  the  question  with  regard  to  iJie  precednre  in  the  Presbytery. 
The  Presfayteryj  at  a  certain  stage,  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  last 
Assembly^  cneeantoied  obalaeles  which  moved  them  to  sist  procedure  and  report  to 
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tho  General  Aeeemblj.    That  aelion  on  the  part  of  the  Preabyiery.  might  be  rigfak, 
or  it  might  be  wrong.    It  was  pooaible  that  the  obataclea  were  of  aaeh  a  kind  that 
the  Preabytery  should  not  hare  attempted  to  oreroome  them.    In  that  eaae  ihe 
Qeneral  Auembly  would  naturally  enitain  the  Preabytery'a  report    Or,  oa  the 
other  hand,  it  was  conceiTable  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Aaeembly  the  obitaclei 
presented  were  such  as  the  Presbytery  iuelf  should  hare  endearoared  to  aarmouL 
But  in  either  case  no  personal  interest  of  his  would  hare  been  touehed,  because  his 
interest  did  not  consist  in  being  judged  by  the  Presbytery,  or  in  being  judged  by 
the  Assemblyy  but  being  judged  and  heard  on  all  the  substantial  pleaa  which  he 
had  to  give  in.     (Hear,  hear.)    He  was  unable  to  see  that  on  the  face  of  the  papers 
ihe  question  of  his  right  to  bring  forward  his  own  pleaa  at  the  proper  time  wm 
raised  at  all.     He  was  surprised  to  find  a  statement,  proceeding  from  a  very  in* 
flueutiiil  quarter  of  the  House,  put  forth  at  so  early  m  stage,  when  the  aotnal  ques- 
tion was  whether  certain  pleas  of  his  should  hare  been  from  the  firet  diamiesed  sc 
incompetent.     He  could  not  read  that  in  the  papera.    It  might  be  an  inference 
from  what  was  in  the  papers,  but  it  was  an  inference  not  justified  by  what  had  been 
atated  at  the  bar,  which  came  before  the  Assembly  in  a  singolar  and  hampered  way, 
as  the  utterances  of  one  of  the  weightiest  mouths  in  the  Assembly,  pnt  forth,  not 
judicially,  not  from,  the  bar,  bat  prior  to  the  pleadings.    That  raised  in  his  miad 
the  question,  what  weight  was  he  to  giro  to  these  utterances  1    Vaa  he  to  direct 
his  remarha  to  answer  these  utterances  t    Tiiat  diflieulty  became  more  aerious  when 
he  found  that  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  was  responsible  for  an  opinion  that  the  reil 
question  before  them  was  the  competency  of  hia  plea»  and  that  npon  it  he  would  be 
cslled  to  be  judged,  although  he  had  already  deeided  upon  the  competent  ex 
gratiaf  because  Sir  Heniy  had  published  hia  decision  in  a  printed  fonn,  and  bad 
acattered  it  orer  the  Church  with  the  rie  w  of  influencing  procedure.    ( Apfdauser  and 
"  Ko.**)    In  the  pamphlet  pat  forward  by  Sir  Henry,  and  whioh  had  been  repeatedly 
acknowledged,  he  said  in  a  postscript  to  that  pamphlet- 
Mr  M'LEAN,  elder — ^Moderator,  I  rise  to  order.    Is  Professor  Smith  entitled 
to  quote  from  a  pamphlet  which  has  been  issued  by  a  prirate  member,  and  which  ii 
not  in  the  papers  of  the  case  1    (Applause.) 

Professor  SMITH  intended  to  lay  objections  sgainst  Sir  Henry  appearing  ss  a 
judge  in  this  case,  and  to  lay  his  eridence  before  the  Assembly. 

Sir  HENBT  MONCR£lPF-~I  speak  to  order.  Professor  Smith  baa  no  right 
to  make  any  snqh  statements    (Applaose.) 

Professor  SMITH  said  he  was  in  possession  of  the  Hooae,  and  he  took  adrantage 
of  his  position  at  the  bar  to  say  what  only  could  be  aald  from  the  bar.  (Applause.) 
Sir  HENBY  MONCBEIPP,  who  spoke  from  the  side  of  the  bar— I  xiae  U  order 
again.  Any  objectiona  made  to  a  penon  roting  mnat  be  made  in  a  formal  way.  U 
is  perfectly  competent  for  Professor  Smith  or  any  other  person  to  eome  forwsid 
with  any  objections  in  a  formal  manner,  but  it  muat  be  done  in  that  way. 

Professor  SMITH — I  do  so  now ;  and  before  beginning  to  plead  I  laiae  this 
question,  and  I  lay  it  before  the  House. 

Sir  HEKBT  MONCBEIFF^Then,  Moderator,  my  answer  to  that  ia,  that  there 
is  not  one  word  in  that  pamphlet  or  that  statement  coming  from  me  which  in  the 
least  degree  settles  this  question.  What  I  hare  done  haa  been  defending  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Assembly  on  prerious  occasions. 

Professor  SMITH— I  am  sorry  to  hare  to  tax  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  with  forget* 
fulness,  and  I  am  sure  when  I  read  him  the  eztracta— 
Mr.  M'LEAK,  elder,  again  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  BENN19,  Wick,  said  Professor  SmUh  haa  Ubled  an  oljeeUon  to  the 
House,  and  he  is  at  liberty  to  stste  the  ground  npon  whioh  he  haa  takan  the  objectioa. 
Sir  HEKBY  MOKCBElFP--pAnd  the  sense  of  the  Hoose  will  bo  taken  on  the 
point 

Principal  BAIN T— Moderator,  Professor  Smith  haa  made  a  challenge  of  a 
member.  Of  that  challenge,  what  the  House  was  likely  to  think  of  it  waa  a  dif- 
ferent question,  but  he  was  quite  entitled  to  giro  his  eridenee  in  snmKtti  9i  ML 

Sir  HENBT  MOKCBEIPP—I  think  if  he  ia  to  atate  it  at  aU,  he  ahoald  eome 
forward  with  grounds  now  in  a  fonnal  way,  or  beiiBra  the  rote  ia  taken. 
Professor  Smith — Now,  if  yon  plesae. 
Principal  BAINT— I  onderstood  that»  aa  a  pteliainafy  toali  pleading;  Prsfeiwr 
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Saitfc  md  k«  vovld  make  good  hia  charge  now,  and  I  Bnbmit  that  nnless  ho  does 
to  he  Bnl  pan  from  the  matter.  * 

Vnhmot  SMITH — i  vonld  hare  done  so  before  now  if  I  had  not  been  inter- 
nptol  Ai  I  am  asked  to  snbatantiate  the  charge,  I  resame  it  at  the  point  at 
vhieh  Sir  Henvj  stopped  me.  Before  parties  were  placed  at  the  bar,  and  before 
■iMeis  wsrs  at  all  gone  into,  Sir  Henrjr  Monereiff  expressed  his  opinion  tliat  the 
Bttltr  whleh  was  now  eoming  np  before  the  House  was,  or^  at  all  events  would, 
prehsUj  tan  upon  the  question  of  the  competency  of  mj  plea.  Now,  I  think  that 
Sir  HcBfj  Meaerdflr,  who  believes  himself  to  be  now  face  to  face  with  mj  qaea- 
tiooydid  apon  the  110th  page  of  his  pamphlet  remark  that,  "  the  amended  libel  was 
i»t  SB  amended  Ubel  in  any  proper  sense  which  could  give  Professor  Smith  the 
ngbl  to  treat  it  as  a  new  libel,  the  relevancy  of  which  it  is  open  to  dispute."  Kow, 
it  msy  be  right  or  it  may  be  wrong  that  this  is  a  new  libel,  or  that  it  is  or  may  be 
eptt  to  dispate,  biii  my  plea  was  a  plea  to  show  that  I  had  the  right  to  treat  it  as 
%  Bcv  fibel,  (he  retevaney  of  whieh  is  open  to  dispute ;  and  the  objection  to  the 
«8si|)Heney  of  my  plea  is  preeisely  the  same  thing  as  appears  in  this  pamphlet 

Sir  HINBT  MOKCBEIFF— Then,  Moderator,  I  must  again  bring  np  the 
^pcfCtei. 

PrefeMor  SMITH — I  am  not  done  yet  If  Sir  Henry  Moncrelff  is  to  be  a  judge 
&fWr  puties  are  remored,  he  will  declare  that  this  question  turns  to  some  extent 
«a  tke  eompeteney  of  my  plea ;  but  upon  that  subject  we  have  already  Sir  Henry 
UiacNVsdeeisionin  print,  that  my  amendment  is  worth  nothing,  that  the  Ubel 
via  sn  s  libel  in  the  sense  that  it  was  a  new  libel,  the  relevancy  of  which  it  was 
•pcswdi^mte. 

StfEMONCRBlFF^Well,  Moderator,  my  answer  to  (hat  is,  the  question  of 
vhai  hit  Assembly  did  Is  a  historical  question.  (Applause.)  Whether  Professor 
SbM  kss  htmight  forward  a  plea  that  he  can  plead  before  the  courts  or  not,  any 
niQ  vfitlsg  the  history  of  the  eoort  with  accuracy  is  bound  to  show  that  the  deci- 
ms  vu  soeh  as  to  give  no  room  for  any  new  plea.  (Applause.)  No  doubt  an 
trgtasBt  has  eome  befbre  ns  now  that  was  not  before  me  when  I  wrote  that  history; 
isd  it  Bsy  be  for  me,  after  having  heard  the  new  matter,  to  say  whether  with  the 
Bcv  srgiiBents  I  may  not  myself  come  to  another  view — (laughter) — but  in  the 
Uiteiy  of  what  actually  took  place  in  the  Assembly  I  was  entitled  to  say  that  that 
VM  the  fUr  bearing  of  the  Assembly's  decision,  and  no  man  can  say  I  have  no  right 
to  Tote  oa  that  ground. 

I^eipsl  BAIKT — ^I  rise  to  propose  that  this  House  finds  that  there  is  no 
pvsads  to  ehaile&ge  the  position  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff— (applause,  and  hear, 
^etf>— sad  I  do  so  on  this  ground,  Moderator,  that  it  is  obviously  and  manifestly 
natter  of  fiwt  that  It  has  been  impossible  to  esrry  on  the  discussions  of  this  case 
vitkeat  indieatiiig  opinions  as  to  the  bearing  of  judgments  and  the  future  efifect  of 
jwigments  as  they  fell  out ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  any  of  us  who  have  Inti- 
ntted  sash  opinions  as  to  the  future  bearing  of  judgments  have  disqualified  our- 
Klves  to  be  frir  Judges  of  an  argument  which  may  challenge  that  opinion  when  it 
ii  to>Qghi  before  ns  in  a  judicial  capacity.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  believe  Sir  Henry 
VaDereiff  eminently,  and  ereiy  one  of  us,  in  our  degree,  will  open  our  minds  folly 
sad  feirly  to  amy  aneh  plea  as  may  now  be  stated  ;  but  I  rather  thiuk  that  a  very 
pt»i  aamber  of  ns  would  find  ouraelTos  disqualified  If  they  were  bound  by  an  opinion 
ef  vkat  had  gone  before.  " 

Dr.  BS60  seconded  the  motion.  He  said — On  the  theory  which  seems  to  have 
^«a  set  forth  from  the  bar,  we  would  be  all  disqualified — all  who  sat  in  the  two 
pierioos  Assembliea  would  be  disqaalified— all,  in  short,  who  have  ever  expressed 
sa  opieioQ  on  the  subject  Therefore,'  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  least  ground  for 
the  allegation  that  has  been  made.  There  is  no  more  fair  and  upright  man  in  this 
Cteieh  than  Sir  Henry  Monereiff ;  and  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  question  that  Pro- 
feiNT  Smith,  who  ia  being  heard  ex  ^ra^to— (hear,  hear,  and  cries  of  "  No,  no  ") — 
V^,  H  is  admitted  that  he  has  not  a  legal  right,  though  we  have  said  that  there 
^  be  a  moral  propriety  in  giving  him  this  opportunity,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
«^t  to  prevent  him  making  unfounded  personal  attaclcs  on  Sir  Henry  Moucreiff. 
1  <ie  Best  cordially  second  the  motion  of  Principsl  Rainy,  and  I  hope  this  line  of 
ftr^meat  vill  be  dtacontinned  on  the  part  of  Professor  Smith. 

l>r.  BAUPOVB  <eldef)  tald  Fiofessor  Smith  should  be  the  last  man  to  challenge 
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Sir  Henry  Moncroiff,  seeing  he  had  himself  pobUshed  "An  Open  Letter "  to  Prin- 
cipal IJainy,  in  which  he  speaks  approringly  of  the  Prinelpal  haring  ezpnssed  to 
him  his  opinion  that  a  conviction  eonld  not  be  obtained  .  If  meh  a  eonne  were 
right  in  the  case  of  Principal  Bainy,  why  should  Professor  SmiUi  oomplain  of  it  as 
being  wrong  in  that  of  Sir  Heniy  Honcreiff  2 

Professor  LINDSAY,  Qlasgow,  supported  the  motion  oC  Prinoipal  Bainyi  and  hb 
took  the  opportunity  of  sajing  that  there  was  all  the  differenoe  in  the  world  between 
a  Judge  and  an  accused  person.  (Applause.)  At  the  same  time,  from  the  reioarks 
of  Sir  Heniy^  he  had  perfect  confidence  thai  ha  woold  judge  thia  «aaa  with  sU 
fairness. 

Professor  SMITH  said  the  question  would  not  hare,  taken  thai  (om  had  not  Sir 
Henry  prevented  him  prosecuting  his  line  of  defence.  He  ^nsi  say  that  having 
received  from  Sir  Henry  the  assurance  that  nothing  he  ever  said  was  pther  than  s 
professional  opinion,  that  it  had  only  the  weight  of  an  opinjum  eomhig  from  a 
private  member,  he  had  not  yet  considered  the  pleas  and  argnmentq,  and  that  ius 
mind  was  still  perfectly  open  to  receive  new  pleas.    (Criea  of  **  Oh«"} 

Dr.  THOMSON— I  hope  parties  at  the  bar  will  avoid  all  those  {Miioiial  refer- 
ences ;  they  are  only  damaging  their  own  ease.  They  will  avoid  all  aaeh  things  if 
they  wish  to  get  a  fair  and  impartial  heazing  and  a  just  deciaion.  (CaUa  of  "  Witii- 
draw/*  and  a  Voice — **  It*s  not  gentlemanly.**) 

Professor  SMITH  would  leave  it  to  the  Moderator  if  thaze  waa  anything 
personal  in  his  remarks.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  no  deaire  to  mi^a  ao  formal  sn 
attack  as  he  (Sir  Henry)  had  forced  him  Into.  When  he  xeoeived  the  Bxplanation 
that  Sir  Henry's  mind  was  still  open  to  argument — (hear,  hear,  and  *'oh'V-lie 
wished  to  press  the  question  a  little  what  it  waa  they  were  actually  caUe4  upon  to 
decide  at  the  present  moment  Now  they  came  to  an  important  point.  He  hsd 
not  been  able  to  see  that  Mr  Mitchell  had  come  face  to  fac^  with  that  which  lay  in 
the  papers ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  his  great  argument  had  bean  that  Uie 
Presbytery  had  somehow  or  other  got  into  a  oonstitntional  hatUe  with  the  Qeaeol 
Assembly.  He  could  not  but  regret  that  so  little  attempt  was  mada  to  aee  tkst 
the  pleadings  at  the  bar  directed  agiunst  the  P&rty  at  the  bar  weza  kapt  to  the 
terms  of  the  motion.  It  seemed  to  him  that  w  Pieabjtery*a  oontantion  turned 
mainly  on  three  points — that  they  did  not  prejudge  ai^y thing,  that  thegr  did  not 
misjudge  anything,  and  that  they  did  not  delay  the  proceedinga  in  the  ease.  Tlie 
Presbytery  had  done  neither  of  these  three  things.  Taking  papera  in  a  case  did 
not  commit  them  to  any  opinion.  The  Presbytery  did  nqt  mi^adge  ^ijthing,  for 
there  was  no  complaint  against  them  for  any  act,  except  only  for  aUting;  and  they 
had  not  delayed  the  case  in  any  way.  So  Our  he  had  no  interest  in  the  matter  at 
all,  but  the  argument  came  back  to  the  question  whether  the  Presbytery  wens  retted 
by  anything  else  in  their  proceedings,  by  anything  else  than  the  Ulegitiaate  sd- 
mlssion  of  an  incompetent  plea.  That  waa  the  ooily  eontentiou  whieh  eesld  lend 
any  colour  to  the  greater  part  of  Mr.  Hitcheira  azgument  To  that  theva  were  tvo 
answers.  Nothing  appeared  on  the  papers  challenging  the  competaney;  the  mino- 
rity intimated  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  fight  their  ol^ectlona  te  it  on  its 
merits,  and  that  in  the  circumstances  vaa  the  only  just  and  proper  wi^.  His  pies 
was  not  frivolous ;  it  waa  not  couched  in  disrespectful  language  i  i^id  he  averred 
that  the  ouly  other  ground  on  whieh  it  might  have  been  declared  kiMunpetent  did 
not  exist — viz.,  that  it  ehallenged  on  the  face  of  it — ^impeached  aome  law  er  finding 
of  the  Church.  The  minority  had  withdrawn  all  appeala  a^^st  ita  eompetsney, 
and  therefore  it  was  too  late  for  one  in  the  Courts  ttther  at  or  outside  the  bar,  to 
raise  the  question  of  incompetency  before  he  was  auminoned  to  plead  t^  it  oa  its 
merits.  He  pressed  that,  because  thev  had  already  seen  that  there  waa  at  leaat  oni 
person  in  the  House  who  waa  prepared,  againat  what  If  j  on  the  (isce  of  the  papery 
to  raise  the  question  of  Incompetency  of  his  ptea.  (Cries  of  **  Order.")  It  vss 
impossible  that  the  House  could  deny  it  to  him  to  give  the  plea  pmper  weight 
when  it  came  to  be  considered  at  the  proper  time  along  wiUi  the  othe^^  psf^  P*^ 
in  by  him,  which  touched  the  whole  merits.  After  commenting  on  the  jodgaeat 
of  the  Assembly  sending  down  an  amended  libel  to  the  Preabyteiy  to  proceed  te 
probation  without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  on  that  proeadare,  he 
remarked'  that  he  had  a  dread  that  aomethiug  of  the  same  kind  nslght  he  done 
again,  because  he  found  that  the  action  of  the  Assembly  had  been  defended  ia  very 
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iLiMBfti^  qvartei*  mi  the  obTioos  and  natmral  metniiig  of  the  witbdnwal  of  a 
nfeitace.  He  p«re^Ted  ihaX  any  attempt  to  refer  to  axgoments  whieh  were  in 
print  wen  dieiwtelal  to  the  Hooee.  It  was  not  thonght  wrong  that  theae  aign* 
•enti  aheald  be  In  print,  thai  thej.  ahonld  be  eircnlated  and  weighed  hj  tiie 
nembsn  of  A  ammbly ;  but  it  jTaa  tiiooght  wrong  that  he,  atanding  in  the  only 
plaee  in  wUdI  he  eeald  refer  to  them,  ahonld  do  ao.    C  Oh.") 

Mr.  JTLEAK,  Glaagow  (elder),  who  waa  greeted  with  oriea  of  "Order"  and 
iaiBiraptioa*  Mtd  he  would  not  heat  each  atatemetita  made.  {"  Oh.")  When  he 
iteiiTed  8ir  Hcniy  Uonereiff'a  pam|^let»  he  thooght  it  waa  an  official  digeat  of  tha 
cut— (lavgfatcr) — ^bnt  when  lie  foond  it  waa  merely  Sir  Henry's  own  yiewa,  he  pot 
tk$  pamphlet  aaide  withoat  reading  it 

Pt«£maor  SMITH  aild  he  ahonld  endearour  to  go  into  theae  tangled  qneationa 

vithoii  refening  to  IndiTidnala,  hat  he  oonld  not  him  aaid  leaa  than  he  had.    Ho 

vnhed  the  Honae  to  remember  thai  there  were  only  two  thinga  it  eonld  do  if  they 

vnhad  to  take  tiie  ease  into  their  hands.    They  conld  aniUin  the  report  of  the 

Frohjteiy  mad  go  on  with  the  case,  but  if  the  report  waa  not  lecdred,  then  there 

«ts  aethUig  before  the  Honae,  and  the  Home  woold  hare  to  aend  back  to  the 

Pmbf tsrj  to  work  ita  way  throogh  hia  plea  aa  best  it  might    It  might  commit  an 

set  of  Tielenee  analegona  to  that  whieh  it  ooanmitted  laat  year  in  taeitly  getting  rid 

•I  a  sabfltantial  plea»  and  prevent  the  Ohoreh  from  coming  (aee  to  face  with  what 

vss  the  jwal  qneatiea  here.     The  real  qoeation  waa  not  that  which  they  had  heard 

hwa  Hr.  Xitefaell  and  in  declamatory  atatements  oataide — that  the  Preabytery 

wen  ia  itbellion  againat  the  Assembly.     It  waa  a  qneation  whether  the  opinion 

ff>f— id  hj   the  AaaemUy  of  1878,  wbidi  waa  undoobtedly  final  for  iu  own 

popos%  vbjeet  to  aigr  process  ef  redaction  that  ndght  be  set  about  in  any  eonati- 

laiioBsl  way,  waa  in  its  eifect  inch  a  finding  of  relcTancy  aa  had  foreclosed  for  ever 

the  ^Bsation  wlMther.  nnder  this  preaent  HM,  he  had  or  had  not  taught  that  which 

«ie  eppeaed  to  the  C<mfemion  of  Faith.    He  wished  to  know  whether  hia  right  to 

dieeam  that  weighty  qnaation  was  to  be  Bottled  here  upon  a  debate  on  an  entirely 

different  iaann.     If  he  were  called  upon  to  go  into  that  now  he  should  do  so  nnder 

frotesC    He  eenld  not  eoncelTc  how  any  penon  could  be  in  favour  of  such  an 

inegalar  eeuae,  except— and  it  waa  not  credible  there  ahonld  be— there  waa  any 

«e  in  the  Honae  wbs  waa  interested  in  not  letting  the  eaae  be  diseuased  in  ita 

dearvt  bearisga.     (Applauae.)    • 

Sir  HXNEY  MOiiCBSlFF  aaid  it  waa  qnite  impossible  for  the  House  at  thia 
stsge  to  any  whether  there  wevld  be  such  an  opportunity  or  not,  becauae  it  depended 
cakinly  upon  what  the  judgment  of  the  Houae  might  be  in  reference  to  the  matter 
beiiBfn  theSn,  and  therefore  Profeasor  SmiUi  muat  Just  act  at  hia  own  riak^  for  it 
VBB  impeaaible  for  the  Honae  to  say  whether  he  would  have  another  opportunity. 

Prino^  BAINY  add,  in  hia  Judgiuent  it  waa  not  aafe  for  Professor  Smith  to 
take  for  gimnted  that  he  would  have  another  opportunity,  and  that,  if  he  thonght 
itasatarial,  hooog^tnow  to  make  hia  atatementon  the  matter  of  the  plea.  He 
dcaiiedt  aa  a  judge,  to  guard  him  theteb 

▲  Member  of  the  Aberdeen  Presbytery  remarked  that  they  had  no  instruetions 
la  go  en  and  diaeuaa  the  plea. 

Prindpnl  RAiNT  belief  ed  that  although  the  Preabytery  reported  only  the  fact 
of  the  plea  to  the  Aaaembly,  the  Presbytery  which,  «ame  to  that  decision  had  heard 
Ptefaaser  Saalth  on  the  apMsita  of  the  plea. 

Mi  BSKHIE,  Wkk>  aaid  Frofoasor  Smith  had  a  right,  which  he  would  doubUesa 
daun  when  the  competency  of  the  plea  came  to  be  diseuased. 

Prsfswor  SMITH  aaid  he  had  ventured  to  think  that  it  waa  poasible  for  the 
leaiea  of  the  Houses  iamiUav  with  fo«ma  of  eocleahMtical  juatioe^  to  know  whether 
or  net «  dipeent  npcsi  o  merS'forinal  point  offered  alt  oeeasion  on  which  a  party  at 
the  bar  eenld  bo  eallsd  to  make  a  final  defonoe  upon  the  merita.  He  had  ventured 
ta  thhUi  that  eUher  Sir  Hei^y  Monereiff  or  Dr  Bainy  would  have  been  able  to  know 
tkat  pofail^  whieh,  he  tho^ght^  would  not  have  coat  very  anch  trouble  to  judgea  in 
etherOsoftak 

Sir  BWBS  XOKCBEIFF  held  that  that  mnit  depend  upon  what  the  Judg- 
Bentef  tho.Hoete  ^ottld  be.  No  ttan  eonld  aay  whether  Profesaor  Smith  would 
hare  an  epfertnnity  eraot. 
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Prbfenor  SMITH  Veniored  to  think  that  the  iMdeiB  of  the  Hoofle,  familiar  with 
the  foniu  of  eccleeiMtieal  justice,  would  be  able  to  give  &  definite  opinion.  Heren- 
tured  to  ask  the  House  whether,  under  this  dissent  and  eomplafnt^  he  was  ealled  to 
the  bar  to  defend  his  plea  upon  its  merits.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  go  on 
until  that  qaestioa  was  answered.  He  would  ask.  for  a  decision  if  necessarx,  ia 
order  to  knovr  whether  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  that  he  was  called  under  the 
papers  to  plead  on  this  plea. 

Sir  HKNRT  MONCREIFF  asked  attoniion  to  the  way  in  which  Profetsor 
Smith  was  allowed  to  speak  at  the  bar.  It  coold  not  be  said  that  he  was  called 
open.    He  bad  the  opportunity  if  he  chose,  but  certainly  he  was  not  called  epos. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  called  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  two  statements 
made  on  this  sui^ect  in  the  prlhted  papers,  and  which  he  thought  corered  the  whole 
ground  taken  up  by  Professor  Smith.  The  minority  of  the  Synod  stated  in  their 
reasons  of  dissent  and  complaint  that  "the  Assembly,  having  found  the  libel 
relerant,  and  oiderod  it  to  Im  aerred,  no  question  affecting  the  relevancy  can  nov 
be  raised,  and  therefore  the  plea  in  law  ought  not  to  liare  been  reoeired  by  the 
Presbjtory.  There  is  no  foondation  for  the  atatoment  that  new  matter  has  emerged 
— ^tliis  being  understood  to  refer  to  his  exposition  of  hia  views  on  Deuteronomy, 
given  by  Professor  Smith  in  his  so-called  '  Answer  to  the  Amended  LibeL*  The 
nevr  matter  in  iliat  document^  as  compared  with  fbrmer  answers,  is  not  due  to  aoT 
amendment  in  the  libel,  or  any  procedore  that  has  been  taken  in  the  Ohuroh  courts 
but  solely  to  extrsaeoos  caoses.  It  is  not  an  answer  to  an  amended  libel,  bat  an 
amended  answer  to  the  only  charge  of  the  libel  found  relevant." 

These  statements  were  found  in  the  reasons  of  dissent  whleh  were  before  tlie 
House  and  which  brought  up  the  wliole  matter.  It  was  not  a  mere  technical  qaea- 
lion  that  was  to  be  decided. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL— Professor  Smith  is  quite  enUtled  to  plead  that  the  libel 
has  not  been  found  relevant. 

Mr.  SMITH — I  have  also  to  aak  whether  we,  on  this  side  of  the  bar,  are  to  be 
allowed  to  reply  on  the  merits  1 

Professor  SMITH  said,  if  anything  aboot  his  plea  were  brought  up  under  the 
present  discussion  it  would  be  not  the  competency,  whleh  was  not  disputed  by  wij 
of  appeal,  but  the  merite;  and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  it*  was  now  and  upon  an 
appeal  of  this  sort  that  he  could  be  fairly  asked  to  exhaust  all  he  had  to  say  open 
the  merits.  He  asked  the  House  to  tell  whether  he  was  called  upon,  not  he  onlj, 
but  they— Sir  Henry  Monereiff  said  he  was  not  called  upon  to  say  more  than  he 
iiked — but  he  (the  speaker)  was  called  upon  to  say  all  that  was  neeenaiy  on  the 
merits,  if  he  understood  that  members  of  the  House  would  be  permitted  to  go  into 
the  merite  upon  dissent  and  complaint,  upon  which  the  question  was  raised.  This 
was  a  question  upon  which  he  called  for  the  aid  of  the  leaders  of  the  House,  who 
were  diveating  themselves  of  their  proper  authority.    (Applause  and  hisses.) 

Sir  HENRT  MONORSIFF^I  ssk,  would  it  be  tolerated  if  Dr.  Rainy  or  I  ven 
to  assume  to  say  Just  now  what  the  House  will  think  upon  that  t  It  is  out  of  the 
<luestion.    (Applause.) 

Professor  SMITH — It  is  a  mere  matter  of  order.    • 

Mr.  SMITH — It  is  our  oomplaint  and  protest  that  brings  up  the  ease.  It  la  not 
the  Presbytery's  procedure  at  all. 

Principal  RAINY  said  it  was  in  reference  to  a  question  of  order  that  he  said  be 
4id  not  think  it  safe  for  Professor  Smith  to  count  upon  having  another  opportonitj. 
He  warned  him,  as  far-  as  he  was  concerned,  that  be  did  not  hold  it  safe  for  him  to 
count  securely  upon  that,  and  he  was  not  prepared  now  to  move  a  Judgment  of  the 
Assembly  that  wonld  have  tha  eiibct  of  secoring  Um  another  opportunity.  With 
reference  to  what  Mr.  Smith,  of  Tariand,  aald,  he  rather  deprecated  the  Sjnod 
replying  npon  that  point.  The  truth  was,  that  was  one  revon  why  he  wished  Pro- 
fessor Smith  to  speak  after  the  other  parties.  He  thought  there  waft  a  question  now 
ibetween  these  partiee  that  could  be  discussed  by  iteelf,  but  he  thought  it  was 
important  that  this  House  should  hear  from  Professor  Smith  whatever  he  chose  to 
Huy  in  order  to  persuade  us  that  there  was  an  obstacle  before  the  Presbytery,  and 
that  the  Preabyteiy  were  right  in  aisting  procedure  in  view  of  it  It  was  Ibr  hia  part 
to  judge  whether  he  would  use  the  opportunity  in  the  sense  iH  wUdi  he  had 
explained  it  to  the  House,  or  whether  he  would  not    They  sympathised  with  Pro- 
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feHor  Smith  in  bis  diiSenlty,  bat  m  *  judge  be  did  not  hold  it  safe  for  Professor 
Soiib  to  oomii  on  liATlng  anoiher  opportunity  of  going  into  the  merits. 

Ur,  KILLSR,  one  of  the  parties  at  the  bar,  said  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen  had 
aeTcr  had  an  opportoaity  of  adjudicating  upon  the  matters  in  the  plea,  and  if  they 
vers  kept  at  tke  bar  aa  parties  in  the  ease  they  woald  be  prerented  from  taking' 
their  pUees  in  the  Honae,  and  from  taking  part  in  the  deeision  upon  a  thing  that 
bd  aefer  been  before  them  in  the  inferior  courts. 

BirHJBKAT  HONCBSIFF  said  that  the  question  about  the  releyaney  or  the 
competent  of  the  plea  was  not  regularly  before  them,  but  they  saw  how  it  entered 
i&to  the  case.  He  held  that  Professor  Smith  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  go  into 
uy  qncstlon  «a  to  whether  the  releraney  had  not  been  found,  as  to  whether  the 
jedgiMBt  of  1873  found  the  xeleTancy,  as  to  whether  it  had  been  found  since,  or  aa 
to  vhether  there  was  any  room  for  going  back  on  it  Professoi'  Smith  would  be 
qsiti  sBtitled  to  go  into  those  points,  but  not  into  the  general  merits  of  the  rele- 
TiBcj,  and  he  thought  that  Mr.  Sinith  would  be  quite  entitled  to  refer  to  that 
pvnC 

ILr.  R£N9I£  naked  whether  the  Synod  and  Presbytery  eould  resume  their  placer 
ia  tke  Hooae  and  rote  on  the  merits  of  the  pleas. 

Sir  HBNET  if  ONC&SIFF  said  that  most  unquestionably  they  could,  if  th» 
disKat  sad  complaint  were  once  disposed  of,  and  the  question  of  the  relerancy  came 
sa  t»  be  diaeaaaed. 

Prnhasor  SMITH  went  on  to  say  that  in  1878  tbe  Assembly,  by  a  narrow 
saiMlKj,  band  that  the  libel  against  him,  as  regarded  Deuteronomy,  was  releyant 
te  a  certsia  linuted  effects    It  was  rery  well  remarked  by  Sir  H.  Monereiff,  in  the 
jaiipMrt  which  had  been  alluded  to,  that  the  rery  nature  of  relcTancy  implied  that 
that  flseld  b«  no  degrees  in  it^    Very  good.    The  Assembly  found  a  part  of  tbe 
Ubd  lekfiai;  they  xerersed  the  judgment  of  the  Presbyteiy  so  far  as  to  find  that 
put  of  the  libel  lelevant  to  a  certain  eifect  the  Presbytery  had  found  not  relerant. 
Stlcfinqr  admitted  of  no  degrees ;  the  only  other  finding  that  eould  be  got  was  a 
fiadiag  ii  lalerant  timpUeUer;  instead  ef  that  the  Preebytery's  judgment  was 
Rfeaedy  not  entirely,  bnt  ''so  far;"  and  that  "so  far"  was  to  a  certain  efiect, 
Bsaiely, "  to  the  efifoet  that  the  statements  quoted  in  the  minor  proposition,  as  those 
ef  Preirsaor  Smith  regarding  Deuteronomy,  amounted  to  what  was  expressed  in  the 
aud  partlcnlar,  and  were  opposed  in  their  legitimate  results,"  not  in  their  necessary 
ifsaita^  "to  tlie  rapposltion  of  the  book  being  a  thoroughly  inspired  record."    He 
wished  it  to  be  diaUnetly  understood  that  this  finding  ha?ing  been  got  by  the 
HoeoOp  the  Chareb  was  undoubtedly  bound  to  make  what  it  could  of  it.    If  it  had 
aay  meaning,  it  waa  destxable  that  meaning  should  be  ascertained,  and  if  the  mean- 
ing, when  ascertained,  should  prove  capable  of  being  applied  in  any  legal  process,  by 
&U  means  let  it  be  implied,  unlem  the  Assembly  came  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  made 
a  miatake.    But  it  aeemed  to  him  it  waa  very  difficult  to  find  what  this  judgment 
Bcanl,  and  atiil  more  difficult  to  find  that  it  had  a  meaning  which  had  any  judicial 
forces    niey  were  told  that  the  statements  quoted  in  the  minor  proposition  as  those 
ef  Professor  Smith  regarding  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  amounted  to  what  waa 
ezpreased  in  the  said  particular.     They  did  not  amount  to  one  thing  expressed  in 
said  particular ;  they  did  not  certainly  amount  to  an  expression  on  his  part  that  the 
bo^  from  fiiat  to  last  waa  professedly  a  historical  document.    They  were  told  again 
that  those  atatementa  were  opposed  in  their  legitimate  results  to  the  supposition  of 
ihe  book  being  a  thoroughly  inspired  historical  record.    But  when  he  came  to  tbe 
libel,  he  did  not  find  he  waa  eharged  with  teaching  something  in  its  legitimate 
results  eppeaed  to  the  supposition  of  the  book  being  a  thoroughly  inspired  historical 
reesid.    Ue  found  he  waa  charged  with  publishing  an  opinion  about  Deuteronomy 
which  csntiadieted  the  doetrine  of  the  immediate  inspiration,  infallible  truth,  and 
diriae  aathority  of  the  Hely  Seripturea.    He  was  charged  with  having  denied  that 
Deateiunomy  waa  inspired — ^not  perhaps  denied  it  in  so  many  words,  but  denied  it 
eoBstraetively.    The  ofiTeaee,  however,  if  there  was  one,  which  waa  found  relevant  in 
tiiis  peealiar  judgment  of  the  Glasgow  Assembly,  waa  different    If  any  one  under- 
■tood  that  jadgmeaty  it  mnat  be  aupposed  to  be  understood  by  the  gentleman  who 
Baved  Is^  and  that  gentleman  had  supplied  the  Church  with  a  conaiderable  amount 
«f  Afonaatkn  aa  to  the  meaning  which  might  attach  to  it    In  discussing  the 
(dfttfsB  betwaen  thia  finding  and  the  report  of  the  College  Committee,  to  wliieb  he 
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bimself  tnbseiibed,  Sir  fieniy  took  occaaloA  to  point  oat  whmln  the  findtn; 
differed  from  the  opinion  of  said  oomznittoe.    Tiio  CoUoge  Committee  lepoited  that 
bis  (Mr.  Smitb'9)  viewi  did  not  infer  a  denial  on  hie  part^  either  directly  or  eon- 
stmctiTely,  of  the  inspiration  of  Deuteronomy.    Sir  Henry  nid  that  as  a  matter  of 
fact  he  held  that  still,  bat  the  error  he  was  prepared  to  fsenba  to  Professor  Smith 
was  a  logical  error  through  which  he  contended  for  a  tiieoiy  thai  eonld  not  be    j 
reconciled  with  Inspiration.    And  this»  Sir  Henr/  further  remarked,  %ss  not  1 
constmctlTO  diargOj  it  was  a  -  direot  charge  df  a  separato  and',  distinct  offlence. 
According  to  this,  in  the  judgment  of  tho  man  who  probably  knaw  more  abootit 
than  any  other  man  in  the  Assembly,  the  offence  bronght  home  4o  him  (Mi. 
Smith)  as  relevant  at  Glaagow  was  not  either  a  dlMct  oir  a  ooottnmtlve  ehaige  of 
denying  inspiration,  bat  a  direot  eharge  of  a  separate  and  distlnet  offence:   The 
Church,  in  brief,  found  that  he  was  guUty^  not  of  altaokiag  the  doctrine  of  inspin* 
tion,  bat  of  a  logical  error  throngh  which  he  contended  for  &  theoiy  which  coold  not 
be  reconciled  with  inspiration,    l^ow,  he  wished  to.  submit  bimself  to  Hie  Jndgmest 
of  the  Church.    His  own  prirate  opinion  was,  now  as  then,  that  he  had  not  nide 
a  logical  error,  and  that  Sir  Henxymade  one ;  bnt  it  did  not  become  hfm  to  stand 
there  and  plead  that,  because  it  m.ust  be  admitted  that»  according  to  the  light  ia 
possession  of  the  Assembly  in  1878,  he  was  found  to  hare  committed  a  logical  eiror, 
and  his  offence  was  the  perpetration  of  this  logical  erxDc    Aa  &r  aa  the  jadgmeut 
was  a  judgment  on  releyancy  at  all,  it  was  a  judgment  that  such  a  charge  was  Iel^ 
▼ant  against  him ;  and  in  the  amended  libel  he  was  nnaUe  to  diseorer  that  what  he 
was  charged  with  was  a  logical  error;   he  found,  on  the  contrary^  that  he  wu 
charged,  as  he  wiia  charged  before,  with  that  which  Sir  Henry  admitted  could 
not  be  made  out,  namely^  a  denial  ol  the  inspiration  of  the  Book  of  BeateronoiDj. 
(Applause.)    And  now  he  asked  the  House  to  consider  whether  he  had  taken  any 
ixregular  or  unconsmotional  steps  to.  bring  that  point  before  the  sotiee  of  the 
Church.     In  Uie  Preabytery  of  Aberdeen  a  year  ago,  the  queatton  of  the  Auembly't 
finding  on  geeundo  camA  up^    Sir  Hemy  was  not-  quite  aoeantte  in  hia  sefBtenoe  to 
that  matter.    The  papers  bore  that  Mr»  Selby^  secondod  by  Professor  SMmond, 
moved  that^  in  respect  of  Uie  Assembly  having  already  foandthia  part  of  the  lihel 
relevant  to  the  effect  recorded  in  its  Acta  ander  Hie  first  general  charge,  the  Pr» 
by  tery  pass  from  the  consideration  of  i^ectmcla.    No  donbt^  at  thai  time  they  were 
not  so  thoroughly  aware  as  now  that  the  preciae  sin  he  (Mr.  Bmilh)  had  oommitted 
was  the  perpetration  of  a  logical  error;  but  sUU  they  held  that  they  abonld  have  to 
look  about  a  little  before  i^hey  knew  the  exaet  effect  of  the  xelevatioy ;  bat  that 
whatever  charge  was  brought  against  him  under  the  relevancy  most  somehow  01 
other  fall  under  the  findiog  of  the  House  abont  tteunda.    The  Presbytery  found 
itself  face  to  face  with  this  difficulty — what  was  the  effect  of  a  judgment  which  wu 
nnlike  every  other  judgment  on  releyancgr  ever  seen  in  the  world — (a  laagh)--a 
judgment  which  found  one  guilty  of  something  by  mixing  up  hia  opinion  of  the 
matter  with  somebody  else's  opinion  of  the  matter,  and  finding  a  radical  inooDBS' 
tency  between  them  I    Was  it  altogether  straii^  that  the  Pjreabyteiy,  before  accept- 
ing a  judgment  of  relevaney  as  a  jodgment  mmffioUer  involving  iiereqr  ^^ 
deposition,  should  have  thought  it  desirable  that  either  they  or  aome  one  else 
should  look  into  the  terms  of  the  Assembly's  finding  and  see  what  tJieir  legal 
weight  was  \    He  was  not  conoemed  to  defend  the  Presbytery  or  say  that  they  took 
the  best  course ;  he  stood  there  on  his  lights  aa  an  aceosed  piarty  to  aay  he  lud 
raised  that  question,  and  that  it  must  be  aettled  one  way  or  other  before  the  case 
was  finished.    Having  referred  to  the  action  taken  when  Uie  matter  waa  broogbt 
l>efore  last  Assembly,  whereby  the  Freabytety  was  inatmcted  to  go  on  with  an 
adjusted  libel  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Chnreh,  Professor  Smith  uld  his  conten- 
tion as  to  the  effect  of  this  informal  judgment  on  relevancy  had  not  been  diaeosaed. 
It  therefore  was  plainly  his  right  to  bring  it  again  before  the  Ooojrt    It  waa  all  the 
more  his  right,  because  the  libel  daimed  to  have  been  a4}osted  in  aecordanee  with 
the  findings  of  the  two  laat  Assemblies*  and  waa  therefore  essentially  a  new  libeL 
It  waa  the  libel  which  introduced  an  entirely  new  element,  and  it  was  obviously  ia 
reason  that  he  should  ask  to  have  his  whole  position  reviewed  again,  nnder  the 
adjusted  libel,  and  to  have  it  seen  whether  the  afyosted  libel  waa  proven  and. 
whether  it  was  really  adjusted  to  the  forms  of  the  Home.    That  he  wonld  be  cos- 
tent  to  fight  for  on  the  broad  ground  ol  ocdinaiy  justice.    Ha  wlks  also  able  to  fight 
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ibr  II,  not  on  ft  nen  tediDkal  groand,  bat  on  the  fact  that  the  written  law  of  the 
AiMmblj  ezpreselj  stated  thaC  if  sny  change  was  made  on  the  copy  with  which  a 
miaiater  was  lerred,  he  was  to  he  cited  again  nnder  the  Act  which  provided  that  he 
vasaoi  to  be  eendemiied  under  a  libel  till  the  Presbytery  was  satisfied  of  its  rele- 
vsBcj.  The  a^i^istineiit  of  the  libel  beyond  dispute  brooght  with  it  the  omission  of 
a  Tvrj  Uige  pait  of  a  eomplieated  charge.  In  or^arj  cases  theie  was  no  action 
sod  reaetion  between  the  aepante  counts  of  a  libel,  but  in  this  libel  the  counts  did 
•0  kaog  together  thai  it  was  impossible  to  say  he  was  in  the  same  position  in 
friwBg  hie  anawexi  or  opposing  the  relerancy  of  the  Ubel  when  it  was  in  the  com- 
plicated atate,  and  when  it  was  in  this  almple  state.  Those  who  were  at  the  Olasgow 
ijwBblj  liad  obIj  to  eensolt  their  own  minds,  and  what  they  saw  on  all  sides,  to 
U  me  Ua  azsament  waa  a  solid  one.  £ren  Sir  H.  Monereiff;  in  his  argument  in 
knot  of  hia  position,  waa  not  able  to  avoid  wandering  on  one  or  two  points  into 
MMcsl  eoQsideratlona  aa  to  the  nature  of  inspiration  and  the  testimony  of  our  Lord; 
wUeh,  if  they  /cU  nnder  the  libel  at  all,  fell  nnder  other  parts  of  it  (Applause.) 
h  mnsi  also  be  Mmcmbered  that  the  emphatic  and  explicit  acquittal  given  him  (Mr. 
Sattth)  at  Glaagow  en  the  snbject  of  inspiration,  and  the  emphatic  way  in  which  the 
Aambly  thmat  aaide  and  did  not  attempt  to  charge  him  with  denying  the  authority 
•f  esr  Laid  ■  that  these  were  two  points  which  directly  bore  on  the  proof  of  the 
nlevancf  of  the  point  that  remained.  But  he  need  not  press  that  further,  because 
ke  fbeaki  be  liome  oat  when  he  ssid,  aa  matter  of  fact,  that  the  simplified  answer 
to  ths  amended  Ubel  had  been  mueh  olearer,  much  more  intelligible,  to  many  mem- 
ben  of  the  Honae  than  the  long  answer  he  gave  before.  It  was  said  by  those 
oppMsd  te  him*  that  in  the  amended  answer  he  had  narrowed  his  position.  If  that 
was  aeoante^  no  donbt  the  proper  place  for  his  new  answer  would  be  not  in  rele- 
laser  ^  in  pcobaftlon*  But  he  thought  the  House  would  give  some  weight  to  his 
ififrnrat,  thn&  he  himself  waa  not 'conscious  of  having  changed  his  position  in  the 
■stts^  The  only  point  on  whioh  subsequent  study  during  two  or  three  years  had 
aude  hisL  advance  Ida  critical  views  or  retract  them  In  any  way,  was  a  point  which 
V3s  kH  open  by  liis  article-Huamely,  the  precise  compass  of  the  original  legislative 
doauncnt  of  Denteionomy.  He  was  now  inclined  to  thinlc  it  somewhat  more  pro- 
bable than  he  did,  that  the  compass  of  the  legislative  was  smaller  than  some  critics 
had  aafpoaed.  But  neither  then  nor  now  had  ho  any  positive  opinion;  it  was 
merely  an  haelination;  and  he  must  say  that  now  he  was  only  fighting  for  what  he 
tke^gjht  then ;  that,  be  left  ont  the  whole  question  of  the  authenticity  of  the  narrative 
part  of  Denleionomy ;  that  hia  arUele  had  nothii^  to  do  with  that ;  that  it  conveyed 
DO  aasanlt  span  tliat;  that  it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the  arguments  which  com- 
pelled hnn  to  assume  that  pert  of  the  Deuteronomic  laws  were  later  than  Moses 
afofded  the  aUghtest  justification  for  an  saaault  upon  the  historicity  of  the  received 
ktstorieal  section  of  the  book.  He  waa  not  going  to  prove  that,  because  he  was 
qaite  sure  that  those  who  had  looked  into  the  case  accurately  would  see  that  this 
was  the  ease.  At  all  events  he  thonghf^his  assertion  of  what  had  been  bis  mind  all 
throadb  would  probably  have  as  mnd^  weight  with  the  House  as  Mr.  Mitchell's  vexy 
coafiteit  aaaertlon  thi^  he  had  changed  his  mind.  Mr.  Mitchell  had  put  that  in 
ioch  •  way  as  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  unveradty ;  but  before  that  court  he  did 
set  think  it  necessary  to  defend  his  character  for  veracity. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  spoke  to  order,  declaring  that  he  had  the  most  Implicit  confide 
ence  in  Me.  Smith's  veracity;  but  thatwiien  it .  came  to  be  a  matter  of  judging  on  a 
viiUeB  domasentk  he  would  not  take  Mr.  Smith's  opinion,  or  any  other  man's.  (A 
Ingh.) 

Prafeasor  SMITH,  after  remarking  that  he  hoped  he  had  left  the  impression  that 
be  had  a  anhatantial  right  to  get  the  advantage  of  defending  himself  on  the  simpli- 
Sed  lisae  by  aaSniplified  answer,  went  on  to  s^  that  the  second  grievance  done  to 
Mm  if  the  plea  waa  not  heard  was  this,  that  the  Edinburgh  Assembly  pronounced 
ao  finding  on  the  relevaney  in  its  present  form,  while  the  finding  of  the  Glasgow 
Aisemhlj  waa  of  an  ambigaous  character,-  or,  at  all  events,  of  a  character  which,  as 
^atcrpRted  by  the  person  best  entitled  to  interpret  it,  was  the  entirely  different 
eluirge  of  haviag  committed  a  logical  error.  When  it  was  stated  that  this  libel 
veat  down  to  the  Presbytery  a^io^ed  to  express  the  meaning  of  the  Assembly  of 
1S78,  he  certainly  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  arguing  before  the  Presbytery 
*^t  the  a^itatiafliit  J^d  not  been  very  satisfactory.    The  forms  of  the  Ghuroh  gave 
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the  highest  facilities  for  all  argmnent  on  relevaney  before  a  Presbytery,  and  tbey 
did  so  on  this  ground,  that  it  vas  not  reasonable,  and  not  in  aecordanee  with  th« 
oonstitnUon  of  the  Chnrch,  or  with  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Ohrist,  that  idj 
Presbyteiy  could  be  asked  to  prosecute  a  man  for  a  libel  whieh  they  themselT«s 
belioTed  irrelevant.  He  did  not  now  argue  that  a  mistake  was  made  from  the  tery 
first  by  the  taking  up  of  this  libel  by  the  Presbytery ;  but  he  pointed  out  that  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  their  legislation  there  was  not  a  clause  which  implied 
that  a  libel  which  a  Presbytery  had  found  irrelerant  should  be  found  relerant  by  s 
superior  court  and  sent  down  to  them  again.  On  the  contrary,  the  only  ittterferesce 
which  the  Assembly  was  allowed  in  any  ease  by  statute  to  make  in  forms  of  libel 
was  based  on  the  presumption  that  only  a  libel  found  relerant  by  a  Presbytery  eoald 
be  prosecuted  by  it  It  was  stated  that^  in  the  event  of  the  Assembly  sustaining 
an  appeal  or  dissent  and  complaint  against  the  releyancy  of  a  libel,  it  shoold  be 
competent  for  the  Assembly,  il  they  saw  fit,  to  eorreet  the  libel,  and  appoint  Ihe 
cause  to  be  tried  with  the  amended  libel.  Now,  what  did  that  mean?  It  meant 
that  where  a  Presbytery  had  found  a  libel  releTunt^  but  where  the  Assembly  had 
found  some  fault,  then  they  might  correct  the  libel  so  as  to  mske  it  really  relerant 
But  if  it  had  been  the  idea  of  the  Church  that  under  any  eireumstances  a  libel  eoold 
be  forced  upon  a  Presbytery  as  prosecotors  which  they  did  not  think  relerani,  ibe 
very  carefully  drawn  restrictions  of  that  Act  would  net  hare  existed.  Profeesor 
Smith  went  on  to  defend  this  interpretation  of  the  Act  against  the  charge  of  un<}ae 
technicality ;  and  submitted  that  if  the  Assembly  gare  fiie  Presbytery  a  command 
which  compelled  them  to  serve  a  libel  wUeh  they  eonselentionsly  beliOTed  irrelevant, 
and  to  serre  it  as  relerant^  shutting  oot  all  possible  questions  of  relevancy,  then  the 
Assembly  did  an  unconstitutional  thing.  The  Presbytery  had  declined  to  belieTe 
that  the  Assembly  did  commit  an  unconstitutional  act.  The  Presbytery  bad  bad 
more  respect  for  the  position  and  dignity  of  the  Assembly,  he  would  venture  to  saT, 
than  hftd  been  shown  by  the  minority  of  the  court.  The  Presbytery  refused  to 
believe  that  it  was  their  duty  to  strain  the  finding  of  last  Assembly  Into  anything 
that  put  pressure  upon  their  conacienoes ;  they  held  they  had  fblly  discharged  their 
duty  to  the  Assembly  when  they  did  what  they  could  do  in  eonsdenee  and  honoor. 
There  they  paused. 

The  Professor  resumed  his  seat  amid  an  outburst  of  applause,  whieh  called  forth 
grave  animadversion  from  the  Moderator. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  was  then  heard  in  reply.  Without  entering  on  the  whole 
history  of  the  procedure,  he  said  he  would  leave  the  question  of  the  Presbyteiy't 
conscience  to  the  conscience  of  the  Assembly  and  the  judgment  of  the  court.  (Ap- 
plause and  laughter.)  It  had  been  attempted  to  be  shown  that  the  question  before 
them  was  a  purely  technical  question— a  mere  question  of  procedure  on  the  part  of 
the  Presbyteiy.  However  technical  the  question  might  seem  to  be,  yet  the  principle 
involved,  and  the  grounds  on  whieh  these  decisions  were  eome  to,  were  of  a  veiy 
grave  kind.  The  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  seemed  to  act  very  largely  after  the 
manner  of  the  higher  critics.  They  had  a  great  aptitude,  and  were  extremely  sharp 
in  detecting  difficulties,  but  were  extremely  slow  and  inapt  in  finding  their  own  way 
or  showing  other  people  out  of  those  difficulties.  (Laughter.)  This  ftpplled  wiib 
great  force  to  the  concluding  remarks  of  Professor  Salmond,  whose  last  contention 
was  that  unless  the  House  received  those  papers  they  had  absolutely  nothing  before 
them  to  come  to  any  judgment  upon.  That  could  be  anhwered  by  this  one  remark— 
the  papers  oome  before  ^e  Assembly,  not  by  report  from  the  Presbytery,  but  by  the 
complaint  and  appeal  from  the  minority  of  the  Synod  and  of  the  Presbyteiy.  It 
waa  this  complaint  that  brought  up  the  ease  and  the  papers  connected  with  it, 
which  were  now  before  the  Assembly,  whatever  might  be  done  with  the  report 

He  objected  to  the  interpretation  given  by  Mr.  Niooll  to  the  view  taken  by  the 
minority  of  last  Assembly's  finding,  by  which  he  said  they  put  a  meaning  into  last 
Assembly's  finding.  According  to  the  contention  df  the  mijoilty,  the  finding  of  tbe 
Ajuembly  had  no  meaning;  and  what  the  minority  did  waa  to  Interpret  it  according 
to  its  natural  and  obviona  sense.  In  their  answers  (o  the  reasons  of  dissent  tbe 
Synod  say : — *'  Profeesor  Smith's  plea  raises  the  question  whether  the  Hbel,  aa 
finally  amended,  has  been  found  relevant  This  is  a  new  plea  which  has  never  been 
adduced  before,  much  less  answered.  It  is  denied  that  Professor  Smith's  theory  i* 
subjected  to  greater  limitation  in  the  '  answer  to  the  amended  libel '  than  it  was  in 
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tks  vritiag*  litellfld.*  Thftt  profestad  to  be  an  anawer  to  a  roaaon  of  appoal  whieh 
m  gma  la.  He  rather  thoaght  their  reason  was  an  answer  to  that,  and  the 
fUteiMatof  the  proteatera  waa  Utat  the  Asaembly  had  found  the  libel  relerant,  and 
asked  it  to  he  serred^  and  that  no  queation  of  releTaney  eoold  be  raised  by  the 
Pmbjteiy.  Then  noat  be  some  point  in  this  aa  in  eyery  case  at  which  the  record 
tlwdd  he  dosed.  Acoording  to  this  mode  a  case  might  go  on  from  year  to  year 
aid  froa  age  to  age  without  erer  being  cloaed.  His  oontonUon  waa  that  as  reguded 
tkis  iibel  &•  leeord  had  been  closed  when  last  Assembly  sent  down  that  libel  to 
Uie  FRsbytoiy  with  inatmetions  to  serre  it^  The  introduotion  of  new  matter  after 
dat  lis  taiirely  inelerant.  The  new  anawer  was  not  a  new  anawer  to  a  new  libel, 
btt  IB  snended  anawer  to  the  old  libel.  Professor  Smith  had  contended  that  bis 
uinr  now  waa  the  Teiy  same  as  it  waa  before  in  a  more  simple  and  less  oom- 
plkitcd  fom.  He  had  told  them  that  he  was  aocnaed  of  changing  his  mind.  He 
\Mr.  &BiUi)  waa  not  prepared  to  enter  into  Professor  Smith's  mind — (laughter] — 
bst  cMsparing  his  former  answers,  especially  his  additional  anawer,  which  was 
bcfcR  f«iBer  Assembliea*  with  his  present  answer  aa  now  before  them,  he  waa 
pfepszed  now  to  prore  by  quotetions  one  after  another,  and  many  of  them,  that 
tkte  weie  great  and  manifest  contradietiona  between  the  former  answers  and  the 
acT.  Fenaerlj  D  included  the  major  part  of  Deuteronomy,  now  it  did  not  include 
«  Boeh.  Formerly  it  contoined  the  moat  apiritnal  view  of  the  law ;  now  the  moat 
ipuiunlfiew  of  the  law  waa  ontaide  of  D;  formerly  this  could  not  be  put  at  the 
bcgiauig  of  the  theoeraiic  deTclopment  without  making  the  whole  subsequent 
kiiiQij  niatelligible ;  now  it  is  at  the  beginhing.  Formerly  D  was  the  portion  to 
v^soi  Lozd  attached  His  teachings ;  now  it  was  quite  different,  and  excluded  that 
voyportiw. 

Ml  GILLESPIE,  Airdrie,  spoke  to  order.  This  was  not  only  going  into  the 
nkmej,  but  aetvally  into  probation  of  the  libel.  (Cries  of  "  Go  on,  Mr.  Smitli.") 
•tfr.  GiUiipift  continued  that  Mr.  Smith's  aigument  did  not  refer  to  the  matter  at 
ficMBt  snder  debate. 

Sir  HSNBY  HOI^CBEIFF  said  Kr  Smith  must  not  travel  into  the  great 
93<itMB  ef  the  reloTaiicy  in  iteelf,  but  he  had  to  show  whether  the  relcTancy  ought 
to  be  refiewed,  and  whether  there  were  defecte  in  the  jndgmente  of  the  relerancy. 

Mr.  SMITH,  eontinoing,  said  that  a  strong  opinion  had  been  expressed  that 
^j  were  wrongly  accusing  Professor  Smith  of  contradiction.  He  thought  he  was 
pofeetly  entitled  to  show  what  he  was  now  ahowing,  that  the  answer  waa  not  an 
ttiver  te  aa  amended  libel,  but  an  amended  anawer  to  the  old  libeL  Professor 
Pith's  aoswer  to  th«  charges  now  did  not  stend  exactly  as  before,  but  it  was  not 
^  ebage  in  the  libel  which  had  produced  this  change  in  him. 

Mr.  SCBTMQEOUB*  Glasgow,  rose  to  order ;  and  a  Membie  said  that  Mr.  Smith 
Ud  the  light  te  reply. 

Priadpal  BAI17T  said  it  was  quite  true  that  Hr.  Smith  had  the  right  to  reply, 
M  itUl  it  waa  imperatiTC  that  he  ahould  carefully  abstain  from  going  into  matter 
riat  bad  not  been  matter  of  debate  at  the  bar.  While  not  disputing  his  right  te 
Bdieste  how  he  could  prove  that  this  amended  answer  involved  some  substantial 
^^^uge^  yet  by  travelling  into  great  detoil  he  was  really  affecting  other  parte  of 
t^case. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  would  not  continue  longer  in  that  line  of  defence.  He 
*Mld  merely  say  that  he  could  have  gone  on  so  for  nearly  half  an  hour.  (Laughter.) 
Professor  Salmond  held  that  Professor  Smith's  theory  was  missteted  in  the  libel 
iUelC  Now,  he  supposed  that  might  be  a  question  to  be  raised  on  probation ;  but 
*bst  he  wanted  to  say  was  this,  that  whatever  quotations  were  in  the  libel  now 
*eie  ia  the  libel  before,  and  that  the  libel  had  not  been  amended  for  the  purpose  of 
iueniag  theae  qaotet{ona  into  it    (Applause,) 

la  reply  to  a  Member,  Sir  HBNBY  MOKCBEIFF  said  that  all  the  members 
<^  the  Aberdeen  Presbytery  and  Synod  who  were  permanently  members — that 
ni,  the  minlstexa  and  the  elders  who  were  members  of  the  Presbytery  and  Synod 
u  the  time  iHien  the  proceedings  took  place — could  not  vote,  but  if  there  were  any 
^^en  representing  the  Presbyteiy  or  Synod  now  who  had  not  been  members  at 
\Ui  time  these  would  be  allowed  to  vote. 
Piittes  having  been  removed. 

Sir  HEHBT  MONCBEIFF  said— It  is  wiOi  great  relactanoe  that  I  come  for- 
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ward  at  all  in  thii  ease.    I  have  no  great  deaire  to  take  part  in  determming  thii 

qaeatlon.    It  is  not  becaase  I  hare  any  desire  to  do  so,  beeaase  I  have  done  so 

before,  Uiat  I  do  to  now,  bot  beeanse  I  am  advised  and  called  upon  and  ezpeeted  to 

do  so  by  tbose  who  are  eompetent  to  jndge.     On  that  aeconnt  I  with  great  reloet- 

anoe  oome  forward  to  give  an  opinion  upon  this  case,  to  state'  what  kppeirB  to  me 

is  the  right  coarse  fbr  the  Assembly.    Ndw,  I  have  all  through  this  ease  felt  a  great 

deal  of  consideration  for  Professor  Smith.     I  f()t  froln  the  beginning  tiist  this 

(Binrch  had  pal  him  into  the  office  Which  he  holds  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  life, 

and  that^  having  done  so,  wo  ought  not  to  be  yery  hasty  in  eondenming  him  beanie 

he  appears  to  as  to  have  been  rash  and  foolish.  -  We  acted,  as  I  think,  prematurely 

in  patting  any  man  into  saeh  a  chair  in  Aberdeen,  who  had  no  experience  of  the 

ninistiy.     (Hear,  hear.)    That  was  not  his  fault ;  it  was  the  laaU  of  the  Asgembljf 

and  that  was  jast  the  reason  why  we  should'  have  great  conrideratioh  for  his  posHioD. 

Bat,  then,  it  is  not  a  reason-  why  in  a  matter  that^  on  the  one  hand,  concerns  tiie 

qoestion  of  seriptural  trath  so  maeh,  and,  on  the  other,  interests  the  minds  and 

feelings  of  soch  a  large  proportion  of  oar  people*-St  is  not  a  reason  why  w6  eboold 

not  l(Mk  the  matter  in  tiie  fkae,  and  do  what  is  needful  for  the  satisfaetion  of  the 

Ohurefa,  and  wiuit  we  believe  the  honour  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  demands 

of  OSL*   (Applaose.)    Now,  in  regard  to  the  questions  at  present  before  as,  1  hare 

said,  and  I  repeat  it,  I  was  quite  open  to  hear  what  could  be  said  in  support  of  tiie 

course  taken  by  the  Presbytery^  and  what  could  be  said  in  support  oven  of  the  plea 

by  Professor  Smith,  and  with  respect  to  the  new  matter  that  is  alleged,  and  therefore 

1  have  been  endeavouring  to  estimate  What  the  special' grounds  are  on  whldi  a  plea 

ean  be  allowed  in  this  ease.    It  most  certainly  would  not  be  allowed  in  any  ordmary 

case  in  which  a  libel  had  been  found  relevant,  and  in  which  affirmation  of  the 

relevancy  has-been  so  greatly  repeated;     I  have  been  endeavouring  to  see  vbat 

special  ground  there  oould  be  for  that,  and  then  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 

estimate  what  the  new  matter  is.     I  do  not  take  the  authorlfy  of  Pardovsn  upon 

.the  salgect,  becaase  he  mixed  up  civil  matters  with  ecclesiastical  rather  more  thin 

we  should  be  disposed  to  admit.    There  is  useful  information  in  his  book,  and  that 

is  all,  bat,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  deny  the  f^sasibility  of  showing  that  if  any  nev 

or  extraordinary  discovery  be  made  that  would  affhct  the  case,  some  way  ihoold  be 

taken  by  which  the  court  might  rectify  the  former  Judgment.    Ooly  it  does  appear 

to  me  that  anything  of  this  extraordinary  kind  in  the  way  of  discoveiy  would  reqoiie 

a  peooliar  and  extraordinary  action  on  the  part  of  the  ^uroh,  and  it  would  nerer 

do  just  to  let  it  be  understood  that  one  Assembly,  just'  because  it  thdught  it  hsd 

discovered  something  new,  should  reverse  the  decision  of  the  previous  Asaemblj,  or 

of  the  one  before  that^  bot  that  somehow  or  other  the  mind  of  the  whole  Church 

should,  be  consulted.     I  could  imagine  in  the  ease  of  a  man  who  had  been  foaad 

guilty  of  a  charge  of  a  moral  nature,  how  facts  might  come  to  light  which  woold 

show  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  find  him  guilty,  and  if  that  were  so  tho  whole  Church 

would  exclaim  that  that  must  be  altered,  and  the  Assembly  would  know  in  that  vaj 

that  the  judgment  of  the  Church  should  be  altered.    But,  then,  it  seems  to  mo  that 

it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  even  in  such  a  case  that  the  mind  of  the  Presbj- 

teries  should  be  got  at  in  order  that  yon  might  not  have  anything  done  in  so  loose 

a  manner  as  that  one  Assembly  should  reverse  the  decision  of  another,  becaoae  that 

would  inevitably  give  rise,  especially  if  parties  were  nearly  e^ally  balanced,  to 

reversing  the  decisions  of  one  Assembly  by  the  next,  and  in  that  way  it  would  be  a 

game  of  battledore  and  shuttlecock.     The  principle  is  a  fixed  one,  and  yon  must, 

really  to  warrant  any  talk  about  that,  have  something  which  can  be  called  a  new 

and  extraordinary  discovery.    I  have  spoken  of  this  merely  for  the  parpose  of  sajiog 

that  I  do  not  know  what  the  new  and  extraordinaiy  dlseovery  in  this  esse  'u-   ^ 

have  not  been  able  to  see  any  new  or  extraordinary  discoveiy. 

Allow  me  first  to  speak  of  the  peculiar  plea.  "Sow,  that  point  I  had  considered 
in  my  mind,  looking  back  upon  all  the  points  upon  which  it  could  be  shown  that 
the  relevancy  of  the  existing  libel  has  been  found  and  clinched,  and  I  was  anxiooalj 
waiting  to  hear  if  there  was  any  way  by  which  that  chain  of  argument  could  be 
upset  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  such  way,  and  what  I  want  to  consider 
is  this,  that  if  there  be  no  such  way,  then,  notwithstanding  all  that  Professor  Smith 
has  said  about  our  not  being  entitled  to  speak  about  the  competency  of  the  pl^ 
there  ooald  be  two  senses  under  which  a  plea  could  be  incompetent.    The  pie* 
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might  be  incompetent  open  greundi  that  might  reqnire  yon  to  go  thoroaghlj  into 
it  in  order  to  aecertAin  them,  bat  it  might  be  that  the  rerj  entertainment  of  it 
i&igbt  laplj  nieh  a  thorough  breaking  In  on  all  right  order  that  yon  cannot  think 
of  it  aa  a  plea  that  ooght  eren  to  be  reeeired  or  recorded.    That  is  the  qaeetion 
wkieh  ariatt  here.    If  in  any  ordinary  case  of  the  libel  being  found  relevant  by  the 
Auemblj  and  ordered  to  be  serred,  a  plea  had  been  pat  in  at  the  time  of  the 
service,  thai  after  all  the  libel  was  not  relevant,  althongh  the  Assembly  had  foond 
ii  10,  woaki  a  Freabyteiy  in  ordinary  cireamstances  hare  been  entitled  to  reeeire 
tk«t  pita  ai  alii    Wonld  they  not  have  been  boand  to  say  that  it  was  not  merely 
bconpetcnty  but  so  incompetent  that  we  cannot  take  it  op  ?     My  experience  in 
Choreh  maitera  makes  me  come  to  the  conclosion  that  that  numifestly  woald  be  the 
dsij  of  the  Presbytery  in  sack  eases.    Is  there  anything  in  thia"  case  to  caose  them 
to  aet  aalde  the  dictatea  of  common  sense  and  right  Jodgment  in  snch  matters  1 
let  as  nark  ike  poink    This  libel,  as  it  stands,  has  been  foond  relevant.    I  do  not 
aiy  JBst  aow  whether  It  was  right  or  wrong  to  find  the  libel  relevant.     Bat,  first  of 
ill.  we  have  ike  decision  of  1878.    Well,  objections  were  made  to  ^he  motion  then 
orried.    It  was  said  to  be  an  incompetent  motion,  that  ooght  not  to  be  pot  to  the 
rote,  bat  I  wink  this  Assembly  to  remember  that  the  Assembly  of  1878  had  the 
4;mi^  before  them—"  Is  that  part  of  the  libel  relevant  or  not  1"    That  was  the 
««al7  qocstion  before  them,  and  therefore  no  motion  ooght  to  have  been  pot  to  the 
tote  thai  waa  not  a  competent  motion  open  that  qoestion,  and  which  did  not  tend 
lo  dfedfe  ii  <Hia  way  or  another.    Taiioas  parties  objected  to  the  competency  of  the 
meUia,  bat  people  may  make  objection  to  the  competency  of  the  motion  a  reason 
fer  r^edi^  it  on  the  merits.    Bat  if  once  they  allowed  it  to  go  to  the  vote  as  a 
flwUoa  «i  the  mcoits,  notwithstanding  their  objections,  they  cannot  go  back  on  the 
pnad  that  ii  waa  incompetent,  and  say  it  was  incompetent  to  allow  it  to  be  pot  to 
t^  rote.    Thai  is  j oat  the  state  of  the  case.    If  those  who  objected  to  the  compe- 
*«eicy  of  that  motion  at  the  time  had  pressed  their  objections  so  ss  to  move  that  it 
jkoold  BOi  be  received  as  a  motion  upon  the  qoestion,  well  it  might  have  been 
rejected,  and  there  was  the  opportonity  for  people  to  make  another  motion  which 
voold  have  been  competent.    Bat  those  who  thought  that  did  not  choose  to  take 
thit  line.     They  rather  chose  to  take  their  chance  of  carrying  a  migority  on  the 
aeritsL    Then,  having  raised  that  objection,  in  argument  on  the  merits,  the  qoes- 
tion to  be  decided  was  the  relevancy  of  the  libe^  and  it  was  foond  by  a  migority 
that  the  libel  waa  relevant. 

I  am  qute  aware  statements  have  been  made  that  seemed  to  imply  that  the  libel 
vas  ibcmd  relevant  upon  gronnds  that  were  afterwards  foond  to  be  invalid.    That  is 
to  say,  some  people  imagine  that  the  migority  waa  made  op  of  people  who  qoestion 
Professor  Smith's  views  on  inspiration.    It  was  most  distinctly  stated  before  the 
▼ote  thai  that  eoold  not  be  the  qoesUon,  for  it  woold  never  do  to  try  a  man  for  one 
diing  and  condemn  him  on  another.    His  views  on  inspiration  were  not  before  the 
eoort  to  make  a  ground  of  judgment,  and  that  was  distinctly  stated  at  the  beginning 
and  alao  before  iht  vote.    Then,  it  was  inferred  because  the  next  decision  was  come 
t-^  by  a  large  majority — a  rejection  of  the  relevancy  of  that  part  of  the  libel — ^that 
it  was  in  oonaequence  of  Professor  Smith  having  explained  his  views  on  inspiration 
thai  people  inmed  about  and  voted  otherwise.    I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the 
aaajotity  of  the  people  who  composed  that  minority  would  readily  disclaim  that  view, 
that  tl^y  only  luui  his  views  on  the  specialties  of  the  third  particular  before  them, 
sad  that  they  had  their  special  grounds  for  that  decision.    In  any  way  ike  judg- 
ment of  1878,  standing  by  itself,  waa  held  as  a  decision  in  favour  of  the  relevancy.    I 
291  aware  that  Ptofessor  Smith  says  that,  according  to  what  I  have  myself  stated, 
*hat  judgment  waa  a  judgment  finding  that  Professor  Smith  maintained  an  opinion 
that,  ia  the  view  of  the  Church,  could  not  be  logically  reconciled  with  the  Standards, 
thouj^h  not  a  direct  denial  of  the  Standards. 

Bat  now  it  Is  important  to  note  the  fact  that,  in  the  answers  to  the  original  libel. 
Professor  Smith  virtually  acknowledged  that  might  be  a  fair  ground  for  finding  the 
Ubel  relevant  under  the  first  charge.  He  said,  *'  I  admit  it  is  quite  enough  to  incur 
tkki  general  eenanre  of  the  Ohurch  if  my  statements  should  be  proved  to  be  logically 
.ificontiiteat  with  what  is  tanght  in  the  Standards  by  a  chain  of  strict  reasoning,  in 
which  every  link  is  complete."  That  waa  an  admission  of  Professor  Smith's  at  the 
eommeneement  of  ibe  cue.    I  find  that  statement  confirmed  by  the  views  of  some 
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of  iliose  wbo  sapper  ted  him  in  the  Synod,  and  I  find  in  the  answers  of  reasons  and 
dissent  giren  in  as  to  the  second  alternatWe  that  the  ground  taken  in  the  reaaont 
most,  in  the  Synod's  riew,  be  regarded  as  somehow  implying  an  illogical  incoa* 
aistency  with  the  Standards,  in  which  case  it  would  probably  come  onder  the  fint 
altematiye  charge.  Now,  that  was  the  view  of  some  of  the  supporters  of  Profeaaor 
Smith  in  the  Synod  before  the  Assembly  of  1878.  In  these  clrcomstances  I  do  not 
think  any  one  could  be  blamed  for  finding  that  part  of  the  libel  relevant  in  the  first 
altematiye,  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  hold  these  to  be  in  it  a  direct 
denial  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Standards,  or  that  even  it  was  considered  as  inyolriog 
a  constmctiye  denial,  but  I  am  prepared  to  hold  to  its  inyolving  the  maintenance  of 
a  yiew  that  is  logically  inconsistent  with  the  Standards.  That  was  the  ground  1 
took  in  1878,  and  all  along  the  ground  I  hold  is  that  the  offence  Professor  Bmiih 
committed  is  not  a  direct  denial  of  the  Standards — it  is  impossible  to  impute  thai 
to  him — ^but  the  maintenance  of  a  yiew  which,  in  our  judgment,  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  the  Standards.  Well,  then,  so  much  for  the  Assembly  of  1878 ;  but  then,  the 
case  went  on,  and  the  libel  went  to  the  Presbytery  again,  and  they  would  find  that 
it  went  to  the  Synod.  Then  the  Synod  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  Preshjtery 
about  the  reference  the  Presbytery  wished  to  make  to  last  Assembly,  and  I  am  quite 
aware  that  some  people  will  tell  you  that  the  Synod  must  be  understood  simply  as 
having  found  that  it  was  Inexpedient  in  the  circumstances  to  transmit  that  reference. 
But  we  must  look  to  the  language  which  the  Synod  itself  employed  in  answeriDg 
the  reasons  of  dissent  Now,  one  of  these  answers  was,  that  the  reference  itself 
specifies  no  difiiculties,  and  the  Synod  was  of  opinion  none  existed.  Therefore  the 
opinion  of  the  Synod  was  clearly  this — that  there  was  no  difficulty  to  answer.  He 
attached  importance  to  this,  because  whatever  reasons  their  friends  might  give  for 
falling  away  from  their  dissent  against  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  the  Synod'd 
judgment  became  final,  and  therefore  they  had  the  fact  of  the  relevancy  of  the  libel 
having  been  found  clinched  by  this  judgment  of  the  Synod.  He  should  be  disposed 
to  say  that  when  the  Assembly  resolved  to  serve  the  libel — and  the  Assembly  knew 
that  by  the  law  a  libel  could  not  be  served  wiihoot  being  found  relevant — the  troe 
assumption  must  be  that  the  libel  must  have  been  found  relevant.  When  thej 
ordered  it  to  be  served  they  served  the  libel  because  they  believed  it  had  been  fonnd 
relevant,  and  they  must  have  evidence  to  the  contrary  before  they  could  suppose  ii 
was  not  relevant.  The  Presbytery  served  the  libel,  no  doubt  with  a  reservation, 
but  he  did  not  think  the  reservation  mattered  in  the  slightest  degree.  And  here 
was  now  the  unprecedented  attempt,  after  all  that  had  been  done,  to  break  in  upon 
the  relevancy,  they  say  you  must  go  bsck  upon  it.  Not  only  did  the  Assembly 
order  the  Presbytery  to  serve  the  libel,  but  they  appointed  a  committee  to  readjust 
It.  They  did  not  instruct  the  committee  to  amend  the  libel,  but  to  adjust  it  to  the 
judgment  of  this  and  of  the  last  Assembly.  How  could  they  adjust  it  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  last  Assembly  except  by  adjusting  it  to  the  decision  in  favoor  of  the 
relevancy  1  Everything  that  the  Assembly  did  clinched  the  argument  that  it  waa 
undoubtedly  found  relevant,  and  now  they  could  not  go  back  upon  it.  Professor 
Smith's  plea  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  last  Assembly,  and  he  did  not  know  vhy 
that  had  not  been  done.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  case  being  protracted  on  and 
on,  and  then  bringing  forvard  a  plea  like  this.  He  held  that  the  Presbytery  were 
not  entitled  to  attend  to  the  plea  even  if  there  seemed  to  be  something  new  and  extraor- 
dinary about  it.  But  was  there  anything  new  or  extraordinary  about  iti  The  plea, 
of  course,  was  that  this  libel  was  not  the  same  libel,  but  was  it  to  be  said  that  when 
a  libel  had  consisted  of  a  great  number  of  charges,  and  the  Assembly  found  a  num- 
ber of  these  not  relevsnt,  they  might  not  go  on  to  serve  the  libel  with  what  they 
had  fonnd  relevant  1  In  no  previous  period  of  their  Church's  history  would  the  idea 
have  been  entertained  that  because  they  bad  only  found  one  part  of  it  relevant  that 
the  relevancy  must  be  all  judged  over  again. 

Then,  it  might  be  asked,  why  did  the  Assembly  not  say  in  its  minutes  that  the 
libel  was  found  relevant  f  But  to  that  he  had  to  remark  that  if  the  Assembly  had 
gone  deliberately  to  say  it  was  found  relevant,  that  would  have  been  the  very  way  of 
casting  a  doubt  on  the  matter.  In  these  circumstances  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
Presbyteiy  were  not  warranted  in  looking  at  that  plea.  Now,  the  question  was. 
has  there  been  a  new  and  extraordinary  discovery  t  He  wished  it  to  be  remembered 
by  the  bar  and  by  the  House  that  this  jndgme&t  of  the  Presbytery  waa  not  merely  a 
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jodgBeatModiag  up  a  report^  bat  it  was  a  jadgment  Bisliog  procedare  in  relation  to  a 
DtUer  thai  the  Anembly  held  to  be  of  the  atmoat  importance.  He  would  not  go 
isto  Um  qoeition  whether  there  waa  any  direct  disobedience  of  the  Aesembly  in  not 
proeeediBg  to  probation,  bot  he  wonld  remark  that  the  only  thing  in  which  liberty 
V18  left  lo  the  Preabytery  waa  to  jodge  of  the  qaesiion  of  probation.  He  acknow- 
ledged that  Profeaeor  Smith's  anawera  were  different  in  some  respects ;  but  he  did 
Li^t  think  there  waa  anything  new  or  extraordinary  in  them.  Sir  Henry  then  went 
tstoisythat  the  assertion  here  in  the  libel  waa  that  Professor  Smith  made  the 
Awk  of  Beoterooomy  not  to  poasess  the  character  of  an  historical  record.  In  his 
vpijuoii  the  book  was  depriTc^  of  that  character.  He  was  not  going  into  the  merits, 
kt  he  woald  merely  say  it  wonld  not  do  to  maintain  the  language  of  the  libel 
implied  more  than  waa  admitted  in  the  second  answer  to  the  libel  and  In  the  state- 
zLefit  made  to  the  CoUega  Committee,  He  said  this  most  emphatically,  that  in  his 
rkr  anything  of  the  kind  of  the  argument  now  stated  was  not  a  new  or  extraor- 
diniry  discoveiy.  It  might  be  new  to  some  people.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  did  not 
thisk  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1878  would  bare  said  it  was  new. 
Tkey  had  beard  a  great  deal  aaid  about  Deuteronomy  during  these  two  years,  but 
kc  did  not  think  that  at  the  time  when  the  case  was  before  the  Qlasgow  Assembly 
pwplt  voold  say  that  waa  a  new  view.  He  knew  it  waa  not  new  to  the  College 
C«BBittee,  and  certainly  it  waa  not  new  to  him;  therefore  he  thought  it  was  quite 
u  lATention  to  say  that  they  had  any  new  discovery  to  justify  any  new  and  extraor- 
diui7  proeednre  on  the  part  of  the  Presbytery.  In  these  circumstances  his  feelings 
vtre  t}MK,  that  the  Aaaembly  could  not  agree  to  approve  of  the  Presbytery  sisting 
(rocfdot  (Applauae.)  It  seemed  to  him  that  their  action  was  unwarrantable, 
iBd  MthiBg  said  at  the  bar  could  justify  them  in  breaking  in  on  the  right  order  of 
^^:b{l  Simt  were  determined  to  maintain  the  libel,  which  bad  been  found  relevant 
^  tht  imembly  over  and  over  again,  waa  still  open  on  the  question  of  its  relevancy, 
ud  iht  idea  of  the  eharge  of  Deuteronomy  standing  by  itself  being  held  as  requiring 
set  diaeotsion  on  the  relevancy  appeared  to  him  preposterous.  (Applause.)  The 
"lifiaal  majority  of  the  Presbytery  approved,  and  rightly,  that  each  of  the  charges 
*u  to  he  regarded  aa  aeparate.  What  applied  to  the  charge  of  Deuteronomy  applied 
ioitcow;  for  there  was  nothing  introduced  into  the  libel  which  was  not  in  it  before, 
lo  point  of  fact,  he  did  not  remember  in  1878  that  either  Professor  Smith  or  any- 
\Mj  else  pleaded  upon  any  one  of  the  counts  ss  if  it  depended  upon  the  others.  If 
•^  vtre  the  ease,  he  thonght  that  the  Assembly  should  be  called  upon  to  sustain  the 
iifieot  sad  complaints    (Applauae.) 

Bat  Uien,  it  did  not  follow  that  that  exhausted  the  duty  of  the  Assembly,  or 
abaaited  the  judgment  the  Assembly  should  pronounce.  There  was  not  merely 
tieqaestion  of  receiving  the  Presbytery's  report.  There  waa  the  question  of  their 
iiuing  procedure.  Their  slating  procedure  had  protracted  the  case  a  long  time,  and 
Uic  qvestion  of  whether  they  ought  to  have  sisted  procedure  or  gone  on  to  probation 
na  what  the  Assembly  should  conaider.  He  thought  that  while  on  the  first  part 
•f  thejsdgment  tbev  aboald  sustain  the  disaents  and  complaints  they  should  go  on 
u>  lomechiag  else.     He  wonld  move— 

''The  General  Assembly  sustain  the  dissents,  and  find  that  the  libel  is  now  ripe 
for  probation,  bot  that  in  place  of  instrueting  the  Presbytery  to  proceed  to  probation, 
the  Assembly  resolve  to  consider  on  Thursday  next  what  course  it  would  be  best  for 
^  Ataembly  to  pursue  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  case  to  a  coucluaion  without 
•ieiay.aod  the  Aasembly  hereby  eite  Professor  Smith  apud  acta  to  appear  at  the  bar 
on  ihat  day  at  ten  o'clock  forenoon.  The  Assembly  at  the  same  time  intimate  that 
uj  motion  to  be  then  proposed  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  given  notice  of  this  evening 
A  onler  that  Professor  Smith  may  be  enabled  to  consider  it,  and  to  plead  to  it." 

Dr.  BEOQ  aeconded  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff^  He  said  that  though 
Uiii  icsmed  a  technical  question,  it  really  had  an  important  bearing  in  reference  to 
this  case  sad  the  future  of  the  Church.  After  the  deliverance  of  1878  at  Olasgow, 
^bere  were  rumoura  that  the  relevancy  which  was  then  decided  #a8  to  be  called  in 
t^aettlon,  and  ai  laat  Aaaembly  it  waa  aerioosly  thought  that  a  propoaal  might  be 
>«de  to  overturn  the  judgment  of  the  Assembly  of  1878.  But  nothing  of  the  kind 
^'^coned.  So  far  from  tlwt  there  waa  univeraal,  or  at  least  general,  concurrence  to 
^  effeet  that  that  deliveranoe  ahould  not  and  could  not  be  disturbed ;  and  the 
reaoll  wsa  the  deliverance  of  laat  Assembly  enjoining  the  Prosbytery  of  Aber- 
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deen  to  take  Unmediate  steps  for  having  the  libel,  as  amended,  aenred  in  dae  fern 
upon  Professor  Smith.    After  reading  the  deliTeranee  referred  to,  Dr.  Begg  argsid 
that  it  did  not  leare  any  altematire  whatever  in  regard  to  the  senriog  of  the  Ubd, 
bnt  required  that,  either  by  the  admission  of  Professor  Smith  or  by  pnof,  they 
should  bring  op  to  this  Assembly  a  completed  ease  in  regard  to  the  probsition  of 
the  libel.    This  was  all  the  more  erideni  and  remarkable,  beeanse  it  reserred  for 
this  Assembly  the  judgment  that  was  to  be  pronooneed  upon  the  asaamptioa  thift 
these  tilings  were  to  be  done  by  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.    He  did  not  blime 
Professor  Smith  in  the  least  for  bringing  forward  any  plea  that  he  thonght  te  be 
relerant  in  connection  with  his  case.    He  thought  he  was  entitled  to  make  uj 
statement  that  he  pleased.    But  he  agreed  entirely  with  Sir  Henry  Monereiff  tbtt 
the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  ought  to  liaye  r^eeted  that  plea,  and  that  they  were  not 
entitled  to  put  It  upon  their  record,  and  to  make  that  a  reason  for  alsting  prooedare, 
and  rirtually  disobeying  the  command — {**  Oh  ")— of  the  General  Assembly  to  the 
effect  that  probation  ahould  go  on,  and  that  the  case  should  be  ripe  for  judgment 
at  this  Assembly.    It  seemed  to  him,  whatoTor  the  motires  were,  that  that  vu  a 
mistaken  view  of  duty ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  at  all  that  In  other  times,  and  ia 
other  circumstances,  the  men  that  acted  in  this  way  would  have  been  dealt  with 
very  summarily  by  the  superior  courts  of  the  Chureh.    (Laughter,  hisses,  and 
applause.)    He  did  not  think  It  would  have  been  an  excess  of  autfaeirity  if  it  had 
been  found  expedient  to  put  these  men  at  the  bar,  and  to  censure  them  in  consee* 
tion  with  this  procedure,  for  he  did  not  think  anything  had  been  said  that  war- 
ranted the  procedure  that  had  been  adopted.    He  had  heard  something  aboat 
conscientious  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  libel  and  giving  obedience  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court    A  oelebraied  poet  .had  said,  *<  A  feUow-feeling 
makes  us  wondr9us  kind  " — (laughter) — but  at  the  same  time  he  did  not  see  any 
reason  why  those  who  had  felt  difficulty  in  prosecuting  this  libel  should  not  hare 
simply  allowed^their  brethren  who  felt  no  difficulty  to  discharge  the  duty  enjoined 
upon  them  by  the  Qeneral  Assembly.    They  were  not  called  upon  to  do  anythiog 
that  might  impinge  upon  their  eonscienoea.    He  thonght  it  was  a  enrious  kind  of 
conseience  on  the  part  either  of  ministers  or  of 'professors— (langhter)—*  eonsdenee 
that  prevents  them  from  performing  a  ministerial  aet  under  the  anthority  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly.    Bat  still  they  were  not  called  to  infliet  any  injary  upon  their 
consciences,  because  they  might  have  stood  aside  and  allowed  the  minority  of  the 
Presbytery  to  discharge  the  duty  and  to  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of 
proceeding  to  probation.    To  record  that  plea  in  law  without  discussing it^  and  making 
that  the  reason  why  the  instractions  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  should  not  be  carried 
out,  he  thought  was  justly  liable  to  disapprobation,  if  not  to  censure,  on  the  part  of 
this  Qeneral  Assembly.    Then,  what  made  it  all  the  worse  was  thie.     Here  wu  a 
case,  he  believed,  as  serious  as  ever  existed  in  the  Churoh  of  Scotland  ainoe  the  dayt 
of  John  Knox.    (A  voice — **  Qneation.")    He  waa  not  aware  that  any  question  ever 
arose  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  before  touching  upon  the  Word  of  Qod,  and  upon  the 
authority  of  tliat  Word  and  its  complete  and  entire  inspiration.    They  had  had  many 
questions,  but  this  was  a  question  that  touched  so  vitally  the  foundations  of  Soripture 
truth  that  he  did  not  wonder  at  the  great  stir  which  had  been  made  throughout  the 
whole  community  in  connection  with  it.    He  did  not  wonder  that  decent  Christian 
people  were  alarmed  at  the  idea  that  they  had  either  an  imperfect  Bible,  or  that  they 
could  not  dispose  of  questions  connected  with  the  Bible  except  in  oonneetion  with 
the  men  who  claimed  the  special  capacity  of  exeraising  what  waa  called  the  higher 
criticism.     (Laughter.)     Why,  that  did  not  differ  veiy  much  from  Bomish  prin- 
ciplee.      (Laughter.)    It  was   the  great  pretence  of  the  Bomish  Ohureh  that* 
although  the  Bible  was  the  Word  of  Qod,  only  priests  and  othen  apeclaliy  qualified 
could  properly  interpret  it — (laughter  and  applauae)— smd  it  seemed  to  hin  they 
were  getting  very  much  under  the  same  kind  of  influence  if  they  were  to  allow  such 
arguments.     (Hisses  and  appUuse.)    Well,  the  question  being  so  important  and 
vital,  and  having  excited  ao  much  interest,  It  was  the  duty  of  tlie  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen,  minority  and  minority  alike^  to  expedite  this  ease — ^not  to  hang  it  op 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  and  least  of  all  to  bring  the  matter  up  in  sueh  a 
form  aa  to  threaten  another  year's  delay.    He  agreed  entirely  with  the  idea  that 
they  ahould  not  trouble  the  ooiucienoes  of  the  Aberdeen  Presbytery  any  more  shout 
it--(Uughter) — but  have  the  matter  settled  before  they  wen  done  with  this  General 
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AmmkUf,  $mA  thftt  comduAftlj,  The  peace  of  the  Church  demanded  it ;  justice 
iauadud  U;  the  truth  of  Ood  demanded  it;  and  he  wonld  mj  their  Preebyte- 
riaaUmdeiaaiided  it^  (Hear,  hear.)  They  were  putting  a  fool's  cap  on  their  Prae- 
byUriAoisB  by,  in  any  ahape,  allowing  the  idea  that  the  inferior  conrta  were  to  set 
mdt  ptoialij,  or  hang  up  indefinitely,  the  jodgment  of  the  Oeneiai  Assembly. 

Mr.  JUEKKlk,  Wiek,  who  rose  to  defend  the  Presbytery  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen, 
aid  U  vas  a  new  tiling  in  this  Qeneral  Assembly  for  a  Presbytery  to  be  talked  of 
u  if  they  were  to  be  snmmoned  to  the  bsr  and  rebuked.  That  was  only  done  in 
liaei  of  extraordinary  urgency,  such  aa  happened,  perhaps,  in  their  ewn  Disruption 
dtji.  He  held  that  the  protraction  in  this  ease  and  the  delays  conneoted  with  it 
did  oot  lis  10  mueh  at  the  door  of  the  Presbytery  and  Synod  'as  at  other  doors. 
Tbe  form  ef  the  libel  itself,  and  the  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Chnroh,  had 
d«h7«d  sad  pmtcacted  its  settlement.  He  aaked  the  Assembly  to  observe  to  whom 
Ute  last  Aisemb^  sent  the  libel  to  be  immediately  served.  To  a  body  of  gentle* 
na  vIm  had  already  found  the  libel  irrelevant^  It  was  very  well  for  any  one  in 
t^  Hoaae  to  say  that  the  minority  might  decline  to  aet  and  leave  the  whole 
■itkr  ia  the  hands  of  the  minority.  But  was  it  respectful  to  the  Presbyteries  of 
the  Chsrcfa,  and  to  the  relation  in  whick  aa  eonrta  they  stood  to  the  Church,  to  say 
tint  Ik  Buyerity  were  virtually  by  their  own  eonscientious  eonviotions  to  be 
dcpdred  of  their  Presbytenal  action  t  (Applause;)  The  liberties  of  a  Presbytery 
VCR  jut  SB  essentlsil  aa  the  authority  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  and  the  corporate 
(sairicaeei  of  Presbyteries  wsb  as  mueh  to  be  respected  as  the  individual  eon- 
KiOicaofaen.  (Applause.)  The  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  he  submitted,  obeyed 
t^  iBJadion  of  the  Assembly  aa  far  aa  their  conaclenoes  allowed  them.  He  was 
niMk^  Ihit  a  large  number  of  members  of  the  Assembly,  who  formerly  oeoupted 
pautiaM  adverse  to  Professor  Smith,  were  to-day,  inconsequenoeof  the  publication 
tttha  additional  answer  to  the  libel,  prepared  to  see  in  his  views  none  of  the 
diager  vhieh  they  once  thought  to  be  in  them,  and  who  felt  there  might  be  a  place 
«f  liboty  yet  in  the  Churoh  for  him.  (Applause.)  He  had  met  many  sneh  belong- 
iH  ta  sU  fart*  of  tk«  country.  He  thought  it  was  a  mistake  that  they  should  at 
1^  itags  have  ao  largely  entered  into  the  merita  of  the  ease,  aa  lud  been  done  by 
tts  estaeoied  brethren  who  had  preceded  him.  He  should  not  follow  them  in  that 
ntptcL  By  receiving  the  report  of  the  Presbytery  they  would  be  able  to  do  so  in 
I  regsiar  manner.  That  court  had  been  at  pains,  whatever  their  supposed  de* 
fdcsfici,  to  briug  up  everything  that  would  enable  the  House  to  come  to  a  final 
jsdpimt.  They  showed  that  they  at  least  had  no  desire  for  delay.  Let  them  then 
ptit  the  merita  in  a  legitimate  way.  By  doing  that  they  would  be  able  fairly  to 
to  tke  csae — ^not  on  a  queatlon  of  obedience  or  diaobedienee  to  the  General 
AMembly,  wtllingneaa  or  unwillingness  to  obey  it — but  upon  the  far  larger  interest, 
Uv  this  Church  waa  to  comport  itself  in  these  days  and  in  these  trying  times ; 
vWi  Ubarty  waa  to  be  allowed  in  thia  Church,  while  men  prosecute  their  critical 
uodiet  vithiu  it ;  what  confidence  they  were  to  have  in  their  professors,  in  their 
taduo^  and  in  their  actions ;  and  by  having  a  regulated  liberty  adjusted  to  thia 
lil-lmportant  matter,  by  going  fairly  into  the  merits  of  it,  they  would  be  doing  a 
Mrrice  not  to  Professor  Smith  alone,  but  a  service  to  the  Church,  a  service  to  the 
cbarehes  of  Seotland^  and  a  service  to  evangdieal  truth,  combined  with  no  fear  of 
ctU,  bat  lather  the  believing  expectation  that  the  growing  and  enlightened  inteUi* 
ISBceof  the  Church  will  make  her  a  fit  instrument  for  extensive  and  increasing 
lucfslAeis  in  the  world.  (Applause.)  He  begged  to  move  that  the  Oeneral 
iaenbly  diamiaa  the  dissent  and  complaint^  and  also  the  protest  and  appeal,  affirm 
^  jodgiaent  of  the  Synod,  and  receive  the  report  of  the  Presbytery.    (Applause.) 

Ma  EDMONDS,  Kingswells,  seeonded  the  amendment,  and  said — ^1  think  that 
*  great  deal  too  much  is  being  made  of  the  Aberdeen  Presbytery's  report  They 
>U7  have  dene  right  or  they  may  have  done  wrong,  but  what  ia  that  question  in 
c^psriaon  with  the  great  intereats  we  have  at  stake — the  honour  and  stability  of 
wr  Chsreh,  and  the  glory  of  Ood, 

Bat  the  Presbytery's  coBdoct  is  now  before  us,  and',  in  order  to  judge  on  it, 
^n  mMj  be  many  things  which  wiU  have  to  be  conaidered ;  but  I  am  to  confine 
njieU  St  present  to  an  abridged  statement  of  the  grounds  on  whieh  it  is  contended 
^ths  tibel  hss  been  already  found  relevant^  ond.^  the  arguments  which  may 
t^pport  an  oppoaite  contention* 
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Of  the  eight  pariicnlar  eharges  in  the  original  libel,  leyen  were  fonnd  irreleyant, 
and  the  only  one  now  remaining  related  to  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy.  It  wai  ie 
theie  words  :^-'*  All>eit  the  opinion  that  the  book  of  inspired  Seriptnre  eaUe<l 
Deuteronomy,  which  is  professedly  an  historical  record,  do«s  not  possess  thatehane> 
ter,  but  was  made  to  assume  it  by  a  writer  of  a  much  later  age,  who  therein,  in  the 
name  of  Qod,  presented  in  dramatic  form,  instructions  and  laws  as  proceeding  from 
the  mouth  of  Hoses,  though  these  nerer  were,  and  neyer  could  hare  been,  uttereti 
by  him."  The  Presbytery,  by  a  majority  of  26  to  20,  found  this  ohsrge  not  reieTiat, 
a  dissent  and  complaint  was  taken  to  the  Aberdeen  Synod,  and  they  referred  it 
simplicUer  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1878. 

Principal  Rainy  moved  that  **  the  Assembly  dismiss  the  dissent  and  eompltint, 
and  sustain  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  " — ^in  other  words,  that  the  charge  wat 
not  relerant  Now  I  aak  the  particular  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  this  isci,  tint 
there  was  not  a  motion  made  in  that  Assembly  to  find  that  charge,  as  stated  hi  ibe 
libel,  relerant,  and  the  Assembly  did  not  find  that  charge,  as  so  stated,  relersnt. 
Sir  Henry  Monereiif  moved  thai  "  the  General  Assembly  sustain  the  dissent  ind 
complaint  against  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  in  relation  to  the  second  psrU- 
cular,  as  applied  to  the  first  oharge,  and  rcTerse  the  Judgment  of  the  Presbytery  so 
far  as  to  find  that  part  of  the  libel  relevant,  to  the  effect  that  the  statements  quoted 
in  the  minor  proposition  as  tliose  of  Professor  Smith  regarding  the  Book  of 
Deuteronomy  amount  to  what  is  expressed  in  the  said  particular,  and  are  oppoicd 
in  their  legitimate  results  to  the  supposition  of  the  Book  being  a  thoroughly  iuspind 
historical  record  according  to  the  teaching  of  the  Westminster  Oonfesaion,  while  iiii 
declarations  on  the  subject  of  inspiration  are  the  reverse  of  satiafiustory,  and  do  sot 
indicate  his  reception  of  the  book  in  that  eharaeter." 

This  motion  was  carried  by  a  ikominal  majority  *of  28, — 145  memben  set 
having  voted.  But  that  motion  was  not  an  answer  to  the  question  whether  the 
charge,  as  stated  in  the  libel,  wsa  relevant  or  not.  His  motion  was  such  a  Terdiet 
as  few  juries  in  this  country  would  return  to  a  civil  or  criminal  court,  and  such  u 
no  jud^e,  in  any  civilised  country,  would  accept  of.  Sir  Henry  moved  that  th« 
judgment  of  the  Presbytery  should  be  only  partially  reversed.  He  proposed  thattbd 
Assembly  should  find  only  part  of  the  libel  relevant,  and  even  that  part  only  to  a 
certain  effect ;  and  to  make  his  motion  still  more  illegal,  he  transposed  into  it  Qit 
sinew  and  marrow  of  the  third  particular  about  inspiraUon,  in  breach  of  the  arrtnge* 
ment  which  was  previously  come  to,  viz.,  that  until  after  the  first  and  second  vere 
disposed  of,  the  subsequent  charges  should  not  be  entered  upon.  And  all  this  wu 
done  by  him  after  parties  were  removed  from  the  bar,  and  without  giving  the 
accused  party  an  opportunity  of  saying  one  word  in  explanation ;  and  if  th&t  be 
ecclesiastical  law  and  Free  Church  justice,  I  say  with  all  solemnity,  "  Good  Lord, 
deliver  me  from  them." 

The  law,  as  laid  down  by  Bell  in  his  Digest,  is  that  it  was  a  general  rule  in 
criminal  prosecutions  that  the  prosecutor  cannot  alter  or  amend  the  libel  at  the  btr 
without  the  pannel*s  permission ;  but  in  some  cases  retrenchments  upon  it  have  been 
allowed,  without  his  consent,  provided  there  remains  thereafter  a  relevant  chsrge 
agalust  him.  Retrenchment,  however,  i$  never  aUotoed  where  its  effect  is  the  pro- 
duction of  a  substantial  variation  In  the  libel,  and  the  consequent  i^jastioe  of 
obliging  the  pannel  to  go  to  trial  on  a  charge  for  which  he  was  not  prepared.  I  eon- 
tend,  therefore,  that  the  motion  proposed  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  and  carried  by  ft 
majority,  did  not  find  the  libel  relevant  It  was  not  in  terms  of  the  libel,  and  the 
whole  proceeding  was  contrary  to  law  and  justice. 

But  assume  that  the  forenoon  meeting  did  find  the  charge  relevant,  I  contend, 
farther,  that  the  evening  meeting  overruled  it  when  the  third  charge  was  taken  op. 
relative  to  opinions  which  lower  the  character  of  the  inspired  writings  to  the  level  of 
uninspired,  by  ignoring  tlieir  divine  authorship^  &a  Professor  Smitii  was  hesrd  in 
his  defence,  and  he  said  he  absolutely  repudiated  the  account  Sir  Henry  Honereifi 
had  given  in  the  forenoon  of  his  viewv,  that  he  believed  the  Bible  to  be  the  inspired 
Word  of  God,  and  that  if  Sir  Henry  had  given  him  notice  of  the  argument  he  wa> 
to  employ  a^nat  him,  he  would  have  been  able  to  assure  him  that  the  sense  pvi 
upon  his  words  was  a  sense  which  he  repudiated,  a  sense  which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  his  view  of  Deuteronomy.  It  waa  moved  and  seconded  thai  the  third  parUcQlv 
was  not  relevant  and  this  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  144^284  having 
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Toted  fw  ''not  relenat,"  and  140  for  '' releyani ; "  and  it  is  to  be  partienlarly 
Dotieed  tliat  the  member  who  aeeonded  the  motion  for  not  relerant  said,  that  it 
reened  to  him  that  already  God  in  Hia  proridence  had  overniled  the  decision  io 
vhich  tbej  had  come  on  the  earlier  part  of  the  day — and  so  moeh  was  this  concarred 
in  by  tie  Assembly,  that  abont  150  of  those  who  voted  against  Professor  Smith  in 
the  forenoon,  did  not,  after  he  was  heard,  vote  at  all  in  the  erening,  and  about  26  of 
tbflie  who  TOted  tigaiMi  him  before  he  was  heard  in  the  forenoon,  voted /or  him  in 
the  ereatng  after  he  was  heard  on  inspiration,  thereby  tnrning  the  nominal  forenoon 
mijority  against  him  into  a  real  msjority  of  29  in  his  fiivoun 

1  shoold  also  state  that  the  seconder  of  the  motion  farther  said  that  Profesaor 
Saith's  explanations  were  of  snch  a  clear  and  forcible  nature,  that  they  would  not 
oily  sstisiy  the  members  of  Assembly,  bat  also  anzions  and  earnest  people  through- 
oBt  the  Chnreh ;  and  Sir  Henry  Honcreiff  said  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit 
ujtluog  he  had  heard  aa  a  reeuon  for  reviewing  anytfting  in  connection  with  Pro- 
fienor  Smith's  viewa  on  inspiration. 

I  bad  intended  on  Thursday  to  go  mnch  further  into  this  part  of  the  eaae,  but  i 
bfe  laid  enoogh  at  present  to  show  that  the  evening  decision  waa  intended  to  undo, 
ad  £d  sndo,  ihe  dc^ion  on  the  former  part  of  the  day. 

issBming,  again,  that  Sir  Henri's  motion  still  stands  as  the  decision  of  the 
Aneably,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  amended  libel  or  the  adjusted  libel  haa  been 
feeidKleTant  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  don't  say  at  present  whether  it 
i\^M  be  found  relevant  or  irrelevant — I  will  speak  to  that  on  Thursday  if  I  am 
tftnA— what  I  say  is,  that  neither  in  its  words  nor  in  its  meaning,  as  it  now  stands, 
bu  it  b«B  foond  relevant.  So  far  aa  1  understood  the  contention  on  the  other  side, 
tborosJIj  ground  for  holding  that  the  libel  has  been  found  relevant,  is  the  decision 
is  IS78sQ  ffir  Henxy  HonereifiTs  motion,  but  that  decision  did  not  ISod  it  relerant; 
n  ike  eeoirary,  it  found  it  relevant  only  to  a  limited  extent  and  to  a  certain  effect, 
ud  vbst  is  equally  important,  it  did  not  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery 
Sodiag  it  not  relevant^  the  decision  only  reversed  it  so  far ;  and  in  so  far  as  the 
P'tt^rterj's  judgment  waa  not  reversed,  it  still  stands.    This  I  hold  to  be  conela- 

Bat  there  is  mnch  more  than  this  against  that  decision.  I  have  already  re- 
^Rnd  to  it^  but  this  is  a  matter  as  important  as  life  and  death  to  many  of  us,  and  I 
Bsit  Bige  it  again.  I  mean  the  introduction  into  the  second  particular  of  the  con- 
tlsdittg  daase  on  the  subject  of  inspiration.  This  was  the  chief  subject  of  the  third 
ptftieolsr,  and  it  was  unfair  and  illegal  to  mix  the  two  up  together.  There  was 
sot  s  word  aboot  Inspiration  at  the  bar.  Professor  Smith  had  no  opportunity  in 
tbe  isaembly,  before  the  vote  was  taken,  of  saying  a  word  about  it.  Principal 
Ktisj  ipclce  very  atrongly  on  the  subject,  and  maintained  it  was  a  gross  failure  of 
jostiee.  Sir  Henry  explained  that  he  did  not  consider  they  were  at  liberty  to  pro- 
sosnee  a  judgment  with  reference  to  inspiration,  and  since  it  was  understood  as 
fomhig  part  of  the  judgment,  be  said  the  clause  might  be  omitted  if  the  House 
eboce,  but  when  he  came  to  reply  he  must  have  got  warnings,  or  seen  himself,  that 
be  eosld  not  carry  his  motion  without  the  interpolated  clause,  and  he  intimated 
before  the  vote,  tluat  he  must  stand  by  his  motion  out  and  out.  I  hesitate  not  in 
affimiog,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  evening  bear  me  out,  that  it  was  in  conse. 
<I«aee  of  this  addition,  and  the  gross  misrepresentation  of  Professor  Smith's  views 
<%  inspiration,  th»t  the  Assembly  wss  misled  to  decide  against  him  by  a  msjority. 
^7,  however,  took  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  hearing  Professor  Smith,  of  cor- 
recting their  error ;  and  I  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  that  the  Assembly  have 
Btrer  fooad  the  aeoond  particular  about  Deuteronomy  relevant  in  the  form  in  which 
it  vu  expressed  in  the  original  libel,  and  is  now  charged  in  the  libel  before  the 
AMemUy. 

Tor  these  reasons  I  hold  that  it  was  expedient  for  the  Presbytery  to  act  in  the 
7>7  they  did.  If  those  who  blamed  them  had  acted  with  the  same  caution  and 
jutiee,  we  would  not  have  been  in  the  sad  perplexity  in  which  we  now  are. 

PrineSpsl  BAINT  wished,  before  the  vote  was  taken,  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject, 
isd  how  he  stood  with  reference  to  the  two  motions.  In  the  first  place,  he  wished 
*^  to  say  that  he  did  not  adopt  Dr.  Begg^a  representation  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
case.  He  thought  some  qualification  of  that  would  be  required,  he  did  not  say  In  the 
term  be  used.    Again,  be  did  not  so  severely  aa  Dr.  Begg  judge  the  conduct  of  the 
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Presbyteiy.  He  did  not  tbink  U  wu  bo  unnatanl  that  the  Preebyteiy  eboold  fkll 
into  some  perplexity  in  a  case  which  really  stimined  all  their  minds.  Still  be 
agreed  in  thinking  tbat  the  only  ooDise  of  the  Presbytery  was  to  go  on  to  probation 
unless  some  absolutely  insuperable  obstacle  interposed:  and  he  wished  id  agree 
with  Dr  Begg  in  regard  to  the  relation  of  Presbyteries  to  the  supreme  conri.  The 
Assembly  1^  always  been  extremely  tolerant  of  the  conscieneea  of  memben  of  an 
inferior  court  Bat  if  tbe  direction  of  the  Assembly  had  been  to  proceed  to  pro- 
bation in  the  face  of  all  objections,  if  the  Presbyteiy,  by  a  mtgority,  held  thai  was 
against  their  consciences)  and  refused  to  go  on,  would  men  come  here  and  ieU  them 
that  was  passive  obedience?  That  was  not  the  conception  that  he  held  of  the 
obedience  due  by  Presbyteries  to  the  supreme  courL  When  there  waa  a  plain 
direction,  and  the  members  of  Presbyteiy  were  not  able  to  comply  with  it^  they 
might  perhaps  state  that  fact  to  relieve  their  own  conscience.  But  if  tkey  could 
not  execute  the  order  themselTei,  they  must  leave  the  execution  of  it  to  those  who 
could  comply.  He  wished  to  say,  with  reference  to  the  precise  matter  before  them, 
that  he  should  be  quite  happy  to  give  effect  to  Professor  Smith's  claim,  for  sub- 
stantial  hearing  and  very  eareful  consideration  of  this  plea,  if  he  could  see  that, 
now  it  had  come  before  them,  there  ^u,  prima  facie,  in  it  something  that  deserved 
their  earnest  consideration  to  see  how  they  could  giro  effect  to  it.  He  meant  if 
there  were  prima  facie  in  the  case  reason  to  believe  that  it  could  be  made  out  that 
the  relevancy  was  still  so  far  open  as  to  call  upon  them  to  admit  this  plea, 
he  should  be  disposed  to  give  a  great  deal  of  time  to  its  consideration.  Hot  he 
agreed  with  Sir  Henry  Honcreiff  in  thinking  that  that  must  be  made  plain ;  it 
must  be  shown  that  there  was  really  room  for  a  fair  question  that  the  releTancj 
was  stiU  open,  for  though  he  held  that  the  libel  was  not  relevant,  and  voted  so, 
and  protested  with  sufficient  strength,  and  believed  still  in  the  position  he  then 
occupied — although  that  was  so,  it  was  not  his  conception  of  his  duty  as  a  member 
of  this  Church — (hear,  hear)— to  strain  or  pervert  judicial  action  at  a  enbaequent 
stage  of  the  case,  in  order  to  get  his  view  of  the  case  carried  out  This  was  not  a 
new  thing  to  him,  for  immediately  after  the  Glasgow  Assembly  he  stated  in  private 
to  members  who  were  now  in  the  House  that  that  was  his  view,  that  it  waa  a  course 
he  never  would  take,  and  therefore  he  must  look  at  tlie  question  whether  there  was 
ground  for  seeing  that  the  relevancy  was  still  open.  New,  as  to  that  Glaagow 
decision  which  he  debated  against,  and  protested  against,  he  bad  the  same  oly  eetion 
still,  and  it  was  to  him  one  of  the  great  grounds  of  regret  and  grief  in  connection 
with  this  case.  But  he  wss  not  able  to  say  that  was  a  decision  that  could  not  be 
construed,  he  was  not  able  to  say  that  it  could  be  construed  so  as  to  make  it  not  a 
decision  on  the  relevancy.  That  was  to  say,  he  held  that  they  were  bound  to  take 
it  as  a  decision  on  the  relevancy,  if  they  could  fairly  construe  it  as  such — and  he 
thought  it  was  capable  of  being  fairly  construed  as  a  decision  on  the  relerancy. 
That  waa  the  only  construction  of  it  (Applause.)  Stress  had  been  laid  apon  the 
alteration  of  the  libel,  or  rather  the  restriction  of  the  libel,  at  last  aissembl  j.  He 
held  that  the  restriction  of  the  libel  by  dropping  out  what  was  irreleTant  and  leaTing 
in  it  what  had  been  found  relevant,  was  a  matter  that,  by  ordinary  common  law,  by 
the  light  of  nature,  by  the  reason  of  the  thing,  belonged  to  a  supreme  conrt  in 
dealing  with  a  libel  of  this  kind.  (Applause.)  But  if  it  could  be  shown,  if  it  were 
distinctly  averred,  that  by  some  accident  in  the  process  of  carrying  out  that  altera- 
tion or  restriction,  the  last  Assembly  had  made  some  change  by  oversight,  if  there 
was  made  a  change,  in  virtue  of  which  there  was  a  possibiliiy  of  damage  arising  to 
Professor  Smiih's  case,  then  certainly  he  should  think  it  not  too  late  yet  to  rec&eas 
that  evil.  But  nothing  of  that  kind  was  averred.  All  that  waa  averred  waa  that 
this  material  now  in  the  libel  had  a  certain  additional  colouring  when  it  was 
associated  with  the  other  material  In  the  libel  before,  which  eolouring  had  now 
departed.  He  could  not  regard  that  as  an  averment  sufficient  or  at  all  suited  to 
sustain  the  plea.  (Applause.)  These  were  the  grounds  on  which  he  felt  shut  out 
from  voting  for  Mr  Bennie*s  motion.  Of  course  he  regarded  this  as  not  a  very  vital 
stage  of  the  case.  But  with  reference  to  what  had  been  said  that  Professor  Smith's 
amended  answer  must  be  had  regard  to,  he  also  thought  that  if  this  case  went  to 
probation,  that  amended  answer  must  be  had  regard  to.  He  regarded  it  personal  1j 
.as  a  matter  that  bore  on  probation  the  question  whether  these  extracts  which  were 
cited  in  the  libel  did  really  represent  fairly  the  scope  and  meaning  of  the  article  aa 
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a  wMflL    H«  tiuwshi  tliat  wm  a  lair  qneitioii  on  probation,  becanie  garbled 

extiaetfl  theie  might  bo  which  might  not  fairly  represent  the  tbeoiy  oC  the  whole 

artada.    He  wmU  hqt,  fiifther,  thai  in  the  ease  of  any  accused  penon,  if  at  any 

nago  of  the  eaao  ho  eonid  really  bring  forward  proof  to  show  that,  whaterer  had 

been  suppoaed,  hia  mind  was  hore^  and  now  in  a  state  that  onght  to  oommend  him 

to  the  oMifldonee  of  the  Assembly  or  the  Church,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Assembly 

voald  ind  aomo  way  to  Joatiiy  thai.    They  would  all  lay  their  heads  together  to 

ftsd  sQAs  way  to  gi? e  effect  to  that    He  was  rather  unwilling  to  vote  at  all,  in  the 

peoaUar  reUtfon  of  the  reloTanoy*    He  was  not  willing  to  vote,  and  he  did  not 

tiiak  ho  would.    8liU  ho  wished  distinetly  that  the  House  should  understand  that 

W  ieek  tko  viow  ho  did,  and  ho  thought  it  inconsistent  with  his  duty,  to  take  any 

caem  or  vote  for  any  motion  which  implied  that  the  rderanoy  was  not  settled  by 

Ut  dudsion  of  187S.     (Applanse.) 

Mr.  8CBTMGS0UB,  Glasgow,  who  was  greeted  with  cries  of  "Yote/'  signed 

ikat  tho  akotaUons  made  in  the  libel  were  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Presbytery,  in 

jaaitee  to  tho  aoeused,  would  have  been  bound  to  have  cited  him  again  to  plead  on 

ite  idofBDOy.    And  if  that  would  liaTO  been  the  case  with  a  Presbytery,  the  rule 

qiaUy  appUod  to  tho  Assembly.    The  Presbyteiy  of  Aberdeen  could  not  have 

nppessd  that  the  Assembly  meant  to  contradict  that  principle  of  justice.     In 

(neeodmg  to  joalifjr  the  ooniao  which  tho  Presbytery  had  taken,  he  held  that  in 

ill  the  ehcunstancea  tho  course  they  sdopted  in  sending  on  the  whole  case  to  the 

AsMaMy  waa  tho  boat  that  oonld  hare  been  adopted.    He  was  so  far  satisfied  with 

th«  aiyect  of  tho  case  presented  by  Principal  Sainy,  aa  he  had  been  led  to  conceive 

that  the  plea  in  law  presented  by  Professor  Smith  was  in  reality  not  to  be  con- 

lidcfed  at  all,  farther  than  that  which  it  had  already  received  in  the  course  of 

piesdisgi  St  iho  bar.     He  would  have  felt  that  to  be  a  great  grievance  to  Professor 

Umik^aui  a  great  injaatice  to  tho  Church,  if  the  plea  had  not  been  taken  into 


Friacip^  RAINY — ^I  said  nothing  at  all  about  tho  plea ;  I  spoke  of  the  amended 


Mr  BCRYK6X0UR  said  the  answen  were  the  more  important  part  of  the  case. 
K  hovawor,  ho  was  to  onderstsnd  now  that  the  plea  in  law  waa  not  to  receive  any 
sen  sMantion  than  what  had  boon  paid  to  it  that  day,  then  many  of  them  felt  that 
PrefflSBBi  flnith  waa  plaeod  at  a  great  disadvantage,  and  that  a  grievous  injustioe 
vas  dona  lo  him  in  being  called  upon  to  make  his  atatemont  in  regard  to  that 
pka  at  a  moment's  notieo — (applause)— when  he  ought  to  have  had  full  time  and 
opportonity  for  preparing  it. 

8ir  HRNRY  MONCREIPF,  in  replying,  said  that  this  aUtement  of  Mr* 
Soymgooor'a  waa  hot  a  repetition  of  argoments  which  he  had  already  answered. 
He  said  the  OKlatlng  libel  had  been  compared  with  his  (Sir  Henry's)  motion  which 
wia  eatiiod  in  1878.  Of  oourae,  tho  two  were  not  the  same,  but  the  words  of  the 
ubel  which  had  been  read  were  exactly  tho  words  of  the  libel  as  they  were  before. 
Thou  had  noi  boon  tho  slightest  change  upon  thom.  He  held  that  there  was  no 
xrond  fsr  Iho  aasartlon  that  tha  libel  ought  to  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of 
Fftfcsaor  Bmith  again.  Ho  nndontood  that  some  who  did  not  know  wished  to  be 
•nfarmed  whother  this  plea  abont  the  right  to  be  heard  upon  it  was  mooted  by 
Processor  Smith  in  the  Assembly  of  1879.  No  doubt,  he  had  a  protest  with  refer- 
toee  to  tho  aceoad  altemattTo,  implying  that  he  might  raise  something  there,  but 
there  ana  nothing  said  abont  tho  plea  in  hand  in  the  Assembly  of  1879.  Nothing 
«u  ssid  about  it  till  it  reached  tho  Prosbytery.  Tho  speech  of  Mr.  Edmond,  and 
t^  stalsmoata  about  tho  libel  of  1878,  had  been  met  often  before,  and  had  been 
asBwevsd  again  and  again.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  not  true  that  be  (Sir  Henry) 
iaiertod  aajihing  out  of  the  third  particular  in  tho  second.  (Hesr,  hear.)  It  was 
absolotely  true  that  ho  poaitivoly  deolared  that,  whatever  might  bo  thought  of  the 
tart  danso  of  the  motion,  ho  did  not  found  upon  that  in  the  sense  of  condemning 
Prtfamsr  Smith  for  his  views  on  inspiration.  U  was  a  complete  delusion  in  which 
Xr.  y^lssand  and  other  poc^Io  were,  that  the  vote  in  the  evening  upon  the  third 
cUxge  had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  motion  in  the  morning.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Sir  Heaiy  then  referred  to  several  other  matters  which  had  been  touched  upon  in 
^  <lay's  discussion,  after  which 

A  division  waa  taken,  with  the  following  result  :~For  Sir  Henrj's  motion,  383  ; 
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for  Mr.  Rezmie'i,  164 ;  minority  for  Sir  Henry's,  219.  The  umooneement  of  Uie 
result  wM  receiyed  with  appUose  and  hiuei. 

Mr.  RENNIS  Uid  upon  the  table  the  following  reaeona  of  dineni  for  himself  tad 
for  all  who  might  adhere  to  him : — (1),  Beeanse  the  question  before  the  Hoase  vas 
the  receiving  or  not  receiving  of  the  report  bjr  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  tniu- 
mitted  by  the  Synod,  and  the  Assembly  has  d^ided  on  matters  which  were  not 
before  the  House;  (2),  beeause  the  Assembly  in  thus  deciding  on  matters  which 
were  not  brought  before  tliem,  and  on  whieh  the  Presbytery  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen 
had  not  given  an  opinion,  deprived  the  eommissioners  from  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen 
of  their  constitutional  privilege  of  consulting,  TOting,  and  determining  as  memben 
of  Assembly ;  (3),  because  the  mizlug  np  of  the  purely  teohnieal  mattets  of  tbe 
dissent  and  complaint,  and  of  the  proteat  and  appeal  with  the  real  merlta  of  Pra- 
fessor  Smith's  plea  and  defence  waa  fitted  to  deprive  the  aecnaed  of  hia  rights,  snd 
prevent  the  Assembly  from  looking  fairly  at  his  plea ;  (A),  because  Professor  Smidi 
waa  put  to  undue  disadvantsge  in  being  called  on  to  pleaa  on  the  part  of  the  ease  on 
which  no  previous  notice  waa  given  him  that  he  would  be  reqnired  to  plead,  snd 
whieh  he  could  only  introduce  at  the  time  in  an  indirect  manner ;  (6),  beeanse  ike 
way  in  which  the  Assembly  diaposed  of  the  various  important  matters  relallag  to 
the  conscientious  dlfficnltiea  and  sacred  rights  of  inferior  courts,  and  also  of  tlie 
important  questions  ridsed  in  the  pleas  and  defence  of  Professor  Smith,  waa  atteriy 
inadequate  to  the  gravity  of  the  occasion. 

The  above  reasons  were  signed  by  Mr.  Qeorge  Rennie,  Mr.  Francis  JSdmond,  isd 
Professor  Lindsay. 

PBOPOOKD  DlSfOaAL  OF  TBI  SMITB  0A8B. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  gave  noUce  that  on  Thonday  he  would  move  u 
follows  : — "  The  General  Asaembly,  conaidering  the  position  in  exlat^g  clrena- 
stancea  of  the  libel  which  haa  been  aerved  on  Professor  Smith ;  Mnddering,  alio, 
the  evils  that  may  arise  from  further  protraction  of  the  caae,  and  the  possibility  tt 
the  present  stage  of  disposing  of  it  so  as  adequately  to  guard  the  great  interetia 
involved  in  it ;  conaidering,  further,  the  importance  of  the  disposal  of  it  being  snek 
as  may  tend  to  unite  aa  f ar  aa  possible  the  members  of  the  Aasembly  and  tbose 
whom  they  represent  throughout  the  country,  resolve  that,  without  diatarbiag  soy 
of  the  judgments  pronounced  by  General  Assemblies  in  the  case,  that  they  will  not 
give  any  renewed  instruction  to  the  Presbyteiy  aa  to  the  probation  of  the  libel,  nor 
take  any  other  step  in  that  direction.  But  the  Assembly,  looking  to  the  whole 
course  of  the  proceedings  in  this  caae ;  looking  especially  to  the  report  of  the  College 
Committee  in  1877;  to  the  discussions  and  decisions  of  Assembliea  of  1877, 187^ 
and  1879 ;  to  the  sense  of  danger  on  the  part  of  the  Church  in  the  line  of  viev  and 
of  diacussion  adopted  by  Professor  Smith,  indicated  and  embodied  In  these  pro- 
ceedings :  and  considering,  also,  that  the  progress  of  ecclesiastical  notion  has  not 
allayed  the  feelings  of  anxiety  and  alarm  whieh  had  been  awakened,  are  oonstrsined 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Professor  Smith  no  longer  retaina  that  measoie  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  Church  which  is  necessaiy  to  the  edifying  and  osefol 
performance  of  his  professorial  work ;  therefore,  with  great  regret  at  finding  them* 
selves  placed  in  this  relation  to  a  man  of  Professor  Smith's  ^ita  and  promise,  the 
General  Assembly,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  reating  on  them  in  refer* 
ence  to  the  training  of  aspiranta  to  the  office  of  the  ministry,  find  and  declare  that 
Professor  Robertson  Smith  must  now  ceaae  to  occupy  any  longer  the  ehsir  of 
Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  literature  in  Aberdeen,  and  with  thia  finding  of  the 
Assembly  declare  that  the  case  takes  end.  The  Assembly  appoint  a  committee  to 
consider  any  matters  which  ought  to  be  In  view  of  the  Assembly  in  giving  eifect  to 
this  finding,  and  to  report  to  a  aubsequent  diet  of  thia  Asaembly." 

Professor  LINDSAY  stated  that  very  probably  In  the  evening  notice  of  a  BoUeo 
on  the  same  subject  would  be  given  on  behalf  of  Br.  Beith. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  six  o'clock,  to  meet  again  In  the  STening  at  half- 
past  seven. 
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BVBNING  SEDERUNT. 
Tk^intmbly  meiagaia  in  the  erei^ng  at  half-past  serea^Dr.  Main,  Moderator. 

TBI  SVITH  0A8X. 

ITotieei  of  motions  were  glren  by  Dr.  BEQa  and  Professor  M'QREQOB. 

HOMS  MISSIOK  BIPOBT. 

Dr.  ADAM  aobmitted  the  Beport  of  the  Home  MUaion  Committee.     In  doing 

M  be  laid— If  this  Aaeemblj  represent  the  mind  of  the  Charch,  and  if  that  mind 

U  vlttt  it  used  to  be  in  former  times,  the  snbjeet  which  it  is  now  my  dnty  to  bring 

before  jon  will  be  regarded  by  yon  as  one  of  primary  interest  and  importance.    I 

fbiU  begin  with  glancing  at  the  work  of  the  committee  during  the  past  year,  and 

tbendeal  with  present  neeeasiUes  and  claims.  * 

Tint,  Our  stations. — These  are  of  two  classes — ordinary  and  territorial.    There 

trt  tbiitj-feor  of  the  former,  of  which  seren  were  added  since  last  Assembly,  and 

f«r  an  sow  applying  for  sanction  as  ministerial  charges.    Some  are  disposed  to 

gniife  the  expense  and  question  the  propriety  of  keeping  op  snch  of  these  stations 

u  at  ffflsk  in  nombers  and  resources,  aa  have  made  little  progress  in  the  past,  and 

^  ut  nrrant  the  hope  of  growing  into  any  great  strength  in  the  future.    For 

bvkU,  1  do  not  at  all  eympathise  with  that  Tiew.    Nothing  is  to  me  more  inte- 

naag,  eien  nobler,  thsji  the  way  in  which  these  snuiU  bodies  of  Free  Church 

■enbenind  sdherenta  have  maintained  their  ground  in  rural  districts,  where,  from 

(beqmxsess  of  the  population,  and  the  pressure  often  of  hostile  influences — and 

tboe  tre  still  soeh  inflaences  at  work — little  or  no  increase  was  to  be  expected ; 

atauined  it  without  the  support  of  numbers,  or  the  countenance  of  the  upper 

dma;  Msintained  It  sometimes  when  visitors,  possessing  the  same  principles, 

bire  toned  away  from  these  humble  sanctuaries  to  occupy  conspicuous  pews  else* 

vbeie ;  msintained  it  as  firmly  and  heroically  ss  they  and  their  fathers  took  it  up 

It  the  era  of  the  Disruption.    (Applause.)    Of  the  territorial  class  of  stations  there 

vt  osly  four,  all  of  irhich  are  hopeful,  but  two  of  which  hare  been  making  rapid 

pngras  during  the  past  year.    Indeed,  one  of  them  might  have  quite  wsrrantably 

tfpUed  for  sanction,  and  would  hare  done  so  but  for  the  desire  to  retain  serrices 

Ml  likely  to  be  eoniinued  were  the  present  position  of  matters  changed.    I  refer  to 

Fwflpsrk,  which  ia  carried  on  in  connection  with  Dr.  Dods'  congregation.    There 

ii  I  membenhip  of  about  180,  a  church  in  course  of  erection  at  a  cost  of  £8200, 

aoit  of  which  has  been  subscribed,  and  ereiy  kind  of  approTcd  missionary  agency 

is  fiproBs  operation.    It  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Be7.  H.  Drummond,  lecturer 

<a  Kstual  Science  in  the  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow,  whose  qualifications  for 

nek  work  are  widely  known,  and  whose  labours  in  this  and  other  fields  have  been 

freatly  bleased.    (Applause.) 

SMondly,  Charges. — ^These  are  also  of  two  clssses — extension  and  territorial. 
Tkete  trs  36  of  the  former,  and  26  of  the  latter ;  in  all  62.  Both  of  them  haye  of 
^  been  snbjeeted  to  no  ordinary  strain  and  struggle.  These  congregations  are 
S^aeially  composed  of  working  people,  on  whom  the  trade  depression  has  fallen 
«ith  hMvy,  often  with  crushing  scTerity.  It  is  matter  of  thankfulness  that  they 
b&re  stood  the  ord^  as  they  hare  done,  that  they  have  kept  their  ground  so  well, 
i>oth  in  respect  of  numbers  and  finances.  In  tbe  case  of  the  territorial  charges  we 
M  great  sad  general  progress ;  thus  the  24  of  them  making  returns  show  an  in- 
crttie  of  1979  members,  giving  an  average  of  82,  and  that  after  allowing  for  all 
dtdactton^  The  work  among  the  young  is  eztonsire  and  hopeful,  the  attendance 
At  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes  being  nearly  9000.  It  is  not  easy  to  estimate 
tbe  direct  spiritual  results,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  not  a  few  cases 
^  have  been  decisire  and  will  prove  endoiing.  Here  are  two  specimens,  one  from 
^3|air>v  and  the  other  from  Bdinburgh.  The  western  charge  was  resanctioned  in 
1377,  sfUr  the  breaking-up  caused  by  the  desertion  of  its  minister,  and  a  part  of 
tbe  always  small,  feeble  congregation.  The  members  were  then  between  50  and  60, 
■^<^  there  are  879  on  the  communion  roll,  204  having  been  admitted  during  the 
PMt  year.    It  has  got  a  large  and  handsome  church  erected,  it  has  712  Babbath 
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aeliolarf,  and  140  ChrUtian  worken,  and  ia  eompletely  equipped  in  eveiy  reipeet 
The  eaatem  one,  which  haa  been  a  little  mOM  than  two  yean  in  eziatenee,  hag 
already  a  membexahip  of  894,  and  of  theae  180  have  been  added  within  the  tweln 
months.  It  |iaa  ita  lady  Tiaiton  and  traet  diatvibutoia,  ita  Toong  Men*a  Aaoda- 
tiona,  a  thriving  Sabbath  achool,  and  all  the  other  aoeeaaoriea,  the  whole  being  in 
a  most  aatiafaciory  condition.    (Applanae.) 

Thirdly,  Congregational  Misaiona. — Of  theae  there  are  88,  65  being  condoeied 
by  atndenta,  and  28  by  probationers  and  eateehiata.  The  number  ia  7  less  thin 
laat  year,  because  from  the  state  of  their  funda  the  committee  haTo  been  compeUed 
to  refuse  or  defer  aerend  new  applicationa,  aome  of  them  Teiy  urgent.  The  expen- 
diture under  thia  head  haa  reached  i^600,  and  it  hu  been  abeolntely  neeesstry  to 
take  stepa  for  materially  rednetng  the  amount  in  future.  That  a  good  work  is 
being  done  by  these  miasiona  ia  undoubted,  but  that  in  all  eases  they  are  aa  aggires- 
bIto  and  effeodre  aa  they  might  be  admifta  of  question.  The  admiaaions  to  the 
membenliip  of  the  Chnreh  by  meana  of  them  cannot  be  correctly  eatlmated,  became 
-of  the  indefiniteneaa  of  the  information  often  fnmiahed,  but  52  returns  of  a  more 
exact  kind  in  thia  reapect  giro  a  total  of  581.  Not  a  few  inditiduala  and  fioniliee  are 
reported  aa  having  been  reatored  to  choroh«going  habita  ;  and  one  miniater  makes 
the  cheering  atatement  that  eighteen  persona  have  apparently  been  turned  to  tbe 
Lord  in  connection  with  hia  mission.    (Applanae.) 

fourth,  £?aDgeliatic  Agenciea. — The  services  of  the  deputies  sent  out  by  last 
General  Assembly  were  largely  taken  advantage  of,  and  in  a  number  of  instances 
were  manifestly  bleaaed.  Abundant  teatimpniea  to  the  acceptableness  and  efficiency 
of  their  labpura  have  been  zecdved.  Thia  holda  equally  good  in  tlie  case  of  the 
brethren  who  auppUed  the  atationa  on  the  norih-eaat  and  weat  coaats  during  the 
herring  fiahing  aeaaon,  Peterhead,  Fraaerbuxgh,  Stomoway,  and  Barra.  The  lay 
evangeliata  have  pnraued  their  way  aieadily  and  usefully  aa  formerly,  but  of  late 
there  haa  hardly  been  the  same  demand  for  their  servicea,  whieh  ia  to  be  regretted. 

Fifthly.  The  Kinera*  Miasion  haa  continued  to  be  a  blessing  in  the  field  which 
it  apeoially  occupiea.  In  addition  to  liberal  grants  for  ehorohea  and  manaes,  it  has 
aided  in  the  support  of  nearly  twenty  miasionaries ;  and  it  has  supplemented  the 
stipends  of  a  eonaiderable  number  of  ministers. whose  incomes  from  other  sooreei 
were  moat  inadequate.  No  elasa  of  people  haa  suffered  more  than  the  minen. 
Those  labouring  among  them  have  been  tried  in  many  ways ;  and  but  for  the  help 
fumiahed  by  thia  apecial  fund,  it  ia  diffienlt  to  aee  how  vacant  placea  could  bare 
been  supplied,  and  work  carried  on  as  it  haa  been  in  various  districts.  May  put 
reverses  be  sanctified,  and  those  lessons  learned  without  which  worldly  prosperitj 
will  bring  with  it  little  or  no  blesaing  1  Faasing  by  apecial  granta  for  aummer  eer* 
vices  and  other  matters,  I  haaten  to  remark  that  two  subjects  of  a  genersi  hind 
were  remitted  to  us  by  laat  Aaaembly  for  our  best  consideration.  One  of  them  was 
lapsing — the  falling  away  of  Church  members.  The  Committee  on  the  Higblaade 
waa  associated  with  ua  in  regard  to  it,  and  both  appointed  sub-committeea  to  meet 
and  act  together.  Dr.  Bruce,  who  had  directed  the  Church's  attention  afresh  to 
the  question,  waa  named  convener,  and  on  him  the  work  faaa  chiefly  fallen.  A  fnU 
report  haa  been  prepared ;  and  having  received  the  approval  of  the  whole  commit- 
tee, it  is  now  aabmitted  to  the  Asaembly,  with  the  request  that  it  may  receive 
separate  and  particular  conaideration.  The  importance  of  the  matter  cannot  be 
over-estimated.  It  ia  hoped  that  it  will  get  that  time  and  place  in  onr  proceedingB 
which  it  alike  deaerves  and  requires.  The  other  aobject  waa  the  agricultural  popn- 
lation,  with  apecial  reference  to  three  pointa — ^house  accommodation,  feeing  markets, 
and  colportage.  A  memorial  waa  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Agriculture  with  regard  to  the  two  former  topica,  whieh  fall  within  ita  province, 
and  until  ita  action  ia  asoertained  ire  deem  it  proper  to  suspend  our  proceedings. 

As  to  colportage,  a  aeriea  of  queriea  was  sent  to  Tresby  teriea,  with  the  view  o/ 
bringing  out  the  extent  to  which  that  agency  ia  in  operation ;  the  impreeaion  which 
prevails  as  to  ita  influence  and  effecta :  the  hindrances  in  the  way  of  ita  extension, 
and  the  most  likely  means  of  overcoming  these  obstaclea.  An  abatraet  of  the 
returna  received  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  report.  The  committee  are 
aatiafi^  that  the  system  of  colportage  ia  of  great  value,  that  It  ia  specially  adapted 
to  meet  the  waata  |of  the  rural  diatricta,  and  that  It  ia  eminently  derirable  to  have  it 
established  where  it  is  either  not  at  all  or  only  very  partially  In  operation.    They 
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vmU  Im  hapff  to  girt  it  a  reeoguiaed  and  p«naa&ent  place  among  the  agencies 
tktf  Mppertk  Imt  tlio  aUte  of  their  fnndi  renden  any  addition  of  the  kind  entirely 
Mt  of  the  qoeetionat  pieM&i,  and  they  ean  aimply  propose  and  promiae  to  apply  to 
the  leil  adTantage  any  means  vUch  ffiende,  specially  interested  in  this  instntmen* 
taiitj,  maf  be  pleased  to  pnt  at  their  disposal  for  the  purpose.    (Applanae.) 

U  is  Beeesaaiy  to  refer  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  financial  state  of  the 
tdoaSi  Tear  after  year  a  warning  has  been  aonnded  on  this  subject.  We  hare 
kecB  gabg  on  by  the  help  of  a  considerable  balance  accnmnlated  at  a  former 
period,  when  grants  were  on  a  lower  scale, .  and  the  work  was  lesa  extensive. 
Tkoogh  the  ezpenditnre  has  been  rednoed  by  about  £600,  not  only  has  the  balance 
ivtspekoief  been  swept  away,  with  the  exception  of  little  more  than  £100,  but 
Ik  Uesnial  eeUection  for  the  erangeliaation  of  the  masses,  which  sheald  hsTe 
lemd  fer  next  year  as  well  as  Isat,  has  been  wholly  spent.  This  has  arisen  from  a 
hige  falUag  off  of  income.  The  decrease  appeats  in  all  branches  of  rerenue,  but  is 
gRitat  in  the  matter  of  legacies,  which  are  less  by  fully  £1500.  The  committee 
nggctt  a  dtmfnntion  of  the  sum  deroted  to  eongtegational  missions,  which  has 
mehed  the  altogether  undno  amoont  of  £2000;  relief  from  a  special  annual  grant 
<f  £60  aotheiiaed  by  the  Assembly  to  be  giren  in  support  of  the  agent  of  the 
Uahogh  Ssbhath  School  Teachers'  Union,  which  is  a  public  and  general  assoeia- 
tin,  with  other  measures  designed  and  fitted  to  rednee  the  expenditure  in  future. 
Batthtf  ftel  that  all  this  will  not  meet  the  mecessitles  of  the  case,  and  they  urge 
«a  tktiaemUy  with  the  greatest  earnestness  that  an  extra  collection  should  be 
tppdiftiAlM'  thia  year  im  tide  them  over  present  and  pressing  dlflleuHiea.  Unless 
tky  Ms  this  they  do  not  sse  the  possibility  of  carrying  on  their  operations  with- 
Mifoiaa  enrfalfanent;  and  any  snch  curtailment  is  not  essily  made,  as  a  large 
fut  if  tk  whole  ouUey  has  been  fixed  by  the  Assembly  itself,  and  is  really  not 
Oder  tka  central  ol  the  Home  Mission  Committee. 

J«v,  an  we  to  foil  or  folter  in  this  work  Y  Is  it  not  at  least  ss  much  needed  as 
tnzt  la  it  not  to  be  feared  that  the  late  hard  times  have  widened  the  field  re- 
fBiiag  esUiTatlon,  and  sown  it  with  many  tares  1  There  have  been  low  wages,  and 
•^  aaae  st  sIL  Want  of  work  naturally  leads  to  want  of  clothes.  Search  for 
enptoymaat  eanses  removals,  and  these  have  a  tendency  to  unsettle  habits. 
Cbagea  ef  rsrioos  kinds  have  broken  the  ties  which  bound  numbers  to  the  Church, 
od  iwoQen  the  ranks  of  the  careless,  outcast  class  of  the  people.  There  is  a  loud 
^  for  inereased  instead  of  any  reason  for  relaxed  exertions.  The  waste  places  are 
te  fai  nme  reapeeis  wider  and  worse  than  before,  needing  more  than  erer  to  be 
Rdaioed.  Assuredly  this  is  no  time  for  drawing  back  our  hand.  (Applause.) 
Woaid  our  Church  be  true  to  her  paat  history  were  she  to  desist  from  or  hiUt  in  the 
pnieeeBtion  of  home  mlssi<m  effort  %  We  hare  been  celebrating  the  centenary  of 
^.  Oafaaers.  What  a  commentary  on  that  erent  would  be  any  abandonment  of 
^  esBM  which  lay  so  near  his  large  heart,  to  which  so  much  of  his  noble  life 
vu  devoted,  sad  in  the  actire  practical  helping  forward  of  which  his  latest  energies 
vcn  expended  i  Let  us  not  speak  of  his  memory  if  we  are  prepared  to  take  a 
KBgie  step  In  such  a  direction.  Others  followed  in  his  path,  and  their  honoured 
UBcs  alee  ahonld  urge  us  forward — Dr.  Buchanan,  who  did  so  much  for  Glasgow 
ttd  ttt  wynda ;  Dr.  Soxbnrgh,  stUl  spared  to  us,  and  who,  perhaps,  would  have 
been  itionger  i»>^y  had  he  done  less  in  this  cause ;  and  may  I  not  add  such 
iUe-miaded  laymen  u  Mr.  Handyside  and  Mr  Meldrum  f  And  do  not  past  suc- 
oewa,  ss  well  aa  precious  memories,  forbid  all  retreat )  How  many  of  our  most 
^iswooa,  liberal,  and  influential  congregations  have  thus  sprung  into  existence  1 
^^ve  us  of  what  our  Home  Mission  Scheme  has  done  for  ub,  and  of  how  much 
^  oer  strength  sad  prestige  should  we  be  shorn?  Our  character  and  credit  hare 
b^  inaeparably  hound  np  with  this  line  of  action,  and  our  honour  would  be  indeed 
hid  in  the  duat  were  we  to  abandon  it  now,  or  pursue  it  with  feeble  and  halting 
*^  (Applanae.)  And  by  failure  or  faintness  here,  would  the  Church  not  equally 
■*(^iiee  her  present  highest  interests )  In  what  other  way,  than  by  the  vigorous  pro-- 
Keatkn  of  this  work,  can  she  grow  naturally  and  healthily  %  In  what  other  way  can 
^  90  imbibe  and  exBbit  the  spirit  of  her  Master  t  In  what  other  way  csn  she  so  draw 
fanh  and  strengthen  the  divine  life  in  her  people^  and  can  she  train  her  students  and 
P'^battanea  for  fatnre  ministerial  naefulneas  1  Would  she  cure  a  tendency  to  iu- 
4al|i  ia  Bern  specalatieai  and  theorising  ?    What  means  more  effeotoal  than  contact 
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with  the  sins  and  sorrows  of  the  perishing  mnltitnde,  with  the  wants  and  woes  vUdi 
the  dark  field  of  our  home  heathenism  presents  t  ThosOi  even  in  the  highest 
places,  need  such  a  corrective.  I  reniember  well  that  when  Dr.  Fairbaim  came  to 
be  Professor  of  Theology  in  Aberdeen  he  said  to  me,  as  his  minister-—"  Nov  1  feel 
that  I  cannot  get  on  with  this  new  kind  of  work  by  itself;  I  mnst  have  somethUig 
else  more  direct,  personal,  practical,  for  my  own  spirit^  and  so  I  will  either  take  a 
certain,  portion  of  all  yonr  sick  and  visit  them,  or  I  will  take  ajlarge  district  of  the 
congregation,  and  spend  as  much  time  and  strength  on  it  as  I  am  able."  I  replied, 
"  The  latter  is  by  far  the  better  plan,  for  I  neyer  conld  think  of  going  to  yoa  with 
a  list  of  sick  week  after  week,  and  thus  yon  can  do  little  or  mnch  as  yon  find  eon- 
▼enient"  And  most  faithfully  did  he  labour  in  that  wide  and  poor  district  of  the 
city.  Many  who  thought  him  somewhat  cold  and  reserved  in  manner  wonld  hare 
been  snrprised  had  they  known  that  his  stately  form  was  often  seen  in  the  hnmbleit 
dwellings,  and  that  he  went  to  them  carrying  in  fnll  pockets  little  necessaries  and 
comforts  for  the  body,  as  well  as  bearing  the  message  of  life  and  peace  to  the  lonL 
Oh,  were  that  spirit  more  common,  there  would  be  no  lack  either  of  fonda  or  of 
workers  I  It  would  not  be  so  necessary  as  it  is  now  to  urge  the  claims  of  our  Home 
Mission  Scheme  on  the  liberality  of  office-bearers  and  people.  The  Lord  enable  u 
to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  those  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  are  now  inheritiDg 
the  promises  I    (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  WELLS,  as  joint.convener  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  next  addreaaed 
the  Assembly.  He  said  this  report  abundantly  proves  that  the  work  of  our  com* 
mittee  is  now  limited  only  by  our  income.  Its  pages  teem  with  evidences  of  wide* 
spread  and  suecessfnl  effort.  Even  in  this  year  of  depression  and  scattering  the 
additions  in  several  of  our  home  mission  flocks  have  varied  from  100  to  260 ;  th^ 
Sabbath  schools  have  600,  700,  and  800  scholars ;  and  the  band  of  workers  in  each 
numbers  from  50  to  200.  (Applause.)  These  pregnant  facts  are  the  very  beat 
appeals  for  increased  liberality.  Our  Assemblies  are  frequented  by  the  favoured 
few,  who  are  on  the  outlook  for  exceptionally  deserving  and  needful  objects.  I 
alill  remember  the  sensations  with  which  at  the  close  of  a  similar  meeting,  the 
other  year,  two  notes  were  opened,  each  containing  £100  for  our- committee. 
(Applause.)  Such  spontaneous  liberality  brightens  at  once  the  future  and  the  peat, 
for  the  memory  of  it  is  hailed  aa  a  happy  prediction  of  similar  donations  already  oo 
the  way.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  Surely  chill  penury  shall  not  freeze  the  gebial 
currents  that  are  now  found  everywhere  in  the  Church.  Some  of  our  ministera  are 
at  pains  to  explain  this  scheme  to  their  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes,  and 
secure  for  it  one  or  two  months  collections.  If  we  all  adopted  this  simple  plaa, 
and  adopted  it  heartily,  we  might  easily  add  £1000  a  year  to  the  income,  and  st  the 
same  time,  plant  the  work  more  deeply  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  will  soon  hare 
the  future  of  the  Church  in  their  hsnds.  (Applause.)  But,  I  am.  instructed  to 
speak  about  the  work  yet  to  be  done.  Pleaae  permit  me,  then,  to  propose  one  of 
our  chief  home  mission  problems — ^How  can  we  secure  the  steady  co-operation  of  all 
in  our  congregations  who  are  fitted  for  this  work  t  How  can  their  (Thristiaa 
sympathy  be  best  developed  into  Christian  service,  so  that  the  ripe  harvest  field 
around  us  may  be  filled  with  labourers  t  This  problem  can  be  solved  on  a  laige 
scale  only  in  some  such  way  as  winter  is  solved  by  spring — ^namely,  by  a  growing 
abundance  among  us  of  the  pure  home  mission  principle  and  spirit.  The  beat 
fosterer  of  that  principle  and  spirit  is  a  candid  and  receptive  study  of  the  Kev 
Testament.  For,  has  Christ  revealed  anything  more  plainly  to  ns  thiua  the  relation 
of  His  Church  to  the  neighbouring  poor  1  He  came  into  the  world  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  seeking  and  saving  the  lost,  and  first  of  all,  the  lost  of  His  own  nation. 
He  ever  showed  a  partiality  for  work  among  publicans  and  sinners.  They  furnished 
the  greatest  trophies  of  His  grace,  and  many  of  the  most  inspiring  pssssges  in  Hia 
life  on  earth.  On  the  cross  He  won  the  dying  thief,  and  the  heart  of  the  rieea 
Christ  towards  the  outcast  was  the  same  as  in  the  days  of  His  flesh.  Then  Hia 
commission  to  the  Church  is  home  mlasion  to  begin  with.  We  have  no  option— uo 
room  for  doubt.  Not  to  accept  Christ's  mind  in  this  matter  is,  so  fiir,  to  deny,  or, 
at  least,  to  divide  the  faith.  Only  by  a  sort  of  sacred  conspiracy  among  na  can  the 
home  mission  spirit  be  elevated  to  the  requisite  intensity  and  enthuidasm.  None 
need  encouragement  more  than  our  home  mission  workers,  and  the  most  esneat 
need  it  most;  and  never  did  they  need  it  more  than  n6w,  when  they  daily  go  among 
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&  people  hired  and  peeled.  Each  of  ihem  needs  the  asauranee  (bat  he  has  behind 
mm  the  eordial  and  prajerfol  Bympathy  of  1000  pastors  and  1000  flocks  aitoated 
'jtueea  lUidenkirk  and  John  o*  QroaU.  (Applause.)  It  concerns  us  all  to 
munifj  their  work  and  make  it  honourable.  One  of  the  felicities  of  our  committee 
rijs  been  that  oor  leaders  have  always  exerted  themaelTCs  to  create  a  pecoliar  esteem 
'  r  iu  work.  Thomas  Chalmers  chose  to  be  a  home  missionary  rather  than  any- 
LiQf^eUe.  (Applaase.)  Many  here  could  testify  how  Cunningham,  and  Candlieb, 
.^d  Robert  Bachanan — (applanae) — sharpened  the  edge  of  their  home  mission  con- 
TiciioBt  sad  feelings.  There  must  and  should  be  many  men  in  the  Church  whose 
.stiividoality  calls  them  to  quite  different  spheres,  but  that  fact  girea  them  their 
::tii  power  in  heightening  home  mission  temperature.  Oar  thinkers  and  influeo- 
Lti  Unnen  may  often  do  more  for  thia  work  by  their  expressed  convictions  and 
^7Qlftttbies  than  others  can  do  by  their  labours.  They  have  it  often  in  their  powt^r 
*'j  \<  like  Barnabas  when  be  invited  Paul  to  the  work  in  Antioch,  and  so  rendered 
!Ud  greatest  service  to  the  Church  by  evoking  in  another  gifts  different  from  his 
viL  No  doubt  hotne  miaaion  work  baa  ita  weak  side.  It  often  supplies  such 
Kksiefol  £u!uzes  aa  nearly  broke  the  heart  of  the  Apostle.  The  deeper  down  we 
In  amoDg  the  annken,  the  more  of  these  humiliating  disappointments  may  we 
•'xpeet  Many  desirable  things  are  not  found  in  our  home  mission  converts.  But 
^Ua  ire  so  many  additional  reasons  why  the  greatest  Chrlstittn  generosity  should 
•<  tkovn  in  appred&ting  the  labours  of  those  men  who,  in  obscurest  comersi  are 
•iciag  their  bMi  to  rescue  the  periahing.  (Applause.)  A  healthy  Church  will 
^Initnagle  them  oni  for  apecial  honour.  The  highest  form  of  miasion  zeal  is  like 
V  ddiate  exotic  plant  in  the  poor  soil  of  this  earth.  It  can  thrive  in  a  genial 
^^BMspbae,  but  ia  easily  shrivelled  by  the  breath  of  nnaympathising  criticism.  The 
:  :.ij7ehbs  to  serve  her  generation  according  to  the  will  of  Qod,  and  must  therefore 
-'jSA  hentlt  on  the  one  hand  to  the  New  Testament,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  her 
•  roeat  loeial  environment  Now,  we  are  everywhere  confronted  with  and  challenged 
'J  home  heatheniam,  and  our  Christianity  is  tested  by  the  way  in  which  we  accept 
'^ehilleoge.  Enter  one  of  the  homes  within  100  yards  of  this  hall,  and  become 
•^^nioted  with  old  and  yonng  in  it^  They  are  Scotch,  and  have  been  in  Scotland 
kU  their  days,  and  yet  they  are  steeped  in  ignorance  and  vice.  Can  any  stronger 
tppesl  be  addressed  to  us  than  that)  That  home  heathenism  survives  in  this 
Detropolis  of  Chiiatlaoity,  and  nnder  the  very  shadow  of  the  Assembly  Halls. 
Tat  of  thoosands  of  our  fellow-chnrchmen  paas  such  homes  oTery  Sabbath  on  their 
nj  to  the  house  of  God.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  all 
t  >nL8  of  snti-Chriatianiam  have  been  perfectly  revolutioniaed.  The  watchword  of 
'^belief  1800  years  ago,  even  100  years  ago,  here,  if  not  in  France,  wa?,  **  I  hate 
^e  prolsne  vulgar."  It  waa  then  haughtily  aristocratic,  and  stood  aloof  from  the 
'-^ttcs;  now  it  is  demoeiatic  and  aggressive.  One  of  our  magazines  had  lately  an 
nicleon  "Atheistic  Methodism,"  another  on  '*  Fervent  Atheism."  Able  thinkers 
^  viiteiB  are  every  day  popularising  unbelieving  science  and  scepticism,  and  com* 
p«ting  vith  us  for  the  ear  and  heart  of  the  humbler  orders.  Shall  infidelity  outrun 
^  Choreh  in  thia  race )  Surely  not — (applause) — for  onr  faith  is  essentially  demo- 
"'"^e,  as  bearing  the  only  message  that  effectually  appeals  to  the  hearts  and  con- 
^^"'toeci  of  the  poor.  But  here  ia  a  new  thing  in  the  earth,  for  the  Church  will  be 
rsboked  even  by  infidelity  if  her  home  mission  zeal  decline.  It  aeems,  then,  that 
^t  true  interpretation  of  the  New  Teatament  and  of  this  nineteenth  century  sum- 
aoiuea  oi  by  ertrj  variety  of  argument  and  appeal  to  the  great  work  of  home 
Bi^ioss.    (Applaase.) 

Oar  pmblem  also  requires  ns  to  propose  definite  work  to  individuals.  Constant 
v9pesla  to  work  may  become  like  constant  rains  which  sour  the  soil  and  rot  the  seeds. 
^e  may  believe  that  onr  most  earnest  hearers  will  accept  the  ideals  of  their  spiritual 
'sseben,  and  that  home  miasion  ideas  fairly  presented  will  kindle  in  many  the 
'cere  for  personal  effort  If  we  had  anffieient  faith  in  the  contagiona  quality  of 
-^r  home  misaion  convictiona  we  might  be  more  disposed  to  expect  co-operation. 
i  bare  eome  to  believe  that  the  beat  teaching  will  not  succeed  unless  we  also  offer 
^0  i&dividoals  a  little  bit  of  neat,  tangible,  and  manageable  work.  Probably  many 
^'e  ia  the  position  of  three  ladiea  who  compared  notes  at  the  close  of  an  enthusiastic 
bme  mission  meeting.  They  were  all  willing  to  begin  the  work,  but  nobody  had 
"a  invited  them  to  do  so.     The  most  eloquent  orator  may  do  less  for  borne 
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miiBioiia  than  be  who  introdocei  one  to  th«  actuftl  work.  A  few  nader  itnmg 
impalaea  are  swept  07er  all  introdactory  difficaltlea,  aa  on  the  creat  of  a  ware ;  bol 
the  experience  of  most  is  very  difierent.  To  them  the  work  aeems  very  fornUdaUc, 
and  they  prove  their  special  fitneas  by  doubting  it  It  is  wise  to  propose  a  Teiy 
small  piece  of  work  to  beginners.  Their  fear  ia  a  kind  of  nightmare;  the  moment 
they  move  the  apell  is  broken,  and  they  are  delighted  by  the  ezerelae  of  a  nerij' 
discorered  power.  (Applanse.)  We  cannot  hare  too  much  patience  and  aympaUlj 
with  those  who  hesitate  to  begin  the  work.  We  ministers  can  nnderstand  their 
feelings  by  remembering  our  own  when  preaching  oar  first  sermon.  They  hare  the 
samii  giddineas,  the  same  beating  of  the  heart,  the  aame  bath  of  perspiration,  the 
same  atrange  confusion  of  objects  in  the  room.  (Langhter.)  The  unwonted  litoa- 
Uon  is  exceedingly  trying  to  many  who  become  oar  beat  yoke-CeUows.  And  they 
will  probably  rank  among  their  beat  benefactors  the  psator  or  elder  who  fiist  tsoght 
them  that  Uiey  could  give  to  miseiy  more  than  »  tear,  who  enriched  their  life  vith 
n  new  power  and  Joy,  and  who  made  them  sliarers  in  one  of  the  most  interesting 
and  rewarding  of  iJl  forms  of  human  effort.  The  moat  soUd  facta  jasti^  us  in 
expecting  great  results  from  our  home  missions.  We  have  not  to  go  to  tUs  work 
Uu^idly  or  merely  from  a  stem  sense  of  duty.  We  are  inspired  by  memoxies  of 
what  Qrod  haa  already  wrooght.  The  home  misaion  corps  are  not  the  forlorn  hope 
of  the  Cluristian  army.  (Applanse.)  If  one's  limited  obserration  be  not  misleading, 
none  among  ua  have  more  encouragement  than  our  eameat  home  mlsaionaries.  1 
belicTC  that  they  have  greater  encouragementa  and  greater  disconragements  than 
their  fellows.  Further,  a  ahare  in  this  work  is  one  of  the  best  presermtires  against 
despondency.  A  great  U?ing  soldier  tells  ns  that  the  rear  of  an  army  is  the  jeij 
worst  place  for  a  timid  man^  while  the  soldier  in  the  Tan,  heated  with  battle,  ii 
usually  full  of  heart  and  hope.  Many  in  our  day  succnmb  to  religioua  depression, 
and  perhapa  the  beat  advice  that  can  be  gl^en  them  is  to  more  to  the  front  and 
cultirate  the  aotlTiUes  of  the  Christian  life.  (Applause.)  Lanrentins,  who  ssffend 
under  Valerian,  was  oonunanded  by  his  persecutors  to  surrender  the  treasorea  of 
the  Church.  He  promiaed  to  do  so.  He  straightwsj  gathered  the  faithful  who  hid 
been  reclaimed  from  deepest  heathenism,  presented  them  to  the  Boman  msgistrate, 
and  said — "  These  are  the  treaaures  of  the  Church."  (Applause.)  Our  Church, 
Moderator,  has  many  Justly  prised  treasures.  She  has  the  treasure  of  Disruption, 
heroism—- (applause) — ^which  is  claimed  aa  a  possession  by  the  Church  catholic; 
she  has  the  tressure  of  many  illusUions  names*  which  supply  bright  examples  and 
powerful  inspirations;  she  has  the  treasure  of  a  steady  liberality,  token  of  the  lore 
and  loyalty  of  tiie  people;  and  ahe  has  the  treasure  of  the  pure  evsngelieal 
doctrine.  (ApplaosOi)  But  may  we  also  e^er  have  In  our  communion  many  who, 
once  aliens  and  prodigals,  haTC  been  waahed  and  aanctified  and  justified  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  by  the  spirit  of  our  God,  and  maj  we  esteem  these  the 
tressures  of  the  Church.  If  these  treasures  are  ours,  there  shall  be  added  unto  os 
all  other  treasures  proper  to  the  Church  of  Christ  The  benediction  promised  to 
him  that  oonsidereth  the  poor  shall  then  descend  upon  Zion,  and  the  Highest  him- 
self shall  establish  her.    (Loud  applause.) 

Professor  BLAIKIE,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  he  would  have 
been  content  simply  to  make  the  motion,  were  it  not  that  this  year  seemed  to  call 
them  to  Tiew  the  home  mission  enterprise  in  the  light  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Chslmen. 
He  proceeded  at  some  length  to  illustrate  the  prineiples  which  had  actuated 
Chalmen — his  sympathy  with  man  aa  man,  intenaifled  and  elerated  by  the  Bible 
Tiew  of  the  Talue  of  aouls;  his  appreciation  of  the  Gospel  as  a  great  scheme  of 
redemption ;  Us  glowing  compsssion  and  Ioyo;  and  his  remaikable  akillin  deriaing 
the  moat  suitable  meana  for  carrying  on  the  work.  He  truated  that  in  eommemo- 
imting  the  centenary  of  Dr.  Ciialmers'  birth,  they  would  show  themselTes  to  be 
earnestly  and  consdentiously  setting  their  hsnds  more  thoroughly  to  the  worlc 
which  he  left  them  to  do,  and,  by  God's  help,  not  to  rest  idle  until  that  work  wu 
thoroughly  accomplished. 

The  Earl  of  KINTORE  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr  FEBGUSON,  Kinmundy  (elder),  added  his  testimony  to  the  Tslue  of  tbe 
work  done  by  this  committee,  and  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  Church  at  Urge 
coming  forward  and  helping  them  in  this  present  crisis  of  its  affiurs.  There  waa 
a  necessity  of  taking  more  steps,  and  more  efficient  steps,  for  the  preaching  of  th« 
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Go^t^  and  he  staled  thai  the  eommittee  were  in  the  position  of  being  nnable  to 
•Ilow  toy  more  clainiB  for  aid  in  es^abliahing  miasion  atationa.  He  aaid  that  it  waa 
oalj  tboee  who  were  attending  the  committee  from  month  UP  month  who  could 
niMierataBd  and  appreciate  the  neceaaity  for  greatly  inereaaed  work  in  connection 
Tith  ibia  Home  Miaaion.  There  was  scarcely  a  month  without  aome  eameat  and 
JDportaaate  reqaeat  for  help  to  cany  on  miaaion  work.  Bat  they  had  to  refnae 
than  most  reluctantly,  for  they  had  exhausted  their  meana.  He  would  preas  on 
tbc  Chareh  the  neeeaaity  of  considering  this  aubject,  and  the  importance  of  aup- 
pljiog  thia  eommittee  with  the  pecuniary  meana  to  enable  them  to  extend  Uieir 
work.  There  was  an  immenae  field  atUl  to  be  occupied.  The  Free  Church  gloried 
is  being  the  Chnreh  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  on  its  ability  to  aupply  the 
■ttBfl  of  grace  to  the  people,  much  of  ita  naefolneaa  would  depend. 
The  foUowing  motion  waa  adopted  by  the  Assembly : — 
"The  Geneial  Assembly  approve  of  the  report  now  laid  on  their  table,  and 
tetarn  their  best  thanks  to  the  committee,  especially  to  the  Joint  conTcners. 

''They  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  operations  of  the  committee  during  thepaat 
reu  hare  been  so  extenaive  and  varied,  and  that  they  hare  been  carried  on  with 
IB  eaeoonging  meaaure  of  auccess ;  while  they  cannot  but  deeply  regret  that  in 
thk  department  of  the  Church's  work,  as  well  as  in  others,  there  has  been  so  little 
endence  of  any  special  and  powerful  outpouring  of  the  Spirit. 

*^T1iey  folly  sympathise  with  the  stations  and  congregations  connected  with  the 
Home  MiMion  Scheme  under  the  di£Eiculties  which  have  been  pressing  on  many  of 
tbem,  bj  leaaon  of  the  trying  timea  through  which  the  country  haa  been  paaaing. 
The^  an  thankful  for  the  manner  in  which  office-bearers  and  people  have  atood  the 
fieveie  lest  to  which  they  have  thua  been  anbjected,  and  they  pray  that  in  the  more 
yrotptnm  days,  of  which  signs  are  not  wholly  awanting,  abundant  evidence  may 
lie  firea  that  adveraitj  haa  effectually  taught  needed  leaaona,  and  left  behind  it 
eadoring  and  bleaaed  fruits. 

"The  Aaaembly  are  pleaaed  to  learn  that  the  important  subject  of  colportage 
^  specially  engaged  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  they  hope  that  meana 
fill  be  pat  at  their  diapoaal  for  enabling  them  to  enter  on  and  occupy  this  field  of 
Giefalneia. 

"  The  Assembly  deeply  regreC  that  the  funds  of  the  committee  are  in  ao  ex- 
ited and  unsatisfactory  a  state,  largely  by  reason  of  a  falling^off  in  some 
'ruches  of  income,  and  they  approve  of  the  propoaala  made  in  the  aupplementary 
report  for  limiting  tlie  expenditure  on  congregational  miaalona,  and  being  relieved 
'^  the  particular  gnat  there  apecified.  Feeling  that  the  work  cannot  be  carried  on 
^ihoat  aerioua  curtailment  unless  a  special  effort  be  put  forth  at  the  present  time» 
^j  remit  the  suggestion  as  to  an  extra  collection  this  year  on  behalf  of  the  scheme 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Collections,  that  they  may  give  effect  to 
••  it  the  season  and  in  the  manner  deemed  moat  expedient. 

"Finally,  the  Asaembly  eameatly  recommend  to  all  their  faithful  people  the 
'  Wnl  Bopport  of  the  Home  Miaaion  Scheme,  in  connection  with  which  thia  Church 
^  been  ao  mnch  honoored  and  bleaaed  in  Uie  paat,  and  for  the  rigoroua  proaecu- 
t»n  of  Thieh  there  is  still  auch  urgent  need  and  abundant  opportunity." 

The  evangelistic  deputies  invited  by  the  Home  Miaaion  Committee  were 
^ignated  by  the  Asaembly. 

They  are-— M^srs  J.  Watson,  J.  W.  Oeddie,  D.  S.  Hamilton,  G.  Johnston, 
J  Tut,  and  W.  Feiguaon. 

The  Asaembly  engaged  in  prayer  on  their  behalf,  Br.  O.  B.  Dayidaon  con- 
iaeUog  the  derotions  at  the  Moderator's  desire. 

OHUBOH  BXmENBION. 

Dr.  ADAM  submitted  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Extension 
Balding  Fund.  He  slated  that  the  whole  sum  roted  In  respect  of  cases  of  new 
ttildinga  was  £13,585,  distributed  over  twenty-two  congregations,  that  was  to  say, 
>^t  £400  leas  than  the  amount  they  were  at  liberty  to  expend.  Under  the  second 
-cad  of  the  scheme — rebuilding  and  enlaigement — there  had  been  expended 
*^d^6.  There  had  been  thirty^nine  applications  in  all,  of  which  they  were  enabled 
'^  grant  twenty-five,  refusing  twelve,  and  leaving  two  or  three  to  stand  over  till 
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next  year,  bectuse  of  cireumsUnceB  stated  in  the  report  Thej  came  before  the 
Assembly  with  a  special  request.  The  number  of  applications  was  so  great  that 
the  sum  at  their  disposal  did  not  suffice  to  give  grants  that  were  at  all  adequate  to 
the  necessities  of  these  particular  eases,  and  they  took  upon  themselres  to  rote 
£1000  additional  to  the  £3000  they  were  to  dispense.  He  mentioned  that  upwards 
of  £2000  were  still  awantiiig  to  complete  the  Church  Extension  Scheme  of  £100,000. 
The  sum  subscribed  was  £97,620,  and  there  were  a  few  hundreds  reported  this 
year,  but  he  appealed  for  the  completion  of  the  fund,  so  that  it  might  be  a  finished 
undertaking. 

In  connection  with  the  report,  an  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Tun  was 
read. 

Mr.  BURNS,  Kirkliston,  moved  the  approval  of  the  report,  expressing  sattRfae- 
tion  that,  in  the  face  of  so  many  discouragements,  so  much  progress  had  been  made 
in  carrying  out  the  scheme,  that  substantial  assistance  had  been  given  in  the  erectioa 
of  so  many  new  churches,  but  regretting  that  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of 
npplications  for  grants,  the  committee  had  been  placed  in  serious  dlfficolty,  and 
under  the  necessity  of  limiting  many  of  the  grants  voted,  and  setting  forth  the 
desirableness  of  the  early  completion  of  the  fond,  at  the  amount  originally. agreed 
on,  viz.,  £100,000,  in  order  to  the  realisation  of  which  there  would,  he  said,  be 
required  a  subscription  of  not  less  than  £10,000  over  and  above. 

Mr.  M'MICKING,  Helensburgh  (elder),  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  adopted^ 
as  follows : — 

"  The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  return  their  thanks  to  the 
committee,  especially  to  the  joint-conveners. 

*'  They  are  satisBed  that  the  regulations  of  the  scheme  have  been  faithfully  and 
impartially  carried  out  in  the  administration  of  the  fund,  and  are  thankful  that  bj 
means  of  it  such  substantial  assistance  has  been  given  in  the  erection  of  new  and 
needed  ehurehes.  They  regret,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  the  great  number 
of  applications  for  grants  in  cases  of  rebuilding  and  enlargement  of  existing  churches, 
the  committee  have  been  placed  in  serious  diffieulty,  and  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  so  limiting  in  amount  many  of  the  grants  voted,  as  doubtless  to  caase 
disappointment  to  some  of  the  parties.  They  hereby  sanction  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  that  £1000  in  addition  to  the  £8000  fixed  by  last  Assembly  should 
be  applied  under  this  branch  of  the  scheme ;  and  they  direct  the  payment  in  fall  of 
the  grants  conditionally  promised. 

"  They  much  regret  that  so  little  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  toward  the 
completion  of  the  scheme,  whieh,  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of  the  committee, 
still  falls  short,  by  fully  £2000,  of  the  £100,000  originally  contemplated.  Thej 
instruct  the  committee  to  continue  their  efforts  for  this  purpose,  and  they  eamesUj 
exhort  all  who  have  the  means  to  help  in  bringing  so  needful  and  important  a  work 
to  a  successful  termination. 

"  The  Assembly  sanction  a  change  of  the  regulations,  to  the  extent  of  redncbg 
the  quorum  from  ten  to  seven,  as  recommended  by  the  committee. 

'*  The  Assembly  reappoint  the  committee — Dr.  Grainger  Stewart  and  Dr.  Auder 
ton  Kirk  wood- retiring;  and  the  Assembly  appoint  in  their  room,  Dr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Mr.  Thomas  Martin ;  Dr.  Adam  and  Colonel  Young,  joint-conveners.*' 

PB0FES80B  SMITHES  CASE— ANOTHIIB  MOTIOV. 

Professor  LINDSAY,  Glasgow,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Beith,  gave  notice  ot  another 
motion  for  Thursday. 

THE  CHUBCH  XZTBV8I0H  VUND  iOn)  THE  HIOHLAHDS. 

Mr.  GRANT,  Tain,  apoke  in  support  of  the  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Tain,  asking  the  Assembly  to  authorise  the  committee  to  make  the  fund  applicable 
to  churches  built  in  the  Highlands  since  1st  January  1876.  If  the  Assembly 
refused  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  this  overture,  the  existence  of  (his  great  fund 
would  place  the  congregation  of  Kilmure  Easter  in  a  far  worse  position  than  it 
would  have  been  in  if  the  fund  did  not  exist.  If  this  fund  did  not  exist  an  appeal 
night  have  been  made  to  the  liberal  and  wealthy  membere  of  the  Church  throughool 
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iU  toaniij.  Bot  at  thete  parties  hare  ganenily  contributed  to  tbii  fund,  thejr 
eaxmot  be  expected  to  gire  their  aapport  to  a  case  that  seems  to  be  more  exceptional 
and  prirate. 

The  eaie  of  this  congregation  is  a  rery  pressing  one ;  for  notwithstanding  the 
freit  efforts  they  have  already  made,  there  is  still  a  debt  of  nearly  X300  remaining. 
Tke  interest  of  that  sum  will  to  a  large  extent  hare  to  be  paid  by  the  minleter 
bimsel/,  or  from  Chnrch  funds  that  woald  rightly  belong  to  him ;  and  with  his  large 
Umilj,  it  is  in  his  case  a  great  hardship  to  be  called  on  to  do  this. 

Prineipal  RAINY  said  the  orertare  dealt  with  a  class  of  cases  extending  orer 
tro  yesTB,  sod  therefore  infringing  npon  the  regulations. 

The  following  was  the  decision  on  the  snbjeet : — 

"  The  Asiembly  haying  heard  Mr.  Grant  in  support  of  the  overtures,  decline  to 
Dike  soy  change  in  the  regulations  for  the  distribution  of  the  Church  Exteoston 
Bailding  Fond.** 

The  Assembly  took  np  memorials  from  the  Free  Tron  Charch  congregation, 
Eiinbugb,  and  from  the  congregation  at  Struan,  regarding  aid  from  the  Church 
ExtentioD  Building  Fund. 

Partiea  hiring  been  called,  they  acquiesced  in  the  following  deliverance : — 

"With  reference  to  the  applications  of  Free  Tron,  Edinburgh,  and  of  8truao,  the 
Gtr4<nl  Assembly,  not  doubting  that  the  committee  have  duly  considered  and 
Mt  with  these  applications,  still,  sympathising  with  the  congregations  in  the 
r.muBstsDcei,  remit  the  applications  afresh  to  the  committee  for  their  considera* 
i;oB,  ttd  authorise  them,  if  they  can  find  the  cases  to  be  within  the  spirit  of  the 
cca&UtatiAn  of  the  fund,  to  extend  assistance  to  the  congpregations  out  of  the  fund." 

THE  UASQUm  OF  BIPON  AND  LOBD  KENlf  ABE. 

Tbe  sobjeet  of  the  recent  appointments  of  Lord  Ripon  and  Lord  Eenmare  was 
liTdught  op  by  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  BEQG  moved— 

''Tbst  the*  General  Assembly,  taking  into  consideration  the  appointment  of  Lord 
Bipon  ss  Govemor-Qeneral  of  India,  and  of  Lord  Kenmare  as  Lord  Chamberlain  of 
Her  Mijestjf's  Household,  and  the  serious  consequences  that  may  result  therefrom, 
nsoire  to  present  a  respectful  memorial  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  deprecating  said  appointments,  and  urging 
i)iat  they  be  cancelled." 

Both  appointments,  said  Br.  Begg,  were  of  a  very  dangerous  kind.  They  all  knew 
tlut  Romanism  was  founded  upon  the  general  assumption  that  all  power  was  given 
to  Peter  and  to  tbe  man  alleged  to  be  Peter's  successor' in  this  world,  who  was 
declared  to  be  the  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  accordingly  every  Romanist  aimed  at 
the  aaiTersal  subjection  of  the  world  to  the  system  with  which  he  was  connected. 
They  all  knew,  moreover,  that  recently  that  had  been  intensified  by  the  declaration 
of  the  penonal  infallibility  of  the  Pope  and  by  the  Syllabus.  The  result  was  that 
tTeiT  Romanist  was  bound  to  give  paramount  obedience  to  the  Pope  on  pain  of 
ptnUUon.  He  did  not  bring  forward  this  motion  in  any  political  spirit  He  was 
tlioroaghly  peraoaded  that  all  classes  of  politicians  were  now  much  too  anxious  to 
coodliate  the  Romish  system,  with  a  view  to  their  own  political  ends.  He  could 
fire  some  striking  illustrations  in  connection  with  both  political  parties ;  and  he 
helieTed  that  was  one  reason  why  the  Protestant  spirit  of  tbe  country  was  being 
<&h?erted.  Both  classes  of  politicians  were  too  anxious  to  cultivate  the  Romish 
vote;  and  though  when  out  of  office  some  might  profess  to  be  great  Proteatants, 
«hen  in  office  they  followed  veiy  much  the  same  course.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  preaent, 
bovever,  waa  an  unprecedented  case  of  pandering  to  Rome.  In  connection  with 
Lord  Ripon*s  appointment^  Dr.  Begg  commented  on  the  peculiar  position  which 
tbe  OovemoT-General  of  India  occupied,  and  the  unfavourable  influence  he  might 
exert  OB  heathenism  Itself  and  on  Protestant  missions  in  that  country.  He  looked 
CO  this  aa  a  most  dangerous  appointment,  and  many  of  the  most  ardent  supporters 
f^  the  Prime  Minister  took,  he  said,  the  aame  view.  (Applause.)  For  Lord  Ripoa 
W  not  only  aU  th;  intense  earnestness  of  a  Romanist,  bot  of  a  pervert.  He  (Dr. 
^f )  regretted  that  at  the  present  moment  the  people  of  this  country  seemed  to 
^play  to  a  large  extent  a  profound  apathy  towards  Popery ;  and  probably  they 
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wonld  not  be  avakoMd  ontil  thej  fomd  tlie  knife  near  their  tbroait.  ("Oli*  ind 
applioM.)  The  appoiubOMit  of  Lord  Kemme  vu  ezdUag  Um  AttenUon,  bat  he 
believed  it  wu  of  a  very  formidabie  kind.  Lord  Kenmare  liad  the  entire  control  of 
Her  Utjeatj'a  honaelioid,  and  any  one  who  had  atadied  the  operation  of  the  Romiih 
ijatem  moat  know  thai  their  beioved  <)aeen  waa  likely  to  be  enTironed  bj  moit 
dangerooa  inflaeneea;  and  he  held  that  the  people  shoiUd  demand  that  the  ihoold 
be  aet  free  from  aneh  inflaencee.  The  faet  that  Lord  Kenmare  had  intimated  tin 
he  woold  not  appoint  the  Qneen'e  ehapUina  waa  a  eonfesaion  that  he  wea  not  quiU- 
fied  for  the  peat  to  whieh  he  had  been  appointed.  He  belioTed  that  if  thing*  went 
on  aa  thqr  we  doing;  they  ahonld  by  and  by  hare  a  proposal  to  change  the  aoe- 
ceeaion  to  the  Crown.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  BALFOUR  (elder),  Edinbargh,  In  aeeonding  the  moUon,  nid,  it  la  only  aince 
catering  the  Hoaee  thia  evening  that  I  have  been  aaked  to  aeeond  the  motion  which 
haa  jnat  been  anbmitted^  bnt  I  do  so  with  the  greatest  pleasnre. 

After  what  haa  been  io  folly,  ably,  and  tmly  said  by  Dr.  Begg,  it  ia  not  necenazy 
for  me  to  oeenpy  maeh  time;  bnt.  Moderator,  1  cannot  bat  deplore  the  terrible 
apathy  whieh  exiata  in  oor  land,  and  eren  in  our  (/harch,  on  the  eabjeet  of  Poperj. 

Did  I  aee  men  aliTO  to  their  danger  from  this  source,  and  inflnenced  by  strong 
Fkoteatant  ^ineiples,  I  ahonld  have  little  fear  of  the  resnlt,  bat  such  is  far  from 
being  the  caae ;  the  only  indieatioaa  of  any  oppoeitiott  to  that  system  of  iniquity 
being  an  occasional  apasmodic  eiTort^  or  rather  a  mowement  like  that  pxodaced  by 
galTsniam  applied  to  a  oorpee. 

Popery  haa  within  the  last  few  yeara  been  making  gigantic  progreaa  in  oor 
beloTed  land,  thongh  many  aeem  perfeotly  ignorant  of  thia  fact ;  I  myaelf  indetd 
waa  not  fully  aware  of  the  fearful  extent  to  which  it  waa  owerspreading  our  coimtiT 
till  1  had  read  the  laat  report  of  the  Reformation  Bode^ ;  and  I  would  adwiae  every  one 
carefully  to  ponder  the  facta  there  addueed,  and  to  bestir  himself  to  immediate 
action  in  aeeking  to  stem  the  tide  of  that  deadly  anperstition  which  la  coming  in 
upon  na  ao  rapidly. 

I  remember  well,  air,  when  the  Papal  aggreaaion  took  place,  of  hearing  one  whose 
memory  we  all  hold  in  the  deepeat  reapect,  I  mean  Dr.  Cunningham,  when,  on  the 
platform  in  the  Mnaie  Hall,  he  with  hia  wonted  rigour  and  power  urged  the  necei- 
aity  of  rousing  ouraelTOS  to  oppoae  that  aecnraed  eystem.  Bat,  sir,  what  a  different 
apectaele  waa  presented  recently  when  the  Papal  Hierarchy  was  set  up  in  Scotland; 
aeareely  a  woioe  waa  raised  againat  it  It  ia  to  thia  indifierence  and  to  the  past  inc- 
ceaa  of  Popery  that  we  owe  the  preaent  appointments.  Had  we  been  sealoug  in 
maintaining  our  blood-bought  priidlegea  no  atateaman  would  hare  dared  to  hare 
taken  auch  a  atep. 

It  woald  be  well.  Moderator,  for  thia  Aaaembly  to  enjoin  on  all  ministers  to 
enlighten  their  people  regarding  thia  **  mystery  of  iniquity,"  and  to  eatablish  claues 
where  the  antagoniam  of  the  "man  of  ain"  to  the  gospel  of  God'a  grace  might  be 
dearly  and  fully  Ciuight. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  aa  Dr.  Begg  haa  ao  ominoualy  pointed  out,  that  Poperj 
ia  aiming  at  the  British  Crown,  and  if  that  be  once  attained,  then  the  iron  hoof  oi 
the  "beaat"  will  aeon  crush  out  CTCiy  veatige  of  cItU  and  religious  liberty.  Let  os 
be  up  and  doing  while  yet  there  ia  hope. 

Principal  BAIKT  waa  not  prepared  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg.  In  the 
first  place,  In  reference  to  the  remark  he  made  about  Mr.  Gladatone,  there  was  no 
doubt  Mr.  Oladatone  had  moat  powerfully  Itluat rated  the  fact  that  the  theory  made 
binding  on  the  conaeience  of  the  Church  of  Rome  was  a  theory  that  aubjecta  the  will 
of  men  in  Church  and  State  to  a  dominion  that  profeaaea  to  be  dirlne.  At  the 
same  time,  it  waa  to  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Gladstone  atated  with  equal  atrength, 
and  he  believed  on  TCiy  good  grounda,  that  he  beliered  as  a  matter  of  fact  many 
Boman  Catholics,  especially  those  of  them  who  had  political  respon&ibilityy  and  were 
aeenatomed  to  political  thonghtfuluess,  either  did  not  or  would  not  subordinate  their 
allegianoe  to  that  authority.  He  waa  not  prepared  to  take  up  a  policy  of  general 
and  unconditional  diatmat  of  the  allegiance  of  Roman  Catholics.  And  now,  in 
reference  to  what  had  been  aald,  he  wished,  in  the  first  place,  to  aet  aaide  the 
appointment  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  which  he  regarded  aa  «  matter  that  really 
neither  required  nor  deaerred  the  reapectfiil  attention  of  the  Asaembly.  (Applause.) 
He  doubted  rery  much  whether  they  were  playing  the  game  of  Proteatantism  by 
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Btgni^uiS  a  mftiter  of  thai  kind.  (Load  applause  and  slight  hissing.)  With 
refereaoe  to  what  Dr.  Balfonr  had  said  about  apathy  on  this  qoestion,  that  was  a 
feeliof  which,  if  he  did  not  wholly  sympathise  with,  he  at  least  perfectly  understood 
sad  thoroBghly  respeeiod.  While  he  quite  understood  how  that  might  be  felt  in 
certain  quarters,  yet  it  must  be  said  tliat  that  apparent  apathy  in  the  way  of  not 
goiag  the  foil  length  with  some  who  no  doubt  took  a  sincere  interest  in  this  contro- 
xtnj,  was  connected  with  a  veiy  deliberate  opinion  in  the  minds  of  some  of  them 
that  iBora  harm  than  good  was  done  by  certain  lines  of  action.  (Hear.)  He  would 
illsiiiate  this  by  reference  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Titles  BUI  in  England  and  the  Hier- 
uchy  in  Scotland.  They  made  a  tumult  about  that  Ecclesiastical  Titles  Bill,  and 
whstesme  of  It?  What  was  it  possible  to  make  of  iti  They  had  a  great  demon- 
ftaUon  that  really  went  off  in  smoke.  It  was  impossible  practically,  without  doing 
vkat  ninety  per  oenL  of  the  people  would  hare  called  persecution,  to  put  down  those 
ecfifiiaslicsl  titlea.  (Applause.)  And  then,  coming  to  the  Scottish  Hierarchy,  he 
for  OM  was  most  delibenitely  of  opinion  that  nothing  could  be  more  demoralising 
on  tUs  qoesUon  than  to  say, "  Get  up  a  moTcment  to  prevent  this,"  when  you  know 
is  jesr  heart  yon  cannot  prerent  it — when  you  ought  not  to  prerent  it,  because  he 
keid  tliey  ought  not  to  prerent  the  Bomanists  sending  their  bishops  to  look  after 
tkeir  people— (hisses  and  applanse) — and  of  calling  them  by  any  name  they  liked — 
bisbp,  curdinal,  or  pope.  (Renewed  applanse.)  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the 
tbisfi  that  prodace  the  impression  that  that  Protestantism  of  theirs  was  a  sort  of 
bo^Msi  of  mere  aimless  explosion  that  came  to  nothing.  (Hear.)  In  this  case,  he 
viikeitki  AsaemUy  to  obserre,  they  had  a  case  of  appointing  Bioman  Catholics  to 
^wtiosi  which  were  legally  open  to  them,  and  the  present  Prime  Minister,  no 
^U,  hdieTed  the  men  fitted  for  the  positions.  It  did  not  follow  they  were  to  be 
ifttiiM  with  that  action,  but  he  held  it  a  settled  thing  that  to  some  extent  their 
£aaAD  Gstholic  fellow-subjects  were  to  have  a  share  of  public  offices.  (Hisses, 
iffAuH,  snd  intermption.) 
Tbe  XODEBATOB  rebuked  those  in  the  House  or  in  the  galleries  who  had 

Friaeipal  BAIKT  (continuing)  repeated  that  Boman  Catholics  should  jbare  not 
mtxtlj  aeocM  to  Parliament,  but  some  chance  of  employment  In  the  seryice  of  the 
Crown.  It  did  not  at  all  follow,  howerer,  that  It  was  right  or  desirable  that  a 
£oasa  GsthoUe  ahonld  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Governor-General  of  India,  but 
thty  should  take  care  to  guard  against  putting  themselves  in  the  position  of 
czdsdiag  Soman  Catholics  from  positions  legally  open  to  them.  But  he  regretted 
&  Ibis  appoiatmeiit  the  office  was  entrusted  to  a  Boman  Catholic,  while  there  were 
■troog  reasona  for  considering  it  should  not  be  entrusted  to  a  Boman  Catholic,  since 
^t  would  r^reeent  in  that  office  the  Crown  of  a  Protestant  country.  He  moved — 
The  General  Asaembly,  considering  that  the  statesman  who  is  now  Prime  Minister  is 
tbe  most  eonapicnoos  opponent  in  Europe  of  Yaticanism,  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope,  sad  eonearrent  endowment,  regret  that  one  recent  appointment  awakens 
sppRheasion  thai  the  inflnenoe  of  that  high  office  may  be  made  subservient  in  some 
measore  to  Bomiah  principles  and  objects,  and  less  friendly  than  might  have  been 
Wped  for  to  tlie  cause  of  Protestant  missions ;  beyond  this  expression  the  Assembly 
^liae  to  take  action.    (Applause.) 

Provost 'OAICFBELL,  Greenock,  seconded  Dr.  Bainy's  motion.  He  was  not 
prepsnd  lo  go  hack  on  tbe  legislation  of  the  last  forty  years,  and  say  that  Boman 
Catholics  ahoold  be  excluded  from  high  political  appointments,  although  he  thought 
4Bore  jodidooa  ehoiee  for  soch  an  office  might  have  been  made.    (Applanse.) 

If^  KIYEK  (elder),  Dundee,  said  that  if  anything  could  possibly  stir  their 
Botal  indignation  as  Christians  and  as  Protestants,  it  was  these  obnoxious  appoint- 
■eats.  There  was  great  distorbance  in  this  city  of  Edinburgh  320  years  ago  about 
&  popish  queen  having  mass  said  down  at  Holyrood ;  and  now,  nnder  a  Protestant 
qsccn,  mass  was  to  be  said  in  the  Imperial  Palace  at  Calcutta, — and  were  they  to 
wf  noihiqg  about  it  f  Something  had  been  said  about  Lord  Bipon's  amiable 
chsneter,  and  that  he  would  not  allow  his  religion  to  interfere  with  his  duty.  But 
Wd  BipoB  as  a  Bonun  Catholio  was  not  a  free  agent,  and  a  great  statesman  had 
xwcatly  said  that  a  man  who  became  a  Boman  Catholic  in  these  days,  had  "to  place 
^  logvlty  and  civil  duty  at  the  mercy  of  another,"  and  that  other  the  Pope. 

As  to  the  appointment  of  Lord  Kenmare,  they  could  not  but  object  to  have  a 
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Papist  holding  the  position  of  head  of  the  Qacen  a  hoaaehold,  and  the  fact  that  be  bad 
dlrested  himself  of  the  patronage  of  the  chaplains  was  just  a  proof  of  his  unfitness. 

In  Dundee,  during  the  past  year,  they  had  to  fight  for  their  liberties.  The 
Roman  Catholics  had  prevented  one  lecture  from  being  heard,  and  had  closed 
the  doors  against  another;  but  the  Protestant  inhabitants  arose,  and  by  God's 
good  hand  upon  them,  they  had  been  able  to  defend  and  maintain  their 
liberty.  But  the  principle  of  these  Popish  appointments  was  carried  still  furtber, 
for  at  the  last  celebration  of  the  Queen's  birthday  by  the  Ma^strates  of  Dundee, 
Father  H*Oinnes,  a  Popish  priest,  replied  to  the  toast,  "  The  clergy  of  all  denomioa- 
tions,*'  which  in  his  mind  meant  merely  the  Popish  priest!>,  as  he  could  recognise 
no  other  clergy,  and  thus  erery  Protestant  minister  in  Dundee  was  insulted. 

As  an  answer  to  Dr.  Rainy 's  statement  that  English  Roman  Catholics  wonM 
show  a  more  loyal  spirit  tlian  those  on  the  Continent,  Air.  Niven  pointed  ont  tbai 
Lord  Denbigh,  one  of  our  own  nobility,  had  said — ''An  Eaglishman,  if  you  I:ke; 
but  a  Catholic  first"  And,  moreorer,  the  position  was  made  plain  in  the  oath  taken 
by  the  Popish  bishops — **  Heretics  and  schismatics  against  our  said  lord,  I  willi  to 
the  uttermost  of  my  power,  persecute  and  wage  war  with."  It  was  always  safe  to 
oppose  Rome,  but  we  always  failed  if  we  tried  to  covenant  with  her.  The  Council  of 
Constance,  to  make  the  Emperor  Sigismund  give  up  John  Husa,  had  passed  iht 
decree  that  **  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Church ;" 
and  now,  especially  after  the  declaration  of  infallibility,  these  Popish  nobles  would 
not  be  less  under  controL 

What  had  Qod  given  us  India  for,  except  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  His  glorioas 
gospel  there  1  What,  then,  could  the  natives  think  when  missionaries  asked  them 
to  put  away  their  idols  and  serve  the  living  God,  seeing  that  crosses,  crueifixef, 
images  of  the  Virgin,  and  worst  of  all  the  wafer  god,  were  to  be  seen  in  the  Imperisl 
Palaeeat  Calcutta) 

If  we  had  a  spark  of  patriotism,  a  spark  of  love  to  God,  we  should  not  oesse  to 
oppose  these  Popish  appointments. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  announced  his  intention  of  voting  for  Dr.  Rainy's 
motion.  He  thoroughly  felt  the  undesirabilUy  of  making  such  appointments  u 
those  under  review,  but  then  he  was  not  disposed  even  to  appear  as  if  he  sought  to 
have  repealed  the  Catholic  Emancipation  Acts,  which  he  believed  were  needful  for 
the  country.  In  asking  this  appointment  to  be  cancelled,  they  must  think  of  the 
question,  who  was  to  be  appointed  in  place  of  Lord  Ripon  1  Though  he  deprecated 
a  Roman  Catholic  Governor-General,  there  might  be  a  worse  appointment  made. 
(Applause.)  They  might  have  a  Governor-General  who  made  no  profession  at  all— 
(hear,  hear) — about  whose  own  course  of  action  there  was  a  general  report  that  it  wu 
very  pernicious ;  and  they  could  not  tell  what  influence  such  a  Govemor-Genertl 
might  have.  Therefore  he  must  look  at  the  matter  as  one  of  expediency.  Now,  he 
knew  that  there  were  eiroumstances  connected  with  Lord  Ripon*s  position  tbit 
would  tend  in  some  measure  to  modify  the  effects  of  his  being  a  Roman  CathoHr, 
and  therefore  he  was  bound  to  look  at  this  question,  whether  the  interests  of  Chriiti- 
anity  and  of  missions  were  not  better  in  the  hands  of  a  man  like  Lord  Ripoa 
than  they  would  be  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  did  not  oare  for  religion  at  alU 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  CUNNINGHAM,  Edinburgh,  suggested  that  they  should  not  divide,  bat 
agree  on  a  resolution  going  the  length  that  had  been  expressed  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  COWAN,  Elgin,  said  that,  although  ho  preferred  Prineipal  Rainy't  motion, 
yet  he  and  many  others  had  far  more  sympathy  with  Dr.  Begg  than  Dr.  Begg  was 
aware  of.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  sound  Protestant  feeling  and  Protestant  teach- 
ing throughout  the  Church.  Dr.  Begg  adopted  too  much  of  a  pessimist  tene.  He 
was  too  apt  to  say,  like  Elijah,  "I  alone  am  left;"  whereas  there  were  still  "seven 
thousand  who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  te  Baal."  They  would  always  retein  their 
independence  of  judgment  in  considering  the  expediency  of  any  measure  Dr.  Begg 
might  propose,  but  the  whole  Church  was  at  one  with  him  in  spirit  on  the  subject 
of  Popery. 

Mr.  MACDONALD,  8.S.C.  (elder),  Edinburgh,  said  they  heard  no  word  of  a 
movement  of  this  kind  when  the  Tories  were  in,  though  Lord  Burj,  a  Qatholie^  wii 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  and  in  that  office  had  the  i^ministration  of  Her  Mi^csty'i 
Forces. 
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Dr.GBAIKOBB  STEWABT  proposed-— 

*'Thftt  the  Ctenenl  AsBembly  regrets  the  appointments  or  Lord  Bipon  as 
Govenor-General  of  India,  and  Lord  Kenmare  as  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  resolves 
to  represent  to  the  Goyemment  its  strong  disspproral  of  them.*' 

This  was  dniy  seconded. 

Loid  KINTOBE,  while  giving  no  opinion  of  his  own  on  the  subject,  suggested 
vbether  it  would  not  be  the  better  course  not  to  refer  to  any  particular  recently 
put  sppointmenta,  bnt  to  memorialise  Qovernment  on  the  general  question  of  the 
propriety  of  making  such  appointments  in  future. 

Dr.  ADAM  indicated  that  he  should  prefer  Dr.  Bainy's  motion  more  if  it 
proposed  in  some  waj  to  let  GoTcmment  know  their  Tiews. 

Dr.  BEGG  beliered  there  was  more  danger  to  the  Indian  Empire  from  the 
ij^oitment  of  a  Popish  Governor-General  than  from  all  the  events  which  had 
rccestly  oecnrred  there.     ("  Oh,  oh.") 

Priaeipal  BAINY  aaid  he  was  willing  to  substitute  this  clause  for  the  last  one 
la  kU  motion : — 

"The  Assembly  direct  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded,  with  a  proper 
U\Ut,  to  the  Prime  Minister." 

Os  a  division.  Dr.  Grainger  Stewart* s  motion  was  negatived.  On  a  vote  being 
ta^ea  between  Dr.  Begg*a  and  Dr.  Balny's,  68  voted  for  Dr.  Begg*s,  and  94  for  Dr. 
Bii&T'i.   The  Utter  waa  therefore  carried  by  26,  amid  applause. 

Th«  following  ia  the  text  of  the  resolution : — 

"ITWrefore,  the  General  Assembly,  considering  that  the  statesman  who  is  now 
PiiBe  Xai«ter  is  the  most  conspicuous  opponent  In  Europe  of  Vaticanism,  of  the 
teaponl  power  of  the  Pope,  and  of  concurrent  endowment,  regret  that  one  recent 
ipfontment  awakens  the  apprehension  that  the  Influence  of  a  high  office  may  be 
Ktde  nbservient  in  some  measure  to  Bomish  principles  and  objects,  and  less 
tiodlj  than  might  have  been  hoped  for  to  the  cause  of  Protestant  missions." 

From  this  jndgment  Dr.  Begg  dissented  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the  names  of 
aU  vko  may  adhere  to  him. 

0A1CKB09IAH  OBLZBRATIOlir. 

On  the  motioa  of  Dr.  BEGG,  the  following  overture  was  passed:— "That, 
vfaereu  it  ia  the  duty  of  this  Ghareh  to  manifest  earnest  thankfulness  to  God  for 
lil  His  goodneaa  and  mercy  manifeated  to  us  and  to  our  fathers ;  whereav,  the 
&oqokar  decUration,  given  forth  by  Btchard  Cameron  and  others,  on  the  22d  of 
Joae  1680,  waa  the  true  precursor  of  the  glorious  Bevolation  of  1688 ;  and  whereas. 
At  the  dtattnee  of  200  years,  and  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  now  placed, 
it  is  an  important  duty  to  remind  this  generation  of  the  lengthened  and  terrific 
eoaflict  ao  heroically  waged. by  our  fathers  for  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  testimony 
vbieh  they  held  for '  Christ's  crown  and  covenant,'  in  order  to  a  revived  interest  in 
ud  resoLate  grmap  of  those  foundation  principles  on  which  they  acted,  and  in 
coanection  with  which  God  waa  graciously  pleased  to  secure  our  civil  and  religions 
freedom.  The  General  Assembly  call  upon  all  the  ministers  and  people  of  this 
Cfaarch,  daring  the  month  of  June  or  July  next,  to  refresh  their  memories  and  seek 
to  have  their  hearts  more  affected  in  connection  with  the  history,  objects,  and 
fttolta  of  the  Covenanting  struggle,  so  as  to  lead,  by  the  Divine  blessing,  to  fervent 
r&titnde  to  God  for  past  deliverances,  and  to  the  faithtul  performance  of  preseut 
^atT."*  Dr.  Begg  stated  there  waa  to  be  a  religions  service  in  Grey  friars'  Church- 
JsnL 

COT  OF  OLABOOW  BANK. 

The  Aaaembly  called  for  the  report  of  the  committee  anent  the  City  of  Glasgow 
Bank  Fond,  hot  there  being  no  report,  the  committee  was  dismissed. 
The  Aaaembly  then  adjourned,  to  meet  next  morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MIT  26,  1880. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  General  Assembly  met  in  conference  on  the  state  of  religioB, 
ftnd  Mr.  J.  LtArd,  minister  at  Capari  having  been  ealled  to  the  chair,  the  meetiflg 
was  constitnted  with  prayer. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Andrew,  minister ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller,  elder; 
Mr.  Thomas  Bidn,  minister ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Lanrie,  minister ;  Mr.  William  Dickaoo, 
elder ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Ross,  minister ;  Mr.  Alexander  Miller,  minister ;  Mr.  Johnstone, 
elder;  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  minister;  Mr.  Innes,  minister;  and  Dr.  Adam, 
minister. 

The  sederant  was  closed  with  prayer. 

At  eleven  the  General  Assembly  did  again  convene,  and  waa  oonstitated  with 
devotional  exercises. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sedemnts  were  read  and  approved  ot 
'  Sheriff  COWAN,  Paisley,  wished  information  from  the  clerk  as  to  what  tke 
papers  were  in  Professor  Smith's  case.  The  reason  ho  put  this  question  was  that 
he,  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  had  placed  in  his  hands  eertain  papers  in  the 
ease.  Now,  these  contained  only  the  amended  libel,  and  the  answers  to  the 
amended  libel  by  Professor  Smith.  But  what  he  wanted  to  know  was,  if  tbe 
original  answer  to  the  libel,  which  was  placed  la  the  hands  of  memben  in  1878, 
was  still  in  the  case.  He  believed  It  was  still  a  paper  in  the  cause,  and  if  so,  k 
would  wish  that  members  of  the  Assembly  who  were  not  furnished  with  thai  paper 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  it. 

Dr.  WILSON  replied  that  the  papers  in  the  Smith  case  whloh  oame  before  the 
Assembly  were  those  which  passed  the  Committee  on  Bills,  and  were  contained  is 
the  little  volume  on  the  table,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  memben. 

THE  OBDEB  OT  THE  DISSSTABLISHMBNT  DEBATE. 

Professor  MACGREQOR  said  today  the  Assembly  had  to  deal  with  the Dis^ 
establishment  overtures.  There  were  several  resolutions,  and  he  would  like  to  know 
in  what  order  they  were  to  be  taken  up.  He  onderatood  there  was  a  real  claim  of 
priority  for  the  eonvener  of  committee,  who  was  to  move  a  motion.  He  did  not 
admit  that  any  other  motion  had  a  claim  of  priority  in  the  discussion  merely  on 
aeconnt  of  priority  of  intimation.  As  to  his  own  (the  speaker's)  motion,  he  did  not 
regard  it  as  an  amendment  to  Dr.  Rainy's  motion. 

Principal  RAINY — You  can  move  it  as  a  rider  to  my  resolution,  and  the  ques- 
tion will  then  be  whether  it  shall  be  added  as  a  rider. 

Professor  MACGREGOR-^Then  1  will  come  after  the  seconder  of  Dr.  Rainj's 
motion. 

Principal  RAINY — It  dependa  upon  whether  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff*8  motion 
oomes  firsts 

Dr.  BEGG  did  not  think  that  Dr.  M'Gregor  waa  entitied  to  tack  on  his  motion 
to  the  end  of  Dr.  Rainy's.  This  might  be  proposed  afterwards,  but  he  hoped  this 
would  be  resisted,  as  he  did  not  think  that  the  motion  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  the 
way  of  a  rider  to  Dr.  Rainy's.  It  might  be  disponed  of,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
disposed  of,  as  a  separate  motion,  eoniaining  a  substantive  proposition  in  itself. 

Dr.  WILSON  thought  Professor  M'Gregor  had  been  hnnying  them  rather  before 
the  point,  because  the  matter  had  not  been  ealled  in  reference  to  which  all  this 
conversaiion  had  been  taking  place.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Principal  RAINY  said  that  as  a  matter  of  convenienee,  generally  the  rule  was 
that  motions  should  follow  in  the  order  in  which  they  had  been  given  notice  of» 
and  if  Dr.  M'Gregor  thought  it  right  for  him  to  giVe  way  to  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff, 
it  would  be  very  agreeable  if  Sir  Heniy  ahould  move  immediately  afteif  his  (the 
speaker's)  motion  had  been  seconded,  and  then  he  supposed  Dr»  M'Gregor  wonld 
move  his  rider,  which  would  make  a  third  motion,  and  tiien  the  debikte  eoald  go  oo. 
(Cries  of  "Agreed.' 


n 


THE  TBASSVEBEVOB  OV  STUDBNTB. 


Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  gave  notice  that  he  would  move,  when  iha  report  of  the 
College  Committee  waa  taken  up,  «  That  the  General  Assembly  consldar  that  it  is 
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deiinbletliat  fttndenU  ahoald,  is  fur  u  possible^  be  under  the  aoperriaion  of  the 
one  PraibjrteTy  during  tbeir  whole  theological  conrse,  and  that  they  ahoold  not 
pttSB  from  cne  IVeaby tery  to  another  withont  a  regalar  tranaference,  aa  in  the  caae 
of  8tad«fttft  mdeigoing  triala  for  licence,  and  the  Aaaembly  enact  aecordiDgly." 

DIBEBTABLISBMBHT. 

Tb»  Ajasembly  then  called  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Relation  of 
Chiidi  and  Sute  in  SooUand.    (Appendix  XXXYI.) 

Dc  WILSON  intimated  that  there  were  four  overturea — from  the  Synod  of 
Perth  and  Stirling,  and  the  Preabyteriea  of  Dumbarton,  BUon,  and  Linlithgow. 

The  onrerinre  from  Stirling  waa  aa  foUowa : — "  Whereaa  the  relatione  of  Chnreh 

and  Stale  in  Scotland  haye  long  been  of  a  nature  the  rererae  of  aatiafactory ;  and 

vhcrcaSy  during  recent  yeara,  an  Act  of  legialaUon  waa  paaaed,  entitled  '  An  Act  for 

the  AboliiioD  of  Patronage  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,'  but  inroWing  alao  the  inte- 

Ttiu  of  the  noa-Eatabliahed  Preabyterian  Churchea  of  the  land,  while  theae  latter 

vcre  never  eonaalted  on  the  aubject ;  and,  whereaa,  a  new  Parliament  haa  now  been 

elected,  and  a  new  Goremment  ia  about  to  tal^e  office,  both  auch  aa  warrant  the 

atnagcat  Iftopee  of  the  Tarioua  mattera  of  iojuatice  arising  out  of  the  foresaid  circum- 

itaacca  hvkag  rectified ;  it  ia  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free  Church  Synod  of  Perth 

aad  StiiUng  to  the  Teneiable  the  General  Aaaembly,  appointed  to  convene  at  Edin- 

Vui^gV  an  the  20th  day  of  May  nezt»  that  they  take  the  premiaea  into  their  con- 

uderaftka,  and  do  in  the  dreumatancea  aa  to  their  wiadom  aliall  aeem  fit." 

Pkiacipai  BAINY  aaid — In  aubmitting  the  report  of  thia  committee,  I  think  it ' 
win  be  kr  the  conyenience  of  the  Houae  if  at  the  aame  time  I  ahould  move  the 
BotMMi  vliidi  atanda  in  the  paper  in  my  name,  in  order  that  the  diacuaaion  may  get 
to  ita  proper  bearlnga  aa  rapidly  aa  poaaible.  (Applauae.)  I  wiah,  in  the  firat 
piace,  to  i«fer  to  tlie  poaitioa  taken  op  by  ancceaaive  former  Aaaembliea  in  thia 
matter.  Tlaia  poaiUon  liaa  been  that  thia  Church,  by  aucceaaive  Aaaembliea,  haa 
indtcalfid  ita  mind  that  the  termination  of  the  connection  now  eziating  between 
Church  aad  State  in  Scotland  ia  a  right  and  deairable  thing,  which  the  Government 
of  thia  eonntry  ahould  bring  to  paaa,  and  that  thia  ia  the  neceaaary  atep  to  any 
fintlier  beneficial  arrangementa  which  may  be  poaaible  in  connection  with  our 
eonntry.  (Applauae.)  Now,  I  would  remind  the  Aaaembly  that  there  were  varioua 
groanda  on  which  we  have  eome  to  thia  conclaaion,  and  have  been  accuatomed  to 
laaart  it ;  and  I  will  name  theae.  In  the  firat  place,  it  aeema  to  be  due  to  our  own 
piiiiciplee  which  we  aaaerted  in  the  Biaruption,  and  which  it  concema  na  to  main- 
tain In  honour  and  In  their  place  in  thia  community  of  Scotland,  with  whoae  condi- 
tion aad  hatereata  they  have  ao  close  a  connection.  (Applauae.)  At  the  time  of 
the  Diampiion  it  waa  a  natural  thing  to  feel,  after  the  conflicta  that  had  gone  before, 
taat  thia  waa  not  a  matter  about  which  it  waa  neceaaary  or  deairable  for  the  Free 
Chnrdi  to  concern  itaelf,  or  take  any  reaponaibility.  By  power,  by  the  authority  of 
the  Stnte,  the  party  repreaented  by  the  Free  Church — the  Church  of  Scotland  aa  it  had 
been  adminiatered  up  to  that  Ume-^waa  defeated ;  but  then  that  defeat  waa  com- 
pletely obliterated  and  ezpnnged  for  the  time  by  the  moral  victory,  the  moral 
triimph  inTolved  in  the  very  creation  and  eziatcnce  of  the  Free  Church.  (Ap- 
plauae.) It  waa  felt  that  nothing  could  be  more  impreaaive  aa  a  teatimony  for 
tmih  than  juat  that  thing,  and  it  waa  felt  that  it  waa  well  that  no  queation  ahould 
be  raiaed — ^indeed  it  waa  unanimoualy  felt  that  no  queation  could  be  raised  on  that 
aabjeet.  Koderator,  it  ia  not  quite  the  aame  thing  now,  after  a  courae  of  yeara  haa 
pancd  away,  and  when  the  alow  and  gradual  opemtion  of  the  permanent  conditiona 
of  the  dtaation  begin  to  make  thia  more  felt.  It  now  cornea  to  be  pretty  manifeat 
tliai  the  continual  embodiment  of  teatimony  and  exertion  of  influence  on  behalf  of 
the  wrong  princtplea  and  the  wrong  cauae  by  the  State,  ia  a  matter  which,  in 
a  eoontjy  idee  thia,  we  cannot  afford  to  treat  aa  nothing.  We  cannot,  in  juattce  to 
onnelTea  and  onr  own  prineiplet,  treat  that  aa  of  no  weight  and  no  value.  (Ap- 
plauae.) It  ia  not  a  thing  which,  according  to  our  apedal  principlea,  we  can  treat 
aa  a  matter  of  no  importanee,  that  the  energy  of  the  State  should  be  employed  in 
embodying  that  teatimony,  and  exerting  an  influence  in  behalf  of  the  wrong  prin- 
ciplea aad  the  wrong  cauae.  (Applauae.)  I  do  not  think  we  have  ever  been  dia- 
to  overtste  the  force  of  tl»t  reaaon — indeed,  I  think  we  have  all  been  aome- 
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what  Blow  lo  open  our  eyes  to  it,  and  an  willing  to  trouble  ouraeWes  on  thi  saljeet 
But  experience  haa  made  us  feel  that  in  this  matter  we  might  be  guilty  of  a  failare 
of  dutx,  and  haa  atimulated  our  appreheneiona  of  the  case,  and  thai  haa  espccl&llj 
been  the  caae  in  connection  with  those  QoTernment  operatlona  and  manoeuTres,  with 
a  view  to  determine  the  future  of  the  ecclesiastical  condition  of  Scotland  and  to 
confirm  the  Establiahed  Church — thoae  operations  of  which  we  have  had  recent 
and  pretty  prolonged  experience.  (Applause.)  I  characterise  theae  operations  ti 
insidioua  and  unscrupulous.  (Applause.)  I  do  not  choose  for  my  part,  and  I 
think  thi8*Church  will  do  well  to  say  that  it  does  not  choose  to  have  the  Qorem. 
ment  of  this  country  employing  itself  in  studying  our  principles  with  a  Tiew  to  pro- 
duce plausible  imitations  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  disintegrating  this  Chorch. 
(Applause.)  We  aay  that  we  do  not  choose  to  have  that.  We  do  not  think  that  h 
what  the  Government  of  this  country  is  for.  (Applause.)  We  do  not  choose, 
further,  to  have  that  continued  and  repeated.  In  the  present  circumstances,  we 
may  be  relieved  from  any  immediate  trouble  on  that  score — (applause) — but  we 
have  the  future  before  us,  and  we  are  entitled  to  say  that  we  do  not  choose,  for  our 
part,  to  have  the  politics  of  this  country  swayed  from  time  to  time  by  the  question 
of  trying  to  get  in  Governments  that  may  lay  new  plots  of  the  same  kind  witii 
reference  to  ecclesiastical  matters.  (Applause.)  We  mean  to  get  rid  of  all  thst^ 
and  we  mean  to  get  rid  of  it,  because  we  want  as  a  Church  to  have  aa  little  to  do 
with  politics  as  we  can.  We  do  not  want  to  be  involved  in  political  questions,  and 
if  this  one  were  out  of  the  way  we,  as  a  Church,  would  have  much  less  of  a  political 
colour  than  we  have,  and  the  Church  now  established  would  also  be  set  free  from 
many  political  temptations.    That  is  the  result  we  desire. 

I  happen  lo  belong  to  one  political  party.  I  have  no  wish  to  have  ChoRh 
inattcra  mixed  up  with  political  partisanship,  and  the  only  way  we  can  get  rid  of  it 
is  to  say  deliberately,  by  any  measures  necessary,  that  we  are  going  to  sweep  swi; 
the  temptations  to  this  and  the  foundation  of  it.  (Applause.)  I  hold  thai  it 
concerna  the  highest  interests  of  our  position  and  work,  and  therefore  it  should  be 
anderstood  that  we  are  in  earnest  on  this,  and  that  we  ought  to  be  in  earnest  about 
it  I  go  on  to  say  that  unjust  consequences  arising  from  the  perpetuation  of  i 
clear  wrong  have  many  exemplifications.  But  I  would  like  to  refer  specially  to  one 
thing,  and  that  is  to  the  kind  of  pressure  and  tension  that  is  kept  up  in  this  countir 
in  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Establishment  and  the  discouragement  of 
other  Churches,  all  connected  with  the  fact  of  this  exceptional  poaition  of  the 
Established  Church,  a  connection  unreasonable,  difficult  to  maintain,  and  therefore 
requiring  to  be  maintained  by  means  of  that  kind.  Kow,  I  just  wish  to  say  about 
that,  that  those  of  us  who  live  in  town  may  know  very  little  oomparatiwely  of  thii 
state  of  things,  but  many  of  those  who  live  in  the  country — (applause) — have  a  reiy 
wivid  apprehension  of  them.  I  do  not  refer  to  acta  of  tyranny  of  a  very  conspicnosi 
and  outstanding  kind,  and  I  do  not  refer,  I  mean  to  add,  to  the  acta  of  men  who 
wish  to  be  tyrannical,  who  think  of  being  tyrannical,  or  who  think  they  are  exerting 
perhapa  more  than  what  they  consider  legitimate  influence  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  But,  Moderator,  I  just  wish  to  say  this,  that  in  connection  with  the  occopt- 
tion  of  the  land  of  this  country  there  is  a  temptation,  however,  operating  to  apply 
pressure  to  the  mind  of  those  who  live  on  the  land  through  their  temporal  intereiUi. 
<  Applause.)  And  it  is  indescribable  the  way  in  which,  in  many  places^  a  system  ii 
built  up  in  virtue  of  which  pressure  is  applied,  steadily  and  constantly,  of  a  kind 
which  it  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  country,  concerns  the  honour  of  the  citisens  of 
the  country,  that  the  citizens  should  repress  and  bring  to  an  end.  I  confess  tbst 
aometimes  when  I  have  been  in  some  districts  of  this  country,  my  blood  has  been 
fairly  made  to  boil — (applause) — going  about  among  the  people  and  finding  a  sort 
of  cautiousness,  a  sort  of  circumspection,  a  sort  of  thinking  all  round,  the  conse- 
quence of  what  this  person  would  think  of  it,  and  that  peison,  and  all  the  hierarchy. 
Things  of  this  sort  are  going  on,  this  caution  and  circumapection  when  a  msn 
should  speak  out  his  mind  and  give  moral  effect  to  it^  (Applause.)  I  have  no  wisb 
myself  to  take  any  line  or  expreaa  any  feeling  in  connection  with  this  matter  in- 
oonsistent  with  respect  for  those  who,  many  of  them,  I  believe,  desire  to  do  their 
duty  on  the  land  they  possess.  But  I  have  the  strongest  feeling  on  this  subject; 
and  while  I  say  this  exists  not  merely  on  Church  matters,  I  do  regard  Cbarcb 
mattea.as  a  principal  existence  of  the  temptation  and  of  the  wrong  to  which  I  refer; 
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tnii  I  will  do  whAt  I  ean  to  aDnihilate  the  motiTes  that  brings  this  power  to  bear 
tpvciScallj  on  Christian  eoneciences.     (Applanse.) 

Nov,  I  do  not  mean  to  dwell  either  on  the  character  of  antagonism  which  this 

iUte  of  things  brings  to  bear  in  connection  with  Ciiristian  work,  bat  I  regard  it  as 

1  Teij  great  oTil.    Moderator,  soma  measure  uf  competition  between  Churches,  as 

I(fOg  »M  Cborches  are  unliappily  kept  apart,  is  natural,  and  is  perhaps  not  nnhealthv, 

'  'It  among  Chorchea  that  are  disestablished,  and  on  the  aame  level,  it  goes  on  with 

>  tTj  little  of  what  could  be  excepted  against,  and  is  a  large  meaaure  of  friendly 

<roateatinent  and  satisfaction  in  one  another's  success.     (Applause.)     But  in  regard 

u»  this  partienlar  relation  of  things,  I  ask  whether  it  is  a  good  state  of  things  when 

TOQ  eannot  get  through  the  business  of  home  missions,  for  instance,  home  mission 

rtpofta  with  reference  to  the  going  forth  to  seek  and  save  those  who  are  ready  to 

P<riab,  and  bringing  into  Christian  ordinances  thoae  who  are  in  danger  of  forsaking 

t^tm,  withoot  allusion  to  the  question  of  swallowing  the  Dissenter,  and  all  that 

isjle  of  thing,  with  which  we  are  familiar.    (Applause.)    I  say  that  it  brings  into 

tkis  work  an  eagerness  of  political  conflict,  legitimate  eagerness  in  its  own  place* 

bat  not  legitimate,  and  not  desirable,  on  this  field.     (Applause.)    Neither  will  I 

dnil  on  the  hopelessness,  as  long  as  this  state  of  things  continues,  of  any  arrange- 

Bcniof  leanlon  of  Preabyteriaos  in  Scotland  into  one  great  national  Church,  but 

I  may  have  occasion  to  aay  a  word  or  two  about  that  presently.    I  only  wish  farther 

in  this  general  line  to  aay  this,  that  it  is  a  strong  conriction  in  many  of  our  minds, 

though  it  ia  not  a  subject  for  many  reasons  one  would  wish  to  say  much  on,  but  it 

is  atinag  eonvietion  in  many  of  our  minds  that,  with  reference  to  the  Established 

Caarch  h«lfy  those  elements  and  features  in  it  aa  a  Church  which  we  most  valae, 

which  we  sre  most  disposed  to  regard  with  honour  and  satisfaction,  would  not  only 

safer  as  loss,  but  would  receire  a  decided  stimulus  and  authority  as  the  result  of 

the  tensination  of  the  connection  between  Church  and  State  as  it  now  exists;  and, 

J  tkere  are  in  that  Church  any  elements  or  features  which  we  regard  with  less 

eoBfidenee,  these  would  be  discouraged  by  the  same  process.    (Applause.) 

Bot  now  I  wish  to  say  sometMng  with  reference  to  the  position  in  which  we 
Sad  the  qnestion  to-day  when  we  meet  in  General  Assembly.  And  with  refer- 
ence to  thai  we  are  all  familiar  with  the  course  of  things  that  have  taken  place  in 
eoaaedion  with  the  recent  manifestation  of  the  public  mind  on  all  questions  of 
lapoiianee  through  which  we  hare  recently  been  passing.  (Applause.)  I  bare 
ilready  said  I  do  not  wish  to  InTolye  my  Church  or  myself  as  a  Free  Churchman  in 
pottiics  more  than  I  can  help,  but  of  course  this  is  a  question  which,  by  the  Tery 
aatare  of  it»  and  by  the  Tory  existence  of  it,  has  relations  of  that  kind.  Now,  in 
this  natter  with  reference  to  manifestations  of  mind  on  this  subject,  I  feel  we  are 
^atly  under  obligationa  to  our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  way.  (Applause 
aod  laughter.)  We  might  haya  been  puzzling  ourselves  as  to  how  we  could  contrive 
ta  give  colour  to  the  situation  which  it  was  right  and  desirable  should  be  imparted 
to  it  in  the  way  of  bringing  out  faets,  but  our  friends  over  the  way,  or  some  of 
them,  contrived  to  do  our  work  for  ns  by  raising  the  qnestion  in  such  a  way  that  if 
we  had  planned  the  whole  situation  we  could  not  have  desired  a  better  thing. 
1  Applaose  and  laughter.)  And  if  there  are  any  Ahithophels  among  those  who  hsvo 
the  management  of  things  in  that  department,  I  hope  they  are  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  Ui^r  own  work— (applause)^and  not  take  s»y  desperate  course  in  conse. 
qaeoee.  I  wish  alao  to  say  this,  that  what  has  come  to  light  is  very  important  as 
regards  the  hold  that  this  question  haa  on  the  public  mind,  and  1  would  say,  not 
mtTt\j  the  bold  it  has  on  the  public  mind,  not  merely  the  evidence  of  enthusiasm 
sad  determination  on  the  part  of  those  who  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  question, 
tad  the  manifest  oondosion  reached  by  public  men,  and  that  muat  be  thoroughly 
rseognised  and  acknowledged ;  bot  what  I  would  describe  as  the  set  of  the  public 
miad  on  the  qnestion,  which  ia  a  far  more  extensive  thing,  which  set  of  the  public 
niad  I  would  describe  by  saying  that  there  is  the  growing  conviction  in  it  that  this 
q<iestion  mnat  soon  be  got  out  of  the  way.  And  there  is  only  one  solution  possible 
by  which  it  can  he  got  out  of  the  way.  (Loud  applanse.)  These  are  the  olrcam- 
Raaees  in  which  we  are  now  meeting,  and  in  thia  connection  I  wish  also  to  draw 
sttention  to  the  fact  referred  to  in  the  report  that  not  in  any  connection  with  these 
recent  piroeeedings,  but  by  a  gradual  process,  there  have  been  passing  out  of  sight 
Uiese  projects  for  some  other  solution  of  ther  question  with  which  we  were  familiar 
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some  time  ago.  It  wm  quite  natanl  that  thoae  who  wiahed  to  maintaia  an  Eetab- 
liehment  pretty  much  as  it  stands,  and  who  yet  have  a  feeling  as  to  the  maintainiof 
it  as  a  political  instltntion,  should  h&ye  brought  forward  proposals,  or  altematiTes» 
which,  they  thought,  might  have  the  effect  of  doing  so,  perhaps  at  the  cost  of  the 
Free  Chureh  and  other  Ohurches.  The  nature  of  those  proposals,  the  anm  and 
effeei  of  them,  ]ut  eame  to  this,  that  it  was  an  effort  one  way  or  another  to  spunge 
out  the  Dismption.    (Applause.) 

Now,  it  is  perhaps  just  as  well  that  men  are  eoming  to  find  out  that  the  Disrup- 
tion was  not  one  of  those  erents  which  it  was  possible  afterwards  to  spnnge  mit    It 
was  neither  so  small  nor  so  shallow  as  to  have  that  character.    (Applause.)     The 
proposal  was  that  that  erent,  with  all  it  involves,  and  all  it  points  to,  should  end  in 
a  silent  disappearanoe,  or  that  it  should  end  in  this  way  by  men  who  do  not  belicTe 
our  principles,  making  believe  to  aeeept  them  to  gain  a  political  object,  and  that 
we  are  to  be  parties  to  that  result    (Applause.)    And  in  this  way  the  great  drama 
of  the  Disruption  was  to  be  wound  up  under  Ood's  providence  witii  a  farce.     (Load 
laughter.)     Now,  with  regard  to  this  matter,  I  say  that  I  do  not  question  the 
motives  of  those  who  took  part  in  it     In  regard  to  many  of  them  thdr  motives 
were  good,  or  they  persuaded  themselves  that  their  motives  were  good.     Bat  I 
regard  this  whole  attempt  as  nothing  but  a  conspiracy  to  bereave  that  great  event, 
under  God's  providence,  of  its  natural  results  and  fruit;  but  such  eonspiracles  fail, 
and  this  one  has  failed,  and  now  we  are  face  to  face  with  the  existing  position  which 
staods  before  us  unrelieved.    There  is  really  no  other  solution  proposed.    Ton  have 
the  case  before  you  as  it  really  is.    Is  it  a  just,  is  it  a  right  position  of  things,  fint 
of  all,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Free  Ghunh ;  secondly,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  any  rational  statesman,  that  one  of  the  denominations  in  Scotland  should  be 
exalted  to  the  position  of  an  Established  Chureh  f    (Applause.)    Now,  that  position 
stands  before  ns,  I  say,  naked  and  unrelieved,  and  that  being  the  ease,  I  should 
like  to  make  one  remark  with  reference  to  the  motion  of  my  friend.  Sir  Henry  Hon- 
creiff,  that  we  do  not  see  our  way,  in  present  oireumstaaees,  to  petition  Parliament 
on  the  subject,  or  to  take  any  action  regarding  Disestablishment    Well,  Moderator, 
I  am  quite  sure  Sir  Henry  will  allow  me  to  say  this  without  any  disrespect  to  him 
— I  mean  to  say  this,  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  motions — there  is  a  motion  that 
is  a  good  motion  to  carry,  and  a  motion  that  is  a  good  motion  to  be  beaten  upon. 
Kow,  this  may  or  may  not  be  a  good  motion  to  be  beaten  upon,  but  I  ask  you  if 
it  is  a  possible  motion  for  this  Chureh  to  accept,  and  to  utter  as  ittf  deliverance  upon 
this  occasion  1    The  Establishment  proclaims  its  solution,  which  is  to  hold  on  by 
Bstablishment  and  strengthen  it  in  every  possible  way.    The  United  Presbyterian 
Chureh  has  its  utterances  on  the  situation.    Are  we  to  be  in  the  position  of  declar- 
ing and  testifying  to  mankind  that  in  this  situation  we  have  nothing  to  say,  that  ^^ 
present  circumstances,  we  see  our  way  to  say  precisely  nothing  1    (Loud  ^plaose.) 
That  is  not  what  the  report  proposes.    It  proposes  that,  following  tip  the  previous 
dellTeranoes  of  previous  Oeneral  Assemblies,  we  ought  to  resolve  still   mors 
emphatically  than  heretofore  to  challenge  attention  to  the  subject,  and  to  take 
steps  towards  the  settlement  of  this  question.    Kow,  in  saying  this,  I  am  saying 
notiiing  about  the  present  Parliament    I  am  not  forecasting  the  precise  time, 
more  or  less  near^  or  more  or  less  remote,  when  this  question  must  be  brought  to  a 
crisis  and  settlement.    I  have  never  been  disposed  to  be  very  preclsMy  sure  before- 
hand upon  these  matters.    We  have  indeed  said,  that  to  do  our  question  justice  we 
must  bring  it  before  Parliament  as  well  as  before  the  country ;  but  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  put  this  question  prematurely  into  the  hands  of  members  of  Pariiament, 
because  I  think  it  is  a  question  on  which  we  must  lead  the  members  of  Parlisment, 
and  on  which  they  are  not  to  lead  us.    They  have  many  motives  for  being  slow, 
which  we  must  not  allow  to  hamper  the  progress  of  the  question ;  but  what  I  do 
say  is  this,  that  when  it  is  plain  that  there  are  new  revelations  of  the  conditions  of 
the  question,  the  place  it  has  in  the  public  mind,  the  opportunities  for  urging  it  on, 
and  of  moving  it  towards  disposaly  when  men's  minds  are  moving  on  the  su^ect,  it 
is  our  duty  to  take  care  to  ripen  the  question,  and  prepare  the  future  of  it,  and,  if 
we  do  not  do  so,  we  do  injustice  to  the  cause.    The  opportunity  may  for  the  present 
pass  away,  and  a  period  of  paralysis  or  of  confusion  may  occur,  in  which  those  who 
thought  themselves  wise  in  postponing  and  delaying  will  find  that  they  themselvei 
are  the  ohief  sufferers  thereby.    (Applause.) 
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nere  an  mtair  iliingB  mboai  ilda  qiiMU<»i  that  are  not  welcome  or  agreeable. 
It  haa  baca  my  own  deaiiay  to  be  introduced  into  yarioos  things  which  oertainlj, 
aeeotdliig  to  aiy  ovn  nauiral  tendency,  have  been  enrpriaing  to  me  to  be  prominent 
in,  bttt  among  them,  according  to  mj  taaiea  and  desires,  to  be  prominent  in  thia 
qaeatioii  in  jaat  one  of  the  laat  thinga  that  I  planned  for  myself,  or  ever  I  woald 
have  desired.  It  ia  a  thing  which  I  dislike,  hot  T  am  in  it  by  the  clear  force  of 
eonscianoe  and  of  dnty  to  the  prindplea  of  my  own  Church,  and  to  the  general  welfue 
of  thIa  dear  SooUand.  (Lend  applause.)  We  propose  that  there  should  be  a  simple 
lad  dear  alatament  to  the  people  and  to  Parliament  of  what  we  want  What  we 
want  ia  a  tecBdnation  of  the  pieaent  connection  between  Church  and  State  in  Scot- 
Undy  not  wiaing  it  up  with  eonfoslng  questions,  confusing  ideas,  about  other  things 
which  an  marely  broaght  in  to  perplex  and  bewilder  men — about  the  Proteatant 
saceiraaionj  which  Aobody  wanta  to  interfere  with  bat  to  maintain,  and  about  the 
Czicwlly  relation  of  the  Skate  to  religion,  which  I  hope  will  be  much  more  really 
fnoMj  allar  Biaestablishment  than  it  was  before — (applause)— but  the  plain  story 
«f  what  wa  want  ia  the  termination  of  the  existing  connection  of  Church  and  State, 
■uamnanloil,  aa  it  should  be  acoompsnied,  with  some  general  indication  about  the 
faada  tkat  amy  be  set  free.  To  that  then  ia  an  alloaion  in  mj  motion.  I  don't 
think  it  wmild  be  nasonable  or  right  for  anybody  to  come  forward  J  ost  now  with  a 
eat-and-diy  or  definite  plan,  and  it  ia  Tciy  possible  that  when  things  come  to  a 
re^ania^  ii  may  tun  oat  that  the  general  idea  pf  public  oljeets  common  to  the 
whaU  commoni^,  that  that  idea  may  requin  to  ban  a  special  application  in  some 
f***«VTL  or  in  aome  diatricta  that  an  specially  situated.  A  statesman  coming  to 
deil  witk  Ibat  anlueet  may  be  able  to  oiake  many  wise  and  beneficent  adjustments 
whi^  it  is  none  of  our  businen  to  discuss  just  now,  but  ss  to  objects  common  to 
the  whein  Ungdom  aa  a  whole^  we  an  pnTidentially  sopplied  with  this  matter  of 
ffsntian  m  matter  of  recent  and  pressing  interest,  a  matter  in  connection  with  which 
ve  know  tkat  the  minda  of  our  people-an  open  to  be  interested  about,  and  what  the 
■atien  aaja  is^  that  sneh  an  object  aa  an  ImpnTcd  and  completed  system  6f  ednca* 
taoa  siigki  be  suitably  arranged  as  a  principal  specimen  of  the  kind  of  destination 
:o  wliich  we  think  the  lands  mt  free  might  wisely  be  dcToted.  But  Dr.  MacGregor 
has  giToa  notioa  of  a  motion  for  a  Parliamentary  or  Boyal  Committee.  Now,  I 
shall  aoi  aAtkdpate  the  debate  apon  that  snbjeot,  but  I  wish  to  say  I  doubt  very 
Back  wheUier  we  ahonld  ask  for  anything  of  this  kind  so  specific  as  that,  especially 
at  tkia  alage.  I  don't  know  how  that  may  work.  I  don't  know  how  it  may  con- 
tawmJbij  delay  the  pregrem  of  the  question.  I  don't  know  how  far  it  may  haye  the 
cfeet  of  isilrodnoing  a  qaesUon  into  Parliament  for  which  Parliament  itself  is  not 
npe.  I  wonld  nther  lay  upon  Parliament  the  responsibility,  by  saying  to  them — 
"  Undentand  that  thia  ia  what  we  elaim,  and  this  is  what  we  think  the  public  mind 
oaghi  to  move  for  in  thia  nUtion,"  and  I  would  nther  lay  then,  as  iar  as  thia 
•ctieii  ia  eeneeraed,  the  mon  detailed  responsibility  upon  themselTes. 

Hev,  with  reference  to  the  general  condition  of  this  question,  in  ngard  to  which 

my  meitoa  aaya,  **  that  the  time  hsa  come  at  which  the  justice  and  necessity  of  these 

stepa  ought  to  be  reeelntely  pnssed  upon  the  Scottish  community,  and  ooght  to  be 

firmly  maintained  and  asserted  by  the  office-beann  and  members  of  this  Church," 

I  hare  qnite  present  to  my  mind,  and  I  acknowledge  that  many  steps  that  may  be 

taken  in  tkia  matter  an  steps  that  will  be  better  tsken  outside  the  organisation  of 

tke  Chnieh,  and  the  direct  action  of  the  Chnnh  courts  as  snch,  and  congngationa 

aa  sodi,  better  be  taken  outside  by  other  organisations  than  thnugh  the  Church 

wganintioaa.    I  should  desin  to  haTO  the  Church  kept  free  of  ^ese  things  for 

higkor  tilings  and  olgecta,  aa  much  aa  possible ;  but  I  don't  belieye  in  pretending  in 

a  kind  of  gingerly  way  not  to  haye  at  heart  great  public  objects  which  we  really 

haya  at  hearty  and  which  we  think  it  concerns  the  interests  ot  the  country  to  have 

promoted.    I  think  if  we  belieye  in  the  yiews  we  haye  professed,  we  will  have  to 

eneouage  the  formation  of  definite  oonyictiontf  and  the  expression  of  them  as  a 

snitable  opportunity  occurs.    We  have  to  encourage  that  among  our  people  on  all 

ocfaaiens^  and  hen,  of  course,  it  is  ministers  and  elden  that  primarily  may  be 

espeeied  intelligently  to  appnhend,  and  so  far  intelligently  and  vigilantly  to  pro« 

mote  objeeta  we  desire.    Kow,  I  wish  to  be  clear  as  to  what  I  undentand,  what  I 

desin  on  this  aubjeet^    I  don't  desin  that  thia  should  be  always,  I  don't  desire  that 

tkia  iheald  be  often;  I  ahonld  nUier  desin  that  this  should  be  a  very  exceptional 
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thing,  if  ki  all ;  I  don't  desire  that  it  should  be  prominent  political  appeanneea  on 
the  part  of  ministers — (hear,  hear)— or  bj  their  taking  part  in  stormy  and  excited 
meetings  where  they  have  not  a  plain  and  maniFest  call  to  go.  Sometimes  tfaeve 
are  reasons  higher  and  of  a  more  controlling  kind  for  such  things  being  dooe*  bat 
still  I  hare  no  desire  to  see  oar  ministers  generally  embarking  in  that  sort  of  thing. 
Bdt  there  are  varions  ways  which  considerate  men  know  how  to  take  when  they 
have  onee  charged  their  minds  and  hearts  with  the  care  of  a  subject,  and  feel  tbey 
have  obligations  connected  with  it.  There  are  Tarious  ways  considerate  men  know 
bow  to  take  to  give  effect  to  their  conyictions,  and  to  animate  and  guide  other 
minds.  And  what  I  desire,  and  what  the  committee  deslrci  is  that  elders  and 
ministers  should  lay  that  to  heart.  Allow  me,  Moderator,  to  say  a  word  or  tvo  as 
to  the  spirit  in  whieh  this  shonld  be  done.  And  especially  here  I  would  say  a  word 
as  to  the  spirit  in  which  it  should  be  done  with  refefenee  to  the  members  and  offiee- 
bearers  of  the  Ghnrch,  the  connection  of  which  with  the  State  should  be  terminated, 
as  we  think.  Now,  I  don't  say  anything  about  this  from  any  special  desire  to  pro- 
pitiate them,  but  simply  for  our  own  sake.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  done,  not  in  a 
spirit  of  ang^r,  or  of  contempt,  or  hatred,  in  any  spirit  that  would  lead  us  to  asBmnlt 
another  Church  in  contemptuous  terms,  or  to  show  a  delight  in  pointing  ont  what 
we  consider  perhaps  to  be  its  faults  and  its  failings ;  that  it  should  rather  be  as  arming 
the  plain  principles  on  which  we  constantly  rely ;  and  that  if  at  any  time  it  is  right  we 
should  refer  to  matters  of  fact  in  connection  with  the  Established  Chnrcb,  whieb, 
we  think,  come  fairly  under  it  as  part  of  the  argument,  that  still  that  coorse  ahonld 
be  done  with  eonsiderate  regard  to  what  is  dpe  to  them,  and  what  is  dno  to  eniMlwee. 
There  need  be  no  hesitancy  in  the  firmness  and  deciaion  of  onr  attitude  on  this 
account. 

Moderator,  I  hare  thought  it  right  for  me  to  speak  a  good  deal  on  this  aubjeet ; 
and,  perhaps,  I  am  not  sufficiently  awake  to  the  feelings  that  may  hare  affected 
my  utterances ;  but  I  have  the  impression,  at -all  erents,  it  has  been  consistent  with 
my  purpose  always  to  speak  on  this  subject  precisely  as  I  might  speak  to  n  meet* 
ing  of  Established  Ohurchmen,  explaining  my  yiews  to  them,  or  might  apeak 
in  priyate  to  an  individual  member  of  the  Established  Church.    (Applause.)     And 
in  trutbi  Moderator,  I  belieye  this  is  of  great  importance.    A  great  part  of  what 
we  have  to  do  is  to  make  reason  and  justice  tell  on  the  minds  of  Established 
Chnrobmen  themselves.     (Hear,  hear.)    Therefore  very  many  of  them — ^not  all,  bo( 
very  many  of  them — are  very  unwilling  to  listen  on  this  subjecL    It  is  most  natural 
it  shonld  be.    They  are  attached  to  their  own  Church,  they  are  apt  to  regard  this 
as  a  hostile  movement;  they  are  afraid  it  will  do  harm  to  some  interest  they  value ; 
they  are  apt  to  resist,  perhaps  to  be  angry ;  but.  Moderator,  in  this  country,  no 
man,  and  no  class  of  men,  can  shut  their  ears  against  reason  and  Justice  eonatanUy 
pressed  upon  them  in  the  intercourse  of  common  and  public  life.      (Applause.) 
Questions  gain  ground  in  that  way,  and  it  is  in  that  way  this  question  will  gain 
ground,  if  we  don*t  give  them  too  good  an  excuse  for  shutting  their  ears  against  ns 
by  taking  a  tone  on  this  question,  or  any  question,  we  oaght  not  to  take.    I  don'c 
think  we  are  in  danger  of  taking  such  a  tone,  but  I  desire  expressly  to  repudiate  it. 
The  man  in  the  parable,  who  was  inside  the  house  when  his  neighbour  was  knocking 
at  the  door  outside,  was  very  unwilling  to  listen  to  the  claim  of  reason,  and  jostiee, 
and  friendship;  but  he  had  to  listen,  because  he  had  reason  and  oenscienee  wilbitt 
him,  and  they  would  not  allow  him  to  sleep — (laughter) — and  he  found  it  the  best  way 
at  last  for  his  importunate  visitor,  to  open  and  let  him  in.    (Laughter  and  applaaseV 
Bat,  Moderator,  if  the  man  outside  had  reinforced  his  attack  by  denouncing  him  as 
one  of  the  worst  men  in  the  neighbourhood — (laughter) — as  a  scandal  to  society,  it 
is  doubtful  whether   he  would  have  administered  the  loaf  to  him  to    this  day. 
(Laughter.)    In  this  view,  it  appears  to  me  we  are  called  upon  to  maintain  In  thi9 
spirit  not  only  a  perfectly  reaolute  attitude,  but  a  progreaaiva  and  advancing  one; 
that  we  shonld  make  it  understood  that  this  question  la  moving  on,  and  that  we 
are  resolved  that  steadily  and  progressively  it  shall  move  on.    (Hear,  hear.)    Bofc 
before  I  end  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  with  reference  to  matters  that  sometimes 
come  up,  and  in  connection  with  which  aaggestlona  are  made  aa  to  the  future  of 
this  movement  and  of  its  possible  results.    I  have  referred  to  the  prospects  of  Pies* 
byterianism,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  existing  state  of  things   is  aa  obstacle,  s 
hopeless  obstacle,  to  the  prospects  of  a  national  Church  in  Scotland  that^  not  merely 
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fa  ofcaaekr  and  prindpleB,  bot  in  extent  and  operations,  shall  be  vorthy  of  (he 

lanc;    Vow,  Moderator^  we  eonatantlj  hear  from  the  other  side  that  we  deceire 

MiielTss  in  this  matter;  that  we  need  not  count  apon   any  each   reoonstituted 

PfwbjIffiaDiam  arising  in  this  way ;  that  we  need  not  coant  on  the  idea  of  those 

vbowUl  M  that  tliey  hare  experienced  a  process  to  which  they  were  entirely 

opposed,  miting  with  the  men  and  with  the  Churches  that  were  the  means  of 

brisfiag  aboat  that  resnlt ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they,  in  whatever  position,  most 

U  eipeeied  to  feel  and  manifest  only  an  enhanced  antagonism  to  ns.    Modeiator, 

i  jut  wish  to  Bi^,  it  is,  of  conrse,  perfectly  natural  that,  in  the  position  in  which 

UiBgi  ttov  are,  that  sbonld  be  felt  and  tbat  shoold  be  said ;  and  I  hare  already 

Rcopised  what  is  the  natural  riew  of  those  who  are  attached  to  their  own  Chnreb, 

BCflilwii  of  the  Establishment,  and  who  think  that  an  injury  is  designed,  or  is 

l±df  to  resnlt  from  that  operation.    Now,  Moderator,  when  any  man,  or  set  of 

MS,  sif  to  me,  If  yoo  do  so  and  so,  we  shall  pay  you  off  by  keeping  our  ears  shut 

UeRifter  to  reaaon  and  justice  and  common  sense,  I  always  feel  inclined  to  reply, 

-Mj  dear  friend,  I   know  you  a  great  deal  better  than  you  know  yourself. 

Ln^ter.)    The  truth  is,  you  will  proTe  in  time  a  great  deal  more  aeeeasible  to 

nuoa  tnd  Christian  principles  than  It  is  at  present  possible  you  can  anticipate;  and, 

Mpliia  grounds^  because,  if  we  were  really  inflicting  an  injury  or  a  wrong  on  our 

<nads  of  the  Batablished  Church,  or  on  the  cause  that  is  dear  to  them,  to  those  who 

in  Chriatian  m^,  then,  no  doubt,  the  consequences  that  I  have  indicated  might  be 

^nnhnded,  that  the  antagonism  would  be  worse  than  before,  and  men  might  take 

t^  p«itiin  of  aetUng  up  and  placing  all  obstacles  in  the  way.    And  of  course, 

U^iatatfl  don't  aaanme  that  the  disestablished  Church  would  count  us  fit  people 

toBBitewiUi.    Erezy  Church  must  be  free  to  form  its  own  opinion.    That  is  a 

^tmut  ht  the  futnre.     I  would  be  sorry  to  think  that  there  is  no  way  in  which 

Ue  f ici^yterianiam  of  Scotland  could  be  made  one.     Let  us  not  think  of  the 

Biuntcsenly;  it  ia  inTidious  to  speak  of  the  ministers  of  churches  who  don't 

^■n  say  compliment  from  me — not  to  speak  of  them  good  or  bad,  but  look 

*t  lit  people  of  <mr  Tarious  Churches,  look  at  the  masses  of  available  Presby  te- 

'UUBB,  if  it  waa  brought  together,  and  men  made  to  know  one  another,  and 

ttnagkt  soder  the  iniluenoe  of  what  is  best  in  all  the  Chnrehea,  to  join  together 

«fid  ;iy  what  we  can  make  of  the  Scottish  people  yet.    (Applause.)    It  is  some- 

iW  to  Bake  the  heart  leap  to  think  what  that  might  be ;  bot  still  they  tell  yon 

79B  an  taking  the  wrong  way.    Now,  Moderator,  that  might  be  true  if  we  were 

ttaJitj  going  to  do  nny thing  unjust,  anything  in  its  nature  a  real  wrong.    But  if 

t%  US  merely  and  aimply  handed  down  to  the  lerel  on  which  we  stand  ourselves, 

^  ikey  may  be  wrathful,  and  they  may  apply  themseWes  with  great  diligenee 

to  '<Baiae  their  wrath  to  keep  it  warm  *'  on  Cliristian  principles.    (Laughter.)     But 

i*  eaaaot  go  on  for  erer.     People,  after  satisfying  themseWes  for  a  little  with 

^  will  turn  to  praetical  life  and  business ;  and  it  is  the  only  way  to  end  it^ 

'^^ot  is  no  other  way  out  of  the  bush  but  the  way  I  am  speaking  of.    Another 

Uagsaid  is  thia— Very  well,  if  yon  abolish  the  Established  Church,  take  notice  of 

i^t  eoaseqneneea ;  aome  of  us  are  linked  to  Presbyterianism  because  Presbyte- 

muam  is  linked  to  what  we  think  a  right  arrangement  in  the  country,  and  in  this 

*aj  lie  so  opposed  to  your  views,  that  many  of  us  are  going  over  to  Episcopacy,  and 

:n  vill  only  strengthen  a  system  which  it  does  not  seem  to  be  to  your  interest  to 

A^Rsgthen  in  Scotland  1    That  is  one  of  the  warnings  we  are  recelTing.    Well, 

Itodctator,  as  to  the  men  these  warnings  come  from,  and  to  whom  they  come, 

?^«ttf  Preabyteriana  these  men  most  be.    (Laughter  and  applause.)    Valuable 

'aeabeia  of  a  reunited  Presbyterian  Church.    (Hear,  hear.)    It  is  not  our  Preaby- 

itdaniBiB.    Our  Presbyterianism  is 

"  Still  the  same, 
Whether  we  win  or  lose  the  game  * 
True  aa  the  dial  to  the  sun. 
Although  it  be  not  sbcme  upon." 

Bst^  Moderator,  the  truth  about  this  is—and  it  is  just  as  well  to  speak  about  it 
"-*•  hear  a  good  deal  abont  that  amall,  respectable  denomination,  the  Bpiseopalians, 
jQt  now,  and  tho  danger  of  their  making  profit  at  our  expense.  I  have  not  a  word 
^  ny  dstogirtoiy  of  £oae  who  axe  Episcopalians  from  eouTiction  or  training  from 
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childhood.    There  are  many,  admirable  people  amongst  tiiem  for  whom  I  entertain 
great  respect.     But,  don't  yon  think,  that  if  Episcopalians  want  to  fish  in  Pietby- 
terian  waten,  I  ask,  will  they  oyer  have  a  better  chance  than  now  in  the  dMded 
state  of  Presby terianism,  with  the  wedges  driven  into  it  by  this  conneotiioa  of  Chereh 
and  State  f    Bat  the  truth  is,  as  to  seiions  danger  to  Presbyterianism  from  this 
quarter,  I  regard  it  as  a  nightmare,  with  reference  to  which  4t  is  a  most  imvorthy 
tiling  for  any  Presbyterian,  who  knows  the  history  of  Ms  country,  to  be  moved. 
Scottish  Presbyterianism  was  not  so  bom  or  bred.    (Applause.)    It  was  not  nnned 
through  such  scenes,  and  carried  through  such  trials,  so  to  moulder  and  disappear 
before  Episcopacy,  whether  of  England  or  Scotland ;  and  the  people  made  by  Wstlsoe 
and  Bruce  and  John  Enoz,  and  into  whose  blood  and  bone  Presbyterianism  wis  pnti 
are  not  such  a  people  that  they  are  willing  to  lose  hold  of  their  Presbyterianism  st 
an  instigation  or  operation  of  this  kind.    No,  Moderator,  we  hare  gone  through  thii 
experience  twenty  times— it  has  occurred  in  the  history  of  Scottish  Presbyterisniim 
again  and  again.    We  faaTc  had  times,  perhaps,  where  there  was  ezperienced  some 
failure  in  the  Church's  life.    In  those  times  there  have  been  morements  OTor  to 
Episcopaqr  by  men  who  loye  to  nurse  their  rather  aesthetic  and  gentle  piety  in  wiist 
they  supposed  to  be  a  more  appropriate  home,  and  such  men  must  take  with  tbem 
many  more  who  affect  to  be  select  and  superior  persons — (laughter  and  applause)— 
withdraw  themselyes  from  the  ynlgar,  and  who  seem,  many  of  theln,  to  be  people 
who  want  to  play  at  being  Christians  rather  than  anything  more  earnest    Siok 
persons  haye  often  gone  oyer,  bringing  to  the  denomination  a  testimony  which  bad 
no  yalue  and  an  adherence  that  brought  no  strength.    That  may  be  now  as  it  has 
been  before.    It  is  not  yery  wonderfnl-^let  it  be.    And  when  the  reyiying  breath  of 
God's  Spirit  comes,  bringing  to  us  some  new  reyelation  of  what  ia  this  PresbyteriaQ- 
ism  of  ours,  and  especially  if  Qod  brings  together  at  some  happy  fature  day  tfaoie 
who  are  genuine  Presbyterians,  to  constitate  a  Ohuroh,  to  lay  ouraelyM  alongside  the 
wants  and  the  aims  of  our  people,  and  make  the  community  feel  there  is  a  tne 
Scottish  Church  with  a  true  Scottish  heart,  dealing  with  the  necessities  and  msti 
and  conditions  of  the  people,  it  will  be  seen  then  whether  we  haye  any  cause  to  feai 
in  the  way  of  drifts  either  to  Episcopalian  or  any  other  quarter.    (Applauae.) 
Principal  Rainy  then  submitted  the  following  motion : — **  That  the  Pree  Chareb,  ia 
conformity  with  her  Claim  of  Bight,  has  constsatly  denied  the  right  of  the  Ghoreh 
now  established  to  the  position  and  the  historical  inheritance  of  the  Katioiial 
Scottish  Church.    That  in  the  present  circumstances  of  Presbyterian  denominatioos 
in  Scotland,  the  possession  by  one  of  them  of  the  exceptional  position  and  pririlegei 
of  an  Established  Church  is  most  unjust,  and  thoroughly  unreasonable.    That  the 
termination  of  the  existing  conneolion  between  Church  and  State  in  Scotland,  witb 
due  regard  to  life  interests,  and  leaying  the  Church  now  established  to  cany  <m  its 
important  work  by  the  Christian  zeal  of  its  members,  would  remoye  a  great  obstacle 
to  the  religious  wellbeing  of  the  country,  and  to  the  prospect  of  a  harmonious  lad 
flourishing  Presbyterianism  in  Scotland.    That  in  present  clrcnmatances,  the  faada 
set  free  ought  to  be  employed  in  objects  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, and  among  these  are  an  Improyed  and  completed  system  of  edueatioD,  in 
conformity  with  the  conyictions  of  the  people  of  Scotland.    That  the  time  has  oome 
at  which  the  justice  and  necessity  of  these  steps  ought  to  be  resolutely  pressed  npon 
the  Scottish  community,  and  ought  to  be  firmly  maintained  and  aaaerted  by  the 
office-bearers  and  members  of  tliis  Church.     That  the  siune  claim,  on  the  same 
grounds  of  justice  and  necessity,  ought  to  be  by  this  Church  placed  before  Pariia- 
ment;  and,  therefore,  that  a  petition  be  prepared  fbr  presentation  to  both  Hoosesof 
Parliament  in  conformity  with  the  first  four  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  prsyiog 
that  steps  may  be  taken  to  do  right  and  justice  in  the  premises.** 

Mr.  BENKIE,  Wick,  rose  to  second  the  motion.  He  said  I  feel  that  so  much 
has  been  well  said  by  Principal  Bainy,  that  it  is  diflloult  to  giye  to  the  diseossioa 
any  aspect  of  noyelty.  I  think  it  yery  important  that  this  Free  Church  Auemblj 
should  look  at  the  question  from  a  Free  Church  point  of  yiew.  It  is  only  right  that 
we,  as  an  ecclesiastical  Assembly,  should  do  so ;  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  we  eaa 
assert  our  right  to  meddle  with  this  question.  What  Is  that  Free  Church  point  of 
yiew  1  It  is  that  we  are  to  conserye  the  liberty  which  Christ  has  gtven  to  His 
Church,  and  we  are  bound  to  maintain  Christ's  goyemment.  And  here,  we  are 
aaked^  why  we  did  not  agitate  that  question  at  the  Dtsmption^  but  the  nnswer  to 
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ihti  vu  the  monl  effect  of  the  DiBrnptloa  itself.    We  hare  a  still  farther  answer 
bf  ujiMtg,  that  there  was  no  ahoir  of  liberty  xnauifeBted  towards  the  Establishment 
thai  ooaM  at  all  compete  with  the  llbertj  whieh  we  possess.    Now,  there  is  an 
imititisa  of  oor  libertj  founded  npon  statute  and  drawn  from  Parliament,  and  it  is 
•«r  daty,  if  we  would  maintain  our  diyine  foundation,  to  reassert  the  principle  of 
t^e  HcaiUup  of  Chxiat.    (Aj^lanse.)    The  question  between  this  Ohurch  and  the 
Published  ChuRh  ia  not  a  question  of  the  extent  of  their  liberties.    I  can  imagine 
»a  EstaUishmeat  having  oTen  a  wider  scope  than  we  allow  ourselyes,  or  is  allowed 
to  SI,  bat  the  qnestUm  la,  what  is  the  souroe  of  our  liberty  1    (Hear,  hear.)    We 
tfe  ao4  here  as  wotahippeia  of  liberty.    We  are  here  aa  worshippers  of  Christ,  and 
leeept  ss  Hia  gill  to  na  the  priyilege  whieh  He  accords  to  us  in  the  exercise  of  our 
wlwisstkal  fnnetiona.    Whenerer  that  principle  in  Scotland  begins  to  be  increas- 
iiftyobscared  by  the  action  of  the  legislature,  or  the  eonduct  of  another  Church 
torn  whieh  we  an  separated  on  this  Teiy  ground,  then  this  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
it  bosBd  to  look  to  it^  that  the  people  of  Scotland  shall  not  be  blinded  by  any 
teabisBoe— thai  ihey  ahall  be  kept  loyal  to  the  grand  principle  that  throughout  the 
ikle  tne  liiatoiieal  Ghnreh  of  Scotland  has  been  the  foundation  of  its  liberties, 
ud  bis  certainly  had  as  much  to  do  with  its  religious  light  and  increasing  Christian 
propea.    1  think,  therefore,  Br.  Bainy's  motion  very  properly  looks  on  this  ques- 
uoa  from  a  Free  Choreh  point  of  Tiew.    If  we  cannot  keep  before  the  minds  of  the 
ScoUiib  people  in  ondinuned  deamesa  that  ours  is  a  tosttmony  for  Christ's  Head- 
ibip  «i?tr  the  Chnreb,  beeanse  men  are  enjoying  the  practical  liberties  from  another 
M«m,nd  waitiBg  npon  the  will  of  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  we,  as  Scotch. 
Ba,ai*e,  in  hmioar  of  our  testimony,  are  bound  to  see  how  to  sweep  away  the 
haimti,  that  the  Chrlatian  Churchea  of  the  world  may  see  displayed  in  Scotland 
itill  tbc  nme  grand  banner  which  she  has  eyer  displayed.    (Applause.)     But  apart 
froa  tbb  qneatien  of  principle,  I  would  say  that  the  argument  we  frequently  hear, 
t^  sa  Establiahed  Choreh  is  necessary  in  order  to  represent  the  principle  of 
utkttl  religion,  I  take  to  be  a  pure  figment  of  imagination.    (Laughter.)    What  do 
tiMw  people  mean  fay  '<  national  religion"!    Is  national  religion  simply  the  creed 
«f  Uie  Chareh  written  in  parchment  and  kept  in  retenUa,  or  is  it  the  truth  of  Christ 
eabedicd  in  life  and  in  workt    I  hold  that  a  nation  is  not  composed  of  the  records 
tbt  SIS  locked  ep  in  the  archiyas  of  Parliaments  or  Churches,  but  of  the  people  of 
tbit  lation,  and  tbe  life  of  that  nation  in  its  representatiye  character,  in  its 
Diuofisl  espaetty,  muat  express  itself  in  acts  and  deeds  as  a  body  subject  to  Christ's 
vill  sad  guided  hj  Christ's  work.     Now,  I  maintain,  whateyer  may  be  said  of  any 
Esubljshed  Chnrek  that  oyer  baa  existed,  that  the  position  of  the  present  Esta- 
bUiked  Chureh  ia  one  that  is  demoralising.    (Applause.)    Why,  sir,  we  have  had 
Bvaj  eiideaces,  in  the  course  of  recent  months,  when  those  who  said  they  had  con- 
Tietioas  that  there  had  been  unrighteous  things  done,  and  eyil  things  done,  by  the 
hte  Qeyeniment  of  thia  countiy,  and  who  were  of  that  party  that  asserted  these 
tbiags,  sad  wanted  to  appeal  to  the  people  on  the  ground  that  the  law  of  Christ  was 
not  obeyed,  and  that  the  Tenth  Commandment  had  not  Regulated  the  relationships 
of  fistioBs — vliom  did  they  find  stepping  forward  to  say — "  Let  the  rights  and  wrongs 
(tf  Bstiooa  go  aa  they  will,  slthough  we  belieye  with  you — yet  if  our  Church  is 
U»ebid--if  yon  pot  a  litUe  finger  on  the  monopoly  we  possess  in  this  country  of  the 
Rreaae  Ibr  eeeleaiaatiesl  purposes,  we  will  forsake  our  party,  and  adopt  those  prin- 
ciples which  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  this  countiy  condemn.     We  fIU 
rtpiidisle  our  other  principles  in  order  to  saye  our  Church."    (Applause.)    Was 
tbt  a  testimony  to  the  influence  and  power  of  the  relationship  of  the  present  Esta- 
biiibed  Chureh  to  the  State  1    Kay,  farther,  did  it  show  either  a  sound  conscience 
or  a  leligioiia  principle?    (Applause.)    On  the  other  hand,  we  see  men  who  do  not 
bold  the  principle  of  an  Established  Church  stepping  forward — ^and  I  am  not  enter- 
iss;  mto  tiie  sphere  of  polities,  but  only  speaking  of  the  conyictlons  of  men — we 
find  Churebes — Nonconformists  and  others  outside  the  Establishment — so  deeply 
imbued  with  a  sense  of  yrliat  was  due  to  their  Christian  principle,  and  to  what  this 
Bslton  ss  a  nation  owed  to  its  Christian  principle,  that  they  kept  back  this  import, 
ui  question,  although  it  was  dear  to  their  hearto ;  they  haye  delayed  it  and  post- 
P<n«d  it  in  order  that  they  might  see  the  rulers  of  this  country  in  their  ayocation 
itepping  forwaxd  to  do  the  right,  and  obeying  the  Christian  principles  which  are  laid 
<i«vn  hi  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  their  dealings  with  otiier  nations.    The  one  vet  were 
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<^^i^  i»«t*i««  M  lUiUonal  religion  for  (ho  iik^  of  mila- 

Cr^  -   *  '  ^  ^„^  '^fuij  wera  willing  (o  let  th«  EitebVnbment 

^^  "^    «»  JH  uiM  JuMi  oome  when  they  ■hoald  make  an  effoii 

B^^^  ~  *^^i»A  ivligioae  prindple  in  the  €h>Teiiimeiit  of  Um 

A^'  "    ^  »j%  •»*  MO  ihe  more  noble  moral  religtou  apeetaele 

Q^^  '        «  «^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  '^'^  BitabliBhment,  or  the  preient 

^^  "   *  .T  «c  tt*  national  faith  t    And  now,  I  would  jut  nmui 

^'  "    ^'li^--^  **  regard  to  Diseatabliahmont  hare  been  very 

^^  '^    "^^r^^ttute  oureelree  that  we  are  gaining  aome  grooDd. 

^  ^^.a^  Choreh  people^  as  Dr.  Rainy  raid,  reeently  help  on  \U 


iMr  diflcaaaione  of  it  there  are  leu  frequently  appear- 

"^  ^  wtn  ezoeedingiy  prominent  at  an  earlier  atage  of  the 

'  T  a  '^^^  ***  beginning  to  feel  and  know  that  the  eaae  eaanot 

'   ^^^  w  had  a  Tery  aeriona  atatement  frequently  made  fion 

««^^atftta  and  Synoda,  that  to  touch  the  fanda  of  the  Eatablished 

^jtr.i"^    We  do  not  hear  that  argument  now;    (Applaaie.) 

^  ««i^  M  acknowledge  that  theae  funda  are  national  fonda    If  you 

*  *^^  ;^  are  ecoleaiaatlcal  funda,  and  ao  aacred  that  they  cannoi 

*  MAwa  to  national  objects,  then  I  aay  iheae  funda  belong  to  the 
^  ^j^plaoae.)    The  Popiah  Church  ia  the  true  heir  to  theae  funda, 

*^'«fOBg  in  touching  them  and  applying  them  to  the  NationaV 
*  ^^gj^\    Having  got  rid  of  the  argument  of  aaerilege,  vo  get  rid  of 
"!«  tj^anenta,  or  rather  we  hear  one  or  two  propoaala  not  rery  wiae, 
^  iht  CMC  ia  becoming  weaker  and  weaker  every  year.     It  waa  no«    \ 
^fid  uot  the  funda  rather  be  divided  among  all  the  denomination! : 
*^  ^^iiM  yooraelvea  with  ua,  and  abare  from  our  bounty  t     Why  ahoold 
'*'  ^atfovment  from  ua  1    Might  you  not  rather  take  a  ahara  In  them  Vn- 
^^^«4«ttting  your  unhallowed  work  of  eutting  down  our  Eatabliahment  ? 
^^iadication  that  thoae  who  oppoaed  our  riewB  are  looking  forward  to 
'  ^%>iit.    Tbej  feel  it  ia  coming.    They  are  making  a  deaperate  propoaal 
'\  ^^^e  to  aak  ua  to  abare  their  endowmenta,  and  it  ia  an  encouraging  aign 
'^^  practically  it  haa  not  been  agitated  on  the  floor  of  the  Hooae  of  Com- 
"^^  fj^y  feel  the  pulae  of  the  Scottiah  nation  beating  more  quickly  in  regard 
*^  ^ter,  and  they  (eel  that,  very  aoon,  if  we  take  aome  active  atepa,  we  aball 
^  .jaeation  not  only  thoroughly  raiaed,  but  we  may  find  the  queation  apeediiT 
r  (Applauae.)    I  am  very  glad  that  the  motion  eontemplatea  petitioning 
'^^u    We  have  now  a  Government  in  thia  country  that  doea  not  take  the 
^^^ed  Church  at  leaat  under  ita  apecial  protection---(^plauae) — ma  pteivVoua 
^^^fiflnta  have  done.    We  may  expect  that  a  plea  of  juatice  will  be  liaiened  to, 
^  $»  to  be  looked  at    We  may  expect  alao,  that  by  diaonaaiona  rmiaed — ^it  may 
*  \.  independent  membera  in  the  House  of  Conunona— the  weight  of  this  Chnrelh^s 
\a»  may  be  felt  in  Parliament    In  concloaion,  I  would  only  aay  thai  if  it  were 
J'jIiiiioTe  the  preaent  Eatabliahed  Church  aimply  becauae  we  feel  jealooa  of  her 
^lion,  it  would  be  beneath  ua  to  diacuaa  thia  queation  ao  eameaUy.      If  we  did 
^  believe  that  it  waa  in  the  intereata  of  the  great  principle  which  has  been  com- 
^(ed  to  thia  Church;  if  it  were  not  for  the  rellgioua  intereata  of  thia  cooatry  and 
^'the  community  that  we  wiah  removed  from  ua  thia  irritating  queation^  and  ao  b< 
^oght  more  cloae  to  all  the  Chrlatian  Preabyterian  brethren  in  thia  land ;  if  it 
«tfre  not  that  we  believe  that  there  ia  atill  a  future  for  a  United  Preabyteriaxi 
i;horch  in  Scotland ;  if  it  were  not  that  we  believe  that  to  get  the  Seottiah  peopUi 
thoroughly  intereated  in  the  Church  of  Scotland — united  and  free— ^i^plauae) — and 
thereby  aeek  to  atom  the  tide  of  immorality  and  uogodlineaa ;  if  it  were  noV  loi 
Iheae  thinga,  I  am  aure,  fathera  and  brethren,  we  would  not  give  a  whole  forenooi; 
to  the  diacnaaion  of  thia  aubject    Our  brethren  acroaa  the  way  will  acarceix  believ< 
ua,  and  may  aay  we  cannot  be  diaintereatcd.     I  hope  that  they  do  not  judge  na  V| 
themaelvea.    (Laughter.)     We  believe  that  many  of  them  plead  for  Eatabliahment 
and  the  continuance  of  their  Church,  becauae  reared  in  that  tradition,  they  feel  as  i 
it  would  ahake  the  baaia  of  the  national  religion  and  do  iiyury  to  SeotUiiid*      1^ 
them  give  ua  credit  for  the  aame  aimplicity  of  holding  the  aame  dialntereated.  deair 
— seal  for  our  Maater^  and  xeal  for  the  welfare  of  aonla,  and  for  the  good  of  oe 
country.    (Applaoae.} 
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^  HSNBY  If ONCREIFF,  on  rising,  was  reeeif ed  with  applaue.     He  said— 

I  do  aoi  n^iirB  to  say  TOiy  moeh  in  support  of  the  motion  I  bare  given  notice  of. 

Soma  people  may  think  that  a  rather  extraordinary  statement  for  me  to  make  after 

tk  sfgiUBeBts  yoo  hare  liatened  to.    Now,  it  appears  to  me  that,  assuming  the 

foaiidMion  on  which  the  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy  proceeds,  the  arguments  and  illustra- 

tkoe  bj  whidi  it  is  otherwise  supported  hare  a  great  deal  of  strength  in  them,  and 

It  weold  not  be  ea^  to  orerset  that  strength.     (Applanse.)    But  here  my  opinion 

is  tkit  the  weakness  lies  in  the  foundation.     (Laughter.)     Founded  upon  the 

ufsisptlon  that  beeaase  the  existing  Established  Ghnreh  has  no  right  to  her 

fteiliar  poaitioD,  and  baoanse  there  is  an  injustice  in  that  position  as  regards  our 

Free  Chvch  testimony  and  contending,  therefore  it  is  reasonable  we  should  unite 

oir  fnte  with  the  forces  of  other  parties  who  are  direcUng  their  endeaTonrs  to  upset 

ue  EiUUishmeBt  apon  principles  which  we  disown.     (Slight  expressions  of  dissen  t ) 

Vos  may  ssy  whai  yon  like.    Dr.  Bainy  and  others  have,  through  a  gradual  process 

darii^  the  last  fev  years,  got  into  what  is  practically  the  same  groore  on  this 

«<fliUMi  with  the  United  Presbyterians  and  other  parties  of  Yolnntaries.     (Hear, 

War,  ud  applaoae.)    I  do  not  say  that  they  are  on  the  same  footing,  but  I  say  that 

tkey  bare  prsetleally  got  Into  the  aame  groore.    Now,  I  hare  a  rery  great  admira- 

tut  far  the  United  Preabyteiian  Church — (hear,  hear) — ^a  great  deal  of  sympathy 

vitkdieB;  on  the  footing  that  was  agreed  upon,  I  was  prepared  to  have  gone  into 

oBifQB  vith  them.     (Applause.)    Bn^  then,  1  would  have  reserved  my  liberty  in 

ikat  uioi  to  tako  exactly  the  same  ground  that  I  would  take  now  and  here. 

Tb«t|)ilwoold  have  gladly  gone  into  onion  with  them,  I  am  not  prepared  to  unite 

viiktbnu  if  we  stood  on  the  same  footing  at  all  in  reference  to  this  question  of 

EstaUidneat ;  and  I  think  the  weakness  of  the  argument  on  the  other  side  lies  in 

amah^  that,  beeanae  we  have  a  rightful  claim  aa  a  Free  Church — the  claim  of 

Bjfliliee  in  the  existing  condition  of  the  Bstablishment— therefore  we  can  reasonably 

n  <a  tbe  general  principle  of  there  being  an  injustice  in  the  existence  of  Batablish- 

aati^  teeeiding  to  the  views  that  are  taken  by  those  who  hold  Yoluntaiy  principles. 

T^B  the  first  remark  I  have  to  make  as  a  reason  why  I  cannot  go  along  with  the 

ostiea  se  it  is  expressed  here.    There  are  certain  things  in  that  motion  that  I  have 

<fred  to  en  former  occasions.    There  undoubtedly  haa  been  a  course  of  things  that 

led  IS  throogh  a  certain  kind  of  process.    There  have  been  attempts  made  from  a 

rertsia  dau  back  to  tiy  to  accomplish  the  bringing  together  of  people  in  connection 

«itk  tbe  Establiahed  Church  who  have  hitherto  been  attached  to  Free  Church 

priDcipIeL    (Applanse.)    From  the  time  before  the  passing  of  the  Patronage  Act 

ud  Oswalds  vaiiona  cndeavonrs  have  been  made  to  accomplish  union  in  a  manner 

uiAt  really  undermined  our  Free  Church  principles  altogether.     (Applause.)    On 

tint  p«nt  Or.  Bainy  and  I  are  thoroughly  agreed.    During  these  years  I  felt  it  to 

^  of  the  greatest  moment  that  we  should  so  express  ourselres  aa  to  show  the 

JBposdbility  of  soceess  to  those  attempts  at  union,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 

(or  ia^catiag  that  the  only  right  result  would  be  the  termination  of  the  existing 

«B&eetion  between  the  Establiahed  Church  and  the  State  in  order  to  pave  the  way 

-«r  1  better  atata  of  things.    (Applause.)     I  was  willing  to  indicate  the  necessity  of 

^i  towards  what  would  really  be  a  right  result,  but  I  was  not  willing  to  go  to 

PiriiaaieBt  on  the  snl^jeet^  becauae  1  had  no  conception  of  there  being  any  likelihood 

«f  getting  Pariiament  to  look  at  what  I  would  have  regarded  as  the  only  right 

ncolu    I  do  not  regard  aa  a  right  result  the  putting  of  the  Free  Church  in  tlie 

fMo  of  the  Batablishment,  although  that  was  the  idea  mooted  at  one  time  long  ago, 

^  niggested,  although,  perhaps,  somewhat  humorously,  by  Dr.  Chalmers ;  but  I 

v<ra)d  not  go  in  for  that  for  plain  practical  reasons — because  the  Free  Church, 

ctoipriiig;  at  it  does,  a  large  and  important  position  in  Scotland,  was  not  just  in 

^  pontieii  la  whiefa  she  could  cWm  so  to  represent  the  whole  Presbyterianism  of 

^tbad  aa  to  be  entitled  to  be  substituted  for  the  EsUblisbed  Church.     And, 

Boieovcr,  I  was  not  pfepared  to  say  that  if  a  right  result  was  to  be  Disestablishment, 

■I  veold  be  a  reasonable  thing  that  our  Church  should  have  claimed  the  exclusive 

Unatsge.    I  was  not  prepared  to  go  into  that,  but  I  was  prepared  to  indicate,  if 

people  really  wiahed  to  do  what  the  Bstablished  Church  or  the  Conservative  Govem- 

i*ot  were  trying  to  do,  they  must  look  in  the  face  the  fact^  that  the  existing 

cQUMcliea  must  be  tenninated  in  order  to  prepare  for  a  better  atate  of  things.    I 

*u  qsite  prepared  to  indicate  that,  and  with  no  want  of  friendliness  to  the  existing 
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EstabUehment  aay  mora  than  Dr.  Hunj  ipeakB  of,  bat  I  just  wiah  tKbm  td  nnSer- 
stand  that  tha  andaavoan  thaj  were  pattiog  forth  about  onion  oonld  not  ponibly 
Baceeed  so  long  as  tha  Fraa  Church  choaa  to  adhara  to  her  ori|final  Btaadaida.  Bnt, 
than,  wa  are  aakad  now  to  go  and  ask  Parliament  to  disestablish  tha  exiiUitg 
Chureh  which  is  establishad,  with  no  other  protiso  azeapt  a  dne  regard  to  aziitbg 
life  intaraats,  and  wa  are  asked  to  petition  Parliament  to  the  afibet  that  the  fnndi 
ahould  in  soma  waj  or  another  be  snbstitated  for  national  parpoaasy  each  as  that  of 
a  right  system  of  edocatlon.  If,  under  the  existing  law,  the  pnblie  edaeation  hid 
carried  into,  or  could  of  necessity  be  made  now  to  carry  into  it,  an  absolute  ptorisioa 
for  a  thoroughly  religious  education — (hear,  hear)— there  would  be  more  plaosibilitf 
in  that  BDggesUon ;  but  since  any  efforts  for  religious  education  muat  In  soma  way 
or  another  be  carried  out  apart  from  any  absolutely  lagislatiTC  position,  then  it 
appears  to  me,  not  that  there  would  be  any  saerllega,  as  Mr.  Bennie  was  apMkiug  of, 
in  the  diTerslon  of  the  funds  to  such  a  purpose,  but  it  appears  to  mo  rather  a  stnoge 
thing  that  this  Church,  knowing  the  principles  upon  which  Presbyteiianism  rastB  in 
Scotland,  and  knowing  the  foundations  of  old  legislation  with  respect  to  these 
principles^  should  actniJIy  propOBC  now  that  these  funds  should  be  turned  away  from 
ererything  having  a  direct  religious  aspect,  or  should  be  diverted  altogether  to  whit 
could  be  considared  as  a  secolar  purpose.  I  think  myself  that  it  is  not  praetictllj 
consistent  with  what  we  owe  to  the  struggles  of  oor  forafSatherB  that  we  shoold 
propose  that    (Applause.) 

But  the  main  thing,  I  think,  about  it  in  this  conneetion  Is  not  the  thing  itielf, 
but  thst  in  yoar  proposed  petition  to  Parliament  yon  do  not  ask  Barliament  to  do 
anything  in  the  act  of  Disestablishment  by  which  the  whole  securiUea  for  Presby* 
terianism  in  Scotland  that  are  embedded  in  the  old  legislation,  and  apecially  tnd 
solemnly  confirmed  and  aanctioned  by  the  Treaity  of  Union,  may  be  presenred.  Ko 
doubt  Dr.  Bainy  says — Ko  danger  of  the  Protestant  suecesBion.  Why  was  thii 
referred  to  but  as  illoatration  of  the  fact  thafby  the  Treaty  of  Union  and  by  oor  old 
legislation  there  is  a  poeitire  sanction  by  the  Legislature  to  thoBO  views  of  religiooi 
liberty  and  of  Church  government  which  we  have  eigoyed  in  Scotland  %  Ko  doobt, 
national  religion  does  not  lie  in  parchment  or  in  Acts  of  Parliament.  It  lies  in  the 
question  of  the  truth  of  religion  taking  hold  of  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  the  way 
in  which  the  people  and  the  Churches  manifest  the  attaehment  of  the  nation  to  the 
foundations  of  scriptural  truth.  There  is  a  great  deal  In  that»  undonbtediy ;  bat  I 
cannot  agree  with  friends  who  think  that  the  outward  forms  of  things  in  the  wij 
of  legislation  are  of  no  consequence  at  alL  I  cannot  agree  that  it  would  be  a 
mere  trifle  though  all  the  securities  provided  by  our  forefathers  were  thrown  to  the 
winds. 

There  was  a  time  during  last  century  when  the  existence  of  our  Standards  and 
Confeasion  of  Faith,  and  their  ratification  by  Parliament,  appeared  to  be  as  nothing, 
because  the  Church  and  the  nation  appeared  to  be  sunk  hn  a  kind  of  lethargy  ai 
regards  religious  matters,  and  there  was  no  true  national  testimony  for  samed  troth. 
Will  any  man  tell  me  that  when  the  spirit  of  evangelistie  truth  revived  in  oor 
Church  and  country^  no  advantage  was  derived  from  the  fiut  that  we  had  good 
Standards  to  api>eal  to,  and  that  in  proposing  the  revival  of  rellgiona  eamestneBs 
we  were  only  proposing  the  very  thing  that  the  old  Standarda  of  the  Ohundi  testified 
to  t  It  appears  to  me  that  the  existence,  even  in  legislative  enactments,  of  a  right 
testimony  to  religious  truth  always  will  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest  moment,  and 
that  whan  Scotland  has  enjoyed  that  advantage  for  centuries  it  would  be  a  raah 
thing  to  take  a  step  the  practical  effect  of  which  would  be  to  throw  these  advantages 
away. 

I  know  quite  well  people  say — One  thing  at  a  time--go  and  get  Disestabiishment, 
aud  then  try  to  get  a  security  for  the  maintenance  of  a  right  regard  to  religioos 
truth  on  the  part  of  the  State.  Ab  it  really  to  be  maintained  that  if  the  attempt  to 
gist  Disestablishment^  advocated  as  it  is  not  by  this  Free  Church  only— -Ibr  then  the 
case  would  be  different — but  by  persons  who  conscientiously  think  there  ought  to 
be  no  such  legislative  testimony  at  all,  and  by  other  persons  who  are  keen  for  Dia* 
establiahment  on  grounds  with  which  we  can  hare  no  Bympathy— will  aay  nan 
pretend  to  ssy  that  to  get  Disestablishment  granted  in  response  to  suah  a  general 
demand  in  existing  circumstances,  you  will  have  any  prospect  or  chanea  of  getting 
anything  done  afterwards  in  maintaining  what  I  have  now  been  speakhigoft  It 
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appciit  to  JM  (hat  ia  a  ekimen.  In  seeking  Dliestabliahment  in  this  way,  howcTer 
unmi  jov  •vn  Tievi  aiay  be,  you  are  really  patting  yonnelf es  alongside  of  a 
phslsBZ  tb»i  will  easy  tilings  to  a  resnlt  yon  will  not  be  able  to  help,  and  the 
edfecU  of  vUeh  may  be  Tery  disastrons.  I  am  perfectly  prepared  at  ibis  moment 
ftr  the  pestibility  of  DiaestabUsbment.  I  think  the  Charch  ought  to  be  looking 
fonnid  to  It,  snd  expecting  it  (Hear,  hear,  and  applanae.)  If  they  donH  it  will  be 
tbeir  om  iknlt^  beeanae  it  ia  by  no  means  an  improbable  event— (applaose) — and 
tke  hce  Chore^  ooghi  is  be  prepared  to  take  her  own  part  in  that  state  of  things, 
ui  to  Bake  the  sort  of  onion  Dr.  Rainy  has  been  speaking  ot  Bat  Dr.  Rainy  has 
Mrtsia  speeDlattons  aboat  what  the  probable  resnlt  will  be.  Well,  I  may  have  my 
«n  «pcfqlationsy  but  neither  his  speculations  nor  mine  can  be  relied  upon. 
(Usfhter.)  We  cannot  tell  what  the  resnlt  will  be— (laaghter)— and  we  requin  to 
look  Tciy  earefoUy  before  we  plange  oorselves  into  a  state  of  things  the  result  of 
vUeb  we  don't  knew.  The  &ct  is  I  am  prepared  for  any  results  but  I  am  not 
piepucd  to  be  responsible  for  a  state  of  things  which  may  follow.  If  I  afterwards 
eastcsd  for  lome  proteetion  for  sacred  truth,  a  statesman  may  turn  round  upon  me 
winy— You  did  not  stipulate  for  that  when  yon  asked  for  Disestablishment;  we 
kt?e  giren  yoa  what  yon  asked  for,  and  you  hare  no  right  to  ask  for  more.  I  am 
BM  pitpsred  to  make  myself  responsible  for  that  state  of  things,  howcTcr  much 
mcknd  to  do  my  part  in  it  when  it  comes.  With  reference  to  what  Dr.  Rainy  has 
Mid,  1  d«  not  know  any  reason  why  this  is  a  motion  that  should  not  be  carried, 
exoyt  that  a  large  proportion  of  men  have  got  into  the  same  groove  with  Dr.  Rainy 
abMU.  (I4aaghter.)  I  think  if  they  had  not  gone  into  that  groove  it  might  have 
Wa  %  loy  good  motion.  I  am  not  inclined  to  aay  any  more  on  the  aubjecL  I 
Ucrdbnnove — "That  the  Assembly,  while  denying  the  right  of  the  Church  now 
<*tiMiriMd  to  the  position  and  historical  inheritance  of  the  SootUsh  National 
CivA,  do  not  see  UieUr  way,  in  present  circumstances,  to  petition  Parliament  on 
t^nbjeet,  or  to  take  any  aetion  regarding  Disestablishment." 

It.  KIDSTON  of  Femiegair  (elder),  seconded  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflPs  motion. 
^'.  Ssiay,  in  the  eonrse  of  his  address,  had  deprecated  the  spunging  out  the 
B«aoij  of  the  Dismptton,  which  he  thought  some  penons  seemed  trying  to  do. 
Bat  vkst  be  Mr.  Kidaton  deprecated,  was  any  attempt  to  spunge  out  the  memory 
^  tbe  principles  of  the  Disruption.  The  principles  of  the  Disruption,  which  were 
itill  tlM  principles  of  the  Free  Church,  maintain  the  principle  of  an  Establishment, 
vbilc  rejecting  EraaUanism  on  the  one  hand,  and  Yoluntaryism  on  the  other.  He 
t^fU  it  was  still  necessary  to  present  a  firm  front  on  the  principles  on  which  we 
lepuated  from  the  StAte  in  1848.  He  objected  to  the  disestablishment  of  Presby* 
tenaiogB  in  Scotland,  and  was  opposed  to  Dr.  Rainy's  motion,  because  he  was 
uiUe  to  lay  what  would  come  in  its  place,  or  what  security  we  would  have  for  our 
duliaetive  prindples  being  conserved.  The  Free  Church,  he  held,  would  be  better 
caployed  in  minding  ita  own  business,  than  in  agitating  for  Disestablishment. 
0&  a  leeeat  important  oceaaion,  the  Liberation  Society  had  to  drop  the  Disestab- 
lahsmt  question  like  a  hot  coal.  It  would  not  therefore  be  mooted  in  Parliament 
till  anew  election  takes  place,  at  which  that  question  was  the  point  at  issue,  so  that 
tken  vas  no  need  for  any  haste  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Church  in  meddling  with 
the  matter.  Dr.  Rainy  said  he  had  no  cutpand-dry  plan  to  propose,  nothing 
defiaite  to  bring  forwsrd,  and  this,  Mr.  Ridston  thought,  was  an  additional 
i^^ttoa  wliy  Sir  Hosty's  motion  should  be  adopted. 

Professor  MACGREGOR  moved— "That  the  Assembly  petition  the  two  Houses 
•«' Parliament  for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tide  tad  histoiy  of  the  Scottish  Churches  in  relation  to  Establishment.''  He  said 
'-^ivu  not  aware  that  the  convener  of  the  committee  on  Church  and  State  intended 
to  bring  forward  a  motion  to  petition  Parliament  for  Disestablishment,  and  I  do 
natkaow  whether  I  would  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  proposing  this  motion  if 
I  bad  lis4  that  knowledge.  I  do  not  regard  mine  aa  an  antagoniatic  motion,  but  I 
vill  have  great  delight  in  voting  for  Dr.  Raioy'a  motion,  especially  after  hearing  his 
>P<tch.  I  have,  however,  taken  the  ground  of  proposing  this  motion,  as  I  think  it 
dcnaMe  to  have  a  Parliamentary  Commiaaion.  Whatever  waa  to  be  done  within 
t^  next  fow  yean — snd  meet  cf  them  thought  everything  had  to  be  done  in  the 
Mxl  few  yean — ^it  mnst  be  oh  the  ground  of  certain  alleged  facts,  which  are  con- 
tUBally  ^nted.    It  is  therefore  desirable  that  in  relation  to  those  matters  of  fact 
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there  should  be  a  definitire  aaeerUiiuneiii»  aneh  as  will  leare  no  raom  for  dls]Nite. 
Now,  I  oonilder  the  kiqoiiy  propoeed  Ia  my  motion  could  biiog  about  such  in 
aaeertalnment  of  the  main  facte.  For  example,  it  wai  often  stated  that  the  mem* 
berahip  of  the  Established  Church  was  so  and  so,  and  they  heard  a  great  deal  in  the 
newspapers  on  the  subject  of  the  representation  of  the  membership  being  wronglj 
stated.  I  do  not  understand  my  motion  to  imply  that  it  is  a  Disestablishment 
one»  but  my  motion  is  for  Disestablishment — (applause  and  laughter) ;  and  the 
resson  why  I  propose  this  motion  is  that  a  very  strong  desire  has  been  expressed 
that  the  existing  connection  between  Church  and  State  should  be  destroyed,  sad 
that  a  denomination  in  posseasion  of  the  national  means  for  the  support  of  its 
ministera  and  ordinances  should  eesse  to  be  in  that  condition.  (Applause.)  It 
might  be  thought  that  my  position  is  ambiguous,  but  my  intention  in  prop«iBg 
this  motion  is  Disestablishment^  and  the  reason  why  I  do  so  is  that»  in  my  estins- 
tion,  the  best  meant  to  secure  this  object  is  by  a  Royal  inquiry,  which  will  make 
Disestablishment  inevitable.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  BEGG — I  second  this  motion,  but  I  do  so  with  a  rery  difiorent  object— 
Oaaghter) — from  that  which  has  been  avowed  by  the  mover  of  It    It  is  now  some 
years  sgo  since  I  proposed  that  a  Boyal  Commission  should  be  appointed  to  report 
on  the  whole  facta  in  connection  with  Church  and  State  in  Scotland.    Thai  motiou 
was  carried  to  some  extent,  but  was  defeated  in  its  issue  largely  by  tho  Bstablisb- 
ment  authorities.    But  I  hsve  always  been  of  opinion — in  recent  years  at  leasts 
that  in  no  other  way  can  we  fairly  approach  thia  question  with  any  hope  of  a  eatis^ 
factory  issue.    We  must  know,  and  our  statesmen  must  know,  if  possible,  exaetly 
the  atate  of  thinga  in  (his  country  and  in  the  Churches,  and  until  we  and  they  do,  mere 
vague  general  statements  and  anticipations  will  not  lead  us  to  sny  sucoesaful  resnlt 
I  agree  entirely  with  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  except  that  I  regret  that  it  does 
not  propose  to  do  anything.    It  proposes  to  stand  still  and  do  nothing.     I  oljeot  to 
that  if  anything  better  can  be  done,  and  I  am  extremely  anxious  that  Qm  matter 
should  be  investigated  in  a  wise  spirit  before  we  come  to  any  final  oonclosion  sbovt 
it.    I  disagree  out  and  out  with  Dr.  MacQregor  with  regard  to  the  motion  of  Dr, 
Bainy.    I  differ  from  thst  motion  in  almost  every  particuli^.    It  begins  by  a  refer' 
ence  to  the  Claim  of  Right.    Of  course,  we  all  hold  that  Clsim  of  Right,  but  I  do 
not  think  we  are  entitled  to  plead  that  Claim  of  Right  now  in  the  interest  of  Pit- 
establishment^  or  Disendowment,  because  the  essence  of  that  Claim  of  Bight  proeecdi 
on  the  assumption  that  the  Eatablishment  should  continue,  but  that  the  arraag^ 
ments  in  regard  to  Church  and  State  ahould  be  altered  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  of  the  Free  Church,  which  we  regard  as  the  true  principles  of  the  Scottish 
EsUblishment.    To  plead  that  Claim  of  Right,  to  set  aside  the  Bstsblishment,  was 
an  idea  which  did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption.    Such  an  idea,  if  it  had 
been  propounded  immediately  after  the  Disruption,  would  have  led  to  the  censure  of 
the  man  that  mooted  it,  if  not  to  his  deposition.    (Applause  and  laughter.)    Tbert- 
fore,  we  are  not  to  plead  the  Claim  of  Right  in  connection  with  ikt  proposal  to 
disestabliah  the  Church,  but  in  connection  with  the  propoaal,  if  possible,  to  havetbe 
Church  reformed  in  accordance  with  our  prlnciplea    (Applause.)    I  have  had  to 
do  with  this  matter  of  Disestablishment  and  Yolnntsrjism  for  more  than  forty  yeeia 
It  is  more  than  forty  years  sgo  since  I  discussed  this  question  with  tho  Voluntsries 
in  the  West  of  Scotland.    1  respected  these  men,  becauae  they  were  eonsistest  is 
their  views.    Their  views  were  that  there  should  be  an  entire  separation  betwixt  the 
Church  and  Stote.    The  State,  they  said,  has  to  do  only  with  the  ontwsrd  and 
secular  affiiirs  of  man,  but  it  has  not  to  do  with  religion  in  any  shape.    I  deeidedi^r 
differ  from  that,  and  I  believe  no  more  pestilent  heresy  than  that  ever  hss  been 
broached.    (Applause.)    It  is  in  the  face  of  the  divine  Word.    But»  at  the  ssme 
time,  men  who  hold  that  view  deserve  doe  consideration ;  but  that  was  not  the  viev 
thai  is  admissible  in  the  Free  Church.    You  must  alter  your  Standards  and  oonsU- 
tuUon  before  you  can  maintain  auch  a  view  as  thst.     Well,  Sir  Houfy  liMCt&S 
reminded  us  that  the  proposal  in  this  motion  of  Dr.  Bainy  is  entirely  to  sweep  avsj 
the  existing  Bstablishment,  reserving  only  life  interests — ^not  reserving  the  prio- 
dples  of  divine  truth,  not  telling  the  nation  to  do  anything  in  tho  way  of  scksev 
lodging  the  cause  and  promoting  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christy  but  simply  nekaov- 
lodging  life  interests. 

How,  I  have  the  greatest  possible  doubt  about  that  in  both  its  parts,    l^  ^^ 
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ciiititf  intBganeiit  ii  wrong,  I  hold  the  ministers  ibould  get  no  life  interesta.    If 

BM  an  pttfiitd  to  giro  np  the  Bstablishment,  or  at  leaat  not  to  fight  for  it, 

■iualan  of  the  flatabniihed  Chnrch  and  othera-^and  I  fear  from  what  I  ha7e  aeen  of 

late,  aonM  are  leating  on  the  idea  that  this  matter  will  lasl  their  day,  that  they  will 

get  thair  life  intereat — I  aay  they  ahoald  get  no  life  interest  if  they  do  not  act  up  to 

tMrpxiseiplei;  and  if  yon  knoek  away  that  crutch  below  many  of  them  they  will 

pnbably  boeampeUed  to  bestir  themselTes  to  maintain  their  principlea  in  a  different 

nj.   Bat  the  real  ating  of  the  motion  is  this,  that  it  proposes  to  do  away,  for  other 

pupMBs,  with  the  endowmenta  of  the  Established  Church,  and  in  this  way  make 

1^  reeeoatnietioB  of  the  Established  Chnrch,  or  of  any  combined  Presbyterian 

Chueb  that  shall  hare  endowmenta,  impossible.     It  is  said  here  that  these  fnnd» 

oqght  to  be  applied  for  objeeta  eonnected  with  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 

iBteg  the  objeeta  was  that  of  improying  and  completing  the  work  of  education. 

Well,  what  ia  thatl    That,  I  say  in  the  first  place,  bars  the  door  against  any  recon> 

ftnciaoii  of  the  Satabliahed  Church  in  aeeoidance  with  our  principles.     Oar  claim 

WM  that  thai  BaUblished  Church  should  be  reconstructed  in  accordance  with  the 

Chin  sf  Right,  tad  witb  the  protest  which  we  lodged  on  the  table  of  the  old  QenersI 

AMsbiy.    But  if  yoa  spend  the  money,  that  becomes  impossible.    Well,  I  hold 

ibtthst  is  ineonaisteDt  with  the  poaition  which  we,  aa  a  Free  Church,  are  bound  t» 

td^  sp.    Bot^  Id  the  aeeond  place,  it  ia  just  making  another  gift  to  the  landlords 

of SeetiaBd— nothing  elae  bnt  that.    (Applause.)    The  landlords  of  Scotland  actually 

peekiUd  a  mlllioa  of  money  in  connection  with  the  recent  education  scheme. 

\Cmt«f«No,no,"  and  applause.)    £48,000  a  year  was  devoted  from  the  lands  of 

^^enhadle  the  porpoees  of  supporting  education.     Where  is  that  nowt     That  wae 

Minsmad  for  the  people  of  Scotland;  it  was  quietly  pocketed  by  the  landlords  of 

tUi eentoy— ^applaose,  and  *'hear,  hear**) — and  yon  are  just  proposing  to  give 

liensiseQiid  peeanlary  bribe.     Yon  are  proposing  that  they  shall  be  relieyed  of 

*^  thej  are  al  preeent  bound  to  spend  in  the  promotion  of  education.     No  doubt, 

it  sill  itUete  Ihehr  tenants  to  some  extent,  bat  at  the  end  of  their  leases  it  will  all 

wse  bask  into  tlie  pockets  of  the  landlords,  and  what  you  propose  to  do  is  just  to 

i9b  tfas  paaple  of  Scotland  of  what  is  their  birthright,  and  giro  it  quietly  back  to  the 

ImUeids.    Bai  what  are  the  prineiples  you  are  raising  in'  connection  with  all  these 

proposals  I    It  ia  all  Tery  easy  for  Dr.  Rainy,  by  a  ware  of  his  hand,  to  say  that  he 

villsboUsh  all  qnestlons  in  r^^rd  to  the  acknowledgment  of  religion  by  the  State, 

nd  so  lorlh ;  bat  yon  eannot  avoid  these  questions.    Depend  upon  it  that  all  these 

dttentkal  atatemenia  about  the  possibility  of  making  an  entire  separation  between 

tb  lute  and  the  Chnreh  are  purely  viaionary.     (Applause.)    The  State  and  the 

(^sneh  aie  two  diTine  ordinances,  as  we  hold,  and  they  will  both  continue  to  exist. 

TWf  ought  to  act  in  eonoert,  and  if  t^y  do  not  act  in  concert,  they  will  act  in 

nviliy  or  eppoaitfon.    Bat  yon  cannot  annihilate  either  the  State  or  the  Church, 

ud  yott  eannot  make  any  separation  such  as  yon  propose.    Yon  cannot  make  the 

dvil  a^gistnte  a  Gallio,  to  "  care  for  none  of  these  things "  if  he  would,  and  the 

ptMBt  state  of  mntteia  is  this,  that  the  Crown  of  thia  country  ia  connected  with 

^  ■"^^■^nrft  of  the  Eatobliahed  Chureh— the  Queen's  right  to  the  Throne  is 

coaaeetod  with  it;  the  Union  between  Seotland  and  England  ia  connected  with  it; 

tad  the  whole  aetUement  of  property,  in  ao  far  aa  it  ever  waa  Church  property,  is 

Maasetad  with  that.    I  think  that,  in  preparation  for  this  grand  event  which  you 

«otwplate,  it  wonki  be  a  good  thing  to  consider  and  in?estigate  the  whole  subject. 

I^yaa  were  to  take  the  driblet  from  the  parish  minister,  and  hand  that  over  to  the 

Uadierda  er  the  State,  what  about  the  whole  land  that  belonged  to  the  Church  in 

fotmu  tiseal    Waa  that  all  to  remain  too  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  ?    It  is  a 

vcrjr  pisnsible  thing  in  eonnection  with  the  landlords  to  promise  that  if  they  will 

^Ip  as  to  PJaeatabMahment  we  will  help  them  to  pay  their  achooUratea.    Well,  I 

tUak  it  is  poaaible  to  make  arrangements  by  which  all  taxes  might  be  abolished. 

If  yoQ  take  the  lands  which  belonged  to  the  Church  at  the  Reformation,  as  well  aa 

^  ainiatain'  atipenda,  I  will  diow  yon  a  way  to  abolish  the  whole  taxation  of  the 

cMatry,  and  giving  the  people,  it  may  be,  each  a  small  farm  into  the  bargain* 

(Uaghtse.)    Therefere,  it  seema  to  me  that  there  should  be  a  Royal  Commission  to 

^>qaire  faito  the  whole  of  these  matters,  and  instead  of  a  mere  leap  in  the  dark — at 

^dieCatei  of  Liberation  Societies  and  others  intereated — ^you  should  know  exactly 

*^  fen  ate  going  to  do,  and  why  you  are  going  to  do  it.    Especially  yon  ahoald 
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Bee  whether  a  utiafaetoxy  arr«agemeiit  cannot  be  na4e  oa  the  baaia  of  ihe  pMeat 
constitation.  I  believe  that  on  iheae  aalgecta  a  denae  amooiit  of  ignonmee  pientta, 
and  prejudice  in  proportion  to  the  ignocanee,  and  we  ahoold  endeatoar  tohareaoBB 
light  thrown  on  the  aabjeet. 

With  regard  to  the  Eatabliahment  itaelf  eren»  I  ahoald  like  more  infdnDatioa 
than  we  have  at  preaent  I  do  not  see  why  the  state  of  mattera  in  the  EatahUshed 
Church  ahoald  not  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  if  I  were  a  minister  of  the 
Establiahed  Chareh  I  would  hail  and  court  inquiry  into  the  subjeoC  I  have  alwi|i 
had  a  great  admiration  for  the  ''tryers'*  appointed  by  OUver  Cromwell  to  go  sad 
see  how  the  miniaters  were  doing  Uieir  work.  (Laughter.)  I  believe  great  iana 
flowed  from  that^  and  we  need  it  now  aa  much  as  ever,  getting  reporta  and  stete- 
menta  more  or  less  dubious,  but  it  is  of  great  importanoe  to  get  authentic  iafoniis> 
lion.  For  example,  we  know  that  at  the  present  moment  doctdnea  are  pobUshed 
by  ministem  in  the  Established  Church  flatly  in  the  face,  aa  I  think,  of  tfa« 
Confession  of  Faith.  (Applause.)  No  later  than  last  evening^  if  we  may  oredit 
the  public  prints — and  I  give  them  credit  for  general  aoooracy,  of  coarse— I  lee 
that  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  most  respected  elder  of  the  Ests^Uahed  Chardi-^ 
man  whom  I  remember  on  the  floor  of  the  old  General  Aasembly — to  get  sa 
overture  passed  asking  that  an  examination  be  made  in  regard  to  certain  boob 
that  have  recently  been  published  containing  doctrinea  utterly  hoatile  to,  and  ub* 
veraive  of,  the  principles  of  Divine  truth,  and  tliat  that  overture  waa  airosted, 
and  he  prevented  from  making  his  statement  in  the  (Jeneial  Aaaemblyv  and  wm 
obliged  to  content  himself  by  aaying  that  the  matter  could  not  rest  there,  but  tint 
he  would  take  another  opportunity  of  having  the  matter  examined  infceu 

Well,  then,  what  about  the  worship  of  the  Church?  The  worship  of  the  Chsnk 
is  most  expressly  laid  down. in  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  an  Act  of  the  Churdi, 
sworn  to  by  all  ministers,  aa  a  worship  tl&at  the  Church  itaelf-  haa  no  right  to 
change.  But,  the  Church  ia  changing  that  worship,  and  ia  Introducing  what  aoay  eod 
in  prelatical  worship.  There  was  the  introducing  of  organa  and  vaiioaa  other  innovi^ 
tions.  (Laughter.)  Well,  I  do  not  see  why  the  State  ehoold  not  examine  into  thia 
The  late  David  Laing  stated,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Establiahed  Choreh,  thati 
so  far  aa  he  knew,  and  I  ain  prepared  to  affirm  the  atatement,  that  aoeh  a  thing  u 
an  organ  or  a  liturgy  had  no  existence  in  the  Church  of  SooUaad  during  all  the 
previous  period  until  late  years.  But  they  have  them  now,  and  I  any  the  Parlia. 
ment  in  1690,  which  set  up  and  establislied  this  Church,  confirmed  the  OonfesBum 
of  Faith  as  U^e  doctrine  of  the  Church,  whilst  the  Act  of  1698  deelaiea  that  do 
minister  should  be  admitted  or  allowed  to  continue  in  hia  charge  nnlesa  he  pramiaed 
to  observe  the  uniformity  of  worship  as  then  praoUaed.  I  say  they  imagined  all 
these  changes  might  be  introduced  now  |^ih  impunify,  and  introdaeed  by  some 
for  the  purpose  of  familiarising  the  people  of  Scotland  with  the  forma  of  Prdaqry  m 
that,  if  the  present  arrangement  ia  altered,  they  miqr  fall  back  upon  that  aystem. 
I  would  have  all  these  examined,  and  would  appoint  tryera  to  ace  into  it;  and  l 
bold  that  every  man  who  haa  introduced  these  innovatlonB  has  forfeited  hia  right  to 
his  stipend  in  the  Established  Church.  I  would  examine  into  the  whole  matter  by 
means  of  a  Royal  Commission,  and  then  we  should  be  better  able  to  undentsad 
what  should  be  done  and  what  the  probable  reault  of  doing  it  would  be.  Therefore, 
I  differ  wholly  from  those  who  would  theorise  in  regard  to  Diaeatabliahment  u 
likely  to  benefit  the  Church.  I  have  had  experience  on  that  auljeet.  1  vss 
thirteen  yeara  a  miniater  of  the  Established  Chuieh,  and  although  theie  is  not  s 
man  in  this  Assembly  that  can  aay  that  he  has  more  comfort  among  his  people  ai 
a  Free  Church  minister — ^maso^  will  have  aa  mneh,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  no  msa,  I 
believe,  can  have  more— I  have  no  heaitation  in  saying  tliat  aa  a  mlpiater  of  the 
Establiahed  Church  I  was  free  to  preach  and  had  more  influence  under  the  pamehisl 
system  than  I  have  at  the  present  moment.  It  ia  of  vaat  importance.  Yon  talk  of 
the  lapsing  of  the  people,  and  many  other  thiaga  which  are.traabling  na  aad 
startling  us  in  connection  with  religious  organiaation  ia  Beotland.  I  believe  if  ve 
could  get  a  thorough  reorganisation  of  the  parochial  qratem  with  amaU  pasiahea  sad 
endowed  ministers,  great  good  would  reault  I  think  the  douUe  aystem  ia  the  best 
— so  much  endowment  that  I  can  be  able  to  atand  and  apeak  wiihont  the  lesst 
consideration  in  regard  to  my  maintenance  and  so  mneh  voAuntary  eontrUmtiona 
Some  people  aay  thJa  ia  a  chimeca;  that  it  ia  impoaaifale ;  but  who  haa  ahowa  tiiat 
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it  li  impoaibitl  I  lay  H  is  not  impoasiUe,  vhlbt  I  moreorer  affirm,  and  till  death 
J  will  nerv  giv»  up  the  Idea,  that  It  la  the  daty  of  the  nation  to  acknowledge  and 
pranete  tke  tralh  of  God.  The  nation  and  kingdom  Uiat  will  not  aerre  Christ 
uid  Hif  csose  ihaU  perish,  and  shall  be  ntterlj  wasted.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we 
obqU  get  a  complete  paroehial  aystem  to  extend  into  aU  the  remote  districts  of  the 
amtrj,  sad  the  dense  and  popnlons  districts  of  towns,  it  wonld  be  deeidedly  the 
bat  iRaBgement  We  may  not  be  able  to  get  It,  but  this  proposal  is  mach  better 
t^  sa  iaeoiiereni  ety  that  the  whole  state  of  things  shonld  be  removed  and  swept 
oit  tf  the  way.  Too  eannoi  do  it^  I  hope ;  bat  if  yon  pnll  down  the  Established 
Cbirdi  in  this  IneehOTent  way,  yon  are  the  mere  catspaws  of  Prelacy  and  of  Popery  in 
thii  eooBtry.  These  two  systems  are  looking  on.  They  are,  I  understand,  very 
ofrdiiQy  la  Jhronr  of  Disestablishment,  beeause  they  tell  yon  very  plainly  that  the 
IVMbyterian  Ghareh  ahonld  never  have  been  established  at  all.  I  believe  it  is 
tnc  tkat  bat  for  the  providence  of  Ood,  in  eonneetion  with  the  exertions  of  soch  a 
Bu  If  Prinelpal  Garstairs,  yon  never  woald  have  had  an  Established  Presbyterian 
CksTcbstthe  Bevolvtion  Settlement.  If  yon  take  the  other  course  now  of  eon- 
tinisg  meiely  to  damoar  for  Disestablishment,  yon  will  do  an  act  of  the  greatest 
ftOf—yea  will  deprive  the  people  of  Scotland  of  what  might  be  made  of  the 
rmtait  adrantage  to  ihemu  Oh  but,  some  people  may  say,  we  are  Yoluntaries  to 
tke  baekbone ;  we  will  not  tonch  public  money  in  any  shape  or  form.  I  am  not  so 
wc  «f  that — I  aee  tfaem  readily  taking  Ferguson  bequests  and  other  forms  of 
(t^Mnent,  and  eagerly  grasping  at  these  when  they  have  a  good  chance  of  getting 
Um,  ad  I  am  pretty  sure  that  the  degree  to  which  mere  abstract  theories  would 
<^pMe  the  itttrodnction  of  anch  a  system  as  I  have  indicated  is  not  anytliing  like 
tbeexiMiaeme  people  Imagine.  On  the  other  hand,  I  see  immense  danger  in  the 
«Mne  proposed.  In  conelusion.  Dr.  Begg  said  that  he  hoped  the  motions  would 
^  ftkd  ipon  separately.  He  would  vote  for  Dr.  MacGregor*s  motion  in  the  first 
iutMee,  and  if  il  were  defeated  he  would  vote  for  Sir  H.  MoncreiflTs  motion. 

Kr.  POftTEOUSy  Ballantrae,  in  supporting  the  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy,  submitted 
thit  DiKstaUiahment  waa  the  legitimate  outcome  of  the  position  which  the  Free 
Cinreh  new  oeeopied.  The  alternative  now  was  between  Erastianism  and  spiritual 
iM^epesdenee.  He  had  no  aympathy  with  Voluntaryism  in  the  sense  in  which  it 
^  been  described  by  Dr.  Begg.  He  held  that  the  nation  was  under  national 
•Wigitioa  to  honour  Divine  truth ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  held  that  the  nation, 
M  ft  satiMi,  shoald  not  seleet  any  particular  section  of  Christ's  Church — (hear,  hear) 
— ftsd  on  the  foundation  of  sophism,  present  that  Church  as  the  representative  of 
Dmne  truth.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  MACKAY,  Strathfillan,  said  his  experience  led  him  to  look  upon  the 
pnteat  divided  state  of  the  country  as  a  great  evil,  the  rectifying  of  which  he 
Rgaided  aa  a  thing  greatly  to  be  desired.  He  had  no  desire  to  bring  accusations 
assiast  the  Established  Church  as  a  Church,  or  against  individual  members  of  it, 
tiiea  he  referred  to  certain  things  eonnected  with  his  part  of  the  country. 

la  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  laboured,  the  Established  Church 
Uppeas  to  have  a  fond  bequeathed  to  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  days  long  past»  and 
Kitricted  to  that  particular  locality.  Kow  people  might  be  in  circumstances  that 
^^osnitated  a  temptation  to  do  what  they  ought  not  to  do,  and  it  was  so  in  the  case 
t^  Tefierred  to.  To  use  these  funds  the  Established  Church  or  its  agents  did  things 
^  tkat  part  of  the  eountiy  that  were  most  unjust.  Will  any  one  say  that  we  have 
ae  responsibility  in  this  inatterl  If  any  one  has  it  in  his  power  to  remove  the 
'•OBptatioa  that  besets  his  brother,  is  he  not  in  duty  bound  to  do  so  t 

Sir  Henry  Monereiflr  cannot  aee  his  way  to  advocate  Disestablishment,  because 
•Itheog^  he  holds  that  the  present  Established  Church  is  not  entitled  to  emoln- 
aeats  and  preatige  which  they  now  enjoy,  he  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  put  in 
pbee  of  the  present  Sstabliahment.  Of  course  the  present  Established  Church 
voatd,  though  disestablisfaed,  continue  lis  a  Church,  though  not  aa  an  Established 
^^bardi.  He  waa  therefore  much  at  a  loss  to  know  why  Sir  Henry  should  be  so 
Boeh  at  a  lots  about  this  matter.  From  his  point  of  view  he  put  it  to  Sir  Henry 
^v.  If  he  were  to  see  a  man  come  to  close  quarters  with  an  opponent  who  had 
k  ivord  in  hia  hand,  while  the  former  held  no  weapon,  would  Sir  Henry  not  demand 
^  the  iwsrd  be  ti^en  oot  of  his  hand,  so  that  they  might  settle  their  differences 
^  sa  equal  footlngi     Kow,  Sir  Henry  is  a  Free  Church  mao,  and  he  has  the 
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hononr  of  being  a  Free  Chorch  divine.  Why  shoald  Sir  Henij  gire  the  RiUblabed 
Charcli  man  an  adrantage  over  him  who  belongs  to  the  eame  9harah  u  himKlf? 
If  he  allows  any  advantage  to  one  oyer  the  other,  he  thonght  he  ought  to  gite  him 
the  benefit  of  his  partiality.    But  he  only  asks  eqnallty,  not  partiality. 

Dr.  Begg  wishes  to  conserre  the  Establishment  principle, — so  do  we  all.  Bni  is 
it  to  the  present  Established  Church  we  should  Look  aa  our  embodiment  of  the 
Establishment  principle)  Is  it  not  rather  to  the  non-Established  Ghnrehesi  I 
ask  myself  what,  in  the  event  of  Disestablishment^  is  to  become  of  the  Establiih- 
ment  principle.  The  answer  that  I  have  found  to  this  question  i%  that  ihere  is  no 
fear  for  the  Establishment  principle  so  long  as  the  Church  oontinues  in  the  line  of 
Scottish  ecclesiastical  histoiy.  I  ask  myself  to  what^  under  God,  do  we  owe  ike 
Disruption  in  18431  The  answer  is  not  to  the  Disruption  fathers  ohiefly,  batto 
Scottish  ecclesiastical  histoiy.  To  what  do  we  owe  the  preceding  seoessions  and 
the  reformation  from  Episcopacy  Y  To  the  same  cause.  To  what  do  we  owe  the 
Disruption  fathers  of  our  Church  1  To  the  same  cause.  So  long;  therefore,  ss  ibe 
Church  keeps  on  these  lines  there  is  no  fear  for  the  Establishment  prindple.  Bot 
Dr.  Begg  has  another  difficulty.  Our  revered  father,  wise  in  this  aa  in  other 
things,  knows  the  value  of  money.  And  he  believes  that  if  the  Chureh  is  disestab- 
lished, the  proprietors  will  pocket  the  money,  as  he  holds  they  did  when  the 
Education  Act  was  passed.  Now  it  is  not  admitted  that  on  the  passing  of  the 
Education  Act,  the  proprietors  did  get  an  undue  advantage.  It  ia  true  that  they 
pocketed  some  money,  so  to  say,  but  what  advantage  ia  it  to  put  money  in  your 
pocket,  if  more  is  taken  out  of  it  than  is  put  into  iti  It  is  so  with  the  proprieton, 
especially  the  landed  proprietors.  The  school  tazea  ultimately  fall  entirely  on  the 
land.  For  when  the  tenant's  lease  runs  out,  he  takes  into  account  the  taxes  incident 
upon  the  rental,  and  will  not  give  the  rent  unless  the  land  will  remunerate  him 
after  deducting  rent  and  taxes  alike.  He  had  expected  that  Dr.  Be^  would  advo- 
cate, in  his  own  powerful  and  effective  way,  the  diverting  of  funds  that  are  either 
of  no  use,  or  not  required  by  the  Established  Church,  to  the  Christian  and  laudable 
object  of  educating  the  young,  especially  in  religious  knowledge.  He  dared  uj 
that  at  no  distant  date  the  most  important  matter  to  be  considered  by  this  vener- 
able Assembly  would  be  the  religious  training  of  the  young.  And  however  mueli 
he  respected  tiie  society  recently  formed  in  Edinburgh  for  the  inspection  of  religioas 
instrnction  in  schools,  he  ventured  to  predict  that  it  would  be  of  little  aviUl  nnlc^ 
you  rouse  the  parents  to  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  having  their  children  taoghi 
in  religious  knowledge,  and  induce  them  to  elect  members  for  the  School  Boaid, 
who  are  not  only  willing  but  qualified  to  earry  out  their  wiahea  in  this  retpeok  He 
had  much  pleasure,  therefore,  in  supporting  Principal  Bainy's  motion. 

Mr.  HOWIE,  Glasgow,  thought  the  essence  of  the  whole  question  was  contained 
in  that  clause  of  Principal  Rainy's  motion  which  said  that  Disestablishment  "woaid 
remove  a  great  obstacle  to  the  religions  wellbeing  of  the  countiy."  He  waa  prepared 
to  advocate  the  disestablishment  of  the  present  Establishment  on  that  ground.  He 
contended  that  the  present  Established  Church  was  doing  more  than  any  other 
agency  in  Scotland  to  counteract  its  highest  wellbeing,  religiously  considered. 
(Applause.)  He  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  Dr.  Begg  waa  making  audi  progrsaa  en 
this  question  that  he  had  got  the  length  of  thinking  a  Commission  ahoold  be 
appointed.  The  Doctor  had  referred  to  what  had  taken  place  the  other  day  in  the 
Established  Church  Assembly,  and  to  certain  sermons.  He  (Mr.  Howie)  had  looked 
at  these  sermons,  and  he  was  anxiously  waiting  to  see  what  would  be  done  by  the 
Established  Church  in  connection  with  them.  They  had  had  painful  disrassions  in 
their  own  Church  for  the  last  few  years,  but  he  did  not  object  to  them,  for  they 
showed  the  life  of  the  Church ;  but  they  would  find  views  that  contradicted  Uie 
leading  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  contained  in  these  sermons,  with  a  preface 
as  a  kind  of  manifesto  throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to  all  the  Ohorchea  in  Scotland, 
and  particularly  to  the  Established  Chureh.  When  Uiey  found  sermons  denjing 
the  doctrine  of  human  depravity,  the  Atonement,  the  work  of  the  Spirit*  the  jndg- 
ment  to  come,  the  eternity  of  punishment,  and  such  like  doctrines;  and  when  thef 
found  these  supported  by  a  view  of  Scripture  which  did  away  with  all  Seriptai«» 
that  did  not  commend  itself  to*  the  reason  and  oonacience  of  man ;  and  when  tbev 
found  an  overture  brought  up  in  the  Established  Chnrdi  Assembly  asking  sction  to 
be  taken  in  regard  to  these  sermons,  and  that  overture  rejected,  that  exhibited  a 
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iUie  Af  tbiofB  iiut  was  tmly  alanning  in  connection  with  tiie  fotare  of  theological 

uacfaiog.    (Applante.)    At  page  82  of  the  book  there  waa  a  aermon  on  "  Law  and 

Uinele,"  in  the  cooiae  of  which  there  waa  an  argument  naed  against  miracle  which 

li  derived  from  the  Chriatian  records.    The  author  then  aays : — "  Saj  with  aome 

indeed  that  the  inapiration  of  the  erangeliata  waa  auch  aa  to  preserve  them  from  all 

error,  aod,  of  conrBCy  the  queation  (that  is  about  miracles)  falls  to  the  ground.    The 

ZEtre  f«et  that  the  miracles  are  recorded  is  of  itself  sufficient,  and  there  is  no  room 

led  for  the  diseuasion.    But  putting  aaide  auch  an  untenable  theory,  anrely  no  one 

•bo  has  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  gospels,  to  their  rise  out  of  the  maas  of  floating 

tnditioo,  to  their  distance  in  point  of  time  from  the  eventa  narrated,  to  the  freedom 

litk  which  they  treat  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  to  the  temper  of  the  age  we  have 

liitady  Dotleed — auiely  no  one  who  has  regani  to  all  thia  can  maintain  their  character 

to  be  such  aa  to  exclude  the  poaaibility  that  they  recelTsd  the  impreaa  of  the  modes 

of  ihooght  familiar  to  the  early  Churdi.    The  compoaite  atrueture  of  the  narratiTe 

forhida  aa  to  demand  that  the  whole  of  the  tradition  shall  be  receiTcd  without  dls- 

UactioB,  or  to  insist  that  the  rejection  of  any  part,  no  matter  wliat^  is  at  onee  a 

liKnofB  sm  and  a  deadly  injury  to  reyelation."    Again,  at  pagea  85  and  86,  he  goea 

oototay:— "And,  therefore,  to  inaist  that  no  one  who  rejecta  the  miraclea  of  the 

Ker  Testament  may  claim  to  be  a  Chriatian  ia  an  intolerance  which  ought  to  be 

Kskled.    It  directly  tenda  to  drire  away  from  the  faith  men  who  are  neither  Tain 

Qor  oaeultored,  but  reverent  and  thoughtful — men,  however,  who  are  ao  atrongly 

iBprened  by  the  revelation  of  nature  that  any  teaching  which  ia  at  yarlanoe  with 

bn  ilnsdy  known  trutha  ia,  unleaa  it  comea  with  irreaiatible  authority,  at  once 

^SeebiTdy  rejected.     Yet,  intolerance  auch  as  this  is  the  natural  result  of  a  blind 

Bilitulitay  which,  refusing  to  distinguish  between  Christianity  in  itself  and  the 

l^evfertament — ita  hiatorical  record — ^aesumes  that  Christianity  was  necessarily 

joot  near  its  aouree,  and  that  lower  down  we  may  only  look  for  troubled  waters. 

Tke  reiy  opposite  ia  the  fact.    Near  the  source  the  turbid  stream  of  Judaism 

pMnd  into  the  pure  current  of  our  Saviour'a  teacliing,  and  the  mingled  watera  were 

dirk  tad  troubled.     It  is  only  as  we  descend  that  the  foreign  matter  then  held  in 

•olntioa  is  gradually  precipitated,  and  the  river  of  the  water  of  life  flowa  on  more 

detr.**   (lAoghter.)     He  begged  to  say  tha^  if  doctrine  like  that  had  been  propa- 

Sited  bj  any  miniater  of  thia  Church,  he  was  Tcry  sure  there  would  hare  been  rery 

pnnpt  action  taken  in  regard  to  him.    (Applause.)    He  thought  their  friend,  Dr. 

^C8&  vho  was  ao  anxioua  about  doctrine  in  thia  Church,  ahould  take  alarm  at  the 

t«)aatioa  of  auch  doctrine  in  tlie  Eatablished  Church.    (Hear,  hear,  and  applauae.) 

He  objected,  aa  one  of  the  community,  that  the  public  money  ahould  be  uaed  for  the 

orothrow  of  the  national  faith — (hear,  hear,  and  applause) — for  the  eliminating 

fnm  their  beliefs  that  of  the  trustworthiness  of  the  Word  of  God.    He  objected  to 

^  it  being  used  for  promoting  what  was  practical  Paganism,  for  they  might 

^iaaiht  theae  sermons  aa  Pagan  aermons.     (Hear,  hear.)    He  also  objected  to  the 

ittitodeofthe  Church  of  Scotland  in  its  relation  to  the  practical  work  of  other 

Cbarchea.    In  territorial  work  what  a  barrier  that  Church  waa  in  the  way  of  getting 

tt  non-eharehgoing  people.    They  had  a  merely  nominal  connection  with  the  Estab- 

luhed  Church,  aome  of  whoae  churcl^es,  he  remarked,  had  about  double  the  number 

ca  their  roUa  that  could  be  accommodated  within  the  buildinga.    He  pointed  out 

^  s  laige  number  ncTcr  attended  except  at  the  communion,  and  went  on  to  aay 

^  they  would  be  entitcd  to  deal  with  theae  people  about  spiritual  matters,  but 

Iieeuse  they  claimed  a  connection  with  the  Established  Church  they  could  not 

«bum  soeesa  to  them.    He  felt  it  a  great  grievance  that  he  was  prevented  by  an 

Aet  of  the  State  in  favouring  a  particular  Church  from  getting  at  a  particular  aection 

of  the  eommnnity  who  are  livii^  in  practical  ungodliness.    (Applause.)    They  had 

no  right  to  put  a  premium  on  a  mere  nominal  Church  connection,  and  he  objected 

to  pnbUe  money  being  proatituted  to  auch  a  purpoae.    He  held  that  the  public  well- 

Uing  would  be  greatJy  benefited  by  the  preaent  atate  of  thinga  coming  to  an  end. 

^>  M  the  reault  of  this  proposed  Commission,  they  could  found  an  Establiahed 

Church  en  another  footing— on  the  footing  of  supporting  the  truth  of  God  and  being 

^«^balvark  of  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ — then  let  them  hare  it,  but  certainly  it  waa 

\^tu  doty  to  bring  the  present  atate  of  things  to  an  end.    (Applause.) 

Kr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen  (elder),   supported   Professor   HacGregor's 
la^UoD,  which,  he  held,  most  be  pat  to  the  House  as  a  BQbstMiUal  rMolution.    The 
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qaestion  before  them  wu»  wbfti  thej  were  to  do  in  the  present  state  of  the  eonntiy 
and  public  information  on  this  qnestion.  They  liad  )>efore  them  the  tezdiet  of  the 
eonntry,  and  by  the  tacit  agreement  between  both  parties  it  had  been  considered 
that  this  qaestion  ahoold  not  be  brought  within  the  range  of  praetieal  politica  till 
next  Parliament.  ("No,  no."^  That  was  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  he  certainly 
understood,  and  expressly  agreed  to  it,  that  this  qaestion  of  Diaestabliahment  was 
in  the  present  Parliament  not  to  be  considered  within  the  range  of  practical  polities. 
(Hear,  hear,  and  '*Ko,  no.*')  Of  coarse,  that  did  not  interfere  with  the  liberty  of 
the  Church.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  not  ai^^ing  for  that;  he  wsa  only  nferring  to 
the  position  of  the  eountiy  on  this  qaestion,  which  it  was  impossible  they  could 
OTcrlook.  Beferriug  to  Dr.  Bainy's  remark  that  he  would  not  encoarage  mlniaters 
being  mixed  up  with  this  question,  he  said  they  had  a  Tcry  poor  prospect  indeed  ii 
their  ministers  were  in  such  a  position  that  they  dare  not  encourage  the  agilatton— 
that  the  Assembly  should  pass  an  empty  resolation,  and  yet  that  tiiey  dare  not 
encoarage  the  TcntUation  of  public  opinion  on  this  matter.  Let  them  have  no  more 
suspicion  thrown  npon  the  condaot  of  their  ministers  when  they  took  part  In  this 
discussion.  If  it  was  within  the  proyinee  of  their  ministers  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion,  then  why  shonld  they  pass  snch  a  resolution  as  this  t  fie  regretted  Mr. 
Howie's  references  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Established  Ohnrdi,  for  he  thought  in 
present  circumstances  they  might  liaTc  let  that  alone,  aa  they  had  enough  to  do  with 
themselTca.  (Hisses,  and  cries  of  « No,  no/')  If  Mr.  Howie  believed  that  these 
deficiendee  of  the  Established  Charoh  difTered  from  the  original  principles  of  the 
Sefoimed  Church  in  a  great  measure,  if  he  waa  anxious  to  get  these  gone  into^  why 
should  he  not  let  them  get  an  authoritatite  Commission  to  inquire  into  these 
things)  (Applause.)  Almost  erery  Scotch  member  of  Parliament,  as  wnll  ss 
English  membiers,  had  gone  up  to  the  present  House  of  Commons  upon  the  disilinet 
understanding,  if  not  pledged,  that  before  anything  waa  done  with  regard  to  Ute 
Disestablishment  of  the  Charch  there  would  be  a  just,  fair,  and  imparSsA  inwesti- 
gation  into  the  question  of  the  position  of  the  different  Churches.  This  Ohareh, 
taking  the  lead  as  it  ought  to  do,  should  take  up  the  position  of  welcoming  anefa  an 
inquiry,  for  it  was  only  the  inevitable^  logical  conclusion  of  all  the  debating  on  this 
qaestion,  that  they  should  have  an  impartial  investigation  and  the  fair  Judgment  ef 
the  oountiy  upon  the  question.  He  maintained,  however,  that  the  Dlsestabliahment 
of  the  Scottish  Church  took  place  at  the  Disruption.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  waa  a  fore- 
gone conclusion  in  that  respect  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  all  very  well  for  those  of  the 
Established  Church  to  talk  of  the  National  Chureh,  but  for  ten  years  before  the 
Disruption  the  party  who  came  out  had  a  distinct  majority,  and  tn  the  Assembly  of 
1842  ihey  had  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  it  was  only  by  an  act  of  the  groasest 
spoliation  and  injustice  tliat  they  were  deprived  of  their  buildings.  The  principles 
of  the  Befoimed  Church  of  Scotland,  the  principlea  of  John  Knox  and  Thomas 
Chalmers,  were  not  held  by  the  Established  Church  of  ScoUand.  (Applause.)  A 
Commission  would  bring  that  fact  to  light,  and  make  it  patent.  The  Oommisalon, 
too,  would  inquire  especially  into  the  interests  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  (HeaTr 
hear.)  For  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  they  had  been  agitating  in  this  House,  and 
passing  resolutions  and  presenting  petitions,  and  the  queation  was  no  farther 
advanced.  {**  Oh,  oh.")  If  a  Royal  Commission  was  appointed.  It  would  find  that 
the  money  intended  for  the  improvement  of  the  religions  wellbebig  of  the  Highland 
people  was  being  squandered  upon  a  few  men  who  had  no  right  to  it  (Applause.) 
The  fact  was  that  if  these  people  in  the  North  of  Scotland  could  connect  themselves 
with  a  few  Irishmen  and  demand  home  rule  they  would  get  justice.  (Laughter.) 
The  fact  was  they  were  too  orderly  in  the  North,  and  too  quiet  for  the  present  state 
of  things.  He  would  say  this  one  point  alone  deserved  a  Royal  Commisaion.  The 
money  intended  by  their  forefathers  and  fonndera  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  promote 
religion  in  these  remote  glens  and  parishes  in  the  North  of  SooUand  was  squandered 
on  purposes  and  men  for  whom  it  was  never  intended.  He  said  this  aa  a  Liberal 
—(applause) — ^tliat  if  Parliament  could  not  come  to  a  determination  very  speedily 
npon  a  settiement  of  this  question  that  would  be  fair  to  all  parties  c<mcemed,  then 
he  would  say  they  would  be  entitied  to  demand  a  Royal  Oommiasien,  and  tha^the 
Claim  of  Right  shall  be  opened  upk    (Applause.) 

The  MODERATOR  aaked  if  any  Member  was  deairons  of  mpporting  6ir 
Henry  Monosekflrs  motion  t 
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Br.  a  B.  DAVIDSON,  EdiAbnigh,  said  he  belonged  to  the  old  sehool,  and  had 
Bot  departed  in  one  iota  from  hia  original  prmeiplea.  He  held  that  the  Claim  of 
Bight  ooght  all  akng  to  have  had  a  higher  poeition  in  their  eetlmatlon  than  it  had 
obuined  of  late  jeaia.  It  was  now  too  late  to  go  to  Parliament  in  terms  of  that 
CUiffl.  Hie  memben  of  the  Free  Ghorch  had  drifted  awaj  to  a  gr6at  extent  from 
their  oij^aal  positiom  .alonje  with  Br.  Begg.  He  eoold  ny  that,  when  an  Established 
Guneh  minister,  he  had  had  much  eomfort  and  eneoaragement  and  entire  freedom, 
■atil  interfered  with  bj  the  Court  of  Session.  Tiiat  though  now  he  nerer  expected 
to  see  an  Establiahment  reeonstmcted  on  proper  principles,  still  he  considered  it 
light  to  lift  np  hia  teaUmony  in  behalf  of  such,  and  especially  that  nothing  should 
begone  (aa  ia  Dr.  Bainy's  motion)  to  predude  the  possibility  of  such  reconstruction. 

Mr.  COWAK,  Troon,  pointed  out  that  their  aetion  must  of  necessity  pass  into 
the  political  arena.  It  was  said  there  was  to  be  no  aetion  on  Disestablishment 
is  the  present  Parliament;  but  howerer  that  might  be  binding  on  those  who  made 
that  statement^  in  so  far  as  Umj  as  a  Church  were  eoneemed,  they  were  perfectly 
free.  Tktj  were  there  in  the  proridenee  of  Qod  to  look  at  the  existing  state  of 
■Atteis,  and  to  do  their  duty  in  the  dreumatances.  He  referred  to  the  difficulties 
which  country  ministera  espedally  encountered  through  the  anomaly  of  Establish- 
Best  He  stated  that  there  was  not  a  relationahip  of  life,  landlord  or  tenant, 
aistcr  er  aemmt^  Sabbath-school  teacher  or  neighbour,  that  was  not  inrolTed  in 
lentos  entanglement  in  regard  to  ereiything  they  set  themselTcs  to  do  for  the 
vtUheiag  of  the  nation ;  inataneing  in  illustration  a  case  where  Sabbath-school 
tachsn  had  taken  an  intereat  in  some  children  connected  with  no  Church  and  cared 
iof  hf  Bene,  when  they  were  complained  against  by  the  Established  Church  on  the 
gnmd  thai  these  children  nominally  belonged  to  the  Establishment.  He  declared 
hiaaelf  as  haTiog  no  feith  in  a  Boyal  Commission  for  such  a  purpose,  because  he 
ihinght  a  Boyal  Commission  waa  not  a  good  instrument  for  inquiring  into  prln- 
cipicB,  howerer  good  it  might  be  for  inquiring  into  facts. 

Kc  KSKKETH  K'DOKALD,  Applecross— I  quite  agree  with  much  of  what 
Dr.  Sainy  has  said  so  powerfully  and  pointedly.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  if  we 
let  the  SsUblished  Church  alone  that  it  will  soon  disesUblish  itself.  Principal  Rainy 
sisiimes  that  there  are  Ahithophels  over  the  way  who  hare  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  their  work  ao  far  as  they  bawe  gone,  therefore  the  wisest  course  for  him  and  for 
the  Chnreh  to  follow  would  be  to  let  them  go  on  with  their  work  and  bring  it  to  a 
■aeeesafel  termination.  Under  these  circumstanees,  the  motion  of  Sir  Heniy  Men- 
creiff  ou^t  to  satisfy  us  alL  We  were  told  not  long  ago  that  LordBeaconsfield 
WIS  entirely  guided  by  Dr.  Begg— (loud  langhter)— and  now  I  take  for  granted  that 
3Ir.  Qladsione  will  be  entirely  guided  by  Principal  Bainy.  With  that  powerful  in- 
itnment  the  Principal  may  accomplish  his  own  ends  without  committing  the 
Chsreh  to  any  line  of  aetion  that  might  be  found  inconTcnient  at  some  future  time. 
I  support  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff. 

Kr.  HUGH  H'lKTOSH,  Glasgow— On  the  ere  of  the  Disruption  Dr.  Chalmers 
nid,  **  The  time  for  argument  is  passed,  and  the  time  for  action  has  come/'  and 
these  words  are  quite  as  applicable  now  as  then.  In  fact,  the  subject  has,  as  far  at 
kastaa  this  Chnreh  is  concerned,  been  argoed  out;  and  anything  new  in  the  way 
ef  aignment  it  is  unnecessaiy  as  it  ia  almost  impossible  to  prodace  by  those  now 
moring  for  Disestablishment  This  is  manifest  even  on  the  face  of  the  motions 
beAne  the  Hons&  Professor  HacGregor's  motion  proceeds  upon  the  assumption 
that  it  is  needless  now  to  argue  that  some  action  has  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
Establisliment^  and  implies  that  the  only  question  now  is  what  kind  of  action,  and 
uks  the  appointment  of  a  Boyal  Commission  to  ascertain  the  mind  of  the  people 
d  Scotlaiid  as  to  what  action  will  be  best  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs  motion  is,  as 
sssal,  what  might  be  called  a  standstill  motion — (laughter)-^but  even  it  does  not 
stteoipt  to  defend  the  continued  existence  of  the  Established  Church ;  but,  on  the 
coairaiy,  asserts  that  its  position  is  untenable;  implies  that  every  Free  Churchman 
ihould  protest  sgainst  its  continusnce ;  and  manifestly,  therefore,  implies  that  the 
FWaMiahed  Chnrdi  should  be  disestablished :  and  although  his  policy  is  a  halting 
peiliey,  flowing  from  an  extreme  melwure  of  Scotch  caution,  still  even  with  him 
there  is  no  attempt  to  argue  against  the  necessity  for  Disestablishment,  but  only  a 
qsestion  as  to  the  time  at  which,  and  the  manner  in  which,  this  Disestablishment 
•hall  be  aceompliihed,  and  this  arising  from  an  unreasonable  and  ndbelieviDg  fear 
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of  what  may  come  after;  and,  doubtless,  when  others  less  hardened  with  snch  need, 
less  alarms  and  paralyaing  fears  find  out  the  proper  way,  Str  Henrj  Monereiff  and 
those  that  follow  him  will  donbtleas — though,  as  usual,  a  little  late — ^be  fonnd,  along 
with  their  brethren,  wondering  at  their  own  hesitation  and  imaginary  alarms. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)  And  as  for  Principal  Balny's  motion — for  which,  of 
course,  we  almost  all  mean  to  Tote — (laughter}-~it  not  only  breathes  action  in 
CFory  line  of  it,  but  action  plain,  deeisire,  prompt,  and  uncompromising,  and  aooads 
like  the  about  of  the  trumpet  summoning  the  gathering  hosts  to  Scotland's  last 
And  great  battle  for  eivil  and  religions  liberty.    (Applause.) 

I  say  the  battle  of  civil  and  religions  liberty,  and  I  say  fo  adyisedly.  It  ia  for 
religions  liberty,  for  aa  long  as  the  Established  Church  is  in  the  enslared  poaiCion 
in  which  she  is,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  people  of  our  natire  land  are  in  bond- 
age spiritually.  Thla  was  the  position  they  submitted  to  at  the  Disruption,  that 
they  ahould  be  subject  to  Csssar  instead  of  Christr-r-that  they  would  receive  their 
orders  in  spiritual  things  from  the  decisions  of  the  dTil  courts,  instead  of,  and  even 
when  opposed  to,  the  declsionB  of  Christ  This  was  the  position  they  took  up  at 
the  Disruption,  as  is  proved  in  the  unanswerable  "  Protest**  and  "Claim  of  Bisht,** 
And  they  liave  not  got  out  of  this  position  by  anything  that  has  been  done  ainee. 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  fatten  of  that  bondage  hare  only  been  fastened  on-  them 
more  firmly  than  ever.  First  came  Lord  Aberdeen's  Act,  which,  as  Dr  Buchanan 
well  said,  put  the  congregation  under  the  heel  of  the  Presbytery,  and  next  pot  the 
Freab^teiy  under  the  heel  of  the  Court  of  Session.  Kext  came  Sir  James  Graham's 
Act»  for  quoad  wacra  churches,  which  compels  the  Established  Church  to  aubTcrt 
Preabyterianism  by  destroying  the  purity  of  its  ministers,  and  forbida  many 
ministers  to  have  aeats  in  church  courts,  and  makes  the  Established  Church,  every 
time  it  seeks  to  erect  a  chapel  into  a  quoad  $acra  church,  like  Paul,  appear  before 
CsBsarin  bonds — ^the  neoesaity  of  having  an  endowment  of  £120  forming  the  one 
chain,  and  of  iiaving  the  heritora'  consent  the  other, — ^but  with  this  essential  diflfer 
once,  that  Paol  stocd  there  aa  an  injured,  complaining  ireeman,  while  they  stand 
exulting  as  willing  slaves.  Then  came  Lord  Belhaven^a  Act,  laying  down  rules  for 
discipline  for  the  Sstabllahed  Church,  and  on  the  avowed  ground  that  in  this  purely 
spiritual  matter  she  had  no  inherent  power  to  do  this  for  herself.  And  last,  and 
worst  of  all,  came  the  Patronage  Act^  which  compela  the  Established  Church  in  the 
election  of  ministers  to  do  many  things  that,  by  decisions  of  her  own  General 
Assembly,  she  resolved  not  to  do.  Cf  course  they  say  they  do  not  fed  their 
bondage;  on  the  contrary,  they  love  it     Yea,  they  fight  for  it,  for 

"Slaves  fight  for  what  were  better  east  away. 
The  chain  that  binds  them,  and  the  tyrant's  swsy." 

Bat  this  should  only  the  more  call  forth  our  pity  and  our  aid.  They  do  not  know 
their  condition.  (Lsnghter.)  But  when  we,  by  Disestablishment,  set  them  free 
they  will  bless  us  for  it-* (laughter)— thank  us  that  we  did  not  leave  them  in  their 
blindness  and  bondage,  and  wonder  that  they  were  content  ao  long  to  live  in  anch 
a  state.    (Laughter  and  applause.) 

But  it  is  idso  the  battle  of  civil  liberty.  For  in  this  oountiy  the  independence 
of  the  Church  was  always  identified  with  the  independence  of  the  nation,  and  there- 
fore its  spiritual  independence  was  specially  provided  for  in  the  union  between 
England  and  Scotland.  And  therefore  in  this  contest  there  is  virtually  at  atake, 
not  only  all  that  was  gained  by  Knox  in  the  presence  of  the  Scottish  Parliament, 
and  all  that  was  maintained  by  Melville  in  the  presence  of  the  Scottish  king,  and 
all  that  was  contended  for  to  the  death  by  Richard  Cameron,  and  thousands  more, 
on  Scotland's  hills  and  moors;  bnt  also  all  that  was  defended  at  Falkirk  by 
Scotland's  hero-guardian,  and  all  that  was  won  at  Bannockbum  by  Scotland's 
hero-king.  (Applause.)  Bnt  for  ourselves  as  well  as  for  them,  we  have  to  fight 
for  civil  and  religions  liberty.  In  many  waya  since  the  Disruption  we  have  been 
largely  deprived  of  these.  Oar  schoolmasters  were  turned  adrift  from  their  oflices, 
because  they  adhered  to  the  Free  Church.  Oar  chapels  of  ease  were  wrongfully 
taken  from  us  by  legal  deeisiona  because  the  people  joined  the  Free  Church.  Sites 
were  long  and  often  refused,  ao  that  our  suflTering  people  had  to  worship  in  the  open 
air — on  Uie  bare  hillsides  and  among  the  rocka  beside  the  sea.  Landlord  influence 
has  been  working  against  us  most  cruelly  down  till  this  veiy  hour.    The  funds  and 
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■uafvmeBt  of  the  Society  for  ilie  Propag^aiion  of  Ohristian  Knowledge  in  the 
RighUndi  vere  taken  awaj,  and  put  entirely  under  their  eontrol  to  keep  out  the 
Free  Chueh,  although  almost  the  whole  Highlanda  adhered  to  her.  All  the  legie- 
Ution  for  the  Bstahliahed  Church  since  has  been,  aa  is  confeased  by  many,  "  to  dish*' 
(be  Free  Chnreh.  Pamphlets  full  of  untruths  hare  been  circulated  orer  all  the 
iud  aaoDg  our  people  to  try  to  bring  them  back  to  Egypt  The  Baird  ''ailler" 
]o\\cf  WIS  used  to  seduce  people  from  our  Communion ;  and  noble  aervice*  has  It 
^vn  to  our  Dissenting  Churches  in  freeing  us  of  some  of  our  encumbrances. 
.  Uughter  and  applause.)  The  oatmeal  policy,  too,  lias  been  tried — -"perhaps  many 
dea't  kaov  what  that  is — ^giving  bags  of  oatmeal  to  some  of  our  Highlanders  to 
Inv  them  away  to  the  EstabllAment.  The  parish  ministers— as  they  Tainly  call 
.bemselres — ^risit  regularly,  especially  in  the  country  districts,  our  people,  to  try 
'4  ditv  them  away ;  and  thia  ia  sometimes  done  to  the  neglect  of  their  own. 
Lughter.)  In  one  ease  I  know,  thia  was  so  much  done  that  their  own  people 
were  disgusted  at  it,  and  aome  of  them  left  the  minister  and  joined  the  Free 
tknck,  and  then  said  to  him  when  he  called,  that  they  would  expect  to  be  visited 
WW  ilthoogh  they  had  not  been  burdened  with  that  before.    (Applause.) 

The  eontinued  eziatenoe  of  the  Batabliehment  ia  itself  a  standing  political  in« 
joHioe^-a  monopoly — ahewing  favour  to  a  sect — the  worst  and  last  of  all  mono- 
peBei  It  is  not  Uie  Church  of  Scotland,  although  they  arrogate  to  themselTei 
tbtTenexablenamo— (applauae) — and  I  am  aorry  to  hear  aome  Free  Churchmen 
RBctimes  giving  it  to  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Chnreh  of  Scotland  1  No,  they 
«  Bet  the  Chnrdi  of  Scotland;  but  they  are,  aa  Hugh  Miller  said,  ''The  sham 
Ckni  of  Scotland.**  (Applause.)  They  are  not  the  Church  of  Scotland,  for  they 
vtmAjt  seet,  a  much  less  sect  than  they  wonld  try  to  make  themselves  to  be, — 
l<ii  tbi  a  third  of  the  people  of  Scotland.  And  if  they  have  not  the  people  of 
^Seelhad,  still  leaa  have  they  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  (Applause.) 
isd  therefore  aa  patriots,  caring  for  the  civil  and  religious  liberty  of  our  land,  we 
itt  ailed  upon  to  do  all  we  can  to  pnt  this  greatest  hindrance  to  onr  country's 
•reedflia  oat  of  the  way.     (Applause.) 

Ia  the  Itttereats  of  education,  too,  we  are  called  to  do  the  same  thing.  The 
e^tioQ  of  the  yonth  of  our  country  always  held  a  high  place  in  the  minds  of 
nfenoen,  alongalde  of  the  civil  and  religioua  liberty  and  wellbeing  of  the  conntty. 
t)tt  money  at  preaent  squandered  in  supporting  the  Established  Church  should  be 
pna  to  supply  a  free  education  to  the  people.  This,  according  to  the  Word  of 
M.  is  a  rollgioua  purpose,  and,  according  to  our  Scottish  reformers  and  the  first 
book  of  discipline,  is  placed  on  a  level  with  the  support  of  the  Church  as  religious. 
And,  therefore,  on  the  Establiahment  principle,  since  we  cannot  now  devote  theae 
fftsdi  to  1^  Buppori  of  the  Church,  we  should  give  them  to  this  other  strictly  reli- 
xwn  and  nationnl  purpose  on  which  all  are  agreed.  And  there  is  a  somewhat 
:jBBiiag  bet  in  eonnecUon  with  this  that  has  oome  under  my  notice, — that  the 
>»eigmeat  for  education  and  the  stipends  of  the  Established  Church  ministers 
^"^ne  to  abont  the  aame  amountw  (Laughter.)  So  that  the  funds  can  nicely  and 
seitly  he  handed  over  from  the  one  to  the  other.    (Laughter  and  applause.) 

As  Presbyterians,  too,  wishing  to  see  the  whole  evangelical  Preabyterianism  of 
osr  eoontry  united  in  one  great  Church,  we  should  seek  this.  I  do  not  say  that  we 
vooid  unite  at  once  with  the  Establishment  as  soon  aa  ahe  is  disestablished.  On 
^  eoatrazy,  some  of  It,  I  hope,  we  would  never  unite  with.  But  whatever  is  good 
ad  enagelieal  in  it  we  could  unite  with ;  and  thia  cannot  be  done  till  the  barrier 
«f  Sstsblishment  is  away,  and  the  evangelical  people  in  the  Established  Church  are 
Mt  free  to  unite  with  the  other  great  evangelical  Presbyterian  Churches  of  the  land 
m  one  laige,  vigorous  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland.    (Applause.) 

Bat  above  all,  it  is  aa  Christian  men,  and  in  the  interests  of  vital  religion,  that 
*e  ikoold  seek  DiaesUblishment.  The  EsUbliahed  Church  is  founded,  as  Hugh 
Mnior  well  said,  on  a  principle  antagonistic  to  religion— on  a  principle  that  often 
biadcred  the  influence  of  the  religioua  principle,  but  that  never  in  any  age  or  land 
^i^eted  as  a  religion.  And  it  was  for  professing  thia  that  they  were  established. 
B^es,  the  gospel  preached  ia  largely  Moderatism — really  another  gospel.  That 
*■*  the  case  at  the  I>ismption,  and  it  is  ao  largely  atill.  And  many  of  onr  miniatcrt 
^  tell,  sa  onr  Home  Mission  reports  show,  that  when  any  work  of  grace  begins  in  a 
r^ce,it]s  the  hindnmce  and  the  opposition  of  the  Established  Church  minUters  that 
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they  hare  generally  meet  to  fear.    And  here  i  moat  refer  to  a  ipecUnaa  of  tiiii  kind 
*of  religion  that  la  now  being  preached  and  pabliahed  aa  the  new  and  only  gospel  to 
the  people  of  Scotland  by  miniatere  of  the  SstabllBhed  Chareh,  aet  forth  in  this 
book  (holding  np  a  large  octavo  Tolnme)  which  I  hold  in  my  hand«    Thii  book 
waa  recently  pabliehed  by  a  number  of  Eatabliahed  Ghnreh  miniaten ;  and  of  it  I 
ean  aay»  after  reading  it,  what  waa  said  to  me  by  an  honoured  member  of  tlut 
House,  that  there  haa  no  snch  nnchriatian  book  been  publiahed*  by  any  bearing  the 
name  of  Chriat^  in  Scotland,  since  the  days  of  John  Enox,  or,  in  UiCi,  in  Ita  wikole 
hiatory  as  a  religiona  nation — a  book  in  which  there  la  less  of  the  gospel  thta  ia 
in  almost  the  worst  of  the  Sociniana  or  XJnitatiana ;  yea»  a  book  in  which  there  U 
leea  real  religion  than  can  be  found  in  the  writinga  of  Cicero  or  Plato,    I  ihall 
make  one  quotaUon.    In  a  aermon  on  "  The  thlnga  which  cannot  be  ahaken,**  1  find 
among  the  thlnga  which  can  be  shakent  and  which  are  "  specially  untenable,"  sod 
that  moat  paaa  away — "  {I),  The  descent  of  man  from  the  Adam  of  the  book  of 
Genesia ;  (2),  The  fall  of  that  Adam  from  a  atate  of  original  righteousnesa  by  eating 
the  forbidden  fruit;  (3),  The  imputation  of  Adam'a guilt  to  all  hia  poateiity;  (4), 
The  eonaeqnent  death  of  all  men  in  sin ;  (6),  The  redemption  in  Chriai  of  an  cIm* 
tion  according  to  grace ;  (6),  The  quickening  i^  the  elect  of  a  new  life ;  (7),  The 
eternal  punishment  and  perdition  of  those  who  remain  unregenerate.'*    And  ia 
looking  over  the  book  I  find  such  doctrines  u  the  following  denied,  repudiated,  and 
roTiled  in  aome  placet: — ^That  there  waa  no  sinlesa  Adam  in  a  ainleas  Paradiae; 
no  fill  of  man ;  no  imputation  of  the  guilt  of  the  first  Adam,  or  of  the  righteoomeH 
of  tJie  aeoond;  no  deatii  in  sin ;  no  redemption  of  the  elect  in  Chriat;  no  regenen- 
tion  or  new  birth  to  spiritual  life ;  no  election  of  grace;  no  atonement  by  the  blood 
of  Chriat ;  no  forgiveneas  of  sin  in  the  Bible  sense  of  forgireneaa;  that "  we  do  not 
belcome  Cbriatiana,  but  are  so  from  our  birth; "  that  "  the  miraculooa  namtives  o( 
the  Gospels,  Inatead  of  being  a  help,  are  a  burden  to  faith ; "  '*  the  miraoles  belong 
to  the  poetiy  of  religion  "  of  no  use  now,  and  ariae  aa  all  the  fabulooa  mirsdeA  U 
other  religions  ha^re  done ;  that  there  ia  no  xesuxrection  of  the  dead,  aa  set  forth  in 
the  Scriptures;  no  final  and  general  judgment  at  the  end  of  the  world,  but  only  the 
operation  of  certain  natural  lawa  now  and  alwaya ;  no  ererlaating  puniahment  of  the 
wicked;  no  fixed  standard  or  idea  of  duty,  bat  one  Taxying  in  OTcry  age  and  iadi* 
Tidoal ;  that "  all  the  help  "  that  men  "  need  or  can  possibly  obtain  ia  to  be  enoounged 
to  exert  that  (their  own)  power."    They  admit  that  «  Paul  doea  seem  to  oounteninoe 
theae  doctrines  of  substitution  and  imputation  which  they  reject.    But  from  Paul 
rMininng  they  appeal  to  Paul  speaking  out  of  the  deptha  of  hia  profound  spiritul 
inaight'*    These,  then,  are  the  doctrlnea  that  are  being  published  by  ministera  of 
the  Eatabliahed  Church,  and  in  the  name  of  national  religion;  and  published,  too, 
with  impunity.    I  am  Tery  much  miataken  if,  when  Dr.  Begg  and  Dr.  Kenaedy 
read  tnat  book,  and  see  that  thia  ia  the  sort  of  thing  that  ia  being  preached  and 
publiahed  by  ndniaters  of  the  Eatabliahed  Church,  aa  the  repreaentatiToa  of  national 
religion,  there  wiU  be  no  more  eloquent  tongnea — (applanae) — thsn  Uteini  in  de- 
manding that,  in  the  interesta  of  our  natlon'a  religion,  thia  state  of  thin^  ahsll  kaT« 
an  end.    (Applause.)    Why,  we  hear  a  great  deal  against  Popery  now«  and  ilghtlj, 
too,  but  I  tell  you  deliberately  that  I  hare  more  in  common  with  Popery  than  with 
the  Paganiam  of  that  book.    (Applause.)    Why,  sir,  I  shall  underUke  to  get  Car 
more  of  the  goapel  in  the  deoreea  of  the  Council  of  Trent  than  in  it.    (Applanae.) 
And  are  we  to  atand  by  and  see  snch  doctrines  aa  theae  published  by  the  repreaen* 
tatlTCs  of  national  religion,  and  by  means  of  national  xeaonrcea,  and  for  which  vOp 
aa  dUzens,  are  reaponaiblel    No,  ne?er;  we  ahall,  and  aa  religioua  men,  Talning 
oor  countiy's  higheat  weal,  we  moat  not  rest  in  our  atmggle  tUl  we  terminate  it 
with  triumph.    (Apphtuse.) 

And  it  ia  no  answer  to  thia  to  say  that  there  ia  or  mi^  be  here^  in  our  ova 
Church.  Whaterer  may  oome  of  the  great  case  under  our  conaideration,  there  ia 
not  in  it,  or  in  any  part  of  our  Free  Qiurch,  anything  for  one  moment  to  be  con* 
pared  with  the  heatheniam  of  thia  book.  (Applanae.)  And  here  I  may  be  permitted 
to  say  of  my  esteemed  profeasor,  now  on  Mai,  under  whom  I  sat  for  two  years,  that 
I  know  of  no  man  in  our  Church  who  appeared  more  cordially  to  receiTo,  and  more 
earnestly  to  hold,  those  doctrinea  of  grace  which  in  this  book  are  denied,  repudi« 
ated,  andcaricatured.  (Much  applause.)  It  ia  a  sign  of  life  in  our  Church  that  we  deal 
with  any  iTmptoma  of  hereby,  while  the  Bitabliahed  Church  learei  it  qidetly  alen«> 
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Tba  gmt  Pitt  nid,  in  an  important  political  criiis,  **  Agitate^  agitate,  agitate ;  ** 
and  the  great  Dr.  Chalmers  said  at  the  DUraption,  "  Organise,  oreanlse,  oiganiee." 
Let  OS  pot  both  together — ^agitate  and  oiganUe — ^and  we  cannot  lail  to  cany  the 
iij.    Tunes  are  in  onr  faTonr ;  the  tide  is  rising ;  Disestablishment  is  in  the  air : 
the  edacstion  of  the  young  has  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Established  Chnreli 
ministen^  and  placed  on  a  national  basis ;  the  proclamation  of  banns,  by  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Howie  and  others,  has  also  been  taken  from  them ;  by  Hr.  Macphidl's  efforts 
the  fimdi  and  management  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  Christian  Know- 
ledge will  also  soon  be  taken  out  of  their  hands.    (Laughter  and  applause.)    And  we 
bre  evidently  ProTidence  on  our  side.     By  the  Patronage  Act  they  hare  made  ten 
Dveftablishment  men  for  one  that  was  before ;  by  the  Public  Worship  Begulations 
ict  a  powerful  Disestablishment  party  has  been  ndsed  up  within  the  bosom  of  the 
Ctiorch  of  Eogland.    The  Tories  hare  been  turned  out  of  power.     (Laughter.)     Our 
fneada  are  now  in  power — (applause) ;  and  the  Dissenting  Churches  in  Scotland  did 
aaeh  to  place  them  there,  while  the  Established  Church  ministers  almost  to  a  man 
vcQt  in  for  Toryism.    Let  us  tell  our  friends  the  Liberals,  then,  that,  as  we  have 
cone  them  a  good  turn,  we  now  expect  them  to  do  something  for  us.    We  haTe  Hr. 
Gisditooe— {applause}— -the  disestablisher  of  the  Irish  Church — as  Premier,  who 
tfb  u  to  say  what  we  want,  and  he  will  glre  it    We  have  Lord  Hartington  saying 
*it  lame,  and  the  Liberals  all  waiting  to  see  what  we  shall  say.    (Applause.) 
Are  we,  then,  to  sit  still,  as  Sir  Henry's  motion  proposes,  like  dumb  dogs,  when 
nch  in  opportunity  is  presented  1    (Applause.)    Kerer ;  we  must  go  forward.     I 
tnM  tppeal  especially  to  my  friends  the  Highlanders — ^for  I  am  a  Highlander — 
\Wagkter) — ^to  rise  np  aiid  take  their  share  in  this  great  work.  You  hare  had  to  suffer 
at^  erer  since  the  Disruption  through  these  Moderates.    They  haye  persecuted 
rc-«,  ttd  banished  tou'  to  tiie  moors,  hills,  and  seashores  to  worship  God  by  using 
\kn  iailiience  with  proprietors  against  you.    They  have  tried  to  deceive  you  and 
Mds£e  jott  firom  your  Church ;  but  by  your  fkithfalness  they  have  failed.    They 
bre  deprived  yon  of  the  funds  that  belong  to  you  for  the  education  of  your  chil- 
cm ;  and  now  they  will  try  by  such  writings  as  these  to  deprive  you  of  your 
relifiou— the  religion  of  your  fathers,  and  so  endeared  to  you  by  noble  struggles 
ud  predoQS  consolations.    As  a  Highlander,  then,  I  would  eall  on  you  to  rise  as 
.^  man  and  demand  that  this  state  of  things  shall  have  an  end.    (Applause.) 
Aad  u  doing  so  remember  that  you  arb  only  doing  what  .the  Disruption  worthies 
^  before,  at^  and  after  the  Disruption,  declared  they  would,  by  their  very'prln- 
ciplet,  be  bound  to  do.    I  am  amazed  to  hear  Dr.  Begg  again  to-day  repeating  that 
C't-refDted  absurdity  that  the  Disruption  i(iathers  would  not  have  done  ao.    Why, 
Aaembly  after  Assembly  their  very  words  have  been  quoted  to  show  that  they,  on 
DiinipUon  principles,  felt  themselves  bound  to  seek  the  overthrow  of  this  Erastian 
£«ubliahed  Church ;  and  the  same  has  been  published,  times  without  number,  and 
•rat  over  all  the  land.     (Applause.)    Let  us  all,  then,  together  rise  as  patriots  who 
^t  determined  to  secure  the  complete  civil  and  religious  liberty  of  our  country,  as 
Preibyterians  who  long  to  see  a  great,  united,  cTangelieal  Presbyterian  Church  in 
^  laad,  and  aa  Christian  men  resolved  to  see  pure  and  undefiled  religion  filling 
ill  our  borders,  and  never  cease  our  efforts  till  they  are  crowned  with  triumph,  as 
cnwned  they  soon  will  be — 

"For  freedom's  battle  once  begun, 
Bequeathed  by  bleeding  sire  to  son. 
Though  baffled  oft,  is  ever  won." 
Great  applanae.) 

Mr.  KACPHAIL,  Glasgow,  elder,  next  addressed  the  Assembly.  He  said  he 
qutfl  agreed  with  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff*s  motion  in  the  particulars  which  it  indicated. 
His  convietlona  to-day  were  just  as  strong  as  they  were  In  1843,  that  the  present 
«<eapieis  of  the  emoluments  of  the  Establishment  had  no  moral  or  legal  right  to 
tlkem.  He  made  that  a  different  question  altogether  from  the  unconditional  sweep- 
is?  away  of  the  framework  of  the  Scottish  Establishment. 

He  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  bringing  forward  such  "  heathenish  "  publications 
tt  the  one  sabmitted  by  Mr.  H'lntosh — (langhter) — publications  by  the  ministers 
of  the  Eitablished  Church.  That  was  not  our  work  at  all,  and  if  the  Establishment 
vm  overthiowB  to-morrow  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  by  a  mere  Act  of  Assembly, 
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without  a  proeesa  of  seini  mlracnloni  eonyenioxiB,  stop  these  men  from  writlog  neb 
heathenish  books.     (Ltnghter.) 

He  bad  a  three  months'  tonr  through  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  last  summer  in 
connection  with  the  Beformation  Society.  Though  his  business  was  principally 
with  Popery,  yet  this  question  of  the  relations  of  Church  and  State  was  pressed 
upon  his  attention  all  over  the  Highlands.  He  obserred  a  difficulty  which  gave  him 
a  good  deal  of  concern,  and  which  he  had  not  expected  to  meet  with.  The  people 
were  out  and  out  hostile  to  the  destrnction  of  the  framework  of  the  Establishment ; 
and  eqaally  hostile  to  union  or  association  with  the  Established  Church  in  its  pre- 
sent state ;  and  in  riew  of  the  union  which  it  was  proposed  should  immediately  take 
effect  between  the  Free  and  other  disestablished  churches  with  the  Established 
Church  when  disestablished  and  disendowed,  their  determination  was,  that  whatever 
oor  clergy  north  and  south  might  do  they  would  not  unite  with  the  present  EsU 
blished  Church  on  the  mere  ground  of  Its  being  disconnected  with  the  State.  He 
thought  this  opened  np  to  him  a  rather  gloomy  view  of  the  future  of  the  Highlandf. 
While  there  to  confess  that  the  liberality  of  the  Free  Church  Would  be  an  eternal 
praise  to  her  for  her  Interest  in  the  Highlands,  yet  he  was  there  to  declare  that  tbe 
Free  Church  had  never  yet  been  able  to  meet  folly  the  apiritnal  wants  of  the  High- 
lands, wants  which  called  Into  existence  the  West  Coast  Mission,  a  non-sectarisa 
association,  having  now  in  destitute  and  out-of-the-way  localities  upwards  of  twenty 
stations  with  permanently-settled  agencies 

Mr.  GRANT,  Tain — Moderator,  I  rise  to  order — (Intermptlon)^!  call  to  order 
because  the  statement  made  to  this  House  is  not  the  facU  (Loud  applause  and 
further  interruption.)    I  have  a  right  to  do  so,  Moderator. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCRBIFF— There  is  certainly  nothing  in  the  statement  of  tie 
member  now  addressing  the  Honse  which  is  disorderly.  Some  persons  may  think 
it  not  connected  with  t^e  subject  under  discussion.    (Applause.) 

Principal  RAINT — Mr.  Grant,  I  think,  will  have  an  opportunity  afterwards  of 
contradicting  the  statement  now  made. 

Mr.  MACPHAIL,  continuing,  said  he  might  be  allowed  to  make  another  remark 
to  show  the  strong  feeling  In  the  Highlands  against  Disestablishment — ^uncondi- 
tional Disestablishment — in  Scotland.  He  found  Teiy  few  ministers,  he  was  bappj 
to  say,  who  were  regarded  as  Disestablishers,  Wherever  he  found  them,  he  found 
that  their  congregations  were,  to  a  lamentable  extent,  alienated  from  them.  (Inter- 
ruption, laughter,  and  a  voice,  *'  That  is  not  the  fact.*^  A  number  of  these,  Inelod- 
ing  office-bearers,  stayed  away  from  church,  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of  remon- 
strating with  some  of  them  regarding  this.  He  put  it  thus  to  them,  that  supposbg 
they  differed  from  their  minister  on  this  question,  why  did  they  not  attend  on  ibe 
means  of  grace  if  they  had  no  fault  to  find  with  Uie  minister's  doctrine  1  He  sIbo 
said  to  a  number  of  them  that  he  heard  from  their  minister  most  excellent,  sonnd, 
and  evangelical  sermons ;  but  the  simple  answer  he  received  was,  that  their  stajisg 
away  was  the  only  way  of  testifying  against  their  minister.  (Loud  laaghter.)  He 
did  not  approve  of  that    (Renewed  laughter.) 

He' thought  in  the  meantime  that  they  should  do  nothing,  and  he  argued  that 
point  in  the  interest  of  their  own  Church.  He  deprecated  very  much  the  continned 
agitation  of  this  distracting  and  alienating  queation  from  year  to  year  without  com- 
ing to  any  specific  results,  or  without  indicating  what  was  to  be  put  into  the  place 
of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Macphail  proceeded  to  say  that 
ministers  did  not  know  what  office-bearers  had  to  contend  with  in  collecting  for  tbe 
schemes  of  the  Church.  Some  could  not  see  the  consistency  of  being  so  urgently 
pressed  to  increaaed  liberality  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  Scotland,  and  at  the  same 
time  keeping  up  an  agitation  for  the  confiscation  of  the  old  endowments  allotted  for 
Christian  work  in  the  country.  He  wanted  peiaee  on  this  other  ground,  that  in 
justice  to  the  great  man  who  was  honourably  ,and  justly  returned  ss  head  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  they  ought  not  to  raise  a  question  which  might  embarrass 
his  Government.  He  had  taken  the  Church  of  Scotland  under  his  protection  in  the 
meantime,  and  on  that  score  alone  he  thought  it  would  be  very  injudlcioui  to 
embarrass  him. 

The  MODERATOR  said  he  thought  if  the  last  speaker  had  kept  himself  more 
thoroughly  to  the  motion  he  was  supporting,  there  would  have  been  no  explansUoa 
required.     It  «as  the  duty  of  speakers  to  speak  to  the  motion  they  advocated,  boi 
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kafiAf  fUted  thingi  wUeh  other  membets'  of  the  Honse  had  ehallenged,  it  was 
n^ht  that  an  opportanitj  ahoald  be  given  to  Mr.  Grftut,  but  on  the  understanding 
lUi  be  sboald  not  make  n  speech.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  GBAl^T  sabmitted  to  the  Moderator's  anthority,  and  he  also  snbmitted  to 
kia  and  to  the  Assembly  that  a  great  institution  like  their  Church  was  challenged 
■pon  the  floor  of  this  Assembly.  This  is  well  known  to  those  who  knew  better 
Uan  the  spcsker  knew  what  was  the  state  of  UdngB,  and  were  able  to  answer  it. 
(ipplaoae^)  Mr.  M'Fhail  had  been,  he  said,  for  two  or  three  months  in  the  High. 
Uadi,  during  which  time  he  (Mr.  Grant)  had  had  the  iCortune  to  meet  him  in  the 
coorw  of  his  peregrinations.  (Loud  laughter.)  It  had  been  his  (the  speaker's) 
pririlege  to  be  oTcr  tho  whole  of  the  Highlands,  from  John  o'  Groat's  to  the  Mull 
«f  Kintyre,  and  he  would  a»j  in  this  Assembly  there  nerer  was  a  Church,  Estab- 
lithed  or  non-Bstablishod,  that  had  done  for  its  country  what  this  Free  Church  had 
(k»e  for  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  (Prolonged  applause.)  He  saw  in  the  House 
Dr.  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Aird,  of  Oriech,  who  knew  the  Highlands,  and  they  would 
bar  him  out  in  saying  that  the  Free  Church  had  aupplied  ordinances  for  the  High- 
iudt,  where  ordinances  had  not  been  supplied  since  the  Disruption,  and  probably 
vosid  not  hare  been  supplied  yet,  but  for  the  sake  of  dishing  the  Free  Church, 
fie  did  not  speak  uncharitably  in  making  this  statement*  At  all  eyents,  it  was 
^ell  known  that  the  Free  Church  had  estaUished  ordinances  in  almost  every  parish 
ii  tke  Highlands,,  parishes  otherwise  neglected  since  the  Disruption  till  this  time. 
Ai  ke  had  said,  if  ho  was  wrong,  there  were  two  ministen  of  the  Church  present. 
Dr.  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Aird,  who  could  contradict  him.  If  he  (the  speaker)  liad 
Mcd  anything  but  wliat  was  the  truth  in  regard  to  whi^  the  Free  Church  had  done 
fcrike  HighUmders,  and  the  attachment  of  the  Highlanders  to  the  Free  Church, 
kg  voold  submit  to  their  deoiuon  if  this  was  untrue.  But  to  stand  in  an  Assembly 
nkh  liad  given  its  thousands  to  the  Highlands,  and  standing  also  in  the  presence 
«ftkoae  seated  in  the  glories  behind  you  and  on  your  lef^  who  had  supplied  these 
Uooa^ds  to  the  Free  Church,  he  could  not^  with  their  permission,  sit  silent  and 
hat  soeh  statements.     (Loud  applause.) 

Provost  CAMPBSLL,  Greenock,  supported  Dr.  Baiuy's  motion — He  said  he  did 
sot  place  much  raloe  on  the  statement  made  by  the  previous  speaker  as  to  Uie 
<iiilerenee  of  opinion  between  ministers  and  people  on  the  queation  of  Disestablish- 
Beat.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  most  parts  of  the  coontiy  the  people  were  in  advance  of 
t^cir  miniatera  on  the  subject^  and  if  this  was  not  the  case  in  other  parts  it  was 
iiaply  becanso  the  people  were  ignorant  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Establisii- 
iseBt.  (Hear,  hear.)  Let  them  know  the  doctrines  which  were  current  among  the 
Bi&isters  of  that  denomination.  Let  them  know  the  contents  of  that  book  of 
«aiBoas  referred  to  by  Mr.  M'Intosh  so  ostentatiously  published  by  Bstablished 
Choreh  ministers,  and  he  was  sure  there  was  not  a  member  of  the  Free  Church  in 
Um  Highlanda  bnt  would  say  it  was  time  that  a  Churoh  whose  ministers  were  per- 
Biitted  to  issue  loch  a  book  was  disestablished.  (Applause.)  A  good  deal  had  been 
uid  by  their  friend  Dr.  Begg  and  others  in  condemnation  of  the  organs  and  liturgies 
•abversive  of  their  plain  Presbyterian  and  scriptural  mode  of  worsUp.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  would  like  to  point  out  to  Dr.  Begg  that  the  parties  who  were  foremost  in 
introdocing  these  innovations  were  the  young  ministers  who  were  trained  in  the 
iisUs  of  the  SstaUished  Church.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  It  wss  most  difficult 
te  andeistand  why  those  who  were  anxious  for  purity  of  doctrine  and  simplicity  of 
vorthip  were  anzions  to  keep  up  an  ISstabUshment  that  was  undermining  both. 
(Applause.) 

Dr.  BBGG — We  do  not  wish  to  keep  up  the  Bstablished  Church  in  iU  present 
coaditlon. 

Provost  CAMPBELL — ^Dr.  Begg  says  they  are  anxious  to  keep  up  the  Batab- 
iiiked  Church,  but  not  in  its  present  condition.  (Hear,  hear,  from  Dr.  Begg). 
Docs  the  reverend  doctor  not  think  that  if  the  Bstablished  Church  is  kept  up,  and 
SMS  on  prodncing  rationalistic  sermons  and  ritualistic  modes  of  worship,  that. 
'ctpoosibiUty  atta^ies  to  those  who  continue  to  support  it)  (Hear,  hear.)  Was 
there  the  least  probability  of  a  reform  of  the  present  Establishment  there  might  be 
•onethiag  to  be  said  for  the  position  taken  up  by  their  friends,  but  when  everybody 
who  oaderatands  the  question  sees  the  hopelessness  of  any  change  for  the  better,  it 
M«au  %  vsate  of  tine  to  w^t  any  longer*    In  my  opinion,  the  sooner  a  Church  that 
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ftUowi  doeftrinM  and  prMtieei  nilrrerBlfe  of  her  Sttndavds  to  ba  ianght  and  pneUied 
wiUi  imponitj  la  diaeatabUahod  tbe  better.     (Applanee.)    At  all  efents,  we  >ho«ld 
free  onraeWea  from  any  responaibility  in  eonneetion  with  aneh  teaching  ai  tke 
national  expenae.    (Hear,  hear.)    The  memben  of  the  Free  Ghoreh,  la  well  ai 
otbera,  were  boond  to  aee  that  the  national  fonda  were  applied  in  the  best  pooiUe 
waj  for  the  promotion  of  OTangelieal  tmth  and  the  wellbeing  of  the  people.   He 
acareely  thonght  any  of  them  wonld  maintain  that  thia  waa  ao  at  present    (Heir, 
hear.)    If  an  EatabUahed  Chnreh  waa  to  be  of  any  nae,  sarely  it  ahoald  be  in  thou 
diatrieta  where  the  people  were  poor  and  nnable  to  make  prorialon  for  religions 
ordinanoeiL    Bat  doea  the  existing  Eatabliahment  do  this  1    IUdb  the  Highlands, 
for  example.  Doea  ahe  do  ao  there  1  Certainly  not  In  the  Highlanda  the  Established 
Chnreh  doea  not  fiilfil  tho  end  for  which  it  waa  brooght  into  exiatenee.    Provision 
ia  made  for  the  people  by  the  Free  Chnreh,  and  in  many  inataneea  the  most  the 
EatabUahed  Chnreh  miniater  did  waa  to  draw  hia  stipend.     (Laughter  and  applnnse.) 
Referenoe  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Joseph  Wooid  to  the  alienee  regarding  Dis- 
eatabliahment  at  the  laat  election.    He  thooght  Mr.  Wood  might  hare  nndentood 
the  reaaon  of  that  without  farther  explanation.    He  waa  sure  most  of  them  knew 
the  reason.    It  waa  becaose  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  a  Ctoyemment  that  was  bring- 
ing the  conntty  into  diffionlties  of  a  aeriona  and  embanassing  kind.    (Hear,  hear, 
and  applanse.)    They  had  agreed  in  view  of  the  greater  eril  to  waive  Uie  question 
at  the  last  election,  bat  they  did  not  agree  to  allow  it  to  aleep-till  another  election 
came  ronnd.    (Hear,  hear.)    On  the  oontrarj,  they  were  encouraged  to  stir  the 
qnestion,  ao  that  the  people  might  be  thoronghlj  edocated  in  it  and  be  able  to  gire 
a  deeiaion  at  the  next  Parliamentazy  election.     (Applause.)     He  bellered  Uut 
Diaeatabliahment  wonld  be  beat  in  the  intereat  of  the  conntry,  aa  if  the  present 
iaatitution  was  once  semoved  the  best  of  the  ministers  would  no  doabt  be  prepared 
to  nnite  with  them  and  the  United  Preabyterians,  and  would  form  one  United  Free 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  would  be  a  blessing  to  all  Scotland.    (Applause.) 

*  Dr.  ADAM  brought  the  debate  to  a  close  by  replying  to  the  arguments  adraDced 
against  Dr.  Rainy 's  motion.    He  said  there  might  be  some  who  had  the  idea  that 
the  present  waa  not  a  very  suitable  time  for  the  discussion  of  this  qnestion.    He 
waa  entirely  of  a  different  opinion.    He  thought  thia  waa  precisely  the  time  for 
declaring  their  views,  and  doing  it  with  the  greatest  poesible  distinctness.    (Hear, 
hear.)    They  had  heard  from  leading  stateamen — statesmen  who  were  now  entnist«d 
with  the  reina  of  power — that  they  deaired  to  know  the  mind  of  SeoUand  on  the 
anbjeot    It  waa  the  very  time,  then,  for  the  country  to  speak  out,  and  alloir  no 
miatake  to  exiat  in  regard  to  what  it  thooght  and  what  it  wanted  reapecUog  the 
queation  at  issue.     He  must  advert  to  some  of  the  things  said  in  the  course  of  the 
diacussion.    He  might  be  allowed  to  refer,  first  of  all,  to  the  difficultlea  still  felt  b/ 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  whom  they  all  ao  much  regretted  to  differ  from  on  this  or  anj 
matter.    He  told  them  that  one  great  objection  which  he  had  to  the  course  followed 
by  Dr.  Bainy  and  others  of  them,  was  tiiat  they  were  linking  themselvea  with  tbe 
United  Preabytoriano — (hear,  hear)— and  that  they  were  going  along  with  them  in 
their  Liberation  views.     It  waa  sUiking  to  hear  Sir  Henzy  say  Uiat  he  had  been 
prepared  at  a  former  time,  and  he  supposed  would  be  prepared  still,  if  eireom- 
atancea  favoured,   to  unite  with  these  same  parties,  these  Liberationist  United 
Preabyterians,  in  one  Church,  they,  of  course,  holding  their  principlea,  and  he,  of 
coarse,  holding  his  principles.    Well,  if  Sir  Henry  was  ready  to  entet  into  a  con. 
nection  of  that  kind  with  them,  not  to  be  able  to  assoeiate  with  them  in  the  advocacy 
of  a  cause  like  that  of  Diaestablishment,  without  compromising  bis  own  opinions, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  very  atrsnge  indeed.    One  wonld  have  thonght  that  there  vu 
more  danger  in  being  bound  up  with  them  in  the  close  ties  of  Church  fellowship 
than  in  taking  part  with  them  to  a  Limited  extent  and  for  a  limited  time  in  the 
prosecution  of  tliis  particular  object.     (Applause.)    Another  difficulty  Sir  Heary 
had  waa  the  proposed  alienation  of  the  revenuea,  or  the  application  of  them  to  the 
purpoaea  of  education.    Need  he  remind  thia  Assembly  that  their  forefathers  always 
placed  education  in  a  high  position,  and  thought  it  waa  worthy  of  having  devoted  to 
it  a  conaideiable  part  of  the  fnnda  set  free  when  the  old  Popish  Batablishment  ms 
overthrown  in  tlie  country  at  the  eora  of  tbe  Reformation  1    He  did  not,  howerer, 
wiah  to  tie  hlmaelf  too  tightly  to  any  each  diapoaal  of  the  eecleaiaatical  rerennes 
when  DiaeatabUshment  should  be  eff'eeted«    That  waa  really  not  done  In  the  motiooi 
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fer  edaeitioB  was  given  rather  by  waj  of  apeeimen  Uian  anything  elae  of  the  kind  of 

objeda  to  wJdch  theaa  fonda  might  be  properly  and  adTantageoaaly  applied.    Bat 

Sir  He&iy'a  great  difficulty,  and  it  waa  one  at  which  he  had  long  atombled,  one 

which  ihij  had  in  Tain  hoped  to  aee  OTeioome  before  thia  time  by  the  coorae  of 

ttealM,  waa  that  they  ahonld  not  go  to  Parliament  nntil  they  were  able  to  tell  it 

exaeUy  how  DiaeatabUahment  waa  to  be  carried  ont^  and  what  waa  to  follow  in  ita 

(Ttia.    He  waa  afraid  of  losing  certain  of  the  old  aeeuritiea  for  the  Proteatant 

rcijgioo.    He  (Dr.  Adnm)  did  not  attach  ao  moch  Yalae  aa  Sir  Heniy  did  to  theae 

McoriUcs,  which  were  very  aoitable  at  the  period  when  they  were  enacted,  bat» 

pohipi^  were  not  ao  well  adapted  in  all  reapecta  to  that  in  which  they  themaelvea 

wen  new  liring.    Bat  waa  it  not  poasible  to  diaentangle  theae  aecoritiea  from  the 

autntenance  of  the  Eatabliahment  aa  it  now  exiated  in  Scotland  1    For  example, 

ns  the  Proteatant  aooceeaion  to  the  tlirone  ao  inaeparably  boand  up  with  the 

SiUUiahment  that  it  muat  be  aacrificed  in  the  event  of  the  lat^r  being  over- 

thrown  1    They  had  now  preaent  with  them  the  Moderator  of  the  Iriah  Preabyterian 

Ch8Teh->(app£uiae)— and  he  dared  aay  he  coold  tell  them  what  kind  of  difficnltiea 

were  started  Uiere  when  it  was  proposed  to  diaeatabliah  the  Bpiacopal  Church  ,of 

that  eooatiy.    If  he  waa  not  modi  mistaken,  one  of  the  great  bugbears — ^for  it  waa 

BoUuag  eiae — which  waa  held  up  to  terrify  the  people  on  the  subject  waa  tliat  thia 

tuna  Protestant  aueoeaaion  waa  in  danger.    The  Irish  <]huroh  had  been  deprived  of 

iU  State  connection  with  veiy  happy  reanlta  in  certain  reapecta,  and  yet  the  Qaeen 

Tu  dtiiog  on  the  throne  exactly  aa  ahe  did  before,  and  there  was  no  ehai^.  in  the 

old  leenrity  that  her  aneceaaor  moat  be  of  the  aame  Proteatant  faith.    (Applanae.) 

B«t  again,  waa  there  no  danger  that  if  the  legal  fencea  placed  around  the  national 

PreabTteiknJam  were  awept  away,  Epiacopacy  might  profit  by  the  change  and 

obtain  a  new  place  and  power  in  the  countiy.    In  reply  to  any  anch  objection,  it 

might  not  only  be  aaid  truly,  aa  had  been  done  by  Br.  Bainy,  that  Epiacopacy 

floBiiihed  by  meana  of  the  exiating  diviaiona  of  the  Preabyterian  Church,  gained 

Kibereats  sa  it  would  not  do  were  that  Church  strong  and  united ;  but  that-  the 

Scotch  Establishment  waa  led  by  the  foroe  of  circumstanoea,  by  ita  weaker  and 

beleagnered  condition,  to  lean  on  the  Engliah  Eatablishment,  to  draw  close  to  it  as 

ft  powerful  ally,  a  meana  of  defence;  and  that  thua  a  link  of  connection  waa  formed 

iu  man  fsvoorable  to  the  influence  of  Epiaoopa^  than  any  change  which  Dis- 

citahlidunent  oonld  effect  would  be  likely,  to  bring  about     (Applause.)     But 

upposing  they  were  all  of  one  mind  with  Sir  Heniy  aa  to  the  value  of  theae  ancient 

guranteca,  how  were  they  to  get  them  retained  ?    How  wen  they  most  eflfectually 

10  preserve  thran  t    Sir  Henry  admitted  that  the  atream  of  public  opinion  waa  all 

flowing  in  one  direction.    He  knew  that  Diaeatabliahment  was  in  prospect^  and  he 

tjld  them  that  they  ought  to  be  prepared  for  its  coming.    How  were  th^  to  act 

coder  theae  cireumatancea  1    Wero  they  to  keep  aloof  from  the  movement  altogether, 

cr  were  they  to  atep  in  and  give  it  a  right  dinction  t    Wero  they  to  hold  bai^,  or 

itrike  in  and  mould  it  ao  £sr  aa  they  could  in  accordance  with  their  own  viewa  and 

prineiplcat    If  they  wen  to  atand  aaide,  they  would  loae  all  influence  whatever. 

la  nch  a  pedtion  of  mattera,  he  thought  it  waa  oat  of  the  queation  that  they  ahonld 

i^t  a  motion  of  thia  deacription,  which  aaid  nothing  and  did  nothing,    ( Appiaoae.) 

He  eoold  not  conceive  what  possible  connection  there  was  between  religiona  educa- 

tioa  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Eatabliahed  Church,  as  Mr.  Kidston  seemed  to 

mftmtsia.    Waa  it  really  alleged  that  the  true  remedy  for  that  education  waa  not 

pftblie  pinion  aa  brought  to  bear  on  the  Legialaturo,  and  moro  diroctly  on  the 

School  Boarda  throughout  the  country  f    Dr.  Begg  supposed  that  the  landed  pro- 

prietoiB  of  Scotland  had  derived  more  peonniary  benefita  from  the  late  Education 

iet  than  he  (Dr.  Adam)  believed  they  actually  had  done.    They  were  told  that 

t^ese  gsnilemen  had  in  conaequenoe  put  aome  £48,000  or  £50,000  into  their 

P<^eta.    He  (Dr.  Adam)  found  it  waa  very  much  the  reverse  with  some  at  leaat  of 

their  number.    He  had  a  note  in  hla  hand  from  one  conaiderable  proprietor,  a 

luaher  of  thia  Aaaembly,  saying  that,  whereaa  he  paid  £14  a-year  befon,  he  iiad 

BOW  to  psy  £80  in  eonneetion  with  the  recent  Act,  and  hia  farmers  wero  aaaeaaed  to 

ft  nmilsr  extent.    Another  proprietor,  alao  an  elder  of  the  Church,  and  now  preaent 

in  the  Hooae,  told  him  that  hia  mte  waa  about  three  timea  mon  than  it  had  been 

Bodcr  the  former  ayatem.    U  would  be  a  aatia£iction  to  Jh,  Begg  to  know— 

OftQS^ter)— that  theae  lairds,  of  whom  he  did  not  entertain  a  very  high  opinion 
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—Mid  flome  of  them  agreed  with  him  so  ha — had  not  reaped  the  benefit  anppoaed 
from  paat  legiilation.  (Laughter.)  Let  them  hope  that  whenever  DiaeatabliahmeDt 
cornea  theae  partiea  would  not  profit  more  by  it  pecuniarily  th4n  they  had  bj  the 
Education  Act,  and  then  even  thoae  who  dialiked  them  moat  would  have  little  reiioa 
for  complaint  Dr,  Begg  had  traToiled  over  a  great  part  of  the  world.  Wiut  wu 
the  reason  that  he  found  the  Preabytetian  Churehes  not  divided  as  at  home,  bat 
united  in  most  of  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  1  The  real  cause  was  the  abaence  of 
an  Sstablishmentb  That  is  the  great  hindrance  here,  and  its  removal  would  open 
the  way  for  union  in  Scotland  also,  not  immediate,  it  might  be,  but  ultimate.  With 
regard  to  a  Royal  Commission,  he  did  not  think  they  should  ask  Oovemment  tu 
appoint  one.  The  great  liacts  of  the  case  were  patent  enough  already,  and  were 
quite  decisive  of  the  queation  at  issue.  A  Royal  Commission  would  probably  waste 
a  deal  of  time,  distract  attention  by  minute  inquiries  and  side  issues,  and,  after  all. 
yield  no  very  satisfiactoty  results.  He  said  that,  not  as  ahrinking  from  any  sort  of 
investigation ;  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  that,  but  aa  believing  it  was  not  for 
them  to  propoae  each  a  meaanre,  but  for  (he  Government,  if  it  deemed  it  necesiair 
or  desirable  for  ita  own  guidance.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  could  not  dose  without 
appealing  to  the  Christian  laity,  to  the  ofBoo>bearers  and  members  of  the  Charch 
generally,  to  take  up  and  carry  forward  to  a  speedy  issue  this  pressing  queatioo. 
The  ministers  of  the  Gospel  had  always  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  regard  to  all 
matters  of  patriotio  and  religious  interest  during  the  past  history  of  their  Ciiarcli 
and  oountzy.  He  hoped  they  would  continue  to  do  so,  whatever  weak  and  senti- 
mental people  might  say  or  think  to  the  contrary.  But  they  desired  to  be  free  to 
prosaente  that  work  which  they  loved  the  best^  and  not  to  be  entangled  with  dis- 
cussions and  negotiations  which  it  wsa  difficult  to  divest  of  a  political  oomplezioo. 
There  was  a  feeling  In  certain  quarters  that  ministers  should  have  as  little  to  do  is 
possible  with  such  affiiirs.  Well,  he  called  upon  their  people  to  relieve  them  from 
the  necessity  and  the  temptation.  He  appealed  to  them  as  patriotic  and  Chriitun 
men  to  come  forward,  and  the  clergy  would  be  well  pleased  to  be  in  the  back- 
ground. But  the  battle  has  to  be  fought  The  cause  of  God  in  the  land,  tbe 
honour  of  the  Church's  Head,  the  highest  and  moat  sacred  interests  render  tUi 
imperative.    (Applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCRBIFP—Br.  Adam  haa  miaunderstood,  and  therefore  mis 
represented,  a  atatement  of  mine.  I  never  said  1  waa  unwilling  to  unite  with  the 
United  Preabjteriana  now  upon  anything  npon  which  we  are  agreed,  but  I  eaanoi 
unite  with  them  upon  a  thing  where  I  cannot  agree  with  them.  If  they  wisli  to 
agitate  this  question  on  the  ground  of  the  absolute  injustiee  of  an  Establishment, 
and  because  Scripture  forbids  it^  I  eaanot  go  along  with  them,  becanae  the  groand 
on  which  they  go  is  different  In  mattera  on  which  they  take  the  same  ground  u 
we  do  it  is  a  different  thing. 

Principal  RAINY~I  go  ecactly  on  Sir  Henrj's  principle— I  go  with  themu 
far  ss  we  agree.     (Laughter  and  applause.) 

It  waa  agreed  to  take  the  vote  between  the  aecond  and  third  motions,  and  the 
votes  having  been  marked,  and  the  tellers  having  reportod,  it  appeared  that  57 
members  hi^  voted  for  the  second  motion,  and  75  for  the  third,  so  that  the  third 
was  carried  by  a  minority  of  18. 

The  vote  waa  then  taken  between  the  first  and  third  motions,  and  the  roi« 
having  been  marked,  and  the  tellers  having  reported,  it  appeared  that  417  memben 
had  voted  for  the  first,  and  91  for  the  third,  so  that  the  first  was  carried  bj  a 
majority  of  826. 

**  Wherefore,  the  General  Assembly  find  that  the  Free  Church,  in  confomitj 
with  her  Claim  of  Right,  has  constantly  denied  the  light  of  the  Church  now  esta- 
blUhed  to  the  position  and  the  historical  inheritance  of  the  Kational  SceUiih 
Church : 

**  That  in  the  present  eirenmstaneea  of  Preabyterian  denomioationa  in  Scotland, 
the  possession  by  one  of  them  of  the  exceptional  position  and  privilq;es  of  aa 
Established  Chureh  is  most  unjust  and  thoroughly  unreasonable : 

"  That  the  termination  of  the  existing  conneotion  between  Church  and  State  in 
Scotland,  with  doe  regard  to  life  interesta,  and  leaving  the  Church  now  establisbed 
to  oarry  on  ita  important  work  by  the  Chrlitian  seal  of  its  membera,  would  remoTO 
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ftfliTMioltiiele  to  Uw  religtoaa  wellbeing  of  the  conntrj,  and  to  the  prospect  of  a 
kmioiiioai  aad  flowialiiiig  Praabyteriaiiiem  in  Scotland : 

"Tkatia  proeeat  oirctaiistanoes  the  fanda  aet  free  onght  to  be  employed  on 
objeeta  eoDMCIed  with  the  welfare  of  the  commnnity,  and  among  these  on  an  im- 
pend and  eompleted  ayatem  of  edneation,  in  eonfonnity  with  the  conrietiona  of  the 
people  of  Scothnd : 

"Thai  the  Hme  haa  come  at  which  the  joatice  and  neeeaalty  of  theae  ateps  onght 
to  be  reaalately  preaaed  npoii  *  the  Seottiah  eommanity,  and  oaght  to  be  firmly 
niatalaed  and  aaMrted  by  the  offiee-bearera  and  membeta  of  thia  Chnrch  : 

*'Ttet  the  aame  efaum,  on  the  aame  gronnda  of  Justice  and  necessity,  onght  to  be 
bj  (Us  Chnrch  placed  befbro  Parliament ;  ahd  therefore,  that  a  petition  be  prepared 
&f  pKsenlatioa  to  both  Hooaaa  of  Parliament  in  conformity  with  the  first  foar  of 
lbs  fangoing  rsaolntlona,  and  praying  that  atepa  be  taken  to  do  right  and  justice  in 
tbe  premissa." 

Frsm  thia  dedaion  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  dissented  in  his  own  name,  and  that  of 
ail  wbo  Btty  adhere  to  falna,  aa  followa : — 

"Beeanae  it  doea«n<ii  bear  adeqnate  teatimony  to  what  is  essential,  on  Free 
ChmA  gnmnd,  to  a  right  aettlement  of  the  qaestion  of  Establishment ;  beeanse  it 
leads  to  lead  thia  Chnrch  into  a  stream,  the  outflow  of  which  ia  uncertain  and  pre 
oriMS,  and  may  be  fall  of  peril  to  her  principles ;  and  because  the  continued  action 
of  tbe  Charsh  la  tha  matter  ia  iajurions  to  her  interests  and  her  legitimate  in- 
flBeBce." 

It  aaa  iatioiated  thai  Mr.  William  Smith,  minister,  had  gone  to  door  No.  8 
to  receid  Ua  vote  lor  the  aeeond  motion,  but  that  the  tellers  had  previously  left  the 
door. 

**  A  foim  of  petition  was  adopted  in  accordance  with  the  decision,  and  appointed 
to  be  daly  aigned,  and  traaamttted  to  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Lord  Granville. 

The  following  membera  intimated  their  adherence  to  Dr.  Begg^a  dissent  from 
tb«  Asientbly'B  deeiaioa  on  the  queation  of  Popish  appointmenta  by  the  Govern- 
aeat :— Oaatavaa  Aird,  John  Kennedy,  John  Maepherson,  Ewan  Macleod,  minis- 
ten;  D.  M.  Maefcay,  Duncan  M'Nicol,  E.  A.  Stuart  Gray,  R.  J.  Kiven,  David 
M  Doaald,  Dancan  Giaat,  Dr.  T.  A.  G.  Balfour,  elders. 

Tbe  Aasembly  grant  leave  to  the  Arrangements'  Committee  to  meet  in  confer- 
eseo  wiih  the  depatationa  from  England  and  Ireland,  on  Friday  morning  at  ten 
I'doek. 

Tbe  Aasembly  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  this  hall  this  evening  at  seven 
odoek ;  whereof  paUie  tntimation  baring  been  given,  this  sederunt  was  closed  with 
payer. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
Tha  Aiaembly  reanmed  at  seven  o*clock — Dr.  Thomaa  Main,  Moderator. 

OHAUCSBS  IiBCZUaXSHIP. 

The  Aaaembly  ealled  fbr  the  report  of  the  Assembly  Arrangements'  Committee, 
«  br  aa  relatea  lo  the  propoaed  Chalmers  Lectureship  to  be  instituted  by  Bfr 
Xieie  of  Atida  and  Obaa. 

Tbe  pari  of  the  report  waa  referred  to  by  Mr.  BURNS,  Moderator  of  last 
Aaembly  aad  e<mvener  of  the  committee,  who  addreased  the  Assembly  thereanent 

Tbe  deed  execoted  by  Mr  Macfle  waa  read,  as  follows : — 

*I,  Rei>ert  Maefie,  Esq.  of  Airds  and  Oban,  considering  that  I  feel  deeply 
iitoierted  in  the  maintenanee  of  the  principles  of  the  Free  Cbarch  of  Scotland, 
bsfe  tiaasleRed  and  made  over  to  the  general  trustees  of  the  said  Church,  herein- 
iter  aaaed,  the  sum  of  £5000  sterling,  contained  in  mortgages  or  debentures  of 
tbe  Harbear  Traat  of  the  town  of  Greenoeh,  to  be  held  by  them  in  trust  for  the 
P^n^ose  of  fbanding  a  leetareahip  in  memory  of  the  late  Thomaa  Chalmers,  D.D., 
LLD.,  ilfai  Prteeipal  of  the  New  College,  Edinbuigh,  and  Professor  of  Theology 
tbereia,  with  and  nnder  tiie  foUowing  conditions  :  —  namely,  1.  The  lectureship 
•bsUbear  theaaneaadbe  ealled  'The  Chalmers  Leeiureahip.'    9.  The  lecturer 
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shAll  be  a  minister  or  profenor  of  the  Free  Cliureh  of  Soofliad,  and  eliaU  hold  (&e 
appointment  for  foor  yean*  and  ihaU  be  entitled  for  the  period  of  hJa  holding  the 
appointment  to  one  half  of  the  income  of  the  endowment,  aa  declared  by  the  gcnenl 
trosteee.  8.  The  aubjeot  of  leetare  ehall  be  the  Headehip  of  Ohiiet  orer  Hii 
Chorohy  and  its  independent  spiritual  JoriadicAion.  4.  The  leetnrer  shall  be  boond 
to  deliver  pabliely  a  course  of  not  fewer  than  six  leetores  continnonsly,  at  thonte 
of  two  leetores  weekly*  at  sueh  time,  and  under  such  anangementa  aa  the  eommittM 
hereinafter  pointed  oat  may  fix  as  follows^  tIs.  :  —  In  Bdinbnrgh,  the  fint  jtu  \ 
he  holds  the  lectureship ;  in  Glasgow,  the  same  lectures  the  following  year ;  imi 
the  third  year  in  Aberdeen;  or  in  snoh  other  order  aa  the  eommittee  may  anuge. 

6.  The  lecturer  shall  be  bound  within  a  year  to  print  and  publlah  at  hia  own  rii^, 
not  fewer  than  1500  copiea  of  the  lecturea  after  their  final  deliTory,  and  to  deposit 
three  copiea  of  the  same  in  the  libraries  of  the  Ifree  Ohnreh  Oollegies  in  Sdinborgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen ;  the  form  of  the  publication  shall  be  regulated  fay  the 
committee  hereinafter  pointed  out,  and  the  eopyiight  shall  belong  to  the  Fm; 
Church  of  Scotland.  6.  One  half  of  the  baUnoe  of  the  income  of  the  said  endot- 
ment^  after  paying  the  lecturer,  and  the  expense  attending  the  delivery  of  the 
leetares,  shall  be  laid  out  in  furnishing  with  a  copy  of  the  leetnres  all  the  ainiiien 
and  miaaionariea  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  remainder  of  the  procecdi 
of  the  income  of  the  endowment^  if  any,  shall  be  employed  in  the  puULieatiou  of  a 
cheap  edition  of  the  lectnrea,  to  promote  their  ctroulation  among  the  people. 

7.  The  management  of  the  lectnreahlp  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  a  eommittM  ofle- 
sisUug  of  the  following  ex  ofido  members — ^namely,  the  Moderator  and  the  principal 
Clerks  of  the  General  Auembly  of  the  Free  Chnrch  of  Scotland  and  the  Prinelpali 
of  the  CoUegea  of  the  aaid  Free  Church  at  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen,  uui 
of  four  ministera  and  four  elders  to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Aaacmbly  of  the 
said  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  of  whom  one  mlniater  and  one  elder  shall  retire 
annually,  their  places  being  filled  by  the  General  Aaaembly  from  year  to  year,  ud 
of  myself,  the  said  Robert  Macfie,  or  such  person  sa  I  may  nominate  to  be  mj 
successor;  the  Senior  Principal  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  eonfBDer 
of  the  said  committee.  8.  The  duties  of  the  committee  shall  be  the  following:- 
(1.)  To  appoint  a  lecturer  (excepting  the  first),  the  appointment  to  be  made  at  the 
close  of  the  aeaaion  of  College  immediately  pr^seding  the  termination  of  the  prerioQs 
lecturer*a  appointment ;  (2.)  To  arrange  details  aa  to  delivery  of  the  leetnres,  aod 
to  take  charge  of  any  additional  inoeme  and  expenditure  of  an  ineidentel  kind  tbt 
may  be  connected  therewith ;  it  being  understood  that  the  obligation  upon  the 
lecturer  is  simply  to  deliver  the  course  of  lectures  free  of  expense  to  himaelf.  9,  In 
the  event  of  the  theological  curriculum  being  ehanged  ao  as  to  extend  over  only 
three  yeara,  the  committee  ahall  have  power  to  reatiict  the  leetnreahip  to  three 
yeara ;  and  in  that  case  they  shall  make  sueh  alterations  as  to  the  times  and  pUee^ 
and  delivery  of  the  lectures,  and  their  publication  afterwards,  as  they  may  jodge 
neeesaary.  10.  The  committee  ahall  be  at  liberty,  on  the  expiry  of  eight  yean»  to 
make  any  alteration  that  experience  may  suggest  as  desirable  in  the  details  of  thie 
plan,  provided  such  alterations  shall  be  approved  of  by  not  fewer  than  eight 
members  of  the  committee.  And  11.  I  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  the  Bev.  Sir 
Henry  Welwood  Honcreiff,  Bart.,  D.D.,  te  be  the  fint  lecturer.  And  I  declare  that 
the  aaid  general  trusteea  of  the  Free  Chnroh  of  Scotland  ahall  have  foil  power  ol 
investing  and  reinvesting  the  said  sum  on  such  seeurities,  heriteUe  or  personal,  ii 
they  may  consider  proper.  And  we,  William  Brown,  Ssq.,  merchant,  Glaigov; 
Francis  Brown-Douglas,  Esq.,  advocate,  Bdinbuigh;  Frederiek  Lewla  ICaitUsd 
Heriot,  Esq.,  of  Bamomie ;  Sir  WUliam  Johnaten  of  KirkhiU ;  The  Bight  Honoor 
able  Jamea  Baron  Honereiff  of  TulUebole,  Lord  Justiee-Oierk  of  Scotland;  Sii 
William  Coote  Seten  of  Pitmedden,  Baronet;  The  Bight  Honouable  FrancU  Sari 
of  Kintore ;  If eil  Colquhoun  Campbell,  Esq.,  advocate,  Edinbaigh ;  Benjamin  Bell 
Eaq.,  aurgeon,  Edinburgh;  David  Maclagan,  Eaq.,  chartered  aceonntaot^ Ediobniyh 
JTolm  Campbell  White,  Esq.,  younger  of  Overtonn ;  John  William  BiiniB»  Esq-  o 
Kilmahew ;  Patrick  Don  Swan,  Esq.,  Kirkcaldy ;  WilUam  Feignaon,  Esq.  of  Kio 
mundy;  Samuel  Baleigh,  Esq.,  chartered  aocoontent,  Bdinbnrgh;  Jothn  MaekistMt 
Balfour,  Esq.  of  Piirig ;  John  Clerk  Brodie,  Esq.,  Writer  te  the  Signcit^  Bdinbargh 
Anderson  Kirkwood,  Esq.,  LLD.,  Glasgow;  Walter  Gmham  Blackio»  Ph.D.,  Olti 
gow ;  David  HaUhew  Wateon,  Bsq«,  Dundee ;  WilUam  HcndciMB,  Saq^  tknaht 
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AbwdMB ;  JaoMi  SteTenwrn,  Bm}.,  menhant,  Glasgow ;  Sngk  Brown,  Esq.,  mer- 

dnat,  Glasgow;  John  MMQngor  IC'Candllah,  Baq.,  Writer  to  the  Signet,  Bdin- 

boigh ;  Soberi  Lomiden,  Seq.,  banker,  Aberdeen ;  Peter  Deno j,  Esq.,  Dumbarton ; 

Joha  Coaan,  £iq.  of  Beealack;  and  Jamea  Campbell,  Esq.  of  Tilliehewan,  anrriving 

ttd  laMpCiBg  gaoetal  tivatoea  for  the  aoeiety  or  bod j  of  men  aaaociated  for  religions 

poposei,  aad  known  hj  the  name  of  the  Free  Charch  of  Scotland,  appointed  by 

lets  «f  the  Geneial  Asaemblj  of  the  said  Free  Oharoh  of  Scotland,  dated  respeo- 

QTdySrih  ICay  1844,  lat  Jane  1862,  29th  May  1865,  Slat  May  1878,  and  4th 

Jiae  1878  (any  three  of  the  said  general  troateea,  being  the  number  specified  by 

Iks  nki  General  Assembly,  being  alwaya  a  quorum),  do  hereby  declare  that  we 

Mtpt  the  ahorementioned  simi  of  £5000  sterling  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of 

ftmiiag  a  leeturaship  in  memory  of  the  said  fier.  Thomas  Chalmers,  and  that  we 

lUl  b<dd  the  aame,  under  the  conditions  herein-before  apecified ;  and  all  parties 

coasnk  to  the  rsgistralion  hereof  for  preaerration  and  execntion  :~-Ih  witkbsb 

wmuKr,  these  presents  written  on  tbia  and  the  preceding  page  of  stamped  paper 

^  John  ThesBson,  eleric  to  Messrs  Cowan  &  Dalmahoy,  Writers  to  the  Signet, 

UislNngh,  are  (oader  the  deelaration  that  the  word  '  eleventh '  on  the  serenth  line, 

eomtiBf  from  the  top  of  this  page,  is  written  on  an  erasare  before  subscription, 

niMrihed  aa  follows,  viddUet,  by  me,  the  said  Robert  Maofie,  at  Airds,  Appin, 

Aig^lcahim,  upon  the  22d  day  of  May  in  the  year  1880,  before  these  witnesses, 

]>MvM  M'Kiren,  gamekeeper,  and  George  M'Donald,  eoaehman,  both  at  Airds 

tfiBRiiid,and  by  aa  the  said  Neil  Colquhoon  Campbell,  Francis  Brown-]>oog1as,  and 

IhiTid  Msdagan  <being  three  and  a  qnomm  of  the  said  tmatees),  all  at  EcUnburgfa, 

Ipsa  the  25th  day  of  the  said  month  of  May  and  year  last  mentioned  aa  foUows, 

nieUe^  by  as  the  said  Kail  Colquhoon  Campbell  and  David  Maclagan,  before  these 

viUKHws,  Bobert  Bassell  Simpson  and  John  Cowan,  both  Writers  to  the  Signet^ 

Btiiabor]^  and  by  me  the  aaid  Franeia  Brown-Douglaa,  before  these  witnesses, 

JuBcs  Balfoar,  Writer  to  the  Signet^  Sdinbuxigh,  and  the  said  John  Cowan. 

Danald  M'Kiren,  wttium.  Robbbt  Maofeb. 

Geoffge  M'Donald,  wUneu. 

B.  &  Simpson,  wUnm.  ^-  C.  Cjliipbjell. 

JohnOowan»«pite«M.  p^  Brown-Douolas. 

Ja.  Balfirar,  wiimtf. 

John  Cowao,  wUmesi,  1>*  MAOMaAK." 

U  was  also  intimated  that  Mr  Macfie  had  provided  for  an  introductory  course  of 
hor  leetofsa  to  be  first  delivered  in  Edinburgh  by  Sir  Heniy  Monereilf  in  the 
ipriag  of  1881. 

It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  unanimonaly  agreed  to,  That  the  General  Asaembly, 
taTfaig  learned  ftom  the  report  of  the  Assembly  Arrangemente'  Committee  the 
rcBeroaa  oflRir  Jiy  Bobert  Macfie,  Esq.  of  Airds  and  Oban,  of  a  sum  of  £5000  for 
t^«  parposo  of  fsonding  a^  lectureship,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Thomaa  Chalmers,  on  the 
Headship  of  Christ  over  His  Chnreh,  and  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church, 
^  bt  ddivared  onee  in  yeara— the  Bev.  Sir  Henty  W.  Moncreiff  to  be  the  first 

l«ctsrer— «ndlal1y  approve  of  the  generous  design  of  Mr.  Macfie,  and  return  their 
httrtf  thanka  to  him  for  hia  munificent  and  spontaneoua  offer,  assuring  him  that 
^7  vsimlj  appreciate  the  interest  in  the  principles  of  this  Church,  and  attach- 
Bcat  to  thsm,  which  have  prompted  thia  gift.  They  will,  accordingly,  undertake 
to  oMiy  oat  tho  regnlationa  of  the  declatation  of  trust,  and  resolve  to  nominate,  at 
*  fstme  diet  of  thia  Aasembly,  the  ministers  and  elders  to  be  appointed  by  the 
^MaUy  aa  ■lenben  of  oommittoe. 

The  AaasmUy  farther  appoint  tliat»  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Macfie, 
ccpaiateiy  azpiaaaod,  the  introductory  course  of  this  lectureship  shall  be  delivered 
^r  ibe  fiiat  tiSM,  In  Edinburgh,  by  Sir  Henry  W.  Moncreiff,  daring  next  winter,  on 
tW  nbjeal  «l  tho  Principles  of  the  Free  Churoh  in  connection  with  the  writings 
>*A  tipNsasd  wtewa  of  Dr.  Chalmers. 

XBIBH  DEPUTATION. 

An  flftaMt  aiittula  was  zoad  from  the  reeorda  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
^bftflda»Ohnrdi  of  Iiuland,  from  wMdi  it  appeared  that  tho  deputation  from 
'    AsaeMblj  had  been  very  sordiaUy  xeceived  liy  that  Assddbly. 
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Anoiher  ezttmot  mioiitd  was  read  from  the  aame  reeords,  from  vhleh  it  appeind 
that  the  Aisembly  had  appointed  as  a  deputation  to  this  AsaemUj,  Bev.  Robot 
WatU,  D.D.,  their  Moderator  and  Professor  of  Sjstematio  Theology,  Bel&ii;  B«t. 
Thomas  Witherow,  Professor  of  Chnreh  Hiatoty  in  Magee  Oollege^  Londoaiieny ; 
and  BoT.  James  llaeonaghie,  minister  at  Omagh;  with  J£r  Thomas  OoviBt  nlisg 
^Ider. 

Profettor  Watta  and  Mr  Maoonaghie  being  present^  were  introdaoed  t^  the  Eiil 
of  Kintore,  one  of  the  late  deputation  from  the  if  roe  Ohursh. 

Dr.  WATT8,  Moderator  of  the  Iriah  Oenerai  Aasembij,  who  was  whibIt 
reeeired,  said — Moderator,  lathers  and  brethren,  it  gives  me  grMt  pleaaare  to  lUsd 
onee  more  on  this  platform  and  tender  to  the  Qenend  Assembly  of  tlie  Free  Choreh 
of  SeoUand,  the  frstemal  greetings  of  the  Oenerai  Assembly  of  the  Presbjiemfi 
Church  in  Ireland. 

The  pleasure  of  the  hour  is  not  unmixed.  We  enter  io-day  upon  a  new  smnie- 
ment.  Those  intenriews  which  brought  our  Churehes  into  TOiy  intimate  felionMp 
once  eyery  year  are,  for  a  time  at  leaat,  to  give  pUoe  to  biemiial  Tiaits,  so  tbsi  (to 
years  must  elapse  before  another  Irish  deputation  can  have  the  priTilege  of  sppeir- 
lag  before  your  veneiablc  court.  Wkiilst  this  anangemeat  haa  had  the  ssneUoa  of 
both  Churches,  one  cannot  ace  the  old  pasa  away  and  the  new  tako  its  place  without 
«  feeling  of  sadness.  Without  renturing  to  pam  a  judgment  upon  a  dedslon  vhieh 
has  received  such  endorsement,  let  us  hope  that  the  new  ngime  majr  prove  si  pro- 
ductive of  good  as  the  old  has  done.  Tour  stately  order -and  eeeleslaatical  deeenun 
have  helped  to  stay  our  native  impetuosity,  and  perhaps  our  Irish  ardour  may  hftre 
helped  to  modify  your  characteristic  national  temperament  My  ideal  ef » 
Assembly  would  be  realised  in  a  body  made  up  of  the  two  Ohurehes  blended  in  wc 
We  posaess  qaalities  complimentary  of  each  other,  which,  if  prcjeeted  aa  eonititmas 
oiements  of  one  eeclesiastieal  federal  bow,  might  be  hailed  aa  Uie  aignal  of  deput* 
tug  storms,  and  the  presage  of  the  reign  of  peaoe. 

Kor  do  I  know  of  any  argument  in  favour  of  a  United  Kingdoaa  which  ii  not 
equally  cogent  for  a  united  Church.  And  so  conTersely ;  thwe  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  argument  against  Home  Rule  which  is  not  equally  valid  agsinat  our  eoelerii 
astical  segregation.  The  fact  is,  our  several  disjunct  oiganisationa  are  oottstraeto^ 
on  Home  Rule  principles.  The  civil  and  logical  outcome  of  three  or  four  diitrid 
Presbyterian  organisations  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  wheUier  they  he  called 
Synods  or  General  Asaemblles,  would  be  a  Pariiament  in  Weatmiaatar,  a  Farlismaii 
in  Holyrood,  and  a  Parliament  in  College  Green.  And,  on  the  otiier  hand,  th< 
ecelesiastical  and  logical  conclusion  from  that  Imperial  Constitotlioft  which  hi( 
bound  these  three  kingdoms  in  one,  and  linked  them  Indiasolubly  to  the  throno  o 
our  beloved  Qoeen,  would  be  a  General  Assembly  repreaanting  the  ontire  Prcsb? 
(erianism  of  the  British  Isles.  ^ 

To  some  this  ideal  may  seem  ntopian.  To  such  I  would  say  that,  whether  i 
be  Utopian  or  not,  it  seems  to  be  in  harmony  with  the^  gealua  of  Preabyteriaaiis) 
Oar  ayatem  of  government  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  of  the  nnitj  of  th 
Church,  and  this  principle  carried  out  would  traassMte  ilie  ideal  orgaaisaiiott  iat 
«  living  reality.  Local  peculiarities  and  the  geognphical  dimenaloaa  of  the  teni 
tory  may,  for  a  time,  bar  the  way  to  ita  reallaaiion;  but  inatlnet  la  ationg;  and  v^ 
yet  sasert  ita  authority  in  the  unification  of  the  di^iecta  awmim  of  the  Preabyteiit 
kost  ao  imperfectly  maiahalled  at  present  in  our  common  country.  Indeed,  (^ 
geographical  argument  cannot  well  be  seriously  uiged  any  longer.  It  miay  seem 
aerious  undertaking  to  make  one*a  way  from  Owinemara  or  the  Oikacy a  to  Londoi 
or  Sdinburgh,  or  Dublin  ;  but,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  there  ia  a  Pretb} 
terian  Church  covering  thirty-eight  States,  of  which  our  British  Islea  taken  togethi 
would  not  make  up  a  geographical  til^e.  If  the  members  of  the  Ameriaan  Gieneit 
Assembly  can  find  their  way  firom  San  Frendseo  to  Ifew  York,  it  ia  not  unresaoi 
able  to  believe  that  Scotchmen  could  find  their  way  to  DabUn,  or  Iriakmen  the 
way  to  Edinburgh,  or  both  put  in  an  appearance  in  London. 

But  an  ecclesiastical  Unitarian  will  ask.  Out  bonof    To  this  I  answei^l.  Thi 
the  question  of  utility  is  out  of  place  where  there  is  a  clear  Scriptural  warxauL 
our  Saviour  has  indicated  It  aa  Hia  will  that  Hia  Chunk  ahonld^  by  kor  nanifesti 
■alty,  demonstrate  to  the  world  the  divinity  of  fiia  miadon.  Hie  qneatlom  of  atilii 
and  all  kindred  qaedtions  are  virtually  a  ckailengiog  of  Hia  wiadom.    S.  The  utili 
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•f  neh  s  aaifieiden  of  tbe  Pretbyteiian  bodies  of  these  lands  has  been  prsctical ly 
ibowB  hf  BnioBs  sireidy  effected  in  Scotland,  in  England,  and  in  Ireland ;  while 
liailar  onioni  in  Ue  United  States  and  Canada  and  Australia  bare  been  attended 
bj  like  happy  resnlts.  In  adrocating  a  united  Presbyterianism  for  the  British 
Iiles,  therefore,  one  eannot  be  charged  with  the  sin  of  coanselling  a  hitherto  untried 
(Xf^rimeat  In  all  the  instances  specified  it  has  been  found  that  union  is  strength, 
ud  it  is  diffienlt  to  see  why  it  should  be  otherwise  when  simply  enacted  on  a  larger 
•ale  than  hitherto,  within  the  pale  of  our  own  home  circle.  Does  any  Irish  Ptes- 
bjteriaa  regret  the  union  of  the  Synod  of  Ulster  and  the  Secession  Synod  in  the 
pRtnt  OcMral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland  t  Does  any 
£ognih  Presbyterian  wish  the  banns  untied  by  which  the  two  Presbyterian  bodies 
hft  beeannited  in  one  Synod?  And,  to  come  to  head  quarters,  may  I  ask  the 
ou  in  this  Assembly  who  Is  sorry  that  the  Cameronians  have  joined  themselres  in 
iSaity  with  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  to  hold  up  his  right  hand  1  Is  this 
AMeol^ly  weaker  because  of  the  adrent  of  the  ecclesiastical  descendants  of  Richard 
CiscroD,  or  deteriorated  in  its  theological  equipment  through  the  accession  of  a 
Md  t  Or,  to  pat  it  the  other  way,  are  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the 
hkmtd  Presbyterian  Church  less  efficient  In  their  new  relations  than  they  were 
Q  the  old  t  Throughout  the  wide  field  of  these  ecclesiastical  unions  we  ask  in  vain 
f«r  n  expression  of  regret^  or  of  disappointment  In  erery  instance  the  experiment 
hai,  nder  God,  worked  together  for  good,  and  the  rerdict  of  experience  is,  that 
where  salon  does  not  involTO  the  sacrifice  of  principle,  union  should  be  sought,  and 
'/pMuUe  effected. 

lad  this  laises  the  only  qnestion  really  at  issue,  for  there  are  legitimate 
cbitaeles  to  union,  nnd  legitimate  grounds  of  separation.  Union  may  be  resisted 
wbea  it  would  place  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  in  peril,  and  secession  is  Justifiable 
tha  tbe  tmth  aa  it  ia  in  Jesus  eannot  be  otherwise  maintained.  But  where  men 
Hnt  ia  all  matters  all  along  the  whole  Westminster  frontier,  and  accept,  ex  animo 
4  a  corde,  those  immortal  Standards,  surely  organic  union  is  both  desirable  and 
cbli^aloiy.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  such  was  the  design  of  the  men  who 
fnmtd  those  Stuadarda.  Their  aim  was  to  unite  the  Protestantism  of  these  three 
Lagdoms  in  one  ecclesiastical  organisation — an  aim  defeated  by  the  restoration  of 
tie  House  of  Stuart.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  forecast  their  rerdict  upon  ezist- 
1^  Presbyterian  arrangements,  or  the  rebuke  Uiey  would  administer  to  us  all  for 
i^  way  in  which  we  have  helped  to  mar  their  work. 

We  are  not  left  to  coigecture  how  an  apostle  would  have  looked  upon  our  diFi- 
L9BI.  Guided  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  Apostle  Paul  has  left  on  record  for  our 
leuafaig  and  admoDition  his  judgment  respecting  the  dlFisions  of  the  Church  at 
Cwiath.  Four  aeeta  had  sprung  up ;  one  claiming  to  be  of  Paul,  another  to  be  ot 
Apollos,  another  to  be  of  Cephas,  and  a  fourth  sect  who  seem  to  hsFO  been  Piy. 
iBdQth  Brethren,  for  they  claimed  to  be  of  Christ,  and  thus  by  implication  excom- 
Bolestcd  the  other  three.  These  four  Paul  rebuked,  and  the  fourth  as  well  as  the 
fint;  and  from  this  rebuke  we  may  conclude  how  he  would  deal  with  the  six  or 
^ea  MctSeas  of  the  IVesbyterian  Church  in  these  lands  were  he  addressing  them 
:p«o  tbe  sn^eei  of  their  dlrisions. 

Fathers  imd  brethren,  the  question  on  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  address- 
es JOB  is  not  one  of  mere  abstract  or  speculative  interest.  Linked,  as  it  mani- 
feiUy  if,  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  system  of  Church  goTemment,  it  is 
U4lly  related  to  the  efficiency  of  onr  Church  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Under  God, 
'^  fatore  of  Protestant  Christianity  in  these  lands  will  depend  upon  the  answer 
r^(B  to  it.  The  great  foe  of  human  freedom,  the  great  antagonist  of  a  pure 
Cfiiiitlaaity,  aeta  aa  a  unit»  the  IndiTldnaUty  of  her  membership  disappearing  in  the 
«e  eoaipaet  organisation  which  Is  inspired  by  one  spirit  and  actuated  by  one  will, 
•^t  tbe  very  moment  in  which  the  Continental  Goremments  are  limiting,  in  the 
3iteicits  ef  society,  her  influence  in  the  seyer^  departments  of  national  education, 
^d  letting  bounds  to  her  enormous  olaims  to  be  the  HeaTon-commissioned  instruo- 
uiz  of  mankind,  ear  Qoremment  has  been  removing  the  safeguards  previously 
''apeied,  snd  reconstmcUng  our  educational  system  in  compliance  with  her 
^^■aada.  She  haa  secured  the  abolition  of  our  Queen's  University,  or  rather  its 
^^MipUon  in  aaotber*  nnivenity  over  which  she  hopes  to  exercise  a  controlling 
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inflaenee*  and  in  eonneeiion  with  whleh  she  has  obtained,  .indirecUy,  endowment  for 
an  iadefinite  nomber  of  her  coUegee. 

ThU  ia  an  affair  of  grave  aignificanee  for  the  future  of  this  empire.  I  asked  a 
Protestant  member  of  Parliament  who  Lad  spoken  in  favoar  of  this  great  edoct- 
tional  change,  and  whose  chief  objection  to  the  new  Bill  waa  that  it  did  not  suffi- 
ciently endow  the  new  nniTeniity,  how  he,  a  Protestant,  coald  rote  Tor  a  BUI  which 
commits  the  higher  education  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  youth  of  Ireland  to  men 
who  moat  teach  in  accordance  with  the  principlea  of  the  Syllabua  of  Pius  IX.,  and 
obey  any  other  Syllabna  which  his  auccesaors  may  choose  to  issue.  His  reply  was 
that  he  would  carry  science  to  the  reiy  altar,  and  teach  it  to  them  there.  Welt,  I 
think  if  science  were  seeking  refuge,  she  would  hardly  betake  herself  to  the  horns 
of  that  altar,  and  I  fear  if  she  did,  immolation  rather  than  immunity,  sacrifice  rather 
than  shelter,  would  be  the  recompense  of  her  confidence.  Apart  from  all  other 
considerations,  the  concession  referred  to  waa  a  piece  of  great  Imperial  impoliey; 
and,  as  it  la  avowedly  to  be  made  the  basis  of  further  educational  demands,  it  will 
simply  encourage  further  political  agitation,  and  serve  aa  an  instrument  to  per- 
petuate those  feuds  which,  under  the  genial  influence  of  the  Queen's  Universil;. 
w^re  vanishing  away. 

I  speak  the  mind  of  the  Presbyterian  Ohnrch  in  Ireland  on  this  question,  and  I 
think  my  Church  understands  the  bearing  of  the  recent  legislation  upon  the  pro- 
gress and  peace  of  the  Irish  section  of  the  empire.  She  understands  the  springs 
of  action,  and  the  political  and  religious  consequences  of  the  aet;  but  she  is  unable 
to  counterwork  the  action  of  an  organisation  which,  by  its  concert,  can  almost  hold 
the  balance  of  power  between  the  two  great  political  partiea  which  in  turn  shape  the 
destiny  of  the  British  Empire. 

In  aeeking  Presbyterian  union,  I  am  not  advocating  the  subjection  of  free- 
minded  Proteatants  to  the .  thrall  or  yoke  of  such  ecclesiastical  bondage  as  Borne 
imposes  upon  her  votaries ;  but  surely  it  were  no  infringement  of  personal  indepen- 
dence or  Protestant  liberty  to  unite  under  the  banner  of  our  common  PresbyterianiBm 
to  reaist  the  aggressions  of  Rome.  Were  the  Presbyterians  of  the  United  Kingdom 
united  aa  they  ought  to  be,  no  political  party  would  haaard  the  experiment  of  & 
Bomish  alliance.  In  saying  this,  I  am  not  seeking  the  disfranehisement,  but  the 
disenthralment  of  my  Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen,  whose  true  interests  are 
bound  up  with  onra  in  a  common  system  of  liberal  national  education,  elementary, 
intermediate,  and  university,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  the  Britidi 
Empire. 

But,  brethren,  while  we  atand  on  our  guard  against  the  political  preponderance 
of  Roqie  in  our  national  policy,  let  us  not  ima^e  that  it  is  by  a  mere  political 
Protestantism  that  we  are  to  overcome  this  wily  foe.  The  retrogression  of  one  of 
the  daughters  of  the  Reformation  into  Romanism  is  sufficient  proof  that  it  most  be 
dealt  with  aa'a  religioua  system  possessing  peonliar  attractions  for  the  human  mind 
in  its  fallen  estate.  Blending  together  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Ghwpel 
with  errors  subversive  of  them,  it  is  a  maaterplece  of  theological  aubtlety,  and  hai 
proved  itself  capable  of  deluding  and  ensnaring  the  wise,  and  the  mighty,  and  the 
noble  of  our  land.  This  subtle  counterfeit  can  be  exposed  only  by  the  presentation 
to  our  fiascinated  fellow-countrymen  of  the  genuine  gospel  of  Chiiat.  In  this  work 
we  are  engaged ;  but  it  ia  your  work  as  well  aa  ours.  Two  hundred  and  serenty 
years  ago  Uie  Church  of  Scotland  began  it,  and  the  record  of  her  labours  in  Ireland 
—of  her  contendinga  for  a  pure  evangel  against  popeiy  and  prelacy— eonsUtatei 
one  of  the  moat  affectbg  pagea  in  her  history.  The  outcome  of  her  toil  and  traT&il 
ia  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland,  with  her  560  congregations  and  600 
ministers,  professors,  and  missionaries.  With  her  from  the  outset  her  history  baa 
been  bound  up  with  yours.  Beclouded  for  a  while  by  the  errors  emanating  from 
your  universities,  and  chilled  by  your  moderatlsm,  she  has  been  a  partaker  also  of 
the  light  and  life  of  that  revival  which  gave  to  Scotland  a  Chalmers,  and  to 
Chriatendom  the  peerleas  example  of  the  exodus  of  1843.  Tour  sympathy  has 
encoursged  her  in  her  efforts  to  enlighten  our  fellow-countiymen,  and  the  biennial 
collectiona,  amounting  often  to  £800,  ao  cordially  granted  by  this  Assembly,  and 
which  it  is  rumoured  you  are  about  to  renew,  have  greatly  atrengthened  her  haodi 
in  maintaining  her  mission  outposts  in  the  south  and  west  H>f  our  beloved  land. 
Identified  with  us  In  the  past,  I  trust  you  still  be  still  more  closely  identified  with 
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« in  tb«  lbtafe»  md  thai,  as  wo  an  one  in  fa&th,  and  one  in  oar  origin  and  faiator/y 
we  aliaU  UmI  a  eonunon  interest  in  oor  common  conflict  with  oar  common  foe, 
whether  here  in  Scotland  or  yonder  in  Ireland. 

In  a  wevd,  wlietlier  Tiewed  in  the  light  of  Scripture,  or  in  the  light  of  oar  own 
ffrliiiJBrtifil  hiatory,  or  in  its  bearings  upon  the  immediate  interests  of  oar  Church 
lad  nation,  the  sobject  of  a  united  Presbjterian  Church  in  the  United  Kingdom* 
dcmanda  the  most  eaxnesi  attention  of  all  true-hearted  Presbyterians. 

Sag  ia  SBch  a  eonsammaUon  hopeless.    Standing  on  this  platform,  with  the 

fiiioB  of  the  scene  enacted  in  this  hall  three  years  sgo  rising  once  more  before  me, 

I  cannot  think  it  either  hopeless  or  doubtful    Or,  shifting  the  scene  to  that  hall  in 

whkh  cor  Prsabytsrian  Cooncil  was  recelTed  by  the  Lord  Provost  of  your  renowned 

dtf,  all  BslogiTings  are  dissipated  aa  I  listen  to  that  roU-call  of  the  Presbyterian 

htii^  and  gaae  onee  more  upon  the  different  nationalities  which  compose  it,  ss  they 

£k  post  aa  component  parte  of  the  one  Presbyterian  brotherhood.    That  memorable 

aanh  amai  liafa  greatly  perplexed  those  romantic  theologians  in  these  and  other 

Uods  who  hare  lately  been  arranging  the  funeral  obsequies  of  QalTinism.     They 

sBst  haww  eooelnded  that  their  preparations  were  premature,  or  tliat  its  resurrection 

■en  had  oome.    The  life  that  rcTcaled  itself  in  that  now  historic  muster  shall  yet 

RTeal  iUelf  in  something,  nobler  aod  closer  to  the  Scriptural  ideal  than  a  Oenenl 

Coaaetl  or  n  Presbyterian  Alliance.    When  I  consider  the  source  whence  that  life 

spoagSy  and  reflect  upon  its  tendency  to  bring  together  '*  bone  to  his  bone,"  I  hare 

DO  de^i  aa  to  the  final  issne.    Jodah  and  Ephraim,  breathed  upon  by  the  Spirit 

«f  the  Lsfd,  ahall  yet  come  together  in  a  higher  and  more  efficient  unity,  and  the 

tribes  thai  an  now  taking  counsel  together  shall,  en  long,  blend  into  one  OScu- 

meaieal  Aasembly  repnsenting  the  entin  Presbyterian  host     Toward  that  goal 

our  IVeabytflriaa  instincts  an  now  impelling  as,  and  the  attainment  of  it  will,  under 

Ood,  gin  m  anility  impnlae  to  the  cause  of  pure  and  nndefiled  religion  in  those 

H.'itiah  Islesy  and  to  the  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom  throughout  the  world. 

',liewi  applanaeL) 

Mr.  JAM£S  HACOKAGHIE^  Omagb*  said— It  affords  me  much  pleasun,  along 
vith  mj  brother  depntj  Dr.  Watts,  to  convey  to  yon,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
^Vireh  of  Scotland,  the  friendly  greetings  and  best  wishea  of  the  Pnsbyterian 
Chsich  in  Inland.  Jiarinen  meeting  mid-ocean  inquire  of  and  tell  each  other  how 
taisga  haTo  gone  with  them  daring  the  royage,  and  it  is  sunly  good  for  bnthnn 
uiliBg  in  Toasela  of  the  same  ecclesiastical  build  and  carrying  the  same  flag  to  accost 
eseh  oilker  in  friendly  salutation.  The  warm  grasp  of  hand  and  hearty  "  Qod  speed 
jM,*  on  ocwi WIS  such  aa  the  present,  spesk  mon  eloquently  than  polished  orations, 
sf  that  Cibriatian  bntherhood  that  is  ours  through  the  greater  Elder  Brother. 

It  will  bring  eonsideznble  nlief  to  your  minds  when  I  assure  you  that  I  am  not 
eoBunJanoned  to  inflict  on  yon  a  speech  on  the  Sustentation  Fund,  or  enumerste  to 
▼M  the  long  nU  of  worthies  in  year  Church,  or  say  how  vexy  much  we  love  and 
x^mire  yon.  Of  the  first  yon  have  heard  mon  than  once,  the  second  you  know 
tetter  t£an  I  do^  the  third  is  so  patent  that  I  will  liot  insult  the  fact  by  striving  to 
eafom  It. 

I  am  privileged  to  aay  to  yon  that  Inland  still  exists,  and  that  your  worthy 
<iaB^ier,  who  mon  than  250  yean  ago  left  your  shores  a  very  diminutive  but 
spirited  laaaie^  haa  ainee,  under  ikt  fostering  care  of  Brice,  Hubbard,  Qlendinning, 
Ksxr,  HamlltMiy  and  their  snccesson,  gnwn  up  into  sturdy  womanhood.  Her 
ustea  an  rniehanged;  ahe  still  alma  at  strength  nther  than  beauty,  and  prides 
henelf  on  her  grasp  of  intellect  and  moral  fone  rather  than  outward  adorning. 
^Thethar,  ean^i  by  the  mania  for  novelty,  she  may  adopt  some  of  the  cnstoms  in 
TQgoe  among  her  sister  Chunhes,  or  keep  to  the  russet  gown  of  primitive  Umes,  it  ia 
Lot  ior  me  to  say;  bat  she  is  healthy  and  vigorous,  at  any  rate,  and  is  now  the 
BMther  of  n  large  family,  soma  of  whom  have  ntnmed  to  live  with  their  grand, 
mother,  and  ma^y  have  gone  out  West  to  push  their  fortunes  on  the  virgin  soil  of 
tbe  New  World. 

Jhm^ien,  I  believe^  do  not  fotgei^  even  long  after  their  marriage^  their  mothera^ 
tad  they  expeet  their  mothen  not  to  foiget  t£em.  Kow,  I  can  honestly  say  that 
the  Irish  Pnabyterian  Church  haa  never  forgotten  you.  She  has  joyed  in  your  joys, 
ud  eerrowed  In  your  sorrows.  When  in  1848  yon  preferred  a  good  and  honest  con- 
t^maa  to  me  laMmei^  coniortable  maneesi  and  commodions  churohe*,  and  dime 
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ferlh  nnited  in  the  one  retolve  to  be  pnre  and  tine,  thoagb  poor  and  konctoit,  (Mr 
Church  wae  one  with  yon.  Ever  sinee  with  loyal  heart  and  deepeat  interctt  abe  hu 
watched  yoar  rapid  growth,  and  rejoiced  tn  that  aueeeaa  that  haa  made  year  aamei 
hooaehold  word  among  all  the  erangelical  Ohnrehea  of  Ohriatendom. 

And  snre  I  am  that  the  daughter  haa  not  permitted  the  mether  to  forget  ber. 
When  do  mothers  cease  giving  to  their  daoghtera,  and  when  haa  Scotland  eeued  t» 
help  Ireland )  Many  of  onr  beautiful  chnrches  and  cosy  manaea  boast  ef  noi  a  few 
Scotch  stones  in  their  walls,  and  our  ministers  hare  brought  back  from  yoo  rath » 
favourable  report  of  the  goodness  of  the  land,  that  such  calls  are  not,  I  fancy,  taded. 
For  the  Scotch  hearty  if  you  excuse  my  saying  It,  is  truly  generous.  JoBi  a  (bi& 
coatiug  of  ice,  we  Irish  think,  there  is  on  the  surface;  get  beneath  that,  and  yon 
leach  a  deep  lake  of  nobleness,  sympathy,  and  reality. 

Yon  will  be  prepared  to  hear  that  Ireland  still  haa  her  grievances.  When  mt 
an  Irishman  without  them  t  Some  of  these  may  be  real ;  some  nre,  I  fear,  it  ibt 
rate,  chronio  and  irremediable.  A  living  atateaman  haa  aoconnted  for  thete  by  tbo 
great  melancholy  ocean  that  aorrounds  na,  and  inapiiea  na  with  a  apirit  of  despos* 
deney  and  depreaalon.  I  fear  the  cauae  Ilea  beyond  the  ocean  that  belta  onr  shorn. 
Political  reaaons  there  may  be,  but  with  these  I  am  not  at  preaent  eonoemed.  Deeper 
than  all  is  the  blinding  creed  that  enslaves  the  vast  mi^ri^  of  our  popolaties, 
and  which  glvea  not  the  living  water,  but  holy  water;  not  the  Croas,  bat  Uie 
crucifix ;  not  salvation,  but  the  Chur^ ;  not  an  alUanffieient-  Saviour,  bat  uiote 
so-called  to  meet  the  soul-wants  of  men.  Sad  indeed  that  Ireland,  which  once  gare 
the  Bible  and  misslonariea  to  Earope,  should  so  much  require  both  now. 

That  such  a  creed  should  remain  rampant  and  strong  after  bo  many  yean  eeataet 
with  Proteatantitm  is  almost  a  reproach  to  ns.  For  more  than  two  centuries  put 
there  was  every  opportunity  for  our  branch  of  the  Protestant  Chureh  to  ge  ia  awl 
possess  the  land.  Politicid  prestige  and  even  penal  laws  aeemed  to  favour  ber 
efforts.  But  she  improved  not  her  golden  opportuniliea,  and  they  will  not  aoea 
return. 

Why  we  aa  a  Church  have  not  been  more  sooeeaaful  in  our  aggteaafve  moveiaeoU 
you  can  eaaily  underatand.  We  must  fight  againat  pr^udioe,  ignorance,  and  politi- 
cal difficulties.  The  Irish  aasociate  Protestantiam  with  Bngliah  oonqnest  and  nie. 
They  regard  it  as  an  exotic.  In  vain  we  teach  them  Uut  the  religion  of  their 
iathera  before  Heniy  II.  waa  truly  Proteatant,  and  that  only  with  thn  Bngliah  one 
that  faith  they  now  embrace.  They  acorn  the  thought  that  St.  Patrick  waa  not  the 
apoaUe  of  Home. 

I  must  add,  too,  that  efforts  made  by  some  ohnrehea  along  the  linea  of  hone 
missionary  enterpriae  have  not  been  such  aa  to  command  ancoeae.  They  hive 
aasumed  too  much  the  combative  attitude,  and  sought  rather  to  ridienre  and  refste 
than  lovingly  enlighten  and  lead  to  Chrlat.  Thia,  inatead  of  encouraging  a  spirit  of 
eameat  inquiry  among  Roman  CathoUca,  haa  made  them  snapicfousof  all  our  aggres- 
sive movements  aa  being  hoatile  rather  than  friendly.  Judiciona  eflTorta  are,  hov* 
ever,  now  being  made  on  our  part  aa  a  Church  to  remove  thia  hoatile  apirit,  aad  to 
meet  Roman  CathoUca  on  the  common  ground  of  doctrines  on  which  we  agree,  isd 
then  riae  from  theae  to  othera  in  which  we  differ.  Thua  a  spirit  of  Snquiiy  haa  been 
awakened  that  already  beara  fruit 

Following  in  the  wake  of  your  exoellent  plan  of  releasing  a  number  of  yoor 
ministers  for  a  time  from  their  regular  congregational  work,  and  aendlng  them  w 
different  centres  to  conduct  special  evangeliatle  aervicea,  we  have  during  the  put 
year  held  such  servioes  in  different  placea,  and  Judging  f^rom  the  attendance  and  the 
earnest  manner  of  the  audience,  with  aatlafactory  reaulta.  Our  effort  waa  oaly 
tentative,  and  but  aa  eameat,  I  hope,  of  greater  attempts  to  be  yet  made  in  that 
direction. 

Ton  will  be  pleaaed  to  hear  that  onr  ministiy,  whDst  avoiding  thai  edoestad 
Tsnity  and  dignified  dolneaa  that  often  aupplanta  the  bold,  clear,  ringing  words  oi 
the  eameat  preacher,  still  clings  to  the  old  belief  handed  down  to  na  from  our  mother 
Church,  that  an  educated  and  godly  ministry  best  conserrea  the  interests  tod 
advances  the  eause  of  Chrlat.  Joat  now  a  deeper  intereat  than  ever  ia  taken  in  the 
quality  of  the  men  sent  into  onr  Chnrch,  and  the  theological  and  paatoial  traiaiag 
they  receive. 

Like  yonrselvei  we  have  onr  burning  qneationBi  though  tome  are  almoat  boiaed 
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fl«t,  and  oiken  tn  (iut  baming  themselrM  ovL  Bat  our  dispulea  are  like  lovera' 
qauieliybot  hot  toon  ended,  uid  we  are  better  frlenda  than  «Ter.  At  the  worat 
tkcf  are  aiiJj  ripplea  on  the  anrface  of  the  carrent  of  Church  life  that  atill  with 
•troDgaBd  ateadj  aweep  aets  in  Cbriatward.  Iriah  feeling  likea*  to  boil  oyer  in 
Ckar^  Conrta,  bat  then  in  the  onter  court  of  the  Vorld  it  apenda  Itaeif  in  zeal  for 
ua'a  higfaeat  weal  and  Ood'a  gloiy.  .We  mnai  have  in  many  minor  mattera 
«uh  hia  era  angle  of  Tiaion.  Troth  may  preaent  to  one  a  feith  unaeen  by 
aaolher;  1^  Chriat  la  behind  aU.  That  picture  of  the  Saviour  in  which  He  ia  placed 
ia  tkt  cealre  of  Hia  diadplea,  like  the  aun  among  the  planeta,  all  faeea  turned 
tofirda  Hin,  and  ereiy  eye  fixed  on  Uia  calm  and  aorrowful  eoontenance,  haa  for 
Bi  a  wider  application,  and  apeaka,  I  truat,  of  a  time  when  all  Hia  foIlower8,apite  of 
iifftoAi  Tiewa  and  pecnliaritiea  of  mind  and  temperament,  ahall  turn  to  Him  in 
hi\h  and  lore. 

It  ia  iaipeaaible  to  atand  in  thia  hall  to-night  and  not  publicly  acknowledge 
tie  debt  oT  gratitude  we  aa  a  Church  owe  you.  Your  atruggles  for  spiritual  freedom « 
«nr  flroBg  and  holy  men  whoae  inapiration  haa  often  given  na  freah  cnihuaiaam 
aod  bepcAtlaeaa.  For  theae  we  lAand  your  debtora.  We  cannot  pay  you  back  in 
tiad,  bat  we  pay  yon  in  what  yon  prize  more,  in  atrivlng  to  utillae  the  leaaons  they 
leaeb  oa.  If  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  ia  the  real  monument  of  Chalmera*  genioa, 
the  fiet  that  aome  of  onr  trueat  teaehera  drew  their  inapiration  from  him  ia  no  mean . 
efiduea  of  hia  power.  Never  waa  there  a  truer  aentence  uttered  than  that,  "  In  him 
tiiere  vaa  nothing  provincial  but  the  accent" 

BeBembcfisgt  then,  the  linka  atronger  than  iron  that  bind  ua  aa  a  Church  to  jou, 
ud  (ha  leanna  of  aelf-aaerifice  and  aympathy  yon  have  taught  ua,  we  wiah  you  Qod 
<pwd  ia  yeor  noble  efforta  to  preach  Chriat  till  Knoz'a  prayer  ahall  have  been  heard 
ud  fatly  aaawered, "  Lord,  give  me  Scotland,  pr  I  die.*'  Oar  prayer  ia,  "  Peace  be 
vitliia  thy  walla,  and  proaperity  within  thy  palacea.  For  my  brethren  and  com- 
piBioBa*aakea,  I  will  now  aay.  Peace  be  within  thee." 

Principal  BAIKT  aaid,  with  regard  to  the  Church  In  Ireland,  there  waa  no 
Preabfteriaa  Choreh  with  which  they  felt  themaelvea  more  heartily  and  entirely  in 
■jnpathy.  (Applanaci)  They  always  had  had  the  feeling  that  the  heart  of  the 
Iriih  Preabyterian  Chnrch  thrilled  to  the  veiy  aame  infloencesy  appeala,  and  con- 
•defatioBS  which  moat  readily  moved  their  own.  While  he  waa  extremely  willing 
M  hear  Dr.  Watt*a  o^niona  about  Preabyterian  union  and  fusion,  he  must  aay  that 
kt  ihoaU  regard  it  aa  a  loaa  to  Preaby  terianiam  if  any  union  or  fuaion  should  or 
^•Bld  take  place  thai  could  impeach  the  quality,  the  particularity,  the  fragrance, 
tbe  boaqaet,  the  apeciality— (laughter) — of  the  character  and  genius  of  the  Iriah 
^^kiRh.  (Applanae.)  On  the  otber  hand,  they  felt  a  very  apeclal  intereat  in  the 
VQ^  of  that  Chnreh.  He  felt  a  donbt  whether  they  on  thia  aide  had  taken  a  auffi- 
^^tlj  warm  iatereoi  In  that  work,  and  anffieiently  followed  it  with  their  prayers. 
He  ooiy  fel^  with  reference  to  iheir  Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen  in  Ireland, 
that  the  hiatoiy  of  things  then  had  been  a  aad  tragedy,  fruitful  of  aad  perplezitiea 
itttvdgked  on  thia  generation;  and  If  their  brethren  of  the  Iriah  Presbyterian 
tVich  were  enabled  to  go  forward  adding  freah  meaaorea  of  aucceaa  to  their  enter* 
fnae  in  sMklng  brethren  of  the  Eomiab  perauasion  in  Ireland  underatand  the  real 
ksanof  true  Protestant  Chriatianity,  they  would  be  doing  a  aervice  to  Chriatendom 
ud  a  aervice  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  the  very  first  quality,  and  the  most 
P^nuaent  advantage.  (Applanae.)  Principal  Rainy  concluded  by  moving  the  fol« 
io*iag  reaolntloD,  which  waa  unanimooaly  adopted  :— 

"Tae  General  Assembly  very  cordially  receive  the  salutations  and  Christian  good 
*^>be8  of  the  brethren  who  have  spoken  and  of  the '  honoured  Church  which  they 
'^I'ctsatk  They  have  heard  with  deep  interest  the  tidings  they  bring  of  the  work 
<4  tbe  lArd  carried  on  among  them,  and  of  the  tokens  of  the  Lord's  goodness  which 
^y  have  experienced ;  they  renew  the  assurance  of  the  deep  regard  they  cherish 
^*  tbe  Prasbyterlaa  Church  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  intereat  with  which  they  follow 
tke  eoeise  of  their  work  and  history.  In  particular,  they  recognise  the  apecial 
Qtereat  aad  importance  of  the  work  carried  on  among  Romaninta  in  Ireland,  and 
'"'"■uaead  it  to  the  aupport  and  encouragement  of  their  liberal  members.  They 
f^lHst  the  Modeiator  to  convey  to  the  brethren  the  eipressioa  of  their  thanks  and 
««l»al  regard," 
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The  Modentor,  aeoordinglj,  in  sniuble  terma  «xpr€iied  tiie  thankfl  of  tbe 
Aiaemblj  to  the  depuUea  who  had  addr«iMd  tham. 

HiaHLAlTDS  AHD  ISLAaXM. 

Dr.  M'LAUCHLAN,  conTener,  gave  in  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Highlanda  and  lalands,  which  atated  that  the  income  for  the  year  ending  Slat  JCareh 
laat,  inelading  a  balance  of  £4061,  Sa.  Sd.  from  the  previoaa  year,  finooated  ta 
£20,105,  7a.  7d.,  and  the  ezpenditore  to  £17,108,  6a.,  leaving  a  balance  of  £S047, 
Hb.  lOd.  In  addition,  howercr,  there  waa  a  bequeat  of  £10,040,  ffs.  5d.  frm  Dr. 
Webater. 

In  aabmitMng  the  report  Dr.  IfLAUCHLAN  aaid — ^I  now  have  the  plenanre 
of  laying  on  the  table  of  the  General  Aaaembly  the  report  of  the  proeeedinga  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Highlanda  and  Islanda  daring  the  paat  year.    That  report  ia,  I 
am  glad  to  aay,  in  many  reapecta  faronrable.    The  financial  part  of  it  ooeaples  the 
firat  place,  and  I  ahall  therefore,  first  of  all,  refer  to  it.    It  will  be  aeen  that  oai 
balance  npon  the  ordinary  accoant  ia  £2541, 15a.  8d.  to  the  credit  of  the  committee. 
Laat  year  the  balance  waa  £2647,  17b.  6d.,  ao  that  we  are  £106,  2a.  Sd.  thia  year 
behind  what  we  were  at  the  aame  period  laat  year.    Thia  ia  canae  for  a  meaanre  ef 
.anxiety,  eapeelally  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  laatyearwe  had  at  thia  time  the  proapeet 
of  a  legacy  of  £1000,  which  waa  in  doe  time  paid.     The  atate  of  mattera  referred  to 
arises  from  two  canses.  Firsts  additions  made  to  the  aalariea  of  probationers,  estechists, 
and  other  agenta.    Thia  we  felt  to  be  due,  and  we  are  of  the  aame  opinion  atlll,  bat 
it  haa  inTolved  conaiderable  ezpenditare.    Then,  aecondly,  oar  annnal  oollection 
baa  not  amounted  to  theaum  we  anticipated.    Thia  may  have  ariaen  for  the  laat  two 
yeara  from  the  depreaaion  of  trade  over  the  coantry ;  and,  beaidea,  we  may  perhaps 
be  prepared  to  expect  that  an  annnal  collection  will  fall  in  acme  meaaare  abort  o( 
the  amount  of  a  biennial  one.    Let  that  be  aa  it  may,  we  maat»  aa  naual,  look  to  the 
frienda  of  the  Highlanda  for  aueh  benefaetiona  as  they  Ikare  been  accastoned  to  gl?e 
as.     Oar  work  waa  never  more  extenaiTe,  and  never  more  intereating.     There  ia 
one  item  in  the  accounts  to  which  1  mast  call  the  special  attention  of  the  Aaaembly 
— I  mean  the  Binny  Webater  Fund.    It  mast  be  observed  by  any  one  who  looka  at 
the  atate  of  the  accoanta  of  the  committee  fumiahed  by  the  general  treaaarer  that 
the  balance  in  favour  of  the  committee  on  the  general  accoant  ia  very  larga— ao 
mach  ao,  indeed,  that  it  serves  to  swell  considerably  the  annual  funda  of  the  whole 
Cbnrch.    It  is  £20,155, 12a  lOd.    I  have  been  led  to  fear  that  partiea  looking  at 
thia  balance  might  judge  too  favourably  of  oar  condition.     But  let  it  be  notleed  that 
a  laige  part  of  thia  belonga  to  the  endowment  fund,  of  which  £10,040  ia  the  amount 
of  the  legacy  of  the  late  Dr.  Binny  Webster,  a  kind  friend  of  Highland  miniatera 
Bat  not  one  shilling  of  the  taoome  from  that  fund  goes  to  meet  the  ordiaaiy 
expenaea  of  the  committee.    It  ia  intended  for  a  purpoae  different^  bat  highly 
important    It  ia  intended  to  aupplement  the  iocomea  of  ministers  in  some  of  the 
poorer  chargea  in  the  Highlands.    And,  aa  I  am  on  the  anbject  of  thia  fund,  I  may 
report  that  the  committee  have  taken  careful  atepa  for  a  just  diatribotion  of  it 
Tbey  remitted  to  Presbyteries  to  recommend  the  members  who  they  thought  came 
under  the  category  entitled  to  eonaideration  in  terma  of  the  donor'a  will,  and  open 
receiving  thoae  retarna  they  furnished  each  of  the  brethren  recommended  with  a 
achedule  of  queriea  regarding  the  emoluments  of  the  charge  and  other  oollateiat 
matters.    On  these  they  judged  which  of  the  cases  were  most  uxgent,  and  they  have- 
the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  they  have  been  able  to  pay  over  to  each  of  34 
miniatcra  the  sum  of  £0, 10s.  for  the  half  year  now  paat    In  the  preaent  eircnm*: 
ataoces  of  many  of  the  charges  in  the  Highlanda  such  a  grant  ia  a  aouroe  of  real; 
comfort  and  enconragement     The  number  of  vacaneiea  in  aanetioned  ohaiigeB  la  at 
preaent  7.    Since  laat  Aaaembly  12  have  been  filled  np,  chiefly  ont  of  the  roll  of 
probatiooera.    Theae  aettlementa  have  been  in  all  eaaea  cordial  and  harmonloo^ 
and  in  I  his  way  promising  for  the  future.    It  haa  been  remarked  that  vaoanciea  iil 
the  Highlanda  are  naually  of  long  continnance,  and  that  the  eongregationa  take  0 
long  time  to  aettle  on  a  minister.    Thia  may  be  troe,  bat  they,  for  the  moat  peit^ 
eome  at  laat  to  an  nnderatanding,  and  it  is  very  rarely  that  there  exiata  m  dJoa 
aentient  minority,  or  if  there  be^  it  is  nmuM,  and  naoally  falla  in.    It  Mires  to  ahoil 
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ihMi,  in  eerUiD  sectionB  of  the  Gboreh  at  leasts  a  long  racancy  is  better  tban  an  nn- 
ndfhetoiy  eettlemenk  It  Is  very  rarely  that  eongregatione  loae  any  of  their 
adbereata  daring  a  Tacaney.  The  Ghnieh  cannot  hat  be  intereated  in  these  settle- 
jDeniM,  Moeh  of  her  influence  in  the  Highlanda  depends  on  the  character,  acquire- 
Bcati^  Bad  aoeeptabiLiiy  of  her  mlniatera.  ft  was  so  at  the  Disroption.  Certain 
niaiskxi  of  grace  and  power  gare  a  large  amount  of  its  character  to  the  whole 
moTomenl^  and  things  are  not  so  maeh  changed  now,  but  we  need  the  same  class  of 
men  to  maintain  the  positaon.  And  the  Highlands  of  to-day  are  not  like  the  High- 
Undi  of  flfiy  yean  ago.  Bdacation  is  making  rapid  way,  general  intelligence  is 
pnsreadng,  and  it  will  be  a  disaatroua  thing  for  the  Church  if  her  ministers  fall 
bek^d  the  community.  I  repeat  what  I  said  last  year  that  the  Highlands  ncTcr 
needed  a  well  inaimcted  as  well  as  an  earnest  ministry  more  than  now. 

Since  list  Aisembly  scTcral  ministen  connected  with  the  Free  Church  In  the 

HigUaods  hsTC  been  remoyed  by  death.    All  of  them  were  pre- Disruption  miniBters. 

One  of  these  was  the  Ber.  Hector  M'NeiU,  of  Campbeltown.    Mr.  M*Neill  was  % 

aiaister  of  excellent  popular  gifts,  a  faithful  minister  of  the  New  Testament.    He 

VII  long  an  aeceptiUile  and  anccessfnl  minister  in  Glasgow,  and  from  that  ha 

Rmored  to  Campbeltown,  where  he  senred  his  Master  faithfully  for  many  yean. 

HiiYoikwas  much  owned  of  the  Lord.     In  the  great  rerival  at  Campbeltown, 

tboBt  twenty  yean  ago*  kis  labonn  were  Inde&tigable,  and,  so  far  as  man  conld 

jodge,  Tery  fruitful  of  good  to  the  sonls  of  men.    And  in  Inlay  about  the  same 

tiae  Us  lerrices  were  much  acknowledged  from  on  high,  so  Ikr  as  man  could 

jodge.     He  waa  altogether  an  adminble  minister,  well  fitted  for  such  work 

M  fen  to  his  lot  in  the  Highlands.     His    character   stood  high    for   intelli- 

gcBce,  Christian  worth,  and  general  culture.      Another  was  the  Bev.   Gkotge 

Tellodi,  of  Sddraehlllea,    who    died    recenUy    at    Fortrose,    at    an    advanced 

a^   For  many  yean  proTious  to  the  Disruption  Mr.  Tolloch  was  minister  of 

IddnddUes.    He  waa  of  a  family  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  Church 

in  tie  north,  and  was  himself  regarded  as  a  faithful,  warm-hearted,  earnest  minister 

of  Chiiftt,    Few  men  made  greater  8acri6ees  than  Mr.  Tnlioch  at  the  Disruption, 

nntmnded  as  he  was,  in  the  locality  in  which  he  was  placed,  by  innumerable 

diScolUet,  but  few  men  made  the  sacrifices  more  willingly,  or  with  less  complaint. 

fi»  memory  of  Mr.  Tnlioch  will  be  long  cherished  with  affection  by  those  who  knew 

lia,   A  third  minuster,  whom  it  has  pleased  God  to  remove,  was  the  Ber.  Donald 

U'Toui,  of  lona,  who  died  at  Oban  during  the  coune  of  the  winter.    A  native  of  a 

Pertkahire  manse,  he  was  long  before  the  Disruption  settled  in  the  charge  at  Iona» 

ens  of  the  most  interesting  charges  historically  in  our  Church.    Here  he  laboured 

bog  tad  &ithfnlly  among  an  attached  people,  having  a  field  of  labour  of  great  extent 

ud  extremely  difileult  to  overtake  under  his  care,  including,  as  it  did,  a  large 

Kctioo  of  the  Bosa  of  Moll  and  the  Island  of  lona,  with  a  wide  and  stormy  sound 

between — it  is  no  wonder  that  with  increasing  yean  he  found  increasing  difficulties 

in  performing  bis  dnty.     For  a  long  period  latterly  he  was  laid  aside,  and  after  a 

long  and  faithful  ministry  he  died,  firm  in  his  faith  in  gospel  truth. 

The  number  of  probationen  now  on  the  roll  is  21.  In  addition  to  these,  9 
itndenis  of  divinity  who  have  finished  their  coune  expect  licence  this  year.  This 
ia  a  more  promising  state  of  things  than  we  have  had  for  some  years.  And  yet 
^  terneea  of  these  young  men  are  all  required.  Many  ministen  advanced  in 
jam  require  aaaiatanta,  vacant  charges  have  to  be  supplied,  and  this  often  before 
the  eommittee  can  supply  any  of  these  stations.  Nor  can  any  remedy  be  found 
for  this  except  in  an  increased  supply  of  preachen.  In  the  meantime  all  the 
itslioBs  of  the  committee  are  supplied,  partly  by  probationen  and  partly  by 
Btndeats,  who  have  proved  very  efficient  and  acceptable  labooren.  The  committee 
voald  be  glad,  however,  if  they  conld  supply  all  their  stations  with  preachen  so 
u  not  to  interfere  with  the  studies  of  students  in  their  preparation  for  the  work  of 
t>be  latniatry.  The  committee  find  one  source  of  difficulty  in  the  tendency  of 
Ctelie^ipeaking  preachera  to  aettle  in  the  Lowlands.  Some  of  the  most  promising 
flf  the  young  aftn  connected  with  their  work  have  done  so  already.  The  cause 
1^^  this  the  eommittee  do  not  profess  to  explain.  But  they  cannot  but  feel  that  it 
a  a  serioBs  loss  for  the  Highlanda  to  have  aeveral  of  the  best-eqoipped  Gaelic- 
tpeikiag  ttodenta  drawn  away  to  plaeea  where  their  moat  important  talent  ia 
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ulUrly  oieleas.  Tbe  committee  cannot  interfere  with  the  action  of  each  pre&ehera. 
Thej  have  no  juriadiction.  But  they  can  expreas  their  regret,  and  expreaa  also 
their  hope  that  congregationa  in  the  Highlands  may  do  all  In  their  power  lo 
eaconrage  Qaelic-speaking  preachers  to  settle  among  them.  * 

The  committee  cannot  bat  record  their  expression  of  the  obligation  under 
which  they  lie  to  the  Ladies'  Associations  of  Edinburgh  and  Olasgow,  and  tbelr 
coadjutors  in  London,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  and  elsewhere,  for  the  ralnable  aid  farnUhed 
by  them  in  the  training  of  students.  The  service  which  these  ladies  hare  rendered 
to  this  Church  is  one  the  value  of  wliich  it  is  hard  to  estimate  fully.  It  may  be 
▼ery  true  that  all  the  ministers  brought  forward  by  the  associations  are  not  men  of 
equal  glfU ;  that  some  of  them  are  behind  others  in  acquirements  which  are  desir- 
able in  ministers  of  thia  Church.  This  has  been  said.  The  friends  of  the  aasocU- 
tiona  are  not  in  the  least  unwilling  to  acknowledge  that  their  work  is  not  withoat 
its  imperfections,  and  that  all  the  young  men  brought  forward  by  them  are  not  of 
equal  merit.  It  would  be  strange  If  they  were.  But  the  general  result  of  their 
work  they  hold  to  be  most  satiafactory,  as  appears  from  an  examination  of  the 
1  ist  of  ministers,  to  the  number  of  nearly  seTenty,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  whom 
they  have  encouraged  to  come  forward.  There  has  arisen  latterly  a  demand  for 
tbe  serriees  of  lay  agenta  throughout  the  Church  in  the  Jllghlands.  Many  of  the 
ministers  of  the  larger  congregations  find  their  work  too  much  for  them,  and  applj 
for  help  to  employ  catechists.  The  committee  have  endearoured  to  meet  thla 
demand  so  far  as  they  can,  and  I  hey  have  accordingly  agreed  to  increase  their 
number  of  catechista  during  the  past  year.  It  may  be  observed  that  the  committee 
almost  uniformly  require  that  a  portion  of  the  catechist's  salary  be  furnished  br 
the  locality,  and  usually  this  is  readily  agreed  to.  It  has  been,  however,  difficult 
to  get  these  promised  sums,  and  the  committee  having  become  answerable  for  the 
salary  to  the  catechists,  are  involved  in  considerable  loss.  The  committee  hare 
been  considering  how  to  meet  this  difficulty,  and  have  been  led  to  think  that  it 
might  be  wise  for  them  to  make  their  payments  contingent  upon  the  local  som 
being  raised,  and  thus  keeping  congregations  up  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  obliga- 
tions. The  committee  are  anxious  to  state  this  for  the  information  of  ministen 
employing  catechists,  and  they  do  so  mainly  on  the  ground  that  their  fnnd  will  not 
otherwise  be  aufficient  to  bear  all  the  pressure  which  is  put  upon  it  now.  They 
cannot  continoe  paying  as  they  now  do  without  incurring  debt.  They  are  at 
present  not  in  circumstances  to  add  one  additional  catechlst,  and  they  must  post- 
pone some  applications  which  they  would  be  very  willing  to  meet. 

The  committee  have  to  report  on  the  progress  of  the  bursary  scheme.  For 
many  years  they  have  had  bursaries  in  the  theological  classes  of  Edinburgh,  Glas- 
gow, and  Aberdeen.  Tbe  amount  of  these  was  £10  per  annum  each,  to  be  held  for 
two  years,  and  to  be  allocated  by  competition  to  first  and  third  year  stodenta 
respectively.  They  have  now  instituted  similar  bursaries  in  the  arts  classes  lu 
these  three  universities.  As  in  the  theological  classes,  they  iiave  instituted  two  of 
£10  in  Edinburgh,  two  in  Glasgow,  and  one  in  Aberdeen.  The  competiUon  for 
these  bursaries  is,  as  with  the  theological  bursaries,  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Senatos 
of  the  Free  Church  College  In  each  university  seat.  These  bursaries  have  all  been 
taken  up  readily  and  creditably  in  eveiy  case.  In  addition  to  these  they  bare 
allooated  three  bursaries  to  the  scheme  of  the  Bev.  J.  C.  Macphall,  of  Pilrlg,  for 
aiding  students  in  attending  grammar  schools — a  scheme  which  they  feel  to  be 
deserving  of  their  cordial  support.  These  bursaries  amount  to  the  annual  value  of 
£18  each,  and  have  been  given  as  the  result  of  competitive  trial,  like  the  other 
bursaries  of  the  scheme.  The  committee  are  satisfie'd  that  this  is  a  wise  use  of 
their  funds.  Their  only  difficulty  is  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  funds,  and  tber 
cannot  but  express  the  hope  that  this  may  be  liberal.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
Highlands  auoh  methods  of  assisting  young  men  are  necessary.  The  committee 
are  able  to  report  that  in  connection  with  this  scheme  of  theirs  and  the  Ladies 
Associations  there  are  about  70  students  In  training  for  the  ministry  in  the 
Highlands. 

The  committee  have  to  report  on  the  continued  progress  of  their  endowment 
Scheme.  They  cannot  estimate  too  highly  the  ralne  of  this  scheme,  which  has 
fomlahed  many  poor  dlatriets  with  tho  regular  supply  of  the  means  of  grtee.  There 
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&r«  Bov  iwuAj  ecmgxegaUons  which  derive  benefit  from  this  fcheme  in  a  greater. or 
\tsMdtgtH,  Eighiof  tkcie  have  the  ram  of  £1000  Invested  in  tbeir  behalf.  Ten 
hire  £500,  and  the  other  two  havo  £160  and  £300  reapectively.  Daring  the  last 
jeftr  the  nun  of  £500  haa  been  eontribnted — a  less  aum  than  nsaal  in  the  coarse 
ui  ft  jear.  Bat  the  year  haa  been  ezcoptiona]^  and  we  look  for  better  things  in  the 
ffltafe.  Meaatime  we  can  report  that  the  sum  of  £15,250  has  been  contriboied, 
uidis  iafSited  for  the  benefit  of  twenty  poor  charges  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands, 
the  prodnee  going  to  the  Qeneral  Sastentation  Fund.  During  the  course  of  the 
jctr  tbe  eommitlee  appointed  a  anb-oommittee  to  consider  the  present  state  and 
lorkiflg  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  and 
vhetkr  the  adminiatration  and  funds  of  the  Society  might  not  be  opened  up  for 
tbtfbeaefilof  the  geneml  eommnnlty  in  the  Highlands.  This  sub-committee  has 
<»apeiaied  with  other  parties  engaged  in  the  same  cause.  The  committee  have  a 
BUQBg  feeling  that  the  claim  made  in  Uiia  eaae  is  a  thoroughly  jost  one.  The  fonds 
vcit  odgiaally  contributed  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  and 
Islndfl,  and  not  of  any  aeetion  of  them.  Qradoally  thia  object  has  been  departed 
from,  aad  the  Society  ia  n^idly  becoming  a  mere  buttress  of  the  Established 
Ckrcb,  Xo  don^  they  liad  a  finding  of  the  Coort  of  Session  in  their  favour;  so 
ba  lke£«tablished  Church  in  1843,  and  that  does  not  make  the  position  better  in 
tlieijM  ef  inleUlgeni  Fie»  Churehmen,  but  is  rather  an  argument  in  favour  of  our 
{•iag  to  Pazliament  to  have  the  evil  done  remedied.  It  strikes  an  ordinarr 
ebserrer  that  the  Bstobliahed  Cbnreh  haa  abundant  fonds  in  the  Highlands  for  ail 
'i^«/are  ealled  on  to  do,  and  might  veiy  well  quit  their  bold  of  this  sum  of  £6003 
\^  tuam,  aad  allow  it  to  be  dispensed  in  acoordance  with  the  purpose  of  the 
oiigiaal  eontribnton.  The  committee  are  glad  to  find  that  the  General  Assembly 
are  to  petition  Parliament  on  the  sobject. 

The  committee  are  glad  to  have  it  ia  their  power  to  report  that  the  condition  of 
|U  Fice  Gharth  in  the  Highlands  is  michanged.  The  people  adhere  with  unvarj. 
nz  iimncai  to  her  tostimony*  No  doubt  there  are  oceaalonal  instancea  of  deaerlion, 
boi  aoae  that  need  move  ua  very  much.  Our  frienda  in  the  Establishment  are 
tpptrttt^  aoxiona  to  get  aa  many  of  our  people  as  they  can,  and  if  they  ean  get  a 
■iiuAter,  that  ia  for  them  so  much  the  better*  But  >11  this  is  simply  a  lesson  to 
Free  Ckarch  miniatefs>  which  we  should  willingly  take,  to  do  our  own  duty  effi- 
HcBtlj,  and  secure  the  confidence  of  the  people.  If  we  do  there  is  little  daniier  of 
Ike  Cbnreh  sufibring.  Beporta  have  been  cireulated  of  attempts  being  made  to 
bnag  over  seme  of  our  atudenta^  by  means  of  the  offer  of  bursaries  and  such  like, 
to  the  Batahliahed  Clinrch.  I  cannot  really  report  how  far  this  has  succeeded.  But 
1  OS  sqr  one  thing  veiy  deddedly  and  emphatically,  that  if  any  of  our  students  go 
it  voa*t  be  the  best  of  th«m»  and  it  may  bo  that  the  Church  will  be  no  loser  bj  their 
•ieiertian.  Before  doaing  1  may  aay  a  word  on  the  spiritual  results  of  the  work  of 
I  he  committee.  Tliia  ia  the  great  matter  with  which  we  have  to  deal,  sltboogh  it 
ii,  It  the  same  ttmSy  the  most  difficult.  Laat  year  it  was  reported  that  a  conaider- 
«Me  VBoant  of  religious  intereai  had  been  awakened  in  the  island  of  Coll ;  and  it  is 
eseoaragittg  now  to  be  able  to  aay  that  the  interest  in  that  island  is  not  abated. 
Tlie  meetiaga  are  largely  attended,  and  a  leoent  communion  occasion  was  one  which 
Kned  to  bring  prominently  into  view  the  deep  and  warm  interest  of  the  people  in 
tke  serrieca  of  the  aaneluary.  Since  then  a  remarkable  religions  movement  has 
Appeared  in  the  ialand  of  Nortlr  Uisi.  The  lay  evangcliat  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
I^ald  Stewart,  baa  been  moat  active  and  earnest,  and  Ck)d,  to  all  appearance,  has 
''ees  pleased  graUly  to  acknowledge  him.  The  work  eztenda  and  deepens,  and 
ihis  promiaea  to  be  an  important  year  in  the  spiritual  history  of  North  Hist.  Would 
'^tthe  Lord  were  to  visit  Highlands  snd  Ijowlands  with  a  rich  outpouring  of  His 
•'Spirit  I 

I  bave  one  word  to  ssy  about  the  funds  of  the  committee.  Our  annual  collee- 
uoa  viil,  I  preanme,  take  place  in  October.  Let  me  remind  the  Church  that  we 
>m4  a  liberal  one.  The  committee  in  the  view  of  our  annual  collection  have 
>&citaaed  their  obligations,  and  they  find  the  demand  for  religioua  services  increas- 
^  They  ezpveaa  the  earnest  hope  that  the  Church  may  keep  thia  in  riew  when 
lU  period  for  the  eollection  comes,  and  may  so  provide  for  them  aa  to  relieve  them 
^  aU  amiety.  Th^  can  asanre  the  Chnreh  that  thoae  funda  are  moat  eoonomically 
^^^Biaistcrcd.    Before  citting  down  I  may  refer  to  an  interesting  fact  in  connection 
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witb  the  iflsae  of  the  Gaelic  Bible  by  the  KaUonal  Bible  Speietj  of  Beotland,  of 
which  oar  friend  a&d  brother  Dr.  Goold  ia  the  Judioiooa  and  «nergeUo  seerdtny.  It 
waa  Bomewhat  aore  for  na  HIghlandera  that  while  Beferenee  Bibles,  m  thej  aie 
oauallj  called,  exiat  in  almoat  cTerj  tongae  in  which  the  Bible  la  printed,  there  wai 
none  anch  in  Gaelio.  Tliat  cannot  be  aaid  now,  for  within  the  laat  year  n  handaone 
edition  of  the  Gaelic  Bible,  with  leferenoea  and  mapa,  haa  been  leaned  by  tlie  Society 
to  which  I  haTc  referred.  Thia  la  a  great  boon,  and  what  adda  to  ita  Talne  ia  that 
the  price  ia  made  moat  reaaonable.  The  real  Talae  of  the  book  ia  10a.  per  copy; 
the  aelUng  price  by  the  Society  ia  only  it,  6d.  I  troat  onr  countrymen  in  Uie  Higb* 
landa  may  ahow  their  appreciation  of  thia  new  and  valuable  edition  of  the  ITord  of 
God.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  but  to  commend  our  work  to  the  eamcnt  prajen 
of  the  Church,  and  to  appeal  again  for,  at  leaat^  the  oanal  liberality  in  aopport  of  11 
(Load  applaaae.) 

Mr.  BURNS,  Kirkliaton,  moved  the  approval  of  the  report 

Mr.E.  A.  STUABT  GBAT,of  Gray  and  Kinfaana  (elder),  in  aeconding  the  reaolo 
tion,  aaid — It  aeemed  good  to  ihe  committee,  through  their  convener,  to  aak  me  to 
aecond  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  haa  been  ao  ably  moved  by  the  venerable 
ez-Moderator,  Mr.  Burna,  and  I  do  ao  with  pleaaure.  In  aeveral  reapeota  the  waric 
aa  carried  on  by  this  committee  ia  worthy  of  all  aapport^  and  confera  many  benefili 
on  the  Highland  population.  In  the  thinly-peopled  parte  of  the  conntiy,  where  the 
people  are  aeveral  milea  diatant  from  the  public  ordinance,  the  employment  of 
catediiata  and  atudenta  who  are  able  to  read  and  pray  with  the  aiek  in  their  ova 
language,  and  to  bring  a  word  of  comfort  to  the  monmera  and  tried  onea  from 
God*a  Word,  ia  very  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants.  The  aopervialon  of  a  charge 
when  vacant,  and  aending  Gaelio-apeaking  probationera  where  often  the  vacancy  ii 
protracted  from  the  character  of  the  Highlanders,  which  haa  been  referred  to,  leadi 
to  a  qaiet  and  judicloua  aettlement  in  the  end. 

From  time  to  time  we  are  enabled  to  read  in  the  pagea  of  the  Record  veiy 
teaching  narrativea  of  the  work  carriect  on  by  agenta  aent  by  the  committee  amoo; 
the  fiahermen  in  the  aeaaon  at  the  place  of  reaort,  where  away  from  home  tempti- 
Uona  are  atrong,  but  where  the  goapel  ia  preached  in  their  own  language.  The 
qoeetion  waa  asked  one  day,  "  What  would  the  Highlanda  be  without  the  Free 
Church  r*  I  will  put  another  queation.  What  would  ihe  Free  Church  be  without 
the  Highlands  1  They  have  been  noted  aince  1848  aa  firm  adberenta  to  the  pria- 
oiplea  of  the  Free  Church,  and,  aa  far  aa  I  can  Judge,  are  a  grateful  raee^-gratefol 
to  thia  committee  and  to  the  well-known  and  aealoua  eonvener-^gratefnl  to  private 
individuals  and  members  of  thia  Church  for  any  aid  granted  to  them. 

Dr.  GOOLD  called  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  completion  of  the  Gaelio  Befereooe 
Bible  by  the  National  Bible  Society,  and  asked  Highland  miniatere  to  take  the 
opportuniiy  of  commending  the  edition  to  the  attention  of  the  Highland  people. 
He  entered  into  some  details  illustrative  of  the  importance  of  the  book,  it  had 
been  prepared  under  the  care  of  their  editors.  Dr.  M*Lauchlan,  Dr.  Clerk  of  Kil- 
mallie,  and  the  Bev.  Nathaniel  Dewar  of  Kinguasie.  For  a  long  period  of*yesn 
Dr.  M'Laucfalan  had  rendered  eminent  aervicea  to  hie  countrymen  in  the  HIghlaads 
by  the  counael  and  help  he  had  given  in  the  publication  of  editiona  of  the  Bible,  the 
New  Testament,  and  the  Paalma.  Theae  aervicea  were  little  known,  and  he  (Df* 
Goold)  was  happy  to  have  the  opporinnity  of  bearing  teatlmony  to  their  valae. 

Profeaaor  MACGBBGOB  gave  instancea  of  the  viulity  of  the  Church  in  the 
Highlanda,  and  said  the  Church  would  never  know  half  of  what  ahe  owed  of  sheer 
labour  to  Dr.  M'Laucblan  for  hia  abounding  intereat  in  the  Highlanda. 

Mr.  MILLEB,  Buckie,  directed  attention  to  the  atatement,  now  repeated  for  £▼< 
years  in  aucceaaion,  that  aervicea  were  maintained  in  Backie  daring  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  past  year,  and  asked  #ho  conducted  them. 

Dr.  M'LAUCHLAN  aUted  it  waa  a  mlaprint. 

The  Barl  of  KINTOBE  acknowledged  the  kindneaa  of  the  Duke  of  Athole,  if  • 
landlord  and  member  of  the  Eatabliahed  Chorch  of  Seotland,  in  granting  a  buildiag 
aite  for  the  congregation  of  Stroan. 

Mr.  SUTHEBLAND,  Strathbnan,  emphaaised  thia,  and  took  oocaalan  to  obseire 
that  the  HIghlandera  would  never  mah  into  Dr.  Phin*a  fold  at  hia  bidding,  tn^J 
purpose  whatever,  antil  the  prinoiplei  they  loved  ao  dearly  ahoaid  be  vindloated  to 
the  ntmoaU 
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fhe  nf0fi  «M  approved  of  in  the  following  Unu : — 

*'no  OoBOiml  AMombly  ftpprofe  of  tko  report^  and  record  their  thanks  to  the 
flOBBitlea^  eepcctaliy  lo  the  eonvener. 

« The  AmimMj  njolee  to  hear  of  the  Tariety  and  extent  of  operations  which 
tk  rwiwiittee  have  cmled  on  daring  the  year,  and  eepeclally  of  the  large  measure 
ff  Meeeaa  attending  the  work  of  the  depotations  appointed  to  officiate  among  the 
Mittaed  bodioB  of  Highlanden  at  the  fiehing  stations  both  in  Scotland  and  Ireland ; 
aad  they  heteby  aeeord  their  thanks  to  the  brethren  engaged  in  this  interesting 


Assembly  desire  to  place  on  record  their  gratitude  to  the  Ood  of  all  grace 
fsr  the  tokena  of  spiritoal  blsssing  that  liare  been  reported  from  North  Uist  and 
Cm  the  ialaad  ef  Coll. 

*'The  Oeaeral  Assembly  reeognisiog  in  this  work  the  answer  to  prayer,  and 
iakmg  anew  to  ezpeet  atill  larger  blessing  on  other  districts  and  stations,  renew 
tkctr  tnaurnetioiia  of  last  year  to  the  committee,  to  grant  forther  serrice  to  such 
loeilitlcn  as  may  in  the  jadgment  of  the  eommittee  stand  in  need  of  special  help. 

"Thm  Assembly  approve  of  the  encouragement  and  help  given  to  Qaelic- 
ipesktBg  atndenu  preparing  for  the  ministry  in  the  Highlsnds,  and  instruot  the 
eoBBittee  to  eoniinoe  their  efforts  in  this  direction. 

**  Finally,  the  Aasembly  anew  oommend  this  scheme,  which  has  been  so  ezten- 
sirdj  oeefnl  in  the  Highlands,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  which  there  is  still  nigent 
Med,  to  the  prayers  and  liberality  of  the  Chnreh.** 

LAFSiira  or  mkmbebs. 

TiM  Assembly  ealled  for  the  special  report  of  the  Home  Mission  and  Highland 
Comaittcca  on  the  Lapsing  of  Members  and  Adherents. 

Mr.  WBLLS,  Olssgow,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Adam,  gave  in  this  report  (Appen- 
dix I IL  A  and  IV.  A). 

Sheriff  COWAN,  Paisley,  in  moving  the  sdoption  of  the  report^  expressed  his. 
regret  thai  tbia  important  subject  appeared,  if  he  could  Judge  from  the  small 
asBiber  of  reioms  nuMle  to  the  committee,  to  be  regarded  with  so  much  apathy  by 
tke  ministera  of  the  Chnreh.  It  waa  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  necessity  for  con- 
tiaaed  sad  eonatani  sttention  to  the  subjects  There  were  constant  changes  going  on 
hi  ear  eoagregationa  through  removal  to  a  distance,  and  it  was  very  desirable  that 
■iahrtcrs  and  aesaiona  should  be  roused  to  their  duty  in  regard  to  those  leaving. 
The  repen  eonlalned  saggestions,  and  proposed  forms  of  certificatea  which  would 
beaen&dewn  to  presbyteries  for  coosideration.  He  believed,  however,  that  great 
seed  wenid  reaolt  from  elders  and  ministers  having  the  subject  pressed  on  their 
sttcaUon.  The  Chnreh  should  regard  herself  as  a  parent  to  her  people,  and  take  a 
bviag  intaeai  in  Uiem ;  and  one  very  effectual  mode  of  doing  this  was  by  intro- 
dsdag  thoae  who  went  to  a  distance  either  to  a  minister  in  the  locality  or  to  a 
•tiangera^  eommittee.  He  truaied  that  great  good  would  result  ftvm  the  effort  now 
bsiag  BBsde  lo  give  the  mstter  definite  shape. 

Mr.  FBBQU80N  of  Kinmundy  said  tbia  Upsing  of  members  and  adherents  from 
tsaaeetiott  with  the  Church'  is  one  of  no  ordinary  importance.  We  have  before  us 
tvo  repona;  one  from  a  sub-committee  of  tse  Committee  on  the  Highlands,  and 
the  ether  from  a  snb-eommittee  of  tbe  Home  Mission  Committee,  dealing  with  this 
qssstion  in  the  two  paru  of  the  land  which  fall  under  the  charge  of  these  two 
eenmitiecs  respectively.  Both  these  documents  are  singularly  unanimous  in  their 
stieng  avement  of  tfaie  wideapread  extent  of  the  evil  with  which  they  deal.  The 
ens  has  got  returns  from  shout  SOO  ministers,  and  the  other  about  40.  some  840  or 
so  in  all,  oui  of  the  1040  miuisiers  of  the  Church.  The  data  are  thus  gathered 
frem  a  limited  and  yet  varied  field,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  sample  of  resulta 
isonlj  too  indieaiive  of  the  oheraoier  of  the  evil  throughout  tbe  Churoh. 

The  resnii  of  ihe  inquiries  Is  that  tho  bulk  ot  the  lapsing  is,  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, in  the  large  towns.  It  is  persons  going  from  tbe  country  to  the  towns  that 
ait  in  danger  of  falling  away  -from  Cbnrch  connection.  Dot  tbe  evil  exists  to  s 
iuger  extent  than  may  be  generally  suppused  in  tbe  country  districts  also.  The 
ialermation  given  on  tbe  whole  subject  is  of  an  Intensely  interesting  kind,  and  well 
verthy  of  eareful  perusal.    Some  one  referred  the  other  day  to  the  mass  of  matter 
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<• 
buried  in  the  reports.    Bat  I  irutt  membwB  will  not  allow  the  matter  of  these  two 
reports  to  remain  buried  in  the  Blae-book,  bat  that  they  will  study  it^  and  apply  ii 
to  practical  use. 

One  of  the  great  causes  of  lapsing  arises  from  the  constant  changsa  of  ceaideBee 
amongst  our  people.  Tliis  is  especially  trae  of  agricultsral  laboarers.  Their  con- 
stant moving  from  one  farm  to  another,  and  from  one  district  to  another^  lays  ^hem 
rery  open  to  tbe  temptation  of  not  connecting  themaelTSs  with  a  cbareh.  This  is 
also  true  of  miners,  and  more  or  less  of  fishermen.  Tbe  latter,  at  leaat  maiij  of 
them,  uBoally  reside  away  from  home  two  or  three  months  of  erexy  year,  and  ibis 
leads  to  the  hsbit  of  non>cbarch  going. 

Then,  again,  joong  men  going  from  the  country  to  towns,  and  from  one  town  to 
another,  are  very  apt  to  fall  out  of  church  conneciion,  either  from  careleeaoeee  or 
design.  I  knew  the  case  of  one  young  man,  who  was  the  son  of  one  of  oor  meat 
rercred  Disruption  worthies,  who,  on  moving  from  his  native  eity  to  England^  took 
the  opportunity  of  giving  up  Sabbath'Scbool  and  other  such  like  work,  and  allowing 
himself  in  a  verj  perfunctory  attendance  In  the  house  of  God,  When  ezpoaiulated 
with,  and  urged  to  take  op  similar  work  to  that  in  which  he  had  once  delighted,  be 
said  No !  He  bad  been  tied  up  to  that  loag  enough,  and  he  wanted  now  to  enjoy  a 
little  liberty.  Alas !  the  liberty  soon  became  licence,  and  the  lioence  terminated  in 
loss. 

Then  many  of  our  country  folks,  when  they  come  to  town?,  are  obliged  from 
their  circumstances  to  get  bouses  among  those  who  are  already  careless,  and  they 
soon  learn  to  follow  their  bad  example.  I  knew  a  street  in  an  English  town  in- 
habited entirely  by  Scottish  workmen  of  the  better  class,  earning  thirty  Uk  fifty 
shillings  a  week,  and  there  was  not  one  in  the  whole  street  from  end  to  end  thai  for 
a  year  had  darkened  a  church^door !  When  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  the  reply 
given  was  "  There  is  nobody  dees  it  I " 

'Sir,  I  could  go  on  almost  ad  infinitum  multiplying  ezamplee,  bat  it  would  take 
up  too  much  time.  Samples  of  this  illustration  will  be  found  in  the  reporta,  and  I 
call  special  attention  to  them,  and  press  them  on  the  Christian  and  sympatheti>; 
consideration  of  all  our  ministers. 

Then,  I  have  only  a  word  to  say  about  the  deliverance  proposed  to  the  Aaeembly, 
with  its  two  recommendations.  The  Higblsnd  Committee  adds  a  third,  namely,  t# 
direct  the  attention  of  congregations  to  tbe  subject  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  hAve 
special  prajer  made  for  parties  leaving,  at  the  prayer-meeting  and  on  the  Sabbath 
before  they  go.  This  suggestion  is  very  important.  Bat  the  main  reeommenda- 
tions  are,  let,  to  adopt  a  form  of  certificate,  and,  2d,  to  have  strsngera  oommitiees 
in  all  large  towns.  The  form  of  certificate  should,  but  need  not  necessarily  be» 
uniform,  if  it  only  sccomplisb  the  object.  The  idea  ie  to  have  it  in  three  aeeUooa ; 
one  to  be  retained  with  the  particulars  of  the  person  leaving,  one  to  be  forwarded  by 
post  to  the  minister  of  the  congregation  to  which  the  party  is  going,  and  the  third 
to  be  given  to  the  person  leaving.  Then  it  is  desired  that  the  minister  reoeiriDg 
the  certificate  should  adviM  the  miniater  giving  it^  that  the  member  has  come  to 
him. 

In  the  case  of  the  party  not  having  decided  upon  the  coagregation  he  it  to  join, 
the  second  certificate  should  then  be  sent  to  the  strangers*  committee.  The  woik 
of  that  body  would  be  to  look  after  strangers  coming,  or  psrties  leaving,  patting 
both  in  the  way  of  becoming  connected  with  a  place  of  worship,  and  finding  Ohiis- 
tian  companionship  in  their  new  place  of  abode.  It  la  to  be  noticed  that  it  in  not 
intended  at  all  to  make  tbe  use  of  these  certificates  compulsory.  It  will  he  in  tbe 
option  of  any  minister  to  adopt  any  form  be  prefers.  These  foroxs  are  only  giTea  as 
a  guide.  But  it  is  most  earnestly  urged  that  all  should  adopt  it^  or  aomeihiag  like 
it,  so  as  to  give  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  a  fair  trUl ;  and  it  is  proposed  to 
iranemit  tbe  same  to  presbyteries  snd  kirk  eessions  for  their  consideration,  with 
instructions  po  consider  tbe  sam^  and  make  returns  to  the  committees  aboTenamed 
of  their  opinions  regsrding  the  same,  in  time  for  next  Assembly.  Out  of  this  it  is 
to  be  hoped  something  may  grow,  which  shall  check  the  growth  of  this  sad  evIL 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr  RIDDELL,  Glasgow,  .the  motion  was  passed  In  the 
following  terms  :<— 

"  The  Aisembly  receives  tbe  special  reports  respectively  of  the  Home  Kleslon 
Committee  sud  H*ghlsndB  and  Islands  Committee,  record  their  thanks  to  the  com- 
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Bftteei  vilfc  tlieir  respeeUTe  eonrenerf,  and,  approving  generally  of  these  reports, 
tad  tf  tte  neommendations  therein-contained,  agrees  to  remit  the  same  to  Presbj- 
Uxies  lod  kirk-sesaions  for  their  consideration,  with  iastractions  to  consider  the 
wae,  sad  make  retema  to  the  committees  aboTcnamed  of  their  opinions  regarding 
Uw  isiBe,  in  Ume  for  next  Assembly." 

fkt  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Censns,  and  in 
eraseetien  vith  it  took  np  an  OTertnre  from  the  Presbytery  of  Ayr  anent  th*; 


TWre  wsa  no  printed  report.    Dr.  Smith,  the  convener,  then  made  a  rerbal 
lUteneat  of  the  vork  of  the  committee. 
The  Assembly  re-appolnt  the  committee,  adding  Mr.  Cowan;  Dr.  Thomas  Smithy 


OHUBCB  RATES. 

Kr.  COWAX,  Troon,  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Rates. 
Tbe  eeamiUee  reported  that  the  Qovemment  which  has  recently  come  to  an  end 
■tie  the  same  admiaaion  as  ita  predecessor,  bat,  being  fnlly  engrossed  with  other 
■stteia^  it  of  eenne  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  secaring  relief  from  this  injostfce. 
5ow  tkst  a  Liberal  GoTemment  is  again  In  power,  it  might  be  expected  that  at  last 
MseUuag  woold  be  done  about  this  admitted  cTil ;  bnt  with  the  amoant  of  necessary 
vtrk  whkh  must  be  done,  and  the  limited  time  In  which  to  do  it,  it  is  vain  to -look 
(0  tk  OoTemment  for  a  UH  on  this  matter  daring  the  present  session  of  Parlia- 
aieal.  Sodi  betag  ibe  state  of  mattera,  in  so  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned, 
jov  eimmlttee  has  farther  learned  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Mr.  M'Laren  to 
reiakiedaes  hia  bill.  At  leaat  daring  this  session.  The  committee  was  not  in  the 
ton  degree  surprised  at  this,  for  his  thorough  and  persererlDg  effbrls  were  all  made 
l*r  At  paipose  of  freeing  the  Established  Church  from  what  has  long  been  one  of 
ker  naoiag  sorea,  boi  instead  of  reeelTlng  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  ministers 
tf  tkst  Cbordi,  whieh  he  so  rlehly  desenred,  he  encountered*  only  opposition  and 
iqmch.  Mr.  Cowan  said  the  only  new  thing  that  had  emerged  was  this — ^he 
feasd  thai  whererer  »  oonaideiable  number  of  people  refused  to  pay  the  rate  it  was 
B«t  cafened.  It  waa,  he  remarked,  a  melancholy  state  of  mattera  that  a  law  should 
oiit  le  msnifeatly  nnjoat  (hat  when  people  say  they  won't  obey,  the  law  cannot  be 
esCMttd.    It  needed  only  a  little  time  for  the  law  to  fall  into  diasuetnde. 

Hr.  H'MICEINO,  Helensburgh  (elder),  moved  the  oontinnance  of  the  com- 
■ittet,  bat  ferrentiy  hoped  they  would  not  succeed  In  putting  an  end  to  the 
fritvaaee.  There  waa  ao  much  apathy  in  regard  to  the  ctiIs  of  the  existing  State 
Chsreh  thai  It  waa  of  real  benefit  to  hare  a  blister  on  the  torpid  body  politic  to 
itiaolate  and  keep  the  sniject  before  the  community.     (Laughter.) 

Phnesi  CAMPBELL,  Greenock,  in  seconding  this  motion,  remarked  that  the 
fficre  qoestion  of  Church  Ratea  was  oTcrshadowed  by  the  decided  motion  and  vote 
AheMiy  pasaed  io-day  by  the  Assembly,  the  greater  grievance  of  Establishment 
iododing  the  leaser.  There  was  no  harm,  however,  in  continuing  the  committee 
>a(il  tbe  Asseasblj  appointed  a  new  committee  to  take  action  on  the  larger  question, 
(ippbose.) 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  the  com- 
■ittee,  espeeially  to  the  convener. 

The  Aasembly  ran^^pointed  the  committee,  Mr.  Cowan,  convener. 

BTfiTEKAnC  PULPIT  IVRBUOnOH. 

The  Aaembly  took  up  an  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  anent 
Sfiteaiatie  PolpH  lostmctioB. 

The  Assembly  recommended  to  all  miniatera  to  give  due  attention  to  syatematio 
ptilpit  iastiiieUoB  regarding  the  doctrines  and  laws  of  our  religion. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock  next  day ;  whereof  public  inii- 
asUea  having  been  given,  this  sederunt  was  closed  with  prayer. 
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The  Auembly  met  at  ten  o'clock,  and  was  eonailtnted  with  defottoaal  extreieei. 
The  minateB  haying  been  read  and  approYcd  of,  the  Aasemblj  took  np  the  caae  of 
Profeaeor  RoberUoD  Smith. 

Profeesor  LINDSAY  called  attention  to  a  miaprint  In  the  motion  atanding  ia 
the  name  of  Dr.  Beith.  The  phraae  ''  there  ia  no  ■affieient  ground  to  anppoxt  the 
proceia  for  hereay,"  ahoald  read  "  there  ia  not  aaffieient  g^and,"  ^  It  waa  onlj 
the  addition  of  a  single  letter,  bat  the  alteration  waa  vexy  importanti    (Lai^ler.) 

OBJICTION  TO  DB.  LAIDLAVft  AlTD  DB.  BJHTH*S  MOnOBB. 

Mr.  SCOTT  objected  to  and  proteated  againat  the  oompetenej  of  the  aeoond  and 
fourth  motiona,  on  the  ground  of  their  traveraing  past  deeisiona  of  the  Aaaemblj  ia 
regard  to  the  relevancy,  and  alao  what  waa  aaid  in  regard  to  the  g^nnda  of  Pro- 
feaaor  Smith's  suapenaion.  He  waa  about  to  atate  hia  reasona  for  the  objections, 
when  the  Clerk  ol^octed  to  the  question  being  r^ed  at  that  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Professor  MACGREGOR  spoke  to  order.  It  would  be  oatrageona  to  bare  a 
debate  on  the  competency  of  the  motiona  at  thia  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCRBIFF  thought  the  gentleman  was  entitled  to  make  any 
objection  which  was  really  prellminaiy,  bat  he  did  not  think  it  would  do  to  go 
generally  into  the  queation  of  competency.  If  there  was  a  formal  and  preliminaiy 
objection  to  the  competency,  of  course  it  was  desirabie  to  hear  i%,  but  it  would  not 
do  to  go  into  a  regular  argument  on  it. 

Mr.  INNES,  Panbride,  said  these  motiona  that  were  on  their  minntea  were  not 
formally  before  the  House.  He  understood  Professor  Smith  waa  to  be  cited  at  the 
bar,  nnd  after  being  heard,  nud  hnTing  left  the  bar,  then  these  motiona  came  before 
the  House,  and  Professor  Smith  could  thereafter  have  no  place,  and  no  power  to 
apeak,  unleaa  re-called  by  the  Houae  to  the  bar. 

The  MODERATOR  auggested  that  Mr.  Scott  ahould  not  make  a  apeeeb,  but  be 
content  with  atating  hia  objectiona. 

Mr.  Scott  then  sat  down,  and  the  subject  dropped. 

TBB  CONDUOT  OV  TBI  XBKBBBS  ABD  AUDXBBCB. 

The  MODERATOR  said  it  had  been  suggested  to  him  that  he  ahonld  repeat 
aubstsntially  what  he  said  on  Tuesday  morning.  There  was  a  greater  neceoaitj  for 
it  to-day,  because  the  question  was  now  upon  its  merits.  The  decision,  therefore^ 
was  far  more  important  to-day  than  that  which  belonged  to  Tuesday.  Now,  he 
would  appeal  alike  to  the  members  of  the  House  and  to  the  audience  to  restrain 
the  expressions  that  were  Bometimes  given  forth,  for  which  there  was  no  neceaaity. 
There  waa  one  form  of  expression  which  he  hoped  they  would  not  hear  this  day. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  put  it  to  the  House,  and  especially  to  the  audience,  that  the  idea 
of  hissing  in  a  court  of  the  Church  of  Christ  ought  altogether  to  be  out  of  the 
queaUon.  (Applause.)  He  therefore  trusted  that  they  would  have  this  nnderstand- 
ing,  that  on  the  part  of  no  one  within  these  walls  would  that  sound  fall  upon  their 
ears — (hear,  hear)-^and  he  naked  to  be  allowed  to  aay,  apecially  In  the  conducting 
of  thia  caae,  that  the  gravity  of  the  manner  entered,  ahould  he  say,  into  the  Tcry 
merita  of  the  queation,  becauae  when  they  were  tranaacting  bnalneas  under  the  eye 
of  Christ,  in  connection  with  the  truth  as  it  waa  in  Jesus,  and  for  the  intereata  of 
Christ's  kingdom — ^nothing  could  be  more  unseemly  than  that  tnmultuoosnesa  that 
sometimea  previdled.  Nothing  could  be  more  fitting  for  the  honour  of  Christ  than 
a  respectful  and  reverent  silence  on  the  part  of  the  audience.  He  remaiked  that 
they  sometimea  held  their  minutes  as  resd,  and  he  thoagbt  that  the  applanae  with 
which  sundry  parties,  members  of  the  House,  were  greeted,  might  be  held  as  read. 
(Laughter.).  Just  be  content  with  believing  that  persons  rising  to  addresa  the  Hovae 
were  quite  willing  to  believe  that  they  were  greeted  withapplaase,  for  the  ailanee 
with  which  they  allowed  members  to  rise  and  speak  far  more  befitted  the  honour  of 
the  HouBc  and  the  cause  of  Christ  than  the  tumaltuousnesa  tkat  oceaaloBally  pre« 
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TiUed.  {Apihiam.)  Then  was  m  neoenilj  in  ft  erowded  Honse  for  ih^  gieatest 
iil«DM^  ud  be  hoped  he  «m  appMling  to  thoM  who  would  render  a  hoirtj  and 
fUIifig  reiponw  to  hit  Appeal    (Applaooe.) 

TBI  OBDEB  or  FB0OKDIJBi;i 

The  eav  of  Profenor  Smith  beiag  ealled, 

8ir  HUTBT  MONCEBIFP  aaid— Ceriidn  motions  were  giiren  notice  of,  and  one 
Kttoa  fiir  thai  was»  that  in  the  eireamatances,  it  waa  tboaght  expedient  and  J  net 
tkt  ProfeoMf  Smith  ahonld  have  an  opportunity  of  pleading  with  respect  to  them, 
«  ujing  anjthing  to  thia  Honse  regarding  them,  before  any  motion  waa  brooght 
fcnnid.  Therefora  I  anppoae  the  Hooae  may  give  Profeasor  Smith  an  opportunity 
^fddisgsonow. 

Profeoor  SALMOND— Allow  me  at  this  stage  to  pat  a  qaestion  which  may 
tare  waie  influence  on  the  eourae  of  the  debate.  The  qaestion  is  simply  this — At 
Thai  gtage,  and  to  what  anbject,  is  Professor  Smith  expected  to  speak  1  We  under* 
rUsd  that  he  is  now  cited  to  the  bar,  and  we  hare  before  us  a  variety  of  motions, 
wbidi  aake  the  circumstances  of  the  debate  very  complicated.  It  is  manifest  on 
Ue  &ee  of  it  that  Profeaaor  Smith  in  bis  present  circumstances  has  no  interest  to 
ipeik  to  snythiog  in  any  of  theae  motions  excepting  that  section  of  Sir  Henry 
Moooeiiri,  which  proposes  to  dispose  of  his  case  by  a  method  which  he  has  had  no 
opportsBi^  of  eonaiderlng  or  discussing,  and  the  question  I  hare  to  ask  therefore 
is  kii  interest  is  this,  Whether  it  is  not  right  and  reaaonable  that  Professor  Smith 
bf  allowed  to  speak  after  these  motioua  hare  been  reasoned  upon,  or  at  least  after 
tbt  ttction  which  I  have  referred  to  in  Sir  Henry  Monereiff*s  motion  has  been  fully 
tipmM  sad  explained  1 

Six  HXKBT  M0NCRB1FF— It  Is  for  the  Assembly  to  determine  that  point 
I:  Appesn  to  me  that  we  did  enough  when  notice  was  giren  of  whut  was  intended  to 
^proposed,  and  we  ga.rt  Profeasor  Smith  an  opportunity  of  speaking  beforehand  to 
it  1  do  not  thbik  the  House  will  think  It  reasonable  that  Professor  Smith  should 
be  estiUed  to  speak  from  the  bar  after  proposals  hare  been  made.  I  do  not  see 
b«Y  thit  eould  be  allowed ;  it  seems  to  me  it  can  only  be  by  an  extension  of  a 
Snat  CiTOBr.  Sir  Henry,  after  conaulting  with  sereml  of  the  leaders  of  the  House, 
'ad—Beesase  It  la  my  motion,  I  will  raise  no  objection  to  allowing  Professor  Smith 
to  ipeik  sfterwarda ;  but  I  find  that  the  opinion  of  other  people,  of  parties  more 
iBpaitUl  la  thia  matter,  is,  that  it  would  bo  Tory  irregular,  and  that  it  is  altogether 
«at  of  the  qneation. 

Mr.  SCBTHOBOUB— The  queation  put  by  Professor  Saimond  has  not  been 
Uiwered,  namely.  What  is  Professor  Smith  expected  to  speak  to  t 

Sir  HENRT  If  ONCRBIFF— He  la  expected  to  speak  to  any  one  of  the 
is»Uoiu  he  aeed  or  thinks  it  right  to  object  to.  If  he  doea  not  think  he  has  any 
ri^bt  to  object  to  any  more  than  one,  then  let  him  speak  to  that  one — if  he  has 
nij  one  thing  to  object  to,  allow  him  to  speak  to  that  one  thing. 

Or.  BBGQ — It  la  perfectly  plain  that  if  Professor  Smith  is  expected  to  speak  it 
mut  be  now.  The  idea  of  his  proposing  that  he  shall  answer  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff, 
ud  reriew  the  whole  debate.  Is  out  of  the  question  altogether.  ("  No,  no.'*)  When 
tbe  bosiaess  of  the  House  bqgf us  in  the  discussion  of  these  motions,  it  must  be  con- 
bed  to  the  members  of  the  House ;  and  if  a  party  at  the  bar  has  any  objections  to 
n*le  to  any  of  these  motions,  It  is  quite  reaaonable  he  should  be  beard,  or  that  he 
Bsj  be  ealled  in  to  giro  explanations ;  but  that  be  should  be  allowed  to  interpose 
^  the  motlona  hare  been  made  to  the  House  and  seconded,  to  answer  and  object 
to  the  noUoas,  reriew  the  didbate,  and  criticise  his  JudgCii,  seems  to  me  so  irregular, 
1^  1  never  even  heard  It  mooted  before. 

Hr.BBKJAMIK  BBLL— The  reasonable  proposal  we  make  is  this,  that  after 
til  tbe  aoUona  hare  been  brooght  forward  and  all  the  speeches  delirered.  Professor 
Saitb  tball  be  heard  before  we  proceed  to  the  rote.  {"  Hear,  hear/'  ^  Ko,  no," 
tad  spplftoae.) 

Sir  HEKRT  K0NCRE1FF— I  rather  think  that  is  still  more  objectionable ; 
^  Professor' Smiih,  being  at  the  bar,  should  hare  a  final  reply  on  the  whole 
>Atter.    1  rather  think  that  is  something  the  Assembly  will  not  allow. 

Hl  BOBBBTSON,  Aibroath^It  seems  to  me  «n  extraordinary  thing  that 
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Professor  Smith  ihould  be  called  to  speak  in  regard  to  motionB  which,  at  thie 
moment^  are  not  before  the  Hoom.  Sir  Henry  Honereiff,  a  little  ago,  admitted 
that  the  motiona  were  not  before  the  Honae — that  noUce  only  was  given — and  bow 
can  it  be  a  reaaonable  thing  to  ask  Profeuor  Smith  to  plead  to  aomething  which  ii 
not  before  the  House  1    (Applaase.) 

Sir  HENRT  M0NCB£1PF--Tbat  can  easily  be  made  right,  simply  by  each  of 
the  moTcrs  tabling  his  motion  now,  and  the  Honse  allowing  that  they  are  competent 
motions,  and  then  asking  Professor  Smith  to  speak  to  them  before  being  actoslly 
moved  and  seconded.  I  don't  think  the  House  will  think  this  technieality  anffidcnt 
to  admit  of  the  proposed  irregularity. 

Professor  MACGREGOa— I  think  Professor  Smith  quite  enUtled  to  apeak  to 
the  motions,  and  that  he  ought  to  speak  now.  By  means  of  the  motions  we  have 
taken  pains  to  give  him  early  intimation  of  our  views  of  the  esse 

'  Professor  LINDSAY — It  seems  to  me,  to  call  upon  Professor  Smith  before  the 
motions  an  expounded,  will  be  to  require  him  to  speak  merely  to  propoaiticns. 
{"  Ko,  no.*')  We  know  how  motions  are  often  interpreted  by  the  speeches.  I  think 
Professor  Smith  should  not  be  required  to  speak  on  mere  hypothesis,  and  I  hope  be 
will  not  do  it^     (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  HENBY  MONCBEIFF— I  hope  the  motions  laid  on  the  toble  are  not  so 
ambiguous  as  to  give  rise  to  the  idea  that  Professor  Smith  must  speak  merely  to 
hypothesis.  I  find  elaborate  papers  printed  by  Professor  Smith  which  show  that  he 
docs  not  believe  his  case  rests  merely  on  some  hypothesis.  1  find  in  them  a  regularly 
written  aigument  on  the  oaae  aa  it  is,  and  I  don't  see  why  it  could  not  be  supple- 
mented now.    This  is  a  mere  technical  objection  without  any  legal  forcei 

Principal  BAIN  Y— I  leally  think  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  the  bar  ahoold 
speak  after  the  House.  All  we  could  do  in  friendship  to  Professor  Smitli  wss  to 
give  him  notice  of  everything  that  was  to  be  brought  forward,  and  all  which  is 
subject  to  be  altered  if  Professor  Smith's  pleadings  shall  show  that  there  ia  aa  is- 
justice  or  an  impropriety  in  any  of  these  courses.  I  consider  that  Profeasor  Smiib 
is  open  and  entitled  (6  spesk  on  soything'wlHitever  idiich  seems  to  him  fitted  to 
bear  upon  any  one  of  these  motions. 

Hr.  BOSS  TAYLOB,  Kelvinside— It  seems  to  me  a  strange  thing  for  Prindpal 
Rainy  to  say  that  the  bar  must  not  be  allowed  to  speak  after  the  House.  Why,  in 
any  erdinaiy  criminal  court,  before  a  man  is  senteneed,  he  is  asked  if  be  has  anj- 
thing  to  say  why  sentence  should  not  be  pronounced  sgainst  him.  In  thla  esse, 
according  to  the  motions,  tbe  question  is  whether  Professor  Smith  is  to  be  put  oot 
of  his  chair  or  retained  in  it— (hear,  hear) — and  clearly  if  a  motion  ia  submitted  to 
the  effect  that  he  should  be  put  out  of  his  Chair,  he  ought  to  be  heard  in  nnswer 
before  such  a  sentenoe  is  pronouneed.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  HENBY  KONCBElFF-^The  criminal  in  a  oouH  of  justice  is  naked  if  be 
has  anything  to  say  why  sentence  sbonld  not  be  pronounced  sgainst  him  ;  but  then 
he  has  already  been  found  guilty.     (Laughter  and  applause.) 

Dr.  HAMILTON— It  is  said  it  would  be  altogether  out  of  the  question  to  allow 
Professor  Smith  to  give  his  reasons  after  partiea  had  been  heard  on  these  motions. 
1  wish  to  aak  Sir  Henry  MonerdfiTif  it  is  a  regular  matter  to  give  notice  of  nsotloas 
beforehand  t  We  were  told  in  a  previous  esse  that  was  altogether  irregulnr.  If  the 
House  allowed  this  irregularity,  might  it  not  allow  the  further  irregnladtjr  of  hear- 
ing Professor  Smith  ? 

Sir  HENBY  M0NCBEIFF--4!hei«  was  a  dear  judgment  come  to  witb  infer 
ence  to  the  protest  and  complaint  on  Tuesday.  Immediately  after  that  tbe  Honse 
could  proceed  to  adopt  any  courae  it  chose  on  that  Judgment,  and  waa  not  boand  to 
defer  the  matter  or  give  any  botlee,  and  theae  noticea  are  net  an  Irregularity  upon 
any  decision  in  the  case.  After  that  decision  the  eourse  waa  referred  to  tbe  Asaen- 
bly,  which  chose  to  proceed  in  this  way.  It  ia  in  point  of  form  ck  prolta.  Imt  in 
point  of  substance  a  &ir  and  reasonable  right  that  Professor  Smith  sbonld  be 
si  lowed  to  speak  beforehand. 

Mr.  TAYLOB— 1  wish  to  ask  Sir  Henry  if  the  sentence  of  the  conrt  is  not  in 
his  motion  t    ( Applsuse.) 

Sir  HENBY  MONOBEIFF— Of  course,  I  don't  admit  that  there  is  any  sen- 
tence which  esn-  be  called  a  judicial  sentence  at  the  end  of  the  psrtienlsr  motion 
referred  tOb    {**  Oh,  oh.")    If  there  were  Indeed  a  judiclsl  tentence  to  be  piononaced. 
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(Mi  vould  be  aa&Uier  tkiog.  With  ttgud  to  the  motion,  for  example,  that  the 
Aiienblj  proceed  to  probatioiiy  there  voald  then  be  room  for  aomethiDg  being 
uld;  batattbe  tame  time  I  voa't  take  upon  myaelf  to  aaj  what  4be  Aosembly 
ihoold  do  before  gomg  to  the  vote — whether  they  ahonld  give  any  opportunity  to 
Professor  Smith  or  not.     I  rather  think  the  House  would  oonrider  it  irregular. 

Profenor  MACGREGOB— I  beg  to  more.  Moderator,  that  Professor  Smith 
•hoald  be  heard  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen— If  Professor  Smith  speaks  now,  and  is  re- 
lied the  ri^bt  again,  yon  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  apeaking  to  any  fatnre  pro- 
(:-jdL   He  would  make  a  motion  if  neoessaiy. 

Profeitor  8ALH0ND  was  prepared  to  seeond  it. 

Sir  HKXRT  MONCEEIFF^It  is  simply  on  the  ground  ihat  there  are  peenli- 
vitiei  in  the  motions,  or  peculiarities  in  one  of  them,  that  it  has  been  thought  right 
\hii  ProfeMor  Smith  should  liare  an  opportunity  of  saying  anything  about  it  As 
afesenl  rale^  there  would  be  no  pariicalar  right,  beeause  some  other  motion  might 
U  broBght  forward.    ( Interruption. ) 

Mr.  HOWIE — This  relates  merely  to  a  matter  of  procedure.  Would  it  not 
extrieite  the  Aesemblj  from  the  difficulty  if  it  were  to  say  whether  or  notwe  should 
go  on  to  probation,  and  then,  if  we  agree  to  go  on  to  probation,  Professor  Smith 
fill  be  heard  I    (Cries  of  "  »o,  no,"  and  "  Vote.") 

Kr.  MILLEB,  Buckie,  said  other  motions  might  emerge  In  the  eourse  of  the 
•^^iteauion,  or  such  changes  might  be  made  on  the  existing  ones  as  would  idter  their 
vhde  effeet  The  reasons  why  these  proposala  were  made  were  only  hinted  at>  and 
\it  exposition  of  these  might  materially  alter  the  bearings  of  the  Assembly's 
deeuioB.  How  could  Professor  Smith  know  what  he  should  say  unless  he  spoke  at 
tkeelose? 

Kr.  WOOD— I  moTe  that  Professor  Smith  should  be  heard  at  ihe  close  of  the 
debek. 

The  Earl  of  KINTORE  seconded. 

Sir  HEKRY  MONCREIFF— I  am  not  going  to  take  part4n  the  TOting  on  that 
BStioa  moved  by  Mr.  Wood  and  seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Kintore ;  bnt  at  the  same 
limtf  I  would  say  there  is  a  great  deal  of  irregularity  in  it,  and  I  don't  see  bow 
it  ii  to  be  reconciled  with  good  order.  Of  course  if  Professor  Smith  is  to  be 
tord  after  the  discussion  and  after  the  reply — {'^  No,  no  '*} — It  is  still  more  objec- 
t^&ible. 

Professor  SALHOKD— 'If  you  will  allow  me  a  single  lentenee,  I  would  rerert  tc 
^i  qoeitioD.  My  question  referred  to  the  diffioolty  which  wss  conveyed  by  Six 
Eturj'g  motion.  (Interruption.)  Tbe  difficalty  I  wish  to  speak  of  doea  not  attach 
to  I>r.  Begg*s  motion,  because,  in  the  event  of  its  being  carried.  Professor  Smith 
'U  hire  his  natural  opportunity  of  speaking  to  probation,  but  the  difficulty  created 
u  crated  by  the  fact  that  the  second  half  of  Sir  Henry's  motion  is  manifestly  not 
J^ciil.  It  is  introducing,  in  our  opinion,  an  entirely  new  way  of  disposing  of 
ProSenor  Smith'a  caae.  In  view  of  which  he  is  not»  properly  speaking,  a  party  at  the 
^u  ftt  all ;  and  the  question  is.  Whether  it  fai  fair  to  introduce  this  matter  in  con* 
^^fUoa  with  the  firat  half  of  the  motion,  which  is'  judicial,  and  to  refuse  Professor 
'>aiih  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  new  matter,  Whieh  is  not  Judicial,  and  with 
•/erenee  to  which  he  is  not  at  the  barl    (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  HEKRY  MOKCREIFF— When  I  said  just  now— (interrupUon,  cries  of 
"  V(,u  ")>-that  I  would  not  rote  on  the  motion,  that  was  because  I  was  personally 
^te^med  in  it — (hear,  hear)— and  don't  wish  to  take  a  particular  part ;  but  I  know 
^h  feeliDg  is  so  decided  that  there  are  members  in  the  House  who  would  take  part 
'^  tbe  debate  on  ihe  question,  but  who,  if  this  motion  is  carried,  con^der  it  so  irre- 
.:zUr  that  they  will  not  take  part  in  it  at  all. 
^.  James  Balfour,  Dr.  Begg,  and  scTeral  members  rose  to  speak,  amid  cries  of 

Dr.  BEQQ,  obtaining  precedence,  said — I  hope  Mr.  Wood  will  not  press  his 
-sdtioa;  bnt  if  he  does,  I  am  prepared  to  mowe  that  we  give  to  Professor  Smith,  at 

'M  &uge,  an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  I  don't  say  we  ahould  Instruct  him  to 
'peik,  or  request  him  to  speak,  but  that  we  give  him  an  opportunity  to  speak  at 

•4  stage.  I  feel  as  stroogly  as  any  man  can  do  on  this  question,  but  the  idea 
^'  Professor  SmiiJi  renewing  the  debate  In  this  AsMmbly  on  the  pari  of  his 
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ittdgea  wovld  be  the  meet  unpiecedented  thing  thai  erer  ooeaned  in  it.  I  wooM 
coniider  it  my  datj  to  oppose  thut  to  the  nttermoei  m  a  s;reftt  riolatioa  of  jmtiee 
and  propriety.  If  Profeaaor  Smith  wiahea  to  make  any  remark  on  Ae  anbjeet  now 
I  think  we  ahonld  be  ready  to  hear  Urn,  but  the  proposal  of  reTiewing  hia  judgei 
ia  moat  irregular.  Nothing  that  erer  eame  from  Aberdeen  oonld  eseeed  t^ 
(Laaghter.) 

Mr.  JAMES  BALFOUR— I  wish  to  second  Dr.  Hogg's  motion.  I  think  ereiy 
consideraUon  should  be  giTen  to  Professor  Smith  in  the  ease ;  but  the  House  mnit 
consider  what  is  due  to  itaelf  slso.  (Hear,  hear.)  Suppose  the  proposal  made  oa 
behalf  of  Professor  Smith  was  aceepted,  wliat  would  the  result  be!  The  Hoqn 
would  deliberate  on  the  whole  ease,  disease  the  Tarious  motions,  and  then  hctr 
Professor  Smith.  If  what  he  says  shall  impart  a  new  element  into  the  case,  tbe  i 
House  would  require  to  go  into  the  whole  diaeussion  again,  and  reriew  STeiythiog 
that  had  been  said  after  the  new  light  liad  been  thrown  upon  it  by  Profeasor  Smith; 
and,  therefore,  I  do  think  that  he  ought  to  be  perfeetly  satisfied  if  (he  Honae  alloY  i 
him  now,  after  liaring  had  notice  of  the  mot&ona,  to  speak  to  anything  ot  nothing  is 
he  thinks  best.  " 

Sheriff  OAMPBELL— I  must  say  I  see  nothing  irregular  in  asking  Professor 
Smith  to  speak  now  if  he  desires  to  spesk.     He  haa  a  vuj  great  adrsBtage  h 
speaking  now  in  haYing  erery  proposal  which  the  House  oan  entertain  before  him.    I 
('*No,  no.")    He  has  every  one  of  them.    There  are  fonr  motions,  and  he  has  them    i 
all  before  him ;  but  the  Houae  Is  at  perfect  liberty,  if  th^  wish  or  see  fit,  or  if  anj-    ! 
thing  new  is  introduced  which  Professor  Smith  eould  not  foresee,  to  allow  him  (o 
explain  what  he  had  not  previously  an  oppoitunlty  of  explaining.    I  don*t  think,    I 
howcfcr,  there  is  the  least  reason  to  expect  that  any  new  thing  will  be  broached—   | 
(laughter) — and,  therefore,  I  thinik  there  is  no  Irregularity  whatsoerer  in.  aaUag   I 
Professor  Smith  noir  to  deal  with  tlie  esse. 

Mr.  REKNIE,  Wick— We  ha?e  listened  to  the  learned  statement  of  our  leaned   j 
legal  adviser,  and  are  willing  to  give  all  respect  to  his  Judgment ;  but  what  he 
mentions  is  precisely,  the  portion  that  we  take,  i  hat  In  Sir  Henry  Monereifi^a  motion  | 
there  is  matter  that  ia  not  before  Professor  Smith,  and  not  put  before  him  as  a  party  I 
at  the  bar,  because  it  is  not  in  the  regular  eourse  of  judicial  procedure,  and  what  ve  | 
aay  is  this,  that  the  extra-judicial  way  of  disposing  of  Profeasor  Smith,  and  affecting  | 
his  interestain  relation  to  the  Church,  ia  wrong, -an  he  is  entitled  to  know  somethlsg  ; 
about  the  ressons  why  this  extraordiuaiy  proMdure  ia  proposed.    (Hear,  heAZ.)    I  i 
wish  to  say,  before  sitting  down,  that  it  ia  not  proposed  l>y  Professor  Smith  thai  he  i 
should  be  beard  after  the  reply,  but  that  he  should  be  heard  before  the  reply ;  then  i 
Sir  Henry  Mouereiff  will  have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  anything  Professor  I 
Smith  may  have  to  produce  in  oritlciaing  the  course  he  proposes  to  take.     (Cries  of 
"  Tote.")    I  hope  Mr.  Wood  will  pencTcre  and  put  his  motion  to  the  Honse.     (In- 
terruption, and  eriea  of  **  Vote.") 

Mr.  INNES,  Panbryde — Before  the  House  proceeds  to  its  owYi  judgment*  parties 
are  so  far  remoTcd  ftom  the  bar  that  they  cannot  speak  until  the  Housa  chooee  to 
summon  them  anew  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  Kinmundy-:--Sheriff  Oimpbell's  motion  should  be  aeeepUble 
to  the  whole  House.  If  anything  arlaea  which  seems  to  require  explanation  on  Pro- 
fessor Smith's  part*  any  of  his  friends  may  move  that  he  be  called  to  the  bar  and 
asked  to  speak  on  that  points  I  suppose  any  member  is  at  liberty  to  moTo  that, 
and  I  think  that  may  end  the  whole  discussion. 

Several  members  rose  amid  some  confusion  to  speak.  In  answer  to  eriea  of 
•'  Cowan," 

.  Sheriff  COWAK,  Paisley,  said— Moderator,  we  are  not  now  proceeding  to  proba- 
tion. I  think  that  is  something  orerlooked  by  the  friends  who  hare  spoken.  We 
ore  proceeding  to  consider  what  course  we  shall  take  in  this  case.  VFhen  we  proceed 
to  probation  we  should  hear  Professor  Smith.  There  is  one  thing  in  Sir  Henry 
MoncrciCPs  motion  that  is  unusual — (hear,  hear] — and,  therefore,  it  waa  for  thst 
resson  that  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  gave  notice  of  that  motion,  and  gave  it  for  the 
information  of  Professor  Smith.  There  is  sufBcient  information  to  enable  him  to 
deal  with  it,  if  he  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  which  we  all  are  willing  to  give 
him  of  being  heard.  I  slnoerely  trust  and  hope  that  we  are  not  now  going  to  divide 
on  the  queition.    If  W9  do  I  shall  most  certainly  vote  with  Dr.  Begg.    I  hope  that' 
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•n  iba  6i€idt  oa  ih»  •ther  tide,  after  ooniidflTiiig  ike  oLrenaista&cei,  will  not  press 
Ike  Botioe  mde. 

Mr.  WOOD  ezjmeeed  hie  willingneee,  with  the  approvtl  of  his  seconder,  not  to 
fRtt  kii  ootioD.  He  only  yielded  to  the  eonvenlenee  of  the  House  ss  his  eon- 
RieotioQi  eoiiTletion  wss  that  he  was  right. 

The  lul  of  KINTOBE  expressed  his  williognees  to  accede  also.    (Cries  of 

JCc  MILLSB  said  there  were  two  elements  in  the  motions,  a  judioia],  which 
oovid  be  plesdcd  to  at  cr.-#e,  and  another. ,  when  he  wss  intermpted  by  cries  of 

Sir  HKHBY  MOKCUIFP— I  nnderstand  there-is  no  motion  before  the  House, 
aofi  thst  Prsfessor  Smith  sbonld  now  have  the  opporinnlty  of  speaking. 

Mr  MlUiKB  rose  sgain  and  wiahed  to  point  to  the  two  elements.  He  wss 
net  bj  cries  ef**  Order.* 

Tie  MODERATOR— I  think  the  feeling  of  the  Hense  is  that  Mr.  Wood 
biiif  ilihdcawn  his  motion,  the  only  course  before  as  now  is  to  hear  Professor 
Saitk 

Sheriff  COW  AN-*I  wish  to  pat  a  queation  to  Sir  Henxy  Moncreiff.  <Iatermp- 
iNsud  cries  of  "Chsir.*^ 

Prateor  8ALMOND  wished  the  motion  pressed,  maintsining  that  he  had 
Mosded  Mr.  Wood,  and  had  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WOOD  affirmed  that  it  was  the  Earl  of  Kintore  who  seconded  his  motion ; 
lad  MiMeor  MaeOtegor  having  added  his  testimony,  proposed  that  Professor  Smith 
iboeld  Bsv  be  reqoesiad  to  address  the  Assembly. 

Mieieor  SAJLMOND  attempted  to  address  the  House,  bat  waa  intermpted ;  and 
Br.  BSOO  rising,  asked  that  the  business  of  the  House  should  be  proceeded  wlth| 
led  tbei  Professor  Smith  shouU  now  be  heard. 

The  MODBRATOa—Is  that  sgieed  tot    C'Agreed.'O 

Pkefeeeor  SALHOKD  dissented. 

P^eeser  UACQRRGOR— Is  Professor  Salmond  at  liberty  to  dissent  when  he  is 
It  tbe  berl    (Lsughter.)    The  speaker  here  apologised  for  his  mistakOi 

Sberiff  COWAN — In  jnsUee  to  Professor  Smith  before  he  begins  to  spesk,  I  wish 
to  Ilk  Sir  Heniy  Honcreiff  whether,  in  the  pert  of  his  motion  which  proceeds-— 
"fade  sad  deelarea  that  he  mast  now  eesse  to  hold  the  Ohair  of  Hebrew  and  Oid 
Teitsacat  Llterstara  at  Aberdeen,"  he  meant  to-conserre  Professor  Smith's  rights 
10  kii  ceDelumenta  aa  profeieort 

Sir  HBHRY  MONCRBIFF— It  would  not  be  right  at  this  stage  that  I  should 
ny  caytbiag  en  this  sal>Jcot»  I  am  not  going  Into  the  merits  of  the  motion  jost 
ifl«*  It  is  a  noiica  of  motion.  This  question  can  be  asked  before  I  make  the 
netioa— if  I  do  make  It— or  after  I  hare  made  it. 

Tbe  MODERATOR  then  stated  that  the  House  was  now  prepared  to  hear 
IVifenor  Smith. 

Pftfeseor  SMITH,  who  was  most  eordislly  received,  said^Moderstor,  I  simply 
Qtt  to  esy  that  I  decline  to  plead  at  this  moment — (applause  from  the  galleries) — 
led  1  thlbk  it  ia  more  respectful  to  the  House  thst  I  should  in  a  single  word  indi- 
ate  «by  it  ia  impossible  Ibr  me  to  plead—not  from  any  spirit  of  contumacy,  or 
titb  any  other  desire  than  to  help  the  House,  so  fkr  ss  orderly  and  regular  conduet 
«  tbe  part  of  a  party  at  the  bar  can  help  the  House,  towarde  a  good  decieion.  If 
tbere  bad  been  now  preferred  sgainst  me  any  part  of  the  chsrge  on  which  I  hsTO 
^  tried  ibr  tbe  last  three  years,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  speak  to  thst 
oblige;  bat  at  present  there  are  in  the  motions  before  the  House,  or  rather  there  ia 
bc&re  tbe  Hooae^  in  Tirtue  of  the  decision  of  Tuesday,  nothing  else  but  a  question 
«f  idjastmeat  of  the  order  of  procedure,  and  upon  that  subject  I  hsve  nothing 
vbetefer  to  say.  There  is  nothing  in  any  of  the  motions  laid  on  the  table,  so  far. 
u  tbe;  keep  themseWes  to  the  question  of  wbat  the  Assembly  is  to  do  now  in  cany- 
^  est  this  case,  upon  which  I  hsYC  any  comment  or  animsdrersion  to  make,  or 
vitb  regard  to  which  I  could  not  Icare  the  wliole  matter  with  the  fullest  confidence 
Ia  tbe  jadgmeat  of  the  House,  without  any  statement  on  my  part.  It  is  qaiie  true 
ibii  la  one  motion  there  is  something  else — that  in  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Hon* 
cttiff  there  is  a  resolution  to  deprire  me  of  my  chair,  which  has  no  connection  with 
^caie^  and  with  r^ttd  to  which  I  am  certainly  not  at  the  bar,  becaoae,  as  haa 
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been  already  explained,  it  ia  not  regarded  ai  JndicUl.  I  do  not  fiad  the  reuoai 
wby  it  is  proposed  ia  the  motion ;  aod,  moreoTer,  the  proposal  is  not,  as  jet^  before 
the  House.  And,  lo  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  tbst  the  House 
at  thia  siege  has  got  sny  ground  or  argument  whaterer  for  proceeding  to  such  s 
course.  It  ia  impossible  for  me  to  plead  to  It ;  in  the  first  place,  because  it  is  not 
part  of  the  charge  against  me  at  the  bar;  and,  in  the  second  place,  I  do  not  know 
the  arguments  by  which  it  is  to  be  defended,  and  no  man  can  be  called  opoa  to 
defend  bis  legal  position  until  it  has  been  attacked.    (Loud  applause.) 

Principal  BAINY — With  reference  to  the  statement  of  Professor  Smith  just 
now,  I  think  it  Is  of  some  importance  to  put  this  point  to  the  House,  that  at  tbU 
stage,  in  the  ordinary  judicial -course,  Professor  Smith  rould  not  be  heard  at  all. 
The  House  would  proceed  on  ihh  finding  of  Tuesday  without  further  pleading  at  the 
bsr  to  expedite  the  process  of  the  case.  There  is  no  position  at  the  bar  at  present 
for  Professor  Smith  or  for  any  of  those  who  were  at  the  bar  in  that  relation.  Bot 
.  it  has  been  put  before  the  House,  it  la  known  to  the  House,  that  there  may  be  a 
course  of  proeeeding,  with  reference  to  which  it  appears  to  the  House  that  the  Houee 
would  not  like  to  come  to  a  conclusion  about  it  without  hearing  what  Profeasor 
Smith  has  to  say.  One  of  the  matters  which  we  all,  I  suppose,  have  present  to  our 
minds  in  reasoning  the  case  is  anything  that  Professor  Smith  mi^  hare  to  say. 
Now,  I  juat  wish  to  say  that  I,  for  one,  wilt  not  be  put  into  the  portion  of  reasoning 
the  caae,  and  then  afterwards  hear  what  Professor  Smith  haa  to  say  upon  it  (Hear, 
hear.)  i  will  notrbe  put  in  a  position  of  reasoning  the  case,  then  afterwards  hear 
what  Professor  Smith  has  to  say ;  then,  of  course,  to  be  in  a  position  in  which  we 
would  be  called  upon  to  begin  again  to  put  all  our  motions  afresh,  and  reason  the 
caae  all  oyer  again  with  fresh  light.  I,  for  one,  refuse  to  be  put  in  that  poaiUoo, 
and- 1  wish  that  to  be  diatinctly  understood. 

Professor  LINDSAY — I  should  like  also  to  remark  that  In  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  especially  after  Dr.  Bafaiy's  speech,  Professor  Smith's  refusal  to  plead  vlU 
be  more  eloquent  than  anything  he  could  say.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Profiesior  Smith  then  left  the  House. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  then  said— Moderator,  I  suppose  it  is  now  time  to 
take  up  eonsideration  of  the  motions,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  before  us,  and  as 
*  I  have  giren  notice  of  the  first  motion,  I  beg  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  Nov 
1  am  perfectly  aware  that  it  la  a  motion  of  a  peculiar — (hear,  hear) — ^rather  than  an 
ordinary  kind.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  ia  a  motion  of  a  peculiar  and  extraordinaiy  kind. 
I  do  not  wish  to  disguise  that.  I  do  not  wish  other  people  to  say  that  withoot  iu 
being  admitted  at  the  ontset.  No  doubt  it  is  a  peculiar  and  extraordinary  motion ; 
and  the  question  Just  Is,  whether  the  cireumstancea — (hear) — are  not  auffidentlj 
extraordinary  and  peculiar  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  the  motion— (hear,  hear)— 
on  the  supposition  that  the  Assembly  can,  with  respect  to  its  own  power,  and  with 
respect  to  what  is  just,  adopt  it  Of  course,  if  it  can  be  shown  to  be  in  its  own 
nature  unjust,  beyond  the  power  of  the  Assembly,  then  no  considerationa  can  juati^f 
the  adoption  of  it.  I  will  adrert  to  the  question  of  power  afterwards,  but  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  first  of  all  adrert  to  the  terms  of  the  motion,  which  are 
sufficient  of  themselres,  I  think,  to  explain  it.  I  think  the  reaaons  for  it  are 
embodied  in  it.  Whether  they  are  good  reasons  or  not,  I  think  they  are  opeDl.T 
proclaimed  in  the  motion,  and  there  can  be  no  mistake  about  thatb  Ton  will 
obserre  that  when  the  Assembly  resolTCs  not  to  give  any  renewed  inatmcUbni  in 
this  motion  to  the  Preabyteiy  for  the  probation  of  the  libel,  nor  to  take  any  other 
steps  in  that  direction,  it  does  so  expressly  with  this  clause  introduced,  **  without 
disturbing  any  of  the  judgments  pronounced  by  former  General  Assembliea  in  the 
case."  Without  disturbing  any  of  these  judgments.  Now  that,  to  me,  Is  an  important 
consideration.  These  judgments  have  been  come  to  apart  altogether  from  the 
application  of  them  to  Professor  Smith  personally.  No  doubt  a  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  him  personally  in  the  course  of  the  case^  but  I  feel  sure  the  great  body 
of  those  who  roted  against  him  and  against  his  view,  either  in  this  Assembly  or  in 
former  Assemblies,  hare  had  no  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  and,  moreover,  hare 
not  been  thinking  so  much  of  the  question  of  how  it  affects  him  personally,  aa  of 
the  question  how  it  affects  the  consistency  of  the  Glhurch  in  maintaining  the  truth 
acooidlng  to  her  Standards.  (Hear,  hear.)  Of  course,  I  believe  there  are  personB 
who  will  rote  for  this  motion  who  hare  not  agreed  with  the  minority  of  Anemblies 


THURfiDAY,  MAT  37,  ISdO.— «]R  BBNRT  MOKGREIFF.      .         177 

ia  Ike  eOMlaiittu  to  wUek  they  h»j€  com«,  Init  lUU  they  aro  dispoted  to  respeet 
theie  eoBdatiou  of  iho  majority,  and  not  to  distarb  them. 

'Sow,  obsecre,  when  the  releTancy  of  the  libel  is  held  as  a  thing  settled,  that 
thi^  k  letUed  is,  that  the  Tiew  of  partieolar  matters  eonneeted  with  the  character 
•f  the  book  of  Seriptore  referred  to,  is  held,  throogh  the  relevancy  of  these  Jndg- 
moBti^  to  be  one  which  the  Chnreh  is  not  prepared  to  allow,  and  the  qaeetion  that 
resttisi  after  that  is,  whether,  when  yon  eome  to  look  at  the  aetoal  statements  of 
Mmat  SouUi  in  the  eziraete,  yon  can  say  yon  hare  there  a  snffieient  exhibition 
of  FralMMr  Smith's  own  views,  and  thereby  bring  the  thing  thoroaghly  home  to 
hia,  QsUl  yoo  latisfy  younelves  that  yon  have  in  the  minor  proposition  a  snfBcient 
eikibitisB  of  Profeisor  Smith's  own  views  1  Bat,  remember,  the  qnestion  does  not 
reoaiB  to  be  setUed,  whether  the  extracts  which  we  have  from  the  writings  in  the 
hbcl  do  MiiEeiently  correspond  with  the  charge  in  the  major  premiss.  That  is 
wUkd  bj  the  relevancy ;  and,  if  yoo  were  going  on  to  proof,  yon  woold  have  to 
M  silk  ibis  qnestion.  How  isr  these  extracts  do  express  Professor  Smith's  views, 
or  vhetkftr  they  do  not  sofficlently  express  them  1  ( Applanse.)  But  there  remains 
BO  (jvttion  u  to  the  certainty  of  Uiese  extracts.  As  they  are  given,  they  correspond 
t«  the  chsifo  in  the  migor  premiss  of  the  libel.  Therefore,  there  is  no  room  for 
goi&gbuknpon  that,  otherwise  yon  wonld  disturb  the  judgments  of  former  Assem- 
bHci;  lad  tlM  statement  in  this  motion  Is,  that  what  is  to  be  done  is  not  to  distorb 
<be« jndgments.  I  wish  that  to  be  perfeetly  dear  at  the  outset,  beoaose  I  would 
Mtagnetoany  motion  that  did  not  dearly  preserve  the  integrity  of  these  jodg- 
■tkti,  w  &r  as  they  ga  (Hear,  hear.)  But  Uien  this  motion  takes  into  considers- 
tim  A  samber  of  drenmstance^,  sad  I  wish  to  fix  attention  on  these  drcamstanoes 
u  tW7  irt  here  stated.  There  is  the  position  in  existing  dreomstances  of  the  libel 
wkith  bsi  been  served  on  Professor  Smith. 

lev,  the  podtioD  of  that  libd  in  existing  cbrenmstanees  is  the  position  of  a  libel 

vkkb  VII  fint  framed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1878,  which  was  judged  of  in 

iWiaesibly  of  thnt  year,  and  which  was  brought  back  to  the  Assembly  of  1879 

>tot  gnat  deal  of  diaeussion  in  Synod  and  Presbyteiy,  so  that^  in  point  of  fact, 

^  Binds  of  the  people  of  the  Free  Chnreh  have  become  greatly  agitated  by  the 

Miet  of  this  esse  contlnning  to  occupy  so  much  attention.    The  libel  has  come  into 

t^t  portion.    I  am  not  going  to  say  by  whose  fault  it  is  that  the  ease  occupies 

iJnt  poritisn— still,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  posiUon  of  the  libel  in  existing 

einaaMtittess  is  peculiar.    Then  we  go  on  to  say,  **  Conudering  ahK>  the  evils  that. 

uy  iriie  from  further  protraction  of  the  case."    I  happen  to  know  that  a  veiy  great 

MBber  of  persons,  iadoding  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  iiitherto  anpporteid  us 

la  bolfiog  the  relevancy  of  this  libel,  and  who  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  views 

of  Profcmr  Smith,  are  extremely  desirous  of  having  the  case  brought  to  a  conelu- 

f'4SB  It  this  Assembly — (applauie) — and  that  we  shall  not  satisfy  them  unless  we 

•0  erer^thing  we  can  to  prevent  a  further  protraction  of  the  ease.    That  is  one  of 

^  couidcrstions  that  are  mentioned  in  the  motion,  and  that  operate  on  the  minds 

<^  aeae  of  ns.    Bat  then  there  is  along  with  that  this  statement^''  The  posdbility 

ftt  the  preaent  stage  of  disposing  of  it  so  as  adequately  to  guard  the  great  interests 

iiTolTed  \n.  it*    Thnt  leads  me  into  another  part  of  my  subject — "^So  ss  adequately 

to  pud  the  great  interests  involved  in  it."    There  is  »  motion  on  your  table,  that 

^  Amembly  proceed  to  the  proof.    That  is  not  a  motion  tluit  I  am  at  all  avem 

^  in  itasit    I  wonld  gladly  have  gone  along  with  Dr.  Begg  in  adopting  a  proposal 

te  vt  shonld  at  once  proeeed  to  the  proof.    I  suppose  no  one  here  proposes  to 

Msd  it  bsck  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  for  proof.    (Hear,  hear.)    Dr.  Begg 

pnpMs  to  proeeed  to  the  probation  of  the  libel.    Well,  I  would  have  been  glad  to 

<i«  thst  if  I  were  not  made  sensible  that  our  doing  so  may  involve  us  in  questions 

^kit  wfll  protnei  the  ease  further — if  I  had  not  the  impression  that  it  may  be  very 

^iSeah  indeed  to  prevent  the  ease  from  hanging  on  another  year  if  you  adopt  that 

Botioa.    That  is  one  argnment  that  I  have.    But,  of  oourse,  thst  would  not  be 

«B«iigh  if  I  were  persuaded  that  in  point  of  eonsistency  we  were  absolutely  bound  to 

S*  m  to  probation.    Bnt  then  the  qoesUon  is,  whether  we  ean  decide  it  otherwise. 

^Vit  leads  me  to  express  an  opinion  of  mlne^  nnd  I  must  do  so,  even  though  others 

*^nld  ael  agree  with  it.    The  idea  of  the  eonception  of  this  motion  did  not  ozigi- 

<>^  with  mo — I  moat  fidrly  say  so— it  ia  only  right  to  ssy  so.    It  came  in  cons«- 

<3c«Bot  of  my  beSsg  made  folly  aware  of  two  th^s-'firtt.  That  persons  who  had 


178  CASS  OF  PROFESSOR  S1IITH.-HSKUI  HBNBT  lid|I€SBB£re 

hitherlo  ntiber  leein^d  to  l«aa  to  Profoisar  Smith's  side  ol  the  oaaa,  to  fir  ai  not  to 
agree  with  ns  iu  the  coBolnsioiu  at  which  we  had  arriTed^  aeverUoleu  now  wete 
dJBpooed  towards  some  Adjastment  of  the  kind  to  whieh  this  motion  refen ;  and  ^e 
oUier  conaldention  waa  what  I  have  alreadj  edTerted  to  aUmg  wiUi  aomething  tint. 
Indeed*  great  nnmben  of  persona  who  had  hitherto  aupported  oa  in  onr  tiewi  ol  Uw 
esse,  were  intent  open  lutviog  the  ease  bronght  to  a  close  in  this  AaseBiUj;  ud, 
moreoTer,  they  were  strongl  j  of  opinion  thnt  we  onght  not  to  proeoed  io  an  utimt 
sentenee  st  the  present  sUge ;  and  that  if  only  Brofessor  Smith  weio  jmk  sUovad  to 
go  ML  in  the  execeise  of  his  fanetions  in  that  ohair^  they  wonld  not  deairo  Ihit  tke 
Ghoreh  should  go  further  at  prssent^  bit  give  him»  «s  they  say^-^ooMt  jitiwIMhk. 

Nowi  it  so  happena  that  liaa  been  my  opinion  lor  a  good  long  tliM»  OTsn  if  the 
libel  were  carried  ont  to  proof;  and  if  the  proof  were  thoranghiy  made  ost^  I 
should  not  be  disposed  to  propose  aqy  farther  sentenee  even  la  thaterint»ezQept 
that  of  azdoding  Professor  Smith  from  that  ehalr.  I  won'i  go  into  psnimlui 
as  ie  why  I  ahoold  arrive  at  that  eonelasien,  because  tin  one  thing  I  en 
going  to  say  is  qaite  enough — quite  enongh  in  my  jadgment  U  Is  IhiH-tbt 
judgment  haa  been  formed  altogether  independent^  of. any  exigenciM  Uiat 
have  arissn  in  connection  with  onr  present  position,  beeauso  I  have  been  foiD* 
ii^  it  for  a  long  time.  I  have  ^  along  maintained  the  oharge  against  ProfttBoi 
Smith,  as  «•  have  found  it  relerant^  la  not  the  same,  thing  as  a  obaigo  of  direoUy  oi 
OTea  constraotirely  denying  a/andamental  doetrine  of  the  Chiirch**4ha  doctriae  ol 
inspiration  ov  any  other— but  a  ohaige  of  maintaining  pnbliely  aaophiion  M^eeUsi 
a  book  of  Soriptare,  or  a  portion  of  the  book  ol  Soripture,  whkh,  in  Um  Jodgmeat  ol 
this  Ohnroht  cannot  be  logically,  reconciled  with  tha  deetriaetof  the  Staiidaii&  As^ 
I  holdy  when  yon  ind  a  man  to  have  thus  brooght  himself  intooppoaltteft  with  th 
Standards,  yon  have  not  done  just  the  same  thing  as  if  yon  had  oonvietad  him  of  d«flj> 
ing,  either  direotly  or  oonstmotively,  the  laagnsgt  of  the  Standards;  and*  Ihsrefon 
I  should  not  be  prepaied  to  say  the  Judgment  to  be  prenenneed  upon  him  in  raeh  eir 
cumstances  onght  to  have  been  the  same  as  it  would  have  been  in  the  other  eau.  1 1 
should  have  been  led  to  think  if  inconoequanoe  of  having  maJntaified  thatopinittlv 
is  shut  out  from  the  ohair  lor  certain  reaaoas«  therefore  at  all  ewanta  to  do  aajtUsi 
more  until  yon  found  there  was  oecaaion  fordoing  move  in  conasqucMa  nl  that  oris) 
similar  oplidon  being  proclaimed  from  the  pnlpit^  or  being  otherwise  paUiahed  toUl 
world*  in  these  ciroomstaaoes  I  would  not  have  gone  to  a  more  aevero  aenteaco  M 
what  waa  involved  in  thia  motion..  Undoubtedly,  thia  motion  does  not  ftopeietfaa 
It  should  be  pssssd  on  the  same  footing  as  it  would  have  been  passed  In  the  otke 
case»  Many  people  say  that,  in  point  of  fact,  in  eonaeqoenee  of  what  PioImu 
Smith  onoe  said,  and  in  aeeordaaee  with  particulars  that  are  emerging  in  the  eiM 
many  peoplo,  I  believe^  are  disposed  to  say  that  a  proof  would  be  n  men  forau 
matter,  and  the  libri  is  as  good  as  tt  prooC  I  am  not  in  the  least  ineliaed  to  g 
upon  that  ground.  If  we  do  not  go  to  probation,  wo  must  homaJkU  aaj  thai  we  al 
go  upon  the  snppoaition  that  the  libel  is  not  yet  proved-^hat  is  to  saj»  theeonfto 
tion  of  Professor  Smith  direetiy  with  it  haa  not  been  proved  In  a  regular  and  foml 
way»  and  therefore  we  must  not  take  the  ground  as  if  we  held  it  was  alaoady  provd 
That  won't  do ;  that  is  not  the  ground  on  which  I  would  proceed. 

Now,  that  is  the  way  in  which  it  appears  to  me  the  stateoMnt  in  the  first  pirt  < 
thia  motion  ia  justified;  that  it  ia  a  possible  stsge  to  dispooa  of  the  ease,  so  8 
directly  to  guard  the  great  interests  involved.  I.  thhik  the  great  interesia  inrolrc 
may  be  guarded  In  the  way  that  I  have  now  been  speaking  to^aad  it  fa  not  neeet 
sary  for  me  at  present  to  say  mora  in  reference  to  that.  I  have  said  what  appeil 
to  me  sufficient  to  warrant  the  ozpeotatlon  that  great  interesto  may  snftdenliy  U 
guarded  in  that.  Then,  I  iiave  strong  reason  to  believe  that^  in  the  popular  vi«^ 
.among  thoae  who  have  been  meet  keenly  ezereised  in  their  minds  abont  tliis  ease  i 
Professor  Smith,  and  most  serioatly  distorlied  in  rslallon  to  what  they  thought  til 
opening  it  was  giving  for  dootrines  inconsistent  with  onr  Btandarda,  the  .great  ml 
of  onr  pe<^le  who  have  really  been  feeling  that— «nd  aome  of  them,  lot  me  snoi 
this  House,  although  they  may  not  be  posseesed  of  deep  learning,  show  n  great  d« 
of  sagacity  in  the  judgment  which  they  have  formed  of  the  mattop^I  any  that  wi^ 
reapect  to  them>-a  Urge  proportion  of  them  mi  anyrato— the  question  that  wl 
really  be  Important  in  their  eyes  is  whether  Profemor  Smith  eontinnaa  to  ooeo| 
this  ehalr  or  noti    If  he  does  not  continue  to  ocoupy  the  chiir^  a  giuil  proporti^ 
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of  iWm  woald  be  «tis€ed.  (LtnghUv  ia  the  galleriM.)  There  U  another  eonai- 
(tentioA  im  this  fint  peri  of  the  notion,  '*  the  importenee  of  4he  disposal  of  it  being 
waA  ai  maj  tend  to  naite  ae  largely  as  possihle  the  nembers  of  Assembly,  and 
tboH  when  they  repteaent  in  the  Gharoh."  It  ia  a  great  thing  to  anite  men  as 
brgtlj  u  peiaibler  beeanaa  any  eoneluaion  to  whieh  thia  Asaembly  may  come  will 
IMS  a  gnat  pait  of  iU  weight  if  it  be  carried  by  a  amall  and  nanow  nuyority. 
(Httfyhtac.)  Whereas^  if  there  be  a  large  union  npoa  the  coneloalon  at  which  we 
airive,  U  will  have  a  lanugo  etfeet^  and  that  eonaideratioa  ia  not  a  eonaiderdftion  to  be 
imfii^L  (HeUy  hear.)  We  moat  look  at  onion  aa  of  the  ntmoet  importahee.  It 
U  peHiocly  eertain,  indeed,  that  men  wiU  unite  in  aopporting  thia  motion  who 
■igkt  aet  anite  in  any  thlD^  atroagec 

9ov,  iheceacisaioa  we  oome  to  |a  not  to  gii«  new  inatmetiona  to  the  Preabyteiy 
br  ivebstlon  on  the  Ul>el.  Tliat  ia  agreed  apen,  and  the  eoneloeien  we  come  to  ia 
U  lake  ao  ether  atep  ia  that  direction*  Tl&en  the  ^neation  cornea  np»  how  can  the 
jvIgMBt  propeaed  be  Joat  towards  Profeaaor  Smiiht  (Hear,  hear,  and  applaoacL) 
Alt laa aepacate  ^aeaUoa.  Let  ne  look  to  what  the  reaaona  given  are;  1  am  net 
ipetkiBg  of  the  power  of  the  Asaembly  joai  now;  not  eren  apeaking  of  the  joatice 
i  tk9  caaehislAn  joat  now;  J  aa  apeaking  of  the  reaaona  thai  are  given  here,  and 
tttek  leieoM  ana  leAUag  atroa^yops  tiie  minda  of  some  who  hare  not  hitherto 
T«tsd  ia  eppoeitioa  to  Profeaaor  Smith.  **  Jjooktng  to  the  whole  eeame  of  pro- 
cNdiagi  ia  relation  to  tho^  pvoleaaor'a  writinga^  looking  eapeclaUy  to  the  report  of 
tke  CoUtge  Committee  in  1977,  t»  the  diaeuaaiona  and  deeiaioaa  of  the  Asaembliea 
«iWl,  187S»  and  lS7i>,  toUie  aenae  of  danger  in  the  line  of  ^w  and  of  diaena- 
iha  aiepied  by  liim,  indicalod  and  embodied  in  the  prooeedinga  of  thoae  yeara ;  and 
e«uiilc^,  alac^  that  the  progresa  of  eeeleaiaatical  action  baa  not  allayed  the  feel- 
iagt  ef  aaziety  and  alarm  tiu^t  had  been  awakened.*  Theae  are  the  reaaona  that 
tci  bdsre  yen.  OiMcrre  wl|at  the  motion  d;velia  onJ  It  ia  not  directly  the  merita 
fl^tkt  Oslltge  Ooinmiitae'a  report^  or  the  meriiaiof  the  deeiaiena  of  the  Amembliea 
Kiemd  tflb  bat  to  the  actual  facta  In  connection  with  the  Oollege  Oommittea'a 
wfni, and  the  dlaooaaiona and  declaiona  of  theae  Asaembliea;  deeisiona  aa  well  aa 
diieiHioaa,  and  the  aenae  of  danger  that  ia  indicated  by  theee  proeecdinga,  the 
MM  of  danger  indicated  by  acme  of  theae  deeiaionsL  Tiie  jnat  aenae  whieh  the 
aaJQci^  ef  the  Cbnrehr  veiy  amall  if  you  chooae  to  call  it  ae,  baa  felt  aa  to  the  char- 
acter ef  Btalaaaeata  made  by  Proieaaor  Smith,  ia  the  aenae  whieh  theae  Aaaembliea 
bm  iliewn  lagatdiBig  the  danger  inTolved  in  theae  atatemenUu  And  obacrre,  ao 
hr  tt  the  partlea  who  exhibited  that  aenae  of  danger  are  coacemed«  it  goea  beyond 
SBsra  appfchenaioii  of  danger  on  their  part;  bat  it  oomea  out^  the  actual  deeiaion 
t^7  !>*▼•  eema  to,  holding  it  to  be  ao  dangeroaa,  ao  contrary  to  right,  that  they 
ene  to  that  eonoloaion.  The  motion  doea  not  eommlt  the  present  Aaeembly, 
Krtaialy,  to  hold  tliat  coneloalon,  beoaoae  it  ia  framed  to  aolt  the  viewa  of  partiea 
^  de  not  hold  it»  bat  It  refers  to  the  fact  that  theae  oonolusions  have  been  come  to. 

How,  obeerve  thai  feet  ia  aoffielent  to  ahow,  however  amali  the  migority  that 
unred  at  theae  eonclaaion%  if  even  on**half  of  the  Church  ia  aa  atrongly  opposed 
(0  psrtlealar  viewa,  and  regard  them  aa  inconaiatent  with  the  Standarda  aa  these 
pneeediaga  imply,  he  ahould  say  that  was  enough  to  show  no  profeaaor  and  no 
alshtsr  ef  the  Church  ought  to  be  allowed  to  eontinne  to  maintain  and  promulgate 
ikes.  I  think  thai  any  profeeeoir  who  baa  an  adeqaate  aenae  of  what  ia  dne  to  him- 
idf  ueald  feel  that  when  even  one  half  of  the  Church  waa  thna  decidedly  oppoaed  to 
^  ihat  waa  ooaa|dexation  enoogh  for  him ;  and  I  think  in  the  eziating  cireum- 
■tiacss  it  ia  a  oona&deration  enough  to  ahow  that  we  cannot  look  for  the  confidence 
•^the  Church  in  the  eondnet  of  the  apeciai  chair  by  Profeaaor  Smith  after  what  lias 
^OL  plaee.  Tlien  the  line  of  discussion  adopted  by  him  ia  indicated,  "and  con- 
fiideiiag  alao  that  the  progress  of  ecdeahutieal  action  haa  not  allayed  the  feelinga  of 
uxisty  and  alarm  that  had  been  awakened."  Now,  that  ia  the  assertion  which  ia 
■ade  ia  thia  motion.  I  i>elievc  it  ie  an  aaaertion  that  can  be  made  good.  I  do  not 
neia  to  dwell  npon  It;  I  believe  others  tjiat  will  follow  me  will  aay  more  about  it, 
^cenm  they  found  a  great  deal  upon  it.  Alarm  and  anxiety  were  atirred  in  the 
^Q«h  about  Profeeeor  Sfflitb'a  writinga  in  the  year  1877*  and  expreasioa  waa  given 
i«  the  sense  of  that  alarm  by  our  venerable  father.  Dr.  Beith— (applaose)— at  the 
vAABiiaBion  of  Assembly  in  1S77.  The  question  now  is,  have  that  alarm  and 
tt<ie(|r  been  allajed  ia  the  meantime  t  and  there  ia  the  further  qneatioa  I  would 
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look  at,  is  the  ground  of  the  alarm  and  anxUty  been  at  all  taken  out  of  th«  vi}! 
That  ia  an  important  qoeition.  The  motion  of  Dr.  Beith  on  the  table  inpllee  nA, 
which  ia  a  great  differenee  from  the  riew  and  Judgment  of  the  renerable  father  in 
1877.  He  aajB  that  "  the  ezplanationa  offered  by  Professor  Smith  at  Tarioin  itiget, 
and  in  partieolar,  hii  answer  to  the  amended  libel,  affords  evidence  tliat  in  tbii 
aspect  of  the  ease  there  is  not  sufficient  ground  to  support  a  process  for  hereiy." 
That  was  to  ssy,  in  the  view  of  Dr.  Beiih,  the  course  of  prooe^ings  dsiiug  thw 
years,  especially  the  answer  to  the  amended  libel,  has  shown  that  not  only  Uiere  ii 
no  anffielent  ground  for  a  libel  for  heresy,  but  the  ground  of  alarm  and  smdetj 
expressed  by  him  in  1877  hare  been  allayed. 

Now,  aa  I  have  said  with  regard  to  the  question,  the  fkct  whether  the  alarm  and 
anxiety  have  been  allayed  during  these  years,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  lo  fv 
from  that  alarm  and  anxiety  having  been  abated,  they  have  become  greater  snd  vt 
ittcreaaed — (hear,  hear) — throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Church.  Ptrti 
enlar  parties  in  particular  places,  some  people  of  considerable  enIi|[htenneBt  tnd 
cnltlvaiion,  may  have  persuaded  themselves  that  the  whole  thing  has  arisen  in  to 
nnrsiwonable  panic.  The  panic  has  now  subsided,  and  people  are  now  awskened  to 
a  sense  of  truth  and  justice.  (Applause.)  That  is  a  deluaion  on  their  part 
(Laughter  and  cries  of  **  No.")  The  great  proportion  of  our  thoroughly  to  be  relied 
upon  people  throughout  the  country,  when  looking  into  this  kind  of  ease,  exerdsiBg 
their  aagMOtty  upon  it,  trying  to  estimate  the  different 'arguments  which  have  been 
brought  forward,  were  led  to  be  even  more  stirred  about  what  theyHMnk  the  evil  of 
the  thing  before  them  than  many  of  us  were  aware  at  the  Outset  Upon  the  fset  of 
the  anxiety  I  may  refer  to  a  letter  which  I  have  received  fnm  an  elder  of  the  Chtiitli. 
(Oriea  of  ^  Kame.">  Wait  a  little.  (Laughter.)  An  elder  of  no  very  conspienou 
name  in  this  Church,  an  eld^r  in  a  eonntry  congregation.  He  says  that  he  has  not 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  in  the  Churefa  courts,  and  wishes,  therefore,  to  eon- 
mnnicate  through  me  the  view  that  faeliad  been  led  to  take.  The  letter  is  long, 
and  therefore  I  will  not  read  it  all.  It  it  signed  *'  James  Rait.*  He  is  an  elder  in 
the  congregation  well  known  to  Professor  Smitb^Kdg  and  Tough.  ("Ob,  ob!* 
and  interruption.) 

A  M  BM  BBR— Is  he  a  member  of  the  eourt  t 

Sir  HBNUY  MONORBIFF— He  may  be  a  member  of  the  court,  but  I  mij 
expreaa  his  views  for  him.  All  I  have  got  to  give  is  the  substance  of  what  he  vrlto, 
via.,  that  for  a  long  time  he  was  anxiously  concerned  about  this  ease,  and  ihit 
having  read  the  pamphleta  mostly  upon  the  side  of  Ftofessor  Smith,  he  was  at  a  lori 
how  to  make  up  his  mind.  He  got  hold  of  the  article  "  Bible  "  itself  and  coa- 
psred  it  with  his  own  Bible,  and  he  sahi  the  further  he  went  on  the  more  horrified 
he  was.  {**  Oh.*^  I  refer  to  this  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  specimen  of  what,  I 
beHere,  prevails  very  largely  among  our  country  elders  and  people — (hear,  hear,  and 
applause) — who,  when  they  onee  come  into  contact  with  the  article  **  Bible,"  and 
begin  to  consider  ii  according  to  their  own  scriptural  knowledge,  feel  that  It  opietfi 
what  they  consider  most  sabred.  Whether  that  be  well  founded  or  not,  yon  find  it 
ia  the  fact,  largely  the  fact  througlHout  the  country,  you  find  that  the  people  vbo 
are  attached  to  our  Chureh  will  not  be  saUsfied  if  you  allow  Professor  Smith  to  go 
on  in  the  chair.    (Hear,  hear.) 

But  about  the  grounds  of  the  charge  or  of  the  abatement  of  alarm  founded  mslol; 
oa  the  answers  to  the  amended  libel,  as  it  Is  called,  what  is  the  som  and  substance 
or  the  difference  suggested  by  these  answers  1  It  Is  this,  that  Profeasor  Smith  coc 
lines  his  view  to  a  particular  portion  of  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy — the  legal  portioo 
which  comes  between  a  oertain  chapter  and  another  chapter.  But  then,  so  far  u 
that  can  beer  upon  the  quesUon  of  the  meaning  of  the  chaige  In  the  libel,  and  iu 
eonnection  with  the  extracts,  we  can  hardly  look  at  It,  because  thst  would  cany  qb 
back  to  the  question  of  relevancy ;  but  even  taking  a  more  general  view,  knowing. 
at  all  events,  it  might  belong  to  the  queation  of  probation,  whether  theae  extraci» 
^•Wf re  suiBeient  to  show  the  people  what  Professor  Smith  meant,  what  I  take  tbe 
liberty  of  saying  is,  that  that  is  not  a  new  discovery,  as  I  said  the  other  day.  If 
yon  look  to  the  proceedinga  of  the  College  Committee,  and  to  the  atatement  which 
Professor  Smith  aeknowl^ged  to  be  in  aubstanee  correct — if  you  look  at  that  jou 
will  find  that  his  esprcssion  is  in  respect  to  portions  of  the  Boole  of  Denteronooj. 
and  not  with  respeet  to  the  whole  of  it;  and  I  nsderatood  from  the  begi&aing  thai 
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tkftmikatrm  of  the  qnestioa  lay  in  vheiher  certain  pordoas  of  that  book  were 
to  be  bdd  la  aoi  rigidlj  hiatorieal  aeoordlng  to  the  Utter,  beoauae  Hoaea  waa  there 
Bttda  to  a^  Uuaga  that  Moaea  -did  not  aaj»  and  could  nerer  have  aald.  The  main 
poiat  ia  Iheeejioawen  waa  that,  with  ngud  to  thU  particolar  legielatlTo  portion, 
U  ni  imiMMlble  that  Hoaea  coald  h*Te  aald  the  thiogo  that  he  waa  made  to  aaj. 
Tit  naia  point  of  mj  aigameat,  and  of  ail  other  peopU  In  1878,  waa  juat  this,  that 
tj  holdUig  that  thing  aboni  the  iegialati?e  portion,  he  waa  in  aubaiance  maintaining 
aa  opiaien  that  eonid  not  be  logicaliy  reconciled  with  the  Siandttrda.  That  waa  the 
tUa(  ia  oar  minda  all  along.  Profeaaor  Smith  may  find  aome  people  to  whom  hia 
■Utefluit  may  aeem  altogether  new,  yet^  in  point  of  fact,  it  ia  not  new  to  thoee 
■ho  hare  really  looked  at  the  qneation,  and  who  really  nndoratand  It  Aa  to  the 
lUtemeat  he  repreaenta  In  iha  libel  aa  charging  him  with  imputing  fraud  to  the 
wriitrof  Dentenmon^,  with  implying  that  the  writer  of  that  book  endearonred  to 
lapoie  apon  tho  people  by  aubatituting  aa  worda  of  Moaea  worda  that  were  hia  own, 
I  dinj  that  the  worda  of  the  libel  inTolTo  aigr  ooch  charge  agalnat  Profeaaor  Smith. 
Wbi  Um  tenna  of  the  libel  indicate  ia^  that  while  in  the  Judgment  of  thoae  framing 
Ue  iibe^  and  now  In  the  judgment  of  the  Chnrch,  tlte  Book  of  Deuteronomy  la 
pn&aodlj  hiatorical,  they  thereby  do  not  merely  hold  that  the  book  only  oontaina 
Maehtstoiy. 

Ptofcwv  Smith  bad  n  considerable  argnnent,  in  one  of  hia  apeechea  at  the  bar 
io  1878,  m  which  he  nrgsed  the  queation  that  he  did  not  dea^^  it  to  eontain  aome 
Uitoiy,  bat  only  held  that  in  aome  portiooa  it  waa  not  accurate ;  it  aeeuMid  to  be 
»Mak  higU»i7»  hot  it  waa  not  ao.  1  aay  that  the  terma  of  the  libel  do  not  mean 
(oicoBw  him  Af  more  than  ihaW  or  mora  than  maintaining  that  the  book  ia  not  a 
itristlj  hktotieal  book  thronghont,  for  the  book  cannot  be  declared  to  be  a 
kjiDcieal  record  nnleaa  it  ia  hiatorical  throughout  If  it  breaka  off  iia  hiatory 
viLboQt  giriag  any  warning,  then  thia  deatrqya  ita  character  aa  a  historical  record, 
tit  tbert  is  no  Yarintion  from  what  Profeaaor  Smith  waa  charged  with  in  1878  and 
Inm  what  waa  In  theaa  anawera  to  the  amended  libel.  Then  it  haa  been  dwelt  on 
^-J  MBo  that  the  College  Committee  haa  found  there  waa  no  ground  for  heresy,  but 
t^oas^  the  committee  aa  a  whole  find  that  there  waa  no  ground  for  libel  for  hereay, 
:et  loaie  iadiridnal  membeia  did  not  conaider  that  the  College  Committee  were 
bdi]^  that  there  waa  no  ground  for  judicial  action^  or  that  they  aaw  no  ground 
!«  nualog  a  libel  for  hereay  or  /or  taking  aay  other  atepa.  No  doubt,  aomo  mem- 
^  of  the  College  Committee  may  haye  felt  there  waa  .no  ground  for  judicial 
'Ctioef  bat  the  terma  of  the  report  are  anch  aa  not  to  exclude  tbo  viewa  of  thoae 
VM  thoight  there  waa.  Therefore,  they  eonLd  not  hold  that  the  College  Committee 
ictaal^  ahat  out  that  there  were  grounds  for  libel.  I  hold  if  you  take  the  distinct 
Bluing  of  tho  word  heresy  aa  being  a  distinct  contradiction  of  the  fundamental 
*'xthQM  ef  the  Confession  of  Faith,  you  have  not  aufficient  evidence  for  a  libel  of 
ibit  kiad,  bttt  that  does  not  affisct  the  question  we  have  to  deal  with.  The  question 
•e  bife  to  deal  with  ia,  whether,  under  all  the  ciiieomstances,and  looking  to  ail  these 
proetediagB,  on  the  one  hand  there  ia  not  a  larger  amount  of  alarm  and  disturbance 
•»ow  than  in  1877— *whether  It  is  not  rather  increaaed  than  abated,  and,  on  the 
otber  band,  what  are  the  grounds  for  ita  abatement,  and  whether  the  case  doea  not 
»iud  new  aa  it  did  then  in  the  judgment  of  thoae  who  carefully  consider  it.  That 
II  vb&t  I  hare  to  aay  on  that  part  of  the  subject.  And  then  you  come  to  the  con- 
emotion  of  my  motion,  which  aays  that — "Professor  Smith  no  longer  retains  that 
aeuve  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  Church  which  is  necessary  to  the  edifying 
*^  aae&I  performance  of  his  profeasorial  work."  Does  be  retain  that  confidence 
'*la  IheediiEriag  SAd  naeful  performance  of  his  professorial  work")  1  could  go 
^^  itresig  reaapna  for  the  atrong  conclusion  that  we  come  to  here, "  with  great  regret 
at  fiadhig  themaelrea  placed  in  thia  relation  to  a  man  of  Profeaaor  Smith's  gifts  and 
ptoBiae,  the  General  Asaembly,  under  a  deep  aenae  of  their  responeibility  for  the 
J^<<>^Kieal  training  of  aapiranta  to  the  office  of  the  miniatry,  find  and  declare  that 
U  meat  now  eeaae  to  hold  the  Chair  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Teatament  LiteraUre  at' 
Abcidoea.*  Of  course,  the  qneaUon  ia  here  raiaed  of  juatice  and  of  power.  Haa 
^  Aaaembly  the  power  to  do  thisi  is  it  just  foe  the  Asaembly  f    (Applause.) 

Hee,  ef  eoen^  I  know  very  well  that  thia  la  the  moat  difficult  part  of  the 
^^^  (Hear,  hear,  and  laaghter.)  I  aee  no  oeoaaion  for  laughter.  CToquesUon 
^  from  the  view  of  all,  whether  prepared  to  aopport  the  motion  or  not,  It  is  the 
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moBt  diiBeaU  pint  of  the  sabjeot    Now,  Profeuor  Smith,  alihoogh  he  had  not 
broa^^hl  forward  any  argomoni  aft  the  bar  aboat  ihia  aiotion,  yet  he  baa  aent  what 
be  eallt  aa  open  Ietiar---(hear,  hear)—- to  my  ezoelleat  friend  Dr.  Baiaj,  aUting 
what  may  be  regarded  aa  hU  aentimenta  on  the  aotyeetb    He  haa  gooa  elaborately 
into  the  qneatlon  of  whether  it  waa  in  the  power  of  the  Assembly  so  to  act,  and  it 
was  quite  uareaaonable  for  the  Ohoich  and  the  publie  that  I  shoald  treat  the  anbjeet 
of  justice  lightly.    He  had  referred  to  a  pasaage  in  Pardoran,  but  he  fooad  Psr- 
do?an  stating  certain  things  which  people  in  these  days  wonld  not  possibly  give  in 
to.    He  found  Pardoran  stating  abont  witohea,  that  Uie  rule  of  law  abont  these 
who  may  be  eonTioled  waa,  that  they  must  be  worried  at  the  stake  and  then  burned 
— (laoghter)— and  then  I  find  him  atating  eart  folly  that  all  yoong  persona  above 
sixteen  years  of  age,  on  striking  or  earsing  their  parents,  are  to  be  pnt  to  death 
without  men^.    (Laughter.)    He  fonnd  that  mixed  ap  with  hla  atatementa  about 
ecelesiastieal  law,  and  therefore  it  is  plain  yon  must  receive  with  a<Mne  leaerration 
what  he  says.    After  quoting  the  Pardovan  remarks,  Sir  Henry  went  on  to  aay^ 
Professor  Smith  draws  the  inference  that  you  cannot  relegate  a  man  from  being 
professor  to  be  only  a  minister  withoat  the  objection  being  raised  that  PardoTtn 
raiaes  here.    He  forgets  to  observe  that  the  qnesiion  Panlovan  is  speaking  of  ia  the 
propriety  of  advancing  a  man,  of  taking  a  man  away  from  the  ministry  in  order  te 
pot  him  into  the  profeasorial  chair,  merely  for  the  aalce  of  the  profeasoiinl  obair, 
without  oonaidering  the  advantage  of  the  congregation  that  they  am  wlthdtnwiag 
him  from.    It  is  altogether  upon  the  supposition  that  then  is  no  fauU  whatever  in 
the  minister,  and  that  there  ia  no  fisnlt  not  merely  in  him,  but  no  qaeatlon  of  apecisl 
edification  srislng,  no  question  about  whether  he  is  performing  hia  mlniatiy  in  aa 
edifying  way.    That  is  a  question  quite  different  from  anything  we  have  to  do  with 
here.     But  then  yon  say.  Has  the  Assembly  the  power  1  and  tiie  question  la,  What 
is  josti    (Hear,  hear.)    Now,  some  people  say  Professor  Smith  holda  his  office  «d 
vUam  atU  culpam.     There  are  diflferent  things  to  be  said  abont  that   qneatioa. 
Generally  speaking,  the  expression  refers  to  an  office  of  emolument^  and  aseans 
that  he  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  temporal  benefits  of  that  office  without  hia  being 
found  guilty  of  some  fault,  and  when  a  man  is  deprived  of  hia  ofilee  the  civil  cout 
may  possibly  find  that  he  is  entitled  to  damages  at  the  hand  of  the  party  who  had 
deprived  him  of  it.    This  is  a  possible  action,  but  observe  that  the  qaeation  w«  liave 
to  do  with  is  not  the  right  of  Professor  Smith  to  his  emolomenta  or  sala^,  bat  the 
qnestion  of  his  going  on  in  the  exercise  of  spiritual  functions  in  the  Ohnreh  of 
Christ,  for  the  right  arrangement  of  which  the  Church  is  responsible'  to  the  gre»X 
Head  of  the  Church.     It  la  not  a  mere  question  between  the  righta  of  a  wbole  body 
and  the  indlTidoal  righta  of  a  man,  it  is  a  question  between  the  aenee  which  this 
Church  hae  of  its  responsibility,  of  the  right  ordering  of  its  spirltoal  functiona,  ita 
reaponsibility  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  right  ordering  of  that  nanttar, 
and  a  question  of  wlut  an  individual  man  may  think  to  be  hia  rights.     If  the 
Church  finda  it  is  needful,  in  the  discharge  of  its  responsibility  to  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church,  to  take  auch  a  course,  the  other  question  may  arise,  whether  the 
Church  is  not  bound,  so  far  aa  tempoxalities  are  concerned,  to  giro  compsnantioB. 
I  fairly  admit  that^  supposing  that  the  man  does  not  iriah  compensation, .bo t  wmnia 
to  go  on  with  his  work,  that  would  be  a  qoeitioa  which,  in  relation  to  civil  offices, 
the  civil  court  might  reaaooably  entertain. 

We  are  not  to  look  at  the  queaUon  at  present  as  to  what  night  be  dons  on  the 
aubject.  I  do  not  believe  that  auch  a  question  wUl  be  raised.  If  it  trots  so— 
damagea  were  given  simply  for  the  loss  of  a  spiritual  office  apart  from  the  aslMj— 
that  would  be  Ersatlan  iuterferenee  with  our  aplritoal  independence;  I  luavs  ansre 
respect  for  Professor  Smith  than  to  suppose  that  esse  (applaoae)— and  I  .ottljr  rsfbr 
to  it  beeauae  it  haa  been  referred  to  by  other  peraooa.  If  the  Cbureb  ceoass  W  bs 
persuaded  that  it  to  not  for  edification,  not  for  the  good  of  the  Choreh,  not  fbr  A» 
good  of  the  cause  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  he  ahonid  e^scelno  Ma 
ftanetiona,  the  Church  to  called  upon  to  eiercite  itself  with  the  dlschsigo  of  b«r 
xesponrtbility ;  and  it  to  on  that  ground  I  support  the  motioii  1  have  latds^  the 
Uble.  f 

I  have  to  aay  again,  that  thia  motion  does  not  settle  or  antidfAto  tba  ^nhhiioa 
of  Professor  Smith's  moral  right  to  some  compensation  in  thto  metier  tf  ihia  smOoa 
were  adopted.    It  does  not  settle  that  question.    If  there  be  any  soeb  qncfttSoD^  It 
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tUI  natonUj  come  before  Uie  eommittee  tbe  motion  proposes  io  appoint  I  haye 
igsis  to  rqieel  I  hare  gone  into  this  motion,  and  have  consented  to  propose  it,  not 
u  what  I  woold  lure  nalnrally  been  disposed  to  suggest,  i  iroald  have  naturally 
Uen  difposed  to  go  in  with  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg,  and  I  should  not  be  sorry  to 
go  late  it  itilU  (Laughter.)  Therefore,  it  would  not  disappoint  me  reij  much  if 
it  veie  sgreed  to.  I  do  not  thinlc  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  go  into,  for  the  same 
RssQB  that  some  people  allege  as  to  the  difficulty  of  proof,  but  I  am  persuaded,  I 
IdUit,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  the  probation  of  the  libel.  (Ap« 
pitosa)  I  do  not  beliere  there  would  be  any  difficulty  about  it.  Any  difficulty  it 
Bi^t  kare  would  be  that  it  might  protract  the  ease,  that  it  might  take  too  long 
t»e  hi  getting  it  adjusted,  that  it  could  liardly  l>e  accomplished  within  the  time 
tk  jimmhij  had  at  ita  disposal.  I  thinV  experience  may  prore  that  we  should 
STftid  that  danger  if  we  possibly  can,  and  it  is  on  these  grounds,  therefore,  that  I 
propote  this  motion — (applause) — ^^Tliat  the  General  Assembly,  considering  the 
potitioa  In  existing  circumstances  of  the  libel  which  has  been  served  on  Professor 
Sitith;  eoBsldering  also  the  evils  that  may  arise  from  further  protraction  of  the 
csM,  sad  the  posaibility,  at  the  present  stage,  of  disposing  of  it  so  as  adequately  to 
{Bud  tke  great  interests  involved  in  it ;  and  considering,  finally,  the  importance  of 
tltt  disposal  of  it  being  such  as  may  tend  to  nnite  Is  largely  as  possible  the  mem- 
bea  of  Assembly,  and  those  whom  they  represent  throughout  the  Ohurch,  resolve 
ihaX,  without  diatorbing  any  of  the  judgments  pronounced  by  former  General 
ittcmbilea  in  tbe  ease,  tbey  will  not  give  any  renewed  instruction  to  the  Presbj. 
ktj  f»r  the  probation  of  the  libel,  nor  take  any  other  steps  in  that  direction.  But 
Isokiag  to  the  whole  course  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Professor^s  writings, 
lookiag  especially  to  the  report  of  the  College  Committee  in  18T7,  to  the  discus- 
tmg  sad  deciaiona  of  the  Assemblies  of  1877,  1878,  and  1879,  to  the  sense  of 
dufor  hi  Che  line  of  view  and  of  discussion  adopted  by  him,  indicated  and  embodied 
is  tie  pneeedioga  of  those  yeara ;  and  considering,  also,  that  the  progress  of  eedesi- 
uticil  sellOA  baa  not  allayed  the  feelings  of  anxiety  and  alarm  that  bad  been 
itikeaed,  the  General  Assembly  feel  constrained  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
ProfcMSr  Smith  no  longer  retains  that  measure  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
Ckoidi  which  ia  neceaaary  to  the  edifying  and  useful  performance  of  his  professorial 
vDik;  therefore,  with  great  regret  at  finding  themselves  placed  in  this  relation  to 
ft  mia  of  Pfofeaaor  Smith'a  gifta  and  promise,  the  General  Assembly,  under  a  deep 
teste  of  Iheir  reeponaibllity  for  the  theological  training  of  aspirants  to  the  office  of 
tk  aiatstiy,  find  and  declare  that  he  must  now  cease  to  hold  the  Chair  of  Hebrew 
aad  Old  Tntament  Literature  at  Aberdeen.  And  with  this  finding  the  Assembly 
declare  that  die  case  takes  end.  The  Assembly  farther  appoint  a  eommittee  to  can- 
fidv  whether  any  or  what  special  atepa  ought  to  be  adopted,  as  the  result  of  the 
eoadsslon  thus  Arrived  at ;  to  report  to  a  subsequent  diet  of  this  Assembly." 

Br.  ADaK  said — I  rise  to  second  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's  motion,  and  I  hope 
tlisl  I  do  so  with  A  due  sense  of  responsibility.  For 'a  very  considerable  time  it 
bs  been  my  decided  conviction  that  the  course  now  proposed  is  right  and  ex- 
pedicBty  thai  it  la  the  only  one  which  is  practicable  in  our  circumstances — the  only 
oae  vhidi  opens  np  a  way  of  extrication  from  the  perplexing  position  in  which  we 
IR  placed.  I  give  all  credit  to  those  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and  it  is  very 
paiaful  for  me  to  be  separated  from  aome  with  whom  I  have  hitherto  acted  in  the 
Kescat  eaas;  Imt  neeeaslty  is  laid  on  me  of  doing  what  I  am  now  doing.  I  feel  it 
ta  be  a  asael^  bat  it  is  a  clear,  necessity.  There  is  no  help  for  it,  if  I  a^  to  dis- 
cUrge  my  dnty  to  God  and  HIa  Church  according  to  my  measure  of  light.  (Ap- 
plsase.) 

Sir,  fhia  notieoi  pit^pOses  that  there  should  be  a  departure  from  the  libel.  I 
bare  slwajs  been  opposed  to  the  libel.  I  spoke  and  voted  against  tbe  relevancy  of  It 
tt  the  (magaw  Aaaembly  of  1878,  and  I  protested  along  with  others  of  my  brethren 
*bea  I  fcoftd  fluyaelf  in  a  minority  on  that  occasion.  In  last  Assembly  I  spoke  and 
'trtedibr  BBpeading  the  proceedinga  under  it,  and  tn  favour  of  the  appointment  of 
■  oemoiUee  to  deal  with  the  caae  on  an  entirely  difi!erent  footing.  Kow,  these 
tbinga  hftting  takeit  place,  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  it  ia  with  any  great  regret 
I  ecMeaiplais  the  abandonment  of  the  libel.  It  is  quite  true  that  I  have  other 
veasQaa  for  throwing  it  overboard,  other  and  stronger  reasons  than  those  stated  in 
^  Bfftioawhleh  it  upon  the  table.    Bat  I  must  look  at  the  matter  now,  not 
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merely  from  my  own  poinl  of  rieir,  but  from  Ihai  of  the  m%|orttj.    AfUr  wliAt  hu 
come  and  gone,  the  libel  cMinot  be  got  rid  of  In  a  way  wliich  will  refleet  oa  the  past 
proceedings  of  the  Church,  which  will  discredit  or  hnmillate  the  Chacch  ia  connec- 
tion with  her  coarse  of  action  regarding  Professor  Smith.     It  most  be  done*  if  done 
at  all,  on  grounds  so  far  common  to  different  parties  ^-groonds  in  which  those 
ranged  on  both  sides  can  concur.    I  think,  howerer,  that  the  reasons  given  ia  the 
motion  are  real,  strong,  and  sufficient.    It  speaks,  first  of  all,  of  the  position  of  the 
libel  in  existing  circumstances.    These  circumstances  inclnde  a  gveat  deal— 4he 
conacientious  objections  of  many  in  the  Church,  the  divided  state  of  opinion  ia 
regard  to  it,  the  difficult  questions  wliich  hare  been  and  may  yet  be  raised  witlt 
reference  to  it^  and  other  considerations  more  or  less  weighty.    But  mention  is  next 
made  of  the  danger  of  protracting  the  ease  ahould  it  be  resolred  to  go  on  with  the 
libel  in  the  regular  course.     Sir,  it  ia  not  eoncelrable  that  amidst  the  preasore  of 
business  the  process  of  probation  could  be  carried  through  by  the  Asstmblj  ilaelf 
during  Its  dosing  sittings,  in  anything  like  a  anitable  and  satisfactory  maaner. 
Will  it,  then,  be  proposed  to  send  it  back  to  the  Presbytery  of  Abenlseal    He 
knew  well  what  that  means.    (Laughter.)    Are  we  to  appoint  a  speoial  commiaaioa 
to  take  the  proof  and  expedite  matters  1    I  ratkier  think  that  those  who  hare  been 
most  in  favour  of  these  judicial  proceedings  hare  never  approved  of  a  provialon  or 
plan  of  that  sort.    That  they  would  object  to  any  such  expedient  for  haaiening  on  a 
final  settlement.    It  is  abundantly  manifest,  then,  that  there  mi^  be  delay*  ia  all 
probability  there  will  be  serious  delay,  and  I  ask  if  that  la  desirable  andor  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  we  are  plaoed  ?    Is  our  Churoh  to  be  kept  longer  in  an  aazioas. 
feverish,  divided  state  with  regard  to  thia  case  of  Professor  Smith's  t    Are  all  our 
counsels  to  be  perplexed,  and  all  oar  eneigles  in  a  great  degree  paralyaed,  bj  a  eoo< 
tinuance  of  that  painful  condition  of  mattera  in  which  we  find  ourselvea  involrad  ac 
present  1    I  should  think  that  all  men  would  agree  at  least  la  thia,  that  it  la  aoa 
in  the  highest  degree  desirable  to  have  it  terminated,  by  one  means  or  another  ter- 
minated, before  the  rising  of  the  existing  Qeneral  Assembly.     The  moUoa  affirm* 
that  there  is  a  way  by  which  this  evil  may  be  avoided,  and  the  end  reached,  without 
any  sacrifice  of  the  great  interests  which  are  here  al  atake,  and  the  magaitade  of 
these  interests  can  hardly  be  overestimated.    What  that  way  is  comes  oat  In  the 
second  part  of  the  motion,  to  which  I  shall  immediately  and  particularly  vefer. 
There  is  yet  a  further  reason  assigned  for  departing  from  the  libel — the  deaixakle- 
ness  of  inviting,  as  far  as  possible,  the  members  of  Assembly  and  those  whom  ihey 
represent  throughout  the  Church.    I,  for  one,  hold  that  any  ultimate  settlemeat  of 
the  case,  be  it  for  or  against  Professor  Smith,  which  would  leave  the  Church  broken 
up  into  two  great  parties  regarding  it,  two  nearly  equal  partiea,  aa  at  the  laat  and 
preceding  Assemblies,  would  be  liyurious  and  might  be  disaatrous.    It  la  a  logiti- 
mate  thing,  it  is  a  laudable  thing,  to  aeek  common  ground  on  which  men  of  reason- 
able and  moderate  views  might  come  together  and  take  their  atand.    It  ia  nnder- 
stood,  and,  indeed,  expressly  stated,  that  the  decisions  at  which  the  Assembly  have 
already  arrived  in  the  case  are  not  to  be  diaturbed.    They  are  to  remain  exactly 
what  and  where  tbey  were  before — findings  adopted.by  extremely  narrow  msjoritiea, 
and  expressed  in  very  peculiar  terms — findings  to  be  taken  by  partiea  lor  what 
they  believe  them  to  be  worth,  but  which  all  must  altow  to  poasesa  not  a  little 
weight  as  undoubted  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Church. 

But  I  now  come  to  the  course  proposed  in  the  motion  sa  that  which  ahoald  be 
followed,  and  1  must  briefly  set  forth  the  reaaona  for  its  adoption.  These  ceasoos 
are  unfofded  with  some  fulness  Iq  the  motion  itself.  It  comes  In  backward  to  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place  during  the  past  stages  of  the  caae.  Beferenee 
is  made,  first  of  all,  to  the  College  Committee's  report  of  1877,  whioh  foand  oartain 
of  Professor  Smith's  statements  to  be  of  a  dangerous  and  nnsettling  tendeoey,  and 
then  a  reference  follows  to  the  discussions  and  decisions  of  the  three  sncoossive 
Assemblies  of  1877,  1878,  and  1879.  For  what  purpose  are  these  brought  Into 
view  ?  As  affording  clear  and  conclusive  evidence  of  a  sense  of  danger,  aa  manlfeat- 
ing  a  feeling  of  anxiety  and  apprebenaion  on  the  part  of  the  Church  in  coaaeeiioo 
with  the  critical  methoda  and  opinions  of  Professor  Smith.  Moderator^  that  eon- 
cem,  that  alarm,  ia  real  and  profound;  and.  If  any  one  wiahes  oonfirmsUon  of  the 
fact,  he  will  ftad  it  in  the  very  motions  thia  day  to  be  aubmitted  by  the  ProCiBasor's 
frie&ds.    (Hear,  hear.)    One  of  these  motiens  declares  that  the  publicatloa  of  his 


THtmSDAT,  MAY  27,  1880.— DR.  ADAM.  185 

iievt  *  vat  fitted  to  oeeuion,  uid  has  oeeaftioned,  much  anxiety  and  alarm  among: 
ibt  people  ef  Ood  in  oor  Chareh  and  land/*  and  the  other  says  that  his  atatemenis 
"  ksTo  oeeMhmed  mndi  anxiety  in  the  Church,  and  given  offence  to  many  brethren.** 
All  these  things  make  il  perfectly  etear  that  there  h  a  deep  fear  in  regard  to  this 
vhoit  natter,  and  I  now  ask  if  the  progress  of  ecclesiastical  action  during  these 
pait  years  has  in  any  respect  tended  to  allay  the  apprehension  and  alarm 
ivikeacd!  I  eaanot  go  into  detailed  proof  on  the  subject,  but  I  express  it  as  my 
ira  eoorictlon  that  the  concern  has  widened  and  intensified.  It  is  an  entire  dela- 
Mj>Q  to  hnsgine  that  there  is  not  the  same  impreasion,  that  there  is  not  a  growing 
aod  stnngtheiiing  impresaioB  of  the  most  painful  kind,  in  connection  with  this 
protiasied  case.  I  shall  not  say  more  on  thit  part  of  the  motion.  I  am  quite  aware 
ihst  lotte  hare  been  ao  far  farourably  Influenced  by  Professor  Smith's  amended 
Rpiy  to  Che  libel,  but  all  who  are  really  acquainted  with  the  matter  must  feel  that 
tk  merits  are  not  mateiiaHy  affected  by  that  reply.  The  charge  stands  substanti- 
iBy  where  It  did  before.  Bren  the  Denteronomic  theory  is  essentially  the  same, 
vliile  there  is  no  change  whatCTcr  in  his  rlews  in  other  respects,  and  these  views 
vt  cqosHy  wide  In  their  range  and  startling  in  their  nature.  I  therefore  cannot 
ht  1  moinent  take  refuge  In  this  amended  answer  as  if  it  were  fitted  to  afford  the 
it'fikCest  relief.    (Applause.) 

I  BOW  eome  to  the  objections  which  may  and  will  be  nrged  against  the  course  of 
prMsdite  I  am  sopportfaig.  And  the  very  first  requiring  to  be  disposed  of  is  that 
•f  eoapetesey.  Is  it  within  the  Church's  proper  right  and  power  to  act  in  the  way 
trfvpeiedf  Sir  Henry  Honcreiff  has  already  dealt  fully  with  this  diflSculty,  but  Its 
iapertsBce  justifies  me  in  referring  to  it  again.  Now,  I  frankly  admit  that  the 
come  SBggestcd  is  very  nnnsual,  that  It  is  one  of  an  extreme  description,  that  it  is 
«ss  vUch  sbooid  be  advocated  and  adopted  only  in  quite  special,  indeed,  extraordi- 
tiij  dreamstanceay  bnt  1  do  not  admit  that  it  is  incompetent ;  I  maintain  the  con- 
^aj.  I  maintain  that^  not  on  the  ground  of  any  express  law  or  provision,  but  on 
^  gTMmd  of  the  inherent  right  and  justice  of  the  case,  and,  in  particular,  of  the 
utive,  independent,  aelf-preserving  power  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Is  it  to  be  held 
tbt  tkoegh  the  Chnrcfa  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  professor  who  may  not 
^espaUe  of  being  proved  either  heretical  or  immoral,  is  yet  not  fulfilling  the  ends 
«f  Us  appohstment,  ia  in  one  way  or  another  wholly  defeating  these  ends,  the 
^esC  and  moat  aacred  fnterosts  must  be  sacrificed  rather  than  that  he  should  be 
raaoved  from  ofilce  f  Will  It  t>e  afllrmed  that  in  these  circumstances  the  Church  is 
ibsotstely  helpless  1  la  she  so  weak,  so  utterly  powerless,  so  completely  feltered, 
ibt  the  cannot  extricate  herself  from  a  position  of  that  description  ?  To  entertain 
^s  idea  is  surely  monstrous.  In  that  case  our  professors  would  occupy  a  singular 
PMlfion  indeed.  It  may  be  instnetive  to  some  here  to  be  informed  that  the  Irish 
PRshjterian  Chnreh  only  a  few  years  ago  did  by  its  Assembly  remove  the  Professor 
*f  Seslesisstleal  Qreek  from  his  chair,  and  then  went  on  to  do  what,  I  am  sure,  we 
akin  net  do,  abolish  the  chair  altogether.  (Laughter.)  I  am  speaking  in  the 
pretenee  of  those  better  acquainted  with  the  facts  than  I  am ;  but  I  rather  think 
I'itt  efStt  in  tlie  case  of  the  national  universities  themselves,  there  are  very  express 
isd  sirisgent  nowers  for  effecting  the  retirement  of  professors  in  certain  eircum- 
•^^aeesL  In  snort^  I  haVe  no  doubt  as  to  its  being  perfectly  competent  I  agree 
vith  Sir  Heniy  Moncrelff  in  this,  that  If  in  C8rr}'ing  out  her  views  of  duty,  under  a 
<i^p  sense  of  responoibflity  to  her  great-  Head,  and  in  order  to  the  maintenance  of 
His  tfvth,  the  Chuteh  should  be  called  to  do  an  act  with  which  some  civil  interest 
*r  poseoal  dzims  may  be  mixed  up,  and  of  a  demand  for  compensation  or  some 
•^oftsasponl  provision  should  be  made,  then  that  matter  should  be  dealt  with  in 
Its  ova  (lace  and  on  its  own  merits.  And  I  speak  here  with  confidence  when  I  say 
t<ist  if  It  «(mies  to  a  qikesUen  of  that  kind,  as  between  ns  and  Professor  Smith,  there 
*iU  be  an  Bi|g|ling,  teo  nnwilHagness  to  act  in  the /aost  liberal  and  generous  spirit 
^^KWsifaMa.  (Hurmnrs  of  disapprobation  from  the  galleries.)  'What  do  these 
aarsmis  tteani  '  I  repeat  thai  there  will  be  no  dUiposition  to  act  in  anything  but 
t^BQSl  Hbenil  and  generons  spirit  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  th6  motion 
•^Id  happen  to  be  carried,  that  will*be  made  manifest  to  those  who  are  moat  in- 
oiflsd  la  eall  il  fai  qasstion.    ('*  Oh,*  and  applause.) 

ftssAsc  objection  Is,  that  the  course  proposed  is  dangerous.  We  are  asked, 
Art  we  piepaied  to  yield  to  mere  eUmonr,  and  to  get  rid  of  a  professor  or  minister 
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when  a  aboiit  •giiiui  him  Is  nliedl  (Heir,  heur.)  Kod«mtor«  ibk  If  A«i4«M 
of  clftmoor.  (*'  Hear/'  from  the  left)  It  is  a  caee  of  deep,  perradiBg^  tad  gratlai 
conTictton  on  the  part  alike  of  minitteri  and  people.  I  point  to  theae  aittoiitiM; 
they  exist,  and  cannot  be  called  in  queetion  ("  Oh/'  aad  laaghter.)  Yei|  and  vbit 
io  yen  think  of  the  minoritiee  1  If  memben  iaagine  that  oiany  of  at  who  win  ia 
theae  minorities  were  all  the  time  at  ease  abont  this  caasb  they  fure  i^  vnA 
miataken.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  waa  with  a  heary  heart,  and  nader  a  deep  M&Hof 
responsibility,  that  ve  acted  in  the  way  we  did;  but  X  for  one  will  ssjf^  and  I  doabt 
not  I  may  say  it  for  many  more,  that  thovgh  we  were  not  prepared  to  oome  forwvd 
and  support  the  libel,  we  stood  rery  much  on  the  gBonnd-of  the  CoUe^s  Commitioe*! 
report,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  in  oar  brother's  writings  of  a  dangeroos  and  u- 
aettling  tendeney, — a  great  deal  which  we  would  not  like  onr  nsing  ministry  to  be 
brooght  into  oontset  with  on  the  part  of  ona  of  oar  aathorised  thsologieal  prntaon. 
(AppUose.)  And  let  it  not  be  Uionght  th«t  aU  the  light  and  learning  are  amjcd 
on  the  professor's  aide  of  this  qaestioa.  (Hear.)  That  baa  been  too  much  the  viy 
of  speaking  in  certain  qaarten.  It  would  not  be  difficult,  I  think,  to  fiad  oa  the 
other  side  men  eaiitled  to  oiaim  equality  at  least  with  those  who  make  noh  aa 
asaumptfton*  While  we  hare  learning  and  abUity  in  both  partiea,  we  have  anosgit 
those  most  apprehensiTc  of  danger  not  a  few  whoee  llToa  and  labours  have  reflected 
the  gveateat  hononr  on  the  Chureh  to  which  wo  beieai^    (Applause.) 

Another  objection  to  the  eouise  I  sm  sdToeatiag  ia  ita  abmptassa.  WeU*  I  do 
not  deny  that  it  may  have  that  aapect ;  bat  I  look  on  these  wearisome  proceediagi, 
extending  over  scTcrsl  yean,  as  in  effect  a  process  of  dealing  with  Profesaor  SmiUi, 
during  which  time  he  had  evoty  opportanity  of  giving  aaUslaotiea  to  the  Cbareh, 
if  he  liad  been  able  to  do  it  or  had  deaired  to  do  it.  ^id  I  contend  that  a  pjropM»I 
like  this  can  come  with  nothing  like  auipriso  either  to  himself  or  to  his  fiicBdi  oa 
the  present  occasion.  I  hold  that  ho  has  had  warning  enougl^  and  eannot  eon- 
plain  of  any  want  of  patience,  anything  lika  hasta  or  hamhaass  on  tho  part  of  the 
Church. 

Dr.  Begg*s  proposal  is  that  we  should  prooeed  with  the  UbeU  I  thjnk  it  mock 
safer,  more  for  our  credit,  better  fitted  to  aeeure  all  the  intareata  in?olved«  to  foUov 
the  line  laid  down  in  our  motion*  Abont  the  other  I  hare  to  aay  agaiA  tltat  it 
almost  inevitably  will  entail  delay.  The  ground  it  takea  up,  too«  ia  extreaiely 
narrow,  being  aolely  the  theoiy  concerning  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  while  all  tka 
rest  of  the  profesaor'a  views  are  left  eat  it  aoeount.  Then  there  ia  the  difficulty 
about  the  Judgment  Notwitbataading  all  that  Qii  Hoary  Monereiff  haa  said,  1 
think  it  would  be  no  easy  matter  to  stop  short  at  a  aentence  of  mere  vemoval  froa 
the  chair  if  once  you  had  convicted  him  of  heresy,  of  deliberate  teaohiMg  in  oppo- 
sition to  our  Standards.  I  feel  that  the  Gbnrch  would  be  involved  in  a  kiad  of 
inconaistency  or  contradtoiion  if  thai  were  to  be  done ;  that  and  nothiag  more. 
Again,  to  repone  Professor  Smith,  aa  the  other  two  motions  propose^  although  the 
decisions  of  the  last  two  Aasemblies  stand  reoorded  i^nat  him,  ia  In  mj  opiaioa 
not  ptactieable ;  aad  I  think  men  are  not  wise,  are  tgnorantHwr  heedleaa  of  Umapint 
of  the  Church,  who  suppose  it  poesibla  for  them  to  auoeeed  in  this.  Ho  la  to  he 
restored  after  some  sort  of  rebuke  has  been  administered.  U  it  right*  is  ibdigaified, 
to  put  him  in  a  position  which  he  could  hardly,  occupy  with  aeU>reapoc(,  wivh 
honour,  which  he  would  be  almoat  aompelM  to  seslgn  1  Inatead  of  doing  soi  1 
prefer  to  see  the  Chareh  taking  the  responsibiiity  on  heiaelf,  not  making  it  ,vail-nigh 
neceesary  for  him  to  withdraw,  but  openljr  and  hoaeaUy  asjing  that  ahe  cau  as 
longer  o&aintain  him  in  his  present  office.    (Hear,  liear.) 

I  am  well  aware  that  i&  advocating  tho  cause  i  do,  I  shall  bo  aatoooted  to  a 
great  deal  of  fbush  and  iajuiioua  repreaentatioa.  In  tho  Church  of  OfctriaL  we 
must  act  according  to  our  light.  We  must  be  faithfol  t#  oar  conscianooa>  md  no 
unmanly  treatment,  no  personal  feeling,  must  interfero  with  the  diaohargo  of  our 
duty.  I  believe  that  there  ia  just  a  choice  o(  diffioalties  heia.iaod  I  thiiik.A  voat 
deal  better  of  my  brethren  in  the  ministiy  aad  eldership,  tha^  to  imasiiM  tlyU  any 
one  of  the  thooeand  things  which  are  aaid  witt  everf  in  point  of  laat»  ha  laaliscd, 
whatever  the  aide  which  may  be  oltimataly  anoeeaafnl.  With  i^ard  40  Pirplcesor 
Smith,  I  must  say  that  it  ia  with  unfeigned  regret  i  hav^  aomo'to  thia  oonelnaioa. 
I  waa  not  orlglually  a  supporur  of  his  candidaiuxe.  1  ihooghi  tho  Chwyah  aoted 
foolishly  in  making  that  appointment.    I  did  oveiy  thing  in  my  poworjbo-al^ow  that 
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VM  ay  ifUMk  at  tke  time.  I  mm  noi  on  hU  tide  then,  I  wm  in  the  opposite 
J)  Wt  I  eannoi  forget  thai  the  Cliarcli  took  him  at  a  time  of  life  when  ipeen* 
lUh*  tan^MMiflB  are  atroagtett^  aad  thai  she  iraa  eoaseqaentlj  boond  to  exerdte 
ttverd  hte  ril  tho  chaiky  aa4  forbearanoe  in  her  poirer.  I  readily  acknowledge 
Ui  cafaeat  ahiiitiea  and  awaianeats,  and  we  have  not  ao  much  of  these  that  we 
eia  l%MI^  paH  vHk  a^y  of  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  admit  that»  frankly  and  fally 
sdait  K  bat  theiw  la  maeh  to  be«aet  on  the  other  side.  There  is  the  truth  of 
Scripiere,  iheto  aM  tba  highest  and  moat  aaered  interests  of  this  Chnreh,  as  I 
bcHife,  to  be  laM  In  ilia  opposite  scale.  8o  I  am  shut  up  to  the  conclusion  that  we 
esgtit  to  part  with  PAfessor  Smith,  not  as  under  a  libel,  not  as  a  man  oouTioted  of 
vNsg,  birt  as  hsviiv  been-  brought  into  a  position  from  which  there  is  no  practical 
eitiicsliea%aft  is  tke  way  of  his  ToflMVal  from  the  chair.    (Applaose.) 

Dr.  M1DLAW,  Abeideeni  then  moved  the  motion*  of  which  he  had  given 
sotiee^  IS  Ibllaws  9 — ^Tbat,  tboogfa  the  views  which  have  been  published  by  Professor 
teUhnganUngtha  oilglttatloa  of  the  Peutateacbal  8criptttres  and  institntions  ars 
Bot  tke  viewa  of  the  Free  €haveh,  yet^  seeing  they  do  not  contiadict  the  Oonfessionsl 
dofCiiae  of  f«velali«s  and  teaplmtloa  in  each  a  vity  as  to  necessitate  censorial 
^hdpHae  b^ead  wbat  dUy  have  beea  ftaTOlved  in  his  having  been  already  tem* 
|«nril|  lasiiitadBd  from  the  work  of  bts  ohsir,  the  Assembly  psss  from  the  iibel» 
isd  lepeae  Weiaway  Smith,  hnmbly  looking  fov  the  Ueeaing  of  Qod  on  hia  nanmed 
bbiBit.  Puilfcei',  bavlng  regard  to  the  eiaeamstanee  that  the  publication  of  these 
vkei ^a  fne  Chwrah  proAsaaor  waa  fitted  to occaaion,  aad  haa  oceaaioned,  much 
■liety  sod  alaan  amoag  the  people  of  Ood  in  our  Ohonh  and  land,  the  Asaembly 
tfgeat^  admonMi  Pkofosser  Smith  to  be  eatremaly  csreful  in  his  public  utterancea 
ip«B  qsmiliBM  aoeh  aa  theae  which  have  ttoea  exenisiag  the  mind  of  the  community 
is  cMBcdiea  wRb  tbla  ease,  snd  esamend  all  profissoia  and  ministers  to  observe 
tke  tike  cBMAilBeaft  tn  thali'  tvestSMnt  of  these  sobJeeU."  He  said— It  Is  with 
cmwie  fsgnt  sad  pain  that  I  find  myself  oaable  on  this  occasion  to  follow  those 
«  vboiejodgaMniin  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  Assembly  so  many  of  us 
isve  been  went  to  tely.  We  are  ahnt  up  to  seek  aaotber  position,  because  the 
Miie  jast  ptepoaed  ssema  ao  foil  of  danger  (or  the  foiore  of  our  Ohurcb.  I  shall 
Mk  ■i)|ne'  the  afaatract  vacation  as  to  Its  being  in  the  power  or  competency  of  the 
AsNk  te  set  aside  one- of- her  offioe-bearers  from  his  work  oa  the  ground  that  he 
M  teager  retaina  tb«  eewfldenee  of  the  Choieh.  I  have  a  great  respect^  and  ao  haa 
tmj  member  of  tbla  House,  for  what  was  said  by  Sir  Heniy  Honcreiif  and  Dr. 
Ite  en  the  abatsmet  view  of  that  sabjeet,  and  upon  the  spiritual  righta  of  the 
ObsRh  ao  te  aet^  Bat,  then,  it  will  be  ebaerved  that  Dr.  Adam,  in  aaggasting  an 
imtees  hi  vMek  that  might  be  applied,  aaid.it  waa  the  instance  of  removing  a 
pnCasor  or  other  oOee-'bearer  fh>m  hia  work,  agalnat  whom  there  was  no  charge  of 
htnty  er  tmmeiality.  The  peculiarity  of  the  present  case  is,  that  we  are  in  the 
■Met  of  ear  dealing  with  a  process  lisr  hamay*  (Hear,  hear,  and  applaose.)  The 
Bae  ef  action  aaggeated  would  be  eompetent  and  appn^riate  in  n  case  in  which  no 
jedklil  pweam  Csd  been  eotend  on,  «v  a»to  wliioh  there  were  a  aearly  nnanlmoaa 
•fialea  In  the  Ohnfeh  that  H  waa  -her  doty  so  te  dispose  of  her  ssrvaat,  but  thia  Is 
a  issteee  where  we  are  greatly  divided  as  to  the  propriety  of  auoh  action,  and, 
ibofc  al^'a«  In  the  thick  ii  a  Jadlelal  proesss  which  has  beoome  embarrused  and 
iivslved  npoa  ear  hands.  1  rsspectlolly-  subcsii  to  Sir  Henry  Monereiff  and  Dr. 
Ate  Ihat  thane  eonslderstlena  ought  to  be  taken  into  aoeount  in  sating  the  general 
prfaeiple  ef  ae  Chnreh's  spfcrltaal  vigbt  a  do  anch  a  thing-— a  right  which  in  the 
ibuwit  cannot  be  dispotcd. 

1  find  no  leiaf  ftea  the  pefpteodtics  of  the  caaa  in  this  propossl.  It  may  be 
laaMd  thai  we  nM  syapathiM  with  one  another's  pefplezity  in  this  natter ;  but  I 
Me  aa  ttg^t  fpim  ihia  propoaal  'm  a  the  fumre.  On  the  contmry,  looking  along  the 
Ha  ef  ae  fiftnavi  It  ineraea  theae  petplezitia  aad  vaiaa  new  ones.  How  are  we 
Is  ralaiplBls^  afar  Mb,  the  hticiation  of  judieial  proeesMs  if  we  are  to  learn  from 
iUs  piaftll  l^siaisii  Ihsa  saeh  a  pcoesa  may  he  broken  off  in  the  supreme  courts  and 
tbe  pcMM  nndet  llbrt  be  est  aahaftrea  his  oifia  without  aoy  concloslea  belog  ame 
(esa^lthrttaelft  Pnrther,  harareweaxegard  the  sataaof  oor  professoai( 
m  saaaa  ha  Implied,  tbte  airanga  method  la  tOL-be  pealiarly  applicable  a  them  f 
it  hm  bsan  said  that  there  la  a  differeaa  in  the  tenure  of  the  prdeaorial  oflke  from 
ihst  of  the  mtahrteikL    What  the  diiferenoe  is  I  have  never  heard  definedi  bat  veiy 
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evidendj  ibis  CMe,  if  followed  out  in  the  W9j  now  propoaod  will  throw  a  lorid  light 
upon  the  differenee  and  emphatite  the  pecttllar  preearionancia  of  the  ienue  of 
profeaaon.  What  I  nnderttand  to  be  snggeated  ia  that  Profeaeor  fioAlth,  thaagii 
separated  from  bis  chair,  he  may  itill  with  these  opiniona  be  a  minister  of  this 
Charch.  Fttrther,  and  tbia  ia  the  laat  difficulty  I  ahali  mention  on  thia  pointy— bev 
is  Boeh  action  to  attach  oar  people  to  the  free  eranfelicai  chaiaeitr  of  oar  eonaliln* 
tioo,  if  the  carrying  out  of  oar  discipline  ia  to  b»80  flexible  aa  it  ia  to  be  feared  after 
this  instance  it  must  appear t  Will  it  not  tempt  oar  people  to  liaten  to  thoae  who 
are  so  ready  to  inainaate  that  aome  form  of  legal  bondage-*aome  kind  of  State- 
supported  discipline — ^might  be  preferable  to  each  freedom  3    (itpplaaaei) 

The  motion  which  1  ha?e  to  propose  agreea  with  that  already  tabled,  ia  one 
point,  Tia ,  that  we  pass  from  the  iibel,  bat  the  effect  which  I.  coniemplata  la  Tety 
different  and  more  consonant  with  justice.  The  proposal  to  pass  away,  from  &  iibel 
which  baa  inTolred  aaspension  from  office,  one  abould  expect  to  be  followed  by 
reponing  the  person  in  his  office.  I  am  constrained  to  think  that  if  w»  aanaot  de 
that  we  should  go  on  with  the  process,  and  in  that  case  1  shenld  he  ineUned  to 
▼ote  with  Dr,  Begg.  But  there  are  aeriona  disadrantagea  in  that  ooarse.  Sit  Henry 
Koncreiff  has  pointed  out  how  ondesimhle  it  would  be  thbt  we  ahoald  be  pUmged, 
at  the  very  first  step,  into  a  new  eontroyenv  aa  to  what  probation  ia.  Snppoaa  we 
were  to  get  through  it  in  thia  Asaembly,  we  might  coaae  to  a  Terdiat  of  not  pcoren. 
I  for  one  should  regret  that  Txewa  so  queslionabLe  as  those  of  Professor  Smith  ahenld 
receiye  the  imprimatur  of  having  triumphantly  anx?i?ed  a  judicial  praeesa.  <Ap> 
plause.)  We  desire  the  professor  to  snnriYe,  bnt  not  bia  viewa.  (Applanae^  That 
ia  my  position — my  platform ;  and  I  cannot  oonaent  to  Professor  Smith  being 
reponed  without  a  clear  indication  that  thoae  opinions  are  not  the  opiniona  of  our 
.Ohnrch.  I  may  explain  in  a  sentence  what  I  mean  by  thia  phraae  in  tha  mation. 
I  do  not  mean  that  we  are  to  declare  that  these  Tlewa  ace  oi^toeed  to  or  ooatradiet 
the  Confession  of  Faith,  it  would  be  absnrd  to  repone  him  if  we  did  that;  thejodi- 
cial  process  intended  to  try  whether  his  ?iewa  were  of  that  chacacterv  haa  beoeme 
ao  complicated  and  so  unworkable  that  we  are  obliged  to  pasa  from  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  do  mean  what  Is  expressed  in  another  motion  to.a  somewhat  aimilar 
effect — I  do  mean  that  we  aaaert  rery  decidedly  that  theae  opinions  are  not  the 
Tiews  of  the  Chiirch,  in  the  sense  that  they  are  "critical  opinions,"  not  belonging 
to  that  body  of  troth  and  doctrine  committed  to  Uie  Ohnreh,  which  it  ia  the  chief 
duty  of  her  profeasors  to  midntein,  and  which  we  aent  him  to  his  class  to  taaeh. 
Bnt  I  mean  something  more.  I  could  not  sgree  to  his  being  reponed  withaat  a 
distinct  nnderstanding  that  theae  opiniona  are  not  the  viewa. of  .the  Fraa  Cburoh  in 
thia  further  sense,  which  I  go  on  to  explain.  We  hare  coma  to  diaiingnish  batvaen 
a  Church's  Confession  Greed,  or  Standards  on  the  one  hand,  and  her  ISeatimoay  on 
the  other.  Kow  it  is  perfectly  open  to  us  in  sending  back  Professor  SmiUi  to 
declare  that  aome  of  his  opinions  are  contrary  to  the  testimony  of  tha  Charoh,  lo  ao 
far  as  she  has  been  called  upon  to  express  her  mind  in  regard  to  tham.  Ia  aborts 
we  may  declare  that  though  not  proved  to  be,  contrary  to  the  ConfesaioOv  th^no 
opinions  are  not  consistent  with  the  views  of  the  Chitfch,  aa  to  .the  Pentatenobal 
histoiy  and  legislation. 

Should  you,  on  Uie  other  hand,  oonviet  Professor  Smith  npon  the  narrow  fsag- 
ment  of  a  libel  from  ao  much  of  which  you  Jiave^isased  away,  and  aheuld  yon^  folUw 
up  that  course  by  separatiog  him  from  bia  chair,  will  that  deoiaion  nmxfjBnj  ipreat 
weight  or  conviction  in  the  Christian  community  in  genasalt  Sir  Henry  HMaraiff 
had  told  us  that  we  shall  probably  come  to  it  by  a  narrow  aaiuoBity,  and  that  in  that 
case  it  will  not  carry  very  great  weights  Might  I  respectfully  aak  Sir  Hanry 
whether  a  deciaion  arrived  at  in  the  '*  pecnliar  and  extraordinary  **  manaey  pao^ 
posed  by  him  would  cany  more  weight  with  it  f  I  very  mnch  doubt  it.  (Applanse.) 
But  the  thing  I  regret^  and  the  evil  I  want  to  avoid  is,  that  if  ww  osrry  tha  proeeas 
against  Professor  Smith  to  such  a  termination,  the  effect  will  be  to  give  a  bad  pro- 
minence  to  those  viewa  aa  proaeribed  and  persecuted  views*  the  very  way  to  lend 
them  a  cnrrency  which  they  abould  never  otherwise  have  obtained.  Tfaia  ia  not 
supposition.  (Applause.)  It  ia  a  fact  that  already  by  thia  prooesa  viewa  in  Biblical 
criiidam,  which  many  of  us  think  dangerons,  nnsetUing,  and  rashly  aaanmed,  and 
wiUch  othera  of  ns  regard  as  belonging  to  a  peculiar  phsae  of  critical  opinion  on  Uaa 
Continent^  as  to  the  conatmction  of  the  Old  Testament^  destined  to  ehaage  and 
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ftrifk  before  deeper  md  more  spiritnal  inquiry  on  the  part  of  scbolare^tbat  theee 
ficva  hare  bees  presMd  vpon  tlie  attemion  of  our  people — high  and  low,  far  and 
wide  net  bj  the  pablfeation  alone  of  Profeeaor  Smith'a  articles — tiiough  I  am  rery 
Ur  froa  exonerating  him  from  blame — ^bot  by  the  perfectly  nnaToidabie,  yet  moat 
mhappy,  proninenee  giren  to  him  throngh  the  process  on  which  we  are  en/^aged. 
If  we  d^irlTe  him  after  libe1»  raneh  more  if  we  deprire  him  after  dropping  the 
libel,  we  ibail  not  stamp  out  his  riews.  We  shall  only  eanse  the  excitement  about 
tktm  to  flare  np  higher;  wbereaa,  if  we  send  Profeasor  Smith  back  to  his  chair  with 
neb  a  deeiaratSoB  as  I  have  indicated,  with  the  instruction  to  attend  to  his  Talnable 
iiagaiide  ttndies,  to  Imbonr  among  his  students  in  that  spiritnal  exegesis  of  the 
Few  Testament  vhloh  ho  is  so  fitted  to  illostrate,  and  to  leave  alone  the  "  higher 
cfiticinB "  and  theao  imaginary  constmetions  of  pentatenehal  legislation,  we  shall 
ln?e  a  far  belter  ehanco  of  seeing  theae  questions  relegated  to  the  subordinate  place, 
te  Uie  dttll  mMBlneDee  which  re«illy  helongs  to  them.    ( Applauae.) 

liaally,  aSr,  I  can  aoe  no  way  out  of  this  perplexed  case  in  Justice  to  Professor 
Siritb,  to  the  Chnreh  itself,  and  to  the  truth,  but  by  reponing  the  professor,  aoeom- 
fujfig  ft  with  all  the  safegoards  yon  can  muster — firsts  a  distinct  declaration  that 
ihcM  are  not  the  things  you  appoint  him  to  teaeh;  second,  an  •affectionate  and 
MtsBB  admoaitioii  to  Vrofeascr  Smith  to  act  differently  in  the  future;  third,  a 
eonattaieBt  of  him  in  Ihith  to  the  blessing  of  the  Head  of  the  Church  upon  hla 
Itbnfs.  Tears  ago  thla  Ohnreh  appointed  him,  a  rery  young  man,  to  a  reiy 
tferil  poeition.  Ton  helfered  him  then  to  be  an  eminent  ^ft  of  God  to  the 
CbsRb.  Besinent  leholar  and  able  teacher  yon  hare  certainly  found  him  to  be. 
Bet  aew  his  perplexities  and  yours  hare  come  together.  We  know  that  he  regrets 
tke  pcfplesftles  he  has  oeeaaioned  his  Chnrch.  We  see  that  he  eliugs  to  his  Church 
ad  Is  Ms  ehtthr  when  he  might  hare  left  them  both  orer  and  orer  again.  Qlre  him 
wetltr  ehance.  The  Free  Chnreh  of  Seotland  can  afford  to  do  it.  Let  me  not  be 
■htdtfli.  I  am  not  making  a  plea  in  miicricordiam.  The  Free  Church  cannot 
liiid,  by  the  slightest  hairbreadth,  to  do  less  than  justice,  and  she  must  act  in  this 
ase  tai  aeeerdnee  with  JnsUee.  But  yon  can  afford  to  deal  generously  with  the 
■SB.  Ton  appointed  him  In  his  early  youth.  Tour  perplexities  hare  oome  upon 
Til  tegelher  now,  will  yon  not  share  and  ahare  alike!  Will  you  not  commit  him 
to  tbe  God  of  troth  and  to  the  truth  of  Ood,  trusting  that  truth  shall  hold  him  now, 
ni  mske  him  better  than  he  has  erer  been  T    (Applause.) 

Professor  HAO0B15G0B  aaid^I  seeond  Br  Laidlaw's  motion,  and  am  rery 
tekM  tkit  a  minister  of  his  peeoliar  distinction  has  come  forward  to  propose  it, 
urf  adreeste  It  8<r  rery  ably. 

I  wish  la  say  m  word  or  two  abont  vnhandsome  innuendoes  that  hare  been  flnng 
Mt  igsinst  leadera  of  this  House  on  aecount  of  the  course  they  hare  seen  it  their 
itty  to  parsue  in  relation  to  this  ease.  With  such  insults  I  hare  no  sympathy. 
H)^  aie  painfully  offensire  to  me  r  and  T  beliere  they  are  fitted  to  injure  the  inter- 
ot  ef  fVefessor  Bmitb.  So,  too,  is  the  snggestion  about  an  appeal  to  eiril  courta. 
Tto,.from  onr  Free  Chnreh  point  of  riew,  would  be  an  unprincipled  suggestion. 
IftBytaeh  aetion  etet  be  seriously  taken,  and  I  be  in  office  here,  I  will  take  the 
M,  if  BO  other  wiH  take  the  lead,  in  expelling  from  the  Free  Church  the  party 
Oat  kss  fairited  the  eiril  power  to  come  in  upon  ns,  and  dictate  regarding  onr 
iphitosi  iNHftneis.    (Applause.) 

I  tUak  H  dne  to  senior  members  of  the  Court  to  say,  further,  (hat  I  was  reiy 
Mrms  ef  finding  myself  able  to  aequlesee  in  whaterer  proposal  they  should,  after 
MiberrtSon  and  eonsnltatioB,  suggest  for  our  dellrerance  from  the  present  per- 
plexity and  peril.  In  relation  to  rery  dllBcult  and  momentous  questions  of  admini- 
i^ntfen,  I  think  it  fair  that  we  of  the  rank  and  fife  ahontd  give  a  larger  amount  of 
Mnnee  to  the  deliberate  and  anxiously  framed  Judgment  of  such  men  who  are 
Men  4f  the  House,  becsove,  and  only  because,  they  are  supetlatirely  qualified  for 
<tehdsliailoii  of  Cfaureh  affiiira.  At  least  it  baa,  on  this,  occasion,  been  my  strong 
Mrete  snpport  their  Judgment  and  strengthen  their  hands,  if  possible. 

Bat  I  find  It  to  be  impossible.  Now  that  their  proposal  is  before  ns,  and  we 
kn«  had  some  little  time  to  eonsider  it,  the  nearer  I  come  to  the  point  of  action, 
tbe  mere  atcongly  I  feel  repelled  by  It^  It  would  for  me  be  moral  soicfde — 
(ItighlaWto  acqnif  see  In  the  propoeaL  Of  course  I  hare  no  doubt  that  Sir  Henry 
Venaw  bat  canfnlly  conaidercd  all  the  reaaona  that  can  present  themaelrea  to 
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my  mind,  and  would  never  dream  of  inggeaUng  that  he  U  not  perfeeUx  jadidal  io 
hU  opinion,  that  the  coorae  be  propoeea  is  the  right  one.  Bat  I  am  fullj  and  sl&< 
cerel  J  persuaded  that  the  course  proposed  ia  a  wrong  one— anch  that  I  am  boand  to 
protest  againat  in  the  moat  impresaiTe  maaner  competent  to  ma  aa  a  miaisUr  of 
the  Free  Church. 

Mj  speech  cornea  to  this,  that,  notwithstanding  their  weight  of  opinioD,  (he 
course  they  propose  ia,  all  things  considered^  a  wrong  one — (applanae  and  laogtUsr) 
— and  I  will  try  to  sliow  how  the  matter  presents  Uaelf  to  me  aa  leading  to  tJbii 
conclusion*  There  is  one  thing  which,  though  I  dareaay  erery  one  haa  bw  think- 
ing of  it,  yet  few  or  none  have  ever  apolcen  of  it.  I  refer  to  the  Inter^ts  of  Pio- 
feasor  Smith ;  not  hia  mero  pecuniary  intereata,  but  his  proper  interests  as  t 
professor  of  theology,  who  haa  accepted  your  professorship  aa  the  oareer  of  his  life. 
That  conoema  ua  all,  profoundly.  We  now  and  then  bear  about  ih»  « friends"  of 
Professor  Smith.  I  do  not  like  that  way  of  apeaking.  I  hope  thnt  wo  all  aie  ftitDdi 
of  Professor  Smith.  (Applaaae.)  I  trust  it  will  not  be  imagined  that  it  is  oalj  t 
coterie  of  hot-headed  young  people  who  care  for  the  professor.  Well,  observe  hov 
this  matter  of  hia  interests  oomea  to  touch  you  and  me^  Profeaaer  Smith  is  aj 
friend.  He  ha%  been  my  pupil.  He  ia  my  brother  nuniater.  He  la  my  ooUesgee 
in  iht  professorship.  And  such  being  the  case,  it  is  to  me  a  terrific  aaggesUM 
that^  with  perhapa  some  endeavour  to  aeeuie  hia  pecnniaiy  intersata  for  a  Uule,  he 
riiould,  by  thia  Assembly,  be  ecdesiaatieally  and  profeaaionally  rainad.  (No^  aa) 
Yes,  yes.  You  may  think,  and  I  may  think,  that  our  brother  may  find  aome  othor 
career  suitable  to  his  gifts  and  graces.  But  that  will  not  be  our  doing.  No  thiahs 
to  the  Free  Ohurch  for  that.  What  we  have  to  conaider  ia  the  effect  of  the  prsposod 
action  ao  far  aa  our  power  extends.  And  we  are  deoeiving  ouraelra^  nalesa  «o 
keep  clear  in  view  that,  so  far  aa  the  power  of  the  Free  Chursh  4n  hes  anproiae 
court  can  go,  the  efiect  will  be  to  brand  Professor  Smith,  to  break  hia  back  in  nls* 
Hon  to  that  profeaalonal  career  to  which  we  called  him. 

Oh,  but,  it  ia  said,  we  most  cany  on  the  buslnesa  of  the  Choroid  and  ooaM> 
qnently  we  may  have  to  do  what  ia  a  vary  palnfol  thing  because  it  la  the  right  thiog. 
But,  I  aay,  the  thing  you  propoao  to  do  ia  a  wrong  Uiing.  Thia  ia  the  first  point  of 
my  eontentioni  that  yen  are  proposing  to  do  a  wrong  to  Profeasor  Smithy  in  nspoot 
of  those  interesta  which  yon  are  aacredly  bound  to  fgoMX^,  Alctady.  ha  haa  aidfani 
n  aeriea  of  iigustioes,  and  a  culminating  iiynatioe  is  what  ia  now  propoaed,  that  ho 
ahould  be  aeverely  punished  without  being  found  guilty  of  the  offence  laid  to  his 
charge,  that  he  ahould  be  ruined  without  so  much  aa  the  imputation  of  any  ofibaes 
defined  by  our  law.  (Applause.)  That  is  a  wrong  in  which.  I  will  not  and  euuMt 
be  partaker.  It  haa  beeia  aaked,  dare  yon  aend  Profoaaor  Smith  back  to  Aberdeeu ) 
I  dare  to  aend  him  back ;  but  that  ia  not  all — I  dare  not  do  anything  elae. 

But  to  my  mind  a  more  formidabla  aspect  of  the  propoaal»  is  that  towards  tha 
law  and  doctrine  of  the  Church.  I  leave  others  to  speak  of  the  probable  effect  oa 
ministerial  freedom,  and  faithfulness,  and  respectability,  of  our  once  beginning!  es 
n  course  heretofore  unknown  to  onr  practice,  in  effect  to  depose  men  vithoot  say 
allegation  of  offence,  by  a  almple  vote  of  want  of  con&dea4)e.  What  I  Wish  to 
emphaaise  la,  that  yon  are  propoeing  to  change  the  doctrine  of  onr  Church.  ("  If  o^*) 
Of  course  not  in  your  opinion.  But  what  I  am  now  delivering  ia  my  own  opinloa; 
and,  I  repeat,  the  proposed  action  involvea  a  change  in  the  doctrine  of  onr  Church. 
Such  being  my  opinion^  I  am  peculiaffly  bound  io  declare  it  now»  It  baa  been  inti- 
mated to  us  protessora  that  it  ia  an  unbecoming  thing  in  us  to  take  part  in  these 
discussions.  That  intimation  is  one  thing  that  made  me  reaolve,  if  I  ahonld  drav 
breath,  to  apeak  to  the  queation  in  thia  Ajaembly.  In  relation  to  nqueationabost 
the  Choich'a  doctrine^  I  hold  that  we  profeaaora  are  not  only  entitled^  bat  bound,  to 
take  a  part,  and,  if  we  can,  a  leading  partb  That  ia  what  the  Church  ia  entitled  i» 
expect  of  us,  to  whom  she  haa  given  peculiar  opportunitiea,  and  whom  ahe  has 
sealed  aa  in  her  judgment  possessing  peculiar  qualificationa  in  thia  relation* 

No  doubt  you  profess  io  aim  only  at  getting  out  of  a  difficulty  by  dismiasing  tho 
professor.  But  what  I  have  to  think  of  ia,  not  your  intentions,  but  the  effecti  the 
inevitable  effect,  of  the  action  yon  propose  to  ua  all.  And  I  aay  the  effect  will  be 
to  change  the  doctrine  of  our  Ohuveh  regarding  tl^e  Wofd  of  Qod  by  making  a  eertaia 
view  of  the  Hoaaic  Scriptures  and  institutiona  a  doctrinal  term  of  oiB,ce;  -er,  what 
oonet  to  the  same  thing,  making  a  different  view  the  groond  of  ezclaaloA  or  expel* 
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finpn  ofiee.  Tbe  qiMtUott  U  not  hmr  the  matter  U  regarded  by  eerfcain  eoeleti- 
aatica,  Imi  how  It  will  be  regarded  by  the  Choreb,  bow  it  will  be  regarded  by  the 
voffid.  Thai  is  what  moat  detenalne  the  effeet  of  the  proposed  action  if  it  enter  into. 
Ibo  hoart  af  Iha  blitoiy  of  oar  Cboreh  in  aoeb  an  eventfal  orieia  aa  the  preaent^  And 
to  my  apprehenaSoii  the  ineritabla  reanlt  will  be,  that  no  man  beneefbrward  will  be 
sale  i»  Us  oflee^  fast  will  he  liaUo  io  expolaion  from  office  on  the  ground  of  hia 
doeCiteo  if  ho  mafaMain  a  dtffereiit  view  from  the  heretofofe  received  of  the  hnman 
of  tiho  lloaaie  ScriptDVea  and  inetitntlona.  Kow  that  reeeived  view  ie  not,  and 
MB,  in  the  relevant  eonae,  a  doctrine  of  oar  Charefa,  nor  of  any  other 
ttei  over  haa  boon  in  the  worid.  Witneea  ihe  Weetminater  Oonfeesion. 
all  tho  oosfiMaiona  and  ereeda»  ancient  and  modem.  Ko  one  of  theae  haa 
any  Aoetttesl  atatomeai  regarding  the  way  and  manner  of  the  hnman  origin  of  the 
BuiptawsL  What  th^  degmatlao  abont  ia  only  tho  divinity  of  revelation  and 
Bagardiag  tho  way  and  manner  of  hnman  origination  onr  Church  haa 
ila^islisnd ;  bo  Obnreh  on  earth  has  ever  dogmatised ;  so  &r  as  I  hnow,  no 
ihl;f  of  sBy  Ohorah  haa  ever  ao  mneh  as  appointed  a  eommittee  of  inquiry, 
is  B  iMl^  «B  anqneatioBahle  faetw  And  this  fact  is  a  demonatratioB  of  what  I 
am  mslBtatBlag,  that  the  prepoaod  aotlon  involvea  aa  innovation  on  the  doctrine  of 
wm  Cterahu     (Applaoao.) 

OsaaMar  4bo  preoont  aapeei  of  the  now  tIow.  The  present  aapoot  ia  a  new  one, 
that  hmg  mg^  the  qneation  wlMther  tiie  wbtole  Mosaic  Scriptures  and  institutions 
weso  aai  oaiploled  aa  early  aa  Iho  tfano  of  Moaea  was  understood  as  beiag  a  qnes- 
tisB  olBBply  balwocB  iniideli^  and  fatih ;  ao  that  any  one  opposing  the  received 
view.vbajaatly  regarded  aa  thoa  ihr  a  manifested  unbeliever  in  the  divinity  of  thoae 
Buiptawa  and  divine  authority  of  those  instltnlloaa.  Bot  that  is  now  no  longer  the 
caa^  Amamg  helievlag  moBi  of  whoso  professed  belief  in  that  divinity  there  ia  no 
deah^  ii  Wa  oomo  to  be  a  qneation  whether,  notwitlista^ding  the  divinity  of  revela^ 
tloB  imd  rosoid»  tho  received  vlow  of  the  way  and  manner  of  human  origination  may 
asi  ba  ^atakoau  And  ia  tho  oireomataneas  I,  while  myself  holding  tho  traditional 
visvv  vbbIA  lagard  it  aa  a  meal  dangerona  miatako  for  the  Church  to  d»  anything  at 
efalvaloai  to  makistg,  fortho  first  time  in  all  Church  history,  the  reeeivod 
a  dodMsal  term  of  office  or  article  of  foith.  But  if  I  olg ect  to  the  new  riew  and 
todJaaill  a  professor  wlm  la  aaid  to  hold  it^  what  am  1  to  do  in  favour  of  the 
r  wi^oh  i  emlmee  )  Welly  if  life  and  health  be  giren  me,  I  may  endea- 
ta  aaftiU  ftko  now  viewa  oiT  the  fiieo  of  the  eaHh.  (Laughter.)  Bat  then,  if  I 
am  hepafclly  iB-aei  oni  on  tUa  enierprlae,  I  mnat  have  fair  play,  and  I  have  not  fair 
piagr  tf  ay  oppoaont  muai  rsaaoB  with  a  rope  round  hia  necli;  if  yon  pot  a  rope 
rsaad  kh  Bsok^  yon  put  mo  to  a  orael  dlsadvaatage  in  reaaoning  against  him.  Tlie 
CMC  vaald  ha«a  booa  diflbreat  if  tho  question  liad  oonfiessedly  l)een  about  a  doctrine 
sf  oaa  OsBlhariwB.  Bat  the  qneation  ia  not  oonfsosodly  about  a  dootriao  of  onr  Con- 
bai  aboat  aa  opiatoa  wlikh  aevor  has  in  any  Qhureh  been  an  article 


Bab  aflar  all  thi%  what  will  the  oonaequeneea  be  to  tho  oanao  of  religion  of 
▼iowa  ta  be  bald  by  a  profeasort  Beallyi  wo  are  not  reeponsible  for 
tho  foaalbia  ooaaeqaeBoe%  eaoept  la  ao  iar  aa  they  apring  from  our  not  doing  right 
tka  mallar  bolbre  ia.  And  I  think  it  pooaible  tbaty  even  in  relation  to  posaible 
ro  may  l>o  loo  ozolnaire  ia  onr  regard  to  eoaservation  of  iho  ealsting 
of  tha  Chaiah.  Poriiapa  wo  an  not  duly  under  the  influence  of  a  view 
to  Iko  varld  by  Frinolpai  Balny  in  hia  London  leotorea  two  years  ago. 
(fas^^ar)  The  view  is  thla-»The  Chnreh  is  ia  new  ciroomstances.  The  world  la 
in  aav  ohaaautaaoea  in  relation  to  Ohriat4anity» .  And  It  ia  our  duty  to  face  tho 
new  akcamalaBeeB,  aad  deal  vith^  tho  new  drcumatancea.  To  look  at  new  aapecia 
af  maUaaa  as  th^  emerge  ia  oar  boondea  duty.  And  if  tho  reaolt  of  our  doing 
that  daiy  alMold  bo  some  diaeomfori  wo  might  not  otiierwise  bsTc  incurred,  or  even 
BIS  aataaalblo  peril  w  loaa  to  tho  GhriatiaB  eanse,  wo  oaanot  help  it»  but  mast  bear 
thatasaaa. 

Tfcaayaa  maat  ooaaldor  tho  poaitioB  of  professors  and  of  ministers  who  are  other- 
wiaaaaUed  to  laquiro,  on  behalf  of  ihe  Choreh,  in  tho  Ihce  of  new  cireomatancea, 
aav  aapeela  of  ihingSL  It  ia  oonoeivable  that  a  new  qnestion  should  arise,  tliat  an 
old  aplaioB  ahoald  Ml  to  bo  reooasidored,  espedally  in  the  department  of  Biblical 
sBllqpriiiflB*  Ctooeky  aad  Halvov; .  In  mj  oira  department  of  sjstematic  theology 
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there  ]■  not  ut  important  matter  in  relation  to  which  any  intelligent  Chriatian  ie 
not  entitled  and  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  of  bia  own.    There  ia  not  one  in 
relation  to  which  the  Chnrch  haa  not  carefully  inqaired,  «nd  formolatcd  the  leeoU 
of  her  inqaiiy,  and  tabalated  that  result  in  her  Confeaeion.     Men  in  my  poaikios, 
therefore,  hare  their  work  in  large  meaanre  preicribed.    Bat  the  caae  ia  nrj 
different  in  relation  to  the  history  of  RcTelation  and  of  Scriptare  on  the  hnmaa  side. 
In  relation  to  that  the  Chnrch,  though  she  has  opinions,  haraot  dogmatised.    She 
has  nerer,  as  a  Church,  confessedly  and  seriously  inquired.    It  ia  therefore  conceir- 
able  that  she  should  be  mistaken  in  aome  of  her  opinions,  and  that  the  reault  of 
inquiiy  might  be  her  deliTcrance  from  the  miatake.     On  the  other  hand,  it  la  coa- 
oeiyable  that  some  new  opinions  should  be  mistaken,  and  tliat  the  refutation  of  them 
might  reault  from  inquiry  on  the  Church's  behalf.    In  both  waya  benefit  ia  to  be 
expected  from  new  discoyeiy  In  a  department  where  new  diaeoTcriea  may  be  reaaoa- 
ably  expected.     In  this  region,  comparaiirely  unexplored,  new  diaooTeriea,  perlu^ 
confirming  the  old  opinions,  are  to  be  expected  lirom  the  raat  amount  of  laaned 
labour  bestowed  on  the  department.     And  how  are  we  to  expect  those  diseoTeriei 
so  that  the  benefit  of  that  labour  may  reach  to  the  many  of  ua  who  have  not  the 
opportunity  nor  the  qualification  for  mastering  the  results  of  those  labours  throuffa 
original  studies  of  our  own  1    Surely  through  our  professora  of  Hebrew  and  Hew 
Testament  Greek.    They  are  the  men  whom  we  have  set  apart  to  give  their  whole 
liTes  to  the  search,  to  which  those  others  of  us,  miniaters  or  laymen,  can  gite  only 
a  limited  portion  of  their  time.    And  if  yon  forbid  thoae  profeaaors  to  Inqnirep  so  ai 
to  make  for  ua  whaterer  new  discoyeries  may  be  attainable,  yon  are  aimply  relbabur 
to  inquire,  shutting  your  eyes  againat  any  reritable  new  light  that  Qod  in  Hia  pro- 
Tidence  may  abed  on  thia  department. 

But  our  Christian  people  are  alarmed ;  of  course  they  are.     I  do  not  wonder  at 
the  alarm,  when  there  is  being  called  in  question  a  receired  opinion  tegardiog  tbe 
Word  of  God.    The  Bible,  to  the  people'a  just  apprehenaion,  ia  effoctirely  the  lomida- 
tion  of  our  life  in  God.    I,  therefore,  wonld  haTo  wondered  if  there  had  not  been 
alarm  in  the  Church ;  if  there  had  not  been,  our  Chnrch  would  not  haTo  bean  the 
Church  we  hare  supposed  her  to  be.    But,  then,  while  deeply  aympathlaing  wUk  the 
alarm,  we  muat  remember  that  a  Church  is  not  in  her  action  to  be  ruled  by  mere 
alarm.    A  Chriatian  Chnrch  muat  ez&rcise  the  fortitude  of  faith,  fairly  look  in  the 
fiice  tiiose  things  which  haro  alarmed  her.    Then  we  must  remember  that  our 
Christian  people  are  not  mere  babiea  to  be  dominated  by  alarm.    They  hara  jnst  a* 
good  sense  sa  we  hare,  though  they  do  not  wear  whita  neckcloths.     (LsBshtery 
And  if  yon  giro  them  time,  and  do  not  trade  upon  their  alarm,  they  will  appreciate 
the  considerationa  which  influence  those  who  have  enjoyed  more  abundant  oppor. 
tnnitiea  than  they  hare.    For  instance,  I  would  apeak  to  them  with  much  eonfidence 
about  our  Biblical  professors,  in  this  wise.  Do  you  mean  that  those  piofbsaora  are  not 
to  learn  anything  beyond  what  la  known  to  the  rest  of  ual    Are  Ihey  not  bound, 
baring  such  opportunities,  to  make  auch  diaeoTeries,  to  collect  auch  new  infonoatioa, 
aa  may  be  attainable  1    If  they  be  not  labouring  for  thla  end,  are  they  earning  their 
bread  from  the  Church,  which  maintains  them  in  their  oifice,  surely  for  thia  end 
among  othenl     Then,  if  they  makB  a  diacoreiy,  of  course  there  will  be  alarm* 
that  U  incTitable;  but  a  Church  tliat  belieyea  can  calmly  and  leisurelj  consider 
this  alleged  discoreiy,  and  weigh  its  merits  in  the  balance  of  the  aaactnaiy.     And 
if  erer  any  discorery  be  made,  any  new  attainment,  in  any  department  of  theology. 
then,  of  course,  there  will  be  alarm.    But  what  thent    Why,  then,  the  alnimed 
Church,  awakened  to  their  Tigllance,  will  carefully  examine  the  new  attainment, 
tiying  it  by  the  Word  of  God.    But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  yon  resolTO,  we  forbid  all 
new  discoreriea,  then  In  eflfiBCt  you  forbid  all  f^  Inquiiy,  all  real  inquiry.    Ton  aink 
from  the  condition  of  Free  Protestant  Christianity,  alwaya  aeekhig  to  progreaa  ia 
knowledge  of  dlylne  things,  alwaya  open  to  new  light  from  God  In  Hia  Word.-    Tea 
assume  a  position  of  sta^iation,  a  really  Popish  position,  recelring  nothing  but  what 
the  Church  has  said,  aimply  beeauae  the  Chnrch  has  said  It.    (Applause.) 

I  am  thankfhl,  air,  to  be  a  judge  in  thia  ease,  because  I  thus  hare  an  opportnnitjf  ^ 
of  bearing  witness  regarding  the  doetxinal  aapecta  of  this  case^  and  of  pi 
against  the  ligostiee  proposed  to  be  done  to  Profeaaor  Smith.    If  Dr.  Lai41%w' 
motion  be  not  earrled,  I  will  rote  for  Dr.  Belthls;  and  If  Dr.  Belth'a  motion  bo  m 
carrie^t  I  will  Tote  for  Dr.  Begg^i.    (Uughter.)    Aa  to  Sir  Henxy*!  aoUoi^  I  wf ] 
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y^ie  sir^it  it,  ibongh  it  Is  a  real  grief  to  me  thus  to  oppose  so  dUttn^iihed  a  ter- 
T.  'i  t  of  the  Church  on  such  an  occasion.     (Lond  applanse.) 

Mr.  SCOTT,  Aberloor,  was  then  permitted  to  make  his  statement,  which  was 
tb:*  ihe  notion  jost  made  was  not  competent.  It  was  incompetent  liecause  it  was 
rcbt  ajr^BSt  the  groonds  on  which  Professor  Smith  was  suspended  three  years 
L'^  these  grounds  were  preeantlonaiy  and  not  censorial.  It  was  incompetent 
)*'uMt  it  was  eontradietorj  to  the  libel  that  had  been  accepted  and  found  relevant 
\'jA,  thlrdlj,  it  was  incompetent^  because  though  it  did  not  approve  of  Professor 
^iiii^hli  views,  it  distinctly  implied  that  they  were  to  ht  tolerated  in  the  Free 
'  ''i:r:h.  Oa  these  grounds  he  maintained,  in  regard  not  only  to  this  motion,  but 
.^:  is  regard  to  the  fonrui  (Br.  Beith's),  which  not  only  began  with  a  logical  non- 

•  •  r.^,  founded  on  an  sssnmption  and  a  mis-statement  of  facts,  but  ended  in  a 
rcil  rontradiction  of  the  finding  of  relevancy,  and  in  the  same  toleration  of  these 

T  en.  thst  both  these  motions  were  incompetent.     It  was  ruled  that  the  objections, 

•  IT  n;  now  tonied  out  to  be  not  objections  in  limine,  could  not  be  taken  notice  of, 
'  y  mast  be  taken  as  s  contrlbutiott  towards  the  discussion  of  the  motions. 

Dr.  BBOO,  who  was  received  with  applause,  then  rose  to  move  the  motion  of 
ffhi'h  be  hsd  given  notice.  He  said — The  motion  of  which  I  have  given  notice  is 
VT}  sheri    It  is,  "That  this  Assembly  shall  proceed  with  the  probation  of  the 

"lel*  (Applsnse.)  T  wish  to  say  at  the  outset  that  this  question  has  nothing  to 
•'«  vith  psTty  or  with  any  feelings  that  we  may  have  in  connection  with  the  ordinary 
''^i^smiof  llie  Church.  Hen  may  be  expected — and  1  think  rightly  expected — to 
:  '^-^  «f  (Us  question  upon  Its  merits,  and  apart  altogether  from  any  consideration 

c  RfxM  to  th»  bearing  of  these  motions  upon  individual  men.  We  are  here  to 
r«4hiertbe  case  of  Professor  Smith,  and  we  should  all  be  anxious  simply  to  do  the 
r-tli  thng — to  do  fall  jnsticc  to  him,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  justice  to  the 
L-mtpriadples  involved  in  this  question.     (Applause.)    It  is  quite  well  known,  it 

*  coetensry  to  say  that  the  ordinary  conrse  of  procedure  in  a  case  like  this  is  the 

•  ne  vbieh  I  now  wenture  to  suggest — I  do  not  refer  at  all  to  the  origin  of  this 
^i.   The  mere  fact  that  it  was  asked  by  Professor  Smith  or  otherwise  has  nothing 

it  l1  to  do  with  the  present  state  of  the  question.  The  fact  is  that  the  libel  has 
^  fnaed  and  aerrcMl  upon  Professor  Smith.  It  has  been  so  far  found  relevant, 
>al  on  Tuesday  we  resolved  here,  by  alaige  majority,  that  it  was  ripe  for  probation. 
Weil,  the  question  is — What  ought  the  next  step  to  bet  In  my  opinion  it  ought  to 
he  to  go  OB  with  the  probation,  and  I  have  the  greatest  objection  to  the  adoption  of 
^7  other  eoorse  for  reasons  which  I  shall  now  venture  to  submit  to  the  Assembly. 
f  sntt  Bsy,  however,  that  I  agree  very  much  with  much  that  has  been  said  by  those 
*^»  km  preceded  me.  I  believe  that  the  alarm  which  exists  in  the  Church,  instead 
c' dimiiudiing,  has  greatly  lucres sed  and  been  iutensified  by  the  prolongation  of 
'!r«r»e.  (Applause.)  Ko  doubt  Dr.  Laidlaw  said  that  this  had  arisen  from  the 
'il^Bg  op  of  the  question  and  continuing  it  so  long  before  the  public.  Well,  I  think 
'-&t  18  very  likely.  But  who  are  responsible  for  that  ?  I  say,  mainly  Dr.  Laidlaw 
's.^.  the  Bujotity  in  the  Presby teiy  of  Aberdeen.  (Applause.)  The  matter  has  been 
-  n^  ap,  not  by  this  Assembly,  but  it  has  been  hung  up  in  the  inferior  courts.  At 
'■"e  Mae  time,  I  have  no  feeling  at  all  in  unison  with  the  idea  that  we  are  not  to 
'-'TTj  oat  the  discipline  of  the  Church  in  regard  to  opinions  of  which  we  disapprove 
'■ecMae  of  supposed  consequences.  Why,  I  remember  cases  long  ago  In  which  the 
T*ry  lame  argument  was  used.  In  former  cases  it  was  strongly  said  that  the  matter 
•bnld  not  be  dealt  with,  because  by  dealing  with  it  you  only  gave  currency  to  the 
^'Dlsioosyand  the  men  you  dealt  with  would  be  regarded  as  persecuted.  But  discipline 
)'  I  divine  ordinance.  We  are  not  at  liberty  to  wink  at  heresy,  or  anything  that  we 
*^'Bk  to  be  heretical,  because  we  imagine  that  dealing  with  that  matter  may  only 
^aieaify  the  evil.  That  is  the  ground  on  which,  I  suppose,  other  Churches  are 
rroeeediiig — (hioghter) — to  wink  hard  at  the  greatest  possible  manifestations  of 
Lereiy,  On  the  ground,  I  suppose,  that  if  they  take  it  up,  they  would  only  give 
''jrrtaey  to  it.  We  cannot  take  that  view ;  we  have  not  taken  that  view  in  point  of 
^^;  we  most  act  if  there  be  occasion  for  acting,  and  the  responsibility  for  that  does 
AH  rest  with  us,  but  with  others.  Professor  Msegregor  has  just  said  that  he 
^•^rds  the  dnty  of  profetson  to  thhik  and  inquire  into  aU  the  questions  that  may 
»ri«e. 

WeO,  suppotiBg  that  were  sdmitted  in  regard  to  them  as  differing  from  other 
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miniaten,  it  is  not  their  duty  to  bring  before  the  pablic  or  their  BtndoniB  any  doabU 
fol  question  that  may  diatorb  the  peace  of  the  Church,  and,  in  partieolar,  ut 
question  in  regard  to  the  Word  of  Qod,  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  b^ond  the 
range  of  their  defined  daty  in  connection  with  the  Confession  of  Faith,  which  thej 
have  declared  to  be  the  confession  of  their  faith.     They  have  before  them  a  elesr 
definition  within  which  the  range  of  their  teaehlng  shall  be  regulated,  and  I  hold  it 
is  entirely  oat  of  the  question  to  imagine  that  they  are  to  go  into  a  general  inTeiti- 
gation  and  disenssion  of  matters  before  the  pnblio  and  their  class,  which  tend  to 
unsettle  the  minds  of  the  people,  and,  it  may  be,  of  their  atodents,  hui,  at  all  OTcots, 
which  have  brought  this  Church  into  the  yery  position  which  we  now  deplore. 
Bat  the  question  is,  Why  should  we  not  prooeed  idth  the  probation  of  that  libel  I 
Allow  me  to  explain  what  my  motion  really  means  on  that  sulyect.    I  do  not  intend 
at  all  to  send  this  case  back  to  the  Presbyteiy  of  Aberdeen.    (Applause.)    I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  th^  should  noTor  have  another  opportunity — (laughter)-- 
of  manifesting  their  peculiar  feelings  and  peculiar  ingenuity  in  conneetton  with  thii 
case.    I  hold  that  this  ease  should  be  settled  now  by  this  General  Asaembly,  sad 
that  we  should  not  rise  until  we  hare  conclosiTely  settled  it.    (Applause.)     I  al>o 
hold  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  settle  it— that  ia  to  say,  this  matter  of  probatioa 
seems  to  me  a  comparativelyialmple  matter.    The  Yery  motion  that  was  madeai 
Glasgow,  and  was  carried,  seems  to  me  to  bring  the  matter  into  a  ▼wy  narrow  com- 
pass indeed.    The  judgment : — **  The  AssemUy  find  the  libel  relcYant  to  the  effect 
that  the  statements  quoted  in  the  minor  psoposition  sa  that  of  Professor  Smith,  le* 
guding  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  amount  to  what  la  expressed  in  said  pariieolsr, 
and  are  opposed  in  their  legitimate  results  to  the  supposition  of  the  book  beings 
thoroughly  inspired  historical  record  according  to  the  teaching  of  the  Westmineter 
Confes^on."    That  is  what  the  General  Assembly's  finding  was.    Kow  the  qvestioB 
is.  Were  the  extracts  given  from  the  arowed  wridngs  of  Profeisor  Smith,  and  de 
they  carry  the  result  which  is  here  indieated  %    The  only  additional  thing  has  been 
what  is  called  the  answer  to  the  amended  libel ;  but^  as  Sir  Henry  lC«toreiff  has 
clearly  shown,  that  has  not  materially  altered  the  qoestion — ^it  simply  narrows  ii 
somewhat.    But  Dr.  Moody. Staart  has  proved  conclosirely  that  it  not  only  doeanot 
change  the  aspect  of  the  question,  bnt  intensifies  the  eril  which  was  refemd  to  is 
this  judgment  on  relcTanoy.    Therefore  I  do  not  see  that  the  Asaembly  mln^ht  not 
▼cry  easily— of  course,  after  hearing  Professor  Smith — ^fhlly  dispose  of  this  matter 
of  probation  without  a^y  yery  great  encroachment  upon  our  time ;  but,  whatever 
time  it  may  take,  it  seems  to  me  that  not  to  go  on  with  probation  and  to  punish  Pro- 
fessor SmiUn  as  if  probation  had  taken  place,  is  contra^  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
procedure  of  this  Church,    I  entirely  agree  with  some  one  who  said^  think  Dr. 
Laidlaw — ^that  the  esse  would  have  been  entirely  different  if  you  nerer  had  aerved  a 
libel  at  alL    I,  for  one,  do  not  belicTO  that  our  professors  haye  any  prascriptiTe  right 
to  teach  the  students  of  the  Free  Church.    I  wquld  secure  their  position  ao  far,  jnat  j 
as  a  minister's  position  is  secured ;  bnt  I  do  not  belieye  that  they  are  entitled  to  j 
hold  their  position  in  the  way  of  teaching  students  without  the  fhU  sanction  and  i 
confidence  of  the  Church.    Whateyer  anangements  you  may  choose  to  make  iu! 
regard  to  matters  bearing  upon  the  temporal  interests  of  professors,  I  do  not  think! 
that  you  can  for  a  moment  imagine  that  they  are  entitled  to  continue  to  ioneh  after' 
the  Church  has  lost  confidence  in  the  kind  of  teaching  which  th^  bring  to  bearj 
upon  the  students.    Bat  then,  though  that  might  haye  been  a  yery  good  portion  to 
take  at  the  commencement  of  this  transaotion,  and  although  I  differed  entireljlionil 
the  College  Committee  in  thinkiog  there  was  no  heresy  implied  in  wmm  oi  these  | 
teachings,  for  I  hold  that  anything  that  touches  the  Word  of  God  is  the  ooDaoaBsntion; 
of  heresy — the  worst  of  all  heresiea — ^the  esse  is  different  now.    Ton  might,  in  mj; 
opinion,  have  proceeded  without  libel  at  first.    But  you  did.  not  adopt  that  oouEsci 
Tou  adopted  the  course  of  producing  a  libel,  and  of  proceeding  to  establish  the  rele-i 
yancy  of  that  libeL    I  do  not  agree  with  the  statement  ^at  is  made^  to  the  ofifoet  thati 
the  Church  has  departed  from  eyery  thing  in  that  libel  except  one  matter  that  was  dis^ 
posed  of  at  the  Glasgow  Assembly.    I  do  not  know  on  what  ground  that  assertion 
rests,  but  I  know  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  buit  Assembly  of  1879  a  yery  differuit 
statement  was  made  to  this  effect : — **  The  Assembly,  eonsidering  the  eironmatance^ 
in  which  they  find  themselTcs  placed,  and  the  great  importance  that  any  deeiaioq 
to  which  they  come  should  be  thorooghly  diseussed  and  well  weighed,  and  findinij 
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tbi  the  Mend  krm  ef  eluurge  eaonoi  b*  aatiBfActorily  dealt  with  in  the  present 
iHernUj,  ind  eoBiidering  that  the  charge  under  the  first  alternatiye  is  a  much 
Don  terioos  diafge,  reaohre  to  depart  firom  the  second  form  of  charge;  but,  in 
dmg  to,  the  Assembly  declare  that  they  are  by  no  means  to  be  anderstood  as 
oadmtiBg  the  grnre  importance  of  the  second  form  of  charge  as  set  forth  in  the 
Bsjor  premiss.'*  The  General  Assembly  never  declared  that  these  matters  were 
DBUiportaBt.  They  simply,  for  the  sake  of  time,  and  of  expediting  the  question, 
nm^nd  to  confine  themselTCs  to  the  chaige  which  had  already  been  found  relerant, 
aad  thsy  sent  down  that  charge  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  with  the  view  of  the 
Itti«l  bdng  serred  upon  Professor  Smith.  But  what  is  the  present  state  of  this 
qodiiea  iii  as  far  as  the  first  proposal  that  has  been  made  is  concerned  1  It  is  that 
T«  bsld  tkat  nothing  should  be  done  in  regard  to  probation,  and  yet  at  the  aame 
time  jou  lesolTe  to  xemove  Professor  Robertson  0mith  from  his  chair, 

Nov,  1  take  it  upon  me  to  say.  that  that  ia  an  unprecedented  eonrse  of  pro- 

c«dan.  =  (AppUose.)     I  feel  TCiy  strongly  with  those  that  have  speeified  at  length 

iha  groQads  oi  charge,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  that  proposal  is  made,  but 

I  <sajisi  see  that  that  prc^osat  does  not  inroWe  rery  serious  consequences,  not 

Bcreij  to  professors^  but  to  every  minister  in  the  Church.     (Hear,  hear,  and 

If pUoM.)    I  do  act  know  what  might  have  taken  place  in  the  past  hiatorj  of  the 

CMi,  aad  what  may  take  place  in,  the  fatnre  history  of  the  Church,  if  ministers 

&T«  to  be  removed  on  the  gronad  that  they  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Church. 

lAfplMssw)    What  doea  it  mean  I    We  all  know  that  Dr.  Macdonald,  the  Apostle 

«Ctb  Hofti^  loet  the  confidence  of  the  then  Church,  but  it  never  occurred  to  them 

t^t  thqr  eonld  tarii  him  adrift  merely  on  that  account ;  and,  in  the  ease  of  Dr. 

Sfideriek  Maeleod^  who  had  Lord  Cockbum  to  plead  for  him  at  the  bar  of  the  old 

AsMBi%,  it  was  otatod  that  the  Presbytery  of  Skye  kept  him  as  a  kind  of  bagged 

^«r  tkat  they  might  iiave  a  ran  with  him  on  any  occasion  they  choosed.     (Laqghter.) 

h  a  md  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  former  times,  that  a  crusty  old  Judge,  who  had 

fotpttUy  into  faia  dotage,  aaid—''  Wha*s  that  at  the  bar !  '^  "  Ob,"  said  one,  "  that's 

ik  ddeadec"    The  judge  said  "  He's  an  ill-faured  chield ;  give  it  against  him  and 

n«  hoo  be  looka.**    (Great  laoghter.)    There  might  be  men  in  this  present  Assembly 

vh*  bad  lost  in  acme  respects  the  confidence  of  the  Ohoreh,  and  who  might  on  that 

gniad  be  remored  from  their  position — ^in  short,  without  dwelling  upon  that  point, 

u  Mens  to  me    a  dangerous  course,  a  very  dangerous  ground   of  judgment 

Upplasse.)    And  »  dangerous  ground,  not  only  for  the  reasona  already  stated,  but 

^  tbis  amongst  other  reasons,  that  it  leaves  the  question  entirely  undecided,  ez- 

ttpt  ia  so  fer  aa  relevancy  is  conoemed.    It  ia  not  brought  ho^Ie  to  Professor  Smith 

IB  tbe  w^  of  proof,  and  fails  of  a  just  conclusion.    I  admit  that  the  relevancy  of 

tiiU  Uhel  haa  been,  found  so  far,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an 

iaoompkte  thing  to  dedaro  that  the  libel  has  been  found  relevant^  and,  without 

pneeediag  to  probation,  to  punish  a  man  as  if  probation  had  taken  place. 

Bit  1  have  another  very  strong  ol^ection  to  it^  namely,  that  it  leaves  the  ques- 
tioa  itself^  after  all  our  three  years'  diBcossions---it  leaves  that  question  entirely 
ond^eidsd  aa  ihr  aa  the  ministry  of  the  Church  are  concerned ;  because,  if  Professor 
Salih  is  aUowed  to  aceept  a  caU,  it  may  be  immediately  after  this  process,  he  may 
Iwome  one  of  the  ministers  of  our  Church ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  in  that  case 
vboeoald  challenge  hia  right  to  go  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  preach  that  doctrine  1 
Whj  suy  he  not  teach  it  from  tbe  chair,  if  he  may  preach  it  from  the  pulpit  f  If 
tbeee  doetrinea  are  to  have  free  course  in  our  pulpits,  why  should  they  not  be  taught 
to  thi  students  1  It  seems  to  me  that  you  leave  the  matter  in  the  most  unsatisfac- 
to>7  state  eveiy  way.  Kow  I  know  that  some  may  agree  to  this  idea  of  mine  about 
ptobstioB,  and  they  may  difier  with  me  entirely  as  to  the  issue.  (Hear,  hear.)  I 
^ut  lay  tiial^  I  have  alwaya  acted  upon  the  principle  cf  seeking  to  do  juatice,  to 
Diiataitt  the  oonatitotion  of  our  Churoh,  and  those  principles  of  liberty  which,  il 
JM  mbvert  Preabyterianism,  may  be  cod  verted  into  a  great  instrument  of  tyranny. 
(Uod  applause.)  I  have  alwaya  felt  that  ministers  and  professors  occupy  the  same, 
^^Mogb,  1  think,  both  oecupy  a  somewhat  delicate  position,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  I 
voaid  eely  deal  with  apy  man  as  I  would  deaire  to  be  dealt  with  myself.  That  ia 
tbe  principle  and  the  rule  both  of  Christian  love  and  Christian  discipline.  Kow,  I 
tottlly  objieet  on  this  ground  to  the  other  proposals  which  are  made,  to  the  effect 
^  PiofesBor  Smith  should  be  reponed  in  hia  chair,  and  that  the  libel  ahonld  be 
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•imply  dropped,  and  that  he  tliootd  be  nrgently  ftdmonlslied  to  be  eztremftly  taitlbl 
In  hia  public  utterances.     I  totally  differ  from  that  r'ltw.     We  hare  got  inte  a  kind 
of  new-fashioned  diseipline,  as  well  as  a  new-fashioned  way  of  dealing  with  libdi. 
Discipline  consists,  in  the  first  place,  in  dealing  with  men  as  to  their  faalts,  vitk  a 
view  to  repentanee.    There  must,  even  according  to  the  discipline  of  Rome,  be  eoo- 
fession,  and  there  must  be  contrition  before  there  is  admonition  or  absolotloo. 
These  things  go  in  order,  but  to  admonish  a  man  who  has  confessed  nothing— 
(laughter) — and  who,  for  aught  that  yon  know,  is  thoroughly  prepared  to  do  OTer 
again  the  things  you  object  to — (hear,  hear,  and  cries  of  *'  Ko  ") — seems  to  me 
entirely  inconsistent  with  any  notion  of  Christian  discipline.    Therefore,  I  say  ve 
mast  make  it  out  that  Professor  Smith  has  done  a  wrong  thing.    We  ba?e  H 
declared  in  the  libel.    Tliere  are  grounds  for  the  relevancy  of  the  ohaiges  thst  are 
made,  and  we  must  either  prove  that  these  things  hare  been  done  by  him,  or  ui^ 
and  written  by  him,  or  I  think  we  hare  no  case  at  all,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  except 
one  of  strong  suspicion.    1  have  spoken  as  strongly  on  the  matter  inrolved  probsblr 
as  most  other  men  have  done,  but,  notwithstanding  that,  I  would  be  ashamed  of 
myself  if  I  was  not  prepared  to  maintain  to  the  uttermost  the  right  of  every  man  to 
be  beard  to  an  end  in  his  own  defence — (applause) -^and  to  be  pnnished  only  if 
proof  could  be  adduced  in  connection  with  his  ease.     It  is  on  these  grounds  that  I 
have  made  the  motion  which  I  now  venture  to  submit  to  the  Assembly,  and  I  do  it, 
I  will  add  in  conclusion,  on  the  further  ground  that  I  know  the  Christian  world  is 
looking  on  with  deep  interest,  and  that,  instead  of  reckoning  this  a  small  matter, 
they  reckon  it  a  most  vital  matter.     I  can  imagine  nothing  stronger  tlua  what  bas 
been  said  by  an  American  minister  on  the  subject,  whose  statement  Is  endorsed  bj 
Dr.  SebafT.  of  New  York,  who  understands  this  subject  as  well  as  most  people.    He 
Mja — M  Yf^  i^pQ  g)],ji  up  iQ  ^yg  alternative,  either  we  must  abide  by  the  testlmoof 
«f  Christ  and  regard  Moses  as  the  author  of  Deuteronomy,  or  we  most  aooepi  Uie 
terms  and  conclusions  of  the  negative  critics,  and  thus  part  with  oar  Bibles  asd 
Christ"    ("Oh,  oh.'')    That  is  a  very  strong  sUtement  indeed.    Whether  it  is  a 
statement  that  oan  be  thoroughly  borne  out  or  not  is  a  matter,  of  course,  of  opinien. 
But  whatever  it  Is,  yon  have  libelled  this  man;  yon  have  found  the  libel  relevant, 
and  I  say  we  have  met  this  day  in  circumstances  whieh  require  us  to  go  on  witb 
the  probation,  and  to  the  probation  we  ought  to  go  on,  in  my  opinion.     (Applanae.i 
Mr.  JOSEPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen  (elder),  seconded.    He  refused,  lie  said,  to  be 
dragged  along  a  line  of  conduct  which  implied,  and  almost  expressly  declared,  tbat 
they  were  to  annul  their  own  forms  of  procedure,  and  condemn  a  man,  not  onl.T 
without  a  trial,  but  in  spite  of  a  trial.     (Hear,  hear.)     By  the  very  last  judgment 
to  which  the  Assembly  came,  that  of  Tuesday,  they  found  £anlt  with  the  Presbyteit 
of  Aberdeen,  virtually  censured  them,  for  not  going  on  to  probation,  the  very  act 
which  they  were  now  resolving  should  not  be  performed.    They  were  actually  r^ 
versing  the  judgment  of  Tuesday,  and  he  claimed  a  reply  to  this,  that  in  pdnt  if 
fact,  but  for  the  irregularity — but  for  the  contumacy,  if  they  liked—of  the  Preabj 
tery  of  Aberdeen,  they  could  not  have  performed  what  they  now  said  was  their  doty 
— namely,  to  stop  procedure,  and  condemn  a  man  without  probaUon.    They  vere 
putting  the  foors  cap  upon  their  own  procedure  if  they  passed  a  resolution  wbieh 
the  irregularity  of  the  Presbytery  had  enabled  them  to  pass.    He  went  on  to  main- 
tain that  the  question  at  issue  in  the  libel,  as  it  had  been  retrenehed,  was  not  a 
''narrow  fragment,"  as  Dr.  Laidlaw  called  it.    He  maintained  that  the  libel  re- 
mained in  its  integrity,  and  retained  the  main,  material,  and  vital  charge  of  eouira- 
dicting  the  Confessional  doctrine ;  and  how,  he  asked,  could  they  eall  that  a  narrow 
fragment?    He  believed  they  were  dealing  on  the  threshold  of  a  great  question,  not 
a  fragmentary  one,  and  he  said  that  the  whole  principle  of  the  doctrine  of  tbe 
infallibility  of  Scripture  was  involved  in  this  libel  ss  it  now  remidned.    If  it  were 
to  be  in  the  power  of  the  professors  to  go  within  the  four  comers  of  the  Bible,  end 
point  out  what  belonged  to  faith  and  life,  and  say  that  there  was  a  spedea  of  luMU- 
bility  in  the  one  ease  which  did  not  exist  in  the  other,  then  he^  at  least,  would  feel 
he  had  no  Bible  at  alL    He  made  no  profession  to  scholarship---(1augfater) — he  was 
simply  speaking  of  hia  own  difficulty;  and  let  him  remind  the  brethren  that  tbe 
buainess  of  the  Free  Chureh  was  not  seholsrship,  it  was  salvation.      Rightly  «r 
wrongly,  he  had  all  along  been  of  opinion  that  in  thhi  case  a  qnestioiL  had  been 
raised  which  woald  demolish  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  wwe  and  for 
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all  if  it  vers  lo  be  aeeepted  by  the  Ohareh.  Dr.  Adam's  poaition  seemed  to  him  is 
if  be  vaie  ashsmeri  to  go  bode  Mid  afraid  to  go  forward.  (Laoghter.)  It  was  no 
vta/kr  that  the  Cbnrah  was  in  trouble,  when  such  was  the  position  taken  up  hj 
goBt  of  bar  ministers.    (Laughter.) 

it  this  stage  Mr.  Wood  was  reminded  that  he  had  exceeded  the  allotted  time. 

Mr.  WOOD  said  there  had  been  no  question  as  to  the  length  of  speeehes,  but 
iht  fiMi  WIS  thej  were  afraid  to  hear  the  esse.    (Hisses.) 

TU  Isrl  of  KIKTOEE  thought  members  should  SToid  all  personalities. 
;ApplaaBC:) 

Ux.  COWAN,  Troon»  said  erery  speaker  had  adhered  to  the  standing  orders 
except  Mr.  Wood,  who  had  exceeded  his  time.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  WOOD  asked  for  five  minutes.     (Cries  of  '*  Time.") 

Dr.  BAINT  moved  that  Mr.  Wood  get  fire  minutes  more.    ("  Agreed.") 

Tha  M0D£BATOR  thought  it  right  to  say  that  it  was  out  of  order  for  any 
ipeakar  t»  ssy  of  any  member  of  the  House  that  he  was  afraid  to  hear  the  case. 
lApplaaaa) 

Mr.  WOOD  said  he  should  Isy  to  heart  what  had  been  so  well  said  by  the  noble 
Kui  At  the  same  time,  with  regard  to  peisonalities,  the  fact  was  the  whole  qnes- 
i:oa  vaaa  peraonal  question.  ("Oh,"  and  cries  of  "  Go  on.")  Well,  he  had  only 
/•itkr  to  ssy  that  he  hoped  the  argument  of  Dr.  Begg  would  nob  be  lost  sight  of. 
NsBis  in  the  Church,  minister  or  elder,  wss  safe  if  he  was  to  be  liable  to  be  dis- 
nintd  «pon  a  mere  concensus  of  opinion  that  wss  said  to  exist  They  should  not 
nMAtaaompromise  in  a  case  like  this,  which,  he  held,  raised  a  question  far  more 
Kuenihaa  the  Diamption  question.     (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.) 

Dt  BKITH  rose  amid  applause,  and  asked  the  leave  of  the  House  for  his  son 
■)(r.  Gilbert  Beith)  to  resd  the  statement  which  he  had  prepared  in  support  of  his 
UMMQ.    This  was  granted. 

Mr.  GILBERT  BEITH  aecordingly  rose  and  mored :— '<The  Oeneral  Assembly, 
««iidefiBg  that  the  eourse  of  the  case  has  confirmed  the  report  of  the  College 
Omisittoe,  that  they  had  not  found  any  ground  sufficient  to  justify  a  procesa  for 
ttOMj  againat  Professor  Bobertson  Smith,  inasmuch  as  seven  of  the  eight  counts  in 
(fee  origittsl  libel  hAve  been  fonnd  irrelevsnt,  while  with  regard  to  the  remaining 
^MBt,  the  explanations  offered  by  Professor  Smith  at  Tarions  stages,  and  in  parti- 
«aJar  his  snswer  to  the  amended  libel,  aflford  satisfactory  evidence  that,  in  this 
Mpeet  af  the  ease  also,  there  is  no  sufficient  ground  to  support  a  process  for  heresy, 
h  rtaoWe  to  withdraw  the  libel  against  him.  Further,  the  Assembly,  finding  that 
^rofeaaor  Smith  ia  blameworthy  for  the  unguai-ded  and  incomplete  statements  of 
t'iA  ariielea,  which  have  occasioned  much  anxiety  in  the  Church,  and  given  offence 
u  maoj  brethren  aealous  for  the  honour  of  the  Word  of  God,  instruct  the  Moderator 
(4  aimoniah  Professor  Smith  with  due  solenmity  as  to  the  past,  in  the  confident 
cxpeetatian  that  the  defects  referred  to  will  be  guarded  against  and  avoided  in  time 
to  eoiae»  And,  finally,  the  Aasembly  declares  that,  in  decliuiog  to  decide  on  these 
sriucat  views  by  way  of  discipline,  the  Church  expresaes  no  opinion  in  favoar  of 
laeir  troth  or  probebility,  but  leaves  the  ultimate  decision  to  future  inquiry  in  the 
^rit  ef  patience^  homility,  and  brotherly  charity,  admonishing  professors  to 
ntaember  that  they  are  not  aet  for  the  propagating  of  their  own  opinions,  but  for 
tU  asiateBaiiee  of  the  doctrine  and  truUi  committed  to  the  Church."  He  aaid : — 
'l^t.  fieith  would  respectfully  remind  fathers  and  brethren  that  no  question  of 
(ioetrioe  is  before  them.  As  to  doctrine— the  whole  circle  of  eonfeasional  Scriptural 
^^Ktriae— Professor  Smith  is  as  clear,  unchallengeable,  and  aealous  as  sny  of  the 
>hi«  sad  trustworthy  ministers  of  our  beloved  Zion.  (Applause.)  The  question  is 
«ee  of  oitidsm— of  delicate  and  difficult,  though  not  of  vital  criticism — into  the 
Bariis  of  which  Dr.  BeiUi  does  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  enter,  as  he  believes  only 
very  bw  of  the  old  ministers  are.  (Laoghter  and  applause.)  And  being  of  this 
cisneeeivdnty  to  the  glorious  Hoad  of  the  Church  requires  that  heed  be  taken  that 
M  Bsdas  intafeience  be  interposed  to  efforts  made  to  elucidate  tmth  in  any  depart* 
Beat  al  ii— trath  to  be  aseertained  by  careful  examination  and  earnest  prayer  for 
iHfiae  gaidsme.  (Applansa)  When  difficulties  are  acknowledged  to  exiat  this  is 
oyadally  reqwired.  Authoritative  decisions,  which  are  dictated  by  motives  of 
cxpadieBey,lieiwever  good  the  objeet  msy  be,  can  ultimately  avail  nothing ;  they  are 
^^fJh  motwnrar,  perilouB  in  riew  of  tim  future,  both  as  to  the  Chureh*a  peace  and 
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the  honoar  and  glory  of  onr  great  Head  and  Master.  Bxperienoe  haa  tangU  Br. 
Beith  that  if  we  would  do  right  in  such  easea  forbearance  aa  well  aa  eaaUon  are 
required.  Time  and  farther  discnssion  may  speedily  east  light  on  what  is  at  praenl 
shrouded  in  uncomfortable  darkness.  (Hear,  hear.)  Dr.  Beith  waa  a  member  oC 
the  Assembly  which,  half  a  century  ajgo^  deposed  John  M'Leod  Campbell  in  e(uu)e^ 
tion  with  what  waa.  called  the  Row  heresy.  He  did  not  rote  for  thataefcofoar 
Church.  It  has  been,  duriqg  hia  whole  life,  a  comfort  to  his  mind  that  he  did  not. 
In  the  caae  of  Professor  Smith,  any  extreme  sentence  will  ere  long  appear  indefen- 
sible, and  therefore,  be  not  for  the  truth  but  against  the  truth.  Dr.  Beith  belierei 
that  the  aentence  embodied  In  his  motion  will  satisly  justice,  and  meet  aU  the 
requirements  of  the  case."    (Applanse^) 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL^  Edinburgh  (elder)---I  need  not  say,  Koderator,  th&t  it 
is  not  of  my  own  choice  that  I  occupy  this  position.    The  friends  whose  Tiews  I  am 
supposed  to  repreeenfc,  expressed  «  wish  that  I  should  do  so,  and  I  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  deoline*    But  the  idea  of  antagonism  to  dear  respocted  friends  like  Sir 
Henry  Moncreiff  and  Dr.  Rainy  is  very  painful ;  and  nothing  could  recoSdle  me  to 
it,  but  a  clear  and  decided  ccnrietion  of  duty.    The  duty  is  a  very  responsible  one, 
because  great  iasues  may  depend  in  some  measure  upon  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
performed.     Let  me  ask  the  indulgence  and  kind  forbearance  of  both  parties,  while 
I  endeayour  to  expound   and  enforce   the  motion   which  I   intend   to  seeond. 
It  most  be  apparent  to  every  one  that  this  motion  contemplates,  aa  its  prm- 
eipal  object,  to  withdraw  the  libel  now  found   relevant  against  Professor  Smith. 
There  are  three  very  reasonable  grounds  adduced,  accordiog  to  my  mind,  in  support 
of  that  result.     (1.)  The  first  is  that  the  history  of  the  case  during  the  last  three 
years  seems  to  show  that  a  body  of  men,  so  exceptionally  qualified  for  fonning  a 
sound  opinion  as  the  College  Committee,  were  correct  in  their  original  judgmeat, 
when  they  could  discover  no  sufficient  reason  to  justify  a  process  for  heresy  agsiost 
Professor  Smith.    That  judgment  of  theirs,  in  antioipation,  has  been  Temarksbiy 
confirmed  by  the  result ;  for  (2)  the  original  libel  consisted  of  eight  counts,  and  of 
these  seven  have  been  given  up ;  the  count  which  stood  second  in  the  original  «u 
considered  relevant  by  the  Qlasgow  Assembly  of  1878 ;  but  we  all  know — wiiboot 
now  impugning  its  relevancy — that  it  passed,  to  say  the  leaat,  under  exceptional 
circumstances;  and  (3)  now  that  the  libel  haa  been  adjusted,  this  eonnt  alone 
remains  relevant     It  is  separated  from  its  connection  with  all  the  other  counts 
which  have  been  given  op,  and  is  the  only  ground  on  which  the  libel  can  be  proved 
againat  Mr.  Smith.    Tliat  gentleman  believing  that  it  can  be  answered  more  effee- 
tually  as  it  now  stands,  has  printed  and  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Preabyteiy  of  Aber- 
deen, and  through  it,  on  our  own  table,  what  he  calls  an  anawer  to  the  amended 
libel.     In  that  document,  the  remaining  count  (the  Deuteronomy  one)  is,  in  oor 
opinion,  fully,  elaborately,  and,  let  me  add,  triomphairtly  answered ;  bat»  ModentoTi 
the  Assembly  has  had  no  opportunity  allowed  for  considering  it,  or  even  of  heaiisf 
Professor  Smith  on  the  subjeet.    (Hear,  hear.)    Now,  Moderator,  theae  various  con* 
siderations  lead  ua  to  believe  that  a  strong  caae  may  be  made  out  for  dropping  the 
libel  entirely,  and  reponing  Mr.  Smith  in  bis  position  at  Aberdeen^  aolject  to  the 
conditions  stated  in  the  motion  which  I  have  now  the  privilege  of  secondia^. 
(Applause.) 

Having  mentioned  by  way  of  preface  theae  reaaons  for  taking  a  oalm  and  generous 
tiew  of  Professor  Smith's  caae  in  ita  present  position  aa  awaiting  a  final  decision,  I 
shall  now,  and  very  briefly,  say  aomething  on  the  real  merita  of  the  caae,  fitted,  1 
trust,  to  reconcile  some  members  of  the  House  to  a  toleration  of  the  critical  theories 
which  have  been  promulgated.  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  in  favour  of  the  results  of 
these  critical  investigations,  but  I  desire  to  show  that  they  may  be  tolerated  In  th» 
Church,  so  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  C9EirisUna  doctrines 
laid  down  in  our  Confessional  Standards.    (Applause.) 

First,  we  have  the  professpr's  oft-repeated  deelaration-^-and  no  one  doubta  that 
be  ia  a  transparently  honest  man— *(ioud  applatt8e)*'Uiat  he  eonaidera  the  whole 
Book  of  Deuteronomy-^both  the  law  portion  and  the  historical— to  be,  in  the 
strictest  sense,  the  inspired  Word  of  Qod.  Let  this  !be  thor^A(^hly  botlae  In  mind 
through  all  our  contention.  But  a  panic  has  taken  possession  9f  ~the  public 
mind — although  now  rapidly  Bul>8iding,  I  think — and  Pkofeasor  8milbL>.  baa  been 
identified  with  all  that  is  bad,  reckless,  and  dangerous*     Bat  fe  moat  zemember 
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tW  Hr.  SnuUi'f  pMitioa  u  a  Profesaor  of  Hebrew  a&d  Old  Testament  fixegeeis 

broofhl  hiffl  Um  to  face  with  diffieultiea  in  the  ttraetore  of  Benteronomj  whidi 

bare  been  long  known  to  tcholan,  alUiongh  almoet  quite  new  to  ns  ordinaiy  members 

of  the  dmrdi.    He  diralged  them,  I  wiU  at  once  confess,  and  he  confesses  the  same 

bl]tt8el4  in  too  sudden  and  starlling  a  manner — like  a  night  attack  upon  a  camp,  as 

aa  «Ue  writer  has  felicitoasly  remarked.    Ko  wonder  there  was  sudden  alarm.    But 

rally,  Xodeiator,  these  diffieolties  have  no  unsettling  tendency  in  themselTes,  when 

iMked  it  in  the  light  of  day  by  those  who  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  Word  of  Qod 

-(ipplaose)— althoogh  it  is  quite  true  that  infidels  and  people  of  sceptical  minds 

hjt  asde  an  unfriendly  and  mischicTOus  use  of  them  to  promote  their  own  eyil 

a<k    That  such  difficulties  really  exist  cannot  be  denied.    Yon  may  ignore  them» 

bat  tbst  will  not  remore  them.    Surely  it  is  a  cause  of  thankfulness  to  the  great 

Head  of  the  Church  if  He  provides  us  with  men,  within  our  own  borders,  sound  in 

oar  common  faith,  able,  learned,  and  evangeUcal,  who  can  intelligently  meet  the 

iaidel  oil  his  own  ground,  and  reassure  the  hearts  of  those  eaniest  Christians  who 

^  abnned  by  hearing  of  such  discussions.    A  similar  alarm  has  occurred  again 

s&d  agsm  In  history.    Let  us  recall  two  notable  occasions  in  the  history  of  human 

pniSieaf,  which  are  more  analogous  than  may  at  first  appear  to  the  present  crisis  In 

cBi  Chorcb.    First,  the  adrances  of  astronomical  science  ereated  a  very  great  com- 

ifrjUos  and  panic,  but  in  an  age  darker  and  less  civilised  than  our  own.    When  the 

Cc>{«nieia  ^stem  of  the  universe — which  everybody  now  believes  in — wss  making 

ny  is  the  minds  of  men,  when  philosophers  taught  what  they  bad  come  to  believe 

fA  tbfi  atrongest  evidence — viz.,  that  our  earth,  with  its  attendant  moon,  revolved 

^«^  the  sun,  the  doctrine  was  seen  instinctively  to  contradict  the  just  impressions 

'i2ttj«d  in  the  books  of  Qenesis  and  Joshua ;  and  we  all  know  what  extreme 

''Hmm  were  then  taken  with  Galileo,  one  of  the  chief  asserters  of  the  new  astro* 

K«T.   Then,  again,  in  our  own  time,  the  rising  science  of  geology  began  to  create 

grsat  Bseaainess  by  coming  into  manifest  collision  with  the  account  given  by  Moses 

cf  the  alz  days  of  creation.    The  discovery  of  organic  remains,  fishes,  reptiles,  and 

otber  aaimal  and  vegetable  fossiU — imbedded  in  the  solid  rock,  pointed  signifi- 

uatlj  to  the  necessity  of  a  reconsideration  of  our  adopted  notions  regarding  the 

sttiuDg  of  the  word  days  and  the  periods  of  creation.    A  panic  was  awakened, 

v^  seeded  all  the  combined  talent,  knowledge,  and  Christian  character  of  such 

oea  IS  Thomas  Chalmers,  John  Fleming,  and  Hugh  Miller,  to  quiet  down  and 

roncUe  to  the  inevitable.     But,  Moderator,  a  new  science  has  arisen,  as  some 

:iDagine,  more  troublesome  and  dangerous  atill — I  mean  the  science  of  modern 

KLIiesl  criticism.     (Hear,  hear.)    Men  of  incisive  Intellect,  with  adequate  lingnistie 

w({mrements  and  erudition,  discover  anomalies — ^shall  we  call  them  organisms  1 — 

u:icat2Bg  successive  dates  in  the  internal  structure  of  Deuteronomy.    They  wonder 

Low  tk^  hsppen  to  be  there;  they  try  to  explain  their  meaning,  and  the  signifi- 

iiaee  ef  the  lessons  which  they  teach.     The  critics  are  at  variance  in  their  explana- 

*«iasa.     If  Professor  Smith   has  one  view — (applause) — Principal    Douglss    has 

iBolber.    (Applause.)    Professor  Davidson — (applause)— differs  from  both.    Is  it 

beeeisaiy,  is  it  wise,  iia  it  reasonable  to  arrest  and  discourage  them  in  their  researches  t 

yQear,  heai,)    To  say  that  Deuteronomy,  from  its  Internal  structure,  must  have 

l/ten  «lited  by  some  inspired  man,  at  a  later  period  than  the  life  of  Moses,  is  surely 

qsite  allowable,  so  long  ss  we  hold  with  Mr.  Smith  that  the  entire  book,  in  its 

fnaeat  form,  is  the  inspired  Word  of  the  living  Gtod.    (Applause.)    In  coming  to 

lUa  coaelosion,  let  ns  carry  along  with  us  Mr.  Smith's  very  happy  remark,  that 

editorial  notel^  in  those  remote  times,  instead  of  finding  a  place  at  the  foot  of  a 

I^ge  or  m  an  appendix,  as  with  us,  ^were  ordinarily  introduced  into  the  text  itself. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  by  some  that  Professor  Smith's  views  are  not  for  edification — 
tUt  IsqaiiiM  into  the  literary  history  of  Scripture  afford  nothing  of  value  for  the 
f^'i^otts  fi/e.  (Hear,  hei^.)  Surely  this  is  a  very  narrow  and  contracted  view,  not 
calculated  to  rseommend  spiritual  piety,  however  genuine^  to  young  ingenuous  minds, 
*^  high  inteUectnsl  aspirations,  at  this  stage  of  the  world's  history.  There  is  a 
e!o«e  analogy  between  these  sentiments  and  those  which  must  have  agitated  the 
t^l^on  Bund  At  the  two  periods  already  referred  to.  When  Gbdileo  was  cast  into 
ptTMu  Sn  soi^rting  the  Copemiean  system,  people  would  doubtless  say,  and 
reifoBshty  snongh — We  are  getting  on  comfortably  wi^out  these  unsettling  speeu 
^^^ffOM;  what  good  ean  they  do  to  any  of  nsS    Bat  we^  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
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koow  that  iheie  ditcoveiies  in  aatronomy  have  glorified  tho  Creator  by  wideDw;  to 
aa  immense  degree  the  horizon  of  human  thought  and  knowledge ;  and  it  is  difficoU 
for  ug  to  imagine  how  the  present  adTanced  condition  of  our  world  could  hare  come 
about  at  all,  independently  of  them.  I  shall  not  occupy  time  in  iUustrating  thii 
statement  The  mere  ideas  conyeyed  by  the  words  navigation,  geographical  dii- 
coTery,  and  missionary  enterprise,  will  suggest  what  I  mean.  Again,  the  progiew 
of  geology,  which  caused  so  much  alarm  within  the  memory  of  many  hearing  me, 
not  only  glorified  Gtod,  but  greatly  added  to  our  knowledge  and  to  our  maierisl  com- 
forts in  a  thousand  directions.  In  like  manner,  who  can  tell  what  the  Orsee  and 
Providence  of  Qod  may  have  in  store  for  as  in  widening  and  deepening  and  inteiui- 
fjing  our  knowledge  and  our  admiration  for  His  written  Word.  Shall  His  vorki 
be  searched  into  with  the  result  of  bringing  glory  to  His  name?  and  ahall  a  similar 
aim  be  frowned  upon  and  discouraged  in  those  who  briug  science  and  leanisg  U> 
the  reverential  scrutiny  of  Hia  Wordi 

Now,  Moderator,  in  the  light  of  what  has  been  said,  and  remembering  that 
nothing  at  variance  with  our  Confessional- Standards  has  been  proved  against  Mr. 
Smith,  and  that  a  proposal  has  been  already  made  to  the  House  to  depart  from  (be 
libel  altogether  under  a  certain  condition — I  shall  advert  to  that  motion  imme- 
diately— would  it  not  be  a  reasonable,  a  constitutioual,  and  a  Christian  coone  to 
witlidraw  the  libel  and  treat  him — as  eveiy  court,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  has  been 
wont  to  do — treat  him  as  not  goiliy  of  the  errors  laid  to  his  charge.     (Applftoae.^ 
Our  friends.  Dr.  Rainy  and  Sir  Henry  Moncroiff,  ask  us  to  depart  from  the  libel, 
and  then  to  separate  him  from  his  chair.    Such  a  proceeding  appears  to  ob  to  be 
very  extraordinary,  very  unjust,  very  unconstitutional,  very  illogical,  and  quite  at 
variance  with  the  genius  and  character  of  our  holy  religion.    (Applause.)    Is  it  not 
virtually  to  declare  that  a  man,  after  being  freed  from  the  charge  and  eonseqaeot 
penalty  which  the  law  held  over  him,  may  yet  be  punished  by  a  high-handed  vote 
carried  against  him  by  a  majority  of  the  House )    (Hear,  hear.)    1  shall  leave  ibis 
to  be  argued  by  others  more  competent  than  myself ;  but  I  say  emphatically  that  I 
can  hardly  imagine  a  more  dangerous  and  deadly  blow  aimed  at  the  Protestant 
liberty  of  this  Church  and  realm.     (Applause.)     It  is  aimed  unwittingly,  I  know; 
but,  then,  it  is  aimed  by  respected  leaders  whom  we  have  been  accustomed  to  rerere 
and  follow. 

We  propose,  Moderator,  to  drop  the  libel,  which  this  House  may  eompeientlj 
do,  and  to  consider  Mr.  Smith  theA  and  there  restored  to  the  chair  at  Aberdeen, 
from  which  he  has  been  suspended  for  three  tedious  and  harassing  yeara.  Let  thi^ 
be  done  in  a  gracious,  generous,  confiding  manner.  Let  us  trust  him  as  a  man  (H 
honourable  aud  gentlemanly  feeling  and  Christian  principlel  He  has  snfiered 
already  a  very  severe  penalty,  both  in  exclusion  from  his  professional  duties  and 
from  having  to  best  all  the  suspicion,  bard  sayings,  and  almost  moral  ostracism 
inseparable  from  his  position  under  libel,  and  under  the  ban  of  this  Church  he  lovei 
to  well.  I  say  loves  so  well ;  because,  Moderator,  it  has  been  a  wonder  to  nanr 
that  a  young  man.  whose  talents  and  great  acquirements  have  opened  to  him  the 
most  tempting  offers  in  various  fields,  should  have  remained  ao  unflinchingly  lojal 
in  his  adherence  to  his  Church  and  to  the  great  principle  which  has  been  contended 
for  in  his  name.  (Loud  applause.)  Many  would  have  acted  very  differently.  We 
hear,  and  even  this  day  have  heard,  a  great  deal  about  the  danger  of  tending  back 
a  man  like  Mr.  Smith  to  his  professorship  in  Aberdeen.  My  first  answer  to  this  is. 
that  he  will  go  back  aa  an  houonrable  gentleman,  taught  by  adverse  experience,  and 
remembering,  if  yon  please,  that  watchful  eyes  will  be  upon  him.  My  second 
answer  is  contained  in  the  statement  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which 
I  hope  haa  been  generally  distributed  among  the  members  of  this  House.  It  is 
a  remarkable  document,  and  moat  creditable  to  the  intellectual,  the  moral,  and  ths 
Christian  character  of  those  who  drew  it  up  and  aigned  it.  Surely  this  House  will 
give  due  credit  to  these  ingenuous  young*  ministers  and  probationers  who  hare  to 
courageously  come  forward,  careless  of  their  own  interest,  in  support  of  their  mocb- 
loved  professor  in  the  hour  of  his  sorest  need.  It  appears  to  me.  Moderator,  that  all 
anxiety  regarding  Professor  Smith's  academic  teaching  in  the  future  may  be  safelr 
abandoned.  (Applause.)  I  have  a  single  remark  to  offer  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion in  favour  of  Dr.  Rainy's  proposal,  wUch  soma  may  see  in  the  idea  of  Mr.  Smith 
after  being  denodad  of  his  piofSusondiip,  being  permitted  to  accept  a  call  to  one  e^ 


THURSDAY,  MAY  27,  1880.  201 

ocr  eoogregfttioas,  amiy  of  eoune,  to  preach  in  all  onr  palpiia.  We,  who  believe  ia 
liixn,Mgh(  not  and  do  not  object  to  this  Idea ;  but  what  will  the  Christiaa  public  be 
diipoMd  to  ttjt  (Applause.)  They  will  say  that  the  Free  Church  ie  doing  a  rerj 
aaoBilote  thing---(hear,  hear) — ^in  being  bo  careful  of  her  studonte,  as  even  to 
dispeiie  with  the  ■errices  of  a  profesBor  so  splendidly  endowed  with  teaching  gifts, 
tad  yet  allowing  him  to  endanger  and  unsettle  the  principles  of  her  faithful  people. 
Rat  let  that  pav. 

Let  me  now  advert  to  the  aecotid  and  third  paragraphs  of  the  motion.  The  best 
fri«nds  of  Professor  Smith  acknowledge  that  his  writings,  to  which  so  m«ch  excep- 
too  hst  been  taken,  were  defective  and  unguarded  in  some  respects,  indicating  a 
viat  of  due  eonaideration  for  the  feelings  of  the  Church  at  large,  and  even  a  modo 
ff  hsadliBg  seriptnial  qnesUons  sometimes  almost  bordering  on  irreverence.  Some 
ipolflfy  for  theae  defects  might  be  found,  perhaps,  in  the  limited  space  allowed  him 
ia  Uie'^Eoeyelopcdia,"  and  the  strictly  scientific  character  of  the  publication  ;  but 
«u!I,  aeither  his  friends  nor  the  Professor  himself  wish  to  have  him  reinstated  in  his 
fmiin  as  a  professor  without  a  solemn  admonition  being  addressed  to  him  from 
iIk  ekaJr  of  this  Assembly.  (Applause.)  The  concluding  paragraph  will,  we  hope, 
o^ta^  tlie  approval  of  many  whose  minds  have  been  for  some  time  agitated  by 
uxiety  hi  r«^rd  to  the  tendencies  of  the  present  time.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind, 
Mfdefator,  that  no  office-bearer,  no  member  of  our  Church,  is  committed  to  an 
tpffml  of  the  critical  views  and  theories  ventilated  in  the  article  "  Bible."  Most 
•>  11,  aiyself  speelally,  are  incompetent  to  form  any  determmate  opinion  regarding 
^^  All  that  we  desire  is,  that  such  inquiries  and  speculations  shall  be  tolerated 
ia  (W  Church  so  long  as  they  are  kept  in  a  subordinate  place,  the  great  strength  of 
«tr  bifit  and  pulpits  being  devoted  to  the  maintenance  and  promulgation  of  the 
^oecrise  and  tmth  committed  to  our  care.  (Hear,  hear.)  Now,  Moderator,  in 
<WfhriMi,  I  pray  and  trust  that  this  Assembly  may  be  kept  from  doing  anything 
^■cBoiateDt  with  jostiee,  with  constitutional  usage,  with  the  merciful  character  of 
wboly  rsligion.  To  drop  a  libel  and  yet  to  visit  the  subject  of  it  with  a  severe 
?«BAh7  voald  surely  contravene  all  these  principles.  Let  us  be  merciful  and 
^*T«eiosi.    Let  os  be  just,  in  the  first  place,  and  then  let  us  temper  justice  with 

"  The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strained ; 
It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  rain  from  heaven 
Upon  the  place  beneath.'* 

^«e  wsids  of  our  great  poet  may  well  suggest  that  better  rain  from  heaven  which 
«Br  giorioos  Divine  Head  may  yet  send  down  upon  our  Church,  if,  with  peace 
'oi^nd  by  sneh  an  act  of  trustful  forbearance,  we  repone  this  young  professor  in 
hU  ianeh-lo?8d  ehftir,  and  then  forthwith  address  ourselves  to  the  great  and  special 
*v^  of  evBDgelising  the  heathen  both  at  home  and  abroad.  May  we  not  hope, 
BIT  we  not  ezpeety  that  the  Lord  will  open  the  windows  of  heaven  upon  us,  and 
ii^orMt  a  blsssiog  so  abundantly  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  iti 
^«  bear,  Modenttor»  of  a  threatened  disruption  of  our  Church  under  certain  circum. 
stiseeBb  Let  mo  say  emphatically  that  the  younger  portion  of  the  Church  who 
«'PPort  Piofeasor  Smith  have  no  intention  of  abandoning  our  Free  Church  under 
my  dieamstanees.  We  shall  abide  by  the  vessel  in  storm  and  sunshine  alike.  If 
i><itea  we  shall  aecept  the  defeats  If  a  gracious  Ood  shall  crown  our  present 
eoatentioB  with  sooeees,  we  shall,  I  trust,  be  solemnised  and  humbled  by  His  good- 
&«i.  sad  do  oor  best  to  follow  the  wise  and  salutary  suggestions  with  which  the 
SMtioQ  eonelsdes.  Moderator,  we  are  compassed  about  at  this  time  by  a  great 
^Md  of  witnesses.  I  know  not  if  the  great  men,  the  heroes  of  our  Church  now  in 
L'loi7,  an  beading  from  their  heavenly  thrones  as  rapt  spectators  of  what  we  are 
*^t  todo,  but  I  am  sure  of  this — Presbyterian  Christendom  is  looking  on,  and  it 
^*^:oass  w  to  do  aothing  of  which  we  may  afterwards  see  cause  to  repent.  Trusting 
^this  Assembly  may  be  goided  to  what  is  right  by  Him  who  tumeth  the  hearts 
^  Bca  ss  the  riven  of  water,  we  now  enter  our  solemn  protest  in  favour  of  a 
^*OBm  on  the  side  of  forbearanoe,  and  appeal,  with  faith  and  perfect  confidence,  to 
^  sppnvlDg  verdiet  of  a  eoming  generation.    (Loud  applause.) 

Mi;HOWIB,  Qlasgow,  rose  to  support  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflT, 
sithoagh  he  should  not  be  sorry  if  that  of  Dr.  Bogg  became  the  finding  of  the 
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House.  He  belieTod  ih«i  by  adopting  the  mode  of  proeedaxe  tuggetbed  by  Dr.  Bagg, 
ihey  would  obtain  n  more  logical  Tordiet,  and  one  better  fitted  to  conaerre  all  the 
interests  inTolred  in  (he  easeu    He  wonk!,  howeTor,  aa  at  present  sdrised,  isp]Mii 
the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  Monereiff,  because  it  enabled  him  to  aaj  that  then  v«n 
▼lews  enonciated  by  Professor  Smith  that  seemed  more  objectionable  than  aij 
referred  to  in  the  libel»  and  in  regard  to  which  he  desired  to  have  explaDslions 
before  he  could  have  any  confidence  in  the  profeaaor's  teaching.    Iiet  them  cl«arl| 
understand  Uie  state  of  the  question.    It  was  not^  as  it  hss  been  repreiented,  a 
question  about  the  encouragement  or  diacom»gement  of  sobolaiahip  in  the  Free 
Church.    He  yielded  to  no  one  in  his  admiration  of  the  abilities  and  attaiameaU  of 
Professor  Smith,  and  he  trusted  that  the  Church  would  CTcr  do  all  in  her  power  to 
retain  such  men  in  her  palplta  and  profeaaorial  ehairs.    He  feared,  however,  tint 
there  was  a  danger  of  leading  their  young  men  to  suppose  that  genuine  acholankip 
waa  all  on  the  one  aide  of  this  qneation,  tliat  it.  was  to  .be  identified  with  auaulu 
upon  Holy  Scripture,  and  that  they  could  obtain  a  reputation  for  learning  and  caltnre 
merely  by  the  .abort  process  of  adopting  certain  theological  Tiews  Instead  of  paniiig 
regular  examinationa.  Again,  thia  waa  not  a  queation  aa  to  some  theory  aboat  the  mode 
of.insplration.  In  a  pamphlet  which  he  had  read  it  aeemed  lo  be  implied  that  thoie 
oppoaed  to  the  viewa  of  Profeaaor  Smith  adopted  wliat  haa  been  called  the  mecbaaiol 
tJ^ory  of  inapiration.    He  repudiated  any  auch  theory.    He  held  that  the  Choreh 
waa  not  committed  by  the  Confession  to  any  theory  sa  to  the  mode  of  inspiraiioB, 
but  only  to  aound  yiewa  aa  to  its  product,  Tia.,  a  Book  which  is  in  all  its  part»->ia 
its  statements  of  fact  as  well  as  its  statements  of  doctrine  and  duty— the  very  Word 
of  Qod — of  infallible  truth  and  Divine  authority.    He  objected  to  the  riews  of  Pro- 
feasor  Smith  because  they  are  logically  inconsistent  with  a  belief  in  the  infallible 
truth  of  ell  the  statements  of  Holy  Scriptare.    ProTided  the  Diyine  AnUtorahip  of 
every  part  of  the  Bible  be  maintained,  involving  as  it  does  infallible  truth  and 
Divine  authority,  he  waa  willing  that  the  critics  should  arrive  at  any  concloaion 
fairly  warranted  by  Biblical  statements  as  to  the  human  authorship  of  particoUr 
books  or  parts  of  books,  or  as  to  the  times  when  they  were  written.    The  ebaige  in 
the  libel  against  Professor  Smith  was  not  that  he  denied  the  Mosaic  authorahip  of 
the  Book  of  Deuteronomy  In  the  form  in  which  it  now  exists,  but  that  he  denied  the 
truthfulness  of  atatementa  made  in  the  book.    He  alleged  that  statements  attri- 
buted  to  Moeea  were  never  in  point  of  Uci  made  by  him,  but  were  put  by  a  later 
writer  into  the  mouth  of  Mosea.    He  laid  down  a  poaition,  in  ahort^  which  made  it 
impoaaible  that  the  book  could  contain  truthful,  untnapired  hiatory,  £ar  leaa  luatoiy 
Inapired  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth.    Nor  waa  the  danger  of  the  principle  laid  down  by 
Profeaaor  Smith  leaa  real  because  he  now  limita  ita  application  to  a  particular  part 
of  the  book — to  what  he  deaignatea  the  Deuteronomic  code,  extending  from  tbe 
beginning  of  the  12th  to  the  end  of  the  26th  chapter.    That  aeeUon  of  the  book 
contains  hiatory  as  well  as  law,  and  all  Its  statements  are  alike  attrHmted  to  Momi. 
It  is  no  argument  to  the  contrary  that  the  name  of  Moses  does  not  occur  in  theie 
chapters.    With  as  much  reason  might  one  of  the  higher  critics  take  up  the  report 
given  in  the  newspapers  to-morrow  morning  of  one  of  the  speeches  delivered  in  the 
coame  of  this  debate,  and,  cutting  out  acme  parte  which  do  not  contain  in  ao  nunj 
worda  the  name  of  the  apeaker,  mi^ntain  that  they  were  not  apoken  by  hint 

The  Book  of  Deuteronomy  was,  he  contended,  a  continuous  narrative,  and  the 
atatementa  of  the  aection  referred  to  by  Profeaaor  Smith  were  aa  manifestly  attri- 
buted to  Moaea  aa  any  other  atatement  in  the  book.  The  diatinetion  drawn  in  thii 
oontroveray  between  certain  parte  of  the  book  which  are  narrative  and  othen  which 
are  legialative  doea  not  exiat.  There  is  narmtive  sa  well  ss  legislative  throughoat 
the  whole  book.  The  so-called  Denteronomic  code  eoatains  hJatorical  statemeaU 
which  would  be  meet  mislesding  if  made  700  years  after  Moses,  ss,  for  instance, 
when  it  ia  aald,  again  and  again,  **  Te  have  not  yet  paaaed  over  Jordan."  As  the 
matter  is  put  in  his  answer  to  the  amended  libel,  it  may  seem  to  some  naiads  not 
inconeistent  with  hiatorioal  truthfnineaa  that  there  ahould  be  new  editiona  of  lawi, 
that  the  lawa  aa  given  by  Moaea  ahonld  be  broaght  doihi  to  date.  There  can, 
however,  be  no  truthful  bringing  down  to  data  of  a  hiatorioal  Ihet^  At  the  doee  of 
the  26ih  chapter  of  Denteronomy*  for^inatanoe,  there  ia^referenne  to  the  eoveaaat 
made  with  larael,  to  which,  in  the  20th  ehaptert  wrae  1,  there  ia  still  knottf  explicit 
refereaoet  aa  made  by  Mosea  on  the  filalns  of  Menb* 
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Zikniag  to  ihis  tmisBetioii^  Profemor  Smith  says,  in  hU  ansirer  to  tha 
aaendod  libel,  p.  21 : — ^  Now,  tho  Book  of  Deuteronomy  itftelf  tolls  nt  that  CM 
Bude  tvo  e0T«nint8  with  Iirael  (Dent  xzix.  1),  the  covenant  at  Horeb  (Riod.  zziT^ 
7)  nd  mother  ooTonaDt  based  on  the  law  of  Deuteronomy.  Elyah,  it  ii  clear,  was 
itill  Ufiag  nnder  tbo  earlier  coyenant,  the  law  of  Exodos.  Doea  not  this  show  that 
t^  eiriier  coyenant  was  not  yet  reyealedl"  In  other  words,  Professor  Smith,  x«fer- 
riog  tooaeof  the  most  ontstonding  tranBactions  in  the  history  of  the  Covenant  people 
dsniig  their  wilderness  sojourn — a  transaction  next  in  Importance  to  the  ooenrrences 
at  Sisai,  wished  us  to  believe  that  it  did  not  take  place  before  the  days  of  Eiyah. 
Heit^  iorely,  is  a  manifest  revolnttonising  of  the  whole  history.  Once  admit  the 
prindple  thus  applied,  and  yon  may  get  rid  of  all  the  history  both  of  the  Old  and 
of  the  5«w  TestamMit.  Once  more,  the  decision  proposed  in  this  esse  does  not 
mrolTs  a  denial  of  Biblical  difficulties.  We  all  admit  that  there  are  such  diffi* 
eolties  In  eoBneeikm  with  Uiis  Book  of  Dentoronomy.  But  what  is  the  use  of  our 
pnfeaMis  of  exegesis  and  BibHeal  criticism,  if  they  do  not  help  our  students  and 
nuQisters  to  solve  such  difficulties,  on  the  assumption  that  the  book  is  throughout 
of  iaUliUe  tnith  and  Divine  authority.  If  we  allow  them  to  solve  such  difficulties 
by  the  kbd  of  exegeala  that  has  been  adopted  by  Professor  Smith,  viz.,  by  the 
itaial  of  the  historical  truthfulness  of  some  of  the  statoments,  any  one  can  solve 
them.  He  (Mr.  Howie)  had  gone  over  the  difficulties  suggested  by  Professor  Smith, 
ud  hsd  disoovered  in  evevy  case  a  solution  which  to  himself  seemed  perfectly 
ttiii&etofy,  although  he  was  not  sore  that  he  would  satisfy  the  critical  mind  of  the 
profctur.  Some  of  the  difficulties  were  of  Professor  Smith's  own  creation,  and  due 
to  his  pecaliar  treatment  of  the  book^—his  unwarrantable  division  of  it  into  narrative 
vnA  legislative  seettona.  This  applies  to  the  objection  to  Mosaic  authorship  of  the 
le^lilaiion  derived  frona  the  law  about  the  central  altar,  on  which  the  professor  lays 
fo  gmi  etsess.  If  he  had  regarded  the  book  as  a  unity,  he  would  have  seen  that 
is  the  27th  chapter  there  is  legislation  about  an  altar  at  Ebal — ^an  altar  of  unhewn 
tteso— based  upon  the  law  as  already  given  in  Exodus.  Turning  to  the  8th 
cbpter  of  the  hook,  of  Joshua,  he  would  have  also  seen  how  that  the  law  about  Ebal 
vu  esnied  into  effect  by  Joshua  immediatoly  after  the  conquest  of  Al,  and  in 
loeordsnee  with  the  law  of  Moses  as  given  in  this  Book  of  Deuteronomy  as  well  as 
t^  law  previously  giren  in  Exodus.  He  would  have  seen  that  the  Israeli tos  were 
Bot  in  cireumstances  until  the  times  of  Solomon  to  carry  into  effect  the  law  given 
ia  the  12th  chapter  regarding  the  central  altar,  and  that  all  his  argomento  derived 
from  iltan  at  Qilgal,  Shechem,  and  similar  places  where  God  had  appeared,  fall  to 
tiw  gToud.  In  other  cases  of  difficulty,  Professor  Smith,  on  insufficient  grounds, 
Rjeets  most  reasonable  solutions  that  have  been  proposed  by  those  who  contend 
for  the  Hosaie  authorship  of  the  Deuteronomie  legislation.  Thus,  for  instance,  in 
Ui  uuver  to  the  amended  libel  (page  28),  Professor  Smith  says — "  I  therefore  refer 
^7  judges  to  my  former  publication,  and  will,  in  this  place,  do  no  more  than  recall 
to  their  reeollection  two  veiy  clear  cases  of  incompatible  laws." 

The  priest's  portion  of  a  common  sacrifice,  what  is  technically  called  a  peace- 
tfftrisg,  wu,  according  to  Leviticus  vil.  80-84,  the  breast  and  the  right  leg.  In 
I^tenmomy  xviiL  8,  his  portion  is  the  foreshoulder,  the  cheeks,  and  the  maw. 
Dr,  BoQgUs  admits  his  inability  to  reconcile  the  discrepancy.  I  am  not  sure 
tiiti  jssUce  is  here  done  to  Dr.  Douglas.  But  after  such  a  declaration  as  to  the 
inability  of  two  such  distiogoished  specialisto  to  discover  any  satisfactory  solution 
of  this  difficulty,  it  may  seem  presumptuous  in  any  ordinary  minister  to  attempt  to 
^«il  vith  the  question.  And  yet  I  humbly  think  that  a  satisfactoty  solution  has 
^a  nggested  both  by  Jewish  and  Christian  commentators.  Ainsworth,  for  in- 
*tanee,  thns  translates  the  third  verse  of  the  18th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy — ^'^  And 
^  ihall  be  the  priest's  due  from  the  people,  from  them  that  slay  a  slaughter  (of 
uy  heuts),  whether  oxen  or  sheep,  that  he  shall  give  unto  the  priest  the  shoulder, 
u^  the  two  cheeks,  and  the  maw."  In  his  notes  he  explains  them  aa  meaning 
^  the  ptfesto  received  the  portions  here  specified  of  all  the  animals  killed  through- 
^^  the  Isad  fur  ordinary  food,  whilo  they  received  the' portions  specified  in  Leviticus 
^  ^nerififles  proper.  In  support  of  this  view  he  makes  the  following  quotation 
frosi  MalaioBUes-^"  It  commanded  to  give  of  every  clean  beast  that  Is  killed  unto 
^  prfest,  the  shonldor,  and  the  two  cheeks;  and  the  mew  (Dent  xvlii.  3),  and  these 
^  «Ttiy  pUoe  are  called  gifUk     And  this  commandment  is  i^  uso  continually. 


204  CASE  OF  PROFESSOR  SBUTH. — MR.  HOWIE. 

whether  whea  there  U  a  temple  or  not,  and  In  every  plaee,  whether  iriihin  the  Und 
of  Israel  or  withonl  it ;  and  it  ia  to  be  of  common  thijig8>  not  of  things  eancUfied. 
.  .  .  Gifta  are  due  of  none  but  clean  beasts  only,  as  ia  said,  whether  ox  or  sheep, 
Ac,  whether  it  be  killed  for  man's  meat,  or  to  feed  infidels,  or  dogs,  or  for  medieme, 
these  gifttf  are  due  of  it."  Now  I  find  from  Professor  Smiih*s  additional  answer  to 
the  original  libel  that  he  had  this  interpretation  before  him.  Referring  to  the  log- 
geatlons  that  hare  been  made  to  harmouiee  what  he  describes  as  the  obnoos  con* 
tradielion  between  the  Deuteronomio  and  Levitical  legislation  regarding  the  priesllr 
dues,  he  goes  on  to  say  (p.  41) — "  Tiie  only  one  which  deserres  a  moment's  notice 
19  the  traditional  Jewish  solution,  that  the  law  of  Deuteronomy  does  not  apply  to 
sacrifices  proper,  that  zebaeh  here  means  an  animal  not  sacrificed,  but  slain  for 
ordinary  use."  Well,  how  does  the  professor  dispose  of  this  traditional  Jevisli 
solution  7 

PresuminfT,  I  suppose,  on  the  ignorance  of  his  readers,  he  goes  on  to  say  that 
"  the  laws  of  Deuteronomy  and  Leviticus  cannot  be  harmonised  except  by  ascribing 
to  the  decisive  word  (zebacb)  in  Deuteronomy  zviii.,  a  sense  directly  contrary  to 
that  which  it  has  in  all  other  passages."  His  contention  is  that  the  word  mwa 
everywhere  else  a  sacrifice  proper,  and  that  it  cannot  here  mean  a  beast  slsia  for 
ordinary  use. 

Now,  it  so  happens  that  we  have  in  this  passage  not  only  the  noon  sebaeh,  bat 
also  the  verb  zabach,  from  which  it  is  derived,  and  the  construction  ia  auch  that  the 
meaning  of  the  noun  is  determined  by  that  of  the  verb.  Well,  on  tuning  op 
Gesenios  (both  his  Lexicon  and  Thesaurus),  I  find  that  he  regards  the  applicatioD 
of  both  the  verb  and  noun  to  sacrifices  proper,  as  only  secondary,  and  affirms  thst 
they  primarily  refer  to  killing  in  generaL  He  gives  nine  or  ten  cases  in  which  tlie 
verb  does  not  mean,  and  cannot  mean,  killing  for  sacrificial  purposes,  and  liz  or 
seven  in  which  the  noun  does  not  mean,  and  cannot  mean,  sacrifices  proper.  Tike 
the  following  as  specimens.  lu  2  Chronicles  zviii.  2,  it  is  said — ^*'And  after 
certain  days  he  (Jehoshaphat)  went  down  to  Ahab  to  Samaria,  and  Ahab  killed 
sheep  and  oxen  for  him  in  abundance,  and  for  the  people  that  he  had  with  him." 
Again  (1  Sam.  xxviii.  24) — "  And  the  woman  (i.  e.,  the  witch  of  Endor)  had  a  (at  etif 
in  the  house,  and  she  killed  it  and  took  flour  and  kneaded  it,  and  did  break  as- 
leavened  bread  thereof,  and  she  brought  it  before  Saul,  and  before  hia  servants,  and 
they  did  eat."  Once  more,  referring  to  the  false  ahepherd,  it  is  said — *'  Te  eat  the 
fat,  and  ye  clothe  you  with  the  wool,  ye  kill  them  that  are  fed,  but  ye  feed  not  the 
flock."  In  all  these  cases  the  verb  rendered  to  kill  is  zabach.  But  still  more  lo 
the  point.  In  this  very  book,  yea,  in  this  so-called  Deoteronomic  code,  and  »itb 
special  reference  to  the  animals  slain  throughout  the  land,  we  have  in  the  12Ui 
sbapter,  at  the  15th  and  2l8t  verses,  two  instances  of  the  verb  zabach,  as  meaoisg 
U)  kill  for  ordinary  use.  Verse  21  reads  thus:  "If  the  place  which  the  Lord  thy 
God  hath  chosen  to  put  His  name  there  be  too  far  from  thee,  thou  shall  kill  of  thy 
herd  and  of  thy  flock  whicU  the  Lord  hath  given  thee  as  I  have  commanded  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  eat  in  thy  gates  whatsoever  thy  soul  Insteth  after." 

I  call  attention  to  these  verses  the  more  readily  becanse  I  find  that  Professor 
Smith,  when  referring  to  them  in  another  connection,  admits,  at  p.  6S  of  his  addi- 
tional answer  to  the  libel,  that  they  refer  to  killing  for  ordinary  use,  and  not  to 
killing  for  sacrificial  purposes.  His  words  are—''  It  is  absolutely  forbidden  to  oSer 
sacrifice  iii  any  place  thou  pleasest,  but  if  the  sanctuary  is  at  a  distance,  aaimsls 
may  be  killed  for  food  in  any  town,  and  eaten  like  game  by  the  clean  and  the  en- 
clean  alike,  the  blood  only  being  poured  upon  the  ground.  The  permission  to  kill 
animals  for  other  than  sacrificial  purposes  appears  to  be  new,  and  is  twice  repeated 
in  the  same  chapter."  Surely,  if  the  professor  had  looked  into  his  Hebrew  Bible, 
and  seen  that  the  word  rendered  kill  in  these  two  verses  is  zabach,  he  would  hare 
seen  the  untenableness  of  his  objection  against  the  Jewish  traditional  interpretation 
of  Deuteronomy  xviii.  8.  He  would  have  aeen  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  reference  in 
that  chapter  to  killing  for  ordinary  nse  throughout  the  land,  the  proper  word  to  bo 
employed  was  aabach,  with  the  corresponding  noun  zebaeh.  May  not  these  words, 
which  in  so  many  other  passages  are  applied  in  a  secondaiy  sense  to  the  aserifiees 
proper,  be  used  in  this  connection  to  denote  that  there  was  still  a  seml-religioas  or. 
If  yon  will,  a  semi-sacrificial  character  attached  to  all  killing  thronghont  the  land, 
even  for  ordinary  use,  and  indicated  on  the  one  hand  by  the  pouring  of  the  blood  oa 


THUBSDAY,  KAY  27,  1880.  205 

(he  grooad,  aid,  on  tli«  other,  by  tho  giving  of  eerUin  portions  to  the  prieai.  There 
it  p^ftel  harmony  between  the  Leviiieal  and  the  Deateronomic  legialation.  When 
we  thaa  eee  that  in  the  eaae  of  the  aaerifieea  proper,  the  blood  was  sprinkled  on  the 
ftltar,  sad  (he  prieata  received  aa  their  portion  the  breaat  and  the  right  leg,  while 
In  the  flMe  of  the  animals  killed  for  ordinary  nae  throoghont  the  land,  the  blood  waa 
posred  en  the  groand,  and  the  prieata  reoeired  the  foreshonlder,  the  cheeks,  and  themew. 
It  hm  been  admitted  by  the  friends  of  Professor  Smith  that  his  riews  were  not 
the  Ttewa  of  the  Free  Chnreh,  and  he  wished  to  ask  them  if  they  had  any  assurance 
freahfaathat  if  aent  back  to  hia  chair  he  wonld  teach  the  viewa  of  the  Church? 
They  woe  told  thai  theae  viewa  were  aanctioned  by  Uie  Confeaaion,  that  waa  the 
ceaUnaal  averment  of  thoae  who  adyaneed  doctrinal  errors.  In  this  connection  be 
vesld  like  to  read  an  extract  from  one  of  the  ''Scotch  Sermons"  which  had  been 
referred  to  e&  the  preTiona  day.  After  quoting  the  language  of  the  Confession  about 
tk  vitaem  of  the  Spirit^  the  writer  goea  on  to  say : — "  This  is  remarkable  language. 
Whea  it  la  tnaalated  ont  of  the  dialect  of  the  seTenteenth  century,  which  the  diTinea 
of  Westaiaater  apoke,  into  that  of  the  aeventeenth  century,  which  we  apeak,  it substan- 
tally  sBoanla  to  thia-->tbat  the  Scriptures  are  authoritatiTO  only  in  so  far  aa  they  are 
tne.  The  distinction  between  the  human  and  the  divine  elements  in  Scripture  was  not, 
<>fcesrM,sediatinetly  recogniaed  either  by  the  Beformera  or  the  Weatminster  divinea 
aiitit  by  thoughtlhl  thaologiana inourown  times.  Thatdistinetion  had  not  been  forced 
vpoa  tke  atleatioa  of  the  former  aa  it  had  been  forced  upon  the  attention  of  the  latter 
^  the  diseoveriea  of  men  of  aeience  and  the  inveatigationa  of  Biblical  eritica.  Still  they 
Mat»  we  have  aeon  that  the  chief  assurance  which  we — we  the  elect  in  the  dialect  of 
their  4iy,  we  the  apixitnally  susceptible  in  the  dialect  of  our  day — have  *  of  the  divine 
MMly  of  Scripture  ia  from  the  inward  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  bearing  witness  by 
tt'  vith  the  Word  in  our  hearta.  And  thia  language,  they  must  have  perceived,  was 
Maiij  iaapplieable  to  aneh  portiona  of  Scripture  aa  the  descriptions  of  the  dimensiona 
asdfiuBifemof  the  Tabernacle  in  Leviticns,  the  genealogies  of  Chronicles,  the  historical 
MnttiTca  evea  of  the  Old  Testament,  in  their  detaila  at  least,  the  purely  historical 
lai  ike  apocalypUe  secUons  of  the  New  Testament  itaelf.  We  may  claim,  therefore^ 
te  hsTs  the  Weotminater  divinea  with  ua  when  we  aaaert  that  the  Scripturea  are 
ntkeiiiitive  becanae  tme,  and  only  in  such  portions  of  them  aa  awaken  a  reaponae 
ie  these  la  whom  xeaaon  and  eonacience,  the  faculties  by  which  alone  truth  can  be 
<iitcemed,  have  be3n  fully  developed.' " 

Alter  aaeh  a  naa  of  the  Confeaaion,  he  waa  not  disposed  to  attach  mueh  import- 
uee  le  the  aigument  derived  fkom  it  in  favour  of  his  views  by  Professor  Smith. 

Thi  Barl  of  KIKTOSS  aaid  that,  looking  at  the  moUon  that  had  been  tabled 
1?  the  hen.  Baronet,  he  found  it  proposed — *'  That  the  General  Asaembly,  consider. 
iBf  the  position  and  existing  drBumstancea  of  the  libel  which  has  been  aerved  on 
PnfesMT  Smith,  reaolve  to  drop  the  libeL"  Now,  he  looked  in  another  motion, 
ud  he  foand  that  their  College  Committee  had  never  found  the  ground  upon  whicli 
^  veve  atone  debating  formed  aaffident  matter  for  the  libel  at  all  in  the  way  of 
^<n>y.  Had  it  been  oUierwiae  he  wonld  have  voted  straightforwardly  for  Dr. 
Bcgg'a  meUon.  He  held  that  motion,  if  they  could  prove  heresy  at  all,  to  be  one  of 
^^nlS^tfimrardaeaa  ia  the  interaata  of  Professor  Smith,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Charehea  the  otlier.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if  they  deprived  Professor  Smith  on 
^  groaad  of  hia  chair,  he  should  alao  be  deprived  of  ministerial  office.  But,  as 
Ittg  SB  ftaftasor  Smith  held  the  inspiration  of  the  Word  of  Ood,  as  long  aa  he  held 
^  ipwial  Book  of  Deuteronomy  to  be  inspired  by  God,  aa  long  aa  he  had  reason- 
^hlepmef  that  he  waa  aa  aonnd  upon  the  Bible  statementa  aa  any  of  the  most  evan- 
gelical Msmbera  of  the  Churchy  he  did  not  see  any  oecaaion  why  he  ahould  join  with 
^Bmuj  Moaereiff'a  motioa,  or  why  he  ahould  ally  himaelf  with  either  Dr.  Beith*r, 
^f'mikB meaatiaieb  vote  with  Dr.  Begg.  This  Church  might  well  stop  all  Biblical 
<>>tidHi,  II  that  waa  to  go  against  the  fundamental  truths  of  their  holy  religion ; 
^  hilMag  aa  he  did^  that  Profeaaor  Smith  held  those  fundamental  truths,  and 
"^'diag  m  ha  diA,  that  if  they  took  the  course  Dr.  Begg  suggested,  he  would  be 
'•H^tdtaa  an  the  diffiealtlea  of  Biblical  oriaehmi,  they  would  do  justice  not  only 
**  h^kmm  Bmiik,  but  juatice  to  the  Church.  They  would  give  him  time  to  aee 
^•Wateall»thair  Chnteh  held  theae  fundamental  trutha  far  more  deeply,  far  move 
*i^7tAn«vcritielsm  eould  change.  They  were  not  to  be  afraid  of  Biblical 
<>^tl4Hk  Ht4wffairad  «f  the  day  that  their  Church  ahould  be  so  a&aid,  believing 
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as  lie  did  thai»  after  all  Ike  eritftlanii,  their  CkArek  woold  statei  otat  Ia  their 
adberenee  to  the  old  goapel  truths,  brighter  ind  Mghter  nUtil  the  perfeei  d^. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COLQUHOUK,  of  Lnsi  (eider),  eaid-^When  I  atteadei  tlie 
anaoal  mMting  of  onr  Assemtily  lart  year,  I  met  with  a  memlMr  ef  the  Fkeabyiay 
.to  which  I  hare  the  honour  to  belong,  and  lils  first  salatation  to  me  was,  ^Kiad  70a 
Tote  straight"  l^ow,  I  thinlc  I  did  rote  straight^  and  wiil  do  so  agaia,  bat  ny 
friend  and  I  were  not  in  the  same  lebbj*  (Laughter.)  I  aliaU  endeavour  bowercr, 
not  to  be  Uaased  by  the  keenness  of  partisanship  on  the  present  oeeaaion,  tlm^  I 
do  foel  Tory  strongly  on  tlie  ease  before  ns.  I  think  it  is  not  a  qaestien  whidi 
ahoold  be  left^  in  the  discussion  of  it^  to  learned  men,  or  learned  theologisai,  or  I 
ahonld  not  liaTO  been  here  to-day  to  speak  or. to  rote  open  it  I  think  UiateToy 
member  of  this  Ohoreh,  whateTAr  be  Us  qualifications,  or  laek  of  qasttfieailens,  ahoiiM 
jast  think  and  jndge  for  himself:  regarding  it  Let  no  man  think  for  me.  **  If  tsj 
man  laoks  wisdom,"  we  know  where  to  seek  it  And  I  think  it  is  abonibnily  eridest, 
•thronghout  this  discussion,  that  the  repreaentatirea  of  light  and  leading  retU; 
require  to  seek  wisdom  from  abore  quite  as  much  aa  tlie  humblest  nember  of  tUi 
Ohurch,  for  doctors  differ.    (Oheers.) 

From  the  fimt  I  hafe  always  been  of  opinion  that  this  is  not  a  quesUon  vliieli 
should    hare  ever  been  brought  before  thia  Tenerable  Ajisembly.     (Applauei) 
And  I  was  confirmed  in  my  opinion  wh^  I  «aw  sneh  an  authority  as  Sir  Henry 
Moncrdff,  to  whom  I  hare  been  frequently  indebted  for  gvidance  in  eesKesisstKiI 
matters,  broadly  stating  before  the  Oollege  Committee  tlmt  he  saw  no  groonda  for 
heresy  agafaist  the  learned  profisosor.     But  there  is  a  remark  which  was  made  by 
Sir  Henry  in  one  of  his  published  communications,  which  so  completely  lepmcat^ 
the  views  which  I  hold  upon  this  question,  that  L  may  be  allowed  to  quote  it   "I 
think,"  he  says,  ''that  we  should  be  very  careful  to  avoid  doing  anything  to  ImpW 
that  we  would  depose  a  minister  or  elder  of  his  position,  merely  because  he  bii  a 
doubt  or  a  difficulty  regarding  the  date  or  authorship  of  »  partlcnlar  boek,  proTlded 
he  does  not  promulgate  his  ^ews  in  an.  Iijnrions  manner."     Now  I  ea^not  admit 
that  the  professor  has  promulgated  his  views  in  an  iijurions  ms&ner.    (AppUnie.) 
There  ia  a  remark  in  the  pamphlet  by  Principal  Douglas  which  I  ban  thoroogUy 
endorsA.    He  says-—*'  I  r^oice  to  think  jthat  there  are  believing  aiitios  who  do  stt 
acknowledge  that  the  Pentateuch  was  written  by  Moses."     Now,  that  Js  going  u 
hx  aa  the  learned  professor,  I  am  sore,  would*  be  iUspoaed  to  go.    (Lai^ter.)   And 
when  we  look  at  the  vast  eras  that  have  elapsed  since  these  books  were  written,  ve 
cannot  wonder  that  some  things  are  left  to  the  opposite  probabilitiea.  of  critio. 
But  the  question  with  which  wo  are  now  dealing,  when  divested  of  all  the  jtigos, 
and  forms,  and  technicalities  in  which  it  is  involved  is  just  tida^Hns  the  leaned 
professor  said  or  written  a  single  word  that  can  be  construed  againat  the  OonfwdoD 
of  Faith,  or  the  Standards  of  onr  Church  t     (Hear,  hear.)     We  all  know  the  line  of 
reasoning  by  which  it  Is  attempted  to  prove  that  he  has  done  so.     But  it  appein 
to  me  a  tortuous  mode  of  reasoning — a  logieel  anbtilty  which  does  not  commend 
itself  to  my  judgment    It  is  said,  **  If  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy  ia  not  hbtorlc&lly 
true,  it  cannot  be  inspired,  and  if  not  in^ired,  it  cannot  be  in  aceordaiioa  with  the 
Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Standards  of  our  Charch."    But  a  book  may  be  edited 
centuries  after  the  book  wsa  written,  and  it  detracts  not  a  pln'a  point  from  tbe 
authenticity  of  the  book  should  the  editor  interpose  certain  minor  mattem  relating 
to  his  own  times.    No  doubt,  as  time  elapsed,  if  the  editor  was  not  ehrafnl  to  point 
out  these  interpolatioBS,  this  might  create  a  confusion  in  the  book,  for  indices  or 
explanatory  notes  were  not  thought  of  in  these  days.    (Hear,  hear.)     But  that  is 
precisely  the  theory  of  the  learned  professor.     Thero  is  this  conftudon  in  Deaien- 
nomy,  difficulties  which  we  must  all  have  felt  in  the  Mosaic  legisiation,  and  which 
the  learned  professor  thus  attempts  to  explain ;  and  when  he  tells  ns  explicitly 
that  he  believes  in  the  inspiration  of  that  book  as  sinoeroly  as  any  ono  in  thii 
Assembly,  it  does  appear  to  me  monstrous  that  roverend  gentlemen  should  have  ibe 
rudeness  to  question  bis  sincerity,  or  to  throw  out  insinuations  that  he  ia  anppressiog 
the  truth.    But  thero  are  some  who  only  say  that  it  is  iiyodicions  in  him  to  promul- 
gate such  views  to  the  students  in  his  class.     Now,  I  by  no  means  think  that  it 
would  be  judicious  in  him  to  do  so,  for  I  think  his  students  would  be  mneh  better 
employed  in  attending  to  moro  important  mattenk     But,  Ifoderator,.  we  must 
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proeeid  Upitij  in  tills  em,  snd  thare  ia  not  aa  atom  of  proof  iBat  lie  OTor  men* 
liooed  Ui  tlieoi7  to  tho  Btadenti  in  his  daak  (Hear,  hear.)  On  the  contiaty,  there 
U  eruieaoe  to  ihow  that  he  has  not  been  indoetrinating  them  in  this  theory  at  all. 
(Heir,  hctr.)  FetsonaUy,  I  care  little  abont  thia  theory.  I  am  not  a  conrert  to  it. 
1  htn  been  taoght  to  beliere  that  Deateronomy  was  written  by  Mosee,  and  the 
inteml  erideneee  of  the  book  are  inflGicient  to  conTlnce  me  of  that.  Still  I  think 
DO  InteiiigeBt  man  eaa  read  that  book  without  sayiog  that  there  are  interpolation! 
ia  it  (Heir,  hear.)  And  whether  or  not  the  learned  profeaaor'e  theoiy  is  a  solution 
of  oer  diffiooltiei^  I  support  him  heartily  on  these  high  grounds — that  ho  is  Asserting 
tke  Ubsity  of  thooght^  on  a  question  which  does  not  transgress  the  SUu!idards  of  oar 
Oank,  er  the  Comfesaion  of  Faith,  by  a  hair'sbreadth.  (Applause.)  Bat  what  I 
UB  drifiBg  at  is  tUa— What  do  the  Assembly  mean  to  do  )  You  cannot  depose  the 
lemed  profiBsur  for  a  theoiy-*-that  is  conceded.  On  what  grounds,  tiien,  do  yon 
I>rep6ie  to  deprive  him  of  his  chairl  Legally  you  cannot  do  so.  Tou  are  only 
niimg  sa  unneoessary  ezeitemoit  in  the  Ohureh  which  will  not  be  easily  allayed* 
VsD  ksre  heard  these  plaudits  in  the  gallery  which  from  time  to  time  iuve  been 
elidted  ss  the  case  has  been  proceeding.  What  do  you  think  these  indicate  ?  Do 
fOB  flsppose  these  young  men  to  be  young  sceptics  coming  here  to  air  their  scepti- 
cinl  (Lsnghter.)  Tou  nsTer  were  more  mistaken  in  your  life  if  you  think  so. 
Tbcie  an  aot  young  men  who  are  "  venturing  on  the  dangerous  path  which  Spinoza 
uod.*  Moat  of  them  are  attending  the  BiTinity  Hall.  Many  of  them  studying  for 
tbe  Gkareh,  and  In  due  time  may  be  our  future  miniatera,  and  our  future,  profisaaora 
taa  (Laughter  and  applaaae.)  Thoy  come  aeeklng  for  truth,  and  will  not  be 
deiiei  Th^  aak  for  bnad,  and  yon  giro  them  a  atone ;  and  aome'of  yon  would  all 
bii  itoae  the  learned  profeaaor.    (Criea  of  "  Time.") 

The  MODEBATOB  aaid  the  apeaker  waa  atiU  enUtled  to  fire  minutta. 

Mr.  OOLQUHOUN,  zeaumlng  amid  cheera  and  laughter,  aaid  the  seal  queatlon 
«M  n  to  the  Tiew  that  was  to  be  taken  of  the  doctrine  of  inapiration.  He 
had  jet  to  learn  thai  the  doctrine  of  the  rerbal  inapiration  of  the  Bible  waa 
a  tem  of  eommnnlon  In  thia  Chnreh.  If  auch  waa  the  caae  he  ahoald  not  ^aTj^ 
^tok  there  that  day.  AfUr  enlaiging  on  thia  aubjeet,  he  conoloded  by  aaying 
tint  he  had  no  sympathy  with  that  unmeaning  panic  that  had  been  raiaed  on 
(bii  qeeatioa.  It  had  been  eompared  by  Sir  Henry  to  a  huge  i^eberg.atealthily 
appna^lag  and  threatening  the  diaaolution  of  the  Ghureh'a  reaael  by  ita  cold  and 
efaOiag  weight.  But»  Moderator,  he  aaid,  I  can  see  no  icebeig  in  the  caae^  but  only 
I  pluBton  which  has  no  reality.  The  real  danger  to  the  Church  waa  in  that  dog- 
aatiol  luatldun  which  woald  atlfle  all  thought  in  regard  to  mattera  of  Which  the 
Buadarda  nally  took  no  oogniaanee.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  case  had  got  into  each  a 
Jomble.  There  waa  ao  much  of  the  forma  and  technical itiea  of  the  Chui-ch  mixed 
Bp  ia  iU-the  first  count  and  the  aecond  count,  and  the  firat  charge  and  the  aeeond 
^'baige.and  the  altematlTe  ehaige,  and  the  relcTanoy  and  the  probation— >oh  I  auch 
AJoBiblay  that  he  belieyed  ono*half  of  the  Aaaembly  hardly  knew  aometimea  wbAt 
thoj  wera  Yoting  about.  In  condnaion,  he  hoped  they  ahould  have  no  more  Candle- 
like Daggling^  which  muat  be  ao  offenaire,  and  would  be  ao  unbecoming  to  use 
uvania  eae  of  the  attainments,  the  learning,  the  ability,  and  character  of  Professor 
Sadth.    (Applanae.) 

Mj.  SMITH,  Tarland,  at  thia  point,  thought  as  there  was  a  poasibility  of  Dr. 
Begn'B  motion  becoming  the  ultimate  finding  of  the  House,  it  would  be  an  advaH. 
tage  if  they  esJDC  to  a  Tote  at  once,  so  that  they  might  go  into  the  Question  of  pro- 
botiaa  at  the  oTening  aederant.    (Laughter,  and  cries  of  *'  Ho.'') 

It  wu  then  snggestad  and  agreed  to  that  a  apeaker  ahould  be  heard  first  in 
<anmr  of  Dc  Degg'a  motion,  and  then  another  who  supported  Dr,  Laidlaw'a  Some 
diMaaaioa  then  U^k  placer  as  to  whether  Sheriff  Cowan  or  Mr.  Qtlb^rt  Beith  ahould 
ipeak  fitsty  but  the  Moderator  decided  the  latter  had  firat  caught  his  eye. 

Mr.  OILBSBT  BEITH,  Qlaagow  (elder),  supported  the  principle  of  Dr.  Begg's 
nation.  He  aaid  he  ahould  confine  hia  remarka  to  one  view  of  the  osae.  Lately  aereral 
lading  laymen  In  the  Weat,  on  hearing  the  rumour  that  Dra.  Bainy  and  Adam  were 
ffMBf  to  adopt  the  course  they  have  taken  in  thia  caae,  met  for  conference,  and,  after 
aeteial  meetings,  they  came  to  a  definite  reaolntion  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  auch  a 
"Mtiea  aa  th2t  now  propoaed  by  Sir  Henry  Monereiff.  He  would  confine  his 
ftaaiks  to  tUtiBg  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  led  them  to  thia  decision.    Their  first 
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objeeiioii  to  Sir  Henry's  motion  wu  that  it  wu  a  oonpromUo-Hi  eompromme  ob  t 
qnetilon  that  ooghi  not  to  be  oompromiied.    The  Choreh  ehoald  have  ita  mind 
m&de  up  on  what  is  heresy  and  what  was  noL    A  cry  of  heresy  had  been  nuted^ud 
for  the  parties  holding  opposite  views,  by  way  of  eompromlse,  to  eome  to  no  fiiMliiic; 
at  all,  was  nnsafe  and  unsuitable,  particularly  when  the  question  was  wd&ft,  and 
was  eertain  to  be  more  so.    It  waa  a  eompromise  between  two  of  three  partiea   A 
third  party  was  aeeused  of  heresy.    He  demanded,  and  wss  granted,  a  fair  trial  br 
libel  aecording  to  the  laws  of  the  Church.    One  party  among  his  judges  eonsidered 
him  guilty  as  libelled,  a  second  maintained  that  the  libel  could  not  in  Justice  be 
sustained.    The  ease  was  the  occasion  of  much  heat  and  eontroTersy  tbrooghont  the 
Church;  and  to  bring  this  condition  of  things  to  an  end,  these  two  parties,  without 
the  consent  of  the  third  party,  who  was  the  accused  party,  agreed  between  themselrei 
to  drop  the  libel,  but  also  to  deal,  in  the  interests  of  peace,  with  the  third,  ai  if  he 
held  heretical  Tiews.     (Uesr,  bear.)    They  considered  that  a  most  objeetioinble 
coune.    As  was  stated  at  their  meeting,  it  was  not  the  case  of  Jonah  in  the  ship. 
There  were  two  parties  amongst  the  mariners — one  for  casting  him  out  and  the  other 
against  it.    He  agreed  to  be  thrown  overboard,  -wad  they  threw  him  oTerboanl 
accordingly.     (Laughter.)    It  was  rather  the  case  of  the  blind  man  before  the  Jevs 
in  the  Temple — '^Thon  wast  altogether  bom  in  sin,  and  dost  thou  teaehua?  and 
they  cast  him  out."    (Applause  and  laughter.)    Their  second  leading  objection  to 
the  motion  of  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflT  was  this,  that  it  inroWed  a  grioTons  iojoatiec 
Professor  Smith  demanded,  and  was  granted,  a  fair  trial  by  libel.     The  trial  had 
been  in  proceas  for  nearly  three  years,  and  now  the  Church  tss  asked  to  arreat  pro- 
eeedings,  and  without  the  consent  of  the  accused,  to  drop  tbe  libel,  and  decline  to 
say  whether  Professor  Smith's  views  were  or  were  not  heretical,  and  yet  to  desl  vHh 
him  as  if  they  were,  and  dismiss  him  from  his  chair.     He  could  not  beliere,  and 
they  could  not  belicTo,  that  the  Free  Church  would  take  this  course  until  it  bad 
done  so.    Such  action,  he  used  the  word  in  its  strictest  sense,  was  immorsl.    (Lood 
applause.)     He  wss  talking  to  a  minister  of  this  Church  not  long  ago  on  this  inb- 
jecty  and  he  made  the  remark  that  he  was  surprised  how  little  thia  view  of  the 
question  told  on  the  clerical  mind,  whereas  with  Isymen  it  bulked  rery  laigeh. 
(Applause.)    The  minister's  answer  was — **  Ah,  you  foiget  it  is  our  part  to  preaeh 
morality ;  it  is  yours  to  practise  it."    (Laughter,  <»ies  of "  Shame,"  and  witii^w.) 

Dr.  BEOQ — I  call  to  order.  It  is  an  unjust  and  unfair  statement,  and  implies 
that  the  ministera  do  not  practise  what  they  preach.  (Loud  applause.)  I  call  opoa 
Mr.  Beith  to  withdraw  that  statement.    (Loud  cries  of  •<  Withdraw.") 

The  MODERATOR — ^There  is  no  neeeasity  for  so  many  crying  out  in  order  that 
justice  may  be  done.  One  speaking  at  a  time  stating  a  reasonable  view  is  &r  morf 
effective  in  its  object  than  noise  engaged  in  by  members  of  the  House. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF^Mr.  Beitii  says  he  does  withdraw  it 

Mr.  BEITH — 1  beg  to  say  that  the  statement  was  made  to  me  in  joke,  and  that 
I  now  repeated  it  as  a  joke.  His  third  objection  wss  this,  there  waa  no  preceden*. 
for  such  a  proceeding  as  this.  They  were  going  to  establish  a  bad  preeedent  if  tfaer 
made  one  on  this  occasion.  Looking  to  the  safety  of  the  individual  oflEiee-besrers 
against  a  tyrannical  msjority  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  was  an  nnsafe  and 
improper  thing  to  create  such  a  precedent.  Ho  court  of  the  Church  had  a  right  to 
deal  with  Professor  Smith  as  this  motion  proposed  to  deal  with  him.  There  shooid 
be  an  Act  of  this  Assembly  before  a  summary  proceeding  of  this  kind  was  reaolved 
apon.  That  Act  should  be  psssed  under  the  Barrier,  and,  moreover,  this  Assembly 
should  look  to  the  security  of  the  individual,  and  introduce  a  danse  into  sueh  an 
Act  providing  that  no  man  could  be  turned  out  of  his  office  unless  by  a  vote  of  fire- 
sixths  of  the  General  Assembly.  Fifthly,  the  proceeding  was  illegaL  They  were 
asked  to  break  a  civil  contract  made  with  Professor  Smith  in  1870  tulvittmcut 
cvUpam^  and  culpa  could  not  legally  be  proved  without  following  the  rules  aod  pia^- 
tiee  of  the  Choreh.  Professor  Smith  might  not  raise  this  plea,  but  others  woald. 
The  Chnreh  should  hesitate  before  acting  in  antagonism  to  civil  law.  Piofeaaor 
Smith,  as  a  Free  Churchman,  would,  he  held,  be  warranted  in  saying — **  Bat  if  there 
be  none  of  these  things  iHiereof  they  can  accuse  me,  no  man  may  deliver  me  unto 
them ;  I  appeal  unto  Ctesar."  (Applause.)  Mr.  Beith  proceeded  to  say  that  their  next 
point  was  that  the  procedure  was  a  mere  expedient^  and  could  havo  no  eiFeet  in  srreau 
ing  what  was  feared.    Men  wonld  not  be  mottled.    The  prooednre  was  ineonsisteat 
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ind  ioperfeeft,  became  if  Professor  Smith's  riews  were  sach  as  should  ezclade  from 
kii  duUr,  whj  noi  abo  from  the  palpit  1  (Applaase.)  Josiice  to  the  Chareh  at 
iir^^e  leqaircd  that  her  members  shoold  know  whether  Professor  Smith's  riews  were 
ientieal,  so  thai  those  who  ^reed  with  him  might  consider  their  position. 
vippIsBie.) 

Mr.  INNB3,  Panhride,  said  at  first  he  was  certainly,  from  his  own  conyietions, 

Ijd  io  Sir  Henrj  Monereiff^s  motion,  not  hearing  of  any  other;  bat  when  Dr. 

liiidJiv  made  his  motion  it  eonserred  his  position,  and  also  enabled  him  to  take 

tba  tide  of  what  he  thooght  was,  in  the  whole  circumstances,  to  be  wisest  for  the 

('kireh.    His  own  position  all  along  was  that  it  was  needfal  at  this  stage  for  the 

^  itsreh  to  giro  a  very  explicit  deliverance  as  to  its  own  Tiew  as  to  the  doctrinal 

pwttoa  on  this  question.    That  was  the  main  point,  and,  haTing  done  so,  he 

tiioBgkt  it  might  safely  be  left  to  Professor  Smith  to  consult  with  his  own  eon- 

■eieseesod  the  deiiTersnee  of  the  Church  as  to  his  own  action  in  this  matter.    Sir 

Hesiy  MoBcreiff  haTing  himself  stated  that  this  was  not  so  much  a  direct  contradic- 

USA  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  as  logical  irreconcilableness  with  the  doctrine  of  the 

OooJiauAB  in  the  position  which  Professor  Smith  had  taken  op,  he  (Mr.   Innes) 

t^ooglit  tJkst  veiy  position  shoald  lead  Sir  Henry  to  pause  somewhat  as  to  the 

'Vijisf  oat  so  seTere  and  sharp  an  issue.    (Hear,  hear.)    All  men  were  not  quite 

^al  hi  the  eooelssioiis  which  they  formed  regarding  Tcry  important  points ;  and 

Uie  ittj  fiwt  that»  as  he  felt  eonTineed,  Professor  Smith  had  not  been  logical  in  the 

iam  to  vhich  lie  had  come  meanwhile  in  regard  to  this  great  question  was  the 

Rttoswfay  he  thooght  they  should  not  proceed  to  ultimate  censure  or  depriTstion 

-iiffliaBe)— but  leare  Professor  Smith,  with  the  finding  of  the  Church,  to  re- 

cmidiw  the  question.     Going  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  he  submitted  that 

Ueexj^bnation  given  by  Professor  Smith  would  not  soWe  the  great  difficulties  they 

venedled  to  &ee ;  there  were'many  difficulties  in  Denteronomy  as  there  were  many 

lififlBities  in  erery  book  of  the  Bible.     There  were  many  difficulties  in  regard  to 

^  report  of  our  Savionr's  speeches  in  the  different  Qospels  and  the  reconciling  of 

^  bat  he  was  sure  none  in  this  Church  would  think  of  applying  to  these 

'••&RaesB  the  argoment  founded  on  the  difficulties  in  Deuteronomy.    In  regard  to 

t^  oiis  aignment  from  the  laws  of  a  central  sanctuary,  he  denied  the  conclusion 

uit  it  wu  nnknown  to  those  prophets,  who  in  special  emergencies  and  under 

^foai  divine  gnidanco  erected  temporary  altars  in  other  places.    It  waa  well  known 

ii  Uie  time  of  Joahna,  as  shown  by  the  history  of  the  altar  ed  ;  and  yet  other  altars, 

■  at  Rhechem,  were  used  on  special  occasions.     His  own  opinion  was  that  a  large 

put  of  the  diffiealty  would  be  removed  if  we  bore  in  mind  that  almost  the  whole 

pcdod  of  Israers  hiatory  in  Canaan  between  Moses  and  David  was  a  period  of 

diroaie  anaettlement,  ehronio  rebellion,  and  chronic  revolution ;  and  that»  as  the 

Uw  of  Denteronomy  pre-snpposed  the  proper  Canaan  condition  as  one  of  national 

crder,  rest^  and  nnity,  it  was  not  till  these  were  seenred  that  auch  a  law  could  come 

^  M  operation,  or  be  effectually  set  before  the  people  for  national  observance. 

^  the  condition  of  the  wilderness  wss,  with  the  wilderness  Tabernacle,  virtually 

^wwpofted  into  Canaan,  so  the  sanctuary  law  of  Deuteronomy  remained  practically 

usbejB&ee;  and  David  himself  became  the  direct  theocratic  successor  of  Moses. 

We  find  it  asked  in  page  11  of  the  answer  to  the  amended  libel — "  Is  it  not 
Biofe  reasonable  to  think  that  the  law  of  Denteronomy  was  not  revealed  till  the 
^^ptioBs  arose,  with  which  the  old  law  was  unfit  to  copel"  Till  the  corrap- 
^•u  aneel  Did,  then,  these  corruptions  arise  only  in  the  close  of  Hezekiah'a 
^^  or  rather  ia  that  of  Josiah,  when  the  existence  of  this  law  is  said  to  liave  been 
^rtt  discovered  1  Why,  ere  then,  these  corruptions  had  come  to  such  a  crisis,  that 
^  tea  tribes  had  already  been  driven  into  captivity,  and  Judah  itself  was  dn  the 
^f^t  of  the  Babylonian  exile.  And  he  asked,  if  that  was  the  way  in  which  God 
'^▼csled  His  laws  to  meni  Did  He  leave  them  in  ignorance  of  His  law  till  their 
<«iditioa  wss  past  remedy,  snd  till  the  law  He  gave  was  practically  useless  for 
^^  good  1  If  not,  then  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  Deuteronomy  was  unknown 
tiU  vithin  a  short  period  of  the  captivity.  He  thought,  therefore,  without  enlarging 
'yther,  that  it  was  dne  to  their  people  that  the  Assembly  should  declare  that  the 
^«i  so  sdvaneed  were  not  those  of  this  Church.  Along  with  this  the  Church 
^i^  ttfely  give  a  charitable  and  generous  interpretation  to  the  other  difficulties 
<^  the  cue  sad  ae&d  back  Professor  Smith  to  his  datiesi  in  the  hope  that,  with  these 

O 
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before  him,  be  migbi  matarely  reeonaider  tbe'wbole  enbject^  and  be  able  to  pnsene 
to  the  Free  Church  the  rare  tcdents  and  the  tare  acholarahip  wUch  all  aeknevledged 
that  he  posMssed. 

Sheriff^CAMPBELL  described  the  'peaitibn  in  wfaleh  4he  XmgmhY^nut  sov 
placed  in   reference  to  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflPa  motion,  and  laid  it  down  (thii  m 
dipping  the  charge  of  *'tendencj"  in  the  libel,  th«  Atoedibit  ittd'the  Obordi 
nerer  meant  that  a  profeaaor  of  the  Free  Ghureh  should  be  entitled  to  retam  Ua 
ofBoe,  and  yet  promulgate  opinions  which  are  in  tlieiaseltss  of  a  dSBgeraiia  aad 
unsettlidg  tendency  in  their  bearing  on  doctrine  net  forUi  ha  ^rlptvre  aidthe 
Confusion.    He  was  qidto  certain  ttiat  there  was  tto  man  in  the  Assembly  who 
would  go  the  length  of  saying  that  the  man  who  did  this  ought  to  held  hb  pro- 
fessor's chair.    At  all  events  such  a  man  ought  to  be  admonished,  or  have  aoase 
sentence  pronounced  upon  him.    Well,  now.  Sir  Heniy  MoncreiflHa  motion  did  not 
propose  to  a£fect  his  ecclesiastical  status.    That  was  just  what  Ute  libel  propoMd 
should  be  done.    It  did  not  propose  to  affect  his  ecclesiastical  stsftos,  and,  if  Sir 
Heniy's  motion  should  bo   carried,  he  would  retain   his   etelesiaatiesl  atatoi^ 
although  ho  would  cease  to  be  a  professor.    He  did  not  think  Cbat  it  esold  be 
maintained  that  they  must  always  serve  a  libel  upon  a  professor  when  he  pnbliahed 
snd  promulgated  opinions  which  were  "  in  themselves  dangeroua  and  UBaaUliog^" 
and  which  eertainly  would  affect  the  views  of  those  young  men  who  were  ceiamittcd 
to  hia  care  by  the  Church.    A  professor,  and  especially  a  popular  professor,  eooid 
promulgate  things  of  this  kind  that  would  most  injniioosly  affect  the  minds  of  thoie 
committed  to  his  charge.    But  Professor  Smith  held  his  appointment  iiom  tiit 
Church,  and  surely  the  Church  was  entitled  to  call  him'  to  accbunt  when  aajthlng 
of  this  kind  was  laid  to  hia  charge.    Now,  the  first  body  to  deid  with  the  auUer 
waa  the  College  Committee,  who  bad  come  to  the  conclnsieb,  in  dealing  with  hint, 
that  he  had  published  and  promulgated  doctrines  which  wore  **  in  tfaenuelvea  of  a 
dangerous  and  unsettling  tendency."    ITow,  let  them  see  what  thia  Chnreh  bad 
done,  and  whether  they  could  well  retain  Profeaaor  Smith  in  his  present  poaitioo, 
at  all  events  without  exercising  some  kind  of  discipline  upon  him.    Well,  thu 
House  had  not  only  found  that  there  was  something  *<  dangerous  and  nnsetUing," 
but  they  had  held  that  the  second  proposition  in  the  nlinor  involved  hora^.    AH 
the  motions,  except  Dr.  Begg's,  proceed  on  the  footing  that  Professor  Smith  bad 
done  something  which  he  oaght  not  to  have  done— in  short,  something  that  via 
"  dangerous  and  unsettling  in  its  tendency,  and  might  seruniriy  affect  the  mindi  of 
those  committed  to  hia  charge."    .  Dr.   Laidlaw's   motion  admoniahod  Piofaaaor 
Smith,  and  held  that  he  had  received  punishment  already  for  holding  and  promai- 
luting  and  publishing  that  which  was  "dangerous  and  unsettling."    Br^  Beitbi 
motion  proceeded  upon  the  same  footing.    Were  they  not  to  deal  witk  a  piofaaaor  of 
their  Church  in  theae  circumstances  t    Were  they  to  allow  him  to  retain  hia  cbair 
on  the  former  footing !    He  should  think  not    There  was  not  ono  msn  in  tbii 
Church  who  had  had  tihe  audacity  to  declare  that  Professor  Smith's  viewa  weie  bis 
views ;  not  one  man  had  had  the  bravery  to  declare  that  those  were  hia  vtewa.   If 
there  were  any  one  who  held  his  views,  he  had  failed  to  express  them  in  this  Aaaem- 
bly.    It  was  said  that  Profeaaor  Smith  held  his  office  ad  vUam  uwt  cuipam*    Were 
they  not,  then,  entitled  to  inquire  whether  he  had  committed  a  fault  t    Waa  this 
Assembly  not  entitled  to  inquire  whether  this  professor  had  committed  sndia  lauU 
as  to  disentitle  him  to  remain  in  his  chair;  or  that  brought  him  under  the  oenaan 
of  the  Church  t     If  all  the  peraons  who  made  motions  agree  in  thinkii^  that 
there  has  been  something  *'  dangerous  and  unsettling,"  wss  that  not  a  fault  for 
which  they  ■could  deal  with  a  professor,  for  which  they  could  admooiah  him,  for 
whidi  they  could  suspend  him  ?    (''  Ko,  no.")    Surely  it  was  not  unoonstitnUoDsl  to 
do  so.     If  it  was,  in  what  respect  was  it  so  9    He  had  not  heard  one  urord  upon  that 
subjects    He  was  of  opinion  that  Professor  Smith  had  been  blameworthgr,rand  there- 
fore he  thought  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's  motion  wss  the  reasonable  and  proper  one  is 
the  cireumstanees,  and  that  there  was  nothing  unoonstitotional  in  it.    (Applaoa&) 

A  MEMBER  here  proposed  that  the  House  should  adjourn,  the  suggestion  beisg 
met  with  cries  of  *'  A4ioum/'  and  "  No."    The  Moderator,  however,  decided  to  hear 

Sheriff  COWAN,  Paisley,  who  said  he  desired  in  a  few  sentences  to  sot  before 
them  the  reasons  why  it  appeared  to  him  the  motion  proposed  by  Dr.  Begg  was  the 
right,  honourable^  and  constitutional  course  of  prooednre  in  that  ease;    la  saying  aoi 
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hi  Aaini  to  iUt«  Uist  he  objected  to  all  ibe  other  motione.    First,  on  the  ground 

ib»i  ihtj  proposed  to  irj  Hr.  Smith  without  giving  him  an  op]iM>rtunitj  of  pleading 

10  tke  UbtL    Sreiy  one  of  theae  motiona  proposed  that,  without  trying  Mr.  Smith 

after  IttTii^  feoad  the  libel  relevant^  they  should  find  something  in  regard  to  thenu 

Tba  fint  BMtioa  stated  they  should  find  that  he  does  not  possess  the  confidence  of 

Uiftt  House,  and  thereforu  that  he  must  no  longer  hold  his  chair.    The  other  two 

BolMBi^  in  more  or  less  modified  terms,  reponed  him  in  the  Ohurch,  but,  at  the 

naie  tisie,  proposed  to  eensnre  him.    In  support  of  both  of  these  motions  they  had 

■peeekcs  deUverod  pronng  the  truth  of  the  argument  he  had  now  addressed  to  the 

Hnae.   The  speakers  had  entered  upon  probation.    In  that  course  he  declined  to 

iollov  theoi.    He  wss  noi  there  now  to  speak  of  probation ;  although  he  hoped  by 

ud  hj,  when  they  caune  io  a  division  and  proceeded  to  probation,  lie  would  have 

UaiopportoBity.    Ba&  the  next  objection  which  he  had  to  make  was  intended  to  be 

iidicBMd  to  ^  Henry  MoncreiiTs  motion.    He  objected  out  and  out  to  that 

Bolioa— (applause)— not  because  he  was  afraid  of  the  Court  of  Session.    He  had  a 

ieir,agrastcr  Aarln  his  heart-rho  feared  to  do  wrong.    (Applsnse.)    He  said  it 

vu  la  BBworthy  thing  to  place  before  that  Honse  tiie  bugbear  of  the  Court  of 

SeHios.    Bat  he  said  thia  deliberately,  that  if  they  follow  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  in 

bji  motieB  they  came  io  a  resolution  which,  if  Professor  Smith  liked,  he  could  take 

to  tbe  CMirt  of  Seasion.    Well,  should  they  place  themselves  at  Professor  Smith's 

nocjl   He  called  apott  them  to  do  that  which  was  right  and  proper,  and  which 

VH  JBit  to  ProilMBor  Smith.    He  was  there  to  uphold  the  right  and  privilege  of 

cTcij  ainister  of  the  Church  when  he  said  he  had  always  understood  it  was  the 

fflsrtnitien  of  the  Chnreh  that  when  a  man  was  invested  with  a  spiritual  office,  it 

ni  la  privilege  and  right  to  atand  before  his  peers  and  answer  to  the  charge 

inagfctigsinst  him,  and  not  be  ccmvicted  and  condemned  untU  his  case  was  fully 

kwAiad  proved.    That  was  in  accordance  with  tbat'unwritten  law  in  the  heart  of 

erei; Ban  which  told  him  to  do  what  was  just  and  right;  and  it  was  a  true  and 

pnpir  esmse  in  that  case.     In  regard  to  St.  Laidlaw^s  motion  the  same  objection 

*f^;  but  there  waa  an  objection  to  that  motion,  and  it  wss  this — ^he  (Dr.  Laid- 

hr)  aksd  them  to  repone  Professor  Smith  in  his  chair.    Ko  doubt,  he  proposed 

int  te  mimoniBh  him,  but  he  (ShertfiT  Cowan)  asked,  in  regard  to  that,  had  Professor 

Saith  thewn  any  signs  of  repentance  t    It  would  have  been  an  altogether  difiTeront 

ewe  if  Professor  Smith  had  come  forward  and  told  the  majority  of  the  Church,  told 

\jia  Chneh  and  the  world,  that  he  had  changed  his  mind — (applause) — and  unless 

JK  vas  of  the  mind  to  do  that»  he  (the  Sheriff)  could  not  consent  to  his  being  reponed 

ii  Us  ehair.    He  did  not  know  whether  Dr.  Laidlaw  and  those  who  supported  him 

^  any  resson  to  state  that  Professor  Smith  was  of  a  mind  to  do  that,  but  he 

^^^  tbooght  thej  must  judge  him  at  tills  stage  of  the  case  by  reference  to  the 

ptpezs  which  were  before  them.    In  looking  at  these  he  had  found  as  yet  little  signs 

of  rep«atsaee.    (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)    The  next  motion  was  that  of  Dr.  Beitb. 

Is  that  notion  there  waa  a  referonce  made  to  the*  answer  lodged  by  Professor  Smith 

Ut  the  smended  libel.     He  had  read  that  answer,  and  done  what,  perhaps,  all  the 

bmkrea  present  had  not  done— he  had  gone  carofully  over  it.     He  had  compared 

tbe  references  which  it  made,  and  at  the  proper  time,  if  the  Assembly  would  bear 

viik  him  and  giTO  him  time,  he  would  be  psropared  to  go  over  that  answer  ieriatim, 

ud  to  show  how  ihero  was  not  in  that  answer  anything  that  should  alter  the  mind 

ci  Hui  Ghoreh  in  his  case.    (Applause.)    The  second  major  charge  had  been  found 

inelovaal^  and  in  aome  way  or  other  it  had  been  dropped  out  of  the  libel.     They 

hd  besa  told  that,  having  given  Professor  Smith  his  appointment^  they  were 

tflUUed  to  deal  with  him.    Although  he  did  not  entiroly  disagree  with  that  proposi- 

Un,  yet  he  maialained  they  must  deal  with  him  constitutionally.    The  sustaining 

^'  the  relevaaipy  of  Uiis  indictment  did  not»  in  his  opinion,  conclusively  prove  the 

^th  of  it    It  proved  that  it  was  a  relevant  indictment  in  connection  with  this 

<:haig«b  hot  it  did  not  bring  home  the  charge  to  Professor  Smith,  nor  had  any  one  on 

kia  behsU  had  the  opportunity  of  speaking  on  probation  or  stating  what  their  opinion 

na  oa  that  part  of  the  argument.    Thereforo  he  maintained,  on  these  whole 

^ntuuk  that  the  course  proposed  by  Dr.  Begg  waa  the  plain,  straightforward, 

batflxsl,  reasonably  and  conaUtutional  course,  and  he  intended  to  support  it. 

(Applaiae.) 

Mr.  FRANCIS  EDMO^^D,  Aberdeen  (elder),  said— I  am  to  state,  as  shortly  ss 
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I  can,  some  of  the  groands  on  wliich  I  have  decided  to  rote  for  Dr.  Beiih'i  motion. 
I  am  not  to  diacais  the  theological  qoeation,  becauae  (1)  I  am  not  eompeteot  to  do 
80,  and  (2)  becauae  I  think  the  calm  and  deliberate  judgment  of  the  College  Com- 
mittee, after  mnch  oonaideration,  ia  to  be,  and  ought  to  be,  more  relied  on  than  the 
haaty  diacoaaion  and  deciaion  of  a  popular  aaaembly  of  opwarda  of  700  memben. 
Farther,  I  am  not  to  attempt  to  excolpate  Profeaaor  Smith.  I  know,  aa  fkr  as  one 
man  can  know  another,  that  he  ia  a  Ood-fearing,  a  God-loving,  and  a  God-Mrnog 
man,  and  that  he  belioTea  in,  and  ia  zealona  to  maintain,  the  Divine  inspiration  and 
infallible  truth  of  the  Word  of  God ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  he  ia  to  be 
blamed  for  not  having,  in  the  article  in  question,  made  it  quite  clear,  and  pot  it 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  viewa  he  expreased  were  held  by  him  in  thorough  ooD«a- 
tency  with  the  fact  that  the  Bible  waa  the  inspired  Word  of  God.  If  he  had  done 
ao^  I  believe  we  would  have  never  heard  of  this  caae,  and  the  Church  would  bare 
been  aaved  all  tUa  trouble,  a  trouble  which  Profeaaor  Smith  baa  regretted,  and  atill 
regrets,  as  much  aa  any  of  us. 

Once  more,  I  am  not  to  attempt  to  juatify  Dr.  Beith's  motion  to  thoae  outside 
thia  Church.  Sir  Henry  Honcreiff  aaid,  on  a  former  occasion,  as  a  reason  for  not 
halting,  "  Let  us  look  at  other  Churches  outside,  in  this  country  and  elsewhere,  who 
are  watching  our  proceedings,  and  we  muat  juaCify  ourselvea  to  ikem.**  Kow  I  hold. 
on  the  contrary,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  this  matter  with  those  outnde  oar 
Church.  We  have  to  justify  ourselves  to  God,  and  to  God  only ;  and  if  we  hid 
attended  to  His  warning,  that  the  fear  of  man  biingeth  a  snare,  we  wonld  not  hare 
been  in  the  poaition  in  which  we  now  are. 

Professor  Smith's  articles  were  first  taken  up  by  the  College  Committee.  Ther 
appointed  a  subcommittee,  consisting  of  the  Convener,  Principals  Bainy  aod 
Donglaa,  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  Dr.  Goold,  and  Professors  Smeaton  and  Candliah; 
and  the  sub-committee  reported,  on  17th  October  1876,  that,  unless  the  committee 
should  see  it  to  be  their  duty  to  frame  a  libel  for  hereay  against  Professor  Smith, 
they  cannot  go  farther,  aa  it  would  appear,  than  to  report  to  the  Assembly  their 
reasons  for  declining  to  take  that  atep.  The  sub-committee  at  the  same  time  stated 
that  the  article  (Bible)  is  not  to  be  taken  aa  a  complete  exhibition  of  ProfSmor 
Smith'a  faith,  or  a  sample  of  hia  teaching  with  reference  to  the  Bible,  on  occasions, 
when  he  treats  the  whole  subject  in  all  its  aspects.  But  just  because  of  this  limita- 
tion of  his  plan,  the  sub-committee  think  it  was  fitting  that  he  should  express  more 
clearly  and  strongly  than  he  hath  done  in  the  article,  his  faith  in  the  Dime 
inspiration  and  authority  of  the  Bible ;  and  they  further  remarked  that  the  ease,  as 
presented,  is  a  different  case  from  that  of  an  attack  on  the  credit  and  anthoritj  of 
the  Scripturea,  conducted  by  the  methods  of  destructive  criUeism.  The  sub-com- 
mittee anticipate  that,  as  the  matter  proceeds.  Professor  Smith  will  make  it  amplj 
apparent  that  the  inapiration  and  authority  of  the  Word  of  God  are  dear  to  him ; 
and  that  the  positions  which  he  has  taken  up,  however  queationable  any  of  them 
may  be,  or  may  appear,  are,  in  hia  view,  consistent  with  those  great  principles,  and 
are  supposed  by  him  to  afford  the  proper  grounds  for  successful  vindication  of  them. 
And  thia  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  and  the  other  membeiB  of  the  anb- 
committee  in  October  1876. 

The  sub-committee's  report  was  communicated  to  Professor  Smith,  and  on  14th 
November  1876,  he  stated,  amongst  other  things,  in  answer — "  I  accept  the  fire 
propositions,  in  which  the  report  summarises  my  views  on  the  question,  ss  on  the 
whole  a  very  fiur  repreaentation  of  my  position,  both  in  my  divergence  from  tradi- 
tion, and  in  my  refusal  to  associate  any  idea  of  fraud  with  the  Deuteronomic  legis- 
lation, or  to  admit  that  my  account  of  the  date  and  authorship  of  the  book  detraeu 
from  ita  value  and  authority  as  canonical  Scripture ; "  and  he  afterwards  stated  that 
tiie  Divine  authority  of  the  book  rests  on  the  witness  of  our  Lord,  and  the  teatimo- 
mivm  tpirkut  sanctL 

On  the  following  day,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commission,  Mr.  Laughtou,  the 
convener,  in  answer  to  Dr.  Begg,  said  the  committee  were  not  then  prepared  to  gire 
in  a  report  on  thia  case ;  and  I  may  here  state  that^  on  that  occasion,  I^.  Moody 
Stuart  is  reported  to  have  said  that  there  was  no  call  then,  nor  opportunity,  for 
entering  upon  the  merits  of  the  question ;  and  he  respectfully  said  to  his  brethren 
that  he  trusted  none  of  them  would  feel  osilod  upon  to  tay  a  single  word  vpon  the 
merits  of  the  qaottion. 
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Thege&enl  committee  afterwards  reported  to  the  Assembly  of  1877,  and  ihej 
Iiii  their  report  before  the  March  CommUsion  of  that  year  for  their  information. 

The  report  bears  that,  after  carefully  examining  the  article  **  Bible,"  and  con- 
sidering with  attention  the  explanations  which  Professor  Smith  has  been  good 
eooogh  to  famish,  the  committee  hare  not  fomid  in  the  article  any  groond  saffioient 
to  sopport  a  process  for  heresy  sgainst  him.  The  committee  also  reported  that 
thej  Mpposed  it  to  be  uniTersally  admitted  that  in  qnestions  of  criticism,  as  in 
other  qaestioDs,  belicTers  may  hare  to  learn  from  those  that  are  opposed  to  them.. 
Xor  does  any  one  dispote  that  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  Scriptare  may  be 
Biisuiaed  amid  rery  considerable  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  age  and  author- 
khipi  of  hookas  The  Confession  of  Faith  abstains  from  deciding  such  points,  and  it 
li  iJBportant  that  mach  liberty  of  judgment  aboat  them  should  be  maintained.  The 
committee  also  said  that,  when  Professor  Smith's  Tiews  are  completely  stated,  many  • 
enooda  of  misconception  are  removed,  and  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  say  that 
Prdfeoor  Smith's  views  infer  a  denial  on  his  part,  either  directly  or  construotlvelr, 
<^f  the  doctrine  that,  in  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  the  rerelaiion  of 
<iddind  the  declaration  of  His  will  are  committed  "wholly  unto  writing,"  and  that 
"  i!i«j  are  all  given  by  inspiration  of  God  to  be  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  life."  The 
ecomiltee  lay  stress  on  this,  because  the  doctrine  now  referred  to  is  not  only  the 
tecfanicil  ground  in  the  Confession,  whkk  must  regvlaU  eceUnoMtical  procedure,  but 
'4  nal\y  the  essential  and  fundamental  truth  which  it  is  vital  to  maintain. 

3aeh  are  some  of  the  opinions  of  the  College  Committee,  after  a  calm  and 
*!Cihente  consideration  of  the  matter,  before  men's  minds  were  influenced  from 
«akat  by  misnnderatandings  and  misrepresentations.  Professor  Smeaton  dis- 
K^  from  the  report  as  incomplete.  Professor  Candlish  and  Dr.  Purves  dissented 
"no  certain  parts  which  appeared  to  be  adverse  to  Professor  Smith,  and  Mr.  Why te 
f^^  George's  dissented  also,  because,  if  the  committee  was  to  do  more  than  simply 
Kfcn  that  they  liad  not  foond  in  the  article  any  ground  sufficient  to  support  a  pro- 
»*a  (n  heresy  againat  Professor  Smith,  they  should  have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
rcliering  him  of  the  odium  that  had  unfairly  fallen  on  him,  and  of  making  a  hearty 
'M  fiaiefal  acknowledgment  for  the  goodness  of  God  to  our  Church  in  the  socces- 
sioa  of  eminent  theologians  and  teschers  He  is  raising  up  among  us. 

All  the  other  members  of  the  College  Committee  concurred  in  the  report,  so  fsr 
if  it  relates  to  the  single  charge  now  in  the  libel ;  and  I  must  ask  your  attention  to 
tb«  emiaent  men  who  reported  as  I  have  above  stated — 1st,  the  Convener  of  the 
naoiUee,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Iiaaghton ;  2d,  the  principals  of  the  three  colleges,  Prin- 
fifal  Rainy,  Principal  Douglas,  and  Principal  Brown ;  8d,  the  law  adviser  of  the 
*  horch.  Sheriff  Campbell ;  4th,  the  two  clerks  of  Assembly,  Sir  Henry  Monereiff 
^  Dr.  William  Wilson ;  5th,  two  doctors  of  divinity,  Dr.  Ghoold  and  Dr.  Parvee ; 
''\  MTCA  Other  elders,  distinguished  in  the  Church  for  their  judgment  and  im- 
pvtiality,  including  Mr.  David  Maelagau,  who  voted  with  Sir  Henry  in  1879,  and 
'Ovhom  1  will  afterwards  refer;  and  7th,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Whyte  and  Professor 
Caadliah  above-mentioned. 

The  convener,  in  laying  the  report  before  the  Commission,  said  that  the  commit- 
•te  had  giTen  no  little  time  and  labour  to  the  preparation  of  it ;  and,  as  the  College 
Coamittee  had  no  Presbyterial  powers,  beyond  the  power  to  libel,  for  which  they 
reported  there  was  no  ground,  and  at  the  articles  pnblished  by  Professor  Smith 
*£re  alleged  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  doctrine  of  this  Church,  especially  on  the 
eshject  of  Uie  truth  and  inspiration  of  Scripture,  the  Commission  resolved  to  call 
•he  attention  of  his  Presbytery  to  the  case. 

The  tenna  of  the  motion  were  not  only  discussed,  but  several  members  entered 
><F«a  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  the  foremost  of  these  was  Dr.  Moody  Stuart,  who 
W  previously  wanted  his  brethren  not  to  do  so.  A  member  objected  to  this,  but 
^J  Heniy  Monereiff  held  that  the  Commission  could  not  object  to  any  member 
^^A^isg  reference  to  what  was  in  the  report— in  other  words,  that  members  of  the 
Coouaisuon  were  entitled  to  prejudge  the  case  in  the  absence  of  the  accused  party, 
^  previous  te  the  Presbytery  to  whom  the  case  was  referred  taking  it  up. 

^e  Presbytery,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Commission,  entered 
spoil  the  conaidciation  of  the  case,  and  prepared  certain  questions  to  Professor 
Smith  for  farther  ezplsnations.  Dissents  snd  complaints  were  taken  relative  to 
^^  queries,  and  these  having  come  before  the  Assembly  of  1877,  Professor  Smith 
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iniuDAtod  that  ai  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery  he  would  aak  that  all  the  ehaiga 
againet  him  bo  redaeed  to  the  form  of  a  libeL 

Thereafter,  Dr.  Wilson  moved  that,  until  final  judgment,  Profemor  Smitii 
should  oease  from  diseharging  his  daties  as  professor,  and  the  Assembly  instracted 
the  Presbytery  to  proceed  with  the  esse  aoeoiding  to  the  rules  of  the  ChureL  Tbe 
motion  prooeeded  on  the  assumption  that  the  Church  should  malntatn  a  dev  teitl- 
monj  to  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  the  Soriptnres  as  the  Word  of  God  ud 
the  only  rule  of  fiuih  and  manners ;  and  he  said  in  moring  tiiat  he  depreested  ex- 
ceedingly, in  the  state  in  whieh  the  ease  oomes  before  us  now,  that  wo  should  ester 
into  any  declaration,  either  the  Assembly  itself,  or  individual  members  who  ipeak, 
giving  opinions  aTcnse  to  Professor  Smith,  or  In  Tindication  of  his  view.  And  he 
said  that,  in  order  to  have  a  well-grounded  Judgment,  which  will  stand  the  tat  of 
proof,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  delibwately  given,  and  with  all  the  eridanee 
before  us.  Let  us  hear  the  whole  ease  before  we  attempt  to  pronounce  Judgment: 
and  let  us  endeavour  to  avoid  doing  anything  which  will  inflame  passions  or  niie 
prej  udices  by  the  premature  expression  of  our  views.  Tliis  waa  a  j  ust  and  wise  wini- 
ing,  but  I  need  not  tell  you  in  how  many  ways,  and  by  how  many  who  shoold 
have  known  better,  it  has  been  disregarded. 

Professor  Oandliah  moved  that  the  case  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Presbytery  to  take  its  course.  There  was  considerable  discussion  on  the  tvo 
motions,  several  membera  entering  largely  on  the  merits ;  and  Sir  Henry  Moncrafi 
said,  '*!  admit  that  some  of  Professor  Smith's  views  have  been  misapprehended  by 
those  who  have  written  agsinst  him.  I  admit  that  a  great  deal  hmt  been  writtta 
whieh  is  not  fair ;  and  I  would  ihin  hope  that  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  in  detl- 
ing  with  Professor  Smith  by  libd  or  otherwise,  will  find  occasion  to  show  the  Chnieii 
that  his  views  are  not  so  extreme  as  some  suppose,  or  that  he  iias  even  seen  bis  vsj 
to  modify  them  so  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Church."  When  the  rote  wss  taken 
as  between  the  two  motions.  Dr.  Wilson's  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  878  for  the 
suspension  of  Professor  Smith. 

The  Presbytery,  by  a  minority  of  6,  resolved  to  proceed  by  libel,  and  the  libel 
when  framed  contained  eight  particular  charges,  which  were  idl  found  not  rdeTioi 
by  the  Presbytery,  and  the  case  came  before  the  Assembly  of  1878. 

As  I  stated  on  Tuesday  last  generally  what  there  took  place,  I  adhere  to  ererr 
word  I  then  uttered  as  proof  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient,  that  the  libel,  u  U 
is  now  before  us,  has  not  yet  been  found  relevant ;  and  I  now  add  that,  when  Pro- 
fessor Smith  was  heard  at  the  bar,  he  said  that  many  had  found  the  nae  of  s  belier- 
ing  and  reverend  and  cautious  criticism  a  means  of  strengthening  their  faith,  and  a 
means  of  enabling  them  to  go  to  the  Old  Testament,  not  only  with  a  renewed  confi- 
dence In  the  wonderful  divine  origin  of  the  book,  but  with  a  fresh  light  osst  ofer  all 
its  psges ;  and  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  in  speaking  to  his  motion,  said  that  formerlj 
he  conid  not  come  to  a  conclusion  against'Professor  Smith,  because,  however  stranpe 
his  mode  of  reasoning  seemed  to  him  to  bo,  nevertheless  his  conclusions  werf  i( 
tame  as  kii  own.  Now  he  said  that  the  conclusions  of  Professor  Smith  were  lueh  as 
to  make  Sir  Henry  doubtful  whether  they  were  the  same  as  his  own,  and  therefore 
he  was  shut  out  Irom  taking  that  view.  And  here,  be  it  observed,  we  hsre  the 
leading  judge  and  prosecutor  in  this  esse,  who  formerly,  after  long  ddibeiation,  held 
there  was  no  ground  for  a  libel,  now  becoming  doubtful,  and  in  place  of  giving  the 
benefit  of  that  doubt  to  Professor  Smith,  miUung  his  own  doubt  the  very  groond 
for  condenming  him. 

I  pass  on  now  to  the  Assembly  of  1879,  when  Dr,  Bonar  moved  that  the  Aiaem- 
bly  give  instructions  to  the  Presl^tery  for  serving  the  libel,  so  far  as  regarda  the 
second  particular,  and  when  Mr.  Bannermau,  in  seconding  the  motion,  admitted 
that  the  last  clause  of  Sir  Henry  Monoreiff^s  motion  in  1878  was  open  to  misoon* 
strnction,  and  would  have  been  better  away.  There  was  in  it  an  apparent  refer- 
ence to  views  on  inspiration,  which  were  not  then  before  the  House,  and  thereby  an 
apparent  wyuittee  to  Professor  Smith ;  and  he  added,  ^I  should  have  declined  to 
vote  for  it  myself  at  the  time,  on  thai  ground,  had  I  beera  a  member  of  the  Assembly." 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  of  those  who  voted  for  the  motion  did  not  see  it  as 
Mr.  Bannerman  did,  and  act  as  he  said  be  would  have  done. 

Principal  Bainy  moved  that  the  Assembly,  before  proceeding  further  with  the 
libel,  appoint  a  committee,  with  powers  and  directions,  Ac,  and  to  report  to  thu 
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Amemhtj;  tmd  be  wtktd  the  htt  Assemblj  whether  they  vera  strengtheniiig  the 
Bonl  utbotitf  of  the  Church  in  her  dieeiplfaiey  or  ireakeniti|f  it^  by  goltig  forward 
fei  i  ette  like  this  on  the  etrangth  of  the  rote  of  the  1878  Assembl^  oii  releraacy  1 
Thii  uMBdmeat  was  aeeonded  by  Mr.  Henderson  of  Devanha^  and  was  warmly 
ispporled  hj  Prinelpal  Douglas,  Dr.  Walter  Smith,  Mr.  Whjte  of  St.  George^s,  and 
Dr.  idsiBr  bnt  on  a  diviaion  it  was  losi  by  a  majority  of  one — 821  hanng  voted 
for  Dr.  BoBSt^s  motion,  and  320  for  Principal  Bainy's,  bot  about  eighty  members  of 
tile  Aatably  did  not  rote. 

la  theaeetraiaaslanees,  Mr.  David  Maelagan,  the  elder  to  whom  I  before  referred, 
and  OS  the  Friday  following,  that  the  attempt  of  some  outside  onr  Church,  who 
vatd  tor  ear  halt^,  to  mske  out  that  the  division  on  Tuesday  evening  was  really 
«e «  the  merits  of  the  question,  and  that  onr  Church  is  hopelessly  divided  on 
tbi  peiat^  is  nstitisl  from  ih^r  point  of  view  and  state  of  minid,  but  it  fs  not  rea- 
KBiUo  within  oar  own  Choreh ;  and  he  went  on  to  say  for  himself,  and  he  believed 
ktntj  msny  who  voted  in  the  majority,  that  they  were  free  to  receive  and  consider 
uj  Bsv  light  which  might  arise,  or  any  statements  which  might  be  made  by  Pro* 
fM  Saith  or  othen,  explanatory  or  otherwise,  at  any  subsequent  stages,  and 
tbt  there  vaa  no  ground  for  attributing  to  them  aity  unwillingness  to  be  open- 
■ioded  as  to  the  fatare.  Dr.  Wilson  expressed  his  entire  concurrence,  and  Prin- 
dpil  Sstey  said  that  he  believed  the  statements  made  would  do  nothing  but  good. 

8ieee  thai'  time  Professor  Smith,  so  long  ago  as  July  1879,  laid  before  the 
Fiobfteiy  ao  anawer  to  the  amended  libel  containing  full  explanations,  which 
•>|ktio  have  aatiafied  the  three  gentlemen  last  named,  as  they  all  concurred  in 
tkCdflgeOommittae's  report^  that  there  was  not  ground  for  a  libel,  and  nothing 
bfiiaeeoeearred  on  the  part  of  Professor  Smith  to  warrant  an  adverse  opinion  ,- 
ket  is  plaee  of  Principal  Bainy's  anticipated  good,  things  have  waxed,  and  are  still 
nxbg  wsiae  and  worae. 

Kow  the  qaestioB  comes,  Are  yon  to  libel  and  depose  all  who,  while  they  keep 
titkis  the  Confession  of  Faith,  and  believe  In  the  divine  inspiration  of  the  Bible, 
tt  their  liberty  in  attempting  to  reeoneile  or  explain  apparent  difficulties,  and  in 
^UiiUog  their  private  views,  without  committing  the  Church  1  The  College 
Comsuttee  reported  that  it  was  important  that  much  liberty  of  judgment  should  be 
wislUDed.  We  know  and  admit  a  great  deal  mora  than  our  fathers  did,  but  we 
iR  itiil  not  unlike  the  blind  man,  who,  when  his  eyes  wera  only  par^Uy  opened, 
Av  Ben  aa  trees  walking;  and  if  we,  in  faith  and  patience,  permit  those  on 
^biaOod  has  bestowed  the  gift^  in  a  raverand  and  guarded  manner,  to  pursue  their 
bqilries,  1  have  no  doubt  the  same  Lord  will,  in  His  own  good  time,  bring  us  all 
te  eee  eye  to  eye,  to  the  praise  end  glory  of  His  name. 

Bot  if  yon  are  not  to  paoish  all,  ara  yon  to  punish  an  j  9  and  if  you  are  to  punish 
<Mie,  why  not  punish  all  1  >  One  motion  proposes,  in  referance  to  Professor  Smith, 
Mt  deposltlsb,  bat  deprivation  of  oiBoe ;  but  if  the  charges  brought  against  him  be 
veli-fiMuded,  and  be  in  a  Mr  and  constitutional  manner  proven,  then  the  law  of  the 
Cheieh  nqoiraa  depoaitiim.  But  the  arrangement  that  seems  to  have  been  come 
tOf  to  seiiait  him  and  deprive  him  of  his  chsir,  msy  be  considered  a  smaller  pun* 
■haest,  and  may  have  the  effect  of  obtaining  votes  for  Sir  Henry  MoncrailTs 
■otioD,  whieh  woold  not  otherwise  have  been  given. 

Part  of  the  proposal  is  that  Professor  Smith  is  to  be  deprived  of  his  chair,  not 
^Mose  he  has  been  lonnd  guil^r,  bui  because  it  is  alleged  that  he  has  lost  the  eon- 
^idcBee  ef  the  Choreb.  I  don't  believe  he  has  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Charah.  I 
b^ethat  by  doing  everything  which  could  be  done  to  inflame  passions  and  raise 
pRJsdiees  by  the  pramatora  exprassion  of  views,  some  may  have  lost'  confidenee  in 
™-  Bot  I  also  believe  that  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Churoh  now 
^>a«  Pfcofesipr  Smith  better,  and  have  mora  confidence  in  him  than  befora.  But 
*tnttetherwiae,  is  the  Assembly,  on  the  sole  ground  of  want  of  confidence,  to  ra- 
Bove  him  firom  hla  chair  t  It  seems  a  proceeding  without  a  preeedent  But  once 
^■^lih  a  praeedeat,  aud  then  every  minister  who  does  net  ratain  the  confidence 
^hieeoagiiegation  may  be  ramoved  from  his  charge. 

Oss  psngiaph  more,  and  I  am  done.  I  sm  not  pleading  for  Professor  Smith. 
He  is  not  depeadeni  on-  the  Frae  Charah,  bot  he  loves  his  Churoh,  and  he  is  as 
<lefoted  sad  lojal  a  member  of  the  Free  Church  as  tbera  is  within  its  borden.  I 
>■  plcsdiag  for  jostice  and  orderly  proceedings,  and  for  the  Frae  Churoh,  in  order 
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that  one  of  itt  most  gifted  Benruita  may  not  be  tamed  ent  of  bia  ebair,  bet  be  le- 
tained  to  combat,  as  a  Qod-feariog  man,  tbe  attacks  wbich  are  being  madebjiafidel 
writers  upon  th^t  Word  of  the  Lord,  which  be  desires  more  than  gold,  which  he  finds 
sweeter  than  honey,  and  which  he  beUeves  will  endure  for  erer  ai  tbe  b&llibis 
Word  of  God. 

Professor  LINDSAY,  Glasgow,  mored  the  adjournment,  and  the  House  ad- 
joamed  at  fire  o'clock,  to  meet  again  at  seven. 


KVBNING  SEDERUNT. 

The  Assembly  resumed  ag^n  in  the  eTcning  at  aeven  o'eloek — Di;  Haio, 
Moderator. 

The  debate  on  Professor  Smith's  ease  was  resumed  by 

Professor  LINDSAY,  Glasgow,  who  wss  received  with  loud  appUnse.    He  said 
—I  rise  to  support  the  proposition  made  by  Dr.  Beith,  and  although  the  motion  bas 
been  gone  over  and  interpreted  already,  perhaps,  as  we  are  resuming  the  debate^  1 
may  In  a  few  seconds  go  over  the  preliminary  senteneea.    According  to  this  notion* 
we  propose  in  the  end  to  abandon  that  libel,  and  we  lead  up  to  that  by  a  abort 
history  of  the  case.    We  say,  first  of  all,  with  all  due  deference  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Wood,  that  there  is  only  a  fragment  of  the  original  libel  left,  and  I  think  that  ia  a 
question  of  arithmetic  and  not  a  question  of  rhetorie.    The  libel  began  with  tbioa 
charges,  with  eight  counts  under  each,  or  twenty-four  several  partioulan.    Tto 
charges  were  gone,  sixteen  counts,  and  then  there  remained  of  the  one  charge  only 
one*eighth  part— one-twenty-fourth  part  of  tbe  original  libel.    Isn't  that  s  fng- 
menti    (Laughter.)     Then,  we  go  on  to  say  that,  besides  all  this,  it  has  comeoni 
in  the  case  that  tbe  finding  on  ihe  eighth  count,  while  we  do  not  oppose  it,  bu 
been  qualified  by  several  things,  and  especially  by  explanations  by  Professor  Smith 
from  lime  to  time.    Now,  1  know  that  these  explanations  have  been  somewba& 
sneered  at,  but  they  have  relieved  many.     (Hear,  hear.)     I  now  stand  hers  to  aay 
they  have  relieved  many — not  all.    Many  were  relieved  by  the  Glasgow  specehet, 
and  there  are  many  people  in  this  House  now  who  would  have  voted  againat  Profeaaor 
Smith,  but  who  will  now  vote  for  him  because  of  these  explanations.     Many  were  r^ 
lieved  by  the  speech  made  in  this  Hall  this  time  last  year,  and,  above  all,  I  knew  it 
is  a  fact  that  there  is  many  a  one  here  present  who  has  been  immensely  relieved  hj 
these  answers  to  the  amended  libel.     (Hear,  hear.)     In  that  answer  I  find  in  tht 
first  two  paragraphs — "  In  dealing  with  this  accusation  I  ask  it  to  be  observed  at 
the  outset  that  I  uphold  the  canonlcity  and  inspiration  of  tbe  Book  of  Desteii)- 
nomy  as  strenuously  as  my  most  determined  opponent  can  do."    Will  it  be  said 
that  this  gives  no  relief?    "It  has  often  been  insinuated  that  while  I  profess  to  le^ 
ceive  the  book  as  inspired,  I  mean  by  inspiration  something  different  from  what 
the  Confession  means.    I  ask  my  judges  to  r^ect  this  insinuation  as  injurious.    1 
am  willing  to  have  my  views  on  Deuteronomy  estimated  even  by  the  atrietest  doo 
trinea  of  plenary  inspiration,  and  I  am  confident  that  they  are  able  to  stsnd  tbe 
test."    (Applause.)     Now,  Moderator,  I  don't  mean  to  speak  about  this  answer  to 
the  amended  libel,  or  to  speak  about  the  present  state  of  tbe  ease.    We  will  bare 
that  before  us  in  some  form  or  other  if  we  get  to  probation,  and,  therefore,  like 
Sheriff  Cowan,  I  lay  all  these  things  aside.    Moreover,  we  don't  mean  in  any  vsy  t'. 
touch  this  decision  of  1878  so  justly  dear  to  so  many  people  hero.     There  is  bo 
occasion  for  us  to  touch  that  decision  of  1878 — none  whatever,  and  this  motion 
that  I  hold  no  more  touches  that  decision  than  the  motion  of  Sir  Heniy  Moncreiff 
himself.    The  decision  remains,  and  I  agree  very  much  with  Sir  Homy  Koncreiff 
and  others  when  they  say  that  the  decisions  of  Assemblies  should  not  bo  reversed. 
1  don*t  think  decisions  of  Assemblies  are  reversed.    Sometimes  deciaiona  of  Assesi- 
blies  die  natural  deaths.    I  don't  think  they  are  murdered,  and  we  have  do  intentioo 
here,  no  intention  whatever,  to  touch  this  decision.    Leave  it  there.    Leave  it  for 
what  it  is  worth.    Leave  it  as  the  protest  of  this  Church  against,  not  Profeswr 
Smitb'a  doctrine,  but  a  mistaken  view  of  it,  as  wo  ahall  see.    (Hear,  hear,  sad 
applause.) 

Wellj  I  think  that  in  all  this  preamble  we  are  not  veiy  different  (rem  Sir  Heaiv 
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MooeniiriBd  his  motion,  but  now  we  are  done  with  the  preamble  and  come  to  the 

nbitiiiM  of  the  motion.    I  differ  here  fh>m  my  friend  Sir  Heniy  Honcreifi,  I 

tdmit,  tad  rery  nnwillioglj.     We  have  been  excellent  companions  up  to  this  time, 

but  the  best  of  friends  mast  part.     (Laaghter.)     Now,  Moderator,  here  I  begin  to 

critidM  Sir  Henry  MonereifiTs  motion.     It  consists,  as  most  motions  do,  of  the 

pratnUeand  of  the  context,  and  as  I  speak  to  an  Assembly  in  large  part  clerica?^ 

I  perhaps  may  ose  a  familiar  illnstration.     The  preamble  and  the  rest  of  the  motion 

may  be  looked  upon  as  the  text  and  its  sermon,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  exe 

^eties!  naxim  to  "stick  to  your  text."    Now,  the  great  fault  I  have  got  to  find  with 

SirHeaiy  Monereiff's  motion  is,  that  in  the  ccnclnsion  he  does  not  stick  to  his  text. 

(Usghter.)    It  reminds  me  of  a  story  which,  as  it  is  against  myself,  I  shall  be  most 

lappylotelL    When  I  was  a  good  deal  younger  than  I  am  I  was  assistant  to  our 

Toeiable  fiither,  the  lato  Principal  Candlish,  and  I  sometimes  preached  in  hia 

church.    Being  a  very  young  man,  I  sometimes  indnlged  in  those  metaphysical 

esajtia  which  young  men  often  indalge.     (Langhter.)     There  was  in  that  congre- 

cition  a  Tery  devout  old  woman.     (A  Voice — "  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)     I  had 

BORisso  to  object  to  that,  because  it  was  a  very  important  thing  for  me.    I  think 

t^iiBO  person  who  can  criticise  sermons  so  well,  and  teach  young  men  where 

tbey  sn,  as  a  devout  old  lady.    (Langhter  and  applause.)     Well,  I  used  to  go  up  to 

kererery  Monday  morning,  and  then  she  criticised  my  sermon  with  great  severity, 

ttdoBone  particalar  occasion  I  went  up,  and  she  said  to  me — "Oh,  Mr.  Lindsay, 

}<n1l BO dae  ava'."    I  asked  why?    She  said — " It'll  no  dae  avaV    I  asked  again, 

lad ibe replied — "If  your  text  had  had  the  scarlet  fever  there  would  have  been  nae 

lev «'jOQr  sermon  eaiehtnV    (Great  langhter.)     Now^  Moderator,  with  all  defer- 

^•e^Ht  will  not  be  my  voice,  the  voice  of  a  young  man,  but  the  voice  of  the  old 

W^Isay  to  Sir  Henry — "If  your  preamble*'— well,  I  will  not  finish  it,  but  you 

>^lbsv«hat  I  mean.     (Laughter  and  applause.)     There  is  no  connection  between 

t^pteanble  and  the  motion.    But  what  is  it?    The  preamble  of  Sir  Henry  Mou- 

acif  i  motion  ia  really  just  as  much  the  preamble  of  Dr.  Beith's  motion  and  the 

pntikbleof  Dr.  Laidlaw'a  motion— just  as  much  as  any  of  these  it  declares  thac 

I^Bfctter  Smith  ia  not  guilty.    (Hear,  hear.)     He  has  not  yet  been  found  guilty. 

I  <iia*i  tfahik  we  require  to  put  that  stronger  than  it  was  put  by  Dr.  Begg.     He  has 

Mt  beea  found  guilty,  and  yet  you  ask  to  punish  him.     And  here  let  me,  with  all 

Mlwnity,  say  that  it  pains  me  exceedingly  to  go  against  the  leading  of  those  men 

■fMut  vhoae  leading  I  am  going  now.    Dr.  Adam  knows  full  well  that  in  Glasgow 

I  ifflpnmd  to  follow  him.     And  as  for  Dr.  Rainy,  he  knows  how  we  all  honour  and  to 

mere  him — (applanae) — how  many  of  us  have  made  him  our  model  to  live  and 

<ie  b^-^applanse) — and  yet,  Moderator,  we  must  go  against  him  now.    (Applause. } 

ii  it  too  late  to  hope  that  he  may  come  with  us  after  all  ?    (Applause.) 

Bat,  Moderator,  I  say,  seeing  that  I  do  not  wish  at  all  to  discuss  the  abstract 
<}«tttioo,  I  think  there  ia  a  very  different  question  involved  as  to  what  the  power 
^t  the  Cbureh  la  to  act  in  a  case  like  this.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  in  no  case 
the  Ohsveh  can  ever  dismiss  a  professor,  minister,  or  oflSce-bearer  of  any  kind 
*iihoat  regular  trial.  But  that  is  not  the  question  before  the  House.  If  that 
"^piy  were  the  queation  before  the  House,  there  would  be  something  else  to  come 
^  if  I  were  a  professor,  and  if  it  were  set  to  me  and  proved  to  me  that  my 
("Bttaaaaee  in  mj  ehair  was  a  grievous  wrong  to  the  Church,  I  should  not  ask 
ibsGeaenl  Anembly  to  dismiss  me.  If  I  were  a  free  man  I  would  sacrifice  myself 
'« the  good  of  the  Chureh.  Bui  that  is  not  the  case  with  my  beloved  friend 
Pisfettor  amitb.  He  is  tied  hand  and  foot  by  the  libel.  If  you  first  of  all  said  to 
bis,  We  shall  drop  this  libel,  then  you  can  go  to  him  as  a  free  man,  and  say- -We 
%  then  thioga  before  yon,  and  yon  can  take  them  Into  consideration ;  but  it  is  a 
■stterof  eoMeienee  in  him  not  to  resign  until  you  first  of  all  tell  him  he  is  guilt- 
^  Why  mdlce  it  impossible  for  him  to  make  a  self-sacrifice  ?  Why  not  first  of 
tiUrop  the  libel,  and  then  put  it  before  him,  or  proceed  by  whatever  way  you  likeJ 
^^Kve  ii  great  emelty  in  the  way  proposed— (applause) — and  in  not  allowing  a  man 
t^iaerifiee  himaelf  for  the  good  of  the  Church.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  it  is  said  that 
^n<naor  Smith  baa  loat  the  confidence  of  the  Church.  That  remains  to  be  proved. 
Hesr,  hear,  and  applause.)  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  read  a  letter  to-day  from  an 
«i<ier.  Well,  Moderator,  I  know  many  country  elders,  but  they  do  not  write  letters 
^  Sir  Hsttiy  Moiiet«ifi^(laoghter) — ^and  they  do  not  hold  the  views  that  are  held 
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by  thiB  elder.    I  have  been  going  about  preaching  a  good  deal  from  AberdeeaihiR 
to  Wigtownehlre,  in  the  last  six  or  seven  months,  and  I  never  mentioned  thU  cue 
of  Professor  Smith  to  any  one  unless  they  mentipned  it  first  to  me.    It  is  not  right 
for  me  to  do  so,  I  think.    Bat,  Moderator,  I  have  had  men  nmning  out  to  me  froa 
a  prayer  meetings  taking  hold  of  me  hy  Ijhe  hand,  and  saying — "  I  hope  yoa  sre  to  d« 
nothing  to  Professor  Smith  at  this  eoming  Assembly."    (A^Uoae.)    I  oonU  tell 
you  stories  of  country  elders  and  what  they  said  about  thla  oaae,  but  I  do  not  mat 
to  speak  evil  of  dignities,  and  so  I  shall  let  that  alone.    Kow,  I  doaotdeaj  ilut 
feelings  of  anxiety  liave  been  awakened.    Profeasor  Smith  doea  not  deay  it;  no 
one  does.    Nor  do  I  deny  but  that  there  may  be  some  "blame  laid  to  PiofeBMi 
Smith  for  that     (Applause.)    But  I  want  this  brought  out    I  believe  that  wbitii 
in  the  minds  of  a  great  many  people  here  is  not  so  much  Professor  Smith's  viein, 
but  the  tone  of  his  article.    (Applause.)    They  think  it  has  a  tone,  and  they  lay, 
"  Well,  if  he  teaches  that,  if  his  lectures  ave  in  that  aort  of  tone,  he  may  beget 
feelings  of  irreverence."    This  had  been  said  over  and  over  again.    But,  Kodentor, 
we  know  with  what  aort  of  tone  Professor  Smith  lectores,  because  we  hare  hid 
lecturee  of  his  published,  and  theae  lectures  I  hold  in  my  hand — ^I  wish  I  hsd  time 
to  read  an  extract  or  two — are  full  of  the  most  reverent  writing.     What  God 
teaches  us  to  seek  in  the  Bible,  the  plaoe  of  theology  in  the  work  and  growth  of 
the  Church,  that  essay  of  his  on  Hebrew  poetry  in  the  Quariaiy  Review,  th^  ue 
all  class  lectures.    Is  there  a  word  of  irreverence  in  them  £rom  kieginning  teeadi 
If  hope,  Moderator,  tha^  before  this  meeting  ends  some,  old  students  of  his  wUl  tell 
us  what  sort  of  teaching  he  got  from  his  old  profeasor  in  Aberdeen.    (Applaoie.) 
Professor  Lindsay's  time  being  now  expired,  he  resumed  his  seat) 

Mr.  BAKNERMaN,  Perth --It  is  of  great  importance,  Moderator,  that  the 
Assembly  should  realise  precisely  where  we  are,  and  what  considerations^  therefore, 
may  fairly  come  in  at  this  stage  of  the  case.  The  libel  comes  before  us  as  one 
which  has  been  found  relevant  and  served,  and  which  has  been  deolared  by  thin 
Assembly  to  be  now  ripe  for  probation.  In  ordinary  eireomstancea,  and  if  we  had 
only  the  Presbytery  to  consider,  I  fully  admit  that  the  course  proposed  by  Dr. 
Begg  would  be  the  natural  and  proper  one.  But  I  aubmif,  air,  that  the  drcoffl* 
stances  are  very  exceptional  ones,  and  that  exceptional  circnmstoncea  may  net  only 
justify  but  demand  a  somewhat  exceptional  course  of  action. 

We  have  before  us,  besides  the  libel,  the  whole  series  of  special  facts  and  eircam* 
stances  referred  to  in  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 's  motion,  of  whieh  I  shall  apeik  pr^ 
sently.  And  we  have,  iporeover,  the  paper  by  Profeasor  Smith  oallod  an  "  Answer 
to  the  amended  libel."  With  regard  to  that^  I  think  it  only  iisir  to  r^eat  what  1 
had  occasion  to  say  at  the  November  Commission,  that  there  are  statementa  in  that 
pamphlet  which  are,  in  my  judgment,  of  a  more  satisfhotory  kind  than  we  have  yet 
had.  There  are  limitations  or  explanations  of  Professor  Smith's  theory  of  Deutero- 
nomy given  there  which  tend  to  minimise  it  a  good  deal,  to  place  it  before  the 
general  mind  of  the  Church  in  a  much  less  objectionable  shape  than  that  which 
was  apt  to  be  assigned  to  it  (Hear,  hear.)  I  refer,  among  other  points,  to  the 
clearer  statements  as  to  the  historical  character  of  the  narraUTe  parts  of  Denteroaomy 
and  of  the  speeches  in  the  sense  explained  by  Professor  Smith,  which  i%  I  think,  a 
reasonable  and  legitimate  sense. 

Two  things  indeed  I  feel  disposed  to  say  again,  aa  I  did  in  November :— * 

(1)  It  is  a  great  pity  that  these  statements  were  not  made  sooner,  that  they  wezt^ 
not  made  to  the  College  Committee.  They  were  most  anzions  for  ezplanatioBi 
about  this  theory  of  Deuteronomy,  because  they  made  it  from  the  fi.rst^  jast  what  4 
has  become  in  the  libel,  a  teitimg  case.  And  in  view  of  that  I  waa  avpvised  to  htU 
Dr.  Xiaidlaw  and  others  to-day  lay  such  stress  on  the  libel  having  beeome  a  n 
**  fragment  **  of  what  it  once  was.  It  retaliu  prechiely  what  the  College  Commi 
regarded  as  the  most  important  matter,  the  teetlng  point.  They  aiingled  ent 
theory  about  Deuteronomy  as  "  the  leading  instance"  (p.  9)  of  wlutt  ih^  th 
objectionable  or  needing  great  explanation  in  Plrofesaor  Smith's  viawa.  Thi 
observed  that  he  "  adopted  this  theory  "  (p.  16),  while  of  other  speenlatlona  hespo' 
more  tentatively.  And  finally,  after  getting  special  explaaationa  from  him  a^ 
this  theory,  they  expressed  themselves  in  very  decided  language  aa  iioi  aatiefi 
(P.  8  f.) 

One  regreta  deeply  that  these  explanations  were  not  made  sooner,  and  made 
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tbMt  wio  voold  hxn  weleomod  iliem  so  wannly.  I  sm  as  far  as  poaaible  fh>iii  Im- 
palia^  a  ihadov  of  unvorthy  mottT«  to  Profeaaor  Smith.  But  even  his  wannest 
fnaik  OB  hardly  ezpeot  that  the  Chnreh  ahoald  look  npon  these  atatementa  in 
fdte  the  ame  light  when  made  now  at  the  eleyenth  honr,  and  after  the  jodgments 
•f  (he  tvo  last  Aaaembliea.    (Hear,  hear.) 

(2y  I  mij  ny  also,  in  paaaing:*  that  I  have  some  difficnUy  in  qnlte  reconciling 
<NM  or  two  of  the  etatementa  in  the  pamphlet  referred  to  with  the  extracta  in  the 
libd  ffiB  when  Tiewed  carefully  in  their  context  in  the  article  "  Bible."  (Hear^ 
ku.)  And  I  aay  ae  while  pretty  familiar  with  the  phraseology  of  continental 
IhaoriM  vUeh  mikt  mnoh  of  the  separate  ''law  book."  Tiiis,  howerer,  ia  a  sab- 
ordiaste  pointy  and  I  do  not  dwell  npon  it. 

Ia  (hcBMelTea,  I  repeat,  theae  explanations  or  limitationa  are  good  ao  far  as  they 
«•.  Tbert  may  be  room  for  more.  Bat  they  go  a  good  way  in  the  dii«ctloa  of 
niahaising  the  theoiy  and  placing  it  in  a  more  favourable  light  Bat  obaerre, 
Xtdflfitor,  at  what  point  they  come  in.  They  can  be  of  no  ase  for  defence  npon 
the  nlevaney.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  waa  decided  at  the  Glasgow  Asaembly.  The 
iedam  has  been  eonfimMd  by  the  action  of  Aaaembly,  Synod,  and  Presbytery  aince 
tka;  tad  after  the  eonelnaiTe  Tote  of  last  Tnesday,  as  has  been  frankly  admitted 
^  Dr.  Bell  to-day,  no  one  can  deny  that  this  Assembly  holds  that  the  coant  on 
Ihtterenoffly  liaa  been  effectiTely  found  relevant,  so  that  that  part  of  the  case  ia 
lettM  beyond  qneation.  Profeasor  8mtth*a  explanations,  therefore,  can  only  come 
fall  s  later  stage  pwt  of  them  aa  a  defence  against  the  probation  of  the  libel, 
Mi  that  be  gone  on  with,  and  the  rest  of  them  aa  a  plea  in  mitigation  of  sen- 
tcMt  (Hear.) 

Iks.  sir,  I  come  to  the  aeries  and  combination  of  special  facta  and  cireamatancea 
KfenI  to  in  the  motion  of  Sir  H.  Moncreiff.  There  is,  in  the  first  place,  the 
potability  of  an  indefinite  protraction  of  this  case,  with  the  certainty  of  great  evila 
unsg  if  it  ahonld  be  ao  protracted.  If,  aa  we  hold,  the  caae  coald  now  be  ended  so 
tt  sicqastely  to  guard  the  Interesta  of  truth  and  jostioe  and  the  other  great  interests 
tBTolnd,  sorely  it  ia  most  desirable  that  that  ahould  be  done.  (Hear,  hear.)  Extra. 
Mdin&iy  posaibilitiea  of  delay  have  developed  themselves  in  connection  with  this 
CM  ia  the  paat.  I  see  ominooa  openlnga  for  delay  still.  If  you  go  to  probation 
?0Q  most  hear  Profeaaor  Smith  upon  that  at  full  length.  Members  may  think  that 
it  if  a  nsrrow  and  teehnical  point  upon  which  probation  tuma  in  soch  a  libel  as 
(iui,  tad  that  Profeaaor  Smith  haa  aaid  publicly  that  he  has  no  defence  upon  the 
pnoC  Bat  it  wonld  be  quite  unfsir  to  hold  him  to  any  aueh  statement  aa  that  now. 
He  will  natoraily  demand  Ume  to  prepare  himself,  and  that  must,  of  course,  be 
nufenL  Ton  will  inevitably  be  thrown  beyond  the  limita  of  thia  Assembly.  We 
all  feel,  I  soppoae,  that  it  would  bo  very  nnsatiafactory|to  entrust  the  caae  to  a  Com- 
■ittioa.  I  8vbmit»  air,  that  it  is  a  very  aerions  responaibility  which  every  member 
*ill  tthe  upon  himaelf  who  runs  the  risk  of  further  indefinite  complications  by  vot- 
^>f  for  prohatioD,  which  nadoubtedly  means  voting  for  delay,  if  there  is  a  possibility 
•f  eleiiag  the  eaae  in  a  right  and  auitable  way  at  this  Assembly.    (Applause.) 

Agab,  it  ia  aarely  of  great  importance  in  disposing  of  this  case  *'  to  unite  as 
Uri^ly  aa  possible  the  members  of  Assembly  and  those  whom  they  represent 
^'^i^Mi^hoat  the  Church."  If  fathers  and  brethren  whom  we  all  respect  and  honour 
K«  their  way  to  uite  upon  thia  middle  ground  in  consistency  with  their  own  views 
ft'tbe  case,  and  with  the  eonrae  they  have  conscientiously  taken  In  the  past^  that  ia 
ttMlf  a  last  which  onght  to  have  due  weight  with  us.  Surely  one  important  interest 
^  bt  legsrded  in  thia  matter  ia  the  relief  of  Christian  conscience.  (Hear.)  There 
^y  be  hiethren,  miniaters,  and  eldera  who  have  their  difficulties  about  the  form  of 
^  libel,  er  abont  pointa  in  eonneetion  with  Deuteronomy,  critical  difficuUiea  in  that 
i<9WB,  laised  for  them  or  brought  into  stronger  light  by  recent  discussions,  as  to 
vbieb  they  do  not  yet  aaa  a  quite  aatisfkctory  solution.  We  may  not  agree  with 
I^CB ;  bat  wa  nnat  all  respect  their  feelings  and  conscientious  convictions,  and 
^BBie  te  meet  theae,  aa  we  know  in  not  a  few  cases  they  are  met  by  thia  moUon. 

Most  of  m  minlatcfa  know  well  what  it  ia  to  meet  aoch  difficultiea  aa  1  have 
'^'vnd  to— to  have  met  them  in  memomble  timea  in  one's  life.  We  know  how 
^  esoietimea  the  exeteiae  of  faith  and  the  neediVil  suspense  of  judgment  are 
^iA  they  call  for.  But  we  have  known  also  the  thrill  of  reassuring  coiltact  with 
^  SMi  vcritiaa  of  the  Qeapel,  what  it  ia  to  see  and  feel  anew  the  relative  import- 
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tnee  of  Uie  proofn  for  the  icfioU  of  the  reveUtioo  and  tht  reeorU  tnd  of  ihe  diffieulUa 
in  the  pcui,  and  that  we  might  well  leaTe  our  difficvUiee — nnaoWed,  perhape,  with  nW 
oor  use  of  present  light — in  Qod's  hand,  and  could  afford  to  waiL  We  may  taiely 
ask  brethren  who  hare  their  unaoWed  critical  difficulties,  or  who  are  anzioai  sboQt 
freedom,  to  recognise  the  desire  shown  in  this  motion  not  to  put  pressure  ia  vaj 
way  upon  conscience,  but  so  to  dispose  of  the  case  as  to  unite  as  largely  ss  potiibie 
the  members  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Church. 

But  I  say  farther,  Moderator,  thai  Sir  H.  Monereiff 's  motion  meets  me  josi  st 
the  point  at  whioh  I  should  be,  supposing  that  this  libel,  which  has  been  foosd 
relerant,  should  in  the  end  by  some  remarkable  contlngen<qr,  some  inBoi&ciency  or 
incorrectness  in  the  extracts,  be  found  not  proTcn.  I  should  then  be  face  to  face 
with  the  question  of  confidence.  Now,  I  indicated  distinctly  in  last  Assenbiy  tbit 
that  was  with  me  the  main  practical  question.  1  said  then,  and  I  say  now,  tbst  ii 
is  essential  for  a  professor  that  he  should  hsTe  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  Cbnrfb. 
(Applause.)  1  said  then  that  I  and  many  others-^who  could  say,  as  ray  friend  Mr. 
Wbyte  said  in  last  Assembly,  that  we  had  nerer  brought  this  case  into  our  palpik, 
or  prayer-meeting,  or  Bible-class,  and  that  we  had  done  all  in  our  power  to  sllsy 
unreasoning  and  unreasonable  alarm  about  it — that  we  were  reluctantly  coming  lo 
the  conclusion  thst  Professor  Smith  does  not  possess  the  qualifications  needfol  for 
the  Church  placing  confidence  in  him  as  a  professor. 

Some  of  the  grounds  for  that  opinion,  as  regards  the  mental  eharacteniUei 
shown  in  Professor  Smith's  writings,  the  process  by  whioh  he  seems  often  to  resih 
his  conclusions  and  the  tone  in  which  they  are  enunciated,  I  indicated  in  last 
Assembly ;  and  I  abide  by  all  that  1  said  then.  But  look  now  at  the  grounds  for 
want  of  confidence  stated  in  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's  motion. 

Before  doing  so,  howerer,  I  may  meet  the  question — Is  it  fair,  is  it  jost,  to  looce 
a  professor  from  his  chair  on  the  ground  of  want  of  confidence  f  In  reply,  I  woold 
say,  it  depends  altogether  upon  the  amount  and  character  of  the  £scts  upon  which 
you  establish  the  want  of  confidence  alleged.  It  would  be  most  unfair  to  propose 
any  such  action  on  the  basis  of  some  rague  alarm,  or  of  a  single  hasty  Tote  in  ibe 
General  Assembly.  It  is  an  unusual  prooednre,  and  certainly  should  be  rery  wsritj 
gone  about;  but  it  may  be  warranted  and  eyen  demanded  by  unusual  cirenmstsncea 
and  exceptional  facts. 

I  hAd,  Moderator,  with  regard  to  a  miniater — ^although  all  lathers  and  brethren 
here  may  not  agree  with  me — that  prored  and  continued  inefficiency,  manifest  snd 
conspicuous  unsnitableness  for  the  functions  of  his  office  in  that  sphere  of  Isboor, 
apart  from  strictly  moral  blame,  is  enough  to  warrant  the  Chnreh  in  loosing  hin 
from  his  charge.  Of  course,  in  such  a  esse,  the  mind  of  the  congregation  sad  of 
the  Presbytery  would  have  to  be  fully  brought  out  and  eonalderwl.  Ton  would 
require  to  guard  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  with  much  care,  to  hare  strong  sod 
carefully*weighed  evidence;  but  I  hold  that  in  itself  that  is  a  thing  which  in  certsm 
special  circumstances  it  would  be  right  and  just  to  do.  We  all  admit  that  proTtd 
suitableness  is  an  essential  element  in  a  call  to  a  congregation  I  I  hold  that,  in 
certain  peculiar  circumstances,  prpved  unsuitableness  might  be  a  good  and  soffidest 
ground  for  loosing  a  miniater  from  a  psrticolar  charge. 

Now,  I  submit,  sir,  that  this  applies  d  fortiori  to  a  professor.  The  position  of  a 
professor  is  in  some  respects  higher,  more  delicate,  and  peculiar  tbaa  that  of  s 
minister.  It  Is  far  more  essential  to  his  disehaiging  his  duties  with  profit  snd  to 
edification  that  he  have  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  Church  at  large.  If,  therefore,  he 
loses  that  confidence  to  a  aerions  extent  and  through  a  oonsiderable  length  of  time, 
say,  several  years,  that  makes  him  unsuitable  for  his  office ;  and  if  that  be  saffidently 
proved,  it  is  competent  and  jost  for  the  Chnreh  to  remove  him  from  his  ehair. 

The  principle  for  which  I  am  arguing.  Moderator,  waa  frankly  admitted  by  Br. 
Laidlaw,  as  one  would  expect  from  his  ikmiliarity  with  the  doctrine  of  the  natore 
and  powers  of  the  Church  of  Christ  as  expounded  by  our  best  writers  on  that  subject ; 
it  has  been  conceded  also,  I  think,  by  others  in  this  debate,  so  that  I  may  probahly 
assume  that  the  justice  of  the  abstract  principle  of  the  proposal  now  made  is  not 
denied,  and  that  the  only  question  Is  as  to  the  justice  of  the  parliealar  ^>pIleatioB. 

Granting  that  this  may  be  a  right  and  oompetent  thing  for  the  Chnreh  to  dc  in 
certain  circumstances,  is  it  a  right  and  fair  thing  to  do  in  present  drcamstancesl 

Professor  Smith  states  in  his  "  Open  Letter  to  Dr.  Rainy/  which  he  has  pot,  1 
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beliere^  into  the  hands  of  erery  member  of  this  House : — "  Every  office-bearer  of  our 
Cbureh  holdi  bia  ebary^e  ad  vUam  aut  eulpam ;  he  eannoi  be  remoTed  from  the 
4£Ure  Mrrtce  of  the  Church  against  his  will  till  a  faolt  has  been  proren  against 
^ffl  "*  (p.  5).  In  auppon  of  this  viev,  he  qaotes  from  Pardovan  that "  the  loosing:  of 
Lbe  putoral  tie  ...  if  it  be  a  punishment,  can  be  inflicted  upon  none  without 
;heir  (aalL"  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  that,  Moderator,  on  the  grounds  indicated 
Ureadj  bj  Sir  Henry  Monereiff,  and  for  the  reasons  I  hare  now  stated.  The  motion 
of  Sir  Henry  MonerufT  does  not  speak  of  punishment,  and  I  should  prefer  to  rest 
Bj  iopport  of  it  on  the  broad  ground  that  when  a  professor  has  manifestly  lost  the 
co&fideoee  of  the  Church,  and  that  can  be  prored  not  by  vague  allegations  about 
liana,  hot  by  solid  and  incontrorertible  £scts,  that  proves  unsuitableness  for*  his 
(^tSQe,  aad  it  is  right  that  he  should  be  loosed  from  it. 

fist  suppose  that  you  take  Professor  Smith's  own  ground.  In  this  case  it  is 
adjDtUed  on  all  handa  that  he  haa  been  in  fault.  The  motions  which  deal  most 
mikiiy  with  him  adnit  it.  Dr.  Laidlaw  says  that  "  the  publication  of  his  views  was 
^u«d  to  oeeasion  much  anxiety  and  alarm  among  the  people  of  God."  He  is  to  be 
'^ B^gently  admonished "  on  this  aoeouot,  although  his  views,  the  motion  holds,  "do 
ut  coDtadict  the  Confessional  doctrine  in  such  a  way  as  to  necessitate  censorial 
atieipliBe  beyond  what  may  have  been  involved  in  his  having  been  already 
t^apoiarily  suspended  from  the  work  of  his  chair."  Dr.  Beith  ''  finds  Professor 
Saitii  blameworthy,"  that  he  *'  haa  occaaioned  much  anxiety  in  the  Church,  and 
liTtt  olEnce  to  many  brethren,''  and  that  he  ought  to  be  "  solemnly  admonished." 
U  kss  been  objeeied  to  our  motion  that  it  deals  with  Professor  Smith  as  if  in 
^it,  «Ule  dropping  the  libel  againat  him.  It  does  not  lie,  Moderator,  I  think,  with 
Uieiipportera  of  Dr.  Beith  and  Dr.  Laidlaw  to  object  on  that  ground.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Tk/iho  drop  the  libel,  and  forthwith  proceed  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith  in  the 
«ij  «f  solemn  admonition,  and  speak  of  the  degree  of  *'  censorial  discipline"  neces* 
*>?•  The  only  question  with  them  can  be  as  to  the  amount  of  fault  and  the  way 
u  vJueh  it  can  be  adequately  dealt  with.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Bat,  as  I  laid  before,  I  prefer  to  reat  upon  the  broader  ground  of  want  of 
«Q&lc&ee,  when  proved,  necessarily  involving  nnsnitableness,  and  the  right  and 
iaij  of  the  Chunsh  in  such  a  ease  to  exercise  her  inherent  self-regulating 
pwer. 

Uokiog,  then,  at  the  faets  bearing  on  the  question  of  confidence  which  are 
!«SuTed  to  in  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs  motion,  you  have,  first  of  all,  the  College 
CoBiaiittee's  Beport  in  1877.  Dr.  Beith'a  motion  refers  to  one-half  of  that  com- 
aiUe«'s  jodgment,  the  negative  half.    What  was  the  positive  t 

The  College  Committee  went  carefully  and  minutely  into  the  whole  matter 
^^roogh  a  sub-oommittee  of  their  number,  consisting  of  Principal  Douglas,  Principal 
^T,  Dr.  Gkiold,  Mr.  Langhton,  and  others.  They  put  themselves  into  commnni- 
euioa  with  Profeaaor  Smith,  and  reported  especially  regarding  his  theory  of 
i^teronomy : — **  It  ia  held  (by  Professor  Smith)  that,  in  the  intention  of  the  writer 
^  it,  the  sscription  to  Moses  of  the  whole  series  of  utterances  which  form  the  chief 
cwteata  of  Deuteronomy  was,  and  was  to  be  taken  as,  virtual  and  ideal  only.  This 
ii  a  representation  which  certainly  appears  to  many  minda  to  impute  an  insincere 
lad  uatruthfui  oae  of  the  name  of  Moaes,  and  ao  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  fidelity 
»ad  Tccaeity  of  the  Divine  Word.  It  appears  objectionable  also  as  sacrificing  the 
biitorieal  character  of  a  book  which  we  are  accustomed  to  think  was  received  in  its 
^li^OQs  sense  by  the  whole  Church,  Jewish  and  Christian,  and  by  our  Lord  Himself. 
...  It  is  natonl  to  apprehend,  moreover,  that  the  method  here  suggested  may  be 
fxieaded  in  the  way  of  surrendering  to  objectors  the  literal  credibility  of  other 
^ookf  of  Seriptnre  heretofore  reeeivwl  as  historical"  (p.  15).  They  refer  to  their 
"aaxiety  as  to  the  influenee  likely  to  be  exerted  on  students  under  Professor 
^^aith's  tuition.  Apprehension  exisU  that  the  line  adopted  may  lead  some  of 
Utea  to  eoacluaions  adverse  to  the.  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures.  ...  In  this  view 
>^  is  felt  to  bo  uBsatis£sctoxy  that  Professor  Smith  does  not  seem  alive  to  danger  on 
^  tide,  nor  oonsciooa  of  the  riak  he  runa  of  awakening  distrust "  (p.  17). 

Professor  Smith  "  aooeptc "  the  sub-committee's  report  regarding  his  theory  of 
I^tcioBomy  *<  as  on  the  ji^hole  a  very  fair  repreaentadon  of  my  position  "  (p.  20). 

Wha  waa  the  eopclusion  of  the  College  Committee  after  all  this  careful 
'MtsttgaiionI    *'Tho  eon^mittoo,  after  fully  considering  Professor  Smith'a  explana- 
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tionsy  are  <^liged  to  naj  that  they  oontimia  to  regard  thie  poeitlon  with  grare 
coneem.  .  >  •  The  bypoUieais  of  inepirsd  persdaation,  applied  to  the  contents  of 
■aeh  a  boo|:  aa  ]>e«tetoiiomy,  appears  to  UMm  higfhlj  qnealloaahle  in  iuelf  md  in 
iti  conaeqaenoea.  The  ezplaiiailoDa  prodveed  by  Proleasor  Smith  in  hii  etatement 
have  not  relieT44  the  appMhenaiona  of  the  oomnlttee.  They  appear  rather  to  inak« 
more  evident  tho  Btqmhling-bloek  for  readen  of  the  Bible  arising  frdm  the  theoiy* 
(p.  8)«  They  apprehend  *'  that  the  theory  of  an  inspired  and  non^decep^fre  petioni- 
tion  will  not  generally  lOomBMrndasaent ;  and -then  the  admission  that  the  statemente 
of  the  book  regarding  Mosea  are  not  tne  In  the  obTiona  sense,  will  operate,  it  mar 
be  fearedf  in  the  way  of  nnsettling  belief.  »  .  •  They  oannot  withhold  the  eiprenion 
of  their  opinion  that  the  artiole,  in  opposition  to  Profeasor  Smith's  arowed  intention. 
is  of  a  dangerous  and  nnsettling  tendency  **  (p.  10). 

Thai  is  the  yerdict^  Moderator,  of  the  most  faTonrable  and  friendly  jaiy  which 
Professor  Smith  could  possibly  hare  had.  They  regard  hb  position  as  to  Dentero- 
nomy  "  with  grave  eoneeni/'  as  <*  highly  qneatlonabl^  in  itself  and  In  its  eonK- 
qoenoes."  They  pronounce  his  teaching  to  be  not  only  ''unsettling''  bot  "dan- 
gerous." That  ia  "  culpth*'  ^  jou.  like  to  call  it  so,  found  alter  the  fairest  and  moit 
favourable  trial.  That  in  itaelf  ia  at  leaat  something  more  serious  than  can  he 
adequately  disposed  of  by  a  aimple  admonition  from  the  chair.     (Hear,  hear.) 

But  that  .is  not  nearly  all.  You  have,  further,  the  whole  proceedings  and  deci- 
sions of  three  snccesaive  Assemblies  regarding  this  ease.  You  have  the  sense  of 
danger  indicated  and  permanently  embodied  in  the  prooeediags  ot  those  years. 
TiJce,  in  particular,  the  judgment  of  the  Glasgow  Assembly.  Ko  one  supposei 
now  that  the  fact  of  that  being  an  efficient  Judgment  on  the  relevancy  of  this  libel 
can  be  questioned.  We  all  know  that  in  a  libel  for  heresy  or  dangerous  error,  to 
all  practical  purpoaes  the  relevancy  ia  the  proot  The  repeated  and  strenDotis 
efforta  of  Professor  Smith  to  get  back  to  the  relevancy,  to  reopen  that  question,  and 
to  fight  his  case  upon  it^  suffioiently  show  the  importance  which  he  Justly  attached 
to  it.  Technically,  indeed,  the  proof  still  remains  to  be  taken.  But  what  does 
probation  mean  in  auch  a  libel  aa  the  present  ?  Simply  this :  IMd  the  accnied 
write  that  article,  and  are  the  extracts  from  it  oorrecUy  and  sufficiently  given  ^ 
{**  Oh,  oh.")  That  can  be  questioned,  Moderator,  only  by  those  who  are  un£uniliar 
with  the  law  and  practice  of  Uie  Church  in  cases  of  this  kind.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
fact  has  been  already  referred  to  by  a  previoua  spesker  to-day,  that  Professor  Smith 
hinuelf  said  publicly  in  his  presbyteiy  (Oct  22,  1878),  that ''  he  had  no  defence  on 
the  matter  of  proof."  I  do  not  think,  indeed,  that  such  a  statement  should  in  the 
least  prevent  him  from  bringing  forward  whatever  he  may  now  Judge  it  right  to  nj 
in  his  defence  if  the  libel  goes  to  probation,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Begg.  There  are 
materiaU,  as  it  seems  to  me,  in  his  '^  Answer  to  the  amended  Ubel/'l  which  might 
be  available  for  that  purpose.  But  the  statement  shows  dearly  his  own  vicv  of  the 
comparative  importance,  in  such  a  libel  as  this,  of  the  relevancy  and  the  prooC 

The  result  of  the  Assembly's  judgment  on  the  relevancy  is,  that  the  theory  of 
Deuteronomy  contained  in  those  extracts  has  been  condemned.  It  is  not  yet  settled. 
indeed,  wheUier  that  is  Professor  Smith's  theory,  becauae  it  has  not  yet  been  prored 
whether  the  extracts  are  correctly  and  suffioiently  given.  But  the  theory  contained 
in  them  has  been  condemned,  and  it  remains  so,  whatever  motion  is  eanled  to-dij. 
It  cannot  be  taught  in  a  chair  of  the  Free  Chureh,  or  in  a  pulpit  of  the  Free  Church, 
supposing  any  minister  were  so  ill-adviaed  aa  to  drag  critical  speculations  of  thU 
sort  into  the  pulpit.  (Hear,  hear.)  Dr.  Laidlaw  baa  told  us  that  he  wishes  Pro- 
fessor Smith  to  survive,  but  not  his  views  ;  that  he  considers  his  views  to  be  against 
the  tttUinony  of  the  Church,  though  not  against  its  Standards,  and  that  lie  wnnld 
like  that  to  be  brought  out.  Well,  Moderator,  the  judgment  of  the  Glasgow 
Assembly  is  the  testimony  of  the  Chureh  on  this  subject ;  and  it  is  a  pretty  clear 
and  unmistakable  testimony  to  all  who  consider  Its  bearings.    (Applause.) 

It  may  be  said  that  the  Assembly  was  evenly  divided  last  year.  Yes ;  hut  upon 
what  t  Upon  the  question  whether  the  ordinary  course  should  be  followed,  and  i 
libel  served  after  having  been  found  relevant ;  or  whether  it  should  be  suspended  foi 
a  year,  and  another  committee  empowered  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith.  Kot  a  fe« 
voted  with  Dr.  Bainy  who  were  strongly  opposed  to  iProfesMr  Smith  upon  the 
merits,  b^lwho  wished  to  exhaust  every  posalbility  of  ezplanittion.  It  was  not  a 
dirision  upon  the  merita.    It  ia  the  poU^  of  the  enemiea  of  the  truth  and  of  the 
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Ckwk  to  repment  U  u  snch.  (Hear,  hear.)  Bot  sappoBO  it  had  been.  Do  joa 
imagiiM  it  j>ofsible  far »  profeMor  to  ezereiae  his  fanetiODS  in  an  edifjing  and  usefal 
fijr,  if  OBA-half  oTen  of  (1m  Ohuek  hare  lost  confidence  in  liim,  and  hare  pablicly 
tad  eaphatkaltj  proclaimed  the  fact  t  And  Dr.  Adam  haa  told  na  how  many  of  tb« 
ninoritjf  U  Imt  AaaemUly  an  in  the  aame  poaition  aa  regarda  the  qaeation  of  con^ 

dt,  Beiih'f  motion  allegea  that  "  the  eoaraa  of  the  eaaci  haa'Confiraied  the  report 
«f  ^  CoUege  Committee,  in  ita  negative  part.  There  are  Jaarely  for  atronger 
gnHDdi  for  maintaining  that  ita  poeitive  part  haa  been  abundantly  confimed.  The 
Csikgt  Confflittee— Profeaior  Smith'a  own  eolleagnea— told  the  Ohareh  that  his 
^^totj  of  Deotaronomy^  after  full  ezplanationa  from  him,  waa  in  thMr  judgment 
"UgUyqaeationableinitaelf  and  in  ita  conaeqoeneea ; "  that  hia  teaching  in  hia 
pobUiked  wiitingBwaB  not  only  '<  unaettling  "  but  ^' dangeroiia."  That  aenae  of 
<UaCtr  ia  the  line  of  new  and  diacuttion  adopted  by  Profeaeof  Smith  haa  not  been 
tilMjtd  sUwe  1877.  It  ia  to  no  vague  alarm  or  outside  uttenncea  that  we  refer,  but 
u»  ooavicfcions  and  conclnaiODa  indicated  and  embodied  in  the  discuasfona  and  deci* 
^«a«  of  thzee  Aiaemblieflb  Theae  are  incontrovertible  and  irreversible  facts.  We 
«uBot  igQwe  them.  They  seem  to  ua  to  prove  that  the  situation  haa  become 
pneticaUy  omrorfcable,  that  ProfiessorBmith  no  longer  retains  that  measure  of  con* 
i^«a(«  <n  Uie  part  of  the  Church  which  ia  necessary  to  the  edifying  and  useful  per* 
iamnetofhiaprofeaaorial  work.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Nov,  Hoderator,  if  when  we  look  to  all  the  facta  and  cirenmatancea  of  the  caae,  we 
ucubettatJty  ahutnp  to  that  conclusion,  it  is  surely  fairer  and  more  atraightforward 
(*  tte  the  reaponaibility  of  aaying  so,  and  of  looaiog  Professor  Smith  from  hia 
^tt  that  ground,  than  to  put  him  into  a  position  in  which  he  may  feel  it  needful 
*r  tilik  it  advisable  to  gplve  in  hia  reaignation.  That  ia  one  objection  which  I  have 
t*I^  laidlaw'a  motion,  especially  aa  expounded  by  Mr.  Innes.  He  seemed  sob* 
itutiiUy  to  incline  to  that  solution  of  the  difficuitjr,  and  to  support  the  motion 
wuie  U  might  lead  to  it. 

Tk  futs  to  which  I  have  zefenred  bear  upon  Profeuor  Smith's  professorial 
^as^mi.  They  do  not  neceaaitate  or  requiro  that  he  should  lose  his  status  as  a 
^iii^a.  Although  it  seema  to  me  that  he  haa  loat  the  confidence  of  the  Church 
ut  professor, — ^I  do  not  aay  imtrievably  or  for  ever, — ^I  truat^  aa  it  waa  said  in  the 
^^fnooB,  that  we  may  retain  him  aa  a  miniater  of  the  Churob.  (Interraptlon,  and 
ccaof^Time.")  lanpport,  then,  the  motion  of  Sir  Heniy  Moucrdfi;  because  I 
^^e  it  best  securea  the  intereata  of  tmth  and  justice,  of  conacience,  and  the  peace 
of  Ote  Chveh.    (Applanae.) 

Hr.  OOILYY,  Motherwell,  rose  to  support  Dr.  Laidlaw'a  motion.  He  sup* 
Ktcd  it  becauae  it  got  rid  of  the  libel.  He  did  not  wish  to  find  Professor  Smith 
er.ber  s  heretic  or  not  a  herotic  in  connection  with  this  matter.  The  Professor 
did  set  deny  any  doctrine  of  thia  Churob,  and  in  such  a  case  he  deprecated  putting 
» eoutmetion  of  Biblical  criticism  into  a  libel.  He  did  not  agree  with  him,  but 
Ejected  TSiy  much  to  the  statements  which  he  put  forth  to  the  world,  but  he  was 
^}  pKpsred  to  commit  the  Churoh  to  any  definite  decision  on  the  subject  of 
Biblicsl  enUeism.  He  theroforo  thought  they  ought  to  be  very  cautions,  before 
^  proeoflded  to  take  audi  a  atep  aa  waa  implied  in  some  of  the  other  motioDB. 

He  lopported  it  at  the  aame  time  becauae  it  disclaimed  the  responsibility  of  the 
^uch  for  the  Professor's  views.  He  disclaimed  them  himself,  aud  wanted  the 
v^reh  to  be  free  from  any  complication  with  them. 

Bat  he  sapported  it  also  because  it  reponed  Professor  Smith,  and  erred,  if  it 
^^  at  ally  on  the  aide  of  generosity.  He  thought  Professor  Smith  had  perhaps 
J^  teted  towarda  them  in  so  frank  and  handsome  a  way  aa  he  might  have  done, 
°Qt  they  should  deal  generously  with  him,  and  not  bis  trammelled  by  mero  formal 
onuoi.  This  waa  a  court  of  conscience,  and  not  merely  of  law,  and  they  should 
Siy«  effect  to  whatever  decision  seemed  to  them  to  be  in  accordance  with  Christian 
P'^le  and  right  reason.  He  thought  that  they  would  find  it  moro  to  their 
^viatsge  sa  a  Church  to  act  in  the  way  of  generosity,  than  in  that  of  extrome 
Jtttice.  Of  eouxse,  in  sending  him  back  to  his  chair,  it  would  be  with  auch  admoni- 
^as  aad  instrnetiona'  aa  might  be  neceaeory  to  lecure  that  in  future  he  would 
^^  oat  the  purposes  of  the  chair  in  perhapa  a  better  way  than  he  had  done  in 
**^  put.  At  the  aame  time,  he  begged  to  xemind  the  House  that  Profenor  Smith 
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was  not  ckarged  with  anj  fault  in  connection  with  his  cltfiB.  His  fsnlt  wu  io 
connection  with  m  not  rerj  popular  publication,  and  if  the  matter  had  not  been 
stirrod  up  in  another  quarter,  it  might  not  hare  been  heard  of.  He  had  no  perBOBftl 
knowledge,  bni  had  read  with  great  satisfaction  the  testimony  botne  bj  former 
students  to  Professor  Smith's  conduct  in  his  professoriate,  and  they  might  confi- 
dently hope,  that,  if  sent  back  to  his  chair,  with  the  admonition  of  this  Ass^mblr, 
and  the  lessons  of  the  past  three  years,  he  will  render  excellent  service  to  ihe 
Ohnreh,  and  perhaps  employ  a  still  higher  criticism  in  refating  those  opioiou 
which  have  given  so  much  trouble. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Corsock,  speaking  in  support  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's  motion,  uid 
ihat»  without  prejudging  the  case,  Professor  Smith  stood  before  them  ss  the  ex- 
ponent of  a  great  wave  of  opinion  which  originated  in  Qermany,  had  now  submerged 
Holland,  had  swept  over  England,  and  was  now  dashing  upon  our  Scottish  shorei 
Were  the  views  the  professor  had  given  forth  the  result  of  some  personal  idio«7iierA- 
cies,  they  wonld  not  hare  been  filled  with  anxiety  and  alarm.     He  felt  tlut  he 
owed  himaelf  very  mnoh  to  the  stndy  of  German  theology  and  criticism,  but  on^ 
essential  condition  was  that  they  should  bring  to  such  study  an  independent  jadg- 
ment  and  Scotch  caution.     Unfortunately,  Professor  Smith  had  shown  a  want  of 
those  qualities.    He  had  been  too  reeeptive.    He  had  been  receptire  of  Scottish 
orthodoxy,  so  that  he  had  the  reputation  of  being  highly  orthodox ;  but,  oa  the 
other  hand,  he  had  swallowed  some  of  the  rashest  concludons  of  the  higher  eriti- 
eiam.    In  &et,  he  had  made  an  amalgam  such  as  the  world  had  not  yet  seen.   The 
exponents  of  the  higher  criticism  were  astonished  that  a  man  with  their  views  coald 
believe  in  the  doctrine  of  inspiration,  and  sober  Christian  men  were  amased  thai 
a  man  who  held  the  doctrine  of  inspiration  could  take  up  with  such  critical  theories. 
Proiessor  Smith  had  spoken  in  too  high  a  tone,  and  had  put  his  seience  in  soeh  a 
position  as  to  make  ordinary  people  dependent  on  his  conclusions — to  forbid 
Christian  people  to  partake  of  the  manna  which  came  from  above,  unless  it  paned 
through  iiii  critical  sieve.    A  party  had  arisen  in  Qermany  many  years  ago,  wh» 
professed  to  harmonise  the  interests  of  faith  with  the  results  of  rationalistie  crltSeittiL 
They  called  themselves  Die  denkglitubigen,  or  ''The  Believing  Thinkers.**    i& 
orthodox  professor  of  Berlin,  on  being  asked  who  and  what  they  were,  aptly  replied— 
"  They  are  people  who  think  that  they  believe,  and  who  believe  that  they  think." 

It  was  of  importance  they  should  clearly  apprehend  the  point  at  issne.  He  htd 
heard  that  day  some  extraordinary  statements — for  example,  that  the  whole  qoettioD 
with  which  they  were  concerned  at  present  was  whether  Moses  wrote  the  Book  of 
Deuteronomy  or  not.  This  was  an  entire  mistake,  as  stated  in  the  Collie  report 
some  years  ago,  although  it  might  l>e  an  uncommon  and  somewhat  dangeroiu 
opinion  that  the  book  was  not  written  till  many  centuries  afterwards.  That  vis, 
however,  altogether  beside  the  mark.  The  real  question  was  whether  it  wu  i 
genuine  history,  containing  historical  facts — facts  relating  to  the  real  law  given  in 
the  circumstances  and  at  the  times  related  in  the  history.  The  Church  laid  down 
no  theory  or  instruction  for  the  guidance  either  of  the  critic  or  the  exegete;  lot 
then  the  professor  must  see  to  it  that  when  he  came  to  conclusions,  these  conela^ 
sions  were  not  in  ooUision  with  any  doctrine  of  the  Word  of  Ood.  If  not  he  eooM 
not  remain  a  teacher  of  the  Church,  because  the  doctrines  laid  down  in  the  Confes- 
sion of  Faith  were  the  basis  of  their  common  fellowship.  The  point  on  which  the 
question  turned  wss  just  this — Whether  tliis  Church  could  condemn  critical  con- 
clusions which  were  not  expressly  mentioned  or  censured  in  the  Confession  t  That 
was  the  real,  vital  principle  in  this  whole  controversy ;  and  if  he,  for  his  part,  eav 
that  point  iSairly  settled,  he  should  be  very  content,  whatever  was  made  of  ProfeMor 
Smith  afterwaids.  Let  them  not  mistake  the  gravity  of  the  present  occasion.  The 
wave  of  opinion  to  which  he  had  referred  liad  passed  over  Qermany — (laughter)--- 
and  Holland,  and  where  wero  their  churches  now  t  They  were  down,  and  at  thie 
time  there  were  atheists  found  preaching  in  some  of  their  pulpits,  and  what,  if 
possible,  was  worse,  distributing  the  elements  of  the  Holy  Supper  side  by  side  with 
orthodox  ministers.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  The  testimony  of  the  Refoinu 
tion,  that  the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  alone,  is  the  religion  of  Protestants,  was  down 
in  Qermany,  down  in  Holland,  practically  down  over  the  way — (hear,  hear) — and 
now  this  Church  stood  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle. 

Mr.  HUQH  MACKINTOSH,  Qltsgoir,  ssid-^In  rising  to  q^  oa  the  qaesUoa 
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hdtn  the  Hoaae^  I  feel  called  on  to  ftUte  at  the  ouUet  that  I  shoald  not  bare  pre- 
ftuffled  to  ujr  oae  word  on  this  great  eaae  had  it  not  been  that  I  had  the  priFilego 
of  itadjiog  under  Profeasor  Smith  daring  the  two  laat  yeara  of  my  theological 
amitf  tad  bad,  therefore,  the  opportunity  of  knowing,  as  few  in  thia  Houae  have 
iud,  tbe  real  cbaraeter,  tendency,  and  effect  of  hia  teaching  upon  students ;  and  I 
iro^  tberefore,  that  the  Hooae  will  bear  with  me  while  I  aeek  to  testify  in  this 
nuaaer,  u  many  of  hia  old  atudents  have  done  in  another  way,  to  the  character, 
abUUy,  aeqoirementa,  and  leaching  of  our  honoured  and  beloved  teacher,  now  upon 
bii  trisl  at  yoor  bar,  and  likely  to  have  decided  thia  day  the  course  and  prospects 
of  Us  thole  fatore  lifa  (Applause.)  1  trust,  also,  that  you  will  permit  me  to 
lai^te  ihortly  my  views  of  thia  caae,  and  my  reasons  for  the  same,  and  why  I  feel, 
uueld  student,  shut  up  to  vote  for  Dr.  Beith's  motion,  and  why  I  consider  that, 
if  SirHeoiy  Monereiff*s  motion  is  carried,  a  great  injuatice  will  be  done  to  Professor 
SaiUi,  a  serious  injury  inflicted  on  truth,  a  severe  check  pot  upon  Biblical  stuily. 
t  rioleat  shock  given  to  our  ecclesiaatical  conatitution,  and  an  irreparable  injury 
'laae  lo  oar  beloved  Free  Chnreh.  I  feel  called  on  to  do  ao  all  the  more  because  his 
Mfvpottd  eril  influence  on  students  has  been  one  main  charge  brought  against  him 
>a  UiU  caie,  aad  ia  indeed  implicitly  made  one  great  ground  of  the  propoaed  dis* 
asal  of  him  from  his  ekair  while  continuing  him  as  a  minister  of  the  Chureh. 

Ia  r^ard  to  his  character,  so  straightforward,  tranaparent,  and  upright ;  his 

^h  *o  ^ratty  varied,  and  promising ;  his  acquirements,  so  vast,  accurate,  and 

luneiioai;  his  teaching  power,  so  thorough,  stimulatiog,  and  enthosiastie — it  is 

Mi^  to  say  almoat  anything,  for  they  are  acknowledged,  admired,  and  rejoiced 

laVjiU  who  have  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  him;  and  I  shallf  therefore,  only 

nyUitl  endorse  folly,  although  I  have  not  signed  it,  all  that  is  stated  of  him,  as 

i^tetUags,  in  the  circular  signed  by  a  number  of  his  old  students,  and  sent,  I 

^^t,  (o  every  member  of  this  House ;  and  further,  that  they  are  such  as  to  have 

c^  kin  already,  although  only  a  young  man,  a  name  and  place  among  the  fore- 

OMl  aeholara  in  Europe  and  America — ^made  him  an  honour  aa  a  scholar  to  the 

im  Chireh  of  Scotland,  and  shown  him  fit,  if  his  gifts  are  preaerved  to  us,  for 

•-Ttif^OBe  of  the  ablest  defenders  of  the  age  of  our  common  Christianity. 

Bat  it  is  in  regard  to  his  teaching  that  I  wish  humbly  to  bear  my  testimony, 
''Titiibyyonr  views  of  this  that  your  action  and  his  future  will  be  decided  now. 
-^adia  doing  so,  in  order  that  anything  I  may  say  in  regard  to  him  may  have  the 
•.'better  weight  with  those  whom  I  should  specially  wish  to  influence,  permit  me  to 
**!!  thit  I  have  not  adopted  as  mine  the  critical  views  for  which  he  has  been  libelled, 
i^aiome  of  them  I  am  constrained  to  differ  from  my  teacher,  and  one  of  them,  I 
^«v.  laiies,  perhaps,  more  difficulties  than  it  solves.  Still  I  feel  bonnd  to  state  that 
U  did  not  teach  them  from  the  chair  in  my  student  days,  and  many  of  his  later 
'Meats  testify  that  he  did  not  teach  them  in  theirs,  and  that  he  never  referred  to 
'aeiB  at  all  until  the  case  came  up,  and  then  only  In  a  general  way.  And  I  feel 
"^  to  state  also  that,  after  I  have  read  them  and  studied  them,  and  specially 
"'Btt  they  have  been  so  ably  expounded  in  his  answer  to  the  amended  libel,  I  have 
'jii  had  my  faith  in  the  Bible  as  the  Word  of  Qod  shaken  by  them,  or  my  confidence 
'1  the  Gospel  in  any  measure  Injured  by  them.  In  some  cases  difficulties  have 
^>«ca  removed  by  them ;  and,  whether  doing  the  ordinary  work  of  aeeking  to  edify 
^ae  Chareh,  or  expounding  the  Word  or  doctrine  to  the  Bible-claas,  or  engaging  in 
«Tugolis4ie  and  revival  work,  I  have  not  felt  at  all  hindered,  but  sometimes  helped, 
'J  tlttm;  and  felt  that  the  old  Bible  as  the  old  Bible  could  be  graaped  as  firmly  as 
'^9  u  the  Word  of  the  Lord  that  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever,  and  is  like  silver 
*nea  tisKS  purified.  And  while  I  and  many  of  his  old  students  can  testify  that 
ii4  tesehing  on  such  things  did  not  do  us  harm,  we  can  also  testify  that  no  student 
''aald  be  for  any  time  under  him  without  perceiving  his  great  love  for  and  admira- 
tMB  of  the  theology  of  the  Beformation, — ^the  doctrines  of  graee,  in  particular,  he 
**«med  to  receive  not  only  with  earnest  conviction,  but  with  heart  love ;  and  his 
refcicneea  in  this  connection  to  John  Calvin  and  William  Cunningham,  our  two 
^^1^  systematic  theologians,  showed  how  high  was  the  esteem  in  which  they 
««n  held  by  him.  And  I  mske  bold  to  say  that  any  one  who  admires  Calvin  and 
^^voiagham,  and  the  theology  of  the  Beformation,  U  not  likely  to  be  or  to  remain 
^  er  ksg  astray  on  any  cardinal  point  of  our  faith. 
Hit  teaching  in  regard  to  inspiration,  tO0|  the  subject  specially  now  concerned, 
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wai,  BO  far  as  ever  I  heard,  Mnnd,  aeeording  to  Seripiare  and  the  Confenioa  of 

Paith.    I  feel  that  to  make  this  teatiaioiiy  of  any  yalue  it  ie  Beoetaaxy  that,  vbca 

•aefa  diTerae  riewa  have  been  held  aa  to  the  deorine  of  Soripture  aad  the.Coafci- 

aion  on  inspiration,  that  I  ahonld  state  mj  own,    Mj  views  on  inspiratloo,  tltes, 

are  the  old  views^tfae  Tiewa  of  Principal  Ciraninghaai  and  Dr.  Hodge,  Dr.  Bu- 

tierman  and  Dr.  Oandliah— the  vMws  well  ezpreiMd  in  two  paaplikts  sent  to  u 

all,  I  presume,  from  Ireland,  (rem  the  pen  of  the  able  and  honoared-Modenterof 

the  Irish'  PresbTterian  Chnroh^  now  present  with  ns — Dr.  Watta  of  Belfstt    the  o]d 

plenarj,  and,  if  jou  irUli  Tertuil  inspiration.    That  sobject  I  have  been  ied  to  itudj 

anew,  and,  after  reading  every  serap  I  eonhl  find  on  the  sul^eet^  I  have  some  ealBlf 

and  deliberately  to  the  eonelnaion  that  the  old  view  is  the  only  view  that  is  lerip- 

tural,  reasonable,  or  seientifie;  that  the  malntenanee  of  it  is  vita),  and  ahtolntelf 

esiential  to  the  whole  trath  of  Scripture;  and  that  the  day  the  Chareh  girei  it  vp 

she  has  no  logical  xestlng-plaee  between  that  and  a  Bible  varying  as  the  miDdt  of 

men.    Bat  while  I  hold  this,  I  also  hold,  with  all  due  deferenoe  to  Dr.  Watts  Md 

Sir  Heniy,  that  Professor  Smith's  views  of  Deateionomy  are,  as  he  himself  eoa- 

tends,  quite  eonsistent  with  the  atrietest  view  ol  plenaiy>  even  verbal,  iuspiiatioD. 

( Applause. )    It  is  round  this  that  the  whole  oontreveny  has  tamed.    It  was  b«ct«e 

his  views  were  supposed  to  contfadiet  the  deetariae  of  inspintion  that  the  only  ehtcgc 

now  in  the  libel  was  made.    It  was  beeaute  they  were  believed  to  be,  in  their 

legitimate  results,  opposed  to  this  that  the  libel  was  found  relevant.     It  is  bectoie 

Dr.  Begg  believes  this  that  his  motion  proposes  to  go  to  the  probation  of  the  libel 

It  is  from  the  general  belief  of  this  that  the  alleged  want  of  confidence,  on  which  Sir 

Henry's  motion  proposes  to  dismiss  Professor  Smith  from  his  diair^  has  ipnog, 

It  is  because  Dra.  Belth  and  Laldlaw  do  sot  believe  this,  but  believe  that  his  rien 

nre  not  necessarily  inconsistent  with  inspiration,  that  t^y  propose  to  withdrtv  tbe 

libel ;  and,  after  an  admonition  and  eensure  on  other  grounds,  replace  him  in  hh 

professorship.    It  is  on|tJiis,  then,  that  the  eentenoa  or  aotion«  whatever  it  may  be,  is 

to  be  taken.     It  is  here,  therefore,  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  acgunent  for 

to-day*s  action  must  really  lie.    And  since  this  is  probably  the  last  beariog  tbu 

case  will  get,  and  the  action  to  be  taken  on  it  will  be  final,  it  is  vital  that  erei^ 

member  should  once  more  look  this  point  fairly  and  folly  in  the  Hee,    It  was  iscam- 

bent  on  those  taking  action  by  this  libel  to  have  proved  on  the  relevaney  that 

Professor  Smith's  views  were  opposed  to  the  Church  doctrine  of  inspiration.    This 

a  very  great  nomber  in  the  Church  believed  they  failed  to  do.    But  they  might  be 

called  upon  to  do  it  again  in  connection  with  the  alleged  want  of  confidence  en  vhich 

Sir  Henry  MoncreifTs  motion  proposes  to  remove  Professor  Smith  from  his  office; 

for  this  want  of  confidence  has  urisen  from  the  idea  that  his  views  are  opposed  to 

inspintion.  This  they  have  not  done.   In  these  circumstances^  therefore,  great  weight 

should  be  given  to  the  fact  that  Professor  Smith  has  never  till  this  honr  dogmsticallj 

asserted  that  he  did  not  hold  the  old  doctrine  of  inspintion.    I  say  dogastlttll?. 

I  admit  that  he  has  not  always  been  so  careful  as  he  might  have  been ;  that  he  bu 

been  rash ;  that  he  has  even  gone  out  of  his  way  to  prove  that  the  old  view  of 

plenary  inspiration  is  not  the  view  of  the  Confession  of  Faith.    In  this  attempt  1 

believe  he  has  failed,  and  that  what  the  Confession  teaches  is  the  old  way.    Still  it 

is  one  thing  to  give  his  idea  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Confession ;  it  is  an  entirely 

different  thing  to  say,  and  to  say  dogmatically,  that  this  ioterpretation  is  his  o«^ 

view.    He  has  never  said  that.    He  has  carefully  avoided  saying  that    The  ftft^^4 

he  has  ever  gone  is  to  say  that  there  are  some  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  oldy 

view,  which  its  most  strenuoos  upholder  would  admit    And,  in  any  case,  he  main* 

tains  that  his  views  of  Deuteronomy  are  quite  consistent  with  the  strictest  view  o 

plenary,  even  verbal,  inspintion.    And  I,  holding  this  strictest  view,  believe  him ;  soi 

the  more  I  study  the  subject,  the  more  I  am  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  tJiis.    Of  ooorMV 

Sir  Henry  thinks  Professor  Smith  has  hen  committed  a  logical  error;  vod  as  tothn 

alleged  logical  error,  I,  too,  am  in  the  same  condemnation.     I  must  confess,  boveffiv 

that  I  am  not  very  much  alarmed  when  I  look  at  the  reasoning  process  by  which  thi* 

logical  error  is  supposed  to  be  made  out    Sir  Henry  does  not  contend  that  Pro* 

fessor  Smith*8  views  contradict  directly  the  Confession ;  and  this  fact  alone  m^gbl 

have  led  him  to  pause.    The  foundation  of  Sir  Henry's  motion  is,  that  the  Book  of 

Deuteronomy  is  a  professedly  historical  book,  and  by  this  he  thinks  he  can  prove 

that  Professor  Smith's  views  are  inconsistent  with  the  Cimfession.    But  where  i4 
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the  Coftteioii  is  DeoteronoiQj  declared  to  be  a  professedly  histotieal  book  T 
Kawbot^  Si  Bit  Heniy  weU  knows.  And,  oonsequenily,  before  he  ean  mske  out 
Uiis  Hfhil  eirer,  be  has,  by  &  proeen  (tf  raiiociaatton,  to  prove  the  following 
{>otBii>-{l),  Tku  BeoteioneBty  is  a  professedly  faistorieal  book,  for  this  is  the 
t^ttftdithm  of  his  aignment;  (2),  That  it  ia  so  in  all  its  parts  $mA  ftatemenu,  other* 
VIM  Ibe  roMoning  fiUU»  beeaaa»Professot  Smith  does  not  say*  one  word  against  the 
uioroogh  hisitoikity  of  all  the  prbperly  historioal  parte  tlMieof ;  (S),  That  it  is 
ihidsUiif  what  it  seems  to  be^  else  agidn  the  eontentlon  fails ;  and  often  here^  as 
elsewhere,  "OUngs  ate  notfwhat  they  seem;"  (i^That  it  is  inoensiateat  with  a 
profeiMdly  Uflkoiioal  book  to  have  anytluag  ia  it  drsmstio,  or  supplementary,  or 
4cTeIoped,  for  this  on^  ia  Professor  Smith's  eonteoUen.  If  Sir  Henry  fslls  to  make 
oQi  my  oae  of  these  links  his  whde  chain  breaks^  and,  after  stadying  all  he  has 
lUtcd  OB  the  solgeet,  I  feel  constrained  to  say  that»  in  my  judgment,  he  haa  not 
pr»red  (hem-^that  some  of  them  he  has  not  even  attempted  to  prove,  and  some  of 
Uttacaaaot  be  proved.  And  although  he  had  established  them  all,  he  wonld  still 
Ure  to  give  ns  a  correct  definition  of  what  is  a  professedly  historical  book.  And, 
i!i«r  Mag  so,  he  woold  still,  before  being  warranted  to  deprive  Professor  Smith  of 
bis  office,  have  to  find  Deuteronomy  set  down  as  a  historical  book  in  onr  Oonfes- 
lios,  vhiflh  cannot  be  done.    This  whole  chain  of  reasoning  therefore  breaks  down. 

Porwiiat,  then,  ia  it  proposed  to  dismiss  Professor  Smith  from  his  chair  t    Not 

fa  hji  denjing  the  canonicity  or  inspiration  of  Denteronomy,  for  that,  he  ha^ 

ttfttteiUy  said,  he  believes  as  firmly  as  any  man  in  thia  Chorob.    Not  for  denying 

^  Koses  vrete  Deuteronomy,  for  that  was  not  the  eharge  in  the  libel ;  and  he 

^MMt  deny  but  aoaerta  that  Moses  wrote  a  book—a  Deateronomy,  of  which  the 

pnnt  Deaterenomj  is  mainly  the  snfastanca  and  development.  ■    ( "  Oh,  oh."  ) 

^A  kt  denying  that  Deuteronomy  as  a  whole  is  not  a  historioal  book ;   for  he 

bi  aerer  said  that  Moses  did  not  write  the  historical  parts.    Not  for  denying  that 

Koiei  wrote  the  legiaiative  part  of  Deuteronomy,  for  even  that  he  has  not  said ;  but 

o  ikt  eentrary,  asserts  that  the  mass  of  the  legislation  is  Mosaic  or  ancient, — ^that 

K  ii  labstsntiaUy  Moses'  legislation,  with  some  additions,  alterations,  and  develop- 

aeits  of  Mosaic  principles  to  subsequent  needs ;  and  these  made  by  an  inspired 

p«noa  at  the  command  of  God,-^y  one  aeting  very  much  the  part  of  editor  of  a 

fiet  edition  of  Moeea'  legi^tion.    Not  for  siting  that  Moses  did  not  write  every 

M  of  this  book,  for  all  parties  admit  that  he  did  not^  and  could  not  write  it  all, 

3QJca  he  wrote,  among  other  things,  the  narrative  of  his  own  death ;  and,  therefore, 

lU  psrties  admit  that  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  Moses  in  all  its  parts  and  present 

km;  and  the  difference  between  Professor  Smith  and  his  opponents  is  thus  not  a 

(joeMiea  of  kind  but  of  degTee,-*-of  how  muoh  Moses  wrote — some  giving  him  a 

greater  hand  in  it  than  others.   It  ia  on  the  Bible  itself,  therefore,  on  its  statements 

ttd  pheaomena,  that  Professor  Smith  takes  his  stand. 

And  since  then  he  is  to  be  dismissed  admittedly,  not  for  contravening  any 
^oetriae  of  the  Confession  or  of  Scripture, — ^for  what  is  it  ?  For  this,  and  this  only, 
^  tkere  is  an  alleged  want  of  confidence  in  him  throughout  the  Church.  Is  that, 
thea,  a  proper  grennd  for  such  a  serious  sentence  or  course  of  action  1  And  how 
iii  this  want  of  confidence  arise  1  Wss  it  not  by  the  agitation  raised  against  Pro- 
fenor  iUih,  at  the  instance  in  the  first  place,  I  believe,  of  a  professor  of  the  Estab- 
}i<^  Chnreh,  ont  of  ecclesiastical  jealousy.  Bi^  this  want  of  confidence  principle 
—vithoQt  Confessional  ground — if  once  adopted,  where  would  it  end  ?  Why  there 
h  Bot  a  professor  or  minister  in  the  Church  but  might  by  it  be  dismissed  from 
^ee.  In  fact,  every  case  of  discipline  Implies  more  or  less  a  want  of  confidence 
ift  the  aeeosed ;  and  on  thia  principle  we  would  soon  get  into  a  new  way  of  settling 
<>Mi  ef  discipline  by  siaiply  changing  them  into  acts  of  administration  or  policy. 
Ii  voaM  encourage  lUl  turbulent  people  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  against  every  office- 
^*^»rtt  of  the  Chureh,  and  if  it  is  only  long  enough  and  loud  enough,  they  could  on 
lHi«  mil  of  confidence  principle,  gain  their  end.  Thus  gross  ii^*ustice  might  be 
*^>  with  the  effect  of  suppressing  the  truth,  and  making  a  violent  attack  upon 
otr  eedesiastical  constitution.  Want  of  confidence,  sir,  why,  if  this  sort  of  thing 
P^  «%  there  will  be  a  want  of  confidence  in  more  things  than  one,  especially  in' 
«<u  Chareh's  joatice,  Presbyterian  order,  and  ecclesisstioal  righteousness. 

Aid  what  makes  tUa  all  the  worse  is,  if  I  understand  Sir  Henry,  that  a  severer' 
>»teaee  would  not  have  been  pronounced,  though  the 'libel  had  gone  on  and  been 
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proved.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  bad  the  libel  gone  to  probation,  Frofeasor  Smith  woold 
have  had,  what  bj  this  motion  he  would  be  ai\jaatljr  deprived  of,  an  opportaaity  of 
defending  himaelC  And  if  conricted  he  would  have  bad  aome  time  for  refleetion— 
apace  and  opportunity  for  repentance,  but  bj  tUa  motion  he  would  be  deprived  of 
all.  And  wUl  any  one  aay  that,  by  the  bleaaing  of  God,  the  deeiaion  of  thii  Church, 
oome  to  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Choreh,  would  not  have  Ita  HloUry 
effect  upon  a  apirltnal  man,  and  auch  a  loyal  aon  of  the  Chareh !  And  if  h« 
admitted  he  waa  wrong  and  promiaed  amendment^  will  any  one  aay  that  he  aho&ld 
not  be  replaced  in  his  poaition  with  the  full  confidence  of  the  Church  t 

And  all  thla  ia  to  be  done  to  one  who  la  only  a  young  man— put  into  hiapeeitioa 
by  thia  Chareh,  inexperienced,  to  one  who  haa  done  auch  noble  aenrice  agiiaat 
Haterialiata  and  Bationaliata,  and  on  behalf  of  our  common  Christianity,  to  one  wlio 
did  all  that  he  ia  chaiged  with  when  making  an  honest  effort  to  defend  the  Chareh 
of  God  from  the  attacks  of  Bationalism  1  His  prospects  in  life  are  to  be  onr* 
shadowed,  his  work  as  a  professor  suddenly  cut  shorty  and  one  of  the  ableat  sehelin 
of  the  day  aeyered,  aa  br  at  least  as  the  Free  Church  is  concerned,  from  studies 
that  are  so  dear  to  him,  for  which  he  ia  so  fitted,  and  which  are  so  pressing  at  the 
present  time. 

But  it  is  not  only  Professor  Smith's  interests  that  art  at  atake  now,  bat  the 
interests  of  Biblical  study,  confessional  doctrine,  and  oonatitutional  libeity  in  oar 
Church.  For  aince  thia  action  againat  him  ia  taken  on  the  ground  of  want  of  con- 
fidence, and  aince  thia  want  of  confidence  haa  ariaea  from  a  bdiof  that  he  hai 
opposed  the  traditional  view  of  Deuteronomy,  therefore,  we  would,  on  the  same 
ground,  be  all  ezpoaed  to  the  same  want  of  confidence,  and  the  aama  traatmeat  u 
Professor  Smith.  We  are  thus  all  required  to  believe  a  doctrine  not  in  the  Coa- 
fession, — a  view  of  Deuteronomy  that  we  cannot  belieye — ^that  the  facte  and  stst^ 
ments  of  Scripture  itself  make  it  impoaaible  for  na  to  belicTe,  and  put  into  a  poei- 
tion  of  having  to  defend  a  view  that  we  feel  to  be  Indefenaible,  and  thkt  fotars  stedy 
will  show  to  be  untenable. 

But  whatever  may  be  done  we  shall,  as  good  Free  Churchmen,  adhere  to  oar 
Ciiurch  at  all  hazards,  and  no  man  will  rejoice  more  at  this  than  Profeaaor  Smith, 
who  has  so  nobly  adhered  to  her  hlmaelf,  under  ao  many  temptations  to  leave  her. 
Why  not  give  him  another  chance,  as  waa  ao  well  said  to-day  f  But  Dr.  Beith'i 
motion  does  not  propose  to  send  him  back  with  flying  colours,  but  admonished  and 
rebaked,  and  with  all  the  aalutary  effect  of  the  long-trying  discipline  to  which  he  haa 
been  subjected.  In  any  caae  hia  old  students  will  ever  look  back  with  gratitude, 
reverence,  and  affection  to  our  beloved  profeaaor,  our  college  daya,  and  the  great 
aervicea  he  rendered  to  ua  there ;  and  ahould  he  be  diamiased,  regret  all  our  Urea 
that  a  scholar  ao  accompliahed,  and  a  professor  so  able,  and  a  Chrtotian  ao  devoted, 
and  a  Free  Churchman  so  loyal,  ahould,  through  a  mistaken  idea  of  his  viewa,  be 
lost  to  our  beloved  Church.     (Loud  applause.) 

Principal  RAINY  said — Moderator,  will  you  allow  me  to  renew  the  appeal  yoa 
have  already  made.  It  is  quite  natural  there  should  be  some  ezpresaiona  of  feeling, 
but  still  it  ia  well  it  ahould  be  repressed.  I  rise  with  a  very  heavy  heart — ^never  with 
so  heavy  a  heart  in  this  Assembly,  but  with  perfect  decision  in  my  own  view — ^toezplain 
to  the  House  the  reasons  why  I  am  conatrained  to  anpport  Sir  Henry  Monereiff*8  mo> 
tion ;  and  if  there  la  any  reaponaibility  connected  with  the  motion — ^and  there  la  moeh 
— and  if  there  ia  any  odium  connected  with  it,  I  claim  my  share  of  the  reaponaibility 
and  of  the  odium.  ( Applauae.)  I  am  going  to  explain  my  reaaona — I  may  pot  it 
iu  another  way — the  reaaon  why  I  accept  the  inevitable,  and  why  I  may  prefer  to 
accept  it  in  this  form.  That  ia  what  I  am  to  explain  to  this  House.  I  will  only 
say  by  way  of  preface  that  thia  motion,  if  it  has  any  merit,  haa  thia  merit,  that  men 
who  take  different  viewa  may  come  to  the  conclusions  which  it  preaento  by  different 
lines,  and,  therefore,  I  am  not  sure  that  anybody  who  haa  yet  apoken  arrivea  at  theie 
conclusions  precisely  along  the  aame  linea  by  which  I  arrived  at  them  myselt 
Kow,  Moderator,  enough  haa  been  aald  in  the  diaenaaion  aa  to  the  hiatory  of  this 
caae.  We  remember  what  took  place  in  1878  when  the  relevancy  of  tUa  charge, 
which  haa  all  along  been  selected  aa  the  test  charge,  waa  ao  eameatly  debated,  sad 
when  some  of  us  maintained  that  it  ought  not  to  be  regarded  aa  a  relevant  charge 
to  infer  cenaure  aa  a  charge  of  teaching  doctrine  contnry  to  the  Confflaslon  of  Faith. 
Then  in  the  year  1879— laat  Assembly — I  broaght  forward  a  notioft  ao  far  to 
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taspai  proeedore,  without  deserting  the  libel,  as  to  appoint  a  committee  to  see 
vbciberaoj  element  of  aeeommodation  or  undentanding  conid  be  introduced  into 
Ui«  eaee.  I  am  well  aware  ihat  I  had  in  mj  rote  on  that  occasion  men  who, 
tboegii  Uiej  were  in  iaYoar  of  the  libel  on  the  merits,  were  willing  to  favour  the 
pita  I  pnpoeed — ^to  trj  what  could  be  made  of  it  Howerer  that  might  be,  we 
troigfat  the  Tote  within  one,  but  by  a  mijority  of  one  the  Assembly  resolyed  that  it 
Bast  go  on  with  the  libe). 

5ov,  I  wish  the  Honse  to  obserre  the  position  In  which  some  of  ns  are  placed. 

1  bare  already  had  occasion— on  Tnesday — to  refer  to  it  as  touching  myself.    I 

Btu  Uiis — that  however  I  opposed  that  decision  on  the  libel,  I  feel  bound-— other 

mea  nay  jadge,  no  donbt^  as  conscientiously  according  to  their  own  view — but  I 

'it\  bound,  and  many  oihen  do,  to  take  that  as  ruled  as  far  as  regards  this  case. 

TbMi  has  been  all  ^ong  our  view  of  what  is  implied  in  loyalty  to  the  judicial 

I^actiee  of  oor  Chnreh  in  eases,  and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  it  is  morally 

lapowble  for  me  to  take  lines  of  action,  by  any  way  or  every  way,  by  which  I 

Awld  attempt^  so  to  say,  to  get  Professor  Smith  through  this  case.     When  people 

fpok  of  the  case  going  on  to  probation,  let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  if  it  does  it 

2i  Bot  pooibie  for  some  of  ns  on  every  vote  that  may  take  place  simply  to  say,  How 

cu  we  proeore  an  acquittal  for  Professor  Smith  ?     We  shall  feel  bound  to  take  along 

«iib  n  the  libel  as  ii  stands,  now  found  relevant,  and  in  these  circumstances  we 

tbil  be  driven  either  to  vote  upon  the  proof  of  an  instrument,  which  we  do  not 

penasally  regard  aa  a  fit  instrument,  or  to  abstain  altogether,  And  leave  it  to  those 

*!i*eonseieBtioDsly  regard  it  as  relevant  to  pursue  the  ease.     In  the  next  place,  1 

*i^  to  observe  that  on  the  very  same  principle,  or,  at  least,  on  a  closely  analogous 

pneiple,  I  and  some  others — I  myself  very  specially — made  up  my  mind  after  the 

te  Jbaembly  that  it  was  not  for  me  to  adopt  a  course  that  could  be  chargeable  as 

>MtWr  obstruction,  or  as  a  mere  course  of  obstruction.     In  this  libel  claimed  by 

^nimn  Smith  I  would  not  again  propose  the  suspension  of  it  unless  it  were  some- 

^^  whieh  I  was  persuaded,  in  my  own  mind,  to  adopt  to  bring  about  some 

<«kiible  settlement,  or  something  that  might  deserve  fairly  to  be  called  a  tolerable 

Mttlement  of  the  case.    This  reduces  the  alternative  now  before  the  House  to  the 

iltenitive  between  Dr.  Begg's  motion  and  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs,  and  for  this 

nMOB— allosions  have  been  made  by  some  of  those  who  have  spoken,  very  touching 

<•  oie,  of  their  unwillingness  to  be  separated  from  Dr.  Adam  or  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 

it  BTtdf.     I  am  aaro  I  reciprocate  the  feelings  of  these  allusions,  being  only 

nivpriied  that  my   friends  should  think  it  necessary  to  accompany  their  own 

<ulepeBdent  aetioa  with  any  explanation  of  that  kind.    (Applause.)     But  in  regard 

Vk  those  motions — I  mean  Dr.  Laidlaw's  and  Dr.  Beith's — what  I  have  to  say  is 

^is«*I  ean  quito  vnderstand  those  motions  as  the  expression  of  what  those  friends 

'biok  might  be  a  fitting  conclusion  to  the  case — as  the  expression  of  what  might  be 

ike  eoaelusion  of  the  case — ^if  the  average  feeliug  of  this  Assembly  were  the  teeliog 

iod  view  of  Dr.  Laidlaw  and  Dr.  Beitb,  and  those  who  act  with  them.    1  can 

csdentand  that»     But,  Moderator,  I  could  not  propose  a  motion  like  this,  for  this 

reuoD,  that  1  woold  be  proposing  a  motion  that  was  no  settlement  of  the  case — a 

Kotiott  that  would  be,  if  it  were  proposed,  either  most  probably  defeated,  or,  if 

'4rried,  instead  of  being  a  settlement  of  the  case,  would  be  merely  a  new  beginning 

frf  tlie  case.    (Criea  of  **  No,"  and  *'  Yes.**)     For  this  reason,  Moderator— what  thete 

tvo  motions  propoeea  is  this,  that  after  this  Church  has  proceeded  in  a  libel  to 

a  UdxDg  of  reievaaey,  and  has  refused  to  suspend  the  process,  even  to  appoint  a 

^^^nnittee,  yon  propose  in  the  face  of  that,  shorthand,  to  repone  a  man  to  his  chair, 

'obit  oii^  aad  to  do  so,  as  has  been  said  already,  without  any  of  those  dealings 

vttb  ibe  mail  or  explanations  from  him  which  in  such  a  case  might  perhaps  produce 

(be  Tcsnlt  of  satisfying  the  Church,  but  which  in  this  case  is  not  proposed.     Now, 

^ttUntoc,  I  am  prepared,  if  the  Assembly  chooses,  to  go  on  to  probation,  but  I  am 

°M  prepared  to  propoae  that  the  course  described  shall  be  taken  as  a  settlement  of 

^^e  ease.    And  I  ask  what  man  supposes  would  be  the  position  of  those  in  this 

^•'bsith  who  have  eonsclentionsly  carried  the  case  against  my  view  to  libel  and  to 

^  position  of  last  Assembly,  if  yon  adopt  that  as,  for  this  Church,  the  settlement 

<>ftbe  easel 

Sw,  I  ask  that  qoeation.    Yon  must  look  at  the  practical  difficulties  into  which 
Uus  libel  has  nm  joo  and  me  and  all  of  us.    For  I  proposed  a  committee  last  year. 
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and  I  carried  It  to  a  diviaion  of  one,  but  to  me  It  is  a  rtrj  instmeUTe  thing  tbtl 
nobody  propoaea  a  committee  this  year.    Sreiybody  takes  it  for  granted  that  in 
some  shape  it  moat  end  In  this  Assembly.     (Hear,  hear,  from  the  left)    Kobody 
aeema  to  belieye  that  in  the  position  into  which  it  has  been  ran  noir  that  a  com- 
mittee— and  the  l^ind  of  confidential  exchanges  of  thought  and  feeling  which  a  eom- 
mitteemight  be  supposed  to  look  towards — that  tliat  is  posslbleor within  theeoDditioni 
of  the  case  as  it  stands  now.    Kow,  then,  as  to  going  on  to  probation.    I  im  not  to 
antidipate  what  may  take  place  on  probation,  although  I  mast  say  it  appean  to  me 
that — onconsciously,  perhaps — ^men  have  fallen  in  love  with  the  idea  of  going  on  to 
probation  t>ecause  the  immediate  thing  which  they  have  been  led  to  think  deoinble 
10  defeat  is  Sir  Henry  MoncreifTs  motion.     But  I  am  not  anticipating  what  naj 
take  place  on  probation,  bo  1 1  do  know  the  state  of  mind  in  which  men  on  both  sidei  art 
going  on  to  probation,  and  the  view  that  is  in  their  mind  which  they  will  apply  to 
the  proof,  whatever  it  is.     I  know  that,  and  besides  I  can  say  this,  I'know  also  the 
limits  within  which  explanations  lie.     I  know  that  well,  that  that  theory  can  be 
reduced  by  explanations,  which  I  welcome,  to  a  smaller  dimension.     Still,  I  knovit 
is  the  theory  itself  that  is  charged  against  in  the  libel,  coTcring  even  the  limited  form 
of  it,  and  in  these  circumstances  I  have  looked  for  comfort  in  the  direction  of  what 
might  happen  on  the  probation  of  the  libel,  but  I,  for  my  part,  have  not  bees  able  to 
find  it.    Kow,  in  regard  to  Sir  Henry's  motion,  with  the  first  part  of  the  motion  I 
am  not  very  specially  concerned.    All  that  I  have  to  look  to  there  is  that  there  is 
nothing  in  it  that  I  objec^  to,  and  nothing  of  that  I  think  inconsistent  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Church.    I  wish  to  say  that  Sir  Henry  does  not  agree  with  the  vievs  I 
am  going  to  express  now,  but  I  take  my  own  view  from  my  own  point  of  view.   S\r 
Henry,  of  course,  would  not  have  consented  that  this  case  should  terminate,  not 
under  the  libel,  but  in  some  other  way,  unless  he  believed  that  the  objects  he  had  at 
heart,  as  well  as  the  objects  I  have  at  heart,  could  be  sufficiently  provided  for  in  that 
way.    Yet,  Moderator,  I  do  regard  it  as  a  very  valuable  and  substantial  coneession 
to  some  of  ua  that  this  case  should  take  end,  not  under  a  libel,  but  under  another 
way,  apart  from  individuals  or  parties.    I  do  regard  It  as  a  valuable  thing  for  the 
Church  that  that  case,  end  how  it  may,  should  not  end  in  a  pitched  battle,  learing 
each  party  committed  in  point  of  honour  to  fight  to  reverse   the  decisions  so 
seriously  reached,  but,  if  it  be  at  all  possible,  it  should  end  some  other  way.    It  is 
said,  no  doubt,  that  as  far  as  regards  Professor  Smith  there  ib  no  difference  between 
what  happens  in  our  own  way  of  it  and  what  would  have  happened  if  the  Ubel  bad 
went  on  to  probation  with  conviction. 

But,  Moderator,  I  would  say  that  that  is  not  so,  for  you  must  remember  the 
libel  attacks  the  ecclesiastical  position  as  well  as  the  professorial  standing  of  Pro- 
fessor Smith,  the  one  being  only  an  aggravation  of  the  other,  and  though  Sir  Hcorr 
might  be  content  with  deprivation  as  the  sentence,  we  do  not  know  all  would  hare 
been  content  with  it;  but  at  all  events  it  would  have  been  a  sentence  putUng  Pro- 
fessor Smith  in  a  very  special  manner  on  his  good  behaviour,  giving  him  very  special 
warning,  and  raising  for  him  the  very  special  question  as  to  whether  he  was  entitled 
under  it  to  continue  an  office-bearer  of  the  Free  Church ;  and,  I  will  repeat,  In  the 
case  of  the  Church  itself  the  difference  is  very  material.    Still,  all  this  will  not  avail 
unless  the  course  we  propose  is  competent  and  is  reasonable  in  itself.     How,  as  to 
the  competencj,  I  do  not  want  to  repeat  what  has  been  said  already.     I  grant  jou 
that  in  its  usual  course  of  things,  even  In  dealing  with  difficult  eases,  the  Oharch 
will  always  try  palliativea,  and  will  endeavour  to  bring  about  the  solution  that  has 
become  neoessary  in  indirect  rather  than  in  direct  ways.    But  I  aak  this  question. 
I  say  in  the  case  of  anything  happening  to  make  it  manifestly  unedifying  and  unde- 
sirable that  a  professor,  or  a  minister  with  the  consent  of  his  congregation^ — T  apply 
the  same  to  a  minister  as  to  a  professor — should  no  longer  continue  to  repreMeni  the 
Church  in  one  branch  of  teaching  in  the  halls  of  the  Church,  is  the  Churcli  hclplesd 
in  that  case  ?   Has  not  the  Church  the  power,  if  she  deliberately  finds  that  aueh  a  case 
has  arisen,  that  she  suffers  from  the  instructions  given  in  her  halls— that  a  ease  has 
really  ariaen-^has  she  not  the  power,  apart  from  the  conduct  of  the  individual,  to 
say  that  the  arrangement  must  come  to  an  end  1    Of  coarse,  abe  most  take  care  that 
other  interests,  if  other  interests  there  be,  should  be  looked  after.     But,  in  regard 
to  the  central  matter,  I  hold  it  is  indispensable  to  maintain,  and  in  somn  rare  cases 
to  exert,  that  power  of  the  Church.    Now,  Moderator,  the  <iaeation  eomea  to  be, 
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whetto-  ftlRfe  k  a  feMoasble  and  fair  groand  laid  liere — tliat  la  to  say,  whetlier,  for 
inmaee,  I  am  jmiifled  in  aopporiiiig  the  motion  of  Sir  Henrj,  instead  of  trying 
viietktr  ve  cannot  bring  aboat  an  understanding  that  will  make  it  possible  for  Pro- 
feiMrfiiatih  to  ecmtinne  to  derate  his  rare  gifts  to  the  senrice  of  the  Ghnreh.  Has 
a  am  oemtwtd  ai  whieb  I,  sore  against  my  will,  am  ealled  and  am  compelled  to 
neigiiie  tha^  .vhatereniDalir  eome  of  tlie  probation,  an  insoluble  state  of  things  has 
AriMBin  this  moat  t<7iAg  and  perplexing  case,  "^ow,  the  foundation  which  is  laid 
ii  ittfliBrely  the  qn^tion  of  feeling  or  the  queatlon  of  alarm — an  alarm,  or  concern, 
«r  aiudfety  whieb^  as  Dr.  Adam  told  yon,  was  not  confined  by  any  manner  of  means 
tates  wbo  nw  thorway  to  support  the  libel — but  whether  it  has  not  taken  shape  in 
a  koBL  which  is  co&clnuTe,  and  whether  it  has  not  taken  that  shape  in  a  form  which 
yossie  entHlftd,  if  yon  aee  cause,  to  recognise.  First  we  refer  to  the  whole  course  of 
ibepneiadiBg^aad  then  we  refer  specially  to  the  succession  of  decisions  In  the  libel. 

New,  Moderator,  with  reference  to  that  I  confess  distinctly  that  technically  the 
roioisToteaan  the  libel  prore  nothing  about  Professor  Smith,  for  all  that  these 
T«ict  bare  hecn  eoocemed  about  is  the  construction  of  the  instrument,  by  which 
iaitnment^  in  the  end  of  the  day,  when  it  is  put  to  him.  Professor  Smith  is  to  be 
trial  Bui  then,  Moderator,  morally  and  really,  is  there  any  doubt  that  those  sue^ 
coDffs  rates  on  the  part  of  those  who  took  part  in  them  were  votes  of  want  of  con- 
ftdoes  ia  Professor  8raith»— rotes  all  the  more  impressive  because  men  saw  their 
n7  to  (bmalate  them  in  judgments  of  that  precise  and  weighty  kind  with  which 
vebreheeome  familiar;  all  the  more  because  there  is  a  difference  in  one  respect 
betnenear  poaition  as  judges  and  any  other  class  of  judges.  Judges  or  a  jury, 
vMisessa  ia  put  to  them,  are  obliged  to  exhaust  their  conscience  upon  facts  of  the 
hw;  bat  ia  our  Oluireh  when  men  are  to  incline  to  think  there  may  be  something 
n  tke  Ubsl  (Intermption  in  the  galleiy,  cries  of  "  Time,"  "  Go  on,"  and 

tffliBK:)  Mod«nU4U',  I  do  not  desire  to  usurp  any  peculiar  privilege,  but,  perhaps, 
tte  Anembly  will  feel  I  have  some  special  responsibility.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Iiord  KINTO&B  rose  to  order.    It  certainly  was  not  respectful  for  any  one  in 
ikegiUery  to  interropt  so  distinguished  a  member  of  the  court. 

Br.  B£QO  hoped  the  gallery  would  not  interrupt  Principal  Balny  in  speaking 
« long  as  he  liked.     (Applause.) 

Pi^pal  BAINY — ^Moderator,  I  was  going  to  say  that  in  our  practice  it  is  by 
ao  msaos  an  nnuaoal  thing  for  a  man,  when  he  doubts  the  wisdom  of  a  libel,  to 
•i<6tua  from  voting  if  he  thinks  the  case  will  be  managed  better  some  other  way ; 
ibccderB,  I  think  that  adda  some  aignifieance  to  those  rotes  by  which  the  Assembly 
feend  the  libel  relerant,  and  by  which  it  refused  to  suspend  procedure  in  the  ease 
ia  vkiek  it  had  been  found  relevant.  Now,  Moderator,  that  being  so—for  I  don't 
^cnn  to  iinrp  the  time  of  the  Assembly — (applause,  and  "  Go  on ") — that  being 
u,  I  fieei  that. while  it  is  quite  true  that  I  could  greatly  wish  to  take  a  course  that 
iB}?btextrieate  ihia  case  yet,  and  would  greatly  desire  to  do  it.  Moderator,  it  seems 
to  oie  that  thta  pvooednre  under  the  libel — this  libel — has  made  that  impossible. 
T&ii  IM  has  driven  things  into  a  position  and  hardened  the  case  into  an  attitude 
a  which  there  ia  no  room  left  for  those  kinds  of  interpositions  that  might  conceir- 
ablj  fasiebeen  tried  in  order  to  see  whether  that  was  not  so.  If  it  has,  on  the  one 
bud,  with  whatever  explanation,  more  and  more  committed  Professor  Smith  to  the 
npreientative  poaition,  it  has,  on  the  other  hand,  eommitted  more  and  more  msjo- 
Dtiesof  Ike  Chareh  before  the  world,  before  their  own  consciences,  before  the  com- 
Buitj,  to  maintain  a  certain  view  <>f  the  teaching  set  forth  in  those  extracts  from 
^  ittaela  **  Bible  *'  in  the  "Bncyclopasdia  Britannica."  Moderator,  it  appears  to 
Btttbat^ta  these  eirenmstances,  we  deceive  ourselves  when  we  talk  of  a  restoration 
of  eoni&deace  sneh  as  a  professor  requires.  I  say  a  professor  requires  not  to  be  in 
caBiaida  ia  the  {general  method  of  his  views  on  these  subjects,  and  also  on  a  par- 
Mar  doctdae  article  as  against  the  Confession  of  Faith;  not  to  be  In  collision 
vitk  dcelsred  aooeesalve  majorities  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  this  Chnrch. 
^Applsoae.)  I  cannot  get  over  that,  and  I  don't  believe  that  those  who  are  the 
^nei^  of  ProCeaaor  Smiti^  however  they  desire  to  be,  and  I  don't  believe  that  they 
*n  Aafrioiiiaof  this  Ohurch  who  persuade  themselves,  though  I  well  undetstand 
vkf  thsy  tiy  to  peraoade  themselves,  that  it  is  possible  to  make  that  position  of 
tUags  to  hold  water.  I,  for  my  part,  with  great  sorrow  of  heart,  am  driven  to  the 
that  it  will  not  hold  water. 
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Moderalor,  I  think  the  conclusion  to  which  Sir  Hemy  ICoacreiff '•  motiMt  goes 
requires  to  have  the  attention  of  the  House  directed  to  it  A  friend  of  mine  sear 
me  spoke  of  it  as  a  punishment.  That  may  be  the  view  by  which  he  eomat  to  ih& 
condasion,  but  there  is  nothing  about  that  in  the  motion.  Sheriff  Cowao  spoke  of 
it  as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  of  this  Honse,  but  that  is  not  ia  the  molioa. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  motion  before  the  Assembly  of  1880  bai  thia»  yonr  Assembly 
of  1880  finds  materials  which  justify  or  compel  it  to  recognise  the  &cfe-— 4he 
melancholy  fact — that  the  situation  has  become  inextricable,  and  that  II  een  be 
resolved  only  in  one  way.  Moderator^  what  ia  the  result  of  tliat,  or  whet  is  the 
meaning  of  that  decision  1  I  understand  the  meaning  of  it  to  be  thia*~I  think  ovr 
friends  who  have  supported  the  libel,  who  are  willing  to  go  into  this  motton,  teoog- 
nise  with  some  sorrow — as  we  have  felt  very  sorrowful — the  division  of  judgment  ia 
the  Church.  They  mean  to  say  that  they  do  not  regard  it  slightly  or  more  care- 
lessly. They  mean  to  say  that  they  are  very  willing  to  try  what  may  be  done  to 
avoid  driving  the  Church  hopelessly  into  parties — to  give  time  and  gain  time  lor  » 
wiser  and  better  understanding.  We  would  need  it,  Moderator;  for  I  aaaore  yon 
differences  along  which  men  are  feeling  their  way  are  not  the  differenoes  of  nnbeltev- 
ing  men,  but  of  some  of  the  men  with  the  keenest  and  brighteat  faith  in  thie  Chorcb, 
who  desire  heartily  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  Church,  and  to  rsise  ne  differenees 
either  for  the  Church  or  for  any  man  else.  But  what  1  understand  oor  friends  to 
say  is  this,  that  whatever  forbearsnce  may  be  used  with  those  in  different 
degrees  who  are  unable  to  agree  with  the  majority  of  1878,  however  right  it  mny  be 
that  there  should  be  consideration  for  them,  and  forbearance  with  tliose  who;,  in 
various  degrees,  cannot  agree  with  the  majority  of  1878,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  eall 
upon  them  to  join  in  maintaining  in  his  chair,  as  a  representative  of  the  Cfanrdi  in 
the  teaching  of  that  department,  one  whom  the  circumstances  of  this  case  it  nmj  be 
as  cruel  for  him  as  for  us, — Moderator,  as  one  of  those  who  had  some  hand  in  the 
College  Committee's  report,  it  Is  some  satisfaction  for  me  to  think»  as  I  do,  that  if 
we  had  kept  to  the  College  Committee's  report  we  might  have  made  a  better  job  of 
it  than  we  have — well,  then,  a  man  whom  the  cireumatances  of  the  case  have 
forced  into  a  representative  position — ^a  man  who  is  taken  as  a  representative  of  a 
method  and  mode  of  handling  these  questions — a  man  who,  unwittingly  perhaps^ 
has  challenged  the  opinion  of  the  Church  so  extensively,  and  as  many  think  so 
injuriously — and,  most  of  all,  a  man  with  respect  to  whom,  and  the  neoesaity  of  iHir> 
suing  the  case  with  regsrd  to  him,  they  have  been  forced.  Assembly  after  AsaemUT, 
to  take  up  the  position  from  which  they  cannot  resile,  and  from  which  they  plainry 
tell  us  that  we  onght  not  to  ask  them  and  ought  not  to  expect  them  to  resile. — 
Moderator,  is  that  the  position,  or  is  it  not  1  .  if  that  is  a  fair  constroetion  el  the 
motion,  what  do  I  expect  ?  Are  we  to  say  that  by  this  motion  these  qeestlons  are 
settled  1  No,  Moderator,  these  questions  are  not  settled ;  they  are  in  the  air,  and  1 
do  not  consider  that  by  this  motion  they  are  settled,  but  at  least  the  motion  tsnds 
to  separate  two  questions  from  the  unhappy  peculisirities  of  this  oase,  and  that  it 
remains  open  if  we  are  able  and  desire  not  to  give  offence  to  any  without  joste^ne, 
or  take  oflfence,  we  may,  by  Qod's  blessing,  come  by  duty  to  the  happy  diMOTety,  of 
wliich  elements  are,  I  believe,  rery  present  in  this  Church,  that  really  after  all  we 
are  all  agreed  In  everything  that  is  really  vital  and  essential,  eapeciaily  are  agreed 
in  the  doctrine  of  Holy  Scripture  as  it  is  in  the  Confession  of  Faith,  and  as  it  has 
been  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Christian  people  ever  since  the  Christian  fslth  b«gsn. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  Kelvinside,  rose  amid  cries  of  "  Tote." 

A  MEMBER  asked  the  Moderator  whether  this  was  not  the  time  to  raise  the 
question  when  the  discussion  was  to  end  t  He  thought  there  shoold  be  some  mider- 
standing  before  they  could  go  further  with  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  then  proceeded.  He  said  he  was  not  astonished  that  aftor  Dr. 
Rainy  had  spoken  there  should  be  a  shout  of  "  Vote**  on  the  part  of  many  asemben 
of  the  House^ — ("  Oh  ") — and  he  could  understand  that  it  looked  very  like  prssamp- 
tion  for  him  to  stand  up  and  spesk  after  the  solemn  and  weighty  way  in  wliieh  I)r. 
Rainy  had  addressed  them.  He  assured  them,  however,  that  it  was  onl^  fkem  a 
strong  sense  of  eonviction  that  he  yentnred  at  that  hour  to  intrude  open  the 
House.  He  felt  more  and  more,  as  the  discussion  had  proceeded*  that  the  qnesilea 
was  not  merely,  Were  they  to  have  or  were  they  to  lose  Prof essor  Smith  t  but  that  finr 
wider  issues  were  at  s'ake.     ft  csme  to  this — Were  they  to. maintain  their  ehnneter 
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br  jaMiee  f-~<ftpplAne) — ^it  came  to  ih\»  also — Were  iliej  to  maintain  their  true 
lad  proper  AUliode  as  towards  the  holy  Word  of  God  ?    (Renewed  applause.)     He 
ittialaiBcd  Ikal  those  two  qnestions  were  before  them — Were  they  to  maintain  their 
noral  iBtegTity  as  a  Ohorch  T  were  they  to  presenre  their  ancient  freedom,  or  were 
tkr  to  saerifiee  that  at  the  shrine  of  a  false  expediency  ]    (Applause.)    Notwith- 
naadiBg  what  had  fallen  from  Dr.  Rainy,  he  for  his  part  would  have  no  objection  to 
lee  tUs  BiaMer  going  to  probation,  because  he  believed  that  a  great  amount  of  mis- 
coaeepkiott  and  exaggeration  still  preyailed  throughout  the  Church  with  reference 
u  Professor  Smith's  Tiews ;  and  if  the  matter  were  thoroughly  sifted,  he  expected 
tbt  two  icsolts  wonld  follow — first,  that  the  alarm  which  existed  would  be  greatly 
-JUjed ;  and,  second,  that  it  wonld  become  apparent  that  Professor  Smith  most 
BuilBnly  had  not  eontradicted  Confessional  truth  in  any  of  his  teachings.    Pro* 
^■sr  Soilth  had  been  eharged  with  holding  opinions  which  he  did  not  hold,  which 
be  never  held,  bnt  which  he  had  over  and  over  again  repudiated.    But  notwith- 
ftssding  all  ho  (Mr.  Taylor)  had  heard  in  fsTOor  of  Sir  H.  Moncreiflfs  motion,  he 
Bostsaj  that  the  passing  of  such  a  motion  would  deeply  wound  his  sense  of  justice. 
)t  vaa  plainly  on  the  face  of  it  a  proposal  to  punish  a  man  without  haTiog  proved 
UT  chatgo  against  him.     He  freely  admitted,  nar,  he  held,  that  it  was  within  the 
cMKitBiioBal  right  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  to  remove  an  office-bearer  from  office 
vhhtai  any  lismi  of  proeess.     He  believed  that  things  might  come  to  that  that  an 
«i»heaf<er  might  make  himself  so  intolerable  as  that  the  Church  should  say  that 
tt«T  esald  noi  have  him  any  longer  in  office  ;  they  would  not  interfere  with  his  civik 
Tiftai;  thej  would  pay  his  stipend,  but  they  wonld  not  allow  him  to  work  for  them 
inkifer.     If  the  Chnrch  had  not  some  snch  right  as  that,  they  would  be  at  the 
Gocysf  eTerybody  who  accepted  office  under  them;  and  while  they  had  to  guard 
tkt  Sbeity  of  oaeh  individual  as  against  the  tyranny  of  a  Church,  they  had  also  lo 
fwd  the  Chnroh  against  the  tyranny  of  an  individual.     But  while  maintaining  this 
ngh^he  held  ii  was  altogether  out  of  the  question  that  the  Church,  after  having 
nicrtskea  to  prove  a  libel  against  a  man,  after  having  suspended  him  from  office,. 
sfter  hsstag  pvoeeeoted  the  case  from  year  to  year,  after  having  reached  that  stage 
vfea  it  had  proelaimed  that  the  libel  was  ripe  for  probation,  should  then  drop  the 
bhd,  and  at  the  mme  time  bori  him  from  his  chair.     (Applanse.) 

If  there  was  one  weakness  in  their  Presbyterian  system,  it  was  that  the  same 

•ecnt  was  both  prosecutor  and  judge,  and  if  they  wished  to  place  that  weakness  in 

ft  ferBO  lighty  and  make  people  turn  from  the  system  with  disappointment — well, 

pass  saeh  a  motion  as  was  proposed — that  the  Assembly  as  judge — qua  judge^ 

Jismim  the  charges  sgainst  the  acensed,  but  at  the  same  moment  hsnd  him  over  to 

t^  AssemMj  qua  proseeutor  in  order  to  inflict  punishment  upon  him.     He  could 

net  usdefstaiid  the  grounds  on  which  this  was  argued.     He  found  Dr.  Rainy  re- 

fefiiag  to  jndgments  which  had  been  given  by  previous  Assemblies,  but  Dr.  Rainy 

himmir  s^mowledged  that  technically  these  did  not  bear  against  Professor  Smith 

mers  thaa  against  any  member  of  the  House.    The  only  link  which  could  connect 

thess  with  Professor  Smith — namely,  probation — was  yet  wanting.     They  might 

focBoisle  as  many  charges  against  a  man  as  they  pleased,  but  what  was  that  if 

they  had  not  proved  one  of  them  t    Therefore  it  just  came  to  this,  that  in  the  midst 

<if  asslsma  {ndiefaU  process,  which  had  been  going  on  year  after  year,  expediency  was 

to  slop  in,  sad  that  not  in  order  to  drop  the  libel,  and  restore  the  ttatut  quo — to 

that  hs  hsd  BO  ohfeetion — bat  in  order  to  drop  the  libel,  and  at  the  same  time 

pemsh  the  libelled  man.    Soeh  a  proceeding  would  compromise  the  Church  in  the 

vicv  ef  Christendom  looking  on.    The  honour  of  the  Free  Church  forbade  it ;   the 

credit  ef  Pioshyterianiam  forbsde  it.      Come  what  might,  they  must  do  justly. 

(Applasse.)    Further,  he  objected  to  this  motion,  because  it  would  take  them  away 

f*i^  their  true  and  proper  sttitude  as  towards  the  Holy  Scrip  turos.     He  did  not 

•eed  Is  dwell  on  what  bad  been  shown  over  and  over  again,  that  this  compromise, 

liks  elher  compromises  in  matters  of  belief,  wonld  settle   nothing  and  satisfy 

Bobsdy.     This  motion  eonld  not  please  those  who  opposed  Professor  Smith ;  it 

osold  sot  be  aocepted  by  Dr.  Begfg  and  those  who  held  his  views.     That  was 

*hriMi^  hecanse  while  it  would  put  a  professor  holding  Professor  Smith's  views  out 

^  his  prsfcsseiial  chslr,  it  would  leave  ministers  free  to  preach  and  publish  what 

•f  thctt  they  might.     And  neither  could  it  satisfy  those  who  sympathised  with 

^^"^vinMr  Smith.    They  objected,  first,  to  the  srbitrary  distinction  which  was  then 
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dravn  between  minUters  and  profesaon,  and  especially  to  reatrietton'  being  laid  on 
the  very  persona  whose  busineee  it  was  to  inquire  into  ecitical  quealiooa :  thej 
objected,  secondly,  to  their  own  liberty  as  miniaten  being  baaed  upon  a  m^iataken 
distinction;  and,  thirdly,  they  objected  to  taking  any  at^  in  the  direction  of 
changing  their  old  and  reverent  attitude  aa  towards  the  Word  of  God.  The  frameca 
j>f  the  Confession  were  wise  men,  and  while  they  laid  down  moat  explieitly  tkft  fae& 
of  inspiration,  they  were  careful  to  aroid  laying  down  any  theoiy  or  doctriAe  in  eon* 
nection  with  it. ,  But  thosa  who  had  come  after  them  had  not  been  equally  wise. 
They  had  mixed  up  with  the  fact  of  inspiration  certain  riewa,  critic^  and  oncri' 
lical,  regarding  the  origin  and  airucture  of  the  books  of  Scripture ;  and  theae  things 
they  had  associated  ao  closely  thi^t  it  seemed  to  them  aa  though  the  great  laet  of 
Inspiration  stood  or  fell  with  these  human  Tiews.  Starting  from  the  fact  of  inspira- 
tion>  men  had  gone  on  t6  conclude  d  priori  how  the  Divine  Spirit  moat  hare  noted 
in  the  work  of  inspiring  Holy  Scripture.  Kow  this  many  regarded  aa  both  pre> 
sumptuous  and  perilous.  It  was  preaumptnoua  for  them  to  aay  in  what  way,  by 
what  materials,  by  what  men,  or  by  what  number  of  men.  He  who  was  the  apirit 
of  liberty  had  been  pleased  to  give  us  His  book.  (Applause.)  Further*  U  waa 
perilous,  because  it  hampered  inquiry  in  reference  to  Biblical  criticism,  and,  %i  the 
same  time,  it  brought  into  difficulty,  and  compromised  the  great  doetriiie  of 
inspiration.  Instead  of  deciding  beforehand,  or  on  mere  traditional  grounds*  how 
the  Spirit  of  God  must  have  indited  the  Scriptures,  their  true  attitude,  and  that  of 
the  framers  of  the  Confession,  was  to  stand  faat  to  their  divine  auUiority,  and,  at 
ilie  same  time,  to  inquire  reverently  what  critical  conclusiona  should  be  drawn 
from  tho  phenomena  of  the  Scripturea  themselves.    (Applause.) 

What,  then,  waa  the  course  which  the  Assembly  should  take  1  Dr.  Baiiiy  had 
said  that  he  could  see  no  other  way  out  of  this  difficulty  but  to  adopt  Sir  H.  Hon- 
creifiTs  motion ;  and  the  great  argument  in  support  of  this  course  was  the  mainten- 
unce  of  the  peace  of  the  Church.  Well,  no  loyal  man  oould  fail  to  deaire  tho  peace 
of  his  Church ;  but  let  them  distinguUh  here.  There  waa  the  peaoe  of  moc»l  €alm, 
arising  from  the  absence  of  suspicion  and  the  preaence  of  mutual  oonfidenoa.  But 
there  waa  also  the  peace  of  mental  quieacencCi  of  dull  uniformity  of  opinion^  ariaing 
either  from  indifference  in  a  Church  or  the  undue  repression  of  individual  indepen* 
dence.  He  maintained  that  while  every  man  must  deaire  the  end  of  sn^ieion*  and 
alarms,  it  would  be  a  sad  day  when  the  peace  of  intellectual  monotony  deaoended  on 
their  Church;  and  he  would  say  to  Dr.  lUiny,  and  other  fathera  and  brethren,  that 
it  was  useless  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  in  their  Church  there  were  two  ten- 
dencies— if  they  would,  two  parties—although  in  friendly  relations,  and  thoj  muat 
not  only  recognise  that  fact,  but  give  God  thanks  because  of  it»  for  the  preao&ice  of 
two  elements  in  the  Church  was  necessary  to  its  being  a  living  and  healthful  Gbnreh, 
progressing  in  truth,  and  essential  to  ita  safety.  All  admitted  that  it  waa  the 
strength  and  safety  of  the  political  constitution  that  there  were  two  great  partiaa  in 
the  State  balancing  each  other.  Or  who  did  not  know  that  the  worid  waa  held  in 
its  orbit  by  the  action  of  two  opposing  forces  1  If  the  centrifugal  force  were  to  kave 
all  its  own  way,  their  globe  would  fly  off  at  a  tangent,  deatroyed  and  aprsading 
destruction.  Or  if  the  centripetal  were  to  have  ita  way  uncheckod,  the  globe  ironld 
go  straight  into  the  sun  and  be  reduced  to  aahes.  It  waa  by  the  joint  action  of  the 
two  tendencies  it  maintained  its  true  course.  If  he  were  to  draw  on  imagiaatioB  he 
might  conceive  of  the  centripetal  force  saying  to  the  centrifugal — "  Yonr  tendency 
to  fly  off  is  too  great;  if  I  did  not  constantly  hold  you  in,  you  would  hastan  <^iaio 
dangerous  and  unsettling  paths  ; "  and  of  the  centrifugal,  on  the  other  hand,  oena- 
plaining  of  being  linked  to  a  too  conservative  and  alow-going  force.  But  waa  sueh 
a  thing  to  be  found?  Ko;  there  was  no  schism  in  the  creation  of  God;  opposing 
forces  had  no  jealousy  one  of  another;  oppoaing,  they  yet  wrought  in  hanaoaj. 
And  if  there  was  no  jealousy  between  different  tendencies  in  the  creation  of  God, 
why  should  there  be  in  the  Church  of  God  1 

If  one  member  of  one  of  these  parties  had  aeemed  to  ahoot  aomewhat  ahoftd, 
had  seemed  to  go  too  far,  what  was  the  wise  way  of  dealing  1  Waa  it  to  take  that 
brother  and  ieject  him  1  Was  that  the  way  of  wisdom  %  Or  waa  it  that  the  other 
power  in  the  Church  should  take  hold  of  him>  and,  as  in  one  of  the  motions  hefc^ce 
them,  seek  to  admonish  him  and  instruct  him  in  the  apirit  of  lore  and  brstberljr 
charity,  and  then,  if  he  accepted  these  admonitions  and  instraetions  in  the  spirit  of 
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cbaritf,  then  tnaft  him  with  a  loTing  eonfidence,  and  let  him,  after  his  first  mistake, 
kt  him  go  hsdc  (o  his  work  and  pro?«  himself  what  he  (Kr.  Taylor)  was  sare  Pro  - 
ffoor  Smith  would  prove  in  the  years  to  coine— (cries  of  "  Yes,  yes,"  and  loud 
applisst)— a  ditdpiined  and  chastened  man — a  man  who  had  come  through  the 
finof  a  gitaitrial,  who  liad  been  snspended  for  three  years  from  his  Ohnrch  and 
oicc,  snd  who  would  return  to  bis  work  as  a  disciplined  man,  not  merely  to  kindle 
hii  ova  eathuiaam  in  the  breasts  of  his  students,  bnt  to  teach  them  to  combine 
boscst  inqoiiy  with  beliering  roTerenee  for  the  Word  of  God.    (Applause.) 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  it  was  at  this  stage  agreed  to  limit 
tbt  time  of  the  speaken  to  ten  minutes  each,— >there  l>eing  now  repeated  cries  of 
"Vote,- 

Prfaidpal  BAINY  said  he  did  not  think  they  could  fairly  force  a  vote  at  half- 
put  ame  o'clock,  aUhoogb  he  had  no  donbt  the  Uonse  was  somewhat  ezbansted. 

Mr.  6EDDB3,  Klrkmichael,  said  he  would  vote  for  Dr.  Begg's  motion,  because 
tke  prekation  of  the  iitiel  aeemed  to  him  the  next  step  in  the  legal  and  right  con* 
diet  of  the  case,  and  because  the  grarity  of  the  matters  founded  on  summoned  the 
CMick  to  aim  a(  an  ezpUeit  and  final  delirerance  upon  them. 

That  reasons,  howcTcr,  baring  been  sufficiently  pressed  by  preceding  speakers, 
be  lostd  now,  tniating  in  Him  who  "  perfects  his  strength  in  weakness,*'  presume 
Bpm  ike  attention  of  the  Houae  while  briefly  uttering  his  conrictions  on  the  true 
aitkd  for  the  solution  of  the  things  in  Deuteronomy,  which  the  higher  criticism 
lufffud  "hard  to  be  understood." 

1V<  book,  both  in  its  matter  and  style,  its  history,  legislation,  and  prophecy, 
Earned,  and  was  now  reeelYlng,  mucb  attention.  Perhaps  it  is  too  much  to  affirm 
tias  (^  critics  are  as  yet  wearied  in  the  multitude  of  their  thoughts  concerning  it. 
iWi  vfi  tooeh  the  truth  we  cease  from  onr  labours ;  not  the  methods  of  the  pre- 
niiin^  eritieism,  bnt  of  a  true  theology,  must  here  gnide  us  to  the  truth.  1  ac- 
t:ow}«dge  there  ought  never  to  be  a  dirorce  of  the  critical  from  the  theological 
B^  in  the  scientific  study  of  the  Soriptnres.  Only,  let  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
i^pirit  verk  in  both,  or  let  them  refrain.  "  The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man, 
tit  the  Spirit  of  God." 

The  spiritaality  of  the  legislation  in  Benteronoray,  and  the  advanced  theological 
•UBilpoint  of  the  whole  book,  are  urged  as  reasons  which  make  it  impossible  for 
u  to  accept  it  as  belonging  to  the  beginning  of  the  theocratic  deyelopment,  without 
Baking  the  whole  hiatory  unintelligible.  My  answer  is,  that  the  easily  discernible 
ipmtsai  ferrour  and  exuberance  of  the  book,  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  nearer 
P^oeace  of  Christ,  and  elearer  outshining  of  the  riches  of  the  everlasting  covenant 
«  enee  hi  this  *'  sceond  law." 

They  were  about  to  enter  the  earthly  Canaan,  which  was  to  the  spiritual  Israel 
ttigaa&d  seal  of  their  taking  possession  in  the  covenant  God  of  the  heavenly  in- 
iicntaace,  and  of  their  coming  under  law  to  Christ.  The  law  is  here  as  it  were 
i^ivea  fioa  Mount  Zton.  Faith,  and  faith  working  by  love,  here  predominate  over 
'fpi  ordinanoea  and  elaborate  ritual. 

Tbe  covenant  of  Grace  waa  the  hidden  glory  of  the  Sinaitic  dispensation,  yet 
Ksreeiy  hidden.  The  first  set  of  tablea  was  broken  in  pieces.  The  second  set  was 
Q«t  written  upon  and  delirered  to  Moses  till,  from  the  cleft  of  the  rock,  he  had 
1^^  the  after-glory,  and  had  beard  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  covenant  God  of 
^nee.  Then  eamo  he  down  from  the  mount  with  the  two  tables  in  his  hand,  and, 
'^kisbce  so  shone  that  his  people  could  not  bear  its  brightness.  We  know  whence 
liiaft  eftdgtaee  proceeded.  The  Lawgiver  was  looking  to  Christ,  "  the  end  of  the 
Uv  for  righteouaness  to  every  one  that  believe th.*' 

Ws  have,  then,  in  these  memorable  transactions  at  Sinai  (transactions  which  w« 
«a«t  not  say  are  "  oat  of  place  "  because  the  Spirit  of  Christ  overflowed  for  a  little 
'3 ) Ilea)  a  brief  prelude  of  that  which  appears  in  extenso  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy. 

V«  miy  a^j^  in  ^  mystical  sense  of  it,  Moses'  face  here  shines,  and  for  the  same 
^^asaalorstime.  Tha  testimony  and  the  law  are  going  forth,  as  it  were,  from 
Moaat  Sob,    He&ee  the  aplritnal  wealth  and  pathetic  fervour  of  the  book. 

^  this  geoeiil  aecmint  of  its  nature  and  design  is  contained  the  satisfactory 
*>lstl«a  of  the  main  difflenltiet  preaaed  by  the  critics.  Tt  is  now  matter  of  commou 
talk  vhat  they  have  made  for  their  own  ends  out  of  the  command  concerning  the 
eieeaatalaUar. 
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The  answers  that  have  been  given,  to  the  effect  that  the  injonetion  restrictiitip 
Israel's  sacrifices  to  it  could  not  be  binding  till  the  conditions  specified  bad  been 
realised,  are  good  as  far  as  they  go ;  bat  in  my  jadgment  they  are  to  be  approved, 
rather  as  pointing  ns  forward  to  the  perfectly  satisfactory  answer,  in  which  the 
Christian  mind  can  rest  with  delight — ^viz,  that  in  that  ordinance  we  hare  a  fore* 
shadowing  of  the  great  fact  of  the  Gospel  economy,  thus  announced  by  Pan!  (if  the 
critics  of  the  day  will  overlook  my  ignorance  in  saying  Paul) — "  Wo  have  aa  altar, 
whereof  they  have  no  right  to  eat  that  serve  the  tabernacle." 

But  I  cannot  now  proceed  in  bringing  the  same  light  to  bear  npon  other  dilfi- 
colties.  Let  me  only  say  summarily,  and  in  conclusion,  that  it  soppliea  the  reason 
for  the  addition  to  the  form  of  the  fourth  commandment  as  found  in  Deuteronomy ; 
for  the  large  account  of  and  great  prominence  given  to  Moses'  mediation  for  the 
people,  in  the  recapitulatory  history  of  the  giving  of  the  law;  for  the  introdoetioo 
of  the  memorable  prophecy  concerning  the  raising  up  in  the  flesh  of  Jeans  Christ, 
to  be  Israel*!  everlasting  Prophet — proving  that  the  law  in  Deuteronomy  looks  for- 
ward to  gospel.times;  for  the  confession  and  thanksgiving  to  be  ofi*ered  by  the 
people  with  the  first  fruits  of  the  newly  possessed  inheritance — a  distinet  ordinance 
from  that  enforcing  the  offering,  thereafter,  of  the  annual  first  fmita. 

On  these  and  other  deeply  significant  and  important  matters,  the  leading  prin- 
ciple of  interpretation  for  the  book  of  the  "  eecond  law,"  which  1  have  thus  preaomed 
to  expound  and  exemplify,  will  be  found  to  throw  a  satisfying  HghL  Let  those 
who  are  inquiring  reflect  on  the  things  spoken  at  their  leisure. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  of  Kinmundy  (elder),  felt  from  the  first  outline  of  Sir  Henry 
MoncreifTs  motion  which  came  to  his  knowledge  that  there  waa  an  element  of 
iojustice  in  it  which  would  for  ever  prevent  him  from  adhering  to  it  in  the  remotest 
degree.  (Applause.)  And  he  noticed  to-day,  with  some  surprise,  that  neither  tbe 
mover  nor  seconder,  nor  any  one  who  had  spoken  in  support  of  it,  had  touched  the 
question  of  the  justice  of  the  motion.     (Applauae.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCRGIFF— I  defended  the  justice  of  iU 

Mr.  FERGUSON  said  that  if  Sir  Henry  did,  it  escaped  him  and  others  sitting 
near  him.  He  had  defended  the  competency  and  power  of  the  Assembly,  but  bad 
passed  over  the  justice  of  the  motion.  As  had  been  already  said,  by  dropping  the 
libel  they  withdrew  all  the  charges  against  Professor  Smith,  and  yet  they  proceeded 
in  the  same  breath  to  impose  a  penalty,  which  they  could  only  have  imposed,  if 
they  had  proved  those  charges.  (Hear.)  A  letter  was  referred  to  in  the  morning 
from  an  elder  in  Aberdeen.  He  daresaid  it  had  some  weight  with  the  House, 
but  he  could  very  well  tell  them  why  there  should  not  be  very  much  weight 
attached  to  that  letter.  He  knew  who  the  writer  was ;  he  knew  the  eireomstances 
of  his  writing,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  he  could  mention  them  to  the 
Assembly,  that  would  be  quite  enough  to  make  them  believe^(eries  of  **  Name,'* 
and  disapprobation.)  Well,  he  would  mention  the  name  if  that  letter  had  any 
weight  at  all.  The  writer  was  an  excitable  man,  and  a  man — (Interruption.) 
Well,  he  wished  to  say  that  there  was  really  no  weight  to  be  attached  to  that  letter 
at  all.  Again,  it  had  been  stated  over  and  over  again  to-day,  that  the  ezeitement 
on  this  question  had  been  progressing,  and  that  the  alarm  had  been  growing;  He 
ventured  to  say  his  experience  had  been  very  much  the  reverse,  and  he  ventured 
to  make  that  statement  strongly.  He  ventured  to  say  that  for  one  who  undeimtood 
the  question  three  years  ago,  there  were  fifty  who  understood  it  now.  Instead  of 
the  alarm  growing,  it  had  been  very  much  decreasing.  (Applause.)  People  were 
beginning  to  find  out  there  was  not  the  danger  that  had  been  supposed  in  this 
matter.  He  had  been  asked  specially  to  speak  on  l>ehalf  of  young  men  in  Aber- 
deen— not  students,  but  the  large  class  of  young  men  in  business,  in  offices,  in 
shops,  and  warehouses — who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  studying  together  in  tbe 
Young  Men's  Christian  Institution,  and  he  was  asked  to  say  on  theb-  behalf  that 
they  had  derived  the  greatest  amount  of  help  in  Biblical  studies,  in  the  aettiemeat 
of  their  faith,  from  the  assistance  they  had  reeeived  from  Professor  Smith.  Tbe 
students  who  had  studied  under  his  teaehing,  said  that  so  liar  from  being  unsettled 
— and  many  went  to  his  class  very  unsettied — and  those  who  knew  Aberdeen  knew 
where  they  got  that  unsettiement — (hear,  hear) — they  were  settled  by  Professor 
Smith — settied  in  the  Bible,  in  their  faitb,  in  their  doetrines,  and  in  their  belief  in 
inspiration.    He  had  tried  again  and  sgain,  and  asked  on  all  hands,  to  get  tbe 
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fume  of  anj  one  who  had  been  unaettied  by  Professor  Smith — (applause) — and  he 
hid  failed  to  get  it  (Loud  applause.)  They  were  told  of  many — but  woald  they 
gire  hlin  their  names — (hear) — for  he  would  like  to  aak  them  whether  it  waa  Pro- 
ittsor  Smith,  or  somebody  else,  that  had  unsettled  them.  (Laughter.)  He  could 
out?  uy  for  himself  that  Professor  Smith  had  made  him  know  his  Bible  better  than 
be  did  before.  Anybody  looking  at  this  case  would  say  the  aame  thing — that, 
iaiie&d  of  shaking  their  faith  in  the  Bible,  it  had  deepened  their  reverence,  because 
it  hid  enlsiged  their  intelligent  conception  of  the  foundations  on  which  the  Word 
0.'  God  ataadis,  and  of  the  concomitant  evidence  there  is  that  that  Word  is  the  Word 
of  Qod.  He  would  not  object  to  see  in  Br.  Beith's  motion  an  expression  that  the 
ptftieidir  view  of  the  theory  of  Deuteronomy  waa  not  the  view  accepted  in  this 
Cktich.  It  was  not  hia  (Sir.  Ferguson's)  view.  He  was  open  to  proof  on  the 
iihjeet  He  would  like  to  see  this  combined  with  Dr.  Beith's  motion.  They  were 
uH  they  vere  fighting  a  battle  that  waa  loat  Well,  lost  battles  were  sometimes 
ihf  be^ings  of  liberty.     ( Applause.) 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  had  intended  to  aupport  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg,  and  in 

this  Tiev  had  suggested  in  the  forenoon  that  a  vote  should  be  come  to  before  the 

idJMnmeat,  In  order  that  probation,  might  be  proceeded  with  in  the  event  of  that 

asttoo  being  carried.    Aa  that  had  not  been  agreed  to,  he  now  supported  Sir  Henry 

MoKretfTs  motion,  aa  he  was  afraid  the  other  would  entail 'additional  delay.    He 

taa  nther  surprised  to  hear  Hr.  Ferguson  aay  that  neither  he  nor  anybody  else 

'•iiithfihsd  seen  has  been  unaettied  by  these  dangeroua  views,  and  then  immediately 

tokU  them  that  he  nor  anybody  he  knew  ever  believed  them.    Of  course,  anybody 

*^  lerer  believed  them  would  never  be  unsettled  by  them.    The  real  point  between 

Pniasir  Smith  and  the  Church  had  been  decided  by  former  Assemblies.    He  held 

t^theprindple  now  contended  for  by  these  new  teachings  could  not  be  restricted 

(01^  Book  of  Deuteronomy  alone,  but  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament  might  be 

Mtvith  in  the  same  way.    There  was  a. notion  by  Kuenen  and  others  on  the 

'-Aauieat  that  Abraham,  for  example,  was  not  a  truly  historical  person,  but  merely 

tffintife  penonification  of  later  Jewish  beliefs.    Noir,  he  would  like  to  know  on 

vbtpriseiple  they  were  to  admit  the  figurative  character  of  Mosaic  legislation  and 

adode  the  same  riew  of  Abrahamic  or  any  other  Old  Testament  histoiy.    Dr.  Bell 

kid  iseoleated  caution  in  deciding  on  these  matters,  and  quoted  the  instancea  of 

Mtnnomy  and  geologj  which  had  formerly  been  objected  to  as  opposed  to  Scripture. 

Bitt  (here  was  no  true  analogy  between  such  examples  and  the  present  caae,  for  they 

veenov  dealing  with  direct  and  explicit  statements  oC  Scripture  itself.    A  much 

Bwe  dose  analogy  existed  between  the  present  case  and  former  supposed  errors  in 

ScnptBre>--Boeh  aa  the  atatementa  about  Cy renins,  Sergius  Paulus,  and  stUl  more 

noe&tly,  Belshazzar — in  which,  after  all,  the  perfect  historical  accuracy  of  Scripture 

M  been  vindicated.    Dr.  Laidlaw  had  said  Professor  Smith  should  be  aent  back 

(4  teich  the  spiritual  exegesis  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  be  told  to  let  the  higher 

^ntiofim  alone.     But  how  could  he  do  that  when  he  believed  that  without  the 

^^r  eritteism,  and  its  concluaiona  about  the  Mosaic  legislation,  the  whole  history 

of  I&Tiel  was  unintelligible. 

Kr.  MITCHELL  (elder),  Aberdeen,  aaid— I  wish  to  explain  that  Mr.  Fexgnson 
bf  fiUea  into  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  anthor  of  the  letter  which  has  been  read 
Ij  Sir  Henty.  If  I  heard  that  letter  aright^  it  was  dated,  not  from  Aberdeen,  but 
•MB  Ketgh  and  Tough.  Mr.  Ferguson  has  spoken  about  a  Mr.  Rait  in  Aberdeen 
u  the  sathor  of  it»  whom  I  know  well,  and  rather  deprecate  the  way  In  which  he 
u!ked  of  him ;  but  Mr.  Bait  of  Aberdeen  was  not  the  author  of  the  letter,  but  a 
Mr.  Halt  from  Keigh  and  Tough,  who,  I  understand,  is  a  member  of  this  House, 
^  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Ferguson  will  greatly  regret  having  inadvertently  apoken  so 
u  to  vound  that  gentleman's  feelings. 

Sir  HBKRT  MONCREIFF  said  the  letter  waa  undoubtedly  from  Keigh-Tough, 
^  ^  °^^^  mention  that  the  letter  would  appear  in  the  newspapers. 

y^r.  FERGUSON,  of  Kinmnndy  (elder)~I  supposed  that  Sir  Henry  said  the 
ieUtf  was  dated  from  Aberdeen.  ("  No,  no.")  Tben»  of  course,  what  I  atated  does 
^  t^ply  to  that  gentleman,  and  I  withdraw  IL 

.  Professor  BLAIKIE  said  that  but  for  the  late  hour,  he  should  have  liked  to 
fire  his  reasona  for  not  supporting  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg,  nor  that  of  Sir  Henzy 
Moeerei£    He  had  given  much  attention  to  Sir  Henry'a  motion,  bat  from  the 
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caiaie  of  its  propoftals  ht  coald  not  rote  for  it  oonafaitentlj  with  his  senae  of  dotj. 
As  to  the  other  motions,  he  might  say  that  throe  days  ago  nothing  seemed  more 
onlikoly  than  that  ho  weald  ho  the  man  to  eontemplato  a  motion  for  repomD; 
ProfoBsof  Smith.  Before  that  conld  bo  done,  it  was  neeessary  that  something  ahoold 
be  done  on  the  professor's  part  to  latasfy  the  reasonable  anxieties  of  the  Church  aa 
to  the  msthod  and  totte  and  sobstanoe  of  his  Aitnre  teaching.  He  had  little  ezpw- 
tation  then  of  any  sach  assoranoe  being  given.  Bnt  two  nights  ago,  when  the 
motions  of  Dr.  Laidlaw  and  Dr.  Belth  were  read  ont,  a  ray  of  light  seemed  to  enter 
his  mind,  beeaoBO  one  of  these  motions  proposed  that  the  Atsembly  sboald  declare 
that  the  views  associated  with  the  name  of  ProfoMor  Smith  were  not  the  views  of 
the  Chnreh,  and  the  other  proposed  that  Professor  Smith  shoald  be  solemly  admon- 
ished by  the  Moderator.  The  thought  oeoancd  to  liim  that  if  these  motioos  were 
tabled  by  members  of  the  House  friendTy  to  Professor  Smith,  there  was  a  presump- 
tion that  the  professor  himself  would  concur  in  one  or  both  of  them.  Dr.  Begg,  he 
thought,  remarked  quite  truly  to-day  that  an  admonition  implied  somethlnif  in  the 
shape  of  an  acknowledgment  that  there  was  ground  for  an  admonition.  If  Mr. 
Smith  was  willing  to  be  admonished,  or  willing  to  accept  a  motion  dodaring  Uiat 
his  views  were  not  those  of  the  Church,  that  sorely  was  a  considersAion  of  sosie 
importsnoe.  But  there  was  a  link  wanting  to  connect  the  presumption  with  prooC 
Ho  felt  strongly  that  it  would  be  a  help  to  him  if  the  opportunity  were  giren  to 
Professor  Smith  to  sptak  to  this  point  (Applause.)  He  did  not  make  this  as  t 
proposal,  but  he  put  ii  in  the  view  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  mored  these  motioos 
-^Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Beith,  or  any  other — who^  know  more  al>out  his  views,  that  if 
Professor  Smith  liad  any  statement  to  make  it  would  help  the  House  to  decide  the 
esse.    (Applause.) 

Provost  CAMPBELL,  Greenock,  at  the  ontsot^  referred  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Beith  as 
having  spoken  of  himself  as  representing  Uio  ddera  of  the  West  of  Scotland. 
Mn  BEITH  denied  that  he  had  spoken  of  himself  in  that  way. 
Provost  CAMPBELL-— Well,  he  seemed  to  think  he  represented  the  greater  por- 
tion of  them. 

Mr.  BBITH^-Kolhing  of  the  kind. 

Provost  CAMPBELL — At  all  events,  he  led  the  House  to  believe  that^ 
Mr.  BEITH — What  I  said  was  that  a  meeting  of  the  elders  had  been  convened 
in  Glasgow  in  referenott  to  this  oase,  and  that  I  represented  that  meeting. 

Provost  CAMPBELL — I  speak  my  impression  of  it  and  of  others  when  I  say 
that  he  led  us  to  believe  that  he  represented  the  elders  of  the  West  of  ScotUnd. 
(Applause  and  hisses.) 

Principal  BAIN  x— Unquestionably  Mr.  Beith  said  **  a  meeting  of  elders  in 
Glasgow."    (Applause.) 

After  some  remarks  from  the  MODERATOR,  who  corroborated  Principal  Baioj*s 
view — 

Provost  CAMPBELL  expressed  himself  satisfied,  but  ho  thought  that  those  who 
held  with  Mr.  Beith  took  a  great  responsibility  upon  themselves.  (Hear,  hear. ) 
He  believed  they  did  not  represent  the  general  feeling  of  the  elders  of  the  ^ee 
Church,  and  he  would  be  sorry  if  it  was  the  impres^n  of  the  Assembly  that  they 
did.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  satisfied  that  the  feeling  throughout  the  Church 
against  the  views  of  Professor  Smith,  as  published  in  the  article  **  Bible,**  was 
much  greater  than  many  supposed,  and  that  if  he  were  sent  back  to  his  chair  there 
would  be  a  shout  of  disapprobation  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  (**  Oh,  oh,"  and 
applause.)  To  repone  him  after  a  slight  admonition,  or  even  censure,  would  be  to 
treat  the  offence  far  too  lightly.  ("Ob,  oh,"  and  applause.)  He  looked  upon  the 
offence  as  a  Tory  grave  one,  and  notwithstanding  what  had  been  said  by  Mr. 
Pc^rguson  as  to  Professor  Smith's  desire  to  combat  the  opinions  of  sceptical 
writers,  he  held  that  bis  opinions  were  more  akin  to  those  of  sceptical  writers  on 
the  continent  than  to  those  of  the  Free  Church.  {**  No,  no,"  applause,  and  hisses 
from  the  students.)  He  had  himself  read  the  articles  in  the  "  BncyclopSBdia,"  and 
he  defied  any  one  to  sit  down  and  read  them  with  an  unlnaated  mind,  and  then  rise 
and  say  that  they  had  confirmed  his  belief  in  the  inspiration  and  authority  of  the 
Bible.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  calculated  to  do  the  very  opposite,  and  deserved 
mnoh  severer  dealing  than  was  involved  in  a  mere  admonition,  or  even  a  censure,  as 
was  proposed  by  Dt%  Beitb«    To  say  the  least,  the  views  were  dangerous  and 
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metUia;,  m  lUtod  in  Sir  Henry  Konoreiff 's  motion,  and  seeing  ibey  were  not 
retneled  or  repudiated  ha  thooght  the  most  lenient  way  to  deal  with  Professor 
SmJih  «aa  to  nlieve  him  from  hia  eliair.  ("  "So,  no/'  hiaaes,  and  applanae.)  He 
M  Dot  iMnic  lesa  wonld  satiafy  the  graTity  of  the  caae,  and  seeing  Sir  Heniy'a 
mocioa  did  not  aeak  to  depoae  him  ftvfn  the.  ministry  his  friends  shoald  be  oontent. 
r  Xo^  ao^*  and  hissea.)  He  thooght  a  great  deal  eonld  be  said  in  faronr  of  the 
panftioa  token  by  J>r«  Begg;  even  thongh  the  isane  shoald  be  deposition,  bat  he 
iko^  Ike  Chnreh  wonld.  In  the  meantime,  sufficiently  exonerate  herself  by  the 
kaerpeaishmeiit  propoaed  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff.  ("Oh,  oh,**  and  applause.) 
Wkstem  Professor  Smith'a  frienda  might  say,  he  believed  the  •  Ohnreh  hayd  a  duty 
\6  pofeiai  en  thia  qneotion,  not  only  in  connection  with  her  own  people,  but  with 
iii  Christeadom.  If  hia  opiniona  were  not  stamped  with  aome  oatatanding  mark  of 
&ippioTaI,  people  wwsld  say  thai  the  Free  Church  had  no  great  dislike  to  them. 
'Cries  of  ^So,  na'O  Now,  the  Ohnreh  had  said  over  and  over  again  that  it  did 
diilike  thenit  aiid  evea.  Professor  Smith's  friends — ^Dr.  Beitb,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  and  Mr. 
litis— kad  condemned  them  in  tlielr  speeches,  and  so  had  Mr.  Macklntoab,  who, 
b  fii  glad  to  hear,  atood  to  the  old  traditional  view. 

Ml  MACKINTOSH— I  did  not  aay  so,  I  said  the  opposite. 

PivfQst  CAMPBBLL — 1  onderatood  yon  to  say  you  agreed  with  Dr.  Chalmers, 
Or.  Hodge,  and  others  in  regard  to  inspiration. 

Xr.  MACJUNTOSH-— Tes,  bat  a»t  in  regard  to  Deuteronomy.  I  think  Pro- 
'fBorSaith'a  opinion  with  respeot  to  Deuteronomy  can  be  reconciled  with  correct 
r<«iiffattpiration. 

hwsst  CAMPBELL-— They  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  irreconcilable,  but  T  am 
NDjifl  have  miaappxehended  Mr.  Mackintosh.  If  Mr.  Mackintosh,  however,  de-^ 
U  IWesaor  Smith'a  opiniona^  he  atanda  almost  alone  among  those  who  have  spoken 
ii  is  Mnee,  for  ihcy  condemned  hia  opinions  without  any  dubiety.  Dr.  Laidlaw 
■Ti  k  is  deaerving  of  heavy  blame,  and  that  tlioagh  he  wishes  the  professor  to 
mn  ke  dees  not  wish  hia  opiniona  to  survive.  Mr.  Innea  says  that  Professor 
Sailh'i  TiewB  are  unaafe  and  unsound,  although  he  thinka  the  censure  proposed  by 
Dr.  Betth  a  sufficient  pnnishment^  and  others  also  spoke  to  the  same  effect.  Both 
BdessK,  therefore^  nhnoat  unanhnona  in  condemning  Professor  Smith's  opinions, 
ad  the  question  ia,  what  ia  neeeaaaiy  to  be  done  by  the  Church  to  ahow  her  dis< 
ippofsl  of  the  opinions  promnlgated  by  one  of  her  professors,  and  scattered  broad* 
flit  onr  the  world  by  meana  of  the  "  Enoyelopsadia."  Had  the  Church  alone  been 
^•etcd,  posaibly  the  admonition  of  Dr.  Laidlaw,  or  the  censure  of  Dr.  Beith,  might 
^  isffideat,  but  when  they  are  publiahed  throughout  Great  Britain,  and  over  the 
vMe  world,  he  fait  it  waa  needfnl  for  the  credit  of  the  Church  that  her  con* 
^oustion  oif  Profeaaor  Smith*a  views  should  also  be  known  over  the  world.  (Hear» 
ketr.)  If  they  dealt  lightly  with  the  case,  there  waa  the  risk  that  people  wonld  look 
Bpoft  tho  oiTence  aa  a  small  one  to  be  easily  condoned — (cries  of  "  No,  no  **) — but  if 
^7  doslt  with  it  aa  Sir  Heniy  Moncreiff  propoaed,  they  would  testify  their  dis* 
>?profBl  ef  the  profisasor's  opinions  in  a  way  that  could  not  be  gainsaid.  (Cries  of 
"Oh, oh,* and  "Time's  up.")  The  admonition  and  censure  proposed  in  the  other 
^  snCionB  were  quite  inadeqnate.  The  fact  that  he  waa  reponed  would  take  away 
Jtogetlwr  the  valne  of  the  censure.  ("  No,  no.")  It  would  look  as  if  the  Church 
'retted  the  offence  aa  a  very  trivial  one.  (Cries  of  "  No,  no,"  and  hisses  from  the 
nlkry.)  People  would  say  these  opinions  were  now  to  be  received  and  tolerated  in 
^e  Free  Ghaich — (erica  of  "  No,  no,"  **  Shame,  shame  ") — and  thia  would  go  out  to 
^  vkolo  world  to  her  detriment,  and  she  would  lose  the  high  position  she  has 
tiikeito  maintained  aa  the  upholder  of  the  historical  troth  and  inspiration  of  the 
^oid  of  God.  {**  No,  no,"  applause,  hisses,  and  cries  of  "  Time's  up.")  If,  how- 
tnt,  the  Free  Chnreh  refused  to  be  turned  away  from  doing  right  by  mere  senti- 
■cst^  sad  shewed  that  ahe  waa  willing  to  perform  her  doty  aa  the  maintainor  of  the 
^n^  si  all  iio*»«i*«^  she  wonld  continue  to  be  honoured  and  admired  throughout  the 
twid.    (Hisaea,  applause,  and  erica  of  "  Time'a  up.") 

Professor  8ALM0ND — I  do  not  wish  to  speak  to  the  motions  at  this  time  of 
^^t,  but  I  wiah  to  ask  you,  sir,  whether  an  opportunity  may  still  be  found  for  Pro- 
haot  Ssdlh  to  addrssa  thia  House.  (Applause,  and  cries  of  «  No,  no.")  I  pat  this 
qveitioa  psiticBlarly  on  the  ground  that  it  haa  become  extremely  apparent  that  a 
Terj  ooai^eiable  amount  of  new  matter  haa  been  imported  into  the  oouna  of  the 
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debate.  I  refer  very  speeitlly  to  the  mtny  gUiemenU  made  with  retpeet  to  Pivfai- 
aor  Smith's  viewB  on  inspiration  ;  and  what  I  wish  to  aaeerftain,  in  the  fint  pUee, 
is  whether  it  is  to  be  considered  right  that  Professor  Smith  ahoald  still  be  hcvi 
(Applaase,  and  cries  of  *'  No.  no.**) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF— This  is  %  question  in  regard  to  the  ansveriagof 
which  I  do  not  particularly  wish  to  take  part  Bot  it  is  evident  the  whole  qociti«& 
of  this  kind  depends  on  the  purpose  for  which  It  is  to  be  employed  in  regiid  to 
Professor  Smith  being  heard,  if  it  were  really  possible  to  bring  abont  the  eoademD 
that  Professor  Smith  was  to  have  an  opportunity  afforded  him  in  the  lines  Prafeaor 
Blaikie  pointed  out.  But  the  idea  that  variooa  opinlona  have  been  inserted  into 
this  discnasion  about  inspiration  aa  the  reaaon  for  Professor  Smith  being  heard 
now,  I  do  not  think  right.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL— After  all  the  motiona  thnt  hare  been  made,  lad  all 
the  speeehes  that  have  been  thought  necessary  in  anpporting  these  motions,  itMcm 
to  me  not  only  a  reasonable  thing,  but  in  keeping  with  n  eourt  of  Ohrisl^s  kooK, 
that  Professor  Smith  should  be  heard  if  he  had  anything  to  aay.  I  may  state  Uiai  1 
had  a  conversation  with  Professor  Smith  a  few  nights  ago,  and  the  reault  of  thsteoi- 
yersalion  was  so  gratifying,  and  interested  me  so  deeply,  that  I  said  to  him,  **  Will 
yon  not  say  these  things  in  the  Assembly  1  '*  And  hia  answer  was,  '*  Yes,  iif  I  bad 
the  opportunity."    (Applause.) 

Professor  SALMONB^It  is  entirely  aa  the  reanlt  of  the  anggeation  threwaoat 
by  Dr.  Blaikie  that  I  venture  to  ask  that  queatiou.  If  the  Honae  do  net  set  iti 
way  to  accept  this  proposal.  I  have  another  auggestion  to  make. 

Dr.  WILSON— I  feel  aa  atrongly  as  I  felt  in  the  moming  thnt  aothhig  eesU 
exceed  the  impropriety  of  calling  on  Profeaaor  SoUth  at  thia  stage  of  the  proeead- 
ings.  Professor  Smith  had  an  opportunity  of  apeaking  in  the  morning,  of  wUeb  he 
did  not  avaU  himaelf,  and  he  cannot  now  come  in  at  the  close  of  the  diseaaiiiB  in 
order  to  inflaence  one  way  or  another  the  decision  to  whioh  the  Oeneral  AesembW 
may  be  disposed  to  come.  It  would  be  in  the  last  degree  disorderly — (spplsoae, 
and  criea  of "  No,  no  ")•— and  indecorous. 

ICr..BINNI£,  Glasgow — This  court  is  n  court  which  eomMnes  the  offiea  of  a 
jury  and  the  province  of  a  judge  in  paasing  sentence,  if  the  Honse  oartiea  any  one 
of  theae  motions,  Professor  Smith  is  not  only  to  be  convicted,  bot  the  amoont  of 
puniabment  awarded  to  him  is  implied  in  the  motion.  Before  sentence  is  psssed,  I 
think  an  opportunity  should  be  given  to  Professor  Smith  to  aay  why  it  should  aot 
be  passed.     (Cries  of "  No.  no.") 

Dr.  BEOQ — The  decision  on  this  point  was  given  in  the  morning— ("  No,  no") 
— and  the  anawer  to  Mr.  Binnie  haa  been  also  given,  that  it  ia  only  when  Jadgmeot 
is  proDOunced  that  a  criminal  ia  called  np.  (Hisses  and  appUuae.)  If  any  expia- 
nation  ia  required,  Profeaaor  Smith  may  be  called  in,  bnt  that  anything  ltt:e  Pro- 
fessor Smith  coming  in  at  the  end  of  the  diaeuaaion  ia  entirely  out  of  the  qoestioD. 
I  would  certainly  divide  the  House  againat  any  sueh  proposal.  (Applause.)  It  ia 
thoroughly  irregular,  and  in  that  I  entirely  agree  with  Dr.  Wilaon.     (Applanse.) 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon — I  would  also  rather  divide  the  House  than  have  what  vsi 
virtually  decided  in  the  morning  overturned  now.  The  only  way  to  have  Professor 
Smith  at  the  bar  would  be  by  statement  submitted  to  ns  on  his  part,  or  by  some  of 
his  friends  in  this  court,  that  we  had  reaaon  to  believe  that  the  atatement  to  be 
made  by  him  at  the  bar  modified,  and  so  far  altered,  hia  position  in  connection  with 
the  statementa  published  by  him,  which  would  seriously  modify  onr  opinion  before 
proceeding  to  the  vote.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  is  the  only  ground  on  which  speskiog 
will  be  possible.    (Applause.)    If  Dr.  Begg  makes  a  motion,  I  beg  to  aecond  it. 

Mr.  FERGUSON  of  Klnmundy— Moderator,  it  was  at  my  suggestion  in  the 
morning  that  Mr.  Wood  withdrew  his  motion  on  which  he  meant  to  divide  the 
House  aa  to  this  very  question,  whether  Professor  Smith  waa  to  be  heard  at  the  end 
of  the  debate  or  not,  and  it  waa  on  the  dlatlnct  understanding  that  if  any  ftiend  ol 
Professor  Smith  moved  that  he  ahould  be  recalled  to  the  bar— (hear,  hear,  and 
applauae) — and  asked  to  give  special  explanation  on  any  point,  he  waa  to  beat 
liberty  to  do  ao.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  it  can  tlirow  any  light  on  the  qneatioa  now. 
whether  it  be  a  atatement  from  Professor  Smith,  or  an  expresalon  of  his  vievi  on 
inspiration  which  have  been  called  In  queation,  I  think  it  ia  in  the  right  of 
Professor  Salmond,  or  any  of  his  friends,  to  move  accordingly.    I  do  aot  say  be 
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ibov]d  hi  caUed  to  the  bar  and  allowed  to  go  into  the  whole  debate ;  but  on  the 
qieatioQ  of  imipiration  and  hii  willingnesB  to  make  a  statement,  or  express  his 
lorrovai  hsriog  stated  his  Tiews,  recklessly  perhaps,  or  without  sofficient  eleamess, 
w  Dr.  B^Ii  lisa  been  suggesting,  it  is  for  Ms  friends  to  decide. 

Mr.  BOBBBTSON,  Stnthblane— Speaking  for  the  yoang  men,  I  say  we  shall 
cot  be  satisfied  nnless  we  hear  Professor  Smith. 

Sir  H£NRY  JfONCRElFF—I  deny  that  the  merit  of  Professor  Smith's  Tiewa 
n  iaipirstion  has  been  really  before  the  House.  The  question  before  the  House  is 
fimplj  vbat  is  Uie  Intimate  results  of  the  views  which  he  has  published  upon 
]>«tfei<momy.  The  qoesUon  is  not  Professor  Smith's  views  on  inspiration.  We 
htrt  Dotkisg  ootside  that  question  as  to  Denteronomy,  and,  therefore.  I  say  I  object 
t«  bif  being  asked  to  say  anything  on  the  other  subject ;  but  on  the  point,  whether 
be  ii  prepued  to  make  any  aeknowledgment  as  would  justify  either  of  the  two 
B«tioBs  referred  to,  if  that  is  put  in  a  very  distinct  form,  and  it  is  put  very  carefully 
aio  writing  what  the  form  of  the  question  is  to  be,  and  Professor  Smith  is  asked 
vbetker  be  really  is  ready  to  mske  any  sneh  acknowledgments  which  giye  a 
^ndstiea  for  those  two  motions,  1  wonld  not  think  it  worth  my  while  to  object. 
Hear,  hear.) 

Priaeipal  RAINY— I  think  it  should  be  put  in  some  shape  in  writing.  (The 
nr.  Piiaeipal  was  beginning  to  suggest  a  method,  but  stopped  short,  with  the 
tmak  ihst  parties  desirous  of  supporting  these  motions  wonld  better  put  it  in 
vTUisf  for  tbemeelTes.) 

Mr.OGlLyY,  Hotherwell— The  supporters  of  Dr.  Laidlaw*s  and  Dr.  Beith's 
s«iiBi  sre  very  maeh  interested  to  hare  some  idea  of  Professor  Smith*s  views  at 
("SMBent.  It  enters  into  the  jodgment  we  have  to  form,  and  it  is  very  necessary 
*eibBld  hear  Mm  before  g^ing  to  the  vote. 

Dr.B£OG~U  is  clear-><eries  of  "  Order  "  and  interruption)— that  the  distinc- 
f» —  ("Order,  order.") 

Sir  HBNRY  MONGRBIPP— Dr.  Begg  is  speaking  to  order. 

Dr.  BEGQ — ^What  I  have  got  to  say  is,  there  is  a  complete  distinction  between 
vktt  is  sfged  and  what  is  admitted,  although  they  are  now  spoken  of  as  if  they  were 
€S(  tad  the  same  thing.  The  one  is  that  Professor  Smith  should  be  called  in  to 
>peik  St  Isige — ("  No,  no">— and,  if  ha  chooses,  to  review  the  debate ;  the  other  Is 
^  be  shoold  be  asked  to  give  a  specific  statement  in  reference  to  any  matter  of 
^mU  if  he  choose.  If  the  latter  proposal  is  made,  let  it  be  put  in  wilting,  let  the 
rawH  wbo  are  to  make  the  propossJ  put  it  in  writing,  so  that  the  statement  may 
^  lasited  to  the  precise  point  alleged  to  require  ezplanadon,  and  if  the  motion  is 
F«t  is  writing  and  so  tied  down,  I  could  hsve  no  objection. 

Mr.  7RRGUS0N--That  is  all  I  contend  for. 

Mr.JOSSPH  WOOD,  Aberdeen  (elder),  confirmed  Mr.  Ferguson's  view  of  the 
cadeistoading  arrived  at  in  the  morning. 

A  XKMBBB  (speaking  from  the  back  of  the  hall) — That  is  the  opinion  of  all 
nosd  aboat  here.     (Laughter  and  applause.) 

Priaeipal  BAIN  Y—- 1  think  we  should  give  our  friends  who  have  put  this  pro- 
}'^  tfa  Bdnntea  to  see  if  they  csn  put  it  into  any  shspe  acceptable  to  the  House. 
Ve  ssght  to  have  the  point  clearly  before  us,  and  not  get  into  a  discussion  when 
^^nhmm  Smith  is  at  the  bar. 

Pwfeiiui'  LIKDSAY — Allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion,  that  as  Professor  Smith 
^  sUea^y  seen  both  these  motions,  and  has  consented  to  them,  unless  there  is  full 
liberty  |^  he  granted  him— which  I  understood  was  to  be  granted,  or  the  motion 
'iMsld  ast  he  withdrawn— I  don't  see  the  use  of  asking  him  in.     (Cries  of  **  Vote,'' 

Mbaar  SALUOND  said  he  supported  Dr.  Beith's  motion,  but,  with  many 
^^n,  ha  «Mi  very  maeh  in  sympathy  with  tiiat  of  Dr.  Lsidlaw.  There  were  two 
^^■wiiift  Di;  Laidlftw'a  motion  which  gave  them  some  difficulty.  One  was  appa- 
^*^^tm  amhignovs  character.  That  was  the  expression  at  the  beginning  of  the 
»<tfii ilto  the  views  published  by  Professor  Smith.  They  would  understand  the 
^■^oflibMHi  vhieh  Dr.  Laidlaw  put  upon  the  phrase.  He  meant  by  that,  not 
^th—wiiu  views  ontside  the  liberties  allowed  by  the  Confession  of  the  Chnrch, 
Utdi^lyikM  they  were  not  the  views  generally  accepted  in  the  Church,  or  that 
^  Ohuih  httd  Boi  iD  any  way  identified  herself  with  them.    If  that  was  the  sense 
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la  whieh  tUs  ezpreuiMi  wu  to  be  Ukeo,  he  thenght  the  w%j  might  be  foimd  for 
iatredoeing  ft  eUnae  into  Dr.  Belth'e  motion  which  might  very  eaailj  cofer  Jh, 
Lftidlaw'e  position.  The  other  cImmo  which  thej  felt  eome  diffieulty  with  wu  tke 
next  one—*'  Seeing  thej  do  not  eoatraditt  the  Gonfemional  doctrine  of  rereUtion 
and  inapintion  in  sneh  a  waj  as  to  neoeaBitate  cenaorial  diadpUne^"  Thit 
phraae  waa  aomewhat  awkward,  becanae  it  pointed  to  the  poaaibility  of  a  oontn- 
diction  of  Ccmfeaaional  doctrine  tliat  ran  abort  of  neeeaaitating  oenaorial  diaetpUne, 
and  tiidy  did  not  well  aee  how  there  could  be  anj  middle  ooone  between  eontn* 
diction  and  non-contradition  of  the  Slandaida^  The  auggeation  he  woold  thexefon 
Tcntore  to  offer,  with  the  riew  of  reconciling  the  two  motiona,  waa  almpl j  thia,  thtt 
the  firat  two  paragrapha  of  Dr.  Beith'a  motion  remain  aa  tlkcj  weie,  bnt  ilttt  the 
third  paragraph  of  it  should  ron  thoa : — "  And,  finally,  the  Aaaembly  deelana  that, 
in  declining  to  dedde  on  theae  critical  Tiewa  by  way  of  diacipline^  Uie  Chnreh 
ezprcaaes  no  opinion  in  IsToar  of  their  tmth  or  probability,  bnt  affirma  that  alie 
doea  not  identify  heraelf  with  them ;  **  and  then  go  on  to  the  elanae  abtnt  •^■m»»»«»i- 
ing  p];ofeaaora.    He  aabmitted  thia  to  the  Honae. 

Dr.  LAIDLAW  did  not  aee  that  it  waa  Tcry  eaay,  after  the  motiona  had  been  lo 
long  before  the  Hooae,  and  ao  long  debated,  to  make  any  change.  Oonaiderable 
atreaa,  if  he  might  partienlariac,  had  been  laid  on  that  part  of  hia  own  motion  whieb 
referred  to  thoae  opiniona  of  Profeaaor  Smith  not  being  the  Tiewa  of  thia  Church. 
He  felt  it  wonld  not  be  fair  to  those  who  had  apoken  to  make  any  change  upon  ii. 
He  thought  it  beat  to  leaye  his  motion  before  the  Honae. 

Profeaaor  SALMOND  aaid  he  wonld  atand  by  hia  own  motion. 

Sir  HBNBY  MONCREIFF  then  roae  to  reply.  At  the  ontaet  he  pointed  oot  to 
Dr.  Begg  and  hia  aopportera  what  appeared  to  him  a  Tory  aerioaa  matter.  When  k« 
apoke  tiiat  morning,  he  said  that  he  wonld  be  ready  to  anpport  Dr.  Begg'a  motion. 
At  the  aame  time,  he  apoke  of  the  danger  of  delay.  There  waa  a  leqMmmbiKtj 
upon  thia  Assembly  in  respect  of  the  termination  and  the  protiaotion  of  thia  ease. 
From  what  had  been  aaid,  it  appeared  evident  that  there  wonld  be  a  great  deal  of 
dispnte  and  qneatioBing  and  reasoning  aa  to  what  might  properly  be  bionglit  onder 
probation  and  what  might  not  have  ariaen.  He  waa  qnite  sore  there  wonld  he  s 
neceaaity  for  a  fight  npon  that  if  they  got  into  probation,  and  then  he  waa  qnite 
anre  the  whole  pnrpoae  of  getting  thia  matter  adjnated  rightly  at  that  Aawmbly  was 
in  danger  of  being  defeated.  It  waa  beoanae  he  felt  atrongly  thia  that  he  waa  not 
80  much  diapoaed  in  the  drenmstancea  to  giTO  any  anpport  to  Dr.  Beggfa  motion  as 
he  waa.  If  there  had  been  plenty  of  time  it  wonld  hare  been  a  different  thing,  bnt 
th^re  waa  not  time^  and  in  Uicae  ciranmataneea,  while  he  anpported  and  maintained 
hia  own  motion,  he  felt  that  he  conld  hardly  take  part  according  to  what  hia  view 
waa  in  the  preliminaiy  votea.  He  certainly  wonld  be  diapoaed  to  Tote  ag^nat  either 
the  motion  of  Dr.  Belth,  or  of  Dr.  Laidlaw,  for  the  plain  reaaon  that  thoae  motions 
eridently  proceeded  npon  that  principle  that  admonition  and  cenaore  of  some  kind 
were  required,  and  that  in  connection  with  admonition  and  cenaore  Profeawv  Smith 
waa  to  be  reponed  in  hia  professorship.  It  was  abaolntely  needful  before  th^y  paaaed 
any  motion  of  that  kind  that  they  ahonld  know  if  Profeaaor  Smith  waa  ready  to 
accept  of  the  admonition.  (Hear,  hear.)  Waa  the  cenanre  to  let  them  see,  before 
they  proceeded  to  it,  that  he  acknowledged  that  for  which  he  waa  to  be  admonished 
and  censored  1  He  conld  not  be  a  party  to  agree  to  any  of  these  motiona  withont 
knowing  that  Some  gentlemen  founded  upon  the  fact  that  the  College  Committee 
did  not  find  materials  to  justify  the  prooeaa  for  hereay.  He  waa  a  membenr  of  the 
College  Committee,  and  he  agreed  In  their  oonclnaiena;  but  it  had  alwaya  been 
explained  that  the  College  Committee  had  only  the  function  of  proaecntorsy  and  that 
some  of  them  held  the  charge  against  Professor  Smith,  eren  aa  it  now  appealed  in 
the  libel,  aa  not  a  matter  of  hereay,  strictly  so-called,  bnt  that  it  ought  to  he  desig- 
nated by  another  name.  And  when  the  oommittee  reported  they  had  that  in  view. 
In  regard  to  Dr.  Laldlaw'a  motion,  hia  otyection  waa  not  ao  great  aa  to  that  of  Dr. 
Beith'a.  There  waa  a  atatement  in  one  danae  that  riews  published  by  Profoasor 
Smith  did  not  contradict  the  Confeasional  doctrine  of  rcTclation  or  inspiration  in 
aueh  a  way  aa  to  neceasitate  oenaorial  diseipline.  Of  coorae,  he  ncTcr  conld  hsTc 
agreed  to  a  motion  which  carried  them  back  into  the  queation  of  leleTan^.  He 
thonght  he  had  a&id  all  he  needed  to  aay  about  Dr.  Be^'a  motion.  He  thought 
they  were  making  a  very  great  mlitake  who  thought  that  hia  motion  left  ProfesK>r 
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Snithttgofnto ths pnlpU,  and  &Uo  gvrt  to  minitten  tbe  iame  liberty  to  preaoh 
hcTwytluBgwhieh  waa  condeimied  bj  the  jodgmflnta  on  the  releTaney.  Etoq 
if.f^ag  «■  to  probatioii,  they  proTod  the  point  completely  in  the  oaae  of  Profeaaor 
Smttli  by  jadgmenta  pronooneed  on  that  proof,  if  any  caae  aroae  th»t  m  miniater 
pniiM  in  a  polpit  the  aame  viewa  aa  Profeaaor  Sniith,  they  c(»ald  only  get  at  that 
BinifCcr  by  a  new  libel ;  and  it  wonld  be  pcrfeetly  oompetent  for  the  Church,  after 
•  dfldaion  aeeonUng  to  hia  (Sir  Henry'a)  motion,  if  any  aalniater  did  in  the  pulpit 
vtat  IVohaaor  Smitb  aeema  to  have  been  d<dng  In  the  article  "  Bible,"  to  aenre  a 
bbel  apen  hfan.  With  itgard  to  the  practical  part  of  the  motion,  it  haa  been 
idfflitud  that  tbe  Choieh  had  nadonbtedly  the  power,  if  the  caae  aofficiently  jnati- 
ficd  U,  of  doing  the  my  thinj^  that  tUa  motion  propoaed  to  do.  Sir  Henry  waa 
pzeceoiaig  to  refer  to  a  atateme&t  that  there  was  a  different  atandard  of  morality  in 
jadgiag  ef  theae  qoeationa*  between  oommereial  men  and  miniatera,  when 

Mr.  GILBERT  BEITH,  elder,  Glaagow,  aaid—I  riae  to  order.  Bir  Heniy  ia 
mjtti  ia  that  atatement.    I  did  not  make  any  charge. 

Sir  HEKRT  MOKCREIFF— I  know  Mr.  Beith  withdraw  the  imputation  afUr 
U  vai  cdled  to  order. 

Mr.  BSITH — ^I  made  no  imputation.  It  waa  only  a  joke  on  the  part  of  a 
Biiiiier  to  me;  and  I  ganre  it  aa  auch. 

Sir  HIVRY  MOKCRBIFF-^I  did  not  name  Hr.  Beith  in  the  matter  eyen. 

Mi;  BEITH-— Yon  referred  to  me.    ("  Ko,  no.") 

Sir HSKRY  MONCRBIFF— I  did  not  name  Mr.  Beith  lathe  matter  even,  and 

I  aj  t^  waa  not  the  firat  time  I  had  liatened,  and  heard  auch  impntatlona  in  con- 

Mrtin  with  tUa  matter.    BOa  continued  to  remark  that  it  waa  a  fact  that  there  waa 

I  tuition  in  aome  quartern  to  make  auch  imputaUona.    Referring  to  the  qneation 

<^o«ipeiuation,  he  uM  that  might  be  a  fair  enough  qneation,  but  he  did  not  think 

n  99^i  neoeaaatily  to  affect  their  action  with  reference  to  their  own  apiritual 

'Whoa..   On  Uib  other  luuad,  U  it  were  true  that  the  court  could  call  them  into 

teewalfor  their  eomduet,  and  bring  damagea  againat  them,  they  could  not  really 

Mp  it.    It  wwild  be  really  an  eraatian  eneroachment  on  their  apiritual  affaira,  and 

tk;  cerftaialy  e6uld  not  help  it    A  man,  in  point  of  joatice,  might  haye  a  moral 

nt^i  (a  the  temporal  adyantagca  which  a  particular  office  conferred  on  him.    He 

<ii<i  ui  lay  whether  that  applied  in  thia  caae,  bat  it  mighty  and  the  Church  in  that 

OM  voald,  at  any  aaerifice,  giye  effect  to  It    Bat  if  they  told  him  that  a  man  had 

» Donl  right  to  the  continued  exerclae  of  a  apiritaal  function  that  had  been  con- 

cgud  to  him,  apart  from  tiie  apiritual  function  of  the  Church,  to  declare  whether 

it  «ia  ftr  the  honour  of  tiie  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  he  denied  that  any  man  had 

tbu  right  whateyer.     (Applauae.)    It  waa  on  these  grounds  that  he  would  repudi- 

»te  the  ol)jectiona  to  the  motion.    The  motion  was  undoubtedly  a  peculiar  one— 

^,  hear) — ^but  he  had  to  aak,  waa  there  a  neceaaity  for  it  in  the  circumatancea, 

«iik  the  ?iew  to  what  we  owe  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  the  termination  of 

^  cue,  and  the  remoyal  of  the  trooblea  t    (Applause.) 

It  wu  then  agreed  to  take  the  yole  first  between  the  third  and  fourth  motions, 
«itha?iew'io  aacertain  which  of  them  ahould  be  put  againat  the  aecond  motion: 
^  the  yotea  haying  been  marked,'and  the  tellera  haying  reported,  it  waa  found 
tau  256  had  voted  for  the  third  motion,  and  287  had  yoted  for  the  fourth  motion, 
10  ilat  the  fourth  motion  waa  carried  by  a  minority  of  81. 

Tile  Tote  waa  then  taken  between  the  aecond  and  fourth  motiona,  with  a  yiew  to 
t»ettab  which  of  them  ahould  be  put  againat  the  firat  motion ;  and  the  yotea  hay- 
B?  been  narked,  and  the  tellera  haying  reported,  it  waa  found  that  51  had  yoted 
^r  tke  aecond  motion,  and  244  had  yoted  for  the  fourth  motion,  ao  that  the  fourth 
Bctioa  wu  carried  by  a  majority  of  198. 

"^e  Tote  waa  finally  taken  between  the  firat  and  fourth  motiona,  and  the  yotea 
iuTiag  been  marked  and  the  tellen  haying  been  reported,  it  waa  found  that  292  had 
voted  for  the  firat  motion,  and  that  299  had  yoted  for  the  fourth  motion,  ao  that  the 
•oarkh  waa  cttried  by  a  minority  of  7. 

"  Wherefore  the  General  Aaaembly,  conaidering  that  the  course  of  the  caae  haa 
<^^(^taed  the  Report  of  the  College  Committee,  that  they  had  not  found  any 
pttad  aaflident  tojuatify  a  proceaa  for  hereay  againat  Profeaaor  Robertaon  Smith, 
^B*uueh  aa  aeyen  of  the  eight  counts  in  the  original  Libel  have  been  found  irrele- 
▼nt;  vhUe  with  regud  to  the  remaining  count,  the  explanations  offered  by 
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inrofeaaor  Smith  at  Tariooi  lUget,  and  In  partlenlar  his  answer  (o  the  Aneade^ 
Libel,  afford  aatiafaotofj  eridence  that,  in  tbia  aspect  of  the  case  also,  then  is  do 
sufficient  ground  to  support  a  process  for  heresy,  do  resoWe  to  withdnur  the  libd 
against  him. 

'*  Further,  the  Assembly,  finding  that  Professor  Smith  is  blameworthy  for  ibe 
nnguarded  and  incomplete  statements  of  his  articles,  which  haye  oceasioned  moch 
anxiety  in  the  Church,  and  giren  offence  to  many  brethren  zealous  for  the  honov  of 
the  Word  of  Qod,  instruct  the  Moderator  to  admonish  Professor  Smith  with  dm 
solemnity  as  to  the  past.  In  the  confident  expectation  that  the  defects  refened  to 
will  be  guarded  agaiost  and  avoided  in  time  to  come. 

'<  And,  finally,  the  Assembly  declareathat,  in  declining  to  decide  on  these  eriUeil 
Tiews  by  way  of  discipline,  the  Church  expresses  no  opinion  in  iayonr  of  their  iraih 
or  probability,  but  leaTcs  the  ultimate  decision  to  future  inquiry  in  the  ipirit  of 
patience,  humility,  and  brotherly  charity,  admonishing  professors  to  remember  thai 
they  are  not  set  for  the  propagating  of  their  own  opinions,  but  for  the  malntesuicc 
of  the  doctrine  and  truth  committed  to  the  Church." 

From  which  deliTcrance  Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiff  dissented  for  the  following  retaoi, 
and  othen  to  be  afterwards  giren  in : — 

"  I  dissent  in  my  own  name,  and  in  that  of  those  who  may  adhere  to  me^  oa  the 
grounds,  among  othen,  that  the  resolution  adopted  is  not  consistent  with  the  pre- 
▼ious  Judgments  in  this  esse,  and  does  no  adequate  Justice  to  the  great  qoesUoos 
connected  with  the  honour  of  the  Dirine  Word  inrolyed  in  it 

H.  WxLLwooD  MoKCBxnr. 

WiLLiAK  W1L8OK,  Minister. 

WiLUAX  SiHOLAiB,  Minister. 

MuBDOOH  MaodomaU),  Minister. 

WiLLUK  Mabtik,  Elder. 

DuKOAK  M'Niool,  Minbter, 

Dr.  Jamib  Youvo,  Elder. 

David  Macdonald,  Elder. 

Jahxs  QvEmnnxu),  Minister. 

David  Mitohbix,  Elder." 

The  following  Dissent  was  also  given  in : — 

''The  undersigned  in  his  own  nsme,  and  in  the  names  of  all  who  may  adhen, 
dissents  from  and  proteits  against  the  resolution  now  adopted,  for  the  foUoviog, 
amongst  other  reasons : — 

1.  That  the  resolution  now  adopted  is  inconsistent  with  justice  and  the  eooeti- 

tntional  principles  of  the  Free  Church. 

2.  Because  the  Assembly  was  bound  to  proceed  with  the  probation  of  the  HbeL 

3.  Because  the  views  of  Professor  Smith  are  not  condemned  In  the  resolotioD, 

and  by  fair  inference  are  to  be  tolerated  in  the  Free  Church. 

Jahxs  Bioo,  Minister. 
JoBK  Kkvnxdt,  Minister. 
Jos.  Wood,  Elder. 
R.  J.  Nivxv,  Elder. 
RoBKBT  Eluot,  Elder. 
W.  Whtti  Smith,  Minister.* 

The  following  Dissent  was  also  given  in :— "  I  dissent  because  the  motion  (tai 
hss  been  osrried  was  not  consistent  with  the  Judgments  previously  pronounced,  tsd 
otherwise  makes  no  sufficient  provision  for  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

"  ROBBBT  RaJVT.* 
PROmSOB  BXITH  ADMOKIBBBD. 

After  a  pause. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  said— We  ought  to  have  Professor  Smith  called  to 
the  bar,  and  judgment  intimated. 

The  Officer  thereupon  left  the  House,  and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  Pro- 
fessor Smith,  whom  he  conducted  to  the  bar.  As  soon  aa  the  Professor  made  kis 
appearance  at  the  door  immediately  to  the  right  of  the  Moderator,  the  vhoio 
•andience  again  rose  to  their  feet,  and  raised  a  ringing  cheer,  which  all  tiie  attevptB 
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f^^  ihe  Kodentor,  Principal  B&injr,  and  the  clerks  were  unable  to  suppress.  The 
'ilies  seemed  the  moat  incorrigible,  for  they  kept  waving  their  handkerchiefs,  even 
iiuT  the  cheering  had  begun  to  subside.  After  silence  had  been  restored,  ao  far  as 
wu  possible  in  the  excited  atate  of  the  House, 

Sir  HEKKT  HOKCREIFF,  addressing  the  Moderator,  said  Professor  Smith  was 
DOW  called  to  the  bar  to  hear  judgement 

Proffssor  SMITH,  on  this  announcement,  stood  up  at  the  bar ;  while 

Dr.  WII^ON  read  from  the  minute-book  the  motion  of  Dr.  Belth,  which  had 
become  the  judgment  of  the  Assembly. 

Sir  H£yRT  MONCRBIFF  said  that  although  he  had  given  in  his  dissent,  he 
t>e2ged  to  intimate  that  he  should  give  additional  reasons  afterwards,  to  be  kept 

The  MODERATOR,  addressing  Professor  Smith,  said— Professor  Smith,  it  is  my 

P'Q^l  duty,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  resolution  to  which  the  Assembly 

Li«coinep  to  admonish  you  "with  due  solemnity  as  to  the  past,  in  the  confident 

expectation  that  the  defects  referred  to  will  be  guarded  against  and  avoided  in  time 

to  rome.*    The  foundation  of  this  lies  in  ihe  fact  that  you  are  said  to  be  "  blame- 

v^-rtky  in  ihe  unguarded  and  incomplete  statements"  of  articles  which  you  have 

vr.ften.    Observe  that  whilst  there  has  been  a  very  nearly  balanced  vote  upon  the 

p-^eat  occasion,  it  was  solely  in  regard  to  what  was  fitting  and  proper  to  be  done 

tj  ibe  drenmstancea.    Amongst  all  those  who  have  voted  there  was  no  diversity  of 

^KVi  in  regard  to  the  incompleteness  and  unguardedness  of  the  statements  yon 

hiv«  made.    The  unanimous  judgment  of  the  Assembly  is,  that  these  views  have 

^^n  wgnaxded  and  incomplete,  and  the  anxiety  created  throughout  the  Church  at 

■17V  ku  been  great  indeed.     T  can  scarcely  imagine  but  that  you  yourself  feel  very 

'i:t^r  with  regard  to  that,  and  the  confident  expectation  of  the  Church,  therefore, 

utii^  that  seeing  the  solicitude  that  has  been  awakened,  realising  the  solemnity  of 

i^drcnmstances  in  which  you  have  been  placed,  and  the  confidence  that  is  reposed 

^  TOO,  that  in  the  time  that  is  to  come  you  will  carefully  guard   against   all 

ipproseh  to  the  same  line  and  the  same  tone  of  statement,  and  that  by  your  future 

'3e  of  action  the  confidence  which  the  Church  has  expressed  shall  be  found  to  have 

i»eea  fulfilled,  and,  if  so,  there  will  be  great  satisfaction  throughout  the  Church  at 

^T*'.    I  think  that  I  fulfil  my  duty  in  making  these  statements.     I  admonish  you, 

'aertfore,  in  regard  to  the  line  of  the  past  to  be  guarded  against,  and  as  to  the 

v^Qrae  of  the  futnre  which  it  is  needful  and  becoming  for  you  to  take. 

Professor  8MITH,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  followed  by  cries  of  "Hush," 
ic4  who  apoktt  amid  perfect  silence  on  the  part  of  the  audience,  said — Moderator,  I 
Uptt  that  I  am  not  out  of  place  when  I  say  that  while  I  thank  God  for  the  issue  of 
'kis  evening — an  issue  which  I  trust  will  be  for  His  glory  and  for  the  maintenance 
i/His  tnth — I  have  never  been  more  sensible  than  on  the  present  oceasion  of  the 
tUme  that  rests  npon  me  for  statements  which  have  proved  so  incomplete  that, 
rxn  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  opinion  of  this  House  has  been  so  divided  upon 
rten.  I  feel  that,  in  the  providence  of  God,  this  is  a  very  weighty  lesson  to  one 
I'aeed.  as  I  am,  in  the  position  of  a  teacher,  and  I  hope  that  by  His  grace  I  shall 
sM  Hi\  to  learn  by  it.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  MODERATOR  said  that,  after  the  becoming  acknowledgment  they  had  had 
'ma  Professor  Smith  as  to  his  having  been  blameworthy  in  the  past,  he  knew 
fothiag  more  unseemly  to  the  General  Assembly  than  to  be  greeted  in  the  manner 
it  bad  been ;  and  it  would  be  a  solemn  and  weighty  consideration  for  the  Chureh, 
gainst  the  time  that  was  to  come,  to  guard  against  the  poaslbility  of  the  recurrence 
<'f  the  scene  they  had  had  that  evening. 

The  benediction  was  thereafter  pronounced  by  the  Moderator,  and  the  Assembly 
~  abont  one  o'clock,  to  meet  again  next  day  at  eleven. 
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The  AiMmbly  reramed  at  ten  o'eloek.  The  first  hour  of  the  sedennit  wis 
ooenpied  by  the  membera  eonferring  together  on  the  state  of  religion.  At  ele?e& 
o'eloek  the  Moderator,  Dr.  Thomas  Main,  took  the  efaidr. 

THB  TOTB  IN  TAB  SMITH  OAJUL 

Professor  LINDSAY  said  he  did  not  know  whether  the  diriaion  lists  in  the 
case  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith,  as  printed  in  the  morning's  proceedings,  were 
oiBelal.  There  was  a  slight  discrepanoy  as  to  the  number  of  votes  recorded  for  tbe 
first  and  third  motions. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said  it  was  already  settled  that  the  Asswnbly  most 
simply  take  the  report  of  the  tellers.  The  printing  of  the  names  was  a  yery  gre^t 
conTcnience,  but  still  it  was  not  to  be  held  as  goaranteed. 

Principal  RAINY  said  any  indiridual  member  whose  TOte  was  misrepresented 
could  bare  it  corrected  in  the  next  day*s  papers. 

Professor  LINDSAY  remarked  that  Dr.  Beith*s  motion  had  been  carried  by  33 
against  Dr.  Begg's  instead  of  81,  as  reported  last  night;  and  Dr.  Beith's  motion  sb 
against  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff*s  by  9  instead  of  7. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  intimated  that  the  Tarioos  dissents  against  Dr. 
Beith's  motion  were  lying  in  the  common  hall,  and  it  was  perfectly  competent  for 
any  one  to  sign  them. 

The  following  members  gare  in  their  adherence  to  Sir  Henry  MoncreiiTs  disseot 
from  the  finding  in  the  case  of  Professor  Smith: — J.  Smith  (Tarland),  Robert 
Howie,  Angus  M'Rae,  Andrew  Symington,  Alexander  M'CoU,  Charles  Ross,  Allsu 
M' Arthur,  Alexander  Mackay,  Thomas  Grant  (Tain),  James  Scott,  James  A.  Simp- 
son (Dundee),  Malcolm  Macgregor,  John  MacCallnm,  James  Jolly,  James  Roes, 
Archibald  Ferguson  (Alvth),  J.  J.  Black  (Inverness),  Peter  Thomson  (Oreenock), 
Dugald  M'Cormick  (Lochranza),  Hugh  Mnnro,  Donaldson  Rose,  J.  B.  Johnstone, 
Donald  Mackenzie  (Farr),  David  Watson  (Borghead),  Ewen  M*Leod — ministers; 
Daniel  Frazer,  William  Iverach,  David  Mnnro,  Dagald  Macphail,  John  PeatUe 
(Perth),  Andrew  Wilson.  John  Ck>rdon,  John  R.  Miller,  A.  0.  Young,  Alexander 
Lindsay  (Perth),  David  Boms  (Brechin),  Thomas  A.  O.  Balfour,  M.D.  (Edinbnigh), 
E.  A.  Staart  Gray  (Perth)— elders. 

Tbe  following  members  gave  in  their  adherence  to  Dr.  Rainy's  dissent  from  the 
finding  in  the  case  of  Professor  Smith : — James  Mardoch  (Pitsligo),  D.  D.  Banner- 
man  (Perth),  James  Scott,  W.  W.  Aitken  (Carlops),  John  Morgan,  James  Gibson 
(Perth),  Thomas  Gillison  (Fossoway),  ministers;  John  Cowan  (Edinburgh),  John 
Gordon,  elders. 

The  following  members  gave  in  their  adherence  to  Dr.  Begg's  dissent  from  the 
finding  in  the  case  of  Professor  Smith  : — Duncan  Macbeath,  John  M'Callun,  James 
Scott,  Malcolm  Macgregor,  John  MacCallum,  Colin  Sinclair,  John  M*Iver,  Archibald 
Smellie,  James  Fordyce,  Neil  P.  Rose,  John  Gemmel,  ministers ;  Donald  MacOal- 
man,  Dagald  Macphail^  Roderick  Macdonald,  John  Gordon,  Hogh  Cowan,  elders. 

THJI  FOBSIOH  lOBSION  BIPOBT. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  Kinmondy  (elder),  gave  notice  that»  when  the  Foreign  Mission 
Committee's  report  came  up  ihis  eyening,  he  would  move  that  tlM  portion  of  it 
relative  to  Syria  be  not  adopted. 

BBPOBT  OF  OOLUOE  OOMVXTIKB. 

Mr.  LAUGHTON,  Greenock,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  OoUege  Committee 
(Appendix  Y.)  The  recent  expenditure  had  brought  them  into  difficulties,  and 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  collections,  although  these  were  slightly  more  than  last 
year.  He  hoped  the  congregations  of  the  Free  Church  would  give  more  liberally 
another  year,  and  enable  them  in  some  degree  to  make  up  for  past  deficiencies. 
There  was  the  prospect  of  the  speedy  payment  of  the  legacy  of  the  late  Lsdy  Hsnoah 
Tharp  to  the  New  College.  The  legal  questions  in  regard  to  that  bequest  hsd  now 
been  finally  aettled  in  favour  of  the  Free  Church.  The  legacy  would  amount  to  a  vt^ry 
considerable  sum,  snd  would  add  materially  to  the  endowment  of  the  New  College- 
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Tke  ittAdanoe  st  the  three  eoUegea  last  setsion  was  Bomewhat  leu  than  for  the 
(vo  yean  pnotding.  The  total  nnmber  of  legalar  stadenta  at  the  three  eoUegea 
lift  MMMQ  had  been  186 ;  in  Uie  aeaaion  1878-79  the  whole  nomber  waa  199 ;  and 
tk«  mhIod  before  that  193.  The  decrease  waa  foond  {>rincipally  in  the  number  of 
fint-jflir^i  stndokts,  the  nnmber  of  whom  had  been  eonsiderably  leas  than  in  the 
Tttf  pieoiding.  It  waa  anrely  deairable  that  among  their  young  men,  who  were 
<l«t«iBiiiag  for  life  wbnt  waa  the  purpose  to  which  they  were  to  devote  them- 
Hlm,  thsn  ahonld  pievnil  a  healthy  yiew  of  the  encouragement  that  there  waa  to 
eaier  m  tbe  miniatiy  of  the  QospeL  They  did  not  hold  out  any  indnoement  of  a 
t«Bpttil  hind  to  dimw  yonng  men  away  from  other  fielda  of  labour.  In  urging  the 
claifflt  ef  the  miaistiy,  he  said  he  would  assure  those  who  were  choosing  a  profession 
t^  thej  were  not  making  any  aaerifiee  in  preferring  the  ministry  to  any  aecalar 
ollii^  During  the  last  year  or  two  there  luui  issued  from  their  halU  aome  of  the 
Dott  tsieated  and  pronaiaing  young  men  who  had  passed  through  the  uniTeraities — 
ifpUsn)— and  they  netrer  had  had  yonng  men  of  greater  ability  and  promise 
<^«Bf  sat  lor  the  ministry  of  the  Qospel  than  within  the  last  year  or  two.  In 
•■aBdnioOt  Hr.  I^oghton  advocated  more  attention  on  the  part  of  students  and 
)m»^  Biatstccs  to  eztemporaneons  speaking.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  INKBS,  Panbride^  mored  the  adoption  of  the  report.    In  supporting  his 

ottbs,  Mr.  Innes  said  that  they  had  much  reason,  aa  a  Church,  to  congratulate 

tkBMifOB  on  the  efficient  atate  of  their  colleges,  although,  in  regard  to  the  funds, 

•ttnnstter  of  regret  that  th^  were  somewhat  deficient.     He  trusted  the  time 

iHiiposehing  when  tbeb  eoUegea  would  be  amply  endowed,  and  their  professors 

Mitdiif  rsmanerated,  without  being  dependent  on  apecial  collections.    The  numbers 

a  ttadsnee  at  present  were  alao  aomewhat  under  what  they  had  been,  but  he  waa 

unduly  in  the  daya  to  eome,  the  supply  would  equal  the  demand.    It  needed  only 

^  tkdr  eoDgregationa  throughout  the  country  ahonld  feel  as  much  interest  and  re- 

>p«abitt|y  in  anpplyiag  the  eollegea  with  men  as  with  money.     He  concluded  by 

rcMsg  tothe  large  number  of  stodents  from  foreign  lands  who  attended  the  New 

'v^I^t,  Edinbutghy  aa  an  evidence  of  the  high  eateem  in  which  it  was  held ;  and 

LM  Is  the  nnmber  of  atudents  supplied  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Arbroath, 

niek  expended  about  £260  a  year  in  bursaries. 

Mr.  JOHN  HABYST  (elder),  SUrling,  seconded  the  moUon. 

TSlHHFMBBNaB  OF  BTUBIHTB. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  then  submitted  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
—"the  General  Aaaembly  consider  it  desirable  that  students  should,  aa  far  as 
:vfobl«^  bs  nndet  the  supervision  of  the  same  Presbytery  during  their  whole  thee- 

*ffa\  eoarse,  and  that  they  should  not  paaa  from  one  Presbytery  to  another 
'iiboQt  a  regular  tranaference,  as  in  the  case  of  students  undergoing  trial  for 
••cence;  and  the  General  Assembly  enact  accordingly."  Mr.  Smith  said,  as  mattera 
'U&d,  Btadents  must  be  examined  by  the  Presbytery,  and  must  produce  their  certi^ 
^«^  te  the  professors.  It  sometimes  happened,  however,  that  students  did  not 
pte  eatire  satisfaction  to  the  Preebjtery  In  some  part  of  the  examination,  and  yet 
(^  Prcsbjteiy  might  not  feel  themselves  entitled  to  withbold  the  certificate,  and 
paated  it  with  the  recommendation  to  the  atudent  that,  next  time  he  came  up,  he 
>^<i  be  better  up  in  the  subject  in  which  he  had  not  given  full  satisfiMstion.  But 
•fl^itsaately  there  waa  no  guarantee  that  he  would  come  forward  again.  He  might 
70  to  laother  Preabytery,  and  his  former  Presbytery  had  no  guarantee  that  he  would 
^H  the  soKjeet  up.    If  this  general  principle  were  admitted,  he  thought  the  Assem- 

•X  voaM  consider  it  advisable  that  the  students  should  complete  their  course  under 

be  lame  Presbytery ;  and  if  circumstances  rendered  it  adviaable  for  them  to  be 
extniMd  by  another  Preabytery,  it  waa  reaaonable  that  they  should  carry  with 

iKQ  what  might  be  called  a  diq  unction  certificate  from  the  former  Presbytery. 
Dr.  JOHjr  THOMSON,  Paialey,  seconded  the  moUon. 

ProfesMr  UKDSA  Y  corroborated  what  had  been  already  stated  aa  to  the  talent 
vf  their  students.  The  fact  waa  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  most  distinguished 
^•^mts  hi  the  arU  claaseo  waa  being  awept  into  the  Pree  Church  Hall  in  Glasgow. 
Lftrj  ajniater  and  intending  miniater  of  the  Chuieh  ought  to  do  hia  very  best  to 
•priid  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  Bedeemer ;  and  he  believed  he  waa  stating 
^  limple  fact  when  he  said,  that  there  was  not  a  single  student  in  the  college  in 
^i^afow  who  was  not  engaged  either  as  a  paid  missionary  or  in  doing  voluntary 
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miaftion  work — (ftpplanae) — ^whilean  ezeelleat  Slndenta'  MUnonarf  AasoelatiM  bad 
b«eii  formed,  of  wldoh  eyarj  siadent  waa  a  member.  He  meoUoned  alio  tbat  iheii 
bea(  Glaagow  Btadenta  were  beginniiig  to  do  withoot  the  paper,  and  that  was  pohapi 
one  of  the  reaiona  why  their  Olaagow  atndents  got  chnrchesao  verj  soon.  (LMghier.) 
With  re^^rd  to  the  steady  increase  among  the  d&yinity  students  in  Glasgow,  he  attii- 
bnted  Uiat  iiMt  to  the  effects  of  the  spiritual  awakening  that  swept  over  the  cointiy 
a  few  years  ago,  and  the  way  in  which  that  was  used  in  Glasgow,  wisely*  A  fioariilh 
ing  Uadergradnates'  Society  existed  in  Glasgow,  which  was  found  a  Talnable  mes&i 
of  bringing  together  the  undergraduates.  He  concluded  by  inviting  eon tribntioos  to 
the  Free  College  Library,  meniioning  that  duplicates  of  certain  works  were  givea 
to  probationers  who  gare  themselTes  to  foreign  or  colonial  mission  work. 

Professor  BLAIKIE  rose  to  call  attention  to  an  interesting  feature  of  the  £dia> 
burgh  College,  the  presence  there,  in  addition  to  their  own  students,  of  above  thirij 
yoang  men  from  about  a  dozen  of  other  countries  and  colonies.  This  gave  to  the  Kev 
College  an  evangelistic  opportunity  which  might  well  stir  all  their  hearts.  He 
adverted  to  the  practice  in  America  of  a  day  of  prayer  for  colleges,  which  he  wished 
this  Church  would  adopts  He  said  there  was  an  impression  throughout  the  Church 
that  professors  were  somewhat  indifferent,  and  gave  (heir  sanction  to  the  prsetice, 
which  was  not  very  wholesome,  of  young  ministers  reading  sermons  reiy  closely 
from  manuscript.  To  the  best  of  his  ability  he  impressed  upon  his  students  the 
importance  of  a  free  and  earnest  delivery  in  wtiaterer  mode  that  might  be  achieved. 
Bat  professors  had  to  contend  with  a  sort  of  academio  spirit  which  seemed  to  regard 
a  finished  discourse,  well  composed,  and  given  in  sueh  a  8t>le  that  no  fault  coold 
be  found  with  its  academic  qualities^  as  the  true  way  of  preaching.  While  attending 
college,  students  were  apt  to  undervalue  many  of  his  practical  counsels,  but  after 
they  had  had  a  little  experieuce  of  Choreh  work,  they  had  often  told  him  that  ther 
saw  more  clearly  the  reasons  there  were  for  them. 

Principal  BROWN,  Aberdeen,  referred  to  a  useful  agency  existing  among  tbe 
students  of  Aberdeen,  which  he  considered  so  valuable  that  he  had  not  ceased  to 
attend  it  for  more  than  twenty  years.  It  was  an  association  of  Free  Church 
students  attendiog  Aberdeen  University,  students  of  all  classes — arta,  medical,  Uw. 
and  divinity — which  met  once  a  fortnight  during  the  session.  After  partsking  of 
refreshments,  and  after  musie,  the  plan  was  for  one  of  the  students  to  deliver  aa 
address,  and  criticism  followed.  That  had  proved  a  blessing  in  many  ways  amoogiit 
the  Free  Church  students  in  Aberdeen,  gathering  them  into  a  compact  body,  aad 
begetting  an  etprii  de  eorja  that  was  very  valuable  indeed.  He  intimated  that  it 
was  quite  correct  that  they  expected  a  considerable  increase  of  divinity  atndents  at 
Aberdeen  during  the  next  few  aeasions. 

Principal  RAINT  said  that,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  it  would  be  well 
to  know  a  little  more  about  the  mind  of  Preabyteriea  on  the  aubject.  He  thought 
it  would  be  the  best  way  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draw  up  a  practical  proposal  at 
to  the  transference  of  students,  and  to  report  to  the  Assembly  with  the  view  of 
sending  down  to  Presbyteries. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  had  no  objection,  and  the  proposal  was  accepted. 

Mr.  IKNES'  motion,  for  the  adoption  of  the  committee's  report,  was  then  psssed. 

The  following  Is  the  whole  finding  of  the  Assembly  on  the  College  Report  :~ 

"  The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thuiks  to  the 
committee,  and  especially  the  convener. 

"  The  Assembly,  feeling  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  colleges  of  the  Free 
Church  in  a  state  of  tbe  highest  efficiency,  recommend  these  institutions  to  the 
prayers' and  the  liberal  support  of  the  members  of  the  Chnreh. 

''The  Assembly  reappoint  the  committee,  with  the  following  changes :~Ia 
place  of  Dr.  Candliah,  Dr.  W.  G.  Blackie,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell,  who  retire  by 
rotation,  they  appoint  Dr.  Lindsay,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.,  and  Mr.  James  Millie, 
Glaigov,  and  they  reappoint  Principal  Brown  and  Prineipal  Dooglss.** 

IV  BiaABD  TO  THl  TBAKSVBBIHGI  09  STUOBRS, 

It  waa  moved  and  seconded, "  That  the  General  Aasambly  oonaider  it  desir- 
able that  students  ahoold,  aa  far  aa  possible,  be  under  the  anperrialon  of  the  is»e 
Presbyteiy  during  their  whole  theological  eonne,  and  that  thoy  should  not  pais 
from  one  Presbytery  to  another  without  a  regular  transferenoe,  as  in  the  case  of 
students  undergoing  trials  for  license ;  and  the  General  Assembly  enaotaoeordingly'** 
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It  nitlio  mored  and  leoondad,  "That  tha  Assembly  appoint  a  eommittea  to 
dnv  ap  a  pnetieal  propoeal  on  the  aobjeet  of  the  Transference  of  Stadenta,  to  be 
Mot  down  to  Preebjteriea  for  their  opinion,  and  to  report  to  a  future  diet  The 
oM&aittee  to  be — Mr.  Laughton ;  Dr.  Thomson,  Paisley  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Tar* 
land,  BiaiiterB ;  with  Sheriff  Campbell,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Simpson,  eiders ;  Dr, 
TboBMii  to  be  eonTener." 

Tbe  fijtt  fflotioB  was  withdrawn  with  consent  of  the  Hoose,  and  the  second  was 
oiuBinotily  agreed  to. 

THE  EXAMINATION  BOABD. 

Xr.  ALKXAKDEB  WHYTE,  convener  of  the  Examination  Board,  submitted 
Ik  npoit  of  the  Board  (Appendix  XY.)  Mr.  Whyte  having  read  the  report, 
itfined  to  the  various  matters  therein  dealt  with.  He  said  that  the  College 
Coimittee  bad  given  a  general  certifieate  of  the  character  of  students,  which  waa 
Ttrj  good  for  giving  a  general  impression,  but  he  could  assure  them  that  the 
eertifieste  given  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  passed  his  Board  was  much  more  to  be 
rdicd  SB  than  any  general  certificate.  Perhaps  never  had  they  had  a  higher  class 
cfstadeatsthan  last  year.  The  examinations  never  in  his  experience  showed  so 
veil^ud  he  wished  to  add  this  as  a  still  more  definite  cerUficate  than  the  College 
O-eauttee  could  give  as  to  the  quality  of  the  students.  With  regard  to  the  second 
woks  of  the  report,  Mr.  Whyte  said  that  sinee  the  Examination  Board  was 
tutitited  and  liad  been  developed  to  such  thoroogh  working  power,  student?,  and 
tie  tart  ttadenia  even,  felt  a  very  serions  hardship  in  having  to  appear  before  their 
Pna^teries  and  go  through  a  long  list  of  examinations  upon  questions  that  might 
iien^e  of  the  iinea  on  which  they  had  been  working.  They  would  give  him 
credit  for  having  proposed  nothing  to  the  Hous^  that  would  tend  to  deteriorate  the 
^mOa  of  the  atodents,  and  they  would  believe  there  was  a  serious  need  for  it 
^^  ihej  brongfat  the  recommendation  to  the  Hoose  coniaiued  in  this  report. 
Vith  Borrow  he  referred,  in  eonclnsion,  to  the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  Laing,  the 
*^«RUr7,  and  paid  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  man,  and  his  services  especially,  in  this 
vj'k, 

Mr.  OREGOBY,  Anstruther,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  pointing  out  the 
A<instages  of  the  Sxamination  Board,  which  did  not  supersede  the  rights  of  the 
rmbyteries.  These  rights  were  still  entire  and  were  still  exercised,  but  the 
l^uBiDAlion  Board  conducted  the  examination  with  far  more  minuteness  and  far 
B4re  flstis&etorily  than  any  Presbyteiy  possibly  could.  It  waa,  he  thought,  to  the 
*ork  of  the  Board  that  was  due  the  high  literary  attainments  of  their  students  for 
U«  miaistiy. 

Kr.  WSLL3,  Glasgow,  seconded  the  motion,  and  mentioned  this  interesting 
^  that  the  Free  Church,  having  to  build  all  its  churches  and  complete  its 
^rpaisitioo,  had  in  twenty-four  years  given  to  the  New  College  alone  a  larger  sum 
■or  the  eaeouragement  of  sacred  learning  than  bad  been  received  by  the  four  Halls 
»M1»  Kational  Chnrch  of  Scotland  during  three  hundred  jears,  or  since  the  days  of 
i'M  Kaox. 

QDINQUEDrHIAL  YIBITATION  OF  GLASOOW. 

Kr.  BUUMS,  Kirkliston,  submitted  the  report  of  the  Commission  for  the  Quin- 
q^oial  Visifcaaoii  of  the  Glasgow  College  (Appendix  XII  I.)  Mr.  Bums  testified 
to  the  satisfaction  the  Commission  felt  at  what  they  had  seen  and  heard  during  their 
vKtitton, — some  of  them,  who  had  once  been  atudenta,  being  almost  tempted  to 
«iih  thdr  stadent  days  baek  again.  They  found  that  the  students  were  more 
xaenns  this  year  than  they  had  ever  been,  numbering  92 ;  and  they  found  that, 
tftongh  the  qoaatiiy  of  their  atudenta  in  Glasgow  was  increasing,  so  there  had  been 
b>  <ieterloialMn,  but  rather  the  reverse,  in  the  quality.  His  impression  of  the 
•'•■deal!,  from  (be  eonferenee  they  held  with  them,  waa  of  the  most  favourable 
(iemipttoa,  the  apirit  and  temper  manifested  by  them  bein^c  everything  ttiat  could 
^  defied.  He  referred  to  the  neeesaity  for  providing  fnndd  for  the  pnrposea  of 
'^^pthii  for  the  united  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Commission  was  that,  instead 
*•  ukiag  aay thing  from  the  funds  for  the  remuneration  of  the  professors,  and 
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applying  itunn  to  saeh  parpoaes,  the  profeaton  were  inadequately  provided  for,  ind 
that  there  moat  therefore  be  fonnd  aome  other  meana  from  wiiioh  to  meii  tU 
ezpenae  of  repaire  when  neceaaary. 

Dr.  GOOLD  concurred -with  Mr.  Buma  in  expreaaing  the  great  aatiafaetlon  viUi 
which  he  had  taken  part  in  the  viaitation  of  Glaagow  College.  In  the  airaaganeoia 
made  for  it,  he  had  been  told  offtoTiait  the  daasea  of  Dr.  Candliah,  and  had  tiateaed 
to  hia  prelectiona  with  the  deepeat  intereat  and  aatiaiaction.  He  wiahed  apeeially  to 
fix  the  attention  of  the  Aaaembly  on  the  peconiaiy  wanta  of  the  College.  Foadi 
were  needed  for  three  objecta.  There  were  repaira  urgently  needed,  and  no  fosA 
eziating  for  the  pnrpoae.  They  could  only  be  effected  at  the  expenae  of  the  pro- 
feaaora,  and  he  could  not  aee  that  a  profeaaor  ahould  be  under  obligation  to  Bttke 
proviaion  for  aoch  repaira*  any  more  than  a  miniater  ahould  be  called  on  to  pay  for 
repaira  on  hia  chnreh.  Koreover,  the  atudenta  had  made  a  atrong  lepraaentatien  to 
the  Commiaaion  aa  to  the  inconTenienoe  to  which  they  were  anbjeeted  from  the 
want  of  any  oommodiona  apartment  in  which  they  eonid  hold  their  own  private 
meetinga*  Moreoyer,  a  dealre  waa  felt  to  have  a  dining-hall,  that  they  might  dine 
in  common — an  arrangement  which  had  been  introduced  with  anch  adTaatage  Into 
the  New  College  in  Edinbnzgh.  Some  fond  ahonld  be  originated  immediately  to 
meet  theae  three  ol)ieotji»  and  he  preaaed  upon  the  Aaaembly  the  dniy  of  takiog 
action  for  the  pnrpoae  without  delay. 

Mr.  LAIBD,  Cupar,  teatified  that  he  nerer  apent  a  more  delightfal  day  In  his 
life  than  the  day  the  commit^  apent  in  the  Glaagow  College.  They  came  avay 
with  the  impreaaion  that  if  the  atudenta  of  the  preaent  day,  when  they  became 
preachers,  did  not  preach  far  better  than  thoae  that  went  before,  they  were  verj 
much  to  be  blamed ;  for  auch  privUegea,  and  opportunitiea^  and  aidyantagea  aa  are 
now  enjoyed  were  altogether  onknown  at  any  former  period. 

The  report  waa  approved* 
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Dr.  ADAM  anbmitted  the  report  of  the  Committee  anent  the  Chair  of  Bvange]- 
iatic  Theology.  The  committee  haying  reconaidered  the  whole  ai^bject  in  the  light 
of  the  yiewa  expressed  by  the  contributora  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  and  of  other 
information  which  had  been  laid  before  them,  now  recommended  that  the  chair 
should  be  maintained  on  the  same  footing  aa  to  life  occup^incy,  and  otherwise,  on 
which  it  was  placed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  inatituting  it,  and  that  thia  ahould  be 
done  with  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  it  ia  not  to  be  held  aa  in  any  way  fettering 
the  legitimate  liberty  of  the  Church  aa  to  the  courae  to  be  followed  in  the  eyent  of 
future  yacancies. 

On  this  subject  there  were  aeyen  oyertores,  all  aubmitting  yarions  anggeations  aa 
to  the  subjects  which  the  occupant  of  the  chair  should  embrace  in  his  prelectione. 
The  Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams  proposed  that  the  exposition  of  the  religioas 
systems  of  the  East  should  be  a  principal  feature  in  the  work  of  the  chair.  This 
idea  waa  also  supported  by  the  Presbyteries  of  Arbroath  and  Dundee.  The  Pres- 
bytery of  Aberdeen  adyocated  the  teaching  of  comparatiye  theology  in  connection 
with  thia  chair.  The  Preaby  tery  of  Kirkcaldy  aaked  the  Aaaembly  to  take  the  whole 
matter  of  missionary  training  into  earnest  conaideration ;  while  the  oyertore  from 
the  Preaby  tezy  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  the  author  waa  Principal  Balny,  prayed  the 
Assembly  to  issue  anch  directiona  aa  may  aeem  expedient  to  guide  the  oconpant 
ot  the  chair,  and  to  secure  to  the  atudenta  a  definite  course  of  instruction. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  moyed  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  which 
waa  seconded  by  Mr.  DAYID  MACLAGAK,  elder. 

Mr.  IKNES,  Pan  bride,  stated  that  he  waa  oppoaed  to  the  idea  of  a  permanent 
profeasorship,  and  thought  the  anbjecta  that  properly  belonged  to  the  ehair  would 
be  better  treated  by  a  lectureahip. 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  who  avowed  strong  opiniona  on  the  same  aide  aa  Mr. 
Innes,  had  neyertheless  been  conyinced  against  hia  will  that  it  would  be  a  breach  ol 
faith  and  trust  with  the  donors,  whose  money  founded  the  chair,  to  make  it  other 
than  a  permanent  professorship. 

Mr.  INKES  was  willing  to  submit  to  this,  but  he  thought  the  decision  was  not 
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for  the  idfuiife  of  the  work  of  thSs  Oharch,  or  of  tbe  stadents  who  attended  the 
colleger 

Dr.  BS06  eonfinned  wliat  had  been  stated  by  Mr.  Cowan,  and  said  it  woald  be 
ft  Toy  OBveitby  thing  eyen  to  raise  the  question,  after  all  that  had  taken  plaoe. 
The  paitiss  who  foonded  the  chair,  moreover,  had  been  among  the  most  liberal 
oMtrttttoit  to  the  Chnreh  in  almost  every  department.  ^ 

The  MODERATOB  laid  it  down  that  the  question  before  the  House  at  present 
tu  nmplj  the  adoption  of  the  committee's  recommendation ;  other  proposals  must 
cooe  wbteqnently,  and  be  dealt  with  on  their  own  merits. 

Dr.  BE60  sobmitted  that  the  General  Assembly  shoald  proceed  now  to  the 
<^kdioQ  of  a  Professor  of  Evangelistic  Theology,  and  proceeded  at  some  length  to 
xtsrerthe  sifnments  adduced  by  Hr.  Maelagan  on  the  other  side. 

Xr.  IKKES  then  aapported  generally  the  overtures  which  were  in  favour  of  the 
(odiag  of  comparative  religions,  and  especially  the  religions  of  the  East.  He 
tkngkt,  however,  that,  first  of  all,  a  committee  might  even  yet  be  appointed  to 
Mitg  ap  a  report  as  to  what  the  duties  of  the  chair  should  be.  For  itlseemed  to 
iiia  isooagnous  to  appoint  a  professor  first,  and  afterwards  settle  his  duties.  They 
U  ksev  that  on  the  oeeaaion  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Duff,  the  subjects  to  be 
tii(bt  voe  piaetically  left  to  himself.  Bat  no  scheme  had  as  yet  been  devised  or 
?«mBoieiled  to  the  Chnrch ;  and  he  thought  it  both  reasonable  and  right  that, 
'  ikr  most  have  a  life-professor,  and  if  they  would  not  defer  his  appointment  for 
^MWjear,  they  should  atleaat  do  something  now  to  formulate  to  some  extent 
iKittiei  of  the  chair. 

Ml  BALFOUR,  W.S.  (elder),  submitted  the  overture  from  the  Preabyteiy  of 

lt«|j,i^eh  asked  the  Assembly  to  eonsider  whether  it  would  not  be  possible  and 

•  ivaiUeybf  way  of  supplementing  the  lectures  of  the  professor  (should  he  be 

•opntod),  "  to  invite  missionariea  on  furlough  from  the  mission  fields  of  various 

'HBgdieil  Churches  to  give  detailed  information  regarding  their  respective  fields  of 

Smt  in  esch  of  the  three  colleges;  and  whether  a  special  fond  might  not  be 

'tiled  ferthii  purpose  t"     Mr.  Balfour  said  this  was  a  soggestion  which  he  would 

-^  'inll  opon.    It  wma  hardly  the  time  to  press  it  on  the  members  of  the  House, 

a(  it  vu  well  worthy  the  consideration  of  any  committee  or  other  parties  who 

^zhi  Uke  into  consideration  the  conduct  of  this  chair.     (Applause.) 

Xr.  QILBBRT  BEITH  (elder),  Glasgow,  seconded  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
laatt  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  committee  on  (he  subject. 

Hr.  STUART  GRAY  (elder),  of  Gray  and  Kinfaune,  said  that  while  approving 
^  OTotare  from  the  Presbytery  of  Italy,  he  would  suggest  the  other  alternative, 
tktif  isuBJister  who  had  not  been  employed  as  a  miasionary  was  appointed  to  the 
Erugeliatie  Chair,  or  one  who  had  not  acted  as  a  missionary  for  several  years  in 
tt;  foreign  field,  the  eommittee  which  was  proposed  to  be  appointed  should  instruct 
^  tolhorise  him  to  spend  £ome  time  abroad.  He  might  with  advantage  spend 
jv  oriix  months,  or  such  time  as  seemed  advisable  to  the  committee,  in  visiting 
«ee  Is  three  or  in  ^w^  years  some  of  the  mission  fields  in  India  and  Africa,  and 
aio  la  intimate  and  personal  acquaintance  with  the  circumstances  peculiar  to  that 
^  md  vould  be  able  to  impart  freah  knowledge  to  his  classes. 

Jodging  from  the  recent  experience  of  one  who  had  delivered  a  course  of  lectures 
'4  the  itfldents  in  Edinburgh  and  in  GIssgow  this  spring,  with  remarkable  power 
^  iaiereit,  after  a  visit  to  several  of  tbe  mission  stations,  he  thought  that  the 
f^oaiej  of  the  Evangelistic  Chair  would  be  considerably  promoted  by  this  plan. 

Hr.  T.  MIMICKING  (elder),  Glasgow,  said  be  desired  to  testify  that  he  had 
Itred  unoDg  Mohammedans  and  pagans,  and  he  had  aeen  missionaries  labouring  in 
'^^e  fields;  and  he  might  say  that  every  intelligent  educated  man  among  those 
Q'vuBsties  had  a  genenl  notion  of  the  false  systems  of  the  people  among  whom 
^^*1  Isboaied,  and  that  anything  beyond  that  general  acquaintance  and  knowledge 
*'  ^heu  systems  would  no  more  help  them  in  their  work  than  it  would  help  a 
BiBift^  of  this  Ohureh  in  his  pulpit  ministrations  to  combat  the  false  systems  of 
^  pr»eal  day. 

Dc  WILSOK,  the  clerk,  said  he  could  not  approve  of  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
atu«e  flow  to  prepare  a  report  to  the  General  Assembly  on  the  subjeot  of  these 
ovcrtorei.  ITo  eommittee  would  have  time  to  do  it»  and  if  the  Assembly  wanted  a 
QUfircdsad  faiteiUgent  definition  of  the  functiona  and  sphere  of  the  professor  to  be 
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appointed,  these  orertures  shoald  be  remitted  to  the  College  Committee  to  t«keiato 
consideration  and  bring  it  np  next  year. 

Mr.  IKNE3  said  he  would  be  qaite  satisfied  with  that. 

"  The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and  adopted  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  it,  that  the  professorship  should  be  continued  on  its  present  footing. 

"  The  Assembly  remitted  the  oTertores  to  the  College  Committee  to  consider  the 
•abject  of  them,  and  to  report  to  next  Assembly." 

THE  PB0FEB80BIATB  OF  THI  CHUBOH. 

Orertores  on  this  snbject  had  been  received  from  the  Synod  of  Argyle,  the  Synod 
of  Olenelg,  the  Presbytery  of  Roes,  the  Synod  of  Sutherland  and  C^thness,  the 
Presbytery  of  Caithness,  the  Presbytery  of  Inverness,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Loch- 
carron.  The  terms  of  the  overtures  were  pretty  mnch  the  same  in  character,  and 
that  of  the  Synod  of  Qlenelg  may  be  given  as  a  sample : — 

*'  Whereas  the  professoriate  of  the  Church  should  be  above  all  anspicion,  not  oolr 
in  respect  of  learning  and  scholarship,  but  especially  in  regard  to  aoondneas  in  Uk 
faith,  cordial  sympathy  with,  and  firm  attachment  to  the  Standards,  supreme  sod 
subordinate :  whereas  one  of  the  professors  of  the  Church  has  for  three  years  been 
under  libel  for  alleged  unsound  views  on  the  Divine  inspiration  and  integrity  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  :  whereas  severs!  of  the  professors  in  our  halls  have  In  one  form  or 
other  publicly  declared  their  sympathy  with  their  brother  nnder  libel,  if  notalso  wiUi 
his  views :  whereas  these  opinions  are  now  reflected  by  many  of  the  students  sod 
younger  ministers  of  the  Church  to  the  great  injury  of  vital  religion,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  teaching  of  the  great  body  of  the 
professors  and  the  younger  ministers  of  the  Church ;  it  is  here  humbly  overtorod 
by  the  Free  Synod  of  Glenelg,  to  the  venerable  the  General  Assembly,  to  appmnt  i 
Commission  to  inquire  into  this  subject  snd  report,  that  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  teaching  of  the  halls  may  be  restored." 

Dr.  ADAM  proposed — 

(%The  Qeneral  Assembly,  having  considered  the  overtures,  while  recognising  the 
duty  of  watching  over  the  teaching  in  the  Chairs  of  Theology,  as  one  of  the  great 
interests  entrusted  to  their  care,  do  not  see  good  cause  for  taking  action  in  accord- 
ance with  the  overtures.  But^  having  had  their  attention  largely  and  anxiontlv 
occupied  with  one  important  case,  and  believing  that  the  whole  course  and  issue  of 
the  proceedings  connected  with  it  are  fitted  to  produce  a  deep  impression  on  the 
minds  of  ministers  and  people  alike — an  impression  with  which  measures  anch  u 
those  proposed  would  seriously  interfere — the  Assembly  exhort  all  parties  to  benefit 
by  the  lessons  which  that  case  suggests,  to  avoid  occasions  of  offence  and  atumbliog, 
and  to  atndy  ever  to  maintain  troth  in  love.  In  a  apecial  manner  they  exhort  ihe 
brethren  in  the  professoriate,  whom  they  esteem  highly  in  love  for  their  work's 
aake,  to  consider  well  the  solicitude  the  Church  feels  in  the  character  of  their  teach- 
ing, on  which,  in  these  times,  so  much  depends,  and  to  give  constant  care  to  build 
up  their  atndents  in  a  great  reverence  and  love  for  Holy  Scripture.  And  the 
Assembly,  persuaded  that  their  beloved  brethren  are  abundantly  willing^  of  them, 
aelves,  to  welcome  such  exhortation,  do  earnestly  commend  the  colleges,  in  the 
apecial  circumstances  of  the  present  time,  to  the  prayerful  intereat  and  loving  regard 
of  all  their  faithful  people." 

In  speaking  to  his  motion.  Dr.  Adam  aald  that  his  idea  was  that  nothing  should 
be  done  in  regard  to  the  overtures  which  had  brought  up  this  snbject,  until  Um  case  of 
Professor  Smith  had  been  disposed  of,  because  his  conviction  was  that  that  caae  had 
had  not  a  little  to  do  with  certain  utterances  complained  of,  and  with  the  feelings 
whioh  had  been  awakened  by  means  of  them.  However,  notice  waa  given  at  n  Tery 
«arly  time  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  of  a  motion 
on  the  subject  It  appeared  to  him  (Dr.  Adam)  that  the  motion  contained  a  propoaal 
of  an  undesirable  kind,  and  that  the  bringing  of  it  forward  might  have  an  injurious 
effect  upon  the  discussion  which  was  afterwards  to  take  place.  It  waa  in  these  cir- 
oumstanees  that  he  gave  notice  of  his  motion.  Of  course,  he  could  only  apeak  by 
aatieipation  of  what  the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  wss  to  be,  and,  so  &r  it  mi^ht 
be  necessary  to  modify  the  expressions  employed  in  connection  with  the  aeiual 
deliverance.    The  overturea  which  had  come  up  to  the  Assembly  were  orertores  that 


FRIDAY,  MAY  28,  1880.— DR.  ADAiT.  253 

io  mMi  imtaBMt,  if  not  all,  called  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commieaion  to  condnct 
an  ioTtttigatlon  into  the  theological  teaching  in  the  several  halls  of  the  Church. 
His  motion  did  not  piopoao  to  go  in  the  line  of  the  orertures,  and  so  far  he  foond 
bifflielf  sgned  with  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff.     There  was  in  existing  arrangements  a 
pretty  eomplete  snperinlendenee  of  the  halla  of  the  Chnrch,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
tbit  the  sppointment  of  a  Commission  at  this  janctare — might  he  not  say  in  the 
$oaewhst  aazious,  if  not  heated  state  of  feeling  on  the  subject — was  exceedingly 
tmdeiiiihle.    The  work  the  Commission  would  hare  to  perform  would  be  of  an  ex- 
treadj  debeate  and  difficult  description,  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  satlsfao- 
tflrfdisehaigeof  the  dnty  would  be  greatly  strengthened  by  the  circumstances  in  which 
(Uf  wne  at  present  placed.    He  should  be  very  greatly  afraid  of  colUsiona  between 
tlK  CommiMion  and  the  professors  in  the  colleges,  and  that  the  effect  of  its  appoint. 
BKfit  vonld  be  to  deepen  and  widen  the  state  of  anxiety,  if  not  alarm,  which  it  was 
^nUe,  if  potiible,  to  hare  allayed  throughout  the  Church.    But  so  far  both  motiova 
vfie  entirely  at  one  in  that  reapect.    (Applause.)    After  disposing  of  that  matter, 
kii  motion  referred  to  the  eaae  which  had  been  before  the  Assembly  and  adjndicated 
8poD  ea  Thonday.    It  was  a  Tciy  delicate  thing  to  refer  to  that  case,  but  he  hoped 
tbs  be  sboald  be  able  to  do  so  without  ruffling  the  feeliugs  of  any  member  of  the 
iaeably.    His  motion  said—*'  Having  had  their  attention  largely  and  anxiously 
copied  with  one  important  case,  and  belieying  that  the  whole  course  and  issue  of 
Ik  pneeedings  connected  with  it  are  fitted  to  produce  a  deep  and  salutary  impres- 
■a  ea  the  minds  of  ministers  and  people  alike  —  an  impression  with  which 
KiBirei  BQob  aa  those  proposed  would  seriously  interfere— the  Assembly  exhort 
lilfiities  to  beneiSt  by  the  lessons  which  that  case  suggests,  to  avoid  occasions  of 
tiaatDd  stunbling,  and  to  study  ever  to  maintain  truth  in  love."    The  disposal 
e'tbietse  was  fitted  to  produce  at  all  events  a  deep  impression  upon  the  minds 
^mtaaun  and  people.    He  hoped  that,  by  the  good  hand  of  Qod  upon  them,  the 
'spn»oa  would  be  not  only  deep,  but  salutary ;  and  he  deliberately  said  he  thought 
'"■  n^i  to  be  the  desire  of  all  of  them  to  render  it  so,  as  far  as  that  was  in  their 
P»er.   Bat,  undoubtedly,  in  the  divided  state  of  the  Assembly,  there  waa  a  very 
peitavkwardneaa  in  calling  .open  men  who  voted  in  the  minority,  of  whom  he  was 
Me,le  do  what  he  might  be  able  to  do  himself,  to  declare  that  the  impression 
*Ucb  it  was  fitted  to  convey  waa  not  only  deep,  but  salutary.    If  it  should  be 
t^glit  at  all  desirable — ^he  was  persuaded  in  some  respects  it  was—"  salutary  '* 
Bjgbt  be  left  out  of  the  motion,  and  the  reference  should  be  merely  to  "  a  deep 
iaprenion.''    Surely  the  recent  case  and  the  disposal  of  it  were  well  fitted  to  excr- 
ete I  very  powerful  Influence  upon  the  minds  of  all  of  them.    (Applause.)    He 
tnitcd  that  those  who  were  in  the  minority,  instead  of  having  any  feeling  of  triumph 
-"kedid  not  impute  anything  of  the  kind — were  deeply  solemnised,  and  would  feel 
tht  there  lay  upon  them  a  very  peculiar  responsibility  in  connection  with  the  whole 
onucr.    It  was  a  fact  that  they  could  not  get  rid  of,  that  for  years  the  Church  had 
^  agitated  in  connection  with  the  question  of  one  of  their  professors.    They  had 
uurtd  St  a  decision  in  an  Assembly  which  waa  all  but  equally  divided  on  the  sub- 
;Kt,  and  he  should  think  that  that  circumstance  alone,  apart  from  anything  else, 
^Id  not  but  influence  strongly  the  minds  of  the  professors,  and  could  not  but  lead 
ibem  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  a  call  for  very  great  tendemesa  and  watch- 
fsiacaa  in  all  their  teaching  and  proceedings.    He  waa  sure  he  judged  the  professora 
inght  vbea  he  expressed  the  conviction  that  they  would  be  most  anxious  to  con- 
<Ion  tbemaslvea  in  all  respects  so  aa  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  views  and  foelings 
vbick  prevailed  tliroughout  the  Church.    It  waa  not  saying  anything  against  them 
(0  ny  that  there  were  lessons  in  these  proceedings  of  a  very  solemn  description, 
Uid  vhieh  ought  to  leave  an  abiding  impression  both  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
^I  eoaeemed.    On  the  other  side,  he  thought  that  those  who  might  have  been  in 
t^  Biaority,  instead  of  yielding  to  a  feeling  of  disappointment  or  dissatisfaction, 
»  n  in  say  way  to  countenance  agitation  throughout  the  Church,  should  be  led  in 
*  precisely  opposite  direction,  and  that  they  should  see  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
'C^oJesee  in  the  decision  that  had  been  arrived  at — (applause) — and  do  their  utmost 
^  teeire  that  there  should  be  a  time  of  quiet  and  of  rest,  so  that  men  might  be 
Allowed  to  ponder  all  that  was  implied  in  the  proeeeding?,  and  get  the  good  out  of 
tkeoi  which  they  were  fitted  to  yield.    (Applause.)    With  regard  to  the  motion  of 
^ii  Heaiy  Moncreiff,  Dr.  Adam  said  he  felt  ihtX,  however  it  might  be  modified,  and 
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however  delieately  ezprested,  yet  the  eifliple  fact  of  ealUng  Dpom  the  profbnen  to 
gire  into  ikt  College  Committee  statements  in  regard  to  their  Tiewa  of  Holy  Sciip- 
tore»  whidi  was  at  the  bottom  of  it,  indicated  great  anspioion  with  respeet  to  the 
aetoal  atate  of  things — ^It  waa  fitted,  at  all  erenU,  to  eonrej  aa  impreaabn  ef  that 
deseription.  He  did  not  think  that  the  professors  of  the  Chueh,  wliatarer  might 
hare  come  and  gone,  should  be  subjected  to  any  imputation.  ( Applaosei)  If  it  was 
their  desircHo  do  good  to  the  professors,  they  must  treat  them  .with  a  great  degree 
of  respect  and  confidenee.  The  way  in  which  the  matter  waa  pot  in  hia  {Jk, 
Adam's)  motion  was  more  likely  to  hare  »  happy  eiTect  on  the  partiea  eeneenicd 
than  proceeding  to  any  kind  of  inTcatigaUon  that  would  bring  up  reports,  and  sow 
the  seeds  of  contro?er«y — of  new  cases  that  might  perplex  and  trouble  the  Chareh 
eren  more  than  that  decided  on  Thursday.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  BAKKEBHAN,  Perth— I  beg  leave  to  second  the  motion  of  Dr.  Adam. 
In  doing  so,  I  feel,  aa  he  did,  that  I  am  treading  on  aomewhat  delioate  gnwnd,  and 
must  caat  myself  upon  the  special  indulgence  and  kind  interpntation  of  the 
Assembly. 

I  spesk  aa  one  who  waa  in  the  minority  laat  night  I  waa  in  the  nuuerlty  last 
year,  antl  had  I  been  a  member  of  the  Glasgow  Assembly,  I  should  probably  hare 
declined  to  TOte ;  at  all  events,  I  could  not  hare  Toted  for  the  motion  of  Sir  Heniy 
MoncretflT.  So  that  I  hare  had  a  aomewhat  Taried  experience  in  this  matter,  whieh  ouglU 
to  teach  me  sympathy.  Of  coune  our  frienda  in  the  minority  do  not  expect  us  to 
be  courinced  that  we  were  wrong  in  our  view  of  the  case,  by  the  faot  of  our  finding 
ourselres  in  the  minority,  any  more  than  we  expected  than  to  be  oonTineed  that 
they  were  wrong  by  their  being  in  the  minority  last  year,  or  the  year  befnc. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

And  in  auch  oireumatsnces.  Moderator,  we  all  have  our  own  methods,  wUch  are 
very  aatislactory  to  ouraelvea,  of  explaining  why  the  migorlty  waa  againal  na,  anr! 
how  little  moral  weight  it  ought  to  carry,  and:  how  easily  and  auitably  it  might  iiare 
been  converted  into  a  minority.  That  is  perfectly  natuinl  and  inevit&ki  It 
belongs  to  the  aitoation*  (Laughter  and  applause.)  But,  air,  we  are  all,  I  trest, 
good  Presbyterians,  and  being  auch,  it  ia  our^duty  to  accept  the  faet  of  our  beiag  in 
the  minority,  and  to  do  so  in  the  spirit,  and  with  the  mental  attitude,  indicated  bj 
Dr.  Adam.    (Applause.) 

Conscience  may  be  relieved,  individual  responsibility  may  be  exhauatiwl  hj 
dissent ;  but  then  we  are  called,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  aeeept  Uie  judgment  of  tbe 
Assembly  in  a  loyal  and  cordial  way,  to  acoept  it  as  an  important  new  element  for 
ua  in  the  situation,  something  which  ought  practically  to  influenee  our  action  ia  th« 
matter,  our  attitude  towarda  it  for  the  future.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Tliaty  I  think,  is  the  right  and  the  Presbyterian  course,  which  will  tend,  with 
Ood*s  blessing,  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Chorch.  And  fiouiher,  air,  I  fed  eore 
of  this,  that  tht  more  of  frank  and  brotherly  intereourae  we  have  with  eaeh  other, 
the  more  we  shall  find  that  we  are  not  so  fiir  from  each  other,  even  on  pointa  that 
have  been  in  controvenqr,  aa  aome  are  perhapa  inclined  to  think. 

Nine-tentha  of  the  auspicion  and  uneaainesa  which  prevail  in  the  minda  of  seme 
respected  brethren  are  really  founded,  I  believe,  to  a  great  extent  on  mianndemtand- 
inga  and  exaggerations.  (Applause.)  Distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view  in 
more  senses  than  one.  It  often  caata  a  magnifying  mist  round  diffcfencea,  whieh 
disappeara  when  men  meet  face  to  £Mse,  aa  we  diould  do,  in  kindly  and  biothexlf 
fellowship.    (Hear,  hear.) 

We  have  had  our  differences  and  diviaions  in  thla  Assembly,  but  I  am 
thoroughly  assured  of  this,  that  we  are  not  divided  in  thia  Assembly  or  this  Church 
upon  any  vital  point— -(hear,  hear) — upon  any  essential  matter  of  faith  or  doetrine. 

As  knowing  a  considerable  number  of  our  younger  miniaters,  I  may  aay  thai  I  am 
fully  conviooed  that  they  are  thoroughly  loyal  In  heart  and  spirit  to  the  great  Con- 
fessional doctrinea  of  the  Church,  and  that  if  aome  of  them  apeak  strongly,  and  it 
may  be  oneeidedly  at  times,  it  is  because  their  own  feet  are  npon  the  rock,  beeause 
their  own  faith  ia  a  atrong  and  a  living  thing.  The  freedom  whieh  they  want  ia  not , 
an  unlimited  freedom, — not  license,— but  a  regulated  one,  a  freedom  within  the 
bounda  of  law  and  of  the  Standards.    (Hear.) 

Wherever  you  have  life  in  a  tree  you  will  have  growth,  and  that  aometlmea  ia 
the  ahape  of  rank  and  luxuriant  off-shoots,  which  it  may  need  a  touch  of  the  gar- 
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daaei't  kand,  or  eren  of  htt  pnmiDg^knife,  to  keep  within  boundB*  Bat  fiurelj  that 
ii  far  betier  thtn  to  have  a  tree  where  there  Ib  no  anch  tronble,  Jost  beeanae  it  is 
deid  or  djjing  I  It  ia  beeaaae  there  ia  life  in  oor  yoonger  miniatera  that  there  are 
tbe  maaiMaflonaat  timea  whieh  have  canaed  eonoem,  and  not  onnatarally  or  without 
oeeadoB,  te  a  namber  of  reapeeted  brethren  in  tbia  Church ;  and  it  ia  beeaoie  there 
is  life  in  our  people,  that  there  ia  among  them  aneb  deep  and  liring  anxiety  for  the 
faoBOor  and  the  anthority  of  the  Word  of  .God.  (Applaoae.)  Withoot  trenching 
ipoB  gfMud  where  we  might  differ,  I  am  confident  that  we  all  agree  that  one  aala- 
luy  leMOB  vhich  we  may  draw  from  the  whole  eonrae  and  iaaue  of  thia  eaae,  ia  the 
ropeet  doe  to  the  Chriatian  feelinga,  and  even  the  Cbriatian  inatlneta  and  hallowed 
UNciatieDa  of  onr  people,  that  theae  are  not  to  be  mdely  or  oontemptnonaly 
Uadled,  eren  when  they  may  aeem  to  ns  to  ding  in  aome  meaanre  to  polnta  whieh 
t  JQiter  ezegeaia  or  a  deeper  reaeareh  may  place  in  a  different  light  from  the  old. 
Sarelj  it  ia  canae  for  the  greateat  thaakfalneaa  that  we  hare  a  people  among  whom 
ipuitaal  life  ia  ao  atrong,  to  whom  theae  mattera  are  of  aadi  living  Intereat,  and 
viio  are  80  tmly  eoneemed  aboot  oTerything  which  tooehea  the  roTerence  doe  to 
(kd*a  Bcaaage  to  na  in  the  Holy  Borlptarea.    ^Hear,  hear.) 

SirHINBT  MOKCBBIFF  mored  aa  foUowa:— 

*Tlfl  Qeatral  Aaaembly,  having  eonaidered  the  oTertnrea,  do  not  aee  canae  for 

tikia;  aetien  in  aeeotdance  with  them,  bat  deaire  to  eneonrage  a  apirit  of  confidence 

:i  tk  theological  profeaaora  of  the  Chnreh.    The  Aaaembly,  at  the  aame  time,  find 

^tiba  of  great  importance  to  tx  attention  on  the  fact  that  both  in  Qreat  Britain 

ni«  the  Continent  Teiy  injnriooa  Tiewa  are  now  preralent  regarding  the  genuine- 

Ka,dieaothentietty,  and  the  inapiration  of  the  Bcripturea,  and  on  the  T^oe  of  a 

'^aiaifeatation  to  the  Chriatian  world,  aa  well  aa  to  her  own  membera,  of  the 

<ff«ii^  Tiewa  whieh  Uda  Church  maintaina.    The  Aaaembly,  therefore,  deaire  the 

wiatmeo  of  the  thaological  profeaaora  in  that  manifeatatlon,  and  hereby  InTite  each 

«<tkeai  to  forward  to  the  College  Committee,  before  the  firat  of  February  1881,  a 

iteeat  ef  the  Tiawa  which  he  ia  aecuatomed  or  prepared  to  inculcate  on  hia 

MiicBta  regarding  the  gennineneaa,  the  authenticity,  and  the  inapiration  of  the 

Seriptana,  ao  that  onr  theological  teaehlng  on  theae  aubjecta  may  be  thoroughly 

iaova  aad  ■nderatood*    And  the  Aaaembly  inatruet  the  College  Committee  to 

report  any  andi  atatementa  receiyed  by  them  to  next  Aaaembly,  and  to  lay  their 

npert  on  the  table  of  tbe  Commiaaion  in  Mareh." 

Sir  Heuy  aald  he  reaponded  entirely  to  the  apirit  of  Mr.  Bannerman'a  remarka. 
•^fter  the  dedaion  that  had  been  come  to  there  ought  to  be  the  moat  friendly  apirit 
t'lnids  thon  witli  whom  they  differed,  and  he  juat  wiahed  to  aay  that  he  had  a 
nest  friendly  and  pleaaant  interriew  with  Profeaaor  Smith  himaelf  laat  night. 
'Hnleaged  applaoae.)  In  regard  to  hia  motion,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  obaerred 
^  be  waa  looking  at  a  aomewhat  different  point  altogether  from  what  Dr.  Adam 
VII  looking  at  He  (Ih*.  Adam)  waa  looking  at  what  waa  going  on  in  thia  Chnreh, 
^d  ke  vaa  Impreaaed  with  the  idea  of  any  propoaal  anch  aa  hia  (the  apeaker*a), 
^Tiag  a  bearing  upon  the  eaae  that  had  been  decided.  He  (Sir  Heniy)  waa  think- 
^  of  Batten  in  another  point  of  view.  He  was  thinking  of  a  wider  queation,  the 
itfge  qooation  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  now  expoaed  to  all  manner  of 
mjnriooa  Tiewa  on  the  anbjeet  he  referred  to,  and  which  were  apread  over  the  Con- 
tioeat,  and  in  Great  Britain,  too.  No  donbt»  the  aubjeot  of  Profeaaor  Smlth'a  eaae 
wvaUy  led  on  to  a  topio  like  thia,  but  he  waa  looking  at  a  wider  topic  Hia 
mUob  did  not  deal  apeeiaUy  with  thia  eaae,  bat  it  apoke  of  the  deairableneaa,  in 
vWv  of  the  Tiewa  apreading  in  thia  country  and  on  the  Continent,  of  thia  Chnreh 
"ukiag^aelear  manifeatatlon  to  the  Christian  world  "  of  the  ground  whieh  it  took 
tt  •Ppoaition  to  theae  opiniona ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  of  the  beat  ways 
fcr  Uwm  to  fight  an^  moyementa  would  be,  if  the  profeaaora  could  aee  their  way  to 
It.  t«  aaaiat  the  Chnreh  in  making  manifeat  to  the  world  what  their  ground  was  in 
<1>P<iiiUon  to  all  the  injurious  Tiews  whieh  might  be  entertained  elsewhere.  His 
«piaion  waa  that,  in  the  progiesa  of  eTenta,  they  would  find  more  and  more  need 
ior  loeh  a  maniieatotion.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  BSQG  aeeonded  the  motion.  He  aaid  that  the  OTortures  that  had  been  laid 
«B  their  table  went  farther  than  Sir  Henry  MoncreifTs  motion.  They  proposed  the 
^Ppohilinent  of  a  Commiaaion  with  full  powera  to  inquire  into  the  teaching  In  their 
^U«S«iy  bat  he  waa  quite  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  the  meantime,  and  to  acquieace 
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xtTj  eoidiaIly»  in  ihe  proposal  which  Sir  Henry  UioncreliF  had  made.     It  Memed  lo 
him  that  they  had  good  reason  to  bo  anxious  in  regard  io  the  state  of  tbeologial 
opinion  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  which,  in  conseqnenee  of  their  ioereued 
commanicatlon  with  the  Continent^  and  the  number  of  their  men  thai  fiiited  ity 
made  it  very  important  that  thej  ahonld  guard  themselyes  against  evils  which  were 
quite  patent,  which  had  not  only  entered  other  Ghurehes  but  had  subrerted  other 
Churches.    They  all  knew  that  the  tendency  of  the  very  liberty  which  they  enjoyed 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  might  be  found  in  the  direction  of  licence,  and,  as  the 
result  of  licence^  the  ultimate  subversion  of  their  whole  system.    They  bad  been 
speaking  much  to-day  upon  the  training  of  miniaters  and  of  good  preaching  in  con- 
nection with  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  but  they  knew  from  ezperieoce 
that  good  preaching  must  be  founded  upon  an  unhesitating  admission  of  the  isspin- 
tion  of  the  Word  of  God.     They  must  not  go  into  their  pulpits  and  ask  the  people 
to  listen  to  mere  speculations  of  their  own,  beoaase  on  that  footing  the  pulpit  woold 
aeon  be  aubverted.    They  must  stand  upon  the  authority  of  the  Divine  Won),  sad 
anything  that  impinged  upon  that  was  deatractive  of  the  whole  ministry  of  ikt 
gospel.    They  must  preach  the  wliole  counsel  of  Qod,  and  as  the  counsel  of  God, 
and  if  they  preached  on  any  other  ground  Uie  Church  was  gradually  subverted,    h 
the  very  large  towna  in  Germany  very  few  of  the  people  went  to  church,  aud  they 
must  take  care  that  nothing  of  the  kind  should  occur  in  Scotland  if  they  could  pre- 
vent it    He  did  not  know  the  pracise  teaching  which  prevailed  in  their  coUegee,  be 
had  no  precise  means  of  ascertaining  what  the  professors  taaght^  but  most  undoubt- 
edly there  waa  a  strong  feeling  abroad  that  there  was  a  want  in  connection  with  tlie 
preachiog  of  many  of  their  younger  ministers,  and  that  that  somehow  or  other  had 
a  connection  with  the  training  in  their  colleges.    He  must,  however,  say  that  some 
of  the  yoong  men  they  had  recently  licensed  in  Edinburgh  Presbyteiy  had  been 
most  satisfactory — (applause) — and  if  they  could  have  a  suecetsion  of  such  young 
men  there  would  be  less  of  tlie  prevailing  suspicion.    He  pointed  to  the  faci  ih&i 
their  professors,  in  the  case  they  decided  yesterday,  had  taken  almost  nnanimously, 
as  he  thonght,  the  wrong  side  in  the  discussions  thst  had  taken  place  in  their 
Ghureh  on  that  esse ;  but,  without  dwelling  on  that,  surely  it  wss  very  reasonable 
to  suggest,  as  Sir  Henry  MoncreifTa  motion  suggested,  that  their  professore  should 
do  this  in  the  way  of  satisfying  the  Church,  and  give  tli«m  some  idea  In  writing  of 
the  actual  doctrines  which  they  maintained  upon  those  snbjecta  which  had  been 
agitating  the  Chureh.    Nothing  short  of  something  of  this  kind  would  satisfy  tbe 
Church. 

He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  debate  which  had  reeenUy  taken  place, 
but  the  result  of  that  debate  had  not  diminished,  in  his- opinion,  the  necessity  ot 
some  such  process  as  was  now  suggested,  but  the  very  revene ;  and  he  thougiit  it 
those  in  Uie  students'  gallery  were  to  be  the  hopes  of  the  Chureh,  that  was  a  plaia 
indication  of  the  necessity  of  some  inquiry — (hear,  hear,  and  applause) — in  regard  iv» 
the  principles  taught,  and  in  regard  to  the  methods  in  which  they  were  being 
trained.    His  own  opinion  was,  however,  that  a  difficulty  was  not  to  be  suggeatea 
merely  in  connection  with  their  thedogieal  halls,  for  he  believed  that  it  would  be 
well  if  their  Chorch  were  to  make  a  very  rigid  inquiry  in  regard  to  Che  kind  o| 
teaching  to  which  their  students  were  subjected  in  their  nniveraities,  and  fin  oonnec 
tion  with  some  of  the  classes  which  were  attended  by  some  of  their  students  in  thcs 
universities.    It  would  be  well  that  the  professors  in  these  univenities  should  ander 
stand  that  they  had  no  prescriptive  right  to  teach  their  students,  but  that  they  wcr 
extremely  jealous  of  the  instruction  to  which  their  students  were  subjected  even  id 
their  undergraduate  course. 

He  did  not  intend  to  dwell  further  upon  the  subjects  It  seemed  to  him  tha{ 
Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs  proposal  waa  most  reasonable  and  most  necessary.  Theij 
waa  a  strong  feeling  throughout  the  community,  and  it  would  be  well  if  anythin 
could  be  done  to  allay  that  feeling;  A  resistance  to  inquiry  only  tended  to  InereaiF 
it,  and  it  could  only  be  allayed  by  a  frank  and  free  declaration  of  what  the  doetrint 
really  were  to  which  their  young  men  were  subjected  upon  those  points  which  weri 
specially  indicated  in  Sir  Henry  Moncreifi'a  motion.    (Applanse.) 

Dr.  THOMSON^  Paisley,  said  that  after  the  decidon  of  last  night,  he  thongl 
they  might  all  agree  to  one  deliverance  on  the  subject.  For  his  part,  thoni^h  fa 
thoroughly  agreed  with  all  that  had  been  said,  by  &r  Henxy  Honmiff  in  «iippoi 
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•f  hii  aotion  jeftterday,  yet  he  woold  prefer  the  motion  noir  gabmilied  by  Dr. 

Adam,   H«  thoo^bt  that  it  met  the  whole  eaae  aa  it  noir  standi.     He  thought 

*iio  thai  t2ie  vkoie  dieeoMion  should  now  cease  and  determine  in  the  Church,  and 

Qo  more  be  said  about  it     (Hear»  hear.)     He  coald  not  agree  to  the  proposal  to 

gead  down  an  hiTitation  to  the  professors  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  their  views  to 

be  ubmitted  to  next  Aasembly.    Such  a  proposal  he  regarded  as  not  only  unne- 

ceuaijg  bat  as  aemewhat  inqaiaitorial,  and^as  fitted  direotly,  though  not  intended,  to 

keep  ap  and  eoatiane,  if  not  to  ereate,  needless  irritation  and  suspicion  in  their 

C&arcfal    It  would  be  rery  difficult  for  the  professors,  unless  they  wrote  pretty  large 

crettiiei^  to  go  felly  into  the  sabjeet  without  still  leaTing  room  for  criticism,  or  for 

Bi4iiAdenftaadiiig  in  regard  to  their  real  Tiews;  and  thus  they  should  haye  the  die- 

'-jiioaa  tbey  had  all  been  so  much  pained  with  renewed  iaterminably.    (Applause.) 

7htn  WIS  much  wisdom  in  the  saggesUon  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Binnerman,  that  a 

•tieaooQs  effort  should  be  made  on  all  sides  to  bring  about  a  brotherly  understand- 

!%  tad  that  kindly  feeling  which  ought  to  subsist  amongst  us.    Some  of  the 

;  easier  ministers  were  apt  to  regard  the  older  men  as  somewhat  antiquated  in  their 

J^ogieal  Tiews  ;  and  the  older  ministers  were  apt  to  think  that  the  young  men 

vere  aomevhat  too  easily  caught  by  noTclties.    He  confessed  that  he  had  had  that 

'i^Iifig  himself  in  regard  to  Professor  Smith  snd  some  others ;  but  he  must  say 

'jm,  that  the  feeling  of  distrust  was  quite  banished  from  his  mind  by  the  statement 

'Meb  the  professor  liad  made  last  night — (applause) — and  he  was  sure  that  they 

vftold  all  be  prepared,  the  older  as  well  as  the  younger,  to  giro  him  their  confidence 

9  tbe  foture  discharge  of  his  duties  ;  and  he  had  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that 

iWettor  Smith  would  do  all  he  could  to  deserve  and  to  gain  that  confidence,  and 

»Uo  that  he  would  aacoeed  in  doing  so.    (Applause.)     His  friend  Dr.  Begg  had 

•{kUq  aa  if  we  had  no  other  means  of  ascertaiaing  the  kind  of  teaching  in  our 

^egea    But  had  we  not  the  quinquennial  visitation  ?    And,  if  needful,  it  could 

Ij  ffiads  triennial.     Besides,  they  had  the  young  men  under  the  supervision  of  the 

Prabjteries,  who  could  easily  ascertain  how  they  had  been  instructed  in  our  col- 

"tea  vben  brought  up  for  examination.    He  thooghty  therefore,  that  the  whole 

Cutter  might  now  be  allowed  to  rest.    If  questions  should  arise  again,  the  Church 

*««ld  be  prepared  to  meet  them;  but  he  fondly  hoped  that  there  would  be  no 

■n'^T  necessity.     (Applause.) 

Tke  Earl  of  KINTOBE  said  that  whatever  view  they  might  have  entertained  of 
rotenlaj's  debate,  there  should  be  a  cessation  in  reference  to  it  for  a  very  long 
'  ^t.  If  they  were  to  divide,  he  preferred  to  support  Dr.  Adam's  motion.  He 
V  aid  respectfully  aak  this  Chureh  whether  it  would  be  to  its  dignity  and  its  honour 
<viueoffifort  to  go  forward  and  ask  any  professor  for  a  written  statement  of  his 
ntvi,  and  find  themselves  in  this  position,  that  possibly  that  professor  might  refuse 
'•ciffsrd  that  satisfaction.     (Applause.) 

3Ir.  FERGUSON  (elder),  Kinmundy,  suggested  that  both  motions  should  be 
^  thdiavn,  so  that  the  discussion  might  be  ended. 

Dr.  ADAM  said  that  when  he  gave  notice  of  his  motion  it  was  in  relation  to  a 
-:lioQ  that  had  now  passed  away.  He  was  now,  therefore,  in  the  best  position  to 
« :adnw  his  motion  if  there  was  any  desire  for  it,  but  he  left  the  matter  in  the 
^-auofthe  Hooae. 

Xr.  BEITH,  College  Church,  Qlasgow,  as  one  who  voted  in  the  majority  yester- 
'ay.  bad  to  ssy  that  they  had  no  feeling  of  triumph  in  regard  to  that  result.  They 
M  bombled  in  the  sight  of  GK>d,  and  felt  a  responsibility  resting  upon  them. 
'I«r,  bear.) 

Toe  vote  was  taken  by  a  show  of  hands,  when  it  was  found  that  there  was  a 
^jdrity  in  favour  of  the  first  motion. 

'  Wherefore,  the  General  Assembly,  having  considered  the  overtures,  while 
-ee^nigiiig  the  duty  of  watching  over  the  tesching  in  the  chairs  of  theology,  aa 
'  '^e  of  the  great  interests  entrusted  to  their  care,  do  not  see  good  cause  for  taking 
'^'-^ou  la  accordance  with  the  overtures.  But  having  had  t-heir  attention  largely 
-^*  anxiously  oeeapied  with  one  important  case,  and  believing  that  the  whole 
vce  and  issue  of  the  proceedings  connected  with  it  are  fitted  to  produce  a  deep 
aKtaaioa  on  tba  minds  of  ministers  and  people  alike — an  impreasion  with  which 
^nimea  soch  as  those  proposed  would  serioosly  interfere — the  Assembly  exhort  all 
^^«iea  to  beaefit  hi  the  lessons  whieh  that  case  suggests,  to  svoid  occasions  of 

R 
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offence  and  Btnmbling,  and  to  stady  OTer  to  maintain  tratk  in  Ioto.  In  a  ipedal 
manner  they  exhort  the  brethren  in  the  profenoriate,  whom  they  eiteem  highlj  la 
lore  for  their  woil[f  e  aake,  to  oonsidar  well  the  aolicUado  the  Ghnrdi  feela  in  tbe 
chakaeter  ef  their  teaching,  on  which,  In  these  ilmat,  so  much  depends,  and  to  itive 
eonslani  eaw  e»  haild  op  their  ttadenta  In  a  gmi  ttnrreaod  aiod  Y^e  Ibr  Holy 
Soriptnrr.  And  the  Asiombly,  perinaded  that  their -beiofad  brethiwHu^  abondaat^ 
willing,  of  thamaelTei,  to  welcome  snch  exhortaiion,  4^  eaneatly  eemmend  tbe 
eollegea,  hi  the  apedal  cirenmitaineeB  of  the  pMMnt  thne,  lo  the  praydHU  Intereit 
and  loving  regard  of  all  their  faithftil  people." 

From  thi^  deUVemnee/.Dr.  Begg,  Mr.  David  BCaedonald,  and  Dngald  Xaepbail 
(older),  Mr.  Sinclair  (minhiter),  Mr.  Nell  Madeod  (elder),  and  Mr.  Allan  Xaeaitbor, 
dissentedr 


TRIZBIHO  OV  BtUllU'lH  AVD  BBU  KMWUOCW 

Jin  OTertnxe  from  the  Presbytexy  of  Dankeld,  req^eatiag  the  ^AiiaemUyto  ad^t 
■nch  meaanre  fts  ahall  aeeare  tlutt  no  aiudenta  shall  be  licepised  sa  probationers  of 
the  Chnvch  unless  they  exhibited  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  Soriptoie,  and  anotber 
from  the  Synod  ef  •  Argyle  anent  the  practical  training  of  studenta  of  divinity,  were 
passed  from,  as  they  were  single  overtures,  and  no  representative  appealed  la  sap 
port  of  either  of  them. 

LOSS  OV  ACADEMIC  FBIVU.I0S8, 

Six  overtnres  were  tabmltted — from  the  Synod  of  Lolhian  and  Tweeddsle, 
Presbyteries  of  Aberdeen,  Auchterardcr,  EdiDbargh,  Haddington  and  Dunbar,  and 
Penpont — in  regard  to  the  loss  of  academic  privileges.  The  overture  from  the 
Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale  was  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  Whereas  certain  minlalers  of  the  Free  Church  have  beei^  through  the  past 
acUon  of  the  Church,  deprived  of  certain  important  academic  privilegea ;  and 
whereas  it  is  of  aome  importance  that  these  ministers  should  be  placed,  if  poasible, 
in  a  position  of  equality  with  their  brethren ;  it  is  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free 
Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  to  the  ensuing  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  to  take  the  premises  into  favourable  consideration,  and  to  tai^e 
such  steps  aa  iu  its  wisdom  may  seem  best  fitted  to  secure  the  end  in  view.*" 

Dr.  BEGG,  in  supporting  the  overture,  said  this  was  a  matter  in  which  a  number 
of  their  ministers  were  interested.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Free  Church  Uitj 
appointed  not  only  theological  chairs,  but  also  chairs  of  moral  philoaophy  and  logic, 
and  they  instructed  their  young  men  to  take  advantage  of  these  chain.  After  a 
time  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  ministers  who  were  graduates  to  take  part  in 
the  election  of  members  of  Parliament  arose,  and  it  was  found  that  the  men  wiio 
had  taken  instruction  in  connection  with  the  chairs  in  question,  although  taught  bj 
the  same  men  afterwarda  tranaferred  to  university  professorships,  were  excluded 
altogether  from  any  rlglita  of  that  kind,  and  the  object  of  that  overture  waa  to  find' 
out,  if  possible,  some  plan  under  wliich  these  men  should  receive  justice  in  connec- 
tion with  the  arrangements  referred  to.  It  seemed  to  him  that  there  should  be 
difficulty  in  assisting  their  brethren  in  securing  what  was  a  manifest  act  of  justi< 
He  moved  that  the  General  Assembly  should  adopt  the  suggestion  contained 
these  overtures. 

Dr.  THOMSON*,  Paisley,  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimovaly  earri< 

The  following  was  the  motion  agreed  to : — **  The  Assembly,  having  consideri 
the  overtures,  resolved  to  petition  Parliament  to  remove  the  disability  compluni 
of;  and  remit  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements'  Committee  to  prepare  and  forwi 
the  petition," 

TBM  eUTIB  OABM. 

Sir  HENBT  MONCREIFF  gave  in  the  following  additional  xeaaoM  of 
from  the  Assembly's  judgment  in  the  ease  of  Professor  Smith  :--> 

1.  Because  ti&e  statements  at  the  commencement  of  the  judgment  with  rela( 
to  the  want  of  suffisieni  ground  to  support  a  libel  for  heresy  Imve  no  real  bear! 
on  the  resolution  to  withdiaw  the  libe)»  inaamneh  ai  the  fiading^ef  the  CoUeige  Coi 


FRIDAY,  MAY  28,  1880.  259 

mittee  tpplied  to  the  qoestion  of  *  libel  for  heresy  strictly  bo  called,  and  inMmach 
as  the  ippttraaee  of  a  ainiiUr  want  at  pre«enb  applies  to  the  same  qoestion,  whereas 
the  libel  aerred  on  Professor  Smith  is»  according  to  the  judgments  finding  and  eon- 
fimiii^iti  releTsnej,  not  a  libel  for  heresy  strictly  so  called,  boialibd  fordang«zoaa 
error,  tending  to  heresy  by  logical  inference. 

2.  B^eanse  the  jadgment  Urns  finds  that,  when  ihere  is  no  ground'  to  support  a 
libel  Sat  hensy  strictly  so  called,  a  libel  for  dangerona  error  tending  to  heresy  by 
l^giod  isfnenee,  ooght  to  bo  withdrawn  without  consideiation  of  its  gronnds. 

S.  Because  ooaseqaently,  while  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  jodgment  ar« 
Gppwed  to  the  proTioas  judgments  on  the  rdeTsney,  it  does  not  really  touch  thes« 
jsdgnenti^  bat  leaves  the  condemnation  inT<4Ted  in  them  of  the  theory  regarding 
BeateraiMmy  in  the  full  stcength  of  a  precedent^  so  that  t^  result  may  now  bo  to 
origiBste  sooner  or  later  a  fresh  libel  against  some  one  maintaining  that  or  any 
umiUr  theoiy,  and  because  I  deprecate  anything  which  may  lead  to  or  justify  aneh 
ircnJi 

1  Bmsoss  the  judgment  represento  all  the  other  partaeulan  of  the  libel  in  its 
origiuJ  state  as  hvHag  been  found  irreleraat,  whereas,  under  the  seoond  altematlTe^ 
t%  vcre  simply  departed  from,  with  a  reservation  relating  to  the  points  involTod 
A  (ke  Buyer  premlsei. 

5,  Beouise  it  tends  to  create  a  dissatisfaction  in  many  quarters  which  may  pio> 
teal  the  solation  of  questions  which  may  disturb  the  action  of  the  Church  for  the 
^  cads  of  her  eziatenee. 

i  fieeaaac  ike  document  entitled  "  Answer  to  the  Amended  Libel "  is  repre- 
Kstti  by  the  jodgment  aa  modifying  the  theory  on  Deuteronomy  as  exhibited  in 
^Stel,  when  it  was  framed  and  found  releTant,  whereas  it  has  been  shown  that 
^  ORatial  point  objected  to  in  the  theory  of  Deuteronomy  remains  just  as  it  was. 

SSPUXnS  FBOM  BNOUBB  PBUBrTEBUN  BTNOO. 

in  estraet  minute  from  the  records  of  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Chureh  of 
^liad,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Synod  had  approred  of  the  suggestion  of 
•■tare  hitereourse  which  had  been  transmitted  to  them  from  last  Assembly. 

Aaother  extract  minute  was  read  from  the  same  records,  from  which  it  appeared 
'-^  the  recent  deputation  from  the  Synod  to  this  Church  had  been  yery  cordially 
^^Tcd;  and  a  third  extract  was  read,  from  which  it  appeared  that  they  had 
appointed  Dr.  Donnld  Fraser,  their  Moderator ;  Mr.  John  Thompson,  minister  at 
^evoitie;  Mr.  W,  Gray  Elmslie,  minister  at  Willesden,  London,  with  Mr.  Hugh 
^  Uatheson,  ruling  elder,  London. 

The  depatiea,  being  all  present,  were  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Bums,  who,  atf 
Moderator  of  last  Assembly,  was  the  first  named  on  the  recent  deputation  from  this 
AsaemUy,  and  who  reported  that,  along  with  Mr.  Watson,  minister  at  Glasgow,  and 
Coionel  Yonng,  £dinbnrgh,  he  had  Tisited  the  Synod  in  April  last,  and  had  been 
^neably  reeeiyed. 

Dr.  DONALD  FRASEB  said  that  it  was  proposed  that  some  change  should  take 
fiiee  la  their  future  arrangements  of  depntationa  between  the  Church  he  repre- 
Kiited  ind  this  Chureh.  But  that  proposal  did  not  emanate  on  their  aide  from  any 
^«^tre  to  withdraw  themselyes  from  the  common  life  and  friendship  of  the  Presby- 
Uriao  Chorehea.  It  was  supposed  that  as  now-a-days  deputations  were  not  really 
fcqoiied  for  the  communication  of  intelligence,  there  would  be  some  adTsntage  in 
^Tiag  these  fraternal  greetings  in  alternate  years,  and  giying  more  zest  to  the 
ippcutnce  of  deputations  by  making  them  a  little  less  frequent,  by  allowing  them 
to  be,  as  some  one  had  said,  conspicuous  by  their  absence  one  year,  and  more  eon- 
H»cQ«Qa  by  their  presence  the  year  following.  But  the  communication  most  be 
kept  ap ;  ulutataons  of  brotherly  loye  resting  in  common  fiuth  and  hope  are  always 
•^cBily  among  Christians,  and  nowhere  more  seemly  than  between  the  Presbyterian 
^Wehes.  He  assured  them  be  did  not  spnk  words  of  mere  form  when  he  said 
ibcii  Chaidi  attached  yery  great  yalue  indeed  to  the  oontinued  maintenance  of  a 
^&inbrDkeii,  and  intimate  Idendship  with  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland;  and 
aitboegh  of  reeeat  yeara  they  had  not  asked  or  obtained  direct  assistance  from  their 
Scotch  hrelhrent  7^  they  had  never  for  a  moment  doubted  the  intelligent  interes'S 
lUt  Chuith  felt  in  their  life  and  progressi    Proceeding  to  speak  of  the  position  of 
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Presby terianisin  in  England,  Dr.  Fraser  aaid  iliat  the  Knglith  arerage  mind  wu 
singalarly  careleaa  of  eccleBiaBtieal  argnmentaiion — in  fact»  that  waa  avowed,  with  t 
coriouB  sort  of  complacencj,  aa  a  kind  of  virtoe,  by  m»aj  of  the  EogliBh  peoplt^ 
It  waa  partly  the  eaase,  partly  the  consequence,  of  the  eonfuied  and  miaoeUtBCoai 
multiplication  of  aecta  and  caoaes  and  indi?idaal  noatmma  and  hobbiea  bj  which 
the  religious  commnnltles  of  England  were  disturbed,  and  by  which  its  fellowship 
was  to  a  large  extent  disintegrated  and  disorganised.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  thit^ 
because  of  all  this,  they  were  called  npon  to  abandon — nay,  they  were  called  upon  to 
maintain — the  argument  that  they  represented  a  policy  which  was  founded  upon  the 
Kew  Testament  It  was,  he  proceeded,  really  of  no  value  to  import  into  a  eooatir, 
with  such  a  people,  all  the  specialities  of  a  Scottish  Presbyterianism.  He  had  no 
wish  nor  hope  of  spreading  Scottish  Presbyterianism  in  England,  and  he  thought 
Scottish  Presbyterians  must  hare  sense  enough  to  nndentand  that  no  disrespect  bj 
saying  so  is  meant.  Thoae  who  tried  to  spread  Scottiah  Presbyterianism  aa  aueh 
had  moat  egregioualy  and  palpably  failed.  They  were  not  to  forget  the  leasons  of 
Scottish  history,  or  of  any  history,  but  ministers  and  elders  in  England  moit 
distinguish  between  the  Scottish  form  and  the  thing  itself  in  its  New  Testament 
essence,  as  regards  doctrine  and  worship  and  polity,  else  they  would  never  do  mneh 
to  advance  either  in  influence  or  usefulness  in  the  country.  If  they  at  the  present 
time  failed  with  the  English  people  in  this  matter,  he  ventured  to  say,  under  a  dae 
sense  of  responsibility,  that  no  one  would  live  to  see  the  Presbyterian  system  tried 
on  a  large  scale  in  England  till  the  end  of  time. 

It  might  be  asked — What  had  their  union  done  for  them  1  It  had  had  noit 
excellent  results ;  but  there  was  no  cause  for  blowing  loud  trumpets  over  it  aa  if  a 
great  feat  had  been  performed.  The  disunion  of  the  diflferent  Churehea  was,  he 
would  not  aay  absurd,  but  meaningleas  and  indefensible,  and  there  waa  nothing  to 
be  done  but  blend  together  ecclesiastical  shades  and  tints  that  ware  quite  in 
harmony,  and  make  more  room  in  their  minds  for  a  laiger  fellowahip.  It  wu 
a  very  important  thing  for  them  all  to  study  to  get  larger  horizoua  to  their  mindi 
in  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  in  other  matters.  There  were  two  things  very  conducire 
to  their  peace  and  prosperity  since  the  union.  One  waa  this — Uiey  were  kept  to 
constantly,  actively  busy  in  Uie  extension  and  consolidation  of  their  own  Chnieb, 
and  so  they  had  got  no  idle  hands  for  misohiet  Another  thing  waa — ^that  th^,  by 
a  common  understanding,  by  an  honourable  arrangement  amongst  themselves,  did 
not  introduce  into  their  Church  questions  that  had  a  distinctly  political  bearing  and 
complexion.  It  waa  not  that  they  were  wanting  in  public  spirit,  or  were  afiaid  to 
speak  Qut  when  necessary  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  oonntiy,  bat 
they  wore  slow  to  admit  even  semi-political  things,  because  those  who  wished  to  take 
part  in  such  questions  had  ample  opportunities  elsewhere,  without  bringing  heating, 
jarring,  fretting  elements  into  the  sacred  arena  of  the  Church. 

He  was,  he  went  on  to  say,  deeply  concerned  about  the  present  chaotic  condition 
of  religious  thought  in  England.  It  never  had  been  very  coherent  for  many  a  long 
day,  and  it  was  more  incoherent  and  perplexing  at  the  present  moment  than  ever  it 
had  been.  There  was  an  extraordinary  amount  of  unsettledness  within  all  the 
Churches,  and  it  waa  a  most  anxious  and  trying  time  for  those  who  had  to  teach  the 
people  the  Word  of  God.  If  Scotland  could  spare  any  good  theologiana  and  skiKal 
defenders  of  the  faith,  England  wanted  them. 

Hr.  JOHN  THOMPSON,  Newcaatle,  said-moderator,  fathers  and  brethren,  like 
the  honoured  brethren  of  our  deputation,  who  are  honoured  not  a  little  in  being 
comisaioned  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  to  thia  venerable  Aasambiy,  1 
am  ready  to  hail  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  with  hearty  congmtulationa.  We  are 
most  grateful  for  all  the  generous  interest  you  have  Uiien  in  our  welihre,  and  we 
aympathise  most  deeply  in  all  that  you  have  done  in  Scotland  and  throughout  the 
world  for  the  glory  of  our  common  Master. 

Your  Disruption  struggle  was  a  noble  strugi^e  for  Christian  liberty.  The  Ule 
has  been  often  told ;  but  whether  men  tell  it  or  not,  the  tale  will  repeat  itself  with 
thrilling  eloquence  for  many  generations.  It  occupies  a  plaee^  in  the  thotoagh£u«  of 
history,  more  durable  than  bronae,  to  show  what  Ciiriatian  people  will  do  for  the 
sake  of  conscience.  There  ia  a  marble  monument  in  St.  Paul's,  London,  where  an 
Sngliah  mother  appears  with  two  boys,  pointing  them  to  a  stoney  reoord  of  one  of 
Nelson's  struggles,  and  so  teaching  the  Tirtoo  of  naval  courage.    I  met  a  Christian 
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Iidj  ia  BdiabDiigh  a  few  yean  ago  who  had  broogbt  her  son  from  a  distant  town  to 
leva  fluthoiiasm  in  study  for  the  Chriatian  ministry  by  attending  the  Free  Chareh 
AtttmUj.  Possibly  be  is  here  to-day.  Certainly  mothers  and  children  yet  nnbom 
vill  learn  the  Wrtne  of  Chriatian  patriotiam  by  looking  to  this  Assembly  as  a  monu- 
Bieat  vbich  your  brare  leaders  ereeted  in  1843  to  the  honour  of  Christian  freedom. 

Looking  from  beyond  the  Scottish  border  for  years,  some  of  ns  have  been 
deliflKed  to  mark  your  progress  in  free  thought  and  free  action.  You  have  not 
Iweo  itaading  stilL  like  the  old  Roman  armies,  in  some  of  their  movements,  rou 
left  Um  impedimenta  of  State  supply  for  a  better  means  of  sustentation.  If  you  did 
Bot  burs  the  boats,  you  abandoned  them  at  the  Rubicon,  and  without  giring  up  any 
rif hi  priaetples  of  kingly  eare  for  the  Christian  Church,  yon  haye  shown  no  disposi- 
tw3  of  going  bsek  for  the  decaying  timbers.  You  hare  rather  gone  forward,  and 
in  ersating  an  expectation  that  yon  will  occupy  a  foremost  place  in  coming  battles 
for  ChiiitiaB  freedom. 

"  Freedom^s  battle,  once  begun^ 
Bequeathed  from  bleeding  sire  to  son ; 
Though  baffled  oft,  is  ever  won." 

Aod  if  your  army  unite  with  other  armies,  smaller  in  number,  yet  not  smaller  in 
tliecoonge  of  earnest  conviction,  the  struggle  may  be  aevere,  but  it  will  be  short, 
ud  tbe  vietovy  will  be  glorious.  Then  the  free  will  become  more  free,  and  the 
taetive  daoghters  of  Zion  will  be  released  like  yourselves  from  degrading  bondage. 

Tbere  is  one  department  of  free  thought  and  free  action  in  which  you  will  kindly 

fcnilBe  to  express  a  personal  opinion.    I  refer  to  the  free  thought  of  seholarsliip 

u^tke  free  action  of  Bible  criticism.    Ko  man  can  work  well  in  chains,  especially 

win  a  chain  ia  put  open  his  souL    Most  of  right-thinking  men  are  free-thtnkiog. 

ia^vhynott    Onr  Bible  does  not  debar  studious  investigation.     Free  thought  is 

^i*«<eoDpatible  with  doe  respect  for  onr  time-honoured  creed.     And  in  conserving 

^4  (u  yoo  did  in  the  manly  discussions  of  yesterday,  and  all  the  similar  discna- 

(^«iia  which  yon  have  engaged,  so  very  much  to  your  credit,  although  severely 

i(?i>;toyour  feelings,  and  the  feelings  of  all  who  love  your  Church),  we  are  con- 

tamg  the  liberty  and  order  which  lie  at  the  root  and  pervade  the  branches  of  our 

pRabjterian  polity. 

Ose  object  of  onr  visit  to  this  venerable  Assembly  is  to  secure,  if  we  can,  a  con- 
(ianaDoe  of  Free  Chnreh  interest  in  onr  little  denomination.  We  read  in  the  Book 
of  Joahn  about »  company  of  ambassadors  appearing  in  the  Hebrew  camp  at  Qilgal. 
Tbey  were  elad  in  old  garments,  with  old  ahoea,  and  clouted  upon  their  feet.  The 
l«ttd  of  Iheir  proriaion  was  dry  and  mouldy.  Professedly  they  had  come  from  a  far 
cMstry,  in  a  atate  of  destitntion,  to  seek  the  kindly  compassion  or  charitable  help 
«f  JQekaa.  Such  is  not  our  profeaaion  to-day.  We  have  not  come  from  a  far 
^^witiy;  nor  do  we  appear  in  any  gnise  of  poverty.  I  have  not  come  to  press  you 
^nd  for  a  eollection.  There  are  some  things  which  we  need  more  and  value  more 
tlm  BMney.  We  wish  your  moral  sympathy,  your  spiritual  encouragement; 
ud  I  will  venture  to  add  your  aeknowledged  prestige  at  our  back  as  part  and 
ptreelof  onr  Presbyterian  system.  We  hold  with  you  the  Westminster  Confession 
9f  Faith.  We  try,  aa  yon  do,  to  preach  the  gospel  of  divine  grace.  We  are  doing 
<^r  litUe  part  to  stem  the  flood  of  infidelity  which  ia  sweeping  over  our  country, 
^'e  are  toiling  to  lift  the  masses  of  our  nation  to  the  high  level  of  Christian  culture. 
^e  are  not  forgetting  exiled  Caledonians  who  love  to  sing  the  Lord's  song  in 
uwtlier  Und.  We  are  building  up  a  Presbyterian  Church,  as  we  believe,  on  a  Bible 
'Gradation.  And  we  are  doing  all  these  things  in  the  face  of  many  obstacles.  H 
■A  Dot  essy  work  to  rear  a  Presbyterian  Chnreh  at  the  present  day  on  English 
rnraad.  Ko  fiallmey  is  more  complete  than  the  fallacy  of  supposing  that  our  success 
'B  the  soatli  should  be  equal  in  nnmbers  to  your  success  in  the  north.  Dundee  and 
^eveaatle  may  be  much  alike  in  their  population,  but  they  are  most  unlike  in  the 
Bnnber  of  Plreaby  terian  churches.  The  inhabitants  of  London  are  quite  as  numerous 
*t  the  inhabitants  of  all  Scotland,  but  although  favoured  wiih  many  first-rate 
I^^byteriao  preachers,  we  hare  nothing  like  three  thousand  congregations  in  the 
BeutpoUs  aa  yoo  have  in  your  Preabyterian  nation.  The  truth  is,  we  are  contend- 
laf  a^iaat  heavy  odds  in  the  social  influence  of  the  laige  Churches  by  which  we  are 
(itrrouaded.    And  in  these  circumstances  we  desire  most  earnestly  the  moral  sop- 
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port^  mon  poblielx  manifested,  of  friendly  allUuiee  with  your  large  and  flouTiahtaf 
denominAtioD. 

In  what  way  our  friendly  alliance  ean  be  mere  fully  manUbsted  than  at  preaeai 
it  Is  not  for  me  to  indicate.    Ton  know  the  relatlonahipa  in  which  we  stand  to  th« 
United  Presbyterian  Chnnh,  and  ii  does  not  seem  orermnch  to  expect  them  Kb- 
ttonships  to  proTC  growingly  benefloUL    Bat  we  are  open  to  consider  any  beUer 
plan.    And  if  the  wise,  aagaeions,  ingenious  leaden  of  this  Assembly  will  tun 
attention  to  the  aalject  and  auggest  a  scheme  by  which  the  strong  Prestyyteriis 
Churches  in.  Scotland  may  more  pnblidy  manifest  their  essential  unity  in  principle 
and  practice  with  the  weal^er  PreabyterUn  Churches  in  England,  in  Ireland,  and  in 
Wales,  yoa  will  do  a  good  sertice  for  onr  common  Presbyterianiam,  and  a  better 
serTice  for  onr  common  Christianity.    It  la  well  known  that  we  are  fhndamentallj 
one,  bat  onr  fnndamental  unity  is  not  safficiently  visible.    Ton  are  all  acqxi^tod 
with  an  old  geological  theory  which  supposes  the  South  Sea  Islands  to  be  moantun 
ranges  of  a  submerged  continent.    They  are  really  one,  bat  the  connecting  land  is 
beneath  the  water.    And  if  the  water  could  be  reduced  in  yolume^  or  the  had 
elcTated  by  some  kindly  conrulsion,  we  should  hnve  one  large  yisible  continent  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean.   Just  so  with  our  Presbyterian  Churches ;  the  conneeted  prindplea 
are  too  much  snbmerged.    And  if  the  waters  of  separation  were  reduced,  or  the 
foundation  land  apheaved,  by  a  kindly  revival  of  Christian  piety,  we  might  still 
occupy  our  different  ranges,  yon  on  your  lofty  bens,  we  on  our  lowly  dells,  eaA 
doing  our  several  parts  to  bless  the  glens  and  valleya  of  onr  TialUy  Uaiied 
Kingdom. 

I  have  said  we  are  contending  in  England  against  heavy  odds,  but  we  are  not 
contending  against  hope.  Onr  progress  in  numbers  during  the  last  few  yesn  ba 
been  most  encouraging.  More  than  thia.  We  have  been  doing  something  to  learen 
our  neighbouring  Churches  with  Presbyterian  principle.  The  chief  point  in  oor 
Church  polity  is  a  combination  of  miniaters  and  elders,  or  ministers  and  laymen,  in 
the  office  of  Church  government  Thnt  combination  is  now  adopted  more  or  less 
completely  by  the  great  bodies  of  Methodists.  It  has  n  pUee,  though  not  its  legiti- 
mate power,  among  the  Independents.  And  even  the  large  Church  of  England  it 
ready  to  admit  the  presence  of  laymen  into  her  ecclesiastical  counsels.  These  faets 
show  the  current  of  our  times,  and  lead  us  to  expect  a  higher  degree  than  any  yet 
enjoyed  of  Presbyterian  prosperity.  Meantime  we  sow  in  hope.  We  are  wilting  to 
labour  and  to  wait  Our  principles  have  long  been  buried,  like  the  Master  Himself^ 
by  n  prevailing  hierarchy  and  a  mistaken  people ;  but  a  day  of  resurrection  is  sareif 
coming,  and  although  we  may  not  have  the  high  delight  of  seeing  our  Church  in 
England  attain  the  full  glory  of  Pentecostal  success,  we  may  have  the  humbler 
honour  of  being  ranked  among  those  who  were  first  at  the  sepulchre. 

Fathers  and  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  eonne 
and  be  glorified  in  England.  For  our  friends  and  our  brethren's  sakes  we  wiU  never 
cease  to  say.  Peace  be  within  your  walls  and  prosperity  within  your  palaces. 

Bev.  Mr.  ELMSLIE,  after  pointing  out  that  they  represented  in  reality  not 
merely  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  but  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chins, 
said  he  had  been  present  at  their  discussion  on  the  previous  day,  and  he  thooglit 
that  any  man  who  had  knowledge  enough  of  their  times  to  have  some  percepUon  o( 
the  Church's  danger  and  the  Church's  noble  hopes — any  man  who  had  felt  the 
earnestness  and  the  pressure  of  the  currents  of  thought  in  this  age — any  such  man, 
with  a  heart  to  feel  and  a  head  to  understand,  must  have  sat  there  on  the  previoos 
day  learning  lessons  which  would  make  him  more  careful,  but  would  leave  him  with 
a  stronger,  firmer  faith  in  the  Chnrch's  future.  It  seemed  to  him  the  Free  Chnreh 
was  a  muscular  and  elastic  one,  that  could  change  its  position  and  adapt  itself  io 
circumstances  without  departing  from  its  principles.  So  long  as  the  Free  Church 
was  bold  and  generous,  ready  to  shelter  and  help  those  who  were  erring  or  feeble, 
able  to  say  she  could  alter  her  position  and  adapt  herself  to  new  conditions,  withont 
changing  her  principles — so  long  aa  she  had  in  her  that  elastic  strength  she  at 
present  possessed,  the  Free  Church  would  be  the  strong  Church  of  Scotland. 
(Applauae.)  And  in  any  approaching  union  of  all  the  Churches  of  Scotland  into 
one  Presbyterian  Chnreh  that  would  atand  op  strong  before  the  world,  it  seemed  to 
him  the  Free  Church  was  the  Church  which  would  be  the  meeting  ground  of  the 
extremes  on  either  side,  and  which  would  have  the  strength  to  gather  them  all  into 
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oae.  lAppItBM)  Ifc^TiUiftUodiiBg  Ui«  atoienieiits  which  he  had  heard  made  ia 
Ji^Uod  apinst  t]ie  Fc^e  Ghareh,  he  had  lo  aimoiuiioe  hU  firm  faith  in  the  great- 
BOt  ef  her /atare.    (AppUose.) 

Mr.  HUGH  U.  KATHftSON>  after  expreaaing  hia  aenae  o(  the  great  honour  of 
appcaziflg  befoie  the  Aaaemblj»  leCerred  to  the  ateadj  progreaa  made  by  the  Church 
ht  repnieated.  He  had  acrred  her  aa  ao  office-bearer  for  more  thaa  thirty  years, 
ud  ia  tke  Prcthytezy  of  I^adoi^  alone  tlia  growth  within  hia  own  time  had  been 
firoB  liz  «r  eight  eongr^gationa  in  1848  to  no  fewer  than  acTenty-fiFc  at  the  preaent 
time.  fl«  would  not  ooenpy  the  Talaable  time  of  the  Aaaembiy  after  the  addresaea 
of  t^  other  members  of  the  deputation ;  but  he  oonld  not  refrain  from  alluding  to 
oM  of  their  Chaieh'a  enterpriaea,  which  had  a  Tcry  warm  place  in  the  hearta  of 
muj  aeabeta  ef  the  Aaaembiy  and  of  the  Pree  Ohorch~*he  meant  their  miaaion 
to  Chios.  Am  baring  boeahononred  to  be  convener  of  thia  misaion  for  many  yeara» 
be  risked  to  thank  them  for  the  aympathy  exteaded  to  thia  work,  and  rery  apeeialiy 
iK  (k  nan  they  had  giren  to  U^  aome  of  whom  had  made  their  mark  on  the  whole 
okiiaoa  field  in  Cliinft.  The  nameaof  William  Burns,  David  Sandeman,  and 
Cuiuiis  Doqglaa  eoald  nerer  be  forgotten,  and  their  memoiy  was  sweat  and 
bgaat.  Other  valuable  men  had  flowed  them,  and.  the  Church  had  great  reaaon 
M  be  Unnkfal  for  the  bleaaing  that  had  attended  their  laboura.  The  mission  of  the 
Pmbyterian  Church  of  England  in  China  waa  aecond  to  none  among  the  miaaiona 
ism  £aglsnd  and  Ajnerica,  whether  aa  regards  the  agency  employed,  or  the 
iBMftt  of  aecceaa  that  had  been  graciously  given.  If  ever  a  work  had  been 
iscitd  in  prqrer  it  waa  thia  Cliina  miaaion.  When  William  Boms  went  forth  he 
midiowed  by  the  prajFora  of  many  in  Scotland  who  had  received  blessing  under 
)uinaarfcable  miniatry.  One  of  our  missionaries,  when  preaching  at  St.  Peter^s, 
ihi^  waa  met  on  eoming  out  l^  ^  number  of  men,  who  aaid  they  dealred  to  tell 
^tbst  they  had  never  ceased  to  prey  for  the  misaion  from  their  warm  attaehment 
t«  Xl  Buraa.  In  repeating  hia  warm  thanks  to  the  Assembly  and  to  the  many 
inadi  ia  the  Free  Church,  he  mnat  apeeialiy  mention  Hr.  Barbour,  whose  deep 
uuebaeat  to  the  miaaion  and  unwearied  efforta  on  ita  l>ehalf  were,  with  the  Divine 
itieuiag,  largely  conducive  to  ita  sucoeaa. 

Mz;  JlaUieson  concluded  by  aaking  the  prayen  of  the  brethren,  not  only  for  the 
vork  in  China,  but  for  the  great  home  mission  work  that  waa  before  them  in 
%lttd>  There  waa  not  a  town  or  a  district  in  England  where  it  waa  not  open  to 
tbeoi  to  cany  the  Qospel  had  they  but  the  men  and  the  means.  He  might  refer 
to  one  of  the  moat  recent  openings  which  they  were  endeavouring  to  occupy— that 
ru  Cuabridge.  They  had  had  a  congregaUon  there  for  about  nine  montha,  and 
90  the  prerioua  Sabiiath  Dr,  Dj^kea  had  preached  there  to  600  people,  of  whom 
sore  (faaa  100  were  gownamen*  He  had  on  that  occasion  diapenaed  the  communion 
^  the  first  lime  by  order  of  the  Presbytery  of  London. 

Principal  BAIKY,  in  moving  a  resolution  that  the  Assembly  rejoiced  to  renew, 
titroogliiu  representatives,  their  intercourse  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England, 
^  expiessing  the  interest  of  the  Free  Church  in  her  work,  said  he  gave  ezpreasion 
to  ibe  feeiiogs  that  would  be  present  in  their  minds,  that  the  Sagliah  Preabyterian 
Choreh  wu  a  Church  which  they  regarded  with  a  very  special  feeliog  of  complacency 
^  of  attaehment  They  took  a  very  lively  interest — he  believed  they  had,  perhaps, 
Boi  crineed  the  intereat  they  took — ^bnt  he  did  think  that,  sa  compared  with  any 
otber  Church  outaide  their  own  borders,  they  did  take  a  very  lively  interest  in  the 
*ork  of  that  Chnrch,  and  had  a  very  lively  feeling  of  the  issues  that  depended  upon 
fbeir  laeeesa  in  England.  They  were  interested  in  their  field  of  work— interested 
i&  Uie  work  among  their  own  countrymen  in  England ;  but  they  were  Interested 
iJio  sot  less  in  the  great  work  that  must  arise  where  the  labour  of  the  Christian 
Cbareb  wsa  expended,  and  the  efforta  of  the  Christian  warfare  were  put  forth  on  a 
peat  ommnnlty  like  the  community  of  the  English  nation.  And  while  they  felt  that 
i^«  f rest  issues  he  apoke  of  must  mainly  depend  just  upon  the  English  Christiana 
i,{  til  Ghorehea,  tha  forms  of  eeolesiaatical  and  Christian  life  that  exist  in  England 
--ihose  of  the  great  English  Church,  those  of  the  various  denominationa  which 
f^^'i  prsrideace  had  auffered  to  arise,  or  had  drawn  into  being  in  the  course  of  the 
^Bg  histaqf  of  Engliah  Chriatianity — they  did  alao  feel,  aa  believers  in  Preabyte- 
r^uxiiiB^  that  their  dear  brethren  there  hsd  something  to  say,  something  to  offer, 
*oae  work  to  do  which  England  ahonld  not  deapiae ;  and  they  were  well  assured 
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that,  amall  aa  that  Gharck  waa — and  thej  did  not  want  to  azaggerato  or  take  la 
absurd  riew  either  aa  to  what  they  could  do  or  of  what  tbej  could  aim  at^thej 
believed  and  knew  that  there  were  linea  of  work  and  linee  of  important  infloeDce, 
pro0pecl8  of  Talaable  succeaB,  open  to  that  Church,  from  its  apaeial  position  and  Hi 
special  BtrocLore,  which  were  not  open  in  the  same  way,  perbapa,  to  any  other  of  the 
denomlnationa  which  exist  in  England,  and  which  ahouid  not  be  neglected,  and 
which  it  fell  to  their  brethren  there  to  follow  up  and  bring  to  good  fruit  and 
account.  Happily  for  that  Church,  containing  though  it  doea  a  remarkable  ratietj 
of  tendency  and  faculty,  it  had  been  a  thoroughly  peaceful  and  harmonious  Tarietj, 
each  as  had  been  rery  serviceable  and  no  way  hurtful.  They  Hired  in  times  when 
bard  qncstions  arose  for  Churches,  sometimes  in  singularly  perplexing  ways,  and 
with  siugularly  perplexing  accidents  and  entanglements.  If,  in  God's  proiHdenM, 
such  questions  or  casea  should  ariae  for  their  brethren,  they  beliofod  that,  under  the 
^rcat  Head  of  the  Church,  they  would  deal  with  them  wisely  and  well ;  but  bis  ova 
feeling — and  he  belicTed  it  was,  their  own  feeling — waa,  that  it  waa  much  to  te 
prayed  for  and  aolicitously  to  be  desired  that  nothing  of  the  kind  should  take  place ; 
that  in  the  happy  line  of  work  in  which  Qod  had  graciously  placed  ^em  they 
might  go  forward  undisturbed  with  their  handa  too  full  of  happy,  hearty,  Ghristiu 
work  to  hare  even  room  or  time  for  anything  that  might  perplex  them  or  dia- 
couraze  them.     He  moved  as  follows : — 

"  The  General  Assembly  rejoice  to  renew  their  intereoorse,  through  its  Tepr^ 
sentatirea,  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  conneoted  wiUi  thia  ChDieh  b; 
so  many  ties.  They  hare  listened  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  addresses  of  the 
honoured  brethren  who  form  the  depatation.  They  take  tho  deepeat  interest  is  the 
peculiar  circumstances,  the  special  difficultleB,  and  the  special  eneonragemenis  whiefa 
their  Church  experiences  In  carrying  on  her  work.  They  hear  with  thankfolneaa  oF 
the  measure  of  progress  and  auccess  aa  well  aa  peace  and  comfort  which  the  Lort) 
has  been  pleased  to  grant  them  at  home,  and  they  specially  rejoice  in  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  Chinese  Mission.  They  pray  that  the  bleaaing  of  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church  may  more  and  more  fully  descend  on  the  English  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  on  every  department  of  ita  manifold  and  g^wlng  work.  They  reqneat 
the  Moderator  to  convey  to  the  deputation  their  oordial  thanks  and  aalntatloos." 

The  Earl  of  KINTOBE  seconded. 

This  motion  having  been  cordially  adopted,  the  MODERATOR  expressed  the 
great  interest  the  Assembly  had  taken  in  the  addreaaea  of  the  deputies,  and  wei- 
corned  them  for  their  own  sakes  and  also  of  the  Church  they  represented,  He  feU 
sure  the  statements  they  made  that  day  would  go  to  widen  and  deepen  the  interest 
they  felt  in  the  Church  they  represented.  They  rejoiced  in  the  progress  the  Ofaorefa 
Lad  made,  that  their  members  and  influence  were  inereaaing,  and  they  trusted  the 
nrogress  would  go  on.    (Applause.) 

FIKAHCK. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WOOD,  C.A.,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  for 
the  year  to  31st  March  last  (Appendix  XXX.) 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  WILSON,  the  recommendation  in  regard  to  the  appei&t- 
ment  of  a  joint-treasurer  waa  agreed  to. 

The  Aaaembly  then  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  the  eveniog. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Assembly  resumed  at  aeven  o'clock — Dr.  Thomaa  Mala,  Moderaltis 

FOBSOir  MIBSI0K8. 

Colonel  YOUNG  submitted  the  report  of  the  Foreign  Missions  OommiUee 
(Appendix  VIIL) 

Colonel  Young,  in  giving  in  the  report,  stated  that  a  cliaiige  had  taken  plsM 
in  its  structure.  Instead  of  a  long  appendix,  the  reporta  from  abroad  vers  worked 
into  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  report,  ao  that  the  missionarlea  speak  for  thcmselvea 
in  the  report,  and  which  they  do  in  a  hopeful  spirit.    As  to  finance,  we  begso  the 
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jMr*<ib  a  Mdt  of  £1800,  and  eloeed  with  a  surplus  of  £400.     It  will  not  do  for 

M  tp  tknv  Bp  OUT  eapt  and  speak  of  Increased  liberality,  for  the  result  is  owing- 

t*  luge  legades;  itili  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  general  giving  of  the 

Cbereb,  vbieh  is  eheering  and  hopefnl,  speaking,  we  tmst,  of  a  reTiTal  of  the 

oitsMosiy  ipirit  among  onr  people.     As  to  our  mission  staff,  there  has  not  been 

tBj  bieieh  during  the  jear  in  India.    In  two  eases  there  has  been  serious  illness, 

bfit  jeyibi  rseeYeiy  and  the  hope  of  lengthened  service  for  the  Master.     One  of  tiie 

oldeit  of  oar  Batiye  paators,  the  Rev.  P.  K.  Chatterjea,  has  been  taken  to  his  rest* 

la  Afties  then  has  been  loss.    This  morning  intelligence  was  received  of  the  death 

'■{  CiptaiB  Bennie  of  the  **  Hall  '*  steamer  on  Lake  Njassa — a  great  loss  indeed. 

la  ladiawe  have  fonr  great  mission  centres — of  which  Calcutta,  Madras,  Bombar, 

vere  preDisniption  stations;  with   Bombay  is  included  Poonah.    Kagpore  was 

'4aaded  hi  September  1848,  when  Dr.  Gordon  announced  in  the  Glasgow  Assembly 

lU  idhesioB  of  all  the  Indian  missionaries  to  the  Free  Church,  and  that,  further, 

i  hrjgt  warn  of  money  bad  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church  for  founding 

ft  Dew  ilation  at  Kagpore ;   so  mission  extension  began  at  once.    At  all  the- 

itKioiis  there  is  a  complete  establbhment  of  schools,  colleges,  and  native  congre- 

cBtiosa    Duriiig  the  year  there  has  not  been  any  falling  off,  either  in  studenta  or 

f«cL  The  Battve  Chriatiana  are  encouraged  to  prosecute  evangelistic  work  in  and 

iniod  alt  onr  stations.    The  liberality  of  the  native  Church  is  also  fostered.    The 

T«k  of  female  education  has  also  been  carried  on  vigorously  both  in  the  schools 

lad  aeoaaaa.     Before  leaving  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  missions,  it  may  be 

'ei!  to  mention  that  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Mitchell,  purposes' 

vifltlBg  hdia — of  conrse  unofficially — to  take  a  last  fond  look  of  the  field  of  his  life 

*crfc.   He  and  Mra.  Mitchell  will  be  welcomed  by  all  the  missionariea  and  their 

'elbv-Torkera,  aa  well  aa  by  the  large  number  of  educated  natives  who  know  and 

L«09Brthem. 

hi  Africa  there  has  been  mueh  activity.  The  Bev.  R.  Barbour,  who  has  been 
<n  •  Tiiit  Id  Loredale,  haa  described  in  a  graphic  manner,  in  lettera  which  have 
ippeiied  in  the  daily  papers  and  other  publications,  his  impressions  of  this  great 
Kwra—its  wonderful  activities  as  an  industrial  and  educational  mission,  as  well 
V  in  its  evangelialie  inflnenees.  In  Kanskei,  at  Blythswood,  the  work  is  growing ; 
^  Tngoes  have  eontributed  no  less  than  £i650  for  the  erection  of  their  institution, 
*Uch  will  be  a  bleaaing  to  their  country.  All  the  other  stations  are  prospering. 
LifiigBtoiiift  has  been  kept  in  peace,  owing  to  events  which  have  occurred  in  lis 
iflgkboerhood.  The  committee  have  republished,  at  the  end  of  the  report,  the  in- 
'tiaeUooa  originally  furnished  to  the  missionaries  when  they  went  out,  and  it  is- 
r^atiag  to  know  that  these  hare  been  adhered  to,  and  that,  through  God's  blessing, 
^e  rdaUona  with  the  aurroanding  tribes  have  been  satisfactory  and  peaceful.  At 
liHagaUiBia  there  ia  onuch  activity.  The  natives,  who  have  so  long  sat  in  gross 
^UrkiMas,  are  now  being  taught  a  life  worth  living.  The  miasion  is  likely  to  be  on 
'hi  permanent  highway  into  the  centre  of  Africa,  the  road  between  Nyaasa  and 
I'ikc  Tsagaoyika  baring  been  formed  so  easy,  that  ere  long  the  three  great  missions 
n  \iit  lake  country  will  be  able  to  communicate  with  each  other.  A  birdVeye  view 
^ aov been  given  of  our  mission  fields;  and  now  that  we  are  in  our  jubilee  year,, 
'^qaettion  Is,  What  is  our  Church  going  to  do  with  this  great  work  t  It  represents 
'^7  ynn  of  praying  and  working — ^it  is  worth  preserving  and  handing  on  to  the 
^cntioii  who  must  carry  it  on.  As  for  the  home  work,  so  far  the  foreign  spiritual 
'^vnil  is  needed — ^prayer  for  the  missionaries,  and  prayer  for  the  people  among* 
«Wm  they  labonr, — that  Christ  may  speedily  have  the  heathen  for  His  inheritance* 
1  hiTf  read  a  legend  that  despotic  rulers  are  wont,  when  their  subjects  are  trouble- 
*^*M,  to  devise  what  is  called  a  "Spirited  Foreign  Policy  "  (of  which,  of  course,  we 
h«v  Bothhig  In  onr  happy  land),  and  thus  find  in  war  a  way  of  employing  and  dis^ 
(^Bf  of  troobleaoiDe  people.  But  we  serve  a  King  who  has  a  different  kind  of  rnic 
H«  inviiei  Hia  eona  and  daughters — the  choicest  of  them — to  go  into  all  lands  with 
^  Uenings  Ha  purchased,  with  the  promise  that  the  more  they  scatter  abroad, 
'^  pester  will  be  the  wealth  and  prosperity  at  home ;  and  His  promise  ia 
^^tf  broken.  The  Chnreh  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  honourable  position 
Ood  ku  given  her  in  the  mission  army,  on  the  noble  band  of  missionaries  and 
^orkeiB  He  has  given  her,  and  for  having  been  permitted  to  do  one  short  year's 
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work  for  the  hutenUig  on  of  the  great  dsj,  when  our  King  ■hull  titfoj  His  on 
again. 

The  report  waa  approved  of  in  the  following  terms : —    . 

**•  The  Aesembly  unite  with  the  committee  in  gratiluda  to  Go4  that,  in  a  yeu  oC 
financial  difficolty  and  diatreaa^  the  income  for  the  Ghareh'a  miaaionaiy  work  abnad 
haa  increased.  But  belieTing  that  the  proportion  of  the  whole  which  la  coatribnted 
by  congregationa  la  hx  below  what  ia  reqoirod,  and  what  would  be  eauly  nesdwd  if 
oTery  member  and  adherent  were  obedient  to  the  great  commlBsion  of  the  Lord,  tke 
Assembly  renew  the  InatrQctiona  giren  hist  year,  aa  to  tho  viaitatloa  of  ooagregs- 
tions,  the  formation  of  associations,  and  more  aystematic  dealing  with  the  yoatli  of 
the  Church,  in  the  interest  of  foreign  miaalona.  The  Aaaembly  further  repeat  the 
resolution  of  the  meeting  of  Commission  held  in  KoTcmber  1879,  approving  of  tbe 
creation  of  a  Jubilee  Fund  to  aid  in  the  suatentation  of  the  native  paaton,  and  ia 
the  atrengthening  of  the  rural  missions.  The  Assembly  trust  that  all  the  coagregi- 
tions  of  the  Church  which  have  not  yet  taken  a  part  in  thia  work  of  thaDkigiriii& 
will  do  ao  in  the  conrae  of  thia  year  1880.  The  Asaembly  approve. of  the  ohsemaca 
of  the  last  Sabbath  of  Kfvember,  aa  usual,  as  a  day  of  intercession  for  Bussiooii 
with  preaching  on  the  aubjeot,  and  recommend  that  coagrtgatioaa  which  mij  not 
have  taken  part  in  the  Jubilee  Memorial,  make  a  collection  for  the  fond  en  tkt 
aolemn  occaaion. 

"  The  Assembly  greaUy  rejoice  in  the  meaaura  of  anooeaa  that  Qod  hu  beca 
pleased  to  vouehaafe  to  the  IsibourB  of  the  mlaslonariea  of  tlie  Church »  natire  tnd 
Scottiah,  in  India,  Africa,  Helaneaia»  and  Syrift-^-especially  in  Uio  addition  of  iU 
udalta  by  baptism  to  the  native  Church  in  these  fields.  The  Aaaembly  receive  wiih 
satisfaction  the  intelligence  of  the  rapid  extension  of  the  Church  in  the  SanUl 
country,  and  the  establiahment  of  two  new  stationa  there;  of  the  kindly  spirit  ol 
the  Nizam's  government  and  minister  towards  the  largo  and  increaaing  aaUTt 
Christian  community  around  Jalna;  of  the  extension  of  the  Kafir  Church  in  th« 
Cunningham  diatrict,  and  the  renewal  of  operations  in  Natal,  notwithatanding  vtr 
and  tumult ;  of  the  eager  desire  of  the  Fiogoea  for  Chriatian  inatmction  at  Bljlbs* 
wood ;  of  the  continued  progress  at  Lovedale ;  and  of  the  completion  of  the  Aneii- 
yumeae  Bible  for  the  southern  Christiana  of  the  New  Hebrides.  The  Assemblj 
pray  that  such  fruits  of  past  yeara  of  supplication  and  toil  may  be  gathered  ia  ;at 
more  and  more. 

"  In  accordance  with  former  delivecances,  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  resoln* 
tions  proposed  as  the  basis  of  a  further  development  of  the  Kadraa  United  Chzistiaa 
College,  and  authoriae  the  committee  to  conclude  a  seven  or  five  years'  arrange* 
ment  with  the  negotiating  church  and  society,  which  may  take  effect  from  tbe 
year  1881. 

"  The  General  Assembly  again  gratefully  acknowledge  the  loving-kindness  ol 
the  Lord  towarda  their  Lake  Njrassa  Hission.  They  heartily  approve  the  acUoB«f 
the  committee  in  renewing  those  inatructiona  regarding  tho  Chilat*like  attitade  of 
the  miasion  staff  to  the  nativea,  to  which,  amidat  circumatancea  of  nnnanal  difBculty, 
they  trace  much  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  which,  under  God,  have  marked  tbe 
five  years  of  its  history.  They  are  assured  that  both  the  Livingstonia  Sub-Conunittee 
and  the  Fordgn  Miasiona  Committee  will  see  that,  in  letter  and  spirit^  these  inBtre^ 
tions  are  carried  out,  or  are,  when  neeeasaiy,  zealoualy  adapted  to  tha  progress  of  tbs 
mission,  until  a  settled  and  wise  government  be  formed  by  lawful  Britiah  anthoritj. 
The  Assembly  expreaa  their  hearty  satiafaction  at  the  successful  miasionaiy  sod 
scientific  expedition  of  their  agents  Mr.  J.  Stewarti,  C.£.,  acreaa  the  ^oontry  betve«a 
the  Lakea  Nyaaaa  and  Tanganyika. 

"  The  Asaembly  record  their  gratification  at  the  expanaion  of  the  work  of  feiaale 
education  in  India  and  Africa,  through  tho  efforts  of  the  Ladiea'  Society,  and  an£v 
heartily  commend  the  aociety  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  congrogations  of  the 
Church. 

**  The  Assembly  instruct  the  committee  to  take  all  the  preliminary  steps  for 
which  it  craves  power  in  the  matter  of  the  Miaaionariea'  Widowa'  and  Orphan*' 
Fund,  but  to  report  for  final  aanotion  to  a  meeting  of  Commission  or  to  next 
General  Assembly. 

<'  The  Ab»cmbly  have  learned  witb  regret  the  removal  by  deatk  of  tke  Be^. 
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r.C.'ChfttUrJMorCliiiisonih,  the  oldest  ordained  convert  of  the  Bengal  Misaioo, 
ud  ef  CipCaia  Bennie,  tiie  master  of  the  *  Ilala  *  steamer.  They  rejoiee  that  these 
hiff  been  the  only  easoaltiea  dnting  the  year  in  the  staff  of  450  Christian  agenta 
t  4mI.  They  vsleome  the  retom  to  Scotland,  for  a  time,  of  the  Bct.  W.  C.  Fyfe, 
frm  B«gal ;  M esan.  J.  0.  Cooper,  from  Kagpore ;  T.  Keilaon,  from  Ipare ;  and 
of  J.  A  Bannie,  frsm  Kaflhvia;  and  they  pr^r  that  these  missionazy  brethren  may 
W  f peedily  natorsd  to  health.  WHh  the  committee,  they  commend  to  the  grace  of 
God  Dr.  IL  Mitefaell,  In  his  propoaed  missionary  tour  in  India  for  the  benefit  of 
edaeitcd  Batfre  society  there. 

"Aaally,  the  Oenerml  Assembly  rejoice  in  the  evidences  of  a  deepening  mission- 
vf  ipirii  smoag  the  aindents  and  probationers  of  the  Ckorch ;  and  in  this  memo- 
rsl  time  of  manifest  blessing,  they  earnestly  commend  the  foreign  missions  to  the 
Jtilr  piayMB,  intelligent  sympathy,  and  systematic  beneficence  of  the  Church." 

Dl  WILSON  uM.  he  woald  be  excused  for  interposing  to  read  a  letter  which 
^id  been  received,  and  was  of  great  interest,  in  connection  with  the  Foreign 
Mttttia  Oonmittee's  work :— '*  As  one  of  the  trustees  under  the  will  of  a  lady 
r^ceiUy  decaased,  long  resident  In  England,  and  ardently  attached  to  the  principles 
(f  the  frae  Chnreh  of  Scotland,  I  am  authorised  to  communicate  the  following 
•xtnet  from  the  said  will — 'Out  of  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate  I  give  the 
iilmng  forther  legacies — namely.  To  the  Moderator  for  the  time  being  of  the  Free 
Clmreb  ef  SeoiUmd,  for  the  farUierance  of  foreign  missionary  schemes,  the  sum  of 
iiooo— {spplause) ;  to  the  same  Moderator  for  the  use  of  the  mission  for  female 
doeadoB  in  the  Eai^  ctfried  on  by  the  same  Chnreh,  the  sum  of  £500 — (applause) ; 
t4  tbe  tnasarer  for  the  time  being  of  the  Original  Ragged  School  Society,  founded 
f  Dr.  Oathrla^  £1000— (l^v<^  applaose) ;   those  legaciea  to  be  paid  free  of  legacy 

Dr.  680B0B  SMITH,  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  said  that 
t'«  report  he  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  showed  that  the  results  both  at 
-neisdsbroad  had  been  an  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  that  their  mis- 
*  '<L%  both  spiritually  and  financially,  had  been  blessed  by  God,  and  increased  more 
^ciKore.  Dr.  Smith  pointed  out  that  in  1843>44  the  total  contributions  from 
^stditions  ef  this  Church  amoonted  to  £144,  while  the  church-door  collections 
iiooated  to  £4000.  Last  year,  aa  they  were  now  enabled  to  report,  the  glvings 
^'^a  aisoeiatlona  were  £18,170,  while  the  church-door  collections  were  about 
^l!iOO,  making  the  total  givings  from  congregations  very  nearly  £14,400.  The 
*'Mle  girings  of  this  Church  at  home  and  abroad  to  foreign  missions  amoonted  to 
^▼eiy  largest  figures  they  had  ever  reached — £56,000,  but,  including  the  Jewish, 
-"tttu&l,  sad  eontiBental  missions,  the  figure  was  raised  tq  £74,000.  He  mentioned 
■M^er  &et,  that  the  Governments  of  India  and  Africa,  by  means  of  their  g^rant-in- 
\A  iratem— almost  exactly  corresponding  to  the  slmilsr  system  recently  adopted 
^^'n^aring  the  laat  year  gave  for  the  support  of  the  Chnreh's  colleges  and  schools 
<^naiof£8567,  thus  making  them,  with  the  fees,  £7295 — entirely  self-support- 
•^  10  ftr  aa  the  native  agencies,  educational  mechanism,  and  the  whole  secular 
'«k  ef  these  InstHutions  were  concerned.     (Applaose.) 

Thereafter  Dr.  Smith  gave  aome  account  of  the  work  in  the  foreign  fields.  He 
'^'^t  it  waa  important  juat  at  the  present  time,  and  without  any  reference  to  the 
'''cittoa  vhieh  the  Assembly  lately  come  to — and,  on  the  contrary,  heartily  accept- 
•  that  decision — to  mention  a  Isct  very  much  bearing  on  their  missions,  which  it 
'^  have  been  well  to  have  brought  forward  on  that  occasion.  Lord  de  Grey, 
'i^ct  better  known  aa  the  Marqula  of  Bipon,  who  happened  to  be  Secretary  of  State 
'If  ladi^  jn  1866,  wrote  a  despatch  on  the  9th  March  censoring  a  Christian 
'^^''e^M^Qeneral  like  Lord  Lawrence,  and  censuring  him  justly,  for  not  sufiiciently 
itiodiag  to  the  providons  of  the  Education  Despatch  of  1864,  in  so  far  as  they  did 
J^tke  to  missions,  (Applause.)  His  Bzcellency  used  this  language,  and  by  his 
t^%  lo  that  we  may  test  his  career  as  viceroy.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the 
fffttiefmlMionariea  and  other  benevolent  persons  have  been  repeatedly  acknow- 
^^red,  sad  Her  Mijesty's  Government  would  greatly  regret  that  those  efforts  should 
^  I^Kpsrsged,  or  that  any  ground  should  be  afforded  for  supposing  thst  Government 
^'ittofteeia  ate  less  disposed  than  heretofore  to  afford  encouragement  to  such 
^Q&ble  sad  diainterested  exertions. 
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Rererring  to  the  maDagement  of  LivingBtonia,  Dr.  Smith  aaid  thai  in  a  Laadoa 
newspaper,  published  on  Thursday  night,  a  tttatement  had  been  made  regarding  the 
missionarieB  of  Central  Africa,  and  with  that^  with  all  respect  to  the  miaaionaricB  of 
the  EBtablished  Church,  he  thought  ho  waa  bound  to  deal.  The  Olobe  BewBpaper 
waB  not  a  great  authority,  but  he  thought  it  was  a  leas  authority  after  the  parsgnpii 
received  to-day.  The  writer  said  that  Blantyre  waa  the  birthplace  of  l^r,  Liviog. 
Btone — with  which  they  all  agreed.  But  they  added  that  Blantyre  waa  the  had* 
quartera  of  the  Free  Church  Foreign  MisBiona.  With  that  they  did  not  agree. 
(Laughter.)  He  attributed  thia  mistake  to  an  evident  miaanderstanding  of  vhii 
were  two  different  placea,  200  or  250  milea  apart,  and,  in  conelnaion,  referred  to 
what  had  been  said  in  Parliament  on  Thuiaday  night  in  referenoe  to  the  charges 
made  against  the  misBionariea  at  Blantyre. 

Dr.  LA1DLA.W,  Aberdeen,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said— 
TfaoBe  of  UB  who,  in  obedience  to  the  Assembly's  injunction  of  last  year,  preached 
misfiionary  sermons  in  the  month  of  December,  found  our  taak  made  eaByand 
delightful  by  the  fact  that,  coincident  with  the  jubilee  year  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land's Foreign  MiBsions,  there  was  laid  on  our  tables  at  that  time  the  eomplcttog 
▼olume  of  the  "  Life  of  Dr.  Duff."  Following  op  a  happy  suggestion  of  J>t.  Thenss 
Smith,  we  are  called  upon  in  this  year's  report  to  mark  the  event  by  the  raising  of 
a  **Dnff  Sustentation  Fund"  for  the  aid  of  oor  Indian  rural  missions.  Thia  fond 
remains  open  for  contributions  from  our  eongregations  till  the  end  of  the  preseat 
year. 

But,  Moderator,  we  should  signalise  this  "Fiftieth  Report  on  Foreign  Hiasioos" 
by  making  its  appear^ce  the  starting-point  of  an  effort  over  the  whole  CSiareb  to 
put  oor  permanent  congregational  contributions  upon  a  better  footing.  We  are  as 
yet  considerably  under  the  rate  of  a  halfpenny  per  week  from  each  cominunieaau 
Were  the  scale  raised  to  only  one  penny  per  week,  we  shoold  have  an  annual  sum 
of  about  £40,000  from  associations,  which  would  make  your  committee  independeot 
of  those  fluctuations  which  cripple  their  efforts.  Surely  this  is  but  a  rery  modett 
aim  after  all. 

The  report  brings  prominently  before  us  the  subject  of  native  Churehea  in  the 
mission  field — their  finance,  the  training  of  their  pastors,  their  forms  of  faith  and 
forms  of  goyemment.  Some  of  these  questions  are  comparatively  new  to  ua.  I  ass 
aware  that  they  must  be  handled  with  caution.  These  native  Churches  4i«  as  yet 
few  in  number,  they  lean  for  the  most  part  very  closely  on  the  moral  support  of  oor 
European  agents  and  agencies;  but  if  we  are  to  develop  a  living  Gbriatianity  in 
them,  with  force  enough  to  shape  its  own  forms,  we  must  not  continue  to  bind  them 
hand  and  foot  to  the  regulations  and  requirementa  of  the  Church  at  home.  The 
question  of  a  formula  for  these  native  Churches  is  at  present  under  considerfttion  of  a 
sob-committee  of  your  number  in  concert  with  similar  committees  from  other 
Churches,  and  need  not  be  further  alluded  to.  Some  greater  flexibility  is  needed 
also  in  our  system  as  to  ordination  of  agents.  It  has  long  seemed  to  some  of  es 
that  we  were  hampered  even  in  the  employment  of  willing  workers  from  among 
oureelveB — e.g.,  as  medical  missionaries — by  the  rigid  rales  in  foree  aa  to  the 
requirementa  for  ordination.  Still  more  glaringly  defective  does  it  appear  when  it 
is  found  that  the  native  agents  of  native  Churches  in  oor  foreign  field  cannot  beeeme 
ordained  pastors  till  they  have  served  a  curriculum  and  undergone  llteraiy  and 
theological  examinations  similar  to  those  which  we  Tery  properly  enforee  in  ear 
own  country.  Some  elasticity  of  moTement  in  these  departments  is  plainly  calicd 
for,  and  the  Scriptural  principle  on  which  that  morement  ought  to  proceed  is  aa 
plain.  It  waa  the  first  edict  of  the  first  Christian  AsBombly  which  declared  that 
certain  practices  and  observancea  of  the  home  Churehea  of  Jemsalem  and  Jodea 
were  not  needful  for  the  foreign  Christians  and  the  miasionary  Churehea,  and  were, 
therefore,  not  to  be  held  aa  binding  upon  them.     (Applause.) 

There  is  no  fear  that  too  little  atress  will  ever  eome  to  be  laid  open  the  edocn- 
tive  element  in  the  foreign  miaaions  of  our  Church.  The  reproaeh  we  have  to  bear 
is  that  there  is  too  much  of  it.  I  shall  not  enter  now  on  that  vexed  question.  B«t 
I  have  never  had  any  doubt  aa  to  the  correctness  of  the  principle  on  which  the  edn- 
cational  policy  of  our  Indian  Mission  haa  proceeded.  It  ia  juat  that  Christian 
missionaries  must  lay  hold  of  the  strongest  and  readiest  available  lever  to  lift  the 
nations  among  whom  they  are  planted  into  the  light  of  the  gospel.    When  they  fsH 
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b  vMfc  nodviliaed  tribes,  we  lee  that  they  mast  me  as  their  lever  the  civiliaiDg, 

fctjoanUis;  trU  tod  cnitomR  of  more  favoared  lands,  and  thus  we  find  brethren  and 

*tihtn  (torn  the  mission  field  present  with  us  to-night  who  have  made  the  axe,  and 

uii  asw,  sod  (he  tiowel  handmaida  and  helpers  to  the  gospel.    When  India  came 

«n<ler  tbe  power  of  European  enltare,  her  cry  was — "  Oire  ns  an  Bnglish  and 

Westers  edseaUon.**    The  sanetified  genius  of  Dr.  Alexander  Doff  saw  the  opportu- 

s.tj,  sad  hs  said  to  the  Chnrohes,  **  Let  us  educate,  let  us  use  the  educational 

elesMat  as  a  handmaid  to  the  erangelistio,  and  plant  the  missionary  In  the  heart  of 

(be  iBdiaaedoeational  system."  Yet  while  we  justify,  we  must  not  "exult"  or  boast 

w  pUa  ss  if  it  were  the  only,  or  the  exclusive  one.    Indeed  it  cannot,  and  it  ought 

Mi  10  slaad  alone.    And  this  reminds  us  of  the  necessity  for  a  close  co-operation 

tmang  Christian  Churches  in  the  mission  field  and  for  a  division  of  labour.    We 

4ktU  aerer  overtake  the  work  until  we  can  proceed  somewhat  In  this  way :  let  us 

ttk.  tt  btt  been  done  in  the  caae  of  tiie  Madras  Christian  College,  that  other 

Cooiekes  shall  aid  our  Chnreh  to  make  ours  the  best  training  college  or  educational 

aptttste,  and  then,  let  na  join  with  other  Churches  in  striving  to  make  tbeira  the 

■«8t  iseesssftil  numl  missions,  or  the  most  efllcient  evangelising  agency.    Each 

C^ireh  cannot  do  everything  in  missions;  on  that  line  we  only  hurtfully  rival  and 

mpoferish  one  another. 

Bot  meanwhile  we  must  stick  to  what  we  as  a  Church  have  taken  op.  We  have 
tuemptcd  gnat  things.  We  ooeopy  amid  the  great  educational  system  of  India  a 
my  dariag  position.  Tou,  Moderator,  have  already  reminded  ua  what  a  vantage 
;rooail  ve  occapy  In  Africa,  where  the  devoted  labours  of  Livingstone  have  opened 
>P  t«  Si  those  "swarming  tracts,"  those  "foreata  of  population,"  with  which  the 
ftui  «f  the  dark  eoniinent  is  filled — and  what  are  we  among  so  many  1  But  we 
diif  Bot  give  baek.  We  may  address  to  our  Churoh  the  noble  lines  quoted  by 
Priadpsl  Miller  In  one  of  his  most  recent  pleas — 

"Wilt  thou  do  the  deed  and  repent  iti    Thou  hadst  better  never  been  born. 
Wilt  thou  do  the  deed  and  exalt  iti    Then  thy  fame  shall  be  outworn : 
TboQ  shalt  do  the  deed  and  abide  it,  and  sit  on  thy  throne  on  high. 
And  look  on  to-day  and  to-morrow  aa  those  that  never  die.'* 

WchsTsdone  the  deed.  Oar  wisdom  Is  not  to  exalt  it,  and  still  less  to  repent  it, 
^  osiy  to  abide  it  now.  If  we  will  not,  the  solemn  warning— as  applicable  to 
Cbvickes  as  to  men — ^may  well  atrlke  fear  into  our  hearts,  '*  No  man  having  put  his 
iasd  to  the  plough,  and  looking  baek,  la  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Mr.  A  B.  INQLI8,  an  elder  of  the  Free  Chnreh  in  Calcutta,  president  of  the 
(^aaber  of  Commerce  there^  and  a  member  of  the  Bengal  Legislative  Council, 
*«eoQded  the  motion.  He  suggested  that  the  Chnreh  should  send  out  a  deputation 
to  Isdia  with  the  view  of  nosing  the  interest  of  Ithe  Church  in  the  foreign  mission 
ML  If  the  Assembly  would  allow  him,  he  would  say  that  such  men  as  Mr. 
Wbvte,  of  Bt.  George's,  Edinburgh— (applause) — should  be  appointed  to  visit  them. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  of  Kinmnndy,  here  staUd  that  he  would  withdraw  the  motion 
of  wUeh  he  had  given  notiee  with  reference  to  Syria,  as  during  the  day  he  had 
^  s  confetenee  with  the  officiala  of  the  committee,  and  they  had  agreed  to  action 
vM  vonld  be  aatiafaetory. 

Bev.  Mr.  FYFS.  a  pro-Disruption  missionary,  and  superintendent  of  the  Free 
Choreh  Mission  in  Bengal,  waa  introduced  by  Dr.  George  Smith.  Mr.  Fyfe  gave  an 
nrtMcstiag  aeeonnt  of  the  manneia  and  customs  of  the  Santsls.  The  character  of 
tkefiiAtab,  generally  speaking,  is  simple  and  npright  The  religion  of  the  Santala 
!i  1  kind  of  devil-worship,  with  which  is  combined  the  worship  of  ancestors. 

At  Psehambay  about  210  miles  N.W.  of  Calcutta,  we  have  a  mission  to  the 
^tttala  There  we  have  an  evangelhitic  mission  complete  In  its  three  forms  of 
pKsriifttg  in  the  remaonlar,  teaehing  vemaonlar  schools,  and  a  medical  missionary. 
I^orisf  the  nine  yean  Uiat  the  mission  haa  been  in  existence,  there  have  been 
^^rlj  200  peraona  baptiaed.  The  European  and  native  evangeliata  have  viaited 
«a4  piesehed  in  most  of  the  Santal  villages  within  a  radius  of  twenty  sAles  round 
PMhsBba.  We  have  now  In  connection  with  the  Santal  Mission  three  European 
^cats,  one  native  doctor,  ten  native  evangelists,  and  ten  Christian  teachers. 
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irsw  HXBBZDIS  ICIBfllOV. 

Mr.  THOMAS  NEILSON,  nOegloiiMT^  New  H«bridM— Modtnlon  iaHhm 
and  braihren,  what  is  the  mesi  interesliBg  day  tiwi  yoa  bavie  had  in  lUi 
Aaeembly  in  reeeai  yean?  -  If  I  ttiaUke  net  it  is  that  di^,  now  fear  yean  ago, 
when,  nnder  the  leadenhip  ef  my  belored  teaaher  aad*  friaad,  Ob  CMd,  ihn 
memben  ef  the  Synod  ol  the  Belbrmed  Pnebytoxiaa  Cboreh  took  their  plafoe  np«a 
the  Hoor  of  thia  Anemblyt  As  a  frait  of  that  aaioa  I  ataad  he**  la^iay,  and  tbe 
New  Hebrides  Pnsbytetian  MlasioB,  by  Tirtae  ni  that  aak>B»  iexBa  an  integnl 
pert  of  tbo  Foreign  Missions  of  thia  Free  Ohnroh*  The  aooa  of  the  CavaBaat  inii 
the  sons  of  the  Disruption  are  worthy  to  stand  sida  hf  side. 

Some  of  the  eongfegaftionsiof  what  was  till  lately  the  Befbfoied  PffeabjteiisQ 
Chareh  are  in  the  ooarse  of  balng  Yisited  to  iaduoe  them  to  take  part  In  all  Ue 
aehemea  of  this  Ghorcb.  At  one  of  these  visilation%  aftsr  hesring  tha  depatatiosi  a 
member  of  the  congregation,  who  did  not  seem  to  appro? e  of  the  anltiplicitj  of 
sehemesy  rose  and  said,  "  Ye  see,  we  aold  Csmeroalsas  are  grsn'  lada  for  m^dn'  a 
ahow ;  we're  no  juat  aae  gold  at  gan'  farrit"  I  aay,  Mr.  Modentor,  that  now  ve 
are  ready  to  go  forward  along  with  yoa  to  help  to  win  the  world  for  CShtiaib 

There  is  just  one  aobjeet  that  I  hare  time  to  glanoe  at  for  a  little  to-night,  and 
that  ia  the  chaneter  of  the  natire  converts.  Sren  good  people  seem  to  be  a  Utile 
sceptical  on  this  point,  and  say  to  me,  **  Now,  what  kind  of  Chziatisaa  do  tkej 
make,  after  all  3 "  Well,  th^  are  AOi  perfect  Christians,  and  it  cannot  b«  ejqieeled 
that  people  Jaat  emerging  oni  of  heathenism  and  itannihaliam  ahoold  be  as  iftt^ttgaat 
and  as  stable  aa  those  who  hare  been  brought  op  all  their  lives  in  a  OhiistlaB 
hemisphere.  Bat  I  Am  here,  air,  aiter  baring  observed  tham  and  labooxod  sksf 
with  them  for  thirteen  years,  to  bear  my  emphaUe  teatimony  thai  I  hava  aa  litUa 
doubt  of  tile  truth  and  reality  and  genuineness  of  their  Christianity  as  I  have  ol 
that  of  good  Christian  people  in  this  ooontry. 

Why,  air,  they  give  evidence  of  it.  Upon  six  of  our  islands  native  teachers,  as 
ploneen  of  Christianity,  have  soffered  martyrdom  at  the  hands  of  the  heathea. 
There  is  living  now  upon  the  island  of  Aneityum,  the  fint  In  our  map,  oonvertad 
to  Christianity;  an  exoellent  friend  of  mine,  one  of  the  high  ahiefa  of  tho  iaiand, 
and  an  elder  in  the  Church.  A  few  yean  ago  he  and  another  man  wv»  aotUed  aa 
ploneen  on  one  of  the  neighbouring  islands  that  waa  then  heathea,  bat  is  aor 
Christian.  The  inhabitants  rose  in  anger  sgainst  them,  one  of  them  was  killed, 
and  my  friend  had  his  arm  broken  by  Uie  blow  of  a  dnb^  and  haa  a  false  joint  at 
his  shoulder  in  consequeuoe. 

Now,  when  these  teachen  are  employed  upon  their  native  island,  and  smesg 
Christians,  they  receive  no  psy  from  the  misdon,  but  a  contribution  ia  made  for 
them  by  the  natives  whom  they  teach.  When  they  are  working  off  their  0¥& 
island,  and  among  heathen,  they  receive  £6  a-year  if  married,  and  M  a-ycsr  U 
unmarried.  I  throw  that  out  as  a  hint  to  Dr.  Wilson,  with  rsferenoe  to  the 
Sustentation  Fund,  which  is  nther  low  just  now,  to  reduce  tha  bachelon*  income  by 
a  third,  and  use  the  money  thus  gained  in  raising  the  general  fund. 

Mr.  Neiiaon  then  read  in  the  native  langusge,  and  translated  clause  by  daoae, 
two  interesting  letten  lately  received  by  him  from  a  native  teacher  and  his  wife, 
whom  he  had  left  in  charge  of  his  station. 

Proceeding,  Mr.  Neiiaon  said — There  is  something  exceedingly  inteicsting  in  a 
mission  such  as  ours,  when  you  can  see  the  kingdom  visibly  advandDg  mder  year 
eyes.  In  such  vast  continents  ss  Africs,  and  India,  and  China,  one  has  to  Ishosr 
very  much  in  faith,  seeing  little  often  of  the  progress  of  the  seed  Uiat  has  been 
sown,  believing  that  in  doe  time  the  leaven  will  pervade  the  lump.  On  the  islands 
of  the  Paeifio  we  see  the  Gospel  npidly  triumphing,  a  groi^  of  Island*,  viaited. 
attacked,  by  and  by  an  island  gsined,  then  spreading  from  isle  to  ialt,  nalil  the 
whole  group  is  won.  Like  the  light  of  the  morning,  tinging  the  mountain  tops, 
then  gmdttally  whUe  you  gaae  sprttding  lower  and  lower,  nntU  the  whole  laadseape 
is  bathed  in  the  blessed  light  of  the  sun.  I  have  been  privileged,  hlthtn  and 
brethren,  to  see  this  happy  progress,  in  the  few  yesn  that  I  have  been  in  the 
Pacific,  to  see  an  island  won  for  Christ,  to  see  the  Sun  of  lUghteoosnesB  gradsaUy 
but  surely  enlightening  four  othen,  to  see  a  good  footing  gained  in  serenl  merv- 
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Xaek  land  icBaimUi  jet  to  be  ponoued.  We  will  not  lay  aaide  oar  armoar  till 
the  gamp  if  giiaed. 

Mr.  JOHN  UiTGLIS,  minionary  from  Aneitjam,  Kew  Hebrides,  said— At  a. 
■JuJoQuytetiag  Ib  £xelev.licU  a&>  eminent  minieter  ia  reported  to  hare  said. 
Let  miMionaiiee  giTe  na  their  facta,  and  we  who  lire  at  home  will  draw  the  infer* 
oMetaad  make  the  applieatiiDA  for  onnelvea..'  Aecepting  thia  aa  good  advice,  I  ^all 
caefiee  mjmU  eatimly  to  a  atatcment  of  iaatfl.  Here,  tben^  ia  one  fret,  my  main  faet,  a 
eonplete  tianalatien  of  the  Bible  into  the  Aneityumeie  laogoage,  in  three  Tolamei, 
fiiited  firaaby  the-3riliah  and  Jfomigm> Bible  Society.  It  ia  the.laat  bomplete 
tmnhUen  of  the  Bible  that  has  been  printed..  A  year  ago  there  were  joai  liAyf 
KTia complete  tnmalationa  of  the.  Bible  in  all  the  langoagea  of  the  world;  ours 
mtkm  the  fiflywelghth.  Thia  ia  mj  firat  iaet  Hy  second  is  thi^  bat  it  ia  a  moch 
nalkr  mm  :  thia  volamo,  whioh  waa.  printed  for  <a  by  the  BeUgiona  Tract  Sedety  of 
LttuloB,  enafaint  a  teanalation  into  the  Aneityomeae  langDsge  of  the  fink  part  of  the 
FUpiBi^  Paagram  (ahsidged)»a«collectioafc  of  >gaatana  and  Kymns,- a.amaU  Pirat 
fttirhiM,and  the  Shorter  Gateehiam. 

Modoater,  these  avamy  iMta,  it  ia  for  the  membera  of  the  AaacmUy  to  draw 
iW  iaferaDcea,  and  make  the  application  for  themaelToa. 

ICi;  laglia  laid  the  Tolnmea  on  the  Gle^a' table. 

-WKLf  ABE  OF  THX  TOUTH  OF  TBE  CHX7ECS. 

Xl  ALSXAKDSR  WHTTB,  who  was  loudly  applauded,  anbmltted  the  report 
cf  ^OprnmHtee  on  the  Welfhre  of  the  Tooth  of  tiie  Charch  (Appendix  XXIX.). 

It  hyiag  the  iwport  on  the  table,  Mr.  Wbyte  briefly  recalled  the  history  of  this 
comittee,  which  sought  to  take  in  chaige  that  large  body  of  adherents,  yoang  per- 
Mubcyoad  the  dablmlh  Sehool  age — ^whieh,  perhaps,  was  aa  difficult  for  the  (%arch 
to  it7  bold  of  aa  any,  old  or  yonng,  committed  to  her  charge.  He  mentioned  that 
thh  wheflM  had  already  attracted  so-  much  attention  that  ministers  of  both  the 
EctibGahed  and  United  Presbyterian  Ohorohes  had  applied  to  hbn  for  papers  and 
RptrtscoBseeted  with  this  work,  becanse  they  had  heard  in  their  own  districts  of 
^  impression  that  waa  created  amoug  the  young  people  by  this  moTcment  He 
Mtspeatiie  fiut  that  instead  of  the  cities  outatripping  the  country  places,  the 
remie  vas  the  caae.  Tet  he  did  not  think  that  centres  like  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
vrald  hare  fidlen  ao  much  beneath  the  Intelligence  and  derotion  of  the  youth  of  the 
Charek  as  they  had  conspicuously  done.  It  waa  not  Hdinburgh  and  Qlaagow  and 
t^  great  towna  that  had  borne  away  the  prizes,  but  the  small  country  towns.  The 
pRsbytoy  of  Deer,  he  mentioned,  had  only  one  competitor  less  than  the  Presbytery 
cfEdkbugh;  Strathbogie,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  and  Orkney  also  stood  conspicuous: 
Ofattgregationa,  Maeduff  stood  at  the  head  of  the  list.  In  going  orer  the  results 
tf  the  fTsminationa  he  expressed  great  disappointment  that  so  few  had  come  up  for 
caainatlon  In  the  Shorter  Catechism.  He  announced  the  names  of  the  more 
nttxadtl  competitors,  and,  in  conclusion,  referred  with  regret  to  the  retirement  of 
tiie  Ser.  Simeon  Haephail,  whoee  scheme  this  really  was,  from  the  joint-oonTcner' 
>^»  on  account  of  his  call  to  Liverpool,  and  proposed  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Kinmundy. 
to  be  aiMeiated  with  him  in  the  joint-eonyenership. 

Hr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report.  He  said  it  was  no 
^abt  tme,  as  Mr.  Whyte  had  stated,  that  only  the  most  enterprising  of  the  youth 
cuae  fimid,  bnt  it  waa  also  true  that  the  scheme  tended  to  infuse  a  spirit  of 
"t^opiin.  It  alao  atimnlated  the  ministers  themseWea  and  othera  engaged  in 
Bibkhchss  trathing  He  thought  Presbyteries  should  more  largely  supplement 
f^ttboae  by  local  eflforta,  so  that  there  might  be  both  catholicity  and  Presbyterian* 
in  eoBibmed  In  the  working  of  it.  7rom  the  report  it  appeared  that  some  desired 
fftbrethe  Sabbath  achoola  attaohed  to  the  scheme;  and  although  thia  might  be 
^?oiiible  in  the  falleat  sense,  yet  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  try  a  junior  diTision, 
tad  fifiae  the  exandnaUons  into  elementary,  secondary,  and  higher,  limited  to  the 
H<i  ef  fifteen  or  aixteen,  twenty  or  twenty-one,  ami  twenty-fire  or  twenty-six 
ittpcdiTely,  laatead  of  only  two  dlrisiona  aa  at  preaenk 

Mr.  BaUk  remarked.  In  condnalon,  that  wlmterer  difierenees  of  opinion  there 
aigbi  he  RganUsg  some  matteia  cooneeted  with  Bible  study,  there  waa  one  matter 
oavliMhhe  waa  warn  they  were  agreed^  viz.,  that  there  were  no  meaaa  more  safe 
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and  sure  and  saiiBfactory  for  preserving  their  Charch  from  all  erroneous  ▼iein  ud 
foi  promotiDg  Boundnesfl  in  the  faith  than  the  infuaion  into  the  minda  of  the  yoaUi 
of  the  Chorch,  and  saturating  them  with  an  intelligent  acquaintance  with  the  eoa- 
tents  of  the  Bible  itself,  which  it  was  the  end  and  aim  of  this  oommiktee  to  fbeter 
and  extend. 

Principal  BAIKY  said  that  those  who  had  started  this  scheme  and  earned  it  on 
had  given  to  the  Church  one  of  the  most  sabstantial  benefits  thej  had  experiesoed 
of  recent  years. 

Professor  BLAIKIE  expressed  regret  at  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Uacphsilu 
joint-convener  of  the  committee.  He  had  known  him  long  and  In  Tarions  spheres 
of  labour,  and  he  could  say  confidently  that  there  were  few  of  their  miniaten  who 
were  so  willing  to  endure  hardship,  or  who  had  worked  so  much,  not  only  in  commoa 
ways  bat  uncommon  ways,  for  the  interests  of  his  own  people  and  the  commaaiiy  ai 
large.  In  relation  to  the  Shorter  Catechism,  he  stated  that  while  in  the  discfairge 
of  ministerial  duty  the  subject  which  yielded  him  most  abundant  aaUalaetion  in  tii« 
conduct  of  Bible-classes  was  the  Shorter  Catechism.  In  his  book  on  "  Homiletial 
and  Pastoral  Theology  "  he  had  inserted  an  appendix  on  this  very  snlyect. 

The  report  was  approved  of  in  the  following  terms  :— 

"  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanka  to  the  cominit- 
tee,  and  especially  to  the  joint-conveners,  corresponding  members,  and  examiners. 
They  learn  with  much  satisfaetion  that  the  committce'a  scheme  for  last  year  hu 
been  received  with  increased  favour  by  the  Church,  and  that  a  large  amoo&t  of 
intelligent  and  devoted  work  haa  been  the  result  of  the  winter's  stndiei.  B^ 
appoint  the  committee,  approve  of  the  scheme  for  the  coming  year,  and  aothoriie 
the  committee  to  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Chnreh  for  fonds  for  the  prises;  tb« 
Assembly  paying  expense  of  printing,  postage,  &e. 

•<  The  Assembly  desire  to  express  their  regret  that  the  committee  will  now  lose 
the  services  of  one  of  the  conveners — ^the  Rev.  S.  R.  Maephail — ^by  his  removal  to 
Liverpool.  They  record  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Maephail  for  the  ability  and  devotion 
which  he  has  manifested  during  the  laat  two  years  in  this  branch  of  the  Chareh'i 
work,  and  they  wish  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  follow  him  in  hia  new  sphere  of 
labour. 

"  The  Assembly  appoint  William  Ferguson,  Esq.  of  Kinmnndy,  to  be  joint-eon- 
rener  with  Rev.  Alexander  Whytc." 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  gave  notice  that  he  wonld^  propose  for  the  Chair  of 
Evangelistic  Theology  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Fleming  Stevenson. 

IXDIAS  FBB8B7TKBIAK  ALLUKCI. 

The  Assembly  took  up  an  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Madras  ansnt  tlie 
Indian  Presbyterian  Alliance.  The  object  of  the  overture  was  to  give  greater 
independence  to  the  Indian  Churches  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  their  own  sfliin. 

Dr.  WILSON  proposed  that  the  overture  should  be  referred  to  the  Foreign 
Missions  Committee  to  consider  and  to  report  to  next  Assembly,  bccanae  the  anb- 
ject  involved  many  difficult  and  delicate  questions. 

This  waa  agreed  to. 

VHB  OPIUM  TBAHia 

Three  overtures  were  sent  np  to  the  General  Assembly  on  this  sntrjeei  fiom  the 
Presbyteries  of  Ayr,  Dumbarton,  and  Dundee.  The  overture  from  the  first-nsmed 
Presbytery  wss  in  these  terms  : — **  That  whereaa  the  use  of  opium  in  China  tnd 
the  production  of  it  in  India  are  together  working  grievous  harm ;  whereas,  foriber, 
this  nation  is  culpably  involved  in  the  production  and  enforcement  of  the  drag; 
the  General  Assembly  take  such  steps  as  they  think  fit  for  hastening  the  tenains' 
tion  of  the  traffic." 

Mr.  J.  M.  MILLAR,  Glasgow,  said  opium  waa  one  of  the  poisons  not  ssleable, 
except  by  licenoe.  It  was  sent  into  China  only  by  the  Government  of  thia  eooatrr 
from  India,  where  it  waa  cultivated,  and  the  traffic  waa  a  very  loeiative  one^  He 
held  that  we,  and  we  alone,  were  responsible  for  the  act  of  the  Governments  The 
Chinese  repudiated  the  traffio ;  they  did  not  want  it,  but  it  was  forced  npon  then, 
and  eanaed  two  wan  between  China  and  this  country ;  and  it  was  auxely  the  dsty  oi 
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\h^  people  of  Ibis  eoontry  to  bring  that  traffic  to  a  eloie,  and  tbcj  Bhoold  petition 
I  irliaDcflt  aecordloglj.  Bj  doing  so,  thej  would  at  least  exonerate  themselres  m 
itt  matter. 

Mr.  M'UICKING  (elder),  Helensburgh,  seconded,  and  said  the  Chinese  Govern- 
Befit  bad  dose  vhat  thej  could  to  discourage  the  traffic  because  it  was  demoralis- 
It;,  nd  pfajiically  injuring  the  people ;  and  the  Chinese  Goremment  made  a  re- 
^TfMDtotieB  to  the  English  Goyemment  to  be  allowed  to  laj  on  heavy  duties,  but 
ih«  IfidiiD  GoTemment  would  not  accede  to  that  request,  and  refused  to  ratify  any 
Ag^ment  to  that  effect. 

Priseipal  RAINY  pointed  out  that  the  financial  difficulty  inrolved  in  this 
C3»U0B  parti) sed  everybody.  So  much  the  greater  was  the  evil,  however,  and  the 
4ine  of  it.  (Mr.  M'Hicking — Six  million?.)  Although  particular  statements 
aigbt  be  made  as  to  the  precise  way  in  which  we  were  responsible,  and  though 
tke  preetae  character  of  some  particular,  acts  were  exaggerated,  there  was  no  doubt 
a  ill  that  we  forced  opium  upon  the  Chinese,  and  it  was  a  very  inhuman  and  wicked 
•uBjp  t«  dm  He  felt  we  wonld  be  punished  some  day  for  that  thing,  and  that  as 
C\ri!tian  sen  they  shoald*  make  a  protest  against  it.  He  proposed  the  appoint- 
atst  of  a  amall  committee  to  consider  how  opinion  in  the  Church  might  be  ripened 
t3  tbe  sobjeet  and  made  effective. 

Tbe  iaaeinbly  accordingly  remitted  these  overtures  to  a  committee,  to  bring  up 
k  T*p«{t  on  the  subject  to  a  fntnre  diet  of  this  Assembly. 

TVe  eommittee  to  consist  of  Dr.  Blaikie,  Professor  Lindsay,  Mr.  William  Bain, 
%T.  ^tdtay,  Mr.  J.  R.  Hellis,  and  Mr.  Macfarlane ;  Dr.  Blaikie,  convener. 


TBB  FAMiin  nr  abkxhia. 

Aoorertore  was  read  from  some' members  of  the  House,  asking  the  Assembly, 
u  ii  vsi  desirable  that  the  sympathy  of  the  Church  should  be  shown  to  the  poor 
•«5«rtn  hi  Armenia,  Kurdistan,  and  Persia,  to  take  measures  to  aid  in  giving 

Hr.  EASTOK,  an  Armenian  missionary,  said  the  people  of  this  country  had  no 
'^i  of  the  extent  of  the  famine  and  the  ravages  it  was  making.  This  country,  ho 
n^jflghl,  ought  to  do  something  for  the  Armenians,  for  it  was  the  intrigues  of  the 
Britiih  and  Bossian  Governments  which  had  made  the  condition  of  those  people 
*«K  tlias  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

Tbe  following  deliverance  was  agreed  to : — 

"Tbe  Aasembly  having  heard  the  statements  of  the  Rev.  P.  Z.  Easton  of  Tabreez, 
^''S^iii^  the  sad  famine  prevailing  in  Armenia,  Koordistan,  and  Persia,  heartily 
eouBod  the  matter  to  the  liberality  of  the  Church— douationA  to  the  fund  to  be 
Kit  tbroogh  the  General  CommitUe  in  Edinburgh;  Mr.  J.  B.  Gillies,  81  SL  Andrew 
J  i-ire,  treasurer. 


THE  OOirOBEOATIOir  OV  ABDVAUUBOHAIT. 

^  tfr.  STUART  GRAY,  of  Gray  and  Kinfaons,  reported  the  resalt  of  the  efforts 
«■  tbe  eommitiee  in  raising  sabeeriptions  to  help  the  poor  congregation  at  Ardoa- 
Kaiehao.  The  sum  of  £645  had  been  raised  for  this  purpose.  The  committee  was 
(uiiased  in  order  to  try  to  redaco  the  debt  sUU  further. 


OBIOIKAL  SXCESSIOK  RBCOBDS. 

A  qosstion,  it  appears,  has  arisen  as  to  the  custody  of  certain  Original  Secession 
^Mia.  These  are  at  present  in  the  custody  of  the  Free  Church,  but  the  repre* 
tnUtivos  of  the  Original  decoders  claim  them. 

I^.  WILSON  stated  that  the  documents  were  handed  over  to  this  Church  for 
^^'^J  ^  private  parties,  but  if  the  Original  Secession  Synod  insisted  in  getting 
P*M«ioa  of  them,  he  proposed  that  they  should  be  returned  to  the  parties  who 
^te  theft. 

Priaeipal  RAINY  and  others  concurred  in  this  view,  and  a  deliverance  was 
fined  scoordingly. 

S 


27^  DIVINITY  DIBGRBSS,  Sia 

DIVIHITT  DXOIUBIB. 

The  Presbytery  o\  Aberdeen  overtured  the  Assembly  to  approach  the  Goren- 
ment  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a  charter  conferring  on  the  eoUegea  of  the  Fm 
and  United  Presbyterian  Churches  the  power  of  granting  degrees  in  divinity. 

Principal  RAIKT  did  not  know  that  it  wonld  be  wise  to  commit  the  AnemMr 
to  anything  on  this  matter.  He  conld  conceire  men  differing  as  to  whether  thii 
would  be  desirable. 

Professor  LIKDBAT  said  he  had  attended  that  CTcning  for  tha  exprosa  pupoaa 
of  opposing  the  oTertnre.     (Laughter.) 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  overture  should  be  departed  from. 

The  Assembly  a^onmed  at  a  qnarter-paat  eleren,  to  meet  again  next  day  at  ten. 


SATURDAY,  KAY  29,  1880. 

The  Assembly  resumed  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock  —  Dr.  Thomas  Mais, 
Moderator. 

ILBOnOV  OV  PB07BB0B  OF  KVAHaiLIBnO  THKOLOOT. 

Dr.  BEITH  gare  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Election  of  ProfeMors, 
which  stated  that  returns  had  been  received  from  60  Presbyteries  and  13  Sjnoda 
Eleven  names  had  been  proposed,  viz. : — 

(1.)  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  by  48  Preabyieries  and  12  Synods.     • 

(2.)  Mr.  Fleming  Stevenson,  Dublin,  by  26  Presbyteries  and  9  Synods. 

(8.)  Mr.  Wilson,  Barclay  Church,  Edinburgh,  by  26  Presbyteries  and  8  Synods. 

(4.)  Mr.  Miller,  Madras,  by  16  Presbyteries  and  4  Synods. 

(5.)  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  by^5  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

(6.)  Mr.  Smith  of  Corsock,  by  8  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods, 

(7.)  Dr.  John  Robson,  Aberdeen,  by  8  Presbyteries  and  1  Synod. 

<8.)  Dr.  Goold,  by  2  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

(9.)  Dr.  Stewart  of  Lovedale,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 
tlO.)  Mr.  James  Johnston,  Glasgow,  by  1  Presbytery. 
(11.)  Mr.  Gardner,  late  of  Poona,  by  1  Presbytery. 

Mr.  Wilson,  by  letter  to  the  convener  of  1st  April,  desired  that  he  ahonld  not  be 
nominated  to  the  vacant  chair. 

It  was  then  intimated  that  the  following  gentlemen  had  withdrawn  their  names  : 
— Mr.  Fleming  Stevenson,  Dr.  Robson,  Mr.  James  Johnstone,  and  Dr.  Goold. 

Mr.  DAYID  MACLAGAN  (elder)  said  he  had  tried  to  look  at  this  question  in 
the  interests  of  the  Church  and  of  the  Colleges,  and  he  had  not  been  able  t> 
persuade  himself  that  they  were  in  a  position  that  day  to  proceed  to  fill  up  the 
vacancy  in  the  Chair  of  Evangelistic  Theology.  Having  that  oplnion,*he  had  taken 
no  active  steps  whatever  to  ascertain  the  state  of  opinion  in  the  General  Assembly ; 
but  after  he  had  given  notice  of  his  motion  he  had  had  communications  made  u> 
him  by  a  very  considerable^  number  of  men,  whose  opinions  had  great  weight  witb 
him,  and  would  have  weight  with  the  Church,  saying  that  in  that  proposal  of  his  h^ 
had  exactly  anticipated  the  feeUng  they  would  have  expressed,  although  they  ba^i 
not  seen  their  way  to  take  any  acUre  steps  for  its  realisation.  The  histoiy  of  the 
chair,  he  proceeded  to  say,  waa  a  very  short  one.  It  was  established,  as  they  al! 
knew,  by  the  liberality  of  one  or  two  friends.  Dr.  Duff's  name  waa  naturally  pa< 
forward  as  the  first  holder  of  the  chair,  and  with  the  confidence  the  Church  reposed 
in  him  there  was  no  attempt  to  define  in  his  case  the  work  connected  with  the  office 
Dr.  DaflTs  health  failing  in  1877#  arrangements  were  made  for  carrying  on  the  cb&ir; 
Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  of  the  Barclay 
Church,  in  turn  conducted  the  class,  and  again,  last  session,  with  the  assistance  o 
Mr.  Fleming  Stevenson,  of  Dublin,  whose  lectures  gave  such  intense  saUsCsction  U 
the  students  and  others  who  heard  them.  (Applause.)  In  1878  several  OTertor«i 
were  received  by  the  Assembly  praying  that  the  chair  should  be  changed  into  i 
lectureship,  and  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Assembly  decided  in  favour  ol 
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Uat  eoone.    They  eommanieated  wlili  the  bene&cton  of  the  chair,  and  the  answer 

tia  that  thej  beliered  the  ides  originally  nndoabtedly  was  a  professorship  on  the 

WM  footiag  ts  the  other  professorships,  yet  at  the  same  time  they  had  no  wish 

ondalj  to  hamper  the  discretion  of  the  Church,  and.  they  would  be  quite  willing  to 

lUow  the  appointments  to  be  made  for  fire  years,  but  not  for  a  shorter  period. 

One  of  the  overtares  to  the  present  Qeneral  Assembly,  that  from  the  Presbytery  of 

£dinbargh,  mored  by  Principal  Bainy,  stated  "it  was  of  great  importance  that  the 

sabjeci-matter  of  teaching  to  be  imparted  should  be  carefully  considered  with  a 

rkv  to  the  class  being  inade  as  useful  and  as  attractive  as  possible."    Snrely  the 

latanl  and  the  reasonable  course  for  them  to  adopt  would  be  to  know,  first,  what 

t\t  eiiur  vas  to  be  about  before  they  appointed  a  man  to  occupy  it.    (Hear,  hear.) 

T^ty  were  about  to  proceed  to  appoint  a  Professor  in  Erangelistic  Theology  at  large, 

lad  the  College  Committee  were  to  tell  him  what  he  was  to  teach,  and  what  it  was 

ill  iheet.    The  term  "  Chair  of  Erangelistic  Theology  "  was  extremely  elastic,  and 

t^ere  vas  a  great  rariety  of  opinion  as  to  what  this  chair  was  really  established  to 

ix  Some  friends  thought  lliat  it  contemplated   merely  a  history  of  missions; 

ctbea  a  history  of  the  religions  of  the  world,  and  a  comparison  of  them — a  subject 

«f  great  delicacy,  especially  in  these  days,  and  requiring  a  mind  very  fully  qualified 

;o  do  it  properly.    There  was  still  a  third  idea,  that  of  himself  and  many  friends, 

'•btUie  great  purpose  of  the  chair  was^  first,  the  awakening  and  fostering  of  a  mis* 

>  »ai7  spirit ;  seoond,  the  discussion,  by  men  of  experience  in  the  home  and  foreign 

Wi^tfthe  best  modes  of  eyangelising  the  masses  sunk  in  heathenism  here  or 

iW;  and  generally  the  addition  to  Uie  underbuilding  of  a  complete  theologrical 

^^ais^  of  pracUoal  lessons  from  men  whose  success  and  spiritual  ferrour  had 

t>ea  exhibited  in  their  own  spheres  of  labour.    His  contention  was  that  a  great  deal 

V3£ij  depend  upon  the  riew  taken  by  the  College  Committee  to  whom  the  General 

l^flenUj  yesterday  remitted  the  orertures  on  the  chair,  as  to  how  the  chair  should 

^  endacted.    No  donbt  the  subject  of  this  vacancy  was  sent  down  by  the  Commit- 

^  « the  Election  of  Professors  in  order  that,  if  the  General  Assembly  saw  Its  way 

^  ippoint  a  professor,  they  might  haye  names  before  their  view.     Well,  in  the 

^^  joat  read,  there  had  been  eleren  names  sent  in  by  Presbyteries.    It  was  not 

&  rerj  satiafiKtory  kind  of  recommendation,  he  took  leave  to  say  in  passing,  by 

'"icfa  a  Presbytery  of  seven  members  and  another  of  seyenty  were  counted  alike. 

Htv,  hetr.)    When  thinking  over  the  matter  he  considered  there  were  two  con- 

>i-ifizations  to  be  kept  in  view.    These  Presbyteries  in  recommending  a  man  did  not 

^vhat  the  teaching  of  the  chair  was  to  be.    {**  Cries  of  "  Ko,  no,"  and  "  Ques- 

';|^0   Well,  he  could  only  say  that  the  matter  was  to  be  reported  upon  by  the 

C^Uc^e  Committee,  and  unless  these  gentlemen  who  cried  '*  No  "  knew  the  mind  of 

t^  College  Committee,  the  object  of  the  chair  was  not  decided  upon  yet    For  it  is 

\vk  Ilia  to  argue  that  the  Presbyteries  ever  considered  this  point  when  the  mere 

iwlotioa  to  erect  such  a  chair  passed  the  Barrier  Act. 

i)c  t.  A.  G.  BALFOUB  (elder)— We  know  very  well  the  general  nature  of  the 

cbir. 

^  Mr.  KACLAGAN— That  is  just  what  I  do  not  admit,  but  I  go  on  to  say  that  twe 
«-  the  noamees  who  had  the  largest  amount  of  support,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Barcla} 
Citcith,  and  Hr.  Fleming  Stevenson,  have  withdrawn,  whUe  four  other  names  have 
^^7  been  withdrawn  out  of  the  eleven.  If  that  went  on  rapidly  enough  the  elec- 
tioa  vQold  not.  be  pome  to  by  the  choice  of  the  Assembly,  but  by  a  process  of 
^nation.  He  therefore  suggested  that  they  should  delay,  so  that  there  might  be 
aoie  time  both  for  the  Church  and  these  excellent  men  who  had  withdrawn  their 
^aes  to  consider  the  matter.  He  had  also  authority  to  state  that  Mr.  Martin,  of 
^KhendeBaan,  sod  Mr.  Hugh  Matheson,  two  of  the  noble  men  who  endowed  the 
^^^  had  stated  to  him  that  they  regarded  delay  as  most  reasonable.  Mr.  Maclagan 
^^"■^oded  by  urging  dehiy  in  the  interests  of  the  Colleges  and  of  the  Church,  and 
^B^:— ^That  it  is  not  expedient  in  existing  circumstances  to  proceed  before  next 
?^  W  ths  appointment  of  a  professor ;  and  that  the  General  Assembly  hereby 
^^'^aA  Qm  CoUege  Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  Evangelistic  Theologi- 
m  Chrft  f|g  mux  session,  similar  to  those  under  which  the  duties  of  the  chair  have 
^'■Jljyd  daring  recent  years." 

Dr.  WnSOK,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  it  appeared  to  him  a  wise  and  safe 
^^VKferthelsiombly  to  adopt  the  motion  for  delay.    There  were  uncertainties 
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in  regard  to  what  the  profeBsor  in  the  chair  was  to  teach,  and  a  difficoUj  aocordiDgTj 
arose  aa  to  vho  would  be  the  beat  man  fitted  for  the  position. 

Dr.  DEGO  mared — **That  the  Aaaembly  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Erangeliatie  Theology."  He  considered,  in  regard  to  some  of  the  obje^ 
lions  made,  that  that  chair  waa  established  under  the  Barrier  Act,  and  U  was  to  be 
presumed  that  the  Assembly  in  establishing  it  had  some  idea  of  what  they  vere 
doing.  It  was  rather  too  late  to  declare  that  there  was  some  dubiety  in  regard  to 
what  this  chair  was  intended  to  accomplish.  He  also  thought  it  waa  too  late  to  refer  to 
the  indiridual  opinions  of  indiridual  donors  when  the  committee  had  conferred  by 
letter  with  the  donors  aa  a  body ;  and,  aa  the  result  of  that  communication,  resolred, 
as  that  Assembly  had  resolved,  that  the  chair  should  be  continued,  and  shoald  noi 
be  converted  into  a  lectureship.  As  to  the  orertore  sent  up  by  the  Prcsbyterj  of 
Edinburgh,  he  felt  sure  that  if  Dr.  Rainy,  who  proposed  it,  or  the  Presbytery  itse^ 
had  the  intention  of  having  the  appointment  delayed,  the  overture,  instead  of  bein^ 
passed  nnanimonsly,  would  have  been  resisted  to  the  uttermost.  He  had  alio  to 
point  out,  that  while  a  shower  of  overtures  had  been  sent  in  formerly  in  eonneetioQ 
with  the  proposed  appointment,  not  a  single  one  came  in  this  year  against  proceed- 
ing with  it.  Aa  to  the  objection  In  regard  to  the  indefinite  object  of  the  chair,  be 
h^  only  to  say  that  no  man  would  be  worthy  of  being  appointed  who  eoold  not 
adopt  the  snggeations  that  were  made  to  him.  (Applause.)  He  desiderated 
aimilar  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  work  of  other  chairs. 

Sir  HENRT  MOKCREIFF  seconded  the  motion.  If  there  was  to  be  any  real 
meaning  in  the  Barrier  Act,  it  implied  that  until  it  was  repealed  they  must  hold 
thia  to  be  a  regular  chair,  which  they  were  called  upon  to  fill  up  aa  aoon  as  it  wu 
vacant.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  no  reason  for  delay,  in  his  opinion,  that  certain  per- 
sona were  unwilling  to  allow  themselves  to  be  nominated. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL  (elder),  after  remarking  that  the  chair  was  founded  to 
encourage  and  stimulate  among  the  students  the  adoption  of  the  missionary  enter* 
prise,  said  that  all  the  classes  that  their  students  attended  were  supposed  to  hare  & 
bearing  npon  the  mlsalonaiy  field.  If  they  filled  the  professorship  of  Evangelietic 
Theology,  surely  it  waa  limiting  the  topics  of  that  chair  and  the  bnrdeniug  of  tbt* 
students  with  the  time  implied  In  attending  them,  if  they  did  not  make  it  tore 
that  the  obair  now  to  be  filled  np  shall  embrace  some  really  important  additiona  lo 
the  education  of  the  students.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  medical  misfiionvt 
institution,  and  he  should  like  very  mueh  if,  in  addition  to  the  students  of  diriaiij 
so-called,  who  would  attend  this  class,  it  should  be  open  to  such  stodents  aa  were 
stodying  medicine,  with  the  view  to  engaging  in  mission  work. 
After  some  further  discussion. 

Principal  RAINT  said  that,  in  his  position  aa  head  of  the  college,  the  senituf 
of  which  the  person  elected  would  be  a  member,  and  for  other  reasons,  he  thongbt 
it  was  his  duty  to  take  no  part  in  this  question.  He  also  wished  to  say  this,  tkt 
his  personal  position  in  supporting  the  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinbaigfa 
was  no  desire  to  sway  the  House  one  way  or  the  other,  either  about  the  mm  or 
About  delaying  the  appointment  till  next  year,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  made  sure 
that  the  House  should  not  overlook  the  importance  of  the  question  of  giving  diree 
lions  as  to  how  the  duties  of  the  chair  were  to  be  performed. 
The  Assembly  then  divided,  when  there  voted  for 

Dr.  Begg^s  motion :        •        .157 

Mr.  Maclagan's  motion 142 

Miyority 15 

The  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  professor. 
Mr.  M'MICKING,  Helensburgh  (elder),  in  nominating  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Lofedak, 
said  it  was  quite  manifest  that  Dr.  Stewart,  far  away  in  South  Africa,  was  not  io  the 
minds  of  the  Presbyteries  and  Synods,  when  they  named  thoae  whom  they  eoo- 
sidered  suitable  to  fill  this  important  chair.  There  was  one  objection  to  Ok 
appointment  of  Dr.  Stewart,  the  strength  of  which  he  admitted  to  some  exteoU 
The  objection  was  that  he  waa  doing  a  great  and  good  work  In  South  Africa,  bat  be 
trusted  no  one  would  be  appointed  to  thia  important  chair  to  whom  the  nme 
objeciion  would  not  apply.  (Applause.)  The  question  waa  asked.  Would  Dr. 
Stewmrt  accept  of  the  appointment  if  it  were  the  mind  of  the  Assembly  to  confer  u 
upon  him  1    That  was  a  question  which  he  should  not  answer  until  he  was  reiiuiri"*' 
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(0  do  CO  bj  Uijf  ChoFch.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  might  decline,  bnt  he  was  a  loyal  and 
trte  ion  of  the  Chntch*  and  Foald,  no  donbt,  do  what  the  Chnrch  requested  of  him. 
He  vovkl  tell  amazingly  upon  the  stadenta  of  the  Divinity  Halls  of  this  Church. 
He  kid  the  time  of  life,  sympathy  with  young  men,  and  everything  that  was  most 
\\U\j  to  infloenee  them  laxgely.  His  influence,  as  a  physician  would  tell  beyond 
th«  Dirinity  Halls,  for  he  would  then  have  communings  with  the  medical  schools  of 
Ediabergb,  Glasgow,  and  elsewhere,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  sending  many  young 
mea  to  tke  foreign  field*     (Applause  ) 

3fr.  WALLACE,  Hamilton,  seconded,  and  bore  testimony  to  the  work  of  Dr. 
Stevsrt  in  his  earlier  days.  This  chair  depended  upon  the  man.  It  mattered 
iiule  what  instructions  they  gave  him,  the  efficiency  of  the  chair  depended  upon  the 
mia.  Dr.  Stewart's  influence  was  both  strong  and  good,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
eanesUj  sanguine.  He  was  one  who  would  carry  wiih  him  the  sympathies  of  the 
ktadeate.  The  objection  might  be  raised  against  taking  Dr.  Stewart  from  South 
Aiiiea,  bat  if  he  came  here  his  aim  would  be  to  send  forth  men  filled  with  a  like 
epirit,  80  that  there  would  not  be  one  Dr.  Stewart  in  the  field,  but  doaens  like  him. 
lAppiaose.) 

Sir  HEKBT  MOKCREIFF  nominated  Dr.  Thomas  Smith.    He  confessed  that 

•  ill  the  candidates  who  had  been  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  College  Com- 

■iUee  vere  still  before  them,  he  might  not  have  made  this  motion.     If  there  had 

heea  asy  reason  to  suppose  that  he  would  still  accept  the  chair,  he  would  have 

ioc4  it  impossible  to  hold  that  the  qualifications  of  any  one  else  proposed  were 

bcuer  thsn  those  of   Mr.  Fleming  Stevenson.      (Applause.)     In  regard  to  Dr. 

^rnAf  he  did  not  think  it  would  have  been  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  Dr. 

Uf-tor  did  he  himself  think  it  ri^t — that  they  should  call  from  a  foreign  field 

SBuwho  was  doing  important  work  there.     Again,  Dr.  Smith's  name  had  been 

^ikttgtime  in  the  field  in  reference  to  this  matter.     In  regard  to  his  qnalifica- 

L'»j,  Dr.  Smith  possessed  a  knowledge  of  the  mission  field,  and  a  spirit  of  earnest- 

t««  vith  respect  to  that  field,  and  had  a  large  measure  of  knowledge  with  the 

etjtcu  which  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  chair.    When  the  minds  of  Presbyteries 

^  !)eeQ  consulted,  and  the  majority  of  the  Presbyteries  bad  come  to  a  conclusion, 

^'lAoogh  it  was  perfectly  constitutional  for  the  Assembly  to  go  in  for  delay,  he  did 

901  think  it  was  reasonable  in  such  a  case  as  that  not  to  act  as  the  Presbyteries 

fMOBoended.    In  these  circumstances,  he  did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  the  Presby- 

^o,  to  Dr.  Smith,  or  to  any  concerned,  that  they  should  at  this  stage  ssy  they 

tTsld  not  sppoint  him.     (Applause.) 

Dr,  KENNEDY,  Dingwall,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  Dr.  Smith  had 
i^rored  himself  sonnd  in  the  faith.  They  had  had  more  than  enongh  of  appoint- 
u^  professors  to  chairs  who  had  had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  experience  in  the 
aiQlstrf  of  the  Church ;  and,  therefore,  had  had  no  opportunity  of  securing  the 
•vfidHiee  of  the  Church.  ('<  Oh,  oh,"  hisses,  and  cries  of  "  Withdraw.'*)  To  reject 
I^.  Smith  would  not  be  a  creditable  tbing.  They  might  rest  assured  that  if  they 
«''id  not  appoint  him  it  would  inevitably  be  ascribed  to  the  bias  of  party  feeling. 
-Oh.oh.'^ 

Dr.  THOMSON^  Paisley,  who  had  given  notice  of  moving  the  name  of  Mr. 
kerning  Stevenson,  said  that  on  account  of  that  gentleman  publicly  and  pointodiy 
«i<diaiog  the  nomination  he  felt  called  upon  to  withdraw  his  motion.  He  thought 
II  voold  be  a  graceful  thing  if  they  unanimously  elected  Dr.  Thomas  Smith. 
'AppUose.)  He  was  pretty  sure  Dr.  Stewart  would  not  come,  and,  in  the  next 
P^,  he  did  not  think  Dr.  Stewart  could  be  spared.  After  what  had  taken  place 
li  Bisntyre,  he  was  aure  he  was  not  the  man  to  leave  his  post  at  such  a  time  for  any 
<^ir  they  might  confer  upon  him. 

Mr.  LA  (TRIE,  Glasgow,  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  the  high  claims 
•hicb  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith,  Corsock,  Dumfries,  had  to  fill  sueh  a  chair.  As, 
i><i«evcr,  he  did  not  think  he  oould  carry  him,  he  should  withdraw  his  name. 
lApplttse  on  the  left.) 

Hr.  HOWIE,  Glasgow,  could  not  say  Dr.  Stewart  expected  the  chair,  but  he  eon- 
sdered  Br.  Thomaon  had  no  right  iU'Saying  that  he  would  not  accept  it.  He  considered 
tie  Chareh  shoald  take  the  initiative  in  the  matter,  and  there  was  not  one  through- 
"St  the  Chnrch  who  possessed  such  pr^-eminent  qualifications  for  the  chair  as  Dr. 
SKnrt 
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The  vote  vu  then  taken,  with  the  following  resnlt : — 

For  Dr.  Smith's  appointment       188 

For  Dr.  Stewart's ^ 108 


Majority _         86 

Dra.  Begg,  Davidaon,  Ooold,  and  Kennedy  then  left  the  Hooae,  and  apprised  Dr 
Smith  of  hia  appointment  to  the  professor's  chair. 

On  Professor  Thomas  Smith  entering  the  House  he  was  receiyed  with  load 
applaose. 

The  KODEBATOR  then  formally  intimated  to  the  Profeasor  his  election  to  Uie 
Chair  of  Erangelistic  Theology. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH  briefly  thanked  the  House  for  the  eonfidenoe  it 
had  reposed  in  him.  He  was  gratefal  to  those  who  had  supported  him^  and  lie 
threw  himself  with  undoubted  oonfidence  on  the  generositj  of  those  who  btd  not 
seen  their  way  to  do  so.  He  should  not  read  the  division  list,  so  that  heneefonb 
he  might  know  no  man  as  a  supporter  or  opponent.    (Applause.) 

At  the  request  of  the  Moderator,  Mr.  Mackenzie  engaged  in  prayer ;  after  which 
the  Assembly  declared  the  Cowgate  charge  vacsnt,  aod  instructed  the  Preabjtery  ot 
Edinburgh  to  have  tiiat  duly  intimated  to  the  congregation. 

The  Assembly  also  instructed  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  to  take  the  reqiiiBi(« 
steps  for  the  orderly  induction  of  Dr.  Smith  into  the  Professorship  of  STangelistie 
Theology. 

THS  0A8S  OF  PBOFESSOB  DAYIDSOV. 

This  ease  eame  up  on  a  dissent  and  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Synod  of 
Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  affirming  the  Judgment  of  the  Presbytery. of  fidinbargh, 
refoaing  to  adopt  the  following  motion,  mored  by  Mr.  John  M*£waD,  John  Knoi* 
Church: — "The  attention  of  the  Presbytery  haying  been  directed  to  certain  viewi 
of  Profeasor  Daridson,  and  more  particularly  to  statements  made  by  him  in  respect 
to  Pentateachal  history,  law,  and  prophecy,  published  in  the  Brilith  oMd  Pm^p 
Evangdical  JUview  of  April  1870,  In  an  article  entitled — '  Review  of  Works  on  Old 
Teatament  Exegesis,  1878' — appoint  a  committee  to  examine  the  said  article,  vttb 
power,  if  they  shall  aee  caase,  to  oonfer  with  Professor  Davidson,  and  report."  Tbii 
motion  was  seeonded.  The  motion  adopted  by  the  Presbytery  was  one  proposed  bj 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  viz. : — <*  The  Presbytery,  considering  tkiat  it  may  be  open  to 
the  members  indlTidnally  to  obtain  explanations  from  Professor  Davidson  by  printe 
and  friendly  eommunieation,  decline  in  hoc  itatu  to  take  Preabyterial  action  in  tbo 
matter."  Parties  having  been  called  to  the  bar,  there  appeared  in  support  of  the 
appeal  from  the  Preabytery  Mr.  William  Balfour  and  Mr.  John  M'Ewan,  and  Mr. 
Beattie,  as  a  dissentient  from  the  judgment  of  the  Synod.  Principal  Bainy,  who 
I  was  loudly  ^>plauded  on  taking  his  place  at  the  bar,  appeared  to  maintain  tb« 

I  judgment  of  the  Presbytery,  and  Dr.  Nicolson,  Mr.  Welsh,  and  Mr.  Sinclair,  for  the 

Synod. 
!  The  MODEBATOB,  being  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  and  tboi 

a  party  in  the  case,  vacated  the  chair  to  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  JOHN  M*EWAK  then  opened  the  case  for  the  appellants.    He  aaid  tba^ 

after  seeing  the  place  which  was  assigned  to  this  appeal  by  the  arrangements  of  tbi 

Business  Committee,  they  had  confidently  cherished  the  hope,  that  by  a  deeiaion  d 

I  the  Assembly  they  would  have  felt  free  in  conscience  to  fall  from  their  appeal   Tbtt 

I  was  not  now  their  position,  and  therefore  they  felt  under  the  imperative  constraiat 

I  of  conscience  to  prosecute  their  appeal  to  a  final  Judgment.    Mr.  M*£wan  went  ooi 

to  trace  the  history  of  these  proceedings  since  they  first  emerged  in  the  Presbyteij. 
and  at  lengUi  took  shape  in  a  proposal  to  inquire,  by  a  friendly  committee,  into 
Professor  Davidson's  views  enumerated  in  the  article  in  the  Britiah  and  Fortip 
Evangdical  Review,  and  which  proposal  was  rejected  by  the  Synod.  He  contended 
that  it  would  be  an  evil  day  for  the  Church,  when  it  was  held  that  the  only  legil' 
\  mate  way  of  dealing  either  with  a  professor  or  minister  who  might  give  expressif 

in  speech  or  writing,  to  what  might  appear  dangerous  or  unsettling  opinions 
regards  any  portion  of  God's  Word,  was  either  to  be  silent  and  do  n<Hhiag,  or 
ceed  by  way  of  libel.     Such  an  idea  was  not  in  accordance  either  with  the  conetit 
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tioD  of  tiiii  Ghareb,  or  the  Form  of  Process,  or  the  Word  of  God.    The  appeUants 

ii^re  eoBTzneed  that  in  Professor  Dsvidson's  article  bearing  on  Pentaieachal  history, 

Ur,  ind  rtij  speeisUy  prophecy,  there  was  matter  of  such  a  character  that  the 

YtcihjitJj  were  bound  to  take  means,  at  the  very  least,  to  consider  their  import, 

&&d,  if  they  ihonld  see  cause,  ask  explanations  of  the  writer  as  to  their  meaning. 

la  this  way  they  sincerely  hoped  and  desired  that  the  result  would  be  such  as  boUi 

\3  nnder  farther  sction  unnecessary,  as  well  as  to  dissipate  painful  impressions 

videljesnent  as  to  the  Tiews  of  a  professor  so  influential  and  so  admired  as  Dr. 

D»Tidi(UL    (Applause.)    The  action  of  the  appellants  was  no  less  in  the  interests 

of  Profeflor  Davidson  than  in  the  interests  of  truth.     As  to  the  question  of  free 

i&TcsUgstion  into  Biblical  mAtters,  it  wa0»  he  remarked,  a  comfortable  solution  of 

inuj  pieeent  and  passing  troubles  in  the  Church,  to  say  that  thos^  who  had  the 

tmerity  to  csU  in  question  the  teaching  of  a  learned  professor,  were  a  class  of  men 

vbo  were  incapable  of  recelTing  a  new  idea — (hear,  hear,  and  laughter) — who  looked 

tith  sospieion  at  everything  in  th^  nature  of  development  in  the  sciei^ce  of  theology 

-vbo  would,  if  they  could,  lay  an  arrest  upon  every  attempt  in  the  .way  of  inyesti. 

gition  within  the  sphere  of  Biblical  studies.    He  repudiated  with  indignation  this 

:£»ioQAiioa  ss  applied  to  the  appellants.     (Hear,  hear.)     On  the|  contrary,  they 

^ied  every  effort  to  shed  fresh  light  on  every  psge  of  that  blessed  Book  with 

t^folnesa    But  they  protested  and  would  protest  against  the  i^ea  that  eveiy 

sp'edes  of  Biblical  criticism  was  to  be  hailed  as  a  boon  from  heaven,vand  to  be  tol^ 

n:«diii  Clirist's  Church  on  earth.      They  objected  to  a  criticism  w^iich  ruthlessly 

tatdde  the  ancient  landmarks  of  divine  truth,  which  for  ages  had  guided  tho 

CM  of  God.    They  objected  to  a  style  of  criticism  which  substituted  for  solid 

{^•^  vague,  nn proved  hypotheses;   and  thej  refused  to  accept  plausible  proba- 

tiLfia  ia  the  place  of  well-authenticated  realities.   Here  particularly  he  found  fault 

*-^  aen  who  had  no  hesitation  in  pablishing  sketches  of  critical  opinion,  indicating 

fJTSftihj  with  them,  and  then  immediately  ask'—"  Bat  is  such  and  such  an  opinion 

:.'!:•  r"  and  instead  of  answering  either  yes  or  no,  going  on  to  tell  them — "  This  is 

^qi^iion  of  enormous  complexity  " — (laughter)— and  that  an  estimate  of  it  oannot 

be  fcrmed  in  a  moment.    The  appellants  protested  sgainst  this  style  of  criticism, 

•icikid  that  men  were  not  entitled  to  disturb  the  Church  of  Christ  by  publishing 

^■•onti,  the  truth  of  which  they  had  not  yerified,  and  the  results  of  which  they 

io«dd  neither  jostiry  nor  condemn. 

Prioeipal  RAINY,  who  rose  amid  applause  to  defend  the  finding  of  the  majority 
^  the  Presbytery,  explained  at  the  outset  that  the  motion  of  which  his  friends  on 
•^e  oppoeite  side  of  the  bar  complained,  was  a  motion  moved  in  the  Presbytery  by 
"^  r  Heniy  tfoncreiff*.  That  motion  set  forth  that  the  Presbytery,  considering  that 
•'  uigbt  be  open  for  the  members  individually  to  obtain  explanations  from  Professor 
I^Tidson  by  private  and  friendly  communicatioii^  declined  in  hoc  statu  to  take  Pres- 
^uerial  aeUon  in  the  matter.  In  stating  as  far  as  possible  ihe  position  of  the 
^■}Ter,  tbe  learned  principal  said  that  what,  In  the  first  place.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 
'fh  vu  that^  in  a  large  Presbytery  like  that  of  Bdinburgh,  members  should  have  tbe 
•dleEt  opportunity  c^  satisfying  themselves  outside  the  public  action  of  tbe  Presby^ 
fc7i  before  any  such  public  action  began  as  to  how  far  necessities  existed  for  deal- 
hgi  of  this  kind.  Another  consideration  was  that  there  was  another  judicial  case, 
Titb  matters  not  onlike  those,  that  had  awakened  tbe  apprehensions  of  brethren 
^  Uui  article,  and  that  case  having  excited  the  attention  and  interest  of  the  Churchy 
"^  r  Henry  and  all  of  them  felt  it  was  a  matter  of  high  importance  that  the  progress  of 
'U  cttedionld  not  be  complicated  or  entangled  by  the  Church  finding  itself  committed 
'•0  another  esse,  or  what  might,  for  anything  they  knew,  have  in  it  the  elements  of 
^  '^iber  esse.  It  was  quite  true  that  a  Presbytery  ough  t  to  form  its  own  j  udgment,  but 
^  Pre&bjtery  eould  not  keep  its  judgment  to  itsell  A  Presbytery  taking  action  nUght 
^  itaelf  very  rapidly  involving  the  whole  Church  in  all  the  responsibilities;  and 
•i^refore,  they  sobmitted  to  the  Assembly  that  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
-;<Bd  themselves  placed,  not  knowing  either  how  or  where  the  esse  of  Professor 
>3iiih  might  terminate,  they  were  warranted  in  declimng  to  entangle  the  Church 
^'n}i  in  another  case,  as  long  as  they  had  fair  ground  in  doing  so.  In  tracing  how 
tte  present  ease  had  arisen,  he  stated  that  though  the  member  of  Presbytery  inti- 
cidted  that  he  wished  a  private  conference,  the  intimation  had  the  remarkable 
polity  of  being  made  in  the  most  public  manner.    The  gentleman  who  took  this 
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action  did  so  at  bis  own  sole  motion,  withont  conference  witli  anybodj/aod  tbit 
itself  was  a  strong  reason  why  tiie  Presbjteiy  should  be- eztremelj  slow  to  more 
in  the  line  indicated.  It  was  no  good  example  in  this  Ciiareh  that  any  one  ahoald 
take  upon  him  serions  matters  in  snch  a  way.  They  bad  not  had  at  the  bar  to-daj- 
any  allegation  that  there  was  in  the  article  of  Professor  Davidson  any  spedfie 
grounds  why  the  Ohuroh  should  eharge  bim  with  unsound  doctrine,  and,  thensfove, 
it  could  not  be  alleged  in  the  reply — 

Mr.  M'EWAN — An  explanation,  Moderator.  I  wish  to  state  we  felt  precluded 
from  making  any  such  allegation  as  Principal  Rainy  refers  to,  because  no  anch  allt- 
gation  was  made  in  the  inferior  courts. 

Principal  RAINY — I  quite  understand  Mr.  M'£ van's  position,  and  i  onlr 
wished  to  make  clear  what  his  position  was.    (Laughter.)     No  one  would  deay  that 
this  article,  which  was  not  professedly  an  article  with  reference  to  the  ease  of  Prs- 
fessor  Smith,  still  was  an  article  written  by  a  man  who  had  in  his  mind  the  diseaB- 
sions  going  on  in  the  Church  with  reference  to  that  case.     He  might  also  say  tkat 
the  general  tenor  and  course  of  the  article  was  that  it  was  not  intended  to  produce 
the  impression  that  there  were  grare  grounds  for  the  Church  pausing  and  thinkiDi 
well  before  it  eame  to  a  final  conclusion  on  that  subject.    He  did  not  say  that  woi 
all  that  was  in  the  article.    He  did  not  say  there  was  nothing  else  in  the  article, 
but  if  that  was  the  general  tenor  of  the  article,  then  many  members  felt  this,  that 
Professor  Smith's  case  forced  upon  the  Church  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  discus- 
sion with  regard  to  very  weighty  questions.    The  utterances  and  expressions  vbich 
might  come  to  light  in  that  connection  were  not  to  be  regarded  as  merely  spontane- 
ous utterances  or  yiews  thrown  ont  by  men  at  their  own  hand,  bat  as  ntteracMs 
which,  on  the  one  aide  or  on  the  other,  men  felt  led  or  driven  perhapa  to  eome  oat 
with,  because  the  case  of  Professor  Smith  had  put  to  all  their  minds  the  <|aestion— 
What  grounds  were  they  to  proceed  upon  1  what  Tiew  of  the  ease  were  they  to  take  1 
Now,  he  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  that  it  was  not  wise  nor  desirable 
that  this  Church  should  make  the  utterances  which  might  happen  to  come  out  ia 
the  discussions  matter  of  distinct  and  separate  process — CTcn  matter  of  jodiciai 
inquiry  by  their  Presbyteries — ^as  long  as  that  could  be  fiiirly  and  reasonablj 
avoided.     But  whatever  was  to  be  said  or  thought  of  that  article  of  Professor  David- 
son's— ^and  he  was  precluded  from  defending  it  ^questions  might  arise  and  inferences 
might  be  drawn  that  were  supposed  to  affect  more  or  less  the  doctrine  of  Hdr 
Scripture  on  what  there  was  by  no  means  entire  agreement  among  them.    They  had 
put  to  ihcm,  for  example,  statements  of  a  very  deliberate  kind  as  to  what  kind  of 
questions  should  be  put  to  Professor  Davidson,  which  implied  a  standaid  to  which 
they  were  to  see  whether  or  not  Professor  Davidson's  opinions  corresponded.    Thu 
implied  a  test  to  be  applied  to  Professor  Davidson  which,  if  applied  to  him  (Prin- 
cipal Rainy),  would  bring  out  results  very  unsatisfactory  to  those  who  applied  :t 
Ttiey  evidently  had  in  their  minds  views  which  they  thought  ought  to  be  universalh 
accepted,  which  he  at  least  did  not  accept,  and  which,  if  applied,  would  bring  him 
into  question  in  this  Church.    Therefore  they  thought  i^  unwise  to  involve  them 
selves  in  that  without  a  clear  necessity.     He  should  have  liked  Mr.  M'Ewan  and 
Professor  Davidson  to  come  to  an  nnderstanding,  if  possible,  outside  the  Presbytery. 

Dr.  NICOLSON,  Linlithgow,  addressed  the  House  in  support  of  the  finding  of 
the  Synod,  the  majority  of  which  saw  no  legitimate  case  on  which  to  found  the 
appeal. 

Mr.  BEATTIfi,  on  behalf  of  the  minority  in  the  Synod,  stated  that  what  he 
found  presented  upon  the  pleadings  in  the  Synod  showed  a  state  of  things  and  a 
mode  of  reasoning  and  statement  in  the  article  that  to  his  mind  bad  not  been  before 
the  Church,  and  was  not  consistent  with  the  faith  and  doctrine  of  wiiat  might  be 
ealled  the  traditional  beliefs  of  thia  Church. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  asked  if  the  parties  who  brought  tbis  matter  before  the  Pr«a- 
bytery,  or  any  of  them,  conferred  privately  with  Profeasor  Davidson  on  the  sabjeet  7 

Mr.  M'BWAN  was  not  prepared  to  answer  yea  or  no  withont  adding  an  ez« 
planation. 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  said  there  was  no  reason  for  an  explanation.    If  they  de- 
elined  to  give  a  aimple  answer  they  were  perfectly  entitled  to  do  so,  and  that  v 
an  answer. 


SATOBDAT,  MAY  29,  1830  281 

Mr.  W.  BALFOUR  replM  that  in  one  of  tbeirreMous  of  dissent  they  contended 
ihattkit  «M  Bol  a  sniuble  way  of  dealing  with  the  oase. 
ItetisB  beiag  nmoved, 

Xr.  WOOD  (alder),  Aberdeen,  and  Sheriff  Campbell  rose  together,  but  the 
fxaer  eti^t  the  ^o  of  the  Moderator  first,  and  refosed  to  give  way,  though  loudly 
nqsfliled  te  do  aob  fie  moved,  in  effiMst,  tliat  the  protest  and  appeal  should  be 
ionuntd,  the  judgment  of  the  Synod  and  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  reversed, 
ud  the  PNsbyteiy  instmeted  to  appoint  a  eommittee  in  accordance  with  Mr. 
ISna's  reqoest  The  eaae  of  Profiesaor  Smith  being  out  of  the  way,  the  chief 
retioalor  the  refusal  of  the  reqnest  for  a  oommittee  was  now  removed,  and  the 
AmmkAj  shoald  thereCsra  gnnt  it  Private  explanations  would  not  suffice  in  a 
OK  sf  this  kind.  The  paranla  of  the  Chnrch — the  fathers  and  mothers — (laughter) 
vcn  eatiUed  to  an  explanation.  It  was  quite  impossible  that  the  alarm  in  the 
Chuck  eoold  he  removed  if  every  time  there  was  a  complaint  regarding  the  doc- 
triaei  of  a  prafessor  they  were  to  bo  told  that  they  eonld  only  f  roeeed  by  libel.  He 
teght  it  an  tttaordinary  thing  that  all  relerence  to  the  artiele  was  to  be  ex- 
ctiM.  He  had  oxtraeta  with  him,  but  he  should  not  go  into  them  in  the  circum- 
unoMi  <Laaghter.)  He  had  frequently  remarked  in  those  discussions  that  the 
peat  ehaiapions  of  freedom  of  thought,  who  were  supposed  to  be  a4i  on  the  other 
sdi,  vbeuever  it  waa  wished  to  come  at  the  eracial  parts  of  those  questions,  brought 
■p  miB  eoatemptible  point  of  form  by  which  that  would  be  prevented.  ("  Oh,  oh.") 
Dr.  ADAM  rose  to  order.  It  was  the  dissentients  and  compUiners  that  had 
bniikt  op  the  case,  and  they  had  the  power  to  do  so  in  the  way  they  thought  con- 
TMi  for  themselves ;  therefore  it  waa  not  right  to  throw  odium  upon  the  other 
FuiTii  to  the  manner  in  which  they  appeared  before  the  Assembly. 

Kl  WOOD--Dr.  Adam  is  not  the  judge  in  this  House.     ("  Oh.">    Dr.  Bainy 
Ufiid  that  he  would  not  defend  the  article. 

Mr.  COWAK,  Troon,  observed  Uiat  what  Dr.  Bainy  said  was,  that  he  was  not 
ailed  spon  to  defend  iL    (Hear.) 

Mr.  WOOD — Mr.  Cowan  seems  to  think  it  necessary  to  enlighten  the  House 
*^(rer  I  say  anything.     ("  Oh,  oh.**)    I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  him  in  his  own 
e^ueh— (« Order  ") — bat  not  now.     There  must  have  been  a  reason  for  Dr.  Rainy 
Mtdefeaduig  the  article,  and  he  could  not  be  stopped  if  he  referred  to  the  papers, 
vbich  told  them  that  fifteen  membera  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  had  declared 
ii  to  be  their  solemn  opinion  that  there  waa  ground  of  complaint  in  the  article 
agiiittt  the  sonndoesa  and  doctrine  of  Professor  DaTidson.     (''  No,  no.") 
Tbe  MODSBATOB  said  Mr.  Wood  waa  getting  into  a  discussion  on  the  article. 
Mr.  WOOD  aaid  he  was  not.    (Cries  of  «  Chair.'*)     Well,  he  would  only  say  that 
it  no  impossible  for  the  House  to  resolve  to  pass  from  this  matter ;  and  while  he 
Uioro^hly  sgreed  with  the  disposition  to  endeavour  to  reatore  and  continue  eonfidence 
ia  tlttir  professors — ("  Oh,  oh  ") — there  waa  a  danger  in  crying  "  Peace,  peace,  when 
t<t«re  vss  no  peaee.**    It  was  not  they  who  had  disturbed  the  Church ;   it  was  the 
profeaion  and  othera,  who  were  so  fond  of  writing  essays  and  reviews,  that  had  dia- 
tirbed  the  Church.     C*Oh.  oh.") 
The  MODSRATOfr— Ton  are  getting  oot  of  order  again.    (Laughter.) 
Mr.  WOOD — Well,  I  am  sorry  for  that.    (Laughter.)     He  would  quote  Dr. 
^■oia  in  eonoloaton,  who  said — **  It  appeara  to  me  that  the  true  doctrine  is 
t^t  they  should  form  their  divinity  by  the  Bible,  and  not  seek  to  try  the  Bible 
h  their  aateeedent  divinity."    (Applause  on  the  left.) 

Dr.  KKKMBDT,  Dingwall,  aaid  that  as  he  waa  precluded  from  going  into  the 
*^  esse,  he  ahonld  merely  second  the  motion.  He  conld  not  conceive  what 
1^  object  eonld  be  aerved  by  professors  refraining  from  giving  explanations  of 
*^  their  views  really  were  whenever  these  were  to  any  extent  challenged. 
Ho  did  Bot  think  it  right  for  them  to- stand  upon  their  dignity  in  the  face  of  sus- 
pieioa  pifvaleat  Ihrenghoat  the  Chnreh.     (Applause.) 

dhsiiff^AMPBKLL  moved  that  the  Assembly  dismiss  the  protest  and  appeal, 
ud  siSnii  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery.  His  motion,  he  said,  was  founded  not 
^T  CB  furm,  bat  lair  play.  Nothing  eoald  be  more  injurious  to  the  Church  than 
t^  «oam  which  waa  dealred  by  the  mover  of  the  first  motion.  In  looking  at  the 
pcodsre,  they  foaod  that  no  charge  had  been  formulated  against  Professor 
UiTidsoB.    (Hear,   hear.)    It  was  not  even  said  that  the  article  referred  to  eon 
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'ained  improper  matter,  or  th&t  these  were  pointed  oat  to  the  Preehjtery ;  and  tie 
Church  shoald  be  very  cautioiie  in  enterUiniog  compUinte  agaiut  mlniiten  or 
professorB  unless  these  were  very  specific,  and  the  reason  was  well  stated  la  Sir 
Henry  MonereilTs  book  on  the  "  Praetlee  of  the  Chorsh."    He  tiys  i — 

"  All  Christians  ought  to  be  ao  prodent  and  waxy  ia  aeenslng  minStten  of  aay 
censurable  fault,  that  Uiey  ought  neither  to  publish  or  spread  the  same^  nor  aeeott 
a  minister  before  the  Presby tery,  witbont  first  aeqoainting  the  minister  himssU  if 
they  hare  cause  thereto,  and  then,  if  need,  to  some  of  the  most  pndent  of  the 
ministers  and  elders  of  that  Presbytery,  and  their  adnee  got  on  the  affiiir.'* 

It  did  not  appear  that  that  course  had  been  foUowed.  Th^  had  not  even 
complied  with  the  ffcriptaral  Injunetion  on  the  .snl^eetk  The  eonise  snggasfced 
would  simply  sow  distrust — (hear,  hear)— and  thus  give  a  handle  to  the  enmifls  of 
their  Church.  They  had  already  fell  the  danger  of  throwing  down  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion before  the  Choreh. 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  seconded  the  motion.    (Cries  of  <«  Vote.") 

After  a  few  words  in  reply  from  Mr.  WOOD,  a  dlvisian  was  taken,  when  thtie 
Toted,  41  for  the  first  motion,  and  161  for  the  seoond  motion.  The  motien  of 
Sherifi  Campbell  was  therefore  declared  earned  by  a  m^oritj  of  110  ▼otes  amid 
loud  applause. 

Parties  were  called  in,  imd  this  judgment  waa  intimated  to  them. 

STirOD  OF  MSBaa  AVD  XXVIOXDAIiB. 

The  Assembly  took  up  the  Memorial  from  the  Synod  of  Merse  and  Teriotdale, 
asking  liberty  to  hold  their  meetings  in  future  at  Melrose,  St  Boswells,  or  Kelso,  ai 
they  may  see  fit^ 

The  memorial  was  supported  by  Mr.  Spence,  minister  at  Houndwood. 

Kg  member  of  the  Synod  appearing  to  oppose  the  object  of  the  memorial,  Uie 
Cteneral  Assembly  appointed  that  the  Synod  of  Merse  and  Teviotdale  shall  b« 
at  liberty  in  future  to  hold  their  meetings  at  Melrose,  St.  BoswellSj  or  Kelao,  ss  thcj 
may  see  fit. 

THB  CHALMIBS  CXHTOIABT. 

Sir  HEKBT  MONCREIFF  gave  in  a  report  of  the  committee  charged  with  the 
arrangements  connected  with  the  celebration  of  the  Chalmers  Centenary,  and  said 
they  had  endeavoured  to  carry  out  what  the  Assembly  had  represented  as  reasonable 
to  be  done.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  Sir  Henry  paid  a  tribute  of  respect  to  tbe 
memory  of  the  late  Dean  Ramsay  for  what  he  had  done  to  perpetuate  tbe  memory 
of  Dr.  Clialmers,  and  remarked  that  it  was  to  his  exertions  they  were  indebted  for 
the  statue  of  Dr.  Chalmers  erected  in  Edinburgh. 

Tbe  following  committee  was  then  nominated  for  tbe  Chalmers  Lectureship  :— 
Dr.  Gk>o1d,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  Cooper,  Burntisland,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  ministers;  and  Lord 
Provost  Boyd,  Lord  Provost  Collins,  Provost  Swan,  Kirkcaldy,  and  Mr.  IlendenoQ, 
Devanka,  Aberdeeu,  eldert, 

DSATH  OT  A  MBCBR  OF  AB8BXBLT. 

Dr.  GOOLD,  who  was  ofiiciating  ss  Moderator,  at  thia  stage  said  he  waa  sony  to 
aay  that  this  morning  there  died  a  member  of  thla  ooort^  of  whom  ha  eonld  not 
speak  personally,  but  who,  he  was  informed,  waa  an  ornament  to  the  Ghnreh — ^tbe 
Bev.  Peter  Thomson,  St.  Fergus.  He  had  the  teatimony  of  one  on  whom  he  ooold 
rely  that  Mr.  Thomson  was  not  only  faithful  in  the  disehaxge  of  his  ordinaiy  doiias 
as  a  minister,  but  he  had  great  gifts  and  promises.  His  death  involved  the  Chuich 
in  a  great  loss,  and  trusted  the  expression  of  sympathy  on  the  pari  of  the  eoort 
would  be  forwarded  to  his  surviving  relatives. 

Mr.FERQUSON  of  Kinmundy  (elder)  said  he  had  known  Mr.  ThomaoBwell, 
and  he  could  say  the  Church  had  in  him  lost  one  of  the  brighlaii  of  her  yoaagmeu. 
He  had  fallen,  he  feared,  a  victim  to  his  love  of  study. 

Principal  Bainy  and  Professor  Blaikie  added  their  testimopy  to  the  great  loss 
tbe  Church  had  sustained  in  this  demise. 

The  Assembly  recorded,  with  much  regret,  the  intimation  lof  the  death  of  Mr. 
Thomson,  minister  at  St^  Fergus. 
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THE  HEW  HTMNAL. 

Mr.  TflOKt  KilmAnoek,  gvwt  in  the  Report  of  the  Hymnal  Committee.  The 
coffloiiiee  bed  now  oompleted  the  task  of  reyising  and  enlarging  the' present 
HfwuL  In  tkeir  work  they  had  heen  guided  by  the  instruotion  of  Aesembly,  that 
ikc  aankr  of  geaeiml  hymns  should  be  about  three  hundred,  with  about  fifty 
bf  aBi  for  the  young,  and  an  appendix  of  dozologies  and  Scripture  sentences.  To 
meei  the  nshss  olsome,  a  few  of  the  paniplirases,  wh}ch  have  a  plaee  in  nearly  all 
BjBtali,  vara  added. 

The  eoBOsittee  were  ol  opinicn  that  in  the  New  Hymnal  the  hymns  should  be 
unagod  seeonUng  to  the  metres.  This  would  do  away  with  Uie  necessity  of 
Rprinting  tones  in  difierent  parts  of  the  book,  and  would  afford  a  greater  ehoice  of 
■we. 

Isttfcitiog  and  Tilnable  indexes  had  been  added.  For  Uie  preparation  of  theBe> 
vd  fw  fluoy  other  yalnable  seryiees  in  eonneetion  with  the  draft  Hymnal,  the 
esmmittce  vere  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  James  Bonar  of  Greenock,  and  for  many 
df  **k  nsit  beaatifiil  hymns  in  the  oolleetion  to  his  gifted  relatire,  Dr.  Horatius 
fioar. 

Qrett  pains  were  being  taken  with  the  music,  that  the  wants  might  be  met^ 
iSkeof  oar  erdinwy  CMigxegations  and  of  those  of  a  higher  degree  of  eolture.  As 
u  uaie  in  their  churches  was  entirely  Tocal,  it  was  necessaiy  that  their  musical 
viiiier  shoold  be  well  skilled  in  that  class  of  composition,  and  also  a  gentleman 
«bT«iild  not  in  any  way  OTcrride  the  desires  of  the  Church  and  the  committee, 
Wt  ik  would  have  regard  to  their  wants  and  wishes.  With  rery  remarkable 
QuisHy  all  the  authorities  whom  they  had  consulted  had  pointed  out  Mr. 
Btfijat,  of  the  Temple  Church,  as  the  best  man  for  their  purpose,  and  they  had 
W  the  work  he  had  already  done  for  them  to  be  in  every  respect  moat 
u;a&etoT7. 

ii  there  were  some  of  the  Scripture  sentences,  for  which  it  might  be  impossible 
to  find  appropriate  music,  he  requested  that  the  Assembly  would  allow  a  dis* 
ctiionaiy  power  to  the  committee  to  choose  other  similar  sentences  instead  of 
t^e  la  laeh  cases  as  it  might  appear  necesaary.  He  also  asked  that  they  might 
^^owed  to  receiye  subscriptions  towards  the  cost  of  the  draft  Hymnal,  and  to 
f^TtUh  copies  to  contributors. 

He  mored  that  the  report  be  reeeived,  and  that  the  draft  hymn  books  be  sent 
im.  to  Presbyteries,  and  that  reports  be  sent  up  not  later  than  the  1st  February 
IsSL  He  suggested  that  the  examination  of  the  book  be  done  privately,  and  not 
a  pabtie.  Remarks  were  sometimes  made  on  such  occasions  which  did  not  tend  to 
^  digaity  of  Presbyteries,  and  were  better  unreported. 

Mi:  SIMPSON,  depnte-clerk,  in  seconding  the  motion,  expressed  the  opinion 
tht  they  had  at  last  got  a  book  containing  three  hundred  hymns  of  a  very  high 
drder,  and  he  hoped  Presbyteries  would  give  the  matter  very  careful  consideration. 

I^.  BBGO  had  ynrj  strong  views  on  this  subject  He  was  not  sure  tiiat  the 
^^'Bifflittee  was  entitled  on  any  ground  to  introduce  into  the  Hymn  Book  ''Scripture 
K&teoees.*  This,  he  thought,  was  an  onUnous  kind  of  innovation ;  but  as  the  book 
*a«  to  be  sent  down  to  Presbyteries,  he  would  raise  no  discussion  on  the  matter  at 

The  report  was  then  adopted* 

PaaiMODT  OOMMinBI. 

» 
The  Report  of  the  Psalmody  Committee  was  given  in  by  Mr.  THOMSON  of 
^i^,  the  eonvener.  He  said — The  report,  though  brief,  contains  evidence  suf&- 
^t  to  show  that  the  cause  of  psalmody  has  been  making  satisfactoiy  progreas 
thrnghout  the  Church  during  the  past  year.  Of  the  committee's  publications 
ST52  copisi  have  been  aold  from  January  1879  till  January  1880,  and  the  sales 
■^i^%1873  have  now  amounted  to  45,155.  These  are  all  music-books,  not  mere 
^m  er  psabn-booka.  The  seeretaty  haa  visited  not  a  few  congregations  during 
^J«v,  and  wherever  he  has  been  his  leetnrea  have  excited  much  interest  The 
^'•hty  of  Us,  Xidaton  of  Femiegair  has  secured  for  the  Church  the  benefit  of 
t^  leeUiics^  and  it  nuft.he  gratayioig  to  the  Assembly  to  know  that  Mr.  Kideton 
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hu  promiied  to  repeat  his  liberal  aid  for  the  next  year.  He  is  entitM  to  Uie 
warmeit  thanka  of  the  Church.  The  committee  haro  reason  to  knov  that  muj 
congregations  desire  a  greater  namber  of  tones,  and  also  tunes  of  a  greater  nriety 
as  to  stjle,  than  are  contained  in  the  "Scottish  Psalaody."  When  the  praeni 
reyised  edition  was  issued  in  1873,  it  was  contemplated  that  a  sapnleBient^  sfter  a 
few  jears,  would  be  called  for,  as  maj  be  seen  from  the  fset  that  while  the  sssiben 
run  pn  from  1  to  147,  after  li7  there  is  a  blank  till  the  nnmbefing  of  the 
hjmn-book  begins  at  201.  The  committee  faaTo  made  some  progress  la  seleetiii^ 
tones  and  in  making  arrangements  with  the  publishers ;  and  should  the  Aneably 
desire,  they  are  willing  to  proceed.  They  think  that  the  publication  of  such  s  tajh 
plement  will  do  much  to  help  forward  the  cause  of  psalmody  in  many  psria  oC  the 
country. 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  mored  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was  agreed  to 
in  the  following  terms : — 

"  The  Assembly  spprove  of  the  report^  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  oeniiiittee^ 
and  especially  to  the  eonvenerd- 

**  The. Assembly  is  gratified  to  learn  that  continued  progress  is  being  made  ia 
the  cause  of  psalmody  over  the  Church;  and,  in  particular,  that  the  labooii  of  the 
;iecretsry  are  much  appreciated. 

"  The  Assembly  reappoint  the  committee,  with  Kr.  John  Thomson  ss  oooTeaer, 
and  Mr.  Colin  Brown  ss  paid  secretary,  and  authorise  the  committee  to  sllow  him 
as  salary  the  sum  of  £50  for  the  year,  provided  the  royalties  and  any  sums  raeeired 
for  this  special  purpose  shall  amount  to  so  much. 

"The  Assembly  add  to  this  committee  the  name  of  Mr.  Parlane,  elder.  Paisley; 
and  they  authorise  the  bommittee  to  make  an  addition  of  Psalm  tones  to  oar  pre- 
sent colleclioo." 

DJSTBIBUTION  AND  KMFLOTMBNT  OF  PBOBATIONSBS. 

The  report  of  this  committee  (Appendix  XVI.)'  was  submitted  by  Profeuor 
THOMAS  SMITH. 

The  Assembly  approved  the  report,  and  acknowledged  the  signal  serrioea  Dr. 
Smith  had  rendered  to  the  committee,  and  with  much  regret  accepted  his  resipar 
tion  as  convener. 

TBAKSFXB  AND  BALE  OP  SCHOOLS. 

Dr.  WILSON  slated  that  the  special  Commission  reappointed  by  last  Aaaemhlj 
to  deal  with  the  cases  arising  under  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  School  Properties  Aei. 
1 878,  had  in  the  course  of  the  year  14  cases  under  their  consideration,  all  of  which  fa«l 
been  disposed  of.  To  enable  the  Commission  to  repay  to  the  Assembly  Anaoge- 
xnenis  Committee  the  cost  of  the  School  Properties  Act,  which  amounted  to  £1024 
6s.  6d.,  the  Commission,  in  grsnting  authority  to  sell  properties,  stipulste  that  foar 
per  cent,  of  the  price  shall  be  paid  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee  tj 
account  of  the  expenses. 

The  report  was  approved  of. 

STSTXiiAno  oivuro. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  Kinmnndy,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  oa  the 
Duty  of  Systematic  Qiviog.  The  committee  continued  to  repeat  and  to  impren 
upon  the  Church  that  the  principle  which  it  waa  their  province  to  advocate  was  the 
expediency,  nay,  more,  the  duty,  of  system  in  Isying  aside  a  stated  portion  of 
Individual  income  for  the  service  of  the  Lord.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  thai 
this  principle  was  making  progress  In  general  acceptance. 

Tbe  report  was  adopted. 

OONTAOIOUB  DISXASEB. 

Mr.  FERGUSON  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  «b  Um  Osia(ag(oi» 
Diseases  Acts,  which  recommended  the  Assembly  to  sgain  petitlott  PSarlisaaest 
against  these  Acts.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  reply  of  Mc  GlMstoiae  to  seme  per- 
sons who  waited  upon  him  when  in  Edinboish  oa  this  sahfeclL  '  Mr.  Qls«tolo&e sal(i« 
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**  Xj  ijapadiiai  ir«  moeb  with  them  (the  opponents  of  the  Act),  if  I  do  not  go 
tlieirfdiest  kagtb.  Daring  the  time  of  the  Ute  (Ltbenii)  GoTernment,  -trc  intro- 
dooed  «  biil  which  went  near,  at  we  thought,  to  the  repeal,  bat  on  aceoant  of  aome- 
tJung  we  retained,  the  repealera,  to  my  anrpriae,  would  not  accept  it/'  Mr.  Ferguson 
nmuked  that  the  "lomething"  which  waa  in  the  Aet  was  juat  the  principle  on 
vhiek  the  whole  leipalaiion  waa  baaed. 

Priaeipal  RAINY  beliered  aome  men  aincerely  argued  themaeWea  into  the  con« 
vieUon  that  theae  Acta  were  right,  but  after  careful  conaideratio^,  the  result  in  hia 
miadvM  Bore  and  more  deeided,  that  the  principles  of  the  Acta  were  clearly  indo- 
feuible  and  wrong,  and  that,  aa  a  Church,  it  waa  their  buaineas  to  say  so  distinctly. 

Dr.  BEQO  tbooght  the  attention  of  Parliament  should  be  persistently  directed 
%  the  doty  of  hsTing  regard  to  the  diYine  law  in  legislation.  The  moral  and  social 
Mite  of  the  army  might  be  greatly  promoted  by  having  regard  to  the  divine 
uthoritj  in  respect  of  marriages. 

The  report  waa  adopted. 

SIGBXES  nr  AST. 

Dr.  BEOO  snpported  an  orertore  from  the  Preabytery  of  Edinburgh  on  this 
vA^tL  "  It  ia  humbly  overtured  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  that  the 
Goenl  AasemMy — while  aupporting  all  well-considered  plans  for  improving  ooi 
liiirenilies — shall  endeavour  to  secure  an  arrangement  in  accordance  with  which 
^KCNei  in  arts  may  be  obtiuned  by  men  exhibiting  under  examination  the  necessary 
iami  of  knowledge  without  requiring  attendance  on  university  classes  as  in  every 
OKOKntial  to  the  obtaining  of  such  degrees."  The  Doctor  proposed  to  refer  this 
o^eegDste  mstterB  connected  with  the  university  system  to  a  committee  to  report. 

iViacipal  RAINY  aeeonded  the  motion,  though  he  was  opposed  to  the  particular 
f  npnal  of  the  overtnre. 

FJVUTlOn. 

Under  petition  from  the  congregation,  setting  forth  that  they  had  been  crippled 
^  the  eoBtmerdal  distress  in  Glasgow,  the  Buchanan  Memorial  Church,  Glasgow, 
•m  graated  tiiree  years  longer  to  pay  off  a  debt  of  £2700  which  they  had  come 
^tt  to  the  cnatodier  of  title-deeds. 

Blochalrti  Free  Chnrch,  Glasgow,  petitioned  for  the  continuance  of  the  Chalmers 
Eedovment  Grant,  which  had  lapsed  in  consequence  of  a  vacancy,  and  the  Assembly 
coaoirred  with  (he  Preabytery  of  Glasgow  in  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

ALSOnf  AHD  TOBBIDOK. 

The  Assembly  took  np  a  remit  from  the  Preabytery  of  Lochearron,  anent  the 
fopply  of  ordinancea  at  Alegin  and  Torridon,  and  instructed  the  Committee  on  the 
il-^hUadaand  laUnds  to  continue  services  at  Alegin  snd  Torridon  aa  heretofore." 

DiaRUFTION  BXOOBD& 

Kr.  THOMAS  BROWN,  Dean,  Edinburgh,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
^  this  tahgeei.  Mr.  Brown  reported  that  additional  information  for  the  "  Annals  *' 
Mheoi  asBi  in  during' the  year,  and  mentioned  that,  oat  of  47i  ministers  who 
vest  oat  at  the  Diamption,  840  had  died,  and  the  184  that  remained  were  rapidly 
ytsihig  away.  Ho  appealed  to  anrviving  ministers  to  send  in  their  reminiscences 
to  the  eaBmitlee. 

On  tho  moUon  of  Mr.  LAUGHTON,  Greenock,  seconded  by  Mr.  DAVID 
U  AC  LAGAN  (elder),  the  committee  were  re-appointed. 

APPLICATION  BT  A  MIKISTXB, 

Mr.  Alex.  Mackenzie,  late  of  Strath,  who  was  suspended  at  the  Glasgow 
Assembly  for  dmnkenneas,  applied  to  have  the  aentence  of  suspension  cancelled,  he 
^f^^  now  in  Canada,  and  anxious,  aa  he  said,  to  engage  again  in  Christian  work. 

Principal  BAiNT  said  if  Mr.  Mackenzie  had  still  been  in  this  country  he  would 
^^  havt  agreed  to  the  sentence  of  suspension  being  cancelled,  but  aa  the  Preabytery 
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of  Toronto,  who  seemed  inellDed  to  take  Mr.  Mackenzie  on  trial,  eoold  judge  for 
themselyes  what  would  be  for  edification  within  their  bonnds,  he  moved — 

''  The  Geneiml  Assembly  resolve  to  consent  that  the  Presbyteiy  of  Toronto  or 
any  saperior  Court  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch  of  Canada  shonld  deal  with  Mr.  Mk- 
kenzie,  and  if  they  see  it  to  be  for  edification  should  relax  the  sentence  of  suspentioD, 
on  condition  that  he  be  not  allowed  to  officiate  in  Scotland  without  the  oonseat  of 
the  Qeneral  Assembly." 

Ttte  motion  wat  adopted. 

The  Assembly  adjonmed  at  fire  o*clock|  to  meet  again  on  Monday  at  ten. 


MOin)AY,   MAY   31,  1880. 

The  Assembly  resunked  its  sittings  this  forenoon  at  tdn  o'clock — ^Rev.  Dr.  Ooold, 
in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Thomas  Main,  Moderator. 

WIDOWS*   AKD  0BPHA9B'  WND. 

The  report  of  the  trustees  of  this  fund  (Appendix  XXXIX.)  waa  given  in  by 
Mr.  ROBERT  GORDON,  Buccleuch  Church,  Edinburgh. 

The  Assembly  received  the  report,  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  tha  eommiike. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WOOD,  C.A.,  the  actuary,  addressed  the  House  on  the  report 
of  the  result  of  the  inyestigation  into  the  position  of  the  fund,  whereby  they  bad 
been  able  to  increase  the  annuitiea  to  widows  and  orphans. 

Dr.  WILSOK  expressed  hia  extreme  gratification  to  find  the  aUte  of  the  fosd 
allowed  an  increased  grant  both  to  widows  and  orphans. 

Principal  RAINY  suggested  that  the  Assembly  should  renew  the  remit  to  ti)e 
committee  to  consider  as  to  the  admission  of  foreign  missionaries.  He  thoaght  it 
was  worth  while  to  call  attention  distinctly  to  the  very  material  increase,  especisUj 
to  the  annuities  to  children. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  Deyanha,  Aberdeen  (elder),  also  expressed  gratificaUon  it 
the  results 

The  report  was  received,  and  Principal  Rainy's  suggestion  agreed  to. 

FBOVISION  FOB  WIDOWS  OF  MINIBTraB. 

Mr.  DONALD  BEITH,  W.S.,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
hj  the  General  Assembly  of  1879  in  regard  to  the  provision  for  widows  sod 
daughters  of  ministers,  known  as  "  The  Mackintosh  Scheme."  It  stated  :— 
**  Immediately  after  the  Assembly  of  1879,  circulars  were  sent  to  the  congregationi 
of  the  Chnrch,  asking  their  adhesion  to  the  sclieme.  Upwards  of  200  returns  were 
made,  the  import  'of  which  generally  was  that  the  deacons'  court  of  the  congregationi 
sending  them  cordially  approved  of  the  scheme,  but  that,  from  circumatanoec,  tbej 
were  unable  at  present  practically  to  adopt  it  The  circumstances  stated  as  josUf;^* 
ing  this  answer  were  chiefly  and  generally  the  depressed  state  of  the  ooontry  in  its 
commercial  and  agricultural  interests,  and,  in  a  number  of  cases,  because  of  specitl 
burdens  affecting  the  particular  congregation  in  respect  of  ohurch  or  manae  buildingr 
or  other  like  cause.  In  no  case  was  disapproval  expressed.  On  the  eontraiy,  tb« 
hope  seemed  to  be  entertained  that  at  a  future  time  the  scheme  might  be  adopted. 
During  the  year  a  good  deal  of  the  time  of  the  committee,  and  particularly  of  Mr. 
Mackintosh  himself,  was  taken  up  with  an  endeavour  to  get  the  Poreign  Hissioa 
Committee  to  apply  to  this  scheme  a  Urge  fund  at  its  disposal  for  providing  for  the 
widows  and  families  of  foreign  misBlonaries.  The  committee  did  not  see  their  vsr 
to  make  such  a  use  of  the  fund  in  question;  and  the  same  was  at  present  unavailable 
for  starting  the  Mackintosh  Scheme,  as  it  was  hoped  would  have  been  the  case." 

We  had  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  Mr.  Beith  added,  on  this  subject  in  the 
Foreign  Committee.  What  Mr.  Msekintosh  contended  for,  as  I  understood,  vbs 
that  it  wonld  be  quite  reasonable  that  the  foreign  missionaries  should  be  pot  on 
precisely  the  same  footing  as  regards  the  existing  scheme  as  the  ministers  of  ths 
Church  are.    They  pay  £7  a-year  to  the  existing  fund,  and  what  was  proposed  b; 
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Sfr.  MiekiiiUwh  uid  his  friends  wtm  that  from  the  stlaries  of  foreign  miBaioxLariea 
ptid  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  £7  shoold  be  deducted  and  qiplied  to 
^re  them  the  benefit  of  the  existing  fand,  and  that  any  surplna  neceasaiy  for 
psttiagthem  on  the  same  footing  as  the  home  miniatert  ahonld  be  giren  ont  from 
the  foBd  in  the  hands  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee  for  making  a  proyiaion  for 
the  widows  tnd  families  of  foreign  missionaries.  I  beliere  the  caleolation  is  that 
tJ)«  diflereaee  on  the  rate — making  allowance  for  rariona  climates  and  additional 
iuannee  risk  on  the  Urea  of  parties  resident  in  the  East — wonld  be  small.  In 
hidk,  I  aadetstoody  that  £1,  10a.  additional  wonld  make  op  for  the  additional  risk, 
ud  what  we  proposed  waa  that  thla  £1, 10a.  ahonld  come  ont  of  the  fund  which  the 
F«RigB  Mission  Committee  hold,  and  that  the  rest  of  that  fund  should  be  applied 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Mackintosh  Fund.  The  question  has  not  been  finally  diapoaed 
of  jet,  I  onderatand;  it  ia  atill  9ubjvdic€^  and  after  certain  inquiries  which  are  in 
«uie  of  being  made,  I  hope  the  committee  will  be  able  to  take  that  view  alao. 

The  report  proeeeda : — "  The  only  congregations,  ao  Car  aa  the  committee  know, 
vbo  bare  aa  yet  agreed  to  adopt  the  aeheme,  are  Free  SU  Gkorge%  Edinburgh ; 
uiefiarelaj  Choreh,  Edinbnrgh;  the  Dunoon  Free  Church;  and  they  thought  they 
UTidd  the  Free  Church  of  Lochgilphead.  Abroad,  the  Free  Church  congregation 
»f  Gileatta  haa  reaolred  to  aecure  the  benefit  of  the  aeheme  for  their  minister,  and 
»kii  the  congregation  of  Pan,  i|i  France.  The  profesaora  of  the  Glasgow  College 
^Hj  in  the  meantime,  declined,  on  account  of  other  special  burdens,  to  conncci. 
'^UaielTea  wiUi  it.  No  anawer  haa  been  receired  from  the  Collegea  of  either 
l^iSngb  or  Abeideen,  nor  froii^  any  of  the  officiala  of  the  Free  Church  ofiSces. 
i^ihele  thing  ia  thna^ot  encour^ing.  It  ia  certainly,  aa  regards  it,  the  day  of 
m^  yea  of  reiy  small,  thinga.  But,  at  the  aame  time,  the  committee  are  far 
^h^eaa;  and  they  tmat  the  Aaaembly  may  aee  fit  to  re-appoint  them,  at  least 
fvrootberyear.  The  times  have  been  aerioualy  against  the  enterprise.  But  it  ia 
t«  be  hoped  that  by  another  year  or  two  the  country  may  be  in  such  improved 
'.rcoaieiices  that  tLia. scheme,  so  much  dese^ing  support,  may  be  fairly  floated. 
^- till,  It  all  events,  by  that  time  be  put  to  the  t^st  whether  it  is  reasonable  to 
i»^Te  ibat  it  will  be  received  by  the  country  or  no.** 

Mr.  DAYID  MACL AOAN,  Edinburgh  (elder),  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
o^  tbe  reappointment  of  the  committee.  The  Foreign  Misaion  Committee,  he 
^eationed,  had  by  no  means  tJirown  overboard  the  aeheme  of  Mr.  Mackintoah,  and 
^Tta  if  it  bo  finally  decided  to  go  to  Parliament  for  an  Act  to  place  the  miaaionaries 
« tbe  Widowa'  Fund  along  wiUi  home  miniatera,  they  atill  hoped  that,  if  funds  were 
irtiiable,  they  might  be  lUao  placed  npon  the  additional  fund  of  Mr.  Mackintosh. 
"ntn  were  all  extremely  anxious  that  their  ministers  and  missionaries  should  have 
a  miuble  provision  made  for  their  widows  and  children.  Few  things  were  sadder 
'^  tbe  soffering  to  which  the  families  of  our  ministers  and  miasionarles  are 
^xpoeed  on  the  early  death  of  the  head  of  the  hoasehold.  He  expressed  the  deep 
'^•igfttioB  under  which  the  Church  lay  to  Mr.  Mackintoah  for  his  devotion  and 
I'^ility  in  devising  this  aeheme.  It  was  disappointing  that  the  congregations  had 
Ajimponded  more  r^lly,  but  the  commercial  state  of  the  country  afforded  an 
iffiple  explanation  of  the  cause. 

Dr.  ADAM  seconded  the  motion.  ^ 

Hr.  HOWIE  felt  that,  owing  to  the  way  his  people  had  aoffered  in  Glasgow,  he 
^i  not  bring  this  scheme  before  his  deacons'  court,  but  aa  better  times  came  his 
'^cgKgition  might  be  counted  on  to  go  in  for  it. 

^e  report  was  received,  the  Aaaembly,  on  the  motion  of  Br.  HAIN Y,  specially 
rtaeving  tiieir  gratitude  to  Mr.  Mackintosh  for  the  zeal  and  wisdom  with  which  he 
^^  iaterested  himself  in  Uie  welfare  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  Church. 

rUHD  VOB  FBE-DISBUPnON  HINISTSBS. 

Hr.  WOOB  submitted  the  report  for  the  committee  for  the  distribution  of  the 
^M  for  the  pre-Biaruption  miniaters.  The  amount  of  funda  placed  at  their  disposal 
'ortbejear  1879-80  waa  jC2690,  15b.  7d.  Thia  bad  enabled  them  to  make  np  the 
'^^peods  of  the  year  to  Wbitaunday  1879,  of  parochial  and  guoad  sacra  miniatera  in 
W  cbargea,  to  £200  and  £185  reapectively.  Grants  of  £40  to  parochial  ministers 
^^^  eoUeagnea  or  emeriti,  and  where  their  stipends  or  retiring  allowancea  did  not 
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ezeeed  £160,  and  of  £25  to  quoad  $aera  minitten  in  a  aimilar  position,  MalM 
been  paid. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  BAIKY,  seconded  bj  Dr.  B£GG,  who  acknowledged  ike 
inestimable  ?alae  of  Hr.  Wood's  senrices  in  matters  of  finance,  the  report  iti 
approred. 

AOSD  AUD  XSTFIBM  HIV1STIB8  FUNO« 

Dr.  WILSON,  \n  gWing  in  ibis  report,  said  it  was  gratifying  to  state  the  sum 
invested  was  £100,000.  (Applause.)  Wlien  the  fond  was  originally  inBtiiat«d  in 
1848,  it  was  contemplated  that  the  investment  to  be  aimed  at  in  the  long  ron  vas 
£100,000.  It  was  not  contemplated  that  anything  beyond  that  in  the  form  of 
capital  fund  would  be  required.  £100,000  would  yield  in  interest  less  than  £4000. 
The  amount  proposed  to  be  granted  was  £6755,  so  that,  in  order  to  be  perfectly  nfe, 
and  without  making  a  demand  on  the  future  generation,  they  would  require  aeipit&t 
fund  of  £50,000  more.  At  the  time  of  the  Disruption  they  had  a  comparatifely 
small  number  of  ministers  advanced  in  years.  Of  recent  years  the  pre-Ditraptioo 
ministers,  and  those  ordained  at  and  about  the  time  of  the  Dismption,  had  been 
coming  in  very  rapidly  upon  the  fund,  so  rapidly  tliat  during  the  last  feor  or  6Te 
years  the  claims  that  were  made  at  each  successive  Assembly  were  about  doable  ti>e 
claims  that  lapsed  by  reason  of  death.  They  had  an  average  aboot  eight  or  sine 
deaths  in  the  year,  while  the  claims  notr  amounted  to  about  eighteen  or  nlneieeo. 

Mr.  M'MICKINO,  Helensburgh,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  poi&ied 
ont  that  since  1858  this  fond  ha<i  received  in  interest,  donations  for  distribatioo, 
legacies,  and  collections,  £64,576.  Payments  to  ministers  and  expenses  btd 
amounted  to  £58,976, 16s.  2d.,  leaving  a  balance  of  £5599.  That  bataaee  formed 
part  of  the  capital  fund  of  £100,000,  though  St  was  really  a  anm  available  for 
distribution. 

The  report  was  approved. 

Dr.  Q.  R  DAVIDSON  gave  It  as  his  opinion  that  those  who  had  subscribed  to 
the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  were  doing  a  great  serviee,  not  only  t«  tbe 
ministers,  but  to  the  Snatentation  Fund  in  particular. 

The  report  was  approved. 

JUDICIAL  FUKCnOITB  OF  THE  CBUBOH. 

The  Oommittee  on  the  Judicial  Functions  of  the  Chnrch  reeommended  that,  in 
view  of  existing  circnmstances  in  the  Chnrch,  consideration  of  any  change  in  tbe 
manner  of  discharging  judicial  functions  be  still  postponed  in  the  meantime,  ssd 
that  tbe  committee  be  reappointed,  with  Its  previous  instructions. 

Tills  waa  agreed  to. 

OLASsnro  bbtushb  to  ovshtdbes. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  Class  Betnms  to  the  one  overture  which  hsdbeffi 
transmitted  to  Presbyteries  for  their  opinion  was  given  in.  The  overture  in  qnestioo 
referred  to  the  coipistitution  and  power  of  foreign  Presbyteries,  and  proposed  eerUln 
enactments  thereanent  It  was  proposed  among  other  things — **  That  each  foreign 
Presbytery  be  allowed  to  count  the  additional  membership  of  two  missionsries  tf 
equivalent  to  the  addition  of  one  sanctioned  charge  in  the  matter  of  representatioB.'' 
Seven  Presbyteries  had  disapproved  the  overture ;  thirty-one  made  no  return ;  tod 
forty,  being  a  majority  of  two  of  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Church,  approved  tbe  over- 
ture. The  Presbytery  of  Madras,  among  the  foreign  Presbyteries,  dia approved  vfa« 
overture. 

Dr.  WILSON*  moved  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  decided 
and  general  expression  of  the  mind  of  the  Church  on  the  subject,  the  overtar« 
should  not  be  passed  into  a  standing  law  of  the  Chnrch. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

OOLLBCTIONB  FOB  TBI  TIAB. 

Mr.  GEOBOS  REITH,  Glasgow,  sUted  that  the  committee  appointed  to  frame 
an  Act  aoent  coHecfcions  reeommended  that  the  following  collections  be  made  dorias 
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tJ»  toioJDfryetr  {n  ill  tii«  oongr^lftlions  of  the  Frae  Chnrcli  of  Scotland,  viz. : — Oa 
(tie  foofdi  SabbAth  of  June,  for  the  Coloaial  Scheme;  oa  the  third  Sabbath  of  July, 
:or the EfwgeliakioB  of  (he  Masses;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  September,  for  the 
Ctturdi  tad  Maase  BaUding  Fond;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  October,  for  the  High- 
iiadi  and  Islands;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  Kovember,  for  the  Pre-Dismption 
Miainei^  Fond,  and  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministara'  Fand ;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of 
Deeember,  ler  the  Conrersioa  of  the  Jews ;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  January,  for  the 
OoDtiacnt;  oa  the  third  Sabbath  of  Febmarj,  for  the  College  Fond  ;  on  the  third 
NibUth  of  March,  for  the  Edacation  Fund ;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  April,  for  the 
Htne  MiisioD.  They  also  recommended  the  General  Assembly  to  appoint  that  a 
ctlleetiQn  be  made  for  Foreign  Missions  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  July  in  those  con- 
cregttioBs vhieh  bad  no  association  in  aid  of  that  scheme;  and  that  ministers 
(iuwid  gife  an  opportonity  to  their  people  to  contribnta  to  the  funds  of  the  Ladiea* 
Aoodation  for  Female  Edacation  in  India  and  Africa. 
After  some  remarks  by  members  on  the  number  of  collections, 
Tbe  Assembly  approved  of  the  recommendations,  and  framed  them  into  an  Act 
ueorjiugly, 

OOLLBAOUBS  AND  BTJOCESSOBS. 

Mr.  CO  VAN,  Troon  (in  room  of  Br.  Qoold,  conTener),gaTe  in  the  Report  of  the 
Caaiitcs  on  Applications  for  Colleagues  and  Successors,  &o.  They  recommended 
^tk  following  grants  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  sanctioned  by 
I'jtOaeral  Assemblyy  be  now  confirmed,  and  from  the  improved  position  of  the 
fa^dtwed,  namely: — James  Begg,  D.D.,  Kewington,  Edinburgh,  £80.  A.  O. 
I^rib.  John's,  Dundee,  £80.  John  Laird,  Cupar,  £80.  A.  Moody-Stoart,  D.B., 
^^'iiSdinbnrgh,  £70.  D.  S.  Ferguson,  Stracben,  £40.  Alexander  Wilson, 
^-i^uxi,  QIasgow,  £60.  John  Longmnir,  LL.D.,  Mariners'  Church,  Aberdeen, 
Ci  Huim  Watson,  Hatho,  £60. 
^  following  new  applications  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  grant  from 

^«isedaad  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  were  passed  : — James  Pearson,  Kilarrow;  G. 

\  Knight,  ISsst  Wemyss ;   Dr.  Spence,  Kilbirnie ;  John  Reid  Omond,  Monzie ; 

^«aii  Draock,  Middle  Church,  Perth ;  James  M'Clymont,  Denholm  (an  assist- 

^'  ;  John  Hurray,   Abdie;    Dr.   M^Lauchlan,   St.  Columba's,  Edinburgh;    Dr. 

T:?2us  Main,  St.  Mary's,  Edinburgh ;  C.  S.  Stewart,  Fort-William ;  John  Lyon, 

"•^tCbnicb,  Brooghty  Ferry;  David  Paton,  Fettercairn;  John  Allan,  Garmouth; 

|'»il6oii  Rose,  East  Church,  Brechin ;  Edward  Hayman,  Dalmelliogton ;  Dr.  W. 

I'  Snrith,  Keig  and  Tough ;  Robert  Philip,  M'Crie  Church,  Edinburgh ;  Thomas 

'iCiindl^  Yarrow  (assistant) ;  John  Buchanan,  FuncUal,  Madeira  (grant  from  the 

'r~^  sad  lafirm  JTmisters'  Fund  only). 

RODKHTB  AVD  miTIBTlBS  TBOX  OTHZB  OHUBCBES. 

^.  J.  C.  M'PHAIL  gave  in  the  report  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  students 
^  nisisteis  from  other  Churches.    In  accordance  therewith — 

fi  the  ease  of  Mr.  Laochlan  M'Lachlan,  who  has  passed  through  the  full 
'*^'S8Uini  of  study  in  the  Arts  classes  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  has  also 
*^*ffi^  for  four  years  the  theological  classes  in  the  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow, 
1. 1 failed  to  pass  the  Board  examinations,  and  now  asks  that  he  may  be  taken  on 
'^^for  license — Uie  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with 
'  ^^eieeset  of  parties,  and  having  in  view  the  decision  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
•  *T7ia  this  ease,  but  finding  that  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  recommend  that  the 
VP'-etUon  be  granted,  dispense  in  his  case  with  the  necessity  of  passing  the  Board 
ruiaiiiAdoiig^  and  empower  the  Presbytery  to  take  him  on  trials  for  license  as  a 
r-ifaitioBer  el  Oie  Free  Chureh. 

In  tbe  ease  of  Mr.  David  A.  Dickson,  student,  who  spent  the  session  1878.79 
•^  feeoDd  icssion  of  his  theological  courne)  studying  divinity  at  Leipzig,  who,  dur- 
-^  ibe  eessioa  which  has  just  terminated,  attended  the  classes  of  the  third  year, 
lU  ia  addition  to  these  Professor  Davidson's  senior  class  (of  the  second  year),  and 
*S4  ptayi  thti  the  second  session  of  his  theologieal  curriculum  may  be  counted  as 
^'^^  Kukm — ^tbe  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with 
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ftcqaieseeiiM  of  parties,  agrae  to  g;fani  the  appUoatioD,  and  allow  the  winter  nuke 
■pent  in  Qermany  to  connt  aa  one  ol  tbe.fonr  aeaaiona  of  hia  tbealesMaleouN. 

In  the  eaie  of  Ber.  Sidoba  Bapoojee  lCisal»  formerly  Ofdalned  CongrogKiouI 
niniater  of  the  Amorieaa  Board  of  Hl8«io«%  and.  who  has  baan,  eonaeeted  vilh  the 
Free  Chnreh  H iaaion  ainoe  1871,  and  is  already  practically  a  |'imi»  Ghorek  nu- 
aionaiy,  making  application  through  the  Preabjtery  ol  Bontihay  io  JbaTepetndinto 
the  Free  Church  aa  an  ordained  paatoi^the  Qeneial  AaaemUy,  on  ihe.»ptfio( 
their  oommlttee,  with  aoqaieaoenoo  of  partiea,  agree  to  gnmt  tho  app^eiitioa»  tsd 
receive  Mr.  Miial  aa  an  ordained  paator»  *'  bnt  on  the  ezpreaaed  undentaadisg  t^ 
thia  will  not  inToWe  or  neceaaitate  any  change  in  aalary  or  loeality^bot hwnfer- 
enee  aolely  to  a  matter  of  ecoleaiaatieal  recognition." 

In  the  caae  of  Hr.  Andrew  Campbell,  Uy  miaaionary,  Paefaambi^  who  applks 
through  the  Free  Preabytery  of  Calcutta,  for  leare  to  be  taken  on  trials  forlioesK 
and  ordination  aa  a  miaaionaiy  to  the  Santala,  among  wliom  hia.  laboen  lure 
already  been  greatly  bleaaed — ^the  General  Aaaembly,  on  the  repoii  of  their  coDaiu 
tee,  with  acqnieacenoe  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  applieation,  and  aotiMffiM  the 
Free  Preabytery  of  Calcutta  to  take  Mr.  Campbell  on  triala  for  licenae  and  erdiu- 
tion,  but  only  aa  a  miBsionaiy  to  the  Santala. 

In  the  caae  of  the  Bev.  Jamea  Beattie,  late  of  Melboanke,  and  formerly  amhuiier 
of  the  Free  Church,  the  Assembly  find  that  the  application  is  unnecessaiy. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Alexander  Sutherland,  student,  who  was  prerented  through 
ill-health  from  presenting  himself  at  the  Exit  Board  Examination,  applying  for 
leare  to  pass  a  modified  examination,  or  to  be  allowed  to  be  taken  on  trials  for 
license  without  delay — ^the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  commiltte, 
with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and  authorise  the  Pres- 
bytery, within  whose  bounda  he  may  be  resident,  to  take  the  petitioner  on  trials  for 
license  without  delay.  The  Assemlily  grant  the  dispensation  on  apecial  grounds,  i& 
respect  of  which  it  does  not  now  appear  to  be  reasonable  or  desirBble  to  call  upon 
this  student  to  prepare  for  and  pass  the  exit  examination. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Telford,  student,  who  has  passed  the  entrance  and  eiit 
Board  examinations,  but  who  was  prevented  from  presenting  himself  for  the 
entrance  examination  until  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  his  attendance,  aod  who 
craves,  through  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  that  the  aeaalon  1876-77  mty  ^ 
allowed  to  count  aa  a  regular  aession,  in  order  that  he  may  be  taken  on  trftU  f« 
license — the  (General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqaiesoence 
of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and  authoriae  the  Preabytery  of  Edinbar;g^ 
to  take  Mr.  Telford  on  triala  for  license. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas  Qregory,  B.A.  Oxon,  who  has  now  gpent  seven  jeirs 
in  his  University  course,  three  at  the  University  of  Glasgow  and  four  at  the  Usl 
veraity  of  Oxford,  and  now  applies,  through  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  that  be 
be  allowed  to  complete  hia  theological  course  in  three  years — ^the  Gkneral  AssembW. 
on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqnieacenoe  of  partiea,  agree  to  grant  Mr. 
Gregory'a  application,  and  allow  him  to  complete  hia  theological  course  in  three 
yeara ;  it  being  understood  that  Mr.  Gregory  shall  take  the  advice  of  tlM  Beaatas  oi 
the  College  he  may  attend  as  to  the  best  way  of  completing  hia  conne. 

In  the  caae  of  Bev.  Alexander  F.  Douglas,  a  miniater  first  of  the  English  Preibr- 
terian  Church,  and  then  of  the  Preabyterian  Church  of  New  Zealand,  but  who  hai 
been  obUged  to  return  to  Scotland  for  reaaona  conneeted  with  the  health  of  bn 
family,  and  also  because  two  sons  are  intending  to  study  for  the  Chnroh  In  Seotland 
and  who  now  applies,  through  the  Free  Preabytery  of  Bdinbargh,  for  admission  Ibu 
the  Free  Church — the  Cteneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  will 
acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and  admit  Mr.  Douglas  u  i 
miniater  of  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Bev.  John  Pirie,  formerly  a  miniater  of  the  Free  Chnreh,  v» 
lately  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church — the  Assembly  find  thai  the  appUcaii<i^ 
la  unneceasaiy. 

In  the  caae  of- the  Bev.  Bobert  S.  Duff,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Free  Ch&iel< 
and  an  ordained  miniater  of  the  Free  Preabytery  of  Taamama,  who  appliea,  throng 
the  Free  Preabytery  of  Edinburgh,  for  admiaaion  into  the  Free  Chureli--the  Geaen 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  aeqnieacenoe  of  parties,  agree  i 
grant  the  applieation,  and  admit  Mr.  Doff  as  a  miniater  of  the  Free  Ohnroh. 
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la  dtt  Cite  of  ike  B«r.  Joba  F<unie,  a  lieeniiate  of  the  Free  Churob,  and  a& 
oflUised  Biaieter  of  the  BngUsb  Preebjieciau  Chiucb,  Uie  Aaaembly  find  that  the 
appliatkii  is  QBiieeeiiuj. 

In  tbecue  of  BeT.  John  Taylor,  lately  mhiiatev  of  the  Congregational  Ohnxeb, 
CoUcB,  appljing  Ibroogh  the  Free  Pjeeby  teiy  of  Aberdeen  for  admisaion  into  the 
Free  Gkoch,  after  attending  another  complete  eeeaion  at  the  Theological  Hall-~*-the 
Geaeol  Aaeahly  deeU&e  the  wpUoation. 

la  the  eaae  of  Kr.  Andrew  J.  Mnrdoch,  a  student  who  haa  attended  the  claaaes 
i&  the  Kew  College,  Sdinbnrgh,  for  three  years  as  a  private  student,  and  now 
petlUena  that  he  may  be  taken  on  triala  for  Ucenae— the  General  Asaemblyi  on  the 
npoit  of  their  committee,  decline  to  grant  Mr.  Murdoch's  application. 

Ii  tfee  cue  of  Ber.  W.  Robertson,  formerly  minister  of  the  Original  Beoession 
Coifngation  of  Dondee,  applying  through  ^e  Free  Presbytery  of  Qlaagow  for 
adflJiden  to  the  aUnistiy  ol  Uie  Free  Church— the  Oeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report 
af  tieir  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and 
adait  Kr.  Bobertson  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

la  the  case  of  the  F^e  Church  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  cxaTing  that  the  Presbytery 
of  Aberdeen  be  empowered  to  take  on  trials  for  license  cejptain  students  in  regard 
to  v1m»,  owing  to  an  orersight,  the  usual  circular  lettersvhad  not  been  received — 
^  Geaoal  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
f^itkiy  agree  to  grant  leave  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  to  take  those  students 
1^  trills  for  license. 

Vr.  FOBTEOIJS,  Ballantrae,  raised  the  question  whether  it  was  necessaiy  for 
aintaa  with  a  statoa  of  this  kind  to  make  application  to  the  Assembly  for  admis- 
BaUtlieFreeGhnreh. 

fr  HBNBT  MONCBEIFF  held  that  under  the  Legislation  of  187S-4,  the 
ij^otukas  were  nnnecessavy  in  the  case  of  persons  licensed  originally  by  Presby- 
tain  of  this  Church — ^all  that  wss  needful  being  that  they  should  present  their 

(7v<ieaiials  to  any  of  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Church  in  which  they  proposed  to 

ibear. 

Thig  Tiew  was  generally  acquiesced  in. 

hi  i^gsid  to  Mr.  Thomsa  Oregoiy,  mentioned  above, 

Hz.  MTHAIL  laid  this  was  the  first  case  of  this  kind,  of  a  young  man  coming 
Ina  OxfMd  to  seek  admission  into  their  Clmrcb,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  the 
t)«si>siag  of  a  state  of  things  thai  would  tend  greatly  to  the  advancement  of  the 
ebaiter  of  the  Church  before  the  world. 

Piofeisor  LINDSAY  said  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  this  esse  wss  one  of 
MTeiaL  The  Snell  Exhibitions,  whidi  were  taking  tiie  best  of  the  Qlasgow  men  up 
to  Oifoid,  were  origiiiaUy  intended  to  provide  candidates  for  what  were  called  holy 
finietB  in  the  SeoiclL  Episcopal  Church.  If  they  could  turn  the  tide  and  bring  these 
reog  SMS  to  the  Free  Chureh,  it  would  be  a  dedrable  thing.  Sir  Henty  Mon- 
£<«iff  was  the  only  Ozfosd  man  amongst  them,  but  he  hoped  Sir  Henry  would  soon 
^Teaefenl  Junior  oolieagnes  along  with  him. 

Sir  HBKBT  MONCBEIFF  expressed  the  plessure  it  gave  him  to  pass  this 
ippIieaUoe. 

Xr.  M'PHAIL  said  it  should  be  known  that  the  Church  would  favourably  con* 
64er  ill  such  cases. 

In  the  ease  of  the  Bev.  John  Taylor,  lately  minister  of  the  Congregational 
(^areh,  Cullen,  applying  throagh  the  F^e  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  for  admission  into 
^  Fiee  Chmdit  after  attending  another  complete  session  at  the  TheologicaU  Hall, 
1^  CBrnmHtee  reeemmended  that  Mr.  Taylor  should  attend  another  complete  session 
v.  the  Hall,  and  then  apply  to  next  Assembly  for  sdmissioa  into  the  Chureh. 

^nkaaot  LINDSAY  moved  that  the  application  be  not  granted.  This  gentle- 
^  ns  eriginaUy  a  member  of  the  Free  Church.  During  a  revival,  be  became 
tui<na  to  engage  in  ministerial  work,  but  instead  of  going  and  studying  at  their 
^^  he  joined  a  Church  which  did  not  exact  that  study.  He  now  came  at  the 
Q^  of  the  time  be  should  have  been  studying  and  asked  to  be  admitted  a  minister 
af  the  Chareh.  It  would  be  doing  the  utmost  injustice  to  their  students  were  such 
»CM«iaated. 

JCr.  LAUOHTON,  Oreenoek,  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  HBNDEBSON,  of  Devanha  (eider),  thooght  the  Assembly  should  know 
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Bomething  aboot  Mr.  Taylor.  He  minUtered  to  a  Free  Church  congreg&iioa  for 
about  six  months  when  there  was  a  yaeancj,  and  he  understood  they  intended  to 
have  given  him  a  call  if  they  could  have  done  so.  He  was  so  acceptable  to  them 
that  they  felt  he  would  prove  a  very  excellent  pastor  to  the  congregation. 

Mr.  COWAN  hoped  the  Aberdeen  friends  would  not  press  this  esse. 

The  application  was  then  declined. 

Several  cases  of  dispensations  to  students  in  respect  to  the  passing  of  the  Exit 
Board  Examinations  led  to  a  short  discussion  on  the  impropriety  of  gianting  Back 
dispensations,  unless  under  very  special  circumstsnces,  with  the  view  to  gnard  ibf 
scholarship  of  the  Church. 

CHURCH  ABD  MAKSB  BOILDniO.  ' 

Professor  MACOREOOR  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Church  and  Manse  Baildisg 
Committee  (Appendix  X.)  In  laying  the  report  on  the  table,  Profeasor  McGregor 
incidentally  remarked  that  he  had  to  go  through  the  Highlands  in  support  of  thii 
scheme  some  time  ago,  and  he  found  the  people  veiy  fiery  en  the  theological  qaei- 
tion,  and  not  inclined  to  give.  He  asked  them  if  they  thought  a  man  lUielj  to  be 
made  orthodox  by  being  kept  in  the  open  air  t  (Laughter.)  A  manse  was  realij  t 
valuable  endowment^  and  he  vigorously  pleaded  the  necessity  for  providing  com- 
fortable manses  for  all  their  ministers.  Many  of  these  rushed  np  after  the  Jh- 
ruption,  like  Apollo's  lute,  almost  without  any  conscious  effort,  but  now  they  were 
sadly  out  of  repair,  especially  in  the  North. 

BVXQD  BIOOBOS. 

Mr.  PURYES,  Wardie,  for  the  Committee  on  Synod  Records,  reported  that  all 
the  books  of  Synods  had  been  examined  and  found  to  be  properly  and  accoraUly 
kept,  as  were  also  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  Commissions  and  vuious  committees 
of  the  Chnrcb. 

FtJBLICATIONB  OF  THS  OHUBCH. 

Mr.  J.  0.  CUNNINGHAM,  St  Luke's,  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  oa 
Publications.  The  circulation  of  the  Mon&ly  Rtoord  had  increased  by  1000,  and 
now  stood  higher  than  at  any  previous  year,  being  46,000 ;  the  CMdnn*$  Btcord 
had  a  circulation  of  76,000,  being  2000  above  last  year.  The  circulation  of  the 
ChUUc  Quarterly  Jtecord,  about  1800  copies,  had  been  continued  daring  the  put  year. 
In  regard  to  the  ChUdren^s  Meeord,  it  Imd  to  i>e  remarked  that  it  waa  now  the  meaai 
of  not  inconsiderable  yearly  addition  to  the  funds  of  the  Church.  The  juvenile  cod- 
tribntions  for  1879  exceeded  £4400,  largely  the  result^  it  could  scarcely  be  doobted, 
of  the  information  given,  and  the  interest  stimulated  by  means  of  the  OiMm'i 
Beeord,  It  was  a  significant  fact  that,  in  the  Sabbath-schools  where  it  was  reported 
as  having  still  no  circulation,  there  was  very  generally  a  corresponding  blsnk  is 
the  colunm  for  missionary  contributions.  The  committee  bad  nnder  eonsideraUon 
the  question  of  the  expediency  and  possibility  of  originating  a  moniUy  magaiine, 
in  which  the  work  and  progress  of  the  Church  at  home  might  be  reported,  the 
methods  employed  for  promoting  congregational  efficiency  might  be  discussed,  and 
spaee  allotted  to  instructive  and  devotional  reading.  The  committee  did  not  regard 
it  aa  within  their  province  to  undertake  either  editorial  or  financial  reaponsihilitiefl 
in  connection  with  a  msgaaine  of  the  kind  described ;  at  the  same  time,  having 
learned  that  an  eminent  publishing  firm  to  whieh  the  Chnreh  waa  already  under 
great  obligations,  contemplated  issuing  at  an  early  date  a  periodieal  designed  to 
aceompllsh  the  objects  above  sped&ed,  the  eommittee  had  intimated  to  that  fim 
their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  publication  would  render  important  aerviee  to  ths 
Church,  and  would  merit  its  cordial  and  general  support.  Mr.  Cunningham  briefly 
went  over  the  various  points  in  the  reportb 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report^  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  WILSON,  seconded  by  Dr.  GOOLD,  it  waa  vsaolved  to 
appoint  a  Law  Committee  to  assist  Mr.  Cowan  in  any  ease  where  dvil  aetioB  mig^^ 
be  threatened  in  regard  to  any  matter  eonneeted  with  their  Frea  ohuohea. 
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TBS  FAH-PBESBTTSBUN  COUNCIL. 

Prafeiior  BLAlKIfi  robmltted  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  General 
PreBbjteriftD  Cooneil.  The  report  referred  to  the  list  of  delegates  sanctioned  by 
lU  Comminion  of  Kovember  last,  of  whom,  howerer,  six  had  intimated  their  in- 
kbWitj  to  attend  the  Conncil  In  their  stead  the  committee  recommended  the 
aojnes  of  Dr.  Goold  and  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  ministers ;  and  A.  E.  Staart 
On;,£M{.,  and  Dr.  George  Smith,  elders ;  and  further  saggested  that  the  committee 
be  reappotated,  and  aothorised  to  fill  np  the  other  Tacancies,  or  anj  new  yacancies 
tint  might  oeeor.  The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray 
tteaml>ttt  and  railway -fare  to  Philadelphia  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
'•i'tpktf  isd  that  they  be  authorised  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  raising  such 
uod.  Several  of  the  delegates  had  intimated  their  intention  to  go  at  their  own 
^'cute,  sad  the  American  Committee  were  to  provide  steamboat  and  railway 
t'kets for  three  members  asked  to  prepare  papers  for  the  meeting.  Dr.  Blaikie 
uist  tint  the  ooramittee  thought  it  would  not  be  right  to  meet  the  expense  from  any 
(''  tie  eziiUng  fonds  of  the  Chnreh.  They  thought  that  £200  would  be  sufficient 
^?rtbe  objeeta.  In  addition  to  the  delegates,  It  was  known  that  some  other  ministers 
vai Btahers  of  the  Chni«h  would  be  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  the  Council, 
ni  the  committee  advised  that  the  Assembly  should  recommend  that  those  should 
•tj^ay  piirileges  in  conneetion  with  the  meeting  which  the  Council  might  allow. 
HtifiTediA  aeeoidanoe  with  these  recommendations  of  the  committee. — Agreed. 

TBI  KBIAT  ATFLIOATION. 

Jk  BLAlKIfi  submitted  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  from 

Ukr^iikiag  the  Assembly  to  make  a  special  arrangement  for  the  support  of  the 

>44ti7,  indi  as  that  made  with  Portmoak,  in  the  same  Presbytery,  either  perman* 

cKijflriBti]  ineh  time  as  the  claim  of  the  eongregntion  to  the  equal  dividend  came 

^  be  ooBiidered.    They  pointed  out — first,  that  the  specialty  in  the  Kelty  case  was 

'^  it  Its  not  properly  a  Church  extension  charge,  having  come  out  with  its  min- 

^'^,  Mr.  Duncan,  from  the  parish  church  of  Cleish  in  1848 ;  second,  that  the 

Aaoably  bad  already  dealt  by  special  arrangement  with  similar  cases,  ss  for  ex- 

>cp)e,  Ebjnie.    The  case  of  Kelty  was  strengthened  by  the  circumstance  that  it 

*uitoBoe  a  poorer  loeality  and  a  larger  mission  field  than  Rhynie,  and  that  upon 

i^f  umcly  eneouragement  it  might  now  meet  with,  it  was  probable  that  the  entire 

'liAtt  of  the  congregation  would  depend ;  third,  the  congregation  had  not  succeeded 

i^keepiagop  to  the  £80 — the  mark  at  which  it  aimed  at  resanction — but  it  bad 

;**ae  its  besty  and  acted  all  along  with  a  liberality  greatly  in  advance  of  anything 

•3  the  psst,  when  Its  minister  was  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend ;  and, 

'^^,  the  eongregation  received  no  outside  support  from  the  Mining  Company,  as 

*>)  prebsUy  the  case  with  most  mining  congregations.    Further,  Kelty  was  the 

^^  coBgregatfon  in  the  Presbytery  which  had  no  manse,  and  the  minister  received 

Mthis^ia  lieu  of  boose  rent.    The  committee  reported  that  the  application  should 

^^Jeeliaed,  but  recommended  that  the  Home  Mission  Committee  be  instructed  to 

'^wAa  &voaimbIy  any  application  made  by  the  congregation  for  a  continuance,  in 

*^jie  or  in  part^  of  the  grant  now  expiring.— Agreed. 

CAUSEWATBND  STATION,  ABKBDEBN. 

Dr.  BLAIKIB  anbmitted  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  from  the 
'  ^ishjtoy  of  Abetdeen,  in  regard  to  ihe  territorial  charge  at  Caosewajend  Station, 
Vkfdeea,  whieh  set  forth  that  the  promoters  of  the  charge  were  led  to  invite  the 
i>r.  Joha  Bae,  formerly  of  Lebanon,  to  become  the  first  minister  of  the  said  charge ; 
<^  the  Home  Misaion  Committee  liad  found  itself  unable,  under  its  instructions,  to 
^^8Bd  the  aettlement  of  a  minister,  in  the  position  of  the  Rev.  John  Rae,  as  one 
'^'tlisg  (be  charge  to  the  benefit  of  the  additional  grant;  that  there  were  special 
Q^wslsnees,  whieh  the  Presbytery  asked  leave  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
*^f>tm»  eoaii-.viz.,  the  fact  that  this  difficulty,  as  to  the  grant,  did  not  dearly  pre- 
*^  itself  until  the  cheiee  of  a  pastor  had  been  made  i  that  Mr  Rae  was  induced,  at 
>  eiiaett  call  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  to  resign  a  fully-equipped  charge 
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at  home,  in  order  to  serre  the  Charch  in  Lebanon ;  and  that  he  wai  alio  in  effnt 
the  pastor  of  a  congregation  there,  under  the  joriadioiion  of  the  Free  Chorek.  Th« 
Presby  texy  therefore  submitted  this  statement  to  the  €knend  Assembly,  and  aikad 
them,  in  vieir  of  the  eircumstanceSt  to  authorise  the  Home  KiiBion  ComstLitee  to 
give  the  grant  under  the  amended  regulations  appUoabie  to  temtorial  ehargtt  a 
large  towns. 

The  committee  reported  in  favour  of  granting  the  appUeatioa. 

Dr.  WILSON  moved  that  the  petition  be  not  granted.   This  moti<m  hsviiig  been 
seconded, 

Mr.  FEBGU60N  of  Kinmundy  moved  that  the  petition  be  grtated,  and,  on  i 
show  of  hands,  the  latter  motion  was  adopted  by^  a  majority. 

IHB  HABIHILL  0BI7B0H  0181. 

Dr.  BLAIKIE  submitted  the  following  report:— <' In  the  ease  of  the  petitioaof 
the  Ministers'  and  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  of  Harthill,  with  coneonenea 
of  the  congregation,  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery — ^the  General  Assemblyi  <m  the 
report  of  &eir  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  aad 
authorise  the  Home  Hlasion  Committee  to  continae  the  grant  of  £30  for  another 
year,  in  the  expectation  that  by  that  time  the  congregation  will  become  entitled  to 
the  naual  allowance  from  the  Bapplementaiy  Sustentation  Fund." — Adopted. 

BLOOHAIBV  OHUBOB,  OLASOOW. 

Dr.  BLAIKIE  also  submitted  the  following :—"  In  the  case  of  the  petitioa  of 
the  Deaeons'  Court  of  Bloehaim  Free  Ohuroh,  Glasgow^  at  present  vacuity  with  the 
approval  of  the  Presbytery,  requesting  the  grant  from  the  Home  Mission  Fand, 
which  is  at  present  £70,  to  be  restored  to  Its  original  amount — ^via.,  £100^th« 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqnieiaoenee  of  parties, 
deeline  the  applioatioD,  on  the  gronnd^that  no  provision  is  made  in  the  regolalioai 
of  the  Home  Mission  Committee  for  such  aoontingenoy,  and  espeeiallj  in  respect  ef 
the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  funds  of  that  committee." 

Mr.  H0W1£>  Glasgow,  said  if  they  deolined  this  request,  such  was  the  porertT 
of  the  people,  that  the  Presbytery  would  be  unable  to  oontinue  that  congregation  u 
a  separate  charge. 

The  Assembly  adopted  the  committee's  recommendation,  and  dooliaed  the  impli- 
cation. 

THB  TBAHBFtBiarOB  OF  BTUDEinnSk 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  convener  of  the  committee  appointed  to  eonalde:! 
the  proposal  contained  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Tarland,  anant  the  tnaafex-l 
once  of  students,  submitted  a  report  of  the  committee : — **  The  oonunittee  eonaide^ 
that  it  is  highly  desirable  that  students  should,  as  far  as  posaibie,  oontinue  unde^ 
the  supervision  of  the  same  Presbytery  during  the  whole  of  their  theological  comae  i 
that  Presbyteries  should,  so  far  as  regards  their  supervision  of  the  literary  au^ 
theological  studies  of  their  stadents,  have  respect  to  the  work  preaoribed  by  Um 
Examination  Board,  so  that  they  may  not  be  unduly  burdened  with  preparation! 
that  they  should  ascertain  how  the  atudents  are  employed,  and  where  they  ar^ 
located  doring  the  summer  vacation ;  and  that,  in  the  event  of  a  atadent  paasinl 
at  any  stage  of  his  course,  to  another  Preabyteiy,  he  shall  apply  to  the  Presl^terj 
under  whose  jurisdiction  he  had  hitherto  been  for  a  regular  tninafereftoey  tobegivei 
in  the  form  of  an  extract  minute  of  Presbytery,  regarding  hla  ohaisaefter,  the  stA^ 
of  his  studies  at  whioh  he  haa  arrived,  and  the  natnre  and  reanll  of  kia  previos 
examinations ;  and  further,  that  no  Presbytery  shall  receive  a  atude&i  for  exad 
nation  who  has  been  under  the*  jurisdiction  of  another  Presbytery  witlMmi  aneh  ^ 
extract  minute."  Dr.  Thomson  moved  that  this  be  adopted,\aad  aeoi  down  i 
Presbyteries.  He  said  that  the  eommittee,  oonsisting  of  Mr.  LaughtoB,  Mr.  Ssaitl 
Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  R.  R  Simpson,  and  himself,  had  conaideied  Um  saljoei  rj 
mitted  to  them  by  the  Assembly,  vi^  to  draw  up  a  praotical  prepoa^  ngaxdiDS  i 
"  to   be  aent  down  to  Presbyteries  for  their  opinion."     He  nndenrt^od  that  tl 
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Afimhlj  kad  Tiriullj,  if  noiformallj,  declaz«d  that  something  should  be  done  ia 
the  line  indioAted,  and  it  was  on  that  underatanding  that  he  had  consented  to  act 
» conreoer.  It  vaa  for  the  Assembly  now  to  saj  whether  the  proposal  submitted 
was  lofh  M  would  probably  secure  the  object.  He  was  thorongbly  conTinced  that 
lomething  should  be  done  to  ensore  a  more  thoroogh  Boperrision  of  stndents  by 
Presbyteries,  and  to  prerent  them  from  passing  from  one  to  aiiother  without  a 
regnUr  tnosference. 

Priocipal  BROWN  said  that  some  of  these  suggestions  were  a  little  snperflnoas, 
ind  that  it  was  sometimes  the  case  that  a  student  found  mission  or  other  work  beyond 
the  bonsdi  of  their  own  Presbytery. 

Profeaor  LINDSAY,  Glasgow,  moved  the  rejection  of  the  report.  It  was  alto- 
rether  imcaUed  for,  there  was  no  feeling  in  the  Chnrch  upon  it,  and  it  was  simply 
dimg  to  the  red-tapeiam  with  which  the  students  were  already  sufficiently  bound. 

Dr.  WILSOK  seconded  this  motion.  It  was  a  matter  of  veiy  great  importance^ 
sad  tbej  shoald  not  agree  to  it  on  the  impulse  of  a  moment 

Br.  THOMSON  stated,  i&  reply,  that  he  bad  not  anticipated  any  serlona 
ebjeetioii  lo  the  proposal,  and  he  regretted  that  Mr.  Smith  of  Tarland,'^who  was 
better  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  necessities  of  the  case,  was  nnable  to  be 
prcse&t  to-day.  He  conld  see  no  reason  why  the  proposal  should  not  be  sent  down 
t»  Prsbjteiiea  for  their  suggestions,  whether  farourable  or  not  But  if  the 
Inembiy  was  not  prepared  to  do  so,  he  had  no  wish  to  press  the  matter.  He  was 
cwiaced,  however,  that  though  delayed  at  present,  the  Church  would  be  obliged 
(ftko^to  devise  some  means  of  remedying  the  evils  complained  of. 

^  Anembij  adopted  Professor  Lindsay's  motion* 

TBI  FROOLAlTATrOir  OV  BAVHB. 

Mr.  HOWIE,  Olasgow,  submitted  the  memorial  to  Parliament  on  this  subject 
Itiboved — ^^Thai  an  Acf^  entitled  the  Marriage  Notice  Scotland  Act,  became  law 
a  1S7S,  sad  that  your  petitioners  regard  many  of  its  provisions  with  great 
AtaMon.  That  yonr  petitioners  pray  that  the  following  suggestions  for  the 
oBprofenicnt  of  that  Act,  made  in  the  interests  of  public  morality,  may  commend 
*>met?e8  to  yonr  Honourable  House,  viz. :— (a)  that  the  excellent  provisions  of  the 
A^  fer  Kcutlng  by  means  of  a  registrar  publication  of  an  intention  of  marriage, 
vhiek  are  at  present  permissive,  be  made  compulsory,  it  being  always  understood 
^  the  ditferent  Charehes  lie  free  as  they  now  are,  and  have  always  been,  to 
Bake  whatever  additional  arrangements  they  may  deem  necessary  for  their  own 
Qtmben  and  adberonts ;  (6)  that  according  to  the  analogy  of  registration  of  births, 
4«aUii,  Andmaniagea,  no  fees  be  charged  for  publication  of  an  intention  of  marriage; 
'^^}  titat  special  provision  be  made  for  cases  in  which  one  of  the  persons  contracting 
1  narriage  in  Scotland  has  not  previously  resided  in  Scotland." 

Tiie  petiUon  was  adopted. 


ntK  aoonrr  vob  pbopaoatxho  OHBrariAir  ksowlbko. 

Xl  KAGPHAIL^  Bdinbnrgh,  snbmitted  the  following  petition  to  the  House  of 
Ceaneiis,  in  nferenea  to  tlM  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  Christian  Knowledge : 
—The  banUe  petition  of  the  QenenJ  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland, 
^Uy  shewoth  <1),  that  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propsgating  Christian  Know. 
^^^S^  waa  fooiided  ajid  afterwards,  in  the  year  1709,  incorporated  by  Boyal  letters 
{*teot  for  the  iorUieimnee  of  the  Christian  Beformed  Protestant  religion,  and  also  of 
literature  and  indnatry,  especially  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland ;  (2) 
^t  for  ihese  ends,  the  society  for  many  years  received  voluntary  eontributious  from 
^  Chiitilaii  pablic  to  such  an  extent  that»  according  to  the  Royal  Commissioners 
«a  Ssdoved  fiehoola  and  Ho^itals,  "  the  largest  fund  in  Scotland  applicable  to 
edooaiional  pnrposea  generally,  that  i8»  without  restriction  to  any  particular  institu- 
^  or  locality*  ia  tlut  of  the  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge ;  (8) 
^  St  the  Diaruption  of  the  Satablished  Church  of  Scotland  in  1843,  the  great 
*B8M  of  the  HigblandB  and  Islands  forsook  the  Established  Church,  and  adhered  to 
^  Ftee  Chaxch  of  Scotland ;  (4)  tliat  the  administration  of  this  society  has  since 
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1846  UeeoL  Bobjected  to  restrictiona  which  hare  deprired  the  popalation  of  the  High- 
lands  and  Islands  of  the  benefito  which  ihey  formerlj  enjojed,  and  to  which  tbe^ 
are  joBtly  entitled ;   (5)  that  although  the  conBtitation  of  the  society  admits  of  the 
directors  being  members  of  any  Protestant  denomination  whataoerer,  yet  the  prus* 
tical  effect  of  the  said  reatrietion  has  been  to  exclude  from  the  board  all  bat 
members  of  one  particular  denomination,  so  that  the  management  of  the  society  no 
longer  represents  the  general  Christian  publiCy  by  whom  its  funds  were  eontriboted, 
and  no  longer  enjoys  their  confidence  and  support;  and  (6)  that  the  Esdoted 
Schools  Commiasioners,  in  their  third  report,  tmanimonsly  recommended  that  nid 
restrictions  should  be  removed.    May  it  therefore  please  your  Honourable  Honie  to 
take  the  premises  into  your  consideration,  and  to  pass  a  legislative  measure  granting 
relief  from  the  said  restrictions,  replacing  the  management  of  the  society  on  a  basis 
that  will  make  it  again  represent  the  general  Christian  pnbUe,  by  whom  its  faods 
were  contributed,  and  mi^e  its  funds  available  for  the  promotion  of  the  endi  for 
which  it  was  instituted  and  endowed." 

The  terms  of  the  petition  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  evening  at  seren  o*cloek. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Assembly  resumed  at  seyen  o'clock— Dr.  Thos.  Main,  Moderator. 

THB  OOHTIHSirTAL  OOlOUnBI, 

Mr.  DAYID  MACLAOAN  (elder),  joint-convener  of  the  Continental  Obn. 
mlttee,  eaid  lie  had  great  pleasure  in  laying  upon  the  table  of  the  Assembly  the 
report  on  behalf  of  the  committee  and  his  valued  friend  and  colleague  Cotonel 
Young.    He  was  glad  to  say  that  their  work  during  the  past  year  had  been  fullol 
hope  and  encouragement.    Mr.  Maclagan  proceeded  to  go  over  the  vanons  points  is 
the  report,  which  stated  that,  in  so  far  as  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal  hwt 
permitted,  there  have  been  three  departments  of  work  carried  on  by  the  Continental 
Committee.    First,  the  erection  of  permanent  charges  for  the  supply  of  ordinanee* 
in  important  centres,  where  our  countrymen  are  resident^  in  connection  with  besltl^ 
or  business — such  as  Florence,  Naples,  Genoa,  Nice,  Lausanne,  Leghorn,  P)q, 
Jjisbon.    Second,  the  provision,  daring  the  seasons  when  they  are  frequented  bv 
sojourners  from  our  own  and  other  lands,  of  services  by  ministers  sent  from  wr 
homo  Church  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  wayfarers — as,  for  example,  at  Bovft 
Cannes,  Montreux,  Mentone,  Lucerne,  Interlaken,  Stettin,  Aix-les- Bains.    Tbiid— 
and  to  this  the  special  attenUon  of  our  Church  is  directed  at  the  present  time— tbe 
assisting  by  material  help,  as  well  as  by  moral  support,  of  the  native  chnrebes  ifi 
Continental  lands,  which,  amidst  much  oitposition,  and  in  a  moat  anfHeadly 
atmosphere,  are  setting  forth  the  great  doctrines  of  "the  common  salvaiioiL" 
Great  and  effectual  doors  are  opened  for  the  native  Protestant  Churches,  but  they 
seek,  and  greatly  need,  help  from  us.    In  a  very  special  way  these  Churches  look  to 
our  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  committee  to  h^ 
able  to  respond.    In  Italy,  long  closed  against  either  Bible  clreulatlon  or  a  preacb«d 
gospel,  the  old  Waldensian  Church,  the  Chiesa  Libera,  and  other  bodies  of  CliristisB» 
are  free  to  evangelize  the  country.     Mr.  Maclagan  then  referred  to  the  work  in 
Paris,  as  to  which  the  following  interesting  extracts  from  the  report  may  be  given : 
— "It  is  in  France,  however,  that  the  most  extraordinary  progress  in  religiocs 
liberty  and  in  an  appetite  for  evangelical  teaching  is  found.    The  Ber.  Dr.  Somer- 
ville,  preaching  in  English,  and  translated  sentence  by  sentenee,  addressed  for 
months  together  during  the  past  year,  in  the  metropolis,  and  in  varioos  leadiog 
cities  and  towns,  crowded  churches  and  halls,  the  listeners,  in  thoosands,  drinking 
in  the  truth,  and  beseeching  that  these  words  might  again  be  spoken  to  them.    Mr. 
M'Atl's  well  known  work,  and  that  of  Miss  de  Broen,  in  Paris,  atill  fortber  ttlostrste 
the  state  of  feeling  towards  the  gospel  among  the  common  people.    Boi  perhspe 
the  most  striking  event  in  the  recent  religious  history  of  Franoe  Is  Uist  reeorded  is 
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lieUerofDr.Pfesteiitfi,  of  Paris,  from  which  we  extract  fhe  followlnpf  :--Whlle  their 

o»n  plice  of  wcnhip  was  being  rebnilt,  the  Minister  of  Public  Worlcs,  with  consent 

of  tte  Miaiiier  of  Poblic  Instmotion,  granted  accommodation  to  the  Protestant? 

TithlntkePftlaee  of  YerBailleB.    A  large  andience  assembled  (2d  Koyember  1879) 

«B  tke  f nt  oecMion  of  meeting  in  this  unwonted  place.    "  French  Protestantism,** 

writci  oM  wbo  Wis  present^  *'  made  its  solemn  entry  into  the  palace  of  the  king,  .  .  . 

ud  tke  gospel  proclamation  resounded   through   the  chamber  of  Ijonis  XIV., 

set  &r  front  the  room  in  which,  in  1715,  the  great  king  breathed  his  last."     No 

vttderthst  the  Freneh  pastor  who  thus  writes  goes  on  to  say: — "  When  we  heard 

Ike  Bible  and  the  Hngnenot  Liturgy  read  in  that  building,  where  in  an  upper 

NWi  Madame  da  Maintenon  had  made  liOnis  XIY.  sign  the  revocation  of  the 

Edict  of  KtBtes,  nearly  two  hnndred  years  ago,  we  wew  profoundly  moved,  and 

bittMd  Oed  from  the  depth  of  onr  heart.**    The  committee,  with  full  and  accurate 

iBfomsUoB  in  their  possession,  are  able  to  assure  the  (General  Assembly  that  alt 

orerllM  Continent  there  aro  open  doors  for  the  gospel,  and  open  hearts  too.     With 

t^  geaersl  remarks,  the  committee  go  on  to  select  from  their  proceedings 

tbnaglioai  the  year  w^t  may  be  likely  to  be  of  most  interest  for  the  Assembly  to 

b«t.   And  the  committee,  at  an  early  period  of  the  year,  appointed  a  eommittee 

^  ItjDen  to  look  into  the  financial  position  of  the  various  permanent  stationii* 

Vk<a  these  stations  wero  established,  it  was  upon  the  nnderstanding  that  while, 

^  I  eoadderable  time,  they  must  be  dependent  to  a  great  degree  upon  them,  yet 

lifter  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  period,  they  should  become  self  supporting,  or 

>iiiif  M.    The  eommittee  felt  that  the  time  had  come  when  a  greater  demand 

Kij^tW  fairiy  made  upon  loeal  liberality.    The  sub-committee  ha?e  only  reported 

:>pottiyet;  but  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that,  as  the  result  of  their  com- 

P^  report,  a  eonsiderable  saving  to  the  committee's  funds  will  be  elTected,  and 

t^itaiioDs  be  put  on  a  stable  and  satisfactory  footing.     During  the  year,  and 

Bfl«  ctpeeially  recently,  Rome  has  occupied  much  of  the  committee's  attention. 

i^erfoU  deliberation,  in  consultation  with  brothren  who  hare  successively  served 

v^iik  jeam  there,  and  with  all  available  information  before  them,  they  are  of  on& 

aisd  m  regard  to  these  two  points — That  as  soon  as  possible  a  permanent  minister 

Md  be  piaeed  in  Bome,  juat  as  we  already  have  permanent  charges  at  Florence, 

I^^on,  S'aplea,  and  Genoa,  &c.    The  committee  have  entrusted  the  case  of  Rome 

^  s  >iMial  sub-committee.    It  belongs  to  them  to  report  as  to  a  minister,  and  a 

tii<  for  a  ehoreh.    It  will  be  remembered  that  the  present  church  is  built  outside 

'^e  villi,  that  being  the  only  available  place  at  that  time  of  restricted  liberty  when 

><  ^  erected.    Now  it  is  possible  to  build  anywhere,  and  a  site  within  the  walls  ie 

'^  soBght.    The  report  goes  on  to  give  a  detailed  statement  of  the  work  in  the 

^vion  staUens  of  the  Church  on  the  Continent — "  The  committee  occupied  Venice 

'cr  a  Ume  some  years  sgo,  but  they  were  not  then  encouraged  to  continue  it  os  one 

^'^ikeir  itatioDs.     Beeentlv,  however,  facts  were  submitted  to  them  which  led  them» 

tikng  actum  thrcragh  the  Presbytery  of  Italy,  to  make  trial  of  reoccupying  it.    They 

ifiit  a  report  from  that  Presbytery  as  to  the  success  of  the  services  which  were 

^^^nn  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  are  appointed  to  end  in  the  beginning  of  June. 

If  eaoae  is  shown  why  it  should  be  reoccupied,  the  season  will  be  a  spring  and 

ntamui  eae.    Reference  may  here  be  made  to  an  earnest  appeal  by  the  Rev.  T.  R. 

^psoB,  missionary  at  Athens  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Chnreh  (Southern), 

^  a  former  stodettt  of  our  Edinburgh  New  College,  on  behalf  of  Scotch  and  English 

'iiBilies  resident  at  the  Pirieos.    The  committee  have  made  a  grant  toward  the 

^iensiiee  of  ordinances  among  them,  and  the  Colonial  Committee  have  given  a 

iUBiJar  saooal    More  recently  Mr.  Sampson  reports  that  he  has  found  in  the- 

^va  of  Syra,  of  the  island  of  that  name  in  the  Arehipelago,  fifty  Scotch  and  English 

^Blia  (vith  twraty  children)  who  are  anxious  for  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  who 

^tbesam  of  £110  per  annum  towards  his  supports    The  services  for  French- 

tjwUiag  people  in  Edinburgh  have  been  maintained  this  season.     SIgnor  Yinay,  a 

>'-<sdeat  from  the  Waldeasian  Valleys,  has  conducted  them.    He  has  been  assiduous 

'^the  vn^  of  visitation,  and  in  ministering  to  French  sailors  visiting  the  port  of 

Uiik.    The  eommittee  have  given  a  grant  of  £40  towards  his  salary  for  ten  months. 

Tbe  esfli^tlee  have  made  the  following  grants  to  Churches  and  societies : — France 

-Uaioo  of  Evangelical  Cburebes  and  Evangelical  Society.  £200.     /fo^y— Watden 

MaOiiirdi  Evaogeliiation,  £200;  Professor  Henderson,  Rome,  £100;  Genoa  Har- 
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boar  Kisslon,  £20;  Naples  Harbour  Klwlon,  £20.  SwUmiaad^'^fwpl^^ 
Society,  Genera,  and  Theological  School,  £150.  Bdgiam — £FangeU«al  ^lety, 
£100.  Hamburg — Sailors'  laBtitnte,  £10.  Sweden — ^BrangpeliBatioa  (ICadime  de 
Bamvy),  £15.  Spain — Srangeliaation,  £50.  Oreecc — Erangelisation,  £26,"  h 
eoDcloding,  Mr.  Maolagan  said  he  wished  ministers  would  enoourage  their  memben 
to  take  a  little  more  interest  In  the  work  of  the  committee.  Tha  present  oppor* 
tunity  may  prore  preearions,  and  it  is  earnestly  desired  to  make  it  arailihle  for 
sowing  the  Word  broadcast  over  the  European  Continent. 

H.  ERNBST  BAENATJD,  from  the  Free  Erangelical  Chanih  of  Fiance,  thes 
addressed  the  Assembly.  On  behalf  of  his  Church,  he  brooght  to  tha  Free  Ckunb 
of  Scotland  their  salutations  and  greetings  and  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  theii 
work  at  home  and  abroad.  M.  Bamaud  proceeded  to  giro  a  detailed  scooant  of 
the  work  of  the  denomination  to  which  he  belonged,  and  ooncluded  by  saying  ibt 
his  friends  resident  in  Scotland  were  placed  by  Qod  in  the  most  blessed  coontoy  of 
the  world.     (Applause.) 

Senhor  HEKEZES,  of  Lisbon,  ihen  addressed  the  Assembly.  He  s^d  thai  the 
children  nnder  their  care  learnt  the  Bible  and  Uie  Shorter  Oatechism-*(applaue}— 
and  ihen  proceeded  at  soiud  length,  in  an  interesting  manner,  to  give  an  aecoont  of 
the  work  carried  on  by  the  Protestants  in  Lisbon.  The  doora  of  the  inhabitaaU  of 
Lisbon  were,  he  remarked,  open  to  the  gospel«— (applause) — and  therefore  he  called 
upon  his  feilow-Chrlatiana  in  this  country  to  assist  them  with  the  moBetary  aid  to 
serve  their  mission  halls  after  the  manner  of  Mr.  M'Ali's  halls  in  Paria.    (Applause.) 

Hr.  FEBQUSON  of  Leven  said  that  he  supposed  he  had  been  ealled  upon  to 
aay  a  few  words,  beeanse  be  had  recently  visited  some  of  the  committee's  eontineat&l 
stations,  and  was  somewhat  familiar  with  ihe  work  that  was  being  carried  on. 

A  few  years  ago  he  had  supplied,  for  some  six  weeks,  the  place  of  the  Assembly's 
representative  at  Florence,  and  he  had  just  very  recently  returned  from  a  eiojoum 
in  Switaerland,  where  he  htA  aeen  the  good  work  that  was  doing  by  their  represeota* 
tive  in  Lausanne,  besides  penonally  supplying  the  station  at  Jdontreox  for  nearly 
four  months ;  and  it  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to  see  the  influence  fur  good  whicb 
the  Continental  Committee  was  exercising  in  these  various  fields  of  operation.  I 
must  not^  remarked  Hr.  Ferguson,  omit  to  notice  the  invaluable  work  which  cor 
brother  at  Lausanne  is  doing  in  communicating  religious  inetructioa  to  so  many  of 
the  pupils  from  England  and  Scotland,  who  are  in  attendance  at  the  Ijadiea  Semia- 
ariea  that  abound  in  and  around  that  city. 

I  am  free  to  confess,  he  continued,  that  I  had  no  right  conception  of  the  import* 
anoe  of  the  work  that  we  were  doing  on  the  Continent  until  I  was  able  fh»m  personal 
observation  to  form  a  just  opinion.  I  was  inclined  to  judge  of  the  value  of  our  voik 
by  the  very  limited  numbers  who,  on  any  Sabbath-day,  attended  our  ministiy,  and 
to  think  that  we  were  expending  means  and  men  needlessly  on  fields  where  we  sav 
audiences  of  only  some  fifty,  sixty,  or  a  hundred  people  on  the  Sabbath.  It  waaa 
miserably  mistaken  notion.  I  did  not  take  into  aooount  the  ever  varyini^  enneatof 
visitors  flowing  on  to  those  localities  where  our  stations  are  situated,  people  comiof 
and  going  every  week,  and  consequently  a  ceaseless  fluotoatioii  in  the  peraonality  of 
the  attendance ;  so  that  it  is  not  by  scores,  but  hundreds,  that  we  are  to  calculate 
the  audiences  at  our  stations.  The  numbers,  on  any  one  particular  day,  may  be  rela- 
tively small,  but  the  aggregate  of  souls  is  very  great  indeed  who  hear  the  words  of 
everlasting  life  from  the  lipa  of  onr  miikistera.  And  this  consideraUon  in  enhaoeed 
if  yon  consider  that  the  andienoes  are  naUonaUy  of  such  a  varied  character.  I  think 
that  I  had  on  one  Sabbath  representatives  of  eight  or  nine  dififerent  nationaliUes  ia 
the  audience  which  I  was  addressing  at  Montreux;  so  that  in  these  atationa  we  are 
scattering  seed  that  ia  being  carried  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  I  i 

Moderator,  I  believe  that  we  gain  far  more  than  we  lose  by  onr  expenditure  o^ 
men  and  money  upon  the  Continent  I  am  convinced  that  the  aaccem  that  hai| 
attended  onr  operationa  as  a  Free  Church  ia  largely  attributable  to  the  fact  ibat^ 
while  we  have  not  been  neglectful  of  our  own  things,  neither  have  we  boen  nnmiud^ 
ful  of  the  thinga  of  others  less  fortunately  circumstanced  thsn  onrselvaa,  Qod  hM 
been  blessing  us  when  we  tried  to  be  a  blessing,    (Hear,) 

Let  me  say  a  word  or  two  fa  to  our  station  at  Hontreuxi  where  I  wma  latel^j 
labouring.  The  House  is  aware  that  although  Montreux  has  no  setUed  ninistr}  | 
yet  aervieea  are  maintained  there  by  a  relay  of  deputies  for  eight  months  every  yea^ 
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Ttov  li  A  lerf  aioe  little  ehaveb,  oeenpying  a  eentnl  and  prominent  position. 
Aftd  I  Btj  ay  without  hesitation,  that  the  Presbyterian  ehnrch  there  serves  largely 
19  s  rallying  point  to  all  Eoglish^peaUng  eTsngelieal  lisitors.  And  then,  as  to  the 
qttlity  of  Uie  andienee,  I  do  not  think  that  I  ever  preaehed  to  a  eongregation  so 
lirfdy  composed  of  living  sonls,  or  who  were  sneh  earnest,  reverent,  Bible-searching 
Cbrjskiws.  We  had  the  Commnnion  dispensed  twiee  while  I  was  there.  At  one 
tiaethirty-nine  and  at  the  other  forty-eight  sat  down  at  the  Table;  and  I  can  never 
fotgct  the  trae  heart-to-heart  fellowship  that  was  enjoyed. 

I  im  afifild  that  I  am  detaining  the  House  too  long,  but  there  is  one  other  point 
whieh  I  would  wish  to  notice.  I  am  not,  Moderator,  one  of  those  who  think  it 
dolnbte  that  Montreuz  should  hate  a  fixed  minister,  for  I  have  been  deeply 
hapTBued  with  the  diffieulty,  as  well  as  the  importanee,  of  the  station.  A  man  of 
ttft,  irmaess,  and  experience  is  absolutely  required  there,  and  great  caution  would 
need  to  be  exercised  in  making  a  permanent  appointment;  but  I  trust  that  the 
mmaittee  wilt  bear  with  me  if  I  urge  on  them  the  desirableness  of  making  appoint- 
Bsit  to  Montrenx  for  a  whoU  aeagon  of  an  elderly  experienced  minister  who,  having 
I  coUeagee,  can  be  spared  eight  months  from  home.  Such  an  appointment  would 
ttid  to  eonsolfdate  the  eongregation,  to  swell  the  annual  revenue,  and  to  oontribute, 
vUa  God's  blessing,  to  the  ingathering  of  a  great  spiritual  harvest 

Xr.  IHTING,  of  Innellan,  spoke  of  the  new  field  which  the  Church  had 
WMd  at  Constantinople.  He  had  bat  recently  returned  thence,  and  after  six 
aettW  experience  of  the  work  there,  and  knowing  by  experience  many  of  the 
C«Bauital  stationa  of  the  Church,  he  could  confidently  state  that  Constantinople 
vtislBiiorto  none  of  them  in  importance.  He  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his 
^^  and  of  the  raeeess  which  had  attended  the  efibrta  put  forth  among  the 
^B^apeaking  realdeata  and  sailors  arriving  at  the  port. 

Vr.  LATJGHTOK,  of  Greenock,  moved  a  deliverance  to  the  effect  that  the 
AfSfBUy  receive  the  report,  thank  the  committee  and  convener,  receive  with  thank. 
^slaea  the  information  that  during  the  past  year  the  progress  of  evangelical  religion 
i^toAlj  and  on  the  Continent  had  been  of  so  encotfraging  a  nature,  rejoice  to  know 
t^  tbrosghont  France  there  had  been  increased  opportunities  of  preaching  the 
^^1  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  hear  with  deep  satisfaction  that  these  oppor- 
^^tics  had  been  uaed  by  ministers  of  the  native  churches,  and  eminently  by  a 
leaenble  minister  of  this  Church — Dr.  Somerville — (applauae) — ^and  that  In  Italy, 
^K.  the  erangeliatic  mission  of  that  devoted  man  had  gathered  large  audiences  of 
^1  naka,  express  gratification  at  the  success  which  had  attended  the  work  at  the 
wioas  Continental  stations,  thank  those  who  had  come  to  address  the  Assembly, 
*3i  IB  eonelnsion,  commending  this  important  branch  of  the  Church's  work  to  the 
pnTcra  and  continued  liberality  of  the  Church. 

Dr.  OBAINOBB  STSWART  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  cordially  adopted. 

SABBATH  SOHOOLB  A5D  THB  TOUNa. 

Hr.  WILLIAM  DICESOK  (elder)),  convener  of  committee,  in  giving  in  the 
^«?ort  (Appendix  XIX.),  said : — The  aspect  of  the  Sabbath  school  work  of  the 
Caoreh,  ss  shown  In  the  great  amount  of  information  received,  continues  to  be 
salt  eoeouraging.  In  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  week-day  education  of  the 
:<niDtrj,  there  is  apparent  a  quiet  but  very  real  acceptance  by  the  Church  of  the 
^^^moA  reaponsibUity  now  lying  npon  her,  to  see  to  the  Scriptural  instruction  of 
tbtyooBg; 

Aa  la  amply  illnstrated  throughout  the  report,  there  is  a  gradual  and  gratifying 
d^elopneafe  into  syitematic  action  of  the  various  lines  of  effort  suggested  and 
'^errnl  to  in  former  reporta'.  The  implementing  of  former  deliverances  of 
A^mbly  by  so  many  Kirk -sessions.  Presbyteries,  and  Synods,  in  not  a  few 
l^tasees  with  such  marked  fidelity  and  success,  is  giving  a  depth,  solidity,  and 
^ptfal  peimaaency  to  the  work  greater  than  ever  before. 

Perfasps  the  most  outotandlog  feature  this  year,  is  the  increased  supervision  and 
^^angnnent  being  given  by  Kirk-sessions.  This  is  all  the  more  noteworthy, 
t^^MBneh  SB  the  Kirk-session  is,  of  course,  practically,  the  point  of  contact  between 
tk<  Gharch  and  her  individual  Sabbath  schools  and  teachers.  The  references  to 
^  aal^eet  are  both  more  numerous  and  more  varied  than  formerly,  some  of  these 
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being  well  fitted  to  be  niefti].  In  one  eoDgr6g»tlon,  for  example  (St.  DaridV, 
Kirkintilloch) — "  the  Sesaion  has  agreed  io  keep  a  roll  of  the  children,  and  to 
inquire  as  to  their  attendance  at  the  Sabbath  school."  In  another  (BaroDv, 
Glasgow) — "There  is  a  qnarterlj  serrice  at  which  all  new  teachers  are  admitted  by 
minister  and  Session,  after  an  address  suitable  to  tho  work.  This  hitherto  hat  been 
on  a  prayer- meeting  erening,  bnt  it  is  proposed  to  hare  the  next  at  a  regular  diet  of 
worship  on  Sabbath."  In  another  (Hotchesontown,  Glasgow) — '*  Teaehen  are 
proposed  at  one  meeting  of  the  Sabbath  School  Association,  and  admitted  at  the 
following,  recclTing  the  right  band  of  fellowship  after  dedicatory  prsjer.  Soper- 
intendent  is  appointed  by  the  society^  under  supervision  of  Kirk-session.*' 

The  summary  of  statistics,  as  given  in  the  report,  the  Assembly  will  be  gratified 
to  observe,  again  this  year  shows  an  increase  in  every  separate  total.  Of  Sabbatb 
schools,  congregational  and  missionary,  there  are  1950,  being  14  more  than  la»t 
year,  and  showing  on  an  average  2  schools  to  each  congregation.  Of  senior  claiacs, 
there  are  1187,  being  37  over  last  year»  and  on  an  average  more  than  1  in  ever; 
eonvregatioB  in  the  Church.  Of  Sabbath  school  teachers,  there  are,  ordinan, 
16,463 ;  senior  class  teachers,  including  ministers,  1216 ;  total  engaged  in  teaeblDir, 
17,669;  being  an  increase  of  181  ordinary,  and  46  senior  class  teachers.  Ot 
Sabbath  scholars  at  ordinary  schools,  there  are,  boys,  72.948 ;  girls,  82,264,— to- 
gether, 155,212.  Scholars  at  senior  clssses,  male,  18,264;  female,  24,680;  to- 
gether, 42,894.  Total  under  instruction,  198,106;  being  an  increase  over  last 
year  of  8347, — namely,  6811  junior,  and  1536  senior  scholsrs.  At  each  Sabbath 
school,  the  returns  show  an  average  of  nearly  80,  and  of  about  10  aeholars  in  each 
class.  Upon  those  figures  it  is  not  needful  to  detain  the  Assembly  with  farther 
remarks.  The  facts  which  they  represent  indicate,  more  impreasivelj  than  anything 
which  could  be  said  about  them,  the  vast  opportunities  and  the  solemn  reaponei- 
biUties  which  they  involve. 

The  report  again  refers  to  the  subject  of  some  provision  for  the  yosng  in 
Sabbath  services,  and  otherwise.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  in  bow  many  variooa 
ways  duty  as  to  this  is  acknowledged,  and  the  long-felt  want  is  being  supplied.  1q 
former  years  I  have  Tcntured  to  uiige,  perhaps  it  might  seem  almoat  unduly,  the 
importance  of  divinity  students,  during  their  college  eonrse,  training  themselves  to 
speak  effectiyely  to  the  young.  In  conneetion  with  this,  there  is  aomething  in 
the  report  worthy  of  lieing  noted  by  those  who  are  looking  forward  to  the  mtnistir. 
Almost  universally,  in  one  form  or  other,  the  practice  j  is  being  adopted  throughou'. 
the  Church  of  addressing  the  children  from  the  pulpit.  May  it  not  be  expected 
that  ere  long,  aptitude  In  this  department  of  duty,  and  generally,  an  interest  in 
the  young,  will  become  a  condition  regularly  inquired  into  when  a  congregation  ii 
in  want  of  a  minister  1  Now  this  aptitude  is  more  or  less  attainable  by  all,  if  onlj, 
as  it  well  deserves,  there  be  given  to  it  some  study  and  attention.  But  not  other- 
wise. However  talented  and  cultured  a  young  preacher  may  be,  it  is  a  grcr- 
disadvantage  for  him  to  find  btmself  quite  at  a  loss  when  called  upon  to  addrest!  a 
gathering  of  children.  It  is  not,  however,  enough  that  we  be  able  merely  to  make 
the  children  listen.  A  mere  string  of  stories  and  illoatrations  will  do  Uiat.  Bot 
those  are  only  feathers  for  the  arrows,  as  Mr.  Spurgeon  happily  oalla  them.  U  i& 
the  arrows,  not  the  feathers,  we  are  to  trust  to.  Attention  will  profit  little,  anlees 
there  be  the  truth  of  God  to  be  attended  to.  And  the  more  pointedly  we  are 
enabled  to  put  truth  to  the  conscience,  the  less  we  shall  have  to  lean  npon  storlee. 
or  any  artificial  aid  whatever.  **  There  be  preachers,*'  it  waa  wittily  aaid  by  Arch- 
bishop Whateley,  "  who  in  their  preaching  aim  at  nothing, — and  they  hit  it^"  Lee 
it  never  be  so  with  our  Sabbath  school  lessons  or  addresses,  even  to  the  yoong^t 
children.  The  ever-present  aim  of  seeking  their  spiritual  good  will  keep  all  our 
appliances,  as  means  to  an  end,  in  their  proper  place. 

There  is  no  department  in  which  greater  advance  has  l>een  made  of  late  yean 
than  in  the  efforts  for  the  training  and  preparation  of  teachers.  A  great  variety  of 
methods  pursued  are  given  in  the  report:  In  proof  of  the  successful  result,  it  is 
obseryable  that,  this  year,  not  a  single  complaint  is  made  either  of  the  dilBcolty  of 
procuring  new  teachers,  or  of  the  inefficiency  of  those  already  employed.  In  a  very 
large  proportion  of  cases,  a  weekly  meeting  is  held  for  preparation  of  the  lessona 
and  for  prayer.  In  about  one-half  the  congregations  in  the  Presbytery  of  GIssgow. 
which  numbers  over  ninety,  such  meetings  are  held.     The  very  variety  of  meana 
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oed,  s  10  man/  different  localities,  ia  an  interesting  eTidence  of  the  earnest  appli- 
aion  of  mind  to  the  subjecu  Por  example,  in  Huriford,  there  is  "  a  training 
z\m  foryoang  fceaehers;  the  stady  of  a  standard  book  on  Sabbath-school  teaching; 
ttie  ijitomstie  stadj  of  the  Bible ;  New  Testament  books  analysed,  specific  pur- 
pose ud  contenU  of  each  being  explained.  Minister  ezpoonds  subsequent  lesson 
tacb  Toeidaj  eTening.'* 

Cooaideiijig  the  continued  commercial  depression.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that 
Ue  JBTcniie  contributions  to  missionazy  objects  have  not  only  not  fallen  off,  but 
bare  been  slightly  in  adrance  of  last  year.  The  entire  contributions  reported,  for 
ftli  miiuoasry  purposes,  amount  to  £4522,  3s.  lid.,  inclusive  of  £615  contributed 
u  I  New  Year's  offering  for  a  Boja'  Home  and  Printing  Press  at  Poonah»  in  re- 
ipdBsc  to  sa  sppeal  made  ia  the  Children**  Record. 

Tbe  labject  of  rewards  and  prizes  for  proficiency,  attendance,  good  behariour, 
it,  u  Dseh  more  largely  referred  to  than  formerly.  Many  interesting  notes  are 
ftdppiied,  both  as  to  the  form  of  the  rewards,  and  as  to  the  merits  for  which  some  of 
'itffi  ue  given.  From  Harthill,  for  example,  it  is  reported :  "  To  increase  attend- 
i&fie,  three  prizes  were  offiered  to  the  scholars  who  should  succeed  in  bringing  in 
lat  Lii^t  nomber  from  the  villsge.  Thirteen  took  part  in  this  missionary  work, 
ud  is  lU  brought  more  than  fifty  to  the  school.  The  three  who  received  prizes 
Moglit  respectively  13,  11,  and  10,  and  these  are  the  children  of  parents  who  are 
i(tT  leldom  in  church.  Those  who  bring  others  see  also  to  their  regular  attendance 
'vitine."  Some  of  tho  results  reported  as  to  the  effects  upon  diligence,  and  the 
i^fleue  asd  regularity  of  attendance,  are  remarkable.  Yet,  while  these  are  very 
^m$  it  is  felt  thai  the  whole  subject  of  prizes  is  not  unattended  with  difii- 
^^.ttd  cara  must  be  taken  lest  there  be  introduced  into  the  Sabbath  school  the 
<?Kiltfihsip  emulation  to  which  the  children  are  accustomed  in  the  day  school  during 
^iwtof  the  week.  Trips  in  summer,  and  soirees  in  winter,  are  now  almost  uni* 
^^aii  Where  judidonaly  conducted,  these  in  many  ways  do  good,  in  associating 
^  Sibbsth  school  with  cheerful  and  harmless  enjoyment. 

Cider  the  rariooa  other  heads  of.  the  report  many  useful  and  suggestive  hints 
vH  ht  foind,  and  veiy  specially  those  under  the  head  "  Miscellaneous,"  many  of 
•^  are  nnnsnally  interesting  and  valuable. 

Is  TiaitiBg  our  Sabbath  schools,  especially  in  the  country,  one  sometimes  meets 
^jh  » ilowness,  a  want  of  liveliness  and  energy  in  the  teaching,  which  are  far  from 
i^sioble.  This  may  no  doubt  be  largely  only  a  thing  of  manner,  but  manner  has  very 
aae^  to  do  with  sustaining  interest  in  a  class.  Avoiding  frivolity  on  the  one  hand, 
^  A|:loomy  over-solemnity  on  the  other,  let  us  aim  at  that  cheerfulness  and  spirit 
u  oar  tetehing  which  will  go  far  to  commend  what  we  teach,  and  without  which 
ti  euiBot  reasonably  wonder  if  our  scholars  grow  weary.  Let  us  remember  that  it 
^  M  nstaral  for  children  to  love  cheerfulness  as  it  is  for  a  flower  to  love  the  sun- 
^^  Oar  application  of  this  principle  must  of  course  be  modified  and  adapted 
'^co'diBg  to  tiie  varying  circumstances  of  the  scholars ;  but  we  cannot  altogether 
'^spnae  with  it,  if  we  would  make  our  teaching  attractive.  Let  us  aim,  too,  at 
^ing  the  whole  elaas  on  the  alert,  and  not  fall  into  what  sometimes  looks  like  a 
?nrate  eoaference  with  each  scholar  in  turn,  while  the  rest  of  the  class  are  left  to  do 
■iat  thtj  like.  But  may  it  not  be  found  Uiat  this  dull  and  timid  manner  in  teach- 
•^  uiaes  ioo  often  from  a  want  of  thorough  preparation?  If  half  an  hour  be 
^  oved  for  a  lesson,  and  the  teacher  finds  in  ten  minutes  that  all  his  knowledge 
^expended,  he  is  of  course  under  temptation  to  fill  up  the  twenty  remaining 
BiiBitet  with  mere  rambling  and  pointless  talk. . 

^e  Asiembly  canx^ot  but  regard  with  thankfulness  the  indications,  throughout 
iMvbole  SsbbaUi-sehool  teaching  of  the  Church,  of  the  importance  attached  to 
^  teriptBral  and  doctrinal  knowledge.  It  is  not  a  mere  parrot  repetition  of  texts, 
Man,  erbymnsy  but  a  lodging  of  these  in  the  understanding,  the  conscience,  the 
-cut  of  the  scholar,  in  hope  of  leading  him  to  Christ — that  is  the  aim  of  every  true 
^tbUUk  school  teacher.  Looking  back  to  the  history  of  this  cause  in  other  days, 
^\  tbo  esre  for  it  will  rejoice  in  .the  approaching  centenary  celebration  of  Bobert 
^ea  We  join  in  the  honour  being  paid  to  his  memory,  as  the  great  promoter, 
<  00*4  the  foander,  of  the  Sunday  school  system  in  England  ;  and  oar  friends  in  the 
'^'i\h  will  believe  that  we  do  so  none  the  less  heartily  while  we  saj — what  it  may 
*^  be  oat  of  place  again  to  say  on  this  occasion  ~  that  we  had  Sabbath  schools  in 
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Scotland  long  before  1780.  As  the  Aatembly  has  been  reminded  in  former  yearii 
John  Brown,  the  martyr- Ck>Tenauter  who  was  aUia  bj  Clayerhouae  at  Priesihill  in 
1685,  waa  a  Sabbath  school  teacher.  Neither  ia  it  to  be  forgotten  that^  noUe  at  vm 
the  work  which  Bobert  Baikes  waa  honoured  to  do,  that  work  has  largelj  ooasUted, 
at  leaat  until  recently,  of  elemeata  which  have  Aerer  formed  a  part  of  our  Sabbsth 
school  system  in  Scotland.  The  latter  was  neyer  specially,  aa  long  was  so  gener- 
ally the  eaae  in  England,  direeted  to  the  more  redumlng  of  negieoted  ehildrm.  It 
knew  nothing  of  teadiing  them  to  read  and  write.  That  liad  all  already  been  preiided 
for  by  John  Knox,  in  our  grand  old  parochial  system,  some  two  bandied  yein 
before.  It  was  with  spiritual  life  that  the  Sabbath  school,  was  erer  aisodated  i& 
Scotland.  If  proof  were  wanting,  it  ia  found  in  the  fierce  denunciation  of  the  S&b- 
bath  school  by  the  dark  Assembly  of  1799.  Cases  are  on  reoord  where  goipel 
truth,  driven  from  the  pariah  pulpit,  was,  humanly  apeaking,  kept  aUTU  in  a  whole 
district  by  the  godly  labours  of  some  humble  Dissenter  in  a  Sabbath  school  Bat 
none  the  less  for  all  this  will  the  Assembly  rejoice  in  the  unspeakable  MeniBf, 
both  morally  and  spiritually,  of  which  the  English  Sunday  aohool  system  has  beoi 
the  means  in  many  parts  of  England. 

Referring  once  more  to  the  report,  it  seems  now  plainer  than  ever  that  (he  re- 
markable progress,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  of  thia  work  throughoat  the 
Charch,  ia  to  a  large  extent  the  result  of  the  circulation,  among  the  teachers,  of  the 
report,  with  the  mass  of  practical  suggestions  which  year  by  year  it  oontaim.  Up 
to  thia  time,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  fonda  needful  for  thia  purpose  for  the 
present  year  have  not  been  forthcoming.  I  tniat  this  needs  only  to  be  annooneed 
to  bring  forth  the  sum  required-— a  little  over  £80 — which  has  for  many  yean  been 
given  in  suocession  by  indiTidual  elders,  membera  of  Asoembly,  and  warmly  is- 
terested  in  the  subject.  Peradventure  there  is  some  elder  now  hearing  me  whom 
God  baa  prospered,  and  who  remembers  what,  under  Ood,  he  owed  in  his  boyhood 
to  the  Sabbath  school.  Here,  let  me  respectfully  suggest^  is  an  opporionitj  for  ft 
thank-offering. 

The  brightest  spot  yet  remains-^namely,  the  tokens,  in  so  many  places,  and 
showing  themselres  in  so  many  Tarious  ways,  of  spiritual  good  being  done.  '^9 
great  or  general  "  wave  of  blessing  "  is  spoken  of,  but  of  many  of  our  schooU  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  this  one  and  that  one  baa  been  bom  there.  Success  ii  not 
to  be  the  regalator  either  of  our  effort  or  of  our  duty ;  yet  how  cheering,  if  asud 
the  prayerful  diligence  which  seems  to  pervade  the  whole  Chureh  in  this  matteri 
there  be  heard  some  notes  of  the  joy  of  haryeaU  There  used  to  be  with  us,  on  this 
Sabbath  school  evening,  a  beloyed  friend  who,  like  many,  many  others,  is  now,  alw) 
with  us  no  more.  Kr.  Arnot  used  to  tell  that  in  hla  childhood  he  waa  wont  to  watch 
his  fhther  sowing  his  corn.  And  then  he  would  watch  to  see  the  small  green  poino 
piercing  the  earth  when  the  aeed  began  to  grow.  He  inquired  of  his  father— 
"  Father,  will  it  grow  fortMt*'  To  please  his  boy,  his  father  had  a  little  seed-big 
made  for  Willie  in  the  fashion  of  his  own.  Then  he  sent  forth  the  little  sower  to 
sow  his  share  of  the  same  seed,  in  the  same  soil.  And  how  anxloualy  he  watched; 
and  what  was  his  delight  when  he  saw  the  green  blade  appearing  aboTO  ground— his 
delight  to  find  that  what  his  father  said  waa  true,  that  the  seed  would  grow  far  hinf 
Even  so,  let  not  any  of  our  teachers  be  discouraged,  even  the  youngest  or  the  lout 
experienced.  Only  let  them  see  to  it  that  the  seed  fhey  sow  is  the  pure  word  aod 
truth  of  God,  and  that  they  pray  without  ceasing  to  Him  who  alone  giveth  the  ia- 
crease.  They  have  their  Father*s  word  that  it  will  grow,  even  for  them.  The; 
know  not  how  soon  there  may  come  sweet  surprisals  of  blessing  upon  their  humble 
labours,  far  above  what  they  were  able  either  to  ask  or  think.    (Loud  applaose.) 

Hr.  J.  C.  BURNS,  Kirkliston,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report 

Mr.  COWAN,  Elgin,  in  seconding  the  motion,  referred  to  the  (aet  that  200,000 
children  were  entrusted  to  them  in  the  Sabbath  schools.  He  hoped  that  ministen 
would  soon  call  the  attention  of  their  congregations  to  this  solemnising  Uct,  and 
that  much  and  continuous  prayer  would  be  the  result.  The  report  also  refened  t^ 
training  classes  for  teachers ;  let  every  minister,  where  there  was  no  better  agent, 
do  what  he  could  to  make  his  teachers  efficient — instructing  them  to  use  the  cate- 
chetical instead  of  the  preaching  method,  have  a  elear  and  diatinct  plan  atudied  out 
beforehand,  and  to  obaerve  jost  proportion  in  their  teaching.  Attention  was  ali* 
given  to  the  Shorter  OatechiBm  in  the  Sabbath  achools,  and  it  wm  v«x7  dtainltk 
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ikU  lifll  man  aUentioB  shoold  be  giyen  to  thif,  both  in  the  day-achooli  tnd  in  the 
fiftbbeUi  schools. 

Tke  njport  refened  to  token*  of  epiritaal  moTement  and  bleeaing  in  many  Sab- 
Itth  icboelt.  They  ought  All  to  pnj  and  hope  for  thia.  Sabbath  aehool  work  wa« 
prindpally  lowing  work,  bnt  God  might  giro  a  reaping  time  alao.  They  were  apt  to 
uj, "  Tet  four  months^  and  then  oometh  harreat,"  when  the  Loid  might  be  aaying^ 
"lift  ap  yoor  eyea  and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white  already  to  harreat.'' 

Tke  itaelation  of  the  Asdembly  was  as  follows : — 

"Tlie  AsatrnWy  approTo  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanfca  to  the  committee, 
eipedally  to  the  oonTener;  farther,  they  record  their  thanks  to  the  .large  namber  of. 
StUath  school  teaeheia  who  are  engaged  in  this  department  of  the  work  of  the 
CbarcB. 

<*  Tktf  exprasa  their  satiaCactlon  with  the  statistics  and  infonnatioii  as  to  Sab. 
bfttk  ishools,  and  the  Tadona  mattera  bearing  upon  the  relation  of  the  Church  to, 
1^ yoeag;  contained  in  the  report  now  laid  befon  the  Assembly;  and  they  record 
t^r  thaakfalneaa  to  God  for  the  many  indicationa  of  blessinga  opon  the  work  of  the- 
Sibbath  aehools  whieh  the  report  contains. 

"Thsy  renew  their  injanetion  upon  all  Kirk-Sessions,  PresbyterieSi  and  Synods» 
that,  ftoin  time  to  time,  consideration  shall  be  given  to  the  snltjeet  of  Sabbath 
Khoolf,  sad  especially  by  Kirk-Sessions  in  reference  to  Sabbath  schools  connected 
viih  their  leyeial  oongregatioaa ;  and  they  anew  commend  the  whole  matter  of  the 
Cbonh  I  relation  and  duty  to  the  young  to  the  continued  attention  and  care  of  the 
inhrior  courts  of  the  Church. 

"Further,  they  renew  their  former  recommendation,  that  regularly  from  the 
palpity  aod  at  famUy  worahip  on  Sabbath  mornings,  special  prayer  be  made  for  the 
joans  of  the  Church,  and  for  the  teachers  and  scholars  in  all  her  Sabbath  schools."  . 

Mr.  DICKSON  here  rose,  and  intimated  that  a  note  had  just  been  handed  to 
hiffl  from  a  member  of  the  House,  inUmating  his  willingness  to  defray  the  ezpenso 
rf  the  eirenlation  of  the  report  for  the  year.    (Loud  applauae.) 

After  remarka  from  Mr.  Pobisoub,  Ballantrae,  Mr.  Hown,  Glasgow,  Kr.  Baxit, 
Cbpel  Garioch,  and  Mr.  Kr.  W.  Mabtin  (elder),  the  report  was  adopted. 

LAW  OOKKITrm. 

Hie  Assembly  named  the  following  to  be  the  Law  Committee : — Ber.  Sir  Henry 
Wellwoed  Honereifi;  Bey.  Dr.  Wilson,  Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  John  Clerk  Brodie, 
W.S^  Kr.  Donald  Beith,  W.a,  Mr.  John  M.  Balfour,  W.&,  Mr.  John  M.  M'Candlish^ 
W&,  Mr.  B.  B.  Simpaon,  W.S.,  Dr.  Anderson  Kirkwood,  Mr.  Bobert  Boas,  Glasgow, 
Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.;  Mr.  Cowan,  eonyener. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  sgain  next  day  at  eleyen  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  JUKE  1. 

The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  this  forenoon  at  eleyen  o'clock — Bey.  J, 
ChftlmeiB  Bums  in  the  chidr,  in  the  absence  of  the  Moderator,  Dr.  Thomas  Main. 

ZBB  OABB  or  MB.  A.  OAHT  KAT. 

Br.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Bills,  reported  that  Mr.  A.  Cant  Kay,  who 
had  been  suspended  by  the  Assembly,  had  presented  to  them  a  memorial  from 
ttftab  members  of  the  Loanhead  congregation,  praying  the  Assembly  to  reyerae 
their  dedsion.    The  committee  declined  to  transmit  the  memorial. 

Agreed. 

QBNXRAL  TBUttTJUSb 

Sheriff  CAMPBELL  reported  that  the  amount  of  the  funds  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  gcBcal  trostees  reached  yery  close  upon  half-a-million  ponnda.    There  was  no 
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fund  oat  of  which  io  pay  the  expenses  of  the  ij^nend  trustees  in  the  nunsgement  of 
the  funds.  There  were  now  three  years'  expenses  doe,  and  the  trustees  ssked  the 
authority  of  the  General  Assembly  to  apply  the  annual  proceeds  of  John  Knox'i 
house  towards  defraying  these  expenses.  That  was  in  accordance  with  the  viahei 
•f  the  testatrix,  Mrs.  Jeffrey. 
This  was  agreed  to. 

OHUBOH  XXTKNSIOV  CHABOO. 

Three  oTertures  were  laid  on  the  table  anent  Church  extension  charges.  The 
one  from  the  Sjnod  of  Aberdeen  asked  the  Assembly  to  dcTise  some  plsn  vhidi, 
while  giving  OTeiy  encouragement  to  self-supporting  Church  extension  chsigst,  aa 
well  as  oonser?ing  the  rights  of  all  congregations  already  sanctioned  with  a  riev  of 
being  plaeed  on  the  platform,  should  so  alter  or  modify  the  Act  of  1868  as  to  sUot 
the  Church  speedily  to  reach  the  minimum  dividend  of  £800  a  year. 

Regarding  Church  extension  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling  oTcrtured  the  Assemblf 
to  the  following  effect : — That»  considering  the  present  state  of  the  Church  and  the 
country,  the  Assembly  should  take  into  consideration  whether  the  mode  in  vUeh 
the  extension  of  the  Church  was  promoted  from  year  to  year  was  baaed  on  seniMi 
principlesi  and  adopt  such  action  in  this  matter  aa  to  their  wisdom  might  teem 
meet. 

Ko  one  appearing  in  support  of  these  orertnres,  they  were  allowed  to  l^se. 

BAHCnOiriNO  Of  KSW  CHABOXa. 

The  Committee  on  Sanctioning  of  Chaiges  recommended  to  the  Ajsembly  to 
adopt  the  following  deliTcrances : — 

(1.)  In  the  case  of  North  Queenafeny,  that  the  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  sanction  thu 
station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the 
calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Snsten- 
tibtion  Fond  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £100  is  being  contributed  to  the 
Sustentation  Pund  for  his  maintenance,  and  that  steps  be  immediately  taken  for 
baring  an  association  for  the  Sustentation  Fund.  Further,  the  Qeneral  Assemblj 
authorise  the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  esse  the  usual  grant  to 
Church  extension  charges.  The  population  of  the  district  is  2500.  There  sre  60 
members  and  180  adherents.    There  is  a  church  with  250  sittings,  free  of  debt. 

(2.)  In  the  case  of  Ettrick,  that  the  Assembly  grant  the  application,  on  the 
understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congr^^on 
shall  satisfy  the  Presbjtery  and  the  Sustentation  Fond  Committee  thai  a  sum  of  at 
least  £80  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  The 
population  attached  to  this  charge  is  about  1000.  There  Is  a  church  with  180 
sittings.  The  debt  at  present  is  £186,  but  there  is  a  prospect  of  it«  bdng  looa 
cleared  off. 

(8.)  In  the  case  of  Drumoak,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  that  tho  Assemblj 
grant  the  application,  on  the  understanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of 
a  minister,  the  parties  promoting  this  charge  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the 
Sustentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  at  least  £90  is  being  contributed  to  the 
BuBtentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  The  population  designed  to  be  served  bj 
this  new  charge  is  1500.  The  Free  Church  has  had  no  footing  in  this  district  until 
Tory  recently,  when  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Presbytery  by  150  residenterit 
requesting  the  supply  of  ordinances.  There  are  no  members  as  yet,  but  there  seema 
DO  doubt  that,  if  a  minister  was  settled,  a  congregation  of  considerable  influence  and 
resources  would  soon  be  formed. 

(4.)  In  the  case  of  Qaeea*8  Cross,  Aberdeen,  that  the  Assembly  grant  the  appli- 
cation, on  the  underatanding  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the 
psrties  promoting  it  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Com- 
mittee that  a  sum  of  at  least  £160  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sustentation  Fond 
for  his  maintenance.  This  is  a  proposed  new  charge  in  a  west-end  suburb  of  Aber- 
deen. A  church  is  in  course  of  erection.  The  population  la  large  and  is  increasing, 
and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  a  large  and  self-supporting  congregation 
will  soon  be  formed. 
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(5.)  To  tbe  Case  of  Abereorn,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Linlithgow,  thftt  the  Assemo 
bij,  00  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  tbe  aequieficence  of  parties^  decline  the 
ippiicatioo,  on  the  ground  that  while  there  appears  to  hare  been  mnch  good  work 
in  eoaneeUoB  with  the  station  daring  tbe  past  year,  it  is  evident  that  financially 
there  are  not  snffieient  means  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  a  minister ;  besides,  it 
does  not  sppear  from  the  papers  that  the  Presbytery  are  of  opinion  that  the  time 
bis  come  for  its  being  restored  to  the  position  of  a  sanctioned  charge. 

These  recommendations  were  all  agreed  to. 

8AJJE8  AKD  TBAN8FKBSNCSS  OF  PBOFEBTT. 

Hie  At sembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sales  and  Transferences 
of  Property,  which,  beiog  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to 
bj  Mr.  John  Cowan,  the  convener.  The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and  in 
iceordaooe  therewith — 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Roslin  Free  Chnrch,  with 

ttaeorrenee  of  the  congregation  and   approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  (General 

Ifsembly,  on  tbe  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqniescence  of  parties,  authorise 

Ce  Deaeons*  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested,  to  sell  the 

pment  ebnreh  and  hall,  and  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the  erection  of  the  new 

isreh  and  hall;  further,  the  General  Assembly  grant  power  to  burden  the  new 

cboefa  and  hall,  and  that  by  bond  and  disposition  in  security  in  ordinary  form,  with 

i  tm  sot  exceeding  £500,  declaring  that  upon  the  sum  so  borrowed  being  once 

t«iit]ie  power  of  borrowing  shall  cease  and  determine;  the  requirements  and 

rntnsoDs  of  Act  YIIL,  Assembly  1863,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property, 

(vi:;  always  observed.     The  General  Assembly  instruct  the  Clerk  that,  before  an 

anti  of  this  deliverance  is  issued,  the  Deacons'  Court  will  require  to  grant  an 

^igaUon,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Custodier  of  Titles,  that  the  debt  will  be  paid  off 

*.i&ia  a  period  of  ten  years. 

la  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  Congrega- 
'm  of  West  Kilbride,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the 
Pnibjtery,  the  Gkneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqoies- 
ttsee  of  parties,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  pro- 
f^j  ia  vested,  to  sell  the  present  church  and  school  with  the  ground  attached,  and 
ippij  the  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  a  new  chnrch ;  the  requirements  and  provisions 
o/  Act  Till.,  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being 
tlnji  observed. 

Is  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons*  Court  of  the  Free  Church  Congrega- 
tba  at  Stewarton,  with  concurrence  of  the  congpregation  and  approval  of  the  Presby- 
'tn,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
F^^iea,  anthorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is 
rested,  to  sell  the  present  manse,  and  hand  over  the  proceeds  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
BQilding  Fund  for  the  new  manse ;  the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII., 
Atseably  1863,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  at  Melrose, 
«iib  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  General 
Attembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise 
^e  Deaoona*  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested,  to  sell  tbe 
present  aanse  and  grounds  adjoining,  and  to  apply  tbe  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  a 
Dtv  manse  on  ground  already  belonging  to  the  congregation ;  the  requirements  and 
rrovUiona  of  Act  Till.,  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property, 
Ltiog  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons*  Court  of  Free  St.  Andrew's  Church, 
^'nenoek,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the 
Geoeral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
iuhorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested,  to 
hJ  the  present  church,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  erection  of  a  new  church ; 
tte  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII.,  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and 
traBiferenees  of  property,  being  always  observed. 

In  tbe  ease  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  Congrega- 
tion of  Tester,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbyter/ 
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the  Oenoral  Assembl  ji  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqnieaoeaee  of  parties, 
aathorise  the  Deaeona'  Court  and  the  truiteea  In  whom  the  property  is  Teaied,  to 
Bell  their  preaent  ohurch,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the  erection  of  a  new 
charcb,  to  be  bnilt  on  the  same  fen ;  the  reqairements  and  provisions  of  Act  YLIl, 
Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  obaened. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  ¥nt  Chnreh,  Comne, 
with  concnrrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  Genezil 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquieaeence  of  parties,  aathorise 
the  Deacons'  Conrt  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  Tested,  to  sail  tbe 
present  church,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  towards  making  extensive  repaiit  on  the 
manse,  and  to  other  congregational  purposes ;  the  requirements  and  proviaiona  of 
Act  YIII.,  Assembly  1868,  being  always  observed.  Quoad  uUn,  the  Qenenl 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parUes,  remit  the 
petition  and  relative  documents  to  the  Special  Conunission  of  the  Aaaembly  on  the 
transfer  of  schools. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  congregation  of  Free  St.  James's,  GHaagoir, 
approved  of  by  the  Deacons'  Conrt  and  by  the  Fresbyteiy,  the  General  Aasemblr. 
on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authoriae  tlie 
Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested,  to  aedl  the 
property  in  Bell  Street  belonging  to  them,  and  to  apply  the  proooeds,  and  alao  the 
aum  of  £500  at  present  invested,  referred  to  in  the  petition,  towards  the  extiAction 
of  the  debt  on  the  hall  and  other  buildings  in  James  Morrison  Street  Glsagov. 
belonging  to  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  said  congregation ;  the  reqairementa  and 
provisions  of  Act  YIII.,  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property, 
being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Conrt  of  the  Fint  Free  Chnreh 
</ongregation  of  Forfar,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Forfar,  with  concnrrence  of  the 
congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report 
of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Conrt  and 
the  tmstees  in  whom  the  property  Is  vested,  to  sell  and  diapose  of  their  preaent 
church  in  New  Boad,  Forfar,  and  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the  erection  of  a  nev 
church;  the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII.,  Assembly  1868,  anent  sale^ 
and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Conrt  of  Shandon  Free  Cboreb. 
with  the  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the 
trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested,  to  sell  the  piece  of  ground,  extending  to 
about  ona4hlrd  of  an  acre,  acquired  by  the  Deacons'  Conrt  In  fen  from  the  late  Sir 
James  Colquhonn,  and  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  byroad  from  the  dnrcli, 
manse,  and  school ;  the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII.,  Asaembly  186S, 
anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  observed.* 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Conrt  of  Bridgegate  Free  Cbnrcb. 
Glasgow,  the  General  Assembly  appoint  the  following  special  cozunlttee  to  consider 
the  whole  subject  and  confer  with  all  parties  interested,  and  inatmct  aiid  oonunittee 
to  report  to  the  Commission  at  its  meeting  in  August  if  possible,  or  at  any  of  in 
subsequent  diets;  and  the  Assembly  hereby  grant  power  to  the  Commisaioa  to 
dispose  finally  of  the  case— namely.  Dr.  Wilson,  Sir  Henry  Wellwood  Moncreiff,  Dr. 
Ctoold,  Dr.  Blaikie,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bums,  ministers;  Sheriff  Campbell,  Colonel  Tonnr. 
Mr.  David  Dickson,  Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlish,Mr.  WilUam  Ferguson,  Proyost  CampbeU, 
Dr.  Anderson  Kirkwood,  Mr.  John  Coiran,  W.S.,  Mr.  B.  B.  Simpion,  W.S.;  Hr 
Cowan,  convener. 

THl  OHUBCna  IN  TABKAinA. 

A  Comndssion  was  laid  on  the  table  from  the  Presbyteiy  of  Taflmania  to  the 


*  The  Extract  Minute  of  the  congregation  concurring  in  the  application,  which 
was  before  the  Presbytery,  has,  by  oversight,  not  been  forwarded  to  the  Assemblj : 
but  it  will  require  to  be  lodged  with  the  clerks  before  they  issae  an  extnet  of  the 
above  deliverance. 
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Ker.  B.  &  DaS,  V.  A.,  to  represent  the  Presb^rterian  Ghnroh  of  Taamaida  at  this 
JUaemblj.    Kr.  Doff  was  introdnced  by  Principal  Rainy. 

Mi,  DXJff  spoke  as  follows: — Moderator,  fathers  and  brethren^  after  six 
yean  ia  the  ministiy  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Tasmania,  I  esteem  it  a  great 
privilege  to  appear  before  yon  as  its  representatlye.  In  riew  of  my  retam  to  this 
eosstiy,  the  Presbytery  desired  to  do  itself  the  honour  of  offering  yon  respeetfol 
graetiogs,  and  of  submitting  a  brief  account  of  our  position  and  prospects,  in  tho 
hope  of  commending  itself  to  your  kindly  consideration.  So  far  as  I  am  aware, 
Uiii  is  probably  the  first  occasion  on  which  we  haye  formally  paid  our  respects  to 
Uiii Teneiable  Assembly  in  the  headquarters  of  Presbyterianism. 

Ai  Tasmania  holds  a  comparatively  lowly  place  among  the  Australian  Colonies, 
being  ovcnbadowed  by  Yictoria,  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  and  other  power- 
fol  neigliboujs,  it  is  proper  to  state  a  few  particulars  respecting  the  country  itself 
Ukn  speaking  of  the  Church.    Looking  at  a  map  of  the  southern  hemisphere,  yon 
Till  obaerre  a  triangular-shaped  island  120  miles  south  of  the  great  Anstnlian  Con- 
tiseat.   That  is  the  land  we  live  in — an  insignificant  speck  on  the  map  of  the 
lorid,  bat  a  tctj  bsantifol  land,  and  possessing  considerable  possibilities  for  the 
fitoe.   In  extent  It  Is  about  170  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  160  firom  east  to 
Test,  vith  an  area  of  over  fifteen  millions  of  acres.    The  climate  is  proverbially  one 
fliht  Best  healthy  and  delightful  in  the  world.    Although  diacorerod  by  the  Dutch 
h\U2,  Tasmania  was  not  colonised  till  the  early  years  of  the  present  century,  and 
MfioQtaitts  a  population  of  only  110,000.    Next  to  New  South  Wales,  it  is  the 
«deil  of  the  Anstratian  group,  yet  it  has  lagged  behind  all  the  others  in  the  race 
«f  pnperity,  and  baa  in  consequence  been  called  "  Sleepy  Hollow."    But  there  haro 
R^adj  been  aigns  of  awakening  activity  and  enterprise,  giving  promise  of  a  sno- 
f^M  fbtare.    Mineral  and  other  resources  are  now  being  rigorously  developed. 
J^  tefe  railways,  roads,  and  telegraph  lines  eonnectii^  the  various  centres  of  popu- 
iiUfli;  a  cable  unites  us  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  with  which  also  we  have 
•r^nest  steam  commonication.    The  chief  exports  are  wool,  tin,  timber,  gold,  jam, 
'niiti,  bops,  bark,  and  grain.     The  population  may  be  generally  described  as  fairly 
rspRicnttng  the  different  classes  of  British  society,  and  for  intelligence  and  worth 
fill  eofflpare  well  with  other  communities.    There  is  an  admirable  educational 
•Titeffl,  Mie  feature  of  which  may  be  noted  in  passing — ^that  two  scholarships  of  £200 
s  rear  each,  tenable  four  years  at  a  British  University,  are  annually  awarded  to 
;a9Dg  men,  being  Associates  of  Arts  (S  local  degree),  who  pass  the  best  examination. 
To  Tasmania  belongs  the  distinction  of  having  had  the  first  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter in  Asstialasia.    As  early  as  1828,  a  few  months  before  the  Bev.  Dr.  Lang 
urired  in  Sydney,  the  Bev.  Kr.  M'Arthur,  from  the  Original  Secession  Church, 
vu  Kttled  in  Hobart  Town,  having  gathered  a  congregation  around  him.    Some 
}tut  later  a  Presbytery  was  formed,  and  by  the  great  ability  and  zeal  of  the  Bev. 
Br.  Liliie,  the  status  of  the  Church  was  fully  maintained,  and  a  grati^ing  measure 
<tf  pnwperity  and  influence  acquired. 

Ko  proper  eonneetion  has  been  sustained  with  any  of  the  home  churches.  After 
the  fint  few  yean,  there  was  a  nominal  relation  with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and 
'<ff  legislative  purposes  we  were  designated  the  "  Church  of  Scotland  in  Tasmania;'* 
|nt  DO  appellate  jurisdiction  was  exercised,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  ofiicial 
iAteieonrse  kept  up,  and  our  ranks  were  filled  by  ministers  from  the  different  Pres- 
bT^rian  denominations.  Again,  twenty-five  years  ago,  while  formally  expressing 
Apathy  with  Free  Church  principles,  and  resolving  to  look  chiefly  to  that  body 
^^rtopply,  our  door  has  ever  been  open  to  all  duly  accredited  Presbyterian  ministers. 
Until  the  Commutation  Act  was  passed,  there  was  a  system  of  concurrent 
cidowment  partidpated  in  by  the  Churches  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Bome.  By 
^  statute,  Uie  difiRnent  sects  received  a  lump  sum  respectively  according  to  their 
fifmberskip.  The  amount  which  fell  to  our.  share  has  yielded  an  annual  interest 
^  ii6%,  which  18  used  to  supplement  ministerial  stipends.  The  new  arrangement 
^  not  to  afieet  the  life  interest  of  ministers  then  in  active  duty,  but  as  congre- 
gitioQt  have  become  vaeant,  the  people  have  had  for  the  first  time  to  face  the 
^^gatlon  of  supporting  religions  ordinances.  This  has  been  a  great  strain  in 
•^&t  years,  the  result  In  some  cases  being  that  charges  were  left  vacant  and 
'•aprorided  for. 
Another  difficulty  arose  from  an  indefiniteness  regarding  our  relation  to  the 
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Bute.  Always  praetieally  independent,  we  had  for  a  quarter  of  a  oenkoiy  tunted 
that  principle,  yet  in  reeent  years  our  action  bad  been  repeatedly  ehallengcd  ssd 
made  the  subjeet  of  litigation.  Snob  disputes  were  exceedingly  Vexatiooi,  and 
hnrtfnl  to  usefulness  and  inflnenee.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  them,  we  obuined 
from  the  Legislature,  within  the  past  two  years,  a  bill  providing  for  the  regoUtioo 
of  our  affairs,  in  vtrtne  of  which  our  position  is  defined,  onr  diseipline  midntained, 
and  out*  properties  and  freedom  of  action  secured.  Onr  old  designation,  which  vu 
misleading,  was  exchanged  for  a  new  and  correct  name — "  Presbyterian  Ohureh  of 
Tasmania." 

If  we  started  first  among  the  colonies  in  the  Presbyterian  cause,  I  fear  it  noat 
be  admitted  we  hare  been  the  least  successful.  The  census  of  this  year  will  pro- 
bably show  that  the  Free  Church  and  onrselyes  are  about  ten  thousand  strong. 
What  provision  hsve  we  made  for  these?  The  Presbytery  of  Tasmania,  which  I 
represent,  comprises  at  present  nine  regular  charges,  and  one  mission  station ;  tbe 
Free  Chureh  has  three  chsiges  and  one  mission  station.  If  the  population  were  at 
all  ooncentrated  the  agency  would  not  appear  insufficient,  but  scattered  as  tb« 
people  are,  and  four  of  the  congregations  being  in  the  two  chief  towns,  there  are 
important  districts,  where  numerous  Presbyterians  reside,  which  wo  have  hitbtito 
been  obliged  to  leave  uncared  for.  Should  it  seem  good  to  your  Coloidal  (km- 
mittee  to  send  us  a  suitable  man,  guaranteeing  hia  stipend  in  whole  or  in 
part  for  two  or  three  years,  to  labour  in  a  necessitous  locality,  we  are  confident  ke 
would  have  a  most  useful  sphere  which  would  soon  be  self-supporting,  and  a 
stimulus  would  be  given  to  church-extension  in  our  midst.  Such  praetiod  reeog* 
nition  on  your  part  would  do  much  to  strengthen  the  Presbyterian  Cbnreh  in  Tas- 
mania. We  have  recently  onrselvea  made  progress  in  this  direction.  Several 
chnrehes,  shut  up  for  years,  have  been  reopened,  and  new  ground  haa  been  broken. 

We  have  tried  to  frame  a  sustentation  fund,  taking  yours  as  our  model  Ai 
only  one  of  the  charges  is  now  occupied  by  a  state-paid  minister,  and  the  othcn 
all  receive  help  from  the  Debenture  Fund,  effbrta  in  extension  an  neeenarily 
limited. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  past  few  years  has  been  the  publieation  of  a  monthlj 
magazine,  communicating  intelligence  as  to  our  work,  and  fumUhing  sslstarj 
Christian  reading  to  bush  homes,  some  of  which  are  far  removed  from  ordiasneo. 
The  usefulness  of  such  an  organ  when  properly  conducted  is  great,  and  ours  ba$ 
proved  of  much  service.  In  the  Colonies  it  is  specially  important  for  Chnrehes  u> 
recognise  the  value  of  the  press  as  an  aeeessory  to  the  pulpit  in  Christian  work. 
In  a  mixed  community  newspapers  are  frequently  little  in  sympathy  with  oar 
objects  and  procedure  as  a  Church.  Instead  of  complaining  about  this,  we  try  u 
remedy  it  by  making  a  good  use  of  the  press  ourselves. 

As  another  indieation  of  vitality,  the  subject  of  training  students  for  the  nini£- 
try  has  recently,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history,  engaged  serious  attention.  Tvv 
young  men  are  at  present  studying  under  the  Presbytery.  The  Taswanisn  sysUD 
of  education,  already  referred  to,  provides  a  fair  basis  for  theological  study  in  tke 
**  A.  A."  degree.  Students  must  at  least  reach  that  standard  before  they  eater  oa 
onr  four  years*  course  of  divinity,  then  we  train  them  as  well  as  we  can  by  tutorial 
soperintendence  and  quarterly  examinations.  Among  our  people,  as  with  you,  there 
is  an  unmistakable  desire  not  to  lower  the  standard  of  ministerial  edueatlon,  and  ve 
shall  endeavour  to  secure  that  our  young  men  be  so  trained  as  to  reflect  credit  en 
the  Church.  We  look  forward  with  interest  to  the  proper  equipment  of  the  theolo- 
gical faculty  in  the  Chureh  of  Victoria  as  likely  to  afford  superior  opportonities  for 
professional  study,  of  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  take  advantage.  The  quesUoo  of 
scholarships  has  been  before  us  in  Tasmania.  There  lately  passed  from  oar  midai 
an  elder  of  the  Charch,  one  who  to  high  social  position  added  the  inestimable  worth 
of  a  blameless  life.  To  connect  a  theological  scholarship  with  the  name  of  Sir 
Robert  Officer,  would  be  an  appropriate  tribute  to  his  memory,  and  of  laatlog  serriee 
to  the  Church.    I  rejoice  to  add  there  is  a  prospect  of  this  being  soon  realised^ 

As  might  be  expected  from  fresh  activity  in  church  extenaioa,  we  have  not  loit 
sight  of  the  claims  of  heathen  missions,  although  we  have  yet  done  very  little  in  tfata 
important  work.  The  New  Hebrides  Mission  is  the  special  chaige  of  the  Australian 
Church,  and  we  are  anxious  to  do  our  share  in  its  support.  Onr  Sabbath  sehooie 
contribute  to  the  "  Dayspring,'*  and  we  have  a  considerable  sum  in  the  bank  resdr 
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to  be  Med  in  rapport  of  a  mustonary  of  oar  own  to  the  islanda,  aa  soon  as  we  can 
cet  t  mitable  man.  It  ii  part  of  mj  InBtmctions  to  try  to  obtain  aach  a  laboarer ; 
n  M  wre  Tmnnia  ean  and  will  support  him.  In  thia  important  undertaking 
wt  bare  the  hearty  eo-operation  of  the  Free  Chorch  Preabyterjr. 

Sefitttnee  most  now  be  made  to  the  relations  of  the  two  Presbyteries  and  the 
tvo  little  Cbmehes.  Indeed,  there  Is  no  qaestion  I  more  readily  anticipate  than — 
Yihj  are  yon  not  nnited  t  About  twenty -eight  years  ago  the  Free  Church  more- 
BMftt  be^  in  Tasmania,  and  the  three  congregations  now  existing  were  formed. 
Our  Pxeahyteiy  records  show  that  as  early  as  1857  we  made  overtures  for  union, 
w&iek  were  repeated  in  subsequent  years  without  effect.  Little  has  been  done  in 
ik9  istcrral,  end  while  onion  has  been  effected  in  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and 
New  Zetland  with  gratifying  xeanlta — ^while  the  other  colonies  find  one  Presbyterian 
'  iiDrdi  eaeiigh,  sad  all  the  stronger  because  it  is  one — we  present  the  anomaly  of 
uo  imaU  aeets  eontinuing  separate  without  good  reason.  To  remain  disunited  is 
ibdefiBBjible^  snd  it  would  be  difficult  to  giro  any  intelligible  cause  for  remaining  in 
this  position  so  long.  The  Presbytery  of  Tasmania  is  as  free  as  the  Free  Presbjtery 
9/TuBisnia.  The  Free  Church,  as  well  as  we,  take  a  share  of  Goyernment  Deben- 
tam,  aad  some  of  onr  ministers  are  from  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  The  Free 
Cbuck  has  still  only  the  three  regular  congregationa  with  which  it  atarted ;  it  ia 
ctif  of  late  our  Pkeabytery  haa  done  much  to  extend  its  useful uess.  The  ministers 
<>'  iM  eae  Church  are  nearly  all  young  and  full  of  energy,  the  Free  Church  brethren 
uinea  of  mature  experience;  the  combination  would  be  beneficial,  rendering  Taa- 
aaitt  Presbyterianism  a  power  in  the  land  worthy  of  a  Church  with  a  great  name 
lod  katory.  I  do  not  know  of  any  proper  reason  to  prerent  the  union  coming 
•m.  There  are  aigna  we  are  drawing  nearer  to  each  other.  Besides  united  action 
^^nign  missions,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  other  Presbytery  lately  accepted 
^  «a  oar  Editorial  Committee,  and  in  the  bill  passed  through  Parliament  to 
f^^aiate  oar  affairs  we  had  a  special  paragrraph  drawn  to  facilitate  union,  at  all 
'^U  to  keep  the  door  open  for  it ;  and  I  obserre  It  was  the  intention  of  onr 
i»fet^rea  to  invite  onr  co-operation  in  celebrating  the  centenary  of  Chalmers — a 
uae  aa  mneh  yenerated  in  our  Presbjtery  as  in  theirs.  We  have  waited  long, 
<>ir  a  little  more  patience  is  needed.  The  past  attitude  of  the  Free  Church  of 
*^0BUand  in  regard  to  this  question  elsewhere,  is  proof  that  onr  union  would  be 
^mable  to  yon. 

Well,  I  have  not  come  to  tell  yon  of  a  Church  with  a  prosperous  history  like 
^  is  Yictoiia  or  Otago,  or  which  has  anything  so  creditable  to  say  for  herself  as 
UK  Cbvehes  of  New  South  Wales  or  Canterbury  (New  Zealand) ;  but,  however  sad 
i&l  cilamitoua  mneh  of  our  past  has  been,  we  are  now  standing  with  onr  faces  to 
•^  fotoFe,  snd  "  forgetting  the  Uitngs  Uiat  are  behind,"  we  open  our  hearts  to  the 
^^nd  Uccsea  and  the  sunlight,  eager  by  Divine  blessing  to  do  for  our  adopted 
•ud  what  she  baa  a  right  to  expect  from  a  Church  with  a  great  past  like  that  of 
Pnabjierianisa.  Moderator,  I  have  just  landed  after  a  long  voyage  of  fifteen 
veeb  on  board  one  of  the  largest  ships  sailing  to  Australia,  and  I  noticed  that  the 
'c^peetfol  salttialiona  of  the  tiniest  craft  approaching  us  were  graciously  received 
Kfld  responded  to.  There  is  a  more  splendid  freemasonry  than  that  of  the  seas, 
^bile  we  are  tolling  and  rowing  in  onr  little  boat,  seeing  your  stately  vessel  pass, 
«e  beckon  to  you,  onr  stronger  partners  in  the  other  ship,  to  help  ns  with  sym- 
Hibf  and  encouragement — ^to  give  na  your  prayers.  On  behalf  of  the  Church  I 
f^pRsent^  I  beg  yon  to  accept  Uie  assurance  of  our  profound  veneration  and  affec- 
^*ttte  isgard.  From  the  ends  of  the  earth  the  message  wafted  to  you  over  the 
t^u  is  the  old  but  ever  fresh  and  beautiful  aspiration — "  Peace  be  within  thy 
*»Ui,  and  proaperity  within  thy  palaces.  For  my  brethren  and  companiona'  sakes, 
I  will  BOW  say.  Peace  be  within  thee.*' 

Principal  BAINT  moved  as  follows :— "  The  General  Assembly,  having  heard 
^^  great  satiafaetion  the  address  of  Hr.  Duff,  record  their  deep  interest  in  the 
Pmbjrteiiaa  Ghurehea  of  Tasmania,  and  the  satisfaction  with  which  they  regard  the 
prvpectof  a  seriptaial  union  between  them.** — Agreed. 

KOicnrATioir  of  btahdhto  qoukstteib, 

Ur.  SCBTMQEOUR,  Olaagow,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
5«auDation  of  Standing  Committees. 
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Mr.  OILLESPIEi  Airdrie,  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  two  Presbyteiiei  io 
different  parte  of  the  conntiy,  and  he  found  that  it  was  utterly  neeleea  lor  Pxesbj- 
teriea  to  send  in  nominations  for  the  variona  committeea,  as  no  attention  wae  gi?en 
to  them. 

Mr.  SCBYMGEOUB  said  thai  this  year  the  nominations  sent  in  by  PreabTteria 
had  been  attended  to,  with  one  ezoeption;  and  in  tliat  case  the  Presbytery  wsgeo 
far  distant  that  it  would  incur  considerable  expense  to  the  eommitteeu 

Mr.  MANSSLL»  Bachan,  said  there  was  a  terribld  auoimt  of  dtnaysfiwiioa 
throughout  the  Church  on  this  matter.  Members  got  on  the  roll  of  these  eonuDitr 
tees,  and  the  only  way  he  oould  express  it  was  in  the  words, ''  I  go  on  for  e?er.' 
(Langhter.) 

Mr.  FBBQUSON  of  Kinmundy  stated  that  no  fewer  than  fifteen  members  of  Ibe 
Home  Mission  Committee  had  gone  off  this  year,  and  had  not  been  re«eleeted. 

The  Auembly  approved  generally  of  the  report^  and,  in  aocordance  theiewilb, 
adopted  the  following  recommendations : — 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  aa  follo1n^-Sir 
H.  Wellwood-Moncrbiff,  Mr.  A.  H.  Cowan,  Mr.  George  (Montrose),  Dr.  Beiih,  Mr. 
A.  Mackenzie  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  Ewing  (Dundee),  Mr.  William  Scxymgeoor,  Dt. 
Peter  M'Leish,  Mr.  David  Simpson,  Mr.  Duncan  M'Lean,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bobert 
Howie,  Mr.  B.  M.  Thornton,  Principal  Bainy,  Mr.  George  Bain,  Mr.  WiUiaa 
Shearer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Fraser,  Mr.  James  Matthew,  Mr.  John  Jenkins,  Mr.  Haleolis 
White,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie  (Falkland),  Mr.  B.  M'Morran,  Mr.  Aiexmnder  Iiee,Mr. 
Bobert  Bremner,  Dr.  John  Thomson,  Dr.  W.  Wilson,  Dr.  M*Lanohlan,  Mr.  Alei- 
ander  Whyte,  Mr.  A.  F.  Moir,  Mr.  James  Iverach,  Mr.  B.  Lorimer,  Mr.  Cfaariet 
Gordon,  Mr.  M.  P.  Jolinston,  Mr.  John  Bobertson,  Mr.  W.  F.  Goldie,  Mr.  Goidos 
Webster,  Mr.  A.  C.  Faliarton,  Mr.  Neil  Taylor,  Mr.  John  Isdale,  Mr.  Jamts  Selkirk, 
Mr.  Alexander  Anderson,  Mr.  George  Wallace,  Mr.  William  Bell,  Mr.  James  Mar- 
doch.  Dr.  Hugh  Macmillan,  Mr.  W.  H.  Carslaw,  Professor  Bruce,  Mr.  B.  Paul, 
Mr.  B.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  T.  Crerar,  Mr.  J.  M'Ewan,  Mr.  John  Laiid,  Mr.  J.  Sin- 
clair, Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  A.  S.  Mitchell,  Mr.  D.  M'Master,  Mr.  J.  S.  Clark,  Mr.  J. 
Chalmers,  Mr.  J.  S.  Anderson,  Mr.  B.  B.  Watson,  ministers ;  Mr.  Thomas  Martio, 
Mr.  Dayid  Dickson,  Mr.  Walter  Davidson,  Mr.  John  Logan,  Mr.  John  M.  M'Csn- 
dlish,  Mr.  Josiah  LiTingstone,  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  Charles  Cowas,  Mr. 
George  Martin,  Mr.  Dayid  Shaw  (W.S.),  Mr.  Bobert  C.  Gray  (SJ3.C.),  Mr.  C.  W. 
Cowan,  Mr.  K  B.  Simpson  (W.S.),  Mr.  John  Parker,  Mr.  Bobert  Brotohie,  Mr. 
Thomaa  M'Micking,  Mr.  Alexander  SeoU,  Mr.  P.  D.  Swan,  Mr.  William  Wood,  Mr. 
William  Ferguson,  Mr.  Hugh  Davidson,  Mr.  Alexander  A.  Fergosoa,  Mr.  Altf* 
ander  Kirkpatrick,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Mr.  Walter  M*Lellan,  Mr«  J.  Doncan  Smitb, 
Mr.  E.  A.  Stuart  Gray,  Mr.  J.  Harvey,  Mr.  W.  Miller,  Mr.  T.  W.  Brown,  Mr. 
William  Eidston,  Mr.  John  M'Clore,  Mr.  D.  Fraser,  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson,  Mr.  T. 
BUmie,  Mr.  William  Innes,  Dr.  Grainger  Stewart,  Mr.  WUliam  Dickson,  Dx.  J.  i. 
Guise  (Crieff),  elders,-^Dr.  Wilson  and  Principal  Bainy,  jolnt-conveneta. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Education  Committee  as  follows : — ^Mr.  Alexssder 
Wilson,  Mr.  James  Innes,  Dr.  W.  Fraaer,  Mr.  A.  F.  Moir,  Mr.  Jamea  Iveneb,  Dr. 
T.  Main,  Mr.  Alexander  Bankin,  Mr.  George  Clazy,  Mr.  G.  Philip,  Mr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  Finlay  M<Pheraon,  Mr.  James  Ewin&  Mr.  A.  Mscken* 
zie  (Falkland),  Mr.  John  Laird,  Mr.  John  M'Eiran,  Dr.  A.  B.  Davidson,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Macphail,  Mr.  J.  G.  Cunningham,  Mr.  James  Morrison  (Urqohari),  Dr.  Begg,  Mr.  J. 
Brown,  Mr.  William  Nixon,  Mr.  George  D.  Low,  minUters;  Mr.  James  Wilun, 
Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  A.  S.  Baird,  Mr.  Bobert  Lumsden,  Mr.  Charles  Covin, 
Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  David  Dickson,  Mr.  Alexander  Gray,  Mr.  Bobert  & 
Gray,  Mr.  William  Kidston,  Mr.  J.  Parlane,  Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlish,  Mtur-^^ 
Main,  convener. 

The  Auembly  appointed  the  Home  Mission  Committee  as  follows:— Mr.  A 
Henderson,  Professor  Blaikie,  Mr.  W.  Scrymgeonr,  Dr.  P.  M'Leish,  Dr.  Tbcisas 
Smith,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  James  Johnstone,  Mr.  B.  Howie,  Mr.  John  Isdale, 
Mr.  Thomas  Cochrane,  Mr.  Andrew  Inglis,  Dr.  Nicolson,  Mr.  John  Edgar,  Mr. 
James  Hunter,  Mr.  James  Spence,  Dr.  Beith,  Mr.  James  Wells,  Dr.  W.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Duncan  Maclaren,  Mr.  B.  M*Morran,  Mr.  George  Bain,  Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  Andrew 
Keay^  Mr.  Jamea  Iveracb,  Mr,  David  Simpson,  Mr.  P.  Macainsb,  Mr.  John  MnrisT, 
Mr.  Malcolm  White,  Mr.  John  BoberUon,  Mr.  M.  P.  Johnston,  Mr.  B.  Lorimer,  Mr. 
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Jtmes  Cuena,  Mr.  A.  Wftrnek,  Mr.  Qordon  Webster,  Mr.  Charles  Qordon,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Lawrie,  Mr.  A.  C.  Fallarton,  Mr.  James  Selkirk,  Mr.  Alexander  Anderson, 
Mr.  Geeige  Wailaee,  Mr.  James  Morrison,  Mr.  Thomas  Grant,  Professor  Broee,  Mr.  T. 
JLB.  PMeiBon,  Mr.  A.  Sankine,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  A.  F.  Moir  (Woodside),  Mr.  James 
Ewiag,  Mr.  J.  Sinciair,  Mr.  D.  D.  Ba&nerman,  Mr.  Alexander  Lee  (Naim),  Mr.  Hugh 
3l«ir,  Mr.  J.  S.  Sonenille,  Mr.  A.  M.  Craig,  Mr.  A.  8.  Mitchell,  Mr.  John  8. 
Cltfk,  ministeia;  Colonel  Yonng,  Mr.  T.  M'Mieking,  Captain  B.  Mackenzie, 
Mr.  Jaaes  Slereiisoii,  Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  David  Simeon,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman, 
Mr.  John  Towert^  Mr.  John  Harrey,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  George  Martin, 
Mr.  Mobcri  IL  Simpson  (W.S.),  Mr.  William  Henderaon,  Ber.  John  Boberts, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Brown,  Mr.  William  Pergnson,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  Mr. 
BobeilH.  IsdaJe,  Dr.  J.  A.  Ooise,  Mr.  Hugh  DaTldson,  Mr.  Bobert  Brotcbie,  Mr. 
Ednid  CUrd,  Mr.  Kirkpatriek,  Mr.  Matthew  Fairlie,  Mr.  A.  8.  Baird,  Mr.  J. 
Draeaa  Smith,  Mr.  Stoari  Gray,  Mr.  Walter  M'Lellan,  Mr.  John  M'Clnre,  Mr. 
D.  Fruer,  Mr.  W.  Innes,  Mr.  John  Mnir,  Captain  Makgill,  Mr.  A.  A.  Ferguson 
GUqow),  Mr.  J.  Bobertson  (Glasgow),  Mr.  J.  B.  Miller,  Mr.  T.  Binnie,  Mr.  William 
HjaultoB,  Mr.  George  Logan  of  Hume  Hall,  Mr.  J.  Bertram  of  Cranshaus,  Mr. 
Sdbcit  Simaon,  eldera,— -Dr.  Adam  and  Mr.  James  Wells,  joint-conveners. 

Tkt  Assembly  reappointed  the  Committee   on    Highlands   and    Islands    as 

lulovi:— Mr.  Neil  Dewar,  Mr.  Allan  Sinclair,  Mr.  A.  Mackintosh,  Mr.   Evan 

GffdoD,  Mr.  J.  C.  M'Phail,  Mr.  A.  G.  M<Gilllvray,  Dr.  Begg,  Mr.  Mackenzie  (Edin- 

W|hi.  Kr.  M'Morran^  Dr.  Kennedy,  Dr.  M*Laaehlan,  Mr.  William  Boss,  Dr.  Elder, 

MrLtLFraser,  Mr.  G.  M'Donald,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Kelman,  Mr.  Grant 

TakMr.  A.  CbmeroD,  Mr.  M.  M'Askill,  Mr.  J.  M'Tavish,  Mr.  W.  Boss  Taylor, 

Mr.  ikgald  Maepherson,  Professor  Bruce,  Mr.   Alexander   Lee,  Mr.  Alexander 

rr|ikart,Dr.  Beiifa,  Mr.  M'Coll  (L<A:halBh),  Mr.  M^CoU  (Glenlyon),  Mr.  D.  M'Master, 

i^adpsl  Bainy,  Mr. William  Fraser  (Lochgilphead),  ministers ;  Mr.  Gkorge  Mariin, 

JftThemas  Maraa  (aA.),  Mr.  William  Kidaton,  Mr.  Duncan  Grant,  Dr.  Pringle, 

3ft  James  Stevenson,  Mr.  John  Cowan  (W.S.),  Mr.  John  Macdonald,  Mr.  Dagald 

l^pbell,  Mr.  Charlea  JiacKenzie,  Mr.  Alexander  Lee,  Mr.  Thomas  Chalmers,  Mr. 

fiWiam  DidLscm,  Mr.  J.  M'Laren,  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  Captain  Mackenzie,  Bailie 

'f  DouU  (Aberdeen),  elders, — Dr.  M'Laneblan,  convener. 

Tbt  Assembly  Appointed  the  Colonial  Committee  as  follows : — Mr.  Andrew 
Mdnlle,  Mr.  J.  C.  Boms,  Mr.  John  B.  Omond,  Mr.  B.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  J.  H.  Thom- 
»''«,Mr.  Alexander  Wilson,  Mr.  James  Dodds,  Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Glenluce),  Mr.  J.  M. 
M-Cdioeh,  Mr.  K.  Moody-Stuart,  Mr.  Biehard  Waterston,  Mr.  A.  H.  Cowan,  Mr. 
•  wes  Gibson,  Mr.  P.  C.  Pnrves,  Dr.  Thomson,  Mr.  M*Ewan,  Mr.  J.  M.  Sloan,  Mr. 
i^i«ard  A.  Thomson,  3lr.  W.  Flndlay  (Larkhall),  Mr.  John  Jenkins  (Dandee),  Mr. 
l.uiie  (Tnlliallan),  Mr.  John  Kelman,  Mr.  Dugald  M'Phenon,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson, 
j(r.  SUphen  (Kelty),  Mr.  M'Tavuh  (Inverness),  Mr.  Shearer  (Swinton),  Mr.  William 
^i,  Hr.  George  Maedonald,  Mr.  Thom  (Kilmarnock),  Mr.  John  Fraser,  Principal 
^^rovn,  Mr.  N.  Lu  Walker,  Mr.  B.  M.  Thornton,  Mr.  J.  M'Dermld,  Mr.  G.  H. 
J^igktfMr.  G.  Benny  (Wick).  Mr.  John  Nixon,  Mr.  D.  D.  M'Isaac,  ministers;  Mr. 
^^  Kerr,  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  Mr.  D.  M.  WaUon,  Mr.  James  Balfour  (W.S.),  Mr. 
D.  Dickson,  Mr.  CL  W.  Cowan,  Colonel  Davidson,  Mr.  John  Maclaren,  Mr.  William 
Headenon,  Mr.  Craigie  Bell  (W.S.),  Mr.  A.  A.  Ferguson  (Glasgow),  Bev.  C.  G. 
^^  Mil  J.  D.  Inglia,  elders, — Mr.  B.  G.  Balfour,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Continental  Committee  as  follows : — Mr.  James 
'^^brawDr.  J.  Thomson,  Mr.  David  K.  Gathrie,  Dr.  W.  M.  Nicolson,  Mr.  J.  B. 
'.>aoad,  Dr.  Goold«  Mr.  B.  Smith  (Corsoek),  Mr.  A.  Thomson  (Tester),  Professor 
BUikis,  Dr.  G.  B.  Davidson,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  Mr.  T.  Brown,  Mr.  Laurie,  Mr. 
H'KviB,  Mr.  Buuiennan,  Mr.  Walter  Wood,  Mr.  Connlngham,  Mr.  Flndlay,  Prin- 
<^{4l  Brown,  Mr«  Dogald  M*Pherson,  Mr.  John  Thomson  (Leith),  Mr.  W.  H.  Cam- 
^*»  Mr.  Bobert  Pan],  Mr.  B.  Waterston,  Mr.  J.  Dodds,  Mr.  William  Affleck,  Mr.  J. 
C.  BonSy  Mr.  E.  A.  Thomson,  Mr.  A.  Henderson,  Mr.  James  Spence,  Mr.  Alexander 
(^Boa,  Mr.  J.  S.  SomerviUe,  Mr.  John  Nixon,  Mr.  D.  D.  M'Isaac,  Mr.  B.  Boog 
^Usgn,  Mr.  Thomaa  Crerar,  tniniatera ;  Bev.  J.  G.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  William 
^^MD,  Mr.  John  Cowan  (Beeslack),  Mr.  Bobert  B.  Simpson  (W.S.),  Mr.  James 
^^l^ov,  Mr.  D.  Maelagan,  Mr.  Stair  Kerr,  Mr.  Edward  Caird,  Colonel  Yonng,  Mr. 
^iottt  Qny,  Mr.  T.  Clark,  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington^  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  Mt.  W.  M. 
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Neilson,  Hr.  Barbour,  Mr.  Joha  Piirker,  Mr.  T.  Binnie,  Mr.  Bdwizd  C^rd,  elders,— 
Mr.  D.  Maolagan  and  Colonel  Yoang,  joint-conTenera. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Foreign  Misaions  Oommittee  as  follows : — Prefetur 
Candlisb,  Mr.  James  Wells,  Mr.  George  Pbilip,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  John  M'Dermid^Hr. 
A.  B.  Campbell,  Mr.  Thomaa  Main,  Mr.  Malcolm  White,  Mr.  Thomas  Addis,  Dr.T. 
Smith,  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  Mr.  Finlay  Macpherson,  Mr.  Thomas  BiOn,  Mr.  J.  E 
Wilson,  Mr.  James  Johnston,  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor,  Mr.  Saademan,  Mr.  James  Stalker, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Sloan,  Mr.  A.  Urqabart,  Dr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  A.  Wbyte,  Mr.  J.  a  Mic- 
phail,  Mr.  W.  Stephen,  Mr.  Andrew  Melville,  Mr.  James  Hunter,  Dr.  Aadiev 
Bonar,  Mr.  Thom  (Kilmarnock),  Mr.  John  Fraser,  Dr.  Hugh  Maemillan,  Mr.  Jam  a 
Morrison,  Mr.  K.  Howie,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  Principal  Brown,  Mr.  R.  M.  Thomtoa. 
Hr.  J.  Drummond,  Mr.  D.  Somerville,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bell,  Mr.  G.  Benny,  Mr.  A.  MtlUr 
(Buckie),  Mr.  W.  H.  Carslaw,  ministers ;  Mr.  Stair  Kerr,  Mr.  James  Miller,  Ooloa«l 

A.  G.  Young,  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  Mr.  John  Drybroogb,  LienU-Colonel  David- 
Bon,  Mr.  John  Cowan  (Beeslack),  Mr.  John  Muir,  Mr.  John  Maelaren,  Dr.  J, 

B.  Flemiog,  Dr.  Benjamin  Bell,  Dr.  Priogle,  Mr.  Henry  Tod,  Captain  Maekenrie. 
Mr.  William  Wood,  Mr.  David  Maclagan,  Dr.  George  Smith,  Dr.  J.  A.  Onise, 
Dr.  John  Moir,  Mr.  John  M.  Balfour,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Mr.  John  Chalmers,  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  Mr.  William  Kidston,  Dr.  Graham,  Mr.  D.  Simson,  Mr.  J.  Stephen, 
Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  J.  D.  IngUs,  Mr.  R.  Simson,  Mr.  G.  Logan,  Mr.  J. 
Bertram,  Mr.  John  Muir,  Mr.  Walter  Duncan,  elders, — Dr.  Main,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Committee  on  Conversion  of  the  Jews  as  follovs:— 
Mr.  J.  Thomson  (Leith),  Mr.  Thomas  Brown  (Edinburgh),  Principal  Brown,  Hr.  K. 
Moody-Stuart,  Mr.  William  Affleck,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  Dr.  John  Thomson,  Mr.  J. 
H.  Wilson,  Dr.  A.  Moody-Stuart,  Mr.  Walter  Wood,  Mr.  Robert  Bremner,  Mr.  Joha 
M.  Sloan,  Mr.  Thomas  Bain,  Mr.  Robert  Smith;  Mr.  James  Dodds,  Mr.  Sandemuif 
Dr.  A.  A.  Bonar,  Mr.  Findlay  (Larkhall),  Mr.  Andrew  Thom,  Mr.  W.  Cousin,  Mr. 
W.  A.  Gray,  Mr.  James  Cameron,  Mr.  J.  G.  Cunningham,  3Ir.  W.  B.  Taylor,  Mr. 
A.  B.  Campbell,  Dr.  Robert  M'Donald,  Mr.  J.  M'Diarmid,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bell, 
Mr.  J.  Drummond,  Mr.  R.  Paul,  Mr.  John  Chalmers,  Mr.  John  Morgan,  ministen ; 
Mr.  William  Dickson,  Rev.  John  RoberU,  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  C.  W.  Cowan, 
Professor  Simpson,  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  Mr.  F.  Brown-Douglas,  Mr.  Stair  Kerr. 
Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller,  Mr.  Thomaa  Binnie. 
Colonel  Touug,  Mr.  G.  F.  Barbour,  Captain  Makgill,  Mr.  J.  D.  Inglla,  elders,— Dr. 
A.  Moody-Stuart,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Church  and  Manse  Building  Fund  Committee  u 
follows:— Dr.  W.  Wilson,  Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  James  Wells,  Mr.  D.  M'Lean  (Allantook. 
Dr.  M'Lauchlau,  Professor  Macgregor,  Mr.  W.  R.  Taylor,  Mr.  John  M'Dermid,  Dr. 
liegg,  Dr.  G.  R.  Davidson,  miuistera ;  Provost  Swan,  Mr.  John  Cowan  (Beeslaek), 
Mr.  John  Wilson  (Wellnage),  Mr.  D.  Maclagan,  Mr.  J.  Stevenson  (Glasgow),  Mr. 
Thomas  Binnie,  Mr.  John  M.  Robertson,  Mr.  D.  W.  Paterson,  Mr.  James  Watt, 
Colonel  Young,  Mr.  R  H.  Isdale,  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  Mr.  William 
Wood,  Mr.  John  Harvey,  elders, — Dr.  Wilson  and  Professor  Macgregor,  Joint-coa* 
veners. 

The  Assembly  reappointed  the  Pre-Disruption  Ministers*  Fund  Committee  u 
follows : — Mr.  D.  Thorbum,  Mr.  John  Murray  (Newburgh),  Dr.  Begg,  Principil 
Rainy,  Mr.  J.  R.  Omond,  Dr.  Andrew  Bonar,  Dr.  G.  R.  Davidson,  Dr.  Adam,  minii- 
ters ;  Mr.  William  Wood,  Mr.  William  Kidston,  Colonel  Yoong,  Mr.  P.  D.  Swan, 
Dr.  Anderson  Kirkwood,  Mr.  D.  Maclsgan,  elders, — Mr.  William  Wood,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Assembly  Arrangements'  Committee  as  follows  :— 
Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  W.  Nixon,  Principal  Rainy,  Dr.  MLauchlan,  Dr.  Goold,  Sir  H.  W. 
Moncreiff,  Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  £.  A.  Thomson,  Mr.  Aleiaader 
Whyte,  Mr.  A.  Melville,  Dr.  WillUm  Wilson,  Dr.  Begg,  Principal  Douglas,  Mr. 
Bannerman,  Mr.  A.  H.  Cowan,  ministers ;  Mr.  John  Macdonald,  Mr.  D.  Maclagtn, 
Mr.  David  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  M'Micking,  Mr.  James  Balfour,  Mr.  WUUam  Dickson. 
Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlish,  Mr.  F.  Brown-Douglas,  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  Sheriff  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  J.  Cowan  (W.S.),  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  Mr.  D.  Shaw,  Mr.  Daniel  Fraser,  Mr. 
J.  Harvey,  elders, — The  Moderator,  convener ;  Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiff,  vice-convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Finance  Committee  as  follows : — Mr.  R.  C.  SmiUi, 
Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  A.  Melville,  Mr.  Walter  Wood,  Dr.  Wilson,  Mr.  R.  Gordon. 
Dr.   Adam,  ministers;  Mr.  William  Wood,  Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlish,  Mr.  Thomas 
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U  Ki«kiQg;  Mr.  John  Cowan  (W.S.),  Mr.  John  MCIure,  Mr.  Thomas  Bionte,  Mr. 

DATid  Hiclagin,  Mr.  F.  Brown-Douglas,  Mr.  D.  M.  Wataon,  Mr.  Tbomaa  Olark,  Mr. 

J.  HarvBf,  Mr.  William  Kidaton,  elders,— Mr.  William  Wood,  convener. 

The  Assemblj  appointed  the  Pablications'  Commiitee  as  follows  :^Mr.  Alex- 
ander Wbyte,  Mr.  N.  U  Walker.  Dr.  M'Lauchlao,  Principal  Bainj,  Dr.  Marcaa 

Dodda,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Cunningham,  Dr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  R.   Waterston,  Mr.   D.  D. 

BiSBefmaa,  Dr.  Binnie,  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson,  Dr.  Blaikie,  Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiff,  Mr. 

Taonii  Brown,  Mr.  W.  Findlaj,  Mr.  W.  Sciymgeonr,  Professor  Candllsb,  Mr.  W.  Ross, 

Mr.  l.Heiidenon,  Mr.  Cusln,  Dr.  William  Wilson,  ministers ;  Mr.  D.  Maclagan,  Mr. 

M'llliiBi  Wood,  Mr.  David  Dickaon.  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  Mr. 

Tbooas  Claik,  Dr.  W.  G.  Blaekie,  Mr.  James  Sjme,  elders,— Mr.  J.  G.  Cunningham, 

cjartaer. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Board  of  Examiners  as  follows : — Principal  Douglas, 

Trokuot  Salmoudy  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Principal  Bainy,  Professor  Bruce,  Mr.  R. 

A.  Mitchell,  Mr.  M.  Bannntyne,  Professor  Lindsay,  Professor  Candlish,  Mr.  Alex- 

Mdtr  Whyte,  Dr.  BUukie,  Mr.  William  Laughton,  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  Mr.  P.  T. 

Molzbead,  Mr.  Robert  Howie,  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  Mr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Robert 

Ggidon,  Mr.  J'ames  Matthew,  Dr.  Binnie,  Mr.  James  Wells,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Mr. 

Jaoei  Stalker,  Mr.  John  Dunlop,  Mr.  Lewis  Davidson,  Mr.  G.  G.  Cameron,  Mi*.  J. 

G.  CaoniDgham,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Findlay,  Mr.  James  tones,  Principal  Brown,  Dr. 

Hugragor,  Dr.  Smeaton,  Dr.   Duns,  Dr.  Davidson,  Professor  Smith,  Dr.   W.  M 

^kclno,  ministers ;  Rev.  John  Laing,  Mr.  James  Sinie,  Rev.  J.  Grant  Mackintosh, 

Sev.  James  Kennedy,  elders, — Mr.  Alexander  Whyte,  convener. 
Ik  Assembly  appointed  the  Committee  on  the  Distribution  and  Employment  of 

Prittbners  as  follows :— Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  R.  C.  Smith.  Mr.  J.  C.  Bums,  Mr. 

Jiaea  Smith  (Cramond),  Mr.  Robert  M*Corkle,  Mr.  James  Innes,  Mr.  D.  D.  Banner^ 

CM.  Mr.  Duncan  Maclaren,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson,   Mr.  John  Murray,  Dr.  M.  G. 

^>«ias,  Mr.  Matthew  (Haddington),   Mr.  Scryrageour,  Mr.  Alexander  Lee,  Mr.  J. 

Ifwidi,  Mr.  G.  Ranny,  Mr.  A.  Miller,  Mr.  P.  C.  Purves,  Mr.  T.  Crerar,  Mr.  R 

i«nioD,  Mr.  J.  Sinclair,  ministers ;  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  Mr.  Brown  (Galashiels),  Mr. 

•^oao  Chalmen,  Mr.  Alexander  Gray,  Mr.  J.  D.  Inglis,  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  elders. 
The  Assembly  suspend  No.  7  of  the  Standing  Orders  relative  to  the  appointment 
"f  oomnnttees,  and  appoint  Professor  Thomas  Smith  a  member  of  the  committee, — 
Mr.  Bobcrt  Gordon,  convener. 

Th»  Assembly  appointed  the  Committee  on  Election  of  Professors  as  follows :  — 
I-r.  Gtwld,  Mr.  A.  Cunningham,  Mr.  Freer  (Dumfries),  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Dr. 
^  Dr.  Elder,  Dr.  Beith,  Mr.  Walter  Wood.  Dr.  W.  Wilson,  Mr.  Laidlaw,  Mr. 

^incs  Morrison,  Dr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Gustavus  Aird,  Mr.  Reid  (Portree),  Mr.  Ingram 
'^isOi  Principal  Brown,  Principal  Douglas,  Principal  Rainy,  Mr.  A.  M.  Craig, 
nniatera ;  Mr.  F.  Brown- DougUs,  Mr.  James  H.  M*Clure,  Mr.  John  M'Clure,  Dr 
ArdCTOD  Eirkwood,  Sheriff  Cowan,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosraan,  Dr.  W.  G.  Blaikie,  Mr. 
raonaa  Binnie,  Mr.  John  Chalmers,  Mr.  P.  D.  Swan,  Mr.  Walter  Paton,  Mr.  Edward 
*-^,  Mr.  William  Kidston,  Mr.  R.  Hislop,  Mr.  D.  Mitchell  (Aberdeen),  Mr.  R. 
^tcUe,  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  elders,— Dr. 
i^th,  ooovener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Equal  Dividend  Platform  Committee  as  follows  :— 
l^r.  W.  Wilson,  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Mr.  A.  M'Eenzie  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  George 
^ilwD,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  Beith,  Mr.  Andrew  Melville,  Dr.  M'Lauohlan.  Mr.  James 
iKidda,  Mr.  John  Laird,  ministers  ;  Mr.  William  Wood  (C.A.),  Mr.  Thomas  Martin 

y\k.\  Mr.  T.  W.  Brown,  Mr.  John  Harvey,  Mr.  Alexander  Gray,  Colonel  Young, 
l>r.  Beajamin  Bell,  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr.  James  Wishart  (Dalkeith),  elders,— Mr. 
^'  ^'  Baaaerman,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Standing  Committees 
L« follows:— Mr.  A.  Henderson,  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson,  Mr.  N.  L. 
^'»lker,  Mr.  John  M'Dermid,  Mr.  W.  Laughton,  Dr.  William  Wilson,  Mr.  E  A. 
Thoosoo,  Mr.  J.  R.  Omond,  Mr.  Simeon  M'Phail,  Mr.  Sinclair  (Grangemouth),  Mr. 
M  Ainsh  (Lochgelly),  Mr.  A.  F.  Moir  (Woodside),  Mr.  Bannerman,  Mr.  G.  Benny, 
ru.iu«t«tB;  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  Dr.  John  Pringle,  Mr.  D.  M  Watson,  Mr.  Thomas 
OuJoers,  Mr.  John  Harvey,  Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  Mr.  WU- 
l^*m  Ferguson,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Wellnage),  Mr.  John  Muir,  Mr.  William  Dickson, 
Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  Mr.  John  M'Clure,  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Colonel  IToung, 
^w%— ^Mr.  John  Sinclair,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Committee  on  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  as  fol* 
lwv«:— Mr.  Jamea  Wtlla,  Dr.  Blaikie,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson.  Mr.  J.inies  Hunter,  Mr. 
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John  Tomnce^  Mr.  George  Clazy,  Mr.  J.  Galley,  Dr.  H.  Bonar,  Mr.  J.  H.  Jraser, 
Mr.  B.  Beid,  Mr.  J.  M  M'CulIoch,  Mr.  A.  M^Kenzie  (Edinbuigh),  Mr.  J.  H.  Wiiaon, 
Dr.  A.  A.  Booar,  Mr.  Cowan  (Perth),  Mr.  Smith  (Coraock),  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Goldie,  Mr.  Jamee  Morruon  (Urquhart),  Mr.  J.  Selkiik,  Mr.  J.  M.  Sloan,  Mr.  Ikbl. 
colm  White,  Mr.  J.  Sinclair,  Mr.  R  M  Thornton,  Mr.  Scrymgeour,  ministers ;  3fr. 
William  Ferguson,  Mr.  Hagh  Mosman,  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington,  Mr.  James  Balfoor 
(W.S.),  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson  (W.S.),  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Wellnage),  Mr.  Wniiam 
Dickson,  Major  Ross,  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller,  Colonel  Davidson,  Mr.  Francis  Brown- 
Doaglas,  Captain  Makgill,  Mr.  John  Robertson  ^Mr.  James  Miller,  Mr.  James  Wishait, 
Mr.  T.  M*Micking,  Mr.  G.  Logan,  Mr.  J.  Bertram,  elders, — Mr.  Alexander  Macke&- 
zie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Observance  as  follows :— Mr. 
J.  Thomson  (Leith),  Mr.  David  Agnew,  Mr.  Alez.  M'Kenzie  (Edinburgh),  Dr.  Begg, 
Dr.  Elder,  Mr.  John  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Easton,  Mr.  J.  T.  Staart,  Mr.  John  Silacfarlac, 
Mr.  D.  Thorbum,  Mr.  P.  M'Ainsh,  Mr.  Charles  Gordon,  Mr.  M'Dermid,  Mr.  DsviJ 
Eilpatrick,  Mr.  Thomas  Crerar,  Mr.  J.  MTarlane,  Mr.  J.  G.  Cunningbam,  Mr.  Ban- 
nerman,  Mr.  James  Cameron,  ministers;  Mr.  ^omas  M'Micking,  Mr.  F.  L.  H. 
Heriot,  Mr.  G.  F.  Barbour,  Sir.  J.  M.  Symington,  Rev.  John  Roberts,  Mr.  D.  Dick- 
son, Mr.  Stair  Kerr,  Mr.  Matthew  Fairlie,  Mr.  Thomas  Binnie,  Mr.  Alex.  Eraser,  Mr. 
Alex.  Swan,  Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  D.  Frazer,  Mr.  J.  Wishart,  elders, — Mr.  Alezander 
Mackenzie,  convener. 

Tho  Assembly  appointed  the  Temperance  Committee  as  follows : — Mr.  Junes 
Johnstone,  Mr.  A.  Inglis,  Mr.  J.  M.  Sloan,  Dr.  Bkikie,  Mr.  Hector  Hall,  Mr.  WU- 
liam  Affleck,  Mr.  Alexander  Comrie,  Principal  Douglas,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Donald  Ferguson,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  A.  A.  Bonar,  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  M  Shia^ 
Mr.  Wedderbum,  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  Mr.  WalUoe  (Hamilton),  Mr.  Sloan,  Dr.  R. 
M'Donald,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie  (Edinburgh),  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannermao,  Mr.  WQiiam 
Ross,  ministers ;  Dr.  Hugh  Miller,  Mr.  J.  Campbell  White,  Mr.  James  Miller,  Mr. 
William  Dickson,  Mr.  lliomas  M'Micking,  Mr.  Charles  Cowan,  Mr.  John  Harrej, 
Colonel  Davidson,  Mr.  William  Kidston,  Mr.  James  H.  Dickson,  Mr.  William  Sloas, 
Mr.  J.  Bum  Murdoch,  Mr.  James  Balfour,  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller,  Mr.  Walter  Davidson,  Br. 
J.  A  Guise,  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr. 
David  Maclagan,  Mr.  W.  B.  M'Lachlan,  elders, — Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  convener. 

The  General  Assembly,  in  accepting  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Kidston  as  con- 
vener, recorded  their  thanks  to  him  for  his  assiduous  services  iu  time  past,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Bannerman  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappointed  the  Assembly  Hall  Committee,  with  Mr.  Brovii- 
Douglas  as  convener. 

The  Assembly  added  the  following  members  to  the  Committee  on  the  Wel£u« 
of  Youth ;— Mr.  W.  R.  Nicol,  Kelso ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Storrock,  PaUley ;  Mr.  W.  Patrick, 
Glasgow ;  Mr.  J.  Stalker,  Kirkcaldy ;  Dr.  Black,  InvemesSy  ministers. 

The  Assembly  reappointed  the  Committee  on  the  eonnection  of  Church  a&d 
State,  with  Dr.  Rainy  as  convener. 

The  Assembly  added  the  following  names  to  the  Hymnal  Committee  :--Mr. 
Thomas  Baio,  Mr.  Richard  Waterston,  Mr.  John  Kelman. 

The  Assembly  nominated  as  Members  of  Council  on  Cunningham  Lectnreship : 
Sir  H.  Moncreiff.  Mr.  Dodds  (Dunbar),  Mr.  Laugh  ton  (Greenock),  ministers;  Mr. 
John  Cowan  of  Beeslack,  Mr.  David  Maclagan,  elders. 

The  Assembly  took  up  such  parts  of  the  Report  of  the  Assembly  Arrangements 
Committee  as  had  not  been  previously  disposed  of. 

The  Assembly  approved  of  these  parts  of  the  report,  and,  in  accordance  there- 
with,  the  General  Assembly  hereby  approved  of  the  order  for  the  alternative  depo- 
tations  agreed  upon  by  the  eonmiittee  with  the  deputies  from  the  sister  Churches  as 
follows : — 

That  in  1881  there  shall  be  a  deputation  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Chnreh  of 
Scotland ;  a  deputation  from  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland;  and  a  deputation 
from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  to  the  Preabyterian 
Church  of  England. 
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And  ikti  IB  1882  there  shall  be  a  deputation  from  the  Irish  Chnrch  to  the 
Eo^Uah  (Anrdi,  from  the  English  Church  to  the  Free  Church,  and  from  the  Free 
Chnreh  to  the  Irish  Church. 

Tin  AsMmbly  hereby  autliorised  the  Arrangements  Committee  to  appoint,  in 
aane  of  the  Aisembij,  a  deputation  to  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch  of 
EngUad  St  their  meeting  next  spring,  and  instmeted  the  clerks  to  send  extracts  of 
t^  delireiaaee  to  the  derka  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Assemblyj  and  English  Pres- 
bjuiisB  Synod. 


OKBZmOlXBB  OT  8TUDEMTS. 

The  AswrnUy  iastmettd  the  elerka  to  prepare  an  orertnre  in  terms  of  the  com- 
■iUcc's  Roommendation  lelatiTO  to  the  eertificatea  of  students  from  the  Bxamina- 
agaBosfd. 

TIm  Assembly  recorded  their  thanlcs  to  the  committee,  to  the  eonyener,  Tice- 
canaer,siid  to  the  dopute*clerk  acting  aa  clerk  to  it. 


FOTAHOB  OOMXnRB. 

tk  Assembly  eallod  for  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  in  the  application 
ft  Mil  Janet  M'Nair,  which,  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  waa 
R^mlte  by  Mr.  Wood*  the  oonTener,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  thereanent. 

ftiAasembly  appfOTod  of  the  report,  and  in  accordance  therewith  approTod  of 
^  fll^estion  mado  in  it^  remitted  to  the  Finance  Committee  to  mi^e  further 
^HiBj,sBd  to  cany  out  such  anangements  regarding  it  as  may  appear  soitable. 


MOf OBIAL  OV  OPIUM  TRAFFIC. 

Dr.  BLAIEIS  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Opium  Traffic. 

Tke  Assembly  approved  of  the  report,  and,  in  accordance  therewith,  agree  that 
i&fBorisl  be  transmitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment,  respectfully  representing — 

1.  That  the  Assembly  regard  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  opium  by  the 
Gorer&Bent  of  Indin,  to  be  used  by  the  Chinese  and  others,  not  as  medicine  only, 
^t  for  purposes  of  Tidous  indulgence,  as  highly  objectionable,  and  inconsistent  witli 
^  daty  of  a  Christian  QoTemment. 

1  That  If  soeh  manufacture  and  sale  are  permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  others  on 
tAeir  own  responsibility,  this  should  be  done  under  regulations  at  least  as  stringent 
a  tkoieuev  in  force  in  the  opium-producing  districts,  and  on  payment  of  the  highest 
iktei  of  duty  or  excise  that  can  be  leyied. 

S.  That  the  policy  of  forcing  the  Chinese  to  allow  the  introduction  of  opium 
i^u>  their  eonntry  baa  been  most  injurious  to  the  character  of  England,  has  tended  to 
the  demoralisation  of  the  Chinese  people,  and  has  proved  a  great  hindrance  to  the 
rr^reaa  of  the  gospel  among  them,  it  being  obyiously  most  difficult  to  convince  the 
(<o|ile  that  British  missionaries  are  seeking  their  moral  and  spiritual  good  when 
^  ptiufuUy  demoralising  traffic  is  forced  upon  them  under  British  auspices. 

4.  Thai  on  these  grounds  the  Government  of  this  countiy  should  take  all  avail- 
^le  steps  to  free  the  British  nation  from  complicity  in  the  opium  traffic,  aa  well  aa 
\6  Beet  the  just  desires  of  the  Chinese  Government  for  its  regulation;  and,  in  par- 
tkcUr,  Uiat  the  Government  should  advise  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  to  ratify  the 
rlisaeof  the  ConTsntion  coneloded  at  Cheftoo  on  13th  September  1876,  which  has 
^  ill  oljeet  to  discourage  the  consumption  of  opium  in  the  interior,  by  making 
a  KHtcr  sad  dearer  as  it  gets  farther  from  the  ports  of  importation.  It  is  as 
^i«fn:-^Oa  opium,  8ir  Thomaa  Wade  will  move  his  Government  to  sanction  an 
irnspmaf  dtflwient  from  that  affecting  other  imports.  British  merchants,  when 
*^>alih|)fiig)^  into  port,  will  be  obliged  to  have  It  taken  cognizance  of  by  the 
^'^ww,  wii  dftposited  in  bond,  either  in  a  warehouse  or  a  receiving  hulk,  until 
•^  thM  aa  then  is  a  sale  for  it.  The  importer  will  then  pay  the  tariff  duty  upon 
u.  and  ihs  porAaiers  the  U-kin,    In  order  to  the  prevention  of  the  evasion  of  the 
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dafcjr,  the  amonnt  of  li-kin  to  be  collected  will  be  decided  by  the  different  Prorlndal 
GdTemmeiitfl,  according  to  the  clrcaniBtances  of  each." 

The  Aisembly  authoriaed  the  Moderator  to  siga  the  memorial,  and  iutneUd 
the  Clerks  to  forward  it  to  the  Home  Secretary  for  preaentation. 

MB  M<ALL*S  PJlBIB  KISSIOV. 

la  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bannerman,  Mr.  SIMPSON  (the  clerk)  inbmitted  bii 
OTcrtare  on  the  subject  of  appointing  a  member  of  the  Church  to  labour  in  coonee* 
lion  with  the  Paris  Mission  of  Mr.  M'AU  as  formerly,  and  suggesting  the  nsme  of 
Mr.  Charles  Oreig,  now  under  trials  for  license  under  the  Presbytery  of  Perth,  ia 
connection  with  the  appointment. 

In  terms  of  the  orertare,  the  Assembly  haying  learned  that  Mr  Chsxlea  Oreig, 
now  under  trials  for  license  in  the  Presbytery  of  Perth,  has  been  labouriog  for  lome 
time  in  cTangelistic  work,  along  with  Mr.  M'AU  and  Mr.  Doddi,  and  beiog  of 
opinion  that  this  field  of  mLssionary  labour  is  a  most  important  one,  authorise  the 
Presbytery  of  Perth,  if  they  shall  lind  Mr.  Greig  qualified  for  license,  to  proceed  la 
his  ordination  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Church. 

PBOOSDURE  IK  CALUNa  OV  MIinBTBBS. 

The  Assembly  took  up  overtures  anent  procedure  of  Presbyteries  in  the  eftlliflf 
and  settlement  of  ministers. 

The  Assembly  remitted  the  orertures  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Com* 
mittee,  to  consider  and  to  bring  up  a  report  to  next  Assembly,  ss  to  aUeiaiions,  if 
they  see  cause  to  suggest  any,  on  the  present  mode  of  procedure,  with  a  riew  t4 
prepare  an  oTcrture  for  transmission  to  Presbyteries. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  the  av^ening  at  seTcn  o'clock. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 

BUBSABIIB  FOB  80KB  OF  HIHISTEBS. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Messrs.  Auld  &  Macdonald,  as  agents  for  Dr. 
Ounniug  of  Bio  de  Janeiro,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  arranged  to  provide  a  lum  of 
money  out  of  which  to  provide  two  burMries  of  £25  each  for  young  men,  boiu  of 
Free  Church  ministers,  either  of  actual  pre-Disruption  ministers,  or  of  mini&un 
ordained  as  soon  after  the  Disruption  as  may  be. 

It  was  also  intimated  that  Dr.  Gunning  has  given  a  subscription  of  £500,  to  be 
applied  in  reduction  of  the  debt  on  the  mission  tenement  belonging  to  Dr.  Ch&lmera' 
Territorial  Church,  West  Port. 

XXAHINATIOH  OF  STUDBNTS. 

The  Assembly  heard  a  report  from  the  clerks  as  to  the  overtnre  for  trsoi- 
mission  to  Presbyteries  which  they  were  instructed  to  prepare.  It  was  produced  iiid 
read.  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  agree  to  transmit  the  overture,  in 
terms  of  the  Barrier  Aet,  for  their  opinion,  viz. : — 

The  General  Assembly,  with  consent  of  a  minority  of  Presbyteries,  enact  isd 
ordain  that,  in  place  of  tlie  seeond  particular  of  section  22,  Act  IX,  1860,  ibe 
following  rule  shall  be  substituted,  viz.  : — 

**  Every  student  about  to  enter  the  Divinity  Hall  for  the  first  time  ahall  be 
examined  upon  his  previous  course  of  study,  by  a  Board  of  Examiners  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  his  having  passed  thst 
examination  satisfactorily  to  the  professor  or  professors  under  whom  ho  desires  to 
study,  before  his  enrolment  as  a  regular  student  in  the  class  of  said  professors  shsll 
be  competent 

And  the  Assembly  hereby  pass  this  overture  into  an  interim  Aot« 
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OOMHITTKE  ON  BELIQION  Aim  MOBALS. 

Tke  AskjMj  called  for  the  Special  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Religion  and 
Vofils,  as  to  Preabyteriea  to  he  riaited,  and  the  nomination  of  deputies  to  risit 
them  diiing  the  ensuing  year. 

In  aceordanee  with  their  recommendation,  the  Assembly  instructed  the  Presby- 
t€rict  of  the  Church,  at  one  of  the  stated  meetings,  or  at  a  meeting  specially 
ippointed  for  the  purpose,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  religion  within 
their  bottodi,  and  report  thereon  to  the  convener  o?  the  committee  not  later  than 
tbe  end  of  March. 

TIm  Assembly  appointed  the  Presbyteries  of  Glasgow  and  Qreenock  to  be  visited 

liii  rear,  the  deputies  to  be  Mr.  J.  C.  Bams,  minister  of  Free  Church,  Kirkliston  ; 

Dr.  Blaikie,  Professor,  New  College,  Edinburgh ;  Dr.  Ooold,  minister  of  Martyra' 

<1iureb,  Edinburgh;    Ber.  R.  G.  Balfour,  minister  of  Free  New  North  Church, 

^iinbugb ;  Dr.  Kennedy,  minister  of  Free  Church,  Dingwall ;   Mr.  Thomas  Bain, 

nkbter  of  Free  Church,  Coupar-Angus ;  Dr.  Black,  minister  of  Free  High  Church, 

Ufeniest;  Mr.  Alexander  Whyte,  minister  of  Free  St.  George's,  Edinburgh;  Mr. 

y  G.  Conningham,  minister  of  Free  St.  Luke's,  Edinburgh ;    Mr.  Malcolm  White» 

aaiittr  of  Free  South  Church,  Blairgowrie ;    Mr.  James  H.  Wilson,  minister  of 

Birdiy  Cbnrch,  Edinburgh ;  Mr.  John  Morgan,  minister  of  Free  St.  Peter's  Church, 

Kbbugh ;  and  Mr.  James  Innes,  minister  of  Pan  bride ;  along  with  Mr.  Robert  R. 

^^KM,  Sidinborgh  ;  Mr.  William  Ferguson,  of  Kinmundy ;    Col.  G.  Kirby,  Aber- 

ceei;  Xr.  William  Henderson,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  James  Miller,  Rothesay ;  Mr.  David 

li^^  Edinburgh ;    Mr.  Gray  C.  Fraser,  Abeideen ;    Mr,  Thomas  M'Micking, 

HeioilBrgh ;  and  Sheriff  Campbell,  Edinburgh — ruling  elders.     And  the  General 

-liHaiily  grant  power  to  the  committee  to  appoint  others  in  th«  event  of  the  above- 

^sati  persons  not  being  available,  or  a  larger  number  of  deputies  than  those 

A^j  nominated  being  foun^  necessary  for  snccessfully  carrying  out  the  visi- 

ACTS  OF  AfiSBMBLT. 

^  Assembly  called  for  the  Interim  Report  of  the  Committee  for  Printing  the 
-^cte,  Yhieh,  being  printed  and  in  the  handa  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Sir 
i\inr  MONCREIFF,  the  convener. 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report  as  follows,  and  appointed  that  nnder  the 
^t  diss  of  principal  Acta  there  shall  be  Included : — 

1.  Act  anent  Election  of  Professor  of  Evangelistic  Theology. 

2.  Act  anent  Places  of  Meeting  of  Synod  of  Merse  and  Teviotdale. 
l&d  that  under  the  second  class  shall  be  included : — 

3.  Address  to  the  Qaeen. 

4.  Act  anent  Snstentation  Fund  and  other  relative  matters. 
5l  Act  anent  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 

6.  Act  anent  Collections. 

7.  Act  anent  relation  between  Church  and  State  in  Scotland. 

8.  Act  anent  Chalmera  Lectureahip. 

9.  Act  anent  appointment  of  Profeasor  of  Evangelistic  Theology. 

10.  Act  anent  Pan-Presbyterian  Council. 

11.  Act  appointing  Commission  of  Assembly. 

12.  Act  appointing  next  meeting  of  Assembly 


AFFOHITMXNT  OF  OOMHIfifllON. 

^  The  Assembly  hereby  appointed,  in  the  usual  terms,  a  Commission,  oonsiating 
«'&11  the  memben  of  this  Assembly,  with  the  addition  of  Dr.  Alexander  Patenon, 
Ojigow,  aamed  by  the  Moderator. 

FBOEEBTATIOirS  OJOLID  VOB. 

Protatationi  were  then  called  for,  bnt  none  were  given  in. 
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VIXX  aiKISAL  AB8XMBLT. 

The  Assembly  appointed  the  next  Qeneral  Assembly  to  meet  on  Thorsdiy,  tin 
19th  day  of  May  1881,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon. 


The  minates  of  these  seder  ants  were  read  and  approved  ot 

XOD£BATOB*B  OLOSIKa  ADDBB8. 

The  HODEEATOB  then  delivered  the  following  Address  :— 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  business  of  this  Assembly  has  come  to  a  eloie.  1 
gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  which  it  gives  me  of  renewing  the  expression  of  dj 
sense  of  the  honour  yon  confened  upon  me,  and  very  earnestly  I  have  to  solidt  yoor 
forgiveness  of  the  shortcomings  and  defects  that  have  marked  my  diachsige  ol  iis 
duties.  "  In  many  things  we  offend  all."  I  thank  yon  all  for  your  uniform  kind- 
ness and  forbearance,  and,  most  of  all,  do  I  thank  my  God,  who  has  stood  by  me. 
It  was  with  fear  and  trembling  that  I  took  -possession  of  the  chair.  As  the  daji 
went  on,  the  fears  vanished  and  the  trembling  ceased.  '*  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my 
soul,  and  foxget  not  all  His  benefits." 

It  is  no  purpose  of  mine  to  pass  in  review  the  proceedings  of  this  Asiembly ; 
but  there  is  one  subject  that  has  occupied  so  large  a  share  of  your  time  and  atten- 
tion, that  not  to  refer  to  it  would  be  felt  to  be  quite  unnatural ;  and  yei^  to  refer  Ia 
it  aright  is  extremely  difficult,    t  feel  myself  treading  on  tender  ground.    It  wooki 
be  presumptuous  in  me  to  dictate  to  fathers  and  brethren  as  to  the  coarse  wbieh 
they  ought  to  pursue— whatever  Is  due  to  conscience  and  to  the  truth  of  God  oogb; 
to  be  done ;  but  I  would  most  respectfully  counsel  the  avoidance  of  all  ixritatioo, 
and  the  studying  of  the  things  that  make  for  peace.    We  must  believe  in  tlie  povcr 
of  prayer;  and  Christian  men  will  always  beware  of  falling  into  the  grievous  mistake 
of  imsgining  that,  because  the  result  arrived  at  is  not  sooh  as  they  had  deeircd. 
therefore  their  prayer  has  not  been  heard.    "All  things  work  together  for  goodf 
decisions  the  moat  adverse  may  eventually  prove  pre-eminently  productive  of  Ues- 
ing.    The  present  is  a  very  critical  moment.     If  brethren  go  away  with  the  exalta- 
tion of  triumph  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  soreness  of  defeat  on  the  other,  nothing  b)ii 
mischief  can  follow.    We  must  do  Professor  Smith  the  justice  to  believe  that,  If  he  bad 
fiupposed  that  his  article  "  Bible  **  would  have  been  productive  of  such  painful  reaal'i£, 
he  never  would  have  published  it ;  and,  in  regard  to  some  of  our  professors,  too,  i^ 
they  had  believed  that  their  course  of  action  would  bring  down  suspicion  on  oqa 
ooUegiate  institutions,  they  would  have  been  careful  to  avoid  it    But,  now  thai  tbc^ 
know  it,  and  know  in  addition  what  anxiety  and  alarm  it  has  awakened  in  regarJ 
to  matters  of  weightiest  importance,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  but  that  they  will 
make  it  very  marked  and  manifest  in  the  time  to  come  tiiat  this  danger  has  paaseq 
away.    The  Church  stands  greatly  in  need  of  repose,  but  this  can  only  spring  fH 
confidence.    The  experience  through  which  we  have  passed  is  new  in  the  history  d 
the  Church ;  it  never  occurred  before,  and  we  pray  God  it  may  never  occur  again- 

The  only  other  matter  that  came  before  the  House  to  which  I  shall  refer  is  tbj 
scheme  for  the  widows  and  daughters  of  ministers  of  the  Free  Choreh,  planned  m 
proposed  by  Mr.  Macqueen  Mackintosh.  Ko  greater  boon  could  be  bestowed  o{ 
the  families  of  our  ministers.  The  very  conception  of  it  proclaimed  his  benevoleij 
thoughtfulness ;  the  amount  of  devoted  and  persevering  labour  he  has  put  fortb  <^ 
its  behalf  have  severely  taxed  his  energies;  while  the  small  encouragement  he  h^ 
received  in  prosecution  of  it  is  well  fitted  to  make  him  abandon  it  altogetb 
While  I  deeply  regret  it  I  caimot  feel  greatly  surprised.  It  is  due  entirely  to  coi 
mercial  depression.  When  better  times  return  it  is  sure  to  be  revived  and  earn 
forward  to  a  successful  issue.  The  name  of  Mr.  Mackintosh  will  be  held  in  vene 
tion  in  all  our  manses  as  the  friend  and  benefactor  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherU 

Will  the  Assembly  bear  with  me  if  I  return  to  the  great  missionary  enterpri^ 
the  grandest  and  most  magnificent  that  can  call  forth  (he  interest  and  engage  tl 
energies  of  men.  "  Forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind,  let  us  reach  forth  to  W 
things  that  are  before."    But  in  looking  forward  to  the  fdtare,  let  na  gather  lessoi 
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of  ioitnetitti  from  the  put.  Fifty  yean  ago,  when  this  enterprise  began,  one  half 
of  the  Chaieh  took  no  pari  in  it  at  ail ;  bnt  now  erery  member  of  the  Church  must 
pat  Ug  band  to  the  plough.  The  impreaaion  of  its  importance  was  faint  and  feeble, 
it  oiiist  BOW  be  glowing  and  intense.  Miaaions  to  the  heathen  got  bnt  a  verj 
•icfider  shan  of  thooghi  and  attention.  Little  waa  said  about  them,  and  little  done 
for  them.  Kow  the  conrenion  of  the  world  must  stand  forth  in  the  eyes  of  Chria- 
tcsdoii  u  the  one  grand  enterprise  for  the  time  to  come.  Then  the  claims  of  home 
van  set  against  the  claima  of  heathendom,  as  if  they  were  antagonistic  and  con. 
fljcting;  u  if  God  had  but  one  bleaaing,  so  that,  if  it  was  given  to  far-off  lands,  it 
mut  be  withheld  from  home.  The  Church  has  leaned  to  look  up  to  Qod,  and  lean 
<»  God,  and  draw  forth  from  God,  aa  ahe  nerer  did  before ;  she  haa  learned  how 
taatk  of  the  blesaing  dependa  on  our  sustaining  a  right  relationship  to  God,  and 
snnuog  a  right  attitade  towards  God.  For  otherwise,  instead  of  ahowers  comiug 
dova,  aad  making  all  the  hill  of  Zion  like  a  fruitful  field,  the  hearena  above  become 
u  bian,  and  the  earth  beneath  aa  iron ;  and  when  the  Church  gives  no  heed  to  the 
iDJBDetioB  of  her  Iiord, "  Preaeh  tho  Gospel  to  all  nations,"  she  is  doing  the  veiy 
tkiag  tliat  robs  her  of  the  blessing.  When  the  little  eloud  comea  np  from  the  aea, 
i'  prenpreads  the  whole  heaven,  making  "  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
eUd,  and  the  deaert  to  rejoice  and  blosaom  like  the  rose."  The  experience  of  the 
Cboefa  has  most  emphatically  ahown  that  ahe  was  never  more  truly  labouring  for 
tAie  tiian  when  ahe  aonght  the  salvation  of  souls  abroad.  The  blessing  returned 
iuokr  own  bosom  an  hondredfold. 

Bat  it  is  not  only  in  regard  to  ooxsalves  and  our  own  responsibilities  that  we 

T<#i  to  pve  heed,  bot  alao  in  regard  to  the  responsibilities  of  those  to  whom  the 

Gflpri  is  sent,  and  by  whom  it  ia  embraced.    I  know  not  if  there  be  any  matter 

ualesianda  the  nigent  and  immediate  attention  of  all  the  churches  and  societies 

It  bsM  BO  much  aa  doea  the  conducting  of  thia  whole  missionary  enterprise  in  such 

I  Bluer  as  to  eall  forth  and  cultivate  the  aelf-snstainiog  and  self-propagating 

fofo  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.    I  know  not  if  there  be  anytbiug  more  to  be 

^ttfded  against  tlian  to  allow  the  idea  to  get  possession  of  the  minds  of  our  con- 

f«rti,  that  thoy  are  all  to  be  employed  in  aome  special  capacity  aa  pastors  or 

taeben,  and  all  to  be  anpported  by  the  churches  at  home.     Kothiog  could  be 

BAK  isjoriooa  to  themselves,  and  noUiing  more  detrimental  to  the  progress  of  the 

r*N*    Tliat  Christianity  conld  ever  be  carried  round  the  world  by  men  and 

Bioaey  from  Great  Britaui  and  America  is  an  absolute  impossibility.    It  is  a  re- 

■{Kniibility  which  we  have  no  right  whatever  to  undertake.    If  we  did  we  would 

£ad  it  a  barden  ikr  too  great  for  ns.    We  must  beware  of  leading  them  to  imagine 

tiiit  they  are  to  look  to  thia  country  as  if  we  were  to  sustain  the  enterprise  on  our 

evnihooldera,  instead  of  looking  to  themselves,  and  undertaking  it  for  themselves, 

^u^g  the  eaaae  their  own.    Fostering  care  ia  one  thing,  but  bearing  the  unbroken 

burden  is  another.     "  I  taught  Ephraim  to  go,"  bnt  that  teaching  did  not  go  on  for 

^er;  it  waa  not  meant  to  continue,  for  the  lesson  once  taught,  if  it  was  a  lesson 

^tmttd,  would  make  them  independent  of  any  such  extraneous  assistance,  and  enable 

^a  to  walk  on  their  own  feet.    "  As  an  eagle  fluttereth  over  her  young,"  launches 

'bem  forth  to  try  the  free  air  of  heaven,  so  must  the  churches  at  home  do  with  the 

intuit  chorehea  in  heathen  lands.    It  will  need  great  wisdom,  both  as  to  the  time 

tad  the  manner  of  it — great  kindness  and  prudence.    If  done  prematurely  or  sternly, 

it  voald  be  anre  to  be  productive  of  injury.    Still  it  must  be  done.    It  is  rather 

itiikiog  to  find  that  far  more  disposition  to  realise  their  responsibility  in  this  re- 

^^  his  been  ahown  by  the  Fingoes  in  Caffraria,  and  the  islanders  in  the  South 

Seu,  than  among  the  racea  in  India.    We  must  be  careful  lest  we  permit  our  mode 

cf  dealing  with  them  to  become  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help  in  the  furtherance 

of  (he  gospel.     Oar  bnainesa  ia  not  to  Europeanise,  but  to  Christianise  them — not 

t«  let  tlicm  meaanre  everything  by  a  European  standard.    We  must  beware,  lest  by 

«ir  high  standard  of  edneation  we  be  only  training  men  to  claim  a  higher  standard 

^  reaaneration,  thna  creating  difficnlties  in  the  way  of  the  advance  of  the  kingdom. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  our  mission  this  question  did  not  arise,  bnt  we  are  called 

cpoa  to  deal  with  it  now,  and  on  the  right  solution  of  it  the  rapid  extension  of  the 

^^<^  very  greatly  depends.    There  is  no  antagonism  betwixt  the  educational  and 

^  evaBgeliatle ;  they  wtjitk  to  one  another's  hands — "the  one  ye  ought  to  have 

^t,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone."    The  educational  came  first,  and  therefore. 
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proportionallj,  it  hu  received  most;  but  the  time  baa  come  wben  the  other  most 
obtain  a  far  larger  share  of  attentioo,  and  it  only  needs  that  we  be  famished  witb 
greater  means  to  enable  us  to  go  forth  in  this  direction  on  the  right  hand  sod  os 
the  left.  To  abandon  or  cripple  our  institutions  were  a  grand  miatakfr— it  were  to 
lose  the  things  we  hare  wrought ;  but  by  some  means  or  other--anch  aa  union  with 
others  and  GoTemment  aid — to  lighten  the  burden  is  a  great  duty. 

In  these  days  of  infidelity,  when,  in  every  variety  of  form,  attacks  are  made  apon 
the  gospel  revelation,  it  is  of  importanoe  to  have  men  set  apart  for  the  defeoee— 
men  specially  qualified  to  repel  the  attaek  ;   but  the  numbers  told  oflf  for  ibil 
specific  department  of  service  must,  and  ought  to  be,  comparatively  few.    It  it  sot 
on  the  arena  of  controversy,  and  by  feats  of  intellectual  gladiatorship,  that  tke 
triumphs  of  the  gospel  are  to  be  won.     It  is  in  another  line,  and  on  another  field 
of  inquiry  altogether,  where  the  struggle  is  for  the  dethronement  of  Satan,  and  tlte 
ascendency  of  Christ  over  the  souls  of  men.    It  Is  a  contest  for  dominion  as  to  vbe 
shall  obtain  the  rule  and  mastery  over  the  immortal  spirit;  and  when  waesm 
attends  it»  and  the  strongholds  are  thrown  down,  and  OTeiy  thought  is  brought  into 
subjection  to  Christ — ^no  trophies  to  be  compared  to  these ;  for  strength  of  cosTie- 
tion,  no  evidence  to  be  put  alongside  of  that — **  One  thing  I  know,  that  whereu  1 
was  blind,  now  I  see ;  " — for  argumentative  power,  no  demonstration  to  be  nsaied 
with  that.    Sinners  saved  are  the  best  evidences — they  are  living  epistles  of  Christ, 
that  explain  the  meaning  as  well  as  display  the  power  of  the  gospel.    When  tbe 
Jews  rejected  the  gospel,  Paul  turned  to  the  Gentiles,  not  merely  in  order  to  nre 
them,  but  with  this  ulterior  design,  that  it  might  re-act  upon  the  Jews,  and  prove 
the  means  of  saving  the  Jews  by  provoking  them  to  jealousy.    Sueeessful  misiioai 
in  foreign  lands  may  re-act  most  powerfully  on  home-despisers  of  the  gospel,  and 
instrumentally  prove  the  means  of  their  salvation.    The  display  of  the  power  of  tb« 
Gospel  in  heathen  lands  may  prove  one  of  the  mightiest  bulwarks  of  defence  agsinii 
the  infidel.    The  best  of  all  Christian  Evidence  Societies  is  the  missionary  eaur- 
priae. 

That  the  nations  of  the  world  should  haTO  been  left  so  long  in  darkness,  if » 
great  and  inscrutable  mystery.  The  histoiy  of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  not  such  u, 
beforehand,  we  would  have  written  it;  neither  is  the  existing  condition  of  Chris- 
tianity in  the  world  such  as,  at  this  stage  of  its  hiBtoi7,  we  would  hare  expected  it; 
but  let  no  one  point  to  either  of  these  two  as  if  they  warranted  the  deduction  of  u 
inference  adverse  to  the  gospel,  for  Christianity  was  never  certified  and  assured  oft 
steady  and  unbroken  advance.  The  record  of  the  Revelation  eontained  within  itseii 
the  prediction  of  the  reverses  it  was  sure  to  meet — predictions  that  would  never 
have  found  a  place  in  the  volume  had  it  been  altogether  of  man.  Those  eentnru^ 
of  darkness  that  closed  in  upon  the  Church,  inatead  of  going  to  disprove  its  divintt>, 
do  the  very  reverse — they  come  in  as  ao  many  attestations  to  its  tmth  and  inspira- 
tion. 

As  little  will  it  do  to  point  to  the  millions  that  are  sitting  in  darkness,  ss  if,  ob 
that  account,  Christianity  had  proved  to  be  a  failure.  You  cannot  trace  that  to  il*« 
gospel  as  its  originating  cause — it  is  due,  not  to  the  preaence  of  Christianity,  li»^ 
to  the  want  of  it.  "  How  shall  they  believe  in  Him  of  whom  they  have  not  hetn). 
and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher,  and  how  shall  they  preach  except  tbr^ 
be  sent^  as  it  is  written,  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  goipcl 
of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  t "  How  could  the  gospel  tell  whtir 
it  was  altogether  unknown !  As  well  expect  the  mass  to  be  leavened  where  xt^f 
leaven  had  never  been  introduced,  or  the  waters  of  Jericho  to  be  healed  when  notliio; 
bad  been  done  to  cure  them  of  their  bitterness.  It  is  no  interest  of  ours  to  cosct  J 
the  existing  condition  of  the  world,  far  leas  to  attempt  a  palliation  of  the  paat  indiv 
ference  of  Christendom  in  regard  to  it;  but  when  men  proceed  to  speak  of  the 
gospel  as  if  it  had  lost  its  power,  and  were  becoming  altogether  effete — ^as  if  it  h*d 
had  its  day,  but  that  its  day  were  over,  we  feel  bound  to  repel  it  aa  nnwarrantsKe 
and  illegitimate.  What  though  the  Church  failed  in  the  discharge  of  her  dotj  • 
Shall  her  unfaithfulness  make  the  faith  of  God  without  effeetl  God  forbid.  It  i> 
admitted  that  Christianity  had  a  day,  and  even  onr  enemies  themselves  beic^ 
judges,  it  was  a  bright  and  a  glorious  day.  When  the  Gospel  went  forth  on  lu 
mission,  it  went  forth  in  its  might,  conquering  and  to  conquer;  and  you  ean  mark 
its  presence  by  the  miseries  it  mitigated,  by  the  cruelties  it  extinguiahtd,  and  tie 
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bJMBDgs  ii  Mitterad  in  its  pftth.  And  yoa  can  measure  its  power  by  the  xoaatery 
it  obtaioe4  om  the  minds  and  chafacters  of  men — that  mightiest  of  all  masteries, 
itfciiiBg  t^em  with  dominion  orer  themselves,  and  transforming  them  into  the 
reiT  mofild  sad  the  fsshioning  of  heaven,  as  well  as  raising  them  superior  to  the 
'ear  of  death,  coonting  not  their  lives  dear  unto  them  for  the  honour  of  the  Master. 
Reckon  up,  if  joo  can,  the  hearts  it  has  gladdened,  the  homes  it  has  brightened, 
tnd  the  dcsthbeds  it  has  hallowed,  as  the  very  gate  of  heaven.  These  things 
ChmtiiBity  hss  done,  and  unless  it  had  been  divine,  it  never  could  have  done 
ibea.  Chiiitisaity  was  never  anything  else  but  divine,  and  of  that  characteristic  it 
vu  serer  be  deprived.  What  Christianity  has  done  before,  it  can  do  again.  The 
'liBBphs  it  hss  won  are  but  the  pledge  of  those  that  are  yet  in  store  for  it,  when, 
uee&diBg  the  throne  of  universal  empire, "  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become 
'he  kiftgdMDS  of  our  God  and  of  His  Christ" 

Bot  while  sll  this  is  true,  it  would  be  a  grand  mistake  to  allow  it  to  be  imagined 

im  (he  triomphs  of  Christianity  belonged  exclusively  to  its  early  days.     The 

fteeeH  of  modem  missions,  such  as  in  Madagascar  and  the  South  Seas,  proclaims 

kttitii  itiU  ^'the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,**  while  the  trials  through  which  so 

suT  of  the  eonveris  have  been  compelled  to  pass,  proclaims  that  the  martyr  spirit 

•  Hill  tlire,  and  despite  all  the  lukewarmness  that  has  existed  within  the  bosom 

'  iJk  Chareh,  Christianity  eannot  be  regarded  as  effete  when  it  has  constrained 

timajnf  the  noblest  men  to  go  forth  to  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth,  and  amid 

auslsU  hsidshipa  and  privations,  toil  for  the  salvation  of  the  lost,  and  when  it 

uitapted  so  many  of  the  followers  of  Christ  to  cast  into  the  treasary  such 

•^cBtributions  as  Uiey  have  done  for  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

Tjirfer  to  but  one  single  illustration,  who  among  us  can  think  of  the  life  and 

^^of  David  Livingstone  without  seeing  in  him  one  of  the  finest  exhibitions  of 

^  pwer  of  the  goapel,  and  feeling  that  these  have  laid  us  under  great  obliga- 

>m\  He  has  opened  up  the  interior  of  Africa  as  it  never  was  before;   he  has 

•4tuaed  the  eyes,  not  merely  of  Europe,  bot  of  the  civilized  world,  on  that  dark 

i^aiit  never  was  before.    1  know  not  how  I  can  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient 

'^aintion  of  the  enthusiastic  ardour,  of  the  heroic  courage,  the  indomitable  enetgy, 

uti  Uie  unflinching  perseverance  he  displayed.     While  his  labours  were  almost 

'if^aaaii,  his  sacrifices  were  peculiarly  intense.    Think  of  his  leaving  everything 

^i  dniintion  behind  him,  and  the  companionship  of  cultivated  men,  and  plunging 

•It)  tfae  darkness  of  unknown  regions,  pursuing  his  lonely  way  with  that  unweuied 

iciBp,  amid  diflicnltiea  and  privations  of  no  ordinary  chai-acter,  till  at  length, 

rnried  tnd  worn  out  with  the  greatness  of  his  way,  he  was  arrested  in  his  mareh« 

•^  bide  his  attendants  build  him  a  hut,  in  which  to  die.    And  his  death ;  I  know 

M  of  tlmost  anything  grander.    It  has  in  it  the  elements  of  true  sublimity.    He 

JH  on  his  knees ;  "  he  entered  heaven  by  prayer."    He  died  alone ;  and  yet  not 

!•:&< :  the  eye  of  Heaven  was  upon  him.    I  know  not  how  there  could  have  been 

iSoer  termination  to  a  noble  life.    Now,  it  won*t  do  for  us  to  expend  our  admira- 

'  a  on  the  self-denying  devotion  of  the  man,  and  rest  satisfied  with  that.    We  owe 

'  to  ihe  memory  of  David  Livingstone  that  we  should  enter  in  and  take  possession 

''  the  land  which  he  opened  up.    He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  march,  and,  from  the 

'■^Tj  natore  of  the  caae,  his  work  partook  very  largely  of  the  secular,  while  animated 

^  &ii£tained  by  the  noblest  impulses — service  rendered  to  Christ,  accepted  by 

''^t,— nevertheless,  in  respect  of  its  direct  material,  it  was  not  spiritual  in  its 

^^'^ter.     And  1  can  well  imagine  that  comparatively  few  may  have  been  won 

J  bis  personal  inatrumentality  to  Christ;   but  is  he,  on  that  account,  to  be  left 

'"^z-}  vithout  hia  reward?    Is  he  to  have  no  crown  of  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  day 

■•  the  Lord  Jeaua  t    As  a  breaker  up  of  the  way,  he  has  fastened  the  eyes  of 

'  Vfteodom  on  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  provided  an  entering  in  for  the  glorious 

?-^?t(.    If  the  churches  of  Christ  enter  into  his  labours,  and  turn  them  to  the 

'•^ticsl  account  for  which  they  were  undertaken,  what  a  revenue  of  glozy  will 

' '-(.sad  to  God,  in  the  ingathering  of  precious  souls  I    And  Africa,  no  longer  torn 

>>i  bleeding,  down-trodden  and  debased,  but  rescued  and  regenerated,  basking  in 

--  ^^ihi,  and  rejoicing  in  the  liberty  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  will  constitute  the 

'-f  inefflorial  of  one  of  the  most  heroic  and  enduriug  of  the  children  of  men. 

Kothing  is  more  characteristic  of  the  restoration  of  a  soul  from  a  condition  of 
tLntoal  dMienaiim  than  this,  that  the  Bible  becomes  to  him  as  if  it  were  a  new 
^^    He  sees  in  it  a  depth  and  meant  og  he  never  saw  before,  and  feels  it  come 
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home  to  him  with  a  power  he  never  felt  before— as  if  it  had  been  written  bat  yeit«r- 
day,  and  had  been  written  solely  for  himself.  The  same  holds  tme  of  the  Chnreh 
when  it  is  nndei^going  a  process  of  restoration  and  reriyaL  Did  we  read  those  wordi, 
<«  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,"  as  if  they  had  come  fresh  from  the  Sarionr's  lips,  and 
had  been  addressed  especially  to  ns,  what  a  profound  impression  would  they  not 
produce.  Go  ye, — instead  of  looking  around  upon  others  in  search  of  substitutes  to 
send,  multitudes  could  not  help  feeling  It  come  home  as  a  direct  call  to  themaelTcs. 
It  is  not  send,  but  go — here  am  I,  send  me.  There  must  be  something  grieTostlj 
wrong  here,  else  the  question  that  is  being  discussed,  "  Is  life  worth  Hying  1  **  would 
be  an  impossibility.  Everything  depends  upon  the  purpose  to  which  life  is  devoted. 
There  are  ways  in  which  life  may  be  spent  that  make  it  worse  than  wasted ;  it  wete 
better  for  that  man  that  he  had  never  been  bom.  It  may  be  spent  in  a  wayio 
frivolous  as  to  render  it  utterly  worthless;  it  may  be  devoted  to  mere  aecsltr 
ambition  and  temporal  aggrandisement  A  life  like  that  is  not  worth  the  living, 
for  "its  root  shall  be  as  rottenness,  and  its  blossom  shall  go  up  like  the  dnst."  Ba 
a  life  consecrated  to,  and  spent  in  the  service  of  Christ,  would  bring  such  felidti 
along  with  it,  and  prove  so  productive  of  good,  when,  "  Instead  of  the  thorn  then 
would  come  up  the  fir  tree,  and  instead  of  the  brier  the  myrtle  tree,"  that  he  woaU 
feel  in  his  inmost  soul  that  it  was  a  life  so  worth  living,  that  for  the  sake  of  it  h< 
would  desire  to  have  "  his  life  prolonged  for  many  generations.*' 

There  must  be  many  throughout  our  Christian  lands  who  are  free  from  tk< 
necessity  of  labouring  in  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  to  whom  no  special  department  ii 
life  seems  to  open  up,  and  who  sre  greatly  at  a  loss  to  determine  their  path,  no 
knowing  well  how  to  turn.  That  is  the  very  class  who  are  the  most  likely  to  lead 
life  not  worth  living — altogether  aimless  and  fruitless.  Were  that  class  to  hear  t^ 
call,  Go  ye,  how  it  would  recrnit  the  ranks  of  the  Missionaries  of  the  Cross  !  Wk 
an  impulse  and  elevation  would  it  give  to  the  missionary  caase,  and  how  producth 
of  good  to  themselves,  not  only  in  their  own  spiritual  aggrandisement,  bat  in  ti 
harvest  of  souls  they  would  gather  into  the  gamer  of  heaven. 

Life  is  far  too  precious,  and  too  pregnant  with  the  possibilities  of  bleaain^,  to ) 
squandered  and  idly  thrown  away.  There  is  work  to  be  done  that  can  be  done 
no  other  world  but  ours,  and  by  no  other  beings  but  ourselves.  Life  is  the  workis 
day — **  Son,  go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard,"  is  the  Master's  eall  to  the  workms 
and  why  should  that  call  be  set  aside  T  Why  should  every  other  avenue  be  crowd 
with  eager  eompetitors,  and  thia  so  largely  deserted  ?  The  day  will  come  wh«i 
shall  not  be  always  so.  Would  to  God  it  were  already  come,  when,  instead 
jostling  for  place  and  power — instead  of  toiling  merely  for  the  acquisition  of  weal 
to  enable  them  to  build  palaces  and  purchase  lands,  to  call  them  after  their  • 
names,  those  who  have  life  in  front  of  them  will  set  themselves  in  the  forefroii 
the  battle,  under  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation.  The  day  will  come  when  our  ski 
instead  of  being  filled  with  ammunition,  and  freighted  with  men  whose  training 
been  solely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them,  with  skill  and  precision,  to  di 
death  and  destraction  to  their  fellowmen,  shall  be  chartered  for  the  purpose  of 
ing  to  far-ofiF  lands  the  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  with  no  weapon  in  their  hands  hi 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God.  The  land  from  whose  shores  el 
ship  shall  be  the  first  to  depart — the  city  from  whose  harbours  it  shall  first 
— shall  have  no  common  place  in  the  historic  page,  and  the  day  that  witneasi 
a  departure  shall  be  bright  with  the  very  radiance  of  heaven ;  the  annals  of  ei 
shall  write  of  it  as  the  nearing  event  of  the  Millennial  glory.  ''  The  li^ht 
moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  the  light  of  the  sun  shall  be  aevenf< 
Uie  light  of  seven  days." 

Calculations  have  been  made  as  to  the  rate  of  progress  at  which  the  cai 
Christ  is  advancing — an  ever-increasing  ratio,  and  an  estimate  has  been   foi 
to  the  numbers  which  may  be  expected  to  be  found  among  the  followers  of  CI 
the  mission-field  at  the  return  of  another  jubilee.    Nothing  can  be  more 
than  such  a  calculation,  and  the  prospect  which  it  opens  up  is  well  fitted    to 
late  and  encourage — it  harmonisea  with  the  analogies  of  nature,  and  is  in    tV 
of  the  parables  of  Scripture,  as  the  "leaven  "and  the  "mnstaid-seed.''      Ket 
less,  this  view  must  never  be  presented  alone  and  by  itself,  else  it  woulci 
into  serious  error,  as  well  as  postpone  to  a  far  distant  day  the  universal  <i|fl 
the  gospel.    It  needs  to  be  corrected  by  being  supplemented.    Chrisditiiit^ 
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merelj  loperutonl  in  its  origin,  it  stands  in  need  of  the  snpernstursl  ererj  day 
ofiulife^eUe  it  woold  speedily  dirindle  and  die.  The  gospel  was  not  launched 
froB  hesTea  ai  a  system  of  doctrine  that  may  be  taaght  in  the  schoola  like  any 
otiier  •jiteiB,  and  then  left  to  itself  to  work  its  way  in  the  world  as  best  it  might 
U  u  the  dime  method  of  salvation  for  the  lost ;  and,  for  the  attainment  of  its  end, 
it  seeds  the  eontinned  forthpntting  of  dirine  power.  It  is  as  divine  in  its  operation 
u  it  vu  in  its  origination;  it  is  the  power  of  Ood  unto  salvation.  If  it  meant 
(dieatioa  merely--tbe  eommanieation  of  knowledge — that  could  be  done  without 
tht  ipedal  intervention  of  Ood.  If  it  meant  training  merely — raising  them  in  the 
wile  of  dvilisation,  and  imparting  a  measure  of  refinement — that,  too,  could  be 
doae  vitheot  the  special  interposition  of  Ood.  Bat  if  it  be  meant  to  take  to  do 
with  the  loii],  and  effect  the  revolutionising  of  the  whole  of  our  moral  nature,  slay- 
uf  the  enmity  snd  aheddlng  abroad  the  love  of  Ood  in  our  hearts,  that  can  be 
MeoapUsbed  by  no  power  but  Ood's.  If  it  be  a  new  birth  that  is  meant^  to  be 
fallowed  by  a  new  life  in  an  ever-growing  assimilation  unto  Ood,  ripening  for  eternal 
:\aj,  the  power  to  effect  it  must  come  from  Ood. 

isd,  with  Divine  power  as  a  factor,  there  can  be  no  let  or  limit  to  the  efficiency, 

u4  Qose  to  the  extent  and  rapidity  of  its  operation;  and  therefore,  instead  of  baaing 

*a  expectations  as  to  the  future  progress  of  the  gospel  on  the  calculationa  and 

ukfiei  to  which  we  have  referred,  we  would  rather  build  them  on  the  promises  of 

^oiptare.    Instead  of  postponing  the  triumph  of  the  gospel  to  a  far-off  period, 

aibi|  (he  prospect  so  dim  and  distant  as  to  be  bereft  of  almost  anything  like 

£901  power,  we  would  rather  fasten  on  the  thought  that  what  is  impossible  in  the 

■vUrfnatiire — "who  hath  heard  such  a  thing,  who  hath  seen  such  things,  shall 

'^  tsth  be  made  to  bring  forth  in  one  day,  or  shall  a  nation  be  born  at  once "' — 

«^  tieeome  an  aceompUshed  fact  in  the  world  of  grace,  "  for  as  soon  as  Zion 

^Rnded  ehe  brought  forth  her  children.*'    I  would  rather  gather  my  analogies  from 

^i  Da;  of  Pentecost,  when  they  that  gladly  received  the  Word  were  about  8000 

Ksii   I  woold  catch  the  inspiration  of  that  glorious  scene  in  Ezekiers  valley  of 

TiioQ,  when  the  breath  came  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven  and  breathed  upon  the 

liaio.  tad  they  lived  and  stood  op  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding  great  army.    I 

r<«I<i  gather  eonfidenee  from  the  arrangements  of  the  providence  of  Ood — that 

cTetd  ihsll  oeeor  poasessed  of  such  a  marvellous  power  that  shall  give  a  mighty 

spaise  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  like  our  own  Disruption,  that  accomplished  in  a 

^e  generation  what  centuries  of  ordinary  ongoing  would  have  failed  to  effect.     I 

'rti  the  irgamentatire  power  and  the  irresistible  force  of  the  apostolic  statement 

^<K>ttiiimg  the  deatiny  of  Israel — they  have  had  a  wondrous  past,  and  have  been 

pwnred  ss  a  separate  people  for  a  wondrous  future;  "for  if  the  fall  of  them  be  the 

nc^ei  of  the  world,  how  much  more  their  fulness  1 — if  the  cssting  away  of  them  be 

*>  reeooeiling  of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be  but  life  from  the 

Bat  be  the  period  of  time  what  it  may,  whether  it  be  near  or  afar  off,  the  ulti- 
saU  triomph  of  the  gospel  is  absolutely  certain.  Moses  got  it  direct  from  the  very 
;P$^Ood-.'<Aa  troly  as  I  live,  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  the 
•f^"  David  sang  it  in  that  glorious  psalm,  "His  name  shall  endure  for  ever: 
nil  uiae  shall  be  eontinned  as  long  as  the  sun,  and  men  shall  be  blessed  in  Him, 
*^  all  natiMU  shall  call  Him  blessed."  It  brightens  up  Isaiah's  predictive  page  as 
^^  the  very  Instre  of  heaven — "  The  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth,  as 
'•^«  nten  oover  the  sea ; "  while  glimpses  of  the  coming  glory  are  seen  breaking  forth 
*^  the  darkness  of  Apocalyptic  visions — "  After  this  I  beheld,  and,  lo  1  a  great 
Ksltitixle,  which  no  man  can  number,  out  of  all  nations,  and  kindred,  and  peoples, 
•£d  toDgnei;**  -  Christianity  speiJu  a  universal  language ;"  "  Look  unto  me,  all  ye 
^  of  the  earth,  and  be  ye  saved."  No  matter  whether  he  be  barbarian  or  Scythian, 
^  or  free  whether  he  shiver  amid  the  snows  of  Lapland  or  tread  the  burning 
t^  of  Hindoatan,  the  salvation  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  is  equally  addreased  to 
1*^  til,  lad  it  ahall  gather  its  trophies  and  win  its  triumphs  equally  from  among 
'^  What  a  demonstration  of  the  unspeakable  preciousness  of  the  atoning 
jtd  of  the  Lamb,  when  it  is  found  to  be  of  power  to  wash  away  the  crimson  stains 
^^^  ^  1  What  an  attestation  to  the  might  and  mastery  of  redeeming  grace, 
^  Mois  H  the  civilised  and  the  savage  shall  alike  have  bowed — when  the  proud 
^^'^^her  alts  down  like  a  babe  at  the  feet  of  Christ — when  the  barbarian,  stripped 
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of  his  feroeitj,  pats  on  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ — and  the  most  detn* 
trodden  and  debased  of  the  children  of  men  shall  stand  forth  arrayed  in  the  betntia 
of  holiness !  And  what  a  halo  of  glory  shall  beam  aronnd  Immanoers  brow  when 
those  who  are  the  sobjects  of  His  grace  shall  be  gathered  from  the  north  tnd  the 
sonth,  the  east  and  the  west — from  erery  soil  on  which  the  snn  shines,  and  tntj 
shore  on  which  the  sea  beats — all  bearing  His  impress  and  reflecting  His  imsge ! 

"  Waft,  waft,  ye  winds,  His  story. 
And  yon,  ye  waters,  roll, 
Till,  like  a  sea  of  glory. 
It  spreads  from  pole  to  pole.** 

Fathers  and  brethren, — We  are  now  to  separate.  Ton  are  to  retnm  to  yosr  own 
homes ;  may  they  be  happy  homes,  as  happy  as  is  safe  for  sonls  outside  hesTo. 
Ton  retnm  to  your  own  fields  of  labour.  May  they  all  be  refreshed,  ss  with  the 
dews  of  heaven,  and  smell  like  a  field  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed;  and  ifwodo&^t 
meet  again  In  General  Assembly  in  this  Jerusalem  of  the  Gentiles,  may  we  meet  ia 
the  Kew  Jerusalem,  and  join  in  the  General  Assembly  and  Church  of  the  Pint- 
bom.  '<  There  thy  snn  shall  no  more  go  down,  neither  shall  thy  moon  withdraw 
itselt  The  Lord  shall  be  thine  CTcrlastlng  light,  and  the  days  of  thy  moamiss 
shall  be  ended." 

Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  yon  from  fislling,  and  to  present  yoo  fialt- 
less  before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding  Joy,  to  the  only  wise  God  ou 
Sariour,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  erer.    Amen. 

OLOSI  OT  ASSnCBLT. 

The  Assembly  was  then  closed  with  prayer,  the  singing  of  a  portion  of  the  12Sd 
Psalm,  and  the  Benediction. 
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m. 

BtiA,  Mr.  GiOeri^On  Professor  Smith's 

Gut,  207. 
B6tk,  Mr.  Donald— On  New  Widows' 

Fond,  286. 
M  ifr.  jB^i^mtV— On   SustenUtion 

Fund  and  Chahnen'  Centenaiy,  45  ; 

OB  Ptafessor  Smith's  Case,  198. 
^^»iiie,   Profeuor^On    Religion    and 

Honds,  14  ;  on  Home  Missions,  114  ; 

00  Professor  Smith's  Case,  237. 
*^«*«ni,294. 

^^nOding  Oiurek  and  Man$e,  292. 
^iw^*,    Mr.,    of   Kirhlitton  —  Opening 

^l*nDoii,  1 ;    proposes  Moderator,   8 ; 

addremes  the  Moderator,  4. 
^^nmiafor  Song  of  MinitUr$,  816. 

^<^^  of  Mimitten,  Procedure  in,  316. 
<^«««attt»  CMmUim,  121. 


Campbell,  Provoet  •—  On  Disestablish- 
ment, 149 ;  on  Professor  Smith's  Case, 
238. 

Campbell,  SherU^— On  Professor  Smith's 
Case,  210;  on  Professor  Davidson's 
Case,  281. 

Caueewayend,  293. 

ChalmerB*  Centenary,  282. 

Chalmeni'  Leetwrahip,  163. 

Churches,  Students  and  Ministers  from 
other,  289. 

Church  Bztension  Building  Fund — Dr. 
Adam  on,  116;  and  the  Highlands, 
116  and  304. 

Church  Fates,  169. 

CoUeagues  and  Successors,  289. 

Collections,  288. 

Collections  for  Schemes,  12. 

College  Committers  Report,  246. 

CoUege,  Glasgow,  Quinquennial  Vititaiion 
of  249. 

Colonial  Committee,  Ftpcrtfrom — Mr.  R. 
6.  Balfonr  on,  66 ;  Mr.  Nisb,  69 ;  Mr. 
BaOlie,  69;  Mr.  Kinross,  69;  Mr. 
Henderson,  60;  Mr.  Doff,  from  Tas- 
mania, 306 ;  Dr.  Goold,  62 ;  Mr. 
Langhton,  62. 
ment,  143. 

Colquhoun,  Mr.  William,  of  Luss — On 
Professor  Smith's  Case,  206. 

Committees,  Standing,  809. 

Continental  Committee,  296  ;  Mr.  D. 
Maclagan,  296. 

Cowan,  Mr.,  Fknn — On  Jews,  22. 

Cowan,   Mr.,   Troon  —  On   Disestablish- 

Cowan,  Sheriff — On  Professor  Smith's 
Case,  210. 


Davidson,  Dr.  O.  J2.— On  DisesUblish 
ment,  148. 

Davidson,  Professor,  Case  of,  278 ;  Mr, 
M*Ewan,  278 ;  Dr.  Rainy,  279 ;  Mr 
Wood,  Aberdeen,  281 ;  Sheriff  Camp 
beU,  281. 

DisestaUishment—T)r.  Rainy,  128;  Mr 
Bennie,  130  ;  Sir  Henry  Moncrsiff, 
133  ;  Mr.  Kidston,  136  ;  Professor 
MaoGiegor,  136 ;  Dr.  Begg,  136  ;  Mr 
Porteons,  Ballantrae,  139;  Mr.  Mac 
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kay,  StratbfiUan,  189  ;  Mr.  Howie, 
140  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Wood,  141 ;  Dr.  G. 
B.  DavidsoD,  148  ;  Mr.  Cowan,  Troon, 
143;  Mr.  Kenneth  Macdouald,  148; 
Mr.  Hugh  Mintoah,  143 ;  Mr.  Mac- 
phail.  Elder,  147 ;  Provoet  Campbell, 
149 ;  Dr.  Adam,  150 ;  Vote  and  Be- 
solation  of  Assembly,  152. 
Dvfft  Mr, ^  from  ToMTMnia^  806. 

EdiM)nd%t  Mr, — On  Professor  Smith's 
Case,  103  and  211. 

Ed%icaiiony  Report  on,  50 ;  Mr.  Banner- 
man,  52. 

Elmdie,  Mr. — Deputy  from  Presbyterian 
Church  of  England,  262. 

£nglandt  Presbyterian  Chweh  of.  Depu- 
ties—V>t,  Eraser,  259;  Mr.  Thomson 
of  Newcastle,  260  ;  Mr.  Elmslie,  262 ; 
Mr.  Hugh  Matheson,  263 ;  Dr.  Bainy, 
263. 

Evangdittic  TlieoUgy,  Chair  of,  250 ; 
Election  of  Professor  of,  274;  Mr. 
David  MacUgan,  274  ;  Dr.  T.  Smith 
elected,  278. 

Examination  Board,  249. 

Ferifiuon,  Mr,,  Kinmundy — On  Home 
Missions,  114 ;  on  Lapsing  of  Mem- 
bers, 167 ;  on  Professor  Smith's  Cate^ 
236. 

Finance  Committee,  315. 

Foreign  Miesione-'Colonel  Young,  264 ; 
Dr.  George  Smith,  267;  Mr.  Inglis, 
269 ;  Mr.  E.vfe,  269  ;  New  Hebrides 
Mission,  Mr.  Neihion,  270 ;  Mr.  Inglis, 
271- 

Prater,  Dr.  Donald — Deputy  from  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  England,  259. 

Qeddet,  Mr.,  Kirhmiehael — On  Professor 

Smith's  Case,  235. 
Ooold,  Dr.— On  the  Colonies,  62. 
Grant,  Mr.,  of  Ttdn — On  Religion  and 

Morals,  16. 
Oray,  Mr.  Stuart — On  Highlands  and 

Islands,  166. 

rrarthiU,  294. 

Hendenon,  Mr.,  from  Adelaide,  60. 

Highlands  and  Islands,  162  ;  Dr. 
M'Lauchlan,  162;  Mr.  Stuart  Gray, 
166. 

Home  Mission  JUport — Dr.  Adam,  109 ; 
Mr.  Wells,  112;  Professor  Blaikie, 
114 ;  Mr*  Ferguson  of  Kinmundy,  114. 

Jffowie,  Mr. — On  Proclamation  of  Banns, 
70  ;  on  Disestablishment,  140 ;  on  Pro- 
fessor Smith's  Case,  201. 

Bymnal,  The  New,  283 ;  Mr.  Thorn  of 
Kilmarnock  on,  288. 

Inglis,  Mr. — On  Foreign  Missions,  269 

and  271. 


Innes,  Mr.,  of  Panbride — On  Profenor 

Smith's  Case,  209. 
Irish  Deputation,  155 ;  Dr.  Watts,  156; 

Mr.    James    Maoonaghie,  159 ;    Dr. 

Bainy,  161. 

Jews,  Conversion  o/— Beport,  18;  Dr. 
^omson  of  Paisley,  18 ;  Mr.  Oowu, 
Elgin,  22  ;  Mr.  Yarten,  23 ;  3ir. 
Wilson  of  North  Bonaldshay,  23. 

Judicial  Functions  of  the  Chur^  288. 

Kay,  Mr.  A.  C,  of  Loanhead,  Case  of, 
26  ;  Mr.  fiarnetson,  27 ;  Mr.  B.  G. 
Balfour,  32  ;  Mr.  M'Ewan,  32 ;  Mr. 
Bannerman,  82  ;  Sheriff  Campbell,  S3; 
Mr.  Cowan,  Troon,  34  ;  Sheriff  Cowan, 
84  ;  Judgment,  87  and  803. 

Kelty,  298. 

Kerr,  Mr. — On  Temperance,  67. 

Kidston,  Mr.,  of  Femiegair — On  Tempe^ 
anoe,  68  ;  on  Disestablishment,  185. 

Kinross,  Mr.,  firora  Sydney,  59. 

Kintore,  Earl  o/— Seconds  the  Nominstion 
of  Moderator,  4 ;  on  Beligion  and 
Morals,  16  ;  on  Professor  Smith's  Case, 
205. 

LaidloM,  Dr.—On  Ph>fes6or  Smith's  Case, 

187. 
Lapsing  of  Members,  167  ;  Mr.  Feigusoo 

of  Kinmundy,  167. 
Zaughton,  Mr. — On  the  Colonies,  62, 
Law  Committee,  303. 
Lindsay f  Professor — On  Professor  Smith's 

Case,  216. 

Maedonald,  Mr.  Kenneth^  Oa  Disettab- 

lishment,  143. 
MacChegor,  Professor— On  Disestabliab- 

ment,  135 ;  on  Professor  Smith's  Cue, 

189. 
Mackay,  Mr.,  StraO^fiUaa^—On  Disestab- 
lishment, 149. 
Madagas^  Mr.  D.—On  New  Widows' 

Fund,  287  ",  on  Continental  Committee'i 

Beport,  296. 
Macanaghie,  Mr. — Irish  Deputy,  159. 
Maq^hail,  Mr. — On  Society  for  Pkopsgat- 

ing  Christian  Knowledge^  47. 
Ma(^haa,  Mr.,  EkUr-^u  Disestablish- 

roent,  147. 
M*Crie,  Mr.,  Ayr^On  Sustentation  Fand, 

44. 
M'Ewan,  Mr.  John — On  Professor  Darid- 

son's  Case,  278. 
M*Intosh,  Mr.,  MugK-On  DSsestablisii- 

ment^  143;  on  Professor  Smith's  Caa^ 

224 
M'Kende,  Mr.  AUx.-^n  BeUgton  and 

Morals^  13. 
M'LaMan^  CowMsiU^r—Oxi  Temperaoee, 

69. 
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JthKMank  IV.  — On   HigfalandB   and 

Jflhodi,  162. 
M'Middug,  Mr. — On  Beligion  and  Morals, 

15;  on  ProeUmation  of  Banns,  71. 
JfoM,   Dr.  —  Elected    Moderator,    4  ; 

Opimng  AddreflB,  5  ;  Admonishes  Pro- 

fivBor  Smith,  245  ;   Closing  Address, 

m, 

Mmiage  AJinUf  301,  55. 

MeAuemf  Mr.  ffugh — ^Bepntj  from  Pres- 
bjtarisn  Church  of  England,  263. 

XiiitUf  Mr.f  e/  J  ienistfii— Speech  on 
rioftisui  Smith's  Case,  74. 

Mmtmf,  Sir  Htnry — On  Professor 
Soith'fl  Case,  97  and  107  ;  on  Marquis 
of  Bipon,  120  ;  on  Disestablishment, 
ISS;  on  Pkofessor  Smith's  Case,  176 
ud  242  ;  on  the  Professoriate,  255. 

Tieil,  Mr.,  of  Cluny^On   Professor 
Saith's  Csse^  86. 
S>A,Ur.,  from  Victona,  59. 

CfUf,  iff.,  of  Motherwdl—On  Professor 
U's  Case,  223. 
OfrnTraffic,  272  and  315. 
f'fffad  StcetsUm  BecartU,  273. 
f'fetwn,  Mums  to,  288. 

Pahabyterum  Council,  293. 

^^ifuium,  316. 

Piit^  of  Equal  Dividend,  46. 

Pvltm,  Mr.,  BaUantrae—On  Disestab- 

liibmeat^  139. 
Prt'Dim^itm,  Mvnigtere  Fund,  287. 
Pr9fmoruU€  of  the  CA«rcA— Overtures 

M,  254;  Dr.  Adam,  250;  Mr.  Ban. 

Bonu,  254;    Sir  Henry  Moncreiff, 

255 ;  Dr.  B^,  255 ;  Dr.  Thomson, 

Haley,  256. 
Pr^^'gating  Chriitian  Knofdedge,  Society 

M-Ut.  Macphail,  47;  Dr.  Begg,  51 

ud295. 
.    ^10^00^— Beport  on,  283. 
Pfificatum,  292. 

$«a,  7%e— Address  to,  11  and  215. 

£ftay,  Phaapa^On  Temperance,  66  ; 
a  Professor  Smith's  Case,  105  and  228 ; 
on  Slarquis  of  Ripon,  118  ;  on  Dis- 
tttabliahmenty  123  ;  on  Irish  Deputa- 
^  161 ;  on  Professor  Davidson's 
.^»279. 

^<^a  and  MoraU — Beport  on ;   Mr. 

Ain.  M'Kenzie,  13 ;  Professor  Blaikie, 

12;   Mr.    Boss     Taylor,     15;    Mr. 

M*MiGking,  15  ;  Earl  of  Kintore,  16  ; 

Mr.  Grant,  Tain,  16 ;  Appointment  of 

I^ties  to  Visit  Presbyteries  of  Glas- 

mr  ad  Greenock,  817. 

f    *»««,   Mr.,   of    mdfc— On   Professor 

)      S&itfi's  Case,  103 ;    on  Disestablish- 

'      wnt.  180. 


J2/j9<m*»,  Mfirquii  of,  Appointment,  117 ; 
Dr.  Begg  on,  117  ;  Dr.  Balfour,  118  ; 
Br.  Bainy,  118 ;  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff, 
120. 

SahbcUhr  Chtcrvanee,  54. 

Sahbath  SehooU,  299  ;  Mr.  William  Dick- 
son on,  299. 

SoUb  mid  Transferenee$  of  Property, 
305. 

Salmond,  Professor — On  Professor  Smith's 
Case,  82  and  239. 

Sanctioning  of  New  Cha/rges,  304. 

Scott,  Mr.,  AberlouT'—Ou  Professor 
Smith's  Case,  193. 

Scrymgeour,  Mr, — On  Professor  Smith's 
Case,  107. 

Shetland  OongregeUions,  46. 

Smith,  Dr.  Qeorge — On  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, 267. 

Smith,  Dr.  Thomas,  dected  Professor  of 
Evangelistic  Theology,  278. 

Smith,  Mr.,  Corsock — On  Professor 
Smith's  Case,  224. 

Smith,  Mr.,  Tarland — On  Professor 
Smith's  Case,  96  and  237. 

Smith,  Professor,  87  and  175. 

Smith,  Professor,  Case  of,  71 ;  Appeals, 
74 ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  74  ;  Professor  Sal- 
mond,  82 ;  Mr.  Kicol,  Cluny,  86 ; 
Professor  Smith,  87  ;  Dr.  Begg,  89 ; 
Mr.  Smith,  Tarland,  96  ;  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff,  97  and  107  ;  Dr.  B^g,  101  : 
Mr.  Bennie,  103  ;  Mr.  Edmonds,  108  ; 
Dr.  Bainy,  105 ;  Mr.  Scrymgeour,  107 ; 
Vote,  107 ;  Di^sal  of  the  Case :  Dis- 
cussion on  order  of  Procedure,  170  ; 
Speech  of  Professor  Smith,  175  ;  Sir 
Henry  Moncreifl^  176 ;  Dr.  Adam,  183 ; 
Dr.  Laidlaw,  187 ;  Professor  MacGre- 

Sir,  189 ;  Mr.  Scott»  Aberlour,  193  ; 
r.  Begg,  193;  Mr.  Joseph  Wood, 
196  ;  Dr.  Beith,  197  ;  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bell,  198  ;  Mr.  Howie,  201 ;  the  Earl 
of  Kintore,  205 ;  Mr.  William  Colqu- 
honn,  206 ;  Mr.  G.  Beith,  207 ;  Mr. 
lones,  Panbride,  209;  Sheriff  Campbell, 
210  ;  Sheriff  Cowan,  210  ;  Mr.  Francis 
Edmond,  211  ;  Professor  Lindsay,  216 ; 
Mr.  Bannerman,  218;  Mr.  Ogjlvy, 
Motherwell,  223 ;  Mr.  Smith,  Corsock, 
224;  Mr.  Hugh  M'lntpsh,  224;  Dr. 
Bainy,  228  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  Kelvinside, 
232 ;  Mr.  Geddes,  Eirkmicbael,  235  ; 
Mr.  Ferguson,  Kinmundy,  236 ;  Mr. 
Smith,  Tarland,  237 ;  P]x>fes8or  Blaikie, 
237 ;  Provost  Campbell,  238 ;  Professor 
Salmond,  239 ;  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's 
Beply,  242  ;  VoU  and  lUsolution  of  the 
AtstmMy,  243 ;  Dissents,  244 ;  Professor 
Smith  Admonished  by  the  Moderator, 
245. 
Students,  Examination  of,  by  Board, 
Overtures  and  Interim  Act  anent,  816. 
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StudmU,  Tram/erence  of,  248  and  294 ; 

certificates  of,  815. 
Suttentatian  Fund^Dr,  Wilson,  89  ;  Mr. 

M'Grie,  Ayr,  44;  Mr.  BenjaminBeU,  45. 
Synod  Records,  292. 
Syttemalic  Pulpit  Initruelum,  169. 

Tamama,  The  Church  in,  806. 

Taylor,    Mr,,    Ron — On    Relij^on    and 

Morale,  15  ;  on  Profeesor  Smith's  Case, 

282. 
TVmperemce — ^Mr.  Bannerman,  68  ;  Prin- 
cipal Rainy,  66 ;  Mr.  Kerr,  67 ;  Mr. 

Eodeton,  68;    Mr.  Mills,  69;  Conn- 

dllor  MOjaoblan,  69. 
Thammn,  Dr.,  Paitley — On  Jews,  18 ;  on 

the  Professoriate,  256. 
Thomson,  Mr,  John,  Newcastle — ^Deputy 

from  Preabyteriaii  Church  of  England, 

260. 
Trustees,  Oeneral,  808. 


Varten,  Dr,,  from  NamrtA — On  Jem, 
28. 

Watts,  Dr.,  Irish  Deputy,  156. 

WhyU,  Mr.,  of  St,  Georges,  EMbmtrfjk'- 

On  Welfare  of  the  Tonth,  271. 
Widows  and  Omhams*  Fund,  286. 
Widows'  New  Fund,  286;  Mr.  Bonad 

Beith,  286 ;  Mr.  D.  Mada^m,  286. 
Wilson,  Dr.— On  Sustentation  Fund,  39. 
Wilson,  Mr,,  of  North  Ronaldthajf    On 

Jews,  23. 
Wood,  Mr.  Joseph-^On  Disestablisfameot, 

141 ;  on  Professor  Smith's  Case,  196; 

on  Professor  Dayidson's  Case, 

Young,  Cotond — On  For^gn  Missicns, 

264. 
Youth,   Wdfare  of,  271 ;  Mr.  Whyte  of 

St  George's,  271  ;  Mr.  Smith  of  Tu- 

land,  271. 
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Proorbssite  Exhibit  of  the  Suatentation  Fand  since  the  Disraption^  Blow- 
ing— (1.)  The  Amount  contributed  each  year ;  (2.)  The  Number  of 
Ministers  participating  in  the  Fund ;  (3.)  The  Amount  of  Dividend 
paid  each  year ;  and  (4.)  The  Number  of  Ministers  who  drew  a  full 
year's  dividend. 


Amonnt  Contribated  to  the 

No.  of  Ministers 

Amount 

1 
Na  of  Miniatoi 

Sustentatioa  Fund. 

participating  in  the 
Fund  each  yoar. 

of  Dividend 
paid  each  year. 

who  drew  full 
eqQBlDivid<»L| 

1844 

£68,704  14    8 

583 

£105    0     0 

1 
470      ' 

1845 

77.630  12     0 

627 

122     0     0 

667 

1846 

82,681  17     4 

672 

122     0    0 

680 

1847 

83,117  16  10 

673 

*  120    0    0 

690 

1848 

88,996    9    5 

684 

128    0     0 

696 

1849 

87,115     3    4 

705 

123    0    0 

62S 

1850 

89,764    3     6 

720 

123     0    0 

680 

J851 

91,527    8    8 

786 

123    0    0 

668 

1852 

90,794  10    6 

745 

122     0    0 

675 

1853 

90,885    8    0 

759 

121     0    0 

691 

1854 

94,635  10    6 

765 

119    0    0 

696 

1855 

103,553  17    8 

786 

132    0    0 

700 

1856 

108,972  12     5 

790 

140    0    0 

712 

1857 

108,638    4    5 

811 

138    0    0 

700 

1858 

108,920    7     0 

825 

138    0    0 

703 

1859 

110,141  11     8 

827 

138    0    0 

713 

<     1860 

109,259  17  11 

846 

135    0    0 

723 

1861 

112,093    5    0 

859 

138    0    0 

731 

1862 

112,616    6    5 

872 

137     0    0 

724 

1863 

114,292  19    9 

885 

137     0    0 

722 

1864 

115.784  19    6 

894 

138    0    0 

715 

1865 

119,450    3  11 

903 

144    0    0 

710 

1866 

120.296  11     5 

902 

143    0    0 

741 

1867 

121,725    6    3 

917 

144    0    0 

731 

1868 

131,312  10    5 

923 

150    0    0 

728 

1869 

132,125  16    7 

942 

150    0    0 

740 

1870 

131,262  19     1 

947 

150    0    0 

767 

1871 

137,034  14     6 

948 

150    0    0 

775 

1872 

137,677  15     6 

957 

160    0    0 

778 

1873 

136,322  19  10 

969 

150    0    0 

783 

1874 

152,112     8    4 

975 

150    0    0 

770 

1875 

163,696  16    0 

997 

157    0    0 

772 

1876 

166,427     9    3 

1014 

157     0    0 

774 

1877 

172,641  18    3 

1059 

157     0    0 

761 

1878 

179,092  12     1 

1075 

157    0    0 

766 

1879 

175,990    0    5 

1094 

160    0    0 

776 

EXFLAITATORY  NOTK. 

In  the  amount  of  the  Snatentation  Fund  each  year  ia  included  not  merely  tbe 
Contributions  from  Ministerial  Charges,  bat  also  the  Contributions  from  the 
Associations  of  Stations,  which  are  transmitted  to  the  Snstentation  Fond,  ud 
are  returned  to  them. 

The  difference  between  the  number  of  ministers  participating  in  the  Snstenta- 
tion Fund  and  the  number  drawing  the  full  amount  of  the  Dividend  is  acconnted 
for  hj  ministers  in  Equal  Dividend  Charges  ordained  during  the  year,  alao  b/ 
ministers  of  Church  Extension  Charges,  or  colleagues  and  successors,  and  of  thn«« 
under  special  arrangement  as  to  the  amount  of  stipend  payable  to  them  from  the 
Suatentation  Fund. 

The  amount  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  participated  in  by  the  ministers  of  tb« 
Free  Church  is  wholly  irrespective  of  the  Supplements  paid  by  congregationa  to 
their  own  ministers,  the  total  amount  of  which  for  the  year  1878-79  vas 
£68,171,38.  4d. 

OfFIOIS  OF  THB  FrEE  ChURCH  OF  SCOTLAND, 

May  1880. 


FINANCIAL     REPORT 


OF  THB 


SUSTENTATIOIf    FUJ5fD    COMMITTEE 


For  Year  ending  15th  May  1880. 


T^Momii  of  oontributions  for  year  ending  15th  May  1880,     £171,719  10    9 
Do.  do.  1879,       175,990    0     5 

Decrease,  £4,270     9     8 

^^Mkutumi,  1880,            ....  £161.963  11   10 

Do.        1879,            ....  162,437     6     3 

Decrease,  — —         £473  14    5 

I^waiioas  and  Legadea,  1880,  £9,755  18  11 

Do.                do.         1879,                  .  13,552  14    2 

Decrease,  3,796  15     3 

Net  decrease,  £4,270    9    8 


Hnmnsfl  oir  thi  Roll  of  Prisbttkriis  durxno  thb  Ykaji  smdinq 

15th  Mat  1880. 

I.  MnnsTiBs  kot  on  tbe  Platform  of  the  Equal  Divtdend. 

i-  Ministers  of  ChnFcH  Extension  Cbaiges  aU  ordained  prior  to 
15th  Hay  1879,  dra'v^g  back  the  Contributions  of  their  own 
Congr^ations  np  to  tibe  amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend 
^  Appendix  No.  XL), 74 

1  Ministers  admitted  to  Church  Extension  Charges  during  the 
3rear.     (See  Appendix  No.  III.), 8 

3.  Ministers  reoeiving  back  the  Contributions  of  their  own  Congre- 

gations with  special  allowances  from  the  Sustentation  Fund 
(See  Appendix  No.  IV.) 48 

4.  Mxiiisters  admitted  dnring  the  year  to  Congregations  specially 

arranged  with.     (See  Appendix  No.  V.),                  ...       2 
S>  Ministers  not  on  the  Platform  loosed  from  their  charges  during 
the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VI.) 3 

6.  Ministers  not  on  the  Platform  who  died  during  the  year.     (See 

Appendix  No.  VIL), 3 

7.  Mildsters  retired  from  the  active  duties   of  their  charges,  or 

inTalided,  drawing  partial  Stipend  or  other  allowances.     (See 

Appendix  No.  VUJ.),   .        .  64 

—       192 

Carry  forward.  192 


4  FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

Brought  forward, 
II.  MiNiarKRS  ON  the  Platform  of  thb  Equal  Dividend,  not 

DRAWING  A  full  TSAR'S  DIVIDEND,  ETC. 

1.  Ministers  admitted  to  charges  daring  the  year.     (See  Appendix 

No.  IX.), 21 

2.  Ministers  who  have  died  daring  the  year.     (See  Appendix 

No.  X.) 22 

.3.  Colleagues  and  Successors  ordained  prior  to  15th  May  1879,  and 
still  on  the  roll  of  Presbyteries  as  such.  (See  Appendix 
No.  XI.), 24 

4.  Ministers  admitted  as  Colleagues  and  Successors  during  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  No.  XII.), 6 

5.  Colleagues  and  Successors  who  have  become  sole  Ministers  in 

consequence  of  the  death  of  the  senior  Minister  during  the 
year.    (See  Appendix  No.  XIIL),  ......       8 

6.  Minioters  translated  from    full    Equal    Dividend  charges    to 

Collegiate  charges.     (See  Appendix  No.  XIV.),       ...       3 

7.  Ministers  translated  from  one  Collegiate    chaige  to  another 

during  the  year.      (See  Appendix  No.  XV.),  ...       2 

8.  Ministers    translated  from  full    Equal    Dividend  charges  to 

Church  Extension   charges.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVI.),  .        2 

9.  Ministers   translated  from    Church    Extension  charges  to  full 

Equal  Dividend  charges.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVII.),     .  4 

10.  Minister  translated  from  a  Church   Extension  charge  to    a 

Collegiate  chaise.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVIIL),   ...        1 

11.  Ministers  who  have  obtained  Colleagues,  or  whose  Colleagues 

have  been  removed  during  the  year,  and  are  under  special 
arrangements.     (See  Appendix  No.  XIX.),    .         .  .12 

12.  Ministers  who  have  resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their 

charges  during  the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  XX.),      .        .  7 


I. 


192 


IIL  Ministers  on  the 
Dividend,     . 


Platform    drawing   the   full   yearns 


Note.— In  cases  where  there  are  Colleagues  (enumerated  above, 
II.  sect.  8),  the  dividend  is  shared  between  the  Colleagues. 

Total  number  of  Ministers  on  the  Roll  of  Presbyteries 
during  the  year  ending  15th  May  1880,  as  returned  by 
Presbytery  Clerks,  including  retired  Ministers, 


—      m 

304 


791 


1095 


ANALYSIS  OP  REVENUE 
For  Year  ending  15tu  Mat  1880. 
I.  Balance  from  last  year,    ....... 

II.  Revenue  from  Ministerial  Associations 
1879-80,  available  for  Equal  Divi- 
<lend, £147,358    6  10 

ni.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Church 
Extension  and  other  charges  (See  Ap- 
pendix No.  II.) 9,279  15  11 


£214  18      I 


Carryforward,     £156,638     1     9        £214   18      1 


L  8D8TXNTATI0N  YUND  OOMMITTSK.  5 

Brought  forward,       £156,638     19        £214  18     1 
IV.  AlBoimt  of  Contributions  from  Congrega- 
tioiu  under  special  arrangements  (See 
Appeodices  Nos.  IV.  and  V.)  3,655     0    4 

V.  AmoQot  of  Contributions  from  vacant 
Church  Extension  charges  (See  Ap- 
pendix No.  XXII.),     ....  178  12    0 

VL  Amount  of  Coutributioos  from  Stations, 
jHiyable  to   Home  Mis- 
sion Committee,  .   £1,103     5     2 
Highland  Committee,  .         388  12     7 

1,491  17     9 

Vn.  Amount  of  I>onations  and  Legacies  for 

1879-80, 9,765  18  11 

171,719  10    9 

VUL  Amount  of  Bank  interest  available  for 

1879-80, 176  17     5 

Total  Revenue  for  1879-80,  £172,111     6     3 


ALLOCATION  OF  FUND. 
Total  Fond,  as  above, £172,111     6     3 

I  Expenses  of  Management,  iucluding  Tra- 
velling Charges,  Postages,  Parcek,  etc. 
(See  PubUc  Accounts),  .      £1,008     7  10 

n  Printing  of  Books  for  Collectors,  Deacons, 
snd  Treasurers,  and  other  Papers  fur- 
nished to  Congregations.  (S^  Public 
Accounts), 202     3    4 

QL  Proportion  of  Assembly  Expenses,  Public 
Accounts,  Record  sent  to  Ministers, 
and  Treasurer's  Department.  (See 
Public  Accounts),        ....        1,020  15     8 

2,231     6  10 

£169,879  19     5 
^iie<,  Second— 

!>  Contributions  from  Territorial  and  Church 
Extension  Charges  returned  to  them  up 
to  tibe  Amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 
(See  Appendix  No.  n.),      .  .     £9,165     2    4 

n.  Contributions  from  Congregations  under 
9eeial  arrangements  returned  to 
them.     (See  Appendix  No.  IV.),         .        3,588  10    8 

in.  AQovances  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tions.    (See  Appendix  No.  IV.),  3,812    8     6 

^-  Ctntributions  from  Congregations  under 
special  arraugements,  in  which  Minis- 
ters were  settled  during  the  year.  (See 
Appendix  No.  Y.), 66    9     8 

Carryforward,      £16,632  11     2  £169,879  19     5 


VINANOIAL  REPORT  OF  THX 


1. 


Broaght  forward, 

v.  Allowances  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tioDB.     (See  Appendix  No.  V.),  . 

VI.  Amonnt  payable  to  Ministers  not  on  the 
platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  who 
were  loosed  from  their  Charges  daring 
the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VI.), 

VII.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  not  on 
the  platform  who  died  during  the 
year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VII.), 

VIII.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  retired  or 
invalided,  or  who,  under  special  arrange- 
ments, draw  partial  Stipend  or  other 
allowances.    (See  Appendix  No.  VIII.), 

IX.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Church 
Extension  or  other  Charges,  during 
vacancy  or  otherwise.  (See  Appendix 
No.  XXII.), 

X.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Stations 
paid  over  to  the  Home  Mission  and  High 
land  Committees,  per  Public  Accounts, 


Deduct,  Third— 

L  Sums  to  Widows  of  Ministers  who  have 
died  during  the  year.  (See  Public 
Accounts), 

II.  Amount  claimed  by'  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund  of  the  Free  Church  for 
the  following  Congregations  vacant  at 
15th  May  1880  :— 


£16,632  11     2  £169,879   19     5 


113  14     1 


97     9    8 


65     1     6 


913    0    6 


178  12    0 


1,491  17     9 


i». 


^9:2     6    S 


£150,387   12    9 


£838  15     0 


1.  Peebles. 
St.  FortingsL 

5.  Keies. 

4.  KirkmichAel  (AX 

6.  Btrfttheonnon. 

6.  TUlicoultry. 

7.  Edinbargh,  St  Bernard's. 
&  Inverkip. 

9.  Humbie. 

10.  Bothwell. 

11.  Inverness,  West 

12.  Bowmore. 
IS.  Fortmoak. 

14.  Qlssgow,  Bloohsizn. 


15.  lUlberry  ft  South  Knapdale. 

16.  Bhiskan. 

17.  Balms«hie. 
1&  Armadale. 

19.  Coigach. 

20.  Tyree. 

21.  Orphir. 

22.  Paisley,  Middle  Ch. 
28.  Porgandenny. 

24.  TeU. 

26.  South  Uist 

26.  Tougua 

27.  Irongray.  ,^^ 
2a  Rathen.                               196 


0    0 


1,034  15    0 


Amount  available  for  Eqnal  Dividend,        £149,352   17     SI 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  EQUAL  DIVIDEND. 


L  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  admitted 
during  the  year  to  Charges  on  the 
Equal  Dividend,  exclusive  of  Col- 
leagues.    (See  Appendix  No.  IX.),      .   £1,264    3    7 


Garry  forward,        £1,264    3    7 


f.  BU8TEMTATI0N  FUND  COMMITTED.  i 

Brought  forward,         £1,264     3    7 

11.  Amoaat  payable  to  ReprMentatives  of 
MinisterB  who  have  died  daring  the 
year,  being  proportion  due  at  death. 
(See  Appendix  Na  X.),  .      1,314  19  10 

III.  Amount  payable   to   Ministers  admitted 

aa  CoUeaguea  and  Successors  during 

tiie  year.     (8ee  Appendix  No.  XIL),  270  15    0 

IV.  Affioant  payable  to  Colleagues  who  have 

become  sole  Ministers  in  consequence 
of  the  death,  during  the  year,  of  the 
Senior  Minister.  (See  Appendix  No. 
XIIL), 1,125     1     7 

T.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  translated 
from  full  Equal  Dividend  Charges  to 
Collegiate  Charges.  (See*  Appendix 
No.  XIV.), 386  18  10 

U  imount  payable  to  Ministers  translated 
from  one  Collegiate  Charge  .to  another 
dnring  ^he  year.  (See  Appendix 
NaXV.) 202     1     7 

HL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  translated 
from  full  Equal  Dividend  Charges  to 
Church  Extension  Charges.  (See  Ap- 
pendix  No.  XVI.),      .        .  251     3    3 

VIU.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  translated 
from  Church  Extension  (charges  to 
full  Eqival  Dividend  Charges.  (See 
Appendix  No.  XVIL),  .  426     I     0 

IX.  Amount  payable  to  Minister  translated 
from  a  Church  Extension  Charge  to  a 
Collegiate  Charge.  (See  Appendix 
No.  XVHL), 23  11     2 

X.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  who  have 
obtained  Colleages,  or  whose  Col- 
leagues have  been  removed  during  the 
year,  and  are  under  special  arrange- 
ments.    (SeeAppendix  No.  XIX.),     .     1,212  12    4 

XL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  who   have 

resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their  • 

Charges  during  the  year.     (See  Appen- 
dix No.  XX.),     .        .  .        565  17  10 

XIL  Amount  returned  to  vacant  Congregations 
under  Regulations  of  Assembly.  (See 
Appendix  No.  XXL),  168     3     6 

XllL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  drawing 
full   Dividend,^  or  divisible    between 

Colleagues, 126,560    0    0 

£133,771     9     6 

XIV.  Surplus  Fund, 15,581     8     3 

£149,352  17     9 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 

COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OP  DEDUCTIONS  FROM  THE  SUSTENTATIOS 

FUND  FOR  YEARS  1879-1880. 

1880.  1879. 

L  Expenses    of    ManagemeDt,    Trayelling 
Charges,  Postages,  Parcels,  eta     See 

p.  5, .  <        ,  .  £1.008     7  10       £1,017    8   9 

IL  Printing  of  Books  for  Collectors,  Deacons, 
and  Treasarers,  and  other  Papers  fur- 
nished to  Congregations.     See  p.  5,    .         202     3    4  274  15   » 
m.  Ptt>portion  of  Assembly  Expenses,  Public 
Accounts,  Record  sent  to  Ministers, 

and  Treasurer's  Department.    Seep.  5,     1,020  15     8  1,202  12    \ 

rV.  Contributions  from  Church  Extension 
Charges  returned  to  them  up  to  the 
amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend.   (See 

Appendix  No.  II.) 3,165     2    4        11,811    6  1 

V.  Contributions  from  Congregations  speci- 
ally arranged  with.     (See  Appendices 

Nos.  IV.  and  V.),       ....      3,655    0    4  3,640  16  9 

VL  Allowances  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tions. (SeeAppendicesNos.IV.andV.),    3,926    2    7  3,111  13  ^ 
VII.  Amount    paid  to   Ministers  not  on  the 
Platform,  loosed  from   their  Charges 
during  the  year.     (See  Appendix  No« 

VL), 97     0    8  143    9   fl 

VIII.  Amount  paid  to  Ministers  net  on  the  Plat- 
form, who  died  during  the  year.     (See 

Appendix  No.  VII.),  ....  65     1     6  159  17   ( 

IX.  Amount  paid  to  or  on  account  of  Mini- 
sters   JShnerUu     (See    Appendix    No. 

Vin.) 913    0    6  1,064  10   i 

X.  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Church 
Extension  or  other  Charges  during 
▼acancy,  or  otherwise.    (See  Appendix 

No.  XXII.) 178  12    0  152    9 

XI-  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Stations. 

(See  PaUio  Acooonts),  1,491  17    9         1,622  14  I 

XII.  Donations     to    Widows     of     Ministers. 

(See  Public  Accounts),  838  15    0  392    0 

Xm.  Amount  paid  to  Widows'  and  Orphans' 

Fund  for  Vacant  Charges,  .  196    0    0  196    0 

£22,758    8     6     £24,779  15 


BUdTEMTATlON  FUND  COMMITTER. 


No.  n. 

CosfTMBcnoKs  from  Territorial,  Church  Extension,  and  other  Charges,  for 
1879-30,  returned  to  them  up  to  the  amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 


ComBSOAdOIB. 


I.  Aberdeen,  Greyfriars', . 

t-Torry,         •         .         .        . 

I  BaDachuIisfa,  South,    . 

i  Biok,  Cumnock, . 

^OrmiatOD,     . 

i  K«r  Aberdour,    • 

'.  Peterhead,  South  Church,  . 

•fowling,      . 

J.  Brwightj  Ferry,  8t,  Luke's, 
1^.  Ihadet,  BonnethiU,     . 
li-     „      HighChnroh, 
,  II  Monifieth,  South, 
I3.CuIk»8,      .        .        .       . 
li  DoDoon,  Gaelic,  . 
1-5.  Sooth  Ringarth,  . 

16.  TijfhDtbmaicb,    . 

17.  Edmbttrgh,  Cowgatehead, 
[8.       „         Datj,        . 

^'«       »         Fountainbridge, 

^'       „         MorayChurch, 

^l  Gnnton  and  Wardiop  . 

it  SUins, 

23.  Fordyce,     . 

2i  Portkoockie, 

to.  Gl4»gow,.Auguatinc,  . 
Buchanan,    . 
Candlish  Church, 
Cranstonhili, 
Cunningham, 
£ast;Park,    . 
Fairbaim, 
London  Koad, 
North  Woodside, 
Bose -Street,  • 

^  ^  ..       SighthiU.      . 

36.  Goran,  fit.  Oolumba's, 
I  ^.  Partick,  Dowan  Vale, . 
,  ?  Shettlestone, 
'  39.  WhiteiwA.  .        . 

*f  GreeDock,  Monntpark, 
,S'£?SH5*.Ea.t.         . 
1 J2.  BMllMiton, . 

S-BdUhill,     .        .        . 

^  Cctbridp,  West,       . 

Cairy  forward, 


28. 
J7. 
58. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
,32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 


» 

II 
II 

t> 

n 


Contribations, 
1879-80. 


£155 
95 
102 
60 
76 
85 
121 
121 
236 
161 
148 
150 
104 
158 
105 
120 
46 
99 
100 
120 
189 
85 
MO 
76 
160 
108 
169 
141 
101 
100 
103 
160 
151 
102 
100 
150 
100 
153 
111 
150 
160 
114 
131 
104 
100 


6 
2 

0 

8 

15 

0 


4 
6 
0 
7 
0 
0 


10  2 
6  6 
9  9 
3  6 

15  '8 

17  6 
6  8 

10  0 
0  0 
0  0 

12  0 
9  7 

14  10 
2  6 

8  7 
10  9 

9  10 
0  0 


0 

0 

16 

4 


6 
0 
6 
1 


16  2 

0  6 

16  11 

16  1 

16  6 
18  9 

17  9 
0  0 


0 
0 


0 

8 


16  2 

11  0 

0  0 

2  0 

16  0 

6  10 

4  0 


Excess  abore 
Equal  Dividend. 


£6466  18    6 


... ... 


£76     9    9 


*«•  ••« 


29    8    7 


0    0    6 


•  ••    ■• 


Amount  payable 
to  Ministers. 


£106  18  9 


£155  6 
95  2 

102  0 
60  8 

75  16 
86  0 

121  10 
121  6 
160  0 
151  8 
148  15 

150  17 
104  5 

158  10 
106  0 
120  0 

46  12 
99  9 

100  14 
120  2 
160  0 

86  10 

110  9 

76  0 
160  0 
108  0 

159  16 
141  4 

101  16 
100  0 

103  16 

160  16 

151  16 

102  18 
100  17 
150  0 
100  0 
153  0 

111  16 
160  11 
160  0 
114  2 
131  16 

104  6 
100  4 


4 
6 
0 
7 
0 
0 
2 
6 
0 
6 
8 
6 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 

10 
6 
0 
9 

10 
0 
0 
0 
6 
1 
2 
6 

11 
1 
6 
9 
9 
0 
0 
8 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10 
0 


£6359  19  9 
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I. 


Add  CoDtribntions  from  Charffes 
wbere  Ministen  have  been  settled 
during  the  rear.  (See  Appen- 
dix No.  III.),    .        .        •        . 

Total, 


£8779    5  10 


600  10    1 


Contributions, 

Excess  above 

COKORBOATIONa 

1879-80. 

Eqaal  DiTidend. 

Brought  forward, 

£6465  18    6 

£106  18    9 

46.  Uddingstone, 

164  17  11 

47.  Wishaw,      .... 

116  11     8 

48.  Ardrisbaig, 

82     1    0 

49.  InvemesB,  Queen  Street, 

110    0    0 

50.  Darvel,         .... 

120    0    0 

61.  Kilbirnie,  West  Church, 

160    0    0 

62.  Kilmarnock,  Martyrs*, 

140    0    7 

53.  Portnahaven, 

86    2     4 

64.  Cowdenbeath, 

72    0    0 

65.  Kelty,          .... 

69  17     0 

...  .f* 

56.  Lassodie,      .... 

90    6    0 

67.  Whiting  Bay,      .        .        . 

161     9  10 

1    9  10 

58.  Buckhaven, 

100    0    0 

69.  Galatown,    .... 

108    0    0 

60.  Castle  Douglas,  M'Millan  Ch. 

,       167    0    0 

7    0    0 

61.  Bainsford,    .... 

100  14  11 

62.  Croftbead,    .... 

85  16    0 

63.  Han  hill,     .        .        .        . 

110    4  10 

64.  Kirkmichael, 

88    5    1 

•••••• 

65.  Ardnamurchan,    . 

90  11    8 

66.  Ardow,  etc, 

92  19    4 

67.  Morven,       .... 

99  14    4 

68.  Neilston,      .... 

160    5    0 

0    6    0 

69.  St.  Monance, 

101    8    2 

70.  Cambusbarron,     . 

90    5    0 

71.  Altnaharra, 

80    0    0 

72.  Isle  of  Whithorn, 

123    6    3 

73.  Port  William,       . 

82  16    6 

74.  Trinity,  Lcith,     . 

Garelochhead, 

62    8    2 

••• •■• 

Dundee,  Ogilvie  Church, 

48    7    8 

Do.                do.. 

31   14    7 

Coigaoh,      •        •        .        . 

76    0    0 

Tyree,          .        .        .        . 

60    3    4 

NitshiU 

32  12    7 

£9279  16  11 


£114  13    7 


AmoTint  pajabk 
to  liiiusten. 


£6369  19  9 
154  17  11 
116  11   3 


£114  13    7 


82 

1 

0 

110 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

140 

0 

7 

86 

2 

4 

72 

0 

0 

69  17 

0 

90 

5 

0 

160 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

108 

0 

0 

160 

0 

0 

100  14  U 

85  15 

0 

110 

4  10 

88 

5 

1 

90  11 

8 

92 

19 

4 

99  14 

4 

160 

0 

0 

101 

3 

! 

90 

5 

0 

80 

0 

0 

123 

6 

3 

82 

16 

6 

52* 

•  •  •• 

3 

• 

48 

7 

S 

31 

14 

7 

75 

0 

0 

60 

3 

4 

32 

12 

7 

£8664  12 

3 

500  10    1 


£9165    3    4 


I. 


8U8TENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE. 


11 


No.  HL 

MnisnBS  admitted  to  Church  Extension  Chargbs  during  tlie  year  1879-80, 

with  amount  due  at  Whitsunday  1880. 


KuMiarMJaiften. 

Congregations. 

Date  of  Ordination 
or  Induction. 

Atnotmt  pay- 
able at  15th 
May  1880. 

I.  Nichol  Nicholson, 
1  Doo&Jd  Maclnnes, 
L.  Andrew  Hackay, 
i  (korge  Booth,     • 
I  Kobfrt  M*Gronther,     . 

*  Jv'hnBae,  . 

'Waiter  Ireland,  . 

iH.lfacNair,  . 

Garre, 

GlenmorristoD, . 
West  Ch.,  Stirling,   . 
Cleland,    . 
Whifflet,  . 
Causewayend,  Abdn., 
Garelochbead,  . 
West  End,  Port  Glas., 

15th  May  1879. 

1 1  th  June    „ 
17th  July     „ 
30th  Sept.    „ 
28th  Oct.     „ 
16th  Jan.  1880. 
29th  Jan.      „ 

12  th  Feb.     „ 

£81     6     0 
94    0    0 

100    0    0 
61     6    0 
52     8    0 
35    0  10 
46    9    3 
30    0    0 

£500  10     1 

No.  IV. 


CoKGBXGATiONS  Specially  arranged  with. 


Kocs  of  Coogresationa. 


1.  Dnrris,  . 

2.  Fort  Angnstus, 

3.  Alfard,  .  . 
^.  Towie,  etc,  . 
^  Ayr,  Martyrs*, 

6.  New  Cumnock,  Afton, 
,  «.  Tarbolton, 

&.  Hlttidgehai,  . 

S.  Skirling, 

10.  Wick,  liartyra',      . 
ill  Cere..    .         .'      . 

t3.  Monimail, 
,  ^3.  8trathmigIo,  North, 

li  Sl  Fergus,    . 

15.  Uaitoo. .        .        . 

:?•  5«»nicore,  Craigs,  . 

n.  Glencaple, 

1^.  Hightae, 

19.  BocUyvie,      . 

2'^  Saline,  .         .         . 

il.  Sandbank, 

p  Chiraiide, 

23.  Blairdaff, 

ii;  }i»^'g»en,  East,  . 
j5.  Cockbumspath,      . 

;r  ^"*™»  Graham  Street, 
2'  UWyneaide, 

C«yfcnrard,    . 


Contributions, 
1879-80. 


£80  0 
73  6 
80 
60 
52 


70 
60 


0 
0 


61    8 
63    0 


0 
0 
2 
6 

4 
0 
0 


5 

0 

1 
72  10 
45  8 
94  16    8 

79  19    0 
114    0    3 

67    5    0 
102    0 
105    0 

89  17 

51     7 

72     0 

80  0 
96  0 
94  0 
91  12  11 

108  10    0 
93    0 


1 
0 
5 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
52     3    0 


£2109    5  10 


Allowances 
from  Fund. 


£80     0  0 

86  14  0 

79  14  10 
99  19  6 

100    0  0 

87  10  0 
100    0  0 

50  0  0 

80  1  0 
45  19  9 
92  15  0 
57  19  11 
55  0  0 
70    2  7 

100    0  0 

88  0  0 
80  0  0 
64    0  0 

66  0  0 
68    7  1 

51  10  0 

67  0  0 
90    0  0 

100    0  0 

98  17  0 

97     0  0 

100    0  0 


£2156  10    8 


Amount 
payable  to 
Ministers. 


£160 
160 
160 
160 
152 
160 
145 
144 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
151 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
152 


0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
8 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 

4 
0 
0 


16  8 
0  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

3  0 


£4265  16  6 
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Names  of  Congregations. 


Brought  forward, 

28.  Yetholm, 

29.  Baliater, 

30.  Tongland, 

31.  Douglaa  Water, 

32.  Lanriston, 

33.  Livingstone,    . 

34.  Olenshiel, 

35.  Eskdaleniuir, 

36.  South  Ronaldshay, 

37.  Logiealmood, 

38.  Bowden, 

39.  Conningsburgh, 

40.  Delling, 

41.  DunroBflDess,  • 

42.  Fetlar,    . 

43.  Walls,    . 

44.  Bracadale, 

45.  Craigs,  Stirling, 

46.  Glass,     . 

47.  Grange, . 

48.  Newton  Stewart,  Princes  I 

Street,        .        .         ( 
Stennis, .        .        .         . 

Yell 

Portmoak, 


Contrlbntions, 
1879-80. 


£2109 

100 
80 

110 

60 

•129 

104 
80 
50 
84 
69 
75 
21 
24 
20 
26 
10 
48 

127 
85 
57 


10  8 
0  0 


0 
5 
0 
8 


0 

0 

16 


0 
0 
6 


0 
0 
0 
1 


10  1 
0  0 


0 
0 
7 


10  8 

0  6 

0  0 

12  8 

9  9 

0  0 


0 
0 
9 


ilO  8 


46  .0  0 
40  0  *0 


29  15  6 


£3588  10  8 


AUowanoes 
ftom  Fund. 


£2156 
60 
80 
49 

100 
30 
55 
80 

100 
20 
90 
84 
87 
87 
47 
47 
87 

100 
33 
74 

100 


10  8 
0  0 
0    0 

15  0 
0    0 

11  U 
9  11 
0  0 
0  0 
0    0 


3 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
14 
0 


5 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 


100    0  0 

40    0  0 

49    0  0 

53  14  0 


£3812    8    6 


Amnnnt 

payable  to 

Ministen. 


£4265 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 
150 
104 
160 
160 
108 
111 
67 
73 
97 
148 
160 
160 
157 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
10 


-I 


16   6 
0   0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 


13    8 
9    9 


0 
0 
0 
0 
3 


146  0  0 

80  0  0 

49  0  0 

83  9  6 


£7400  19  2 


No.  V. 

MiNiSTKBS  admitted  daring  the  year  1879-80  to  Congregatioiis  ipedallj 

arranged  with. 


Names  of  Ministers. 


1.  H.  Q.  Laarence, 

2.  D.  Black, 


Congxegations. 


Edxell,  . 
Eccles,  • 


Dateef 
Ordinatioo. 


Jul7  31,1879» 
Jan.   8,1880, 


Oontritni- 

tions, 

18rO-80. 


£    #.  d. 

48    7    2 

18    2    6 


66    9    8 


Allowaaee 
fhvm 
Fund. 


£    «.  if. 

78  18    1 

34  16    0 


Avenn 
llinistfl 


£  t. 

127    6 

52  IS 


113  14     1 180   3 


r 
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Ko.  YI.— llDnsriRS  not  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  loosed  from 
their  Charges  duriog  the  year  1879-80. 


Kiam  of  Ministers. 

Late  Charges. 

Date  of  being  loosed 
from  ChATge. 

Amount 

pavable  to 

Minister. 

I.  Afex  H«clint06h, 
i.  John  M'Leod,      . 
3.  Job  BuskU,      . 

Bowmore,         •        . 

Tyree, 

Blocbaim,  Glasgow,. 

3d  July  1879,   . 
28th  January  1880,  . 
4th  Febmary     ,, 

£5    6    4 
60    3    4 
42    0    0 

£97     9    8 

Ko.  VII.— Ministers  not  on  the  Platform  who  died  duriug  the  year  1879-80. 


fisaoflCiiusten. 


liLGmm, 
i  i&i  Grant, 
Ula.X.M'Caig,, 


Late  Charges. 


Keiss, 
Alvie,  etc., 
Lochgilphead,  . 


Date  of  Death. 


30th  September  1879, 
12  th  December 
6th  April  1880, 


II 


Amount  pay-  ' 
able  to  date 
of  Death. 


£52  11 
12  10 

6 
0 

£65     1 

• 

6 

•Vo.  VIIL — MnnsTKRs  retired  or  invalided  drawing  Partial  Stipend  or  other 

Allowances. 


Ntmes  of  Ministers. 


.3. 
4. 

X 

«. 
■i 


u. 

Mi 

;  n. 

1  \\ 


»••  V 


'K 
.11. 

n 

■55. 

r. 


Jobn  TliomaOD, 
John  Allan,     . 
Aleiander  Mackay,  LL.D 
John  Montgomery,  . 
William  Nixon, 
William  Taylor, 
Bimpn  Fraaer, 
James  M*Laachlan, 
James  Seattle, 
Alexander  Keith,     . 
Coin  MKenaie,       . 
John  Feifmson, 
William  Wilson,  D.D., 
Jxho  Skene,    . 
1'>t(>mas  Ireland, 
Cbftrles  Marshall,    . 
Thomas  Wnght, 
Hn^h  Martin,  D.D., 
O.J.Brown,  D.D., 
John  Brace,  D.D.,  . 
Witiiam  M^Kenzie, 
C.  F.  CorVett, 
Robert  Trail,  LL.D., 
Ki-hert  Shanka, 
M.  Maekay,     . 
A.N.  Somenrille,  D.D., 
Archibald  M^Doogall, 


Former  Charges. 


Allowance  from 
Fund. 


Greyfriars',  Aberdeen, 

Union  Church,  Aberdeen, 

Rliynie, 

Innerleithen, 

St.  John's,  Montrose,  £60, 

Pulteneytown,  £50, 

Fortrose,  £10, 

Resolis,  £78,  lOa., 

Balmullo,     . 

Strichen,  £40,      . 

Arrochar,  £7,       • 

Bridgeof  Allan,  £10, 

St.  Paurs,  Dundee,  £60, 

Wallacetown,  Dundee,  £60 

Aberdonr,  £60,    . 

North  Ch.,  Dunfermline,  £40 

Swinton, 

Greyfriars,  Edinburgh,  £35 

New  North,  Edinburgh,  £40 
I  St.  Andrew's,  Edinburgh, 
I  North  Leith,  £40., 

Hopeman,  £7,    •        • 

Boyndie,  £15, 

Buckie,  £50, 

Fordyce,      .        .         . 

Anderston,  Glasgow,    . 

Argyle  Ch.,  Glasgow,  £50, 

Carry  forward,  . 


£130  0  0 

80  0  0 

60  0  0 

7  0  0 


37     0    0 


6    6    0 


117     0    0 


£437     6    0 
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I. 


Nmum  of  Ministon. 


28.  Jas.  Johnstone, 

29.  David  Mitchell, 

30.  Alexander  Cumming 

31.  Jas.  Smith, 

32.  Jas.  Stark, 

33.  W.  K.  Hamilton, 

34.  8.  W.  Reid,     . 

35.  John  Fraser,    . 

36.  James  Forbes, 

37.  James  Collen, . 

38.  James  Walker,  D.D 

39.  John  Campbell, 

40.  Jas.  Boyd, 

41.  S.  F.  M'Latichlan, 

42.  Robert  Wilson, 

43.  Alex.  Stark,    . 

44.  J.  Y.  Walker, . 

45.  William  Cousin, 

46.  John  Ainiilie,  D.D., 

47.  John  Wripht, . 

48.  Alex.  Beith,  D.D., 

49.  A.  L.  M^Cririe, 

50.  D.  C.  A.  Agnew, 

51.  Dnn.  Macgregor, 

52.  Walter  M'Gilvray,  D.D., 

53.  ThoB.  Gun, 

54.  Alex.  Mackinnon, 


¥y>nner  CbainesL 


Brought  forward, 
Rt.  James*,  Glasgow,  £60, 
St.  Luke's,  Glasgow,  £35, 
Victoria  Church,  Glasgow, 
Middle  Church,  Greenock, 
Wellpark,  Greenock,  £40, 
Stonehouse,  £60, 
Mairkirk,     • 
Gordon,  £40, 
Clunj,  •        • 

Keltj, 

Camwath,  £50,    • 
Uig,  £60.    . 
Polmont,  £7, 
Cawdor.  £50,        . 
North  Ronaldshaj,  £7, 
Closebum,    . 
Kinnoul  SU,  Perth, 
Melrose,  £60, 
St.  Andrews,  £60, 
East  Church,  Alloa,  £60, 
North  Ch.,  Stirling,  £60, 
Caimryan,  £30,  . 
Wigton,  £55,       . 
Angnstioe,  Glasgow,  £60, 
Gilcoroston,  Aberdeen,  £60, 
Madderty,  £50,    . 
Strathfillan,  £60, . 


AUowtDcetroD 
PumL 


£437    6   0 


4  14  € 

80    0  0 


107    0  0 


67 
110 


0 
0 


0 
0 


7 
100 


0 
0 


0 
0 


£913    0  6 


No.  IX. — Ministers  admitted  to  Full  Equal  DrviDsvo  Chaboka  during  the  yeff 
1879-80,  with  proportion  of  Stipend  due  to  each  at  15th  Maj  1880. 


Propnrtioft 
ofKqul 
Dhrideai 

Names  of  Ministara. 

ConjcregaUons. 

Date  of  Ordination. 

1.  George  Stewart, 

2.  Jas.  R.  Gillies,  . 

Trinity,  Glasgow,     . 

7th  Aug.  1879, 

£123    3   5 

Coldstream, 

21st  Aug.    „ 

117    0  10 

3.  Chas.  A.  Salmond,     . 

Cults, 

21st  Aug.    „ 

117    0  10 

4.  Robert  Hill,       . 

Nenthom, 

28th  Aug.  „ 

113  19   4 

5.  D.  Macbeath,    . 

Cross, 

9th  Oct      „ 

95  11   S 

6.  D.  A.  Mackinnon,     . 

Marykirk, 

29th  Oct    „ 

86  15   9 

7.  John  F.  Daly,    . 

Inch, 

30th  Oct.    „ 

86    7   0 

8.  Francis  P.  Barry,      . 

Carnbee,  ... 

6th  Nov.     „ 

83    5   ^ 

9.  W.  L.  Craig,     . 

Kettle  and  Cults,      . 

28th  Not.   „ 

73  12   9 

10.  Alex.  Skene, 

Union  Ch.,  Glasgow, 

18th  Deo.   „ 

64  17   5 

11.  R.  B.  Wateon,  . 

CardrosB, . 

23d  Dec.     „ 

62  13  S 

12.  Charles  Shaw,  . 

Kinghorn, 

8th  Jsn.  1880, 

65  13  4| 

13.  Geo.  Home, 

Rvie  and  Rendall,     . 

22d  Jan.     „ 

49  10   . 

14.  Donald  Cook,    . 

Wellgate,  Dundee,    . 

6th  Feb.     „ 

43  17  10 

15.  Geo.  A.  Macleod, 

Stratherrick,     • 

19th  Feb.    „ 

37    5  i 

16.  Chas.  Keith,      . 

Clnny, 

16th  Mar.    „ 

26    6  0 

17.  Hector  Mackensie,    . 

KiltariitT, 

22d  April    „ 

10    1   7 

18.  W.  A.  P.  Johnman,  . 

Hawick,  1st  Church, 

29th  April  „ 

7    0  0 

19.  James  Henderson,     . 

Tnsch, 

29(h  April  „ 

7    0  0 

20.  Neil  D.  Maclachlan,  . 

Dalkeith, . 

11th  Maj    „ 

I  15  fl 

21.  Alex.  Grant, 

Strath,  etc., 

12th  May    „ 

1    6   3 

£1264   3   7 

I. 
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Na  X.— MnnsncRS  who  have  died  duriiig  the  year  1879-80,  with  proportion 

of  Stipend  due  at  Death. 


tfimesoflliniAten. 


].  S.  C.  BUir,        .         . 
t  J.  M.  Mackintosh,     . 

3.  J.  F.  Haoira,    . 

4.  Peter  Fer^ion, 
}.  DooaJd  Stewart, 
^  Hector  M'Neil, . 

l  Henry  Carmichael, 

I  isdv.  Canningham, 
}  Tvimifl  HjTsIop, 

*•  liSitffi  Fraser,  LL»D. 
tU.H.BalIingaU, 
tl  Jml  Doncan,     • 

II  IWd  Macvean, 
i<  Gwee  Tulloch, 
•'i  Jai.  Garment,    . 

J4  A'«i.  Keitb,  D.D,,    . 
II.  John  Lung, 
!^-  J"b  Mjicqueen, 
•-^  Alex.  Keitn,  junior,  . 
^.  Alex.  Oriarson, 
51.  Alex.  Cobban,  . 
n^  W.  L  MitcheU, 


Oongrc^tionB. 


Sorbie, 

Skene, 

Kinloes,    . 

Incb, 

Croxnar,    . 

Canipbellton, 

PeeblHS,    . 

Ecdes,     . 

Donne, 

Middle  Ch.,  Paisley, 

Kinghom, 

Temple,    . 

lona, 

Kddrachillifl, 

Conirie,     . 

St.  Cyrus, 

LivinfTBtone, 

Kirkmichael, 

St.  Cyrus, 

Iron^ray, 

Rathen,    . 

Holbum,  Aberdeen, 


Date  of  Death. 


9tb  Jane  1879, 
12tb  June 
19th  Jane 
2d  July 
24th  July 
3d  Ang. 
llth  Aug. 
26th  Aug. 
9th  Sept. 
2lBt  Sept. 
let  Oct. 
llth  Dec. 
16th  Jan.  1880, 
27th  Jan. 
29th  Jan. 
15th  Feb. 
3d  April 
18th  April 
29th  April  „ 
5th  May 
llth  May 
15th  May 


ft 
II 

9t 
It 
it 
t» 
91 
If 
tt 
It 


II 
tt 
t» 
It 

tt 


II 
If 


'I 


Amoant  due  at 
data  of  Death. 


£2     1  1 

4  12  0 

5  15  1 
21     1  0 

9  11  9 

13    3  0 
38  11 
45    3 
51     5 

56  10  10 

60  18  6 
34  10 
82  12 

42  5 
113  10  6 

86  16  3 

141   11  7 

148    3  1 

43  0  0 
155  12  2 
158    4  10 


6 
0 
8 


5 
7 
0 


£1314  19  10 


5).  XL— Li9r  OF  CoLLKAOtrBB  AND  S(70CEasoB3  at  15th  May  1880,  exclusive  of 
those  who  have  heen  admitted  as  Colleagues  daring  the  year  ;  also  ex- 
closive  of  those  where  the  Senior  Colleague  has  retired  from  all  active 
•erriee  in  the  Congregation. 


-  Joka  Tainsh,  Aberdeen. 
^  A.  D.  Donaldson,  Aberdeen. 
'  Jaaea  Hendry,  Rothes, 
t  ^Isz.  Rust,  Arbroath. 
^  Jib  C.  Connell,  Thurso. 
'•  CliaHes  Falconer,  Fortrose. 
'  'J^or^e  Williams,  Norricston. 
'  ^.  tf.  Ross,  Dundee. , 
'  Aleunder  Cameron,  Greenlaw. 
'  Alexander  Cusin,  Edinburgh. 

R«kcrt  Forrest,  Edinburgh. 
^  i.  G.  Cimningham«  Edinburgh. 


18.  Thomas  Crerar,  North  Leith. 

14.  Robert  Niven,  Burgliead. 

15.  John  Forgan,  Cnllen. 

16.  Andrew  Ryrie,  Glasgow. 

17.  G.  G.  Cameron,  Glasgow. 

18.  John  Watson,  Glasgow. 

19.  John  Hanson,  Glasgow. 

20.  W.  S.  Fleck,  Fairlie. 

21.  Thomas  Adamson,  Prestonkirk. 

22.  K.  Moody  Stuart,  Moffat. 

23.  James  Gray,  Bellie. 

24.  David  Kennedy,  Whithorn. 
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No.  XII. — Ministers  admitted  as  CoUeagnes  and  Sncoessors  d  ving  the  year 
1879-80,  with  proportion  of  Dividend  due  to  each  at  15th  May  1880. 


Names  of  Ministers. 

Congregations. 

Date  of  Ordination  or 
Indaction. 

Amount  dn?  i' 
15Ui  May  liav 

1.  J.  A.  Bussell,    . 

2.  John  Biacklock, 

3.  W.  J.  Thomson, 

4.  William  Boy,     . 

5.  John  Kennedy, 

6.  Thos.  Fowler,    . 

Newhills, 

lona  and  Boss, 

Bridgeton,  Olasj^w, 

North  Ch.,  Kirriemuir 

Liff, 

Loudoun, 

25tb  Rept  1879,    . 
16th  Oct       „      . 
20th  Nov.      „ 
27th  Nov,      „       . 
5th  Feb.     1880,    . 
nth  March  „       . 

£63  11    ! 
77    7    5 
38  11    1 
46    6   0 
27    2    i 
17  16   4 

£270  15   ( 

No.  XIIL — Colleagues  who  have  become  sole  Ministers  in  consequence  of  tb 

death  during  the  year  of  the  Senior  Minister. 


Names  of  Minlstera 

Congregations. 

Data  of  Death 
of  Senior  Minister. 

Amount  doe  ( 
year  t«  l^A 
MaylSSa 

1.  Jas.  Gorrie, 

2.  William  Innes,    . 

3.  John  MTherson, 

4.  Alex.  West, 

5.  J.  Benny  Caird, 

6.  Peter  Yule, 
John  Blacklock, 

7.  Donald  Campbell, 

8.  Geo.  Anderson,  . 

Sorbie, 
Skene, 
Kinloss,    . 
Cromar,    . 
Campbelton, 
Tem])le,    . 
lona  and  Boss, 
EddrachiUis,     . 
St.  Cyrus, 

9th  June  1879, 
12th  June     „ 
19th  June     ,, 
24ih  July     „ 
8d  Aug.        „ 
nth  Dec.     „ 
16th  Jan.  1880, 
27th  Jan.      „ 
29th  April    „ 

£157  18  1 
155    8 
154    4  1 
150    8 
146  17 
125    9 
...... 

117  15 
117    0 

£1125    1 

No.  XIV. — Ministers  translated  from  Full  Equal  Divibrnd  Cbaaob  to 
Collegiate  Charges  during  the  year  1879-80. 


Names  of  Ministers. 


1.  M.P.Johnstone,  j 

2.  Jas.  M'Leod,     . 
8.  Frank  Gordon,   . 


Former  Charges.    Present  Chaxges. 


Hawick, 

Kilberry,  etc. 
Balmaghie,    . 


Middle  Ch., ) 
Greenock,  > 

Knockbain, . 

Batho,  etc., . 


Date  of  Indac- 
tion to 
Present  Chaigea. 


9th  Nov.  1879, 

4th  Dec.     „ 
19th  Feb.  1880, 


Amount  dw 

Year  to  IM 

May  IBSa 


£112    4 

133    7 

141     7 

£386  18  1 
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No.  XV.— HorxsxBBS  tranaUted  from  one  Collioiats  Csa&gb  to  another 

daring  the  year  1879-80. 


NamoriCiiiskeiiL 


LJobOtU, 
2.  Jtf.  Halfidaj, 


Fonner  CShaxge. 


liff, 

Forgandennj, 


ProMDt  C!harge. 


Butherglen, 
Ist  Ch., 

Peterhead, 
iBtCh., 


Date  of  Induc- 
tion to 
Fiesent  GliaigQ. 


20th  Not.  1879, 
29th  Jan.  1880, 


Amount  dne  for 

Tear  to  16Ui 

Hay  1880. 


£102     1     7 
100    0    0 


£202     1     7 


^iXVL — MunOTEHa  translated  from  Tvtll  Eqttal  Dividiud  Charoks  to 

Chuboh  Sztbnsion  Chabobs. 


SmoflfiBlstezs. 

Fonner  Charge. 

Present  Charge. 

Date  of  Indne- 

tion  to 
Freeent  Chaiga 

Amount  dne  as 

Minister  of 
Fonner  Chaxge. 

I.  Wm.  Omaod,     . 
1  Aitbd.  Black,    . 

Orphir,  • 
Armadale, 

Nitahill,        . 

OgilyieCh., 
Dundee, 

19th  Feb.  1880, 
4ih  March  „ 

£122  14    8 
128    8    7 

£251    8    3 

^a  ZVEL— ICzinBTBBS  translated  from  Chuboh  ExTBirsiov  Ghabqbs  to 

Toll  Equal  Ditidbnb  Chabobs. 


^oMicriflaifltanL 

Fanner  Cbame. 

neaeat  Chaise. 

Date  of  Induc- 
tion to  Preaent 
Ohaiige. 

Amount  due  as 

Mlnlater  of 
Present  Charge 

1- Bob.  Kac&ilaDe, 

S>JohiF.Ewing,| 

3^  Dwid  Kilpatrick, 
^  J«^  A.  Palon,   . 

StrathcoBnan, 

Ogikie  Cb^ 
Dandee, 

Gareloohhead, 

Portmoak, 

MpJT,    «         • 

West  Oh.,    ^ 
Glasgow,  < 

Newhaven,  . 

Dalbeattie,  . 

10th  July  1879, 

9th  Sept.     „ 

11th  Sept   „ 
27th  Nov.    „ 

£135    8  10 

108  U    1 

107  16    7 
74    1    6 

£426    1    0 

s 

■ 

■ 

> 


I 


B 
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APPXNDIZ  TO  nNANdAL  BBPORT  Of  THI 


No.  X Vin.— MnosTiR  trandated  from  a  Chuech  Extknsioh  Chaboe  to 

a  CoLLSoiATX  Ghabox. 


Name  of  Minister. 

Former  Charge. 

Present  Charge. 

Date  of  Induc- 
tion to 
Present  Charge, 

1 
Amonntdwu 
Minuter  of 
Present  Chuge. 

A.  Beaton,    . 

Goigach, 

tJrray, . 

18th  Feb.  1880, 

£23  11    I 

No.  XIX.— MiNisrwis  who  have  obtained  CoLLEAflUBs,  or  whose  Colleacub 
have  been  removed  during  the  year,  and  are  under  Special  Arzangements. 


Names  of  Ministers. 

Congregations. 

Date  of  IndocttoB 

or  Removal  of 

Colleague. 

AnofOBtdve 

for  Year  to  M«r 

15,  im. 

'  1.  John  £•  Graven, 

Newhilk) 

25th  Sept.  1879, 

£9^    8  10 

2.  John  MTarlane, 

Middle  Gh.,  Greenock, 

6th  Nov.       „ 

44  10   0 

3.  James  Munro,  . 

Rutherglen— iBt  Gh., 

20th  Nov.     „ 

50    0   0 

4.  Alex.  Wilson,   . 

Bridgeton,  Glasgow, 

20th  Nov.     „ 

121    8   5 

5.  John  Thomson, 

Kirriemuir,  North  Gh., 

27th  Nov.     „ 

113  14   0 

6.  F.  M'Rae, 

Knockbain, 

4th  Dec.       „ 

115  12   3 

1 

7.  James  Yuill,     . 

Peterhead, 

29th  Jan.  1880, 

130  19  0: 

1 

8.  James  Drummond,   » 

Forgandenny,  . 

29th  Jan.      „ 

60    0  0 

9.  W.  R.  Moncur, 

liff,         .        .        . 

5th  Feb.       „ 

60    0  0 

10.  James  Macdonald^    . 

Urray,      . 

18th  Feb.     „ 

136    8  10 

11.  Hiram  WatsoD, 

Rathoy      • 

19th  Feb.      „ 

141    7   4 

12.  Andrew  Noble, 

Loudoun, 

11th  March  „ 

142    3   8 

£1212  12   4 

Na  XX.— MiNisncBS  who  have  reaigned  or  have  been  loosed  firom  their 

Gharobs  during  the  year. 


Names  of  Ministers. 


1.  James  Mellia,.  . 

2.  A.  M'Gregor  Rose, 
8.  Alex.  Maxwell,  • 

4.  William  Fraser, 

5.  William  ElmsUe, 

6.  Peter  Douglas,  . 

7.  George  Hay,     . 


Late  Congregatioas. 


Gambee^  .       • 

Evie  and  Rendall,  . 

Kettle  and  Gnlts,  . 
St.  Bernard's,  Edin., 

Inach,       •        •  • 
Inverkip,  • 

Humbie,  •       •  . 


Date  of  Resignation, 

or  of  being  loosed 

ftt>m  Charge. 


5(b  June  1879, 
10th  June   „ 
20th  Aug.   „ 
22d  Jan.  1880, 
17th  Feb. 
nth  Feb. 
25th  April 


tf 


i> 


tt 


Amotmt  pty- 

ahle  to  date  of 

Besigcatioii. 


£9  4  1 

11  8  0 

42  10  4 

110  9  2 

121  17  1 

119  4  6 

151  4  8 

£565  17  10 


L 
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Xo.  XXL— AxousT  returned  to  Vacant  Ck>NOREOATioNS  daring  the  year 
1879-80  in  terms  of  the  Aasembly's  Begolationa  thereanent 


1.  AlIoA,  East,     . 

2.  ArUrioi, 

3.  Edinboigh,  Gowgate, . 

4.  Wigton, 

5.  Coldstream,     • 

£9  18  6 
18  0  0 
16  10  0 
1715  0 
12    0    0 

6.  Nenthom, 

13  10    0 

7.  Csmbee, 

15    0    0 

6.  Inch,   • 

12  .0    0 

9.  Kettle  and  Cults, 

10.  Dalbeattie,       . 

11.  Clonie, 

9  15  0 
18  0  0 
16  10    0 

It.  Einghom« 

9  15    0 

£168    3    6 

Nc 

L  XXII 

L 

■ 

Go5TRiBirnoNB  from  Chuiicb  Eztbnsion  or  other  Charges  during 

Vacancies  or  otherwise. 


1.  Psrt-Glasgow,  West  £nd, 
1  Gaxelochhead, 
3.  Dundee,  Ogilrie  Church, 
i.  CHasgow,  Blochaim,    . 


£60    0 

0 

34    1 

9 

75  10 

3 

9    0 

0 

£178  12 

0 
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APPENDIX  TO  FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


II. — NuMBKB  of  CoKGRBOATiONS  which  liAve  Contributed  £100  and  upwards  to  the 
SuBteutation  Fund  for  Ten  Tears  prior  to  Wliitsnnday,  or  16th  Miy  188(1 


Namx  or  Prihbttkbt. 


1.  Aberdeen, 

2.  Aberloar 

3.  Abemethj,    

4.  Abertarff,  

5.  Alford, 

6.  Arbroath,  

7.  Auchterarder,    

8.  Ayr,    

9.  Biggar  and  Peebles, ... 

10.  Breadalbane, 

11.  Brechin, 

12.  Caithoess, 

13.  Chanonry,  ....« 

14.  Cupar,    

15.  Dalkeith,   

16.  Deer,  

17.  Dingwall,  

18.  Dornoch,    

19.  Dambarton,  

20.  Dumfries,  

21.  Danblane, 

22.  Dundee, 

23.  Dunfermline, 

24.  Dunkeld,    

25.  Dunoon, 

26.  Dunse  and  Ohimside, 

27.  Edinburgh, 

28.  Elgin 

29.  Ellon 

30.  Fordoun, 

31.  Fordyoe 

32.  Forfar,    

33.  Forres.   

34.  Garioch, 

35.  Glasgow,    

36.  Greenock,  

37.  Haddington  &  Dunbar, 

38.  Hamilton,  

39.  Inveraray, 

40.  Inverness, 

41.  Irvine, 

42.  Islav, 

43.  Jedburgh, 

44.  Kelso, 

45.  Kincardine  O^Neil,   ... 

46.  Kinross,. 

47.  Kintyre, 

48.  Kirkcaldy 

49.  Kirkcudbright, 

Garry  forward, 


35 
6 
7 
8 
7 

13 

10 

26 

7 

10 

11 

18 

6 

12 

11 

13 

10 

10 

21 

17 

10 

30 

9 

10 

15 

10 

63 

9 

8 

10 

10 

8 

6 

10 

90 

19 

14 

29 

8 

IS 

29 

6 

9 

10 

13 

8 

10 

17 

9 


5« 


22     21 
1        1 


739 


1- 
1 

10 

6 

7 

2 

2 

6 

7 

8 

8 

6 

4 

6 

4 
11 

6 

5 
20 
•4 

2 

8 

7 
42 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 
64 
11 

3 
IS 
... 

6 
14 
..« 

6 

6 

1 

1 

6 
10 

8 


347 


10 
6 
7 
3 
2 
6 
7 
8 
3 
6 
4 
7 
8 

12 
6 
5 

23 
6 
8 
9 
7 

42 
8 
6 
1 
2 
8 
2 
4 

67 

U 
4 

12 


16 

... 
6 
6 
1 
1 
6 

11 
4 


i 


22 
1 
1 
1 

•  •• 

10 
6 
8 
S 
2 
6 
7 
2 
3 
4 
4 
7 
3 

11 
6 
6 

24 
6 
8 
9 
6 

41 
7 
6 
1 
2 
8 
1 
4 

59 

11 
4 

13 

... 
7 

17 

... 
6 
6 
1 
1 
6 

10 
3 


I* 


■^00 

5? 


3 


366   367 
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1 
1 
1 

11 
6 
9 
6 
2 
7 

11 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
4 

12 
8 
4 

24 
6 
8 
9 
7 

48 
8 
6 
2 
2 
6 
8 
6 

69 

13 
4 

16 

... 
8 

22 
2 
6 
6 
1 
2 
8 

11 
4 


404 


26 
1 
3 
2 

... 

11 
7 

10 
6 
8 
8 

10 
3 
4 
6 
6 
6 
4 

12 
8 
6 

23 
6 
4 

10 
7 

46 
8 
6 
2 
2 
6 
1 
6 

63 

13 
4 

17 

•  • 

7 
20 
1 
6 
6 
1 
2 
4 
12 
4 


S: 


428 


26 
1 
2 
8 

11 
7 

10 
6 
2 
8 

11 
4 
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7 
7 
8 
3 

13 
7 
6 

24 
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4 

12 
7 

46 
8 
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1 
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1 
6 

69 
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4 

20 
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4 
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2 
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3 
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7 
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9 

13 
3 
6 
6 
7 
9 
4 

14 
9 
5 

27 
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3 

12 
6 

48 
8 
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5 
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9 

8 

16 
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6 

27 
6 
4 
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6 

47 
8 
4 
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2 
6 

77 

17 
4 

22 
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5 
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Same  or  FUDTmtT. 


Broagiit  forward, 

w.  LMttS, 

53.  Liditogow,    

53.  LochcvroD,  

54.  LAckerine, „ 

55. 1«ii, ...,^.^ 

Si  Vetele,  

I'.Uvii^ 

;\  Kura,.^.^ ,^ 

*''  Orknej, 

-PeoDoot,    

••  rnuif  .*• ...  •««  •••  a,«  ,,^  ,„ 

;i  uUfX. 

^*aejUnd,   

'^SjeandUut, ... 

^  ^  Andiewi, 

;-:^afing 

^Stturaer,  

uStntkbogie,  

W.  ToB^oe,  ...M ,,,,. 

7!.  Tnn^  «. 

^.Wigtoo _ 


739 
9 
10 
18 
11 
12 
7 

10 

9 

6 

15 

18 

6 

17 

10 

9 

13 

11 

16 

10 

10 

10 

8 

9 

7 


1000 


5^ 

1^ 
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1 
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6 
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6 
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2 


5" 
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4 
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2^ 
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11 
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3 

14 
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5 
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7 
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Si 


476 

6 
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3 
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15 
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13 
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3 


606 


Stkr^Th/t  iist  odnmB  mdioatea  the  Dumber  of  Charges  as  at  15th  May  1880. 


No.  I.-A. 


0tvinu\  Su%UnHiiQn  Jfunb. 


S  U  RPLUS    FU  N  D. 

LIST    OF    CONGREGATIONS 

Wbich  have  Contributed  at  the  Rate  of  10s.  and  upwards,  and  at  the  rate 
of  7i  6d  and  under  lOs.,  per  Member,  respectively,  for  the  year  to  15th 
%  1880.  The  rate  per  member  in  the  Congregations  marked  *  is  6a  and 
4i  Tespectively. 


ABERDEEN. 


C«cniittou  eontrllnitliig  at  the  rate  of 
Ml  lad  upwards  per  Member. 

^WscEaut,  .    .    J.  Selkirk. 
,    Ferryhill,      J.  Iverach. 
*    GuUc,     .    G.  MDonald. 
Qallowgate,  J.  Ooodidl. 

Sooth,      .    G.  H.  Knight. 

A.  Doak. 

J.  liudlaw. 

Jas.  Johnstone. 

''*!>. C.  A.  Salmond. 

^;^'f    ....    .    James  Ga^e. 
StrrwDs,    .    .    .    Alex.  Clark. 
■iMirW,   .    .    .    D.  M.  Macalister. 
f'*wilter,     ...     J.  Dalgarna 
*:t';nMt<Mi,    .    .    .     R.  Semple. 
^oe, W.  Innes. 


Trinity, 
Wert. 


CongregationB  contrlbutiiig  at  tbe  rate  of 
7b.  ed.  and  under  IDs.  per  Member. 

Aberdeen,  Bonaccord,  H.  Adam. 
HighCh.,    H.W.Bell. 
Holburn,      And.  Macqueen. 

Banchory  Devenick,     D.  F.  Arthur. 
Blackburn,     .    .    .    Jas.  Macdonald. 

^-'''"' \jH'::^{. 


f* 


^  bndo, 


•  James  Soott 
.    William  MorriBon. 
.    D.  Robertson. 

•  H.  B.  Mftcqneen. 
(  A.  Mac  Watt. 

'  \  J.  Hendiy. 


ABEBLGUR. 

Mortlach,  . 


D.  Eaton. 


p.«tc, . 

fin,.  . 

Cikmiclttd, 


VodmBib,  North, 
l--ViBi«n,.    .', 
r^arjahwt,.    . 
::^ae,*  .    .    . 

1-A 


W.  Rofls. 
N.  Macdonald. 
A.  Macdiarmid. 
Ewan  M'Leod. 

Dngald  Shaw. 


ABERNETHY, 

KingasBie, 


ABERTARPF. 


W.  Mackinnon. 
Charles  Stewart. 
A.M*Rae. 
M.  Mackenzie. 
D.  Sutherland. 


N.  Dewar. 


_k       i 


ALFORD. 


ConcregatUmi  oontrilmtliig  at  tht  nte  of 
lOi.  and  upwards  par  Member. 

Aaohindoir,      .    .    .  H.  Nicol. 

Keig,  eto.,  ....  W.  P.  Smith,  D.D. 

Kinnethmont,  ...  J.  Coutts. 

Rhynie. T.  Brace. 

StrathdoQ,  ....  J.  H.  Allan. 


CongtecatUmi  oontxllmtliig  at  tli0  nli  o 
7a  6d.  and  under  10a  per  Moflo. 


ARBROATH. 


Arbirlot, 
Arbroath,  High  8t 
Bany,    .    . 
Carmylliei  • 
Carnoustie, 
Friockheim, 
InferkeiUor, 
Panbride,    . 


E.  T.  Vernon. 
Frank  Mudie. 
R.  G.  StilL 
J.  Keith. 

A.  Comrie. 

B.  BelL 

W.  Masterton. 
Jaa.  Innee. 


Arbroath,  Eaat,       .  J.  Robertson. 

Knox's, .    .  J.  P.  Lilley. 

Ladjloan,   .  J.  M.  Soott 

CoUiston,  ....  A.  Morris. 


>t 


II 
»• 


AUCHTERARDER. 


Aberathyen, 
Anchterarder, 
Ardoch, .  . 
Blackfordi  . 
Comrie,  •  . 
Crieff,    •     . 

Madderty,  . 

Monzie,  •    • 
Muthil,  .    . 


J.  Maodonald. 
W.  B.  W.  Brown. 
W.  Milne. 
Andrew  Donald. 


•  A.  Henderson. 
( T.  Gnn. 

•  i  L.  C.  M.  Wedderbam. 

•  J.  R.  Omond. 

.    J.  A.  Fletcher. 


Ayr 0.  G.  M'Crie. 

„   Wsllacetown,    .  A.  Rowand. 

Ballantrae, ....  J.  Porteons. 

Barr. J.  Ferguson. 

Barrhill,      ....  J.  Nixon. 

Colmonell,  .    •    •    .  D.  Dayie. 

Crossbill,    •    .    •     .  J.  M'Lennan. 

Dailly P.Richardson. 

Dalrymple,      .    .    .  James  Clark. 

Onndonald,     .    .    .  Wm.  Ross. 

Girran, G.  Webster. 

Kirkoswald,    .    .    .  R.  H.  Arbackle. 

Maybole,    ....  J.  Moir. 

Monkton,   ....  A.  Stirling. 

Ochiltree James  M'Donald. 

Old  Cnmnock,     .    .  A.  Adamson. 

Stair, N.  LiTingston. 

Symington,      .    .    .  D.  S.  Hamilton. 

Troon, A.  H.  Cowan. 


Duining,  .    .    .    .    D.  Maolaren. 


ATK 


DalmelHnffton, 
New  Comnock, 
Newton-on-Ayr, 


&  Hayman. 
G.  Andenoa. 
J.MiUer. 


BIGOAB  AND  PEBBLES. 


tasmmoit  eoBftdliBtlng  a*  tlie  ncto  of 
itL  iid  vpwaxdi  per  MoalMr. 

Brwghtott,.   .   .    .    W.  Welsh. 

(^Q^t C.  A.  Bannaiyiu). 

lanerieitben,  .    .    .    C.  D.  Kay. 

^^J^    ....    D.  Mitchell. 

Peebki,     . 


•    . 


Ckmgrogattomi  oontcllmttBg  at  tlM  ncto  of 
78.  Od.  «ad  andBr  lOs.  por  MemlMr. 


"ST. 


BBEADALBANE. 


•    • 


.    . 


•    • 


i^^m^ 


.  D.B.  Clarke. 
.  J.  M*Callam. 
.    J.  M'CoU. 

•  Allan  Sinclair. 
.    A.  Stewart 

•  M.  Morrison. 

.    D.  B.  C.  M*Lagan. 

1A.  M'KinnoD. 
D.  Mackaj. 
.    M.Corbett. 


•  John  Fraser. 
.    A.  M'llwraith. 

•  A.  L.  Boberton. 
T.  Marraj. 
G.  Monro. 

H      8t  Paul's,     Q.  S.  Sotherland. 


•   . 


BBECHIN. 

Biechin,  East,   . 


D.  Boie. 


CAITHNESa 

1^ D.  Mowat. 

BB*>-^Pbt,    .    .    W.  B.  Taylor,  D.D. 
-^^  /  David  Bum. 


'(  J.CConnelL 


Bower,  .  • 
Polteneytown, 
Beaj,  •  •  • 
Waiten,  .  • 
Westerdale,  . 
Wick,  .    ,    . 


J.  Darran. 
G.  Stevenson. 
D.  Miinro. 
A.  Gunn. 
D.  Fergusson. 
G.  Benny. 


i»  ^  •  •  .  • 
'•"^yi .  .  . 

TOM. 


■I     •     • 


•    J.  M^erchar. 
.    J.  B.  Elder. 

iA.  Brown. 
a  Falconer. 


CHANONBY. 


Knockbain, 


F.  M'Bae. 
J.  GiUies. 


CUPAB. 


^«chty.. 


•  • 


J.  MniT^. 

WoL  Affleck. 

H.B0S8. 

J.  Laird. 

J.  Murray. 

A.  Mackenzie. 

J.  W.  Taylor. 

W.  L.  Craig. 

G.  B.  Sommenrille. 


DALKEITH. 


Ck>iisxegatloni  ooatrilratlng  at  tlie  nte  of 
lOs.  and  upwards  per  Member. 


Carlops,  • 
Gockpen, 
Dalkeith, 
Penicuik, 
Roslin,  . 
StobhUl, 


W.  W.  Aitken. 
J.  F.  M'Rae. 
N.  D.  M'Laachlan. 
H.  A.  Stewart. 
D.  Barnetson. 
A.  G.  Macalpine. 


Gongregatloiu  tautaXbattng  bX  tlia  lato 
78.  6d.  and  under  lOa  per  Kemlicr 

Musselburgh,  .    .    .    Alex.  Wright. 


9\ 


Clola,  .  . 
Fraserburgh, 
Lon^Bide,  . 
New  Deer,  . 
New  Pitsligo, 
Old  Deer,  . 
Rathen,  •    • 

StricheD,     . 


W.  M.  Sutherland. 
W.  Paterson. 
T.  L.  Wilson. 
J.  Linklater. 
R.  Taylor. 
A.  Urquhart 


DEER. 

PitsUgc, 


{ 


A.  Keith. 
J.  Bruce. 


J.  Mordocli. 


DINGWALL. 


Dingwall,    • 
Fodderty,    . 
Kilmorack,  . 
Kilteam,     . 
Mary  burgh, 
Urquhart,    • 

Urray,    .    . 


.    J.  Kennedy,  D.D. 
.    W.  S.  M'Dougall. 

A.  D.  Mackenzie. 

D.  Matheson. 

0.  G.  Mackay. 

M.  M'Gregor. 

{J.  Macdonald. 
A.  Beaton. 


Alness A.  R.  M unro. 


DORNOCH. 


Assent,*     .    .    .    .    N.  Mackay. 

Greich, G.  Aird. 

Lairg,* J.  M'Pherson. 


Clyne, 
Domoehy  . 
Gx)Ispie,     . 
Helmsdale, 
Rogart, 
RosehflJl,  . 


DUMBARTON. 


J,  Mnmay. 

G.  R.  Kennedy. 

C.  M'Kensie. 

D.  M'Rae. 
A.  Mackay. 
John  Falccmer. 


Alexandria,     .    .    .  W.  Sutherland. 

* 1   _  f  Colin  Mackenzie. 

Arrochar,    .    .    .    •-[  j^g.  Kippen. 

Baldemook,     .    •    •  W.  Toung. 

Bonhill, T.  Collins. 

Cardross,     •    .    •    .  R.  B.  Watson. 

Dumbarton — High,  .  J.  Tait. 

„  North, .  D.  Gunn. 

Duntocher,      .    .    .  W.  Alexander. 

Helensburgh,  Park,  •  W.  H.  Carslaw. 

„  West,  .  A.Anderson. 

Killeam,     ....  J.  Fiddes. 

Loss, N.  Stewart 

Old  Kilpatriok,     .    .  R.  Munro. 

Renton, W.  M.  Dempster. 

Da,  ^  Gaelic,  .    .  D.  Colvin. 

Lerenside,  ....  A.  Bell « 

Roseneath, ....  J.  M'Ewan. 

Shandon,     ....  J.  Brechin. 

Strathblane,     .    .    .  T.  F.  Robertson. 


GoBcngitioiifl  ooBtiilmtiiig  at  tlie  rate  of 

lOa  tad  nmrardfl  per  Member. 

«'  rwck,     .    .    .    .  R.  Smith. 

pal(*4ttie, .    .    .    .  J.  A.  Paton. 

I>imfriea»-l8tcli»rge,  James  Freer. 

„       Ifartjn',  R.  M'Kenna. 

M      SoatA,     .  J.  B.  Mackmnon. 

Ponscore,  ....  J.  Pollock. 
I^ijrraj,   .... 

Ri-KCtan,  .    .    .    .  R.  Gibson. 

trkiL..boe,     .    .     .  W.  Andson. 

trkr^irick-Darham,  J.  Gibson. 

I'^-tDl.etc.,.    .    .  W.D.Thomson. 

-LTtli,  ....  A.  Brown. 


DUMFRIES. 


Congregatlone  oontrlbnting  at  tlie  rate  of 

78.  6d.  and  under  IDs.  per  Member. 
Maxwellton,  •..!).  Purves. 


DUNBLANE. 


I^.QfAJlaD, 


.    E.  J.  Findlater. 

!John  Ferguson. 
WiUiam  Ross,  LL.D. 

•  A.  Bogle. 

•  J.  S.  Bowie. 

•  M.  M'Lean. 

.    P.  T.  Muirhead. 

J  W.  Watt. 
'  }  G.  WilUams. 


Kihnadock, 


J.  A.  Anderson. 


.i:.e-Tte,  etc,     .     . 
*  ^^pty-Feny,  East, 
West, 
i'5:j«,  Albert  Sq., 

MHllheyne, . 
St  David's, 

St.  John's, 

Si.  Panl's, 

St  Peter's, 
Williion,    . 


11- 


J.  Wilson, 
J.  E.  Somerrille. 
J.  Ljon. 
N.  Taylor. 
A.  H.  Reid. 
J.  Dunlop. 
A.  O.  Laird. 
D.  M.  Ross. 
W.  Wilson,  D.D. 
R.  Watereton. 
J.  Jenkins. 
T.  HilL 
W.  R  Moncur. 
John  Kennedy. 
J.  Hunter. 
R  Lorimer. 
£.  Cross. 
M.  M'Intyre. 
D.  Turner. 


DUNDEE. 


Dundee,  Chalmers'  Ch.,  R.  Milligan. 
Cbapelshade,  G.  Laing. 
Dudbope,    •     A.  Tnglis. 
Hilltown,    .    J.  Macpherson. 
St.  Andrew's,  J.  Ewing. 

Wallacetown,  j  J;  |^-- , 


f*'^5  ....  J.  Brown. 

*  ^rmbne,  Abbey,  J.  M.  Shiach. 
,  :    St  Andrew's,  D.  Imrie. 

•  -^K  ....  J.  W.  Laurie. 


DUNFERMLINE. 


i^, 


^ntlton,  . 


^    . 
-laicliael, 


DUNKELD. 

A.  S.  Robertson. 
G.  C.  Baxter. 

C.  Keith. 
A.  C.  Sutherland. 

D.  Macpherson. 
D.  D.  M'laaac. 
A.  Gordon. 
J.  Stewart 


DUNOON. 


CongregatloBB  contrilratlBg  at  tJHe  rate  of 
108.  and  upwards  per  Member. 


Dddooii, 

InneUan,     • 

Kilfinnan,  . 

Kilmodan,  . 

KilmuD, 

Kinrartb,    . 

North  Bute, 

Rothesay,  Free, 
„  Gaelic, 

„  West, 

Strachnr,    •    . 


B.  M'Morran. 
J.  Irving.       • 
D.  Campbell. 

A.  F.  RnsselL 
D.  M'Kerchar. 

B.  Williamson,  D.D. 
J.  T.  M*Lean. 

D.  Somerville. 
W.Bobs. 
R.  Elder.  D.D. 
W.  Lauder. 


Congregattone  eontrtlmtlBg  at  tte  n^of 
7a  6d.  and  vnder  10a.  per  KemlMr. 


DUNSE  AND  OHIRNSIDE. 


Dnnse,  .    •  . 

Eyemouth,  •  . 

Greenlaw,  .  . 

Houndwood,  • 
Lon^ormacQS, 

Morain£^n,  . 

Swinton,     •  . 


J.  Miller. 
J.  Miller. 
I  J.  Fairbaim. 
[  A.  Cameron. 
A.  Spenoe. 
G.  Taylor. 
A.  Christie. 
W.  Shearer. 


AlIantoD,  ....    D.  M'Lean. 


EDINBUBGH. 


Colinton.  ete., 
Corstorphine,  •    . 
Cramond,    •    .    . 
Edinburgh — 

Barclay, .     .     . 

Buccleuch,  .    • 


Qti 


•ange, 
evnii 


Grevniars',  .    . 
High  Church,  . 

Lady  Glenorohy, 

Martyrs', .    .    . 
Mayneld,     • 
Momingside, 
Newington, . 

New  North, 

Klrift     .    . 
Bosebum,    . 
Boxburgh,   . 
St.  An(&ew*8, 
St.  Columba*s, 

St  Cuthbert's, 

St.  George's,    . 
St.  John  s,  . 

St.  Luke's,  . 

St.  Mary*s,  . 


■ 

•I 


•1 


C.  M'NeilL 
J.  Morrison. 
J.  Smith. 

J.  H.  Wilson. 

B.  Gbrdon. 

H.  Bonar,  D.D. 

A.  Smellie. 

W.  C.  Smith,  D.D. 
i  G.  B.  Davidson,  D.D. 
'  A.  Cusin. 
W.  H.  Goold,  D.D. 
J.  T.  Stuart 
T.  Addis. 
James  Begg,  D.D. 

C.  J.  Brown,  D.D. 

B.  G.  Balfour. 
J.  Calder  MacphaiL 

A.  G.  MacGilhvray. 
G.  Macaulay. 

B.  J.  Sandeman. 

T.  M*Lanchlan,  LLJ>. 
Sir  H.  W.  Moncreiflf, 

Bart,  D.D. 
B.  Forrest 
Alex.  Whvte. 
Georse  Philip. 
A.  Moody  Stuart,  D.D. 
J.  G.  Cunningham. 
T.  Main,  D.D. 


Edinburgh— 

Dean,    ....  T.  Brown. 

Holyrood,  .    .    .  W.  Balfour. 
St.  Bernard's, .    • 

St.  Peter's,     .    .  J.  Morgan. 

Leith,  South,  .    .  D.  Tborbon. 


EDINBURGH—  Continued. 


CPflgniitlfMit 
lOi.  tad 

SL?wai\   . 

Stockbridge, 
Ta[booth,    . 

Lehk-Korth, 

libertoo,    .    • 
Fntobello, 

Batho,       .    . 


eoBliilnilliig  9X  tbe  rate  of 
upwards  par  Hember. 

.    .    W.  M.  Falconer. 
•    .    E.  A.  Thomson. 
.    .    A.  Keay. 
.    •    A.  Mackenzie. 

W.  MacKenrie. 

R,  Macdonald,  D.D. 

T.  Crerar. 

D.  K.  Gnthrie. 

R.  H.  Ireland. 

H.  Watson. 

F.  Gh>rdon« 


ConsregatloiiB  oontrllmlliig  at  the  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  under  10a  per  Kember. 


A3n^  .   . 
t^  Sooth, 

I/aonth, 


3).  CoWn. 
W.  A.  Gray. 
J.  Allan. 
C.  TuUoch. 
A.  Rohb. 
J.  Morriaon. 


ELGIN. 


Borghead, 
Hopeman, 


(  D.  Watera 
• }  R.  NiTcn. 
.    G.  Casflie. 


XerHacbr,  . 

'^'<iay.  .  .  . 


J.  S.  Clu-k. 
J.  Mennia 
J.  E.  Dagnid. 
G.  Archibald. 


ELLON. 


Cnideni  •  • 
EUon,  .  .  . 
Old  Meldmm, 


P.  J.  Mnrdoch. 
W.  FerguBsoD. 
R.  Urqahart. 


Gkaberrie, 

UarencekiriL, 

ScC^nii,  . 


J.  Philip. 
R.  M.  BoTd. 

A.  Watt. 
D.  Simpson. 
G.  Anderson. 
W.  DougiOL 


FORDOUN. 

Fettercaim, 


.    D.  Paton. 


FORDYCE. 


Bttfi,    .  . 

tyndie,  . 

I'wkfcrd,  • 

P'rtaoy,  . 


.     J. 
JR. 

.    W. 
.    G. 


W.  Geddie. 
Traill,  LLJ). 
.  Anderson. 
Mackay. 
For«in. 
T.  Ker. 
G.  McDonald, 
a  Boyd. 


Enzio, C.W.  Barclay. 


A^ieHemnOi 
^laiettks,. 


J.  D.  ¥lsher. 
T.  J.  Patteson. 
P.  Edgar. 


FORFAR. 


Dnnnichen,    .    . 
Forfar,  IstChnrchi 
„      East,     . 

Kirriemuir,  North, 

,,  South, 


J.  Hood. 

A.  Camming. 

ILRoss. 

!J.  Thomson. 
W.  Roy. 
W.  Livingstone. 


8 


FORRES. 


Con^regatlonB  contrlbnUng  at  tlie  rate  of 

10b.  and  upwards  per  Uember. 
Dallas, W.  Davidson. 


Dyke, 
Edinkillie, . 
Forres,  .     . 
Kinloss, 
Rafibrd, 


W.  Winter. 
A.  Anderson.  , 
A.  Robertson. 
J.  MTherson. 
J.  Baird. 


Cul^almood,     .    .    .  D.  Carnegie. 

Garioch G.  Bain. 

Inverurie,    ....  P.  W.  Minto. 

Kemnaj,     ....  J.  Djmock. 

Kintore,       ....  J.  Galloway. 

LesUe, W.  M'Robbie. 

Oyne, A.  Galloway. 


CongregatlonB  oontribntiiig  at  tlie  nte  of 
71.  6d.  and  under  10s.  per  Kexnber. 


GARIOCH. 


Insch,  .     •    •     . 
Rayne, .    «     .    . 


J.  Henderson. 
J.  C.  Robertson. 


GLASGOW. 


Bishopbriggs,  .    .  . 

Campaiei     •    .    .  . 

Catbcart,     .     .    .  . 

Cumbemaold,  •    .  . 
Glasgow — 

Anderston,  .    .  . 

College,  .    .    .  . 

Duke  Street,     .  . 
(it.  Hamilton  St., 
Gt.  Western  Road, 

Hope  Street,     .  . 
Knox's,   . 
Kelvinside, 
Kingston, 
Macdonald, 
Martyrs', 
Mary  bill, 
Milton,   . 

Paisley  Road,  .  . 

Pollokshields,   .  . 

Queen's  Park,  .  . 

Renficld, .    .    .  . 

Ronwick,      .    .  . 

St.  Andrew's,  .  . 

St.  David's, .    .  . 

St.  Enocb's,      .  . 

St.  George's,    .  . 
St.  George's  Road, 

St.  John's,   .    .  . 

St..Matthew'B, .  . 

St.  Paul's,    .    .  . 

St.  Peter's,  .    .  . 

St.  Stephen's,  .  . 

Tron 

Union,     .    .    .  . 

West,    ,      .     .  , 

Wynd,     .    .    .  . 

Hillhead,    .... 


J.  Fordyce. 
John  Duke. 
W.  Keith. 

D.  K.  M'Meikan. 

I  A.  Somerville,  D.D« 
I  J.  M,  Sloan. 
G.  Reith. 

E.  Gordon. 

S.  R.  Macphail. 

A.  0.  Johnstone. 

A.  Urquhart 

R.  C.  Smith. 

W.  R.  Taylor. 

R.Gault 

A.  Mure  bison. 

R.  Thornton. 

J.  Girvan. 

H.  M'Dougall.  • 

J.  RiddeU. 

J.  Wells. 

Wm.  Scott. 

M.  Dods,  D.D. 

J.  M'Dermid. 

J.  Isdale. 

J.  Burnett. 

A.  Melville. 

G.  W.  Thomson. 

J.  Torrance. 

J.  Roxburgh,  D.D. 

G.  G.  Cameron. 

S.  Miller,  D.V. 

John  Watson. 

Wm.  Jeffrey. 

James  Brown. 

Jamea  Nicol. 

Wm.  Leitch. 

Alex.  Skene. 

J.  F.  Ewing. 

G.  Campbell. 

G.  D.  R.  Munro 


Busbj, 

Glasgow — 

Argyll,  ....  I 

Barrowfield,    .    . 

Bridgeton, .    •    .  ] 

Chalmers', .  .  . 

Cowcaddens,  .  . 

Finnieston,  .  . 

Gorbals,     •  .  . 

Hatchesontown, .  | 

ToUcross,   .    .     • 
Kinning  Park,     . 

Whitevale,     .    .  | 

Wellpark,  .    .    . 

Victoria,  .  .  . 
Govan,  .... 
Partick — Ist  Charge, 


A.  C.  HendenoD. 


A.  M'DougalL 

G.  L.  Campbell. 

J.  Edgar. 

A.  Wilson. 

\V.  J.  Thomson. 

D.  Mackinnon. 

G.  Kerr. 

A.  A.  Bonar,  D.D. 

R.  Bremner. 

A.S.Pater8on,D.D. 

A.  Ryrie. 

J.  Drysdale. 

A.  B.  Birkmyre. 

J.  Findlay. 

J.  Hanson. 

R.  M.  Thomtou. 

J.  Cameron. 

C.  A.  Mackensie. 

H.  Anderson. 


GLASGO  W—  CkmiinueeL 


CaignfittoBs  eoatrtbuttng  at  tile  rate  of 
Ida  and  nFwardi  per  Member. 


Kirbatillocfa — 
St.  Aodrew'Si 
St.  David'.,   , 
Kiutntoo, .    .    , 
Parrick— Higb,    , 


B.  Black. 

A.  M.  Brown. 
W.  Patrick. 
A.  Thomson. 
H.  Bremner. 


CoagregaUonB  contributing  at  the  rate  of 
78,  6d.  and  nnder  IDs.  per  Uember. 


GREENOCK. 


■^afcne,   ....    A.  Walker. 
Eftda,    .   .    .    .    R.  B.  Caldwell. 

J.  Gemmel. 
W.  S.  Fleck. 
A.  Russell. 
M.  M'AskilL 
A.  Symington. 
James  Smith. 
J.  Hacfarlane. 
,  M.  P.  Johnstone. 
51  Andrew's,    J.  J.  Bonar. 
5l  Thomas's,    W.  Langhton. 
tr.^  JH.   M'MiUan,  D.D., 

C.  Watson. 

/"n  Glasgow— Newark,  A.  Baird. 


'iTaod-GaeKc, 
..  Martyrs', . 

^fifcfle,     . 


i««3, 


Greenock — North,   .    D.  Bo>-d. 


HADDINGTON  AND  DUNBAR. 


^i'B,    ....    J.  H.  Howson. 

l^^' J.  Dodds. 

i"^    ....    D.  A.  Beattie. 
ttii^ton-St.  John's,  J.  Matthew. 
.J.  Shewan. 

{J.  Thomson. 
Thomas  Adamson. 
.    P.  R.  Mackaj. 
•    C.  S.  Murray. 
.    J.  Paterson. 
.    A.  Thomson. 


Ws  Benrick, 
bsknkirk, 


HAMILTON. 


ife*— High, 


R.  W.  Lawson. 
W.  Gillespie. 


.    H.  G.  Shepherd. 

.    P.G.Miller. 

.    H.  M.  M'Kenzie. 

,-r — , ....    W.  R.  Paton. 

«ndge-Middlc,    Alex.  Ogilyy. 

W D.OgilTie. 

Jl^Kiihride,      .    .    T.  Pearson. 

?*^  .    .    .    .    T.  M.  B.  Paterson. 

p2tflfr-8t  John's,  G.  WaUace. 

■•fUwn,  .    .    .    .    R.  M'Gregor. 

|j*H    ....    W.  Findlay. 

^ R.  Gilchrist. 

fcettoig-  J  W.  K.  Hamilton. 

*««e,     .    .    --iJ.Laing. 

•**^Teii..    .    .    .    A.  Rankin. 


Airdne,  BroomknoU,    W.  Reid. 
BUntyre R.  M'Donald 
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INVBEARY. 
Oongregattons  eontrtlratlBg  at  the  rate  of  *  Oongregatlone  eentrtbntiiig  at  tht  nli  tl 


lOe.  and  upwards  per  Member. 

Inverary B.  Rose. 

Kilmartin,  .    .    .    .    M.  MacpbaO. 
Loch^Iphead,   '  .    .    W.  Fraser. 

Do.,        Martjn',  J.  M.  Sbirreffii. 
Tarbert,      .    •    .    •    M.  Macqoeen. 


7a  ed.  and  nnder  10a  per  Heate- 


INYERNESS. 


Davioti J.  Macqneen. 

DoTOBi Am  Macphenon. 

iDTenieae— High,     .  J.  J.  Bkck,  LL.D. 

„  West,     . 

Petty, A.Oampbell. 


InvoToen — ^EasL    .    J.  HacTa^b. 

North,  .    G.  Mackay,  DJ). 


>» 


EirkUU, 


A.  Fraser. 


IRVINB. 


Ardroasan,  •    •    .    .    J.  StewarL 

Beith, fl.  F.  HendersoD. 

Catrine, A.  C.  Gordon. 

Danlo^        ....    P.  M'Leish,  D.D. 
FenwicK,     .     .    .    .    R.  C.  Craig. 
FuIlertoD,    ....    D.Wilson. 

Galston, Adam  Maxwell. 

Hurlford,     ....    W.  Rcid. 

Irvine, R.  8.  Macanlay. 

Kilbimie,    .    .    .    .     S.  Spence,  LL.D. 
Kilmarnock— Grange,  J.  M.  M'Cnlloch. 

Henderson,    D.  Landsborough. 

High,.    .    R.R. Thorn. 

8t.  Andrew's^    J.  Macqneen. 
Kilmanrs, 


n 
If 


ti 


Kilwinning, 

Loadonn,    . 

Mancbline, 
Mnirkirk,    . 
Perceton,    . 
Saltcoats,    . 
„  Gaelic, 
Stevenston, 
Stewarton, 
West  Kilbride, 


Kilcboman, 
Kildalton,   . 
Killarrow,  . 


J.  MazwelL 
.    W.  Pinkerton. 

r  A.  Noble. 
•  I T.  Fowler. 
.    J.  J.  Pollock. 
.    R.  Noble. 
.    J.  ConnelL 
.    D.  Scott. 
.    D.  Gray. 
.    Joseph  Forrest. 
.    J.  Clugston. 
.    W.  Mackenne. 


J.  M'Millan. 
D.  MacMaster. 
J.  Pearson. 


Dairy, 


...    A  Steele. 


I8LAY. 


JEDBURGH. 


Ancmm, 

Castleton, 

Crailing, 

Denhomi, 

Hawick, 


.  H.  M.  Rattray. 

•  J.  A.  Smith. 

.  T.  8.  Anderson. 

.  J.  M'CIymont. 

.  W.  A.  P.  Johnman. 

St.  Andrew's,  D.  Stewart. 

West  Port,    .  R.  Fordyce. 

Jedburgh,   .     .     .    .  R.  Cameron. 

Wolfloe,      ....  W.C.  Russell. 


If 


If 
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KELSO. 


OQBtrflmfetnff  wiX  tht  rate  of 
iti.  tad  vmrardi  p«r  Mem])«r. 


Coidstrean, 
ILbrstoim, 


J.  R.  Gillies. 
W.  R.  Nicol. 
D.  Dobbie. 

A.  MacTavish. 

B.  UiU. 

A.  M.  Craig. 
J.  Izaet. 


Congregatloiis  ooBtrlbntlag  at  the  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  under  lOa.  per  Member. 


ASrjw,     .    •    • 
Wkofj-Teniaiit 


ttf, 


O'Neil, 


T«M  .   .    .    .    J.  Smith. 


KINCABDINE  O'NEIL. 

A.  H.  Hoir. 

B.  Beid. 
T.  Siddie. 
J.  NicoL 
Alexander  Weat. 
W.  B.  Alexander. 
D.  Mackay. 
W.  Smith. 
7.  Marraj. 


^•wiT,  .  ,  .  .  T.  GilliBon. 
S-atii,  ....  J.Wright. 
.^uiaig^    .    .    .    W.  Macara. 


KINBOSa 

Orwell, 


A.  Mitchell. 


KINTYBE. 


Wl«ltowii,Lochend,  J.  Benny  Gaird. 
^^e.    .    .    .    .    A«  Cameron. 


A.  M'Bae. 
J.  M.  M'Pherson. 
H.  Monro. 
D.  M'Cormick. 


Campbeltown — Lorn  St.,  D.  Graham. 


KIBKCALDY. 


N.  L.  Walker. 
G.  F.  Knight. 
G.  Campbell. 

C.  Shaw. 

A.  D.  Paterson. 
J.  Stalker. 
A.  M'Millan. 
J.  Black. 
J.  Buchan. 

D.  Fergnaaon. 
P.  Macainah. 
A.  B.  Campbell. 


BomtiBland, 
Inverteil,  . 
Lealie, .    . 


D.  Cooper,  D.D. 
W.  Mike. 
J.  Logan. 


wAeBcainL  . 


**c«lW^ht," 


KIBKCUDBBIGHT. 


P.  M'NeilL 


G.  Elder. 
G.  Brown. 
J.  Robertson. 
J.  Haining. 
A.ManihalL 
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Congregatloiui  contrllmting  at  the  rate  of 
10b.  and  upwards  per  Meml)er. 

AbingtoD,  .    .    .    .  R.  Logan. 

Carluke,  ....  J.  White. 

Douglas,  .    .     .    .  C.  Gordon. 

Lanark,  .    .    .    .  D.  Mackintosh. 


LANARK. 

Congregatloiui  oontrllmtlns  al  tlie  rate  o 
7a  6d.  and  under  lOa  per  Hember. 

Crossford, ....    J.  Matbeson. 


Knock/      .     .    .    .    M.  M*Ritchie. 
Stomowaj— English,    D.  J.  Martin. 
Gaelic,*    J.  Greenfield. 


If 


LEWIS. 


Uig.*   . 


!J.  CampbelL 
D.  Morrison. 


LINLITHGOW. 


Bathgate,    . 

Bo^ness, 

Falkirk, 

Grangemooth, 

Kirkliston,  » 

Linlithgow, 

Polmont,     . 

Slamannan, 

Torphichen, 

Upball,  .    . 

West  Calder, 


J.  Kessen. 

D.  Wilson. 

H.  Mair. 

J.  Sinclair. 

J.  C.  Bums. 

W.  M.  Nicolson,  B.D. 

J.  Anderson. 

Archd.  Raid. 

A.  F.  Murray. 

A.  Luke. 

D.  Taylor. 


Armadale, . 


Gairloch,*   . 
Lochaish,*  . 
Lochbroom,* 
Lochcarron,* 
Plockton,*  . 
Poolewe,*   . 


J.  Baillie. 
A.  M'CoU. 
J.  M'Millan. 
D.  Forbes. 
W.  Sinclair. 
R.  Dingwall. 


LOCHCARRON. 

Applecross,* 


K.  Macdouald. 


Annan, J.  Gailej. 

Ecclefechan,    .    .    ,  W,  Howie. 

Halfniorton,     .    .    .  W.  Smith. 

Johnstone,  .    .    .    .  R.  Murdoch. 

KirknatrickFleming,  G.  Mills. 

Langnolm,  ....  J.  Panton. 

Lochmabeu,     .     .    ^  £.  B.  Hill. 

Lockerbie,  .    .    .    *  A.  D.  Campbell. 


LOCKERBIE. 

Canonbie,  • 


A.  W.  Milne. 


Appin,        .    .    .    .  D.  C.  Ross. 

Glenorchj,  .    .    .    ,  D.  Macalister. 

Muckairn,  .     .     .     .  T.  Mackenzie. 

Oban, J.  Mackay. 


LORN. 
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MEIGLE. 

Mgngiliflgu  oQBMbiitliic  at  the  rate  of 
lOa  aid  upwards  per  Kember. 

I  ';>, J.  P.  Lion. 

L  ftli. A.  Ferguson. 

Vrroinie,  Sooth,  .  M.  White. 

apu-'ADgiit,     .    •  T.  Bain. 

Vaj J.  Bohertoon. 

tA^    ....  J.  W.  Simpson. 

....  A.  M'PhersoD. 


•» 


i 


J.  Fleming. 


Ooogregatlons  oontsllmttiig  at  tlie  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  ander  10a  per  Member. 

Blairgowrie,  let  Ch.,   J.  Baxter. 
Rattraji    ....    A.  Boss. 


■was,*      .    . 


A.M'Leod. 
C.  Boss. 


MULL. 


NAIBN. 


A-ii«t,  ....    A.  M'Donald. 
Ar.'niR  ....    A.  Cameron. 
<w«;  .  .    .    .    W.  Q.  Forrester. 
"i'ir.       .  J  S.  F.  M'Lauchlan. 

\  John  M'Pherson. 

•  .    .    .    A.  G.  M'Leod. 


.Wi 


•   .   • 


A.  Lee. 


OBKNEY. 


Firth,  . 
Harraj,  • 
Holna, .  . 
Kirkwall, 


J.  Bojr. 

J.  B.  Anderfon. 
D.  M*Neil. 
J.  Stuart. 


'««ofWeir. 
I  f 


■i    • 


V^-T.  Gttljc. 


T.  Carmthers. 
J.  Scott. 
A.  MTurk. 
J.  Bossel. 
A.  Mackintosh. 
J.  B.  Sturrock. 


PAISLEY. 


.    OakshawSt.,  G.  Claiy. 

^«    Su  G«orge*8,  J.  Thomson,  D.D. 

■^bAwi,Eart,  .  D.  Stewart. 

Wett,  N.  Brodie. 


Paislej,  Martyrs',  .    W.  Macindoe. 

„       South,  .    .    J.  Paterson. 
Benfrew,   .    .    •    •    D.  Neilsoo. 


r^  ....  J.  Hntton. 

r"™'  •    .    .    .  P.  BwTOwman. 

^t,Weit,   .    .  W.Milroy. 

■i^ a  Smith. 


PENPONT. 

Penpont, 


D.  Black. 


PEBTH. 


fl    L      '       •       • 


B.  SteTensoD. 
J.  Tonng. 
J.  Beid. 
J.  H.  Wells. 
A  Campbell/ 
J.  Orammood. 
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VERTB^CofUinued. 


Oongregatloxui  eontalbutlag  at  tliA  rate  of 
100.  and  upwards  par  MomlMr. 


KinfauDS,    .    •  • 

MethveD,     •    •  . 

Perth,  Middle,  . 
„    St.  Leonard's, 

„   West,      .  . 

Pitcairngreeo, .  • 

Scone, 


B.  F.  Greig. 
J.  M^Leish. 
T.  Dymock. 
D.  D.  Bannerman. 
Jas.  Gibson. 
J.  G.  Kippen. 
A.  K.  M'Murchy. 


Stanley, J*  F*  Thomson. 


Ckniff^egatloiit  oontiilmltBg  at  tkt  xifei 
7a  6d.  and  vndar  lOa  p«r  Hemtar. 
Perth,  St.  Stephen's,    J.TuHocL 


Ashkirk,  • 
Galashiels, . 
Ladhope,     • 

Melrose, 

Selkirk,  .    . 
St  Boswell's, 
Stow,     •    . 
Yarrow,  •    • 


Kilmair,* 
Portree,* 
Raasay,* 
Sleat,^  . 
Sniaort,* 


Cambee, 
Grail,  . 
Elie, .  • 
Largo,  . 
Lenchars, 
Newport, 

St.  Andrews, 

Strathkinnes, 


Alloa,  East, 

„  West, 
Alva,  •  • 
Bannockbnm, 
Clackmannan, 
Dennj,  •  • 
DoIUr,  .  . 
Donipaoe,  . 
Larbert, 
St.  Ninian's, 
Stirling,  North, 
,,  South, 
Tnliibody,  .    . 


•  A.  Giles. 

.    W.  W.  Smith. 

•  J.  Spence. 
( W.  Consin. 

•  {  R.  Sanders. 
.  W.  Steven. 
.    A.  Terras. 

.    T.  N.Brydon. 
.    T.  M*Crindle. 


SELKIRK. 

Lander, 


J.MitehelL 


SHETIiAND. 
I  Lerwick, 

SKYB  AND  UIST. 


A.  Bb  Brown. 


J.  SL  Macphail. 
J.  Reid. 
A.  Galbraith. 
F.  Graham. 
J.  Lament. 


Tarb«rt, 


R.  Mackensis. 


ST.  ANDREWS. 


•  F.  R.  Barry. 
.    J.  Jackson. 

.    W.Wood. 
.    W.  Bruce. 
.    A.  Cloghom. 
.    N.  M'Leod. 

SJ.  Ainslie,  D.D. 
L.  Davidson. 

•  J.  B.  Irvine. 


Anstruther,  ...    A.  Chmroiy. 
Ferryport-on-Cnug,     W.  P.  Falcoiier. 


STIRLING. 


,  J.  Wright. 
;  G.  Milne. 
J.  W.  Harper. 
Robert  M'Intosh. 
S.  K.  Niven. 
J.  Drummond. 
J.  Cowie. 
ILPaul 
T.  Roberton. 
F.  MTherson. 
R.  M'Corkle. 
J.  Chalmers. 
W.  F.  Goldie. 
A.  Tbom. 
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STBANRA£B. 


OMfNgitloBf  eoiiM1)iittiig  at  the  rate  of 
lOa  tad  vpvuds  per  Member. 


Gialoce,  . 
beh,  .  . 
KntcwiD,  • 

Imah,  . 
Portpttnek, 

gbuner,  . 


O.  Wilson. 
J.  F.  Daly. 
R.  GUdstone. 
J.  Cavan. 
A.  Warrack. 
A.  Urquhart. 
G.  Sherwood. 
G.  P.  BobertMD. 
G.  Charles. 


Congxegatioiifl  contributing  at  the  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  under  lOa  per  Member. 


^ W.  Burnett. 


8TBATHB0GIE. 


Bellie,  • 


Botriphnie, 
Gartly,  . 
Bothiemay, 


O.  Dowar. 
J.  Gray. 
B.  Grant. 
F.  W.  Stewart. 
W.  Ingram. 


UKinEBC. 

fffc-EMter, 


•  J.lfDonald. 

•  C.  Sinclair. 

.  J.  M^Callnm. 
M.  Macdonald. 

•  W.  Fraser. 

•  V.  a*  ITraser. 
.  T.Grant. 


TAIN. 


Edderton, .  .  . 
Kilmuir,  Easter, 
Tarhat,     .    .    • 


D.  Forbes. 

D.  a  Macdonald. 

D.  Murray. 


t*,*  ....    J.  Boss. 
^^*.   .    .    D.  CampbelL 
■^*  .   .    •    •    J.  Cumming. 


TONGUK 


Farr  ,•  . 
Strathy,* 


D.  Mackeniie. 
Ch.  Monro. 


TUBBIFF. 


A.  J.  ChiystaL 
W.  Grant. 
J.  Gkrdiner. 
J.  Sutherland. 


Drumblade,   • 
For^e,    .    • 

SrTie,  •    .    . 
ontquhitteri 


A.  Forbes. 
A.  Wisbart. 
W.  Ewan. 
J.  Simpson. 


WIGTOWN. 


W.  Btraehan. 
F.  F.  Anderson. 
D.  C.  A.  Agnew. 
J.  B.  Beid. 


Sorbie, J.  Gorrie. 

126 


16 


OoNOREOATiONS  not  on  the  Platform  drawing  partial  or  full  Sorplns  Fund,  ii 
respect  that  their  Contributions  alone,  or  with  allowances  from  the  Fon 
exceed  the  Equal  Dividend  ;  and  the  average  rate  of  Contribntion  pi 
Member  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Surplus  Fond. 


Congrefi^tloiui  oontxllmtliig  at  tbe  tttte  of 
IDs.  and  upwardB  per  Member. 


DurriB,     .        . 
Fort  AagnataB, 
Alford,     •         . 
Skirling,  • 
Mooimail, 
Ceres, 
Temple, 
St.  FereuB, 
Garelocuhead,  . 


John  Hendry. 
D.  A.  Macdonald. 
W.  G.  Brander. 
Ja8.  AngnB. 
W.  D.  Beattie. 
J.  P.  Berry. 
P.  Yule. 
P.  Thomson. 
W.  Ireland. 
"W.  Lorimer. 
G.  Rose. 


Glencaple, 
BucklvTie, 

"lute  ^'T'  ^^  i  ^-  ^'  ^«y*»»- 

Saline,      .        .        .J.  Calder. 

Sandbank,        •        .    J.  Headrick. 

(^ranton  and  Wardie,    P.  C  Purvea. 

Blnirdaff,  .        • 

Cockbarnspath, 

Yetholm, . 

Bal  later, 


Congregations  oontxllmtlng  at  tlie  rate  o 
78.  6d.  and  under  10b.  per  Kembtr. 


Whitinp  Bey,  . 
CABtle-Donglas — 

McMillan,  . 
Ton^land, 

Liviqc^Btone,  . 
OlenKniel,* 

Jjogiealmond,  . 

Bowden,   .  . 
Glass, 

27 


Alex.  Tule. 
A.  M*Neil. 
N.  MTherson. 
A.  F.  A.  Moir. 
A.  Stewart. 

G.  Lanrie. 

P.  Fisher. 
J.  A.  K.  Bain. 
A.  Mackay. 
G.  SteTen. 
J.  Sinclair. 
D.  Macanlay. 


No.  I.-B 


^xtt  €l^ntt\i  ai  Srnllanltr. 


REPORT 


BY 


THE  SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 

On  the  Returns  of  Members  and  Adherents. 


MAY    1880. 


TuE  GovMiTTSs  as  usual  sent  in  the  month  of  January  last  to  all 
Prtfsbjtery  Clerks  the  Schedule  which  has  heen  in  use  since  the 
Assembly  of  1876,  and  which  embraced  the  following  Resolutions  of 
tbat  Assembly : — 

''That  PreBbyteries  shall  make  the  state  of  the  membership  in  their  seTeral 
fioBgregatiuDs  the  subject  of  careful  inquiry  at  the  end  of  every  year. 

'"That  they  shall  obtain  from  kirk-sessions  an  annual  return  as  at  3l8t  March, 
c^fied  by  tiie  ministers  and  kirk-session,  showing — 

'Hie  number  of  members  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

"  The  number  added  during  the  year  by  admission  or  transference. 

"The  number  struck  off  by  death,  removal,  the  exercise  of  discipline,  or  any 
ltt«r  cause. 
I  ''The  number  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

"That  they  shall  transmit  an  abstract  of  such  returns  along  with  the  yearly 
pnbytenal  return  of  members  and  adherents  appointed  to  be  made  in  connection 
*>th  the  Surplus  Fund  plan,  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee,  who  shall 
^^te  the  same  and  report  thereon  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  on  transmit- 
^  the  abstract  of  the  congregational  returns,  the  Presbyteries  shall  make  such 
i^&tfb  or  expianations  as  appear  to  be  called  for." 


The  Committee  also  sent  to  Ministers,  for  the  guidance  of  Eirk-Sessions 
n  making  up  their  Communion  Bolls,  such  instructions  as  appeared  to 
W  necessary  for  enabling  them  to  furnish  to  Presbytery  Clerks  the  in- 
■^nnation  required  by  the  above-mentioned  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly. 

l-B 


BEPOET  ON  THE  RETURNS  OF  ME1CBER8  AND  ADHERENTS. 


I.-B. 


The  Committee  hare  therefore  to  report : — 

1. — ITuU  the  following  Presbyteries  have  made  complete  Returns, 
embracing  cUl  the  particulars  required^  namely: — 


Aberdeen. 

Elgin. 

Kirkcudbright. 

Aberlour. 

.  Kllon. 

Lanark. 

Abernethy. 

Fordoun. 

Linlithgow. 

Abertar£ 

Fordyce. 

Lochcarron. 

Alford. 

Forfar. 

Lorn. 

Arbroath. 

Forres. 

Meigle. 

Anchterarder. 

Garioch. 

Nairn. 

Ayr. 

Greenock. 

Orkney. 

Biggar  and  Peebles. 

Haddington  and  Dunbar. 

Paisley. 

Breadalbana 

Inverary. 

Penpont. 

Brechin. 

Irrine. 

Perth. 

Chanonry. 

Jedburgh. 

Selkirk. 

Cupar. 

Kelso. 

Shetland. 

Dalkeith. 

Kincardine  O'NeiL 

Stirling. 

Dumbarton. 

Kinross. 

Stranraer. 

Dumfries. 

Kintyre. 

Tain. 

Dunblane. 

Kirkcaldy. 

Turriff. 

Dunoon. 

2. — That  the  Returns  by  the  following  Presbyteries  are  defective  in  one 

or  more  particulars,  namely : — 


Caithness. 

Dunse  and  Chimside. 

Lockerby. 

Deer. 

Dingwall. 
Dornoch. 

Edinburgh. 

Glasgow. 

Hamilton. 

MulL 

Skye  and  Uist. 

St.  Andrews. 

Dundee. 

Dunfermline. 

Dunkeld. 

Inverness. 

Isiay. 

Lewis. 

Strathbogie. 

Tongue. 

Wigton. 

3. — That  no  Beiums  of  Members  or  Adherents  have  been  given  by  the 

following  Congregations,  namely: — 

(1.)  Lowland  Conoreoations. 
Langton.  Caimie. 


(2.)  Congrboations  in  the  Hiqulands  and  IsLAMDSw 


Strathconnon. 
Blairathole. 
Stratherrick. 
ColL 
South  Uist. 


Kiulochbervie. 
Strathgarve. 
Bowmore. 
Tyree. 
Strath,  etc. 


Steer. 

Park,  Lochs. 
North  Uist. 
Eddrachillis. 


WILLIAM  WILSON, 
Secretary. 


No.  I.-0. 


^tntul  Su»tentatt0tt  fuxtti. 


STATEMENT  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS 


SECEIYED  FROU  TB? 


WREGATIONS  OF  THE  FREE  CHURCH 

OF  SCQTLAIfD 


FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDINe  I5th  IISAT  1880, 


A»  SHOWING  THE  INCREASE  AND  DECREASE  ON  THE  CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF  EACH  CONGBEGATION  AS  COMPARED  WITH  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  15th.  MAT  1899. 


MAY    ISSOi 


EDINBUBOH  :  THOMAS  AND  ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE, 

pRDnXBS  TO  THl  QUZSK,  AND  TO  THB  WIWOOTY, 

1880. 
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Jfrw  C^irrcl^  a(  Stntlaitb. 


EEPOET 


BT  THE 


SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 


OSr  THE 


ifi£D  AND  mFIRM  MmiSTERS'  FUND. 


MAY   1880. 


i.  DuBiNO  the  past  year  Legacies  applicable  to  Capital  have  been 
^ved  to  tbe  amount  of  £2S64,  138.  Id.,  and  the  Capital  Fand  is  raised 
t3£99j068, 19s.  8d.,  including  accumulated  Interest  and  Donations,  which 
&re  in  coarse  of  being  exhausted  as  Income ;  but  as  other  Legacies  will 
%<0Q  be  paid,  £100,000  has  been  invested. 

2.  Donations  have  been  received  amounting  to  £125,  Is.,  and  Legacies 
iT&ilable  for  distribution  to  the  amount  of  £1956,  19s.  2d.,  together 
^m2,  Os.  2d. 

3.  Tbe  Ghnnts  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  last  Assembly 
ufiooDted  to  £5360,  of  which  £140  were  chargeable  against  accumulated 
Interest  That  Assembly  added  new  Grants  to  the  amount  of  £440, 
e  follows : — 

T)  6  Colleagues,  £400,  leas  previous  Grants  to  4  of  them  for 

AttuUnts,  £160,  leaving  of  new  Grants,        .  .  .  £240    0    0 

To  5  Anstants,  .  .  .  .  200    0    0 

In  all,         .  £440     0     0 

^  total  Grants  at  the  close  of  last  Assembly  thus  amounted  to  £5800, 
^  vbich  £140  was  chargeable  on  accumulated  Interest,  leaving  £5660 
^brgeable  on  Income.  But  the  General  Assembly  fiirther  voted  Grants, 
^'  soon  as  the  Fund  might  be  in  a  position  to  allow,  for  six  Colleagues 
'>'  tbe  amount  of  £430,   and  for  three  Asssistants,   £100,   together 

1— D 
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The  Income  from  Intereet  daring  the  year  to  Slst  March  1880 

has  been         .......        £3767  U   6 

Add  proportion  of  Donations,  etc.,  as  stated  in  last  Beport,      .  542  15   0 


Deduct  Expenses, 


The  total  Orants  paid    during    the    year   have 

amounted  to        . 
Whereof  chargeable  on  accumulated  Interest, 

Remains  chargeable  on  Income, 


Remains, 

£4917  15     1 
140    0     0 


£4310    9  6 
112  18  10 

£4197  10  3 


4777  15   1 


Excess  of  Expenditure,         £580    4   5 

This  year  again  the  Grants  paid  in  the  course  of  it  have  exceeded 
the  Income,  but  yet  they  continue  to  be  very  much  within  the 
amount  sanctioned  at  its  commencement  This  year  the  difference  is 
£882,  4s.  lid. 

4.  During  the  past  year  twelve  ministers  receiving  Orants  have  died, 
and  the  Grants  which  have  thus  lapsed  amount  to  £715  ;  all  were  charge- 
able on  Income.  There  remain  at  present  on  the  Fund,  Grants  chargeable 
on  Income  to  the  amount  of  £5085,  and  chargeable  on  accumulated 
Interest  £140. 

5.  The  Income  available  during  the  next  year  may  be  estimated  u 
follows : — 


Interest,    .  •  •  • 

Eighth  tenth  of  Donations,  1872-3, 

Seventh  tenth  of  Donations,  1873-4, 

Sixth  tenth  of  Donations,  1874-5, 

Fifth  tenth  of  Donations,  1875-6,  . 

Fourth  tenth  of  Donations,  1876-7, 

Third  tenth  of  Donations,  1877-8,. 

Second  tenth  of  Donation,  1878-9, 

First  tenth  of  Donation,  1879-80,  including  Pre- 

Disruption  Ministers'  Fund,  £2450,    16s.  6d. ; 

less    excess  .  of   Expenditure   £580,    ISs.    9d., 

£1870,  2s.  9d.     . 
Sixth  tenth  unexpended  Income  of  1873-4  and  1874-5, 
Fifth  tenth  do.  1875-6,      . 

Fourth  tenth  do.  1876-7,      . 

Third  tenth  do.  1877-8,      . 

Add, 

Deduct  Expenses,  ..... 


£3900   0  0 


£30  12 

4 

113  0 

0 

45  19 

0 

48  17 

6 

69  6 

0 

8  9 

9 

139  10 

2 

187  0 

4 

42  0 

0 

17  4 

6 

25  12 

0 

2  3 

9 

729  15   4 


Sum, 


£4629  15   4 
160    0   • 


Estimated  Income,       £4469154, 

Tbe  Grants  chargeable  against  Income  amount,  as  alraady  stated, 
£5085,  and  therefore  on  the  above  principles  there  would  be  a  deficient 
of  Income,  the  Grants  being  £675  in  excess.  But  seeing  that  the  invc 
Capital  amounted  at  Slst  March  1880  to  very  nearly,  and  now  to  fnllfl 
£100,000,  and  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  this  being  gradually  iocrejuett] 
from  Legacies  specially  directed  to  be  capitalised ;  and  further,  that  jei 
by  year  there  continues  to  be  an  Income  from  other  Legacies  and  Dod«*| 
tions,  although  fluctuating  in  amount,  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  tbtt  ftl 
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change  may  be  adopted  and  a  trial  be  made  of  giving  Orants  in  all  suitable 
and  proper  cases  where  applications  are  made,  with  reason  to  hope  that 
even  after  doing  this  the  invested  Capital  of  £100,000,  and  any  Legacies 
directed  to  be  capitalised,  will  not  be  encroached  upon.  As  already 
mentioned,  £530  of  Grants  promised  by  last  General  Assembly  remain 
still  to  be  provided  for;  and  the  Grants  applied  for  to  this  Assembly 
by  miniBters  amount  to  J&IOOO.  If  all  are  given,  the  total  amount  of 
Grants  would  be  £6755,  and  judging  from  past  experience,  payment 
will  be  required  during  the  year  now  current  of  nearly  £6000  of  this 
soiDj  bat  this  would  not  be  in  excess  of  what  could  have  been  paid 
I«£t  year  without  encroaching  on  Capital.  The  effect  of  the  step  now 
reoommeoded,  however,  must  be  watched  with  care  and  with  some 
tnxietj. 

Tbe  recommendation  now  made  by  the  Committee  renders  it  un- 
ticoesazy  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  remit  made  to  them  by  last 
iiembly;  they  recommend,  although  on  another  ground,  that  the 
^ijeet  aimed  at  in  that  remit  be  carried  out 

IW usual  lists  connected  with  this  Fund  are  in  the  Appendix.  The 
^i3mng  Abstract  shows  the  number  of  ministers  embraced  in  these 
J^  whose  length  of  service  as  ordained  ministers  has  been  for  the 
<efenl  periods  under  mentioned  : — 

Xanber  who  have  been  ordained  for  leas  than  25  years,    ....         2 
.Vomber  who  have  been  ordained  25  years  or  more,  but  less  than  30  years,         3 


n  99 

»»  99 

n  9f 

•»  »t 

»»  »» 

n  99 


30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
55 
60 


9                M              35  ,,  8 

40  „  25 

,                 „              45  „  16 

50  „  20 

9                f>              55  „  II 

60  „  1 

,                „              65  „  1 
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WILLIAM  WILSON,  JL^Convener. 
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APPENDIX. 


I. — Cases  in  which  Colleagues  have  been  allowed  by  the  General 
Assembly,  or  where  the  Minister  has  resigned. 


Number  down  to  May  187S, 
Add  allowed  in  May  1879 : — 

Charge. 
Edinburgh — Newington, 
Leith — iSouth  Church, 
Knockbain, 
Cupar, 

GlaHgow — Bridgeton, 
Loudoun,    • 
Ratho, 
Newhills,   . 
Greenock  —Middle  Church, 
Kirriemuir — North  Church, 


Minister. 
James  Begg,  D.D., 
David  Thorbum, 
Farquhar  M'Kae, 
John  Laird,  . 
Alexander  Wilson, 
Andrew  Noble, 
Hiram  Watson, 
John  £.  CraveUf    . 
John  M'Farlane,    . 
John  P.  Thomson, 


J26 


\ 


10 


oil*. 


3^i 


IL — Of  these  236  cases,  186,  dating  from  1855  inclusive,  have  beec 
admitted  to  Grants  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
whereof  no  more  than  74  survive. 


In  1855,  5  Mini.stera  were  admitted  to  the  Fund,  of  whom  there 

In  1856,  7 

In  1857,  6 

In  1858,  8 

In  1859,  4 

In  1860,  7 

In  1861,  6 

In  1862,  8 

In  1863,  2 

In  1864,  4 

In  1865,  5 

In  1866,  8 

In  1867,  10 

In  1868,  8 

In  1869,  2 

In  1870,  6 

In  1871,  7 

In  1872,  5 

In  1873,  7 

In  1874,  12 

In  1875,  12 

In  1876.  17 

In  1877,  20 

In  1878,  11 

In  1879,  6 
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30 

11 

13 

7 


186 


73 
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III.—LisT  OF  HiNisTEBS  drawing  Grants  from  the  Fund  for  Colleagues 
and  Socceflsors,  or  as  retired  Ministers,  who  have  died  during  the 


Tear. 

• 

1.  a  C.  Blair,  Sorbie,       . 

2.  J.  M.  Mackintosh,  Skene, 

3.  J.  P.  Macara,  Kinloss, 

4  Donald  Stewart,  Cromar, 

5.  Hector  M'Neil,  Campbelton, 

6.  James  Duncan,  Temple, 

7.  Donald  MacVean,  lona, 

S.  George  Tnlloch,  Eddrachillis, 
9.  Alexander  Keith,  St.  Gyms, 
V\  W,  L,  MitcheU,  Aberdeen, 


£70  0  0 

40  0  0 

35  0  0 

80  0  0 

70  0  0 

80  0  0 

70  0  0 

80  0  0 

60  0  0 

70  0  0 


Assistants. 


1.  Peter  Fergrnson,  Inch, 

1  Alexander  Grierson,  Irongray, 


30     0    0 
30    0     0 


£715     0     0 
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IV. — List  op  Grants  now  payable. 


I.  Colleagues  and  JRetired  Ministers : — 

1.  George  Orr,  Symington,  . 

2.  William  Taylor,  Pulteneytown,  £60, 

Claim  waived  while  Mr.  Taylor  has  other 
employment. 

3.  John  MacKail,  Ayr, 

4.  James  Beattie,  Balmullo, 
6.  Alexander  Stiurk,  Closebam,    . 

6.  William  Mackenzie,  North  Leith, 

7.  James  Manson,  Dunse,    . 

8.  Hugh  Martin,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 

9.  John  Roxburgh,  D.D.,  Glasgow, 

10.  G.  R.  Davidson,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 

11.  Colin  Mackenzie,  Arrochar, 

12.  Charles  Marshall,  Dunfermline, 

13.  A.  L.  M'Cririe,  Caimryan, 

14.  Robert  Kinnear,  Moffat,  . 
16.  David  Mitchell,  Glasgow, 

16.  Robert  Trail,  LL.D.,  Boyndie, 

17.  John  Fraser,  Gordon, 

18.  C.  J.,Brown,  D.D.,  Edinbui^h, 

19.  Simon  Fraser,  Fortrose,  . 

20.  John  Bruce,  D.D.,  Edinburgh,  £80, 

Does  not  draw  Oranl 

''^l.  James  Stark,  Greenock,  . 

*22.  Alexander  Keith,  Strichen, 

23.  Thomas  Gun,  Madderty, 

24.  Robert  Shanks,  Buckie,  . 

25.  Archibald  M'Dongall,  Glasgow, 

26.  Angus  Brown,  Fortrose,  . 

27.  John  Wright,  Alloa, 

28.  David  Burn,  Thurso, 

29.  John  Fairbaim,  Greenlaw, 

30.  John  Gemmell,  Fairlie,   . 

31.  Samuel  Miller,  D.D.,  Glasgow, 

32.  James  Munro,  Rutherglen, 

33.  A.  S.  Paterson,  D.D.,  Glasgow, 

34.  Alex.  Mackinnon,  StrathfiUan, 

35.  John  Mackay,  Cullen,     . 

36.  D.  C.  A.  Agnew,  Wigton, 

37.  Alexander  Beith,  D.D.,  Stirling, 

38.  James  Drummond,  Forgandenny, 

39.  John  Thomson,  Prestonkirk,    . 

40.  S.  F.  M*Lauchlan,  Cawdor,      . 

41.  John  Ainslie,  D.D.,  St.  Andrews, 

42.  Wal.  M'GUvray,  D.D.,  Aberdeen, 

43.  David  Dewar,  Bellie, 

44.  David  Crichton,  LL.D.,  Arbroath, 


Carry  forward, 


Ordained. 


1840 
1843 


1826 
1830 
1829 
1842 
1844 
1834 
1828 
1831 
1841 
1846 
1841 
1843 
1846 
1843 
1831 
1836 
1818 

18.34 
1844 
1829 
1837 
1843 
1847 
1830 
1831 
1833 
1835 

1836 
1837 
1840 
1845 
1851 
1822 
1828 
1831 
1833 
1835 

1837 
1838 


Admitted 
to  Fund. 


1855 
1857 


1858 
1859 
1860 
1862 
1863 
1865 

1866 
tt 

1867 
II 
t> 

1868 

>» 
1871 

1872 

1874 


If 


i> 


1875 


II 
•I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


1876 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
ti 


GnutfrtiQ 
Fund. 


£40  0  0 


40 
40 
60 
80 
35 
60 


80 
60 


80 
60 
80 
70 
60 
50 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
70 
70 
70 
60 
40 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
70 
70 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


80  0 
80  0 


0 
0 


60  0 
60  0 


0 

0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
9 


60 
50 

60  0  0 
80  0  0 
80  0  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  . 

0  , 

0  I 
0 

0  I 


0 
0 


£2825  0  0 
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Ordained. 

Admitted 
to  Fund. 

Grant  from. 
Fund. 

I  CoOea^ua,  and  Retired  MmigterB,— 

oontinned — 

Brought  forward. 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

£2825 

0    0 

45.  W.  R.  Moncur,  Liflf, 

1840 

1876 

70 

0     0 

46.  James  Walker,  D.D.,  Gamwath,      . 

1843 

If 

60 

0     0 

47.  Ma  Csmpbell,  TJig,        ... 

1846 

>* 

50 

0     0 

4&  DsWd  Waters,  Borghead, 

1826 

1877 

80 

0    0 

49.  William  Nixon,  Montrose, 

1831 

If 

80 

0    0 

5a  Robert  Wilson,  North  Ronaldshay, 

1832 

«> 

80 

0    0 

•M.  James  Findlaj,  Glasgow, 

1835 

«> 

80 

0    0 

j1  Alexander  Spence,  D.D.,  Aberdeen, 

1837. 

1) 

70 

0    0 

'4.  John  Stephen,  Aberdeen, 

1838 

99 

70 

0   '0 

>i  Alexander  Stewart,  Killin, 

1839 

» 

70 

0    0 

"S.  Jolio  Skene,  Dundee, 

1847 

II 

50 

0     0 

'<  Jifflet  R.  Simpson,  Abbotshall, 

1848 

II 

40 

0     0 

^;  (iiries  F.  Corbett,  Hopeman, 

1856 

II 

35 

0    0 

*'.  JiBfiS  Dixon,  Maryton,  . 

1846 

II 

35 

0    0 

^  /obn  Ferguson,  Bridge  of  Allan, 

1835 

II 

80 

0     0 

^  Dnncan  Macgregor,  Glasgow, . 

1849 

»l 

50 

0    0 

*"1  James  Macdonald,  Urray, 

1830 

1878 

80 

0    0 

^  James  Yule,  Peterhead,  . 

1835 

II 

80 

0    0 

•3.  WiUUm  Watt,  Norrieston,      . 

1837 

II 

70 

0    0 

^4.  Alexander  MacWatt,  Rothes,  . 

1839 

*ii 

70 

0    0 

«.  Williain  Cousin,  Melrose, 

1840 

II 

70 

0    0 

^  W.  K.  Hamilton,  Stonehouse, . 

1843 

II 

60 

0    0 

•>".  F.  P.  Anderson,  Whithorn,     . 

9t 

fi 

60 

0    0 

^•>  Darid  Thorbum,  Leith,  . 

1833 

1879 

80 

0    0 

69.  Farquhar  M'Rae,  Knockbain, . 

II 

80 

0     0 

TO.  Andrew  Noble,  Loudoun, 

1841 

II 

60 

0    0 

Tl.  John  E.  Craven,  Newhills, 

1843 

II 

60 

0     0 

Ti  John  M*Farlane,  Greenock,     . 

f ) 

II 

60 

0    0 

T3.  John  P.  Thomson,  Kirriemuir, 

1844 

•  1 

60 

0    0 

£4715 

0    0 

IL  Assistants: — 

1.  George  Anderson,  New  Cumnock,    . 

1851 

1868 

30 

0    0 

i  W.  P.  Smith,  D.  D. ,  Keig, 

1845 

1875 

30 

0    0 

t  WilHam  Ingram,  Rothiemay,  . 

1843 

1876 

40 

0    0 

4.  Kobert  Elder,  D.D.,  Rothesay, 

1831 

1878 

50 

0     0 

5.  G.  P.  Knight,  East  Wemyss,  . 

1832 

II 

50 

0    0 

6.  John  Murray,  Newburgh, 

1837 

If 

40 

0    0 

T.  DsTid  Purves,  Maxwellton,     . 

1843 

II 

30 

0    0 

S  C.  W.  Barclay,  Enrie,      . 

1844 

II 

40 

0    0 

9.  Alexander  Cameron,  Ardersier, 

1850 

}, 

30 

0    0 

10.  WiUiam  GUston,  Camock, 

1827 

1879 

50 

0    0 

n  Alexander  Fraser,  Kirkhill,     . 

1828 

i« 

50 

0    0 

12.  John  Ingram,  Unst, 

1838 

9* 

40 

0    0 

14.  James  ^tchie,  Stromness, 

1857 

•  •  • 

II 

■  •  a 

30 

0     0 

Grants  already  given. 

£5226 

0    0 
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V.  Abstract  of  the  Account  op  the  Fund  for  Aged  and  Infirm 

Ministers,  for  the  Year  1879-80. 


CHARGK 

I.  Cash  Balance  of  last  Account,  ending  3 1st  March  1879, 
II.  Donations  available  for  distribution, 
III.  Legacies  ,,  „         £1956,  198. 2d.,  for  In 

vestment  £2364,  13s.  Id., 

[V.  Interest  on  Investments,     .' 

v.  Pre-Disrnption  Ministers*  ^und  Surjilus,  31st  March  1879, 

VI.  Balance  due  by  the  Fund,  .  .  .  .  . 


£66  9  6 

125  1  0 

4.321  12  3 

3,767  H  i 

36S  16  i 

931  0  i 

£9,580  13  1] 


DISCHARGE. 


I.  Payments  to  Ministers  on  Fund, 
II.  Sum  Invested, 

III.  Advertising  and  Printing, 

IV.  General  Charges,     .• 


STATE  OF  FUND. 

Amount  invested,  as  stated  in  last  Account, 
Invested  as  above,  .... 


Cash  Balance  due  by  the  Fund,  as  above. 

Amount  of  Fund,  as  at  31st  March  1880,* 


£4,917  15 
4,550   0 
4  10 
108  S  I 


£9,680  13 11 


.     £96,450  0 

4,550  0 

£100,000  0 

931  0 

.     £99,068  19 


*  This  8nm  includes  the  balance  of  unexpended  Interest,  which  is  chugeable  with  tb«  po 
sulmitted  in  respect  of  it,  as  explained  in  Report  1871-72 ;  and  Donatiozw  to  be  also  gni^ 
Hpproprlated. 


No.  I.-E 


jfrtt  Cl^urr^  ai  Sr^llanb, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


ON  THK 


EQUAL    DIVIDEND    PLATFORM. 


MAY  1880. 


The  Committee  beg  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  they  have  had 
lud  before  them  Schedules  from  the  folio  wing  charges  with  reference  to 
tKe  calliog  of  ministers : — 

1.  CoDgregations  in  regard  to  which  the  Committee  have  seen  no  reason 
for  raising  any  question  as  to  their  continuance  on  the  Platform  of  the 
£qotl  Dividend : — 


1.  Kiltarlity,     .         .         .         . 

Presbytery  of  Inverness, 

2.  Campeie, 

„            Glasgow. 

3.  MArykirk,     . 

„             Fordoun. 

4.  Colts,   .... 

„             Aberdeen. 

5.  Keitli,  .... 

„            Strathbogie. 

6.  Nenthom,     .         .         .         , 

„            Kelso. 

7.  Coldstream,  . 

I»                               >i 

8.  Inch,    .... 

„             Stranraer. 

9.  Renton,  Gaelic,     . 

,,            Dumbarton. 

0.  Cambee,        .        .         .        . 

„             St.  Andrews. 

1.  Dalbeattie,   .         .         .         . 

„            Dumfries. 

2.  Kettle  and  Cults, 

„             Cupar. 

3.  Kinghom,     .         .         .         , 

„             Kirkcaldy. 

4.  Gardroes,       .         .         .         . 

„             Dumbarton. 

i5.  Clunie,          .         .         .         . 

„             Dunkeld. 

6.  Erie  and  Kendall, 

„             Orkney. 

7.  Dundee,  Wellgate, 

„            Dundee. 

8.  Insch, 

„             Garioch. 

9.  Kilberry  and  South  Knapdalt 

B.                 „             Kintyre. 

2.  Congregations  calling  colleagues  and  successors,  and  in  regard  to 

I.-E  A 
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which  the  Committee  have  seen  no  reason  for  raising  any  question  as  la 
their  present  position  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend : — 

1.  Newhills,      ....  Preshyteiy  of  Aberdeen. 

2.  Glasgow,  Bridgeton,  ,,  Glasgow. 

3.  Peterhead,  First  Charge,  „  Deer. 

4.  Lifi^      ......  „  Diindee. 

6.  Ratho  and  Kirknewton,  „  Edinburgh. 

3.  In  the  following  cases  of  colleagues  and  successors  the  Gommlttoe 
have  agreed  not  to  disturb  their  position  as  Platform  Charges,  so  long  u 
the  colleagueship  exists,  but  that,  on  the  demise  of  the  senior  minister,  the 
minister  then  in  sole  charge  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
III.  Section  2  of  Assembly  1877  :— 

1.  lona  and  Rosa,  .         .  Presbytery  of  MnlL 

2.  Londoon,      ....  „  Irvine. 

3.  Knockbain,  ....  ,,  Chanonry. 

4.  Kirriemuir,  North  Ch.,  „  Forfar. 

4.  In  the  applications  from  the  following  Congregations  the  Committee 
have,  on  due  consideration,  agreed  to  continue  them  as  ministerial  ch&rges 
on  the  footing  of  the  Act  III.  Section  2  of  Assembly  1877  : — 

1.  Fortingall,    ....  Presbytery  of  Breadalbane. 

2.  Eccles,  ....  „  Kelso. 

3.  Keiss „  Caithness. 

4.  Portmoak,     ....  „  Kinross. 

The  Committee,  as  usual,  append  to  this  Report  the  Report  which  vts 
given  in  by  them  to  the  Commission  in  March  last,  in  conformity  with  the 
Act  X.  of  Assembly  1863,  and  subsequent  Acts  relating  thereto,  in  regard 
to  the  Congfregations  which  fall  to  be  recommended  to  be  admitted  as  lid- 
receiving  charges  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 

They  also  append  the  usual  lists  of  congregations  which  ha?e  been 
placed  on  the  Platform  by  the  Assembly  of  1865,  and  following  Assemblies, 
showing  the  present  position  of  these  congregations,  as  regards  their  coo* 
tributions  to  the  Fund  now,  compared  with  the  promise  made  at  calliDg  a 
minister,  and  the  position  they  occupied  in  the  year  preceding  their  admis- 
sion to  the  Platform. 

D.  D.  BANNERMAN,  Convener. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITT££  ON  THE  PlATFOKM  OF  THE  EqUAL  DiVIDBM^ 

to  the  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly,  March  1880. 

In  terms  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  regulating  the  admissk* 
of  Church  Extension  charges  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Divideofi* 
in  the  order  of  seniority  from  the  dates  of  the  ordination  of  their  itA 
minister,  the  Comojittee  beg  to  report  as  follows  : — 

1.  BowMORB. — Sanctioned  in  1859.     First  minister  ordained  in  1860. 

2.  Ardbishaig. — Sanctioned  in  1865.     First  minister  ordained  in  1S68. 
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Both  these  cases  fall  again  to  be  postponed,  in  respect  that  the  amount 
promised  when  sanction  was  given  has  never  been  contributed  until  last 
Tear,  aod  the  mle  nnifonnlj  observed  by  the  Committee  has  been  not  to 
recommend  charges  for  admission  to  the  Platform  until  the  sum  promised 
at  sanction  has  been  contributed  for  three  years. 

3.  PoKTKKOCKiE. — Sanctioned  in  1863. 

The  first  minister  of  this  charge  was  ordained  on  the  29th  day  of  April 
IS75,  and  it  therefore  falls  to  be  postponed  until  the  Committee  come  to 
consider  cases  in  which  ministers  of  such  charges  were  ordained  that  year. 

The  following  cases  come  next  in  order,  and  appear  to  be  qualified  in 
f^t  of  the  sum  promised  at  sanction  having  been  contributed,  and  the 
'fmtj  of  dates  of  the  induction  or  ordination  of  the  first  ministers.  They 
uonrdmgly  recommend  them  for  admission  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal 

Kiiiend  :— 

I  CniQBs. — Sanctioned  in  1867.     First  minister  ordained  April  1871. 

•  AimHARRA. — Sanctioned  in  1869*     First  minister  ordained  Sept.  1871. 

i  JfcjinBTH,  South. — Sanctioned  in  1871.     First  minister  ordained  Sept  1871. 

j  ^OE  KiKOABTH. — Sanctioned  in  1868.     First  minister  ordained  Nov.  1871. 

^  CeoiTHiAD. — Sanctioned  in  1871.     First  minister  ordained  Jan.  1872. 

^  ^usQOW,  SiGHTHiLL. — Sanctioned  in  187 1.    First  minister  ordained  Feb.  1872. 

It  ia  to  be  understood  that  the  ministers  of  these  charges  shall  be  sub- 
M  to  the  Act  III.  Section  2  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1877. 

Ihe  Committee^  having  regard  to  the  last  General  Assembly's  Act  as 
to  the  relation  of  congregations,  formerly  Reformed  Presbyterian,  to  the 
"'Qstentation  Fund^  have,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  congregations,  to 
^commend  that  the  congregations  of  We&t  Church,  Kilhimie^  and  Mac- 
9iukn  Church,  Castle- Douglcu,  be  admitted  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal 
I'lWdend  in  terms  of  the  Assembly's  instructions  thereanent — subject 
^  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  last-mentioned  Act  III.  Section  2  of 
.^semWy  1877. 

The  Committee  subjoin  the  usual  Tables  showing  various  particulars  in 
^^  to  the  Congregations  recommended  for  the  Platform  first  above 
K'Dtluned. 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 

Secrttary, 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 

Lot  of  Chttbch  Extension  and  Territorial  Charges  admitted  to  the  Plat- 
fonn  of  the  Equal  Dividend  uuder  the  Act  X.  of  Aasembly  1863,  and 
rabseqnent  Acts  relating  thereto. 


ilD-EBOEITnrO 
ASGEEOATIONa 


I  AMOntT  IMff. 

;.  Aj«ett»y  (A). .         .        . 
^  Ahteaad  BocbiMnaTcbiii, 

i  UBairudSteDMboU, 
y  Daadc«.  Albwt  Squaz^ 
*■  (iweCm,  •       .        ■ 
rChiikiU. 


I  Hartford.  .       . 
Iv.  Gl^goir.  Wyad  Gbiurcb, 


U.  P6Qoefcihftw«,  BM  Cbnxeh. 


n.  Ambmblt  1868. 


13.  CbapdhaJL 


HL  AauHBiT  166T. 
I?.  Penh,  Knox'i  Ofaniefa, 
I8tnth,etc.,       .        . 
Lx  OlMfow.  Tooag  Bcrevt, 


IT.  AmmiT  1S68. 
1^  tiifcintffloch.  St  AndnwV, 

^  Battnd,  . 


S.  Oh^w,  CiMhDfln. 


Amount 

promised  or 

BdJnsted 

when 

(h«  Sebednle 

panedtbe 

Committee. 


£70  0  0 
80  17  6 
80    0    0 


80 
86 

96 
60 
80 
80 
60 


0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£70  0 

100  0 

168  0 

ISO  0 

80  0 


£110  0 

60  0 

60  0 

100  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£771    6    6 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£682    0    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


£320    0    0 


£160  0  0 

ns  0  0 

140  0  0 

lis  0  0 


Amount 
of  Contri- 
bution for 
year  prior  to 
adminion 

to  the 
Platform. 


£640    0    C 


£78    4  11 

68    7  1 

62    8  6 

70  8  8 
109  14  3 

87    9  7 

62    0  0 

71  6  8 
86  6  6 
68  16    9 


£728  10    6 
126    0    0 


£95    8    4 

51  10    6 

100  11  10 

115    8    6 

80    0    0 


£442  19    8 


£106    0    0 

88    5  11 

99  10    6 

108    0    0 


£394  16    4 


£160  10  1 

124    0  0 

56    1  0 

116  12  0 


£446    8  1 

104    2  8 

133  19  6 

77    7  8 


Contribattons  to  the  Sustentation  Fund 
for  the  year  to  16th  May  1879,  with 
the  increase  or  decrease,  comparing 
that  Sum  with  the  amount  promised 
or  adjusted  when  the  Schedule  passed 
the  Committee. 


Tear  to 

16th  May 

1879. 


£66    0 

97    0 

95  17  2 
112  18  3 
121  18 

91    0 

60    2 

82  19  9 
160    0    0 

62  18  11 


0 
0 


£939  14  11 
96    0    0 


£110    5 

158  19 

197  10 

101    8    9 

67    8    0 


£686    6    6 


£120    0    0 

19  11    8 

104    8    8 

84    a  10 


£278    4    2 


£184    6  7 

120    4  7 

115  10  0 

98    3  4 


£463    4 

6 

124    6 

0 

160    1 

8 

114  12 

0 

Increase. 


£16    2  6 

16  17  2 

32  18  8 

86  10  7 

•  •   •  • 

0    2  8 

2  19  9 

70    0  0 

2  18  11 


£177    9    5 


£40  5  0 
58  19  6 
86  10    4 


£134  14    9 


£10    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

44    8    8 


£54    8    8 


a  • 


Decrease. 


£6    0    0 


4    0    0 


•  • 

«  • 

£9 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

•   ■   •  • 


£18  11    8 
12  17    0 


£31    8    8 


£80    8    4 

•  •  •  • 

66  16    8 


£96    4    6 


£16  18  6 

17  16  5 
24  10  0 

18  16  8 


£76  15    6 
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Gontributione  to  the  8iiit«Dt«aaB  Fatd 

Amount 

Amount 

for  the  year  to  15th  Hay  1879.  vitii 
the  increase  or  deereaae,  oompahai 

promised  or 

of  Contri- 

that Sum  with  the  Mnoant  promifed  ' 

AIDRBCBiyiNO 
CONaRBGATIONS. 

mdjuated 

when 

the  Schedule 

paiioed  the 

bution  for 

year  prior  to 

admlwion 

or  adjusted  when  the  Sefaednle  pMsd 
the  Committee. 

to  the 

1 

Committee. 

Platform. 

Year  to 

IStbMay 

Increase. 

Decnm 

1879. 

' 

v.  AUBMBLT  1869. 

28.  Ancmm 

£90 

0    0 

£98  14    5 

£65    6    0 

•  •  •  • 

£24  U  0  . 

39.  Ab«rlour 

70 

0    0 

70    0    0 

71  10    0 

£1  10    0 

*  ■  • 

30.  Bobum,    .... 

TO 

0    0 

70    0    0 

TO    0    0 

e  •  •  • 

.  •  •  • 

31.  HiUentone, 

70 

0    0 

93    0    0 

111    0    0 

41     0    0 

....      1 

82.  TsrUnd 

80 

0    0 

117    0    0 

TO    0    0 

a  •  •  e 

10   0   0 

38.  Olaagow,  Bridgegale, 

VI.    A88BMBLT1870. 

176 

0    0 

151)  19    0 

141  10    T 

•  •  •  • 

33   9  i 

£555 

0    0 

£590  18    5 

£529    5    T 

£42  10    0 

£68   1  9 

84.  Salen  and  Toromy,   . 

£58 

0    0 

£67  17    7 

£55  10    0 

•  •  •  • 

£2  10   0 

35.  MontroM,  St.  Paul**. 

80 

0    0 

151    e    8 

154  10    1 

£74  10    1 

•  •  •  « 

86.  Olaagow.  Ljron  Street, 

77 

0    0 

86    1    5 

67    4  10 

•  •   «  > 

9 15  : 

ST.  Colta,         .... 

130 

0    0 

120    0    0 

151    0    8 

21     0    S 

•  »  •• 

38.  New  Pitdigo,     . 

90 

0    0 

90    0    0 

TO    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

20   0  0 

VII.  AS8BVBLT  1871. 

90 
£525 

0    0 

92    9  11 

100    2    6        10    2    6 

•  •  •  « 

0    0 

<£597  15    T 

£598    7    8    £106  12  10 

£5?   5  J' 

1 

r 

40.  KIrkMwald.       .        ... 

£66 

0    0 

£66    0    0 

£66    0    0 

•  •   •  • 

41.  Oarlops,    .... 

70 

0    0 

TO    0    0 

60    1    6 

•  •  •  • 

£9  W  « , 

42.  Btobhm.    .... 

SO 

0    0 

84  18  10 

90    0    6 

£10    0    6 

43.  Armadale, 

VIII.  Abbbmblt  1872. 

120 

0    0 

100    S    5 

120    0    0 

•  •    a  • 

1 
•  •  •• 

£836 

0    0 

£821    2    8 

£886    2    0 

£10    0    6 

£9  IS  «' 

44.  Dalrjmple, 

£60 

0    0 

£62    6    9 

£60  11    0 

£0  11    0 

•  •  •• 

49.  Dundee,  Wrllgate.    . 

100 

0    0 

100    S    9 

99  18    1 

•  •  «  • 

£0   6  11 

46.  0  largo V,  BroomieUw. 

100 

0    0 

100    8    9 

86  IT  10 

63   2  i 

47.  Greenock,  Grawfordsbum, 

100 

0    0 

119    T  11 

141    2    1 

41     2    1 

•  •  •  * 

48.  Newtyle.  .... 

80 

0    0 

81  11    8 

Tl    0    0 

•  •   •  • 

9   0  ( 

49.  Kilberry  and  Soutb  Knap- ) 
dale f 

IX.  Ambmblt  1878. 

65 

0    0 

60  17    6 

T8    7    0 

6    7    0 

•  »  •  * 

£505 

0    0 

£524  15  11 

£482  11    0 

£50    0    1 

£72   9   1 

50.  Whttbom, 

X.  A08B11BLT  1874. 

£80 

0    0 

£100    0    0 

£49    6  11 

•  «  •  • 

£30  13   1 

61.  Soutb  Uiit, 

£106 

0    0 

£107    T    5 

£39    8    4 

•  «  •  • 

£56  1«   8 

52.  BuAby.       .... 

105 

0    0 

110    0    0 

110    0    0 

£5    0    0 

•  «  •  • 

68.  BiBbopbiiggi,    . 

100 

0    0 

108    0    0 

120    0    0 

20    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

64.  Geanrie,     .... 

80 

0    0 

80    0    0 

T6  18    9 

•  •  •  • 

4    6    I 

66.  Greenock,  Nortb  Cburcb, 
XL  Absbvblt  1875. 

100 

0    0 

110    T    1 

100    7  10 

0    7  10 

•  »  •  » 

£491 

0    0 

£515  14    6 

£445    4  11 

£25    7  10 

£71    111 

• 

56.  Loohend  and  New  Abbey, 

£120 

0    0 

£127  19    6 

£136  10    6 

£15  19    6 

•  •  •  • 

57.  Dumfries,  South  Gb., 

160 

0    0 

12T    4    8 

125    1    2 

•  •  •  « 

£84  IS  19 

58.  AUngton   and   Crawford-) 
jobn,    .        .        .        .  r 

80 

0    0 

112  19    4 

116    0    2 

86    9    2 

•  •  •  * 

59.  Strathdon  and  Glenbueket, 

80 

0    0 

80    0    0 

80  10    0 

0  10    0 

•  *  •  • 

60.  Aberdeen,  Gallowgate, 

100 

0    0 

105  15    0 

101    0    0 

1    0    0 

•  •  •« 

61.  Kemnay 

• 

100 

0    0 

115  14    0 

101  16    0 

116    0 

k  •  «  « 

£640 

1 

0    0 

£669  12    1 

£660  16  10 

£55  14    8 

£54  18  K 

I.-S 


APPENDIX. 


AID-KBCSITIVO 
COSORKGATIOMS. 

Amoant 

pcomlaed  or 

adjusted 

wh«a 

the  Schedule 

paaacdtbe 

Committee. 

Amount 

of  Cooui- 

butioD  for 

year  prior  to 

admiieion 

to  tha 
Platform. 

Contribuaona  to  the  Suatentation  Fund 
for  the  year  to  15th  May  1879.  with 
the  incre^ae  or  deereaae.  comparing 
that  Sum  with  the  amoant  promised 
or  adjusted  when  the  Sehedule  passed 
the  Committee. 

Tear  to 

15th  May 

1879. 

Inoreaie. 

Deoreaie. 

III.  iauMUT  187flL 

«1  Gk«ow.  MMdonald  Ch., . 
M  laTMMM,  Wc«  Cborcb, . 

£100    0 
100    0 
110    0 
120    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

£120    0 

54  18 

181  18 

140  17 

0 
0 
8 
0 

£08  19  11 

67  15    9 

100    0    0 

138    8    0 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  « 

•  •  •  • 

£18    2    0 

£7    0    1 
38    4    8 
10    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

£430    0 

0 

£487    7 

8 

£898  17    8 

£18    8    0 

£49    4    4 

Xm.  Ambmbit  1877. 
•  b^v.  Coweaddena,     . 
r            Dennbloao, 
atritetivOaaUe^    . 

£100    0 

150    0 

90    0 

0 
0 
0 

£160    0 

176    1 

97    0 

0 

* 

i 

0 

£158  10    0 

149  18    0 

98    0    0 

£58  10    0 

*  •   ■  • 

8    0    0 

•  ■  •  • 

£0    7    0 

■  •  •  • 

£340    0 

0 

£433    1 

7 

£401    8    0 

£61  10    0 

£0    7    0 

UT.  Amsmbit  1878. 
•  ibodtM,  BatharfoM.     . 
^H»«kk;WcMPon, 
IWtACalder,    . 
riBota,      .       .        .         , 

n  UttgfofiBaaui, 
iOttpdwa. 

£180    0 
100    0 
80    0 
80    0 
70    0 
110    0 
75    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£168    0 
120    0 

98    0 
103    0 

84    e 
111  18 

84    6 

0 
0 
4 
0 
6 
S 
5 

£118    5    8 
ISO    0    0 
90  16    5 
96    2    0 
85  15    0 
119    2    3 
90     8    0 

«  •  •  • 

20    0    0 
10  16    5 
16    2    0 
15  15    0 
9    2    8 
15    8    0 

£11  14    4 

£645    0 

0 

£762  11 

6 

£720    9    4 

£87    8    8 

£11  14    4 

XT.  Ambmbit  1879. 

rtWejabto, 

T-TdlenM.          .        .         . 

-i  IneblokM,      .        . 

•«  foith  and  WUMDtown.  . 

^^ftt.      .       .        .        . 

>i  KilalnoBdl,   . 

0  Lr«bcaplMad.Uartjr«'.  . 

H  I^iniiMca.Mait7n'.. 

£30    0 
110    0 
100    0 

80    0 
100    0 
100    0 
100    0 

84    0 
161    0 
140    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

•  •    •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •   •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

«  •  «  • 

•  «   •  • 

£82  13    6 
108  18    6 

98    1    1 
104  18    7 
107  17    0 
157    1    4 
150    0    0 

93  17    6 
161    0    0 
140    0    0 

£<  18    6 

•  •   •  • 

•  •   •  • 

84  13    7 

7  17    0 

57    1    4 

50    0    0 

9  17    6 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

*  •    •  • 

£16    6 
1  18  11 

.... 

£1005   0 

0 

•  •  •  ■ 

£115817   6 

£198    8  11 

£3    5    5 
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REPORT  ON  PLATFORM  OF  THE  EQUAL  DIVIDEND. 


I.-I 


No.  II. 

List  or  Covobeoations  admitted  as  Self-SiiBtainiog  Charges  to  the  Platfonn  6 
the  Equal  Dividend  by  the  Oeneral  Assemblies  of  1865  to  1879  induaire. 


CONGBEGATIONS. 


L    A88BMBLT  1865. 

1.  Olaagow,  KdTiniide, 

S.        „        Weat  Church,     . 

S.  BentoD,  OaeUe  Ohuieh,    . 

4.  Broaghfiy      Feirj,      East ) 

Church.  .       .  f 

5.  Olaigow,  OoUegt  Ohurdh,  . 


XL  AB8BIIBI.T  1866. 

6.  Blairgowrie,  South  Church. 

7.  Heleniburgh,  Park  Church, 


IIL  Absbmblt  1887. 

8.  iDTcrgordon,     . 

IT.  Absbmblt  1868. 

9.  Klngawalls, 

10.  Arbroath.  Knozl  Ghorob, 

11.  InnoUan,    .      .       .       . 


T.  Abbbmblt  1869. 

IS.  Aberdeen,  High  Ghttrch, 

13.  Hawick,  St.  Andrew's, 

14.  Bdisburgh,  BoseburOp 


YI.  Absbmblt  1870. 
16.  Olaagow,  Kinning  Park, 

16.  „        Trinity.     . 

17.  Edinburgh.  Grange, 

18.  Partiok,  High  Church. 

19.  Cathcart, . 


TIL  ASSBMBLT  1871. 
30.  Airdrie,  Broomknoll, 

YItL  Absbmblt  1872. 

21.  Glasgow,  Queen's  Park,    . 

IX.  Absbmblt  1873. 

22.  BdlnbttXgh,  Siookbridge,    . 


Amount 

promised  or 

adjusted 

when 

the  Schedule 

passed  the 

Committee. 


£319  0  0 

800  0  0 

160  0  0 

eso  0  0 

974  0  0 


£2383  0    0 


£306    0    0 
144    0    0 


£449    0    0 


£160    0    0 


£160  0  0 
180  0  0 
160    0    0 


£480    0    0 


£270  0  0 
160  0  0 
100    0    0 


£620    0    0 


£160 
167 
142 
225 
160 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 

0 


£884   0    0 


£120    0    0 


£150    0    0 


Contributions 

for  Tear 

prior  to  ad 

miastoB 

to  the 

Platfonn. 


£601  5  I 
210  1  0 
160    9    8 

208  19  10 

900  14    4 


£1981   9    6 


£252    0    0 

285    6    6 


£687    5    6 


£150    1     8 


£166  0  0 
151  6  6 
148    6    7 


£449  16    1 


£269  12  10 
160  0  0 
192  14    2 


£612    7    0 


£158  0 
176  10 
462  10 
226    8 


9 

4 
0 
6 


196  14    8 


£1219   8  10 


£160    6  10 


£160    0    0 


£150    0    0    £286  18    2 


Contributions 

for  Tear  to 

16ib  May 

1879. 


onii>paring 
the  Contri- 
butlom  of 
1879  with 
the  amount 
promised. 


£1269  17 
348  10 
159    4 

482  17 

1645    7 

£3906  if 


7 
1 
9 

S 

8 

1. 


£290    8    0 
589    8    0 

£879  11    0 


£168    7  10 


£92    0    0 
188    0    2 

167    0    0 


£887    0    2 


£287  10  0 
197  0  0 
262  IS    3 


£787    S    3 


£216  16  e 
114  17  2 
688  0  11 
219  6  7 
151    1    9 


£1340    2  11 


£164    5  10 


£314    7    4 


£383    4    8    £238    4    8 




iS960  17    7 
48  10    1 


671    7    8 


£1670  16    4 


DCCTSftW, 

ooDpsriBg 

batioofof 

1879  «idt 

IhSSBOOBt 

pttmated. 


147  2  i^ 


£446    8    0 


£446    8    0 


£18    7  10 


£147  IS  0 

1 


£14 1:  0 


^4 


^ 


£68   0   I 

41  19  Ij 


£7    0    0 


£7    0    0 


£17  10    6 

47    0    0 

162  18    8 


£217     8    8 


£99  19  1 


£66  16    6  ) 
496  "O  11 

•  •   •  • 

119 


£5S   SI 

•  •  •  • 

<  13 


£663  19    2  I    £37  U 


£44    6  10 


£164    7    4 


I't 


APPENDIX. 


Amount 

/^Afttel  Kn  1 1  nna 

Inereaie, 

Deereaae, 

promiaedor 

for  T^kT 

Uontribntlona 

comparing 

eoroparing 

CONG&BOATION& 

adiusted 

when 

the  Bobedule 

prior  to  ad- 
minion 
to  the 
Platform. 

for  Tear  to 
16ihMaj 

1070 

the  Contri- 
boUon*  of 
1879  with 

the  Contri- 
butions of 
1879  with 

paased  the 

Xo/v> 

the  amount 

the  amoont 

CommittM. 

promised. 

promised. 

X.  laws&T  1871 

• 

13.  AbcrdMB.  Sathrieaton.       . 

£160    0    0 

£166  18    1 

£188    7 

1 

£36    7    1 

•  •  •  • 

XL  AiiBiiBi.T  1876. 

a  DoiMfee,  11  'Che>  n*  M«niL , 

£120    0    0 

£806    1  10 

£306  16  11 

£186  16  11 

i^  GiMgow,  Buooy  Ghtircb,  . 

100    0    0 

220    8    0 

186  13 

2 

85  13    2 

•  •  ■  • 

£S20    0    0 

£626    9  10 

£492  10 

1 

£272  10    1 

•  •  «  • 

III.  AiniiBfcT  1S77. 

.   Gh^DV,  PttUoctaht6Ma>     . 

£100    0    0 

£246  12    0 

£400    0 

0 

£800    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

XIIL  AnuEBLT  1878. 

r  KJauiBock,  Oiaaf e. 

£160    0    0 

£201  17    6 

£204  16 

0 

£44  16    0 

•\  >kf  u,  8l  Mmt*!,    . 

100    0    0 

268    5  10 

288    1 

8 

188    1    8 

u.  iMmbtinoD,  Nonh  Oh.,     . 

167    0    0 

222  10    7 

226  16 

8 

68  16    8 

^  fta^ow,  PkU«7  RoAd, 

100    0    0 

218    8    0 

133    8 

6 

133    8    6 

:  ibertMO.  PttnyhUl, 

UO    0    0 

286    7    0 

299    6 

3 

149    6    3 

1  SmqUioo,  Banbttak, 

186    0    0 

237  16    1 

200  14 

8 

14  14    8 

4  tdiAbBXfh.  Majfldd, 

186    0    0 

381  18    0 

437    1 

0 

261    1    0 

£1089   0    0 

£1761  17  11 

£1839   3 

3 

£800    8    8 

«  •  •  • 

Xnr.— AsmiB&T  18T0. 

K  Gtai|ow,  GL  Waitera  Road, 

£167    0    0 

£603  10 

2 

£346  10    2 

•  •  •  • 

/  Ghifow.  Ok  Hamilton  St. 

160    0    0 

216  18 

5 

86  18    6 

•  «  •  • 

200    0    0 

276    6 

8 

76    6    8 

•  •  •  • 

'>■      Do.     Bl  0«oife'i  Road, 

200    0    0 

200    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

•  ft  •  • 

'     Da     Reniriek  Obureb, 

200    0    0 

200    8 

2 

0    3    2 

•  •  •  • 

'*     Do.     Bam»«fleldy 

187    0    0 

187    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

«-•  Uinbuih.  Martyr"*, 

200    0    0 

202    0 

0 

2    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

<].  iJrecMck;  Hactyz't.  . 

200    0    0 

180    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

£20    0    0 

^  Pen  Ghi«a«,  Nawark,     . 

128    0    0 

128    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

^^  Pftidtj.  Oakdiaw  Sirwt,  . 

200    0    0 

200    0 

0 

•  •  •« 

•  •  •  • 

U  B«Di<ia.Ii«T«n»ide,   . 

200    0    0 

200    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

i:  DoBdM,  Manji"*,     . 

163    0    0 
£2205    0   0 

162  18 

6 

•  •  «  • 

0    1    7 

•  •  •  • 

£2646  11 

S 

£461  18    0 

£20    1    7 

l-B 
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REPORT  ON  PLATFORM  OF  THB  EQUAL  DIVIDEND, 


K-1 


No.   III. 


List  or  Gonorioations  placed  under  the  proyiBions  of  Act  VIII.  of  ABsembly 
1876,  as  modified  by  Act  IlL  Section  2  of  Assembly  1877. 


Amount 

Oontribations 

Increase  on 

DeeresMOB, 

promlMd  or 

for  Tear  prior 

Oontribations 

amount 

amonst   ' 

0ONGRROATION8. 

adJnated  when 

the  Schedule 

passed  the 

toadminlon 

to  the 
proTisions  of 

^#^^aavs  •^^••■•^'■■iw 

for  Year  to 
16th  Mfty  1879. 

promised  to 

Fond  as  In 

first  column. 

promiiedM 
Fund  wis 
first  oolaBB. 

Committee. 

said  Acts. 

1 

1.  Kate,      . 

£00    0    0 

£66    0    0 

£60    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

j 

S.  Fortlngal, 

00    0    0 

46    S    0 

65  16 

0 

£16  16    0 

■  «  •  • 

8.  Oleooapla, 

80    0    0 

80  13    6 

80    0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

.  •  »  • 

4.  Minard,  . 

80    0    0 

62    0    0 

61  12 

■  •  •  • 

£36   8  0 

5.  Coekbarnipath, 

65    0    0 

60    0    0 

60    S 

»  •  •  • 

4  17  S 

6.  LiTlngatone,    . 

96    0    0 

78    8  11 

60  10 

-  •   •• 

84  10  0 

T.  Saline.    . 

TO    0    0 

124    1    6 

105    4 

8«    4    7 

....      [ 

8.  Glaimblel. 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

80    0 

•  •  ■  • 

•  «  ■  • 

9.  Alford,    . 

90    0    0 

91  17    6 

88    1 

•  •    •• 

118  T 

10.  Blairdafl; 

70    0    0 

60    4  10 

68    0 

•  •   •  • 

2   0   0 

11.  OUm,      . 

76    0    0 

69  10    0 

81  18 

6  IS    6 

1 
•  •  •* 

IS.  Bandtank,      . 

100    0    0 

124    0    0 

110    0 

10    0    0 

■  •  •  • 

18.  Dvrrit,   . 

80    0    0 

80    0    0  • 

80    0 

•    •     •    V 

•  •  •  ■ 

14.  Dalton.  . 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

70    S 

•  •  •  « 

8  16  i 

16.  Skirling. 

60    0    0 

101    7  10 

87  19 

7  19    5 

•  .  «  • 

16.  Portmoak. 

67    0    0 

67    6    2 

72    0 

6    0    0 

•  •  •• 

IT.  Logiealmond, 

70    0    0 

86    S    9 

73    4 

3    4    6 

•  •  •  • 

18.  Bracadale,      . 

60    0    0 

•  ■  •  • 

48    0 

•  •  «  • 

2   6  ft 

19.  Orange,  . 

67    0    0 

4  18    7 

66  18 

1  18    8 

•. .  • 

20.  Tarbolton^ 

60    0    0 

76  17    6 

16  16 

•  •  •  « 

34    4  < 

21.  EdteU,    . 

60    0    0 

41  16    2 

7  16 

a  •   «  • 

58    4  1 

88.  UonimaU,       . 

64    0    0 

78  16    8 

98  14 

28  14    4 

i. .. 

S3.  St.  Fergus,     . 

88  10    0 

84    7  11 

88  11 

0    16 

. .  * . 

24.  Buoklyvie, 

90    0    0 

90    0    0 

90    0 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

S6.  Ballater, 

75    0    0 

75    0    0 

6S10 

•  ■as 

12  IM 

S6.  Tongland, 

88    0    0 

80  12  11 

112    6 

24    5    6 

•  •  •  • 

S7.  Bowden, 

60    0    0 

60    4    2 

61  16 

1  16    7 

•  •  •  • 

S8.  Fort  Aogostiu, 

78    0    0 

48    4 

«  •    •  ■ 

24  15  1 

29.  Towie,  etc.     . 

60  '0    0 

48    2 

•  ■  •  ■ 

16  IT  • 

80.  Oerer,      . 

70    0    0 

60  10 

•  •  •  • 

B  10  • 

81.  Tetho]m, 

100    0    0 

60    0 

•  «  •  • 

80  0  » 

8S.  Oromar, . 

60    0    0 

60    S 

10    2    9 

•  ■  •« 

83.  Eoolet,    . 

62    0    0 

71  18 

6 

19  13    6 

•  ■  «  ■ 

£353  11  1»  [ 

£2369  10    0 

£ 

£2287    3 

1 

,£171     4  11 

1 

No.  I.-P 
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REPORT 


OP 


THE  SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 

On  Remit  of  the  General  Assembly  anent 
Congregations  in  Shetland^ 


MAY  16«0< 


Is  Shetland  there  are  nine  oharges  of  the  Free  Church,  three  of  which 
^  the  Sostentation  Fond  Eqnal  Dividend  for  their  ministers.  Indeed, 
a^  the  death  of  Dr.  James  Ingram,  the  charge  at  Unst  had  two  Eqnal 
kvideDds,  the  only  oharge,  with  one  exception,  in  the  Free  Church 
fcopjing  sQch  a  position,  and  an  exception  to  the  role  that  only  one 
ifideDd  shall  be  available  for  any  one  cnarge. 

Tlie  present  position  of  Shetland  in  relation  to  the  Snstentation  Fund 
!■  foUowB : — 


Cnsl,  . 

LenHdt, 

Weiadale, 


Equal  Dividend  Charges. 


£160  0  0 
160  0  0 
160    0    0 


Charges  not  on  the  Equal  Dividend 


C0K6BEGATION& 

1 

AUowaiice  ttom 
•  Fond. 

Contribailons  for 
1870. 

TOTi^L. 

'  CoosingBbiirgh, 

£117    0    0 

£26    0' 

3 

£143    6    3 

l>dtiiig,  .... 

117    0    0 

15  13 

9 

132  13    9 

rhTTimwiii  WW 

117    0    0 

20  10 

6 

137  10    6 

FetUr,    .        .        .        , 

117    0    0 

27  12 

6 

144  12    6 

Willi,     ...        . 

117    0    0 

9    0 

0 

126    0    0 

Yell,       ...        . 

117    0    0 

15  18 

2 

132  18    2 

L-F 
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• 

Besides,  Mr.  Ingram  at  Unst  has  obtaiDed  a  grant  of  £40  to  ud  in 
employing  an  assistant 

In  regard  to  the  fntnre,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that,  as  there  an 
two  Congregations  at  Unst,  six  miles  apart,  and  each  of  them  laiger  thsa 
any  other  Congregation  in  Shetland,  each  of  them  should  be  erected  into 
a  separate  charge.  This  would  make  the  charges  in  the  Presbytery  tec 
Farther,  there  should  be  four  instead  of  three  Equal  Dividend  ChaifO, 
the  divuiends  being  allocated  as  arranged  in  1874,  namely,  that  wheoj 
any  minister  receiving  the  Equal  Dividend  dies,  or  is  translated,  or  his 
charge  becomes  vacant  otherwise,  the  Equal  Dividend  previously  pay- 
able to  him  shall  go  to  the  then  senior  minister  in  Shetland  not  receiying 
the  Equal  Dividend ;  except  in  the  case  of  Lerwick,  which  shall  be  peri 
manently  an  Equal  Dividend  Charge.  If  the  stipends  were  arranged  on 
this  footing  they  would  be  as  follows : — 

Equal  Dividend  CAaf^ef.^— Lerwick  ;^  Unst,  First  Charge;  Weiadile^ 
Dnnrossness. 

Charges  not  on  the  Equdt  Dividend,' — Ministers  of  which  to  receiv^ 
each  £87,  and  the  Supplementary  Sustentation  Fund  in  addition  to  the 
Congregational  Contributions.  Unst,  Second  Charge ;  Conningsburgh ; 
Delting ;  Fetlar  ;  Walls ;  Yell,  all  on  the  same  footing. 

This  will  relieve  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  grants  paid  bj 
them  to  Dunrossness  and  Fetlar.  I 

A  schedule,,  as  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy^  shall  be  transmitted  to  tlK 
Congregations  which  fall  to  be  admitted  in  turn  to  the  Platform  of  tbi 
Equal  Dividend.. 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 

iSecretafy. 


No.  n. 
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REPORT 


OR 


THE  EDUCATIO]^^    SCHEME, 


MAY  1880. 


Fum— At  the  end  of  Mftrch  1879  the  Committee  had  »  balance  at 
tkir  credit  of  £2971,  Is.  6d.  The  last  General  Assembly  did  not  con- 
^  it  aeoessary  to  appoint  a  collection  to  be  made  for  the  Scheme ;  bnt, 
is  their  Act  on  the  snbject,  they  declared  that  *'  the  omission  of  a  collec- 
ts for  Uie  funds  of  the  Education  Committee  is  due  exclusirely  to  the 
eitamstance  of  the  Committee  having  at  present  funds  in  hand  to  meet 
tk  deoiods  on  them  during  the  year."  There  being  no  collection,  the 
iaoome  for  the  year  now  ended  has  been  comparatively  small.  Congre- 
ptioiui  oontributions  have  amounted  to^  £308,  Is.  2d. ;  legacies  and 
^iooadoQi,  to  £848,  19s.  9d. ;  interest  on  investments,  etc.,  to  £84,2,  lOs. 
^i;  the  entire  income,  under  the  control  of  the  Committee,  being  thus 
iU99,  lis.  6d. 

In  addition,  the  Committee  have  received  (1.)  £42,  158.  5d.  from  opn- 

ilRsatioas  in  connection  with  which  schools  are  still  carried  on ;  and  (2.) 

1672,  lOs.  from  the  Ladies'  Society  for  the  Religious  Improvement  of 

it  Highlands  and  Islands.     These  sums,  however,  form  no  part  of  the 

KreDue  which  is  available  for  the  work  of  the  Committee.     They  are 

fireQ  ^r  the  special  purpose  of  being  handed  over  to  the  teachers  either 

•f  the  elementary  day-schools,  which  are  nominally  connected  with  the 

.Sebeme,  or  of  the  Ladies'  Schools.    The  number  of  the  former  (Appendix 

h.  L]  has  lallen  from  28  in  1879  to  22  in  1880.     The  teachers  of  these 

.•cbooU  receive  payments,  which  in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  sent  in  by 

(k  OQDgregation  to  the  Fund.    In  the  course  of  the  year,  applications  for 

>iiiitkmal  grants  were  received  from  the  teachers  of  two  schools ;  and,  after 

■Itttfal  consideration,  the  Committee  adopted  a  minute  (Appendix  No.  II.), 

■b  which  they  referred  to  the  deliverances  of  successive  General  Assemblies 

'^  the  sobjeot,  and  stated  that ''  being  convinced  that  it  is  not  the  desire 

|if  the  Charch  that  aid  should,  in  present  circa mstances,  be  given  towards 

|t^  carrying  on  of  any  elementary  schools,  they  find  themselves  precluded 

rteeoiaplying  with  the  applications  before  them,  or  with  any  other  appH- 

1       2  A 
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cations  of  a  similar  kind."  The  schools  referred  to  are  all,  so  fu  as  ll^e 
Education  Fund  is  concerned,  at  least  self-supporting,  and  the  pecaniary 
responsibility  in  regard  to  them  rests  entirely  with  the  local  parties,  at 
whose  instance,  and  under  whose  management,  they  are  being  coDtinaed. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  has  been  £2836, 5&  lid. 
This  sum  inclndes  (1.)  Retiring  allowances  to  aged  and  infirm  teacbeis; 
(2.)  Additional  grant  in  respect  of  the  new  Normal  School  boildioss, 
Edinburgh,  £1000 ;  (3.)  Scholarships  at  Edinburgh  Normal  Schools,  £11; 
and  (4.)  General  charges  and  expenses  of  management,  £343, 158.  ii 
The  expenditure  for  the  year  has  thus  exceeded  the  income  bt 
£1336,  148.  5d.,  and  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Committee  has  been 
reduced  from  £2971,  Is.  6d.  to  £1634,  Ts.  Id. 

The  two  chief  items  of  expenditure  have  been  (a.)  Betiring  allow&non 
to  aged  and  infirm  teachers,  and  (&.)  The  grant  for  the  new  Normil 
School  buildings. 

(&)  Betiring  Allowances, — In  the  report  presented  to  last  Genen 
Assembly  it  was  stated  that  there  were  52  teachers  in  receipt  of  retmof 
allowances,  amounting  to  £1146.  During  the  past  year  three  of  tbes 
retired  teachers  have  died.  There  remain  on  the  list  49,  whose  allowance 
amount  to  £1101  (Appendix  No.  III.).  A  full  opportunity  has  been  give: 
to  all  who  considered  themselves  entitled  to  retiring  allowances  to  lodg 
their  applications,  and  the  Committee  must  now  hold  the  list  closed 
But  in  addition  to  those  who  are  already  in  receipt  of  such  allowaoeet 
there  are  a  few  teachers  to  whom  grants  have  been  voted  which  tt 
begin  to  be  paid  when  their  retirement  becomes  necessary,  and  it  is  0i 
pected  that  for  some  years  between  £1100  and  £1200  will  be  annnsB} 
required  to  pay  the  retiring  allowances  which  have  been  awarded.  Ai 
claims  of  the  aged  and  infirm  teachers — ^in  respect  of  the  loss  sastfli*! 
by  them  at  the  Disruption,  their  long  and  faithful  service  as  teacbean 
connection  With  the  Free  Church,  and  the  straitened  circumstaQces  v 
which  many  of  them  are  now  placed — ^have  been  so  fiilly  referred  toi 
former  reports,  and  so  cordially  acknowledged  by  the  Church,  that  tk 
Committee  consider  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  on  this  occasion  than  xA 
to  the  statement  (Appendix  No.  lY.),  explaining  the  general  regnUtio' 
under  which  retiring  allowances  were  granted,  and  express  their  confide 
hope  that  the  continued  liberality  of  the  Church  will  enable  tbem 
make  full  and  regular  payments  to  the  recipients. 

(i.)  Payments  for  New  Buildings  at  Moray  House, — It  was  stated 
the  report  presented  to  last  General  Assembly  that  the  Committee  h 
voted  an  additional  grant  of  £1000  out  of  the  Education  Fund  toirsi 
meeting  the  cost  of  the  new  buildings  in  connection  with  the  N 
Department,  Moray  House.  This  sum  was  duly  paid.  But  the  viM 
of  the  Committee  to  defray  at  once  the  whole  cost  of  the  new  build' 
and  of  the  remodelling  of  the  premises  used  for  the  practising  de 
has  rendered  it  necessary  to  overdraw  the  Bank  Account  of  the 
burgh  Normal  School, — the  deficiency  at  the  end  of  December  last 
£2219,  Os.  6d.  The  Committee,  having  regard  to  the  retiring  alio 
which  require  to  be  paid  at  Whitsunday,  do  not  see  their  way  at  prei 
to  clear  off  this  debt  by  a  further  grant  from  the  Education  Fund.  1 
delay,  however,  involves  the  payment  of  a  heavy  charge  for  interest ;  « 
the  Committee  hope  that  the  Church  will  soon  put  it  within  their  po« 
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to  gif0  nch  a  fartW  grant  as  will  entirely  get  rid  of  this  deficiency. 
The  Dew  premises  are  giyins:  great  satisfaction  to  all  concerned ;  and 
the  foUowiog  remarks  of  H.  M.  Inspector,  Dr.  Wilson,  in  his  last 
poblisbed  report  to  the  Scotch  Edacation  Department,  may  be  quoted : — 
*'The  oew  baildings  for  the  College  department  are  handsome,  com- 
modioas,  and  well  adapted  to  meet  the  yarious  requirements  of  an  institn- 
ticQ  attended  by  a  large  number  of  male  and  female  students.  The 
pnedsiog  schools  are  in  course  of  being  remodelled.  Two  large  class- 
ranss  htTe  jost  been  erected,  while  the  lecture-rooms,  formerly  used  by 
tbe  College  department,  haye  been  altered  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  an  elementary  school.  This  additional  accommodation  will  enable  the 
(todeoU  (male  and  female)  to  attend  the  different  departments  more  freely 
tltta  heretofore,  without  interfering  with  each  other,  or  interrupting  in 
1B7  waj  the  ordinary  work  of  the  classes.  The  ventilation  has  been  care- 
^tttende4  ti>,  both  in  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings,  and  in  altering 
^  uUptiDg  the  old  buildings,  while  the  general  sanitary  arrangements 
^Wo  carried  out  under  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  a  com- 
pel practical  man/' 

iiWKIOH    OF    Quf.BN's    SCHOLARS    INTO    NoRMAL     SCHOOLS. — In    the 

1?vti  presented  to  the  last  two  General  Assemblies,  information  was 

sifn  in  regard  to  the  communications  which  had  passed  between  the 

^b  Edacation  Department  and  the  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  the 

*pplr  of  certificated  teachers  for  Scotland,  and  the  number  of  students 

*lK>elK)ald  be  admitted  into  the  training  colleges  connected  with  the 

^  Presbyterian  Churches.     On  the  ground  that  the  number  of  students 

itteoding  these  institutions  was  greater  than  would  be  needed  to  keep  up 

^  requisite  staff  of  certificated  teachers,  the  Department,  in  August 

1^7,  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  from  about  971  to  700, — the  reduc- 

^  to  begin  to  take  effect  at  the  commencement  of  1879  by  the  admis- 

*0D  into  the  colleges  of  each  Church  of  only  17t5  new  students.     The 

tvo  Edncation  Committees,  acting  quite  independently  of  eacho  tber, 

if^e  representations  to  the  Department  against  the  proposal  as  being 

^h  premature  and  too  sweeping;  and,  in  May  1878,  the  Department, 

lie  indicating  that  they  still  intended  "  eyentually  "  to  enforce  the  full 

Qctioo  which  had  been  threatened,  sanctioned  the  admission  in  1879 

215,  instead  of  175,  new  students.     As  reported  to  last  Assembly,  the 

nmittee  intimated  to  the  Department  that  they  still  adhered  to  their 

inion  that  even  this  modified  reduction  was  not  necessary ;  but,  in  the 

Distances^  they  acquiesced  in   the  decision  which  bad   been  come 

and  made  arrangements  for  admitting  into  the  colleges  of  the  Free 

oreh  215  of  the  candidates  who  passed  the  Entrance  Examination  in 

J  1878.     In  the  absence  of  any  communication  from  the  Department, 

mating  a  further  reduction  for  1880,  the  Committee,  after  the  Entrance 

Pounination  in  July  last,  made  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  the  same 

P^berof  new  students (2 15.)    They  were  surprised  to  receiye  in  December 

^intimation  from  the  Department,  that  **  in  the  estimates  which  are  being 

in  to  the  Treasury,  provision  is  made  for  a  vote  on  account  of  only 

^  Dew  studenta"  for  session  1880.     The  Committee  at  once  stated 

they  had  felt  themselves  warranted  in  informing  215  of  the  successful 

idates  that  they  would  be  received  into  the  training  colleges  of  the 

Cbnrch,  and  that,  in  the  circumstances,  it  was  impossible  for  them. 
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80  near  the  oommenoemeDt  of  the  aesrion,  to  intiinate  to  40  of  ihew 
candidates,  that  after  all  they  could  not  be  admitted.  In  reply,  tk< 
Committee  were  informed  that  ^  my  Lords  have  proYided  in  the  eitim&ta 
for  1880-81,  for  215  new  Qaeen's  Scholan  in  1880,'' bnt  that  only  17i 
new  stndents  would  be  allowed  to  be  admitted  in  1881.  The  CommittM, 
after  thanking  their  Lordships  for  thus  removing  the  difficulty  bo  fans 
regarded  the  year  1880,  adopted  a  statement  (Appendix  V.),  giyin?  tt 
length  their  reasons  for  holding,  (1.)  that  the  number  of  stu(lents-430- 
now  admissible  annually  into  the  Presbyterian  Normal  Schools  of  Sootlad 
is  not  lareer  than  the  wants  of  the  country  require ;  and  (2.)  that  tb 
number  oi  trained  teachers  should  not  be  reduced,  on  the  groond  < 
excessive  supply,  to  long  as  the  avenueB  to  the  profuMum,  wkiA  im 
opened  to  meet  a  temporatihf  increased  demand^  remain  undosed. 

A  Deputation  from  the  Committee  were  favoured  with  an  intertrw 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Cbrdon,  Lord  George  Hamfltoo,  u 
the  permanent  Secretary,  Sir  Francis  Sandford,  on  the  27th  Janoai 
last,  and  submitted  a  statement  (Appendix  No.  VL),  a  copyofvhv 
was,  by  desire  of  the  Lord  President,  left  with  His  Ormoe. 

After  a  delay  of  nearly  three  months,  and  just  before  the  change 
Government  which  has  recently  taken  place,  the  Committee  w( 
informed  that  the  Department  adhered  to  their  resolution  to  enforce  t 
full  reduction  which  had  been  intimated. 

The  Committee  are  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  great  importance 
the  educational  interests  of  the  country  of  the  question  at  issue,  and  to 
think  it  only  reasonable  that  before  the  decision  of  the  late  GoTenuw 
is  carried  into  effect,  those  who  are  now  at  the  bead  of  the  Edac<ti 
Department  should  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  considering  the  solje 
in  all  its  bearings.  The  Committee  hold  this  opinion  all  the  M 
strongly,  because  (1.)  there  has  not  yet  been  any  experience  of  ths^ 
of  the  modified  redaction  in  the  number  of  students  which  began  in  iSl 
and  (2.)  the  Scotch  Code,  though  some  of  its  provisions  with  regard; 
the  certificating  of  teachers  have  recently  been  altered  for  the  better,  i 
contains  articles  under  which  persons  who  have  neither  graduated  i 
University  nor  been  trained  at  a  Normal  School,  and  who- are  not  reqol 
to  give  evidence  of  the  requisite  qualification  for  the  office  of  teacher,  \ 
receive  certificates  entitling  them  to  have  charge  of  pupil  teachers, 
indeed,  to  conduct  any  public  echool  in  the  country. 

The  Committee  therefore  propose,  subject  to  the   approval  of 
General  Assembly,  to  request  the  new  Lord  President  and  Vioe-Prefflded 
suspend  for  at  least  one  year  the  euforcing  of  the  redaction  iosistea 
by  the  late  Government,  in  order  that  the  whole  question  as  to  the 
means  of  keeping  up  an  adequate  and  well-qualified  staff  of  oertifio; 
teachers  may  be  fully  considered. 

New  Bdildinob  at  Abbrdbbn. — ^The  Committee  have  the  satis&t 
of  reporting  that  the  new  Normal  School  buildings  sX  Aberdeen  1 
finished  before  the  end  of  1879,  and  have  been  occupied  since  thej 
mencement  of  the  current  Session.  In  acoordance  with  the  arranged 
described  in  former  reports,  the  new  premises,  which  are  commoj 
and  in  every  way  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  inted 
have  been  provided  by  local  parties,  and  are  rented  by  the  Commi 
They  are  conveniently  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  Free  S 
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Chorch  acbool,  which  is  nsed  by  the  stndents  as  a  praoiifiing  school. 
The  cltts-rooms  are  large  and  well  ventilated ;  and  as  the  premises  in 
whieb  tbe  school  had  for  a  time  to  be  carried  on  were  unsuitable  and 
iDcoDTenient,  there  is  eyerj  reason  to  belieye  that  the  removal  to  the 
new  baildiogs  will  tell  very  advantageously  not  only  on  tbe  comfort  and 
be&Itb  of  tbe  students,  bnt  also  on  their  success  in  their  studies. 

Oekihl  opesatioms  of  the  Normal  Schools. — Information  respecting 

(I.)  the  staff  of  lecturers  and  teachers,  (2.)  the  attendance  of  stndents  and 

iMm,  (3.^  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  students  by  H.  M. 

Ifispecturs  u  December  last,  (4.)  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the 

Uttlests  in  religious  knowledge,  and  (5.)  the   course  of  study  therein 

pn«cribed  for  the  current  session,  will  be  found  in  Appendices  Nos.  YII. 

ad  Yni.    The  most  important  change  in  the  teaching  staff  during  the 

^  vu  caosed  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  James  A.  Melville  as  Lecturer 

•Iiglisb,  History,  etc,  at  Moray  House.     The  Committee,  after  very 

ORld  coDsideration,  selected  as  his  successor  Mr.  John  Cowper,  B.A. 

(I^\  Castle-Douglas ;  and  they  feel  great  confidence  that  this  appoint- 

antiill  tend  to  maintain,  and  even  to  increase,  the  high  character 

^  tbe  Institution  has  always  held.     The  Committee  have  the  grati- 

JKioB  of  being  again  able  to  record  their  full  satisfaction  with  the 

^m  of  tbe  Sectors  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  at  all  the 

Jonul  Schools.     It  is  with   pleasure  also  that  the  Committee  report 

iroonblj  of  the  conduct  and  progress  of  the  students  generally,  and  their 

teition  to  both  the  religious  and  the  secular  instructiqn  given  to  them. 

Tbe  Pro^ctus  for  1881  is  given  in  Appendix  No.  IX.     . 

lie  names  of  tbe  students  who  received  University  Bcholarships  frtr 
ie  [ost  Bession,  tbe  classes  which  they  attended,  and  the  honours  which 
ine  of  them  obtained,  are  mentioned  in  Appendix  No..  X.  In  the 
fenntttanoes  of  tbe  Education  Fund,  no  payment  in  respect  of  these 
lAohiisbips  was  made  out  of  it  for  the  year  now  ended.  When  the 
i^rsbips  were  first  given  with  the  view  of  encouraging  the  more  pro- 
mg  of  the  male  students  to  attend  University  Classes,  the  expense 
entirely  on  tbe  Committee,  and  was  paid  out  of  the  Fund.  But, 
n  an  article  which  was  subsequently  introduced  into  the  Code,  the 
part  of  tbe  expenditure  incurred  under  this  head  is  now  borne  by 
Edncation  Department,  and  the  Committee's  share  was  for  one  year 
ed  against  tbe  accounts  of  the  Normal  Schools  at  Edinburgh  and 
gow,  with  tbe  result,  however,  of  increasing  the  deficits  there.  In 
rable  circumstances,  indeed,  the  income  of  the  Normal  Schools  may 
efficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expense  of  their  maintenance  without  aid 
D  tbe  Edncation  Fund.  But  the  portion  of  the  University  Scholai^ 
kps  for  which  tbe  Committee  are  responsible  forms  a  special  expenditure 
M^e  tbe  schools,  and  this  charge  the  funds  of  the  Institution  cannot  be 
peeled  to  bear. 
Taking  into  account  the  various  claims  which  they  have  to  meet  in 
ing  on  tbe  operations  of  the  Scheme,  the  Committee  confidently 
&1  to  tbe  General  Assembly  again  to  commend  the  Education  Fund 
tbe  geoerous  support  of  the  Church. 

In  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Committee, 

THOMAS  MAIN,  Convener. 
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APPENDIX. 


I. — Schocia  now  receiving  Oranta  from  Edueation  Fund  not  exceeiiitg  i% 
amount  the  contributione  of  the  Congregations  with  tchich  they  m 
connected. 


Congr^gatioBB. 


Edinburgh,  Newington, 

8tobbill,» 

Ymtow, 

Bothwell, 

flftmilton, 

Straihayen, 

QUugow— 8u  Hatth«w'i, 

„        Wellpark, 
Dunoon,    •     •• 
Balqabidder,  • 
Calknder, 

Dundee— St.  Jobn*8, 
MontroM-— SL  Jobn^s, 
Skene,   • 
Clony,    • 

HelmwUle, 
Btnihj, 
Latheron, 
Snisort,  . 
Thurio— First, 
Danroaanen,  • 


T«aehen» 


Joeepb  Cbalmen, 
William  Mitchell, 
Archibald  M'Alisfter, 
James  Smith, 
John  Adami^  • 
Archibald  Fleming, 
John  W.  Watt, 
William  Stirton, 
Adam  N.  Arthur, 
Donald  Bobertaon, 
David  B.  Lumaden, 
Jamea  Mesa,  . 
J&mea  Menziea, 
Helen  W.  Brodie, 
John  J.  Fyffe, 
B.  Macdonald, 
Alexander  Boaa, 
George  WKaj^ 
William  M.  Sntherland, 
Norman  Fergnaon, 
William  Dochertj, . 
John  Burgeaa, 


c. 

220 

a 

75 

a 

U 

a 

183 

c. 

617 

a 

192 

M. 

3)4  ■ 

a 

ill 

a 

200 

G 

64 

a 

220 

c. 

191 

c. 

2S2 

c. 

74 

c. 

«; 

0. 

f 

a 

40 

a 

IV 

a 

86. 

a 

67i 

c. 

1 
i 
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II. — Minute  re/erred  to^  jp.  1. 

"1^  Edncation  Committee  Had  under  their  consideration  commnnicationB 
from  the  teachers  of  two  schools  still  carried  on  by  Deacons*  Gonrts,  applying 
for  wftcul  grants  in  addition  to  the  sums  contributed  to  the  Fund  by  the  con- 
gre^atieas  with  which  their  schools  are  connected. 

After  deliberation  on  the  whole  question  raised  by  these  letters,  the  Com- 

nittee  find  that  they  were  instructed  by  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  1870  to  make 

Kw  arrsngements  in  regard  to  the  schools  which  might  continue  to  be  carried 

a  bf  Peacops*  Courts.     In  giving  effect  to  this  instruction,  the  Committee 

!«atf«d  not  to  grant,  unless  in  very  exceptional  cases,  more  to  the  teacher  of  any 

«U  in  tiie  Lowlands  than  the  amount  of  the  contributions  to  the  Education 

foi  of  tiie  congregation  with  which  it  was  connected ;  and,  after  considering 

^  StKfstioos  which  were  lodged  for  exceptional  treatment,  they  came  to  the 

C'THmii  thiit  in  no  case  was  there  any  sufficient  reason  why  their  general  resoln- 

tasifesld  not  be  applied. 

Qr  Committee  accordingly  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1876,  that, 

vj&k  the  sanction  of  the  Assembly,  '  no  school  in  the  Lowlands  will  in  future 

ftiaare  any  aid  out  of  the  Fund,  beyond  the  amount  which  may  be  contributed 

^  t^  oongr^ation  under  whose  auspices  it  is  carried  on.'     The  General 

i«cDbly  approved  of  the  Committee's  report ;  and  the  action  of  the  Committee, 

B  Mihering  to  the  resolution  referred  to,  has  also  been  comfirmed  by  aU  sub- 

Kqiest  Assemblies. 

Owing  to  the  special  circumstances  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands,  the  Com- 
■ittee  did  not  apply  the  resolution  to  schools  in  these  districts  until  1876,  and, 
evai  them,  om«  or  two  cases  were  treated  exceptionally.  But  the  Committee 
■forted  to  the  Assembly  of  1877  that^  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  schools, 
"-«Q  either  ntusted  in  districts  where  School  Boards  had  up  to  that  time  been 
tttble  to  get  either  the  materials  or  the  workmen  required  for  the  erection  of 
wts  public  schools,  or  which  were  taught  by  teachers  who,  having  been  ejected 
0  the  Disraption,  had  a  special  claim  upon  the  Church, — in  dealing  with  which 
^  general  regulation  had  been  temporarily  suspended,  aU  the  schools  in  the 
Inlands  mad  Islands,  as  well  as  in  the  Lowlands,  would,  so  far  as  the  Education 
K&d  was  oonoemed,  require  to  be  in  future  at  least  self-supporting, 
t  The  Committee  desire  further  to  state  that  the  Funds  placed  at  their  disposal 
If  the  Chnrch  during  the  last  few  years  have  been  contributed  with  special  refer- 
leec  to  the  claims  of  the  retired  teachers,  and  of  the  Normal  Schools  ;  and  the 
(raeral  Assembly  of  1879,  believing  that  the  Committee  might  be  able  to  meet 
Aese  daints  without  a  collection  for  the  current  year,  did  not  appoint  one  to  be 
Imle  in  aid  of  the  Education  Scheme. 

Tboefore,  the  Committee,  being  convinced  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  the 
florcfa  that  aid  should,  in  present  circumstances,  be  given  towards  the  carrying 
M  cf  any  elementary  day  schools,  find  themselves  precluded  from  complying  with 
ttt  ^iplicationa  before  them,  or  with  any  other  applications  of  a  similar  kind. 
y^  peeaniacy  responsibility,  both  present  and  prospective,  in  regard  to  any 
t&ook  that  are  being  continued,  rests  entirely  with  the  local  parties,  and  they 
it«et  a  copy  of  this  Minute  to  be  sent  for  the  information  of  all  interested. " 
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IIL — Teachers  to  wham  Retiring  AUowancee  have  been  voted. 


Nam. 


ThomM  Mackensie, 

Malcolm  Blair,   . 

John  Watt, 

John  Bain, 

John  Kerr, 

Murdoch  Mackaj, 

Donald  MacdonaJd, 

Jamea  Porrea,    • 

Archibald  Macl«aQ, 

AngoB  Lament, . 

George  Roaa, 

Alexander  Cameron, 

Archibald  Forbea, 

Bonakl  Maiheaon, 

Alexander  Grant, 

Peter  CmickBhank, 

WilUam  Tnlloch, 

Jamea  Miller,     • 

John  Boae, 

Robert  King, 

Alexander  Bobertson, 

Duncan  Macdonald, 

Duncan  M'Laran, 

Alexander  Stewart, 

Hector  M'Kensie, 

William  Mitchell, 

Jamea  Biach,     . 

John  Fergnaon, . 

George  W.  Officer, 

Mnrdo  Kennedj, 

John  M'Lean,    . 
Robert  Ullie,    . 
Jamea  Macfie,    . 
Alexander  Rosa, 
Robert  NicoL 
William  Rait,    . 
John  Clark, 
John  Grant,       ■ 
William  F.  MDonald, 
Alexander  Kennedj, 
David  Bbusk,     . 
Mra.  Ellen  Campbell, 
Mra.  Margaret  oimpaon, 
Miaa  Barbara  Munro, 
Mra.  Manr  M'Leod,  . 
Misa  Isa  Gordon, 
MfB.  Mary  McDonald, 
Miaa  Eliaabeth  M'lntosli, 
Miaa  Marj  Ann  Beattie, 


LateSchooL 


Age. 


InTerneaSv 
Appin, 
Strathjr, 
Unat.  . 
Clonie, 
Berriedale, 
Dniriniah, 
Muaaelburgh, 
Campbeltown, 
Aaaynt,        • 
Roaehall,      . 
Petty, 

Oimiaton,     • 
Cariniah, 
Urrajr,  • 

Lealie, 
Deemeaa, 
Alvea,  • 
Kilmorack,  . 
Killeam, 
Kmghom,    • 
Eaadale,       • 
Ardeonaig,  • 
Dairaie, 
Walla, 
Stobhill, 
Ardolach,     . 
Cray, 
Colieaaie, 
Killeaman,  . 
filKahadder, 
Donee, 

Glaagow — John  Knox*i 
Campbeltown, 
New  Mamoch, 
Aberdeen,    • 
Unat,  . 
Dornoch, 
Creich,         . 
Plockton,     . 
CoUiatoo,     . 
Helmadale,  . 
Knockando^ 
Sooth  IJiat, . 
Braoadale,   • 
Strathj, 
Uig,    . 
.  I  St.  Ninian*a, 
lAimphannan, 


84 

81 

78 

70 

80 

80 

76 

71 

78 

79 

73 

79 

74 

77 

78 

69 

79 

77 

77 

67 

71 

78 

59 

60 

74 

70 

65 

76 

64 
78 
63 
68 

76 
67 
68 
67 
78 
63 
68 
76 
66 
68 

88 

83 


69 


Alloimiee, 
vith  Bonoi.    i 


£45 
25 
35 
30 
40 
80 
80 
40 
30 
30 
30 
30 
40 
30 
30 
15 
35 
SO 
80 
15 
30 
30 
15 
15 
25 
25 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


15  0  « 

30  0  Q 


30 
30 
20 

so 

25 
25 
20 
20 
10 
15 
10 
10 
15 
10 
10 
10 
10 

lu 

10 

10 

6 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


£1081   0   0 


NOT!.— Three  tea«hen,— John  ¥,  Walker,  KiUyth,  WUUam  M^SUmmlag,  Alezaad 
and  Fullarton  Baird,  Portobello-  who  were  in  receipt  of  retiring  allowanon,  died  dm 
the  year. 
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IV. — Statement  re/erred  to^  p.  2. 

A  oonsiderable  number  of  teachers  who  were  ejected  at  the  Diamption  from 
Parocbial,  Qeneral  Assembly,  and  Christiaii  Knowledge  Society  schools,  and  have 
sinoe  Uboored  in  the  service  of  the  Free  Church,  have,  through  old  age  and  in- 
£rmity,  been  obliged  to  retire.     Many  of  them  must  have  retired  about  this  time, 
evea  thoogh  the  Education  Act  had  not  been  passed.     But  the  new  system  intro- 
dooed  by  that  Act  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Committee  to  consider  very  fully 
the  doty  of  the  Church  in  connection  with  the  retirement  of  teachers  who  were 
too  M  and  feeble  to  be  able  to  enter  the  service  of  School  Boards.     The  Committee 
felt  that  a  moral  obligation  rested  upon  the  Church  to  make  some  provision  for 
men  who  had  suffered  mach  for  adherence  to  her  principles,  who  had  served  her 
UithfoUy,  and  who  were  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  dependent  for  support  upon  what 
tkey  might  receive  out  of  the  Fund.    The  views  of  the  Committee  were  cordially 
Improved  ol  by  the  last  three  General  Assemblies,  and  will  also,  it  is  confidently 
tipacted,  be  concurred  in  by  the  general  body  of  the  oflSce-bearers  and  members 
« ;hs  Church.     In  every  case  in  which  a  retiring  allowance  is  applied  for,  the 
'.v«Bittee  take  into  consideration  the  age,  period  of  service,  state  of  health,  and 
gnml  drcnmstances  of  the  applicant.     They  dispose  of  every  case  upon  its  own 
B'fia,— declining  ^the  application,  or  granting  such  an  allowance  as  may  appear 
^4it  a  view  of  all  the  considerations  which  are  taken  into  account.    As  a  general 
Ts^  ^werer,  the  Committee  pay  to  retired  Disniption  teachers  allowances  equal 
L  U6  annual  grants,  ranging  from  £15  to  £30,  which  were  formerly  paid  to  them 
<'^  of  the  £ducation  Fund.     In  addition,  they  give  to  every  retired  Disruption 
teacher  above  seventy  years  of  age,  a  bonus  of  £10.     In  other  words,  retireil  Dis- 
ruption teachers,  of   seventy  years  and  upwards,   receive  allowances  varying, 
KiuirdiDg  to  the  rates  formerly  paid  to  them,  from  £25  to  £40  a  year.     Having 
rt^srd  to  all  the  circumstances,  these  sums  cannot  be  considered  too  large  ;  and 
ikc  Cummittee  confidently  express  the  hope  that  the  Church  will  place  at  their 
opoeal  means  sufilcient  to  enable  them  to  continue  the  payments  during  the  life- 
tiUMS  of  the  recipients.     Dp  to  the  present  time,  retiring  allowances,  amounting  in 
1^  to£1141,  have  been  awarded  to  fifty-two  teachers.     A  few  cases  are  still 
aatier  eooaideration ;  and  some  teachers,  though  they  may  continue  to  teach  a 
::tde  k>nger,  have  lodged  applications,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 
<>^oeral  Assembly,  1876,  in  order  that  their  claims  may  be  considered  when  their 
r^rurement  becomes  necessary.     For  some  years  to  come,  therefore,  the  amount 
Rqnired  for  retiring  allowances  is  not  likely  to  fall  below  the  sum  which  is  paid 
n  present. — AuenUUjf  Bepori  1877. 


T. — Statement  adopted  hy  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  at 

He  Meeting  on  20th  January  1880. 

I. 

The  Bomber  of  Certificated  Teachers  employed  in  Inspected  Schools  in  Scotland 
%  the  3Iet  December  1878  amounted  to  4980.  (Blue-Book  1878-79,  p.  xvi  of 
Leport^  aleo  p.  114).  *'  Looking  to  the  number  of  small  schools  needed  to  meet 
u»  want#  of  the  oonatry  distriots,  to  an  increased  employment  of  adults,  con- 
M^.sent  on  the  recent  limitation  of  the  staff  of  pupil- teachers,  and  to  the  disposi* 
t»<a  which,  they  are  glad  to  say,  has  been  shown  to  form  separate  departments 
tf  giria  and  infants  under  the  independent  charge  of  female  teadters»"  their 
««  anticipate  that,  before  long,  more  than  5000  certificated  masters  and 
will  be  found  taking  part  in  the  inatmetion  of  the  schools  under  their 
"     (Blne-Beok  1878-79,  p.  xtL) 
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The  anniud  wmste  ii  oompaied  in  their  Lordfhipe'  Report  at  6  per  cent  It 
thuB  appears  that  an  annual  supply  of  more  than  300  per  annum  U  required  to 
keep  the  staff  of  teachers  up  to  the  point  at  which  it  probably  at  present  it-* 
year  having  elapsed  since  the  last  return. 

Their  Lordships  propose  to  limit  the  whole  number  who  shall  be  admitted  etch 
year  to  the  Training  Colleges  in  Scotland  to  350,  leaving  a  margin  of  50  per 
annum  beyond  the  actual  requirements  of  the  Schools. 

The  Education  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  margin  would  be  very  mnck 
less,  if  indeed  there  would  be  any  margin  at  all. 

For  (1)  on  the  grounds  stated  by  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Established 
Church,  in  their  letter  to  the  Department  (Blue-Book  1877-78»  p.  89),  of  the  350 
admitted,  probably  not  more  than  320  on  an  average  will  complete  their  two 
years'  training.  Failure  of  health,  change  of  home  circumstances,  death,  aod 
marriage,  all  operate  to  reduce  the  number. 

(2.)  The  northern  counties  of  England  have  long  looked  to  the  Scotch  Truning 
Colleges  for  some  of  their  teachers.  In  1879  no  fewer  than  16  students  (6  malei 
and  10  females)  from  a  single  Training  College  were  placed  in  Schools  in  the  five 
northern  counties  of  England.  A  few  others  went  further  south.  One  went  to 
Ireland,  and  another  to  South  Africa.  Considering  the  large  Scotch  popnlstioii 
in  the  north  of  England,  in  Birkenhead,  London,  and  other  cities  of  Engbuul,  it 
is  only  reasonable  that  the  demands  for  teachers  that  may  be  made  from  these 
quarters  should  be  considered  and  allowed  for. 

The  number  of  students  annually  admissible  to  the  Training  Colleges  hss 
recently  been  reduced  to  430.  Considering  (1 )  the  number  who  do  not  oomplete 
their  course  of  training,  (2)  the  number  required  for  the  north  of  England,  (3)  tk 
margin  that  should  be  left  in  view  of  the  larger  employment  than  heretofore  of 
Certificated  Teachers  in  place  of  Pupil-Teachers,  the  Committee  submit  thsl 
430  is  not  a  larger  number  than  the  wants  of  the  country  require. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  if  too  many  students  are  trained,  the  I«i 
falls  on  the  Training  Colleges,  and  not  on  the  Government.  According  to  tfae 
rules  which  have  been  in  force  since  1864,  no  grant  is  made  by  the  Departnc^ 
on  account  of  any  student  until  he  has  served  a  probation  of  two  years,  i^ 
completing  his  two  years*  training.  If  trained  Teachers  do  not  find  employiitf'<« 
no  grants  are  received  on  their  account. 

IL 

The  Education  Committee  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  nnmber  of  tr»iad 
teachers  should  not  be  reduced,  on  the  ground  of  excessive  supply,  so  fony  at  ^ 
avenues  to  the  profissian,  which  were  opened  to  meet  a  temporarily  inereaeed  ''^"^ 
hatfe  not  been  doeed.  This  subject  is  so  important  in  its  b«aring  on  the  be^ 
interests  of  Scotch  education,  that  the  Committee  regard  it  as  demanding  serioo 
and  immediate  consideration,  irrespectively  of  the  proposed  diminntioa  of  th 
numbers  to  be  admitted  to  the  Training  Colleges. 

The  Education  Act  of  1872,  clause  56,  requires  that  "no  person  sbsll  h 
appointed  to  the  office  of  principal  teacher  in  a  public  school  who  is  not  iij 
holder  of  a  certificate  of  competency."  Along  with  this  should  be  read  dause  67  \ 
the  Act,  although  occurring  in  a  different  connection,  which  enjoins  the  Sootc 
Education  Department  to  take  due  care  (1)  that  "the  standard  of  edacatio 
which  now  exists  in  the  public  schools  shall  not  be  lowered  ;"  and  (2)  that,  'n 
far  as  possible,  as  high  a  standard  shall  be  maintained  in  all  schools  inspected  4 
the  Department."  J 

The  Committee  venture  to  think  th«t  it  is  open  to  qnestion  whether  the  «H 
of  these  enactments,  to  say  the  least,  is  not  violated  by  the  oonditions  on  vhic 
untrained  teachers  are  certificated  under  the  Code. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  Government  Certificate  may  now  be  obtain 
after  very  short  service  in  a  Government  School,  and  by  the  possession  of  kaoj 
ledge  on  the  part  of  the  Candidate,  of  such  subjecti  as  English  Hiatoc 
Geography,  Arithmetie,  and  FAglish,  not  much  in  advance  of  what  is  teqoiij 
of  B0T8  who  are  exiunined  under  the  Sixth  Standard  of  the  Code. 
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Hm  EdQCfttiod  Committee  Tiew  with  gmve  conoern  the  extent  to  which  the 
teeching  profeaaon  in  Scotland  is  being  recruited  from  among  those  who  have 
obtuned  their  certificates  on  these  easy  terms. 

The  niimher  is  as  follows  :— 

1878. 

Males, 46 

Females, 120 

Total,  166 

This  onmber  does  not  indude  fourteen  graduates  who  were  certificated  after 
fiMnmation  and  a  short  period  of  service  in  Inspected  Schools. 

Ihe  total  number  of  Tr^Uned  Teachers  for  the  same  year  sent  out  by  the 
TiuuBg  Colleges  was : — 

Males, 166 

Females,  .318 

Total,  484 

1878. 
He  somber  of  Acfcing  Teachers  examined  was  :~ 

Males.    ........      74 

Females, 150 

Total,  224 

Tbe  resolt  of  the  Examination  is  not  yet  known. 

the  Bombcr  of  Students  who  finished  their  course  of  training  was  : — 

Males, 184 

Females^ 317 

Total,  501 

ni. 

By  Article  60  of  the  Code,  ex^Pupil-Teachers,  without  any  training  and  with- 

itt  any  special  examination,  may  be  provisionally  certificated  until  they  are 

'l»cntY-fiTe  years  of  age,  or,  in  other  words,  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  for  schools 

dbring  ao  average  attendance  under  60.     Of  such  schools  there  are  as  many  as 

lllZS  IB  Scotland  (Blue-Book  1878-79,  p.  xvii),  and  if  they  are  to  be  manned  by 

^        rrs  no  better  qualified  than  ex-Pupil-Teachers  are,  merely  because  their 

toal  average  is  under  60,  the  Committee  feel  that  not  only  is  violence  done  to 

reqnireinents  of  the  Act^  but  a  very  serious  injury  will  be  caused  education- 

to  large  districts  in  our  country. 

(1.)  The  Act  required  that  the  Mme  high  standard  shall  be  maintained,  as  far 

possible^  in  aU  schools,  evidently  having  in  view  our  smaller  schools. 

(2.)  The  ex-Pnpil-Teachera  who  are  appointed  to  these  schools  (in  December 

^8  the  number  was  already  62)  are,  for  the  most  part,  the  buicted  of  the 

ig  Colleges. 
p.)  Their  attainments  in  all  the  subjects,  as  shown  by  Dr.  Wilson,  H.M. 
tor  of  Training  Colleges  (Blue-Book  1878-79,  p.  266),  must  be  of  the  most 
description,  and  probably  not  one  of  them  was  found  entitled  to  the 
mark  for  Latin,  Greek  or  Mathematics. 

IV. 

laige  and  increasing  number  of  ex-Pupil -Teachers,  and  others  still  less 

d  (tbe  only  evidence  of  their  qualifications  being  the  fact  that  they  have 

the  admission  examination),  now  being  employed  as  cteaistania,  in  the 

I  ol  the  Education  Oommittee,  deserves  consideration  in  connection  with 

proposal  to  reduce  the  numbers  at  the  Training  Colleges.     In  midsummer 
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1878, 855  Candidates  passed  the  ezamiiiatioii  for  admiauon,  of  whom  the  Truning 
Colleges  oould  receive  455,  leaving  no  fewer  than  400  who  are  as  eligible  for 
assistantships  as  Students  who  have  been  trained  for  two  yean.  In  midsummer 
1879  the  number  who  passed  was  931,  and  the  number  admitted  about  460, 
leaving  471  technically  qualified  to  act  as  assistants. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  whole  question,  the  Committee  appointed 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Main,  Convener  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Free  CKnrdi; 
WLQiam  Kidston,  Esq.  of  Femiegair;  William  Henderson,  Esq.  of  Devaoha, 
Aberdeen ;  William  Dickson,  Esq.,  Edinburgh,  along  with  the  Rectors  of  tht 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Colleges,  as  a  deputation  to  represent  their  views  to  the 
Heads  of  the  Education  Department  in  London. 

THOS.  MADf,  Omvaier. 


YI. — Statement  made  by  the  Deputation  frtm  the  Education  CommUke 
of  the  -FV-ee  Church  of  ScoUand^  to  (he  Scotch  Education  Departmenty 

Whitehall,  London. 

L 

1.  The  deputation  express  their  thanks  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  George  Hamilton,  M.P.,  for  th«ir 
courtesy  in  granting  the  interview,  especially  on  so  short  a  notice. 

2.  The  deputation  at  the  same  time  express  their  regret  that  the  question  regaid-; 
ing  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  Students  admissible  to  Training  Colleges  io 
Scotland  has  been  raised  so  soon  after  an  arrangement  had  been  arrived  at  in  lS7d. 

3.  No  change  of  circumstances  has  arisen  since  1878  to  call  for  so  early  « 
departure  from  the  arrangement  then  made  by  their  Lordships,  and  accepted  bj  | 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

4.  There  is  no  proof  that  the  maximum  number  of  Certi6cated  Teachen  a 
Scotland  has  yet  been  reached.  On  the  contrary,  while  in  December  1877  t^e 
number  of  such  Teachers  actuaUy  employed  was  4698,  the  number  had  risea  »t 
the  end  of  1878  to  4980,  being  an  increase  of  282  in  one  year,  and  the  Depntati«fi 
bebeve  that  a  further  increase  took  place  in  1879,  and  that  the  number  may  yei 
advance.''^ 

5.  The  Deputation  remind  their  Lordships  that  considerable  reduction  hu 
already,  quite  recently,  been  made.  There  were  979  Students  in  tnuning  in  187&, 
while  for  1880  there  will  be  only  860,  or  a  diminution  of  119.  The  effect  of  tbu 
diminution  has  not  yet  been  tested. 

6.  Even  assuming,  however,  that  the  number  of  certificated  Teachers  can  h* 
fixed  at  the  point  indicated  by  the  Scotch  Education  Department,  the  Deputatioi 
hold,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  their  Statement,  that  the  reduction  now  pro 
posed  is  too  great,  and  that  the  number  previously  sanctioned  ought  not  furtbc 
to  be  reduced.'  The  grounds  of  this  opinion  are  (1)  that  a  good  many  of  thoc* 
admitted  never  complete  their  course  of  training  ;  (2)  that  a  considerable  numbe 
u  required  for  England  ;  and  (3)  that  a  process  is  going  on  for  the  subatitntioa  o 
Certificated  Assistants  in  lieu  of  Pupil-Teachers. 

IL 

1.  Connected  with  the  question  of  the  proposed  reduction  of  Trained  Teachei% 
there  is  another  question  of  vital  importance,  on  which  the  people  of  Scotbad 
feel  so  keenly,  that  the  Deputation  think  it  not  out  of  place  to  solicit  thdr 
Lordships'  earnest  attention  to  it.  That  question  relates  to  the  large  number  fi 
Teachers  who  are  recognised  as  qualified  for  Inspected  Schools,  without  havis| 
gone  through  akt  coubsx  or  TRAimNO  wratetxr. 

*  The  number  of  certifictted  teachers  employed  in  Sootland  at  the  end  of  1879  «*< 
5189  (May  1880). 
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(1.)  Aetiiig  Tdtchera  are  admitted  to  Certificates  on  very  easy  terms.* 

(1)  For  aU  Schools  having  an  annual  average  under  60,  ex-Pnpil-Teachers 

may  be  provisionaUy  Certificated  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  without 

say  training,  or  even  any  special  Examination. 

(3L)  Ez-Popil-Teachers  and  Candidates  who  have  not  been  Pnpil-Teachers, 

psMBd  the  Examination  for  Admission — ^too  low,  however,  to  be 

admitted  to  Training  Colleges — may  be  appointed  Assistants  in 

Inspected  Schools,  and  treated,  as  the  Deputation  think  improperly, 

ss  on  an  ejual  /ooiing,  with  tullt  Trautbd  and  Ckrtivioatbd 

Assistants. 

i  Ai  Olastrating  the  evil  that  is  likely  to  arise  ander  No.  2  (the  Certificating 

o{  exPapil-Teachers  for  Schools  with  an  average  attendance  under  sixty),  the 

U^Utioo  remind  their  Lordships  that  the  number  of  such  Schools  in  Scotland 

B  Dot  Jen  than  1 135,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  number.     The  extent 

tovhich  the  employment  of  untrained  ex- Pnpil-Teachers  may  be  carried,  is  seen 

:a  the  Utt  English  Report,  which  states  that  2770  Provisional  Certificates  have 

Vttgnated  since  1871.     If  the  number  of  Trained  Teachers  be  reduced.  School 

^■ris  in  Scotland  will  have  no  alternative  but  to  appoint  untrained  ex-Pupil- 

Ttteben  to  these  Schools — a  result  which  the  Depntation  would  regard  as  a  very 

Bua  misfortune. 

like  Deputation  remind  their  Lordships  of  the  provision  in  the  Scotch 

^ianon  Act,  Clause  67,  enjoining  (1)  that  the  Standard  of  Education  shall 

ffiu  LOWSBBD  in  the  Public  Schools,  and  (2)  that^  as  far  as  possible,  as  high  a 

ftsdird  shall  be  maintained  in  all  the  Schools  inspected  by  the  Department. 

n«  Depatation  believe  that  the  standard  cannot  possibly  be  maintaSked^  if  an 

inferior  dsss  of  Teachers  be  appointed  to  the  Schools.     On  these  grounds  the 

I^titjou  submit  that  the  number  of  Avenues  into  the  profession,  for  those 

^  tte  untrained,   and  the  easy  terms  on  which  Certificates  may  now  be 

«^ed  wriHOUT  traindto,  are  not  only  unjust  to  the  Training  Colleges,  and 

t>  tile  tesching  profession,  but  most  of  all,  are  iKJumoirs  to  thb  xduoational 

UTUISTS  OF  SCOTLAH  D. 

i  Hm  extent  to  which  the  evils  the  Deputation  complain  of  have  been 
evried,  nuy  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  figures  given  in  this  paper,  which 
ibovthst  out  of  every  four  Teachers  Certificated  by  the  Department  in  1878, 
M  vat  U]rrBAnnn>,  and  if  the  present  proposal  of  the  Department  be  carried  out, 
vit^MQt  any  reduction  of  the  number  who  may  enter  the  profession  in  the 
auaer  mentioned  above,  the  proportion  will  be  on<  in  three,  A  limit  already 
ui^  in  the  one  ease^  and  a  further  reduction  is  proposed,  while  mo  limit  exists 
a  the  ocAer  ease,  and,  in  fact,  the  number  of  untraimsd  persons  oflfering  for 
Certificates  is  arKABtLT  iHcnuAfinfO. 

m. 

The  Begnlatiooa  now  in  force  for  the  payment  of  Grants  to  Training  Colleges 
k  Scothmd,  were  made  by  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  for  the 

*  Tike  following  illustrative  eases  were  mentioned  by  a  member  of  the  Deputation : — 

1  A  B.  was  examined  for  admission  to  a  Training  College  in  two  successive  years,  but 
fiiltd  on  both  occasions — was  examined  a  third  time  and  passed,  but  so  low  as  not  to 
"nK  s  place  in  a  Training  College — six  months  after  was  examined  as  an  Acting  Teacher 
Kd  PiflsiD  IK  THK  Sboond  DIVISION.  A  B.,  who  has  received  no  training,  is  regarded 
Mqaalifled  to  train  Pupil-Teachers,  who,  in  their  turn,  may  enter  the  Prorassion  in  the 
Mffie  ttBMtlsfictory  way. 

1  C.  D.  was  examined  for  admission  tvfice  and /aiZMf— examined  a  third  time,  bot  too 
kv  to  obtsin  a  place  in  a  Training  College— six  months  after  passed  as  Acting  Teacher 
ttSsoosnDiviaioir. 

^  K.  F.  waa  examined  twiu  for  admission  and  failed^ — six  months  afterwards  was 
*iuiinei  as  an  Acting  Teacher  and  passbd  in  thb  Second  Devibion. 

Ail  three  are  eligible  for  the  best  Schools  under  inspection  equally  with  University 
C^Qstet  who  have  received  the  Government  Certificate,  or  Students  who  have  passed 
|fl  U»  Oovemmenlt  Examinations  successfully,  and  have  attended  for  two  yeara  at  a 
mffiiBgCoUegs. 
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n. 


express  purpose  of  securing  that  the  persons  trained  at  the  pabtie  ezpenis  ikovld 
not  be  more  in  namber  than  were  needed  to  supply  the  educational  requirementi 
of  the  country.  These  regulations  have  been  sufficient  for  the  puipose,  ud  the 
large  aod  steadily  increasing  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Free  Church  Tniuog 
Colleges  proves  not  only  that  the  Students  trained  in  them  have  served  the  State 
as  teachers,  but  also  that  they  have  been  trained  at  an  extremety  imaU  eotf  to  tbe 
Department 

An  enforced  reduction  in  the  number  of  Students  admissible  to  the  Ttimi 
Colleges,  to  the  extent  now  proposed,  was  not  considered  necessary  in  Wi 
Experience  has  proved  that  it  was  unnecessary,  and  if  uncalled  for  then,  it  is 
much  more  so  now,  when  the  educational  requirements  of  Sootlaod  an  midb 
greater  than  they  were  at  that  time. 


YIL — ITte  Normal  Colleges  at  Edinburgh,  Okugow,  and  Aberdeen, 
The  staff  of  Teachers  in  these  Institutions  is  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Edinburgh  Training  College,  Moray  Housr. 

Beeior, Maurioe  Faterson,  &iu 

Lady  SttperintenderU,  ....  Miss  M.  Smith. 

^  (Misses     Millar,     Shanki,   ud 

^3''«*^''»««'' I      Beattie. 

Lecturer  an  English,  Hiaiory,  etc,  John  Cowper,  B.A. 

Lecturer  on  MaJthemat%c$  and  Phyaics,  .  Wm.  Lees,  M.A. 

Teacher  of  Ckusies,     ....  The  Rector. 

Master  of  Method,       ....  The  Beetor. 

Teacher  qf  Mvnc Walter  Strang. 

Teacher  of  Drawing,    ....  James  B.  Napier. 

Teacher  qf  French V.  Bichon,  B.A.,  LL.B. 

Practising  School. — ^Messrs.  Gilbert  Graham,  Head  Master;  John  S.  Pitssly, 
M. A. ;    John  D.  Dawson ;    Andrew  Hutt ;   David  Eraser ;    Hugh  WOkie 
French  Master,  C.  De  Flandre  ;  Oerman  Master,  "EL  Gundlach ;  IrfaM  D* 
partment.  Miss  Janet  Millar ;  Assistants,  Messrs.  John  A.  dappertoa  uf 
John  Gunn  ;  Oovemess,  Miss  Howden. 


Glasgow  Training  Gollxgr. 


Thomas  Morriaon,  M.A 

Miss  Orr. 

Rev.  John  Kenr,  MJL,  LL.D. 


Rector, 

Oovemess, 

Lecturer  on  Mathematics  and  Physics, 

Lecturer    on    History,    Geography,    «»^  U.  H.  Dick,  M.A..  D.So. 
Orammar, J  ^  ' 

Master  qf  Music, 

Master  of  Method, 

Master  of  Drawing, 

Teacher  of  French, 

Lady  Superintendent, 

Practising  School — ^Messrs.   James  White,  T.    Morton,   George  Brown,  J 
Young,  and  Jaa.  M'Bimie;   Misses  M'Kendrick,  Bannatyne,  Ewin^ 
Faterson. 


M.  Miller. 
Edmund  Boyd. 
J.  White. 
Mons.  GorebkL 
Mrs.  James. 
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Aberdeen  Traintnq  College. 


AmttoMt  Oovemesif 
Mader  0/ Method, 
Ttaeker  of  Murie^ 
Teaehar  of  Drawing, 
TtaekarqfFm^ 


Alexander  Ramage. 
Miw  Walker. 
Mifls  Isa  Hutcheon. 
The  Rector. 
William  Litster. 
John  Adams. 
Mode.  A  Jeanneret. 


Thu  Annual  Priyy  Council  Kxamination  of  Stndentn  for  Certificates  of  Merit 
VII  Md  in  December  1879 ;  and  the  following  were  the  results  for  our  Normal 

SdMfa:— 


Edinburgh. 

Olmsgow. 

JmmU  rmr,      rtnt  r«ar. 

mMt^M  TtUt,         Mtttt  TtOT. 

TOTAL. 

liuOruusm,           • 

45                36 

44               39 

164 

?Mnd— 1st  DiTision,     .  28               15 

21                 8 

72 

2d     I>o., 

.  13                17 

16               24 

70 

•        3d     Do., 

.    4                  4 

7                 7 

22 

—    46        —    36 

—    44        —    39 

—  164 

Edlnbui^h.                  Olaagow.                 Aberdeen. 

* 

ttmd  rmur.  Ftn*  Tmht.  SmmmI  Fmt. 

rtnt  rmr.  9$mmd  rmr,  Fknt  rmair.      TOTAL. 

f  Buii  Sruniim,  . 

.     49             48          67 

48           36          30 

278 

Fund-lit  DiTirion, 

39           33           20 

23           15          17 

126 

>,       8d     Do., 

19           24           40 

26           19          18 

140 

n        8d     Do., 

1              2              7 

...                       m                 ... 

12 

—  49     —  48     —  67 

—  48      —  36    —  30 

—  278 

Tbe  ittendance  for  the  present  Session  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
formal  Schools  is  as  follows : — 


Rdlnbiugh. 
JmmU  rmair.  Ftrtt  rmr,  I 

Msle  Stodents,         36           40 
Fesiale  do.,             48           52 

Glasgow. 
IWMUl  IVm*.  Mtrtt  rmir, 

38           40 
48           52 

Aberdeen. 
Btcmd  rmr.  JHrti  rmr.    TOTAL. 

•••            •■•            154 
81            31            262 

84           92 

86            92 

81 

81 

416 

Pbetimig  Rchnol— Pnpils,    •    1008 
^|paTeM:ben,      ...        12 

606 
13 

•        • 

• 
• 

Total 

1614 

25 

.Vb^&— The  School  used  as  the  Practising  department  of  the  Aberdeen  Training 
College  IS  not  under  the  management  of  the  Committee. 


Yin.— EXAMINATIONS  IN  RELIGIOUS  KNOWLEDGE. 

I.  EzAMnrATioii  ov  SnrDXins. — ^The  students  attending  the  Normal  Schools 
vert  examined  in  religious  knowledge  in  October  last.  The  examination,  which 
W  oondneted,  both  in  writing  and  orally,  by  examiners  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
IdocatioB  Committee,  ranged  over  the  following  course  of  study  which  had 
^  prescribed  by  the  Committee  for  session  1879,  viz. : — 
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/SSsfiior  Male  StudentB. — The  Acts  of  the  Apostiee ;  the  Epiatle  to  the  Hebrvwi, 
dukpten  L  to  z.  18 ;  and  the  Shorter  Catechum. 

Junior  Male  Students, — Old  Testament  History  to  death  of  Solomon,  more 
particniarly  the  Book  of  Ezodns ;  John's  Gospel ;  and  the  Catechism. 

Senior  Female  Students, — ^The  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  John's  Gospel ;  or  Eebren 
chapters  L  to  z.  18  ;  or  Hebrews,  chapters  L  to  ▼.,  and  John's  Gospel,  chsptoi 
L  to  ziL  inclusiTe ;  and  the  Catechism. 

Junior  Female  Students. — Old  Testament  History  to  death  of  Solomon,  man 
particularly  the  Book  of  Ezodos ;  John's  Gospel ;  and  the  Cateehiim. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  ezaminers, — Revs.  A.  F.  Moir,  John  M'Ewss,  J.  G. 
Hacphail,  and  James  Innes— that  400  being  the  highest  number  of  marki 
obtainable  for  answers  in  the  written  ezamination,  students  receiving  u^wu^ 
of  300  should  be  placed  in  the  first  class ;  those  receiving  betwecm  200  and  30( 
in  the  second  dass ;  those  receiving  between  100  and  200  in  the  third  cUm 
and  those  receiving  less  than  100  in  the  fourth  class.  The  oral  exsminitioi 
was  conducted  by  Messrs.  M'Ewan  and  Macphail  at  Edinburgh,  hf  Meawi 
Wilson  and  Qazy  at  Glasgow,  and  by  Mr.  Moir  at  Aberdeen.  All  Uie  examioer 
ezpressed  great  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  the  students  scqoitte 
themselves  in  both  ezaminations.  The  following  is  the  Class  list;  smoje 
in  order  of  merit : — 


EDINBURGH. 


Male  Studkntb^ Siookb  Tsar. 
First  Class, 

Bell,  William. 
Gunn,  John. 
Malloch,  James. 

(Cameron,  Allan. 
Smith,  William. 

M*Lean,  William  D. 
(  Harkness,  Thomas. 
\  Shearer,  James. 

Barron,  James. 

Anderson,  James  C. 

Johnston,  Walter. 

M*Hardy,  John  A. 

Cranston,  William. 

Pringle,  George  C. 

Steedman,  James. 

i  Crawford,  Jsmes. 
Macdonald^  William. 

See(mdClass. 

fLowrie,  William. 
Munro,  Evan  M. 
Myles,  George. 
Thomson,  John. 

{Davidson,  Andrew. 
Malloch,  Andrew. 
Meiklejohn,  James  T. 
Drummond,  William. 
Clark,  James, 
Mackenzie,  George  T. 
Stewart,  John  N. 
Maokay,  Donald. 


i 


MitcheU,  James. 
Morton,  Aleza&der. 
Mutch,  Alexander. 
Duncan,  William  M. 
Gawthorpe,  Herbert. 
Clark,  Thomas. 
Martin,  Joseph. 
Hastings,  RobeHL 
Malcolm,  Peter. 
Kay,  James. 

fKeUIor,  James  3. 
Livingstone,  James. 
Cowie,  George. 
Munro,  Alexander. 
Kinnear,  William  T. 


Mali  Btudxktb — ^FiRiir  Yiul 

Furst  Class. 

Cunningham,  George. 
Glennie,  Charles  E. 
Campb^  James. 
Macpherson,  John  C. 
Galloway,  James. 

{Robertson,  William. 
Sim,  Andrew  W. 
t  Milne,  John. 
M^Farlane,  William. 
Martin,  John. 
Story,  Thomas  G. 
Scott,  John. 
Clark,  James. 
Ramage,  Robert  U. 


It 
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( Butter,  Tlkmum  A. 
I  Maephenon,  James  R. 

Wa^Jamef. 
I  Eawni,  Thomas. 
I  Mihe^  Oeorge  A. 

Fowler,  William  A. 

8ee(mdCkt9s. 

hcntioe,  James. 

Brown,  John  T. 

Lowson,  James. 
ffaajih,  Peter  H. 
( Stonnonih,  William  A. 

Dryidale,  William. 

tfartb,  William. 

Biyne,  John. 

Arbnckle,  James. 

Imng,  William  S. 

l^  William. 

M'Farlane,  Andrew. 

iK^owan,  Peter. 

Kerr,  David. 

Young,  John. 


FnAU  SruDKNTS — SicoiTD  Fbar. 

Fint  Cku8, 

Bobertson,  Maggie  D. 
(Calderwood,  Marion. 
J  Umb,  Mary  A. 
( Haoonochie,  Lizzie  D.  S. 

Menelaws,  Jessie  H. 

Moir,  Lizzie  J. 

Wither,  Sarah. 

Bonald,  Jessie  M. 

I  Brown,  Agnes. 
Kerr,  Isabella. 
DonaldBon,  £lspeth  A. 
Manro^  Catherine. 

Myers,  Susan. 

Taylor,  Mary. 

WaUaoe,  Forbina  T. 

Ailamii,  Louisa. 

Uwaon,  Eliza. 
( Thorns,  Mary  J. 

Mechie,  Christina  G. 

M*Callam,  Mary. 

Williamson,  Agnes. 

Pnllar,  Elizabeth. 

UiDs,  Catherine. 

Andrews,  Jane. 
I  Anderson,  Baoiry  C. 
I  Bofs,  Jessie  C. 

Brace,  Jessie  W. 

Henderson,  Elizabeth. 

M'Lean,  Jane. 

Oder,  Annie. 


Mackenzie,  Johanna. 

{Davidson,  Annabella  P. 
M'William,  Maggie. 

Second  CUus, 

Fairlie,  Mary  A. 

{Curie,  Jessie. 
Murray,  Lizzie  T. 
Cattanach,  Annie. 
Morrison,  Elizabeth. 
Mitchell,  Marjory  M. 
Wood,  Isabella. 
GuUen,  Lizzie. 
Millar,  Mary. 
Smith,  Sophia  L. 
Soott,  Jessie,  jun. 
Darling,  Janet. 
Waitt,  Grace  C. 

{Anderson,  Grace. 
Threshie,  Maggie. 
Scott,  Jessie,  sen. 
Deas,  Jessie  H.    . 


Femalx  Students — Ftbst  Year. 

FirBt  CflasB. 

M'Pherson,  Jane  L. 

Dowie,  Mary  M. 

Dickson,  Jane. 

Brunton,  Annie. 

Henshilwood,  Mary. 

Allan,  Jessie  E. 

Dall,  Margaret. 

Hanmiond,  Martha. 
(  Maclaggan,  Elizabeth. 
}  Mill,  Mary  A. 
(  Fellow,  Euphemia  A. 

Richardson,  Hadassah. 

Keillar,  Mary. 

!Hay,  Jane  H. 
Bodgers,  Mary  E. 

Miller,  Christina  E. 

Martin,  Helen. 
(  Stark,  Eliza. 
\  Wyllie,  Rachel. 

Chisholm,  Elizabeth. 

Fleming,  Maggie  J. 

Ross,  Mary. 

Brough,  Mary  0. 

Brown,  Susannah. 

Lumsden,  Euphemia. 

Second  Class. 

Fletcher,  Maggie. 
Beckett,  Agnes  S. 
Gardner,  Henrietta. 

!Syme,  Mary  H. 
l^e,  Aggie  B. 
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Dryidale,  ICary. 
Harvey,  Elisa. 
Fairweaiher,  Jane  A. 
Soott,  Isabella, 
Thomaon,  Maggie. 
Lockhart,  GhxiBtina. 
M'GoTmick,  Maty  A. 
M'Donald,  Ann. 
Thomson,  Jane  A. 


( M'Laren,  Eluabetih  A. 
( Wilson,  Maty  A. 
Dnnnett,  Catherine  S. 

i  Grant,  Layini*  F. 
Mills,  Jemima. 
Seggie,  Mary  J. 
M*Vean,  Johanna. 
Pow,  Jeanie. 
Falconer,  Maggie  E. 
Steven,  Janeu 


GLASGOW. 


Malb  Students — Sicio:n> 
FirH  Class. 

Smith,  John  T. 
(  Maodonald,  William. 
(  Madde,  James. 

Cutiibertson,  John. 

Brown,  Hugh  A. 

Mnrray,  John. 

Hunter,  Hamilton. 

Second  Class, 

I>aming,  Charles. 

fCampbdl,  Donald. 
M'Lean,  Magnns. 

Stobo,  John. 

Harvie,  James. 

Thew,  Thomas. 

Connor,  William. 

I  Gold,  William. 

I  Kay,  John. 
,  Watt,  William. 
(  Bain,  William  S. 
\  Knox,  John. 
t  M'Keggie,  David. 

tGillanden,  Andrew. 
M 'Donald,  Alexander. 
Boag^  John  S. 
Low,  James  P. 
Stewart,  Bobert. 

Conely,  John. 
M^Dongall,  Alexander. 
Henries,  John. 
Hislop,  James. 
Mliollan,  Peter. 
Nisbet,  Bobert  M. 
Chalmers,  William  H. 
Morrison,  Bobert. 
Marchbank,  John. 
Macphail,  George  B. 
Macgoire,  Bobert  B. 
Craig,  Alexander  B. 
Erskine,  David. 
M'Leod,  John. 
Morrison,  Allan. 


Monro,  John  C. 
Erskine,  Thomas. 
Borland,  William. 
Brown,  John. 


Malb  STUDimiB— FnaT  Teab. 

FirslOlass. 

M'Mnrtrie,  James. 
Knight,  James. 
M<€hkw,  Alexander. 
Kirk,  George. 
M'Donald,  Jamea. 
Boyd,  Bobert. 
Williamson,  George. 
M'llroy,  James  S. 
Graham,  Jamea. 
Wallace,  David. 
M'Kenzie,  David  W. 
Andrew,  John. 
Whiteford,  Bobert. 
Agnew,  Alexander. 
Anderson,  William  K. 

Second  Class, 

(Haig,  Thomas. 
}  Wallace,  William. 

Calderhead,  Andrew. 

Jack,  George. 

Service,  James. 

Buchanan,  Jamea. 

Taylor,  David. 

Fullaiton,  Alexander  C. 

Lrvine,  Bobert  S. 

Millar,  John. 

Pollock,  John  T. 

Boy,  Charles. 

Boyd,  James. 

Hamilton,  WilHam  B. 

Harrison,  John  H. 

Paterson,  Bobert 

Smith,  Albert. 

M^Lauchlan,  William  N* 

Keilson,  William. 
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Ii&g,6eorgt. 
BobnuoD,  Frederick. 
ShAv,  Willijun. 
Tftykr,  WiUiAm. 

ThirdCUui. 
Biiiten,R.H. 


PnuLi  Studints — Sboond  Tzar. 

Huniltoii,  Jane. 
P^toD,  Ckmtina. 
Forbes,  Margaretb 
Moir,  JcHie. 

Cu^beU,  Margaret  W. 
BaQantyDe,  Jeanie. 
lagiaB,  Matilda. 
ifltn,  MaryM. 
FieoboD,  Maggie. 
Veir,  Marion  B. 
iBryion,  Maggie. 
(Tonier,  £Ilen. 
Kilpatriek,  Mary  K. 
M<CoU,  Jane  W. 
Walker,  Maggie. 
Cowley»  Martha. 

Second  Class, 

Sheridan,  Maggie. 

Petrie,  Jeeaie. 

Lindflay,  Maggie  C. 

Wadddl,  Janet 
jRtoiini,  Maggie  A* 
\  Welhrood,  Maigarel 

Martin,  Jeane  O. 

Low,  Catherine  £. 
j  Gowanlocky  Mary  T. 
}  M'Kinlay,  laabeUa  G. 

Allan,  Jane  H. 
i  Qunpbell,  laa  G. 
/Lapnik,  Agnea. 

Stewart^  Maggie. 

M'KezTow,  Andrianna  P. 
j  Shaw,  Jane. 
( Wight,  Sophia. 

BowDB,  Jane. 

law,  Marion. 

Campbell,  Agnes. 
t  Forrest,  Maggie  D. 

I  UngwiU,  Jane  M. 

Rose,  AimieM. 

Hain,  Maggie. 

Bofiiiaa,  Elisabeth. 

Stewart,  Sarah  M. 

Low,  Alice. 
!  M'Aalay,  Eliza  B. 

SeoUM^JoMG. 


Stevenson,  Ella, 
lindsay,  Janet. 
Wilson,  Jessie. 
M*Oulloch,  Catherine  J. 
Spittal,  Agnes. 
McLean,  Isabella. 
Edgar,  Allison. 
M'Whirter,  Janet 
M'Eenzie,  Jessie. 
Douglas,  Lizrie. 

{Murray,  Maggie. 
Watson,  Marion  F. 
Oatt,  Ma§ggie  P. 
Fraser,  EUzabeth. 
Johnstone,  BCary. 
M'Cartney,  Chnstina  J. 
Ivory,  Mary  A. 
Harkness,  Jane. 
Herd,  Margaret 

TMrd  Class, 

iM'Ilraith,  liaae. 
Wood,  Annie  H. 
M*Into8h,  Elizabeth. 

Fkmalb  Students — ^Fibst 
First  Class, 

Gilzean,  Annie. 

{Agnew,  Ellen. 
Macpherson,  Jane. 
Osborne^  Annie. 
Filflhill,  Janet 
Morton,  Agnes  R. 
Paterson,  Jessie. 

Sseond  Class. 

Buchanan,  Agnes. 

iBarr,  Agnes. 
Ferguson,  Maggie. 
M'Kichan,  Ellen  C. 
Morrison,  Catherine  D. 
Hunter,  Lorenza  H. 
M'Intyre,  Marion  G. 
Grierson,  Jeanie. 
Bishop,  Jeasie. 
Benfrew,  Jane  L^ 
'  Gillespie,  Catherine  N. 
'  Beid,  Elizabeth. 
Campbell,  Elizabeth. 
Sheridan,  Esther. 
M 'Vicar,  Barbara  G. 
Dnnsmuir,  Janet 
Kirk,  Annie. 
Halliday,  Agnes. 
Hardie,  Isabella. 

1  Gillies,  Margaret  C. 
Hcadrie,  Jessie. 


so 
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Mair,  Jane  L. 
Dunlop,  OhriBtma  F. 
Smith,  Jessie. 
ADdenon,  Mary. 
Uislop,  Mary. 
Miller,  Jane  D. 
M'Dongall,  Isabella  6. 
Rait,  Janet. 
Biyce,  Agnes  J. 
Cowan,  Christina. 
Fraser,  Agnes  S. 


Andrews,  Mary  P. 
Lawrie,  Agnes  K 
Ramsay,  Mary  G. 
Tnmboll,  Jane. 
Adam,  Johanna  M. 
Black,  Elliott  C. 
Forfar,  Agnes. 

Third  CUus. 
Findlay,  Jessie  B. 
Ritchie,  Elizabeth  R 


ABERDEEN. 


FeMALB  STUDSKTa—SsCOND  YSAR. 

First  Class. 

Cooper,  Agnes  A.  B.  M. 
Barclay,  Eliza  A. 
Cockerill,  Charlotte. 
Gordon,  Helen. 
Morrison,  Mary. 
Bamet,  Mary  T. 

(Davidson,  Annie  M. 
Ewing,  Eliza  B. 
Wilson,  Annie  R. 
Diack,  Agnes. 
Still,  Jane  B. 
Anderson,  EUza  A. 
Gordon,  Isabella. 
Slaker,  Lizzie  £. 
M'Kenzie,  Isabella. 
Booth,  Kate  E. 


Second  CIom, 

Gardiner,  Maggie. 
Gibson,  Isabella. 
Malcolm,  Elsie. 
Hadden,  Aimie. 
Don,  Julia  A. 
Campbell,  Isabella. 
Kennedy,  Annie  C. 
Ironside,  Mary. 
Nicoll,  Mary  J. 
McGregor,  Lilias. 
Crane,  Agnes  J. 
Innes,  Maggie. 
Burnett,  Evelyn. 
M'Kay,  Mary  E.  T. 
Davidson,  Elizabeth. 
Russell,  Annie. 
Davidson,  Annie. 


Brodie,  Janet. 
Rntherford,  Maiy. 

Fekalb  Stupkhtb— Fie9T  YliS. 
Fir^  Class. 

{Gray,  Georgina. 
Scott»  Helen  M. 
Selbie,  Mary  A. 

{Forbes,  Maggie  C. 
Smith,  Isabella  }m 

Souter,  Maggie. 
(  Rennie,  Christina. 
i  Smith,  Margaret  A. 
^  Sutherland,  Jessie. 

Beveridge,  Isabella. 

Deans,  Bdla  J. 

Adie,  Helen. 

Ironside,  Maggie. 

Watt,  Mary  J. 

Reid,  ChristiiiA. 

Smith,  Jane. 
(  Geddee,  Elizabeth. 
(  Nicholson,  Ellen. 

Wilson,  Eliza  W. 

Adie^  Elsie  S. 

Miller,  Dolina. 

SBeekie,  Sarah. 
Kerr,  Agnes  S. 
Machray,  Jessie. 
Strachan,  EUza  J.  J. 

SecmdClctss. 

Mark,  Catherine. 
(  M*Geoch,  Maiy  J. 
(  Robertson,  Catherine  S. 

Ferrier,  Annie  A. 

Beadie,  Janet  J. 

LowBon,  Agnes. 


Kote, — Helen  Anderson  and  Maggie  Marshall,  second  year's  students  at  Ab< 
deen,  were  unable  to  complete  their  examination  on  account  of  illness. 

2.  ExAsaNATiON  OF  Candidatis. — The  examination  in  Religions  Knowl«d 
of  Candidates  for  admission  to  iih%  Normal  Schools  of  the  Free  Ghiiroh  waa  1h 
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m  July  lait  The  qnestioiu  then  put  are  appended,  with  the  view  of  giving 
rtndiditat  who  may  oome  forward  jn  fatoro  an  idea  ef  the  kind  of  questions 
propoied  by  the  Education  Committee  to  those  who  seek  admission  into  the 
Konisl  SdiOQis  of  the  Free  Churoh. 

OLD  TESTAMENT. 
One  hKMT  and  a  haff  aUowedfar  thU  and  the  Calecki&m  Paper, 

Not  more  than  four  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Gire  asketch  of  the  life  of  Moses. 

5.  Nuxate  the  meeting  of  Abraham  and  Melchisedek,  and  the  incidents  which 

Ifldtoii 

1  Gire  a  sketch  of  the  exploits  of  Gideon. 

i  Nttnte  the  history  of  SauL 

5.  GiTe  fliampieB  of  the  power  of  pn^er,  from  Old  Testament  history. 

NEW  TESTAMENT. 

Ont  hour  aUowedfor  this  Paper, 

Not  more  than  four  questions  to  be  answered. 

i  Narrate  the  history  of  the  Presentation  of  the  infant  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 

^  State  the  Parable  of  the  Barren  Fig-Tree,  and  explain  its  meaning. 

I  Xiirate  what  passed  between  Jesus  and  the  two  Disciples  who  walked  to 
^■BUtt  on  the  day  of  His  resurrection. 

i  State  some  of  the  particulars  of  the  martyrdom  of  Stephen. 

d.  Mention  the  places  visited  by  Paul  and  Barnabas  in  the  first  Missionary 
;«<uney  from  Antioch. 

6.  DeKiibe  what  befell  Paul  at  Jerusalem  on  the  occasion  of  his  last  recorded 
'iKt  to  that  city. 

SHORTER  CATECHISM. 
One  hour  and  a  Ju^f  allowed  far  this  and  the  Old  TeaUmaU  Paper, 

All  the  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Write  the  Answer  to  the  Question,  «  How  doth  Christ  execute  the  office  of 
iPrieft?"  and  give  the  proofs. 

^  Write  the  Answer  to  the  Question,  "  What  is  repentance  unto  life  !**    Give 
«  proofs,  with  that  part  of  the  Question  to  which  each  proof  refers. 

^  State,  in  your  own  words,  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  Question,  '<  Wherein 
iiiiita  the  sinfulness  of  that  estate  whereinto  man  fell !" 

^  result  of  the  Examination  was  as  follows : — 


^'vNd  Ist  Class, 
2d    do., 
3d    do., 


Male 

Female 

Total. 

166 

360 

626 

27 

76 

102 

88 

193 

281 

51 

92 

143 

166 

360 

626 

3.  CoimsB  OF  Study. — ^The  following  is  the  course  of  study  in  religious  subjects 
P^Kribed  by  the  Education  Committee  for  students  during  Session  1880,  visL  :-— 

^f^or  Male  SludtnU.— The  Acta  of  the  Aposties ;  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians ; 
*d^  Shorter  Catechism,  the  whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38. 
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JvsMOT  Male  ShtdenU, — Old  Testament  History  to  tbe  ■epaiation  oC  the  King* 
doms,  more  pArticnbirly  the  Book  of  Nomben;  Mark's  Go^;  sad  tke 
Catechism,  the  whole  tezt^  and  proofs  1  to  38. 

Senior  Femalt  Students. — ^The  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  6a]atian%  dupfeas  l  to  in. 
inclosiye;  Mark's  Gospel,  chapters  viii.  to  xiv. ;  or  the  Acts  of  the  Apostla; 
the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians;  and  the  Shorter  Catechism,  the  whole  iaX  ^ 
proofs  1  to  38;  or  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  Mark's  Gospel ;  andtheCat«te 
the  whole  text^  and  proofs  1  to  38. 

Junior  Fenude  Students, — Old  Testament  History  to  the  separatioii  of  the 
Kingdoms,  more  partienlarly  the  Book  of  Numbers ;  Marie's  Gospel ;  and  tk 
Catechism,  the  whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38. 


IX.— FBEE  OHUBCH  NOBMAL  SCHOOLS. 

FBOSPECrUS  FOR  SESSION  1881. 

1.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Normal  Schools  must  prodooe  from  theit 
minister  a  satisfactory  certificate  of  moral  character,  and  a  certificate  of  good 
health  from  a  medical  practitioner. 

2.  They  must  also  pass  the  examination  for  admission,  to  be  held  at  the  lionu] 
Schools  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  in  July  1880,  and  the  examination  in  religiou 
knowledge  appointed  by  the  Education  Conmiittee  of  the  f^ee  Church.  Cwit 
dates  who  have  not  been  pupil-teachers  must  haye  completed  their  eighteeat^ 
year  on  or  before  1st  January  1881. 

3.  The  examination  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  day  of  July,  and  vil 
continue  for  three  or  four  days.  One  day  will  be  demoted  to  an  examinstioQ  n 
religious  knowledge,  which  will  be  confined  to  simple  questions  on  the  Hiatoncal 
Books  of  the  Old  Testament,  Matthew's  Gospel,  the  Acts  of  the  Apot^«^ 
the  Shorter  Catechism.  While  the  SchoUurships  will  be  granted  on  the  renKof 
the  examination  to  be  held  by  H.  M.  Inspectors,  the  Committee  will  not  svs^^ 
Scholarship  to  any  Candidate  who  does  not  show  due  proficiency  in  relip>u 
knowledge.  The  subjects  of  examination  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  are  Rodis^ 
Writing,  English  Grammar,  Composition,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  British  HiitoTI 
School  Mamigement»  Theory  of  Music  and  Hinging ;  Euclid,  Algehrt,  td 
Mensuration  for  male  candidates ;  Domestic  Economy  for  female  candidates,  aiM 
a  paper  in  any  two  of  the  following  subjects,  and  in  any  one  for  female  cas^ 
diStea,  Tiz. :— *Latin,  Greek,  French,  and  German.  Full  information  regard^ 
the  subjects  of  examination  is  contained  in  the  First  Schedule  appended  to  tk 
Scotch  Code. 

4.  The  Education  Committee  will  grant  to  young  men  of  the  first  year  wli 
pass  in  the  First  Class,  Scholarships  of  £25 ;  and  to  those  who  pass  in  the  Seoon 
Class,  Scholarships  of  £23.  Ten  additional  Scholarships  of  £2  (fiTO  in  Edinboi:^ 
and  five  in  Glasgow)  will  be  awarded  to  those  Students  who  show  special  pn 
ficiency  in  Gaelic. 

5.  In  addition  to  providing  Scholarships  to  aU  the  Female  Students  of  tl 
second  year,  the  Education  (>>mmittee  will  grant  the  following  SehoUrabipt  t 
Female  Students  of  the  first  year: — 

At  Edinburgh,    ...  .         •     7  of  £12  each ;  13  of  £8  each. 

At  Glasgow,  •      7Y>f£12    „        13  of  £8    n 

At  Aberdeen,  .  5  of  £12    „  *     10  of  £8   „ 

Female  Students,  holding  Scholarships  of  the  Edinburgh' Normal  School,  wha 
parents  or  guardians  are  not  resident  in  Edinburgh,  must  reside  in  the  bosrdu 
establishment  attached  to  the  School — {See  NoU  at  end,) 

6.  For  the  second  year  the  ralue  of  the  Scholarships  will  be  £85,  £S3,  an 
£21  respectiTely,  for  the  Male  Students;  and  £12,  £9,  and £8  £er  the  Aas 
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!     Stadenti,  Moording  to  the  diTuion  in  which  they  pass  at  the  end  of  the  first 
I     jov.   IIm  Sdnettion  Conimittee  do  not  nndertake  to  oontinne  stodenti  for  a 
wcond  jbu'm  Attendance  nnlees  their  demeanonr  and  progress  warrant  the  ex- 
pectation that  they  will  prore  themselves  satisfactoiy  teachers. 

7.  With  the  view  of  enabling  the  most  promising  of  the  Male  Students  to 
ittend  the  UoiTeraity  nnder  Aitide  102  (6)  of  the  Scotch  Code,  special  Scholar- 
ihipi  to  the  extent  of  the  payment  of  the  matriculation  and  class  fees  will  be 
iwuded,  both  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  to  Queen's  Scholars  who,  having  been 
ipeeiillj  indicated  in  the  class  list  of  tiie  Scotch  Education  Department  [Article 
102  {if],  are  selected  by  the  Education  Committee.*  The  Scholarships  may  be 
coBtuned  for  a  second  and  third  year  to  those  who  obtain  them. 

Candidates  who  do  not  obtain  the  special  mark  of  the  Education  Department 
it  tiK  idminion  Examination,  may,  if  the  Committee  deem  it  expedient,  leceiTe 
CuTenity  Scholarships  in  November  of  their  first  year. 

&  AH  Stndents  are  required — 

(1.)  To  declare  in  writing  their  intention,  bonajide,  to  adopt  and  follow 

the  profession  of  teaching  in  Elementary  Schools,  and  if  they 

receive  Scholarships,  to  bind  themselves  to  repay  the  Scholarships, 

in  the  event  of  their  not  doing  so. 
(2.)  To  engage  to  attend  the  Normal  School  for  two  years. 
(1)  To  engage  to  purchase  the  Books  and  Stationery  required  during  their 

oourse  of  Study  through  the  authorities  of  the  Schools. 

IVmted  forma  embodying  these  conditions  will   be  furnished  to  the 
successful  candidates  after  the  examinatiozL 

9  Xo  PopQ-Teaoher  who  has  deserted  the  service  can  compete  for  admission. 

10.  The  Fees  of  Students  for  the  Session  are—  For  Males,  Three  Guineas  ;  for 
FcDuka,  Two  Guineas.     All  Fees  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance. 

11.  Applioations  for  admission  (in  the  accompanying  Form,  which  should  be 
detached)  require  to  be  forwarded,  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  June,  to  the  Rector, 
fne  Church  Normal  School,  Edinburgh;  the  Rector,  Free  Church  Normal 
&^  Glasgow ;  or  the  Rector,  Free  Church  Normal  Sdiool,  Aberdeen. 

PuPAiUTORY  Classbs. — ^A  Class  will  be  formed  in  each  of  the  Normal 
^Mm  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  candidates  to  pass  the  entrance  examina- 
iisL  For  information  regarding  these  Classes,  application  should  be  made  to 
ttefiaetois. 

Sen  AS  TO  BoABBTKG-HouaB  IN  EDINBURGH. — If  the  whole  accommodation  is 

>it  required  for  the  holders  of  Scholarships,  other  Female  Students  or  Pnpil- 

Jeachos  may  be  received  as  boarders.     Application  to  be  made  to,  and  terms 

lacettained  from.  Miss  Smith,  Lady  Superintendent,  8  St.  John  Street,  or  from 

hrofthe 

[  VISITORS. 

bs.  Db.  CANDLISH,  16  Torphiohen  (  Mbs.  Dr.  ALEX.  WOOD,  10  St.  Cohne 

Street  Street. 

^  MAm,  7  Bellevue  Crescent  Mrs.  MELDRUM,  40  Melville  Street 

MiBS  PAUL,  East  Claremont  Street 

^on  IS  TO  LoDaiNG& — A  list  of  respectable  families  who  can  supply  lodgings 
^  a  moderate  charge  is  kept  at  the  Normal  Schools,  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Bd  Aberdeen.  These  lodgings  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Rector  and 
%perintendent^  or  of  any  Member  of  tiie  Committee. 

Fui  Chitbcb  Of  ScftyrLAND  Edctcation  Office, 

Edivbusoh,  January  1880.  ' 

I  *  h  determining  what  Students^  of  those  who  have  obtained  the  Department's  marks, 
w  nmrB  University  Scholarsbtps,  preference  will  in  all  -cases  be  given  by  the  Com- 
i>B«e  to  those  who  have  received  marks  for  Latin  and  Greek. 
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X. — Normal  School  Students  who  attended  Univemty  CUutn  during 

Seseion  1879-80. 

EDINBUBOH. 
1.  Students  who  passed  the  JSntranes  Bxamination  in  Jtdy  1879. 


Alexander,  J.  G., . 
^AliBon,  Jolm, 
f  Hume,  Robert, 
^Maodonald,  Peter, 
^Hobertson,  Henry  C, 
tSoott^  Junes, 
ySomerville,  John,  • 
tTombnll,  Robert^ 
♦Bruoe,  Willumi,    . 
^Donglaa,  George  A«, 
fLandsman,  John  H., 

Lowdon,  James,    . 

McDonald,  Geoi^e, 
tSonter,  William,  . 

Orr,  Byrie,  •        • 


CUsses. 

Junior  Mathematics  and  Rhetoric. 

i» 

n 

»> 

t» 

»• 

» 

ft 

»> 

»• 

it 

» 

>* 

It 

and  Junior  LatiiL 

>» 

»» 

»» 

f* 

»t 

>» 

>• 

»» 

ft 

t« 

Junior  Greek 


t» 


2.  Students  who  passed  the  Entrance  EhuxmHinaUen  in  July  1878. 

Senior  Mathematics  and  Junior  Latin. 


Clark,  James, 

tGlennie,  Charles  E., 

fWatt,  James, 
M'Pherson,  James  R., 

^Scott,  John, . 
Scrimgeour,  Thomas, 
Sim,  Andrew  W., 
Story,  Thomas  C, 
Arbuckle,  John,    . 

*Brown,  John, 
Drysdale,  WUliam, 

tGkilloway,  James, 

tLyall,  WilKam,    . 
M'Farlane,  Andrew, 
Milne,  John, 
Prentice,  James,  . 
Ramage,  R.  M.,  . 

^Robertson,  William, 
Bayne,  John, 
M*Pherson,  John, 
Martin,  John, 
Forsyth,  Peter,    . 
M<Farlane,  William, 
M*Cowan,    . 
Milne,  George, 
Fowler,  William, 


If 


>* 


«> 


«« 


>» 


I* 


t> 


»> 


n 


•t 


Junior  Mathematics. 


» 

i» 

f> 

f» 

»> 

>» 

»» 

t« 

9t 


Junior  Latin. 


>» 
ft 


and  Junior  Greek. 


t»  t* 

Senior  Latin  and  Senior  Greek. 

Senior  Mathematics  and     „ 

„  and  Natural  Philosop 


.  3.  Students  who  passed  the  Entramee  Eoumiinatkn  in  Julg  1877. 

Senior  Latin  and  Junior  Greek. 

•        •  t» 

Senior  Mathematics 


Cameron,  Allan,  . 

M 'Hardy,  John,  . 

^Malloch,  James,  . 


ft 
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Match,  Alexander, 
Aoderson,  James  C., 
Meiklejohn,  James  T., 
Steedmaii,  James, 
Hastings,  Robert, 
JobnatoD,  Walter, 
M'Dooald,  William, 
i^unn,  John, 
^lewart,  John  M., 
Kay,  James, 
*L*vrie,  William, 

•  Received  Prizes. 


Classes. 
Senior  Mathematics  and  Junior  Greek. 


tt 


»» 


>» 


and  Natural  Philosophy. 
Senior  Latin  and  Junior  Greek. 
Junior  Latin  and  Junior  Greek. 


t  Certificate 

Honour. 


GLASGOW. 

1.  StwdtiiU  whopodsed  tite  Entrance  JSxamincUiQn  in  July  1879. 

Junior  Latin  and  Junior  Mathematics. 


!*i«Dg,  Rohert, 
a}>btl]  Charles, 
.VLollich,  John, 
>^iaer,  Allan, 
Hamilton,  John, 
•^.John,    . 
(^Douglas, 
Moodie,  James, 
Xeljon,  William, 
**!aith,  Fergus, 
T'ickiiuoD,  Joc^ua, 
M'Dongall,  John, 
'>awford,  George, 
Vtrnal,  John  L., 
fcrgsBon,  Thomas, 


Xoyd,  Robert, 
Kiehanan,  James,   . 
Graham,  James, 
fcrine,  Robert  T.,  . 

(beitson,  Frederick, 

Wallace,  David, 

'K  George, 

lylor,  David, 

lew,  Alexander, 

rrison,  J.  H. 

light,  James, 

iw,  Alexander, 
f^Inrtrie,  James, 
r,  William^ 
ith,  Albert, 
Bford,  Robert^ 


>» 


and  Junior  Greek. 


Junior  Latin. 


It 
t> 


Junior  Mathematics. 


»» 
It 


Senior  Latin. 

Junior  Latin  and  Middle  Greek. 

Students  of  the  First  Year, 

Junior  Latin  and  Junior  Greek, 
and  Middle  Greek. 


»> 
}> 
If 

it 
» 


and  Middle  Mathematics. 
Junior  Greek. 


It 


Senior  Latin  and  Middle  Mathematics. 

Middle  Mathematics. 

Senior  Latin,  Middle   Greek,   and  Middle 

Mathematics. 
Senior  Latin,  Middle  Greek,  and  Literature. 
Junior  Greek  and  Literature. 
Junior  Mathematics. 


^Ag,  John,    • 

^pbell,  Donald, . 

^'''^thbertaon,  John, 
2 


and  Junior. Latin. 

3.  Students  qf  the,  Second  Year, 

Senior   Latin,   Senior  Greek,    and  Middle 

Mathematics. 
Senior  Greek,   Middle    Mathematics,   and 

Logic. 
Junior  Latin  and  Junior  Mathematics. 

C 
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Harvey,  James, 
M'Donald,  Alexander, 


Murray,  John, 
M'Phail,  Oeorge, 
Marchbank,  John, 
Morrison,  Allan, 
Watt,  William, 
Smith,  John  T., 


Senior  Latin  and  Middle  Greek. 
Senior  Latin,   Senior  Greek,  and  Middle 
Mathematics. 


t> 


•t 


n 


Junior  Mathematics,  Lpgic,  and  literatnn 
Senior  Latin  and  Middle  Greek. 
Junior  Latin  and  Middle  Mathematioi. 
Junior  Latin  and  Junior  Greek. 
Senior  Latin  and  Middle  Greek. 


*  Those  before  whose  name  an  asterisk  is  placed  gained  prizes  in  the  Junior  Mititt 
matical  Class, 
t  Obtained  prize  in  Middle  Mathematics. 
t  Gained  prizes  in  Junior  Greek  and  Literature. 
§  Gained  prizes  in  Junior  Latin  Class. 


u. 
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COMMITTEE. 

1880-81. 


MINI8TBB8. 


felteG. 

Mr.  Fbo&  Brown. 

>.  T.  Maw. 

Jfr.  Alex.  Bankin. 

)h,  Gbobos  Philip. 

\(r.ALKx,  M'KxNZis,  Edinburgh. 

^.  FnriAT  M'Phrbson. 

tfr.  Jobs  Laird. 

Mr.JoB2f  M'EwAif. 

Dr.  A.  BL  David60N. 

^.  J.  C.  Macphaiu 


Mr.  Alex.  Wilson. 

Mr.  James  Iknbs. 

Mr.  Alex.  F.  Moir. 

Mr.  Jas.  Iverach. 

Mr.  George  Clazy. 

Mr.  James  Ewing,  Dundee. 

Mr.  Alex.  M'Kenzie,  Falkland. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Cunningham. 

Mr.  James  Morrison,  Urquhart. 

Mr.  Willlam  Nixon. 

Mr.  George  D.  Low. 


BLDERa 


Mr.  Jamd  Wilson. 

^.  WnjJAM  DiCKRON. 

Mr.  W.  KiDSTOK. 
Mr.  Charles  Ck>WAN. 
Mr.  Wm.  Henderson. 
Mr.  Alex.  S.  Baibd. 


Mr.  James  Parlane. 

Mr.  RORERT  LUBISDEN. 

Mr.  David  Dickson. 
Mr.  Alex.  Gray. 
Mr.  BoRERT  G.  Gray. 
Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlisu. 


Dr.  Main,  Ckmvener. 


No.  in. 


iitt  €\inxtlQ  ai  S^r0tIantr. 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


HOME    MISSION   AND   CHURCH   EXTENSION 

COMMITTEE. 


MAY    1880. 


The  Home  Mission  work  of  the  Ghurch  has  been  carried  on  during  the 
P^  year  under  special  difficnlties  and  disadvantages.  The  country  has 
been  suffering  from  commercial  and  agricultural  depression  alike  general, 
protracted,  and  severe.  This  state  of  things  has  pressed  heavily  on 
tbe  whole  community ;  for  it  has  limited  the  means  and  increased  the 
boideDs  of  those  in  better  circumstances,  and  it  has  reduced  to  the  greatest 
rjaita  a  large  number  of  the  labouring  population.  It  has  thus  been  no 
easy  matter  for  Mission  Sutions  and  Charges,  which  are  chiefly  planted 
i3K}Dg  the  poor,  and  draw  most  of  their  members  from  that  class,  to  raise 
tbe  foods  necessary  for  supporting  the  various  agencies  in  operation. 
r^ere  have  been  manifold  embarrassments,  with  the  inevitable  effect  of 
curtailing  and  hampering  Christian  effort.  The  time  has  been  most  try- 
ing, and  in  not  a  few  cases  the  stniggle  and  strain  have  taxed  to  the  very 
:uD08t  the  powers  of  endurance.  The  same  causes,  as  will  afterwards 
^pear,  have  affected  the  Committee's  resources,  and  so  diminished  the 
^ility  to  lend  that  assistance  which  was  more  than  ever  before  needed. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  the  state  of  the  country,  while  rendering 
Home  Mission  work  more  difficult,  has  at  the  same  time  made  it  more 
accessary.  Low  wages,  partial  employment,  and  often  none  at  all,  have  cast 
great  numbers  of  the  labouring  classes  down  from  a  position  of  comfort 
and  respectability.  Scarcely  able  to  get  bread  for  themselves  and  families, 
lowcoold  they  provide  the  clothing  which  is  deemed  suitable  for  the 
S&bbath  and  sanctuary  ?  Settled  homes  have  had  to  be  broken  up,  and, 
f^ith  these,  often  settled  habits.  Removals  have  abounded,  and  there  is 
ilwayg  a  danger  in  such  cases  of  falling  away  from  Church  attendance,  of 
ce&iiog  to  belong  to  one  congregation  while  not  becoming  connected  with 
i&other,  and  so  of  swelling  the  ranks  of  the  loose,  careless  multitude 
3  ▲ 
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without.  It  is  matter  for  thankfulness  that  there  is  now  a  decided  change 
to  the  hetter,  but  it  will  be  many  a  day  before  the  ground  lost  bas  \)een 
regained — ^before  the  evils  entailed  have  been  remedied.  In  the  procen 
of  recovery  the  Church  has  an  important  part  to  play,  and  especially  in 
connection  with  this  department  of  her  work.  The  field  has  been  widened, 
new  and  noxious  weeds  have  grown  up  in  it,  and  the  need  of  Tigitroos 
cultivation  has  been  thereby  much  increased.  Instead  of  ceasing  or 
relaxing  effort,  there  is  a  loud  call  for  greater  activity,  liberality,  k^ 
and  sel^denial  than  ever.     8till  the  imperative  duty  is  to  go  forward. 

In  all  departments  of  the  scheme  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  in  i 
vigorous  manner,  and  attended  with  an  encouraging  measure  of  success^ 
It  is  not  in  our  power — and  this  is  matter  of  regret — to  point  to  anj  vei^ 
special  or  striking  results.  There  is  a  prevailing  deaaness  at  present| 
from  the  influence  of  which  Home  Mission  effort  is  not  exempted.  Tb^ 
Spirit  has  not  been  coming  down  like  floods  upon  the  dry  ground.  BqI 
if  there  has  not  been  a  plenteous  shower,  drops  at  least  have  fallen  gi 
many  parched  spots,  making  them  green  and  fruitful.  Numbers  baT| 
been  gathered  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  from  the  ranks  of  th{ 
outcast,  and  especially  has  this  taken  place  in  connection  with  our  terrj 
torial  operations.  Here  and  there  too,  testimony  is  borne  to  manife^ 
cases  of  conversion,  to  displays  of  Ood's  saving  power  which  have  greatlj 
cheered  the  hearts  of  missionaries  and  ministers.  And  often  results  ai 
not  less  real  when  they  are  not  so  visible,  for  the  seed  may  grow  secret! 
and  mature  but  slowly.  However,  the  actual  state  of  matters  will  be  mor 
clearly  seen  by  looking  at  the  work,  not  generally,  or  as  a  whole,  but  t 
it  branches  out  into  its  various  departments. 

I.— CHURCH  EXTENSION  STATIONS  AND  CHABGES. 

1.  Stations, — Last  year  the  number  of  these  was  33,  this  year 
is  34.  One  of  the  former  list,  Glamis,  has  been  discontinued.  Itvi 
always  of  an  experimental  nature,  and,  from  whatever  cause,  it  nev^ 
attained  to  any  considerable  strength,  though  the  need  of  an  evangelist 
and  aggressive  agency  in  the  district  was  and  is  undoubtedly  grel 
Two,  Portobello  and  Braehead,  have  been  placed  on  the  footing  of  C«i 
gregational  Missions,  as  more  in  accordance  with  their  organisation  al 
])08ition.  Cleland,  Wbifflet,  and  Nitshill  have  passed  into  the  class 
Church  Extension  Congregations,  having  been  sanctioned  as  charges  1 
last  General  Assembly.  Ministers  have  been  settled  in  them  with  eve 
prospect  of  usefulness  and  comfort. 

The  following  seven  have  been  added  in  the  course  of  the  year  :— 

(1.)  Boddam. — This  is  a  large  coast  village  near  Peterhead,  and 
surrounded  by  a  considerable  rural  population.  Its  claims  have  be 
repeatedly  pressed  on  the  Committee,  specially  by  the  Deputies  sent  noi 
to  the  neighbourhood  during  the  herring-fishing  season.  A  grant 
been  voted,  and  a  missionary  appointed  for  a  time,  but  the  movemen 
meanwhile  strictly  experimental,  and  it  will  be  continued  or  terminat 
according  as  the  result  of  the  present  effort  may  throw  light  on  the  p 
of  duty. 

(2).  Draffan. — The  village  so  called  is  a  large   miniog  one  with 
wide  district  of  a  similar  kind  stretching  around  it,  and  it  lies  betwe 
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Crossford  and  LesmahagoWy  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lanark. 
The  field  is  necessitons,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work,  which  has  not  been 
hug  io  progress,  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  people. 

(3.)  MaxwelUown  Mission, — It  is  situated  in  a  poor  and  populous  part 
of  the  town  of  Dumfries,  and  has  been  in  operation  for  several  years.  A 
ball  wu  provided,  and  the  agent  employed  was  largely  supported  by  the 
ictfrest  of  money  which  a  friend  had  devoted  to  the  purpose,  but  which 
onfortnnately  was  lately  lost  through  commercial  disaster ;  and  in  these 
circQiDstances  application  was  made  to  the  Committee  for  that  assistance 
vhich  had  become  necessary  if  the  Mission  was  to  be  maintained.  The 
Secretary  visited  the  field,  conferred  with  the  local  parties  in  whose  hands 
tbe  management  was,  and  arranged  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  the 
^stiblisbment  of  a  regular  station.  These  having  in  due  course  been 
fru<idered  and  sanctioned  by  the  Presbytery,  the  usual  Home  Mission 
nut  n-as  given. 

.i)  Drumoak, — This  is  a  parish  lying  between  Aberdeen  and  upper 

Wiory,  and  its  very  considerable  resident  population  is  materially  aug- 

ptsted  ID  summer  and  autumn  by  the  visitors  who  frequent  the  district 

It  d)6  neighbouring  city.     The  distance  from  any  Free  Church,  and 

;'^fr  circumstances,  rendered  the  formation  of  a  congregation  there  most 

«>srable,  and  lately  the  steps  necessary  for  that  purpose  were  energetic- 

KT  set  about,  with  the  hearty  approval  and  co-operation  of  the  Presby- 

te.7.   A  church  has  been  built  and  opened  for  public  worship,  application 

^  sanction  as  a  charge  is  being  made  to  this  Assembly,  and  there  can 

>^  little  doubt  that  the  station  will  soon  occupy  that  higher  position. 

.Veanwhile  the  Committee  felt  called  to  give  every  possible  encourage- 

seLt  and  assistance  in  their  power. 

(^•)  Orangemouth. — ^It  is  proposed  to  form  a  second  congregation  here, 
^  present  one  building  and  removing  to  another  church.  In  the  tran- 
fition  state  of  matters  a  grant  has  been  voted  for  the  support  of  a  mission- 
vy  to  cooperate  with  the  minister  in  keeping  up  double  services,  and  to 
U)OQr  in  the  part  of  the  town  which  is  ultimately  to  be  occupied  by  the 
^v  congr^Etion. 

(6.)  Olenbaig. — ^This  is  a  considerable  village  in  the  Chryston  district. 
A  neat  brick  hall  has  been  erected,  and  at  the  first  dispensation  of  the 
Urd*s  Sapper  some  time  ago  53  were  admitted.  Formerly  it  was  carried 
ex  as  a  Congregational  Mission,  but  it  was  lately  sanctioned  as  a  station 
^  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  when  the  usual  grant  was  given  by  the 
^mittee. 

(7.)  Skdhfmuir  is  in  the  midst  of  a  mining  population,  and  has  been 
taken  charge  of  by  the  Cockpen  congregation.  There  too  a  suitable  hall 
'U  been  built,  assistance  having  been  asked  and  obtained  for  the  purpose 
^^n  the  Miners'  Mission  Fund.  The  field  is  necessitous,  and  it  is  hoped 
|iat  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  with  a  view  to  the  spiritual  good  of 
-«  people  will  not  be  without  fruit. 

^  Of  the  stations  at  present  on  the  list,  4  are  applying  to  this  Assembly 
'-f  sanction.  These  are  Abercom,  North  Queensferry,  Ettrick,  and 
^niDoak.  They  are  all  interesting  cases,  and  well  worthy  of  tbe  most 
<Avr«rable  oonsideration.  Abercom,  a  Disruption  charge,  with  the  late 
^^-  L  H.  Irving  then  as  its  minister,  had  to  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of 
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a  station  two  or  tbree  years  ago,  when  a  vacancy  oecnrred.  In  the  inter- 
val it  has  gained  strength  instead  of  losing  it ;  it  is  oontribating  liberally 
for  the  support  of  ordinances,  and  is  making  arrangements  with  a  tiew  tn 
the  rebuilding  of  the  church,  which  has  become  somewhat  dilapidated  and 
uncomfortable.  At  a  recent  visit  it  was  cheering  to  mark  these  and  other 
hopeful  signs.  North  Queensferry  is  not  a  little  important,  both  in  itself 
and  by  reason  of  the  number  of  visitors  from  Edinburgh  and  elsewbeit 
who  reside  in  the  neighboarhood  of  it  during  the  summer  and  anttinui 
months.  An  exceedingly  neat  small  church  has  been  erected,  and  is  now 
entirely  free  of  debt  The  nucleus  of  a  congregation  has  been  gathered, 
and  in  course  of  time  a  faithful  labourer  will  draw  around  him  a  flock,  net 
large  it  may  be,  but  favourably  situated  for  exerting  no  little  inflaenoa 
Ettrick  awakens  associations  both  natural  and  spiritual  of  apowerfalkini 
The  population  is  sparse,  and  the  congregation  is  spread  overawideareif 
having  two  places  of  worship  several  miles  apart,  one  of  them  being  i 
neat  and  comfortable  church  of  recent  erection.  The  progress  already 
made  is  most  encouraging,  and  doubtless  the  settlement  of  a  stated  pastor 
would  contribute  greatly  to  stability  and  progress.  Dmmoak  has  beet 
referred  to  already  as  a  new  station  set  up  to  meet  a  real  want,  and 
destined  soon,  under  prudent  and  zealous  management,  to  become  an  im* 
portant  charge. 

The  last  annual  returns  were  duly  reported  on  to  the  Oonunitteej 
Generally  speaking,  they  were  of  a  satisfactory  nature,  and  where  u] 
special  defect  appeared  representations  were  made  to  the  proper  partial 
A  good  many  of  the  stations  were  visited  personally  by  the  Secretary  in  tbs 
course  of  the  year,  on  which  occasions  he  usually  addressed  the  peopk 
and  either  before  or  after  the  service  conferred  with  the  misrionarrd 
office-bearers.  As  often  as  circumstances  permitted,  a  Sabbath  was  gi^& 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Gk)spel  at  them.  It  is  believed  that  snch  lis^'^ 
are  not  a  little  valued,  and  that  they  have  the  effect  of  stimulating  ui 
strengthening  those  who  often  occupy  isolated  positions,  and  labour  nnde^ 
serious  discouragements. 

2.  Charges, — The  number  of  these  charges  last  year  was  37;  this  year  i 
is  36.  Four  were  raised  to  the  platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  acoordiu 
to  the  established  rule  on  the  subject,  these  being  Aucfaterless,  CrosBford 
Forth  and  Wilsontown,  and  Tollcross.  Three  were  added  by  sanctioi 
namely,  the  three  already  mentioned  as  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  stations 
Whifflet,  Cleland,  and  Nitshill.  The  two  former  are  situated  in  mininj 
districts,  and  already  they  have  struggled  with  and  overcome  fonnidabi 
difficulties.  They  have  suffered  severely  from  the  long  continned  ani 
deep  depression  which  has  affected  this  class  of  the  population  more  thai 
any  other,  but  they  have  not  given  way  under  the  strain,  and  now  thej 
are  settled  with  young,  vigorous,  and  zealous  ministers.  Nitshill  is 
congregation  partly  but  not  predominantly  composed  of  the  same  mininj 
class.  It  had  a  long  career  as  a  station,  and  having  at  last  got  a  ne^ 
church  erected,  and  a  pastor  of  experience  set  over  it,  the  hope  marl) 
reasonably  entertained  that  it  will  gradually  attain  greater  strength,  an 
exert  a  blessed  spiritual  influence  in  the  locality  where  it  is  placed. 

The  usual  annual  returns  were  received  from  the  Extension  Char?ei 
and  reported  on  fully  to  the  Committee.  As  in  the  former  oase,  any  defec) 
calling  for  special  noticoi  as  inadequate  support  of  the  varioos  Uisai^ 
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Bcheoei^  were  pointed  out  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  these  commnnica- 
lioos  always  met  with  a  becoming  response.  The  burdens  under  which 
gome  of  them  have  laboured  during  the  recent  bard  times  have  been 
Krioagj  and  the  faith  both  of  ministers  and  people  has  been  severely  tried. 
Tbe  Lord  grant  that  returning  temporal  prosperity  may  be  accompanied 
with  equal  or  greater  spiritual  prosperity,  that  the  sowing  in  tears  may  now 
be  followed  by  a  reaping  in  joy. 

II.— TERKITORIAL  MISSIONS  AND  CHABQES. 

L  Missums, — ^There  are  four  of  these — ^Annfield,  Parkhead,  and  Fossil- 

park,  all  in  or  near  Glasgow,  and  Perth  Territorial.     The  two  former, 

Aesfield  and  Parkhead,  are  but  in  an  initial  stage,  and  have  not  yet 

ffiibed  any  great  strength.     The  fields,  however,  are  large  and  needy ; 

^\  ve  cannot  doubt  that  faithful  labour  will  be  followed  there  as 

Mere  by  blessed  results.     Possilpark   is   connected  with  Benfield 

tt|R|ation,   and    is  under  the  immediate  charge   of  the    Bev.   H. 

AvBond,  Lecturer  on  Natural  Science,  Glasgow  Free  Church  College. 

^9^  hands  it  has  prospered  greatly,  so  that,  after  a  comparatively  short 

^  there  are  120   members,  an   attendance  of  from   200  to  250  at 

(^  principal  diet  of  worship,  a  Sabbath-school  of  nearly  300,  several 

i^en  meetings,  with  a  variety  of  other  agencies  in  fall  operation.     A 

ebreh  which  cost  £3200  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  a  large  part  of  the 

iKessaiy  funds  has  been  provided.     A  manifold  blessing  has  attended 

Kr.  Drommond's  able  and  devoted  labours  in  this  district.     Perth  Terri- 

^,  after  a  season  of  difficulty  and  discouragement,  has  within  the  last 

^  or  ten  months  made  remarkable  progress  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Symon, 

fcnoerly  of  Newton  Grange.     Tbe  members  number  111,  and  tbe  average 

ittendanoe  on  Sabbath  is  150  in  the  forenoon,  and  200  in  the  afternoon. 

Ib  All  respects  the  equipment  is  very  complete,  and  the  results  are  most 

^o^M,    The  church  previously  occupied  by  St.  Stephen's  congregation 

^  been  acquired,  and  fitted  up  for  the  purposes  of  the  Mission.     The 

Secretary  lately  dispensed  the  Communion  at  the  station,  and  was  much 

gt&ti&d  by  its  state  and  prospects. 

2.  Chsr^, — There  were  27  in  last  year's  list ;  in  this  year's  there  are 
ft.  Id  the  case  of  Ogilvie  Church,  Dundee,  the  grant  ceased  because  of  the 
(i^Dgress  made,  and  in  that  of  Wilson  Church,  Dundee,  it  came  suddenly 
toan  end  by  the  suppression  of  the  charge  from  unfortunate  circumstances 
.  *ith  which  the  Committee  were  in  no  way  connected.  One  has  been 
idded,  Causewayend,  Aberdeen,  over  which  the  Bev.  J.  Bae,  late  of  the 
ubanon  Mission,  has  just  been  settled  as  the  first  minister.  A  difficulty 
*>^  as  to  the  amount  of  the  grant  in  this  case,  but  it  is  not  necessary 
to  enter  here  into  any  details,  as  the  matter  is  to  be  brought  under  the 
Notice  of  the  Assembly  through  the  Presbytery,  it  is  understood,  when  the 
vien  of  the  Committee  and  the  grounds  on  which  their  decision  rested 
*vi  be  brought  out,  should  that  be  found  needful.  An  abstract  of  the 
'^pnt  made  regarding  these  Territorial  charges,  and  based  on  the  returns 
^ved  from  them,  appeared  in  the  Recordy  and  was  substantially  as 
Mows:— 

^veaty-fire  of  the  twenty-seven  charges  sent  in  the  Annual  Schedules.     Four 
^Uicm  do  not  atate  the  sittings  let,  but  the  othera  do,  and  they  make  a  total  of 
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7874,  being  an  avenge  of  375  for  each  congregation,     llftere  can  be  ao  doabt 
that  the  severe  commercial  depression  has  affected  in  a  very  spedsl  way  thii 
class  of  charges,  which  are  situated  for  tbe  most  part  in  the  great  centres  of  industry, 
and  are  largely  composed  of  those  suffering  frcnn  the  lower  rate  of  wages,  and,  in 
many  cases,  from  the  want  of  employment  altogether.     The  tendency  of  thii 
state  of  matters  has  been  to  ke^  down  the  returns  from  seat-rents,  and  to  lover 
the  contributions  generally.     In  one  congregation  the  increase  or  decresBe  d 
membership  during  the  year  is  not  mentioned ;  but  in  all  the  other  twenty-fov 
there  is  an  increase,  which,  after  deducting  removals,  deatha,  eta,  amonnti  to 
1979,  giving  an  average  of  fully  80.     In  several  the  additiona  have  been  v«7 
large,  for  we  find  such  numbers  as  the  following: — 100,  106,  111,  171,  174, 210, 
267.     The  work  among  the  young  is  extensive  and  hopefuL     There  is  an  attend- 
ance  at  S&bbath-achools  and  Bible-classes  of  nearly  9000.    Some  congregatiou 
are  cultivating  this  field  extensively,  and  with  great  effect    One  reports  650 ;  t 
second,  698;  a  third,  713  Sabbath-schdara     It  is  always  difficult  to  vfeak 
definitely  and  positively  of  spiritual  results,  but  in  certain  cases  tesiiinaay  ia 
borne  to  the  undoubted  reality  and  considerable  extent  of  such  fruits.    Thus  ooe 
minister  says : — "  I  see  manifest  evidences  that  the  preaching  ol  the  CrcMs  is  not 
in  vain.     We  have  had  most  cheering  indications  of  the  power  of  the  Lord  being 
present  to  bless  the  ordinary  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  we  have  had  some  reiy 
striking  manifestations  of  the  almighty  sovereign  grace  of  God,  as  I  believe, 
turning  men  to  righteousness  and  to  Christ.'* 


III.— CONGREGATIONAL  MISSIONS. 

These  last  year  numbered  95,  including  two  double  grants,  62  of  tbes 
being  under  the  charge  of  students,  and  33  under  that  uf  probatioDers  or 
catechists.  At  present  tbere  are  88,  65  of  the  fonner  dass,  and  23 
latter.     Tbe  changes  have  been  the  following : — 

(1.)  Removed  from  the  former  list — 

Chryston,  now  Glenboig,  made  a  station. 

Rutherford,  Aberdeen,  Discontinued. 

Bell  Street,  Glasgow,  „ 

St.  Enoch's,      do.  „ 

Lochgelly,  „ 

Dumfries,  South,  ,^ 

Portobello,  for  Niddiie,  „ 

Stirling,  West,  „ 

Strathkinnes,  for  Dura  Den,   „ 

Kilmarnock,  Grange,  „ 

Steveuston,  „ 

St.  Peter's,  Edinburgh  (one  grant).  Discontinued,  1 2. 

(2.)  Added  to  listr- 

TJphall,  admitted. 

Fartick,  High,  omitted  last  year,  2. 

(3.)  Transferred  to  1st  Class  from  2d — 

Chalmers',  Edinburgh. 
Augustine,  Glasgow. 
Great  Hainilton  Street,    „ 
London  Road,  „ 

Nairn,  „  6. 
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The  dimioation  of  the  number  is  largely  owing  to  the  fact  that  for  a 

considerable  time  the  Committee  have  declined,  or  at  least  deferred,  all 

new  applications  for  grants,  and  some  of  these  presented  exceedingly 

stroog  and  nigent  claims.     The  outlay  under  this  head  had  grown  to  be 

quite  eioeasiye,  oat  of  all  due  proportion  to  that  in  the  other  departments 

of  the  scheme;  and  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  reduce  it,  especially 

in  the  exhausted  state  of  the  finances.     The  process  will  have  to  be 

carried  still  further,  unless  mnch  ampler  means  are  placed  at  the  disposal 

of  the  Committee.     They  regret  greatly  that  they  have  had  to  disappoint 

applicants,  but  they  had  no  alternative  in  existing  circumstances.     I^ast 

year's  expenditure  reached  the  large  sum  of  £2500,  not  much  less  than 

tbe  whole  amount  contributed  by  the  congregations  of  the  Church  at  the 

AcQoal  Collection.     The  schedules  sent  in  as  usual  furnished  materials 

(■r  a  report  to  the  Committee,  which  afterwards  appeared  in  the  Miasion- 

ff|  Record,     The  most  material  facts  were  the  following : — 

Tbe  organisation  established  and  the  work  done  are  generally  satis- 

^^.   As  regards  Sabbath-schools,  the  attendance  is  often  not  specified, 

^  is  a  good  few  instances  there  seem  to  be  no  Mission-schools  separate 

^Ti3  the  Congregational  ones ;  but  the  number  of  the  young  receiving 

?si|}(Hia  instruction  in  this  way  is  evidently  very  large.     Thus,  in  answer 

^  the  query  under  this  head,  there  are  such  figures  as  these  given  :  240, 

i^,  300,  310,  321,  500,  500,  700,  861.     The  returns  do  not  show  with 

exactness  how  many  are  engaged  in  the  various  departments  of  Christian 

vork,  as  Sabbath- school  teachers,  district  visitors,  tract  distributors,  and 

tbe  like;  but  bands  of  50,  60,  70,  80,  98,  100,  106,  148,  and  200  are 

^rted.    The  inquiry  as  to  persons  added  to  the  membership  of  the 

Charcb,  either  by  admissions  for  the  first  time  or  restorations  after  lapsing, 

^  a  most  important  one,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  replies 

ve  often  far  from  being  definite.     Some  ministers  say  there  have  been 

i^e,  others  leave  the  question  blank,  others  still  satisfy  themselves  with 

» quite  general  answer,  as  "a  few,"  "several,"  "a  good  number,"  **a 

considerable  namber."     Fifty- two  schedules  contain  exact   numerical 

reiDlu,  and  these  give  a  total  of  531.    At  the  same  rate  the  increase  on 

tbe  whole  returns  would  be  upwards  of  850.     In  addition  to  these 

cumbers  brought  in  mention  is  made  again  and  again  of  individuals  and 

families  restored  to  church-going  habits,  and  there  are  references  also  to 

striking  evidence  of  some  having  undergone  a  saving  change.     Thus  one 

B>ioister  reports  18  persons  as  apparently  thus  turned  to  the  Lord. 

rV.— EVANGELISTIC  AGENCIES. 

1.  AuaMy  Deputies. — ^The  six  Deputies  selected  by  the  Committee 
^  set  apart  by  last  Assembly  for  Evangelistic  work  during  a  part  of 
^  year  were : — 

^T.  T.  Macadam,  ChryBton.  Rev.  D.  Bametaon,  Roalin. 

ti   A.  Andrew,  Cnnningham  Church,  „    A.  Comrie,  Carnoustie. 

Qlasgow.  „    W.  PatersoD,  Fraserburgh, 
t  A.  BladL,  Armadale,  now  of  Dundee. 

(1.)  Mr.  Macadam's  spheres  of  labour  were  Botriphnie,  Grange, 
^/^ien,  and  Fyvie  in  the  north,  and  Castle-Douglas  in  the  south.  In 
-is  report  he  says : — 
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••My  first  Tint  was  to  Botriphnie.  Prepsratory  meetiiigs  bad  beeo  Ldd  on 
ihs  previous  week,  and  on  my  arriTal  I  found  nearly  an  oidinaiy  Sabbath  con- 
gregation assesibled  in  the  church.  Great  interest  was  manifested  tbiongbout, 
as  shown  by  the  increasing  attendance,  eTen  at  a  very  busy  season  of  the  year 
when  agricultural  labour  is  so  hard.  Many  people  came  regularly  from  losg 
distanees,  and  considering  the  population  one  could  hardly  think  where  theyal 
cafaie  from.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  services  created  much  intereft»iii 
were  the  occasion  of  much  talk  of  a  favourable  kind  in  the  community.  It  va 
oertainly  a  hopeful  sign  to  see  an  audience  like  an  ordinary  Sabbath  cGngrega* 
tion  coming  out  night  after  night." 

After  referring  to  his  work  at  the  other  places  meDtioned^  Mr.  Hacadua 
thus  oonclodes : — 

"  In  all,  I  had  the  privilege  of  preaching  the  gospel  forty  times  during  thei4 
■ix  weeks,  and  though  I  cannot  speak  of  any  direct  striking  results,  I  ihooM  U 
surprised  if  the  interest  shown  were  not  an  indication  that  by  the  blesnng  oi 
God  good  has  been  done.  In  most  places  there  is  a  good  deal  of  unfoTtonat^ 
prejudice  against  evangelistic  services,  which  may  be  traced  veiy  esnly  to  th^ 
rash  utterances  and  actions  of  many  who  engage  in  the  work  with  moR  xenj 
than  discretion.  Speaking  of  the  North,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
feeling,  where  it  existed,  hts  been  in  great  measure  broken  down,  and  that 
of  the  congregations  visited  would  give  a  still  more  hearty  welcome  to 
Assembly  Deputy.  I  could  only  wish  it  to  be  my  privilege  to  viiit  the  tm 
places  again.  ...  I  firmly  believe  that  the  success  of  such  meetings  u  reganii 
numbers  (and  indeed  every  way)  depends  on  the  influence  of  the  manse.** 

(2.)  Mr.  Andrew  spent  a  month  in  Orkney,  and  then  two  weeks  il 
Law,  near  Carluke.  The  parts  of  Orkney  specially  visited  by  him  vejtj 
Orphir,  Walls,  Harray,  Birsay,  Biennis,  Stromnees,  Finstown,  la^ 
Kirkwall.     In  his  report  to  the  Committee  he  says : — 

"  I  went  first  to  Orphir,  where  I  spent  a  whole  week,  and  conducted  tvtlii 
meetings ;  was  very  kindly  received,  and,  as  we  continued,  night  after  night 
meetings  increased,  and  almost  every  night  some  of  the  younger  people  vai< 
behind  to  be  spoken  with  in  regard  to  the  great  salvation.  From  Orphir  I  m 
across  Scapa  Flow  to  Walls,  and  visited  our  station  there,  and  was  much  grstii 
with  the  progress  made  of  late  in  the  erection  of  a  new  church  capable  of  h< 
250,  and  in  the  nupibers  attending.  But  there  is  urgent  need  of  some  saitai 
accommodation  for  the  missionary — [A  want  which  by  Mr.  Andrew's  aanitaii 
has  now  been  met].  From  Walls  I  went  to  Harray,  Birsay,  Steonis,  and  Strci 
ness,  and  took  part  in  services  connected  with  the  Communion  in  all  thew  ^ 
and  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  large  numbers  that  came  out  on  the  ?u 
day,  the  churches  being  nearly  as  well  filled  as  on  the  Sabbath,  while  the  Con 
munion  services  were  observed  with  marked  solemnity  and  decorum.  The  othe 
two  places  at  which  I  held  meetings  were  Finstown  and  EirkwaU.  Altogeth« 
within  the  month  I  had  no  fewer  than  83  different  opportunities  of  preachy 
the  gospel,  and  so  great  is  the  appetency  of  the  Orcadians  for  hearing  the  Wcr 
that  they  never  seem  to  tire  listening,  and  coming  long  distances  of  three,  fou 
and  five  miles  to  the  meetings." 

Mr.  Andrew  thns  concludes  his  report  regarding  Law : — 

"  On  an  average  we  had  about  200  people  every  night,  and  ohiefiy  meo.  ^' 
a  few  professed  to  have  received  blessing  not  only  among  the  young  bnt  am 

I  the  old,  and  during  the  last  week  of  the  series  the  interest  evidently  s] 

to  be  deepening,  and  desires  were  expressed,  for  a  continuation  of  the  senn 
It  was  well  done  to  arrange  for  such  meetings  at  Law,  and  I  look  irith  hopefi 

(  ness  upon  this  station  as  one  likely  to  rise  very  speedily  to  a  good  and  pennasea 

I  charge." 
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(3.)  Hr.  Black  aooompanied  Mr.  Andrew  to  Orkney,  bat  tbey  separated, 
lod  laboured  so  far  apart  in  order  the  better  to  overtake  the  large  field 
for  eraogelislie  efifurt  wbicb  the  islands  presented.  He  visited  Deer- 
oe«s,  St.  Andrews,  Kirkwall,  Finstown,  Westray,  and  Kirkwall.  In 
tbe  foil  and  interesting  account  of  his  mission  sent  to  the  Committee 
h  thru  writes : — 

"In all  I  held  3d  services  of  one  kind  and  another,  and  in  them  all  I  had  the 
akn  sympathy  and  co-operation  both  of  the  ministers  and  office-bearers.  The 
work  has  been  to  me  a  delightful  one,  and  I  trast  not  without  the  best  blessing 
vhich  caa  attend  any  work  done  for  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  The 
Vitality  of  the  brethren  was  overflowing,  and  the  disappointment  some 
ajnaed  when  they  found  we  could  not  overtake  their  congregations  was  not 
aioyiraydoabtfuL" 

Mr.  Black  concluded  his  term  of  service  at  Stevenston,  a  large  and 
ut^  field  on  the  Ayrshire  coast ;  and  the  minister  there  reports  regarding 
i^Tsit  to  the  following  effect : — 

"i  ^Te  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  all  the  meetings  held  by  him  were,  so 

irsoaa  could  judge,  very  successfuL     He  commenced  with  us  on  Tuesday 

^iepteaber,  and  doted  on  Sabbath  21  st  September,  and  in  all  24  addresses 

^  defiTsred.     These  addresses  were  remarkably  well  suited  to  awaken  such 

ijatrict.    The  numbers  present  at  the  meetings,  together  with  the  deep 

'"^^suiity,  were  quite  as  striking  as  last  year,  and,  as  on  last  occasion,  we  had 

^  ita^ons  outside  addressed  by  the  Deputy,  myself,  and  others.    At  some 

^  these  open-air  services  as  many  as  five  or  six  hundred  were  present.     Mr. 

wck  ipoke  at  one  of  these  stations  every  evening,  and  afterwards  held  another 

■Mtiog  in  the  church,  to  which  the  people  were  kindly  invited  by  the  out-door 

9^ken.    Thus  the  Deputy  spoke  twice  every  evening ;  and  I  need  scarcely  add 

tbt  be  most  willingly  and  heartily,  as  well  as  earnestly  and  energetically, 

fttned  this  course  to  the  very  end.     As  to  the  actual  results,  it  is  impossible  to 

■y  m  the  meantime.     In  some  respects  they  are  very  different  from  those  of  last 

|ttr;  bat  of  real  lasting  good  I  am  very  hopeful  indeed.     On  one  point  I  am  quite 

•i&leiit,  that  to  readi  even  the  ears  of  a  non-«hurch-going  people,  with  the 

■"i^ts  of  Qod  in  His  Word  so  powerfully  declared,  is  a  service  accomplished 

2^  Chnrch  that  God  will  bless.     On  the  whole,  the  experience  of  this  year 

"tpesa  my  conviction  in  favour  of  continuing  such  efforts." 

(i)  Mr.  Comrie's  time  and  labour  were  distributed  among  the  following 
w  places: — Locbgoilfaead,  Tillicoultry,  Slamannan,  and  Galston. 
■%^ing  his  work  at  Slamannan  Mr.  Reid  writes : — 

,  '1  am  gisd  to  say  that  we  were  delighted  with  his  visit.  The  meetings  were 
■j^y  opinion  extremely  well  attended,  and,  what  I  mentioned  to  you  when  Mr. 
**^  was  here,  almost  every  one  in  the  congregation  was  present  at  the 
^l^gs,  more  or  less.  That  gave  me  very  special  gratification,  as  one  would 
^  to  take  the  whole  congregation  along  with  one,  and  to  have  the  sympathy 
2^  entire  people  in  work  of  this  kind.  I  think  that  has  been  the  case  on 
■a  ooession  more  even  than  at  any  other  time.  As  yet  I  am  not  able  to 
^t^an  distinct  results,  for  I  was  not  able  to  get  into  contact  with  indiyiduals 
^mdi  this  time,  but  I  believe  we  must  trust  to  the  inward  power  of  the  Word 
VGod'i  blessing,  and  not  suppose  that  nothing  will  be  done  unless  we  have 
'^kiad  fingering  at  the  operation.  I  can  hardly  say  how  much  refreshed  and 
2*^1  hare  been  myself  with  Mr.  Comrie's  visit.  I  suppose  that  others  who 
^^  a  msawufe  isolated  like  myself  feel  it  difiScult  to  keep  on  edge  for  the 
^^  and  it  is  nothing  but  pleasure  to  find  the  spirits  rising,  and  new  vigour 
^og  into  the  whole  being  for  such  an  occasion." 
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Mr.  Maxwell,  Oalston,  says : — 

*'  I  have  much  pleasure  in  informing  yon  that  Mr.  Comrie  fnlfiOed  bis  appoint- 
ment to  Galaton  faithfully  and  welL  He  was  very  mnch  Uked  by  the  people, 
and  I  believe  he  has  been  the  means  of  doing  much  good.  From  evening  to 
evening  the  attendance  increased.  And  under  the  blessing  of  €rod  I  trust  thit 
many  wUl  be  brought  into  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  it 
this  time.     Many  of  God's  people  have  been  stirred  up  to  active  duty." 

(5.)  Mr,  BarnetsoD  laboared  at  Law,  Benrie,  Bowdeo,  and  WhiteyAlej 
Qlasgow.  He  was  also  to  have  visited  Cowcaddens,  Glasgow,  bat  m 
arrangement  has  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect.  Referring  to  La4 
be  says ; — 

"  We  had  first  an  open-air  service,  and  then  we  went  to  the  ehurdi  with 
we  could  induce  to  come.  Some  nights  we  had  more  outside  than  inside,  i 
other  nights  the  reverse.  The  attendance  on  the  week  evenings  langed  froi 
80  up  to  170  on  the  dosing  night  of  thejservioes*  and  on  the  Sabbath  eveoin 
from  250  to  300.  I  gave  some  II  or  12  addresses  in  the  open  air,  and  preach<i> 
inside  13  times  during  my  stay.  .  .  .  Nearly  every  night  of  the  second  ^ 
there  were  those  in  anxiety  about  their  souls  remaining  behind  for  convemtioi 
On  the  closing  night  of  my  work  at  Law,  the  numbers  of  those  who  wishi 
conversation  was  so  large  that  I  had  to  address  them  collectively.  It 
certainly  cheering  work,  and  easy  work  where  the  Lord  was  ivorking  with 
so  manifestly.  One  man  I  came  in  contact  with,  a  miner,  told  me  with 
beaming  face  that  he  had  been  brought  into  light  and  liberty  through  the 
preached  at  the  opening  of  the  Free  Church  at  Law.  The  text  was,  'And  J< 
there  is  room.'     You  know  who  preached  that  serman.** 

After  mentioning  a  particularly  interesting  case  of  two  sons  io  <^ 
family  apparently  turned  to  the  Lord,  details  of  which  are  not  given  t^^ 
motives  of  delicacy,  he  states  that  some  time  after  his  visit  the  missiootf! 
wrote,  informing  him  that  a  considerable  number  professed  to  have  pa^ 
from  death  unto  life.  In  Bervie  the  audiences  increased  nigbtly,  and  a 
repeated  evenings  he  had  the  delicate  and  difficult  duty  of  speaking  1 
sinners  in  anxiety  about  their  souls.  Beferring  to  Bowden  be  s^]\ 
**  though  it  is  a  quiet  rural  village,  at  none  of  the  places  where  I H 
been  had  I  such  large  audiences  in  proportion  to  the  popnlation.  Nig 
after  night  many  of  the  people  came  miles  walking  through  tbe  snow 
hear  the  gospel.  Here  I  had  but  seven  services,  including  the  two  serTio 
on  Sabbatb,  and  the  attendance  through  the  week  was  quite  as  good 
that  on  Sabbath  forenoons." 

(6.)  Mr.  Paterson  was  deputed  to  Forfar  (East),  Rutherford  Cburch  ai 
High  Churcb,  Aberdeen.     Mr.  Bell  thus,  reports : — 

"  Mr.  P.  conducted  special  services  in  connection  with  my  congregation  f 
week,  commencing  Sabbath  the  5th  October.  The  meetings  were  weU  attends 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  were  greatly  enjoyed.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  * 
witness  to  Mr.  P.'s  earnest,  ablci  and  poweSrful  addresses.  I  believe  they  ▼ 
owned  of  God,  especially  to  the  stirring  up  of  believers.  I  desire  to  add  i 
testimony  to  that  of  many  others,  to  the  wisdom  which  has  led  our  Church 
make  such  yearly  appointments  for  special  evangelistic  labour  of  miniiti 
possessed  of  the  requisite  qualifications.'* 

Mr.  Dewar,  Butherford  Church,  writes  as  follows : — 

*'  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  report  to  yon  what  success  attended  our  w"^  , 
special  services.  We  began  immediately  after  the  half-yearly  Commnnion,  indoj 
we  made  the  Communion  evening  the  first  of  the  series,  and  coatinaed  throoghoi 
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the  week.  We  IumI  thus  two  Sabbaths  included  in  the  series,  and  upon  these 
eremngs  the  attendance  was  very  large.  At  the  week  evening  meetings  the 
atteadanee  of  coarse  was  much  smaller,  but  very  encouraging  when  the  cold, 
Utfty  chincter  of  the  weather  is  remembered.  Mr.  Paterson's  labours  were 
iughij  a|)predated,  and  were  greatly  blessed  to  many  of  our  ordinary  congrega- 
tion. We  have  also  been  greatly  cheered  by  a  goodly  number  of  interesting 
cues  of  anxiety  that  have  come  under  our  notice ;  and  such  as  these  we  may 
uped  to  meet  for  some  time  to  come,  for  the  impression  at  all  the  meetings  was 
of  a  deeply  solemn  nature.  I  do  feel  that  an  occasional  exchange  of  labour,  and 
nKttiiigi  aomewhat  special  in  their  character,  are  a  great  assistance  to  the  spiri- 
tul  life  of  a  congregation.'* 

Ur.  Pateraon  himself  thus  reports : — 

"Some  of  the  meetings  were  exceedingly  interesting.  Nothing  could  exceed 
^itiQiien  and  the  attention.  It  was  a  privilege  too  to  converse  with  inquirers. 
T:*  congregations  prepared  for  the  Deputy's  work,  and  I  trust  were  able  to  reap 
fc3t  fruit  My  impressions  are  growing  stronger  about  the  importance  of  the 
Hat  Miaiion  Committee's  work  in  this  department,  and  the  wisdom  and  the 
^?oety-  of  the  Church  herself  supplying  such  services  where  required.  Our 
^'^^'^^an  system  is  capable  of  great  elasticity  and  adaptability  of  agency  to 
<  Vjtim  work,  and  to  the  varied  necessities  of  different  locidities,  and  the  Church 
^^  do  well  to  use  all  the  gifts  the  Master  has  given  her  for  His  work." 

i  Deputies  to  Fishing'Stations. — Hundreds, indeed  thousands  of  Englisb- 
^'xihag  fishermen  congregate  annually  at  certain  stations  along  the 
c&iit,  and  remain  there  for  perhaps  as  long  as  two  months  at  a  time. 
r&ey  are  then  far  away  from  the  comforts,  the  habits,  and  the  restraints  of 
k>ae  life,  and  are  exposed  to  powerful  temptations  of  various  kinds.  Feeling 
tbat  these  men  stand  greatly  in  need  at  such  seasons  of  having  some  special 
pruTiaon  made  for  their  spiritual  wants,  the  Committee  have  for  years 
becQ  io  the  practice  of  sending  ministers  with  suitable  gifts  to  labour 
isoDg  them,  and  there  have  been  many  tokens  of  the  Divine  blessing 
^t«DdiDg  the  work  thus  carried  on.  Last  season  the  following  were  the 
tningements  made  :— 

Frtuerburgh, —     Rev.  A.  F.  Moir,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 

„      J.  Dewar,  Aberdeen. 

„     W.  Fraser,  Nigg. 

„      J.  FoRGAN,  Cullen. 
Peterhead, —         Bev.  A.  J.  Macalpinx,  StobhiU. 

„     W.  Fraskr,  Nigg. 

„    J.  Gray,  Bellie. 

„    G.  D.  Low,  Aberdeen. 
Stamoufoy, —       Rxv.  A.  Camerok,  Govan. 
Barra, —  „    D.  Colvin,  Inverness. 

„     C.  Ross,  Tobermory. 

Id  consequence  of  a  strong  representation  made  to  them  on  the  subject, 
ti-tf  Committee  agreed  to  oo-operate  with  the  Bev.  A.  Miller,  Buckie,  who 
(Ai'i  s  visit  to  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  6  miles  apart,  for  the  purpose  of 
eiamioing  into  the  state  of  things  among  the  Scotch  fishermen  there,  as 
••gards  spiritual  oversight,  and  seeing  whether  it  would  not  be  necessary 
**■  Qake  some  arrangements  in  future  for  sending  a  Deputy  to  that  part  of 
*-^  English  coast  during  the  fishing  season.  On  his  return  an  interesting 
*?'rt  was  prepared  by  him,  the  greater  portion  of  which  appeared  in  the 
^'mwMwy  Record. 
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From  time  to  time  acconnts  of  the  laboara  carried  on  at  tlMBe  Tsiiooa 
HtatioDS  have  heeo  given  to  the  Chiirch.  Beferring  to  the  letters  of 
Messrs.  Macalpine,  Eraser,  and  Colvin  in  the  Becord^  it  may  he  enough 
here  to  present  one  additional  testimony  to  the  interesting  and  heneficiil 
natare  of  this  department  of  the  Committee's  work.  Mr.  Forgan  thos 
writes : — 


**  I  was  again  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  work  earned  on  hy  tli 
Home  Mission  Committee  through  its  Deputies.     It  would  be  difficolt  to  find  i 
more  inviting  field  for  evangeUstic  effort  than  Fraserbargh  presents  diniiig  the 
fishing  season.     The  town  is  literally  swanning  like  an  ant-hill  with  huntt 
beings,  having  three  or  four  times  its  ordinary  population  during  that  uutaa. 
When  one  thinks  of  the  vast  multitude  assembled  froai  all  parts  of  the  eoanti;— 
from  north,  south,  esst,  and  west,  one  cannot  but  recall  what  is  recorded  of  the 
Master  when  He  beheld  the  multitude  and  had  compassion  upon  them.   Tha 
Church  is  only  carrying  out  His  spirit  when  she  seeks  to  make  special  pn>> 
visions  for  their  wants.     Fishermen,  as  a  dass,  are  peculiarly  open  to  iympsthy, 
and  are  very  sensible  of  any  kindness  shown  them.    And  it  is  in  this  spirit  they 
welcome  the  special  interest  the  Church  manifests  in  them  during  the  herring- 
fishing  season.    The  special  services  held  for  them  in-doors  were  well  attended, 
and  one  could  not  desire  more  sympathetic  audiences  to  preach  to.    There  vu  »> 
want  of  people  to  attend  our  open-air  services  either,  for  the  streets  were  alviyi 
crowded  when  the  boats  were  not  at  sea.     The  open-air  services  on  Sabbeth 
evening  have  alwajrs  been  specially  well  attended,  Mid  have  always  bees  felt  to 
be  peculiarly  solemn  and  impressive.     On  the  evening  of  my  first  Ssbbath  there 
could  not  be  less  than  a  thousand  people  assembled,  the  crowd  extending  u^ 
as  the  voice  could  reach ;  and  as  one  felt  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  people  vhuit 
the  realities  of  eternity  were  being  set  before  them,  it  was  impossible  to  w 
the  impression  that  God  was  blessing  the  word  spoken.     A  new  featoiea 
interest  in  the  work  this  year  was  a  meeting  for  young  women  on  MoMtf 
evening,  which  was  largely  attended.    Altogeth^  I  enjoyed  much  my  interetf!" 
with  the  fishermen,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  Christian  men  amongst  th«a 
from  both  north  and  south.     On  my  way  home  from  Fraserburgh  last  seMOOi  t 
minister  told  me  of  the  conversion  of  a  young  man  belonging  to  fais  congreg>^ 
through  the  preaching  of  the  Home  Mivion  Deputies  in  the  West  Hi^ik&tt 
Let  us  cherish  the  hope  that  there  are  not  a  few  such  easesi  although  «e  naj 
not  always  hear  about  them." 

3.  Lay  Evangelists.— Two  of  these  have  been  regularly  employed,  and 
their  spheres  of  labour  have  been  as  under : — 


Mr,  Bvmie, 


Blochaim,  Glasgow. 

Holytown. 

Broxburn. 

ParkhilL 

Kemnay. 

Stockbridge,  Edinburgh. 

Pohnont. 

Linlithgow. 

Pittenweem. 

Wamphray. 

Camwath. 

Forfar  and  Lunanhead. 

Dalbeattie. 


Mr.Steofn. 


CrosshiU, 

Greengairs. 

Kinnethmonti 

Cowdenbeath. 

Aberdeen. 

Dnndee. 

Cranst<mhill,  Glaagoi 

Dumfries,  South. 

RuthwelL 

Boyndie. 

Miuiduff. 

AuchterlessL 

Pittenweem. 

Dmmblade. 

Mamoch. 
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Their  hbonn  haye  been  rnnoh  appreoiatecl,  and  not  a  little  blessed.  It 
niy  nffioe  to  addnoe  two  testimonies  to  that  effect — the  one  from  a 
ffliiiister  in  regard  to  Mr.  Binnie,  the  other  from  an  elder  respecting  Mr. 

"Mr.  &  nine  heroy  as  was  arrangedy  on  the  17th,  and  condaoted  meetings 
tin  bat  Sabbath  erenxng.  Arguing  from  the  attendance,  which  was  good  the 
finl  eTesing,  and  largely  and  steadily  increased  until  the  end,  the  interest 
avikaiMd  mnit  haye  been  yery  great.  Little  was  done  in  the  way  of  after-meet- 
ingi,  as  ve  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  press  them  where  the  people  were  so 
uued  to  this  kind  of  work.     One  pleasing  feature  was,  that  as  the  week  passed 

00  a  BomlMr  began  to  attend  who  were  not  members  of  our  own  congregation. 

1  believa  that  as  the  ice  has  now  been  broken  by  a  series  of  services  that  could 
pn  no  umecenaxy  offence,  the  way  has  been  cleared  for  evangelistic  work  in 
^  whole  neighbourhood.  I  cannot  close  without  saying  that  the  services  of 
■di  mes  as  Mr.  B.  are  invaluable.  Were  there  more  like  him,  and  their  ser- 
xm  wan  in  demand,  a  large  blessing  would  descend  on  our  Church." 

*0v  meetings  have  been  so  successful,  hundreds  attending  every  night,  all 
tkivaisters  have  been  very  much  in  ssrmpathy  with  the  work,  and  the  interest 
kamm  ss  time  moves  on.  Mr.  S.  is  very  much  appreciated  in  the  district, 
OiiaiiberB  have  come  out  to  hear  him  who  are  not  in  the  way  of  hearing  the 
f^  and  so  we  expect  much  good  may  result  from  his  labours  among  us." 

Tbe  following  are  the  arrangements  whioh  haye  been  made  for  this 


ivBogdktk  i>QiiUlef— Bev.  J.  Watsoit,  Free  Si  Matthew's,  Glasgow. 

„    J.  W.  Oeddis,  Banff. 

„    D.  S.  Hamiltok,  Symington. 

„    G.  Johnston,  Mamooh. 

„    J.  Tait,  Dumbarton. 

„    W.  Ferousson,  EUon. 
PeUrkead^      Bev.  T.  Gbant,  Tain. 

„  ,H.  FnzPATBiCK,  Aberdeen. 

„  *G.  G.  Macdonald,  OrdiquhilL 
FraMerbwrgh —  Bev.  A.  Inglis,  Dundee. 

„    P.  Brown,  Portknockie. 

„    W.  Ferousson,  EUon. 
Aomom^f —      Bev.  J.  D.  M*Einnon,  Dumfries. 
Baim —  Bev.  G.  Cassis,  Hopeman. 

LoehB<n»daie—B£iv.  A.  Simpson,  Torry,  Aberdeen. 

v.— MINEBS'  MISSION. 

The  state  of  matters  in  the  mining  districts  has  rendered  work  in  them 
7  difficult,  and  has  stood  greatly  in  the  way  of  progress.  It  is  reason 
thankfulness  that  congregations  and  stations  haye  passed  through  the 
ieal  u  they  haye  done,  and  that,  if  there  has  been  little  adyance,  there 
s  been  no  retreat.  An  improvement  has  taken  place  recently,  which, 
B  hoped,  will  continue  and  increase.  The  lesson  taught  this  class  has 
"t  a  painful  one,  but  should  it  be  effectually  learned  the  result  will  be 
th  ill  the  coat  in  hoayy  labour  and  severe  privation.  In  addition  to 
large  number  of  subsisting  grants  for  the  support  of  missionaries,  and 
npplementing  of  mmisters'  stipends  in  the  mining  districts,  and  to 
Bomerous  cases  of  renewal  during  the  year,  the  following  new  grants 
ne  been  voted  by  the  Committee : — 
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EASTERN  DIVISION. 

(1.)  BrooAwm. — ^A  grant  has  been  given  to  aid  in  the  SDpport  of  a 
Stndent-Misaionary.  A  large  and  increasing  nnmber  of  those  engaged  in 
mining  operations  are  settling  down  in  the  village  and  vicinity.  It  was 
felt  that  the  hands  of  the  minister  required  to  be  strengibenedf  if  this  clis 
was  to  be  properly  cared  for  and  not  left  in  a  comparatiTelj  neglected 
condition. 

(2.)  Cochpen, — A  grant  was  agreed  to  for  the  maintenance  of  a  Mis- 
sionary in  the  village  and  neighbourhood  of  Skeltymuir,  where  pecuQiuy 
assistance  had  previously  been  given  in  erecting  a  hall  suitable  for  tbe 
carrying  on  of  the  work. 

(3.)  LoanheacL — ^In  the  peculiar  and  painful  circumstances  of  tLis 
congregation  as  being  deprived  for  the  time  of  the  ordinary  mioistnr, 
help  was  given  to  enable  the  office-bearers,  under  the  guidaDoe  of  the 
Presbytery,  to  appoint  a  Missionary,  the  Committee  having  special 
respect  in  so  doing  to  the  large  mining  population  all  around. 

(4.)  HarihilL — This  congregation  having  been  brought  into  Berions 
difficulty  by  the  failure  through  commercial  reverses  of  large  sopport 
enjoyed  in  the  past  and  expected  for  the  future,  the  Committee  gave  i 
grant  of  £50  to  aid  in  liquidating  the  debt  on  the  ecclesiastical  baildings, 
a  sum  of  that  amount  voted  at  a  previous  time  not  having  been  claimed 
because  of  the  support  in  question. 

WESTERN  DIVISION. 

(1.)  Drqffan. — A  grant  at  the  rate  of  £30  a  year  was  voted  to  e9tll« 
a  Student-Missionary  to  be  employed  in  this  large  mining  village  isd 
district,  which  has  been  referred  to  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report 

(2.)  Buchanan  Memorial  Churchy  Qltugow, — A  grant  for  a  limited 
time  at  present  has  been  given  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  a  Missiooai; 
with  special  reference  to  the  large  number  of  miners  living  within  ^ 
district  allotted  to  this  congregation. 

(3.)  Whijfflet, — Application  was  made  for  a  grant  to  supplement  tb 
stipend  of  the  Minister  lately  settled.  Considering  the  insufficiency  < 
the  income,  and  the  arduous  nature  of  the  work  in  building  up  a  oongrt 
gation  so  composed  and  situated,  the  Committee  agreed  to  give  a  gni 
A>r  two  years,  the  rate  being  £30  for  the  first,  and  £20  for  the  second  ( 
these  years. 

(4.)  Cldandy  another  n^w  charge  in  the  Presbytery  of  Hamiltoi 
made  a  similar  application,  and  the  circumstances  being  substantially  ti 
same  as  in  the  former  case,  the  Committee  dealt  with  it  in  a  similar  manoe. 
granting  £30  for  the  first  year  and  £20  for  tbe  second. 

VI.— SPECIAL  GRANTS. 

There  are  eight  of  these  special  grants.  Two  of  them  are  to  adi 
ministers  to  provide  additional  services  for  summer  visitors  at  places  i 
the  coast  much  frequented  during  the  summer  and  autumn  month 
Other  two  are  to  defray  the  eipense  of  Deputies  sent  to  labour  among  ^ 
fishermen  in  the  remote  stations  of  Lewis  and  Barra.    Three  are  of  i 
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exceptioDAl  Datnre,  being  designed  to  meet  emergencies  which  seemed  to 
call  for  the  interposition  of  the  Committee.  By  far  the  largest  of  the 
DQiDber  is  one  of  £50  in  support  of  Mr.  Inglis,  the  agent  of  the  Edinburgh 
Sabbath-ficbool  Teachers'  Union.  This  grant  is  given  under  the  direct 
ud  express  aathority  of  the  .General  Assembly,  so  that  in  regard  to  it 
tiie  Committee  have  no  control  and  no  responsibility.  A  statement 
regarding  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Inglis,  so  far  as  the  Free  Church  is 
coooenied,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Beport 

LAPSING  OF  CHUBCH  MEMBEB8. 

The  subject  of  lapsing  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  last  General 

Afieinblj  by  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow.     After  discussion 

tiie following  deliverance  was  adopted: — "The  General  Assembly,  in 

cxamn  with  previous  Assemblies,  acknowledge  the  great  importance  of 

u«  subject  referred  to  in  the  overture,  remit  the  matter  to  the  Home 

^soD  and  Highlands  Committees,  with  instructions  to  take  it  into  their 

fci^  consideration,  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  causes  of 

t^fml,  and  the  action  of  remedies  previouidy  suggested,  and  to  consider 

rk  other  measures  may  tend  still  more  effectually  to  alleviate  the  evil, 

i:i  to  report  to  future  Assemblies." 

Tbe  Committee  appointed  a  special  Sub-committee,  Dr.  Bruce  being 

'^•ciTener,  to  co-operate  with  a  similar  Sub-committee  of  the  Highlands 

Oamittee,  in  carrjing  out  these  instructions  of  the  Assembly.    A  sche- 

iik  of  queries  was  issued,  and  a  large  number  of  replies  having  been 

i^ved,  a  careful  report  was  prepared  by  the  Convener,  and  laid  before 

^  Home  Mission  Committee.     After  receiving  their  best  consideration 

itvas  ordered  to  be  printed  in  a  separate  and  complete  form,  and  the 

r?cc>mmeDdations  with  which  it  closes  were  cordially  approved  of  and 

^ipted.     Being  deeply  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  the 

ctitter,  and  the  desirableness  of  having  special  attention  fixed  on  it,  they 

^e  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  it  should  have  a  place  of  its  own  in 

tt^e  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  and  not  merely  be  bronght  up  and  treated 

is  ooe  of  the  many  topics  embraced  in  the  Home  Mission  Report     This 

icQise  is  the  more  needful  and  proper  that  another  Committee  has  been 

^irged  with  A  joint  duty  and  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  question. 

Ill  any  case  they  hope  that  it  will  awaken  the.  interest  and  obtain  the 

Ki'miDence  which  its  nature,  as  equally  vital  and  difficult,  manifestly 

curves.    The  best  thanks  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Church  are  due 

*«c  Dr.  Bruce  for  the  time,  labour,  and  ability  he  has  devoted  to  the 

•tject. 

AGRICDLTDBAL  LABOURERS  AND  COLPORTAGE. 

^  last  year's  Report  the  Committee  suggested  that  their  special  Report 
^  the  retoms  regarding  Agricultural  Labourers  and  Feeing-markets 
^oold  be  transmitted  to  all  Ministers  and  Sessions,  as  also  to  Presby- 
^rsi  in  the  country  districts,  and  that  special  attention  should  be 
^•fected  to  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  importance  of  ministerial 
'iithfolnesB  with  reference  to  the  class  in  question.  They  likewise  recom- 
>!^ded  that  they  should  be  instructed  still  to  prosecute  the  subject,  and 
■^  aake  inquiry — "  (1.)  whether  the  Church  is  not  called  to  give  more 
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direct  conntenance  and  support  to  the  system  of  Colportage  in  tt»e  raral 
districts  ?  (2.)  whether  she  should  not  lend  her  influence  in  faTOur  of  any 
well-considered  movement  for  putting  an  end  to  Feeing-markets  in  tlioM 
parts  of  the  country  where  they  are  found  to  be  so  injnrious?  and  (3.)  m 
what  way  she  can  best  render  assistance  in  securing  for  this  large  class 
BuiUble  house  accommodation,  so  that  the  blessings  of  family  life  may  1» 
far  more  extensively  enjoyed  by  it  than  is  the  case  at  present  ? 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  action  and  proposals  of  the  Committet, 

and  directed  them  to  proceed  in  the  way  suggested.     When  they  wen 

setting  themselves  to  carry  out  the  instructions  in  question,  they  found 

that  the  appointment  by  the  Government  of  a  Boyal  Commission  on  to 

state  of  Agriculture  had  a  most  important  bearing  on  at  least  two  of  the 

three  matters  with  which  they  had  been  directed  specially  to  dcaH 

Feeing-markets  and  house  accommodation.     Both  these  questions  feD 

within  the  province  assigned  to  the  Royal  Commission,  and  it  was  cle« 

that  such  a  body  had  means  of  making  inquiry,  obtaining  information, 

and  recommending  remedies,  which  no  Committee  or  Court  of  the  Chur^ 

could  possibly  possess.     Accordingly,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  hnng  tb^ 

Bubiect  under  the  notice  of  the  Commission  of  Assembly  m  Angust,  m 

it  authorised  this  Committee,  in  concert  with  the  Temperance  Committw 

to  lay  a  represenUtion  before  the  Royal  Commission  as  to  the  great  impoi 

tance  of  making  a  thorough  investigation  in  rejprard  to  the  dwelhnp  ( 

the  agricultural  labourers,  and  the  operation  of  Feeing-markets.    Th 

was  done ;  and  it  was  felt  that  until  it  should  be  seen  how  these  ti 

matters  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of  by  the  body  thus  approached  wi 

reference  to  them,  it  would  be  every  way  proper  that  aU  proceedj^ 

reffarding  them  on  the  part  of  this  Committee  should  be  suspended.  jBfl 

hope  that,  in  so  resolving,  they  will  meet  with  the  approval  d  tiw 

There  thus  remained  the  question  of  Coliwrtage.     They  agreed  toissd 
a  series  of  queries  to  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Church,  for  the  purpose 
obtaining  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  system  is  in  operatK 
throughout  the  country ;  the  efiFects  of  it,  so  far  as  can  be  a8certaiDe| 
the  hindrances  in  the  way  of  its  extension ;  and  the  means  which  may 
suffgested  with  the  view  of  overcoming  these  obstacles.     The  Secreta 
WM  also  instructed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Gillies  on  the  part  of  the  Bo 
and  Tract  Society,  and  ascertain  what  districts  are  most  neeesatous 
regards  this  agency,  and  how  help  could  most  wisely  and  advantageoni 
be  given,  were  the  Church  in  circumsUnces  toco-operate  directly wi 
the  Society  in  this  department  of  its  work.  ^ 

It  appears  from  the  answers  received  to  the  queries,  an  abstract^ 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  that  while  Colportage  has  bj 
organised  over  a  wide  area,  there  are  many  parte  of  the  country  eitl 
not  at  all,  or  not  fully,  overtaken  by  it,  that  uniform  and  decided  testimc 
is  borne  to  the  beneficial  resulte  of  it,  and  that  the  chief  hindrance  in 
way  of  its  maintenance  and  extension  is  the  difficulty  of  obtaming  • 
quate  local  contributions  for  the  purpose.  After  considering  the  infon 
tion  they  obtained,  and  also  that  furnished  by  Mr.  Gillies,  the  Commvt 
are  fully  persuaded  that  the  agency  in  question  is  one  of  a  most  valni 
kind  especially  in  rural  districts,  and  well  fitted  to  promote  the  ends 
which  the  Home  Mission  Scheme  exists.  They  are  prepared  not  onlj 
exert  their  influence  on  its  behalf  by  commending  it  and  urging  its  adopU 
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bat  directly  and  actively  to  promote  it  by  giving  pecuniary  assigfcance 
where  reqaired,  were  that  only  in  their  power.  They  regret  to  say  that 
it  is  Dot,  as  the  state  of  their  funds,  to  be  more  particularly  referred  to 
afterwards,  makes  all  too  evident.  For  the  present,  therefore,  they  can 
only  express  their  willingness,  their  desire,  to  enter  on  this  new  field  of 
wfnlncss,  and  invite  friends  to  put  the  means  at  their  disposal  for  so 
doinj.  They  are  ready  to  apply  to  ibis  object,  in  the  most  judicious  way 
tbej  can,  any  specially  destined  contributions ;  and  they  trust  that  some 
who  tppreciate  highly  the  work  of  the  colporteur  will  enable  them  to  help 
it  firward,  and  carry  it  into  districts  which  it  has  not  yet  reached.  They 
«mM  rejoice  to  have  a  distinct  department  of  this  kind.  It  is  hoped 
ut  the  liberality  of  the  Church  will  enable  them  to  give  practical  effect 
'.  their  convictions  and  wishes  in  this  respect. 
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"h  Committee  deeply  regret  that  in  this  respect  their  Report  must  be 

r^Tfvrable  in  the  extreme.     Nothing  could  be  less  satisfactory  than 

tfcpsent  position  of  matters.     In  former  years  it  was  felt  to  be  a  duty 

t'i'^^  reiterated  and  earnest  warnings  on  the  subject     Again  and  again 

4  fict  has  been  brought  out  that  the  work  was  being  carried  on  only 

^ti^ebelpof  a  balance  which  had  been  accumulated  at  a  previous  period, 

*d  was  in  process  of  rapid  diminution.     The  income,  as  was  pointed  out, 

wbeen  for  some  years  about  £1000  short  of  the  expenditure ;  but  while 

tkr  bad  fands  in  their  hands,  the  Committee  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to 

^  AH  arrest  on  the  operations  under  their  charge.     It  is  also  to  be 

'pfflembered,  that  over  a  large  portion  of  the  outlay  they  have  no  proper 

^•■T-l  and  no  economy  on  their  part  can  produce  the  least  effect.     The 

^rably,  in  sanctioning  certain  charges,  gives  them  grants,  and  a  con- 

•^erable  number  of  these  grants  are  of  large  amount,  the  highest  reachino* 

^).    All  of  them  the  Committee  have  to  meet  out  of  their  very  mode° 

Jtt^  income.    Not  only  has  the  old  balance  at  their  credit  been  reduced 

fco  nearly  £1500  to  £134,  but  the  biennial  collection  for  the  Evange- 

■»tJon  of  the  Masses  which  was  made  this  year,  and  should  serve  also 

^  cext,  has  been  already  wholly  spent     All  details  will  be  found  in 

F  Appendix  to  this  Report,  but  the  following  particulars  may  here  be 

pH,  and  pressed  on  the  Church's  attention  : — 

"1  Income. — There  is  a  decrease  on  every  item  of  income  with  a  single 
l^ption.  On  the  Annual  Collection  it  is  £343,  on  the  Mission  Stations 
^1  on  Donations  £57,  on  Juvenile  offerings  £23,  and  on  Legacies  the 
■g-i  STim  of  £1572,  making  in  all  a  deficiency  of  £2058.  The  exception 
^JTed  to  is  the  biennial  collection  for  Evangelisation,  which  exceeded 
fct  of  1877  by  about  £180,  a  result  probably  owing,  in  part  if  not 
?*^'''7,  to  its  having  taken  place  a  month  later  than  formerly,  in  Sep- 
N^er  instead  of  August.  This  great  shortcoming,  especially  in  the 
Pjter  of  Legacies,  did  not  appear  until  near  the  close  of  the  financial  year. 
^  always  an  uncertain  source  of  revenue,  and  on  the  present  occasion 
«8  Hgnally  failed. 

\£^cndUure. — Care  and  economy  have  been  exercised,  with  the 
't  that  there  has  been  a  total  saving  or  diminution  of  fully  £600. 
*  most  of  the  year  the  Committee  have  done  their  utmost  not  to 
3  B 
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increaM  the  liabilitiefl,  and  they  have,  oonaequently,  declined  til  new 
applicaiiong  for  Congregational  miaaon  grants,  in  which  department 
the  ontlay  had  gone  far  beyond  a  due  proportion  of  the  foods  at  their 
disposal.  Those  who  may  have  been  most  inclined  to  question  the 
coarse  they  were  pursning  will  now  be  satisfied  that  it  was  abeolutelj 
necessary.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  much  more  will  require  to  be  done  la 
the  same  direction. 

As  soon  as  this  state  of  matters  was  fally  ascertained,  on  the  clodng  d 
the  annual  accoonts,  the  Committee  appointed  a  special  Sub-Committee 
to  examine  with  the  utmost  care  the  expenditnre  in  all  its  branches,  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  where  and  how  retrenchment  cau  best  be  carried  ioto 
effect,  as  also  to  suggest  what  steps  riiould  be  taken  for  obtaining  u 
income  somewhat  more  commensurate  with  the  necessities  and  claims  o( 
the  Home  Mission  cause.  It  is  impossible  to  have  their  proposals  matnrfd 
and  fully  considered  in  time  to  present  them  to  the  Assembly  io  tbia 
Report,  but  other  means  will  be  adopted  for  bringing  them  under  its 
notice. 

The  crisis  is  obvious,  and  the  question  is,  whether  the  Church  is  to 
continue  to  prosecute  in  a  worthy  manner  this  Scheme,  with  which  so 
much  of  her  usefulness  and  credit  in  the  past  has  been  associated.  We 
cannot  doubt  what  answer  wOl  be  given  to  such  a  question.  The  work 
is  the  Lord's,  and  in  the  carrying  of  it  on  she  cannot,  dare  not,  fail  or  talter. 
Temporary  checks  there  may  be,  but  no  difficulties  or  disconragemmts 
will  be  allowed  permanently  to  cool  her  zeal  or  repress  her  efforts.  Tbe 
Divine  call  is  still  loud  and  clear  to  go  forward.  Those  to  whom  tk 
means  of  helping  have  been  given  will  sorely  not  hold  back  in  the  tiw 
of  need,  but  it  ever  becomes  the  Church  to  look  mainly  to  her  gieit 
Head,  whose  blessing  maketh  rich,  and  whose  faithfulness  cannot  fail 

J.  ADAM,  Joint- Convener  and  Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  AND  SPECIAL  REPORT. 

The  Committee,  having  received  and  considered  the  Report  of  the 
^i^Coomittee  appointed  with  reference  to  the  financial  state  and 
I^Qspects  of  the  Scheme,  resolve  as  follows : — 

I  Tbej  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  sum  to  be  expended  on  Gon- 

rtfilioD&l  Missions — at  present  about   £2500 — should    be   definitely 

^t^is  ft  originally  was,  and  that  steps  should  be  taken  without  delay 

^;i»iif  the  outlay  down  to  that  amount.     They  do  not  propose  the 

^i^of  extreme  or  summary  measures  for  the  purpose,  but  that  their 

^'^  u  a  Committee  should  be  steadily  and  prudently  directed  toward 

'^accomplishment  of  the  end,  as  by  the  refusal  of  new  applications, 

n.^pt  of  a  peculiarly  urgent  kind,  and  by  the  weeding  out  of  the  least 

^iifaelory  and  least  necessary  of  the  existing  Missions,  perhaps  also  in 

'Encases  by  reducing  the  amount  of  the  grants  given.     Looking  at  the 

'bile  iocome  of  the  Scheme,  and  at  the  requirements  of  the  various 

^^ivtoentB  of  the  work,  they  are  satisfied  that  the  maximum  expenditure 

•'''der  this  branch  should  in  no  circumstances  exceed  £1500,  which  is 

^vlj  ihe  half  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  annual  collection.     They  now 

^  the  authority  of  the  Assembly  to  be  interposed  in  favour  of  the  pro- 

^)ial  thus  submitted. 

^  Thej  are  of  opinion  that  certain  of  the  Congregations  which  draw 
^  special  £200  grants  have  numbers  and  resources  which  fit  them  for 
f'^^g  without  so  large  and  exceptional  an  amount  of  assistance  from  the 
)£ds  of  the  Committee.  They  hereby  resolve  to  authorise  the  secretary 
'correspond  with  them,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  see  their  way  to 
■^'^w  the  example  of  other  Congregations  which,  of  their  own  accord, 
■peosed  with  these  grants  as  soon  as  their  circumstances  admitted  of 
l«i  doing  80. 

3.  Tbey  are  of  one  mind  in  thinking  that  the  funds  should  be  relieved 
&^  the  payment  of  £50  a  year  to  the  agent  of  the  Edinburgh  Sabbath- 
xbool  Teachers'  Union.  That  Association  has  no  special  connection 
■itii  the  sphere  and  operations  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee.  They 
Vitiot  regard  this  part  of  the  outlay  as  warranted  in  the  present 
Abarrassed  circumstances  of  the  Scheme.  While  they  submit  this 
-"cposal  to  the  Assembly,  they  have  the  deepest  sense  of  the  importance 
'  p2e  work  carried  on  by  Mr.  Inglis,  and  believe  that  the  Church  as 
'*:a  sboald  do  not  less  but  more  in  the  way  of  superintending  and 
'^fiding  Sabbath-school  instruction. 

t  After  all  possible  reductions  have  been  made,  the  Committee  see 
'  *u  of  being  able  to  carry  on  the  work  without  an  extra  collection 


20  REPORT  OF  HOME  MISSION  HI. 

for  the  present  year.  They  regard  this  as  absolutely  necessary,  it  va 
arrest  is  not  to  be  laid  on  their  whole  operations.  It  has  been  sn^gested 
that  the  day  set  apart  for  the  collection  on  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions 
might  be  available  for  this  purpose  in  all  those  Congregations  which  hare 
Associations  for  these  Missions,  which  the  great  majority  of  Gongregatioos 
have,  while  those  which  have  not  such  Associations  might  at  some  otber 
time,  either  fixed  by  the  Assembly  or  chosen  by  themselves,  lend  their 
help  also  by  contributing  to  the  Home  Mission  funds. 

J.  ADAM,  Joint-Convener  and  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


I.  ACCOUNTS. 


CHABGE. 


L  Bakooe  of  last  Account  ending  3l8t  March  1879 — General 

Fond, £1,463     9     3 

On  Chalmers*  Endowments, 125  14    0 


n.  Contribiitionfl  daring  the  year — 

1.  Congregational  Collections, 

2.  MiflsioD  Stations,   . 

3.  Donations,     . 

4.  Legacies, 

5.  Javenile  Offerings, 

6.  Interest  on  Investoients, 


£1,689  3  3 


£2,930  13  0 

261  18  6 

316  14  6 

1,719  2  4 

196  10  9 

442  2  11 


6,867  2  0 

UL  Proceeds  of  Stations  from  Sustentation  Fund  Committee 

for  year  to  16th  March  1880 1,103    6     2 

IT.  Home  Eyangelisation— 

1.  Congregational  Collections,    .  £2,459    9     8 

2.  Donations, 26  13    6 

2,486     3     2 

V.  Chalmers'  Endowments — 

Interest  on  Investments, 215    8    4 

Sam  of  Charge,  £11,261     1   U 


DISCHARGE. 

L  Chnrch  Extension  Stations — Salaries  of  Probationers  and 

Catechists, £2,293  10  10 

n.  Chnrch  Extension  Ministerial  Charges — Grants  in  aid  of,         1,074    3    4 

IIL  Territorial  Operations — 

1.  Grants  to  Ministerial  Charges  in 

large  Towns,      ....     £2,804     6     0 

2.  Grants  to  Territorial  Mission  Stations,       468  19     8 
X  Chalmers'  Endowments — 

1.  Chahner8'Ch.,Glas.,  £27  8  4 

2.  Young  St.,  Ch.,  do.,  27  8  4 

3.  Broomielaw,      do.,  27  8  4 

4.  Lyon  Street,     do.,  27  8  4 

5.  Bkxdiaim,         do.,  34  6  6 

6.  Banowfield,      do.,  27  8  4 

7.  Fairbaim,          do.,  27  8  4 

8.  Boee  St.,           do.,  27  8  4 

226    3     9 

3,499    8     6 


Carryforward,     .  .     £6,867    2    7 
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in. 


Brought  forward. 


IV.  Students*  MisaionB, 
V.  Congregational  MissionB, 


£1,793    4    6 
622  16    8 


VI.  Evangelistic  Deputations,        .... 
VIL  Pre-Disruption  Probationess — Sums  i>aid  to  them, 
Vm.  Lay  Evangelists  and  their  Expenses, 
IX.  Sabbath-school  Union — Grant  to  it, 
X.  General  Charges,  Assembly,  etc.,     . 
XL  Annual  Collection — Printing  and  Postages, 
Xn.  Biennial  Collection —        do.,        do., 

Xni.  Expenses— 

1.  Secretary, £507    0 

2.  Do.        his  expenses, 

3.  Clerks, 

4.  Postages, 

6.  Printing  and  Stationery, 

6.  Proportion  of  expense  of  Safe, 

7.  Travelling  Expenses  of    Members 

of  Committee,      .        .        <        . 


26  II 

105    0 

25    0 

54  15 

8     5 


XrV.  Interest  accmed,   . 

XV.  Balance  in  favour  of  Scheme — 

1.  On  Chalmers'  Endowments, 

2.  On  General  Fund, 


Sum  equal  to  the  Charge, 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


60    0     6 


£114  18     7 
134    5     7 


£6,867   2 


] 


2,416    1 

176   6 

230   0 

226  11 

50   0 

188   8 

34    8 

34  19 


1 


786  11 
1   7 


H 


249  4 


£11,261  Ul 


Abetract  of  Expenditure  on  Mission  Stations  and  Hinistesul 

Ghargis. 


ABSTRACT. 


I.  Mission  Stations — 


No.  at  doas 
of 


1.  Church  Extension,         .,        .         .         . 

2.  Territorial  Missions,      .... 
Total  of  these  two  classes ;  the  pa3rment8  em- 
bracing both  the  Committee's  grants  and  the 
sums  remitted  by  the  Stations  to  the  Susten- 
tation  Fund,  and  returned  to  them. 

Deduct  amount  of  sums  remitted  from  Stations, 
as  shown  in  Charge  of  Accounts- 
Through  Sustentation  Fund,         £1103     5     2 
Through  General  Treasurer  for 

Home  Mission,  .  261  18    6 


34 

4 

38 


Bftmains  net  Expenditure  by  Committee, 

Garry  f  orward« 


38 


£2293  10  II 
468  19  I 

£2762  10  I 


1365    S 


III. 
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IL  McnsiiRUL  Chabobs — 


Brought  forward, 


38 


1.  Church  Extension,        •        .        .        .36 

2.  Territorial, 26 

Hieee  snnu  embrace  only  the  Committee's  granta^ 
the  contributiona  being  received  and  returned 
thronghthe  Soatentation  Fand,  without  passing 
through  the  accounts  of  the  Committee.            — 
Nnmber  of  Stations  and  Charges,                        .100 
Total  Expenditure  of  Committee's  Funds  to- 
wards Church  Extension, 


£1397    6  10 

1074    3    4 
2804    5    0 


£5275  15     2 


^ypte.— No  deduction  has  been  made  here  of  the  amount  contributed  through 
^  gtMral  collection  to  the  funds  of  the  Home  Mission  by  the  above  stations  and 
dsgea,  the  same  being  included  in  the  aggregate  of  congregational  collections. 


MINERS'  FUND— EASTERN  DIVISION. 


Chabos. 

I  Btliaee  of  last  account  at  31st  March  1879,    . 
IL  Subscriptions  and  Donations  during  the  past  year, 
ni  Intoest  accrued, 


Amount  of  Charge, 


DlBOHAROK 


I  Gnati  for  Buildings — 

1.  Lochgelly,  for  new  Gallery, 

2.  Kewton  Grange,  New  Church, 

3.  Cowdenbeath,  for  Manse,    . 

4.  Harthill,  for  debt  on  Church, 

IL  Grants  for  Salaries— 

1.  Leven,  for  Missionary,  . 

2.  Cowdenbeath,  for  Minister,   . 

3.  Newton-Grange,  for  Missionary, 
1  Kiddrie,  for  do., . 

5.  Kelty,  for  Minister, 

6.  AddieweU,  for  Missionary,    . 

7.  Lassodie,  for  Minister,  . 

8.  Crofthead,  for    do., 

9.  Slamannan,  for  Missionary,   . 
10.  Loanhead,  for     do.,      . 

U.  Uphall,  for  do.,    . 

12.  8keltymuir,  for  do,. 


•"•  Proportion  of  Secretary's  Salary, 
^  BiliBoe  in  favour  of  Fund, 


£30  0  0 

150  0  0 

100  0  0 

50  0  0 


£20  0 

0 

15  0 

0 

36  13 

4 

2  10 

0 

40  0 

0 

12  0 

0 

30  0 

0 

35  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

6  13 

4 

5  0 

0 

7  10 

0 

Amount  of  Discharge, 


£2301  18  6 

32  0  0 

20  14  0 

£2354  12  6 


£330  0  0 


230  6  8 
50  0  0 

£610  6  8 
1744  5  10 

£2354  12  6 
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MINEBS'  FUND— WESTERN  DIVISION. 

Chabgk. 

L  Balance  of  laat  Account  at  3lBt  March  1879,      •  £3623  17  i 

IL  Subscriptions  daring  the  year, 305    0  d 

IIL  Interest  accrued, 93  12 10 


Amount  of  Charge,  .      £3922  10  i 


DiSCHAROX. 

I.  Grants  for  Buildings : — 

BellshiU  (Manse), £100  0  0 

Law  (Church),  * 190  0  0 

BailUeston, 10  0  0 

Greengairs  (rent  of  Ball,)          .                  .  5  0  0 


II.  By  Salaries — 

Cleland, £45  0  0 

Law, 35  0  0 

Greengairs, 5  0  0 

BailUeston, 30  0  0 

Glasgow,  Candlish  Memorial,     .         .  30  0  0 

Stonefield  Mission 40  0  0 

Whifflet 25  0  0 

TlTiBhaw, 5  0  0 

Braehead, 27  0  0 

Muirkirk, 5  12  6 

Forth  and  Wilsontown,     .        .  5  0  0 

Chryston, 35  0  0 

Draffan  Mission, 24  0  0 

Bumbank, '      .  5  0  0 

Glasgow,  Buchanan  Church,      .  5  0  0 

Proportion  of  Secretary's  Salary,                .  50  0  0 


£305    0  0 


371  12   ( 


III.  Expenses — 

Postages, £0    5     4 

Printing, 15    0 

1  10   4 

Balance  at  31st  March  1880, 3244   7   6 


Amount  of  Discharge,     .        .        .      £3922  10   i 


Ul. 


▲ND  C BURGH  £XTKN8I0N  COMMITTF.E. 


25 


II.  GRANTS. 
No.  1. — Mission  Stations. 


KiBMofStatioiu. 


I  Abercorn,  •        • 

1  AddieweU,  • 

lAirtb, 

i  BalfroD,     . 

;fiUckridge, 

i  Boddam,    « 

'.  Bonrtriebush,     . 

iDnffiu,     • 

$.  Dunfnea,  Max-  ) 
welltoD,  .  { 
10.  Dramoak)  • 
n.  Dnrrisdetr, 
II  fagletbam, 
11  Ettrick,  . 
li  GftrgoDDOck, 

15.  Glenboigy  . 

16.  GnmgemoBth,    • 

17.  LocIigoUhead,     . 

18.  Uw, 

19.  UoiraTon,  . 

20.  Kewbyth,  . 
'L  >'ewloce,   • 

21  Newton-Grange, 
33.  N.  Qneenafeny, 

24.  Qnaiff  and  Bum, 

25.  Beaton,      .         j 

26.  Roberton,  . 

27.  Sanday,     . 
•S.  Sandnesi^  . 

-9.  ^el^rsmir,        • 

30.  Sumefield, . 

31.  Tonance,  . 
it  Walk, 

33.  Wertray,   . 
a4.  Wert  YcU, 


Pnesbyteriea. 


Linlithgow, 

Linlithgow, 

Stirling, 

Dumharton, 

Linlithgow, 

Deer,     . 

Aberdeen, 

Lanark, 

Domfriefl, 

Aberdeen, 
Penpont, 
Glasgow, 
Selkirk, . 
Stirling, 
Glasgow, 
Linlithgow, 
Dunoon, 
Lanark, 
Linlithgow, 
Tuiriff,  . 
Stranraer, 
Dalkeith, 
Dunfermline, 
Shetland, 
Dunse  L  Chim 
side,    • 
Selkirk, . 
Orkney, 
Shetland, 
Dalkeith, 
Hamilton, 
Glasgow, 
Orkney, 
Orkney, 
Shetland, 


Amount  of 
Onmt 


£40  0 

30  0 

40  0 

30  0 

35  0 
20  for  quarter 

40  0  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


40  0  0 


40 
30 
30 
40 
30 
40 


40 
40 
30 
20 
40 
fiO 
40 
40 
80 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


40  0 

40  0 

40  0 

40  0 

40  0 

40  0 

40  0 

40  0 

80  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


40  0  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


6^ 

O  U 

il 

PL4 


1000 
2500 
1400 
1400 
860 


1189 
1500 

950 

900 
1000 

••• 

300 
1800 
1200 
2200 

700 
2500 

500 

200 

400 
500 


3500 
700 
350 
500 
360 


Attendance. 


40  lo  80 
60  to  80 
50  to  70 

100 
50  to  85 


5000      100  to  160 


40  to  80 
55  to  110 
50  to  60 
CO  to  120 
80  to  100 

..• 
40  to  200 

105 
50  to  120 
60  to  130 
30  to  40 
140  to  190 
150  to  200 
40  to  150 

100  to  150 

20  to  25 
100 

50  to  60 
60  to  70 
60  to  100 
120 
80 
66  to  79 


-5  it 

o  9  I  0 


s-a 


o 


61 

103 

88 

•  a. 

62 


39 

... 
49 
66 
88 
65 


86 
91 
90 
71 
59 
75 
60 
66 


38 

74 


45 

50 
67 
39 

82 


O 


Tes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

No. 

Yes. 


No. 

•  •  • 

Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
63  Yes. 


Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 


No.  , 
No.  I 
Yes.  I 
No.  1 
Yes. 
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No.  2. — Chubch  Extension  Charges  drawing  Grants  nnder 
the  Regulations  applicable  thereto. 


Amoont 

NaiDM  of  Oongrcigfttioni. 

Presbytery. 

Minister. 

ofOniit^ 
1879^ 

1.  Baillietton, 

Hamilton, 

A.  McMillan,    . 

£30    0   0 

2.  Bank  Cumnock, . 

Ayr, 
Hamilton, 

J.  Armstrong,  . 

40    0   0 

3.  BelUhiU,    . 

W.  Macdomud, 

28  16   0 

4.  Bowling,     . 

Dumbarton, 

D.  D.  Bobertson,      . 

40    0   0 

6.  Buckhaven, 

Kirkcaldy,        .        . 

W.  M<Ghee,     . 

32  10   0 

6.  Cambnsbarron,  . 

Stirling,  . 

B.  Tumbnll,    . 

38    6   8 

7.  Cleland,     . 

Hamilton, 

G.  Booth, 

20    0   0 

8.  Cowdenbeath,    . 

Kinrofls,   • 

A.  Anderson,    . 

25   0   0 

9.  Crofthead, 

Linlithgow, 

B,Kay,    . 

17  10  0 

10.  Cnlro88|     • 

Dunfermline,    . 

D.  W.  B.  Fleming,  . 

11    5   0 

11.  DnnroeniesB, 

Shetland, 

A.  Martin, 

40    0   0 

12.  Fetlar, 

Do.,             .        . 

J.  J.  D.  Smith, 

40    0   0 

13.  Fordyce,     . 

Fordyce,  . 

K  M'Lean,      . 

40    0  0 

14.  Galatown,  • 

Kirkcaldy, 

W.  Agnew, 
A.  S.  Houston, 

35    0  0 

15.  Gh-eengairs, 

16.  HarthQl,    . 

Hamilton, 

28  15  0 

Linlithgow, 

J.  Forrest, 

30    0  0 

17.  Kclty, 

Kinross,   . 

W.  Stephen,     . 
J.  Geddes, 

37  10  0 

1?.  Kirkmichael, 

Lockerbie, 

16  5  e 

10.  LasBodie,    . 

Kinross,   . 

J.  Clark, . 

27  10  0 

20.  Neilston,    . 

Paisley,    . 

A.  Ferguson,    . 

22  10  0 

21.  Nitehill,     . 

Do.      .        .        . 

W.  Omand.      . 
W.  Dymock,    . 

40    0  0 

22.  New  Aberdour,  . 

Deer, 

25    0  0 

23.  Ormiston,  • 

Dalkeith,          .        . 

J.  Brodie, 

82  10  0 

24.  Portknockie, 

Fordyce,  , 

P.  Brown, 

83  13  0 

25.  Port- William,     . 

Wigtown, 

J.  Thomson,     . 

80    0   0 

26.  Shettlestone, 

Glasgow,  . 

J.  Smith, 

37  10  0 

27.  Slains, 

Ellon, 

G.  Manson, 

30    0   0 

28.  Sooth  Kingftrth, 

29.  South  Bonddshay, 

Dunoon,  . 

W.  Meikleiohn, 
A.  Goodfellow, 

18  15   0 

Orkney,    . 

20    0   0 

80.  St.  Monance,     . 

St.  Andrews,    . 

H.  Eraser, 

40    0   0 

31.  Tighnabrnaich,  . 

Dunoon,  . 

J.  Young, 

40    0  0 

32.  Torry, 

33.  Wardie&Granton, 

Aberdeen, 

A.  Simpson,     . 
P.  C.  Purres,  . 

20    8   4 

Edinburgh, 

36    5  0 

34.  Whithorn,  Isle  of. 

Wigtown, 

J.  MacTagart, . 

88  15   0 

35.  Whifflet,    . 

Hamilton, 

R.  M*Qrowther, 

40    0   0 

36.  Wishaw,    . 

1 

Do., 

D.  Bronton,     . 

26    5  0 

m. 


AND  CHURCH  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE. 


27 


No.  3. — Territorial  Missions — ^Non-Ministerial, 


NaffleafMiHion. 

Presbyteries. 

Amount  of  Grant 

and  Contributions, 

1878-79. 

Amount  of  Grant 

and  Contributions, 

1879-80. 

1.  Glasgow,  Parkhead,     . 

Glasgow, 

£74    9    3 

£100    0    0 

2.       „       PoMilpark,    . 

Do., 

60    0    0 

3.      „       AnnfieM, 

Do., 

76    0    0 

4.  Perth  Territorial, 

Perth,    . 

52  10    0 

160    0    0 

No.  4. — ^Territorial  Charges — Ministerial. 


Names  of  Chaxgea. 


1. 
2, 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

m 
It 

& 

a. 

10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15i 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 


Glasf^w,  Sigbtbill, 
Onodee,  BonnethiU,      . 
Aberdeen,  Qrejfriars*,. 
StirKng,  West  Church, 
Glasgow,  Canningham, 
Peterhead,  South  Church,    . 
Edinburgh,  Fountainbridge, 
Glasgow,  Candh'sh  Memorial, 
Greenock,  Mount  Park, 
GIssgow,  Whiteinch,   . 
Blochaim,     . 
Boee  St.  Territorial, 
Fairbaim  Memorial, 
North  Woodside,  . 
Paisley  Boad, 
Buchanan  Memorial 
Cranston  Hill, 
Coatbridge,  West  Church,   . 
Glasgow,  London  Boad  Ch., 

„       East  Park,    . 
Edinborgh,  Dalir, 
Dandee,  High  Church, 
Ptrtick,  Dowanyale,    . 
Port-Glasgow,  Weat-End  Ch., 

Bwnaford 

Aberdeen,  Canswayend, 


ft 

n 

fi 

u 
u 


Grants, 

Grants, 

Ministers. 

1878-79. 

1679-80. 

George  Hanson,    . 

£60 

0 

0 

£50 

0    0 

James  A.  Simpson, 

75 

0 

0 

65 

0    0 

Hugh  Fitzpatrick, 

65 

0 

0 

56 

0    0 

Andrew  Mackay,  . 

67 

10 

0 

45 

0    0 

Alex.  Andrew, 

105 

0 

0 

85 

0    0 

Alex.  Bisset, 

90 

0 

0 

80 

0    0 

R  M.  Massey, 

85 

0 

0 

76 

0    0 

James  Stuart, 

120 

0 

0 

100 

0    0 

G.  A.  Marshall,    . 

85 

0 

0 

76 

0    0 

G.  W.  Gumming,  . 

85 

0 

0 

75 

0    0 

95 

0 

0 

78 

6    8 

William  Tullo,      . 

142 

10 

0 

115 

0    0 

Gilbert  Laurie, 

175 

0 

0 

135 

0    0 

1  D.  B.  Kilpatrick, 

200 

0 

0 

160 

0    0 

John  Biddell, 

187 

10 

0 

142 

10    0 

A.  C.  Fullerton,    . 

176 

0 

0 

135 

0    0 

Alex.  Linn,  • 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0    0 

Wm.  M'Killiam,  . 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0    0 

Hugh  M'lntosh,    . 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0    0 

John  White, 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0    0 

Alex.  Bodger, 

160 

0 

0 

200 

0    0  ' 

Gavin  Anderson,  • 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0    0 

James  Wallace,     . 

50 

0 

0 

200 

0    0 

J.  V.  M'Nair,        . 

80 

0 

0 

34 

2  10 

Alex.  Paterson,     . 

53 

13 

4 

100 

0    0 

John  Bae,     . 

••• 

8 

6    8 

28 


APPENDIX  TO  BXPOKT  OF  THE  HOME  MlSSIOlf 


lU. 


No.  5. — List  of  Congreoations  carrying  on  Mibsionaet  Wore 
where  a  New  Charge  is  not  contemplated. 


1.   Where  Students  are  Employed. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
16. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
28. 
24. 
26. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
83. 


fi 


>t 


Aberdeen  r  Trinity. 

Students*  Association, 

2  Grants. 
Union, 
Anstrntber,  for  Cellardjrke. 
Braehead. 
Cat  heart. 

Edinburgh,  Chalmers'. 
Cowgate. 
Dean. 
Greyfriars*. 
High  Church. 
Juhn  Knox*8. 
Lady  Glenorchy*s. 
Moray. 
Pilrig. 
Rosebum. 
St.  Bemard*s. 
St.  Cuthbert's. 
St  John's. 
St.  Paul's. 
St.  Peter's. 
St  Stei)hen*8. 
Stock  bridge. 
Tolboolh. 
Glasgow,  Augustine. 
Btirony. 
Blochaim. 
Bridgegate. 
Buchanan  Memorial. 
Candlisb  Memorial. 
College. 
Cowcaddens. 
Cunningham. 


II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


II 


34.  Glasgonr,  Fairbaim. 


II 
If 
II 
II 
II 
II 


II 


86. 
36. 
37. 
88. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 


II 
II 
II 
11 
II 
II 
ft 

If 
II 


FinniestoiL 

Great  UamatoD  Street 

London  Rood. 

Paisley  Road. 

St.  Mark's. 

St  P.iul's. 

Union. 

Wellpark. 

West. 

Wynd. 

46.  Govan,  St.  Mary's. 

46. « Greenock,  Crawfordsbam. 

47.  Haddington,  St.  John's. 

48.  Hamilton,   St.  John's,  for  Low 

Waters,  etc 

49.  Hantly. 

60.  Inverurie. 

61.  Keith. 

62.  Leith,  North. 

63.  „      South. 

64.  „      St.  John's. 
66.      „      St  Ninian's. 

66.  Liberton. 

67.  Nairn. 

68.  Oban. 

69.  Portobello. 

60.  Paisley,  Martyrs*. 

61.  Partick,  High  Church. 

62.  Pertli,  St  Leonard's. 

63.  Rutherglen. 

64.  „  East  Church. 
66.  Uphall. 


2.  Where  Probationers  or  CatecMsts  are  Employed, 


1.  Blairgowrie,  for  Bridge  of  Cally. 

2.  Canibee,  for  Bonerbo. 
8.  Crieff. 

4.  Ekiinburgb,  Pleasance. 
6.  „  St.  David's. 

6.  Forfar,  First  Charge. 

7.  Glasgow,  Anderstoo. 

8.  „        Broomielaw. 

9.  „        Finnieston. 

10.  „        Sighthiil. 

11.  .,        St-  George's. 

T,.l T_ 


12. 


II 


St  John  s. 


13.  Glasgow,  Paisley  Road. 

14.  „        Trinity. 

16.         „        Young  Street 

16.  Greenock,  St.  Andrew's. 

17.  „         Middle  Church. 

18.  Hamilton,  Burabank. 

19.  Leven. 

20.  PaieKv,  High  Chnroh. 

21.  Rothesay  Mission. 

22.  Slamannan,  for  Ronghrigg. 

23.  Muirkirk. 
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No.  6. — Special  Grants. 


1.  Lonnbeftd. 

2.  Kilmodan,  for  Summer. 

3.  Obao,  for  Summer. 

4.  „     for  Railway  Mission. 

5.  BArra,  for  Fishermen. 


6-  Stornowav,  for  Fiohermen. 

7.  Edinburgli  Sabbath- school  Union. 

8.  Unst  for  Assistant. 

9.  Pittenween. 
10.  Camelon. 


The  places  yisited  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows  : — 

iichencraw. 

Carloway,  Lewis. 

Guardbridge. 

iln. 

CraiL 

Glasgow. 

i^ath. 

Dunse. 

St.  Mark's. 

iatratber. 

Dumfries. 

St.  George's. 

M. 

Dunbar. 

Houndwood. 

&iimnllo. 

Eyemouth. 

Johnstone. 

Broaghty-Feny. 

Edinburgli. 

Kirkcaldy. 

Eui 

St.  Cuthbert'a. 

Leucbars. 

West 

Pilrig. 

Lochmaben. 

St  Luke's. 

M'Crie. 

Lochend. 

Oiimade. 

Juniper  Green. 

Moniaive. 

Coldstream. 

Govinton. 

Monikie. 

Carnoustie. 

Grant's  House. 

III.  SABBATH  SCHOOL  MISSION. 
VISITATION  BY  MR.  0.  S.  INGLIS  OF  SABBATH  SCHOOLS 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  FrEE  ChURCH, 

MA  T  1879  TO  APRIL  1880. 


Monifieth. 

North  Berwick. 

Panbrido. 

Keston. 

Swinton. 

Stomoway. 

Gaelic. 

English. 
St.  Monans. 
ThornhiU. 
Tayi)ort. 
Tobermory. 


It  is  ohTioQsly  impossible  to  give,  in  a  limited  space,  details  of  the  visitation  of 
90  miny  places,  with  the  results  (if  any)  following.  There  must  be  of  necessity 
&  general  similarity  in  statements  made  respecting  a  mission  of  this  kind  from 
jear  to  year.  It  may  be  sufficient  to  mention  that  when  the  need  and  practica- 
kility  has  been  fairly  set  forth,  the  result  has  been  in  several  instances  to  induce 
tlie  commencement  of  infant  and  advanced  classes  where  none  had  previously 
existed.  A  number  of  small  schools  or  classes  have  also  been  taken  up  by 
v^orkers  in  thinly  peopled  districts,  with  very  encouraging  attendance-  on  the  part 
"f  the  young  ])eople.  In  our  ordinary  Sabbath-schools  an  average  attendance  of 
TO  or  75  per  cent,  is  considered  tolerably  good  ;  but  in  several  of  these  small 
schools  a  month  has  sometimes  elapsed  without  <any  absentees  whatever,  though 
t^'-e  children  had  to  walk  several  miles  to  the  place  of  meeting.  The  cause  of 
t^is  seemed  to  be,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  faithful  and  earnest  teaching  ;  for  little 
'>r  no  inducements  in  the  way  of  prizes,  or  treats,  were  ever  offered,  as  is  the 
custom  in  so  many  places. 

Upvirds  of  one  hundred  and  forty  lectures  and  addresses  have  been  given  to 
"Segregations,  teachers,  parents,  and  Sabbath-schools,  throughout  the  year  ;  and 
the  usual  course  has  been  followed  in  endeavouring  to  promote  more  spiritual 
Qstrnction  by  teaching  classes  Bible-lessons  in  presence  of  teachers,  giving 
^trirea  and  hints  on  teaching,  answering  questions  at  meetings  and  by  letter, 
u^  hoMiug  numerous  private  interviews  with  those  engaged  in  Christian  work. 
A  tew  of  these  meetings  were  held  along  with  workers  in  other  denominations. 

h  some  cases  the  expenses  were  defrayed  by  friends  connected  with  the 
Qtetings,  but  where  the  collections  were  not  used  for  this  purpose,  the  expenses 
*ere  defrayed  by  the  Edinburgh  Sabbath-school  Teachers'  Union. 


12  Dick  Place,  Grange, 
Edinburgh,  April  1880. 
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m. 


COLPOBTAGB. 


Abbteact  of  Bbtuid 


H 


Presbyteriea. 


Breadalbane, 

ChADonxy, 

Cnpar,  . 
Dalkeith, 
Dingwall, 

Dumbarton, 

Donfermline, 

Dundee,  . 

Dunoon,  . 

Elgin,      . 

Fordoan, 
Fordyce, 
Forres,    . 
Garioch,  . 
Glasgow, 

Jedburgh, 
Kelso, 
ELincardine 
O'Neil, 
Kinross,  . 
Kirkcudbright] 

Lewis,     . 

Linlithgow, 

Lockerbie,  . 

Paisley,  . 
Perth,     . 

St.  Andrews, 
Shethtnd, 

Stirling,  . 
Strathbogie, 

Turriflf,    . 


Bzient  of  Golportafe. 


Two  parishes  risited ;  once  a  Col- 
porteur, but  discontinued. 
One  Colporteur,    .... 

Whole  Presbytery, 

Nearly  whole  Presbytery,     . 

Almost  co-extensive  with  Presby- 
tery. 

Almost    whole     Presbytery,    but 
districts  too  large. 

Three    Colporteurs ;    nearly    all 
overtaken. 

Once  two  Colporteurs,  both  ceased. 

One  Colporteur,  chiefly  in  Dunoon, 

One  Colporteur;  rural  part  alone 

requires  two. 
Almost  all  the  parishes, 
Whole  bounds,     .... 
Five  out  of  six  parishes, 
Several  parishes. 
Eight  country  congregations  report 

generally  overtaken. 
Whole  Presbytery, 
Throughout  the  bounds, 
Three    Colporteurs ;  thirteen 

parishes  visited,  all  but  two. 
Whole  district,     .... 
Four  Colporteurs;  need  of  large 

increase. 
Was  one  Colporteur  last  year,  but 

discontinued. 
Seven    Colporteurs;     nearly    oo- 

extensive  with  Presbytery. 
Six  Colporteurs;    whole  field 

occupied. 
Whole,  M'ith  exception  of  town,    . 
Three  in  Presbytery. 

Whole  Presbytery, 

Three  ;  whole  undertaken  except 

two  small  islands. 
Considerable  extent, 
Eight  out  of  ten  parishes, 

Five  parishes  less  than  half, 


Bffeeta. 


Decidedly  good,    . 

Most  beneficial. 

Indefinite,     .... 

Good,  valuable. 

Great  sale  of  religiousliterature, 

Very  satisfactory. 

All  agreed  as  to  yalne,  . 

Extremely  good,   . 

Favourable     to     Evssgelieil 

religion. 
Salutary, 


Much  good  done. 
Invariably  good. 
Good,    . 

Very  favourable. 
Generally  good. 


Good,    .  .       .      • 

Highly  beneficial. 

Good, — interesting  deUili,   • 

Beneflcial,  .       .      • 

Nothing   satisfactory  tmong 

agricultural  labonren. 
Beneficial,     .        •       .      • 

Eminently  beneficial,    . 

Great  good,   .        .       .      • 

Beneficial, 

Best  results,  in  one  diifcnet 

si)ecially. 
Very  satiaf aotocy  in  wkde,  •  | 
Highly  satisfactory. 

Good,   .        •        •       *      '  I 
Much     good     among    fv" 

servanta. 
Good  in  every  case, 
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COLPOETAGB. 


frOD  PKESBTTERIEa. 


Hlndnnoea. 


Difficolty  of  nuaing  £30  annaally, 
Detaacei  tod  want  of  means  of  con- 


^b  remote,  and  few  in  tome  dis- 

toetL 

^^ate  lapport  from  ]ack  of  in 

few. 
TeciKli  hampered  with  sales, 

ffict  of  money,  also  age  and  infirmity 
of  OIK  Agent, 
ifl&alty  in  raising  funds, 

^uada],         .         ,         •         . 

^aot  of  contributions. 


^^uingfimds,  .... 
•a  Q&e  or  two  cases  deficient  funds. 


Viat  of  foods, 
Vaat  of  foods. 


nabytery  have  become  security  for 
tyett. 


Vnt  of  fonds,  and  idea  tbat   it  is 
vboUj  a  Free  Church  scheme. 


*>&t  of  toffictent  local  support, 


."i&t  of  co-operation  and  funds. 


Snggestioiis. 


Steps  are  being  taken  to  have  agency  restored. 
Another  Colporteur  wanted. 


Needy  districts  might  be  helped  by  H.  M.  Com. 
Smaller  district,  more  interest,  etc. 


As  result  of  inquiry  effort  in  Bute  to  get 

a  Colporteur. 
Presbytery  might  meet  with  office-bearers 

and  farmers. 
Application  to  local  parties  for  help. 


Might  be  taken  up  by  those  with  means. 


Application  to  proprietors  and  others,  with 
recommendation  from  pulpit. 


Greater  interest;  all    the  families    should 

be  visited. 
Other  Presbyteries  might  act  in  same  way. 


Undenominational  Scheme  as  at  Aberdeen. 


Difficulties  will  soon  be  overcome. 


in.-A 


int  €l^nxt)^  ai   StatUniH. 


HOME    MISSION. 


INTERIM  REPORT  OP  SUB-COMMITTEE 


ON 


The  Lapsing  of  Members  and  Adherents  from 
connection  with  the  Church. 


MAY   1880. 


Thb  Sab-committee  have  respeotfullj  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  the 
ifiitnieUons  of  last  Assembly,  they  issued  to  all  ministers  of  Lowland 
otyngregations  a  Schedule  of  Queries  referring  to  the  subject  of  this  remit. 
EetorBs  have  been  received  from  230  ministers  and  3  Presbyteries,  which 
tegetber  may  be  regarded  as  giving  the  experience  of  some  250  ministers ; 
ud  if  to  this  number  be  added  40  or  50  of  the  ministers  in  Glasgow 
Presbytery  who  expressed  their  views  in  connection  with  the  Presbyterial 
ioqniry  of  last  year,  who  have  sent  in  no  returns,  it  may  be  estimated 
tkitwe  are  now  in  possession  of  the  observations  of  some  300  ministers  of 
lowland  congregations  on  the  essential  points  connected  with  the  present 
n>'4iiiry.  The  returns  included  representatives  from  nearly  all  the  Presby- 
teries in  the  Church,  though  not  in  equal  proportions,  the  smallest  propor- 
^OQ  being  from  Edinburgh,  and  the  largest  from  Shetland.  The  very  large 
comber  of  ministers  who  have  made  no  returns,  being  two-thirds  of  the 
*boIe,  forcibly  suggests  the  thought  that  our  Church  is  yet  very  far  from 
^Ting  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  an  inference  abund- 
^Btlj  confirmed  by  the  facts  brought  to  light  in  the  returns  received  by  the 
Committee.  When  it  is  considered  what  evil  results  are  continually 
^iog  oat  of  the  wide-spread  apathy  and  neglect,  one  cannot  but  regard 
"^  Utter  with  deep  regret ;  but  it  is  believed  that  seeming  indifference 
*r>nDgs  largely  from  ignorance,  or  possibly  from  despair  of  finding  any 
f^Qedy,  and  that  ere  long  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church  will  take  much 
3i'jre  pjUDB  in  connection  with  the  whole  subject  of  the  transference  of 
^^bers  and  adherents  than  has  been  customary  in  the  past. 

1.  Su^estians  of  Home  Mission  Committers  Report  for  1871. — The 
^-''t  query  in  the  Committee's  schedule  referred  to  the  suggestions  contained 
3a  a 
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in-  the  Home  Mission  Committee's  Report  of  1871  on  Retsining  our 
Members,  and  had  for  its  object  to  ascertain  how  far  these  have  been 
acted  on.  The  principal  soggestions  in  that  report  were  quoted  in  the 
schedule,  and  are  as  follows : — 

a.  Intimation  from  pulpit  to  parties  leaving  to  apply  for  certificate! 
at  beginning  of  May  and  of  Noyember. 

h.  Communications  with  ministers  of  districts  to  which  partia 
leaving  (whether  members  or  adherents)  have  gone,  giviog 
addresses,  etc. 

c  Making  inquiry  as  to  parties  leaving  without  certificates,  and 
giving  no  address. 

d.  Use  of  Duplicate  certificate. 
The  answers  to  this  question  in  the  returns  are  so  varied  that  exact 
tabulation  is  all  but  impossible;  but  the  results  may  be  given  vith 
sufficient  definiteness  in  general  terms  as  follows.  A  very  large  propor- 
tion have  been  keeping  in  view  the  matters  pointed  at  in  the  sugirestioos 
of  1871,  and  have  been  attending  to  them  more  or  less  systematicallj  and 
carefully  either  in  the  exact  manner  indicated,  or  in  some  other  manDer 
tending  to  effect  the  same  purpose.  A  fair  proportion  seem  to  hare  had 
the  subject  before  their  mind  for  many  years,  and  to  have  been  doing  their 
best  to  prevent  lapsing  on  the  part  of  members  and  adherents  leaving  their 
district.  Others  recently  settled  as  ministers  have  been  working  earnestlj 
at  the  same  problem  without  being  aware  that  it  had  ever  been  taken  if 
by  the  Church  courts.  In  fully  the  larger  number  of  the  retarns,  tte 
answers  point  at  very  occasional  and  intermittent  efforts,  or  at  no  effoflii 
at  all  Some  confess  that  they  have  overlooked  the  subject,  and  expifii' 
regret  for  doing  so,  and  promise  to  attend  to  it  in  future ;  others  saj  tbt 
they  never  heard  of  the  1871  report,  and  never  saw  the  suggestions ;  ui 
in  some  instances  the  remark  is  made  that  acquaintance  with  that  repoA 
and  its  suggestions  would  have  saved  them  from  some  blunders.  T^ 
remark,  as  coming  from  young  ministers,  suggests  the  desirablenesB « 
some  means  being  adopted  for  giving  young  men  at  their  ordination  tb 
benefit  of  acquaintance  with  the  results  of  experience  in  pastoral  worL 
With  reference  to  the  four  suggestions  compared  one  with  another,  tk 
results  of  the  returns  are  very  different.  Much  the  largest  number 
indicate  compliance  with  suggestions  b,  and  c.  A  less  but  still  cofr 
siderable  number  show  attention  to  a.,  and  not  much  above  half  a  dozei 
testify  to  the  adoption  of  d.  In  other  words,  a  largo  number  of  tki 
ministers  making  returns  seem  alive  to  the  importance  of  holding  coia- 
munication  with  ministers  of  districts  to  which  any  of  their  members  tf 
adherents  have  gone,  to  inform  them  of  the  fact,  and  state  such  facts  n 
may  enable  them  promptly  to  become  acquainted  with  them,  and  lead 
theoo  to  interest  themselves  in  them ;  and  also  to  the  importance  <■ 
making  inquiries  about  parties  leaving  without  certificates.  On  the  otliff 
hand,  a  much  smaller  number  are  in  the  habit  of  making  periodiw 
intimations  to  parties  about  to  leave  their  congregations  to  apply  for  tb^ 
certificates.  One  reason  frequently  given  for  this  is  that  such  a  prac^ 
is  not  found  necessary,  it  being  otherwise  known  who  are  leaving.  Tw 
explanation  is  given  by  ministers  of  country  districts  and  small  towna  9 
villages.  Finally,  the  duplicate  certificate  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  A 
use  in  our  Church,  judging  from  the  returns.  In  the  majority  c^  cases  tiiii 
IB  probably  due  simply  to  the  fact  that  the  question  as  to  the  best  fono  of 
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eertifieata  has  never  been  considered^  but  in  a  certain  number  of  the 
retorns  other  reasons  are  assigned ;  one  being  that  the  practice  of  writing 
to  miniiten  about  parties  going  to  their  district  renders  the  duplicate 
ccrtifiette  unnecessary,   and  another  that  this  form    is  useless.     The 
experieooe  of  the  few  ministers  who  haye  used  it,  as  stated  in  the  returns, 
mm  to  show  that  the  latter  allegation  is  well  founded.     All  who  use  the 
dnplieate  form  (consisting  of  two  parts,  one  being  the  certificate,  the  other 
I  ootmter-foU  intended  to  be  torn  off  by  the  minister  receiving,  certifying 
dttt  he  has  received  it,  and  returned  to  the  granting  Minister)  state  that 
in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  some  say  more  than  a  half,  the  counter- 
foil is  not  returned.     In  such  cases  it  is  impossible  to  know  where  the 
&slt  lies,  whether  with  the  certificated  member,  or  with  the  minister  to 
fhom  the  certificate  is  delivered.     But  the  facts  reported  seem  to  lead  up 
t9  the  conclusion  that  some  modification  must  be  made  on  the  form  of 
vrtifieate  suggested  in  the  1871  report,  in  order  to  make  it  available  for 
k  porpose  of  preventing  lapsing. 
1  Results, — The  second  query  refers  to  the  results  of  action  taken  in 
iithe  of  the  suggestions  of  the  report  for   1871.     These  may  be 
iMted  under  four  heads: — satisfactory,  unsatisfactory^  indefinite,  and 
aap^tnto  of  warU  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  brethren,   •  Seventy  of  the 
iMnu  come  under  the  first  head,  reporting  generally  good  results ;  15 
Oder  the  second, — unsatisfactory ;  100  under  the  third,  either  giving  no 
Rplj  or  professing  inability  to  state.     Twenty-four,  some  of  these  being 
fntn  ministers  who  have  laboured  most  earnestly  and  successfully,  contain 
rery  pointed  complaints  against  brethren  for  inattention  to  communications 
mt  them,  or  for  neglect  to  send  communications  respecting  persons  leaving 
their  congregations.    The  number  of  returns  coming  under  the  first  head  is 
Urge  enough  to  show  that  it  is  worth  while  taking  pains  in  this  matter,  and 
the  terms  used  in  many  of  the  returns  in  describing  results  make  this  still 
■ore  apparent.     Thus  in  connection  with  suggestion  (a.)  it  is  reported 
in  a  goodly  number  of  the  returns,  that  few  leave  without  getting  their 
^ficates;  in  connection  with  (b,)  tiiat  persons  written  about  to  brethren, 
^h  members  and  adherents,  are  promptly  attended  to,  and  secured  to 
the  Church,  and  that  the  brethren  written  to  have  acknowledged  their  com- 
Bsnications  ;  in  connection  with  (c. )  that  efforts  to  find  out  parties  who 
kd  left  without  certificates  have  been  successful.     As  the  result  of  all 
Ihe  means  employed  to  keep  members  and  adherents  in  connection  with 
k  Church,  a  large  number  of  the  returns  report  ^^no  lapsing  known." 

While  these  results  are  gratifying  and  encouraging,  it  is  disappointing 
to  find  in  so  many  of  the  returns  complaints  of  inattention  and  apathy  on 
the  part  of  brethren,  and  these  made  by  men  evidently  in  earnest  in  the 
■Ktter  involved  in  the  present  inquiry.  Some  of  these  complaints  refer  to 
■iaistera  generally ;  not  a  few  refer  specially  to  ministers  in  cities  and  large 
(>*ns,  as  failing  to  acknowledge  letters  sent  about  members  or  young 
penona.  Some  of  the  complaints  are  very  specific.  One,  himself  a 
■iaiater  in  one  of  our  cities  now,  states  that  in  his  former  charge  he  sent 
ttty  communications  to  brethren,  but  rarely  received  acknowledgment. 
AiKAher  states  that  of  twelve  letters  written  to  town  ministers  within  the 
kt  four  years,  only  two  were  acknowledged  ;  a  third  makes  the  still  more 
<vtling  statement,  that  in  thirty-eight  instances  in  which  he  had  written  to 
^Biatera  (within  the  last  few  years))  asking  acknowledgment  of  certificates 
(doted  to  parties  going  to  their  congregations,  he  had  received  only  one 
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acknowledgment,  and  that  from  a  minister  belonging  to  the  Umted 
Presbyterian  Church. 

While  neglect  to  acknowledge  communications  of  the  kind  referred  to 
seems  common,  neglect  to  send  such  communications  about  persons  Ic&t- 
ing  their  congregations  on  the  part  of  ministers,  seems  from  the  returns  to 
be  still  more  common.  One  of  the  queries  in  the  schedule  (No.  8)  it: 
To  what  extent  have  you  been  communicated  with  by  brethren  respectiog 
members  and  adherento,  and  what  results  have  followed  in  such  cases?  la 
all  but  a  very  few  cases  the  invariable  answer  is  to  this  effect — ^Very  few, 
given  in  such  varying  forms  of  expression  as  these  :  ^^not  any,"  ^^notai 
all,"  *'  to  no  extent,"  **  to  a  very  small  extent,"  *'  in  a  very  few  instances, ' 
"seldom,"  "once,"  "twice,"  "six  times  in  the  whole  course  of  mj 
ministry."  Some  of  the  returns  reflect  on  this  general  neglect  in  very 
severe  terms.  One  says  :  "  Very  seldom,  a  great  drawback  and  neglect ; 
people  will  be  here  months  before  I  can  know  they  are  in  church.'' 
Another,  after  stating  that  ministers  within  the  bounds  keep  up  mutual 
correspondence  regarding  members,  goes  on  to  say  :  "  Ministers  at  a  dis- 
tance,  generally  speaking,  take  no  concern  with  their  people,  who  leave 

them  and  come  to We  have  just  to  hunt  them  out  as  best  ire  can. 

Servants  in  country  families  are  often  Free  Church,  but  even  when  they 
are  communicants,  their  ministers  at  a  distance  seldom  or  never  seem  to 
ask  them  where  they  are  going,  or  to  take  the  trouble  to  inquire  irhether 
they  are  to  have  a  Free  Church  in  their  new  neighbourhood.    As  for 
adherents,  we  almost  never  get  the  remotest  hint  from  the  former  pastoK 
of  the  young  folks.     Any  system  would  be  better  than  the  utter  absence^ 
system,  and  even  of  common  Christian  prudence,  which  leaves  everjtlii^ 
to  the  chapter  of  accidents,  and  which  is  the  general  rule,  sad  to  say,  in 
the  Free  Church.     I  suppose  our  Church  is  only  like  its  neighbours  in  ^ 
but  it  is  a  most  scandalous  state  of  things."     This  is  strong  language,  U 
it  will  be  felt  that  the  writer  has  some  right  to  use  it,  when  it  is  stated 
that  in  the  course  of  a  ministry  of  six  years  he  has,  mainly,  it  would  seea, 
by  being  on  the  outlook  for  new  comers,  increased  his  congregation  in  a 
rural  district  from  177  to  284  communicants.     It  is  easy  to  see  what  risb 
the  Church  runs  of  losing  members  through  the  want  of  information  cod- 
corning  strangers,  making  it  difficult- for  ministers  to  become  acquainted 
with  them  as  soon  as  is  desirable ;  and  from  the  answers  to  the  queries 
next  to  be  referred  to,  it  appears  that   this  risk   is  by  no   means 
imaginary. 

3.  TJie  extent  of  Lapsing. — Two  of  the  queries  relate  to  this  topic,  one 
bearing  on  the  extent  to  which  lapsed  members  have  been  found  wtkovi 
the  congregation  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  in  mission  districts,  the  other 
having  reference  to  lapsing  within  congregations.  The  returns  show, 
what  is  indeed  well  known  already  to  all,  Uiat  the  great  bulk  of  the  lapsed 
population  is  to  be  found  in  our  large  towns.  All  returns  from  town 
ministers  concur  in  testifying  that  the  number  of  persons  who  once  hii 
the  standing  of  communicants,  now  living  in  towns  in  a  state  of  practicil 
heathenism,  is  very  great.  The  melancholy  fact  is  so  well  undersioci 
that  it  is  needless  to  cite  statements  in  proof.  It  is  more  important  ts 
direct  attention  to  the  facts  brought  out  by  the  returns  with  reference  to 
lapsing  in  the  country.  This  appears  to  prevail  chiefly  among  three 
classes,  agricultural  labourers,  miners,  and  fishermen.     With  reference  to 
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the  first  of  ^ese  classes,  the  reloms  speak  of  two  kinds  of  results  ;  one  a 

falling  awaj  from  church  attendance  altogether,  the  other  a  going  over  to 

the  Established  Church.     A  considerable  number  of  the  returns  npeak  of 

both  kinds  of  lapsing  as  having  taken  place,  though  to  a  limited  extent 

Id  most  instances.     The  causes  assigned  for  the  former  species  of  lapsing 

are  the  influence  of  bad  example  among  a  class  of  the  population  who 

hare  largely  given  up  going  to  church,  frequent  changes  of  residence, 

and  distance  from  the  church.     Lapsing  of  the  latter  sort  is  ascribed  to 

the  inflaence  of  companions  (especially  in  the  case  of  young  men),  and  of 

masters,  and  in  the  case  of  farmers,  desire  to  please  the  landlord,  and 

loose  discipline  in  the  Established  Church.    It  is  important  to  note  in  con- 

ceetioD  with  the  remarks  made  under  the  second  head,  that  in  not  a  few 

lostaDces  lapsing  of  both  kinds  takes  place  before  the  minister  is  aware 

'Jttt  the  parties  have  come  to  his  neighbourhood.     Thus  one  minister  in  a 

tcontry  district  reports: — ^* People  coming  here  from  other  places  are 

^Tery  ready  in  giving  in  certificates."    Another  : — ^*  I  have  found  a  few 

via  have  come  here  who  once  belonged  to  the  Free  Church,  and  never 

^  known  the  fact  to  me,  and  some  of  these  joined  the  Church  of 

.^dud  in  course  of  time."     These  statements  show  the  importance  of 

i.^m  of  ministerial  correspondence  in  reference  to  members  going 

im  one  place  to  another.      It  would   appear  that  the   sister  church 

riand  to  is  aware  of  the  importance  of  such  correspondence.     At  least 

3B«  Free  Church  minister,  who  complains  of  not  knowing  of  Free  Church 

p^ie  coming   to  his  neighbourhood,  states   that  the  parish  minister 

Kemed  to  receive  prompt  intelligence  concerning  members  and  adherents 

of  the  £8tablished  Church  coming  to  the  parish. 

The  lapsing  among  the  mining  population  appears,  from  the  reports,  to 
liATe  taken  place  to  a  great  extent.  One  return  says:  ^^When  we 
tiegan  work  five  years  ago  in  a  large  and  neglected  mining  village,  I  was 
j;ready  struck  with  the  number  of  cases  in  which,  on  tracing  back  their 
li^rj,  individuals,  now  without  any  church  connection,  proved  to  have 
^t^o  jears  ago  naembers  or  adherents  of  the  Free  Church."  One  great 
<^3use  of  lapsing  among  the  miners  seems  to  be  their  migratory  habits. 
'.'a  this  the  return  of  one  minbter,  who  has  had  much  experience  of  the 
c|a£g,  remarks :  '^  Lapsing  arises  very  much  from  their  migratory  habits. 
li  not  looked  after,  and  often,  the  majority  of  those  who  fiit  will  lapse." 
Ii  most  be  evident  that  in  connection  with  a  class  so  careless  of  their  own 
'piritnal  interests,  a  much  more  anxious  pastoral  care  than  that  implied 
^  granting  a  disjunction  certificate  when  asked,  which  appears  to  be 
rvely  done,  is  urgently  called  for.  If  such  people  are  to  be  kept  in  con- 
^ction  with  the  Church,  they  must  be  looked  after  as  parents  look 
i^r  children. 

Lapsing  takes  place,  also,  to  a  considerable  extent,  among  the  fishing 
;<>palation.  How  this  happens  is  very  clearly  explained  by  the  following 
•t'^ervations  in  a  return  from  the  minister  of  a  congregation  in  a  fishing 
TLJage.  *^  While  away  from  home  (at  other  fishing  stations),  there  is 
'Tery  danger  of  non- church-going  habits  being  formed  during  the  two  or 
'^«e  months  of  their  residence  from  home,  and  when  they  return  it 
^metimes  happens  that  the  habit  is  difficult  to  change."  Here  again  the 
wraotage  of  inter-ministerial  correspondence  becomes  apparent.  On  this 
-^  same  minister  remarks :  '*  I  consider  it  most  important  that  ministers 
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in  fishing  stations  should  commnnieate  one  with  another  in  the  event  of 
members  of  their  churches  residing  for  a  lengthened  period  of  time  is 
any  of  the  large  fishing  stations  along  onr  coast" 

The  amount  of  lapsing  within  congregations  appears  from  the  retimi 
to  be  limited.  Such  cases  as  do  occur  are  duo  chiefly  to  poTertj  ta^ 
church  discipline.  In  some  districts  Sabbath  labour  at  smelting  furnaM 
appears  to  have  a  demoralising  effect,  and  to  lead  to  the  neglect  of 
ordinances.  One  return  mentions  the  evil  influence  of  nursing  modwR 
who  never  go  to  church  upon  other  members  of  families. 

4.  Causes  of  Lapsing. — Some  of  these  have  been  referred  to  under  tk 
previous  head ;  but  as  one  of  the  queries  (No.  10)  refers  to  this  topic,  H 
may  be  well  to  give  some  additional  particulars.  A  great  variety  (A 
causes  are  referred  to  in  the  returns,  all  of  which  may  possibly  be  open- 
tive,  but  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  too  exceptional  to  call  for  meDtioD, 
while  others  arise  from  circumstances  over  which  the  Church  hu  so 
control.  After  moral  and  religious  causes,  such  as  drunkenness  ud 
indifference,  among  the  chief  causes  of  lapsing,  more  especially  in  towoi, 
are — impoverishment,  leading  to  the  sale  of  church  clothes,  and  inability  to 
pay  seat  rents  and  other  church  dues;  frequent  change  of  abode;  ui 
want  of  introductions  to  parties  in  town  who  might  take  an  interest  is 
strangers  coming  from  the  country. 

All  these  causes  operate  to  an  alarming  extent     The  extent  to  which  the 
second  of  the  three  exercises  an  eyil  influence  may  be  gathered  from  tkt 
statement  in  a  return  from  a  Glasgow  minister  who  has  commenced  a  tmsaioi 
in  a  new  district,  to  the  effect  that  out  of  600  non-church  going  tmlm 
in  the  district,  three-fourths  were  connected  with  congregations  in  otkff 
parts  of  Glasgow  before  coming  to  the  district     Such  deplorable  fv^f^ 
urgently  for  remedy,  and  the  only  remedy  pointed  out  in  the  retons  u 
effectual  is  systematic  visitation  of  districts  periodically  to  find  out  ve* 
comers.     There  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  visitation,  when  vigoroQi|j 
carried  on,  has  marked  effects  in  preventing  the  eviL     One  minister  it 
Glasgow,  of  well-known  seal  and  large  experience,  states  with  regard  to 
flitters,  that  if  visited  at  once  they  are  generally  kept  fr^m  lapsing.    If  to 
such  visitation  were  added  a  system  of  correspondence  in  regard  to  partiei 
coming  from  the  country  to  towns,  either  with  individual  town-ministen, 
or  with  a  ^'  strangers'  committee,"  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
number  of  lapsed  in  large  towns  and  cities  might  be  at  lesst  very  con- 
siderably reduced. 

To  the  foregoing  causes  of  an  indisputable  character  have  to  be  added 
others,  concerning  which  difference  of  opinion  may  obtain,  but  of  vhichi 
as  mention  is  made  of  them  in  a  number  of  the  returns,  some  notice  oaf 
here  be  taken.  To  this  class  belong  the  following : — Lax  discijdm  n 
other  denominations,  neglect  of  visitation,  the  uninteresting  and  unifnprt^' 
sive  character  of  the  church  services,  keeping  up  of  certificate*  ^ 
ministers  when  members  go  to  reside  in  other  localities,  and  the  ^/^f 
esB^ra  church  services  in  producing  indifference  to  the  regular  mecens  o/grtu 
A  good  many  of  the  returns  make  complaints  under  the  first  of  these  heidl 
speaking  of  '^  the  widely  open  door  of  lax  churches,"  "  Episcopal  habitiv 
baptising,"  admission  of  parties  to  the  communion  without  certificates,  ela 
Several  of  the  returns  also  concur  in  ascribing  a  demoralising  tendenoj 
to  the  retention  on  communion  rolb  of  the  names  of  parties  who  hare 
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(0  ill  iDtents  left  the  congregation  and  gone  to  reside  in  other  localities. 

Oq  ibe  subject  of  eztra-<}hurch  agencies,  a  number  of  the  returns  express 

very  decided  opinions,  more  especially  with  reference  to  the  effect  of  these 

JQ  preveDtiuff  the   young  from   attaching   themselves  to  the   Church. 

'^Ch'ldren's  Churches  "  not  connected  with  congregations  are  referred  to 

u  of  doobtfol  tendency.       As  a  sample  of  the  kind  of  tone  adopted  in  a 

oamber  of  returns  by  ministers  whose  names  would  command  respect  may 

begiren  the  following  expression  of  opinion  : — ''  When  lapsing  is  not  due 

either  to  indifference  or  poverty,  when  it  is  found  allied  with  rdtgums 

'WiatnesSf  it  appears  to  be  largely  due  to  theories  about  the  Church  that 

iR  iDeompatible  with  any  real  obligation  to  attend  its  services.     We  have 

diQS  a  considerable   number  who  are  really  Plymouthists,   though  not 

DODinally  so,  and  I  suspect  the  prominence  given  now-a-days  to  extraor- 

huy  means  and  efforts  outside  the  Church,  and  independently  of  it,  has 

y  tbe  effect  of  creating  a  class  of  non-church-going  religious  people  to 

ika  it  will  become  increasingly  difficult  so  to  present  the  claim  of  the 

hrcb.  and  of  the  old  Protestant  doctrine  of  ^  the  outward  and  ordinary 

^eeij'as  to  bind  the  conscience,  and'have  the  force  of  religious  obligation." 

Oi^  subject  the  Committee  express  no  opinion,  but  it  is  certainly  one 

ken'iug  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Church,  whatever  views  may  be 

<9seruiQcd  by  individual  office-bearers  and  members. 

0.  Methods  and  Suggestions, — In  one  of  the  queries  the  Committee 

^ntvd  ministers  to  state  what  other  methods  besides  those  pointed  out  in 

^  report  for  1871  they  had  employed,  and  in  another  to  give  such 

■^stioQs  on  the  whole  subject,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  occurred  to  them. 

TWaosirer  to  these  two  queries  may  here  be  conveniently  classed  together. 

Tk«  nomber  of  methods  and  suggestions  contained  in  the  returns  is  so  great, 

^  while  gratifying  as  an  indication  of  the  extent  to  which  the  subject 

oecapies  the  attention  of  many  of  our  ministers,  makes  it  very  difficult, 

vitboat  tediousness,  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  views  expressed,  in 

t  report     The  Committee  can  only  direct  attention  to  what  seem  the 

aore  important     Taking  those  first  which  are  of  the  nature  of  a  supple- 

M&t  to  the  suggestions  of  1871,  a  number  of  the  returns  speak  of  the 

adyaotage  of  intimations  not  merely  before  terms  to  parties  going  to  lift 

^r  certificates,  but  also  immediately  after  terms  to  parties  coming  to  give 

1  their  certificates.     Those  who  have  tried  this  testify  to  its  good  results. 

fesides  communications  to  ministers  respecting  parties  leaving,  a  number 

if  retoTDs  recommend,  as  important,  communications  to  laymen  and  young 

ien'B  associations  in  towns  concerning  members  and  adherents  going 

toer,  the  feeling   prompting  the   recommendation   being  that  every 

iviilable  means  should  be  used  of  bringing  such  under  right  influences. 

h  reference  to  parties  leaving  without  certificates,  the  Presbytery  of  Elgin, 

*lueh  appears  to  have  paid  much  attention  to  the  whole  subject,  recom- 

^&d  the  practice  used  by  ministers  within   their  bounds,  of  making 

fairies  through  parents  or  relations  as  opportunity  offers.     The  Presby- 

^  of  Paisley,  in  reference  to  this  class  of  cases,  recommend  that  elders 

■port  parties   leaving  the  district  without  certificates  to  the   Session 

fnrterly ;  their  names  to  be  enojossed  in  the  minutes,  the  elder  to  trace 

■on,  certificates  to  be  sent  them,  and  the  fact  to  be  noted  in  the  minutes 

tf  lession.      This  and  other  suggestions  have  been  sent  down  by  the 

^bjtery  to  the  sessions  within  the  bounds.     With  reference  to  the  form 
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of  certificate,  the  Presbytery  of  Dunoon  makes  an  important  saggeBtion, 
viz.,  that  there  be  introduced  a  printed  form  of  intimation  to  the  minigteT 
of  the  district  to  which  the  certified  party  is  going,  notifying  him  of  the 
fact     They  observe  that  the  use  of  such  a  form  seems  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  present  form  of  duplicate  certificate,  and  that  as  it  is  idready  in 
connection  with  the  adherents'  certificate,  there  seems  no  reason  why  it  ' 
should  not  be  introduced  in  connection  with  the  members' certificate  also.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  such  a  form  notifying  to  the  minister  of  a  pamli 
to  which  a  communicant  is  going  that  certificate  has  been  granted  to 
him,  is  in  use  in  the  Established  Church.     Such  a  form  would  serve 
the  purpose    of  a  letter,   and    seems    fitted    to    serve    the   imporUnt 
end  of  enabling  ministers  at  once  to  become    acquainted  with  new 
comers.     Of  course  its  utility  would  be  mainly  limited  to  the  country. 
In  the  case  of  members  going  to  towns,  the  notification  would  require  to 
be  sent  to  some  parties  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  such  matters.   In 
the  Established  Church  it  is  sent  to  a  "  strangers'  committee."    Witk 
reference  to  the  foregoing  suggestions,  it  may  be  stated  that  a  nnmher  d 
the  returns  speak  strongly  of  the  futility  of  all  mere  recommendaiums  by 
the  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  the  necessity  of  whatever  methods  shall,  after 
due  consideration,  be  deemed  effectiye,  being  made  obligatory,  and  en* 
forced  by  the  authority  of  Presbyteries.    The  returns  show  that  experimeBts 
have  been  already  tried  in  various  Synods  to  meet  the  evil ;  always  ia 
vain,  in  consequence  of  the  apathy  of  many  ministers.    The  limited  extent 
to  which  the  suggestions  of  1871  have  been  acted  on  seems  to  point  in  thi 
same  direction.     In  connection  with  this  suggestion  of  compulsory  legislir 
tion,  some  returns  speak  of  the  desirableness  of  a  query  being  introduce] 
into  the  annual  Schedule  of  Statistics,  with  reference  to  members  vta 
have  left  congregations,  to  ascertain  what  has  been  done  in  their  em 
Another  suggestion  seems  worthy  of  mention  here,  viz.,  the  desirablenfl 
of  some  manual  being  prepared  which  would  put  young  ministers  in  poi 
session  of  the  results  of  experience  in  such  matters. 

Among  the  methods  which  have  been  tried  and  found  useful,  the  foQow* 
{ng  are  specially  worthy  of  notice  : — Meetings  at  farms,  which  bring  th 
minister  into  acquaintance  with  farm-servants,  and  give  opportunity  foi 
inviting  them  to  Bible -classes.  Farewell  visits  to  parties  leaving.  A  large 
number  of  the  returns  speak  of  this  aa  a  practice  eminently  useful,  asc 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  it  cannot  fail  to  be  so.  Some  of  the  returns  state  thai 
in  their  districts  the  poorer  members  of  congregations  are  too  often  allow e< 
to  leave  without  such  a  farewell  visit,  a  neglect  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  ii 
not  general,  as  it  is  only  too  likely  to  be  attended  with  evil  consequeuces 
Corresponding  to  this  kindly  method  of  parting  with  members  is  the  methoc 
practised  with  good  effect  by  some  ministers,  assisted  by  their  office-bearen 
of  keeping  an  outlook  for  strangers,  and  inviting  them  to  speak  with  themj 
Ministers  of  town  congregations,  especially  such  as  are  surrounded  b; 
populations  of  working  people,  insist  on  the  importance  of  visitation,  syst 
matic  and  constant,  to  find  out  strangers.  One  return,  from  the  minist 
of  a  large  Mission  Church  in  Glasgow,  explains  his  method  for  dealing  witi 
internal  lapsing,  which  is  to  purge  the  roll  carefully  every  six  months,  an 
to  note  specially  lapsing  members,  and  to  use  all  diligence  to  recover  them 
Another  return  explains  a  similar  method  of  dealing  with  adherents  wh 
have  left  the  neighbourhood,  viz.,  to  keep  a  list  of  adoU  members  o 
families  who  have  left  the  parents'  roof,  so  as  to  use  influence  with  thcu 
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with  s  Tieir  to  their  attendance  on  ordinances.  Important  suggestions  are 
mdt  with  regard  to  the  methods  of  neutralising  the  bane^l  effects  of 
driDkiog  castoms  in  causing  lapsing.  Among  them  a  prominent  plaoe  is 
gireD  to  Temperance  Associations.  One  return  mentions  the  existence  in 
the  congregation  of  a  "  Gospel  Temperance  Association,"  embracing  not 
less  than  600  members,  all  enrolled  within  two  years. 

The  foregoing  are  the  principal  matters  referred  to  in  the  Schedule  of 
Qnenes  and  in  the  answers  returned.  This  necessarily  imperfect  summary 
suic^  to  show  that  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  is  one  of  urgent  importance, 
demanding  much  more  earnest  and  deliberate  consideration  than  it  has  yet 
receJTed.  The  Committee  recommend  that  this  Beport  be  sent  down  to 
Presbjt«rie8  for  consideration,  and  that  their  attention  be  directed  specially  ^ 
ti  tht  following  points : — 

1.  The  adoption  by  authority  all  over  the  Church  of  a  form  of  certificate 
k  members,  and  alao  for  adherents,  such  as  that  suggested  by  the 
IV^jtery  of  Dunoon,  and  annexed  to  this  Report 
I  i  The  appointment,  in  all  large  towns,  of  a  Strangers'  Committee,  to 
^  information  can  be  sent  regarding  members  and  adherents  going 
^  from  any  part  of  the  country. 

A.  E  BEUCE,  Convener  of  Sah-Committee. 
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.       10 
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Deputations,    ..... 

.       11 

Endowment  Scheme,    .... 

.       18 

List  of  Existing  Emdowmbnts, 

.       14 

FORM    OF    BEQUEST/ 

I  leave  and  beqneath  the  sum  of  poos^ 

sterling  (the  amount  to  be  stated  in  words,  not  figures)  to  the  Committe 
for  the  Management  of  the  Highland  Mission  Fund  of  the  Free  Chai 
of  Scotland,  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be  paid  at  the  first  term  of  Whi 
Sunday  or  Martinmas  after  my  death,  to  John  MacDonaij>,  Esq.,  Oenei 
Treasurer  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  his  Successors  in  offi 
Treasurers  aforesaid ;  and  I  declare  that  the  discharge  of  the  said  JoR 
MacDonald,  Esq.,  or  of  such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  sball  be 
sufficient  discharge  to  my  Executors. 

*  It  is  desirable  that  parties  bequeathing  legacies  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  H^3 
Missions  of  the  Church  should  know  that  the  Home  Mission  is  not  understood  to  i&cQ* 
the  Highlands. 


REPORT. 

Abstract  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Committee  for 

the  year  ending  3l8t  March  1880. 

CHARGE. 

I  Balance  of  last  Accoant,  ending  31st  March  1879,  viz. : — 

1.  On  General  Fund, 

2.  On  Endowment  Frmd^ 

II-  Contribntions  during  the  year  :- 

1.  Congregational  Collections, 

2.  Donations,    . 

3.  Legacies, 

4.  JuTenile  Offerings,   . 

5.  Interest  on  Investments, 

6.  From   "Four  Highlanders/'  for  in 

creasing  Stipends  of  Church  Ezten 
sion  Ministers, 


£2647  17     6 
1413    6     2 


£4061     3     8 


£2404  12  1 

659     2  3 

1660     3  9 

86     6  1 

131     4  2 


278     9    6 


in.  Proceeds  of  Stations  from  Sustentation  Committee,  for 
year  to  15th  March  1880,  .... 

IV.  Endowment  Fund : — 


6119  17  10 


388  12    7 


1.  General — Interest,    . 

2.  For  Kilberry,  Donations  and  Interest, 

3.  For  Kilfinidlien,  do., 

4.  For  Shieldaig,  Interest, 

5.  For  Glenquoich,  do., 


£15     9     6 

118  .1  10 

369  18     0 

6  12     2 

3  13     9 


^ .  Dr.  Webster^s  Bequest,  to  amount  and  interest,  . 
n.  Interest  accrued,  ..... 


613  15     3 
10,040     5     5 


31   18     1 
£20,155  12  10 


DISCHARGE. 
I  Supply  of  Stations  i — 

1.  Probationers'  Salaries, 

2.  CatechistB'  Salaries, 

Carry  forward, 


£1539  13    8 
2083    4  10 


£3622  18    6 
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Broaght  forward, 

II.  Expenses  of  Ministers  on  Evangelistic  Depntations,  Tracts, 
etc,        ••••••- 


IIL  Aid  to  Students  .— 

1.  Bursaries  at  Edinburgh, 

2.  Do.      at  Olasgow, 

3.  Bo.      at  Aberdeen, 

4.  Students,      •  •  .  • 

5.  Students  engaged  in  Missionary  work, 

6.  For  training  Students, 


£40 
60 
10 
131 
235 
188 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


IV.  Grants-in-Aid  to  Ministers  of  Church  Extension  Charges, 

V.  Endowment  Funds : — 

1.  General,  Transferred  to  Kflberry,  .        £103  14     6 

2.  Do.  to  Kilfinichen,         358     0     9 

3.  Kilberry,  sum  inyested,      .  500    0     0 

4.  Kilfinichen,        do.  500    0    0 


YL  Dr.  Webster's  Bequest,  sum  invested, 

VII.  General  Charges, 

VIIL  Annual  Collection : — 

1.  Printing  Notices,     . 


2.  Postage  thereof, 

IX.  Expenses:— ;• 

1.  Clerk,  .  .  .  . 

2.  Postages,  etc., 

3.  Printing  Report,  etc., 

4.  Stationery, 

5.  Travelling  expenses  of  Members  at- 

tending Meetings  of  Committee, . 


X.  Balance  in  favour  of  Scheme,  vix. 

On  General  Fund, 
On  Endowment  Fund,  . 
On  Kilberry  Endowment, 
On  Kil6nichen  Endowment, 
On  Shieldaig  Endowment, 
On  Glenquoich  Endowment, 
On  Dr,  Webster's  Bequest, 


£24    5     0 
10  14     9 


£80    0  0 

56  10  0 

16  15  6 

10    3  0 

101     8  6 


£2541  15  3 

132    9  4 

14    7  4 

11  17  3 

56  10  11 

250     1  4 

40    5  5 


£3622  18    ( 
539    3  1 


664    5 
393   0  1 


1461  15 

10,000   0 

127    5 


34  19  I 


264 1: 


3047    6  1 


Collection,  1863, 


£3025     9    6 


£2a»155  V2  1 


Expenditure,  1863-64,      £3296  16 
„  1864-66,        3011  17 

Total,    £6308  U 
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CoQeetioB,  1865, 


£3084  16  9 


Ezpenditiire,  1865-66,   £2955  12  4 
1866-67,    3007  6  4 


M 


Total,    £5962  18     8 


CoUeetMo,  1867, 


£2902     1     2 


Expenditure,  1867-68,      £3350    0    0 
„  1868-69,        3051     1     5 


Total,    £6401     1     5 


ConectioB,  1869, 


Cdleetioo,  1871, 


£2999  16    5 


£3102    9^    I 


Expenditure,  1869-70,'      £3018     1     9 
1870-71,        3107    9  11 


» 


Total,    £6125  11     8 

Expenditure,  1871-72,      £3053    8    0 
1872-73,         3447  13     1 


Total,    £6501     1     1 


'oScctum,  1873, 


Conection,  1875, 


^^•ilection,  1877, 
l^Uection,  1878, 
Collection,  1879, 


£3033    7  16 


£31-39    8     1 


Expenditure,  1873-74,       £3180    0    0 
1874-75,         3254  16    4 


It 


Total,     £6434  16    4 

Expenditure,  1875-76,      £3153  11  11 
1876-77,         3948  13     1 


Total,     £7102     5     0 


£2760  1  9  I  Expenditure,  1877-78,  £3050  0  10 
£2483  12  7  I  Expenditure,  1878-79,  £4982  2  4 
£2404  12     1  I    Expenditure,  1879-80,     £5646  10     9 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  financial  statement  that  the  Com- 
mittee's expenditare  during  the  past  year  has  been  larger  than  on  any 
fcnner  corresponding  periods  Tbis  increase  of  outlay  is  accoanted  for — 
f^t,  bj  tbe  circumstance  that  the  salaries  of  all  their  agents  have  been 
Bicreased ;  second,  by  the  new  Bursary  Scheme  which  began  to  be  in 
^ratioD  at  the  beginning  of  last  session ;  and  third,  by  the  farther 
citeDsion  of  their  Missionary  enterprise.  This  last  department  of  the 
^mittee's  work  is  the  most  interesting  and  important.  They  have 
^Q  endeavonring,  so  far  as  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the 
^nrch  would  reasonably  allow,  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them 
^  time  to  time  by  those  portions  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  which 
^  more  destitute  of  gospel  ordinances.  Much  as  has  been  done  by  way 
''f  EQpplyiQg  remote  and  thinly  populated  districts  with  the  means  of  grace, 
i  great  deal  more  remains  tO'  be  done,  and  the  Committee  feel  the  need 
^ appealing  anew  to  the  Church  for  the  means  necessary  to  enable  them 
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to  carry  on  and  extend  the  work  which  she  has  entrusted  to  them.  It  is 
true  they  have  a  respectahle  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year,  notwithsUnd- 
ing  a  diminished  collection  and  after  so  large  an  outlay.  Bat  this  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  legacy  came  into  their  hands  last  year. 
Had  that  legacy  not  come,  the  balance  would  have  been  considerably  lea 
But  when  they  consider  the  work  that  remahw  at  their  door  to  be  doK. 
as  well  as  the  wide  field  over  which  it  extends,  and  also  the  fact  thatn 
must  be  thoroughly  and  efficiently  done  ere  it  can  bring  forth  the  deslni 
fruit,  they  find  that  their  present  yearly  revenue  is  not  such  as  to  enable 
them  to  perform  what  it  is  their  most  earnest  desire  to  accomplish.  It 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  your  Ckimmittee  would  require  one-half,  or  &i 
least  one-fourth  more  than  its  present  income  to  maintain  and  extend  iu 
operations  without  the  risk  of  falling  into  debt 

For  some  time  there  was  a  scarcity  of  men  to  do  the  work,  and  the 
number  of  probationers  is  still  small.  But  by  the  employment  of 
divinity  Students  for  some  of  their  regular  and  miscellaneous  stations  the 
Committee  are  not  so  much  at  a  loss  in  respect  of  supply.  The  deficiency 
is,  therefore,  not  in  men  to  do  the  work,  but  in  moans  to  carry  it  on. 
The  Committee  are  encouraged  by  the  liberality  of  the  Church  in  whatsbe 
has  already  contributed  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  means  of  grace 
iu  the  Highlands,  and  they  have  great  cause  of  thankfulness  to  Almigbtj 
Qod  that  He  has  been  countenancing  his  own  Word  and  Work,  io^ 
their  prayer  now  is  that  that  wonted  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Choreli 
may  not  abate,  but  rather  increase.  Then  shall  her  borders  be  extended 
and  strengthened,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High  shall  be  in  tk 
midst  of  her. 


SANCTIONED  CHAKQBS. 

There  were  fourteen  vacant  charges  in  the  Highlands  at  this  time  Itft 
year.  Since  then,  ten  more  vacancies  have  occurred.  The  Station  of 
Park,  in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  was  raised  to  the  standing  of  a  sanctioned 
Charge  by  last  General  Assembly,  so  that  during  the  whole  or  part  of  tbe 
past  year  there  were  in  all  twenty-five  vacant  charges.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  those  that  have  during  the  year  been  supplied  with  pastois  >^ 


Congregations. 


1.  Moy, 

2.  Croaa, 

3.  Stratherrick, 

4.  Strathgarve, 

5.  loDft  and  Ross, 

6.  Glenmorriston,  . 

7.  Lybster,    . 

8.  Urray, 

9.  Renton,     . 

10.  Knockbain, 

11.  Kiltarlity, 


PrcsbTterleB. 


InyerDesB, 

Lewis,  . 

Inverness, 

Dingwall, 

Moll,    . 

Abertarff, 

Caithness, 

Dingwall, 

Dumbarton, 

Inverness, 

Inverness, 


Futon. 


«• 


Rev.  D.  M'FarUne. 
Don.  M'Beath. 
G«o.  M*Leod. 
Nicol  Nioolfion.    ■ 
John  BlacUock.  | 
D.  M*Inne«.       | 
Jas.  Dempster. 
Arch.  Beaton. 
Dun.  ColTio. 
James  M*Lend.    \ 
Hector  WKena^ 


r* 


>9 


•t 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 
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Tfae  following  is  a  list  of  the  congregations  now  vacant  :• 


CoogngKthM, 

Pre8byterie& 

Ck)ngregation8. 

Presbyteries. 

1 
*l  Shako, 

Kintyre. 

9.  KUberry        ) 

:  it  Tongue, 

Tongae. 

and  South  > 

Kintyre. 

>  :i  Sooth  Hist,  . 

Skye  and  Uiflt. 

loiapdale,  ) 

H.  StnthgU88,  . 

InvemesB. 

10.  Coigach, 

Lochcarron. 

,  1 5.  Brottlf  Old,     . 

Skye  and  Uist. 

11.  Strathconon, . 

DingwalL 

1  6.  Bofrmore,     . 

Islay. 

12.  West  Church, 

InTemess. 

7.  Fortingall,    . 

Breadalbane. 

13.  Tyree,  . 

Mull. 

'  8.  Killin,  . 

Breadalbane. 

14.  Park,    . 

Lewis. 

LIXnoch. 


Assistants  have  bsbn  employed  at — 

I  2.  Fodderty.         |  3.  Killin.  | 


4.  Kirkhill. 


CHURCH  EXTENSION  CHARGES. 

Park  is  the  only  Station  that  was  raised  by  last  Assembly  to  a  Church 
Extension  Charge.  In  all  there  are  now  twenty-two  of  these  charges,  none 
fi  vbich  is  on  the  Equal  Dividend.  Tour  Committee  have  been  always 
uiioDs  that  the  stipends  of  the  Ministers  of  these  charges  should  be  placed 
OD  the  same  footing  as  those  who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Equal  Dividend, 
ud  they  are  glad  to  report  that  last  year,  as  usual,  Mr.  Mackinnon  of 
fialaakill  and  friends  have,  with  their  considerate  generosity,  supplied  the 
AiiD  of  £278,  9s.  6d.  for  this  deserving  purpose. 

At  Whitsunday  a  certain  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Binny  Webster 
Fond  becomes  available,  and  the  Committee  have  prepared  a  Schedule  of 
Queries,  with  accompanyiog  letter,  to  be  sent  to  Presbytery  Clerks  in  the 
Highlands,  in  order  to  secure  the  information  necessary  to  guide  them  in 
iHocatiDg  the  fund  in  terms  of  the  bequest.  The  Committee  wish  it  to  be 
VKierstood  that  the  Binny  Webster  Fund  is  not  intended  for  suppleroent- 
io^  the  stipends  of  the  Ministers  of  Church  Extension  Charges  only,  but 
B  intended  to  augment  the  stipends  of  those  ministers  who  are  found 
.aost  in  need  of  such  aid. 
I 

*  Rev.  J.  McLean,  Back,  has  been  called, 
•f-  Rev  J.  R.  M'Neill  haa  been  called. 
X  Rer.  D.  J.  Nicoleon  has  been  elected. 
§  Rev.  Colin  Fraser  has  been  elected. 
U  Rev.  Alex.  Grant  has  been  elected. 
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List  of  Ohubch  Extension  CeAiiaES  in  the  Hiqhlamds  at  15th  March 
1879,  in  Order  of  Sanction,  with  Date  of  Ssttlbmbht. 


Name  of  Charge. 

Presbyteiy. 

DaUof 
Sanction. 

XinlstM: 

DitoofSefcOeBM&t 

1.  Bowmore, 

Islay,     .    •    • 

1859 

t2.  Fortingall,     . 

Breadalbaoe,  . 

1860 

iZ.  Loohfynende, 

fDonoonand^ 
\    InTerar^. 
j  Donoon  and  ) 
\  Inveraray,  ) 

1868 

Bey.  Jno.  Clarke, 

Sept  9,  1867. 

4.  Ardrishaag,    . 

1865 

„    John  Stewart, 

June  9,  1868. 

6.  Glenshiel, 

Lochcarron,     . 

1865 

„    knf^QB  Mackaj, 

Jnly        1867. 

6.  Altnaharra,   . 

Tongae,     .    • 

1869 

„    J.aMaokay, 

Sept  27,  1871. 

7.  Ardow,          1 
TorloiBk,  .   / 

Lorn  and  Moll, 

1872 

„    iiez.  fatereoiw 

Feb.  27,  1878. 

8.  Coiffach,    .    . 

9.  AraDamarchao 

Lochcarron,    .. 

1872 

Lorn  and  Moll, 

1878 

„    Nicol  Campbell, 

Jan.    1, 1874. 

10.  Strathconon,  . 

Dingwall,  •    • 

1873 

11.  QoTan.  Gaelic, 

12.  PortnaliaTen, . 

*Gla^;ow,    •    • 

1874 

„    A.  Cameron, 

Aug.  21, 187i 

Islay,     •    .    . 

1874 

„    J.G.M'Ncill, 

Bfay     5,1875. 

18.  Dunoon,             Dimoon  and 
Gaelic,              InToraray, 

1875 

„    D.  M'Niool, 

Mar.  30, 1876. 

14.  Whiting  Bay,    Kintyre,    .    . 

1875 

„    A.  Stewart, 

July  25, 1876. 

15.  Tvree,  .        • 
1  16.  Monren, 

Mttll,    ... 

1876 

Do.,    .    .    . 

1877 

,,    P.  M<Iy«r,           Aug.  15, 1S78. 

17.  Strathgarve, . 

Dingwall, .    . 

1877 

„    N.  Nioolaon, 

May  15,  1879. 

18.  South    Balla- 

) 

chaliRh  and 

}  Ahertarff.     . 

1877 

„    D.H'MorDhy, 

Jan.     3, 1878. 

Glencoe, 

)  . 

19.  Garve, 

Dingwall, .   .• 

1877 

,,    nicol  Nioolaon, 

May    15.181 

20.  Glenmorriaton, 

Abertarff,..    . 

1878 

„    D.M'Innea, 

Jane   11,187 

21.  StrathglaBB,   . 

InTemesa,  •    • 

1878 

22.  Park,     . 

Lewis,  .    .   .. 

1879 

t  There  is  a  special  arrangement  made  by  which  these  get  a  grant  from  tiie  Sost 
tion  Fund  Committee. 


STATIONS. 

The  Stations  under  the  supervision  of  this  Committee  are  divided  ii 
three  classes.  First,  Regular  Stations,  which  formerly  formed  parts] 
Sanctioned  Charges  and  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  disjoin  and  ei 
to  separate  preaching  stations  in  order  to  meet  more  adequately 
spiritual  requirements  of  the  people.  The  number  of  Regular  Statioos 
been  increased  by  one  during  last  year.  The  Presbytery  of  Lewis  havi 
represeuted  to  the  Committee  the  desirability  of  separating  the  districtj 
Kinloch  from  the  Parish  of  Lochs  and  erecting  it  to  a  Regular  Station, 
Committee  acquiesced  in  this  finding  of  the  Presbytery,  and  have  adii 
Einloch  to  the  number  of  their  Regular  Stations.  In  all,  there 
eighteen  such  stations  supplied  with  preachers  by  the  Committee. 

There  are  sixteen  miscellaneous  Stations,  including  eight  in  the 
lands.  The  services  at  all  these  Stations  are  conducted  by  Studt 
Missionaries  and  Catechists  during  the  whole  year,  with  the  exceptil 
of  one  or  two  in  the  Highlands  where  the  population  is  small  and  wide 
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scattered.  The  Committee  send  students  to  these  Stations  during  the 
summer  months  only. 

There  is  also  a  large  number  of  Fishing  Stations  to  wbicb  Deputies  are 
i^ent  These  Stations  are  located  on  the  Coast  of  Ireland,  the  Moray 
Firtb,  Caithness,  and  the  Western  Islands.  Those  on  the  Coast  of  Ire- 
land and  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland  are  frequented  by  thousands  of 
Highlanders  who  understand  Gaelic  only.  Your  Committee  are  each  year 
<ippljing  these  men  with  the  means  of  grace  in  their  own  tongue,  and 
the  ministers  deputed  for  this  purpose  send  the  most  gratifying  accounts 
of  their  labours  amongst  them.  Their  reports  testify  to  the  good  be- 
iiiTioar  of  these  fishermen  when  exposed  to  great  temptation  away  from 
their  homes,  and  the  great  interest  they  manifest  in  connection  with 
Sabbath  and  week-day  6eryice& 

I^paties  have  been  asked  and  sent  during  the  past  year  to  the  island 

()f  Coll.    In  that  island  a  religious  movement  began  some  time  ago,  and 

s<pIication  was  made  several  times  by  Mr.  Eraser  for  help  in  carrying  on 

■£«  good  work.     The  Committee  cordially  complied  with  Mr.  Eraser's 

^est  on  all  occasions,  and  they  are  glad  to  report  that  the  services  of 

^Jr  Deputies  have  been  greatly  blessed  to  the  people  of  Coll.     Each  in 

'^  report  which  he  gave  of  his  work  during  his  short  visit  to  that  island 

•■'  the  sea  evidenced  the  deep  earnestness  with  which  the  people  listened 

^  the  Word  of  life.     Many  sturdy,  brave-hearted  men  were  moved  even 

•^  tears,  and  gave  tokens  of  having  received  the  blessing.     The  work  is 

s^iil  dlently  going  on,  which  is  a  strong  argument  for  its  genuineness. 

The  following  are  lists  of  the  various  Stations  in  operation  during  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  past  year : — 


L — ^Beoulab  Stations. 


stations. 


I-  Jura  and  Colonsay, 

2.  Kilchreiman, 

3.  Kilfinichen  (Qrolas), 
i  Acharade,  . 
0.  Amulree, 

6.  Kildonaii,    . 

7.  Arisaig, 

8.  SmaU  lalea, 
9-  Beinera  and  Boreray, 

10.  St  KikUs    . 

n.  Gi^  (Catechist), 

12.  Canadale  and  Skipness, 

11  Croick, 

U.  Stman, 

15.  Craigniah,    . 

16.  Kinlochewe, 
n.  Partick,  . 
18.  Kinloch, 


Presbyteries. 


lalay,     . 
Lorn, 
Mull,      . 
Do., 

Breadalbane, 
Dornoch, 
Abertarff, 
Skye  and  Uist, 

Do., 

Do., 
Kintyre, 

Do., 
Tain, 
Dnnkeld, 

Dunoon  and  Inveraray, 
Lochcarron,    . 
Glasgow, 
Lewis,  . 


Post  Towns. 


Lochgilphead. 

Inveraray. 

Aro8,  MolL 

Strontian. 

Dunkeld. 

Helmsdale. 

Fort-William. 

Arisaig. 

Lochmaddy. 

Stomoway. 

Tayinloan. 

Tarbert. 

Ardgay. 

Blair  Athole. 

Lochgilphead. 

DingwflJL 

Glasgow. 

Stomoway. 

B 
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II. — Miscellaneous  Stations. 


I 


StatioiL 

PiMbTtery. 

Pott  Tots. 

1.  AbhelflUneford  (Catecbist), 

Haddington  and  Dunbar, 

Drem. 

2.  Olengarry  and  Tomdoan, 

Abertarff, 

Fort-Willijun 

3.  Olencoe  (three  months),  . 

Do., 

Do. 

4.  Olen  Etive  and  Glen  Craran, 

Lorn,     .... 

Taynmlt. 

5.  Oban  (three  months). 

Do.,      .... 

ObuL 

6.  Greenook  (Gaelic),    . 

Greenock, 

Greenock. 

7.  Broomielaw  (Gaelic  Mis.), 

Glasgow, 

Glasgow. 

8.  Kilmarnock,    .         • 

Irvine,   .... 

Kilmarnock 

9.  Barra  (Catechist),    . 

Skye  and  Uist, 

Lochmaddy. 

10.  Lochgoilhead  (Catecbist), . 

Dunoon  and  Inveraray,  . 

Inversray. 

11.  Shinness, 

Dornoch,         .         . 

Lairg. 

12.  Springbiirn, 

Glasgow, 

Glasgow. 

13.  FairU^,    .... 

Greenock, 

Largs. 

14.  Dairy,     .... 

Irvine,   .... 

Dairy. 

15.  Leith,      .... 

Edinburgh,     . 

Leiih. 

1$.  PUntation,      . 

Govan,  .... 

Gla%pw. 

1.  Stomoway.      ^ 

2.  Lochmaddy.    f  Western 

3.  Benbecula.       i  Islands. 

4.  Lochboisdale.  ; 
6.  Wick.  J 

6.  Helmsdale.   >  Caithness. 

7.  Lybster.        ) 


III. — FiSHiNQ  Stations. 

8.  Burghead.      ^ 

9.  Lossiemouth. 

10.  Buckie. 

11.  Macduff. 

12.  Rosehesrty. 

13.  Fraserburgh. 

14.  Peterhead. 

15.  Howth.     )  On  the  coast  of 


^  Moray  FiHiL 


«B.  ) 


16.  Ani^ilasB.  )        Ireland. 


PROBATIONERS. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year  there  were  six  probationers  settled  over 
charges  in  the  Highlands,  and  one  over  a  Lowland  congregation^  The 
number  now  upon  the  roll  is  not  large,  and  is  inadequate  for  the  vork 
which  the  Committee  have  to  overtake.  They  have  in  conaeqaenoe  been 
obliged  to  employ  divinity  Students  during  the  College  vacation  to 
supply  some  of  their  regular  and  miscellaneous  Stations,  This  amnge* 
ment,  they  are  glad  to  report,  has  given  satisfaction,  and  therefore  tb«j 
are  encouraged  to  give  opportunities  to  as  many  Students  as  posaibli 
of  acquiring  that  experience  which  is  {bond  so  necessary  and  usefiB]  to 
the  young  minister  when  called  upon  to  take  the  oversight  of  a  eoogregt- 
tion. 

The  list  of  Probationers  now  stands  as  follows : — 

1.  Probationers  licensed  before  last  year : — 

1.  Rev.  M.  M'Intyre,  Pre-IMsruption  Probationer. 


2.  Rev.  Colin  Fraser. 


3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 


» 


»> 


» 


»> 


James  Fletoher. 
Angus  M'Kenzie. 
Alex.  Chiflholm. 
D.  C.  M'Kenae. 
James  Dewar. 
John  Wishart. 


9.  Rev.  Alex.  GrantL 


10. 
11. 
12. 

la. 

14. 
10. 


ft 
ft 


Duncan  FinlaysoB. 
John  OampbeU. 
Alex.  Gumming. 
Arch.  M'Tavish. 
J.  M'Leod,  M.D. 
John  Finlayson. 


Ordained  MinUi€r9 — Rev.  George  G.  M*Leod  and  James  M*Lachlsn. 
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2.  Licensed  since  last  Assembly : — 


16.  Bey.  Kormiui  M'Leod. 


17. 
la. 


»t 


n 


19.  Rev.  Hector  M'Kenzie. 

20.  I,     Duncan  M'Leod. 

21.  ,.     Roderick  Boss. 


)» 


D.  J.  NioolsoQ. 
Peter  Stewart 

Ord(m€d  Mughnavy — Rev.  John  M'Kay,  St.  Kilda. 
Ltty  Mimonary — Mr.  Donald  Stewart. 


Gaelic-speaking  Students  who  have  just  finished  their  theological 
eorricalam ; — 


Mr.  B.  ConnelL 
Mr.  John  Finlayson. 
Mr.  A.  Miller. 
Mr.  J.  M'lnto^ 
Mr.  A.  M'Dian&id. 


Mr.  C.  M'Kenzie. 
Mr.  M.  M*Kenzie. 
Mr.  D.  M*Lennan. 
Mr.  A.  Shaw. 


List  of  Catechistb  and  the  Stations  they  occupy. 


L  !ea  M'Donald,  East  Lothian. 
:    1  ilex.  Gihnore,  Strathpeffer. 
i  Duncan  Ckmeron,  Glasgow, 
i  WiQiam  CampbeH,  Halkirk  {retired), 
^-  Norman  Munro,  StenscholL 
1  Ronald  McDonald,  Uig,  Skye. 
I  John  M'Lean,  North  Uist 
K  Donald  M'Qaeen,  Bracadale. 
i  K«l  Stewart,  Orimsay. 

10-  Mn  Stewart,  Abemethy. 

11  Mnrdo  M'Leod,  Lochs. 

11  Donald  Cattanach,  Rothiemnrchus. 

13.  Charles  M*Leod,  Isbiy. 

li  Eenneih  M'Pherson,  Ness. 

M  Donald  M'Donald,  Kilmuir,  Skye. 

11  Angus  McNeill,  Portree. 

IT.  John  M<Kenaie,  Gaidoch. 

II  Roderick  Forbes,  Poolewe. 

19.  J(^  M'Nanghton,  Laggan. 


20.  James  M*Eenzie,  Aasynt. 

21.  Malcolm  M  Donald,  Kilmali& 

22.  Donald  Henderson,  XJrray. 

23.  Norman  McLean,  Barra. 

24.  Donald  Cameron,  Acharacle. 

25.  John  McDonald,  Ferintosh. 

26.  Doncan  M*Beth,  Applecross. 

27.  Alexander  M'Donald,  Dingwall. 

28.  Allan  Fraser,  UUapooL 

20.  Archibald  MK^orkindale,  Lochgoil- 
head. 

30.  William  Sutherland,  Assynt 

31.  D.  MTherson,  Kingairloch. 

32.  Kenneth  M'Kenzie,  Carloway. 

33.  Malcolm  Morrison,  Tarbert,  Harris. 

34.  Murdo  Stewart,  Back,  Lewis. 

35.  Donald  M'Lean,  Bern  era. 

36.  Lachlan  M'Lean,  Easdale. 


[  The  foflowing  is 
IDeputies  by  whom 

AidghMs^ 
Howth,     . 
Wick, 
Ptteriiead, 
Fnserbiirgh, 

Helmsdale, 

I'TlJster,   . 
Eosdiearty, 


DEPUTATIONS. 

a  list  of  the  places  visited  .during  the  year,  and  ihe 
they  were  supplied : — 

5  Rev.  D.  C.  Ross,  Appin. 

Roderick  M'Rae,  Carloway. 

John  M'Kay,  Oban. 

W.  Fraser,  Lochgilphead. 

D.  M'Master,  Kildalton. 

Ch.  Falconer,  Fortrose. 

M.  M*Kenzie,  Kilmallie. 

W.  Ross,  Abemethy. 

D.  M'Kenzie,  Farr. 

D.  C.  M'Donald,  Kilmuir  Easter. 

R.  M'Kenzie,  Tarbert,  Harris. 

John  McLean,  Back. 

Neil  Gillies,  Killeaman. 

Neil  Dewar,  Kingussie. 


f> 
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Kildonan, 

Lo88iemonth, 
Macduff,  . 
Kilchrennan, 
Kinlochewe, 


Coll, 


Rev.  A.  G.  M'Leod,  Croy. 

Colin  Sinclair,  Inyergordon. 
A.  MacRae,  EilcalmonelL 
Jas.  M'Leod,  Kilberry. 
K  M*Leod,  DuthiL 
Neil  Taylor,  Dnndee. 
John  M'Phersoo,  Cawdor. 
D.  Shaw,  Laggan. 
A.  Cameron,  Grovan. 
A.  M'Kay,  GlenshieL 
J.  McMillan,  TJUapooL 


» 


n 


ft 


)» 


9» 


»» 


>i 


>> 


*» 


ENDOWMENT  SCHEME. 

The  Regulations  under  which  such  Endowments  are  asked,  and  which 
have  been  approved  by  the  General  Assembly,  are  as  follows : — 

"  That  a  sum  of  not  less  than  £1000  be  aimed  at,  to  be  apportioned  for  the 
benefit  of  each  such  Charge ;  it  being  understood  that  this  Endowment  shall  no^ 
be  available  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  General  Assembly  in  satisfitd 
that  the  Congregation  is  doing  its  duty  to  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

"That  such  Endowments  be  funded  in  the  names  of  the  General  Trustees  for 
the  Church,  but  under  the  control  of  this  Committee,  as  subject  to  the  tnper^ 
vision  and  direction  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"  That  the  proceeds  of  such  Endowments  be  annually  paid  in,  on  behah'  <d 
each  Charge,  to  the  General  Sustentation  Fund. 

"  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  this  Conomittee,  with  the  authority  of  the  Geofd 
Assembly,  to  transfer  such  Endowments  from  any  one  Charge  in  the  HighloA 
to  another  similar  Charge,  if  at  any  time  the  continuance  of  the  Chaigeiiri 
endowed  be  deemed  unnecessary,  or  the  circumstances  be  so  changed  as  nctti 
require  it." 

THOS.  M'LAUCHLAN,  Convener. 


LIST  OP  EXISTING  ENDOWMENTS. 

South  Uist £1,000    0   0 

Strath,      . 

500    0   0 

Kilmuir,  • 

500    0    0 

St  Kilda, 

500    0    0 

Fodderty  (Legacy), 

2,700    0    0 

Ardchattan, 

500    0    0 

Kilmartin, 

1,000    0    0 

Bowmore,  Invested, 

600    0    0 

Torosay,  . 

800    0    0 

Ardow  and  Torloisk, 

1,000    0    0 

Raasay,     . 

.       1,000    0    0 

Kilberry,  . 

500    0    0 

Shieldag, . 

150    0    0 

Morven,   . 

1,000    0    0 

PortnahaTKn,        • 

1,000    0    0 

Ardnamurchan,    . 

600    0    0 

Badenoch,  for  Catechiat, 

a 

600    0    0 

Tyree,      . 

.       1,000    0    0 

Kilfinicben, 

500    0    0 

Strathglaes, 

500    0    0 

Total, 

£15,250    0    0 

IV.-A 


fxtt  Cljttrcjf  of  ScotUnb. 


REPORT  OP   SUB-COMMITTEE   OP   COMMITTEE 


F0& 


Thi  HighlatuU  and  Islands  on  Lapsing  of  Members  and 
Adherents  from  connection  with  the  Church. 


MAY    1880. 


Toui  Sub-Committee  haye  received  40  returns  in  all,  being  39 
^  ministera  of  congregationB,  and  one  from  a  probationer  in 
^y^e  of  a  Mission-station.  A  very  large  number  of  ministers,  about 
*''3rfiith8  of  the  whole,  have  made  no  returns ;  but  those  received  include 
npresentatives,  in  various  proportions,  from  almost  all  the  Highland 
^^byteries,  while  three  of  the  returns  have  come  from  ministers  of 
^lelic  charges  in  the  Lowlands.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  of  the 
iB:m<ters  have  responded  to  the  call  made  upon  them  in  connection  with 
^  important  matter ;  and  yet  the  returns  made,  embodying  the  observa- 
jtOQs  aDd  experience  of  ministers  spread  over  nearly  all  the  Presbyteries 
b  the  Highlands,  may  suffice  to  bring  out  the  essential  matters  involved  in 
'^  inquiry,  and  may,  at  the  same  time,  suggest  to  the  Church  the  great 
lefessityof  endeavouring  to  devise  some  means,  which  will  be  an  improve- 
knt  apon  the  present  method  of  transferring  members  and  adherents,  so 
i  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evil  of  lapsing. 
The  information  elicited  in  the  returns  relates  to  the  following 
ptJita:-- 

I.  Soggestions  of  Home   Mission  Committee  Report  for  1871,   and 
results  of  action  taken  thereon. 

^  The  extent  and  causes  of  lapsing. 

Ql.  Methods  and  suggestions. 

L— SUGGESTIONS  OF  REPORT  FOR  1871. 

^  ^^^eKioiu. — The  answers  given  to  the  first  query  in  the  schedule  are 
'-^  ^e  effect,  that  fully  one-third  of  the  ministers  making  returns  say  that 
'•£«j  lutd  not  been  aware  of  these  suggestions.  This  fact  is  possibly 
^•TOted  for  by  the  following  statement  made  by  one  minister : — "  So 
^  u  I  am  aware,  the  attention  of  ministers,  at  least  in  the  Highlands,  has 
''^been  directed  in  any  special  way  to  the  Report  of  1871.''     In  many 
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oases,  boweyer,  some  of  the  matters  referred  to  in  that  Beport  bate  beei 
more  or  less  oarefollj  attended  to,  while  one-fiflh  of  the  whole  I^tb  beei 
oarryiDg  out  a.,*  or  have  been  ^ying  intimation  from  the  pulpit  to  partia 
leaving  to  apply  for  certificates  at  the  beginning  of  May  and  a/ 
Noyember. 

By  referring  to  &.  and  -e.  nnder  query  fiist^  along  with  the  eighth  ind 
ninth  queries,  it  mH  be  obsenrefl  that  they  are  intimately  connected,  u 
to  the  various  inquiries  contemplated  in  them,  and  therefore,  for  the  nki 
of  brevity,  the  returns  made  with  respect  to  these  are  grouped  togetlw. 
Communications  with  ministers  of  districts,  to  which  parties  leaving  hxn 
gone,  would  thus  appear  to  have  been  systematically  and  regcdarlj  seal 
only  in  a  few  instances.  Some  say  that  they  have  been  doing  Ihii 
occasionally;  and  about  one-half  of  the  returns  go  to  show  ^t  i 
was  frequently  dene  when  it  was  known  that  parties  were  leaving,  and  ii 
what  districts  Uiey  expected  to  settle. 

It  would  appear  that  members  generally  apply  for  (heir  oertiiieate 
when  they  leave,  and  also  give  their  address.  It  is  however  suficientl] 
evident,  on  the  face  of  the  returns,  that  many  adherents  leave  withoQ 
intimating  their  intention  of  doing  so  to  ministers  or  elders ;  and  as  li 
many  cases  they  are  said  to  migrate  so  much  from  place  to  place,  it  is  bj 
no  moans  easy  to  make  inquiry  about  them.  In  one  of  the  retoms  it  ii 
said  in  answer  to  cc: — ^'This  is  sometimes  done,  but  not  systomstioallj.  Md 
of  those  who  leave  this  place  are  young  men  who  go  in  search  of  work  t(^ 
Glasgow  or  other  centres  of  business,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  trace  thea 
out  when  they  leave  without  intimating  to  ministers  or  elders.*'  Tw 
difficulties  here  indicated,  along  with  the  wide  extent  of  torritorj  0^ 
which  the  people  are  scattered  In  many  Highland  parishes,  may  cotais' 
ably  explain  hew  that  only  one- tenth  of  the  ministers,  according  to  the 
returns,  have  been  systematically  mi&ing  inquiry  as  to  parties  lei^; 
without  ^ving  their  address,  whereas  about  one-fifth  give  it  as  ^ 
answer  that  they  have  made  no  inquiry,  while  the  restirould  seem  to  b^ 
been  doing  it  only  occasionally,  or  not  at  iflL 

That  it  is  of  very  great  importance  to  act  on  the  snggesfioBS  of  th 
Homo  Mission  fteport  for  1871,  or  to  adopt  some  adequate  8jst«a< 
transference  of  members  and  adherente,  is  abundantly  proved  bj  ^ 
answers  given  to  the  ninth  query,  which  relates  to  the  average  annu 
number  of  certificates  given  and  received.  Taking  together  town  ao 
country  congregations  marking  returns,  we  find  that  the  average  anusf 
number  of  certificates  given  by  twenty-five  congregations  in  all  is  241,  i 
an  average  of  about  9  for  each  congregation.  Eleven  of  these  congregatifv 
again,  have  received  11 S  certificates  annually,  or  an  average  of  alK^ut  10  ft 
each  congregation.  Not  a  few  state  that  they  have  given  and  received  letter 
of  introduction  in  favour  of  adherente  of  adult  age  ;  but  it  is  very  di'* 
for  many  ministers  of  large  and  populous  pari^es  in  the  Vigl 
always  to  attond  to  this  matter,  as  is  evident  from  such  answers  as 
following  : — **  The  adherente  of  adult  age  leave  without  giving  intini«t»*l 
in  that  case  I  could  not  give  certificates ;  nor  did  I  receive  any."  "I^ 
servante,  a  numerous  class  in  this  district,  and  continually  ooving^ 
going  every  six  months."  '^  Cannot  telL  A  large  number  of  (mr  J^ 
men  and  women  are  away  for  six  or  eight  months  every  year,  and  thej  0 
not  come  every  time  they  leave  for  a  new  certificate." 

*  See  Schedule  of  Queries,  Appendix  No.  II.  p.  9. 
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Ab  to  the  eighth  query,  the  last  of  those  grouped  together  as  above, 
lod  which  refers  to  letters  received  respectiug  members  or  adherents, 
22  ministers  answer  that  they  have  received  no  communication  on  the 
nbj«et  One  of  them  says  : — '*  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  had  even  one 
commimieatioD  from  any  besides  the  Member's  Certificate ;  in  the  case  of 
oi^ermtt  I  do  not  receive  either  certificate  or  notice  that  such  come  to  the 
coDgregatiim ;  when  they  come  I  have  to  search  them  out."  Another, 
bovever,  gives  this  answer : — "  Bad  no  written  communication ;  but 
lare  been  spoken  to  several  times  on  the  subject.'*  When,  however,  such 
eomDonications  have  been  received,  as  they  have  been  in  some  cases,  they 
bve  been  generally  attended  to,  and  for  most  part  with  a  good  result. 

IsaflDQch  as  d,  and  the  seventh  query  relate  to  the  duplicate  Certificate, 

tlte  uswera  given  to  both  are  here  taken  together.      From  the  returns 

ndc  we  then  learn  that  31  Sessions  do  not  use  the  Vorm  of  duplicate 

wktte  suggested  in  the  Report  of  1871.   One  minister,  however,  says : — 

'Ikbisbeen  used  only  since  November  last."    Another: — ''I  have  not 

v^Nch  a  Form,  but  I  intend  to  do  so."*  And  a  third  gives  this  answer : — 

"l^ibrm  of  disjunctive  Certificate  for  members,  and  also  for  adherents, 

^Moezed,  has  been  in  use  for  the  last  four  years."     Again,  the 

Mk  bear  out  that  34  Sessions  have  neither  received  the  Form  of 

Afbate  Certificate  given  in  the  Report  of  1871,  nor  yet  any  other  such 

«»■.  One  of  the  returns,  however,  contains  this  answer : — "  The  Session- 

M  infonns  me  that  he  has  never  received  one  ;  there  is  a  vague  tradi- 

m among  the  elders  that  one  did  come  once."     Another: — ''Only  one 

^  the  U.  P.  Church,  and  the  printed  acknowledgment  of  receipt  was 

wtoed  by  myself."    A  third : — *'  Not  many,  but  in  every  case  the  printed 

*^wledgment  of  receipt  was  returned  by  the  Session- clerl."     And  a 

■■rth :— **  A  few  duplicate  Certificates  have  been  received  by  us,  and  we 

iviBltfly  returned  the  receipt;  but  the  old  single  Certificate  is  that  which 

*■»  most  our  way.     It  should  be  abolished."     From  this  abstract  of 

^nix%  received  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  duplicate  Certificate  is  not 

bgclynsed. 

2.  BemUs  of  action  taken  on  Bep&rt  /or  1871. — In  not  a  few  of  the 
K'Bnu  the  second  and  third  queries  have  been  taken  together.  As  far, 
krefore,  as  the  results  can  be  gathered  from  the  returns  thus  made,  it 
Nid  appear  that  eight  ministers  report  them  as  good;  seven  as  less 
poonble,  and  others,  as  by  no  means  satisfactory.  The  following  answers 
m  convey  an  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  good  results : — **  I  know  that  most 
■lot  all  the  parties  who  left  this  district  have  joined  the  Free  Church 
legations  in  the  district  to  which  they  had  gone."  "  Good,  upon  the 
l^c.  The  returns  have  been  made  with  few  exceptions."  "Such  as 
■ve  left  thb  congregation,  and  have  gone  south,  are  known  to  be  attending 
wfree  Church  where  they  reside."  ''All  who  have  left  us  since  I  came 
■  the  parish,  or  within  three  years,  are  known  to  us  as  doing  well."  In 
^retam  the  minister  says : — "  Sometimes  parties  furnished  with  letters  of 
■Moction  never  presented  them.  Sometimes,  after  pvesenting  them,  I 
">*(  had  complaints  that  neither  ministers  nor  elders  visited  them."  In 
j^>^ return  this  statement  is  made : — ''I  regret  to  say  that  some  ministers, 
vvhom  I  have  directed  and  introduced  several  young  women  from  my 
legation,  paid  no  attention  to  these  women,  so  that  I  do  not  at  this 
"^tnt  know  where  they  attend,  or  if  they  attend  any  church." 

*  For  this  form  of  Disjunctive-Certificate,  see  Appendix  L 
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IL— THE  EXTENT  AND  CAUSES  OF  LAPSING. 

1.  The  extent  of  lapsing, — In  answering  the  fourth  query  21  minigtersaj 
that  there  is  no  lapsing  among  members  or  adherents  who  have  come  to  tfadr 
localities.  Such  seem  almost  inTariablj  to  attach  themseWes  to  the  «&• 
gregation,  and,  when  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  church,  they  are  said 
to  attend  regularly.  In  one  return  we  have,  however,  this  statement  :- 
'^  We  have  190  such  thing  as  lapsing  members,  but  we  may,  in  village, 
through  poverty  and  other  causes,  have  lapsing  adherents."  In  another  :- 
'<  To  no  extent  unless  (among  adherents)  fugitives  from  discipline  be 
referred  to,  who  fall  away  to  the  Established  Church.  But  even  sacl^ 
cases  are,  on  the  whole,  comparatively  rare."  In  a  third : — "  I  know  onlj 
of  one  who  has  taken  up  his  abode  in  this  district  who  has  lapsed  froni 
the  Free  Church."  And,  in  a  fourth : — "  We  have  very  few  lapsed  member?j 
a  few  who,  from  poverty  and  other  causes,  fail  to  attend  ordinances."  1 
would  appear,  however,  that  in  some  parts  of  the  Highlands,  even  iij 
country  districts,  there  is  such  lapsing  as  the  fourth  query  refers  to ;  fol 
one  minister  makes  this  statement : — "A  very  large  number  who  are  natWe! 
of  my  parish  return  after  years'  residence  in  the  Low  country,  and  withoui 
any  church  connection  whatever." 

In  towns  and  cities  lapsing  of  members  and  adherents  who  come  fron 
other  parts  does  exist  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  as  may  be  seen  fr«i 
the  following  answers  t--'^  A  very  considerable  extent.  Many  famOiei 
from  the  Highlands  fall  away  from  ordinances  altogether.  But  1  txem 
give  numbers;  we  observe  it  at  our  seat-letting  every  half-year.^'  "^H 
do  not  work  in  this  locality,  so  that  the  question  does  not  apply  t«  ^ 
congregation.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  to  a  large  extent  mei&beR 
from  other  localities  lapse,  though  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  them  i^ 
*^To  a  considerable  extent  when  the  parties  come  from  some  Higblis^ 
districts.  When  they  come  from  other  districts  in  the  Highlands,  little  ^d 
no  lapsing  has  come  under  my  observation."  ''  Our  Town  MissioDirj 
states  that  it  has  come  under  bis  notice  that  several  families  have  cone 
from  Glasgow,  who  professed  to  belong  to  an  Established  Church,  bn 
who  for  years  had  not  been  inside  a  place  of  worship."  *'  We  have  im 
and  brought  out  some  who  had  not  communicated  for  twelve  years.  Ha^ 
come  into  town  destitute,  and  were  not  able  to  get  clothing,  etc.,  at  onoCi 
and  then  lapsed  into  indifference  and  intemperance.  In  a  few  instaneq 
lapsing  has  been  due  to  immorality." 

Within  the  congregations  of  those  ministers  who  have  made  returns,  li 
would  appear  from  the  answers  given  to  the  fifth  query  that  lapsing  froa 
poverty  and  other  causes  does  exist  to  no  extent  in  some  country  district 
to  a  very  small  extent  in  others,  while  it  is  evident  from  not  a  few  of  tk 
returns  that  there  are  parishes  where  it  exists  in  a  greater  or  a  lo 
degree.  With  regard,  however,  to  towns  and  cities,  one  minister  maW 
the  following  return  : — "  We  have  not  found  many,  but  there  must  he  miff 
such  cases  in  this  city."  Another  : — "A  considerable  extent,  often  ^ 
poverty,  often  from  carelessness,  and  often  from  habits  of  dissipation  m 
formed."  A  third : — "As  a  rule,  to  a  very  small  extent  from  poverty.  *» 
very  poorest  are  about  our  most  constant  and  regular  worshipp^ 
Those  who  have  been  reclaimed  in  a  very  short  time  get  well  clad  m 
regular  in  their  habits.     Lapsing  within  congregation  has  been  verj 
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linited,  and  chiefly  due  to  intemperance."  And  a  fourth : — ''  A  few  cases 
of  thb  kind  have  occurred,  and  specially  among  poor  people  reclaimed  by 
the  Town  Mission ;  but  they  are  comparatively  rare.  Some,  but  not 
muijy  hare  also  lapsed  through  intemperance.  Members  have  often  been 
tokeo  Qoder  discipline  and  suspended  for  intemperance,  but  have  not  very 
often  actually  lapsed." 

Lapsing  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  sixth  query  hardly  exists  in  the 
coQDtrj,  and  exists  in  the  towns  and  cities  but  to  a  small  extent,  accord- 
ing to  the  returns  made.    One  town  minister  says : — ^*  There  are  occasionally 
eas€8  in  which  persons  who  have  been  admitted   to   Communion  have 
Ebown  old  certificates,  and  have  been  long  in  a  lapsed  state,  but  they  are 
comparatiTely  few."     Another  town  minister  makes  this  statement : — "  A 
mj  small  proportion  of  members  have  been  12  months,  a  few  two  years, 
ad  is  one  instance  three  years,  without  presenting  certificates.     Keasons 
usiped :  poverty  on  coming  to  town — consequent  indecision  as  to  what 
tisKhtojoin." 
1  Causes  of  Lapsing, — The  answers  to  the  tenth  query  from  country 
hajis  give    the   following    as   the   prevailing  causes  of   lapsing : — 
'^t^perance,   poverty,  religious  indifference,  immorality,  godless   com- 
p3H)Q8hip,  want  of  thrift,  and  possibly  want  of  vigilance  sometimes  on 
it  put  of  ministers,  along  with  distance  from  church  and  a  spirit  of 
inkewannness  creeping  in.    One  minister  says : — ^*  Causes  of  lapsing,  irre- 
•'•:'(' n—occasion  of  lapsing,  jwietiy  and  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
Utters  and  office-bearera"    Another  : — "  Among  farm-servants  frequent 
cksges  and  the  low  standard  of  intelligence  not  enabling  them  to  take  an 
Interest  in  ordinary  pulpit  services."     And  a  third  : — "  Going  to  and 
^^  from  different  localities  as  entire  strangers  without  written  intro- 
dietioDS.''    Again,  in  two  of  the  returns  from  the  country,  the  following 
uifivers  are  given  : — "  The  causes  of  lapsing  are  (1.)  Poverty,  (2.)  Habits 
ff  Sabbath  profanation,  such  as  visiting  friends  on  the  Lord's  day,  (3.) 
^ant  of  proper  family  arrangements.     The  course  is  generally  gradual, 
tci  often  rapid."     "  In  regard  to  those  who  leave  us  to  go  south,  especiaUy 
^i  dtiea  like  Glasgow,  where  they  are  buried  out  of  sight,  and  can  conduct 
ti:<aiKlves  as  they  list,  I  think  our  different  organisation  in  the  North 
n^otributes  not  a  little  to  it  («.e.  to  lapsing).     In  the  North  we  have  no 
^^•rtnU,  and  when  our  people  go  south  they  expect  the  same.     They 
Vj  doubt  attend  church  at  first ;  then  through  time  relax,  and  finally  give 
^  altogether." 

From  town  returns,  in  addition  to  the  causes  of  lapsing  assigned  by 
t'ootrj  ministers,  we  have  these  causes  given  : — ^'  The  prevalent  reading  of 
':&e«tionable  light  literature  published  on  the  Saturday." — ^'  Inability  to 
^e«$  like  other  church-going  people."— "  Hard  work." — "Koluctance  to 
^^  discipline." — ''  The  apparent  want  of  discipline  in  the  Established 
Starch,  where  fugitives  from  discipline  in  the  Free  Church  frequently  go." 
*^*'Want  of  training  in  Free  Church  principles,  and  of  any  suitable 
tiuQil  for  this  purpose." — "Want  of  interest  by  some  ministers  and 
'&e-bearer8  in  the  people,  and  especially  in  those  who  are  adherents." — 
'  -"^ome  of  the  means  used  to  counteract  intemperance,  which  are  not 
-led  to  attach  them  to  the  church." — And  "  the  rapid  growth  of  popula- 
'"^  in  our  large  towns,''  where  most  of  those  leaving  certain  districts  go, 
^1  are  lost  sight  of.  To  this  summary  of  the  causes  of  lapsing  given  by 
'■n  and  country  ministers,  one  of  the  answers  of  the  former   is  as 
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follows : — ^'  It  ocean  to  me  that  it  might  be  denrable,  if  it  could  be 
managed,  to  hear  some  of  the  Mapsed'  themselyes  on  that  sabject. 
Perhaps  oar  services  have  something  to  do  with  it" 


III.— METHODS  AND  SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  Methods, — About  one>third  of  the  returns  contains  no  answer  to 
the  third  query,  which  relates  to  UMthods  used  otherwise  than  tkw 
suggested  in  the  Report  for  IS-Tl.  The  letamsmade,  however,  indiciti 
that  the  matter  pointed  at  in  the  query  has  been  more  or  less  e&refiili; 
attended  to  by  not  a  few  of  the  ministers,  as  will  be  manifest  from  the 
following  answers : — ^  I  give  an  advice  to  parties  leaving  to  connect  them- 
selves with  the  church  wherever  they  go.  All  parties  leaving  the  district 
generally  call  on  me  before  leaving."  *^  Only  pastoral  visitation  in  m| 
congregation  and  calling  upon  strangers,  when  seen  in  church."  **  I  giv^ 
a  certificate  when  asked  for  to  any  member  or  adherent  leaving.''  ^^  Oa^ 
population  has  diminished  so,  within  recent  years,  that  it  is  now  i  nn 
thing  for  a  family  to  remove.  When  a  family  does  remove,  those  in  foil 
communion  always  get  a  certificate  of  membership  on  leaving,  or  Bend 
for  one  afterwards.  I  shall  do  what  I  can  for  ensuring  the  ChrisdiD 
supervision  in  the  locality  whither  they  go,,  of  such  as  leave  us.  Tbey 
are  almost  all  young  people  who  do  so."  **  I  give  certificates  to  partis 
and  they  correspond  with  me  for  sometime  thereafter."  In  one  of  At 
returns  the  minister  gives  this  interesting  information  as  to  the  metM 
followed  by  him  : — ^'  I  have  sometimes  written  to  private  Christian  tvs^  | 
on  behalf  of  young  people,  and  have  often  had  expressions  of  thankfnbes 
from  such  young  people  for  such  introductions,  in  suck  cases  I  thi&kil 
is  an  advantage  when  possible  that  the  introduction  should  be  isto  i 
Christian  family,  something  nearly  in  their  own  station  in  life."  And  iiKrtkr 
minister  says  that  he  has  for  several  years  acted  as  follows : — "  For  tvelvt 
years,  I  have  intimated  generally  in  May  and  November  to  parties  leari^ 
to  get  their  certificates,  and  special  prayer  has  usually  been  made  for  then 
at  praver-meetings,  and  Sabbath  before  leaving."  This  practice  is  m 
admirable  one,  and  is  surely  worthy  of  being  followed  in  all  the  congregi- 
tions  of  the  Church. 

2.  Suggestions, — These,  as  given  by  country  ministers,  are  varioos,  d 
which  the  following  may  be  taken  generally  as  examples : — '*  Atteodiog 
to  b,  under  query  1."  ''  Keeping  hold  of  the  young  by  having  Bible-clisBei 
and  dealing  faithfully  with  adult  adhesents  when  applying  for  baptism. 
"  In  the  case  of  Highland  congregations,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ministtf 
ought  to  speak  privately  with  such  adherents  as  he  believes  ought  tobeeomi 
members.  In- Highland  congregations  the  revevence  for  the  ordinftDce, 
that  used  to  deter  adherents  ]^om  joining,  may  give  place  to  indiffereaei 
in  regard  to  it,  which  is  much  to  be  deprecated."  '^Greater  attentiofitv 
Bible-classes,  forming  Bible-classes  at  large  faim-steadings  bj  ^ 
minister."  One  minister  makes  these  suggestions : — ''To  direct  the  a^ 
tion  of  all  our  people  to  this  important  subject,  and  to  have  the  snggesM 
in  these  Schedules  practically  carried  out.  Special  Children's  Service*  i 
Bands  of  Hope;  Sabbath-schools;  for  adults — ^household  viflitatioo^ 
kitchen  meetings,  family  worship;  a  more  intelligent  appreciatioo  « 
sealing  ordinances."      While  another   offers  the  following :—"  Fanilj 
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religion  and  parental  training,  together  with  Sabbath-school  teaching, 
tppear  to  be  the  best  means  for  keeping  the  young  in  connection  with 
tbe  Charch,  and  the  preaching  of  the  fiospel  is,  of  coarse,  the  best  way 
for  dealing  with  old  and  yenng.^ 

Tbe  soggestions  of  town  ministers  generally  embrace  some  of  the  above, 
ilong  with  others  of  the  kind  which  follows : — A  larger  place  to  be  given 
to  the  English  bingaage  than  at  present  in  some  places,  in  order  to  keep 
the  joong  in  connection  with  the  Chnrch — Young  Men's  Christian 
Afisoci&tions—ElderSjin  visiting  periodically,  to  ascertain  whether  the  young 
IK  attending  the  Sabbath-school  or  minister's  class — Young  Women's 
(^risdan  Araociadons — A  roll  of  adherents  with  certificates  of  disjunction 
-A  letter  of  introduction  te  eveiy  young  adherent  leaving  the  congrega- 
tioiK-Use  of  certificates  of  adherents — -Members  to  communicate  with 
Bolster  or  elder  come  to  reside  in  their  neighbourhood,  whether  members 
tf  tbe  Church  or  not — ^More  preaching  directly  to  the  young,  and  heads 
^bailies  to  be  eshorted  to  see  that  their  servants  attend  church. 

Om  minister  states  the  method  followed  in  his  own  congregation  for  the 

WfStof  the  young,  a  method  which  appears  singularly  well  adapted  for 

h^  them  in  coDDeotion  with  the  Church.    It  is  weU  worthy  of  a  plaoe 

a  tb  Report,  and  is  in  these  terms ! — ^  The  ordinary  difficulty  of  High- 

hfieongregations  doesnot  exist  with  ns — ^we  hawe  a  regular  service  for 

^joang  every  Sabbath  forenoon,  conducted  every  second  Sabbath  by 

h  ninister,  and  the  other  Sabbath  by  a  -student.      Monthly  sermons  in 

<kireb  to  the  young  and  their  parents  on  second  Sabbath  of  every  month, 

&bbath-8chool,  Bible-class,  senior  boys'  and  girls'  classes,  and  Band  of 

Hope."   To  the  foregoing  suggestions  taken  from  the  returns,   it  only 

mains  to  add  the  following,  as  showing  the  importance  attached  to  the 

nbject:^"The  Kirk- Session  are  glad  that  their  attention  has  been 

J^j  called  to  this  important  subject.       They  are  of  opinion  that  a 

lonn  of  Intimation  should  be  prepared,  which  ministers  granting  certificates 

■igbt  send  direct  to  the  minister  of  the  congregation  to  wliich  the  party  is 

fNsg,  or  at  all  events  to  some  minister  in  the  neighbourhood."   ' 

W  Subcommittee  beg  to  submit  this  report,  which  is  necessarily 
tt  imperfect  abstract  of  the  answers  given  to  the  queries  in  the  schedule 
ined,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  their  profound  conviction  of  the 
^^Tc  importance  of  the  whole  subject,  and  o€  the  necessity  of  having  the 
wch's  attention  practically  directed  to  it  more  fully  than  heretofore, 
wy  woold  alsO'CflJl  special  attention  to  the  following  suggestions  made 
■  the  returns  as  being  in  their  opinion  among  the  best  fitted  to  prevent 
li^bg: — 1.  To  use  a  form  of  l^uplicate  Certificate  for  members  and  also 
k  adherenta  2.  To  direct  the  attention  of  all  our  people  te  the  subject, 
^  to  have  the  suggestions  in  report  for  1871  practically  carried  out. 
I  To  have  a  7orm  of  Intimation  prepared,  to  be  sent  direct  to  the  minister 
tf  the  congregation  te  which  the  party  leaving  is  going,  er  at  &11  events  to 
^t  minister  in  the  neighboorhood.  4.  As  far  as  possible  to  have  special 
pjer  made  for  parties  leaving,  at  prayer-meeting  and  on  Sabbath  before 
■>*ins,  particularly  in  May  and  November, 

ALEX,  MACKINTOSH, 

Convener. 
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No.  I. 


Copy  of  the  Form  of  Dtsjanctive-Ceiiificate  for  Members,  m  well  as  for  H 
herents,  referred  to  at  page  3. 


18     . 
This  certifies  that  ,  a  Member  in  full  Commuiiioii  vitl 

this  Church,  left  the  Congregation  of  ,  on 

\N,B, — ^This  Certificate  should  be  presented,  without  delay,  to  the  Minister  ort 
an  elder  of  the  Congregation  with  which  the  Bearer  intends  to  osib 
The  Session  receiving  it  is  respectfolly  asked  to  fill  up  the  anoei« 
Form,  and  return  it  to  the  Minister  or  Session-Clerk  who  signs  abon 


18     . 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  ,  who  waa  certified  from  j^ 

Congregation  on  ,  has  been  received  on  .  is 

full  communion  with  the  Congregation  of  • 


^xtt  (Ehttrck  tst  §€0tlanb. 

18     . 

Dear  Sir, — I  hereby  apprize  you  that  ,  a  Meol 

by  Baptism   (but  not  a  Communicant)    of    this   Church,   has    removed  H 

to  ,  with  a  CertiMi 

dated  ;  and  is  commended  to  your  Christian  interest  and  ci 

,  MinuttT. 

18     . 

This  certifies  that  ,  leaves  the  Congregiti<^>j 

,  a  Member  of  this  Church  by  Baptism  {M 
yet  a  Communicant) ;  and  is  commended  to  the  early  and  affectionate  care  of  i 
Kirk-Session  to  whom  thia  Certificate  is  delivered. 

,  Minister. 
,  SesaionCUA 

[N.B. — This  Certificate  should  be  presented,  without  delay,  to  the  Minister  oi 
an  Elder  of  the  Congregation  with  which  the  Bearer  intends  to  uo 
The  Session  receiving  it  is  respectfully  asked  to  fill  up  the  aose 

Form,  and  return  it  to  the  Minister  or  Sesaion-Clerk  who  signs  abo| 

- — j 

18      . 
This  certifies  that  ,  from  your  Oongregation, 

given  in  Certificate  aa  a  Member  by  Baptism  [hut  not  a  Comnutmt^ 

dated  ,  and  has  connected  self  with 

Congregation  of 
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No.  II. 

Jrcc  €hurrh  of  §c0tlanb. 


UPSING  OF  MEMBERS  AND  ADHERENTS, 
SCHEDULE  OF  QUERIES. 

^rk  at _     . Preabytery  of 


I  Stre  yoa  acted  on  the  saggeations  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee's 
v/n  for  1871,  especially  the  following  : 

I  Intimation  from  pnlpit  to  parties  leaving  to  apply  for  Certificates  at 
beginning  of  May  and  of  November  ? 

\  Commanications  with  Ministers  of  districts  to  which  parties  leaving 
(whether  members  or  adherents)  have  gone,  giving  addresses,  etc.  ? 

^  Making  inquiry  as  to  parties  leaving  without  Certificate  and  giving  no 
addras? 

d.  Use  of  Form  of  duplicate  Certificate  ? 

[For  the  above  particulars  see  accompanying  letter.] 

2  Whit  results  have  followed  your  action  ? 

I  Hare  you  adopted  any  other  methods  for  the  same  end  ?  If  so,  explain 
^,  and  state  reaolta. 

i  To  what  extent  has  lapsing  among  Members  and  Adherents  who  have 
».>  to  yoar  locality  from  other  parts  come  under  your  observation  in  connec*.- 
M  with  yonr  Congregation  or  Congregational  Mission?  Town  Ministers 
f^oested  to  distinguish  cases  of  parties  coming  from  the  country  and  of  parties 
iittmg  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  another. 

ys. — Copiea  of  this  Schedule  have  been  sent  to  Miaaionaries  and  to  Probationers 
in  charge  of  Statione,    Minietera  are  requested  to  conauU  toUh  auch  partiea. 

•X  To  what  extent  have  you  found  lapsing  occur  within  your  own  Congrega- 
jm  from  poverty  or  other  canses  ? 

6.  To  what  extent  have  you  found  persons  lapsed  from  Membership,  who  have 
l^e  from  other  districts,  in  possession  of  Certificates  of  old  date  ? 

T.  Have  you  received  many  duplicate  Certificates,  and  has  the  printed 
ikaowledgment  of  receipt  been  regularly  returned  by  yourself,  or  the  Session- 

Wk? 

^'  To  what  extent  have  you  been  communicated  with  by  brethren  respecting 
t^ben  or  Adherents,  and  what  result  has  followed  in  such  cases  ? 

'^.  What  is  the  average  annual  number  of  Certificates  given  and  received  by 
^  ?  or  of  Adherents  of  adult  age  leaving  your  Congregation  and  coming  to  it  ? 

10.  Can  you  throw  any  light  on  the  causes  and  course  of  Lapsing? 

11.  What  suggestions  occur  to  you  on  the  whole  subject,  or  any  part  thereof? 
^ourks  specially  invited  on  the  keeping  of  the  young  in  connection  with  the 
toreh,  and,  in  the  case  of  Highland  Congregations,  as  to  the  best  method  of 
^Qg  with  adult  adherents. 

4-A  B 


No.  V. 


ixtt  €\inxt\i  af  Sc'fltlantr. 


REPORT 


OP 


COLLEGE    COMMITTEE. 


MAY   1880. 


Iv  regaid  to  the  Ckneral  College  Fand,  the  Treasurer's  Statement  is 
«s  foUowa  :— 

COLLE&E  GENERAL  FUKD. 

I»»iDe  for  the  year  1879-80 — 

Colkctiona, £2,097  16  7 

DoxuOaon^ *      .  24  19  2 

Legacies 52    7  3 

£2,175    8    0 

Psymeoti — 

BftUnoedue,  1879,     ....       £54415    8 

For  Con^e,  etc.,        ....       2,820    6    7 

3,365    2    3 

Debt  at  31st  March  1880,    .  £1,189  19    3 

'Hie  bequest  of  the  late  Lady  Hannah  Tharp,  referred  to  in  last  Beport, 
'^  iaTov  of  the  New  College,  having  been  snstanned  by  the  Courts  of 
^^)  will  soon  be  available. 

^  office  of  Lecturer  on  Natural  Science  at  Aberdeen  has  been  filled 
^'^g  the  past  Session  by  Professor  M'Kendrick,  of  Glasgow,  with 

5 


2  REPORT  OF  COLLEGE  COMMrTTEB.  V. 

greatest  efficiency  and  acceptance,  sncb  as  might  be  expected  from  bis 
previous  reputation  and  high  standing. 

The  Committee  haying  to  provide  for  the  teaching  of  the  Hebrew  clis 
at  Aberdeen,  in  absence  of  Professor  Smith,  appointed  for  that  purpoie 
the  Bev.  Neil  D.  Maclachlan,  a  distinguished  Student  of  the  Glasgof 
College,  who  has  taught  the  class  with  much  success,  and  to  the  entiie 
satisfaction  of  the  Senatus. 

The  doties  attaching  to  the  Chair  of  Evangelistic  Theology  have  been 
discharged  by  the  Bev.  W.  Fleming  Stevenson  and  the  Bev.  Dr.  Mamj 
Mitchell  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Thomas  Smith 
at  Aberdeen. 

An  Overture  has  been  remitted  by  last  Assembly  for  the  considention 
of  the  Committee,  *'  Anent  Supervision  of  Students  throngbont  th»r 
Theological  Curriculum."  The  Committee  recognise  the  importance  of 
such  supervision  on  the  part  of  Presbyteries.  But  as  to  specific 
legislation,  by  which  the  transference  of  students  may  be  regulated,  they 
are  not  prepared  to  make  any  suggestion. 

The  number  of  Students  at  the  three  Colleges,  during  the  past  SesDOc, 
has  been  as  follows : — 


Ordinary, 
Others,     . 

Total,    .        .       112  91  30 


NnrCidlcga. 

Atadao. 

79 

82 

25 

83 

9 
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APPENDIX  TO  BEPORT  OP  COLLBQE  COMMITTEE. 


EDINBURGH, 


LIST  OP  Thboumicil  STDSBHra  (not  Ordiaaiy),  or  Students  not  fully 
eDTolled,  who  attended  the  New  College,  Session  1879-80. 


1 

'!Cii  1 

v^ 

No. 

n™. 

i 

SCOTUMD. 

BOBBHII. 

1  1 

Cb.Ed.T«lor. 
W.  H.  Telford. 

SS 

QaBtaT  DSrfl. 

1  ! 

34 

Francii  Barauky. 

Alei.  Oawald. 

W.  H.  DariMD. 

A.  D.  Andereon. 

BiTDtini. 

!^ 

W.  LinkUter. 

i 

i.l«.i.,. 

35 

Mardiroa  Altonnian. 

'  * 

W.  D.  HXann. 

HmroiBT. 

1 

Ibbubd. 

36 

1 

37 

J.  SialBj. 

"1 

C.  E.  Hanter. 
W.  H.  CmpWL 

"l 

J.  B.  Batklf. 

Frabok. 

1 

36 

H.  Saatter. 

1 

CiM^lH. 

n ! 

Ft«d.  W.  Aicbibdd. 
L.  H.  Jordan. 

Itilt. 

'5 1 

B.  W.  Kenood/. 

39 

C<>ari  Bomanazai. 

i 
1 

80 

Arthur  MuBtone. 

1 

C  JPB  OF  Good  Hops. 

1! 

Duid  J.  I^enaar. 

SwrnsBUNii. 

n 

Jt  NMthliDg. 

31 

aVanOrdi. 

TJrawi  SriTi* 

83 

M.  BUeg. 

U| 

H.  W.  Bro-UB. 

III 

J.  C.  HoUidar. 

Abhbhu. 

K 

D.  G.  Porter. 

ti 

J.  A.  ScbrsdBT. 

8S 

H.  Btopbaniaii. 

a 

T.  V.  Moore. 

84 
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h 


O 
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1 

Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 

Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 

Greek  Exercise. 
Chreek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 
Greek  Exercise. 

1 

Lanark,   • 
Argyle,    . 
Wigtown, 
Perth,      . 
Aberdeen, 
Ayr, 

Lanark,    . 
Lanark,    . 
York,       . 
Argyle,    . 
Inverness, 
Ross, 

Lanark,    . 
Lanark,    . 
Ross, 
Bate, 

Lanark,    . 
Banff, 

d 

f 

^  )t  ^  ^  i  ^  ^  f  i'  i  f  i  ^  f  i^  i^  i^  i^ 

oooovoo'opvoooooppp 

t 

• 
coo3hw3c305oo3we-i5oo 

1 

Adam,  Thos.,       •       • 
Campbell,  Dngald,       • 
Clark,  Peter  A.  G.,      . 
Drummond,  John,        . 
Duncan,  James  P.,  M.A.,    . 
Harvey,  Daniel,  . 
Henderson,  Alex.  C,  M.A., ,. 
Isdale,  Alex.,  M.A.,     . 
Jubb,  Thos.  E.,  M.A., 
Macqueen,  Thos.  B.,    . 
Mackenzie,  Angus  C, . 
Mackenzie,  Ewen, 
M'Laren,  James  W.,  M. A.,  . 
Miller,  Hugh,  M.A.,    . 
Stewart,  James  8., 
Walker,  Alex.,  M.A.,  . 
Wardrop,  Robert, 
Webster,  James, . 

<5 
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V. 


GLASGOW, 

Students  (not  Ordinary,  or  not  folly  enrolled)  who  attended  tbe 

Glasgow  College,  Session  1879-80. 


Na 

Name. 

No. 

Name. 

1 

Barry,  John  C,  M.A. 

6 

McMillan,  William. 

r 

3 

Cameron,  Charles. 

7 

Mackie,  James. 

8 

Fergason,  Donald. 

8 

M'FhaH,  John. 

4 

Forsyth,  David. 

9 

Murray,  Alex.  B. 

6 

Maclanchlan,  Lauchlan. 
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No.  VI 


iitt  €\(nxt)^  at  Sf0tIanUr, 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  COLONIAL  COMMITTEE. 


MAY    188e. 


APPOINTMENTS,  1879-80. 


Klnisten,  etc 


!•  He?.  John  Bochanan,  Minister, 
*  lt«7.  0€0.  B,  Inglifl,  Probationer, 
3.  Mr.JohnMadeodyStadentEyangeliftt, 
^  fi«r.  Robert  Angna,  Miniater,   • 

^'  Mr.Sazn.Doagla8,StadentEvangeliBt, 

6  Mr.  J.  Macdonald,  Student  EvangeliBt, 
'  Rev.  T.  W.  M*Gregor,  Minister, 
^  R«r.  James  Paten,  Minister, 
9-  R«T.  Jas.  T.  Robotson,  Probationer, 
0.  Rer.  William  Dymock,  Minister,       . 

It-  Rev.  J.  Russell,  Minister,  . 

g.  Rev.  Jolin  M.  Allan,  Minister,  . 

^  Rev.  George  Hay,  Minister, 

»■  Mr.  J.  Dawson,  Student  Evangelist,  . 

15.  Rev.  D.  D.  M^Isaac,  Minister,    . 

jj-  Rev.  James  T.  Main,  Probationer,     . 

1<-  Mr.    Robinson    Johnston,    Student 

Evangelist, 

5.  Rev.  Thomas  Gray,  Probationer, 

J  W.  Pvev.  Mnrdo  Mackenzie,  Probationer, 

i«  Rev.  John  Wood,  Probationer,  . 

•I  Rev.  John  C.  Macdonald,  Probationer, 

■2.  Mr.  D.  Fulton,  Student  Evangelist,   . 

'^  ^r.  Alex.   G.    MacGonnon,  Student 

Evmgelist, 

.'^  Rev.  W.  W.  Graig,  Probationer, 
^  Rev.  Jas.  H.  Mackenzie,  Probationer, 


6 


Date  of 
▲ppointme&l 


June    1879, 


>9 


II 


July 


n 


»> 


Sept 
tt 

9> 
99 
ff 

Oct. 

t» 

II 

Nov. 
Dec. 


>> 

t9 

II 

II 
If 
M 
f» 
M 
It 
II 
91 
II 
II 
f* 

II 

l> 
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It  may  be  supposed  by  some  that  the  yery  success  wUcli  has  attendei 
the  Committee's  endeavours  to  plant  and  foster  Colonial  Churches  hi 
greatly  contracted  the  sphere  of  its  operations,  and  may  ultimately  soi 
sede  the  necessity  for  its  existence.  This  supposition,  however,  though 
nnnatural,  is  quite  erroneous.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  not  a  f( 
isolated  Stations  where  it  is  for  many  reasons  most  important  that  an  e 
gelical  Presbyterian  pastor  should  be  appointed  to  minister  to  our  fell 
countrymen,  but  where  such  an  appointment  could  not  be  made  with 
substantial  aid  from  the  Home  Churches.  To  this  class  belong  such  plioi 
as  Malta,  Gibraltar,  Odessa,  Madeira,  Trinidad,  Belize ;  and  we  na 
add  to  them  certain  congregations  in  those  Colonies  where  Presbj 
terianism  is  weak,  which  need  to  be  subsidised  by  the  Colonial  Committei 
at  least  in  the  earlier  stages  of  their  existence. 

Then,  even  in  the  greater  Colonies,  such  as  Australia  and  New  % 
there  is  still  an  urgent  and  incessant  demand  for  more  labourers.  Whi 
doing  all  they  can  to  rear  a  ministry  among  themselves,  they  are 
largely  dependent  upon  the  mother  Churches  for  the  supply  of  th 
vacant  charges  and  Mission  Stations  in  outlying  regions;  and,  astbei 
pecuniary  resources  are  often  barely  adequate  to  the  strain  pot  npo 
them  by  the  requirements  of  their  own  Home  Mission  work,  this  Gommittr 
has,  in  many  instances,  not  only  to  provide  them  with  men,  but  to  bei 
the  expense  of  sending  them  to  the  scene  of  their  labours. 

The  case  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada  is  so  peculiar  uH 
demand  a  separate  mention.  That  Church  has  no  fewer  than  five  V'lrsi! 
Halls,  so  that,  while  welcoming  suitable  labourers  from  this  sidette 
Atlantic,  she  has  not,  for  some  years  back,  very  urgently  required  ^ 
But  her  Home  Mission  field  in  the  West,  and  especially  in  Maoitobii,  t 
really  immense.  That  vast  territory,  recently  opened  up,  is  &t 
moment  attracting  the  eyes  of  many  a  Scottish  farmer,  and  bids  fair  t4) 
at  no  distant  date,  the  home  of  enterprising  and  intelUgent  Preshjte 
If  these  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  lapse  into  practical  heathenism, 
Church  must  lose  no  time  in  following  them  with  a  gospel  ministry  and 
means  of  grace.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  our  brethren  in  Canada  u 
addressing  themselves  to  this  task  with  characteristic  energy  andmoe 
success.  But  the  work  is  too  vast  for  them  to  overtake  unaided 
alone.  It  is,  therefore,  our  clear  duty,  as  it  has  been  our  high  prinle|e, 
aid  in  providing  the  necessary  means  for  carrying  on  this  great  Ho 
Mission  work  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  fellow-countrymen,  b;  v' 
this  wide  and  fertile  region  is  being  rapidly  colonised. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  time  is  very  far  indeed  from  ham 
come,  when  the  business  of  this  Committee  can  be  wound  up,  and  tl 
Colonies  left  to  provide  for  their  own  spiritual  necessities.  Ce 
there  is  no  appearance  of  our  work  being  near  an  end,  whether  we 
at  the  amount  of  money  we  have  expended,  or  the  number  of  ap 
ments  made  during  the  past  year.  We  began  that  year  with  a  balance 
our  credit  of  £1663.  Our  income  firom  all  sources  has  been  £457lj 
our  Expenditure  £5562.  Thus  we  have  been  obliged  to  reduce 
balance  in  our  favour  to  the  sum  of  £675* 

We  do  not  regret  this,  as  it  is  no  part  of  our  duty  to  accumulate  monfj 
but  rather  to  expend,  within  the  year,  the  funds  placed  at  our  dlspcm 
Still  it  must  be  remembered  that,  between  the  end  of  March,  when  m 
account  is  closed,  and  the  end  of  June,  when  our  annual  coUeetioo  li 
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mide,  a  quarter  of  a  year  intervenes,  during  which  payments  must  be 
nude,  80  that  to  close  the  financial  year  without  any  funds  in  hand  would 
be  practically  to  be  •  in  debt  We  look  forward  with  some  anxiety  to  our 
sext  collection.  For  several  years  back  our  balance  has  been  rapidly  dim* 
uisliin^  so  that,  unless  our  income  be  increased,  we  shall  have  to  face  the 
paiDfiil  necessity  of  cutting  down  some  of  our  grants  in  aid  of  the  Home 
MissioD  work  of  the  Colonial  Churches. 

The  appointments  during  the  past  year  have  been  exceptionally  numer- 

ou8y  tkoagh  we  have  not  taken  any  special  means,  as  on  some  former 

oce^OQs,  to  bring  the  claims  of  the  Colonies  under  the  notice  of  ministers, 

prubatiooers,  and  divinity  students.     The  number  amounts  to  25  in  all, 

prettj  fairly  distributed  over  the  different  parts  of  the  field,  6  having  been 

irQt  to  New  Zealand,  6  to  New  South  Wales,  4  to- Victoria,  2  to  Canada, 

1  to  Sooth  Australia^  and  1  to  South  Africa,  besides  other  appointments 

,  «l  t  more  temporary  nature.    And  to  these  may  be  added  the  designation 

•  ^immister  to  Chalmers'  Church,  Melbourne,  made  not  by  the  Committee 

L  ttM,  but  by  a  small  Commission,  of  which  their  Cbnvener  was  one.     It 

H  liliopeful  symptom — ^an  indication  that  the  Colonies  are  beginning  to 

'  kh  their  rightful  place  in  the  minds  of  men — that  not  a  few  ordained 

ibters  have^  during  the  past  year,  offered  themselves  for  this  field  of 

MOOT. 

It  has  been  particularly  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  send  so 
Biny  as  six  ministers  and  probationers  to  New  South  Wales.  For  several 
jUKf  though  importuned  for  help,  we  were  not  able  to  send  them  a  single 
>UL  We  trust  the  connection  in  the  way  of  giving  and  receiving  thus 
Mni&edmaybe  steadily  kept  up.  There  are  many  favourable  openings  for 
Anrch  Extension  in  New  South  Wales,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ross, 
^  of  Brixton,  to  organise  a  Sustentation  Fund  shows  that  the  Church  in 
iit  Colony  IB  resolved  to  secure  an  adequate  maintenance  for  all  her 
4nlamed  minbters.  It  is  also  very  satisfactwy  to  the  Committee,  that,  by 
k  appointment  of  a  minister  of  proved  ability  and  zeal,  the  vacancy  in 
k  rising  town  of  East  London,  South  Africa,  has  at  length  been  filled. 
The  Committee  regret  to  have  to  report,  that  they  have  been  obliged  to 
'^^draw  from  the  island  of  Cyprus,  The-  step  whioh  Mr.  Wisely  took  on 
oim  responsibility,  when  he  sent  on  Mr.  Maophail,.  his  assistant,  from 
ita  to  Cyprus  along  with  the  Scotch  Kegiments.  was  worthy  of  all  praise, 
a  time  Mr.  Macphail  ministered  to  one  o£  those  regiments  to  the 
Eaction  of  all  coneemed.  Ultimately,  however,  for  various  reasons,  both 
ments  were  withdrawn,  and,  there  being  no  adequate  field  for  his 
^on,  Mr.  Macphail  had  to  leave  Cyprus,  the  Committee,  at  the  same 
,  intimating  to  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment,  by  whom  he  had  been  recog- 
'  as  their  agent,  that  they  were  prepared  to  make  another  appointment 
tt  uy  fdture  time  the  number  of  Presbyterians  on  the  island  should  seem 
^m  to  require  it. 

^  ifl  with  deep  regret  that  the  Committee  have  to  report  the  abandon- 

^  under  very  melancholy  circumstances,  of  another  isolated  Station 

^  they  attempted  to  reoccupy  after  it  had  been  vacant  for  a  number  of 

f^vs.    The  congregation  at  St  John's  in  the  island  of  Antigua,  when  their 

died  about  fifteen  years  ago,  made  no  application  to  the  Committee  for 

^ooeBsor,     The  manse  was  let,  and  the  church,  standing  long  empty,  fell 

^  a  state  of  dilapidation.    The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  called  to  the 

I^^^BDstaiioes  about  two  years  ago  by  a  communication  from  Government, 
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informing  as  that,  if  we  would  re-oocupj  the  ehnreh,  they  would  give  us  i 
proper  title  to  it,  but  that,  if  not,  they  wonld  apply.it  to  some  Becalai 
purpose.  The  Committee  lost  no  time  in  corresponding,  through  Mr.  Thor 
bum  of  Bermuda,  with  parties  on  the  spot,  and  being  encouraged  to  attemp 
the  resuscitation  of  the  congregation,  they  succeeded  in  inducing  the  Ber. 
John  Allan  of  G-irran  to  go  out  and  undertake  the  task  of  gathering  Bf 
the  scattered  Presbyterians  in  the  place,  and  organising  them  into  a  Cbnr<i 
again.  Into  this  woric  he  threw  himself  with  great  energy  and  a  consider 
able  measure  of  success,  at  the  -same  time  gaining  the  confidence  and  affee 
tion  of  the  ministers  of  other  denominations  in  St.  John's.  In  the  midst  o 
his  labours,  however,  this  youRg  and  promising  minister  was  suddenly  eat  ol 
by  fever,  to  the  great  regret  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  Committee  hav* 
resolved  not  to  appoint  a  successor,  as  the  number  of  Presbyterians  preparer 
to  rally  round  a  minister  and  form  themselves  into  a  congregation  turu 
out  to  be  smaller  than  they  had  been  led  to  believe. 

During  the  past  year  an  effort  has  been  made  by  this  Committee^  in  oon 
cert  with  the  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Established  Church,  to  originate  i 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Western  Australia,  where  our  form  of  wor^ip  am 
government  has  hitherto  been  entirely  unrepresented.  The  Rey.  D 
Shearer,  late  of  Gateshead,  sailed  for  Perth,  the  chief  town  of  that  Golon^ 
in  the  month  of  June.  Since  his  arrival  he  has  laboured  hard,  and  b^ 
succeeded  in  gathering  round  him  a  considerable  number  of  attenti^ 
hearers.  The  great  difficulty  he  has  to  contend  with  is  the  want  of  I 
proper  place  of  worship.  Until  that  has  been  erected  in  a  suitable  localiffi 
he  fears  that  few  will  commit  themselves  to  what  has  the  aspect  of  ajire- 
carious  cause.  But  where  to  obtain  the  means  to  procure  a  centraUt« 
and  to  build  a  church  is  a  difficult  question. 

The  Committee,  being  led  to  believe  that  the  visit  of  a  Deputy  to  tlu 
ensuing  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  a 
Canada  would  be  cordially  welcomed,  and  having  learned  that  ProfesM 
Bruce  intended  visiting  Canada  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  requested  hi| 
to  endeavour  to  make  his  visit  early  enough  to  enable  him  to  represent  oil 
Church  at  that  Assembly.  They  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  ti 
learned  Professor  complied  with  their  request,  and  wiU  appear  as  aDepai 
from  the  Free  Church  at  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  supreme  com 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada. 

The  meeting  of  the  second  General  Presbyterian  Council,  to  bebel 
this  autumn  in  Philadelphia,  is  an  event  in  which  the  Colonial  Committ« 
cannot  but  feel  a  peculiar  interest.  A  large  number  of  the  Churches  wit 
which  they  are  in  constant  correspondence  will  be  represented  in  tbi 
Council;  and  one  incidental  advantage  which  we  derive  from  tbi 
gathering  of  Presbyterians  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  this,  that  some  i 
the  delegates  to  the  Council  have  also  been  deputed  by  their 'Churches  i 
appear  at  the  supreme  courts  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Seotlaoi 
We  have  thus  the  prospect  of  having  the  Colonies  well  represented,  ao 
their  claims  powerfully  pleaded  at  our  next  meeting  of  Assembly.  Am 
those  who  are  known  to  be  on  their  way,  if  indeed  they  have  not  aire 
reached  our  shores,  are  the  Rev.  James  Nish,  with  Messrs.  Baillie  anj 
Ormond,  Elders,  Deputies  from  the  Church  of  Victoria,  Principal  Kinrrt 
from  the  Church  of  New  South  Wales,  and  Mr.  Dmff,  late  of  Erandal 
Tasmania,  from  the  Church  of  Tasmania. 

The  Committee  now  proceed,  as  usual,  to  give  some  detaQed  informfti"i 
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IS  to  their  varions  Stations,  and  the  work  of  the  Colonial  Churches,  with 
vhich  they  are  in  close  correspondence,  referring  to  the  Monthly  Record 
for  the  fuller  and  more  consecutive  intelligence. 

I.— EURaPE.. 

GiBSALTiE. — Throughout  the  entire  year  the  number  of  Presbyterian^ 
fT'Idieis  on  the  Rock  has  been  unusually  large.  The  energies  of  Mr.. 
CoTCDtry  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  Ross,  hay«  been  accordingly  taxed  to  the 
QtoKtst.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  the  health  of  Mr.  Coventry  was 
iodiferen^  and  a  period  of  rest  was  found  necessary.  The  Committee 
sppdoted  as  his  substitute,  Mr.  M 'Isaac,  of  Kirkmichael.  His  services 
Q^t  the  entire  approval  of  the  military  authorities,  and  were  very 
iee«ptable  to  the  civilian  portion  of  the  congregation.  Mr..  M 'Isaac  has 
bnroe  testimony,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  the  important  position  we 
KCQpj  on  the  Rock,  affording  as  it  does  opportunities  of  Christian^ 
%efiilDess  of  no  ordinary  kind..  Four  services  have  been  maintained  on 
:  fte  Sabbath,  and  three  in  the  middle  of  the  week.  There  are  three- 
Mkh-schools,  with  an  attendance  of  135  children.  There  is  also  a 
^^  service  in  the  Hospital  There  are  moreover  mission  services  for 
t^ Spaniards,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Coventry.. 

Malta. — There  is  nothing  of  a  very  special  kind"  to  record  regarding 
ii  station.  Mr.  Wisely  has  done  his  work  as  effectively  and  unweariedly 
never.  He  was  absent  from  his  post  only  for  a  very  brief  period  of  rest. 
Is  importance  it  is  certainly  not  behind  Gibraltar.  The  services  of  an 
ttiistant  are  statedly  required.  Mr.  Stevens  Miller,  late  of  Australia, 
Hr.  Djmock,  of  New  Aberdour,  and  Mr.  Wood,  probationer,  have 
SBcceseiTely  acted  in  this  capacity.  From  the  various  Sabbath  services, 
ti^  Hospital  ministrations,  and  other  departments  of  work,  which  claim 
ittentioD,  there  is  no  lack  of  full  occupation  for  two  men.  Reference 
vast  be  made  here  to  the  valuable  assistance  which  Mr.  Wisely  has,  in 
haoj  emergencies,  received  from  Mr.  Hugh  Gavin,  who  was  appointed  by 
lie  Committee  twenty  years  ago  as  schoolmaster.  That  assistance  has 
Wn  given  ungrudgingly.  The  Committee  have  had  satisfaction  in 
:ittkiQg  a  grant  to  Mr.  Gavin  in  acknowledgment  of  his  services*  This, 
^TCTer,  very  imperfectly  expresses  their  sense  of  obligation  to  him. 

I  Maoxiba. — ^The  Committee  were  fortunate  in  again  securing  the  services 
'tf  Mr.  Bachanan,  late  of  Lovedale.  His  health  has  been  far  from  good, 
kt  notwithstanding  he  has  been  able  almost  uninterxuptedly  to  do  the 
v^k  of  the  station,  and  with  as  much  acceptance  as  last  season.  The 
kaotber  of  Scotch,  who  have  gone  there  as  invalids,  has  been  slightly 
W^r  this  year.  The  Committee  intimated,  in  their  last  Report,  that 
tiiej  were  desirous  of  finding  a  minister  who  would  take  charge  of  both 
^  British  and  Native  congregations.  Mr.  Allan,  late  of  Canada,  and 
Viio  had  officiated  for  some  time  at  North  Queensferry,  was  found  willing 
Ib  undertake  this  double  charge.  With  a  previous  knowledge  of  Spanish, 
khu  found  it  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  acquire  Portuguese.  He 
Know  in  Portugal  with  a  view  to  master  thoroughly  the  tongue,  and  will 
^Aet  on  his  duties  next  season.  The  Committee  feel  persuaded  that 
^yhave  got  in  Mr.  Allan  an  able  and  devoted  agent.     During  this 
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BeasoD,  Senhor  Vieiro,  the  esteemed  Bible  agent,  whose  death  Mi 
BachaDan  recently  reported,  and  Mr.  Wright,  who  came  from  Lisbon  wit 
Mr.  Stewart's  strong  recommendation,  took  charge  of  the  native  congrega 
tion.  Mr.  Wright  will  continue  at  his  post  till  Mr.  Allan  arriTes.  Hi 
ministrations  have  been  greatly  valued. 

Odessa. — Mr.  Clark  has  completed  fifteen  years'  service  at  this  statia 
His  hold  of  the  British  community  was  recently  proved  in  a  way  wbk 
must  have  been  most  gratifying  to  him,  as  it  certainly  was  to  tl 
Committee.  The  Bishop  of  Gibraltar,  in  whose  diecese  Odessa,  it  seem 
happens  to  be,  had  visited  the  city  to  test  the  feelings  of  the  Bpiscepaliu 
as  to  the  settlement  amongst  them  of  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  EnghiD* 
The  response  given  by  the  great  majority  of  them  was,  that  they  wei 
cordially  attached  to  the  niinistry  of  Mr.  Clark.  It  is  not  yet  knov 
whether  he  is  to  be  left  alone,  as  heretofore,  in  tho  spiritual  oversight  < 
the  very  limited  British  population.  But  whatever  happens,  it  seen 
certain  that  his  position  of  usefulness  will  not  be  seriously  affected. 

The  services  are  kept  up  during  the  year,  eKcepUng  in  July  u 
August.  During  these  months,  Mr.  Clark  has  been  in  the  way  of  mtiD 
British  families  scattered  over  Southern  Russia.  Last  season's  mipsioQar 
tour  brought  him  in  contact  with  many  such  families  at  Kertck  an 
Hughesofka,  who  cordially  valued  the  too  brief  enjoyment  of  the  meaij 
of  grace  thus  provided  for  them.  The  Seamen's  Home  at  Odessa,  open^ 
in  the  spring  of  last  year,  and  the  fortnightly  Sabbath  evening  serrke 
held  there,  have  proved  a  great  blessing.  The  amount  refunded  to  M 
Committee  from  the  congregation  was  £75.  A  good  deal  of  quiet  muioi 
work  is  done  among  the  various  nationalities  there,  Jews,  Genstfii 
Italians,  etc. 

Constantinople  and  Athens. — The  Committee,  acting  along  with  w 
Continental  and  Jewish  Committees,  have  guaranteed  the  sum  of  J^^ 
per  annum  for  three  years  towards  the  salary  of  a  minister  -to  the  Coio 
Congregation  at  Pera,  Constantinople.  And  they  have  shared,  witk  th 
Continental  Committee,  :a  grant  of  £50  towards  providing  ordioaDces  ii 
British  families  at  Athens,  and  the  Piraeus.  The  Her.  T.  R.  Sanipso( 
Missionary  in  Athens  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Chnrch  (Southern 
conducts  services  regularly. 

n.— AFRICA. 

Gaps  Town. — ^Mr.  Russell,  Cape  Town,  reports  that  large  numben  i 
artisans  from  the  West  of  Scotland  have  recently  settled  in  South  AM 
many  of  them  in  Cape  Town.  They  have  helped  to  increase  oonsidenhlj 
his  church  attendance,  to  recruit  his  staff  of  Sabbath-school  teachers,  » 
to  swell  his  prayer-meeting.  Not  a  few  of  the  new-comers  are,  he  saj^ 
earnest  Christian  raea  The  91st  Highlanders,  a  recent  arrival  also,  vol 
attending  his  church,  to  the  number  of  89  each  Sabbath ;  the  diferen 
between  this  number  and  the  full  Presbyterian  strong^  of  the  regimem 
or  150,  being  on  duty.  On  various  grounds  Mr.  Russell  feels  that  he  h^ 
much  cause  for  thankfulness  in  reviewing  his  congregational  affairs  for  th* 
past  year.  Were  the  church  more  centrally  situated,  the  attendance  wouk 
be  considerably  greater.    Placed  at  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  toiru, 
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nearlj  tvo  miles  from  the  east  end,  its  position,  in  such  a  climate,  leads 
mas  J  a  Scotchman  to  neglect  the  means  of  grace,  or  to  attend  other  places 
0/  worship.  To  overtake  properly  the  east  end«  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
either  a  congregational  missionary,  or  a  second  minister  and  congregation. 
Ad  eod^voor  is  being  made  to  erect  a  Young  Men's  Institute,  which  is 
moch  needed,  and  help  is  sought  from  this  country  both  in  money,  and  in  the 
shipe  of  articles  for  a  Bazaar  to  be  held  at  Cape  Town  during  this  season. 

PuTKRMARiTZBUEO. — Mr.  Smith  has  reported  to  us  the  opening  of  his 
Dew  church,  which  took  place  in  December.  The  possession  of  a  roomy 
and  airy  building  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  comfort,  and  we  cannot 
dciQbt,  to  the  prosperity  also  of  the  congregation.  The  church  is  not  free 
fri.im  debt  But  the  spirit  of  liberality  already  shown  by  his  people  augurs 
veil  for  an  early  deliverance  from  this  encumbrance.  The  Committee, 
i&  conaderation  of  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  the  congregation  in  the 
Bitter  of  Church  building,  have  continued,  for  a  third  year,  a  grant  of 
£50  towards  the  stipend  of  Mr.  Smith. 

baiBXKLST. — Mr.  Brown  reports  that  he  has  had  much  comfort  and 

Mmgement  in  his  ministry  during  the  past  year.     And  from  various 

Mees  the  Committee  have  learned  how  thoroughly  satisfied  the  congrega- 

fa  are  with  their  young  pastor.     An  event  of  the  year  has  been  the 

^Dg  (in  January)  of  a  '^  spacious  and  elegant "  church.     Of  its  550 

i^gs,  450  were  immediately  taken.   In  a  recent  letter  Mr.  Brown  says : — 

"(kn  is  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  not  only  in  Eimberley,  but  in  the 
^vinee  of  GriqaaUnd  West.  Although  last  to  enter  th«  nMse,  we  have  come  in 
fnt,  having  the  best  church,  the  largest  and  most  wealthy  congregation.  Nor 
*«  ve  without  tokens  of  God's  presence  and  grace." 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  the  Committee,  that  this  young  minister,  without 
ttj  previous  ministerial  experience,  should  have  gained,  in  a  difficult  and 
Kolated  position,  such  a  hold  of  the  community. 

The  Committee  are  under  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Wood,  of  Messrs. 
n'ood  and  Parker,  London,  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  Mr.  Brown 
VHJ  the  congregation  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  Church. 

Fort  Bbaitvobt. — The  Committee  have  nothing  very  special  to  report 
ftgardiog  this  charge.  The  ministry  of  Mr.  Berry  continues  to  be  in  every 
Liispeet  acceptable,  and  to  be  a  source  of  blessing  to  his  people.  A  grant 
K  £100  has  been  again  voted  towards  his  stipend. 

DiRBAN.- — No  successor  has  yet  been  found  to  Mr.  Paton.  The  con- 
ration  during  the  vacancy  has  been  variously  supplied. 

East  London. — The  Committee  were  fortunate  in  finding  a  suitable 

minister  for  this  vacant  charge  in  Mr.  Russell,  Blochairn  Church,  61as- 

icw.  Judging  from  his  previous  ministerial  career,  there  is  reason  to  believe 

.  tbt  the  Presbyterian  community  will  have  cause  to  congratulate  them- 

I  i^Tes  on  60  good  a  pastor  being  sent  them.     Mr.  Russell  arrived  in  the 

;  Kiddle  of  March,  and  received  a  cordial  welcome.     He  will  have  virtually 

^0  congregations  to  minister  to,  one  on  either  side  of  the  Panmure  river. 

KiHo  William's  Town. — Mr.  Don,  as  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  British 
Kiffraria,  has  had  occasion  to  correspond  regularly  throughout  the  year 
in  regard  to  a  minister  for  East  London.    Of  his  own  work  and  experiences 
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he  has  said  little.  The  oongregation  is  in  a  prosperous  condiiioiu  It 
seems  neoessary  that  the  church  should  be  enlarged,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  step  will  soon  be  taken.  Now  that  the  Home  grants  are  about  to 
be  withdrawn,  the  congregation  will  require  to  exert  themselves  to  proTide 
a  sufBoient  stipend  for  the  minister.  Not  every  Colonial  eongregaUon  has 
a  minister  with  so  varied  gifts  as  Mr.  Don.  And  to  retain  him  jostiee 
must  be  done  in  the  matter  of  his  su|^rt, 

IIL— ASIA. 

Calcutta,  Bombay,  and  MAnnAS. — The  report  of  the  Calcutta  congr^ 
gation  for  the  past  year  is  a  yery  satisfactory  one.  £1760  were  contri- 
buted for  its  own,  and  £861  for  missionary,  purposes.  The  Trust  Fundi 
amount  to  £7000.  Since  the  Disruption  the  congregation  has  raised 
£108,829.  The  Committee  have  no  special  information  to  submit  is  to 
the  congregation  at  Bombay,,  or  as  to  the  services  held  at  Madras  for  the 
benefit  of  our  countrymen  there. 

IV.— AUSTRALIA. 

Queensland. — The  Committee  haye  sent  no  men  to  this  eolooy  danog 
the  year.  Neither  have  they  remitted  the  usual  grant  of  £100  for  tbe 
training  of  young  men  for  the  ministry.  Local  differences  of  opinion  cs 
the  subject  has  shut  up  the  Committee  to  this  course.  It  is  earnestly  tt 
be  hoped  that  brethren  may  come  to  see  eye  to  eye  on  so  important  a  soft* 
ject,  and  one  so  deeply  affecting  the  future  of  the  position  of  their  Obortk 
in  the  Colony. 

The  Oeneral  Assembly  have  wisely  determined  on  attempting  to  fotB 
a  Sustentation  Fund.  This  implies  a  determination  to  face  difficaltiei 
which  are  not  small.     This,  of  itself,  auguira  well  for  sucoesB. 

New  South  Wales. — The  urgent  appeals  for  ministers  which  bift 
come  to  us  from  the  Church  of  this  Colony,,  through  the  convener  of  Hi 
Church  Extension  Committee,  have  not  been  made,  as  happened  in  sone 
former  years,  in  vain.  Six  ministers  or  probationers  have  been  appointed. 
This  implies,  especially  when  respect  is  had  to  the  kind  of  men  sent,  a 
valuable  accesnon  to  the  ranks  of  the  ministry  of  that  Church.  The  a< 
pense  of  sending  these  brethren  has  been  cheerfully  borne,  in  part,  bj  tfai 
Colony.  In  the  most  recent  communication  received  bearing  on  the  woril 
of  the  Colony  there  occurs  the  following  sentence : — '*  We  have  ampk 
scope  here  for  all  the  men  yoa  can  send  us."  And  from  the  report  of  tb( 
Church  Extension  Committee  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  ii 
November  last  we  quote  the  following : — 

"As  in  former  years,  the  deniands  made  oa  the  Committee  fw  supply  0' 
ordinaDces  have  been  greatly  io  ezcesa  of  the  means  at  their  disposal  for  ineetq| 
them.  Through  the  scarcity  of  labourcra  some  districts  have  reoeired  onjl 
partial  supply,  and  some  none  at  alL  The  question,  what  is  best  to  be  dooc  i 
present  circumstaaees  to  secure  a  more  adequate  supply  of  ministers,  is  one  tW 
has  been  occupying  the  thoughts  not  of  ministers  only,  but  also  of  our  mc^ 
loyal  and  liberal  laymen." 

It  may  reasonably  be  expected  that,  through  the  services  of  Mr.  Bo» 
whose  appointment  as  agent  of  the  Church  has  been  already  referred  to 
the  way  will  in  future  be  made  easier  for  a  steady  supply  of  mim^t^- 
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from  this  country.  By  his  great  financial  experience  brought  to  bear  on 
1  williog  Chureh,  the  Sostentation  Fund  will  doubtloBS  be  speedily  placed 
00  an  efficient  footing.  This  will  help  to  remove  difficulties  out  of  the 
wy. 

ViCTOBU. — The  convener  of  the  Church  Extension  Committee  of  this 
CoIoDj,  Dr.  Macdonald,  has  been  in  constant  correspondence  with  the 
Committee,  pressing  upon  them  the  claims  of  this  Church  in  its  efforts  to 
meet  the  wints  of  the  steadily  increasing  and  greatly  scattered  population. 

The  fiye  appointments  which  have  been  made  are  an  inadequate 
response  to  his  demands.  It  is  encouraging  to  brethren,  looking  to*  that 
C«lonj,  to  know  that  all  the  ministers  recently  sent  have  cither  been 
Kttled,  or  are  on  the  point  of  being  so. 

The  General  Assembly,  which  met  in  November,  was  felt  to  be  a  most 
ocoonging  and  hopeful  meeting.  There  were  few  unsatisfactory  reports 
y  OD  the  table.  That  on<  the  Sustentation  Fund,  however,  was  among 
i^list.  The  working  of  such  a  scheme,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
^etse,  is  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulties.  But  on  the  success  of 
tieKheme  is  largely  dependent  the  prosperity  of  the  Church.  During  the 
■osgs  of  the  Assembly  the  foundation  of  the  Ormond  Training  College 
<ulaid,  which  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  November. 

br,  Macdonald  has  intimated  that  not  only  will  ministers  and  proba- 
^•oers  be  welcomed,  but  also  students  in  the  midst  of  their  course 
|(«9es8iDg  evangelistic  gifts. 

South  Australia. — The  Committee  have  sent  a  minister  (Mr.  Gray) 
to  tiuB  Colony,  to  be  pastor  of  the  congregation  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
1fcvtj.fire  miles  from  Adelaide.  The  congregation  had  heard  of  Mr.  Gray, 
ttd,  through  the  Committee^  practically  called  him  to  be'  their  minister. 
Mr.  MacNeiU,  who  was  sent  out  as  a  student  evangelist  more  than  a  year 
tgo,  baa  been  ordained  over  a  large  pastoral  district  in  the  north-west  part 
^  th«  Colony.  He  is  enthusiastically  devoted  to  his  work,  and  makes  an 
vgent  appeal  for  another  labourer  to  share  the  wide  field  allotted  to  him. 

Wksrrn  Australia. — It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  more  to  what 
^  already  been  said  as  to  the  efforts  made  to  gain  a  footing  for  Presby- 
'^anum  in  this  Colony.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Home  Churches  have 
too  late  in  making  the  attempt.  The  Committee  are,  however, 
fied  that  they  could  not  have  entrusted  the  task  to  any  one  more 
Ikely  to  succeed  than  Mr.  Shearer.  Since  his  arrival  in  October  he  has 
^  unwearied  in  his  labours,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  out  of  it ;  and  the 
ft-tigregation  has  been  steadily  increasing.  The  difficulties  In  his  way  are 
^  a  money  kind.  '  It  had  been  reported  to  the  Committee  that  a  con- 
^nient  site,  granted  by  Qovemment,  was  at  their  disposal  At  some 
we  Btage  of  the  growth  of  the  town  of  Perth  it  might  turn  out  to  be 
Mit&ble.  But  at  present  to  build  upon  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  formation 
if  a  congregation,  and  the  expense  of  a  site  within  the  town,  and  of  the 
CKction  of  a  church  besides,  are  found  to  be  beyond  the  means  of  the 
rr^bjterian  portion  of  the  population.  Unless  help  be  given  from  some 
^the  sister  Colonies  the  attempt  of  this  Committee  and  of  that  of  the 
wbliflhed  Church,  who,  jointly  with  them,  have  guaranteed  the  salary  of 
^  minister  to  found  a  charge,  must  be  abandoned.     This  will  be  done 
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with  regret,  as  there  is  plainly  room  for  a  faithfhl  minister  in  P^ih.  And 
there  are  stations  not  very  distant  from  it  where  a  Presbyterian  ministrj 
is  needed,  and  would  be  welcomed.* 

Tasmania. — No  demands  for  men  have  come  to  ns  from  the  Ghnrcli  d 
this  Colony.  The  Assembly  will  have  the  opportunity  of  haying  the  pas* 
tion  and  wants  of  the  Church  submitted  to  it  by  Mr.  Duff,  late  of  Evandjle, 
who  will  appear  as  Its  Deputy.  And  the  Committee,  by  his  presence  ben, 
may  be  brought  into  closer  communication  with  the  Tasmanian  Chard 
than  hitherto. 

v.— NEW  ZEALAND. 

This  last  year  has  been  one  of  great  commercial  depression  in  thb 
Colony,  North  and  South.  But  notwithstanding,  the  Presbyterian  Chnrehei 
have  been  favoured  with  much  outward  prosperity. 

Among  other  correspondents,  Mr.  Bruce,  Dr.  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Elmsbi 
of  Christchureh  have  kept  us  duly  infiormed  of  their  wants,  and  of  thee* 

Doings  of  their  Churches.  It  is  gratifying  to  know,  as  to  the  North^ 
Ihurch,  that  in  such  a  centre  as  Christchureh,  which  started  as  essentia"' 
an  Anglican  settlement,  it  has  been  found  necessary,  within  a  very  limi 
period,  to  double  the  Presbyterian  Church  accommodation,  And  this  va 
peadently  of  the  erection  of  two  suburban  charges.  Further  evidence 
the  growth  of  the  Church  might  be  given.  Mr.  Bruoe,  as  agent  of  i 
Church,  devotes  himself  unweariedly  to  its  extension  and  consolid&dflt^ 
Towards  his  salary  the  Committee  cordially  granted  £150 ;  and  Uie  fli^ 
sum  for  Church  Extension.  \ 

It  was  hoped  that  Dr.  Stuart  of  Dunedin  mightvisit  this  country  drnflft 
this  year.  But  he  has  given  up  any  intention  of  doing  so.  He  repoif 
great  satisfaction  with  t£e  ftppointments  which  the  Committee  have  be^ 
able  to  make.  Though  the  Chmrch  is  better  supplied  with  men  than  pa 
haps  at  any  former  period,  .still  there  is  room  for  more.  In  the  dellvw 
anoe  on  his  report,  as  Convener  of  the  Church  Extension  Committee,  f 
the  last  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Otago  and  Southland,  there  occur  di 
following  sentences : — 

•'  The  Synod,  while  congratulating  the  Church  on  the  fact  that  the  existq| 
vacancies  are  likely  to  be  soon  filled,  regrets  th«t  there  are  still  many  spheres  ' 
labour  within  its  bounds  waiting  for  suitable  miaisters,  for  wbkh  none 
available.    The  Synod  encourages  the  Committee  to  make  the  best  pcovisioii  in 
power  for  their  oocnpation  by  continuing  its  .efforts  to  obtain  fit  proba 
from  the  Home  Chnrches,  and  exjiects  the  congregations  to  put  the  n< 
funds  at  its  disposal " 

The  equal  dividend  in  the  Chureh  of  Otago  for  last  year  was  £211, 8i. 
to  36  out  of  43  ministers.  The  great  commercial  depression  exphuns 
diminution  by  £11  compared  with  the  year  preceding. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  worth  recording,  that  at  Dunedin^  on  the  1 
June  last,  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Presbytery  of  Otago  was  oelebraf 
The  two  surviving  ministers  of  the  first  Presbytery,  Messrs.  Will 
Bannerman,  were  present. 

*  Since  the  above  was  vnitten,  the  Committee  have  minmted  their  intention,  if  ^ 
Shearer  is  obliged  to  leave  the  field,  to  send  a  young  minister  to  hold  the  gronna  www, 
secured,  and  to  evangelise  among  our  countrymen  in  various  districts  around  Perth. 
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VL— FALKLAND  ISLES. 

Mr.  Yeonum,  in  his  far-ofF  and  comparatively  inaccessible  home,  is  com- 
ferting  himself  in  the  prospect  of  steam  communication  being  soon  begun. 

He  reports  that  he  dispensed  the  Lord's  Supper  at  Darwin,  on  the  31st 
August  Ust,  to  a  considerable  number  of  people.  There  were  three  young 
commamcants,  the  rest  being  members  before  of  churches  in  this  country. 
This  was  the  first  communion  dispensed  in  connection  with  the  Presby- 
teriu  Church  in  these  isles.  ■  Besides  purposing  to  visit  and  preach  more 
iy?tematically  than  before  through  the  oamp^  he  had  planned  a  visit  to  the 
WestFtlklands,  where  there  are  a  good  many  Presbyterians,  and  no  means 
tfgTMe. 

Vn.— WEST  INDIES. 

TinzDiDL — As  to  this  station,  the  Committee  content  themselves  with 
•  ll^g  a  communication  which  they  received  during  the  year  firom  Mr. 

m 

*Ve  sre  oontinuiDg  to  labour  on  amid  encouragementa  and  c^wcouragements. 
nMimes  the  diflconragementa  are  of  a  peculiarly  trying  character,  such  as  the 
f^  at  home  could  seaicely  be  expected  either  to  understand  or  to  appreciate  ; 
•rettheless  we  believe  in  the  faithful  word  of  promise ,  '  He  that  soweth  in  tears 
iifl  reap  in  joy.' 

''AtottT  last  prayer-meeting  I  read  a  short  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
■k  6«oeral  Assembly,  and,  as  I  announced  the  previous  Sabbath  that  I  was  to 
■10,  ve  had  a  good  attendance.  The  congregation  seemed  much  interested  in 
■teoiag  to  a  brief  sjrnopsis  of  the  pithy  utterances  of  the  Moderator,  and  of  the 
^lirta  of  the  various  Conmiittees,  and  more  especially  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
*<«  the  Welfare  of  the  Youth  of  the  Church.  I  think  I  have  said  before, 
Alt  I  would  now  repeat,  that  the  most  hopeful  sphere  of  labour  here  is  amongst 
it  pong;  and  I  am  sorry  that  we  are  so  far  away  from  all  those  good  things 
iit  are  going  on  in  the  Church  at  home,  as  I  believe  that  some  of  our  young 
^ple,  if  they  did  not  actually  gain  prizes,  would  at  all  events  acquire  a  very  fair 
|fc«otage  of  marks  on  the  Biblioal  questions  at  least  propounded  by  the  Com- 

(Rie  Committee  continued  a  grant  of  £50  towards  Mr.  Walker's  salary, 
ring  received  an  assurance  from  his  Presbytery  that  it  was  necessary. 
I  this  sum  Mr.  Burnley  of  Edinburgh,  connected,  by  business  relations, 
th  Uie  island,  generously  contributed  £10. 
-^  The  congregation  have  given  good  evidence  of  a  readiness  to  support 
Idr  nuiiister  up  to  the  measure  of  their  ability. 

AanauA. — ^Beferenee  has  already  been  made  to  the  circumstances 
tbch  have  constrained  the  Committee  to  abandon  this  station.  It  is 
wt,  however,  to  put  on  record  the  following  testimonies  of  Mr.  Allan's 
^acter  and  lainistry.  Mr.  M^Adam,  a  leaiding  member  of  the  oongre- 
jP^D,  and  who  has  been  the  Committee's  correspondent,  wrote  thus,  in 
^*«nating  his  death  : — 

*^  No  words  of  mine  can  express  the  gloom  which  the  event  has  cast  over  this 
^  ctmmonity.  All  classes  and  creeds  have  shown  their  sympathy  with  ns 
■  <»r  sore  triaL  During  his  short  residence  here  he  had  greatly  endeared  himself 
a  u  all  by  his  kind,  genial  manner." 
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Mr.  Thorbnrn  of  Bennnda,  who  was  greatly  interested  ia  tbe  reviyal  of 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  in  St.  John,  and  who  was  in  frequent  com- 
munication  with  friends  there,  wrote  thus  to  the  Committee,  some  tine 
after  Mr.  Allan's  settlement : — 

"  He  is,  I  am  told,  very  acceptable  as  a  preacher,  and  indeed  in  every  (Art 
respect.  So  far  he  may  be  considered  as.  great  a  success  as  the  most  aao^ 
could  have  anticipated.  His  task  was  a  difficult  one,  and  well  has  it  been  dw 
hitherto." 

The  Committee  expressed  their  oordial  sympathy  with  his  parcDte  k 
the  loss  of  such  a>  son,  and  with  the  congregation  in  the  loss  of  such  i 
pastor. 

VIIL— CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Belize. — Regular  quarterly  Reports,,  with  fall  details  of  his  work,  faati 
been  received  from  Mr.  Jackson.  He  has  steadily  continued  the  dlferea 
departments  of  it  with  a  fair  amount  of  encouragement  The  Chnre 
attendance  in  the  year  has  been  good  (average  118),  and  the  Sabbsd 
school,  Prayer-meetipg,  and  Bible-class  have  been  well  attended.  Oeet 
sional  open-air  Services  have  been  held,  with  a  varied  attendance,  and  U 
ministrations  in  the  jail  have  been  maintained.  Mr.  Jackson  had  confeae 
upon  him  the  appointment  of  €k)vernment  Inspector  of  Schoola  In  tb 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office  he  has  had  opportunities  of  preacii^ 
the  gospel  to  our  scattered  countrymen  in  the  country  districts,  destioA 
of  any  means  of  grace. 

IX— NORTH  AMERICA, 

Dominion  ot  Canada. — The  Committee  had  the  satisfaction  in  JJ) 
last  of  hearing  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cochrane,  Convener  of  the  Hooi 
Mission  Committee,  Western  Section,  a  statement  as  to  the  vast  He 
Mission  field,  of  which  the  Canadian  Presbyterian  Church,  so  far  at  Ic 
as  the  Presbyterian  population  is  concerned,  has  the  care.  From 
statement  the  following  quotations  are  made  : — 

(1.)  As  to  the  extent  of  the  field — 

"  I  may  say,  speaking  generally,  that  under  the  care  of  ottr  now  miited  CboK 
which  embraces  British  Columbia,  Manitoba,  the  great  l^orth-Weat,  Ontsn 
Quebec,  and  the  maritime  provinces — from  Vancouver's  Island  to  Fnaj 
Edward's  Island,  a  territory  considerably  over  ten  million  of  miles  in  exteotj 
there  are  between  400  and  500  mission  stations,  200  supplemented  congregati(^ 
with  an  average  attendance  every  Sabbath  of  25,000,  representing  9000  coiumoi 
cants,  and  8500  families." 

(2.)  As  to  the  amount  of  recent  emigration  to  the  North- West— 

**  As  bearing  on  the  urgent  call  for  labourers  in  the  Korth-West  Territonf 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  during  the  present  summer  over  ten  thonssi 
emigrants  had  entered  Manitoba  and  the  valley  of  the  Saskatchewan,  s  ^ 
proportion  of  whom  are  Presbyterians.  These  look  to  the  Church  in  C«a^ 
for  the  gospel,  and  must  be  followed  by  devoted  missionariai,  if  our  csoae  if 
be  maintained  in  that  promising  territory." 
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From  I  piper  recently  issued  by  Dr.  Cochrane's  Committee  the  following 
^xtnct  18  giyen,  as  affording  certain  statistics  of  the  strength  of  the 
Church,  tnd  of  the  amount  of  its  giving : — 

"It  viO  be  Men  that  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  is  essentially  a 
Burioniry  Church,  and  most  of  necessity  be  so  for  very  many  years.  During 
dtf  past  nineteen  years  tiDO  uniana  have  been  effected  among  the  Presbyterians 
rftbe  Dominion.  In  18161,  that  of  the  Free  Church  and  United  Presbyterian 
Chnzcbes,  under  the  name  of  the  Canada  Presbyterian  Church ;  and  in  1875, 
ibt  of  the  Omada  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada 
is  eonnectioo  with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  so  that  now  there  is  but  one  Presby- 
lifUQ  Chareh  in  the  whole  Dominion.  Such  anions  must  of  necessity  add  to 
the  misnoDsry  resources  of  the  Church,  and  also  economise  labourers  in  districts 
vfceK  formeriy  there  were  representatives  of  these  different  Churches.  The 
habyterisn  Church  in  Canada  now  numbers  870  pastoral  chaiges,  and  1027 
aegrvgatioos,  637  ministers,  65,000  families,  1 10,000  communicants,  and  335,000 
lltte  population,  or  about  one-tenth  of  the  entire  inhabitants  of  the  Dominion, 
•httiition  to  the  amounts  raised  for  congregational  purposes,  amounting  to  nearly 
}^U)0O,  and  the  support  of  the  Home  Mission  Scheme,  five  out  of  the  six 
|Ai  are  maintained,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  voluntary  contributions.  $35,000 
fkmA  annually  for  Foreign  Missions,  $25,000  for  French  Evangelisation,  besides 
'klcootribntions  to  the  Widows'  Fund  and  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund, 
abg  X  tptal  for  last  year  of  $1,110,380.97." 

The  Committee,  recognising  the  vast  work  given  to  the  Canadian  Church 
kio,  so  much  beyond  her  own  resources,  and  also  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
bigr&tion  from  our  own  shores  which,  to  a  large  extent,  makes  necessary 
li  increased  provision  of  the  means  of  grace,  supplied  only  at  a  great 
Mlaj,  cordially  voted,  in  January  last,  the  following  sums : — 

Home  Mission  (Western  section), £250 

Home  Mission  (Eastern  section), 200 

Manitoba  College  (maintenance  of), 150 

BnMUDA. — Mr.  Thorburn  continues  his  faithful  labours  at  this  station, 
^  important  one  in  various  points  of  view ;  and  the  Committee  remain 
fapoQsible,  in  small  part,  for  his  stipend. 


(FUNBS. 

We  append  a  sammary  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  Committee 
Itmg  the  past  year  as  compared  with  the  previous  one,  referring  for 

tbr  details  to  the  public  accounts  of  the  Church. 

I 

4878-79. 

Bdaiioe  St  3l8t  March  1878, .  £2913  14    9 

OialcctiottB, 2362     8  10 

fWlioDs,  Legacies,  and  Interest 1737  11     5 

!  , 

£7013  15  0 
h^enis, 5350  13  1 

l^ttBilanoe, £1663     1  11 
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1879.80. 

Balance  at  3l8t  Maroh  1879, •  .           £1663  1  1 

Collections, 2261  7  i 

Donations,  Legacies,  and  Interest, 2313  6  Ij 

£6237  Uli 

Payment^ 5562  8  i 

Ket  Balance, £675  7  \ 


CONCLUSION. 

The  Committee  made  reference,  in  their  last  Report^  to  the  institatioD  o 
two  Bursaries,  value  £17,  10s.  each,  for  members  of  the  Tutorial  Cbsse 
in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  having  a  desire  to  give  thenDiselves  to  Colomi 
service. 

In  Edinburgh  four  candidates  presented  themselves  ip  October  last 
The  Bursary  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Notman,  whose  papers  were  c 
a  highly  satisfactory  kind.  Mr.  Notman  attended  last  session  the  Janioi 
Greek  and  Latin  Classes  at  the  University. 

There  was  no  competition  for  the  Glasgow  Bursary. 

There  will  be  a  competition  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  in  October. 

The  regulations  as  to  the  Bursaries  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  for  ill 
information  of  Students. 

The  Committee,  in  closing,  have  to  express  their  deep  sense  dh 
responsibility  in  connection  with  the  work  assigned  to  them.  | 

It  belongs  to  them  to  dispense  the  funds  of  the  Church  devoted  tt 
Colonial  purposes  in  ways  that  seem  to  them  best  fitted  to  promote  til 
spiritual  welfare  of  their  country  people  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

They  have  to  select  the  best  ministers,  probationers,  or  other  agesti 
they  can  find,  to  meet  the  constant  demand  made  upon  them  for  labooren 

They  have  to  maintain  correspondence  with  their  own  agents,  soioe  c 
whom  are  placed  in  positions  and  circumstances  peculiarly  neediqi 
brotherly  support  and  counsel,  and  also  with  the  representatives,  and  ofta 
with  individual  ministers  of  the  different  Colonial  Uhurohes. 

Many  other  duties  of  a  varied  kind  devolve  upon  them  from  tiine  ti 
time.  This  multifarious  work  they  have  sought  to  discharge  to  the  bei 
of  their  ability. 

And,  while  sensible  of  many  shortcomings,  they  are  tliankful  to  be  abk 
to  report,  that  their  services  have  been  highly  appreciated  by  t)^ 
brethren  in  the  Colonies.  They  trust,  that  they  will  be  fiivoarahl) 
regarded  by  the  General  Assembly. 

ROBERT  G.  BALFOUR,  Gmvener. 
JAS.  G.  MACKINTOSH,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


RmDUTIONS  ANKNT  BUBSABISS  f  OR  STUDENTS  ATTENDING  TUTORIAL 

Classes,  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 

].  They  shall  be  competed  for  by  a  written  examination  annually  in  the  month 
riOetober. 

1  Tlie  snccenfnl  eompetiton  shall  hold  their  Bursaries  for  a  period  of  three 
IBn,  prorided  they  make  progress  in  their  studies  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  Sub- 
|lBiiittee,  by  whom  they  shall  be  examined  from  year  to  year. 

I  Tbey  shall  attend  College  with  the  view  of  studying  for  the  ministry  in 
-  liCiloiiies. 

i  h  shall  be  open  to  them,  with  the  consent  of  the  Colonial  Committee,  either 
I^MBplete  their  studies  for  the  ministry  at  home,  or  to  take  a  portion  of  them 
Vneor  other  of  the  Colonies. 

5l  At  the  dose  of  their  studies,  or  at  the  time  when  it  is  proposed  that  they 
^^(^  go  to  the  Colonial  field,  the  Bursars  shall  be  at  liberty  to  decline  going 
btbe  Coloniea,  and  the  Committee  shall  be  at  liberty  to  decline  sending  them, 
kt  if  this  departure  from  the  original  plan  be  on  the  part  of  the  Bursar,  it  shall 
kkii  doty  to  reimburse  the  Committee  for  what  they  have  expended  on  his 
lAiIf. 

T^«  nibjeets  of  examination  last  October  were  as  follows  (fifty  per  cent,  on 
mA  sabjeet  being  indispensable) : — 

L  Lstm: — (1.)  Caesar,  Lib.  I.,  Chapters  1  to  20.     Horace,  Odes,  Lib.  I., 

Chapters  16  to  end. 
(2.)  Translation  of  an  easy  portion  of  English  into  Latin. 
'  n.  Greek : — ^The  Budiments,  and  John's  Gospel,  Chapters  14, 15,  and  16. 
:  III.  English  : — Orammar,  with  analysis  of  sentences. 
I IV.  Arithmetic : — ^Proportion,  simple  and  compound,  and  Vulgar  Fractions. 
V.  BiUe  Knowledge : — Genesis,  and  Acts  of  Apostles. 


No.  VII. 


Jfrtje  CI^Mrr^  ai  ^cailmxts. 


REPOKT 


OF 


THE   CONTINENTAL    COMMITTEK 


MAY     1880. 


Oci  Churchy  fromr  a  very  early  date  in  its  history  as  the  Free  Church 
i  Scotland,  ha8  taken  a  warm  practical  interest  in  the  state  of  religion 
n  the  Continent  of  Europe.  In  so  far  as  the  funds  placed  at  their 
nposal  haye  permitted,  there  have  been  three  departments  of  work  carried 
^  by  the  Continental  Committee.  First^  The  erection  of  permanent 
'^^^  for  the  supply  of  ordinances  in  important  centres,,  where  our 
Wmtrjnien  are  resident  in  connection  with  health  or  business — such  as 
ntrence^  Naples,  G-enoft,  Nice,  Lausanne,  Leghorn,  Pau,  Lisbon.  Second, 
m  provisioi^  during  the  seasons  when  they  are  frequented  by  sojourners 
kiD  our  own  and  other  lands,  of  services  by  ministers  sent  from  our 
Borne  Church  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  wayfarers — as,  for  example,  at 
loiDe,  Cannes,  Montreux,  Mentone,,  Lucerne,  Interlaken,  Stettin,  Aiz- 
B-Baina  Third — ^and  to  this  the  special  attention  of  our  Church  is 
ted  at  the  present  time — ^the  assisting  by  material  help,  as  well  as  by 
1  rapport,  of  the  native  churches  in  Continental  lands,  which,  amidst 
h  opposition  and  in  a  most  unfriendly  atmosphere,  are  setting  forth 
great  doctrines  of  'Hhe  common  salvation." 
Ctrtainly  not  within  the  memory  of  any  one  now  living  has  the  way 
>Ko  80  opened  abroad  for  preaching  the  gospel,  and  for  all  works  of  an 
^^elistic  kind,  as  at  the  present  time ;  and  this  not  only  in  connection 
^  the  great  measure  of  freedom  which  now  is  found  in  many  of  the 
■^  of  the  Continent,  but  also  with  a  wide  and  growing  feeling  among 
■B  people  of  distrust  and  disaffection  towards  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
■  thiist  for  the  preaching  of  the  word  with  its  offers  of  a  free  salvation, 
^^reat  and  effectual  doors  are  opened  for  the  native  Protestant  churches ; 
^  they  seek,  and  greatly  need,  help  from  us.  In  a  very  special  way 
^  chorehes  look  to  our  Free  Church  of  Scotland ;  and  it  is  the  earnest 
"^  of  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  respond.  In  Italy,  long  closed 
^st  either  Bible  circulation  or  a  preached  gospel,  the  old  Waldensian 
^Qfch,  the  Chiesa  Libera,  and  other  bodies  of  Christians,  are  free  to 
T  A 
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evangelise  tbrooghout  the  Peninsula,  In  Spain,  the  land  of  the  Inquisition, 
a  Spanish  Protestant  Church,  framed  on  Presbyterian  principles,  is  alreadj 
organised.  In  Belgium,  the  most  priest-ridden  of  all  Popish  countriea, 
there  are  loud  demands  for  gospel  teaching,  in  the  way  of  which  Ha 
Eoman  Church  is  actively  interposing  every  obstacle.  It  is  in  Fraiu^ 
however,  that  the  most  extraordinary  progress  in  religious  liberty  and  at 
an  appetite  for  evangelical  teaching  is  found.  The  Rev.  Dr.  SomenrOle, 
preaching  in  English  and  translated  sentence  by  sentence,  addressei 
for  months  together  during  the  past  year,  in  the  metropolis,  and  in  varioa 
leading  cities  and  towns,  crowded  churches  and  halls,  the  listeners,  ii 
thousands,  drinking  in  the  truth,  and  beseeching  that  these  words  mi^ 
again  be  spoken  to  them.  Mr.  M'All's  well-known  work,  and  that  of  Mis 
de  Broen,  in  Paris,  still  further  illustrate  the  state  of  feeling  towards  the 
gospel  among  the  common  people. 

But  perhaps  the  most  striking  event  in  the  recent  religious  histoiyoi 
France  is  that  recorded  in  a  letter  of  Dr.  Pressensd  of  Paris,  from  which 
we  extract  the  following : — 

'*  While  their  own  place  of  worship  is  being  rebuilt,  the  Minister  of  PaUic 
Works,  with  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  granted  accommod»tioD 
to  the  Protestants  within  the  Palace  of  Versailles.  A  large  audience  assenbM 
(2d  November  1879)  on  the  first  occasion  of  meeting  in  this  unwonted  pUoe. 
'  French  Protestantism/  writes  one  who  was  present,  '  made  its  solemQ  entrr 
into  the  palace  of  the  king,  .  .  .  and  the  gospel  proclamation  resounded  throo^ 
the  chamber  of  Louis  xiv.,  not  far  from  the  room  in  which,  in  1715,  the  gretf 
king  breathed  his  last.'" 

No  wonder  that  the  French  pastor  who  thus  writes  goes  on  to  say:- 

**  When  we  heard  the  Bible  and  the  Huguenot  Liturgy  read  in  that  buiidia|> 
where  in  an  upper  room  Madame  de  Maintenon  had  made  Louis  xrv.  sign  thi 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  nearly  two  hundred  yeara  ago,  we  vere  pio- 
foundly  moved,  and  blessed  God  from  the  depth  of  our  heart.*' 

Dr.  Pressense  further  adds,  as  to  the  aspect  of  matters  in  the  Fr^ 
provinces : — 

"  1  had  myself  last  week  a  very  striking  evidence  of  this  tendency  of  meni 
minds  towards  the  Reformation.  I  was  called  to  attend  a  conference  at  8t  Jost,' 
a  little  town  in  the  Department  of  the  Oise.  In  that  place  there  are  oa* 
thousand  five  hundred  persons  manifesting  the  keenest  interest  in  theg^^^ 
It  seems  as  if  the  entire  town  would  pass  over  as  a  body,  with  the  major  ftt  m 
head,  to  the  Protestant  Church.  Similar  conditions  exist  in  many  other  parti 
of  the  country." 

The  Committee,  with  full  and  accurate  information  in  their  possession 
are  able  to  assure  the  General  Assembly,  that  all  over  the  ContineDt  tbere 
are  open  doors  for  the  gospel,  and  open  hearts  too. 

With  these  general  remarks,  the  Committee  go  on  to  select  from  their 
proceedings  throughout  the  year  what  may  be  likely  to  be  of  most  intere* 
for  the  Assembly  to  know.  They  can  only  treat  the  various  matters  I^ 
ferred  to  in  a  very  cursory  manner ;  but  on  most  of  them  the  Reccrd  b* 
given  full  information. 

And  (1.)  the  Committee,  at  an  early  period  of  the  year,  appoioted  a  su^ 
Committee  of  laymen  to  look  into  the  financial  position  of  the  vark'itf 
permanent  stations.  When  these  Stations  were  established,  it  was  u|K<fti 
the  understanding  that  while,  for  a  considerable  time,  they  niu5t  bd 
dependent  to  a  great  degree  upon  them,  jet  that,  after  the  lapse  of  f 
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reasoDtble  period,  they  should  become  self-supporting,  or  nearly  so.  The 
Committee  felt  that  the  time  had  come  when  a  greater  demand  might  be 
hiilj  nude  upon  local  liberality.  The  sub-Committee  have  only  reported 
iHfmrtu yet;  but  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that,  as  the  result  of 
their  completed  report,  a  considerable  saving  to  the  Committee's  funds 
K^ill  be  effected,  and  the  Stations  be  put  on  a  stable  and  satisfactory 
footing.  It  is  to  be  understood,  of  course,  that  what  is  being  done  is  not 
£cal.  Self-support  is  the  object  aimed  at ;  but  that  is  to  be  reached  only 
h  a  aeries  of  movements,  easy  and  gradual.  The  Committee  cannot 
dt>abt  that  the  Church  will  support  them  in  taking  measures  to  set  their 
fonds  more  free  for  the  assistance  of  native  work,  and  will  give  them 
ffedit  for  taking  care  that  no  injustice  be  done  to  the  ministers  of  those 

(2.)  In  the  Report  of  last  year,  reference  was  made  to  our  Church's 

p<^:;ion  at  Rome,    and   to  negotiations  which   had    been   entered  on 

1  regard  to  the  purchase  of  a  b.uilding  within   the  walls,  which  had 

^•£  erected  and  used  for  some  time  for  Episcopal  worship.     These 

i^4tion8  were  ended  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  building  from   the 

*fe*i  sale.     During  the  year,  and  more  especially  recently,  Rome  has 

"^pied  much  of  the  Committee's  attention.     After  full  deliberation,  in 

ft&altation  with  brethren  who  have  successively  served  of  late  years 

l^re,  and  with  all  available  information  before  them,  they  are  of  one  mind 

B  ftgard  to  these  two  points — (1.)  That  as  soon  as  possible  a  permanent 

BiCHer  should  be  placed  in  Rome,  just  as  we  already  have  permanent 

«iwj?e8at  Florence,  Leghorn,  Naples,  and  Genoa,  etc.;  and  (2.)  That  all 

ttfriers  to  the  erection  of  a  Protestant  church  within  the  walls  being  now 

amoved,  our  present  building  should  be  sold,  and  a  new  church  be  built 

o  the  city.    The  Committee  have  intrusted  the  case  of  Rome  to  a  special 

f|UhCommittee.     It  belongs  to  them  to  report  as  to  a  minister,  and  a 

^  for  a  church.     It  is  perhaps    scarcely  necessary   to  remind   the 

l^mbly  that  the  present  church,  which  is  an  extremely  comfortable 

••!►*.  was  only  placed  in  its  inconvenient  position  because  Papal  authority, 

^  the  time  when  it  was  built,  peremptorily  forbade  Protestant  worship 

•ittin  the  walls. 

I'')  The  Committee  cannot  be  charged  with  standing  still  during  the 
p  year.  They  have  had  their  eye  upon  open  doors,  where  they  might 
^  serve  their  own  countrymen  and  strengthen  the  hands,  as  oppor- 
^ity  offered,  of  native  workers. 

b  last  Report  it  was  intimated  that  an  application  to  be  adopted 
• » station  had  come  from  the  Evangelical  Union  Church  at  Pera, 
^'jfL^tantiDople,  and  was  under  consideration.  That  church  had  been 
wmed  in  1865,  and  was  supplied  for  a  few  years  by  American 
*»ionaries  labouring  there.  Mr.  A.  Van  Millingen,  a  probationer  of 
^^  Church,  was  at  length  settled  as  pastor,  and  continued  as  such  till 
1^'Kwhen  he  left  for  America.  Since  then  the  American  missionaries 
^^  supplied  the  pulpit.  In  approaching  the  Committee  early  last  year, 
^  congregation  expressed  their  desire  to  enjoy  again  the  ministra- 
^lis  of  Mr.  Millingen.  The  Committee  agreed  to  the  congregation's 
^PpiicatioD,  and  they  would  have  welcomed  such  an  arrangement  as  to  the 
?^tate,  but  meanwhile  Mr.  Millingen  had  just  accepted  an  appointment 
»^  Professor  at  Constantinople  in  the  **  Robert "  College  there.  In  these 
^'^cumstaDces  it  was  resolved  to  provide,  in  the  .first  instance,  temporary 
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supply,  and  the  Rev.  John  Irving  of  Inellan  was  appointed  for  six  monthly 
That  the  General  Assembly  may  know  the  kind  of  work  to  be  done  al 
this  station,  the  following  extract  from  one  of  Mr.  Irving's  oommunieft 
tions  is  giyen  : — 

"  Having  now  been  about  three  months  at  this  post,  I  may  ventare  to  pit 
some  information  regarding  the  work.  Our  services  are  held  every  Sabbd 
afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  in  the  chapel  attached  to  the  Dutch  Legation.  XcV 
withstanding  the  very  bad  weather  we  have  had — this  winter  having  been  id«i 
severe  than  any  experienced  here  for  the  last  twenty  years — the  average  attest 
ance  at  the  Sabbath  services  has  amounted  to  between  forty  and  fifty, 
addition  to  this  we  have  a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  held  in  the  houses  of  di£f< 
« members,  with  an  attendance  of  about  twenty.  We  have  also  a  monthly  u 
missionary  prayer-meeting,  held  alternately  in  the  Bible-house,  Stamboal, 
longing  to  the  American  Board  of  Missions,  and  in  the  Free  Church  Jevii 
Mission  premises  in  Oalata,  with  an  attendance  of  from  forty  to  sixty, 
addition  to  this  I  preach  occasionally  at  Bebek,  a  village  some  six  miles  ap 
Bosporus,  to  a  congregation  of  about  seventy  persons.  And  I  have  lately  m^i 
arrangements  for  holding  a  fortnightly  prayer-meeting  at  Boyoukdere,  a 
situated  upon  the  European  side  some  fifteen  miles  up  the  Bosporus.  There 
some  eight  families  of  British  engineers  residing  in  this  village,  and  ^art 
these  services  they  have  no  opportunity  of  attending  divine  service.  Abov 
twenty  persons  have  hitherto  attended  these  services,  and  several  of  them  lu' 
expressed  themselves  as  exceedingly  grateful  for  them.  Besides  these  centrei 
work,  individual  Scotch  and  English  people  are  to  be  found  here  and  there  a' 
the  Bosporus;  as,  for  example.  Miss  Ewen,  who,  along  with  Miss  Cohen, 
carrying  on  a  good  work  among  the  Jews  in  Kouskoundjoak.  And  these 
very  glad  of  a  visit  and  a  little  word  of  encouragement.  It  seems  to  me  tU 
Ck>nstantinop]e  is  a  very  important  centre  of  work,  and  there  is  much  to  be  te 
for  our  countrymen  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is  not  undertaken  by  any  ote 
Church.  The  indifference  which  is  so  apt  to  ruin  the  souls  of  those  who  But 
been  brought  up  in  the  midst  of  gospel  privileges,  when  they  go  to  reside  isi 
foreign  land  where  they  are  bereft  of  these  privileges,  is  seen  among  many  of  c0 
fellow-countrymen  here.  And  we  have  much  need  of  the  prayen  of  GoA 
people  for  an  outpouring  of  His  Spirit^  and  a  blessing  on  the  work." 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Irving  has  been  so  acceptable  that  steps  are  bdH 
taken  to  call  him  as  pastor. 

It  should  be  sidd  that  the  Colonial  and  Jewish  Committees  join  ^ 
this  Committee  in  a  guarantee  for  three  years  of  £150  per  annum  towin 
the  salary  of  a  minister. 

To  another  large  and  promising  field — ^Bordeaux — ^the  attention  of  |k 
Committee  was  caUed  by  Mens.  Guignard  of  Ste.  Foy,  a  sealous  Ch 
elder  of  the  Free  Church  of  France.  He  referred,  in  his  letter  to 
Committee,  to  the  number  of  young  men,  Scotch  and  English,  r6si<^ 
there,  engaged  in  business,  to  whom  the  temptations  of  the  place 
aggravated  by  the  absence  of  any  active  interest  in  their  spiritual  wiaV 
The  number  of  British  sailors  he  represented  to  be  large  and  increasiiii 
who  during  the  year  are,  for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  in  the  port  ^ 
care  of  these  our  countrymen  abroad  does  not  rest,  at  least  entirely,  ^ 
this  Committee,  and  they  would  look  for  co-operation  in  providiiig  for  tbea. 
But  any  work  done  among  either  our  educated  youth  or  our  ssHors  b; ' 
wise  and  active  minister  would  give  opportunities  of  access  to  the  oati 
population  of  great  value.  The  Committee  are  in  possession  of  a  foU  *°.| 
careful  report  by  the  Rev.  D.  D.  M'Isaac  of  Kirkmichael,  who,  it  ^^ 
request,  when  returning  from  Gibraltar,  where  he  had  been  sent  hj  the 
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Colonial  Oommittee  for  a  short  time,  visited  Bordeaux,  remaining  some 
Teeb  to  make  minnte  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  matters  and  of  parties 
(bere.  The  Committee  will  now  give  early  consideration  to  the  question 
of  further  steps  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  this  inviting  field.  To  illustrate 
the  field  of  lahoor  there,  the  following  two  extracts  from  Mr.  M^Isaac's 
report  will  be  enough : — 

BftinsH  SAiLona 

« 

"Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Percival,  the  British  Consal,  I  ascertaiDed  that, 

it  the  year  1877-78,  the  number  of  sailors  that  had  reached  the  port  under  the 

Bnttth  flag  bad  been  8746 ;  in  the  year  1878-79,  9980  ;  and  in  the  year  1879-80, 

11.261.    Of  these  a  large  number  would  be  foreigners — probably  more  than  a 

^ :  but  even  with  that  deduction,  the  remainder  represents  a  very  high  figure. 

Thoe  ire  to  be  added  ef  EBglish-speaking  men,  though  not  sailing  imder  the 

«^  flag,  say  ef  Americans,  360 — the  number  given  me  at  the  American 

^'"iralste  for  last  year — and  no  doubt  many  others,  as  I  have  been  aboard  Dutch 

*«Ben  where  the  men  spoke  English  fairly  well,  and  took  tracts  from  me  with 

:  V^t,   The  mumber  o/BritUh  Sups  for  last  year  was  643,  and  for  three  months 

I  ^'^  year  204,  as  against  166  for  the  same  three  months  of  last  year,  showing 

•knsse  of  48  ships  for  the  first  three  months  of  this  year." 

TouNQ  Men  xngagbd  in  Traps. 

"Itii  very  diffionlt  to  arrive  at  any  degree  of  certainty  as  to  their  number. 
Jittered  as  they  are  over  the  town,  and  many  of  them  resident  in  Bordeaux  only 
vt  limited  time ;  but  I  believe  the  number  to  be  about  200. 

"Only  a  small  proportion  of  them,  I  believe,  attend  the  Episcopal  Church ;  and 
^itever  be  the  reasons  that  contribute  to  it,  and  whether  or  not  it  be  only  the 
VK  of  Continental  habits,  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  is  the  fact  that  too  large 
innber  of  them  get  away  from  the  habit  of  church  attendance  altogether." 

The  Committee  occupied  Venice  for  a  time  some  years  ago,  but  they 
vere  not  then  encouraged  to  continue  it  as  one  of  their  stations.  Recently, 
wveTer,  facta  were  submitted  to  them  which  led  them,  taking  action 
Aroogh  the  Presbytery  of  Italy,  to  maJce  trial  of  re-occupying  it.  They 
*^t  I  report  from  that  Presbytery  as  to  the  success  of  the  services  which 
vtre  begun  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  are  appointed  to  end  in  the  be- 
puuogof  June.  If  cause  is  shown  why  it  should  be  re-occupied,  the 
y^n  will  be  a  coring  and  autumnal  one. 

I  fieferenoe  may  here  be  made  to  an  earnest  appeal  by  the  Rev.  T. 

'^^^inpson,  missionary  at  Athens  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Church 

imthern),  and  a  former  student  of  our  Edinburgh  New  CoUege,  on 

1^  of  Scotch  and  English  families  resident  at  the  Piraeus.     The 

i^^nmittee  haye  granted  £25  towards  the   maintenance  of  ordinances 

^Dg  them,  and  the  Colonial  Committee  have  given  a  similar  amount. 

«^  recently,  Mr.  Sampson  reports  that  he  has  found  in  the  town  of  Syra, 

«tbe  iflUnd  of  that  name  in  the  Archipelago,  fifty  Scotch  and  English 

*Wt8  (with  twenty  children)  who  are  anxious  for  a  Presbyterian  minister, 

•«  wbo  offer  the  sum  of  £110  per  annum  towards  his  support 

(^•)  The  Committee  have  all  along  watched  with  interest  the  work  of 

'ir.  M'AH  in  Paris,  so  singularly  blessed  of  God  from  its  commencement, 

^<1  now  80  grown  as  to  cover  the  city  with  a  network  of  mission  stations, 

I  ^  to  speak  of  its  extension  to  other  cities  of  France.    And  they  have 

i  ^ribnted  towards  it,  as  their  limited  funds  allowed.     It  is  known  that 

I  Quniflter  of  this  Church,  Mr.  Dodds,  has  been  for  some  years  the  coad- 
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jutor  of  Mr.  M*  All  in  his  work.  Dariug  the  past  year  Mr.  Greig,  son  of 
our  respected  minister  at  Kinfauns,  and  now  under  trials  for  licence,  bs 
been  engi^ed  in  it,  and  has  been  found  a  most  efficient  labourer  in  tb« 
department  assigned  to  him. 

(5.)  The  scheme  associated  with  the  name  of  Dr.  Hoedemaker,  vho 
addressed  last  General  Assembly,  for  the  erection  at  Amsterdam  of  i 
theological  institution,  was  found,  on  full  inquiry  into  the  whole  caee^t^ 
be  one  deserving  of  whatever  support  and  encoaragement  could  be  givei 
to  it.  In  this  conviction  the  Committee  were  confirmed  by  the  opinio 
of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Wilson  of  the  Barclay  Church,  the  Rev.  R.  Smith 
of  Corsock,  and  Mr.  F.  Brown  Douglas,  who  visited  Amsterdam  in 
autumn,  and  made  inquiry  into  the  proposed  measure. 

Through  their  Secretary  the  Committee  raised  a  limited  sum  (£70)  in 
aid  of  the  scheme.  In  their  efforts  on  its  behalf  they  were  joined  bj 
friends  of  the  Established  and  United  Presbyterian  Churches,  and  the 
united  subscriptions  amount  to  a  considerable  sum.  Dr.  Hoedemaker 
reports  to  us  that  the  institution  has  just  been  opened  with  two  professoca 
Intended  to  stem  the  advancing  tide  of  Rationalism  in  the  Reformed 
Church  of  Holland,  the  Committee  cannot  but  wish  it  all  success. 

(6.)  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  remarkable  evangelistid 
work  of  Dr.  Somerville  in  France,  which  lasted  from  May  till  October. 
Nothing  like  it  has  been  seen  on  the  Continent  in  modem  times.  Tlie 
crowds,  the  interest  in  the  Gospel,  the  perfect  order,  were  alike  remarkabh 
wherever  the  preacher  went  Surely  not  all  the  seed  sown  will  he  lost 
That  cannot  be.  The  only  approach  to  be  found  to  the  success  of  I^^ 
Souierville's  mission  in  France  is  in  his  present  mission  in  Italy.  ^, 
Florence,  Naples,  and  Rome,  large  theatres,  hired  for  the  purpose,  liHt^. 
been  filled  with  calm,  attentive,  and  earnest  audiences  of  all  r&nb  «| 
people,  to  whom  the  simple  gospel,  interestingly  enforced  and  iUustnteV 
seemed  strangely  good  news.  The  good  work  also  brought  brethren^ 
different  bodies  together,  eliciting  a  concert  of  action,  which  maj  k| 
attended  by  lasting  results.  "^ 

In  connection  with  his  work  in  France  the  Committee  had  a  Tom 
interesting  conference  with  Dr.  Somerville  in  the  month  of  Becembtf 
His  address  on  the  occasion  was  published,  and  was  made  the  basis  of  i 
special  appeal  for  various  mission  agencies  in  France,  which  has  produoM 
about  £200.  Valuable  suggestions  contained  in  it  will,  doubtless,  lead  4 
other  good  results.  - 

It  may  be  mentioned  that,  at  the  same  meeting,  the  students  fi 
various  churches  of  the  Continent,  studying  at  the  New  College  or 
United  Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  attended  by  request  and  received 
congratulations  of  the  Committee.     Those  who  have  attended  our 
Hall  are  the  following : — 

MoNS.  Casihir  Van  Oordt,  Reformed  Church,  Franoe. 
MoNs.  Edouarb  Sactteb,  Do. 

SiGNOR  Cesake  Romanazzi,  Free  Italian  Chorch. 
Senor  Manuel  Carrasco,  Spanish  Reformed  Church. 
Herr  Joseph  Szalay,  Hungarian  Do. 

Herr  Frakcis  Kecskemett,    Do.  Do. 

Herr  Francis  A.  Borooskt,  Bohemian  Do. 
Thoumayan  Garabed,  Armenia. 
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(7.)  The  services  for  French-speaking  people  in  Edinburgh  have  been 
malDtained  this  season.  Signer  Vinay,  a  student  from  the  Waldensian 
Villejs,  has  conducted  them.  He  has  been  assiduous  in  the  work  of  visita- 
tion, and  in  ministering  to  French  sailors  visiting  the  port  of  Leith.  The 
Committee  have  given  a  grant  of  £40  towards  his  salary  for  ten  months. 
It  naj  be  mentioned  that  the  service  conducted  in  Glasgow  by  Monsieur 
Monnier  of  the  Free  Church  of  France,  has  been  regularly  attended  by 
itm  80  to  100  French  people. 

i>.)  The  Committee  have  made  the  following  grants  to  Churches  and 
Societies : — 

Frixcb,  Union  or  Evangelical  Churches  and  Evangelical 

Society, £200 

Italy,             Waldensian  Chxtrch  Evangelisation,    .        .        .  200 

Professor  Henderson,  Kome, 100 

Genoa  Harbour  Mission, 20 

Naples            Do.                      20 

^»iizniLAND,  Evangelical  Society,  Geneva,  )  jg^ 
Theological  School,                  j     .        .        .        . 

k»nuM,          Evangelical  Society, 100 

£iiacRO,        Sailors'  iNsmuTE, 10 

''TEDXN,          Evangelisation  (Madame  de  Ramsay),   ...  15 

^^iEs,             Evangelisation, 50 

^'iEBci,                              Do.            25 

The  grant  of  £50  for  Spain  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  Henry  R.  Duncan,  a 
Ittoorer  in  the  field,  and  closely  connected  by  family  ties  with  this 
Ciiiirch. 

The  grants  to  Mr.  M'All's  and  Miss  de  Broen's  missions  have  yet  to  be 

aade. 

'9.)  Intercourse  vnth  Continental  Churches  was  maintained  in  a  more 
fonnal  manner,  by  Deputies  being  sent  to  the  Synod  of  the  Union  of 
Evangelical  Churches  of  France,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Evangel- 
ic^ Society  of  Geneva,  the  Synod  of  the  Free  Church  of  the  Canton  de 
^awi,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Waldensian  Church.  These  Deputies 
»*re— Dr.  Somerville,  Mr.  Buscarlet  of  Lausanne,  Dr.  Thomson  of  Paisley, 
**i  Dr.  Stewart  of  Leghorn. 

■10.)  The  Committee  refer,  in  a  sentence,  to  the  satisfaction  with  which, 
^'H  their  point  of  view,  they  look  forward  to  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the 
^s-Presbyterian  Council  at  Philadelphia.  The  first  Council,  in  our 
VQ  City  in  1877,  sent  our  Continental  brethren  home  cheered  and 
'trengthened.  Those  of  them  who  visit  America  to  attend  the  second 
Cvoncil  will  receive,  we  are  sure,  no  less  encouragement  and  support. 

The  Committee  proceed  to  give  some  information  as  to  their  Stations  on 
^^  Continent.  They  do  not  need  to  do  so  with  any  fulness,  as  the  Record 
Us  kept  the  Church  well  informed  throughout  the  year. 

I.-SANCTIONED  CHARGES  FOR  ENGLISH-SPEAKING 

RESIDENTS  AND  TRAVELLERS. 

Leghorn,   ....        Rev.  Dr.  Stewart. 
Florekce,  .  .        Rev.  J.  R.  Macdougall. 
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Genoa,        .        .        .        , 

Rev.  Donald  Miller. 

Napi.ks, 

Rev.  Ja8.  Gk)RD0N  Gray. 

Lausanne,  .        .        .        . 

Eev.  A.  F.  BuscARLET. 

KiCE,  .... 

Rev.  A.  Burn  Murdoch. 

Pau,    .... 

Rev.  Georoe  Brown. 

Lisbon 

Rev.  Robert  Stewart. 

Leghorn. — Dr.  Stewart  has  been  assisted  daring  the  past  year  by  M;. 
Macphail,  formerly  of  Cypnis,  and  Mr.  Wood,  probationer. 

Despite  occasional  indifferent  health,  Dr.  Stewart  has  devoted  himKH 
unweariedly,  in  addition  to  other  duties,  to  his  Italian  Commentary  on  tk 
Gospels,  which  is  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  promise  completion  at  a» 
distant  period.  The  prayers  of  the  Church  may  well  be  asked  on  bebtt 
of  this  venerable  minister  of  Christ,  that  he  may  be  spared  to  add  tlui 
service  to  the  many  he  has  already  rendered  to  Italy. 

The  services  at  this  Station  are  kept  up  throughoat  the  year,  airf 
have  had  a  forenoon  attendance  of  from  50  to  60.  Occasional  serrioi 
are  held  on  shipboard.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Stewart,  four  achoof 
connected  with  the  Waldensian  Church  are  maintained^  with  an  vren§ 
number  in  attendance  of  from  180  to  200.  Nine-tentha  of  these  ftie  ill 
children  of  Roman  Catholic  parents. 

Florence. — The  average  forenoon  Sabbath  attendance  aA  this  Ststi^ 
in  spring  and  autumn   is  from  80  to  100 ;  in  summer  and  in  wiot 
from  50  to  60.     There  is  a  week-day  service,  with  firom  20  to  30  pres 
The  Lord's  Supper   is   dispensed   monthly.     Mr.  Macdougall  took 
active  interest  in  arranging  Dr.  Somerville's  meetings,  as  he  also  does^l 
a  variety  of  ways,  for  the  evangelisation  of  Italy. 

Genoa. — The  average  forenoon  attendance  on  Sabbath  la  52. 
services  are  held  on  the  Sabbath,  and  three  or  four  daring  the  week 
the  floating  '^  Bethel,''  or  on  ship-board.     A  colporteur  acting  as  Bi^ 
reader    and    evangelist   is  constantly  at  work  among    the  emi — 
harbour  labourers,  .etc. 

Such  is  the  increase  of  shipping  at  Genoa  that  Mr.  Miller  meditate 
the  erection  of  a  larger  and  more  substantial  '^  Bethel."  He  also  intend 
to  add  a  mission  to  soldiers,  6000  or  7000  of  whom  are  always  statioMi 
in  and  around  the  city. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  ta  report,  that  though  Mr.  Miller's  sohed 
&)r  wiping  off  the  debt  on  the  church  buildings  has  fallen  short  of  thM 
aim,  it  has  reduced  it  to  the*  manageable  sum  of  £1100.. 

l^APLBS. — Sixty  is  the  average  forenoon  Sabbath  attendance  at  m 
station.  From  20  to  25  are  present  at  the  week-day  service.  Serriea 
are  held  at  the  ''  Bethel "  twice  on  Sabbath,  and  on  one  week  eveni£§ 
There  are  many  services  besides  on  board-ship. 

The  day-school  (for  Italians),  held  in  our  Church  buildings,  have  si 
attendance  of  100,  and  the  Sabbath -school  of  from  30  to  35.     Tber«  is 
young  ladies'  school,  with  85  pupils,  which  is  under  the  managemcDt  a 
representatives  of  the  English,  Scotch,  and  French  Churchea     La  all  then 
good  works  Mr.  Gray  continues  his  active  interest. 
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LiUSAKNi. — Mr.  Bosoarlet  furnishes  the  following  statistics : — 

Ordinaiy  Sabbath  forenoon  attendance,     .  100  to  150 

Weekly  Prayer-meeting  attendance,          .         .         .         .  15  to    20 

Bible  Claaaes  (Wednesday  and  Thursday),          ...  60  and  29 

Number  of  Commnnicants, 50 

The  Tarioos  local  Christian  agencies,  and  those  for  promoting  mission 
work  &t  a  distance  (as  in  Spain  and  Italy),  have  always  received,  and  con- 
tmoe  to  receive,  valuable  help  from  Mr.  Buscarlet. 

Afler  all  local  expenses  had  been  met  a  sum  of  £117,  8s.  8d.  was 
remitted  to  the  Committee. 

Nici. — ^Mr.  Bum-Murdoch  reports  the  average  Sabbath  forenoon 
tffendance  to  have  been  58,  and  that  of  the  week-day  service  17.  The 
cznber  of  communicants  is  37. 

h  evangelistic  work,  which  has  been  carried  on  steadily  in  the  old 
p  cf  the  town,  our  minister  has  taken  part.  The  sum  of  £255  was 
tmi  by  church-door  collections  and  subscription  book. 

fir.— Services  at  this  station  open  with  October  and  end  with  June, 
ft?  ordinary  Sabbath  forenoon  attendance  has  been  from  50  to  70 ; 
iEtk-day  service  attendance  30.  The  number  of  communicants  is  5<^. 
&tre  are  classes  for  young  men  and  women.  Mission  services  have  been 
andocted  on  Sabbath  evenings  in  a  hall,  the  expenses  connected  with 
ittieh  hare  been  partly  borne  by  the  Scotch  congregation.  The  sum  of 
6^53,  Is.  lid.  has  been  raised  during  the  year,  for  all  purposes. 

Lisbon. — The  services  here  last  through  the  year.  Mr.  Stewart  reports 
^  Sabbath  attendance  to  have  been  from  CO  to  80,  and  at  the  two  week- 
hj  services,  from  12  to  20.     The  communicants  number  47. 

2  Native  Congregations. 
2  Native  Sabbath  Schools. 
5  Week-day  Schools, 

^^  one  ordained  minister,  one  evangelist,  and  five  teachers,  represent 
it  vork  which  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  instrumental  in  fostering. 

tThe  ordination  of  Senhor  Meneses  over  the  native  congregation  which 
rships  in  our  church  was  an  event  of  much  interest.  'No/arvign  CJiurch 
'  bim  apart  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Four  brethren  labouring  in 
t  near  Lisbon,  or  temporarily  there,  met  together  and  laid  their  hands 
^n  bun.    Of  course  Mr.  Stewart  was  one  of  these. 

II._\VINTEIl  STATIONS. 

^ese,  with  their  supply  during  the  past  season,  are  as  follow  : — 

«  (  Mb.  Boglb,  Callander. 

^^^  '        '        '        •      I  Dr.  Main,  Edinburgh. 

Casxi».  i  ^^'  -A-XDERSON,  Polmont. 

^^^        '         '  (  Mr.  Comrus,  Carnoustie. 

Mwrnv*  )  ^^-  Hanna. 

MWTOjiB,     .         .        •      I  Mb.  Anderson,  Polmont. 

(  Mr.  Kilgotjr,  Cockenzie. 
HoHTBBux, .         .        .      <  Mr.  Fergusson,  Leven. 

(  Ma.  Moir,  Aboyne. 
7  B 
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Home. — The  congregation  gathered  slowly  at  first,  bat  by  the  middle  of 
December  it  had  reached  its  usual  size.  The  average  attendance  to 
fully  maintained  throughout.  In  pursuance  of  the  existing  arrangemeo; 
with  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Giffen  of  Edinbm^ 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  season,  was  associated  with  Dr.  M 
The  work  was  carried  on  with  cordial  co-operation. 

Canne& — The  season  opened  with  an  attendance  of  50.  At  iIk 
Communion  in  the  end  of  December  90  sat  down ;  at  the  dispensatioii  d 
tho  Lord's  Supper  in  February  the  communicants  numbered  95.  Tbt 
congregations  were  good  all  through  the  season.  The  sum  of  £121,  Vk 
7d.  has  been  remitted  to  the  Committee.  Both  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr. 
Comrie  express  their  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  station. 

Mbntonb. — Dr.  Hanna  opened  the  services  on  the  30th  No?ember. 
and  continued  his  ministrations  till  the  middle  of  February.  Trial  wai 
made  of  the  suitableness  of  Monsieur  Delapierre's  church,  but  it  mi 
soon  found  that  the  former  place  of  meeting  was  more  convenient  3Ir 
Anderson  reports  the  average  attendance  from  15th  February  tall  end  o 
April  to  have  been  62. 

MoNTREUx. — The  number  of  visitors  to  this  station  was  somevbit 
smaller  than  usual  Still,  by  the  beginning  of  November,  there  was  i 
Sabbath  forenoon  attendance  of  50,  and  later  on  it  reached  as  istfjr 
as  70.  The  congregation  contained  a  considerable  number  of  ean^ 
Christian  people,  by  whom  the  officiating  ministers  felt  themselves  grtflj 
sustained  in  their  Sabbath  work,  and  the  services  of  some  of  whom  e^ 
tributed  largely  to  make  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  a  season  of  refresiiin^ 
to  be  looked  forward  to  with  interest  and  expectation.  The  snmofXK 
has  been  remitted  to  the  Committee. 

The  ministrations  of  the  officiatinff  brethren  at  all  our  Stations  hn 
been  greatly  valued  by  the  congregations,  which  are  of  a  very  v«n« 
character  as  regards  Church  and  nationality,  and  the  brethren  themsektf 
have  had  great  pleasure  in  their  work. 

III.— SUMMER  STATIONS. 
The  ministers  who  officiated  at  these  were  the  following : — 

Aix-les-Bains.    .        .        .      f  Mr.  RiDDELL,  Glasgow. 
*  \  Mr.  Torrakcs,    „ 


'  (  Mr.  Stuart,  Edmbuigh. 

Stettin,      ....        Mr.  Thomson,  Leith. 

The  Committee  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  any  details  in  repA 
to  these  Stations ;  but  as  differing  opinions  are  sometimes  expressed  9S  to 
the  need  for  them,  the  Committee  give  two  testimonies  from  brethren  vbo 
officiated  last  season.  The  first  is  from  Mr.  Watson,  St.  Matthews 
Church,  Glasgow : — 

"1  ahall  never  forget  that  Commnnion  Sabbath  in  Interlakeo.  I  realised,  io 
some  meaaure,  the  communion  of  saints.     After  the  service  was  over  suojr  came 
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fonrsrd  and  expressed  their  gratitude  to  our  Clmrch  for  providing  the  ordinances 
<vf  grace  io  a  foreign  land.  The  experience  of  that  day  convinced  me  of  the 
riiue  of  our  Continental  services,  concerning  which  I  heard  so  much  from  all 
kinds  of  people  in  travelling  abont  from  place  to  place.  My  work  abroad  will 
&lw»ys  have  a  pleasant  place  in  my  memory." 

Mr.  Stalker  of  Kirkcaldy  famishes  the  other  testimony : — 

''Oar  attendances  have  ranged  from  about  thirty  to  over  fifty,  and  have  in- 

Jnded  not  only  members  of  our  own  communion,  but,  in  at  least  equal  numbers, 

|<H)ple  from  England  and  America  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England,  the 

Independent  and  Baptist  Churches,  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  so  forth.     Many 

fA-ugelical  people  of  different  denominations,  when  travelling  abroad,  evidently 

Hike  a  point  of  regularly  frequenting  our  services ;  and  thus  not  only  is  our 

( horch  privileged  to  supply  *  the  brook  in  the  way  *  to  some  of  God's  people, 

vbeo  they  need  it  much,  and  sow  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  on  souls  that  may 

orry  it  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  but  her  existence  and  some  knowledge  of  her 

^rficiples  are  made  widely  known.     Many  have  expressed  to  me  their  thankf ul- 

v«  that  such  opportunities  of  worship,  according  to  their  hearts,  have  been  pro- 

T'M  by  our  Church  in  this  foreign  land ;  and  it  has  been  truly  delightful,  in 

"ttog  with  so  many  Christians  of  different  denominations,  to  feel  how  complete 

.<!ee  oneness  in  mind  and  heart  of  those  who  really  love  the  Lord,  whatever 

Lfir  ecclesiastical  divisions  may  be." 

The  Committee  close  their  Report  with  a  reference  to  the  question  of 
rouDoe.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  balance  at  their  credit  on  30th  March 
ia^t  WIS  £1428,  88.  7d.  The  footnote,  however,  shows  the  true  balance 
to  haTc  heen  only  £858,  8s.  7d. 

With  a  sum  so  limited  in  hand,  and  that,  too,  after  the  collection 
ntade  in  January  last  has  been  almost  wholly  gathered  in,  it  is  plain  that, 
t^>  meet  a  steady  outlay,  greater  or  less  donations  and  legacies  are  much 
needed. 

The  Committee  are  not,  however,  in  anxiety.  They  have  confidence 
in  the  Christian  people  of  our  Church.  They  believe  that  they  realise,  as 
veil  as  themselves,  the  present  opportunity  on  the  Continent,  and  that 
<^  will  not  be  slow  to  furnish,  through  them,  the  resources  which  are 
needfal,  under  God,  to  turn  it  to  account  to  the  praise  of  His  glory,  in 
tiie  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  his  Son. 


A.  G.  YOUNG,    j  '^^^«-^^^^^*^*- 
JAS.  6.  MACKINTOSH,  Secretary, 
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APPEND JX  TO  REPORT  OP  THE  CONTINENTAL  COMJflTTEE. 


VIL 


APPENDIX. 


ABSTRACT  ACCOUNTS  OF  CONTINENTAL  FUND. 


CHARGE. 


1.  Congregational  CollectioDS, 

2.  General  Donations,  . 

3.  Special  Donations,    . 

4.  Legacies, 

5.  Juvenile  Offerings,    . 

6.  Returns  from  Stations, 

7.  Interest  on  Investments, 

8.  Sum  Invested,  uplifted, 

III.  Interest  accrued,  . 


0th  March  1879, 

• 

£333  16   6 

Dg  the  year — 

.     £2062  12 

2 

74  12 

3 

587  17 

6 

674    3 

0 

43  16 

11 

688  15 

1 

83    6 

2 

600    0 

0 

4715    3 

8  10 

•                        •                         • 

• 

£5057  10 

DISCHARGE. 

I.  Stations,  Cost  of,    . 
II.  Grants  to  Foreign  Churches  and  Societies, 

III.  Special  Donations  paid  over,  .... 

IV.  Travelling  Expenses  of  Deputations,  Members  of  Com- 

mittee, and  Presbytery  of  Italy, 
V.  Proportion  of  General  Charges,     .... 
VI.  Annual  Collection  Expenses,  .... 

VII.  Expenses,   Salary   of   Secretary   and  Interim  Secretary, 
Printing  Report,  Advertising,  etc., 
VIII.  Balance  in  favour  of  Committee  for  current  work. 


£2122  6  4 
819    3  1 

360  13  1 

38  6 

83  ? 

37  S 

167  10  l( 

1428  S   ] 


£6057  10 


i 


NOTK.— The  Balance  of  £1428,  8s.  7d.,  includes  £300  of  the  usual  granU  to  Tok'^\ 
Churches,  etc.,  not  voted  till  after  31st  March  ;  also  £270,  Special  Appeal  FunJ,  Fniiio^ 
and  Dr.  Uoedemaker's  Scheme  Fund. 


IFFranU  TO  BBKKT  0?  TB£  COHTUBHTAL  OOUHIITBE. 


SuiEMBNT  Of  RlKITTANOES  TO  AND  RbOBIPTS  VROH  StATlOHa, 

ODRnio  Sbabon  1879-80. 


Duliliig  Local 


I 

i  Florence,  . 

j  t  Some, 

9.  LuuuiM, 
»  MeatoDe,  . 

ii  InterUken, 
lU  Laceme,    . 
|l  Stettin,     . 
fli-Lubon, 
I  It.  iii-lea-Bwni,    . 

C.  CoDitantdnople, 


£181  6  0 

200  0  0 

200  0  0 

190  0  0 

200  0  0 

96  0  0 

120  0  0 


51    7  8 

142  10  0 

61    2  0 

47  10  0 

36    0  0 

300    0  0 

3S    0  0 

21  13  4 


£4  7  0 
GO  0  0 
SO    0    0 


117    8 

69    S  6 

96    0  0 
19  17 

17    2  6 

lis  19  7 

2  17  4 


No.  vin. 


Jm  CfrurtSf  of  Stotlanir. 


FIFTIETH   REPORT 


ON 


FOREIGN    MISSIOIfS 


TO  THE 


GENERAL    ASSEMBLY    OF    THE    FREE 
CHURCH   OF   SCOTLAND. 


MAT   1880. 


EDINBURGH :  THOMAS  AND  ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE, 

PRINTERS  TO  THE  QUEBM,  AND  TO  THE  UNITER8ITT. 

1880. 


CONTENTS. 


PAOB 


CoMinTTBB,  ETC.,  1880-81, 

I.  Admikistration  at  Home, 
1879-80— 
The  Financial  Tear,  . 
ViBitation  of  Congregations, 
Grouping  of  Sabbath-schools, 
Jabilee  Fund, 
Pablications, 
Financial  Results, 
Capital  Funds,  . 
Madras  Christian  College, 
Syria, .... 
Zulolaud,  . 
Lake  Kyassa, 
The  Formula, 
The  Mission  Staff, 
Statistical  Summary  of 
Results,   .        .        •        • 


5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

10 

11 

11 

11 

11 


II.  Eyanoelisatioii  Abboad — 

India. 

1.  Bengal  Missions,  .12 
The  Santal  Mission,    .  .15 

2.  Bombay  Missions,        .  .     15 

3.  Madras  Missions,         .  .19 

4.  Central  India  Missions,  .    21 

5.  Dekhan  Native  Missions,  .    22 


Apbica. 

1.  Rafraria  Miasions,       .  •  ' 
LoTedale  and  Blytbswood 

Institutions,     .       .  -1 

The  Kafir  Churches,     .  .  ? 

2    Natal  Missions,     .        .  •  « 

3.  Lake  Nyassa  Mission,  .  •  I 


Mblavbsxa. 


Aneityum,  • 

Ipari, 

Futuna, 


Stria. 


Lebanon, 

CoHCLDSIOir, 


i 

t 


ni.  Appebdul — 

1.  Madras  Christian  College,  .    1 

2.  Instructions  to  Lake  NrasflA 

Mission  Staff,  . 

3.  Financial  Statements, . 

4.  Tabular  Views,   . 

5.  Abstract  of  Home  Income 

since  the  Disruptioo, 

6.  Delireranoe  of  the  General 

Assembly, 


Committee  on  Jforeign  iHissions— isso-si. 


MINISTBBa 

itcv.  Tbomas  Addis,  Edinburgh. 
M  Thomas  Bain,  Coupar-Angiu. 
.  fl.  W.  Bell,  M.A.,  Aberdeen. 
.    AadfBw  A.  Bonar,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
,  David  Broim,  D.D.,  Aberdeen. 

A.  n.  Campbell,  Markinch. 
,   liines  S.  Candlisb,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
,.  W.  H.  Car^ilaw,  M.A.,  Helensburgh. 

J.  Drammond,  Clackmannan. 
,  Jobn  Fraser,  Brechin. 

Wra.  H.  Goold.  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 

Roliert  Howie,  Govan. 

Jaa.  Hooter,  A.M.,  B.D.,  Lauriston. 

James  Johnston,  Glasgow. 

John  M'Deroiid,  Glasgow. 

Jimes  G.  Macphail,  Edinburgh. 

HiotDas  Main,  DJ),,  Edinburgh. 

Aairew  Melville,  Glasgow. 

A.  Miller,  Buckie. 

J.  Murray  Mitchell,  LL.D.,  Edinr. 
.  Jimea  Morrison,  Urquhart, 
.  Hu?h  Macmillan,  D.D.,  LL.D., 

Greenock. 
.,  Finlajf  Macpherson,  Ijarl)^rt. 
.  George  Philip,  Edinburgh. 
.  0.  Renny,  Wick. 
u  R.  J.  Sandeman,  Edinburgh. 
I.  J.  M.  Sloan,  M.A.,  Glasgow. 
«  Tim.  Smith,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
.  W.  C.  Smith,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
»  D.  Somer>-ille,  M.A.,  Bothesay. 

Jtmes  Stalker,  M.A.,  Kirkcaldy. 
-  William  Stephen,  Kelty. 

B.  R.  Thorn,  Kilmarnock. 

!•  B.  M.  Thornton.  Glasgow. 
-  Waller  R.  Taylor,  Glasgow. 

•  Alexander  Ufquhart,  Glasgow. 

*  Korman  L.  Walker,  Dysart. 
1  James  Wells,  Glasgow. 

i.  Malcolm  White,  Blairgowrie. 
..  J.  H.  Wilson,  M.A.,  Edinburgh. 
-.  Akxander  Whyte,  M.A.,  Edinr. 

(tliaed  Miastonaries  at  home  on  furlough. 


EIiDEBS. 
Mr.  John  M.  Balfour,  W.S.,  Edinr. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bell,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  J.  Bertram,  Cranshaws. 
Mr.  John  Cowan  of  Beeslack. 
Lieut.-Colonel  Davidson,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  John  Drybrough,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Walter  Duncan,  Glasgow. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Fleming,  Edinburgh. 
Dr.  Archibald  Graham,  Edinburgh. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Guise,  Crieff. 
Mr.  William  Henderson,  Aberdeen. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Inglis,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Stair  Kerr,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  William  Kideton,  Glasgow. 
Mr.  G.  Logan,  Kelso. 
Mr.  James  Miller,  Glasgow. 
Mr.  John  Miller  of  Leithen. 
Dr.  John  Moir,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  John  Muir,  Glasgow. 
Captun  R.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  David  Maclagan,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  John  Maclaren,  Edinburgh. 
Dr.  John  Pringle,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  David  Simson,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Robert  Simson,  Edinburgh. 
Dr.  George  Smith,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  John  Stephen,  Govan. 
Mr.  James  Stevenson,  Glasgow. 
Mr.  Henry  Tod,  W.S.,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  James  Wilson,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  William  Wood,  C.A.,  Edinburgh. 
Colonel  A.  G.  Young,  Edinburgh. 


Rev.  Thoiub  Maw,  D.D.,  Convener. 
Dr.  Gborge  Smith,  C.I.E.,  Secretary. 
Mr.  RoBBKT  YoDKO,  Assistant  Secretary. 


OFFICES    OF    THE    FREE    CHURCH. 
16   NORTH    BANK    STREET,    EDINBURGH. 


CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 


PBBSBYTBBIBB. 


Edinburgh^ 

Rev.  Thos.  Smith,  D.D. 

Kirkcaldy, 

,    Rev.  James  Black. 

Linlithgow, 

,,    John  Mackuight. 

Cupar,     . 

W.  Affleck. 

Biggar     and 
PeebleSf 

,,    James  Cooper. 

St,  Andrews,    , 
Meigle,     . 

Alex.  Gregory. 
Arch.  FerffnioL 
John  Hood. 

Dalkeith, 

„    W.  W.  Aitken. 

Forfar,    . 

Haddington,  ett 

;.,     ,,    James  Matthew. 

Dundee,    . 

D.  M.  Ross. 

Dunse,  etc., 

„    John  Fairbairn. 

Brechin,  . 

D.  Rose. 

Kelso, 

„    Alex.  Phimister. 

Arbroath, 

J.  Innes. 

Jedburgh, 

,,    T.  S.  Anderson. 

Fordoun, 

David  SimpaoiL 
H.  W.  BelL 

Selkirk,    . 

„    Wm.  Steven. 

A  berdeen. 

Lockerbie, 
Dumfries, 

,,    A.  W.  Milne. 

Kincardine 
O'Neil, 

:  i  ■• 

Donald  Mickiiy. 

Penpont,  . 

AJford,    . 

W.P.Smith,D.l) 

Stranraer, 

,,    Geo.  Charles. 

Oarioch,  . 

J.  Galloway. 

Wigtoum, 

,,    F.  F.  Anderson. 

Mlon,       , 

John  Mennie. 

Kirkcudbright, 

,,    J.  Robertson. 

Deer, 

Ayr, 

„    Alex.  Adamson. 

Turriff,    . 

James  Simpson 

Irvine, 

„    S.  Spence,  LL.D. 

Fordyce,  . 

C.  W.  BareUy. 

Faialey,    . 

„    Wm.  Omand. 

Strathbogie, 

W.  Bunet. 

Greenock, 

,,    John  J.  Bonar. 

Abernethy, 

Dngald  Shav. 

Hamilton, 

,,    Alex.  Rankin. 

Aberlour, 

Lanark,  . 

,,    Thos.  Ramage. 

Elgin,       . 

John  Allan. 

DumhartKm, 

„    W.  H.  Carslaw. 

Forres,     . 

Adam  RobeitA 

Olaagow,  . 

„    Robt.  Bremner. 

Inverness, 

J.  J.  Black.  IlJl 

Dunoon,  . 

„    Robt  M'Morran. 

Nairn, 

John  Macpbss* 

Inveraray, 

,,    John  Clarke. 

Chanonry, 

Faro.  M'Rit 
A.  R.  Mimrb. 

Kintyre,  . 

„    A.  M'Rae. 

DingvoaU, 

ft 

Itlay, 

,,    James  Pearson. 

Tain, 

91 

J.  M'Donali 

Lorn, 

„    D.  M*Oillivray. 

Dornoch, . 

»» 

John  Macpht^i^ 

MuU, 

„    Nicol  Campbell. 
(     „    Finlay     Mac-    | 

Tongue,   . 

9  t 

James  CTunmnj 
W.R.TavlorJ[^* 

Stirling,   . 

Caithness, 

'  )             pheraon.           \ 

Lochcarron, 

W.  Sinclair. 

Dunblane, 

„    P.  T.  Muirhead. 

Abertarff, 

1 

Dunkeld,  . 

,,    D.  Macpherson. 

Skye  and  Uist, 

1    •' 

John  S.  Ma£.i 

BreadaWane,    , 

„    Alex.  Stewart. 

1 

phaiL 

Perth,       . 

„    A.  Campbell. 
„    D.  Maclaren. 

Lewis, 

• 

Auchierarder, 

Orkney,    . 

• 

Dunfermline,    . 

,,    John  W.  Laurie. 

Shetland, 

ft 

John  D.  Kodt'en 

Kinross,   . 

„    Thos.  GiUison. 

SYNODS. 


A.  Cameron. 
Robert  Smith. 

R.  S.  Macaulay. 
R.  Elder,  D.D. 


Merse  and 

Teviotdale,    . 

Dun\fries, 

Oalloway, 

OUtsgow     and 
Ayr,     . 

Argyll,    . 


t* 


t» 


fi 


Perth  and  ) 
Stirling,        ,  ( 

Fife,        .        . 

Angus  and ) 
MeamSf        .  ( 

Aberdeen, 

Moray,    . 

Ross, 

Sutherland,  etc., 

Olenelg,    . 


Rev.  D.  Maclarv^n. 
A  B.  CarajJ 
Malcolm  \^' 


>> 


ft 

>9 
f> 


H.  W.  BelL 
Doncan  Co!r. 
A.  R.  Monnv 


FIFTIETH  REPORT. 


>iNcs  the  first  Misnion  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  was  founded  in  Gal- 
ciita,  ibis  is  the  fiftieth  Report  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  General 
Asemblj.  The  Foreign  Missions  Committee  was  first  appointed  by  the 
'Jenerd  Assembly  of  1825,  as  a  permanent  organisation  "for  the  pro- 
:^lion  of  the  Gospel  abroad."  But  it  was  not  till  the  13th  of  July 
1^30  that  Alexander  Duff  opened  his  Institution.  The  General 
iambly  of  1831  received  from  Dr.  Inglis  the  first  Annual  Report. 
T:eTear  1879  closes  a  period  in  the  history  of  our  Church's  Missions. 
^3  coincident  with  the  introduction  of  their  Jubilee,  and  with  the 
^tisMTj  of  the  birth  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  their  second  founder  in  Scotland. 

This  Report  deals  with  the  two  separate  departments,  controlled  by  the 
f^-ty  ministers  and  thirty  elders  who  form  the  present  Committee — with 
Aiaioistration  at  home  in  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March  1880, 
nd  with  Evangelisation  abroad,  in  the  calendar  year  1879. 

I.— ADMINISTRATION  AT  HOME,  1879-80. 

The  Finctnctal  Tear  opened  with  a  deficit  of  £1800.  For  the  first  time 
B  the  history  of  our  Missions,  the  income  from  congregations,  the  life  of 
tJie  Church's  missionary  revenue,  instead  of  progressing,  had  decreased. 
TIk  shortcoming  was  much  less  than  that  reported  by  other  missionary 
ciprches  and  societies  in  the  same  year  of  disaster.  But  the  fact  of  its 
txisLence  roused  the  Committee  in  July  last  to  energetic  action.  It  was 
fctennined  (1.)  tbat  each  of  the  1040  congregations  and  stations  should 
,»Tisited,  presbytery  by  presbytery,  if  possible,  during  three  years  ;  and 
4)  that  ail  effort  should  be  made,  with  like  persistence,  to  bring  the 
■W  Sabbath-schools  and  the  young  of  the  Church  into  a  more  intelli- 
^I•t  relation  with  the  Foreign  Missions  office. 

(1.)  The  Presbyteries  of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  set  an  example  to 
tw  whole  Church,  alike  in  the  great  missionary  meetings  which  they 
•'pniscd,  and  in  the  thoroughness  of  the  visitation  which  the  former 
^cially  conducted.  That  of  Hamilton  followed.  Those  of  Tain  and 
wQgwall,  and  parts  of  Kintyre  and  the  West,  were  visited  during  the 
Aaiumn  holidays.  The  preliminary  steps  taken  by  the  Dundee  and  Dun- 
fermlioe  Presbyteries,  suspended  for  the  time  by  the  Sustentation  and 
MJorch  Extension  movements,  will  soon  result  in  action.  Perth  has  begun 
^  mdve.  One-fourth  of  the  congregations  of  the  Church  have  now  been 
'isitd.  Associations,  or  quarterly  collections  to  lend  up  to  Associations, 
^«ve  been  established  in  several,  and  existing  Associations  have  been  in- 
•-nned  and  stimulated.  The  result  began  to  be  seen  in  the  last  quarter, 
*^eQ  the  ordinary  income  from  congregations  so  increased  as  to  raise  the 
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year,  in  this  respect,  £256  above  its  predecessor.  But  the  immediate 
point  at  which  the  Committee  aim  is  £20,000  a  year  from  congr^ 
gations.  Without  that  the  Church  will  continue  to  be  liable  to  iLe 
panic  of  deficit  or  retrenchment,  and  will  fail  to  provide  for  tlul 
spiritual  development  of  its  Missions  for  which  its  members  pray  and ;» 
missionaries  labour.  Were  that  £20,000  doubled,  as  it  will  yetbe,t'« 
sum  would  represent  only  a  penny  a  week  from  each  communic^i 
Even  then  the  Church  would  be  destitute  of  such  a  reserve  fund,  cr 
working  capital,  as  all  other  missionary  agencies  possess.  Bat  that  a.vA 
be  left,  meanwhile,  to  be  created  by  legacies  or  special  donations. 

(2.)  No  organisation  exists  among  our  Sabbath -schools  similar  to  tbc 
congregational  Associations.  The  young  give  lil»erally  and  regularly,  bat 
on  no  system  by  which  they  receive  information  or  their  offerings  are 
made  to  tell  on  the  Church's  foreign  work.  The  many  young  people  (A 
city  congregations  who  receive  Sabbath  instruction  at  home,  and  are  notyei 
members  of  the  ministers*  Bible-classes,  rarely  come  into  contact  with  tbf 
Church's  missionary  work.  What  is  wanted  is  Juvenile  Missioran 
Associations  for  such,  and  the  grouping  of  these  and  the  Sabhatb-schoo't 
in  large  missionary  agencies.  The  Committee  issiied  a  circular  to  e«c! 
of  the  2000  Superintendents,  suggesting  a  plan  of  six  separate  missionii} 
objects  for  offerings  during  the  year.  It  prepared  a  series  of  fiftv  \\\Gtt 
of  our  Indian  and  New  Hebrides  Missions,  for  illustration  by  theoxp 
hydrogen  light,  with  a  descriptive  lecture.  Experience  points  in  tk 
direction  of  grouping  the  schools  and  juvenile  associations  for  missiooi^ 
purposes,  through  the  14  Synods.  A  minister  of  the  Gbitfch  hasalm^ 
suggested  that  the  children  of  each  group  may  thus  provide  for  o«' 
more  missionaries. 

Jubilee  Fund, — Soon  after  the  beginning  of  our  jubilee  period,  tli 
Committee  adopted  Dr.  T.  Smith's  proposal  to  appeal  to  every  meDibl^ 
and  adherent  of  the  Church  to  contribute  at  least  sixpence  to  a  fund  i 
once  of  thanksgiving  to  Ood,  and  for  the  support  and  extension 
native  congregations.  The  November  Commission  of  the  Gene 
Assembly  approved  of  the  scheme,  towards  which  152  congregatiuiis  U' 
already  contributed  £2126,  including  35  donations.  The  Fund  vill 
be  closed  till  the  end  of  the  year  1880,  that  every  congregation  majh 
represented  in  it.  The  object  for  which  the  Committee  ask  tlie  funoi 
approval  of  the  General  Assembly,  is  to  form  what  might  be  calie^ 
in  memory  of  its  first  Missionary,  the  Duff  Sustentation  Fund,  and  b 
strengthen  our  Rural  Missions.  Every  sixpence  subscribed  it  is  propoM 
to  capitalise,  that  the  interest  may  go  to  aid  the  thirty-five  exisiiu 
and  all  future  congregations  under  native  pastors,  to  form  Sustentatid 
Funds  of  their  own,  which  may  grow  in  time,  and  according  b 
varying  circumstances,  into  a  Oeneral  Sustentation  Fund  for  Indic 
Africa,  and  Melanesia.  Towards  the  development  of  the  native  Churcb^ 
as  the  bloom  and  immediate  fruit  of  our  Missions,  the  Committee  ba 
carefully  directed  its  action  throughout  the  year,  and  with  much  succe* 
It  claims  the  prayers  and  the  assistance  of  every  minister  and  member  i 
the  Church  through  this  Jubilee  Fund. 

Puhlicationa, — The  one  essential  preliminary  to  all  the  Committee  < 
action  on  congregations  and  schools  was  Knowledge.  This  it  supplied  by 
the  publication  of  an  illustrated  Hand-book  under  the  title  of  *'  T\'^)' 


FINANCIAL  RESUi.T8.  7 

lean  of  Foreign  Missions."  Besides  a  copy  sent  to  every  Minister  and 
Sabbtth-flchool  Superintendent  in  the  Ghnrch,  the  little  work  has  been 
Ur^h  sold  to  the  public,  and  for  presentation  to  ofSce- bearers,  collectors, 
and  members.  The  book  has  reached  a  fourteenth  edition,  of  a  thousand 
copies  each,  and  it  is  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  Youth  of  the  Church.  A  stereotyped  edition  of  95,000  copies 
of  the  '*  Missionary  Quarterly  Paper"  has  been  regularly  published,  as 
i&iispensable  for  circulation  by  collectors  throughout  the  Church.  The 
&m  two  Missionary  Leaflets  for  Sabbath-schools,  on  the  Lebanon  and  the 
^  DiTSpring,''  have  been  issued  in  many  thousands.  In  these  fifty  years 
oor  Missions  have  grown,  under  Ood's  blessing,  far  beyond  the  long 
iudequate  literary  means  of  putting  the  Church  and  the  country  en 
nppcrt  with  our  foreign  work.  The  Convener  and  the  Secretary  took 
fvt  io  a  conference  with  their  colleagues  and  with  the  Editor  on  the 
•bj€ct  of  the  "  Monthly  Record." 
Of  special  publications  by  our*  Agents,  the  year  has  seen  the  completion 
i  ^  Aoeityumese  Old  Testament,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Inglis,  and  of  the 
tocdition  of  the  *' Pilgrim's  Progress"  illustrated,  a  First  Catechism, 
hiss  and  Hymns,  and  the  Shorter  Catechism  into  the  same  language ; 
tbippearaoce  of  the  first  Chinyanja  Grammar  and  Vocabularies  of  the 
lisfXyassa  tongue,  by  Mr.  A.  Riddel;  Part  I.  of  "African  Papers,"  by 
k.  Stewart  of  Loved  ale ;  an  elaborate  volume  by  Rev.  Dr.  Steel  of 
Sfdoejon  the  New  Hebrides  Mission;  and  ** Sabbath  Mornings  with 
ii  Bombay  Mission,"  by  the  Rev.  R.  Stothert.  Mr.  A.  Campbell  issued 
I  translation  of  the  "Peep  of  Day"  into  Santalee  for  other  missions  as 
fell  as  our  own.  Our  Madras  missionaries  read  valuable  papers  at  the 
iaogalore  Conference,  and  these  are  about  to  appear  in  a  volume.  The 
i«T.  W.  Miller  published  Lectures  to  educated  but  non-Christian  Hindoos 

•  "Some  Elementary  Principles  of  Christianity."  The  Secretary  com- 
ikted  his  Life  of  Dr.  Duff,  and  a  second  (popular)  edition  of  the  Life 
^Dr.  John  Wilson. 

Fmancial  Results. — The  ordinary  home  revenue  of  the  Committee  was 
fo,918,  against  £21,300,  in  the  previous  year.  It  was  legacies  and 
koations,  chiefly  to  an  amount  nearly  double  the  average,  which  con- 
Krted  the  deficit  of  £1800  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  into  a  balance 
^U  at  its  close.  Had  two  vacancies,  at  Calcutta  and  Burnshill,  not 
ikinued,  from  causes  beyond  the  Committee's  control,  the  year  would 
^  shown  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  £400  on  its  ordinary  working, 
irtead  of  a  surplus.  The  total  expenditure  directly  by  the  Com- 
"Htee,  including  the  deficit,  was  £25,504,  in  addition  to  £19,772 
'^oed  abroad  and  controlled  by  its  agents  there.  Adding  the  separate 
QpendicTire  of  £1826  on  the  Livingstonia,  and  £215  (at  home  only)  on 
^  Gordon  Memorial  Mission  in  Africa,  met  from  special  sources,  and 
^nim  of  £4215  administered  by  the  Ladies'  Society  for  promoting  the 
Cbmtian  Education  of  the  Females  of  India  and  South  Africa  in  1879, 
^  total  expenditure  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  on  its  four  Missions 
'fi  India,  Africa,  the  New  Hebrides,  and  Syria,  was  £51,532. 
lb  addition  to  this  the  Colleges  of  the  Free  Church  supply  not  a  few 
iiMnnariea^  and  her  members  chiefly  contribute  a  sum  of  nearly  £3000  a 
?^  (£2854  in  1879)  to  the  sister  Mission  in  China  of  the  Presbyterian 

*  "urch  of  England 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  income  during  the  past  year;  tbedeUili 
of  expenditure  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix : — 

Ordinary  Home  Revenue — 

187940.  IITKS 

From  Associationa, £13,170        ilifT 

From  Church-door  Collections, 1,192  119 

£14,362     mm 

Donations, 1,398  MiO 

Do.,      Special, 677  1.12 

Legacies, 6,792  3.4^ 

Juvenile  OflFerings  (direct) 605  425 

Interest  on  Invested  Capital, 2,0S4  9S^ 

Total  Ordinary  Home  Revenue,     .  £25,918  21.30^ 
In  addition — 

Contributions  to  Livingstonia  Mission,        .  1,386  1,04 

Children's  New- Year  Offering, 615  61 

Contributions  to  ** Bethel"  Village  Fund,    ...  134  31 
Contributions  for  Female  Education  in  India  and  South 

Africa,  raised  by  Ladies'  Society, ....  4,215  3,S^ 

Special  Contributions  sent  direct  to  stations,        .         .  492  4^ 

Scholarships,  etc.,  at  Poona  (Interest  on  investments),  45  ^ 

Contributions  for  Mission  Buildings,    ....  2,048  2.31 

Contributions  to  Missionaries'  Widows'  Fund,     .  1,046  ^ 

Invalided  Missionaries'  Fund, 42  4 

Gordon  Memorial  Mission  (Interest  on  investment),      .  235  ^ 
Contributed  abroad,  viz. : — 

By  Europeans, 3,014  t« 

„   Native  Churches, 963  ^ 

Besides  these  sums  there  were  received — 

Government  Grants-in-aid,        ....  8,567  ^ 

School  Fees, 7,295  ^ 

Total,        .        .    £56,015       £i^V^ 

Capital  Funds, — On  the  close  of  the  year  the  Invalided  Mis&onan^ 
Fund  was  re-constituted,  as  from  1st  April  1880,  by  the  addition  i 
£14,000  to  its  small  capital,  or  half  the  sum  gifted  by  the  late  Ur^ 
Smith  of  Bronghty-Ferry.  The  Building  Fund  having  been  allowed 
fall  below  the  sum  of  £10,000,  wisely  fixed  by  Dr.  Duff  as  the  miDiinr 
capital  for  the  somewhat  heavy  municipal  taxes  and  repairs  of 
mission  property,  especially  in  India,  a  legacy  of  £2000,  with  rest 
was  added  to  it,  and  further  legacies  and  donations  are  invited.  Co 
subject  of  the  Missionaries'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  the  Conmoit 
have  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  that  they  formally  resolt 
'^  in  the  first  place,  to  enter  into  communication  with  the  Free  Cbara 
Ministers'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  with  the  view  of  having  ■ 
foreign  missionaries  placed  on  that  Fund,  leaving  for  further  and  e^ 
consideration  the  question  as  to  securing  for  the  widows  and  dangbti 
of  our  missionaries  the  benefits  to  be  provided  by  the  Scheme  of  Mr.  ^ 
6.  Macqueen  Mackintosh."  Owing  to  the  periodical  valoation  of  to 
Ministers'  Fund,  the  Trustees'  memorandum  was  received  at  too  lat^ 
date  for  careful  consideration,  and  it  is  expressly  of  an  interim  cban<^tei 
The  Committee  entertains  doubts  whether  the  terms  suggested  io  tfli 
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r<e!i]orandam,  especially  the  future  foreigD  annual  rates,  as  the  con- 
iitratioD  for  admitting  the  missionaries  to  the  existing  Fund,  are  not  too 
i:£rh,  but  they  take  the  liherty  of  craving  from  the  General  Assembly 
"jwer  to  treat  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund, 
nd,  if  thought  desirable,  to  come  to  an  arrangement  with  them.  The 
Committee  is  decided  as  to  the  benefit  to  the  missionaries  of  adopting 
'Ir.  Mackintosh's  Scheme.  But  one  g^eat  obstacle  to  the  Foreign 
lissions  Committee  taking  advantage  of  it  was,  that  the  Funds  at  its 
li^posal  seemed  inadequate  to  secure  the  benefit  for  al)  the  missionariep. 
t  tnists  that,  in  any  case,  that  gentleman  will  not  abate  his  generous 
ff)rt8  for  the  adoption  of  his  Scheme  by  the  number  of  congregations 
^f^^^'^sMLTj  to  give  it  actuarial  existence.  It  hopes  that  it  may  be 
iBtborised  to  make  use  of  any  funds  remaining  in  its  hands  to  secure 
iie  benefits  of  his  Scheme,  or  to  consider  any  other  suggestions  as  to  the 
best  admiDistration  of  the  funds  in  hand. 

The  aim  of  the  Committee  in  dealing  with  these  three  important  Funds 
itogive  them  such  stability  that,  while  our  few  invalided  missionaries, 
v^isvs,  and  orphans  are  justly,  and  as  soon  as  possible  generously,  pro- 

^M  for,  and  while  the  demands  for  mission  buildings,  new  and  old,  are 
iTsjmet,  the  whole  current  oflferings  of  the  Church  every  year  shall  be 
Moled  to  its  purely  spiritual  and  fruitful  work  abroad, — to  the  founda- 
t^inand  extension  of  living  churches,  and  to  the  consolidation  and  efficiency 
'•^Christian  colleges  and  schools  already  largely  supported  by  the  local 
|«blic,  who  know  their  value  alike  to  the  growing  community  of  Native 
Christians  and  to  the  disintegrating  masses  of  Brahman  ism,  Parseeism, 
>Ad  Mohammedanism. 

Madras  Christian  College. — To  no  question,  next  to  that  of  the  Native 

Charch,  has  the  Committee  devoted  more  attention  during  the  year  than 

^  the  development  of  the  Madras  Institution  into  the  United  Christian 

College,  as  again  referred  to  it  by  last  General  Assembly.     Increased 

^jency  was  given  to  the  question  by  the  action  of  the  local  Government 

^  educing  the   annual  grant-in-aid  to  the  College   by  no   less  than 

M.2847,  avowedly  because  of  financial  difficulties.     The  grants  to  our 

Vtfiotia  schools  were  also  diminished.     The  Committee  represented  to  the 

feretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council,  that  the  reduction  in  the  case  of 

■«  College  was  disproportionately  severe,  and  its  letter  has  been  sent  out 

V  ibe  Governor  in  Council  at  Madras  for  report     The  Committee  has 

i^anwbile  abstained  from  taking  action  in  order  to  secure  the  carrying 

t'itofBome  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  Education  Despatch 

^;  1854,  because   a  general  "  Committee  on  Education  in  India,"  of 

efferent  Churches  and   Societies,   has  been   formed   for   that  purpose, 

»r"l  on  that  it  is  represented  by  several  members.     That  Committee  had 

J^^«7  satisfactory  interview,  before  his  departure  for  India,  with  the 

"wqnis  of  Ripon,  the  new  Viceroy  and  Governor-General,  who  when 

^cretary  of  State  for  India,  wrote  the  despatch  of  9th  March  1866  to  Sir 

'  "hn  Lawrence,   enforcing  justice  to  missionary  and    non-Government 

J^boola  and  colleges.     Our  special  Committee  on   the  subject  of  the 

f'ited  Christian  College  has  had  frequent  conferences  with  that  of  the 

published  Church  of  Scotland,  in  Joint-Committee.    The  representatives 

J!;  the  two  Churches,  both  the  Missionaries  in  Madras  and  the  Joints 

^^^miltee  in  Edinburgh,  came  unanimously  to  the  resolutions  regarding 
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the  details  of  united  action,  which  will  be  found  in  Appendix  I.     These 
resolutions,  involving  a  financial  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Free  Gbnrcl] 
of  £900  a  year,  were  adopted  by  this  Foreign  Missions  Committee.    The 
Acting  Committee  of  the  Etttablished  Church,  however,  has  referred  tbf 
whole  matter  to  its  General  Assembly,  '^  without  giving  any  decision  <« 
the  present  position  of  the  Scheme."   This  Committee  has  spared  no  t&n 
to  prosecute  to  a  successful  issue  the  negotiations  again  committed  ton 
by  the  last  General  Assembly.     The  Church  Missionary  and  Wesleja 
Societies  have  continued  to  share  with  it  the  conviction  of  the  importance 
of  the  united  enterprise,  alike  to  the  rapidly  increasing  Native  Ghristiu 
communities   of  Southern  India  and  to  educated  Hindoos  and  Noham- 
medans.     At  the  Bangalore  Christian  Conference,  held  during  the  put 
year,  representatives  of  all  the  Evangelical   Churches  emphasised  tbii 
view.     We  continue  to  hope  that  both  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland 
and  the  London  Missionary  Society,  to  which  the  matter  has  again  bees 
represented,  will  see  their  way  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  desire  which 
they  have  expressed  to  share  in  this  Christ-like  co-operation. 

Syria, —  The  resignation  of  the  Rev.  John  Rae,  and  the  relation  of  the 
congregation  formed  by  him  at  Shweir,  in  the  Lebanon,  to  the  policy  of 
our  brethren  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Church  there,  led  the  &«»• 
mittee,  after  much  anxious  consideration,  to  resolve  to  revert  to  tiie 
instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1874,  from  which,  throogi 
pecuniary  difiGcu  I  ties,  the  Lebanon  Schools  Society  had  led  it  to  deput 
That  catholic  Society  "  appeals  to  the  widespread  and  varied  constitn^i? 
of  different  denominations  by  whom   the   schools  have  hitherto  tes 
upheld."     It  does  not  "  desire  to  plant  or  foster  a  branch  or  representaM 
of  any  particular  Scottish  denomination,  but  rather  to  endeavour  toUi^ 
up  into  one  Syrian  Evangelical  Church  those  who  may  be  won  toCfari^ 
The  Foreign  Missions  Committee  is  no  less  anxious  than  ever  it  was  to 
continue  to  aid  in  this  catholic  attempt  to  evangelise  Syria  so  far  a£  tbft 
growing  necessities  of  our  own  missions  will  warrant  such  aid.    Id  cob* 
formity  with  the  plan  under  which  Drs.  Duff  and  Lumsden  hegan  tk 
co-operation,  the  Committee  and  the  Society  have  accordingly  agreed  c« 
the  following  arrangement, — the  Committee  to  pay  for  five  years  hall 
the   salary   of  the   medical   missionary,   Dr.  Carslaw,   who  has  becon* 
the  Society's  full  agent,  and  to  contribute,  for  the  same  period,  ^l*'" 
towards  the  annual  salary  of  an  ordained  missionary  of  whom  the  Free 
Church  may  approve.     The  Society  is  now  seeking  such  a  missiopaiT, 
and  the  Committee  commends  the  joint  cause  to  the  students  and  mioisteif 
of  the  Church. 

Zululand. — As  in  a  former  year  war  arrested  missionary  operations  «t 
our  Kafrarian  station  of  Blythswood,  it  last  year  stopped  the  growing 
prosperity  of  the  Gordon  Memorial  Mission  on  the  borders  of  Znlulaiw. 
and  affected  our  two  other  Natal  Missions.  On  the  representation  of  tt* 
Convener  and  other  members  of  the  Committee,  the  November  Ccfr 
mission  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  a  resolution  condemning  tw 
political  arrangements  in  Zululand,  after  the  war,  as  likely  to  be  m"^ 
obstructive  to  missionary  work  than  the  rule  of  the  independent  king 
The  Commission  asked  the  Government  to  see  that  the  obstructions  fff^^ 
removed,  but  the  year  closed  without  any  improvement  At  Gordon,  «* 
at  other  stations  through  some  of  the  Kafir  wars,  our  miaionaries  re- 
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icaiDed  at  their  posts,  caring  for  the  conyerts,  protecting  as  far  as  possible 
the  property,  and  themselves  shielded  bj  Him  whose  servants  they  are. 

Lake  Nyassa, — The  Livingstonia  Sub-Committee  and  the  Foreign 
Missions  Committee  again  unanimously  renewed  those  early  instructions 
u  to  the  relation  of  the  Mission  to  the  natives  of  the  Nyassa  region,  and 
to  the  slave-trade,  which,  under  God,  have  given  it  now  five  years  of 
peaceful  and  beneficent  progress.  Dr.  Laws  was  asked  to  report  on 
ibese  instructions,  in  the  light  of  past  experience.  They  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  II.  The  event  of  the  year  1879  was  the  successful  ex- 
ploration by  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  C.E.,  under  the  Committee's  instructions, 
of  the  north-west  end  of  Nyassa,  and  of  the  fine  country  between  it  and 
TjiQganjika.  Mr.  Stewart  has  thus  done  a  great  service  alike  to  the 
F:re('hurch,  to  the  London  Missionary  Society,  and  to  the  cause  of 
ici'^nce.  Dr.  Laws  and  he  have  been  instructed  to  complete  their  exploring 
tctk,  began  by  Mr.  Young,  R.N.,  and  Dr.  Stewart,  by  a  survey  of  the 
vnb-tast  end  of  the  lake  and  the  Livingstone  plateau,  with  the  hope 
^a  suitable  missionary  sanitarium  may  be  formed  there.  The  Living- 
Mi*  Central  African  Company  continued  its  useful  work  throughout 
^fjear,  under  the  Messrs.  J.  and  F.  Moir,  relieving  the  Mission  of 
^'ar  cares,  acting  as  a  pioneer  for  its  agents,  and  doing  much  to 
flkitnte  a  Christian  commerce  for  the  horrors  of  the  slave-traffic. 

Tht  Formula. — This  question,  of  vital  interest  to  the  development  of 
■II  the  Presbyterian  Native  Churches,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  by 
tbe  Glasguw  Assembly  of  1878.  It  has  since  been,  and  still  is,  under 
fectMgion  with  the  representatives  of  the  other  two  Churches  in  a 
fjint- Committee. 

7^  Mission  Staff, — The  only  death  which  we  are  this  year  called  to 
^rd  is  that  of  the  Rev.  P.  K.  Chatterjea,  ordained  missionary  in  charge 
^  ''hinsurah,  Bengal,  after  nearly  forty  years  of  faithful  service.  The 
o^Y.  Kedar  Nath  De,  a  Licentiate  and  first  convert  of  the  Chinsurah 
"i^sioD,  was  solemnly  ordained  as  his  successor  in  charge  of  the  Institution 
tt'i  the  Native  Church.  Miss  Waterston,  L.M.,  entered  upon  her  duties 
|t  liiv^ingstonia.  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  M.A.,  returned  to  his  station  at 
•«^^ale.  Mr.  Whitton  left  at  the  close  of  the  year  for  Nagpore,  whence 
«  Rev.  J.  G.  Cooper  has  since  returned  on  sick  leave.  The  missionaries 
•J'une  on  medical  certificate  throughout  the  year,  were  the  Revs.  W.  C. 
W  K.  Stothert,  and  A.  Todd.  The  Rev.  Charles  Cooper  was  on 
^rngh  from  Madras,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Neilson  from  Ipari,  New 
*?t>rides.  Mr.  Neilson  has  been  able  to  render  valuable  service  to  the 
■Ksionary  canse  throughout  the  country  by  his  addresses.  He  will 
'*tQm  to  his  station  after  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  by  way  of  America, 
^^r«  to  stir  up  the  Churches.  Mr.  James  Stewart,  C.E.,  was  added  to 
**?  permanent  stafl*  of  the  Nyassa  Mission.  Steps  were  taken  to  fill  up 
^  vacancy  in  South  Africa  caused  by  Mr.  Macleod^s  death,  and  we  trust 
^t  an  oidained  missionary  will  be  sent  out.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Murray 
**tchell  contemplate  a  two  years'  missionary  tour  in  India,  after  the 
*«iiri|»  of  the  Philadelphia  Council,  for  work  chiefly  among  the  educated 
*«ive8  and  their  wives,  and  the  native  Churches.  The  Committee 
'O-Btnendg  them  to  the  grace  of  God. 

^aiisiicdl  Summary  of  Results. — The  spiritual  fruit  of  the  past  year, 
^  >ar  as  figures  may  estimate  or  express  it,  gives  renewed  and   most 
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gracious  reasons  for  gratitude  to  Ood,  and  for  still  more  earnest  prayer 
for  the  outpouring  of  His  Spirit  on  the  Missionaries  and  the  Native 
Churches,  Colleges,  and  Schools. 

1870. 

Adults  baptized  or  admitted  od  profession,  .....  ^' 

Children  baptized,      ..........  ^T 

Students  and  Scholars  in  6  Colleges  and  194  Schools  (of  whom  413  are 

University  under-graduates),       .......       IV^ 

Native  Christian  Contributions,  .         .         .  £979  11     0 

„         Fees, 7295     0     2 

£8274  11  ! 

CommunicaDts  in  35  Congregations,   .......         '^^ 

Stations — Principal,   ..........      25 

Branch, 102 

—  12- 

Ordained  Missionaries — European  (their  wives,  36),     ...       36 

Native, 10 

—  46 

Licensed  Native  Preachers, .  9 

Medical  Missionaries  (not  ordained) — European  (1  lady),     .         .        4 

Native,     ....        3 

—  7 
Missionary  Teachers — European,  Male .9 

Female  (excluding  Wives  and  Zenana  Agents),        11 

—  20 

Native  (a  few  East  Indian)  Teachers — ^Male,       ....     148 

Female,  ....       91 

2.1S 

European  Evangelists  and  Artisans,    ......  20 

Native  Catechists,  Scripture  Readers,  Colporteurs,  etc.,       .         .  9i 

Bible-women  (India), 17 

Total  number  of  Christian  Agents,        .....  — ^^ 


IL— EVANGELISATION  ABROAD,  1879. 

INDIA. 

1. — Bengal  Missions,  founded  in  1830. 

Catetttta.— -Rev.  William  C.  Fyfe  (on  sick  leave);  Kenneth  S.  Mscdonilil 
M.A. ;  John  Hector,  M.A. ;  Roderick  N.  Macdonald,  M.A.;  Gooroo  Du  M»itn 
Ordained  Missionaries. 

Chinsurah. — Rev.  P.  K.  Chatterjea  (since  deceased) ;  and  Kedar  Nstb  IV 
Ordained  Missionaries. 

Mahanad. — Rev.  J.  Bhattacharjya,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Ba/Mibaria, — Rev.  P.  £L  Bannerjea,  Licentiate. 

Culna, — Rev.  B.  N.  B^  (ordination  sanctioned). 

Santal  Country. — Br.  Byer,  Medical  Missionary;  Mr.  Andrew  Camp)*<» 
Evangelist  (preparing  for  ordination) ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Stevenson,  Teacher. 

Misnons  cotulucted  by  Free  CJiurch  Native  Miniaters  at  their  own  or  nof^ 
charges.— I,  Rev.  S.  A.  Baniel  (Ordained),  Tamul  and  Telugoo  Choich,  Calcntul 
2.  Rev.  S.  C.  Bannerjea  (Licentiate),  Simla  and  Calcutta ;  3.  Rev.  P.  0.  B<H 
(Licentiate),  Calcutte;  4.  Rev.  M.  N.  Bose  (Licentiate),  Gopalguoge.  Ewterfl 
Bengal ;  5.  Rev.  Lai  Behari  Bay  (Ordained),  aasista  in  the  services  of  tb^ 
Chinsurah  congregation. 
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Id  1879  our  Missions  among  the  sixty  millions  of  Hindoos,  Moham- 
medans, and  demon- worshipping  aborigines  of  the  great  Gangetic  delta, 
were  conducted  at  16  separate   stations,  on  or  close  to  the  densely- 
^>pled  banks  of  the  Hoogbly,  by  the  missionaries  mentioned  above, 
and  by  71  Christian  agents  beside&     Prominent  in  the  work,  since  its 
fn'inriation  half  a  century  ago,  have  been  the  evangelising  Institutions, 
or  colletres  and  schools,  of  Calcutta  and  Chinsurah.     But  the  growth 
T'f  the  Mission  under  the  agents  converted  and  trained  in  these  schools 
i>i  the  catechumens,  has   led   to   a   still   more   extensive   development 
cf  niral  and  purely   vernacular  preaching   and  teaching   among   the 
Hindoo  peasantry  and  the  Santal  aborigines,  while  a  Medical  Mission 
liad  been  created  for   the  latter.     At  all   the  stations  the  Agents  of 
tlf  Ladies'  Society  train  female  teachers  and  wives  for  the  prosperous 
S.vtiTe  Christian  community,  and  work  among  the  Hindoo  ladies  confined 
'"  the  Zananas.     A  notable  peculiarity  of  the  Bengal  Mission  is  this, 
t^t  the  Calcutta  congregation  of  Free  Churchmen  have  long  supported 
'•^rii  directed  the  rural  Missions,  contributing  to  them  upwards  of  £800  a 
ys    These  Missions  cost  £1623  in  1879,  apart  from  the  aid  given  by 
>  Ladies'  Society,  and   the    balance   was   met   by  grants   from   the 
u'istian  Vernacular  Education  Society,  and  from  Government. 

The  Free  Church  Institutions  and  Schools, — Of  the  Calcutta  Institution, 

V  >ich  was  conducted  by  a  sadly  weakened  staff  until  the  Rev.  J.  Bobert- 
sia's  return,  the  Rev.  K.  S.  Macdonald  reports  that  993  students  and 
jpipila  were  taught  during  1879,  of  whom  128  were  under-graduates 
^  the  University.  One  of  these.  Soorendra  N.  Barut,  the  first  prize- 
oiio  of  his  year,  was  baptized.  Though  his  father  was  present  on  the 
'clemn  occasion,  the  young  convert  has  ever  since  been  kept  from  all 
Mamnnication  with  the  Mission.     Mr.  Macdonald  writes: — 

"We  have,  however,  sangaine  hopes  that  we  shall  see  Soorendra  yet  among  us 

V  oDe  of  na,  however  long  he  may  be  kept  from  us  by  the  wiles  of  Satan  and 

tl:<}  machiiuttiona  of  men.     We  are  the  more  encouraged  in  this  hope  by  the  bap- 

Xm  of  the  Brahman,  Bisheswar  Roy.      He  writes  of  himself: — *My  father,  a 

^?)ted  idolater  and  full  of  superstition,  sent  me  first  to  the  General  Assembly's 

Isititiition,  Calcutta,  and  thence  to  Lord  Auckland's  school  at  Barrackpore.  .  .  . 

Hiring  studied  up  as  far  as  the  first  class  of  the  said  school,  I  intended  to  prose- 

Te  my  studies  further,  and  accordingly  I  asked  my  father's  permission  to  enter 

^  Free  Church  Institution,  Calcutta.    But  he  would  not  consent  to  my  entering 

*  Missionary  School,  because  he  was  apprehensive  of  my  being  baptized,  and  of 

closing  me  for  ever.     However,  after  great  difficulty,  I  succeeded  in  making 

-mcoDsent  to  my  entering  the  said  Institution.      In  this  Institution  I  studied 

>v>Qt  three  years,  under  Dr.  Duff  and  Dr.  Ewart,  the  then  learned  missionaries 

'**<icM  to  the  Institution,  under  whom  I  received  all  available  instruction  in 

"^  nature  and  Spiritual  knowledge.'     For  many  years  he,  however,  resisted  its 

I'^cr,  bat  at  last  the  truth  prevailed.     Other  similar  cases  are  reported  from 

^oui  to  time  for  our  encouragement,  in  connection  with  our  late  students  baptized 

^ti>  other  Missions.     In  addition  to  the  work  done  in  the  class-rooms,  and  at  the 

^%  assemblies  of  the  students  for  morning  prayers,  we  have  had,  regularly 

■•mng  the  whole  year,  evangelistic  services  every  Sunday  evening  in  the  large 

^  of  the  Institution,  at  which  Mr.  S.  C.  Mookerjea  has  greatly  helped  by  his 

'  yinos,  snug  to  his  own  Hindoo  music.     The  numbers  attending  have  kept  won- 

'■Knlly  well  up ;  and  the  regularity  with  which  the  same  parties  attend,  and  the 

''>*^«'ntioii  they  give  there,  are  very  encouraging.      On  the  12th  of  August  we 

'  -sQiQtnced  open-air  services  in  Beadon  Square,  in  the  heart  of  the  native  popula- 

-  1 ;  and  these  were  continued  without  interruption  till  the  opening  of  the  new 
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session  in  the  middle  of  January,  when  it  was  found  that  our  strength  and  tin 
would  not  allow  of  our  keeping  them  up  with  the  same  regularity.  We  regp 
this  the  more  as  there  is  no  field  of  labour  more  encouraging  to  a  missionvy  i 
Bengal  than  this  open-air  preaching  to  the  English-speaking  natives  of  Calcotu 

In  the  Gbinsurab  Institution  374  were  enrolled  during  1879,  and?A 
were  under  instruction  every  month.  Four  students  passed  intoik 
University.  The  Bengal  Committee,  who  inspect  the  niral  schools,  report 
thus  of  Chinsurah,  and  all  the  stations  except  the  Santal : — 

'*The  great  object  of  the  Institution,  viz.,  to  impress  upon  the  hearts  of  tb 
pupils  the  truths  of  the  everlasting  Gospel,  is  ever  kept  in  view.  In  additioo  t 
the  study  of  the  Bible  and  Dr.  M.  Mitchell's  Letters  to  Indian  rotdh^  in  the  tin 
daily  set  apart  for  religious  instruction,  an  address  on  some  practical  Christii 
theme  is  given  to  the  assembled  pupils  in  the  school  hall  on  Saturdays.  Tbi 
short  service  is  an  appropriate  close  to  the  week's  labours,  and  the  scholai 
appreciate  such  a  service,  and  prove  quiet  and  attentive  listeners. 

*'  In  all,  2304  pupils  passed  through  the  schools  in  1879.  Of  these,  19S1  vfi 
boys,  692  of  whom  were  Anglo- Vernacular  pupils,  and  1289  VernacuUr.  Hi 
remaining  323  were  girls.  With  regard  to  the  schools  for  boys,  the  funds  fc 
which  are  nearly  all  raised  in  India,  the  Ck)mmittee  have  for  some  time  feh  Uu 
it  was  impossible,  with  the  money  at  their  disposal,  to  keep  up  so  many  io  tba 
high  state  of  efficiency,  alike  as  regards  secular  and  religious  teaching,  in  vhic 
they  desire  that  all  their  schools  should  be.  They  have  accordingly  res^>Ived  t 
reduce  considerably  the  number  of  Vernacular  schools,  and  to  devote  the  mr>D^ 
thus  saved  to  strengthening  the  Anglo-Vernaculars.  An  improved  stiff  i 
teachers,  with  additional  Christian  teachers,  will,  so  far  as  funds  may  sllov,  k 
secured  ;  and  the  Committee  thus  hope  to  see  these  Anglo- Vernacular  schooiiit 
once  truly  missionary  in  their  character,  and  able  to  hold  their  own  agaiiut  ^ 
non-Christian  rival  schools,  with  which  they  have  now-a-days  to  contend." 

The  Native  Churches, — ^The  Foreign  Missions  Committee  havings 
solved  that  the  members  of  the  Bengalee  Church  in  Calcutta,  who  resik 
at  Culna,  shall  form  a  regular  congregation  under  the  Bey.  B.  N.  De,ii 
their  ordained  pastor,  the  number  of  Bengalee  churches  in  Bengiilii 
returned  as  5,  besides  the  Santalee  or  Hindee  church  at  Pachumba.  Tw 
purely  Bengalee  Christian  community  (resident)  was  466  strong,  of  wW 
114  were  communicants.  The  fluctuating  character  of  the  membeifinj 
is  seen  from  the  fact  that  no  fewer  than  40  removed  to  other  statioo^  H 
1879,  gathered  from  all  castes  and  stations,  but  chiefly  the  higher.  Thl 
converts  of  our  English  Educational  Mission  continue  to  be  what  thi^ 
have  ever  been  since,  in  1830,  Dr.  Du£f  laid  his  plans  for  destroTJo^ 
Hindooism  in  its  citadel — educated  and  influential  men,  who,  in  tb 
service  of  all  the  other  Evangelical  Missions  and  of  Government,  becool 
scattered  over  Northern  India.  Wherever  they  go,  they  are  gencwW 
centres  of  light,  and  have  often  been  founders  of  churches.  Our  cor.gw 
gation  of  English-speaking  natives  will  thus  always  differ  from  the 
homogeneous  but  less  missionary  churches  of  Santals,  Eols,  and  sin*]^! 
vernacular  peasants.  But  it  is  the  more  desirable,  on  this  account,  ti 
such  educated  congregations,  however  fluctuating,  should  prove  moiiel 
their  less  instructed  brethren  in  their  spiritual  organisation  and  agg 
vitality.  To  this,  at  all  the  principal  stations,  the  Foreign  Missions  0 
miltee  is  carefully  attending. 

Of  the  Evangelistic  work  done  by  itinerating  from  all  the  stations,  tl 
Bengal  Committee  report  hopefully.   Mahauad  may  be  taken  as  an  iHu^^i 
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tioDof  what  is  still  being  accomplished  under  the  oldest  surviving  convert 
in  the  Musion,  the  Bev.  J.  Bhattacharjya,  now  sixij  years  of  age : — 

"He  work  amongst  the  adult  population  of  the  district  in  the  way  of  open- 
lir  presching,  house-to-house  visitation,  the  sale  of  Bibles  and  Scripture  portions, 
ete^  WIS  Tigoroasly  carried  on  daring  the  year  by  the  Evangelists  specially  set 
^art  for  it»  aod  the  other  agents  of  the  Mission.  These  labours  have  led  many 
to  aTow  their  coovietion,  even  in  the  presence  of  their  friends  and  neighbours, 
q{  the  troth  of  Christianity.  The  number  in  full  communion  with  the  Church 
u  oov  25.  No  fewer  than  1285  pupils  received  instruction  in  our  Mahanad 
yimoD  Schools  during  the  past  year,  170  of  whom  were  girls.  The  schools 
esbnce  2  Anglo- Vernacular,  5  Vernacular,  14  Patshalas,  8  Night  Adult  Schools, 
5Girk'  Schools,  and  3  Zenana  Schools,  37  in  aU.  Four  candidates  were  sent  to 
lb  Caicatta  University  Entrance  Examination,  one  to  the  Minor  Scholarship 
Eiamiitatioo,  five  to  the  Vernacular  Scholarship,  and  nine  to  the  Intermediate 
EximiBAtion.  The  candidates  for  the  last  are  from  the  PatshctlaSp  which  have 
Wa  railed  a  step,  and  are  no  longer  classed  as  primary  schools." 

Tk  Santal  Mission. — After  some  years  of  pioneering,  and  without  the 

sdof  an  ordained  Missionary  nearer  than  Caicatta,  two  hundred  miles 

*n,  our  Santal  Mission  has  blossomed  and  fruited  into  a  vigorous 

ckdi  at  Pachnmba,  with  two  branch  stations  thirty  miles  to  north  and 

■si  of  it,  at  Chukye,  planted  by  Dr.  Dyer,  and  Toondee,  by  Mr. 

bapbell.     The  medical,  the  evangelistic,  and  the  educational  work,  the 

bttQDderMr.  W.  H.  Stevenson,  in  Santalee,  Hindee,  and  Bengalee,  are 

tttendiDg  along  lines  which  converge  in  the  one  point  of  a  living  church. 

Il  lias  nearly  doubled  since  Dr.  Dyer  wrote  this  report : — 

"The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  in  April  and  October. 
^athe  communion  roll  was  examined  and  aiijusted  at  the  latter  date,  it  was 
koad  that  the  names  of  fifty-nine  persons  were  entitled  to  stand  thereon.  At  a 
■eedflgof  the  Presbytery  of  Calcutta  on  the  24th  of  March  1879,  it  was  agreed 
bfonn  the  adherents  and  memhers  of  the  church  into  a  congregation  as  a  preach- 
H  itatioD,  and  to  ordain  the  three  European  missionaries  as  elders,  and  establish 
I  kirk-session  for  local  discipline.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  it  was  agreed  that 
Ik  ReT.  W.  Milne,  Wellesley  Square  Church,  *  be  moderator  of  the  Pacbumba  kirk- 
iBBioo  for  the  next  twelve  months.'  Thus  another  step  has  been  taken  in  the 
'^■Kklidation  and  strengthening  of  the  infant  church  which  exists  in  connection 
^  this  Mission.     The  church  received  a  very  valuable  gift  in  the  shape  of  a 

SQoion  service  and  baptismal  font,  '  presented  by  the  young  people  of  Barclay 
h,  Edinburgh.'  At  a  gathering  of  the  Christians,  the  gifts  were  displayed, 
^ing  much  wonder  among  our  people,  who  are  deeply  touched  by  the  kindness 
w  shown  towards  them." 

2.  Bombay  Missions,  transferred  to  General  Assembly  in  1835. 

Bcmhaif  City, — Rev.  R.  Stothert,  M.A.  (on  sick  leave);  D.  Mackichan,  M.A., 
»D  ;  B.  Blake,  M.A.,  B.D. ;  A.  C.  Grieve,  M.A. ;  R.  Scott,  M. A.  ;  Dhunjibhoy 
**^jee,  ordained  Missionaries ;  G.  R.  Navalkar,  Licentiate ;  Dr.  Macdonald, 
Uc,  Missionary  Professor. 

f^iui, — Mr.  Lazarus  Abraham,  Medical  Catechist. 
-^^^  and  Revadanda. — Native  Teachers  and  Catechists. 
^'*(ma  City. — Rev.  J.  S.  Beaumont,  M.A. ;  John  Small,  ordained  Missionaries. 
^-  Drake,  Evangelist. 

The  Free  Church  Institutions  and  Schools. — The  arrival  of  the  Rev.  R. 
^Ht,  U.A.,  at  Bombay  before  the  close  of  the  year,  raised  the  stafif  to 
^  full  strength.     The  number  of  students  and  scholars  enrolled  during 
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the  year  was  920,  of  whom  79  were  nndeivgradaates  of  the  UiiiTereitr. 
The  college  increased  in  usefulness  and  popularity.     With  the  aid  oi 
a  Government  grant  of  Rs.3000,   a  physical  laboratory  was  procuredj 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  train  students  for  the  new  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.     In  the  three  University  examinations  of  the  jer, 
the  College  obtained  a  considerable  amount  of  success.     The  Missionaiifs 
have  resolved  to  organise  a  theological  department  for  the  training  <& 
vernacular  candidates  for  ministerial  work  in  our  own  and  other  Em- 
gelical  Churches.     Mr.  Grieve  conducted  the  Sabbath  morning  class b 
the  Institution  for  the  study  of  Bunyan's  Pilgrim! s  Progress, 

^  Five  students  passed  the  F.  A.  examination,  one  of  them  obtaining  a  TJniTenitf 
prize ;  six  were  successful  in  the  B. A.  examination,  one  passing  with  honour^ 
and  eleven  matriculated.     Four  of  the  last  attend  our  College,  and  tbree  ut 
studying  medicine.     The  students'  who  have  matriculated  from  our  Institatioi 
hold  a  leading  place  in  the  Junior  College  Class,  which  draws  its  students  from 
variety  of  schools.     This  class  is  one  of  the  largest  which  we  have  yet  Been  ij 
the  College,  and  contains  many  promising  young  men,  both  Hindoo  and  Parn 
Along  with  the  second  and  third  year  students,  they  make  up  an  aggregsn 
attendance  of  nearly  eighty.     This  increase  in  the  attendance  is  all  the  mm 
significant  in  a  year  in  which  the  fees  of  the  College  have  been  nuaed  ^t) 
per  cent.     The  preparatory  class,  and  the  three  College  classes,  recmve  Axi} 
religious  instruction  from  the  missionaries  in  a  system  of  rotation  which  entUd 
each  of  us  to  accompany  our  students  in  their  course  from  the  preparatory  U 
the  highest  College  class.     Of  the  six  students  who  graduated,  one  is  a  natin 
Christian  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  College  and  in  the  school.    The  Chi* 
tian  graduate  of  the  former  year  is  still  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  school,  td 
iu  addition  to  these,  three  other  Christian  students  take  part  in  the  secular  f^ 
of  the  school.     There  are  seven  Christian  young  men  studying  in  the  Inatititia 
Of  these,  three  are  looking  forward  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.     One  of  thA 
is  a  B.A.,  now  studying  for  his  M.A.  degree.     Ho  has  passed  the  B.A.  tnaat 
tion  in  Hebrew,  and  is  now  studying  Greek.     In  Hebrew  he  is  at  present  engifi 
in  studying  the  book  of  Job,  and  the  Minor  Prophets.    The  second  has  begun  \k 
College  course,  and  the  third  is  already  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Mission  HI 
school  visitor.'* 

Of  the  School  department  Mr.  Blake  reports — 

"Religious  instruction  has  been  given  daily  and  systematically.  A  young M 
in  one  of  the  classes  has  been  very  attentive  to  these  lessons,  and  profeaei  t 
belief  in  Christianity,  though  he  is  not  prepared  to  come  forward  to  haptaa. 
He  and  three  other  boys  belonging  to  other  schools  meet  together  from  tiine  li 
time  to  read  the  Scriptures,  which  alone  can  make  them  wise  unto  8alTati<* 
Others  of  our  boys  have  a  very  full  knowledge  of  Scripture,  not  only  of  tte 
historical  parts,  but  also  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  faith,  which  si 
ever  teach.  All  the  religious  instruction  is  given  by  Christian  teachers.  It^i 
cause  of  satisfaction  to  us  that  we  are  now  able  to  obtain  several  qualified  oatin 
Christian  graduates  and  undergraduates  to  impart  secular  instruction.  Ov 
ideal  is  that  all  our  staff  should  be  Christians  ;  but  for  the  realisation  of  this  ft 
must  wait  some  time  yet.  With  regard  to  the  superintendence  of  the  School^ 
change  has  been  made.  I  have  been  relieved  of  the  sole  charge,  and  tf^ 
missionary  has  been  made  responsible  for  one  of  the  four  departments,'* 

Mr.  Beaumont  writes  of  Poona  Institntion  with  204  Students : — 

"  We  are  working  among  a  people  greatly  impoverished  by  the  recent  famin* 
Poverty  is  a  great  demoraUser ;  many  of  our  pupils  are  beggars  pure  and  simpK 
We  have  been  exposed  to  the  effects  of  that  great  wave  of  revolutionary  iieeliDg 
that  has  passed  over  the  Dekhan  and  greatly  excited  the  people  of  Poooa.    1(  ■ 
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B'>t  w  moeh  ftBtt-missionary  as  it  is  anti-Engliah.  It  came  to  the  surface  in  the 
firisg  of  the  GoTernment  and  other  buildings  of  the  city.  Oar  Institution, 
thoQgli  tke  building  is  not  our  own  property,  nearly  shared  the  fate  of  the  many 
G^reruieBt  buildings  which  were  burnt  down.  Our  Institution  was  a  part  of 
tiie  prognumne  of  the  insurgents,  not  chiefly  because  it  is  missionary,  but  because 
ve  beioig  to  the  ruling  class.  Indeed  a  great  revolution  has  taken  place  in 
hdu  u  these  years.  In  former  days  it  was  missionary  enterprise  that  was 
fAssiderMi  to  be  the  cause  of  opposition  to  the  rule  of  the  English  in  India.  The 
nisfiooaries  were  said  to  be  meddlers  with  the  religious  convictions  of  the 
peopk  Old  civilians  experienced  no  difiBcnlties  with  the  people,  and  they 
th^m^i  there  were  really  non^  save  what  missionaries  made  unnecessarily  for 
tkemselvea 

''All  this  has  passed  away  from  India.     The  missionary  platform  of  1850  has 

be»me  the  civilian  platform  of  1880.      All  classes  of  the  English  in  India, 

oSdalsMid  others,  are  at  one  in  the  year  of  grace  1880  as  to  the  tremendous 

•hficslties  ahead  oi  British  rule  in  India.     As  a  consequence,  missionary  enter- 

fTje  has  greatly  risen  in  dignity  and  in  importance  in  India  among  the  English. 

TVe  oBiaiottary  platform,  a  platform  despised  in  1850,  has  become  the  united 

t'ltiform  of  the  English  in  India  in  1880.     All  are  agreed  that  the  elevation  of 

u  Billions  of  India  is  a  work  that  will  tax  all  the  energies  of  the  nation.     All 

(•specials  in  India  are  wearied  with  work  and  worry.     Our  famine  com- 

saners  were  at  their  wits*  end,  so  childish,  so  capricious,  so  unmanageable 

<Rtie  people.     Wh&t  has  brought  about  this  great  revolution  in  the  process  of 

^*  r^ars  more  than  anything  else  has  been  the  discovery, — which  has  come  to 

^jas  a  revelation  from  heaven,^-that  the  people  of  India,  with  few  excepti&ns, 

^^e  long  ceased,  through  the  habitudes  of  ages,  to  be  amenable  to  common- 

■vtft.  as  much  so,  as  they  have  ceased  to  be  amenable  to  the  gospel  of  the  Lord 

^^fsi  Christ.    Civilians  have  been  forced  to  take  a  closer  view  of  the  native 

^«i  in  these  days  than  they  did  in  any  former  period  of  our  rule. 

"We  have  also  passed  through  a  serious  cholera  epidemic,  necessitating  the 

keutg  of  all  our  schools  by  order  of  Government.     All  these  things  tell  on 

^'Scational  work,  an^  are  disheartening.     Our  numbers  have  suffered  somewhat 

^f  >!B  tliese  causes.     The  work,  indeed,  varies  little  from  year  to  year  ;  it  is  very 

jciet  and  very  commonplace,  unexciting  and  imsensational, — *  line  upon  line, 

ffenpt  Qpon  precept,   here  a  little  and  there  a  little.'     The  Scriptures  are 

f^pktij  read,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God  is  demanded  in  all  our 

teeing  and  in  all  our  schools.'' 

The  Native  Churches. — The  Eev.  D.  Nourojee,  who  ministera  to  the 
Xtfatba  congregation  of  Bombay,  recalls  the  fact  that  Dr.  Wilson 
kuded  it  by  his  first  baptism  arr  the  2d  January  1830.  Since  that  day 
^ards  of  500  adults  have  been  admitted  to  it  by  a  public  profession  of 
H  in  Christ.  These  were  natives  of  all  classes  from  the  highest  to  the 
'^est,  and  from  all  adjoining  lands^  Beloochistan,  Persia,  Chaldsea, 
Arabia,  Abyssinia,  and  Eastern  Africa.  During^  the  past  yqar  a  whole 
'niily,  consisting  of  nineteen  persons,  adnks  and  children,  were  admitted 
"t'>  the  Chnrcb,  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  a  venerable  convert 
*3o  did  not  live  to  see  this  fruit  of  bis  teaching.  The  Medical  Mission  at 
'^'lana  also  added  to  the  congregational  roll.  Mr.  Dbunjibhoy's  report 
tills  concludes  r — 

"  I  un  happy  to  say  the  native  church  is  growing  in  liberality.  Last  year  we 
^>setl  upwards  R8.600.  Of  this  amount,  Rs.l4*2  were  got  by  special  subscript 
t>as  for  our  Building  Fund  ;  and  Rs.50  were  given  by  the  Church  as  a  coUec- 
t-'j3  for  the  Mission.  The  remaining  amount  was  raised  by  our  weekly  and 
A  Bthly  collections.  This  was  spent  in  helping  the  poor  of  the  congregation, 
veting  the  current  expenses  of  the  Church,  paying  a  catechist  who  was  em- 
;  red  for  a  time,  and  paying  the  debt  incurred  by  the  alterations,  etc.,  made  in 
*'«.(;hQrch.    I  hope  that  thus  year  we  shall  be  free  of  all  debt,  and  use  the 
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money  we  receive  from  the  members  of  the  oongregatioo  in  more  vaefal  works.  '. 
also  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  apiritual  state  < 
the  congregation  has  greatly  improved.  I  am  constantly  moving  amoDg  il 
members,  and  I  can  see  that  many  of  them  are  truly  striving  to  grow  in  gnc< 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  The  studenu,  w^ 
form  an  important  element  of  the  congregation,  exercise  very  good  infloeDct  % 
our  people,  and  they  and  others  are  working  to  make  known  tibe  message  of  bb 
the  i>eople  around  them.  God  be  blessed  for  all  His  faithfalness  and  love  wm- 
fested  toward  us.  Our  missionaries,  male  and  female,  attend  oar  servioei  ei 
their  presence  with  as,  I  know,  contributes  very  much  in  one  way  and  aoi'tiri 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church.  I  enjoy  their  sympathy  and  oo^peratioD  u  J 
management.  The  Sunday  and  week  day  services  are  carried  on  as  before  Ii 
a  short  time  we  shall  have  a  strong  body  of  elders." 

The  Bev.  J.  Small  continaed  to  mioister  to  the  native  congregAt>*i 
of  lOl  members  at  Poona.  Of  the  five  converts  admitted  daring  tb 
year,  three  were  by  birth  Mohammedans,  one  a  Hindoo,  and  ones  Jewes 
Two  were  the  first-fruit  of  the  Boys'  Famine  Orphanage,  to  which  ti 
cliildren  of  the  Free  Charcb  are  sending  out  printing  presses  aodmiteniil 
Mr.  Small  mentions  these  specialities  in  the  congregational  work  :— 

"  A  large  proportion  of  our  regular  hearers  being  children,  consisting  of  tl 
Girls'  Orphanages  both  of  the  Established  and  Free  Churches,  of  oar  Bi>^ 
Orphanage,  and  of  others  not  included  in  these,  special  services  for  the  tuuo 
have  been  held,  Mr.  Drake,  our  evangelist,  usnally  preaching  on  these  occui'>i| 
and  creating  much  interest  by  his  stores  of  anecdote  and  illustration.  As  I 
home,  these  Children's  Sermons  proved  equally  acceptable  and  profiUU<  1^ 
grown-up  peoi)le.  Two  weeks  in  the  month  of  October  were  devoted  to  iM 
revival  services,  a  new  thing  in  our  Native  Church.  Meetings  were  heM  e*^' 
evening,  were  well  attended,  and  there  was  much  united  prayer  and  matmlO' 
hortation.  Many  of  our  members  were  quickened  and  refreshed;  in  soswo* 
a  higher  platform  of  Christian  living  was  reached  ;  and  one  acknowledg«i  ^ 
then,  for  the  first  time,  he  had  realised  the  value  of  Christ's  service.  An^ 
result  of  these  services  was  the  establishment  of  an  additional  weekly  pn^ 
meeting,  held  on  Tuesday  evenings,  and,  though  not  displacing  the  WedoeiM 
morning  service  in  Mr.  Beaumont's  church,  considered  desirable  on  acooniti 
the  tendency  of  our  people  to  choose  their  residences  in  the  neighbouriiood  of  4j 
Mission  Church.  The  Sabbath-school  increased  in  numbers  to  fifty  chil^irt 
and  has  otherwise  prospered  during  the  year.  The  children  are  arranged  in  ti 
or  seven  classes,  tech  with  its  own  teacher,  and  the  work  proceeds  jast  as  io 
Scottish  Sabbath-sohooL  At  the  same  hour  an  adult  class  has  been  held  bjU 
pastor  for  reading  the  PUgrMs  Progress,  The  Church  collected  during  the  H 
the  sum  of  Rs.343."  ' 

The  Evangelistic  and  Medical  work  done  and  soperiii tended  in  Bombtj 
and  its  branch  stations  by  the  missionaries  and  Mr.  Navalkar,  and  ij 
Poona  by  Mr.  Small  and  Mr.  Drake,  was  very  varied.  Special  atwntkM 
was  given  to  the  young  of  the  interesting  Beni- Israel  or  Jewish  oin 
munity  of  Western  India,  and  to  this  the  Committee  on  the  Oonver^ 
of  the  Jews  have  given  a  grant.  Ambapoor,  Penn,  and  Panwel  were  eij> 
for  Christian  teachers  and  catechists.  No  fewer  than  6848  patieDts  *f* 
treated  at  our  Tfaana  dispensary.  Two  preaching  stations  were  occaii»> 
in  the  city  of  Pooua.  There  the  Eeertun  or  service  of  Christian  s«? 
proved  a  most  popular  medium  for  the  Gospel  message;  the  be«r?P 
were  sometimes  moved  to  tears.  Two  Bible- women  and  fi?e  colporteorj 
worked  nnintejrruptedly. 

Translation, — Three  works  were  prepared  to  add  to  the  CbrutJrt 
literature  in  the  language  of  the   Marathas: — The  Prodigd  So^  *^ 
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Dr.  Dykes'  Beatitudes  of  the  Kingdom  were  published,  and  a  volame 
&f  Manitha  sermons  was  readj  for  the  press. 

3.  Madras  Missions,  fouaded  in  1837. 

Yddraf  City. — Rev.  W.  Miller,  M.A. ;  W.  StevenBon,  M.A- ;  George  M.  Rae, 
M  .K. ;  Chaiies  Cooper,  M.  A.  (on  furlough) ;  A.  Todd  (on  sick  leave) ;  G-.  Patter- 
!"&  (VTesleyan  Society) ;  A.  Alexander,  M.A. ;  P.  Rajahgopaul,  Ordained  Mission- 
anes:  Rev.  K  M.  Baiiboo,  Licentiate  ;  Mr.  G.  Michie  Smith,  B.Sc,  Missionary 
Profeaor ;  Dr.  W.  Elder,  Medical  Missionary. 

CkmgkpiU,  Rev.  A.  Andrew,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Xdlort,  Native  Head  Master  and  Assistants,    .  ,  ) 

Gmjeveram,  Teachers  and  Catechists,        .         .  .  f  Superintended  by 

TriveOore,  do.,  .         .  .  f     Mr.  Stevenson. 

WaUajahabad^  do.,  .         .  •  ; 

TkChrisiian  College  and  Schools. — Notwithstanding  the  severe  and 

proportionate  reduction  of  Government  grants-in-aid  to  both  the  Col- 

V^ifid  the  Schools,  the  educational  work  of  the  Madras  Mission  continued 

^mw  in  ObristiaD  efficiency.     In  the  Christian  College  and  School  the 

<tnge  nnmber  on  the  roll  was  1029.     Of  the  832  attending  the  school 

tts^,  80,  or  above  10  per  cent.,  were  Christians,  and  93,  or  between  1 1 

iDd  12  per  cent.,  Mohammedans;    the   remaining  78  per  cent,  being 

H''n>io()s.    Of  the  197  College  students,  31,  or  16  per  cent.,  were  Chris- 

^Ds:  oDly  3, or  1^  percent,  Mohammedans,  and  the  remainder  Hindoos. 

Alike  in  the  Catechism  and  Scripture  examination,  and  in  the  University, 

'^  College  maintained  its  high  character.     In  the  year  1878  it  passed 

M  Bachdors  of  Arts,  and  21  in  1879;  in  the  F.  A.  examination  31, 

vbile  in  the  Matriculation  test  It  stood  first  among  all  the  colleges  and 

c^ools  in  South  India,  alike  as  to  the  number  and  the  position  of  those 

tbo  paissed.     The  value  of  the  College   as  a  spiritual   force   may  be 

^bered  from  the  report  of  the  local  Council  to  the  members  of  which, 

ii^ionaries  and  laymen  representing  all  the  Evangelical  Churches,  this 

Momittee  expresses  its  gi-atitude. 

■**  One-siztli  of  the  whole  time  in  the  school,  and  between  one^ixth  and  one- 
Pcnlh  in  the  College,  is  devoted  to  that  stndy  which  we  have  always  placed 
fc  No  change  has  been  made  in  this  respect  during  the  forty-three  years  of 
Clustery  of  the  Institution.  In  all  the  classes  of  the  College,  and  in  nearly  all 
^  of  the  School,  it  is  the  first  hour  that  is  set  apart  for  the  study  of  the  Word 
f^^  The  portions  of  it  studied  in  the  school  classes  are  taken  exclusively 
"^  the  historical  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  or  from  the  Gospels  and  Acts  of 
">  Apostles  in  the  New.  In  the  College  the  course  goes  somewhat  beyond  this, 
2^  some  work  bearing  on  the  evidences  of  Christianity  is  always  introduced, 
wcouie,  there  is  some  variation  in  the  list  of  subjects  from  year  to  year;  but 
■  auybeof  some  interest  if  we  enumerate  the  portions  of  Scripture  and  the 
Jtter  books  that  were  studied  by  the  class  that  has  just  passed  out  from  the 
^^^iBege  during  the  four  years  of  their  curriculum.  These  are  in  the  Old  Testa- 
*>Qt,  the  lives  of  Joseph,  Samuel,  David,  Solomon,  Elijah,  Elisba,  Uezekiah,  and 
^i^l,  three  chaiiters  in  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  sixteen  of  the  Psalms,  and  the 
^1^  Prophecy  from  the  40th  chapter  of  Isaiah  to  the  end  of  the  book.  In  the 
Kew  Testament,  the  Grospels  of  Matthew  and  Luke,  the  first  half  of  the  book  of 
^ti,  the  Epistles  to  the  Oolossians  and  Philemon,  the  First  Epistle  of  Peter,  and 
^  three  opening  chapters  of  the  Book  of  Revelation.  To  this  must  be  added 
^^^^U's  Character  ^  Jesus  and  the  work  entitled  The  PhiUmophy  qf  the  Plan 
^  SfiiwUioiL    There  are  differenoes  of  detail  from  year  to  year,  bat  this  may  be 
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taken  as  a  fair  sample  of  the  course  of  religions  study  through  which  the  atadect 
of  the  College  are  regularly  led.  These  subjects  are  taught  with  all  thepotir 
and  earnestness  which  the  teachers  can  command ;  and  the  Council  is  glad  U 
know  that  they  are  studied,  if  not  by  all  the  students,  yet  by  the  great  majoritr, 
with  quite  as  much  care  and  attention  as  any  other  portion  of  the  scheme  d 
study,  and,  at  least  in  some  few  cases,  with  coosid'erably  more.  No  one,  wb»bi 
faith  in  the  Word  of  God  and  its  renewing  power,  ean  doubt  that  this  large  boh 
of  divine  knowledge,  so  taught  and  so  studied,  will  be  made  blessed  use  ef  W 
Him  who  has  promised  that  His  word  will  not  return  unta  Him  void,  hat  r2 
prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  He  sent  it" 

The  eight  boys'  schools  bad  1057  on  the  rolls,  against  1040  in  tk 
previous  year  of  slow  recovery  from  famine  inffuences*  They  paid  XI^O 
as  fees,  or  £49  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

JTte  Native  Church  and  Evangelistic  Work. — The  remark  made  undc 
the  head  of  Bengal  as  to  the  difference,  in  real  inffnence  and  appares 
success,  between  native  congregations,  largely  formed  from  educates 
Hindoos,  and  those  consisting  of  resident  and  illiterate  villagers^  applie 
lo  Madras  with  equal  force.  The  Rev.  P.  Rajahgopaul  miniatered  to  tb' 
church  in  addition  to  the  evangelistic  work,,  to  which  the  Bev.  B.  ^ 
Bauboo  also  devoted  himself.  Mr.  Andrew  gave  himself  to  the  master 
of  Tamul  at  Chingleput,  with  evangelistic  work  on  Sabbath. 

Mr.  Stevenson  reports  :- — 

"  Although  we  have  five  large  and  three  small  stations,  we  reckon  ss  yvt  oajf 
two  native  congregations,  both  in  Madras.  The  principal  ia  that  under  the  (* 
of  the  Rev.  P.  Rajahgopaul,  to  which  the  native  Christiana  in  the  outitititf 
are  still  reckoned  to  belong,  and  which  has  a  total  membership  of  289,  of  ti* 
146  are  in  full  communion.  To  those  who  know  the  history  <^  the  missMBW 
its  methods  of  working  it  will  not  appear  surprising  that  the  number  is  cta^ 
tively  small.  The  nucleus  of  the  congregation  is  constituted  by  those  who  biM^ 
been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  through  the  instrumentality  c^Al 
schools,  and  who  have  therefore  come  out  of  heathenism,  not  as  in  other  fn 
in  families  or  villages  under  social  or  similar  influences,  but  in  units  from  ioOT 
dual  conviction.  They  are  from  all  castes,  and  have  now  become  so  intemuBlli 
that  caste  distinctions  are  not  only  disregarded  but  almost  obtiterated.  The {4 
however,  that  the  congregation  was  gathered  together  by  separate  uniti  kl 
prevented  hitherto  its  becoming  such  a  united  body  as  we  should  desire  to  s^J 
It  will  require  time  and  the  growth  of  the  higher  spiritual  inffnencea  to 
it  together  into  one  living  whole.    The  sum  of  Ra.  340  was  contributed  bat  f 

Of  Evangelistic  work  in  the  cky,  our  venerable  Native  Missionvj. 
Rev.  P.  Rajabgopaul  writes  : — 

*' '  The  Christian  College  is  the  centre  from  which  the  two  catechists 
the  distance  of  from  two  to  four  miles.      They  have  certain  fixed  pbces  vj 
tliey  visit  regularly  in  the  evening  and  herald  forth  the  Gospel    There  i>  do' 
of  audiences.     Multitudes  can  be  gathered  everywhere.      They  are  generi 
the  humbler  classes,  but  often  clerks  from  the  public  offices,  students  fn>Dj 
different  schools,  even  Brahmins  and  Pandarams  have  mingled  with  them.    1 
catechists  report  that  now  and  then  they  meet  with  opposition,  batgeoertUfJ 
people  have  given  them  a  quiet  respectful  hearing.     After  the  presching  ~ 
of  them  entered  into  conversation.      It  is  emphatically  a  sowing  time  s 
Madras  and  throughout  the  Presidency.*    From  Conjeveram,  the  city  of  tem| 
and  images,  where  the  sound  of  idolatrous  celebration  never  ceases,  and  vr 
during  the    great    festivals    the    people    are   '  mad    upon   their  idch 
Venkatamnfirum  reports  that  he  and  Strinavasa  Rao  visited  about  300  p 
addressed  about  14,000  [>coplc,  and  distributed  over  5000  handbilla     *^" 
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ie  Bfi,  'we  had  to  contend  with  bigoted  Brahmins  :  they  and  especially  the 
priestly  claaieB  are  our  worst  foes.  During  the  grand  festival  we  had  muth 
tiooUe.  I  sometimes  feel  thftt  preaching  daring  the  festivalfl  does  no  good.  Our 
IB0CCS8  always  lay  in  quiet  plac^" 

The  Medied  Missionj  nndev  Dr.  Elder,  proved  a  blessing  alike  to  the 
bodies  and  the  souls  of  the  many  natives  and  Eurasians  of  the  densely- 
peopled  north  quarter  of  Madras  city.  To  his  fruitful  work  among  the 
Eoglish-speaking  community  also,  begun  in  1873,  he  added  a  self-support- 
mg  Bchool.  Both  the  Tamul  and  the  English  church  were  attended 
&«IoeDtly  by  crowded  worshippers ;  while  the  Bible-class  and  Sabbath- 
icbool  were  as  popular  as  before.  Upwards  of  18,600  new  patients,  of  all 
creeds  and  classes,  received  healing  or  relief,  and  with  it  the  good  news 
of  God.  Of  these  4353  were  poor  Christians.  Government  withdrew  its 
grut  of  medicines,  but  we  trust  that  will  be  restored  with  happier  times. 

4.  Central  India  Missions,  founded  in  1845. 

>'fi|Porc  <md  Seeiabuldec^Hev,  J.  G.  Cooper,  D.  Whitton  (on  furlough),  J. 
^iu,  ordained  Missionaries ;  Pahud  Singh  and  C.  Benjamin,  Gatechists. 
KmpUe, — Mr.  P.  Nordfors,  Evangelist ;  N.  Joseph,  Catechist. 
C^wara. — Rev.  J.  Dawson,  ordained  Missionary ;  S.  Hardie,  Catechist. 

free  Church  Inatkutioru  and  Schools, — The  best  testimony  to  the 
friQcatioDsl  e£Bciency  of  the  Nagpore  Institution  is  the  official  report  by 
tije  GoTerament  Inspector- General,  C.  Browning,  Esq.,  whose  remark  is 
« tm  of  1879  as  of  1878  :  "  The  staflf  is  now  very  efficient,  not  a  single 
flittiooary-school  or  college  out  of  Calcutta  passed  more  students  at 
Ae  last  matriculation  examination.  The  annual  examination  lasted  for 
^  days.  I  took  the  three  higher  classes,  and  Major  Jacob  the  lower. 
Hie  resttlts  were  very  good."  Mr.  Cooper  reports  of  the  directly 
>^risti&Q  work  that  the  Bible  and  scriptural  truth  were  daily  and  faith- 
^'Ij  taoght  in  all  the  classes  ''  The  knowledge  of  God  in  Christ  is 
Ipmding  among  all  our  pupils.  Some  are  being  deeply  impressed  by 
^  and  others  are  being  brought  near  to  the  Kingdom.'*  Mr.  Dawson 
bribes  the  boys'  and  girls'  schools  at  Chindwara  as  in  a  satisfactory 
lite, 

The  Native  Churches. — Mr.  Cooper's  statement  supplies  another  argu- 
^Qt  for  a  speedy  settlement,  by  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Scotland, 
^<^e6tioD8  relating  to  native  and  vernacular  pastors  and  elders. 

''^e  three  native  chnrches  or  congregations  at  Nagpore,  Seetabuldee,  and 
^ptee  are  centres  of  spiritual  light,  life,  and  power  in  these  places.  They  are 
■^pmntended  and  nursed  by  the  Missionaries  and  a  general  kirk-session,  although 
^a  in  every  way  desirable  that  native  pastors  should  be  put  in  charge  of  them, 
^veyer,  uoder  the  present  law  of  the  Church,  which  requires  the  same  standard 
niiteraiy  and  theological  education  alike  for  pastors  at  home  and  abroad,  this 
^Dot  well  he  done  until  some  modification  of  that  law  be  e£fected.  At  the 
^  time,  it  may  be  observed,  that  hitherto  the  catechists,  with  the  exception 
^'  diipeoting  sealing  ordinances,  have  practically  acted  as  pastors  to  their  re- 
(pectire  congregations  under  the  superintendence  of  the  missionaries.  But 
'•^d  these  fellow-labourers  now  be  ordained,  it  would  doubtless  give  them  a 
•'ending  and  power  in  their  work  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  would  have  a 
1^  beoeBdal  effect  on  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  Church  in  these  parts. 
«ettwbile,  the  missionaries  and  catechists,  who  are  also  elders  in  addition  to^ 
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their  other  duties,  are  watchfully  diligent  to  maintain  order  and  discipline  ftmoo| 
those  who  have  been  gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ  under  them.  Througlu»t 
the  year  the  members  of  these  flocks,  on  the  whole,  have  been  consistent  vA 
exemplary,  although  the  conduct  of  two  or  three  have  called  for  severe  rebcb 
and  reprobation.  As  in  former  years,  Sabbath  and  week-day  services,  irsk 
regular  household  visitation,  have  been  carried  on  in  connection  with  these  c«- 
gregations,  especially  by  the  catechists  and  elders.  These  labours,  there  iBnsr 
reason  to  believe,  are  not  without  precious  fruit  to  the  praiae  of  God's  grace/ 

Evangelistic  Work, — From  labours  and  exposure  too  severe  dnring  bis 
evaugelistic  tours,  Mr.  Cooper  was  struck  down  by  what  threatened  t^ 
prove  fatal  illness.  God  graciously  restored  him,  but  the  physicians  forUie 
the  usual  active  itineration  in  the  last  cold  season.  Mr.  Douglas,  wliOe 
mastering  the  Marathee  language,  was  ever  active,  and  the  native 
evangelists  went  forth  two  by  two  to  evangelise  in  the  towns  and 
villages  around  Nagpore.  In  Chindwara,  Mr.  Dawson  states,  one-hail 
of  the  year  is  given  to  preaching  in  surrounding  country  with  its  popn* 
lation  of  300,000.  Of  1800  towns  the  Gkwpel  has  been  preached  io 
about  500,  where  the  missionary  and  catechist  were  well  received. 

(5.)  DxKBAN  Native  Missions,  founded  in  1864. 

Jcdna, — Bev.  Narayan  Sheshadri,  Ordaitied  Missionary. 

Indapore. — Rev.  Karayan  Sheshadri,  and  Rev.  L.  K  Mahatekar,  Lkfntiatt. 

Oomraumtee, — Rev.  Sidoba  Misal,  Ordained  Misnonary, 

The  Committee  have  now  recognised  the  three  centres  of  purely  nitin 
missionary  work  in  the  uplands  of  India  above  Bombay  as  the  De^ 
(South)  Native  Missions.     Under  the  Bev.  Narayan  Sheshadri,  tbei'ft 
educated  Brahman  of  Western  India  converted  to  Christ,  and  a  convd 
of  the  Disruption  year  1843,  these  three  missions  have  been  made  bjt^ 
Spirit  of  God  more  fruitful  than  any  other  in  recent  times  not  among  ft 
purely  aboriginal  race.     They  are  to  the  Bombay  Mission  what  the  null 
apostolate   of  the  once  Eoolin   Brahman,  the  Rev.  J.  Bhattacbaijtii, 
established  in  the  same  year  1864,  is  to  the  Calcutta  Mission.    In  th?^ 
and  other  missions,  founded  and  almost  independently  conducted  by  tbeif 
sons  in  the  faith,  we  see  the  fruit  of  the  policy  and  the  labours  of  Duff  aoI 
Wilson,  Mackay,  Ewart,  and  Nesbit,  and  their  still  surviving  colleagues, 
Dr.  T.  Smith,  Dr.  M.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  Fyfe. 

Jalna  has,  further,  this  peculiarity,  that  it  is  the  only  one  of  oorMissiooi 
established  in  a  feudatory  province,  and  that  the  Mohammedan  Sute  of 
the  Nizam.  The  military  cantonment  of  Jalna,  almost  midway  betvetft 
Bombay  (210  miles,  8.W.)  and  Nagpore  (235  miles,  N.E.)  is  ratherii 
out- station  of  the  Mission,  which  has  its  centre  at  the  purely  Cbmtiii 
settlement  of  Bethel,  three  miles  off.  In  1832  Dr.  John  Wilson  firet  iA 
missionary  work  at  Jalna,  when  he  was  stopped  by  the  Colonel  in  cot* 
mand,  under  the  timid  godlessness  of  those  days.  In  1864,  wbeo  ^ 
Sheshadri  fixed  on  the  rising  ground  of  Bethel  as  the  centre  of  his  opot- 
tions,  he  found  only  two  Christians  there.  Now  there  is  a  purely  Ghriatwa 
community  numbering  above  600,  in  a  town  of  their  own  buiitJiOs 
and  in  the  surrounding  villages.  Fifty-one  persons  were  added  to  tM 
Church  in  1879. 

Bethel,  with  its  fine  "  Zion  "  church,  built  by  the  worshippers  themselvei 
from  funds  supplied  by  the  children  of  the  Free  Church  in  Sootltf (^  ^ 
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tb^  centre  of  a  circle  of  oat-stations,  the  diameter  of  whicb  is  thirty  miles. 
Tbe^<  stations  are  Keligawham,  Sawangi,  Alamgawa,  Dahipan,  Saman- 
gsva,  Hatwan,  Karle,  Uchhegawa,  Rohan  wade,  and  Bewagawa.  Chris- 
(i?o  (>eop]e  reside  in  all.  "  Most  of  them  are  supplied  with  an  evangelist, 
wl.o  icts  as  such  every  morning  and  evening,  and  during  the  day  as 
schoolmaster  to  the  children  of  our  Christian  people  at  his  head-quarters, 
Mit  Tery  often  he  gets  children  of  his  non-Christian  neighbours  to  instruct." 
Yet  snch  is  the  toleration  now  created  by  our  Government,  even  in  its 
153  Feiulatory  States,  that  near  the  place  where  Dr.  Wilson  was  forbidden 
"vm  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  1832,  the  Mussulman  Nizam's  Oovernment 
Li»  granted  a  free  site  for  a  Christian  church  to  one  who  was  lately  a 
Bribman,  and  has  just  renewed  on  favourable  terms  a  lease  of  the  land 
•c  vhieh  a  Christian  town  has  been  built,  professedly  ^'  as  a  grand  centre 
«( ^fTiingelistic  operations,''  as  ^Ube  means  of  evangelising  no  inconsider- 
i^^e  part  of  His  Highness  the  Nizam's  dominions."  The  case  is  almost 
'J.iqae  in  the  history  of  Christian  Missions,  wherefore  we  lay  before  the 
^r'md  Assembly  the  letter  of  the  distinguished  statesman  who  is  the 
Siia*s  Dewan  or  minister,  the  Nawab  Mookhtar-ool-Moolk,  Sir  Salar 
J35,G.C.ai. 


Sir  Scdar  Jung's  Letter  to  the  Rev.  N,  Sheshadri  regarding  Bethel, 

"Hyderabad,  \9th  October  1877. 

"My  DiAJt  Sir, — Referring  to  your  recent  interview  with  me,  I  now  write  to 
aliina  you  that  I  have  no  objection  whatever  to  that  portion  of  the  land  occupied 
«f  you  at  Jalna  which  ia  devoted  to  the  church  and  buildings,  and  which  com- 
rK:»  400  heegaha  (300  acres),  being  secured  to  the  Church  free  of  tax  in  the  same 
H&a^  as  an  arrangement  was  made  for  the  Church  land  at  Chudderghat.  The 
iKiinikrof  the  land^aay  600,  can  be  continued  to  any  native  gentleman  you 
ur  %ppoint  aa  your  successor,  so  long  as  the  conditions  attaching  thereto,  as 
B^l  by  BLEL  Government,  shall  be  duly  fulfilled.  The  land  cannot,  according 
seiisting  rules  and  customs,  be  settled  on  a  Committee.  If  you  will  inform  me 
It  aaoie  of  the  gentleman  you  intend  appointing  as  your  successor,  I  shall  order 
B  f'&cu\  intimation  of  this  arrangement  to  be  sent  to  the  Talookdar  of  Jalua, 
^  iX  the  same  time  that  officer  will  be  instructed  with  reference  to  400  fieegcJts 
w  continued  to  the  Church. — Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)         **  Salab  Jung.*' 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  new  spirit  of  toleration  and  charity 
^?bt,  even  indirectly,  by  Christianity  to  the  followers  of  the  creeds  it  is 
**otaroing,  we  must  add  the  correspondence  of  the  Nizam's  Parsee 
•p^nntendent  of  revenue  survey  and  assessment,  Air.  Furdoonjee  Jem- 
•Wjee. 

"Camp  Kaula,  11/^  December  1879. 

-Mt  dear  Mb.  Sheshadri, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  enclosing  herein  a  copy 
^  d]4ry  for  the  6th  instant,  in  which,  as  you  will  see,  I  have  given  a  short 
*'^^')Qnt  of  your  new  settlement.  I  must  confess  I  have  not  been  able  in  my 
*»y«at  to  do  full  justice  to  your  settlement,  for  the  reason,  that  I  am  at  present 
^  pRssed  for  time,  and  then  again,  I  could  not  very  well  go  into  minute 
"^U  ia  my  diary  of  this  kind  which  I  have  to  send  to  (government.  I  must 
<x^v«ver  certsinly  say  that  I  was  exceedingly  gratified  and  pleased  with  all  I 
•V  at  Bethel  To  me  who  have  travelled  much  over  the  district,  there  was 
*«tthing  unique  and  caiious  to  observe  a  body  of  native  Christian  ryots,  the 
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model  dwelliDg-hooaes,  their  intelligent  tystem  of  cnltirfttion,  and  tlie  progn* 
they  had  made  in  reading  and  writing  Mftratha.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  yoor 
new  settlement  will  be  the  means  of  not  only  elevating  the  moral  and  sodil 
BtatuB  of  yonr  people,  but  of  doing  an  immenae  good  to  ^e  ryota  (coltivaton)  «i 
our  adjacent  Tillages." 

^6lh  December  1879. — I  rode  over  thia  morning  to  the  village  of  BetUto 
settle  a  dispute  in  connection  with  the  fixing  of  the  boondaries  ol  the  village  ye. 
Bethel  is  a  new  settlement  founded  about  twelve  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Nanju 
Sheshadri  of  the  Free  Church  Mission.     Owing  to  the  village  being  situated  ooi 
rising  ground,  the  buildings  there  are  visible  from  a  distance  of  some  seres «: 
eight  milea     But  with  this  advantage  of  situation  it  must  be  said  that  m«l  ai 
the  soils  about  the  place  are  poor.     The  most  conspicuons  bnilding  is  the  cbujch, 
which  is  a  handsome,  imposing  stmcture.     It  is  contemplated  to  pat  ap  &  bell 
and  a  clock  here,  and  when  this  is  done  it  will  add  considerably  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  church.     A  few  model  dweUiug-houses  for  the  villagers  hare  beea 
already  erected ;  and  others,  I  am  informed,  are  about  shortly  to  be  commentti 
The  buildings  very  much  resemble  Elnglish  cottages,  are  well  ventilated,  and  htn 
each  a  sitting-room  and  a  few  other  rooma  which  serve  for  kitchen,  sltepiog 
rooms,  etc.      Then  there  are  two  very  good  Dhnrmaalas  for  travdlen  to  pa 
up  in,  and  they  are  respectively  named  after  their  Excellencies  the  Miniiter  w 
the  Revenue  Minister.     Efforts  are  being  made  to  form  a  large  tank  ;  a&d  a  ib 
broad  well  has  been  already  constructed  which  ^will  irrigate  some  twenty  acreto 
land.     A  large  mango  tope  has  been  laid  out,  and  in  a  few  years  it  will  forn  i 
beautiful  grove.     This  new  settlement  has  already  a  population  of  abott  t«i 
hundred  aouls.     They  are  all  native  Christians,  and  besides  being  taught  retdi^ 
and  writing,  they  are  trained  in  different  professions,  such  as  carpenten,  \iA 
layers,  masons,  etc     Bethel  promises  in  process  of  time  to  become  a  flouruM 
settlement.     It  will  have  a  civilising  influence  on  the  surronnding  villagt^*. 
will  tend  to  impress  on  our  ryots  the  benefits  of  sanitation  and  the  advaot^* 
securing  ventilation  in  the  construction  of  their  dwelling-hoases.     Suck  bm 
settlements  are  greatly  needed,  and  will  benefit  the  country  at  laige.    It  ill 
pity  that  model-farming  is  not  resorted  to  here ;  were  this  done  much  hM 
would  accrue  not  only  to  this  settlement,  but  to  iiie  district  also." 

w 

Mr.  Shesbadri's  report  completes  tbis  story  of  purely  native  effort  tf| 
co-operatioD,  Christian,  BraDman,  Parsee,  and  Mussulman,  for  A 
foundation  of  "  a  city  set  upon  a  hill,"  to  which  the  Light  of  the  Won 
will  yet  attract  and  assimilate  the  eleven  millions  of  the  great  Mobii 
medan  principality  of  the  Nizam  of  the  Dekhan,  covering  an  area  litd 
short  of  that  of  Italy.  Mr.  Sheshadri  spends  five  months  of  the  year  a 
Jalna,  ^ve  at  Indapore,  and  the  two  winter  months  he  devotes  to  Oo« 
rawntee  and  itinerating  by  railway. 

**  Beihelj  near  Jaha* — ^When  here  we  took  up  oar  abode  in  the  'Froj 
Chamber '  attached  to  the  portico  of  our  beloved  '  Zion,'  in  order  to  spend  m 
time  among  the  converts,  and  build  them  up  in  their  recently  adopted  f 
The  contrast  in  this  mode  of  life  shows  the  native  excellence  of  Oh: 
In  our  Pharisaical  days  we  gloried  in  being  a  Brahman  of  the  Brahmaaa 
we  spend  our  days  and  nights  among  those  who  are  still  regarded  as  'the 
scouring  of  all  things.'  We  have  had  every  reason  to  be  thankful  in  this 
ation  from  early  friends  and  companions  for  sixteen  long  years.  Wherever 
go  through  neighbouring  villages  the  taunting  expression  often  falls  npon 
ear, '  there  goes  the  Mang  Gooroo '  (spiritual  guide).  We  suppose  they  mean  t 
show  the  contrast  that  he  who  was  the  spiritual  guide  of  '  the  eighteen  castei'i 
now  the  guide  of  the  one  of  the  *  low-bom '  and  *  accursed  *  classes.  The  expii* 
sion  gives  an  opportunity  of  setting  forth  the  claims  of  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ  t 
the  only  spiritual  guide,  who  is  able  and  willing  to  bring  men  to  a  saving  know 
ledge  of  the  only  true  and  living  God,  through  Hia  atoning  death.    Ever  noc^ 
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tb«  opening  of  the  new  church  at  Bethel  last  year,  the  early  morning  eervice 
ihm  6  to  7  o'clock  has  been  kept  up  without  an  exception.  At  this  service  we 
pi  orer  the  Book  of  Psalms.  After  reading,  a  Tery  few  remarks  are  made,  and 
tbe  whole  is  oondaded  with  singing  a  hymn  and  prayers.  For  some  time  no 
fewer  than  the  perfect  number,  seven,  engage  in  offering  short  prayers.  This 
udicates  progress  in  the  right  direction.  Ability  to  pray  extempore  is  unknown 
smongit  onr  noD.Christian  portion  of  our  countrymen.  Beyond  the  prescribed 
fonnajs  no  Hindoo  or  any  other  religionist  knows  anything  of  prayer.  The  aim 
ID  this  aerrioe  is  to  get  the  people  to  appreciate  and  imbibe  the  devotional  spirit 
tiut  is  shown  in  this  wonderful  book. 

**  On  the  Lord's  day  we  have  three  diets  of  worship.  At  the  morning  service 
tbe  whole  eongr^ation  is  turned  into  a  Sabbath-school.  We  have  introduced 
tke  'International  Lessons,'  and,  on  the  whole,  we  are  much  pleased  with  the 
|>ngren  made.  The  system  of  International  Lessons  is  associated  in  our 
ainds  with  some  of  the  sublimest  passi^ges,  as  having  been  already  partially 
tiliilled^'  The  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters 
QTiir  the  le^'  We  hear  that  some  seven  or  eight  millions  of  persons  study  the 
SBf  portion  every  Lord's  day  all  over  the  world.  How  grand  the  conception ! 
>'.  tfaAt  other  book  in  the  world  can  this  be  affirmed  ?  Even  in  Marathee  we 
Ma  peculiar  facilities  to  study  these  weekly  lessons.     The  Christian  weekly 

Recalled  Dwyanodaya  (Rise  of  Knowledge)  contains  comments  and  explana- 
^of  every  week's  lessons,  which  our  teachers  and  catechists  find  very  helpful 
j^actiog  their  classes.    This  system  is  followed  at  every  one  of  our  stations. 
f^>n  2  to  3  P.M.  is  the  principal  service,  which  is  attended  by  the  resident 
tffiTerti,  and  very  often  a  number  of  people  from  neighbouring  villages  are 
pr^eni    At  the  evening,  a  third  service,  the  Christian  young  men  give  short 
^^^sf^Wi  in  turn.     This  is  mooh  liked  by  our  people.     A  number  of  these  will 
^  trained  ss  preachers.     We  still  spend  alternate  Sundays  between  Bethe)  and 
iilu.    At  the  latter  place  we  continue  to  hold  divine  service  in  the  station 
'icfch  for  our  Suropeaa  Christian  friends.      If  Dean  Stanley  finds  his  way  to 
fmbyterian  pulpits  in  Scotland,  I  don't  see  any  reason  why  people  should  find 
^H  with  OS  when  we  preach  in  Episcopal  pulpits,  and  that  in  our  own  father- 
sod. 

'  The  weekly  meetings  on  Wednesday  «vening8  for  Bible-reading,  and  on  Friday 
«reningB  for  prayer,  an  outpouring  of  the  Lord's  Spirit  upon  all  flesh,  and  the 
^"Mj  concert  for  prayer  for  Missions  all  over  the  world,  have  been  regularly 
tb^red  for  the  last  year.  All  the  evangelists  come  to  head-quarters  with  their 
^^thly  reports,  many  of  which  are  forwarded  to  you,  along  with  the  remarks 
« them,  ss  specimens  of  what  is  done  in  our  rural  Missions.  On  these  occasions 
^  have  much  social  intercourse,  and  hints  are  given  with  regard  to  their  duties 
^ing  the  month  on  which  they  enter. 

'There  have  h^eufifty-OM  fi«sh  admissions  into  the  Church  at  this  place  ;  33 
'l^^se  by  baptiam,  and  the  remaining  18  by  simple  profession,  as  they  were 
"Prized  in  infancy.  This  is  the  largest  number  we  have  had  since  the  commence- 
B^t  of  the  Mission.  However,  as  time  rolls  on,  we  expect  the  young  of  our 
^"^gregstioDs  to  give  themselves  to  the  Lord.  Of  the  33  baptised  persons  22 
*^adiilt%  and  the  remaining  11  were  children.  The  young  men  in  the  con- 
P^^tions  continue  to  give  much  satisfaction  by  their  intelligence  and  conduct, 
ne  trusforming  influences  of  the  Gospel  are  nowhere  seen  so  strilcingly  dis- 
|hyed  m  in  them.  They  belong  to  a  community  trodden  down  by  a  bigoted 
pneithood,  and  by  a  haughty  fanatical  race  of  rulers.  A  large  number  have  now 
cvned  to  read  and, write  Marathee  better  than  the  Brahmans  themselves.  Hence 
there  is  a  marked  difference  in  their  walk  and  conversation.  One  cannot  converse 
^'^  A  pcnon,  even  of  the  higher  class,  in  this  country  for  a  minute,  but  some 
^t^Keoe  word  proceeds  from  his  lips.  Our  Christian  people  are  anxious  to  come 
*P  to  the  apostolic  injunction,  <  Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace,  seasoned 
»rth  aalt'" 

'*Oar  heart's  desire  is  to  see  the  new  settlement  a  grand  centre  of  influence. 
^riag  the  year  several  Bethelites  have  gone  out  to  other  places  with  a  view  to 
«Te  the  Lord.    The  first  batch  of  artisans  have  gone  to  the  Berar  districts  tQ 
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earn  their  lirelihood,  and  throngh  the  kindness  of  the  executive  engineer  (& 
Glasgow  friend)  of  that  part  of  the  country,  they  will  get  as  much  work  as  ihnj 
are  able  to  go  through.   As  they  have  all  learned  to  read  and  write,  and  undenttBd 
the  plan  of  salvation  so  well,  we  hope  they  will  he  useful  to  their  feUow-cooDtnr- 
men  in  commending  to  them  the  religion  they  have  adopted.     With  regvd  to 
the  material    progress  of    the   settlement  we  have  reason  to    he   thukfii 
Two  hundred  mango-trees,  and  some  fifty  or  sixty  guava-trees,  are  io  very  gni 
condition*     Last  year  many  of  them  blossomed,  and  this  year  we  hope  to  Nek 
still  larger  number.     Some  of  the  guava*trees  bore  fruit  this  year,  which  v) 
thought  the  most  delicious  we  had  ever  tasted.     However,  the  trees  will  lut 
become  sources  of  revenue  to  our  mission  for  four  or  five  years  yet  to  oome.  n> 
that  our  excellent  friend  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  Glasgow 
who  styles  himself  as  "  old  young  man,"  will  have  to  exercise  patience. 

*'The  buildings  we  possess  at  present  are, — (1.)  Zion;  (2.)  Bethany  School; 
(3.)  The  Sir  Salar  Jang  Dhuramsala  ;  (4.)  The  Mookurrum-ood-Dowla  Dharmnb; 
(5.)  Six  Model-Houses—and  (6.)  The  Mabboob  Alikhan  Talao  (Tank).  Somed 
these  have  been  named  after  their  Excellencies  in  H.H.  Dorainioos,  in  acknov* 
ledgment  of  the  kindness  we  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  powen  thst 
be.  About  800  acres  of  fallow  ground  our  Christian  agriculturists  have  hrougbt 
under  cultivatiou  ;  but  for  several  years  they,  as  well  as  others,  have  had  to 
contend  with  bad  seasons. 

**We  have  a  number  of  elementary  schools,  vernacular  and  anglo-veraacoliK 
Our  grand  aim  is  to  see  that  as  much  Christian  truth  is  inculcated  by  means  d 
these  schools  as  is  possible.     The  catechiats,  who  are  also  teachers,  impart  modi 
biblical  instruction  orally.     We  devote  the  greater  part  of  Saturday  to  examiia; 
tions,  and  thus  we  know  exactly  how  much  of  religious  instruction  they  recs^ 
from  week  to  week.     A  large  number  of  children  of  both  sexes  are  familiar  viH 
the  historical  portions  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.     We  have  read  ptf? 
tions  of  the  elder  Hodge's  Theology  with  our  senior  catechista,  giving  them  li*^' 
translation  or  substance  as  we  went  along.     We  have  gone  over  with  8up««* 
delight  the  chapters  on  the  Trinity,  and  the  Divinity  of  the  Lord  Jesus-  '^ 
book  is  a  store-house  of  Protestant  theology.     We  should  like  to  have  a  copy* 
every  one  of  our  stations.     Will  not  the  energetic  and  enterprising  pablishsii 
favour  us  with  half  a  dozen  of  copies  of  the  work  ?    We  trust  they  were  b^; 
consumed  in  the  fire  that  destroyed  so  much  of  their  valuable  property.   It 
not  possible  for  us  to  send  our  catechiats  to  Bombay  to  carry  on  their  stadiei 
a  regular  theological  seminary.     A  non- Christian  friend  has  read  with  iis  sen 
parts  of  M'Cosh  on  the  Method  of  the  Divine  Government  with  great  admiral 
and  delight. 

"We  have  learnt  with  sincere  gratification  that  we  are  to  have  a  nedicH 
practitioner  at  Bethel  at  no  distant  period.  He  will  have  a  most  splendid  splMH 
of  usefulness.  The  sick  from  hundreds  of  neighbouring  villages  will  flock  te 
relief  and  instruction. 

*'  Our  evangelists  continue  to  carry  on  their  morning  excursions.  Bliod  Btf> 
timeus  with  his  party  goes  about  a  good  deal  preaching  the  word  of  hf&  1^ 
principal  fairs  were  visited  as  in  years  past,  and  much  gospel  truth  has  thus  bc^ 
disseminated  far  and  wide.  Bartimeus  is  a  first-rate  disputant,  and  almost 
variably  comes  off  victorious.  He  never  loses  his  temper,  which  is  a 
thing  in  conducting  an  argument.  Who  can  tell  what  the  effect  of  this  so 
will  be  ?  The  Saviour's  saying  is  constantly  realised  by  us,  '  One  soweth 
another  reapeth.'  The  beloved  pioneer  missionaries,  who  have  nearly  p*-^ 
away,  sowed  the  seed,  and  we  are  now  reaping  what  they  sowed.  During  I 
we  ourselves  have  travelled  over  opce,  from  terminus  to  terminus,  the  G.  I 
Railway,  and  twice  as  far  as  Oomrawutee  and  back  again.  Wherever  we  fo 
opportunity  of  commending  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  we  did  so,  to  Chns 
and  non-Christians.  We  had  large  gatherings  of  our  educated  oonotrym^n 
Nagpore,  Oomrawutee,  Khanig&wa,  Jubulpore,  Bombay,  and  other  places, 
few  years  ago  we  could  not  have  secured  such  respect.  What  does  this  quie^ 
attention  mean?  Does  it  indicate  progress  in  the  right  direction!  *f*i^ 
eometh  by  hearing.* " 
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Indapore  and  Oomraumtee. — Indapore  is  a  large  and  superstitious  Hindoo 
town,  eigfatj-fonr  miles  soutb-east  of  Foona.  Oomrawntee  is  a  great 
cottoD  mart,  and  the  centre  of  the  five  counties  of  the  province  of  Berar, 
Utween  Nagpore  and  Bombay,  with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half 
DiillioDB.  At  the  former,  Mr.  Shesbadri  and  Mr.  Mahatekar  carried  on 
tbe  Mission,  which  was  inspected  by  the  Governor,  Sir  Richard  Temple, 
who  bi8  always  shown  a  personal  interest  in  our  Church's  work  in  India. 
At  tbe  latter,  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north-east  of  Bombay,  the 
Ber.  Sidoba  Misal  prosecuted  his  evangelising  and  school-inspecting- 
lork  in  the  central  station,  and  in  some  out-stations. 

Two  Proposed  New  Mission& 

Daring  1879  the  Committee  received  a  letter  from  Major  Bloomfield, 

5rp06ing  a  Mission  to  the  Gk>nd  tribe  of  Baigas  in  the  Balaghat  and 
Eiiilla  districts  of  the  Central  Provinces,  and  offering  a  subscription  if 
tir  Free  Church  will  establish  such  a  Mission.  This  project  is  reserved 
felbe  report  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Cooper. 
Ix  Rev.  J.  S.  Beaumont  and  N.  Shesbadri  have  reported  in  favour  of 
l^adoption,  by  the  Committee,  of  the  Mission  established  by  the  late 
Iff.  Adam  White  at  Sassoor  or  Saswad,  the  largest  town  between  Poona 
ml  OQT  old  station  of  Satira.  Not  only  the  undertaking  of  these  and 
Mbr  new  Missions  in  India  and  Africa,  but  the  consolidation  or  com- 
plete e£Bciency  of  our  existing  stations  depends  on  the  raising  of  tbe 
»«nae  from  congregations  to  at  least  £20,000  a  year.  Will  the  people 
lold  back  when  the  blessing  is  being  so  abundantly  poured  out  ? 

AFRICA. 
1.  Eafraria  Missions,  adopted  in  1844. 

t(*m/at.— Kcv8.  J.  Stewart,  M.D.,  W.  J.  B.  Moir.  M.A.,  D.  Doig  Young,  and 
t  Uzimba,  ordained  Missionaries  ;  Mr.  A.  Smith,  M.A.,  Missionary  Professor  ; 
^n.  A.  Bennie,  A.  Macphail,  M. A.,  W.  G.  Duncan,  and  A.  Geddes,  Masters  ; 
fe  J.  Weir,  MissioDary-emeritus  (appointed  in  1827).  Superintendents  of  black- 
*r.hs',  carpenters',  wagon-makers*,  printing,  and  book  and  farm  departments. 

J^ac/arim. — ^Rev.  E.  Makewani,  ordained  Missionary. 

^rndtUL — (Vacant)  Superintended  by  Rev.  Bryce  Ross,  M.A. 
;  ^Jne.— Rev.  Bryce  Ross,  M.A.,  ordained  Missionary. 
'  ^wningham. — Rev.  Richard  Ross,  ortlained  Missionary. 

^P>ank. — Rev.  J.  G.  Robertson,  ordained  Missionary. 

^fthfwood, — Rev.  James  Macdonald,  ordained  Missionary. 

The  Free  Church  InstitutionB, — The  session  of  1879  left  our  great 
•^edale  Institution  so  reconstructed  and  advanced  as  almost  to  wipe 
JWthe  results  of  tbe  two  years'  war  and  drought  of  1876-77.  The  five 
■Bodred  Christian  residents  in  and  around  Lovedale  passed  through  a 
J**' of  blessing.  At  one  time  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stewart  feared  that  the  old 
J**' "was  to  be  quite  unproductive  of  spiritual  results.  Towards  tlie 
eloseof  November,  however,  we  discovered  that  we  were  mistaken.  We 
^▼e  it  to  the  safe  test  of  time  to  pronounce  on  the  reality  of  those  pro- 
fe*ioD8  tbat  were  then  made.  If  even  a  portion  comes  to  froit,"  the  year 
5^11  be  memorable.  Fresh  interest  was  created  in  the  Church  regarding 
j-«  manifold  missionary  departments  and  results  by  the  publication  of 
^^iteTsftom  the  Bev.  R.  W.  Barbour,  M.  A.,  who,  at  first  a  passing  traveller, 
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has  been  constraiDed  to  remain  there  for  months,  and  to  help  in  the  work 
from  sheer  admiration  of  its  evangelical  and  philanthropic  thorongbness 
and  variety.  Bat  thiH,  the  latest  testimony,  is  only  in  keeping  with  the 
opinions  of  all  visitors,  whether  travellers  like  Mr.  A.  Trollope,  or  6tat& 
men  like  Sir  Bartle  Frere. 

Lovedale  is  the  busiest  indnstrial  College  in  the  missionary  wory. 
Twenty-one   students,  of  whom  eleven  Kafirs  were  -certificated  sM- 
masters,  were  under  instruction,  theological  and  literary.     Dr.  Stewin 
appealed  to  the  various  missionaries  of  South  Africa  to  send  up  youths  d 
still  higher  attainments,  and  especially  candidates  for  the  native  pastorate. 
'*  The  Churches  at  home  will  not  supply  European  missionaries  to  om- 
take  the  widespread  native  population  of  South  Africa;  perhaps tbeywiS 
hardly  continue  the  present  numbers  beyond  the  lifetime  of  those  wbo  are 
now  in  the  field,  and  there  is,  therefore,  an  urgent  necessity  for  raising 
up  a  native  ministry.    Besides  those  designed  to  take  the  place  of  ordain* 
missionaries,  intending  teachers  ought  to  receive  a  measure  of  theologi 
training  to  qualify  them  to  act  as  evangelists.     Christian  teacbers 
trained  would  be  a  power  for  good  in  a  heathen  community.''    Id  tb 
whole  Institution  there  were  393  youths  of  both  sexes,  many  of  tbeo^ 
boarders,  who  paid  in  fees  £1606,  besides  £510  still  due.     Livingstonii 
and  Blantyre  Missions  had  sent  6  pupils  to  Lovedale,  and  Delagoa  Bs; 
3;  from  Natal  there  were  19;  from  Sekukuni's  country,  2;  and  from  ii)< 
country  of  the  Barolongs,  11.     The  industrial  departments  and  the  fans 
greatly  prospered.     The  carpenter  had  30  apprentices  and  jonroejioei 
under  him;    the  wagon-maker,  3 ;   the  blacksmith,  5 ;   the  printer,'; 
and  the  bookbinder,  2.     From  the  farm,  for  this  hard-working  comnntt'tf 
of  500  consumers,  there  were  raised  1054  bags  of  maize,  beans,  poUtdOi 
and  wheat. 

The  same  Education  Board  of  missionary  professors  and  laps 
which  controls  Lovedale  under  the  Committee,  superintends  the  TraoskA 
Institution  of  Blythswood  for  the  Fingo  Kafirs.  Hardly  had  BlytbswMJ 
been  opened  in  July  1877,  when  its  students  were  scattered  by  war,  an 
for  nearly  two  years  its  walls  became  an  asylum  for  refugees,  ud  * 
Oovernment  barrack.  Still  the  Kev.  B.  Boss  watched  over  its  missiooaiy 
interests.  When  Mr.  J.  Macdonald  returned  to  re-open  it  early  in  187i 
fifty  Fingo  youths  presented  themselves  for  entrance.  The  varied  woA 
went  on  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  the  renewed  commotion  caused  bj  thii 
disasters  and  the  conflict  in  Zululand.  ''  When  the  news  of  the  Saodlk^ 
wana  disaster,"  Mr.  Macdonald  writes,  '*  had  reached  Fingoland,  so  gi^ 
was  the  Fingoes'  dread  of  the  Zulu  power  that  many  of  them  oontemplatflj 
removing  to  a  distance  ''  under  the  Qonviction  that  the  Zulus  would  tad 
their  country  in  the  line  of  march  to  Cape  Town  I  In  all  this  Blytbsworf 
has  only  passed  through  the  same  baptism  of  blood  which  often  tested  w 
stability  of  our  other  mission  stations  to  the  south. 

The  close  of  the  year  saw  the  Blythswood  Institution  in  anew  poBitii9> 
The  Fingoes,  who  themselves  had  called  it  into  existence,  resolved  to  cli< 
off  the  debt  on  the  buildings  which  had  become  more  extensive  than  «i> 
originally  contemplated.  After  a  visit  from  Dr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Kion 
on  the  19th  November,  the  head  men  pledged  themselves  to  oontiibate 
£1650  for  this  purpose,  making  the  sum  which  they  will  have  gi^^"  ^ 
the  Instituti<m  £4650,  against  some  £2000  granted  by  the  Free  CharcJ. 
NotwithsUnding  the  drought  which  has  again  afflicted  Eafraris,  the bea^- 
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meD  and  people  handed  in  the  greater  portion  of  the  promised  sum  seven 
«eeb  after.  The  whole  story  as  told,  coldly,  in  the  local  newspapers, 
forms  a  new  chapter  in  the  romance  of  Missions.  The  Foreign  Missions 
Committee  have  sent  a  pastoral  letter  on  the  subject  to  the  Fingoes, 
enconraging  them  to  the  measare  of  self-support  and  government  which 
Dr.  Stewart  thus  sketched  in  his  second  address  to  ihem  : — 

"If  the  natiTe  people  of  Fingoland  were  to  take  up  the  whole  responsibility  of 
Blnluirood,  pay  the  additional  £2000  or  more,  which  the  Free  Charch  has  pat 
iito  it ;  nndertake  the  regular  anniuil  expenditure  of  the  staff,  and  all  other 
(Tiinarj  charges  connected  with  the  Institute ;  and  carry  on  the  work  in  accord- 
uo«  vith  the  original  memorandum — I  cannot  believe  but  that  the  Home  Com- 
Bittee  would  regard  such  a  result  as  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  that  could  be 

Feeling  the  new  responsibility  laid  upon  themselves,  meanwhile,  and 

bring  received  an  application  f^m  the  Rev.  J.  Macdonald  to  be  trans- 

^rred  to  another  station,  the  Committee  at  once  resolved  to  seek  out  the 

list  and  most  devoted  missionary  they  could  find,  and  place  him  at  the 

•-uof  Blythswood.     Such  a  man  they  believe  they  have  secured  in  the 

^r. James  Scott,  6.8c.,  of  the  Evangelistic  Association,  Glasgow.     He 

•-^accepted  a  formal  call  from  the  Committee  to  go  out  after  adding  to 

'■mother  special  accomplishments  for  the  duties,  a  yearns  study  of  practical 

J^^iicine. 

Tk  Native  Churches  and  Schools. — God  has  continued  greatly  to  bless  the 
R&fir  chm-ehes,  under  the  Rev.  Messrs.  B.  and  R.  Ross,  at  Eurnshill,  Pirie, 
Conningham,  and  the  outlying  regions,  and  under  the  Rev.  M.  Mzimba 
uid  E.  Makewani  at  Lovedale  and  Macfarlan.  The  case  of  Duffbank  is 
^-eiag  dealt  with  by  the  Presbytery.  The  statistical  returns  in  the  Appen- 
dix show  ever-increasing  additions  to  the  Church,  and  to  the  giving  of  the 
t*v  converts  for  spiritual  purposes.  The  Rev.  R.  Ross  is  urgent  that 
Btre missionaries  be  sent  to  reap  the  harvest,  which  is  plenteous.  The 
Stv.  B.  Boss  writes : — 

"BwrjuhilL — The  admissions  into-  the  Church  are  seen  to  be  large.  These  are 
^  results  of  the  patient  labours  of  the  de])arted.  The  exclusions  or  suspensions 
■9  maXt  I  fear  the  statistics  of  next  year  will  show  that  this  number  is  decep- 
^  This  district  has  not  escaped  the  demoralisation  of  war.  Many  parents  in 
^  coantzy  must  lament  the  havoc  wrought  in  their  families  by  its  evils. 
^I^^^ver,  in  the  Buroshill  district,  and  especially  at  the  central  station,  the  evils 
'^'tlong  vacancy  are  beginning  to  show  themselves  to  be  serious.  The  whole 
^  of  office-bearers  has  been  weakened  at  the  central  station.  The  young 
^l^e,  who  are  nvore  advanced  in  education  than  their  superiors  in  oflBce,  require 
^  coostant  presence  of  an  ordained  minister.  The  return  of  quiet  has  permitted 
^to  K-open  several  schools,  which  were  closed  for  want  of  suitable  accommoda- 
^^  before  hostilities  broke  out.  To  get  that  suitable  accommodation,  Mr. 
V^leod  laboured  long  and  hard,  though  suffering  from  great  weakness.  He  was 
'  ^'cd  away  just  when  about  to  see  his  work  brought  to  a  successful  issue.  The 
''"'pie have  kept  well  together  hitherto,  and  may,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  con- 
*>*^7,  be  able  to  do  so  for  a  long  time  to  come  ;  but  it  is  not  good  to  keep  them 

"  Ptrie. — ^We  are  endeavouring  to  recover  from  the  evils  of  drought  and  war. 
^''i  antamn  of  1879  was  a  very  fine  one.  The  earth  yielded  her  increase  in  a 
^-rj  remarkable  manner.  Many  felt  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  restored  peace 
•)i  t  plentiful  harvest ;  and  some  presented  free-will  offerings  to  the  Giver  of 
'*good.    Bat  the  debts  incurred  during  the  famine,  and  the  additional  taxation 
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put  on  by  the  GrOTernmeDt,  have  weighed  heavily  apon  the  people.    It  'vill  he 
seen  from  the  returns  that  the  admissions  into  the  Church  have  been  fewer,  whik 
the  suspensions  and  exclusions  have  been  large.     This  is  discouraging.    On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  the  encouraging  fact  that,  during  this  year,  seversl  pkceai 
which  hitherto  have  been  unproductive,  have  given  their  first-fruits  unto  God.  a 
the  person  of  converts  warmly  attached  to  His  cause.     The  number  of  schoob  ii 
o))eration  has  decreased.     This  has  been  caused  by  our  insisting  on  the  qunaif 
pre-payment  of  school  fees.     We  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  advance  «k- 
wise.     To  teach  a  people,  coming  out  of  untutored  heathenism,  to  pay  for  'k 
instruction  of  their  children,  is  to  confer  a  great  blessing  npon  theoL     On  tb 
Lord's  day  there  are  generally  two  diets  of  public  worship  at  all  the  statioiu,ei»i' 
ducted  by  the  ordained  missionary,  the  elders,  and  some  trustworthy  memUn 
There  are  Sabbath-schools  in  various  parts  attended  by  230  children,  both  Chriv 
tian  and  heathen.    And  there  is  a  Bible-class,  conducted  by  the  missionaxy's  wife, 
at  the  central  station.      On  week-days  there  are  prayer-meetings,  8tste<ilT,B 
various  parts  ;  and  the  two  Scripture-readers  visit  in  their  respective  districUoi 
certain  days.    One  of  them,  however,  was  laid  up  for  months  by  a  severe  icddeii 
which  he  received  from  the  jolting  of  his  horse  while  he  was  hurrying  on  his  vij 
to  locations  where  he  intended  to  have  four  services  that  day.  ' 

"  Translation, — The  work  of  Bible  translation  reached  the  end  of  the  Book* 
Job  by  the  eod  of  the  year.  The  New  Testament  was  translated  ssd  printe 
years  ago. 

Ounnintjham, — ^The  Bev.  B.  Boss  writes : — **  I  wish  you  had  been  in  Cai 
ham  church  at  our  last  communion.     The  church  was  full  to  the  outside,    hi 
forenoon  thirty-one  adults  and  sixteen  infants  were  baptized.    The  collection  < 
the  Lord's  Supper  was  £2,  148.  for  the  Livingstonia  Mission.     Cunningham 
should  be  divided  into  at  least  two  districts.      With  its  out-stations  it  hai 
communicants,  and  200  candidates  for  baptism.     Qatberg  has  38  commiii 
and  6  candidates,     Dnffbank  has  22  members  and  8  candidates." 


2.  Natal  Missions,  founded  in  1867. 

Maritzburg, — ^Bev.  J.  Stalker,  M.A.,  ordained  Missionary. 
Impolweni, — Bev.  James  Scott,  ordained  Missionary.     Native  Teseher. 
Ocrdon, — Bev.  J.  Dalzell,  M.B.,  B.D.,  ordained  Medical  Missionary ;  Mr.i 
Welsh,  Teacher ;  Mr.  G.  Campbell,  Agriculturist ;  T.  Mabuya,  Catechisi 

The  Zulu  war  cast  its  blight  OTer  the  missionary  operations  of  ISI 
but  even  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  scene  of  conflict  they  went  on 
interruptedly.  In  Maritzbnrg  Mr.  Stalker  continued  to  be  8traiteDe<J 
room  for  both  the  congregation  and  the  school,  and  the  Committee 
await  bis  report  on  the  subject  of  Mission  accommodation.  At 
Impolweni  settlement,  where  the  congregation  increased  thirty  per 
and  the  school  went  on  growing  in  numbers,  the  Zulus  themselves  boi 
church  with  a  grant  of  only  £100  from  the  Committee.  Mr.  Scott  pi 
extension.  Dr.  Dalzell's  report  shows  vividly  bow  the  Gordon  Mi^ 
was  affected  by  the  Eetchwayo  war.  **  One  such  year  in  a  Hissioo's  *" 
he  writes,  **  is  enough." 

*'  OorcUm  JfiMton.— The  year  1879  began  with  the  marohmg  of  British  I( 
past  within  sight  of  us,  making  our  usually  quiet  waggon-road  gay  with 
scarlet  coats.    All  thought  the  war  would  be  short  and  sharp.    The  officer! 
high  command  were  confident.    The  natives  in  the  Cape  Colony  had  never  st 
fire  nor  appeared  in  the  open — ^the  Zulus  would  do  the  same.    The  amy  vt 
march  straight  forward,  unopposed,  to   Ulundi,  and  dictate,  from  the  hii 
Isigodhla,  its  terms.    Men  of  experience,  who  had  traded  among  the  Znlu 
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btiated  with  them,  who  had  Been  Ketahwayo^a  army  and  knew  its  numbers,  who 
hdd  stood  snd  looked  on  while  the  youngest  regiment,  by  the  king's  orders  and 
Atswding  to  their  annaal  custom,  strove  to  drive  back  and  burst  through  another 
itgiment,  senior  by  a  year  or  two,  opposed  to  it,  both  sides  armed  only  with 
koobkerries  (a  stick  with  a  knob  the  size  of  one's  fist,  in  fact  a  **  skull-cracker  "), 
then  blows  were  exchanged  which  left  not  a  few  dead,  laid  many  a  skull  open, 
ui'l  broke  many  a  limb ;  when,  too,  an  old  and  tried  regiment  stood  near,  and 
vitchiog  lest  in  the  heat  too  many  should  be  killed,  or,  giving  way  too  soon, 
^:ber  tide  should  show  the  **  white  feather,"  when  in  they  would  rush  to  separate 
tD^  orer-esger  or  fall  upon  the  cowards :  Men  who  had  seen  all  this,  who  ha«l 
kf'ped  to  dress  the  wounded  after  such  a  review  in  earnest,  who  had,  over  and 
t)tcr  agsio,  heard  the  younger  regiments,  in  frantic  eagerness,  cry  out  for  war, 
UM  tbey  might  no  more  be  girls  but  men,  having  washed  their  spears  in  an 
cL-my's  blood;  who  knew,  therefore,  that  the  Zulus  would  fight,  and  fight 
dtterminedly  too :  such  men  warned  our  army,  pressed  on  them  the  necessity 
Ut  the  atmost  vigilance,  owing  to  the  cunning  and  swift  movements  of  the  foe, 
i&  f &itL  They  were  listened  to  respectfully,  and  their  advice  quietly  ignored. 
Oet  anny  advanced  in  foolhardy  confidence,  and  Sandhltoana  was  at  once  the 
{Roe  we  paid  for  our  pride  and  vain  confidence,  the  most  eifective  awakening  to 
te^tower,  courage,  and  daring  of  our  fierce  and  unsparing  foe,  and  the  thorough 
idling  of  all  ideas  of  ease  and  picnic  pleasuring  en  route  to  Ulundi. 

'Suidhlwana  was  a  terrible  disaster,  yet  had  it  not  been  for  Sandhlwana, 
Mf  we  would  have  been  mourning  disasters  vastly  greater.  We  believe  it 
n  the  salvation  of  our  army— -of  Natal  and  Transvaal  as  well.  Had  it  happened 
^ty  miles  further  into  Zululand,  the  result,  most  likely,  would  have  been 
Ik  complete  destruction  of  our  army,  and  the  devastation  of  Natal  and  Trans- 
^  Bat  Gk>d  is  good.  If  He  munt  needs  punish  us,  He  will  do  so  in  mercy  ; 
ksc«  t  thousand  soldiers  must  die  at  Sandhlwana,  trampled,  as  it  were,  out  of 
(XKteaoe  by  the  weight  of  the  foe,  while  a  hundred  at  Umtyiana  (Rorke's  Drift) 
^1  tbe  repeated  oiislaughts  of  a  still  heavier  foe,  favoured  too  in  their  attacks 
7  tbe  darkness. 

^'Tbe  whole  Mission  Staff  were  at  home  at  the  Gordon  on  that  fatal  day.  The 
^i  was  reH>pened  after  the  New  Year  holidays  on  that  very  day.  Pieces 
'  vnoked  and  coloured  glass  were  handed  about  among  the  school  children  to 
^  at  the  eclipse  in  its  progress,  and  all  were  interested  in,  and  some  amazed 
^  th«  strange  monmful  appearance  of  the  earth  as  the  moon's  dark  shadow  lay 
*N  it  No  one  imagined  the  fitness  of  nature's  mourning.  But  fifteen  miles 
^  tbe  bloodiest  of  sights  was  to  be  seen  ;  well  might  the  sun  hide  his  face 
^  tbe  earth  mourn.  Fighting  till  all  hope  was  gone,  they  stood  and  then 
■oke.  The  fatal  circle  had  all  but  closed — would  have  been  closed  but  for  the 
ty  of  the  enemy  to  enclose  all  within  its  fatal  grasp.  Prolonging  the 
'  they  ran  on  to  get  in  front  of  the  fugitives,  thus  forming  a  double  lane, 
which  men,  horses,  and  cattle  dashed.  Woe  to  the  wounded!  to  him 
horse  stumbled  and  fell  I  to  him  who  rested  exhausted  1  to  those  on  foot  I 
fleetest  soldier,  encumbered  as  he  was,  was  no  match  for  the  naked  Zulu, 
*^  assegai  connts  all,  wounded,  exhausted,  fallen,  fair  play  in  war.  Not  a 
Vtsaded  man  escaped — not  ten  foot-soldiers  escaped  I  Natal  natives  tore  off 
« itrip  of  Turkey  red  they  wore  to  distinguish  them,  dropt  rifle  and  ammunition, 
J^uded  blanket,  and,  in  many  cases,  even  the  muty<i,  and  thus  escaped.  Hun- 
■*h.  however,  lay  dead  on  the  field  of  battle  and  along  the  line  of  flight.  This 
«e  of  flight  was  no  path.  It  simply  happened  that  the  opening  in  the  circle 
^  towards  NataL  It  might  have  been  away  from  it.  Those  who  have  since 
Ubwed  their  track  declare  it  is  almost  impossible  to  believe  that  men  on  horse- 
*^  cookl  oome  that  way.  Huge  boulders  impede,  deep  dry  waterwashes  must 
KcrosMd,  and  precipices,  some  sheer  and  some  nearly  so,  must  be  dropped  and 
^ejk  down.  Remains  of  man  and  horse,  of  saddHery  and  arms,  show  the 
^^le  work ;  and  then  as  if  to  complete  the  tale  of  horror  and  render  escape 
'■pOMible,  the  Buffalo  Bivec  bars  the  way.  Everywhere  difficult  to  ford,  and 
^b  a  uAme  for  extreme  lightness,  making  swimming  more  than  usually  hard, 
^  its  swift  coirent  rushing  over  huge  boulders,  makes  it  a  place  that  no  one 
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would  ever  think  of  crossing.     Bat  there  is  no  choice;  the  enemy  is  cloee  t| 
hand — already  lines  the  bank  above  and  below.     They  plunge  in.    To  ford  a 
swim  safely  requires  experience  which  many  have  not,  and  here  the  greatesl 
skill  is  needed.     Many  plunged  into  that  river  and  were  carried  off — some  to  fal| 
under  the  enemy*s  rifle  as  they  struggled  in  the  water,  some  to  fall  under  the 
assegai  as  in  their  confusion  they  made  the  wrong  bank,  and  not  a  fev  vtr? 
buried  under  the  waters.     Climbing  the  Natal  bank  of  the  river  brought  Ham 
full  under  the  enemy's  fire,  which  again  thinned  the  numbers  of  the  eso^i 
Now  the  fugitives  divide,  the  whites  turn  their  horses'  heads  up  Uui  rinr,  sA 
make  for  Helpmakaar  and  Rorke's  Drift,  while  the  natives  naake  straiglitifi 
home !     Between  four  and  five  in  the  afternoon  a  broken  line  of  fugitives  ia  tea 
passing  home  full  in  sight ;  soon  men  and  women  are  streaming  to  the  Mass, 
others  are  gathering  the  cattle,  and,  before  the  sun  has  set^  all. are  off  to  tfe 
ragged  recesses  of  the  mountains  to  the  East. 

*'  We  had  seen  before  this  that  a  very  little  would  make  our  native  neigV 
leave  their  homes  for  the  rocks  and  mountains,  and  therefore  put  littk  veigb 
upon  their  movements ;  but  when  between  Sf  and  6  a  Mr.  Brickhill  (a  trader 
the  Umsinger,  who  was  with  the  column  aa  interpreter)  appeared  and  told  u  oi 
his  escape,  the  fate  of  the  camp,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  (tidings  cosfirnK 
by  Hendrik  Potgeter  soon  after),  we  were  at  once  compelled  tamake  prepantii 
for  flight.     By  9 '15  the  two  waggons  were  off  with  their  precious  freight  I 
Maritzburg.     Mrs.  Dalxell,  Miss  Lorimer,  Mrs.  Welsh  and  ehild,  Mrs,  Black 
three  children,  Mrs.  Campbell  with  one ;  while  Mrs.  Witt  (wife  of  Rev. 
Witt  of  Rorke's  Drift  Swedish  Mission),  who  had  been  with  us  for  several  ir( 
with  her  three  children,  Swedish  nurse,  and  a  young  German.     Messrs.  Campl 
and  Welsh  were  in  charge  of  the  party.     In  aU  eighteen  and  aeveral  nati?e  boji 
and  girls  to  boot — a  large  party  for  a  lour  days'  journey  in  only  two  wiggooft 

"  In  last  year's  Blue  Book  (Assembly)  it  was  stated  that  we  were  compeilalti 
abandon  the  Gordon.  This  was  a  mistake.  We  never  did  so.  C.  Black  uil 
remained  to  watch  over  it,  and  it  was  well  we  did  se,  or  beyond  douUtif 
Mission  property  would  have  been  wrecked,  and  everything  portable  carrit^i^ 

.  .  On  the  nights  of  the  22d  and  23d  we  kept  watch  and  ward  omtki 
place;  but  when  on  the  24th  the  Umsinga  Native  Levy  was  removed  froa^tf 
front  to  24  miles  it»  oiir  rear,  and  we  were  left  without  a  living  creature  betna 
us  and  the  enemy,  it  seemed  but  reckless  folly  to  remain  ;  so  for  the  neit  i«* 
nights  we  slept,  or  tried  to  sleep  away  ;  always^  however,  returning  home  is  dt 
early  morning  and  not  retiring  till  sunset.  When  these  four  nights  had  pafi^ 
we  gave  up  the  arrangement,  and  stayed  on  night  and  day  afterwards.  I  p^^ 
out  this  mistake,  and  wish  its  correction,  not  because  we  feel  it  a  slar  ipon  o 
to  have  it  so  stated.  No  one  could  blame  us  for  doing  iHiat  all  did,  excri<l 
ourselves  ;  when  even  military  men  were  pleased  to  express  their  astonubmol 
at  our  remaining  there.  We  believe,  what  we  have  stated  abo<ve,  that  bnt  foi 
our  adhering  closely  to  the  Mission,  the  place  would  have  been  wrecked  tm 
plundered.  The  fact  too,  that  we  kept  watch,  kept  our  hones  ready  saddled  w) 
bridled,  and  ourselves  at  all  timea  ready  to  leap  into  the  saddle,  will  sbov  ihti 
we  were  not  acting  foolhardily,  but  with  cool  set  pnrpose ;  having  resolTed  thai 
we  would  not  abandon  the  G.M.M.  before  the  enemy  had  appeared  and  set  it  n 
flames.  We  praise  the  Lord  that  His  mercy  waa  over  ns  herv,  and  those  on  tbc 
road  to  Maritzburg.  His  goodness  to  us  was  exceeding  great.  We  desire  togivi 
Him  all  the  praise. 

**  I  wish  also  to  point  out  another  token  of  His  goodness.  '  Tkfi  fngiciv«* 
Track  and  Drift '  led  straight  in  our  direction.  The  natives  who  escaped  part* 
us  all  that  night  and  next  morning  in  fuU  flight  for  home.  When  theZo^ 
frathered  at  the  Kiver,  instead  of  following  the  700  or  1000  natives  fleeing  in  otf 
direction,  they  deliberately  turned  back  up  the  river,  not  in  pursuit  of  the  othen* 
for  these  generally  made  for  HelpnuUcaar,  but  to  attack  the  post  there.  Tbeir 
easy  victory  at  Sandhlwana  had  made  them  confident  of  success  there.  Ooi  hm 
confounded  their  counsels — ^they  left  off  pursuiztg  the  fugitives — iriuch  tket 
could  have  done  with  safety  to  themselves,  and  with  deadly  effect  to  them  and 
U8,  and  went  to  be  driven  away  humbled  and  beaten,  from  what  they  bad  alnPiuJ 
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ra  war-conxioil  determined  they  should  not  attempt^  viz.,  an  attack  on  the  enemy 
bdiiod  a  wall ! 

"After  Sandhlirana  the  anthoritiee,  Beeing  that  the  Zola  affair  was  not  to  be 
the  abort  and  sharp  war  it  was  expected  to  be,  called  ont  and  placed  Native 
Leiies  in  the  TJmsinga  Division  to  guard  the  Baffalo  border.  One  thousand  of 
these  voe  camped  in  the  Mission  ground  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front  of  us  ;  while 
(fteoi  handred  were  camped  in  our  rear  two  miles  and  a  half,  to  act  as  a  reserve. 
Fire  or  six  miles  to  the  rights  and  twice  as  far  to  the  left,  other  bodies  were 
fliced  to  line  the  border.  Of  these  about  3000  were  convenient  to  um,  and  of 
them  ve  were  invited  to  take  medical  charge.  On  Sabbath  we  visited  them  and 
preached — on  other  days  they  came  to  us  in  crowds  of  thirty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred, 
for  treatment — to  whom,  before  speaking  of  their  various  sicknesses  of  which 
they  complained,  we  spoke  of  the  great  disease  of  their  souls,  of  which  not  a  man 
of  them  eomplained.  It  was  evident  from  the  manner  of  many  of  those  who  came 
tk&t  they  had  never  heard  '  the  word '  preached  before.  These  irregulars  were 
BFTer  u  a  body,  under  fire,  but  frequently  when  out  patrolling  near  the  river  shots 
VfK  exchanged  with  the  enemy,  with  what  loss  to  them  I  know  not.  One  poor 
T^iQg  fellow  on  oar  side  was  shot  right  through  the  chest,  from  side  to  side,  fall- 
*B;dead  on  the  spot,  in  one  of  these  patrols,  pad  the  shooting  been  better,  the 
v*^  would  have  been  more  serious.  These  medical  and  surgical  services 
^^  a  welcome,  because  needed,  addition  of  £182,  10s.  to  the  funds  of  our 


"l&tely  we  have  had  three  wounded  Zulu  warriors  under  our  surgical  treat- 
■Qt.  two  of  whom  were  wounded  at  Sandhlwana  and  one  at  Ulundi.  One  of 
ttta  htt  returned  home,  cured  and  well  and  full  of  gratitude.  Some  one  asked, 
'If  TOQ  bad  come  here  with  an  impi  during  the  war,  would  you  have  killed  us 
if  you  could!'  'Yes.'  *Now?'  *  No,*  with  a  hearty  honest  laugh.  "We  hope  and 
expect  many  more  wounded  will  come.  A  Zulu  girl  who  hurt  her  foot  in  running 
vken  onr  forces  advanced,  came  the  other  day.  A  few  beads  were  her  only 
^Irm.  Xow  with  »  frock  on,  she  looks  a  comely  lassie,  and  I  hope  will  be 
iftiooed  to  stay  when  the  immediate  purpose  of  her  visit  is  over.  Since  the  dose 
rf  the  war  and  the  return  of  the  people  to  their  homes,  medical  mission  work 
ia<-'agthem  has  retnmed  into  its  former  channeL  Many  old  faces  are  wanting — 
^  exposure  proving  too  much  for  the  aged  and  weakly.  Many  infants  carry 
^ir  iges  in  tiieir  names—'  Among  the  rocks,'  *  At  the  fights,* '  Sandhlwana.' " 

3.  The  Lake  Nyassa  Mission,  foanded  in  1875. 

limgttoitta  and  Ifarenpa.— Key.  R.  Laws,  M.6.,  Ordained  Medical  Mission- 
yi',  Mr.  James  Stewart,  C.E.,  Missionary  Engineer,  and  second  in  charge; 
1^  Waterstott,  L.M.,  Meidical  Missionary ;  Mapas  Ntintili,  and  William  Koyi, 
m  Evangelists  ;  Mr.  J.  Gnnn,  Evangelist  and  Agriculturist ;  Mr.  G.  Benzie, 
^^  of  Ilala  Steamer;  Mr.  J.  Macfadyen,  Engineer;  Mr.  A.  Simpson, 
%Qeer  (returning) ;  Bir.  R.  S.  Ross,  Engineer  and  Blacksmith  ;  Mr.  Reid,  Sea- 
^;  Mr.  PateraoB,  Engineer ;  Mr.  A.  0.  Miller,  Weaver  (returning) ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Harkess,  Engineer  (on  his  way  out)* 

Tbe  three  events  of  the  fifth  year  of  this  Mission  history  were — the 
^blisbment  of  the  female,  and  female  medical  departments,  at  Living- 
>toia,  under  Miss  Waterston ;  tbe  snccessfal  expedition  of  Mr.  James 
^vsirt,  C.E.,  through  the  unknown  country  to  the  north- west  of  Nyassa, 
^  to  the  south  shore  of  Tanganyika,  and  the  reduction  to  grammatical 
^«r  and  writing  of  the  Chinyanja,  the  language  of  tbe  Manganja  people, 
*»ong  whom  chiefly  we  labour.  The  goodness  of  God  marked  every  step, 
^<}  to  His  name  we  give  thanks.  The  evangelistic,  school,  industrial  and 
ipicnUnral  work  went  on  as  before. 

Fmale  and  Medical  Work. — ^Mrs.  Laws  was  the  first  European  lady 
^*  penetrate  so  far  into  Eastern  Africa.     On  the  lOth  November,  she  and 
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the  whole  sta£f  welcomed  Miss  Waterston — ''  arch  np,  flags  flying,  td  i 
hundred  thousand  welcomes  in  Gaelic  on  the  front  of  the  two-decker," « 
Mr.  Edward  Toung  caUed  the  only  two-storied  house  in  the  settlemeoj 
She  found  300  natives  at  the  next  Sahbath  Ferrices,  a  vigorons  Sabbsdi 
school,  and  200  at  a  service,  in  one  of  the  neigh bonring  villages,  ittm 
in  the  little  Mtna.  The  first  letter  thus  concluded  : — "  I  managed  to  poBOQ 
my  right  thumb  with  one  of  my  cases.  I  have  only  had  a  siugle  b 
fever,  and  that  not  severe.  I  have  been  trying  to  teach  some  of  the  v 
how  to  make  good  bread,  and  they  seem  to  be  taking  kindly  to  their  y; 
doctor."  Before  the  year  closed,  she  had  Bible-reading,  sewing,  cooki 
and  house-keeping  classes  for  the  girls  and  women,  while  herself  b 
in  acquiring  the  language  and  visiting  the  sarrounding  coaotry. 
Laws  had  handed  over  to  her  all  the  children,  and  the  women  weregoii 
to  her  of  their  own  accord,  so  that  she  had  numerous  patients  every  di 

The  Tanganyika  Expedition. — ^Mr.  Stewart,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Moir  of  the  Central  Africa  Company,  spent  a  large  portion  of  Septem 
and  October  in  exploring  for  the  site  of  a  sanitarium  to  the  north-weet 
Lake  Nyassa.  No  spot,  easily  accessible,  was  found  better  ^ 
Bandawi  or  Mount  Koiriwi  to  the  south  of  Marenga,  and  Eaoingina  h 
been  practically  given  up.  From  14th  October  to  20th  December,  1 
Stewart  penetrated  to  Pambeti  on  the  south  of  Tanganyika,  and  reioii 
to  Livingstonia.  He  reached  that  lake  only  a  few  hours  after 
Thomson  of  the  Royal  Oeographical  Society,  for  whom  he  was  able 
make  observations  for  longitude,  etc.,  and  a  map.  He  passed  over 
fine  plateau  between  the  two  lakes,  ready  for  the  missionary  wte 
be  able  to  take  possession  in  Christ's  name.  Tangan3rika  has  thus 
brought  within  75  days'  time  of  our  Free  Church  Offices,  and  v 
54  days  by  the  telegraph-cable  along  the  coast 

Translation^  etc. — The  Committee  now  lay  on  the  table  of  the  GtBflj 
Assembly  Mr.  J.  Stewart's  Report,  and  the  Chinyanja  Grammar  ■ 
Vocabularies  made  by  the  first  agriculturist  and  evangelist  whom  itii 
out,  Mr.  A.  Riddel. 

Dr.  Laws  reports  as  follows  on  the  state  of  the  Mission  at  the  closi' 
1879:— 

"  It  is  difficnlt  clearly  to  describe  the  progress  which  has  been  made,  th«a 
to  a  visitor  this  progress  is  evident.  When  a  Mission  such  as  ours  comes 
a  people  hitherto  anacqaainted  with  white  men,  strange  ideas  regarding  it 
hold  of  the  native  mind.  At  first  the  chiefs  are  ready  to  welcome  the 
man,  thinking  to  turn  his  superior  knowledge  and  prestige  to  their  own  aec 
in  crushing  opposition  to  their  rule,  and  in  extending  their  boondaries. 
oppressed  suhjects  think  the  white  men  able  to  perform  miracles  on  their 
and  that  to  live  with  him  would  be  to  enjoy  the  results  of  their  work,  u^ 
the  same  time  to  gratify  their  evil  passions  without  being  called  in  qoeidoi 
so  doing.  Farther  aoquaintance  shows  the  chiefs  that  the  white  man  is 
an  unlimited  store  of  oeJico,  on  which  they  can  indent  at  will,  nor  a  cat's  ps*^ 
engage  in  their  quarrels.  The  common  people  see  that  the  white  man  caa 
between  right  and  wrong,  and  that  though  oppression  is  carried  on  to  »  0 
extent,  at  the  same  time  the  oppressed  are  far  from  being  immarnlata.  loi^ 
the  presence  of  the  white  teacher  becomes  distasteful  to  both  parties,  ai  bciB| 
living  conacience  whose  voice  cannot  be  stilled,  nor  his  warnings  oomfortablTi 
regained.  In  due  time  however  respect  is  entertained  for  the  lives,  tuA  »f^^ 
and  principles  of  the  teacher.  By  and  by  the  truth  or  his  instnietions  f^re 
itself  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  by  the  gracious  influences  of  tb«  Ho 
Spirit,  some  of  them  are  enabled  to  embrace  the  (^pel  offered  to  theni)  a&il  ^ 
lives  are  seen  to  be  atiected  thereby. 
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To  reach  this  stage,  however,  the  work  is  often  long  and  tedious.  Line  upon 
bae,  precept  upon  precept,  is  the  method  pursued,  and  progress  is  evident,  though 
\uT  long  its  nature  may  not  be  such  as  to  admit  of  being  estimated  statistically. 
tins  is  the  stage  we  have  reached  in  our  work  here.  The  people  gather  willingly 
tu  listen  to  our  instructions,  and  the  knowledge  of  Scripture  truth  many  of  them 
low  eihiLit  stands  in  marked  contrast  to  the  strange  look  of  wonder  on  their 
Kttt  when  first  told  of  how  God  created  the  world,  and  manifested  His  love  to 
Sis  tallea  creatures. 

In  October  the  observing  station  begun  at  Kaning'ina  the  previous  year  was 
riven  up,  it  having  become  evident  that  of  the  two  places,  Bandawi  and 
Kining'ioa,  the  former  was  much  to  be  preferred.  While  kept  up,  instruction 
ru  re^TuUrly  given  to  those  natives  who  could  be  got  to  assemble.  At  times 
^ivdid  90  in  large  numbers,  at  other  times  few  cared  to  attend,  and  latterly  food 
b«cime  Tery  scarce  in  the  district. 

At  Bandawi  the  confidence  of  the  natives  in  us  is  increasing,  while  our  real 
ko  ud  object  in  coming  to  the  country  is  being  better  understood.  During 
U«  jAst  year  the  attendance  at  the  Sabbath  services  has  been  very  encouraging, 
lEal  tboogh  at  the  school  the  attendance  has  been  very  irregular,  still  a  good 
'tzianing  has  been  made. 

Ic  school  at  Livingstonia  has  gone  on  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  under 

>:are  of  Mr.  Gunn,  the  names  on  the  roll  being  now  over  100  and  the 
Ctdiance  very  regular.  Instruction  is  given  in  Chinyanja  and  English,  the 
jfvQing  half-hour  being  devoted  to  a  Bible  lesson.  After  Miss  Waterston's 
im?al  in  November,  the  sewing  class  formerly  carried  on  by  Mapas  Ntnitili 
{Vised  into  her  charge,  and  the  girls  boarded  at  our  school  were  put  under  her 
oit   Part  of  the  elementary  instruction  in  school  was  also  given  by  her. 

Tbe  vteikal  work  of  the  mission  still  grows  in  favour  with  the  natives,  and  is 
Qbre  taken  advantage  of  by  them.  During  1879  the  health  of  the  £uroi)ean 
-i^ben  of  the  mission  has  been  satisfactory.  Mr.  Miller  sustained  a  fracture 
•  bid  left  collar-bone  by  a  fall  from  a  hammock,  in  which  he  was  being  carried 
rUe  on  a  journey,  but  has  now  recovered. 

The  regular  services,  morning  and  afternoon,  in  Chinyanja  are  carried  on  at 
^gitonia.  A  Sabbath-school  is  held  by  Mr.  Gunn  in  the  afternoon,  and  our 
^lish  service  in  the  evening.  As  often  as  practicable  a  service  is  held  on 
tt^ibath  afternoon  at  Impango's  village,  about  6  miles  away,  and  occasionally  at 
>tber  Tillages.  A  daily  meeting  is  held  with  the  natives  at  work  for  us,  and 
^h  not  confined  to  religious  instruction  every  day,  yet  the  secular  lessons 
prea  are  made  to  point  out  Gk>d's  wisdom,  love,  and  other  attributes. 


MELANESIA. 
Tbe  Unitxd  New  Hebbides  Mission. 

(Founded  1848 :  Under  the  Free  Oharch  of  Scotland  since  1876.) 

-^^fitywiL — Bev.  J.  Inglis,  ordained  missionary  (at  Bible  translation  work  in 
^^on).    Mr.  J.  H.  Lawrie,  evangelist.    Twenty-five  native  teachers. 
Fvtvna. — ^Bev.  J.  Copeland,  ordained  missionary.     Four  native  teachers. 

/pan.>^uma),  Bev.  T.  Neilson,  ordained  missionary  (on  furlough  part  of 

tiie  year). 

^'&e  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Canada,  Victoria,  New  Zealand,  and  Otago  and 
^j'lthland  rapport  eight  missionaries,  besides  our  own,  in  the  islands. 

^  Dofftprmg  missionary-ship  is  common  to  all,  and,  with  its  Christian 
^ptain  and  crew,  is  maintained  by  the  children  of  the  five  Presbyterian  Churches. 

Mr.  Copeland  introduced  the  new  evangelist,  Mr.  Lawrie,  to  the  people 
'^'  Wtyum,  and  then  proceeded  to  his  own  station  at  Futuna,  which  ii 
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almost  virgin  soil  for  the  (Jospel.  Besides  Anami,  the  principal  sUtioo, 
seryices  were  held  in  three  districts.  There  were  273  in  foil  oooh 
mnnion,  and  500  bojs  and  girls  at  school.  The  native  elden  d 
deacons  address  the  people  at  the  ont-station  services.  Mr.  Ltww 
completed  the  detailed  visitation  of  his  side  of  the  island,  accompiaeii 
each  day  by  an  office-bearer.  He  is  growing  in  a  knowledge  of  the  lii- 
guage.  Earnest  watchfulness  is  shown  to  train  the  second  geuentioitt 
Christians  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

The  DayBpring  made  its  annual  voyages  in  safety,  dispensing  bleascfi 
among  the  thirty  islands,  Christian  and  heathen. 

The  missionaries  met  in  Synod  as  usual. 

Bible  Translation.— We  lay  on  the  Uble  of  the  General  Assemblj  tte 
completed  translation  of  the  whole  Bible  into  the  Aneityumese,  as  ua^ 
chiefly  by  our  missionary,  the  Bev.  J.  Inglis.  We  have  to  acbaowledge 
the  generous  co-operation  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Societj  in  thu 
good  work,  and  the  readiness  of  the  people  to  pay  for  the  Word  of  God  ii 
their  own  tongue.  This  forms  the  second. translation  of  the  whole  Biti 
made  by  a  Presbyterian  mission,  and  the  fifty-eighth  complete  tnoslatia 
of  Holy  Scripture  into  the  languages  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Copeland  reports : — 

'*I  left  Sydney  on  the  Ist  April  1879,  for  the  pnTpoee  of  helptng  vhli  At 
settlement  of  Mr.  Lawrie  at  Anami  We  reached  the  station  towards  the  e»ifif 
April,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  attending  the  meeting  of  ST«*i 
I  was  there  till  the  20th  Angnst.  Daring  that  time  I  did  what  I  coatfk 
initiate  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrie  into  the  way  in  which  the  mission  has  fai^ 
been  conducted.  We  visited,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  examined  all  the  m^ 
some  marriages  were  performed,  and  the  Lord's  Supper  was  obeerred.  Heta^ 
of  session  and  of  the  teachers  were  held  ;  and  the  afternoon  school,  hftvoc j* 
its  object  the  imparting  of  a  higher  edacation,  was  resumed.  I  should  m 
from  what  Mr.  Lawrie  saw,  and  from  what  he  gathered  from  me  in  priTsU,ti 
he  has  got  a  good  idea  of  how  the  work  has  hitherto  been  carried  on.  Mori 
less  time  was  given  every  day  to  the  study  of  the  language.  Aa  I  spent  x 
years  at  that  station  soon  after  I  joined  the  mission,  tiie  visit  was  an  in 
one  to  myself.  We  called  at  Aneityum  last  month,  and  were  glad  to  knov 
the  Lawries  were  getting  on  well,  and  were  hopeful  about  the  work.  Tbeyi 
now,  after  a  good  start,  left  to  themselves,  to  make  their  own  mark  and  acqaa 
influence  among  the  natives. 

'*  Leaving  Aneityum  in  August  I  went  to  Fatuna,  my  old  atatiou.  Owing 
ill-health  I  had  been  absent  nearly  three  years.  We  arrived  in  Sydney  at 
end  of  the  year,  and  I  am  now  getting  printed  in  Fntunese  the  principal 
of  the  four  Qospels.  If  the  'free  Church  should  not  care  to  support  asy  mflf 
missionaries  in  the  Kew  Hebrides,  here  is  New  South  Wales  perfectly  ready  t 
send  any  suitable  man  who  may  present  himself.  I  think  if  the  men  coold  b 
got  in  Britain,  support  for  them  could  be  got  in  Australia.  If  spared,  iDda^ 
way  is  at  all  open,  I  should  like  to  labour  yet  a  while  longer  in  the  hat^ 
field." 

8YBIA. 
(Since  1872.) 

El  Shweir. — ^Tbe  work  on  the  Lebanon,  apart  from  the  edaoationtl  wit 
which  the  Lebanon  Schools  Society  has  specially  to  do,  is  thus  reporte 
on  by  Dr.  Carslaw  : — 

"  Since  Mr.  IUe*s  departure,  the  services  in  the  church  have  been  coDdnet^ 
by  Moallim  Mittri  and  myself,  Muallim  Girgis  Hammam  acting  as  my  i&^ 
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preier.  The  commuDion  was  dispensed  on  the  26th  of  October  by  the  Rev.  Tuifi- 
Bvir,  an  ordained  native  miaaionaiy  of  the  American  Miaaion,  who  happened  to 
be  io  Shweir  on  »  Tint.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  has  been  regularly  held  by 
turns  in  the  honses  of  the  members.  The  services  at  Arreya  have  been  con- 
dacted  la  nmal  by  Mnallim  Khaleel  Saleeby,  the  teacher  at  £1  Abadiyeh.** 

**The  numbers  attending  the  Dispensary  have  been  somewhat  fewer  than  in 
preTious  years.  There  have  been  no  epidemics  in  this  part  of  Lebanon  this  year, 
accpt  ose,  said  to  be  diphtheria,  in  Hinshara,  a  village  abont  one  hour  from 
Shveir;  but  those  brought  to  the  Dispensary  proved  to  be  cases  of  ordinary  sore 
tfiroata.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  fatal  cases.  There  have  been  the  usual  amount 
of  acddenti,  comprising  fractures  and  dislocations  from  falls,  and  wounds  from 
fauTtt  and  stones,  as  well  as  nearly  the  ordinary  number  of  medical  cases,  both 
•eate  and  chronic.  During  the  holidays  in  September,  I  took  a  short  tour 
Uiivogh  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Kesrouan,  and  visited  several  villages.  In  one 
of  them,  Feraya,  I  had  as  many  as  30  patients.  I  am  sure  that,  if  I  were 
il»k  to  make  short  journeys  through  the  district  with  a  good  catechist,  much 
fhid  work  could  be  done." 

Tbe  Rev.  Dr.  Robinson  of  Morpeth,  who  visited  the  Lebanon  last 
ittser,  bears  testimony  to  tbe  solid  nature  of  the  work  carried  on  there. 
^Amng  to  schools,  some  of  which  he  examined,  he  states : — 

'I  feel  quite  sure  they  are  proving  a  great  blessing  in  the  Lebanon.  One 
mdeoce  of  this  appeared  to  me  in  the  burge  and  attentive  congregation  that 
ati  together  on  the  Lord's  day  in  Shweir  to  hear  the  Word  of  of  God  and  engage 
kerugiBlical  worship." 

Conclusion. 

Thus,  in  tbe  fiftieth  year  of  onr  Ohnrcb's  Mission  history  has  the 
Evaogel  been  proclaimed  in  many  lands  far  separated  from  onr  own  and 
from  each  other ;  to  many  peoples  at  widely  different  stages  of  cnltiire, 
belief  and  social  progress ;  and,  therefore,  after  varying  New  Testament 
■etbods,  the  result  of  the  experience  of  our  own  and  other  missionary 
iitben  whose  works  do  follow  them.  From  the  learned  Brahman,  the 
kir  of  the  Aryan  ages,  who  was  our  Church's  first  convert  in  Bengal, 
ikI  who  still  survives  a  minister  of  Christ  to  his  countrymen,  to  the 
tottering  Kafir  slave  who  finds  liberty  and  light  in  our  Nyassa  settlements 
r^bat  a  leap  1  Between  the  Zoroastrian  Parsee,  who  first  in  India,  since 
^  days  of  ihe  Magi  at  Bethlehem,  gave  himself  up  to  Christ,  to  the 
ftnibal  of  Eromanga,  to  whom  the  Lord  gives  a  seat  at  His  table,  what 
leDQtrast !  As  a  Church  we  send  the  same  Gospel  to  all,  and,  by  whatever 
fcethode,  it  proves  to  be  the  same  transforming  power  to  alL  Truly,  in 
ne  past  year,  in  the  past  fifty  years,  God  has  given  the  increase  in  spite 
of  <)Qr  careless  planting  and  onr  fickle  watering  of  the  good  seed.  What 
*ill  He  not  do  if  every  communicant  in  our  congregations  rises  to  the 
■^gU  of  His  promises,  if  every  minister  and  elder  and  teacher  tells 
weekly  to  old  and  young  the  wonderful  works  of  God  ? 

Oar  last  word  is  for  the  Missionaries  whom  we  send  forth.  This  Beport 
^lis  of  results,  joyous  or  full  of  promise  for  the  most  part  But  we  cannot 
P'CtQre  the  means  by  which,  on  the  human  side,  these  are  reached — the 
*^g  toil  apparently  unrewarded ;  the  strain  of  faith,  the  weary  drudgery 
^^.°|och  patience,  the  baffled  Lopes  and  repeated  disappointments. 
'  aittioa  work,"  writes  one  of  our  agents,  "  is  not  play.  There  are  hours 
^1  QDgpeakable  joy  and  days  of  unutterable  disappointment,  and  years 
^'  patieut  waiting  and  working  and  watching."    But  there  is  worse. 
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There  is  the  aggressive  and  refrigerating  influence  of  heathenism, the  qhood- 
scionsly  subtle  spirit  of  many  superstitions  and  of  once  splendid  systems 
which  find  in  the  isolation,  the  exile,  the  physical  exhaustion  of  even  tbe 
most  zealous  missionary,  a  temptation.  If  ever  prayer  was  needed,  if 
ever  sympathy  was  sweet,  if  ever  the  fellowship  of  God's  privil^fri 
people  and  Churches  in  Scotland  was  precious,  let  these  aids  go  fon^  :o 
tbe  men  and  the  women,  who,  from  Calcutta  to  Li vingstonia,  from  Lebaia 
to  Lovedale  and  tbe  far  isles  of  the  Pacific,  are  daily  doing  Chriits 
work^-our  duty — as  our  substitutes. 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

THOMAS  MAIN,  D.D.,  Convener. 
GEORGE  SMITH,  LL.D.,  Secrdary. 


APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 
UNITED  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE  IN  MADRAS. 

Is  Jdy  1879,  when  the  Joint-Committee  on  Colleges  of  the  Free  and  Estab- 
Hilifid  Charchea  met  to  work  out  the  details,  it  was  found  that  the  net  cost  of 
t^  Madras  Christian  College  most  be  taken  at  £2400,  as  follows : — 

Annual  net  payment  by  Free  Church,     ......    £1400 

Do.                   Church  Missionary  Society,        .         .         .        300 
Do.  Wesleyan  Society, 300 

£2000 
deduction  of  Government  Grant  on  and  after  lot  April  1879,  .  2S4 
Kent  of  College, 150 

£2434 

Further,  that  thia  actual  cost  is  based  on  salaries  at  the  Free  Church  rate. 
V  Foreign  Secretaries  of  the  two  Churches  were  instructed  to  refer  to  Madras 
3  the  whole  subject  of  cost,  and  especially,  to  report  how  the  differeuce  between 
•c  salaries  of  the  existing  missionary  professors  and  those  of  the  Established 
tatfa  would  affect  future  ap]K>intments. 

la  October  the  Secretaries  reported  that  the  Established  and  Free  Church 
Lbionaries  on  the  spot  were  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  union  should  be 
ttcted  on  £2400,  or  the  datum  of  existing  Free  Church  sah&ries,  leaving  it  to  the 
••at  Board  of  Management  to  deal  with  cases  as  vacancies  might  occur.  In 
^  oinnion  the  Secretaries  agreed,  showing  that  the  adoption  of  the  Established 
^rch  Bcsle  of  salaries  woidd  raise  the  total  net  cost  annually  by  £703,  and 
^nl  the  whole  scheme  so  desirable  in  itself.  This  was  approved  of  by  the 
•Qi  Committee,  on  6th  November,  in  the  following  series  of  resolutions ;  which 
*^^  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  respective  Foreign  Mission  Committees  : — 

*L  That  they  go  into  the  Scheme  of  Union  on  the  datum  of  the  present 
^ea,  making  with  the  rent  of  the  College  building  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
'^^ze,  £2400,  but  that  the  share  of  this  £2400  be  the  maximum  of  the  financial 
'^Dsibility  of  each  of  the  contracting  parties.  Deducting  the  £600  contributed 
^  the  Chnreh  and  Wesleyan  Societies,  £1800  thus  fall  to  be  met  in  equal  pro- 
'^srtiosa  by  the  Established  and  by  the  Free  Church. 

"U.  That  such  portion  of  the  invested  capital  and  property  of  the  Free  Church 
^tation  at  Madras  as  shall  not  be  reserved  for  the  School  be  still  held  by  the 
^^  Church,  the  use  of  it  to  be  paid  for  by  the  United  College  on  the  principle 
'•  n:Qt  for  a  furnished  house,  thus  raising  the  rental  from  £150  to  such  sum  as 
^y  be  agreed  on  as  equitable. 

"III.  That  each  Professor  look  to  his  own  Church  or  Society  for  the  preserva- 
^Q  o{  inch  rights  as  he  may  have  under  a  Widows'  or  Pension  Fund. 

"  rv\  That  on  the  consummation  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Miller's  services  as  Principal 
^  limited  to  the  CoUege. 

''^.  That  the  contract  be  for  a  term  of  seven  years,  but  to  come  under 
«^viion  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  year. 
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'*  VI.  That  in  the  event  of  any  of  the  contncting  parties  withdrawing  from  tke 
united  rapport  of  the  College,  it  will  be  for  the  consideration  of  tiie  othen 
whether,  or  how  far,  they  will  continue  to  be  responsible  for  its  maintenance. 

'*  VII.  That  in  corresponding  with  the  Church  and  Wesleyan  Societies,  the  hope 
be  expressed  that  they  may  see  their  way  to  increase  their  proportion  of  rappvi 
to  the  College ;  and  that  the  London  Missionary  Society  be  inrited  to  recocaki 
their  former  decision.  G.  Coofi,  Chairmax 

Of  these  resolutions  the  Free  Church  Foreign  Missions  Committee  approvvi 
After  delay,  caused  by  a  reference  to  Madras  by  the  acting  Committee  of  tU 
Established  Church  on  the  subject  of  the  comparative  cost  of  the  Madni 
and  other  Christian  Colleges,  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Chnrclies  mt: 
on  the  14th  April  1880.     The  following  is  the  Minute  :— 

"  It  was  intimated  that  the  statements  prepared  since  last  meeting  by  Mr.  Grut 
and  Mr.  Wilson,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  greater  economy  in  tbe 
management  of  the  College  might  not  be  secured  by  the  employment  of  natiTt 
professors,  had  been  sent  to  their  respective  constituencies  in  Madras  by  the  tv) 
Committees,  and  that  the  same  have  been  duly  considered  and  reported  on.  Bead 
Minute  of  College  Council  of  date  18th  December  1879,  in  which  a  unsnimoai 
opinion  unfavourable  to  the  employment  of  native  professors  is  expressed  in  reiy 
decided  terms,  it  being  the  belief  of  the  Council  that  qualified  natives  sre  B«t 
available,  and  that  even  i£  they  were,  seeing  they  would  not  in  all  probslality 
be  Christian  men,  their  employment  would  be  destructive  of  the  Christisn  chine- 
ter  of  the  College. 

*'  It  was  reported  on  the  part  of  the  Established  Church  Committee  thst  tb^; 
are  committed  to  joint  action  only  on  the  understanding  that  their  grant  lotm 
support  of  the  College  does  not  exceed  ^£600  per  annum,  and  on  the  part  of  tit* 
Free  Church  Committee  that  a  maximum  grant  of  £90(1  per  annum  hu  krt ; 
agreed  to. 

**  The  Joint  Committee  agree  to  recommend  to  their  respective  Committee*^) 
formation,  as  speedily  as  possible,  of  a  Home  Board  of  Management  f(«  '^ 
settlement  of  details,  it  being  understood  that  the  different  Churches  and  ^ 
agree  to  pay  such  a  sum  annually  as  each  of  them  f ee]s  able  and  called  upoa 
contribute ;    that  said  Committee  should  charge  itself,  (1.)  with  making 
necessary  appeals  to  Government,  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  would  soootf 
later  result  in  local  resources  being  considerably  increased  in  one  way  orssi 
and  (2.)  with  raising  whatever  funds  might  be  required  beyond  what  the  contiil 
tions  of  the  Churches  and  Societies  might  amount  to  ;  and  that  the  question 
to  the  salaries  to  be  given  to  the  Professors  in  the  College  be  left  to  thst  Boarf 

"  A  conversation  having  arisen  on  par.  vi.  of  the  recommendations  of  thi 
Joint  Committee  of  date  10th  December  1878,  relating  to  the  question  of  thfl 
theological  training  of  students  for  the  ministry  at  Madras,  it  was  felt  thst  fl 
these  recommendations  in  their  existing  form  have  been  accepted  by  both  til 
Committees  representud,  as  well  as  by  the  Committees  of  the  Church  sol 
Wesleyan  Missionary  Societies,  no  alteration  can  be  made  upon  them  withoot 
concurrence  of  the  said  Committees.  At  the  same  time,  the  meeting 
generally  of  opinion  that,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of 
recommendations,  no  practical  diflSculty  will  be  found  in  arranging  locally  fcrti 
training  of  such  students  belonging  to  the  two  Presbyterian  lurches  as  sspi 
to  the  ministry,  by  the  Professors  in  the  College,  either  separately  or  joiat^' 
as  may  be  desired,  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  all  the  uniting  bodici 

On  this  the  Free  Church  Foreign  Missions  Committee  passed  the  foUovi^i 
Minute  on  the  20th  April : — 

**  The  Chairman  stated  that  the  Special  Committee  on  Colleges  and  the  Joist 
Committee  qi  the  Free  and  Established  Churches  had  agreed  to  recoauneiKi  tht* 
formation  of  a  united  Home  Board  for  the  management  of  the  Madras  Chiisti*'' 
College,  which  should  deal  with  all  details,  including  salaries,  subject  to  Uic 
limitation  of  our  liability  to  £900.    This  was  approved  of.     The  Coouiuttee  nov 
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▼uti  tbe  decision  of  tbe  Established  Chnrcb  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  London 
MisaioDftiy  Society,  to  the  Directors  of  which  a  renewed  joint  representation  has 
been  made  as  to  their  co-operation.*' 

The  Free  Church  Foreign  Missions  Committee  trust  that  this  catholic  enterprise 
may  be  successfully  completed. 


No.  II. 

IssTSTJcnoNS  TO  Lake  Nyassa  Mission  Party  of  1875  and  subsequently, 
forming  the  Regulations  of  the  Mission  Settlement. 

The  Rer.  Dr.  Dnff  and  J.  Kay,  representing  the  IVee  and  Reformed  Presby- 
teriao  Churches  of  Scotland  in  1875,  issued  to  the  first  Nyassa  Expedition  under 
Mr.  £.  D.  Young,  R.N.,  instructions  first  drafted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Love- 
^    The  following  are  the  more  important,  and  are  still  in  force  : — 

''It  is  in  your  capacity  as  members  of  a  pioneer  Missionary  Expedition  into 
ubtrto  nnevangelised  regions  that  we  now  address  you,  and  the  peculiar  character 
ifwr  Mission  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  peculiarity  of  our  instructions. 

*Direei  Missionary  Work. — From  the  first  this  may  be  carried  on  in  an  indirect 
17  by  the  services  of  morning  and  evening  worship,  which  should  be  steadily 
i^  ap  by  the  party  unitedly,  as  well  as  the  more  special  services  on  a  simple 
tmi  on  Sundays  at  first.  80  far  as  you  can  trust  your  interpreters,  you  should 
).«>  no  time  in  making  known  to  tbe  natives  the  grand  leading  object  of  your  Mission, 
which  is  the  enlightenment  of  their  minds,  the  salvation  oi  their  souls,  and,  as  the 
Rre  consequent  of  all  this,  the  elevation  of  their  character  and  the  improvement 
«^  their  general  condition,  individual  and  social  With  this  view  you  may  begin 
itr!/  to  communicate  the  simple  truths  of  the  Bible  whenever  you  have  an  oppor- 
tunity ;  although  for  a  lengthened  period  the  most  effective  way  by  which  the 
S^ipel  can  be  understood  by  the  natives  will  be  through  your  holy  characters  and 
c<c«iitent  lives.  At  firsts  however,  your  efforts  should  be  very  specially  directed 
tD  the  acquisition  of  the  language. 

"The  regular  commencement  of  school  work  for  teaching  the  young  is  not  of 
lii&jlate  necessity  at  first,  but  some  effort  to  gather  the  children  for  an  hour  a-day 
tu  begin  with  should  not  be  too  long  delayed ;  nor  need  there  be  any  discourage- 
Bent  if  the  attendance  is  exceedingly  irregular,  and  if  there  should  not  be  for 
tome  considerable  time  any  right  comprehension  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
vLit  is  really  intended  to  be  done.     The  arrangements  of  this  may  be  left  to  Dr. 

•*  Active  Interference  with  the  Slave  Trade. — On  this  difficiilt  question  no  rule  can 
kUid  down,  except  this,  which  is  absolute,  and  to  be  scrupulously  observed  by  all 
A  vi€7nher»  qf  the  party,  tluit  active  interference  by  force  initiated  on  your  side  vt  in 
*  ftwe,  and  on  no  account  whatever,  to  be  resorted  to.  By  showing  the  people  iu 
^dly  loving:,  conciliatory  ways,  that  they  are  acting  against  their  own  interests, 
ttd  destroying  themselves  in  carrying  on  this  trade,  more  will  be  gained  in  tho 
k&g  run,  than  by  any  armed  interference  with  Arab  caravans. 

"  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  first  shot  which  is  fired  in  any  hostilities 
■S^iiist  Arab  or  native  slave-dealers  will  do  more  to  paralyse  the  varied  efforts  of 
tbtr  members  of  the  expedition  than  any  temporary  success  in  the  liberation  of 
cbreg  can  possibly  counterbalance.  Any  act  of  this  kind  will  also  immediately 
(Brroond  the  Mission  with  an  atmosphere  of  insecurity  which  years  will  not  dis- 
F^rse.  It  will  make  always  difficult,  and  sometimes  dangerous,  those  short  jour- 
Q^ya,  in  all  directions  round  the  station,  which  shoiild  be  undertaken  from  time 
^  time,  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with  the  people  and  gain  their  confidence, 
tnd  from  which,  if  they  are  wisely  arranged,  much  good  is  expected.  It  will  take 
^My  the  minds  of  all  the  staff  from  that  peaceful  daily  labour  by  which  alone 
^«  settlement  will  be  firmly  established  in  the  land ;  and  on  the  mind  of  the 
VcHic  in  this  country  the  effects  arising  from  a  report  of  any  hostile  encounter 
^  be  very  disastrous  as  regards  the  future  support  of  the  Mission. 
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"The  only  circu instances  in  which  fire-arms  can  be  justifiably  lued  willbeia 
self -defence,  or  in  case  of  actual  attack,  which  is  scarcely  likely  to  happen ;  bnt 
if  this  should  occur,  you  will  of  course  be  bound  to  defend  yourselves.  But  under 
all  circumstances  of  this  nature,  it  will  be  better  to  try  the  effect  of  conciliatioB, 
forbearance,  and  patient  endurance  to  the  uttermost,  and  even  to  retire  for  a  time. 
Livingstone's  journals  will  be  found  to  supply  some  excellent  examples  of  vlut 
is  here  indicated. 

"  General  Attitude  towards  the  Nktives. — Those  who  are  new  to  the  country, ml 
inexperienced  as  regards  the  native  people,  should  remember  that  they  reqsiR 
much  explanation  in  all  dealings  with  them  ;  that  patience  ia  never  thrown  an? 
upon  them ;  that  they  fear  and  respect  a  man  who,  under  the  discipline  of  aeii- 
control,  is  habitually  quiet  and  firm  in  his  demeanour,  and  who  never  loses  b 
temper.     If  you  can  habitually  thus  act,  you  will  gain  their  esteem.    In  no  ok 
break  your  word  to  them,  even  though  you  have  made  a  mistake  in  a  baigiin.  or 
in  promising  too  much  on  any  payment.     On  the  other  hand,  in  no  case  let  thex, 
through  unguardedness  or  want  of  proper  inquiry  on  your  part^  overreach  you. 
At  all  times  make  bargains  and  agreements  perfectly  clear.     Counsel  pe&n 
always  between  tribes  and  neighbours,  and  in  case  of  any  tribal  difficulty  do  not 
take  any  side,  if  you  can  possibly  avoid  taking  it*;  and  be  in  no  hurry  to  do  so. 
Kever  believe  the  first  report  that  goes  through  the  country,  until  further  inqniry 
make  the  truth  plain ;  and  in  dealing  both  with  individuals  and  with  the  people 
assembled  in  the  villages,  when  you  enter  them  on  any  business,  rememher  that 
simple  acts  of  kindness  and  courtesy  are  never  thrown  away,  even  on  a  aarage 
people. 

"  Minor  Suggestions,— I.  The  health  of  the  party  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 
any  well-continued  system  of  rational  recreation,  in  the  shape  of  entertainmeats 
to  the  native  people,  or  occasional  formal  holidays  among  the  staff  themaelT«& 
This  suggestion  will  be  difficult  to  carry  out,  but  it  may  be  productive  of  go«^ 
and,  if  properly  done,  will  tend  to  dissipate  little  differences,  coldness,  orqnamb 
that  may  arise  among  the  members  of  the  staff.  Remember  and  turn  to  praettv 
account  Dr.  Kane's  experience  in  the  Arctic  regions.  Your  position  at  fir8t«'<u 
be  nearly  as  isolated  from  Europeans,  with  the  opposite  extreme  of  temperatsi«- 

"2.  Hunting. — No  restrictions  are  of  course  imposed,  except  that  you  doa*^ 
neglect  your  regular  work,  and  do  not  expose  your  lives  to  unnecessajy  dangm; 
but  a  suggestion  may  not  be  unnecessary.  The  tendency  of  many  when  first  enters; 
such  a  region  as  the  Zambesi,  is  to  fire  at  animals  of  all  kinds  which  may  ct'Sf 
across  one's  path.  A  reckless  waste  of  life  is  thus  occasioned,  and  many  hannk* 
creatures  are  thus  wantonly  destroyed.  All  animals  fit  for  food  are  fair  gao^e, 
and  all  noxious  animals  and  beasts  of  prey  are  so  also.  But  in  the  punoit  ^'i 
these,  especially  of  harmless  animals  for  food,  yon  should  always  take  into  accoact 
the  distance  at  which  you  aim,  and  also  the  kind  of  weapon  which  yon  have  at 
hand  to  use.  To  fire  at  an  animal  at  a  very  great  distance,  on  the  bare  chaoce 
of  hitting  it  in  some  part  not  vital,  is  often  to  inflict  needless  cruelty  on  God  i 
creatures.  They  are  His,  and  He  cares  for  them.  In  the  circumstances  ja>t 
mentioned,  the  wounded  animal  generally  escapes  only  to  drag  out  a  miserabk 
life,  while  no  real  advantage  is  gained.  Ammunition  is  only  thrown  away.  1^' 
same  remark  applies  to  using  a  single  light  weapon  against  very  large  animals. 

"  Conc/uMots.— In  all  the  different  stages  of  this  work,  the  Committee  hope  vA 
believe  that  each  of  the  members  of  the  staff  will  bear  in  mind  that  both  ^ 
present  and  ultimate  objects  of  the  Mission  are  very  different  from  those  of  aar 
scientific,  commercial,  or  exploring  expedition.  The  spirit  and  the  methow 
which  give  success  in  the  latter  are  very  different  from  those  necessary  to  secBi* 
real  and  permanent  success  in  the  former. 

"  Difficulties  may  and  will  probably  arise,  and  services  be  required,  which  canacj 
at  present  be  foreseen.  In  all  these,  resist  the  tendency  to  dissatisfactiott  and 
division  which  is  apt  to  arise,  and  which,  when  it  takes  possession  of  yon.  *'"' 
rob  you  of  half  your  strengtii.  Live  in  brotherly  affection  and  harmony  *in<>"5 
yourselves  ;  and  strive  to  overcome  slight  estrangements  of  feeling.  In  order  ifi 
this,  bear  ever  in  mind  the  Divine  exhortation,  *  Love  one  another  with  a  piu* 
heart  fervently.'    Beware  of  rash  steps  and  of  resolutions  formed  in  temper,  ur 
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is  the  irritability  and  excitement  of  brain  which  precedes  an  attack  of  fever 
g^eoenUy  by  one  day,  or  after  the  attack  has  set  in.  Beware  equally  of  the  first 
epeck  or  germ  of  doubt  which  may  appear  in  your  mind  as  to  your  calling  in 
God's  proTidence  to  this  work.  You  are  in  it  for  the  time  being.  Don't  think 
of  failure  as  probable,  for  that  is  the  beginning  of  defeat.  Think,  however,  of 
the  great  issues  that  are  dependent  on  your  success,  and  how  disastrous  to  the 
tune  of  Christianity  any  failure  would  be.  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that 
the  soccess  of  such  a  Mission  is  to  be  judged  of  in  the  light  of  great  ultimate  and 
penxuoent  results,  and  not  with  reference  to  any  adventurous  or  exciting  incidents 
la  eonaection  with  its  origin  and  progress. 

"  Look  to  God  in  all  your  difficulties.  Put  your  trust  in  Him,  while  at  the  same 
tae  yon  relax  no  effort  which  experience  or  wisdom  or  resolution  may  suggest. 
Iv  mach  in  prayer,  individually  by  yourselves,  and  socially  with  one  another. 
Uemember  the  special  promise  to  a  genuine  co-partnery  in  prayer — *  If  two  of 
jau  ihall  agree  on  earth  as  touching  aDything  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for 
thesL*  Seek  God's  guidance,  protection,  and  blessing  on  youraelves,  your  asso- 
cit«s,  and  your  work.  Believingly  expect  to  receive  all  these  in  some  form  or 
cfither,  if  you  sincerely  ask  them,  and  leave  the  result,  with  filial  confidence,  in 
}  sr  Heavenly  Father's  hands.  And  one  of  the  surest  ways  of  realising  all  this, 
iKBiQch  more,  is  ever  to  keep  stedfastly  in  view  the  grand  paramount  object  of 

r^uduous  but  noble  Mission,  which  is  to  prepare  the  way  for  bringing  the 

^  of  grace  and  salvation,  through  the  finished  work  and  mediation  of  God's 
^taal  Son  and  the  work  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  effectively  to  bear  on  the  souls  of 
tfe  tool  and  daughters  of  poor  benighted  Africa — who,  lost  like  all  the  world 
tcffiies  in  the  wreck  and  rnin  of  the  fall,  have  for  ages  been  made  to  groan  under 
(rill  and  oppressions  peculiarly  their  own. 

"'And  now,  brethren,  farewell.  We  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of 
Hii  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among 
ihm  that  are  sanctified.  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  comfort ;  be  of  one  mind,  live 
^  peace ;  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace  sh^l  be  with  you.'  The  grace  of  the 
Utri  Jens  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be 
r^h  you  aU.     Amen." 

On  the  17th  February  1880  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  formally  ap- 
proved of  the  rule  regarding  the  relation  of  the  Nyassa  Mission  to  the  slave-trade 
i^mmended  by  Dr.  Laws,  and  adopted  the  Minute  of  the  livingstonia  Sub- 
C^KQsiifctee,  as  follows : — 

"GiJkSGOW,  eth  February  1880. 

"TKe  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Br.  Laws  to  Dr.  G.  Smith  was  read 
^  the  meetmg : — *  A  slave  gang  has  recently  been  made  up  at  Mponda's,  but  its 
^tiiuition  on  the  coast  is  unknown  to  us.  On  such  occasions  we  invariably 
^e  refugees  coming  to  us.  About  the  time  these  slaves  were  being  collected, 
«.  Gonn  and  Mr.  Ross  were  across  on  the  west  coast,  to  the  south  of  Mponda's 
^•t^  Both  were  needing  a  change,  so  I  gave  them  a  holiday  to  go  there. 
"He  ashore  they  met  a  slave  gang  of  seven  men,  three  women,  and  a  child, 
"^  stopped  them.  While  talking  to  the  men  in  charge,  their  boys  set  about 
taking  the  slave  yokes  off  the  slaves,  and  Mr.  Gunn  and  Mr.  Eoss  allowed  them 
**^  ^0  10.  The  men  had  been  bought  on  the  hill  country  of  Chipeta,  and  pre- 
■'-'^  to  return  to  their  homes  ;  the  women  wished  to  come  to  the  station,  and 
*ere  brought  in  the  boat  along  with  Gunn  and  Ross.  No  force  was  used 
tcvaids  those  in  charge, — indeed,  they  seemed  very  glad  to  get  away  without 
('dng  paniBhed  for  the  traffic  in  which  they  had  been  found  engaged.  On  the 
f'^tum  of  our  men,  and  the  matter  being  reported  to  me,  I  expressed  my 
'^^pproval  of  the  proceeding,  and  pointed  out  to  all  that  it  was  an  infringement 
^^  the  Instructions  delivered  to  us  ere  leaving  Scotland,  and  stated  the  same 
itost  not  be  repeated  by  any  member  of  the  Mission. 

'"The  slave  trade  and  our  relation  to  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems 
^^  before  us.  However  much  non-interference,  as  stated  in  our  instructions,  is 
(^'rrect  theoretically — and  I  uphold  it  as  the  best  order  that  could  have  been 
jiven  on  the  subject— there  is  still  in  the  breast  of  every  free-bom  Briton  sach 
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a  hatred  of  the  horrid  trafiSc  in  human  flesh  and  blood,  that  when  one  comci 
across  a  gang  of  poor,  half -starved,  way-wom  fellow-ereatares  on  their  way  to 
the  coast — if  not  first  in  their  graves — and  is  morally  certain  that  a  word  from 
his  lips  or  a  flash  from  his  eye  is  enough  to  set  them  all  at  liberty,  need  it  be 
wondered  at  that  the  temptation  to  do  what  is  in  the  moment  good  for  theie 
creatures  should  overcome  the  patient  waiting  which  the  judgment  of  etliMr 
moments  pronounces  to  be  the  better  and  surer  plan  to  obtain  ultimate  soooes? 

**  *  On  the  subject  of  dealing  with  slaves,  I  leave  with  the  men  here  h  if 
absence,  and  at  other  stations,  the  following  directions :— • 

'"The  original  instructions,  that  active  interference  with  the  slave  trade hy  fom 
initiated  on  our  side  is  to  be  avoided,  must  be  strictly  complied  with.  In  Ok 
case  of  a  slave  coming  to  the  Mission  Station  for  refuge  and  protection,  let  1ii& 
have  it  on  condition  that  no  crime  can  be  proved  against  him  within  a  month  iher 
his  arrival;  and  that  he  is  willing  to  work  out  his  ransom.  This  should  be,  U 
a  given  case,  the  price  paid  for  the  slave  by  his  master,  or,  if  this  csnoot  be 
ascertained,  then  the  current  price  of  slaves  in  the  district.  When  the  price  if 
paid  for,  it  should  be  paid  over  to  the  master  on  application  by  him  for  it' 

*' '  My  reasons  for  proposing  and  now  insisting  on  a  ransom  being  wrought  for 
are,  that  it  gives  compensation  to  the  slave-holder,  as  Britain  herself  bii  dose. 
and  next,  that  it  is  a  test  of  the  sincerity  of  the  slave.  If  a  man  does  not  tbnk 
his  liberty  worth  a  little  self-denial  to  procure,  he  is  unworthy  of  it^  and  woold, 
most  probably,  give  us  a  good  deal  of  trouble  after  he  had  got  it.' 

'*  In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  party  under  Messrs.  Roes  and  Ovbb,  the  SoV 
Committee,  whilst  neither  condemning  nor  approving  of  that  action,  expreiKd 
satisfaction  that  no  collision  had  occurred,  and  recommended  that  in  future  gmi 
caution  should  be  exercised  in  similar  cases.  They  also  approved  genenDvo/ 
the  rules  laid  down  by  Dr.  Laws,  and  referred  the  members  of  the  Mianoo  f7 
their  guidance  to  the  original  Instructions  issued  on  the  estabUshment  of  ti< 
settlement.'* 

During  the  year  the  Livingstonia  Sub-Ck>mmitte6  of  the  Free  Church  hM^ 
conferences  with  the  Blantyre  Sub- Committee  of  the  Established  Chorchf  at^b* 
request  of  the  latter.     The  second  conference  ended  according^to  this  Minute  :" 

**  Mr.  White,  of  Overtonn,  who  first  presided  on  behalf  of  the  liTiDgstsa 
Sub-Conunittee,  stated  that  they  did  not  regard  their  Mission  as  the  nudes  ^ 
a  State,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  danger  which  might  arise  were  tbeMse^ 
first  to  claim  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  then  to  find  itself  unable  toenfcnt 
this  claim,  they  thought  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  for  the  Mission  to  oud^ 
take  generally  the  civil  administration  of  its  territory.  He  also  stated  that  tk 
Livingstonia  Committee  considered  that  such  an  assumption  of  power  would  bi 
inconsistent  with  the  missionary  character  of  the  enterprise  in  which  they  in 
engaged.  Looking,  however,  to  the  fact  that  there  must  be  some  restraiiui^ 
influence  at  the  settlement,  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  had  ^'p'^*^ 
generally  of  the  proposal  of  Dr.  Stewart,  that  the  principle  of  deportation  ibocM 
be  adopted.  At  the  same  time  they  felt  that,  in  the  present  state  of  •fi^m 
considerable  latitude  must  be  allowed  to  the  members  of  the  Mission  to  exercu^ 
their  discretion  in  special  cases.     Considerable  discussion  followed. 

"Mr.  White  having  to  leave  the  meeting,  Colonel  Young  was  cslled upon tsj 
take  his  place  as  Chairman. 

'*  The  conference  was  continued — ^it  being  clearly  stated  on  the  part  of  tu 
Free  Church  Committee,  that  they  adhered  to  the  printed  Instmctioos  sigMd  H 
Dr.  Duflf  and  Mr.  Kay,  from  which,  by  the  letter  from  Dr.  Stewart  to  pr.  Mtf* 
Bae  which  had  been  read  to  the  meeting,  it  was  plain  that  these  resolutions  vd( 
understood  and  acted  on  at  Livingstonia— that  the  missionary  character  of  tie 
movement  must  be  adhered  to.  God  has  blessed  and  protected  it  in  the  j^ 
and  we  must  look  to  Him  for  the  future.  Should  difiBoulties  with  the  natirj 
arise,  every  effort  must  be  made  to  overcome  them  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  ^ 
only  in  self-defence  could  force  be  justified.  This  view  was  aoeepted  br  tin 
Conference." 
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No.  III. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS, 
I. — General  Fund. 

Income  and  Expenditure  for  1879-80. 

INCOME. 

L  Congregational  Associations,      .        .  13,170    0    2 

1       Do.  Chnrch-door  Collections,     .         1,192     2    4 

Amount  of  Congregational  Returns,  —.^...^^  .£14,362  11     6 

XDoaationa, 1,397  13     7 

4-      Bo.,      specially  destined, 677     1     0 

^.Legacies, 6,791  18    0 

6.  Jorenile  Offerings — 1.  General,         .         .         £378  16    2 

2.  For^Dayspring,"  226  11     6 

605    6    8 

T.  I&terest  on  Investments, 2,084    4     7 

£25,918  15    4 

EXPENDITURE. 

L  Balance  dne  on  31st  March  1879, £1,799    8  10 

IL  bmiA — 

1.  Bengal— Calcutta  and  Ont-Stations, .      £3,602  13    6 

2.  Bombay,  including  Jalna  and  Berar 

Rural  Missions,  and  Medical  Mis- 
sion at  Thana,       ....         3,514  14    6 

3.  Poon^ 1,500  18    0 

4.  Madras  and  Out-Stations  (including 

Oraotof  £2000forChri8tian  College, 
towards  which  the  Church  and 
Wealeyan  Missionary  Societies  con- 
tribute each  £300,  and  a  friend 
£100 ;  also,  sum  of  £83,  6s.  8d. 
advanced,  since  repaid),  .         .        4,902    5    8 

5.  Nagpore  and  Chindwar^  .        .        2,023  15    3 

6.  MiMionary   at   home  under  special 

arrangement  (final  payment),  .  132  10    0 

15,676  16  10 

lU.  South  Atbica— 

1.  Kafraria. £2,155     5    6 

2.  Katal, 799  11     8 

2,954  17    2 

IV.  Stbu, 289    3    4 

Carry  forward,        .        .         •    £20,720    6    2 
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Brought  forward,  .  .  £20,720    6  S 

V.  New  Hebrides — 

1.  Salaries  of  Missionaries,  etc.,  .  £886  13  0 

2.  For  support  of  '*  Dayspring,"  .         .     260    0  0 

1,136  13  9 

YL  Travelling  Expenses  and  Outfit  of  Missionaries — 

1.  India, £826    2  8 

2.  South  Africa, 316     8  1 

3.  Syria, 73  14  0 

4.  New  Hebrides,        ....     241  12  6 

1.457  1)  a 

VII.  Special  Grants — 

Rev.  J.  D.  Don,  King  William's  Town,  £50  0  0 
Rev.  J.  W.  Gardner,  formerly  of  Poona,  50  0  0 
Mrs.  Ross,  Madras,  .         .         .       20     0     0 

PrexMuing  Young  Men  for  Mission  Work,     53     1     0 

173   I  « 

VIII.  Contributions  specially  destined,    •        •        .        .  124  10  f 
IX.  General  Charges — 

1.  Proportion  of  Assembly  Expenses,        £207     1   10 

2.  Vo.        of  General  Expenses,     .         1 10    0     0 

317    11 

X  Missionary  Records,  Books,  and  Mission-Boxes,    .         .  75  10  i 

XL  Printing  Report,  Quarterly  Paper,  Missionary  Notices,  eta,  448  19  li 

XII.  SUtionery, 27  10  J 

XIII.  Salaries  of  Secretaries  and  Clerk,          .         .        .         .  708   6  J 

XIV.  Office  Elxpenses  including  Postages,  and  incidental  expenses,  65  0  ' 
XV.  Allowance  to  retired  Missionary, .....  200  i^  t 

XVL  Travelling  Expenses  of  Deputies, 8  4* 

XVII.  Expenses  of  Members  attending  Meetings  of  Committee,  41  U  t 

XVIIL  Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1880,    .         .  414  I  I 

£25,918  IS  4 


2.— LiviNGSTONiA  Mission. 
Charffc 

Balance  at  31st  March  1879, £1158   9  t 

Subscriptions  during  the  year,  ....        £403     6  10 

Payment  by  Foreign  Missions'  Committee  of 
Established  Church  for  services  rendered 
to  their  Mission  at  Blantyre,  as  per  agree- 
ment,          417    0    0 

Payment  by  Foreign  Missions'  Committee  of 
United  Presbyterian  Church  for  Salary  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Laws, 

Juvenile  Offerings, 

Interest  accrued, 


I>i»charg€. 


Salaries  of  Mission  Staff, 

Passages,  etc., 

Stores  for  the  Mission, 

Printing  Pamphlet,  Chinyaoja  Grammar,  etc.,  . 

Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1880, 


800 

252 

13 

0    0 
8    4 
5     1 

1386   0  S 

17  U 
6    0 
0    7 
2    4 

£801 

292 

582 

60 

£2,544   9  J 
1826   BIO 

• 

•               • 

718   2  i 

£?,544    9   3 
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3. — Gordon  Memorial  Mission. 

Charge. 
Interest  on  Investmeat^ £235     0    0 

Discharge, 

BaUaoe  ftgainst  Fund  at  3lBt  March  1879,         .       £833  17    6 

SalAiiet  KoA  ezpenaes, 199  19    8 

Iflterett  aocmed, 15     4     2 


Balance  againat  Fond  at  Slat  March  1880, 


£1049     1     4 
£814     1     4 


4. — Mission  Building  Fund. 

Charge, 

Bibce  in  faTonr  of  Fund  at  3l8t  March  1879, .... 

"ckriptions  during  the  year, £2  10    0 

i<ticy                      do.,             ....       2,000     0    0 
iuerest  accmed, 45  10  10 

Discharge. 

Bombay — ^Fioal  payment  on  account  of  Mission 

hooses £850    0    0 

Uaaras— Half  cost  of  Transfer  of 

MedicalMissionBuildings,     £12  10    0 
Second  Instalment  of  price 

of  Mission  Buildings,  250     0    0 

Grant  for  Repairs,  111  10    8 

374    0    8 

Wedile— Further  to  account  of  Grant  for  In- 
stitution Buildings,      .         .  1,500     0    0 

Balance  in  farour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1880, 


£6,196    6    5 


2,048     0  10 
£8,244    7     3 


2,724    0    8 
£5,520    6    7 


£8,244    7     3 


6. — MrasiONAKiss'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

Charge, 

Bdauce  in  faTonr  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1879, 
^>^<i&tio]is  during  the  year,       .... 
W«iet  do.,  .... 

^terest  on  Inrestments,  ..... 


Diaeharge, 

^Quties  to  Widows  of  Missionaries, 

Sum  iivested, 

^4laace  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1880, 


£4  10  0 
637  5  8 
404  13     7 


£341     0    0 

1500    0    0 

81     1     7 


£875  12    4 


£1,046     9     3 
£1,922     1     7 


£1922     1     7 
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6. — Invalided  Missionabdes'  Fitnd. 

CKarffC 

Balance  i&  favour  of  Fand  at  Slat  March  1879,  .        .        .        £167  18  !I 
Donation  during  the  year,                             •         .  £0  10    0 
Part  of  Donation  by  the  late  Misses  Smith,  trans- 
ferred to  this  Fund  per  Minute  of  Committee,  14,000    0    0 
Interest  on  Investments, 41  13    5 


14,042   3  I 


£14,210   2  4 
I>Ucharg€, 

Sum  invested, £14,000    0     0 

Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1880,  210    2     4 

£14,210   2  4 
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Na  T. — ^Abstraot  of  Home  Income  sincb  the  Disruption. 

(Thirty-seven  Years.) 


iLAOdltiOIII. 
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215   Oil 
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ft 
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10,32818  7 
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P  11,098  19  6 
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*  12,898  11  1 

*  12,882    1  4 

*  12,977    8  0 

*  13,170    9  2 


Chnrch-door 
Collections. 


^   »7,665  10  8 


£4,193 
4,128 
4,141 
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7,511 
6,610 
7,318 
5,845 
4,560 
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17 
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1,488 
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958 
1,088 
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1,278  14 
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8,957 

5,282 

11,258 

6,187 

8,885 

8,622 

8,488 
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8  11 
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17  0 
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5  1 
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Ifffft^llfm^qg. 


£1,272 
8,921 
1,209 


84,285  18  8i 


4,788 

2,059 

2,879 

1,859 

2,698 

2,445 

1,515 

1,574 

1,914 

1,456 

1,018 

405 

448 

891 

589 

440 

447 

608 
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796 
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656 
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644 

698 

764 
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1,182 

1,426 

1,970 
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17  11 
2  11 
8  2 
8  Hi 
0  9 

10  6 

8  1 
6  7 

9  11 
4  1 


18 
6 
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18 
10 
16 


8 
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4 
4 
6 
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9  10 
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11 

5 
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8 
6 
2 
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10  11 
9  6 

17  2 
15  0 

9  10 

4  9 
1  10 

14  0 

18  8 
17  11 
14  11 

5  11 
12  5 

1  5 
4  8 


52,190  18  10^ 


Total. 


£8,402 
9,957 
7,856 
8,778 
15,468 
10,766 
11,847 
9,617 
10,911 
12,504 
10,658 
12,551 
14,219 
12,272 
16,028 
15,414 
12,790 
14,952 
14,654 
11,794 
12,498 
19,988 
16,618 
15,997 
15,248 
15,716 
14,851 
18,122 
16,856 
18,485 
19,959 
81,468 
80,548 
27,199 
24,006 
28,696 
28,289 


17    OJ 
2  10 

14  8 
19  6 
17    2 

15  10 

11  7 

17  11 

12  7 

8  6 

9  8 

4  1 
8    9 

16  8 
8  10* 

7  7 

5  10 

8  4 
12  11 

5  4 
8    9 

18  2 

0  6 

6  9 
18  5 
16  9 
16  0 
16  10 
14   8 

2   8 

16  8 
2    7 

17  IC 

7  5 

1  8 

11  8 

12  8 


586,828  16  11} 


*  There  wen  two  coUectioiu  made  tn  1847-48  and  1857-58,  and  nofU  In  1868-54. 
t  Including  £4057,  7a.  8d.  raised  by  the  ladies  to  dear  off  deht. 
X  Inctading  £1012,  Os.  6d.,  special  oontrilmtioni  to  present  defleit. 

•^otc^The  abore  ststement  does  not  inoludd— (1.)  The  contribuiioiis  ndsed  by  the  Ladies* 
octttjfor  Female  Edacaiioxi  in  India  and  South  Afiica ;  (2.)  The  sums  raised  in  India  and 
'*^'^;  (3.)  Contributions  sent  direct  to  the  several  Mission  Stations  by  friends  in 
^*^  ud  elsewhere  (see  p.  8) ;  (4.)  The  sums  raised  chiefly  in  this  country  for  our  Mission 
^^l<lisg8,  smoonting,  since  the  Disruption,  to  upwards  of  £l00,000;  and  (5.)  The  Contri- 
^^  to  the  IfiasionarieB'  Widows'  and  Oiphans*  Fund. 
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No.  VI. 

DELIVERANCE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

At  Edinburgh,  and  within  the  Free  Anembly  Hall,  the  twenty-eigktk^ 
of  May,  in  the  year  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh^  :— 

Which  day  the  General  Aaaembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  SootUod  \te^^ 
and  duly  constituted : 

JfUer  aHa,"^ 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreigii  MiMt 
which,  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Members,  was  refened  to,  Ix 
Convener,  by  Colonel  Young,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  theiesiMai 

The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  Report,  and  record  their  thsob  to 
Committee  and  especially  the  Convener. 

The  Assembly  unite  with  the  Committee  in  gratitude  to  God  that,  is  i| 
of  financial  difficulty  and  distress,  the  income  for  the  Church's  Wai0^ 
work  abroad  has  increased.  But  believing  that  the  proportion  o!  tlie  4f 
which  is  contributed  by  congregations  is  far  below  what  is  required,  a^' 
would  be  easily  reached  if  every  member  and  adherent  were  obediatt*| 
great  commission  of  the  Lord,  the  Assembly  renew  the  instructions  gives  1 
as  to  the  visitation  of  congregations,  the  formation  of  AssociatioDB,  ui' 
systematic  dealing  with  the  youth  of  the  Church,  in  the  intersst  of  h 
Missions.  The  Assembly  further  repeat  the  resolution  of  the  meetiog  di^ 
mission  held  in  November  1879,  approving  of  the  creation  of  a  Jubilee  M 
aid  in  the  sustentatbn  of  the  native  pastors,  and  in  the  strengtheoiog  4 
rural  missions.  The  Assembly  trust  that  all  the  congregations  of  tbe  (M 
which  have  not  yet  taken  a  part  in  this  work  of  thanksgiving,  will  do  » i% 
course  of  this  year  1880.  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  observanos  of  t]»: 
Sabbath  of  December,  aa  usual,  as  a  day  of  intercession  for  Misiiooi.  i 
preaching  on  the  subject,  and  recommend  that  congr^gatians,  which  n^ 
have  taken  part  in  the  Jubilee  Memorial,  make  a  collection  for  tiis  Fosd  mi 
solemn  occasion. 

The  Assembly  greatly  rejoice  in  the  measure  of  success  that  God  Htf  H 
pleased  to  vouchsafe  to  the  labours  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Cbnrcb, 
and  Scottish,  in  India,  Africa,  Melanesia,  and  Syria— especially  in  the 
of  420  adults  by  baptism  to  the  Native  Church  in  these  foreign  fiel^ 
Assembly  receive  with  satisfaction  the  intelligence  of  the  rapid  exteosioa  « 
Church  in  the  Santal  country,  and  the  establishment  of  two  new  sUtioitf 
of  the  kindly  spirit  of  the  Nizam's  Government  and  minister  towards  the 
and  increasing  native  Christian  community  around  Jalna ;  of  the  eztensioo^ 
Kafir  Church  in  the  Cunningham  district,  and  the  renewal  of  opentioiu»^ 
notwithstanding  war  and  tumult ;  of  the  eager  desire  of  the  Fingoes  forChrw 
instruction  at  Blythswood ;  of  the  continued  progress  at  LoYedsIe ;  ud  « 
completion  of  the  Aneityumese  Bible  for  the  southern  ChristiaBs  of  the  >< 
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Undes.  The  Aasembly  pray  that  sneh  froitB  of  past  yean  of  supplication  and 
d  mij  be  gathered  in  yet  more  and  more. 

h  aooordiQce  with  former  deliveranoee,  the  Ajsaembly  approre  of  the  resolntiona 
vposed  M  the  baeiB  of  a  farther  deTelopment  of  the  United  Madras  Christian 
iQcge,  sod  authorise  the  Committee  to  oondude  a  seven  or  five  years'  arrange- 
St  with  the  n^tiating  Chnrch  and  Societies,  which  may  take  effect  from  the 

arlSSI. 

Tbe  Geofird  Assembly  again  gratefnlly  acknowledge  the  loving-kindness  of  the 
nl  towards  their  Lake  Nyassa  Mission.  They  heartily  approve  the  action  of 
!  Committee  in  renewing  those  instractions  regarding  the  Christ-like  attitude 
titt  Mitfion  Staff  to  the  natives,  to  which,  amid  circamstances  of  unusual  diffi- 
itj,  they  trace  much  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  which,  under  Gk>d,  have 
>ked  the  five  years  of  its  histoTy.  They  are  assured  that  both  the  Living- 
■a  Sub-Committee  and  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  will  see  that^  in  letter 
i^iiitk  these  Instructions  are  carried  out,  or  are,  when  necessary,  zealously 
llMto  tiie  progress  of  the  Mission,  until  a  settled  and  wise  government  be 
Wby  lawful  British  authority.  The  Assembly  express  their  hearty  satis- 
kiiit  the  successful  Missionary  and  scientific  expedition  of  their  agent,  Mr. 
fftnrt,  C.E.,  across  the  country  between  the  Lakes  Nyassa  and  Tanganyika. 

Ik  Anembly  record  their  gratification  at  the  expansion  of  the  work  of  female 
Mion  in  India  and  Africa,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Ladies'  Society,  and 
flr  heartily  commend  the  Society  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  congregations 

fteChoidi. 

&e  Anembly  instruct  the  Committee  to  take  all  the  preliminary  steps  for 
id  it  craves  power  in  the  matter  of  the  Missionaries'  Widows'  and  Orphans* 
4  but  to  report  for  final  sanction  to  a  meeting  of  Commission  or  to  next 
mlAMembly. 

Ae  Anembly  have  learned  with  regret  the  removal  by  death  of  the  Eev.  P.  C. 
tteijea  of  Chinsnrah,  the  oldest  ordained  convert  of  the  Bengal  Mission,  and 
Mr.  Benzie,  the  Master  of  the  Ilala  Steamer.  They  rejoice  that  these  have 
i  tbe  only  casualties  during  the  year  in  the  staff  of  452  Christian  agents 
N.  They  welcome  the  return  to  Scotland,  for  a  time,  of  the  Bev.  W.  C. 
Rfrom  Bengal;  Messrs.  J.  G.  Cooper,  from  Nagore ;  and  T.  Neilson,  from 
ll;  uid  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Bennie,  from  Kafraria,  and  they  pray  that  these  missionary 
Ren  may  be  speedily  restored  to  health.  With  the  Conmiittee,  they  com- 
H  to  the  grace  of  God  Dr.  M.  Mitchell,  in  his  proposed  missionary  tour  in 
it  for  the  benefit  of  educated  native  society  there. 

^^y,  the  General  Assembly  rejoice  in  the  evidences  of  a  deepening  mission- 
9  ipirit  among  the  students  and  probationers  of  the  Church  ;  and  in  this 
^orial  time  of  manifest  blessing,  they  earnestly  commend  the  Foreign  Missions 
'I^My  prayers,  intelligent  sympathy,  and  systematic  beneficence  of  the  Chuich. 

Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  by 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
CI.  EecL  Seoi.  Lib. 
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No. 


itet  €^ixxt^  o(  BtatldxtJH, 


REPORT 


ON   TBB 


CONVERSION    OF   THE   JEWS 


MAY  1880. 


"  OUT  last  Report,  it  was  stated  that  the  sowing  of  the  precious  seed 
■^fceen  productive  of  fruit  in  several  of  our  mission  fields,  and  that 
•j^  bad  heen  seven  baptisms  during  that  year,  including  those  of  five 
^%  who  witnessed  a  good  confession  of  the  Christian  faith.  In  the 
J'^nt  Report,  we  have  to  record,  with  much  thankfulness,  the  addition  of 
JTf'nbantisms  during  the  year:  viz.  (besides  two  children),  those  of  two 
"litp  in  Pesth,  two  in  Constantinople,  and  five  in  Breslau,  regarding  whom 
TTraisaionarieg  bear  a  high  testimony,  and  entertain  sanguine  hopes.  And 
'^A  this  mav  seem  as  yet  to  bo  only  "  the  day  of  small  things,"  yet 
^yrag  on  the  Divine  promises,  we  cannot  doubt  that  these  first  droppings 

tJie  shower  will  be  followed,  in  due  time,  by  "  a  plenteous  rain."  One  of 
«  most  cheering  and  hopeful  features  of  our  Jewish  Mission  work  is  the 
Wenmnber  of  children,  considerably  above  1000,  who  are  daily  receiving 
ft^rouji;h  Christian  instruction  in  our  schools  at  Pesth,  Breslau,  and 
*^taTjtinople,  under  highly  qualified  and  devoted  teachers.  Of  these, 
*^  three-fourths  are  of  Jewish  birth  :  and  the  eager  attention  and  the 
p  interest  with  which  they  listen  to  Gospel  truth  show  their  hijrh  ap- 
Pation  of  it,  and  fully  warrant  the  hope  that,  when  the  heavenly  rain 
J^nds,  the  seed  sown  in  their  tender  hearts  will  yield  in  due  time  an 
'fe'iaDt  harvest. 

w  of  the  main  obstacles  to  the  conversion  of  Israel  seems  to  be  the 
^^PTevailing,  though  happily  diminishing,  incredulity  among  professing 
^^ms  as  to  its  possibility  or  likelihood.  For,  the  obvious  effect  of 
^  incredulity  is,  not  only  to  lessen  or  destroy  Christian  sympathy  on 
^^»  of  the  House  of  Israel,  but  also  to  restrain  prayer  for  an  end  so 
*^f*We.  80  sure  of  accomplishment,  and  so  full  of  blessing,  in  the  future, 
ft  :^  Gentile  world.     It  has  been  said,  that  even  the  great  German 

''>nner  was  so  incredulous  regarding  this  as  to  declare,  that  "  to  convert 
^^  80B8  of  Belial  is  impossible."  But  even  from  Luther  we  may  appeal 
,  ^%  who  shows,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  that  though  Israel  has, 
^m  of  mibelief,  been  cut  off  from  "  the  good  olive-tree,"  yet  "  God  is 
»%r'J^r*^  them  in  again."  And  still  more,  rising  in  his  ar^ment,  he 
.  ^^  that  their  conversion  is  not  only  possible,  but  highly  probable.     For 

•^ J"e  Gentiles  required,  as  it  were,  to  be  cut  out  of  a  wild  olive-tree, 
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I 

yet  the  Jews  are  "  the  natural  branches,"  and  is  it  not  therefore  a  likelj 
thing  that  they  should  be  grafted  again »''  into  their  own  olive-tree  "?  1! 
the  Gentiles,  who  were  sunk  in  ignorance  and 'idolatry,  have  been  brooglii 
into  the  Cburch  of  God,  how  much  more  'probable  is  it  that  the  chlldrci 
of  the  promises  should  be  -brought  back  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  andet 
privileges?    We  naturally  regard 'the  children  of  our  early  friendE  i^ 
warmer  feelings  than  the  children  of  strangers,  and  does  not  GodteBe 
that  He  regards  the  children  of  Abraham,-  His  early  friend,  with  sfeul 
interest  and  peculiar  love?''  But,  rising  still  higher* in  his  argument, ik 
apostle  demonstrates  the  absolute  certainty  of  Israel's  conversion.  !^i 
doubt,  "blindness  has  happened  to  Israel"  for  their  national  rejeetknol 
the  Messiah,  bat  that  blindness  is  only  "^in  part"     It  is  partial  botl» 
to  its  extent,  and  as  to  its  duration.     Even  at  first,  it  did  not  exicsd  ti 
the  whole  nation,  for  the  first  Christian  C&urch  was -composed  mainly  rf 
Jews,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  even  in  our  own  day,  there  hm 
been  more  conversions  of  Jews  to  Christianity  than  in  any  previous  ap 
since  the  days  of  the  apostles.    But  the  converts  are  apt  to  he  lost  si^ 
of,  because  they  come  out  from  Judaism  >  as  separate  units,  and  aredif 
persed  among  various  Ciiristian't  bodies.     It  has  been  stated  bj  mso 
Jewish  missionaries,  who  had  food  opportunities  of  knowing  the  iict,  thi 
some  years  ago  there  were  at  least  800  converted  Jews,  who  were  lab<w 
ing  as  preachers  and  teachers  of  the  Gospel,  in  connection  with  firioi 
churches,  some  of  them  in  connection  ^  with  our  own  Olkureh,  and  il  i 
believed  that  the  number  of  these  is  now  still  'greater. 

Then  further,  .while  the  blindness  of  Israel  is  partiaras  to  its  ext«atiii 
it  will  certainly  also  be  partial  as  to  its  dwration.  It  will  not  <x0tiit 
for  ever;  but  the  time  is  coming  when  the  first-fruita  will  be  folloieitf 
a  plentifiil  harvest,  and  '*^  when  all  Israel  shall  be  sared."  And«yki 
blessing  to  the  world  will  their  oonvernon  be  I  It  will  be  '^  as  life  M 
the  dead."  For  as  Jews  were  -the  first  misaionaTieB  employed  to  pioA 
the  Gospel  to  the  nations,  and  as  even  in  our  own  day  Jewish  ecnf^ 
manifest  a  special  aptitude  for  the  work,  so  it  may  be -hoped  that  vl> 
few  of  the  six  millions  of  them<now  scattered  abroad,  and  speaking  aM 
every  language,  and  inured  as  they  are  to  every  climate  under  the  A 
and  distinguished  as  they  often  are  by  the  highest  mental  power,  vl 
when  converted  to  Christ,  be  found  pre-eminently  ^valified  for  their  sped 
and  frequently  chosen  vocation  of  preaching  '*  among  the  Gentiles  ll 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 

The  ~  Committee  cannot  lay  their  present  Keporton*tfae  table  of 
Assembly  without  referring  briefly  to  the  recent  death  of  the  ven 
Dr.  Keith  of  St.  Cyrus.     Br.  Keith  was  the  first  convener  of  this  (^' 
mittee,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  awakening  the  interest  of 
Christian*  people  of  this   country  on*  behalf  of  Israel.    His  works 
prophecy — his-profound  conviction  that  there  was  a  bvight  future  f^ 
Jewish  people — and  his-^  practical  efforts  in  the  way  of  organising 
extending  our  missions  should^not  now  be  forgotten.     His  honoored 
and  great  influence  -  extended  and  deepened,  in  <  many  quarters;  aod  ia 
smair  degree,  the  zeal  on  behalf  of  IsraeFs  conversion,  whieti  had  bee 
awakened'by  Mr.  Wodrow  of  Glasgow ;  and  we  cannot  but  regard  it  isj 
matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  our  own  Church  enjoyed  the  service 
one  so^eminently  qualified  for.  commenomg  and  oonduetii^:  this  gieat  an 
good  worki 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Tlie  ineome,  ezolading  £167  especially  destined,  has  this  year  been 
£9702  and  tlia  ordinary.  ez.penditure  £5921.  It  will  be  noticed,  from 
the  table  below,  that  the  revenue  has  been  exceptionally  large  from  the 
legacies  received.  Tfle  average  of  legacies,  .during  the  preceding  five  years, 
V3S  £1502,  while  this  year  it  has  increased  to  no  less  than  £5971. 
The  Committee  a  year  ago,  on  the  urgent  representation  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tomorj)  as  to  the  need'of  a  Kbme,  especiaJly  for  neglected  children,  to 
lid  them  in  their  mission  work,  had,  though  without  funds  at  the  time, 
asdion'sed  £350§  to  be  expended  for  this.  THey  hoped  for  some  oppor- 
toaitj  of  eollecting  this  amount  through  general  applications,  but  seeing 
that  tlu6  year,  in  the  providenee  of  (x«d,  the  legacies  received  by  them 
ktre  been  so  large^  they  have  felt  warranted  in  reserving  £3500  of  these 
'^ifirdd  this  object.  This  increases  their  expenditure  to  £9421,  so  that 
tbe  balanee  at  the  Committee's  credit  on  31st  March  was  £5325.  But 
^aetlDg  from  this  £1500  set  apart  three  years  ago  for  a  new  station  in 
\fm^  which,  however,  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  commence,  the 
Kalklanoe  in  the  Committee's  favour  is  £3825,  with  which  they  have  to 
^  the  expenses  of  <  the  mission  until  next  December's  collection  is 
."KeiTed. 

The  principal 'itema- of  inoome,  for.  the  last  five -years, ..have  been  as 


187&  1877.  1878..  1870.  18S0. 

C<iI]fletioB%*        .         .         ..           £3328  £3382  £3138  £2666  £2810 

lH}Bationa^         ...                647  4S^-  40g*  354  364 

i^^M,            ...                933  ^  1644.  1414  1648  6971 

Jivenile  Offerings    •  26<^*         288  299  284  264 

loWreat  on  iDvestments,  of  wfaioh 
the  Capital  miky  not  be  spent,  261  260  293 

£6073.      £5803      £5620      £5212      £9702 

N£SED  FOR  MORE  MISSIONARIES. 

For  many  years  past,  i>ur  people>haTe  shown  a  deep  and  growing  interest 
*  tbe  conversioB  of  Israel,  by  their  liberal  and  steady  contributions.  This 
|v,  the  amount  of  the  animal  collection  is  greater  than  the  preceding, 
jUe  large  sums  have  been  placed  at  our  disposal,  by  donations  and 
«|^eies,.to  extend  our' operations,  especiaUy  to  RtUsia,  where  there  is  a 
^t  population  of  Jews.  Hitherto  the  door  of  access  to  them  there  has 
kea  shut  against  us,  but  we  are  not  without  hope  that  an  entrance  will 
^provided  ere  long.:. and  the  whole  subject  is  occupying  our  earnest 
ttt^DtioB.  Obr  great  difficulty,  however,  is*  the  lack  of  suitable  mission- 
^^  If  we  could  only  find  the  men,  we  could  easily  find  work  for  them. 
MiDj  and  urgent  are  the  calls  which  we  have  addressed  to  our  ministers,, 
pf'ibatloners,  and  divinity  students,  but  hitherto,  alas  I  with  little  success. 
Jlie  fields  are  white  unto  the  harvest,  bat  the  labourers  are  few.  We 
'^^^  been  informed  from  many  quarters  that  at  present  there  is  &.  great 
spiritual  awakening  among  the  Jews,  and  a  hopeful  and  inquiring  state  of 
Kiiiid,  and  a  yearning  after  peace  and  reconciliation  to  Ood,  such  as  have 
Berer  been  manifested,  to  the  same  extent,  for  the  last  eighteen  centuries. 
Multitodes  of  the  Jfews  are  anxiously  looking  for  a  return. to  their  own 
Ud,  and  nothing  seems  to  prevent'  it  but  the  tottering  dominion  of  the 
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Turks,  and  if  that  were  overthrown,  the  way  woald  soon  be  open  to  tim 
They  are  looking  especially  to  Britain,  to  help  them  to  return,  from  tkir 
long  and  wide  dispersion,  to  the  land  of  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Juek 
Not  long  ago,  Dr.  Teape,  in  pleading  for  the  Jewish  school  at  J^pp. 
stated  that  Palestine  is  being  re-peopled  by  the  Jews,  who  are  M^ 
thither  in  great  numbers.  About  twenty  years  ago,  there  were  not  s-sf 
than  8000  Jews  in  all  the  Holy  Land ;  but  now  there  are  more  6a 
double  that  number;  -and  this  is  a  much  larger  increase  than  tiimW 
been  of  Mohammedans  there,  during  the  same  period. 

Will  none  of  our  young  ministers  and  preachers  then  offer  tliein?e'iw 
as  missionaries  to  the  Jews?  The  Committee  has  frequently  W  ^ 
matter  under  their  anxious  consideration.  Eecently,  they  appobtd 
deputations  of  their  number  to  confer  with  the  students  in  our  GoIlegesA 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  "As  to  the  latter,  there  was  a  difficulty,  arii| 
from  the  programme  of  the  Missionary  Society  having  been  completed  fa 
the  session.  But  they  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  accorded  to  thetn  na 
session.  The  Committee  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  Principal  R^iB) 
for  inviting  one  of  the  Deputation  to  address  his  students  df  the  third  ui 
fourth  years  on  the  subject  oMsraers  claims,  during  bis  hours  of  lecture 

The  Deputation,  however,  consisting  of  the  Secretary,  Che  Rev.  B 
Thomson,  Rev.  J.  G.  Cunningham,  Rev.  N.  L.  Walker,  Rev.  R.  Brenffle 
etc.,  had  a  most  cordial  atid  even  enthusiastic  meeting  with  the  studeil 
in  the  Glasgow  College.  They  were  also  favoured  with  the  preseD«< 
the  Principal  and  several  of  the  professors, — Professor  Lindsay  pr«s«fi| 
They  kindly  altered  their  own  arrangements,  so  as  to  enable  bD  j 
students  to  attend  the  meeting.  And  the  young  men  not  only  Xvsm 
most  attentively  to  the  various  appeals  which  were  addressed  to  them, 
gave  a  most  hearty  response  to  them ;  and  we  trust  tbat  they  vill 
the  whole  matter  into  their  serious  and  prayerful  consideration,  and 
some  of  them  will  be  able  in  due  time  to  say,  **  Here  am  I,  send  me. 

PBSTH. 

Mission  and  Schools. 

The  origin  and  subsequent  history  of  our  Mission  and  ISohooI  at  V4 
in  Hungary  ha^e  always  attracted  much  attention,  and  awakeDed  da 
interest.  When  the  account  of  them  comes  to  be  fully  written,  it  * 
furnish  another  example  of  the  truth,  that  fact  is  often  stranger  ^ 
fiction,  and  reality  more  wonderful  than  romance.  It  is  nearly  fifty  JflJ 
since  the  Deputies  were  appointed  by  our  Church,  Tiz.,'Drs.  Black  i| 
Keith,  Messrs.  A.  Bonar  and  M'Cheyne,  to  go  to  Palestine  ^ 
•*  Mission  of  Inquiry  "  after  the  *  Jews.  Returning  home  by  Pesth 
Keith,  so  well  known  by  his  writings  on  Prophecy,  and  who  has  )ust 
taken  from  us,  was  seised  there  by  a  dangerous  iUness.  The  wife  of 
Governor,  the  Duchess  Palatine,  heard  of  -it,  and  visited  him,  and 
greatly  helped  by  him  in  her  spiritual  anxiety ;  and  the  resnlt  was  thit 
way  was  opened  up  for  setting  up  our  Mission  under  her  auspices.  ^ 
few  years  after  this,  when  as  yet  there  was  no  School  in  the  world  for  4 
Christian  education  of  Jewish  children,  the  conversion  of  the  Saj^ 
family,  and  the  teaching  of  a  few  Jewish  children  by  Philip  Sm 
(brother  of  Dr.  Adolph  Saphir  of  London)  beside  his  sick-bed,  aided  b 
hia  ttster  Johanna,  lud  the  foundation  of  our  School.    As  it  increaj^d  i 
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nombers,  tke  Jewish  Rabbi  denouneed  it,  bat  with  little  effect.  Then  our 
missionaries  were  expelled  from  Hungary  by  the  Austrian  Government 
Still  it  continued  to  grow  and  gather  strength  ;  and  now,  for  many  years 
pa£t^  the  daily  attendance  has  been  about  500.  All  who  have  seen  it 
bear  witness  that  it  is  admirably  conducted,  on  thoroughly  Christian  prin- 
ciples, and  that  much  precious  seed  has  been,  and  is  being,  sown  in  the 
coder  hearts  of  the  young  Jews  and  Jewesses,  from  which,  when  the 
•romised  shower  comes  down,  we  may  hope  for  an  abundant  harvest.  Then, 
)esides  the  four  teachers  who  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  ordinary 
innches  of^educationi  there  are  four  industrial  classes  for  the  girls,  taught 
•J  four  well-Kjualified  females,  and  supported  during  the  last  thirty-five 
ev8  bj  the  Pabley  Ladies'  Society ;  and  this  department  of  the  work  is 
Jfhij  appreciated  by  the  Jewish  parents.  Recently,  it  has  been  found 
itcessary  to  appoint  a  teacher  of  Hungarian,  Mr,  J.  Victor,  in  obedience 
a  the  Qo¥emment  instructions,  which  require  henceforth  the  almost 
^losiTe  use  of  the  Hungarian  language,  instead  of  German,  in  the  various 
ikols.  Mr.  Moody  hopes  that  ^'  matters  may  develop  in  such  a  way 
iito  admit  of  Mr.  Victor  being  added  permanently  to  their  staff  of 

ht  following  Reports,  we  are  sure,  will  be  read  with  much  interest,  as 
^  as  the>  letters  in  Appendix  Nov  L 

Rbsobt  by  Rkv.  Mr^  Koenio  on  Jewish  Work  in  1879t 

From  this  report,  it  wUl  be  observed  that  our  esteemed  missionary 
^tlDoes  to  labour  abundantly. in  the  Master's  work ;  and  that,  besides  his 
sties  as  co-pastor  with  Mr.  Moody  of  the  German  Church,  he  gives  his 
(tendon  to  many  other  departments  of  service,  and  with  good  results. 

Jewish.  Work. — ^Reviewing  the  past  year,  with  the  variety,  extent,  and 
iportance  of  the  work  intrusted  to  us,  and  results  ab*eady  achieved ; 
<^king  over  the  numerous  journals,  reports,  letters  and  orders  for  books 
)d  tracts  now  before  me,  from  pastors,  teachers,  and  private  individuals  in 
bsgarj,  Transylvania,  and  other  neighbouring  countries,  including  Servia, 
•oomania,  and  even  Russia,  I  have  the  firm  and  joyful  conviction  that,  at 

0  time  perhaps,  has  our  work  to  Jew  and  Gentile  presented  a  more 
<peful  aspect.  Through  the  agency  of  our  colportage,  our  work 
ttraces  the  length  and  breadth  of  Hungary.  During  the  past  year,  we 
Pe  been  cheered  by  a  measure  of  the  Divine  blessing  accompanying  our 
Kours  in  every  department,  in  our  Jewish  Mission  school,  our  Sunday 
l^ls,  congregation,  and  hospital,  and  our  Bible  and  tract  work.     There 

1  extension  on  every  hand,  and  we  are  urged  on  by  the  consideration  of 
'elp  vouchsafed,  '*  to  view  the  land  yet  to  be  possessed,"  ^'  ploughing  in 
>^,"  and  going  forth  to  Jew  and  Gentile  with  earnest  faith  in  the 
xeeeding  great  and  precious  promises  of  our  God. 

Otir  Jewish  labourera, 

a.  MkRibdel's  field  of  labour,  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  was 
^u'^na.  Here,  labouring  among  the  Russian  troops,  he  spent  the  entire 
^^  of  1878.  Reports  of  this  work  among  the  soldiers  (among  whom 
rere  many  Jews)  are  in  the  Committee's  possession.  After  the  return 
>f  the  troops  to  Russia,  Mr.  Riedel  laboured  successively  at  Szegedin, 
remesrar,  and  in  Transylvania.  It  was  Mr.  Riedel  who  was  selected  to 
ll^tribute  the  Scottish  r^ational  Bible  Society's  grant  of  one  thousand 
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New  Testaments,  as  a  token  of  sympathy  to  the  distressed  inbahitants  ud 
safTerers  by  the  inundation  at  Ssegedin.      Of  these  Testamente,  tro 
hundred  were  given  to  Protestants,  a  considerable  number  to  Jeira,  ud  | 
the  remaining  number  to  Roman  Catholics. 

While  diligently  employed  in  colportkig  from  town  to  town,  Mr. 
Riedel  loses  no  opportunity  of  holding  forth  the  Word  of  Life  ^'  to  tbe/e^ 
first/'     I  would  briefly  refer  to  the  cade  of  the  aged  Israelite  at  Karl^ 
and  the  comfort  ministered  at  his  dying  bed ;  further,  the  seeking  oxioA 
encouraging  the  scattered  proselytes  in  various  towns,  and  exbortsi 
them  to  encourage  one  another  in  their  common  hope,  also  Mr.  Sied(fi 
intercourse  and  acceptable  visits  ta  the  "^Spanish  «Fewish  family,  vbos 
children  were  educated  at  the  Constantinople  Mission.Schoolj  asdficallj 
Mr.  Riedel's  faithful  ''word  in  season"  to  the  backslider  at  8c\mk 
whom  he  had  known  at'  Constantinople.     Mr.  Riedel  frequently  mentio&i 
the  spiritual  declension  among  the  Faxons  of  Transjrlvania,  and  the  btrrier 
this  presents  to  Jewish  evangelistic  work.     While  recognbing  tbis,  ve 
feel  that  it  enhances  the  value  and  need  of  such  an  agency,  whkb 
provides  the  means  of  awakening  and  teaching  the  Jew  by  word  uA 
books,  where  no  other  appliances  are  at  work.    The  Jews  coDtinne}  ts 
hitherto,  to  be  large  purchasers  of  our  tracts. 

b.  Mb.  Mestitz  has  been  a  f^U  year  in  our  employment,  and  has  worked 
with  good  success.  His  journals  show  ability  and  skill  in  argument  witk 
the  Jews,  and  courageous  endurance  of  the  scornful  treatment  at  the  huk 
of  those,  who  now  despise  their  former  friend  and  brother.  Speeiib 
useful  and  welcome  are  his  visits  at  Mr.  Rosenzweig's,  the  blind  and  iin 
proselyte.  Mr.  Mestitz  Tcads  the  Scriptures  every  morning  from  10  toll, 
to  our  aged  friend,  the  portion  read  forming  the  topiaof  eonvemtioL 
We  have  made  provision  for  Mr.  Rosenzweig  on  the  Lord's  day  tH'^ 
that  one  of  our  young  men  statedly  reads  a  sermon  after  service  to  lu^ 
and  offers  prayer.  Mr.  Mestitz  comes  to  me  every  Monday  forenooB,tl- 
report  verbally  on  the  past  week's  work,  and  to  receive  instniction  id 
guidance  for  the  controversial  argoments  pending  between  himself  fli 
inquiring  Jews.  Mr.  Mestitz  brings  Jews  to  church,  and  occasioDsllj^ 
visit  me. 

e.  While  Mr.  Mestitz's  labours  are  limited  to'Pesth,  Me,  NEUMisy  !»*■ 
travelled  as  Jewish  evangelist  throughout  the  year,  with  the  exception  d 
six  weeks'  rest  in  Pesth.  I  may  here  remark,  that  the  ground  gone  ovfi 
by  Mr.  Neumann  is  in  a  totally  different  direction  from  that  traversed  b} 
Mr.  Riedel.  Mr.  Neumann  commenced  his  travels  last  year,  by  revisitiof 
VucoT&r,  where,  forty- five  years  ago,  he  was  teacher  in  the  Jewish  school 
It  is  cheering  to  note,  that  he  met  with  a  most  friendly  reception  on  tbf 
part  of  several  Jews,  who  recognised  in  him  their  former  teacher,  and  tkl 
his  message  concerning  Christ  and  His  salvation  was  respectfully  received 
Worthy  of  special  notice  are  Mr.  Neumann's  repeated  visits,  during  tW 
course  of  years,  to  Rabbi  Dr.  Fassel.  On  each  occasion,  Mr.  Neumann  «i* 
welcomed  as  a  friend.  Dr.  Fassel  is  a  remarkable  man,  not  only  for  U 
deep  research  and  ability,  but  for  his  liberal  and  friendly  spirit  toward 
Christianity.  My  own  impression  is,  that  this  Rabbi  has  more  heart 
belief  in  Christianity  than  he  is  willing  to  confess. 

d.  The  labours  of  our  esteemed  Medical  Missionary,  De.  LippheBi  hire 
had  a  marked  increase  in  the  past  year.  He  is  steadily  gaining  ground 
among  the  Jews,  and  possesses  their  affectionate  regard  and  e(»ifidence  m 
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s  large  measure.  This  is  the  more  gratifying,  as  Dr.  Lippner  is  faithfdl  and 
DDconiproniiBing  in  giving  bis  testimony  as  a  Christian,  whenever  oppor- 
tmitj  offers.  .The  Jews  leve  him  as  their  friend  in  need,  ever  ready  to 
ninister  to  their  wants  according  to,  yea,  and  beyond,  his  means.  For 
partienlars,  I  beg  tor^er  to*  the  report  enclosed.  In  close  connection 
with  Dr.  Lippner's  labours,  is  oar  Hospital' Be thesda.* 

Bethksda.— fThis  institution  maintains  its  standing  as  a  centre  of  mis- 
sonary  work  among  ^ews  and^  Gentiles.  ^It  is  a*  rare  time  when  we  have 
DO  Jewish  patients,  and  they  are  for  the  most  part  brought  to  us  by  Dr. 
LippDer.  During  the  recent  Jewish 'Passover  •we  had  three  Jews,  their  food 
for  the  time  causing  our  excellent  ministering  deaconesses  some  thought 
ud  trouble.  The  "we^ly  prayer-meeting  there  for  convalescents,  and  for 
aaj  members  of  the  congregationtlisposed  to  join,  is  held  alternately  by 
Mr.  Moddy  and  myself,  with  an  average  attendance  of  forty,  though  fifty  is 
^<  an  ancommon  number.  After  the  meeting,  I  visit  in  the  sick  wards, 
n-i  bj  this  means  have  frequent  intercourse  with  our  Jewish  patients, 
^  as  a  mle  do  Bot  attend  the  prayer-meeting.    -The  total  number  of 

yitais  at  '*Bethesda"   during   the  past  year  is  i  four  hundred   and 

roty-tbree. 

/sQunnio  Jbsvs. — ^There^is  a  class  of  wandering  Jews,  which  yields  at 
(TiTj  Jewish  station  abundant  opportunities  for  personal  dealing  and  con- 
Tfrsation.  During  the  past  year,  I  have  had  visits  from  Polish,  Russian, 
^d  German  Jews,  including  several  young  men  from  the  London  Mechanics' 
Jttstitote.  ^One  Moldavian  Jew  in  particular  greatly  interested  me,  and 
1  bve  this  comfort,  that  .^hSle  business  calls  removed  him  from  further 
?^tsoiial  intercourse,  he  is  in  the  safe' keeping  of  Him,  whose  gracious  Spirit 
^ms  to  have  awakened  in  his  soid  a  hunirer  and  thirst  for  the  knowledge 

B.tfTaM8. — Mr.  'Moody  has  reported  at 'length  in  the  Recotrf  on  the 
•^tiiiM  of  Mr.  tPorges  and  5F.  Berger.  I  only  add,  that  the  latter  is  a 
■niit  of  the  mission  school,  and  the' former  of  Mr.  Moody's- work  at  Prague. 
Hr.  Forges  enjoys  the  confidence  and  affection  of  all  the  members  of  the 
3iL«6ioD,  and  isrwelcomed  as  a  siated  guest  by  many  of  the  families  of 
4e  coD^iegation. 

pa.  Ca8S£L. — 'Through  the  kind  Hberality  of  the  Committee,  we  had  the 
^\vment  and  privilege  of  a*  visit  from  Dr.t  Cassel  in  "November  last.  The 
^i  of  his  sojourn  at  Pesth  •  was  a  festive  one  in  every  sense  of  the 
M;  its  framnt  memories' will  remain  with  us  till  the  visit  be  repeated. 
Snce  then,  I  have  frequently  heard  from  "Mr.  Mestitz  and  others  what  a 
^"foQod  impression  Dr.  Cass^l's  discourses-  produced  on  Jews  of  consider- 
*fe  social  standing  here,  who  listened  with  ourselves  to  his  eloquent, 
F'Jwerfiil,  and  most  attractive  exposition  of  divine  truth.  There  seemed 
^  be  a  general  and  wider  interest  created,  and  all  felt  it  to  be  a  season 
^f  spiritual  quickening. 

l^iiYEE-iiEETiNO. — At  the  opening  of  the  year,  we  observed  the  week 
^^  prayer,  as  has  been  our  wont  uninterruptedly  since  1864.  The  week 
^Jf  prayer  was  followed  up  by  a  prayer-meeting  each  Thursday  evening  till 
Ea«ter.  The  attendance  was  good  throughout, — an  average  of  eighty. 
•^r.  Moody  and  myself  alternated  in  conducting  the  exercises.  Our 
^^jcct  ID  endeavouring  to  attract  strangers,  and  so  make  this  meeting  an 
'^easive  agency,  was  successfully  attained. 

*  See  Appendix  II.,  p.  SI. 
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Young  Men, — During  the  past  year  a  useful  and  important  work  among  our 
young  men  has  been  consolidated.  The  more  serious  and  eamcst-mmdtd 
have  formed  themselves  into  an  Association  regularly  constituted.  A  pari 
tion  wall,  run  up  in  one  of  the  lower  school-rooms  used  for  Hongama 
instruction,  furnishes  them  with  a  good-sized  room.  They  have  a  ttj- 
assorted  library ;  a  course  of  lectures,  popular  and  instructive,  is  Vi^ 
delivered  by  various  members  of  the  congregation,  Mr.  Moody  and  DrnJ 
likewise  taking  part.  Several  of  the  members  are  Sunday-school  tetekis 
The  influence  of  the  Association  has  been  decidedly  for  good. 

A  class  of  young  people  meets  this  year  at  my  house,  three  times  fttliij 
rom   February  to  June,  for  instruction  in  the  catechism  and  saaei 
Scriptures.     Since  Mr.  Moody  joined  me  in  the  work,  we  have  divided  tb 
care  of  this  class,  he  taking  one  year  and  I  the  other. 

The  appalling  disaster  at  Szegedin  brought  a  very  large  amouctfii 
additional  work  to  me.  A  perfect  flood  of  letters,  from  all  parte  d 
Germany,  Switzerland,  and  the  United  States  poured  in  upon  m 
Details  were  requested  in  regard  to  the  catastrophe,  and  advice  solicitd 
as  to  the  distribution  of  the  numerous  sums  collected.  At  the  requester' 
friends  abroad,  I  wrote  several  articles  for  different  newspapers,  and  u 
answer  to  letters  then  received,  I  wrote  above  one  hundred  and  fift. 
letters.  The  sum,  which  passed  through  my  hands,  and  was  transmitta 
by  me  to  the  various  parties  specified,  amounted  to  four  thousand  tic 
hundred  and  fifty-three  florins. 

Christian  Literature. — It  is  my  agreeable  duty  to  acknowledge,  fiA| 
time  to  time,  the  most  valuable  aid  which  we  have  received  in  our  misai 
work,  the  past  fourteen  years,  from  the  National  Bible  Society  of  Scodi^ 
and  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of  London. 

The  National  Bible  Society  of  Scotland  has  maintained,  during  the  W 
year,  as  heretofore,  a  staff  of  ten  Colporteurs,  whose  labours  I  superim^ 
and  by  whom  both  Scriptures,  religious  books,  and  tracts,  are  largelT» 
to  Jews,  as  well  as  to  the  other  numerous  nationalities. 

The  Tract  Society  has  continued  its  work  of  translation  and  pn^ 
tion  with  great  liberality.  We  now  print  in  six  languages.  Ail  d< 
printing  is  done  at  Pesth.  We  strictly  adhere  to  the  practice  of  seilid 
to  the  entire  exclusion  of  gratis  distribution. 

Among  our  books  are  such  as  Angus's  ''  Bible  Hand-book,"  Sapiiir 
*'  Christ  and  the  Scriptures,"  etc.  etc. 

Our  total  sales  of  books  and  tracts  in  1879  amount  to  29,705  tracts,  ai^ 
26,272  books,  by  the  sale  of  which  we  realised  FL2629,  41  kr.  The  io^ 
number  of  Scriptures,  New  Testaments  and  portions,  was  5269  copies,  ft 
El. 2644,  50  kr.  The  total  number  of  copies  disposed  of  in  1879,  6124( 
for  Fl.5273,  90  kr.,  equal  to  about  £500. 

I  am  moreover  in  close  and  constant  co-operation  with  the  follorii| 
Societies: — The  London  Sunday  School  Union,  The  Foreign  SuDii^ 
School  Union  of  New  York,  and  the  Children's  Special  Service  Miss<^ 
of  London. 

Report  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Moody : — 

"  I.  Baptisms, — On  the  6th  of  September,  we  received  Fanny  Beigar,  fonneri; 
a  scholar  in  our  Mission  school,  by  baptism  into  the  Church.  She  wss  m»mvi 
shortly  afterwards,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Sailvay.  As  she  had  been  well  instrocte^ 
in  the  truth,  and  often  spoken  to  about  deciding  for  Christ,  it  caused  oa  auirgv 
that  she  did  not  express  her  desire  to  be  baptized  sooner. 
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"  On  the  2l8t  of  the  same  montli,  I  had  the  privilege  of  bajitizing  Mr.  Alois 
Vrgea  from  Trautenau  in  Bohemia.  We  had  a  most  solemn  and  refreshing 
libou.  He  witnessed  the  good  confession  in  presence  of  a  large  congregation, 
cd  the  people  were  deeply  moved.  After  the  dispensation  of  the  ordinance,  he 
IS  ▼elcomed  warmly  by  many  friends,  and  we  had  many  pleasing  indications 
lU  the  members  of  the  congregation  were  inclined  to  take  a  lively  interest  in 
is  welfare.  A  fortnight  after  the  baptism  he  went  home,  but  he  returned  in 
uvember  on  our  invitation,  and  has  now  settled  in  the  midst  of  us.  He  gives 
:3»<'iu  in  drawing  and  painting,  and  has  made  a  fair  beginning.  We  trust  he 
M  be  able  to  maintain  himself.  It  will  be  more  difficult  in  summer  when 
iCitliee  leave  town. 

**0q  the  25th  of  December,  Ernst  Veit,  a  Jewish  boy  whom  I  have  main- 
aatd  for  some  time  at  school  in  Guadenfrei,  was  baptized  in  Breslau.  He  was 
i{.>tized  along  with  his  parents  and  the  other  children  by  Mr.  Edward.  An 
lUresting  account  of  the  receiviog  of  this  household  into  the  Church  has  already 
speared  in  the  Record,  and  special  reference  has  also  been  made  to  the  event  in 

Wuer  pubUshed  in  Evangelical  Christendom,  ^ir.  Solomon  Veit,  the  father, 
iMe  to  me  inviting  me  to  go  to  Breslau  to  be  present  on  the  occasion,  but  I 
is!>l  Qot  leave  my  duties  here. 

'iyoang  woman  named  Schwarz,  formerly  a  scholar  in  our  Mission  school, 
«s^)tized  in  the  Lutheran  Church.  She  was  to  be  married  to  a  young  man 
•  letcteU  with  our  Church,  and  applied  first  to  us.  Instruction  was  commenced, 
•4ttje  was  in  great  haste,  and  when  she  saw  that  it  might  last  at  least  for  a 
'>**  reeks,  she  left  us. 

'Il  Tht  Church, — Our  German  services  have  been  held  regularly,  and  have 
^  well  attended.  Mr.  Eoenig  and  I  preach  alternately.  At  special  seasons, 
'£\  &j  CbriBtmas  and  Easter,  the  attendance  is  specially  large,  and  the  oppor- 
>3:tits  must  be  seized  and  used  for  addressing  the  message  of  the  Gospel  to 
K.«c  who  are  not  so  easily  reached  at  other  times,  but  the  regular  attendance  is 
^^  good,  and  we  have  strangers  constantly  along  with  the  regular  hearers. 
v«ry  effort  is  made  to  bring  Jews  in  to  hear  the  Word.  During  part  of  the 
law-r  we  had  a  circus  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood.  We  feared,  when  it 
^  ^rtcted,  that  it  might  disturb  us,  and  it  did  bring,  especially  on  Sabbath 
cbings,  quite  an  unusual  stream  of  people  through  our  street,  but  very  often 
r  eouBd  of  our  singing  arrested  those  passing,  and  the  stream  in  part  poured 
it  iDtfO  our  Church.  We  got  q^uite  accustomed  to  have  the  circus>going  people 
^  as  at  our  evening  service.  Some  looked  round  the  Church  and  then  with- 
tv,  but  others  seated  themselves  with  the  congregation  to  hear  the  sermon. 
was  not  easy  however  to  hold  them  quite  to  the  close.  The  occupant  of  the 
j^it  was  somewhat  in  the  position  of  the  street-preacher,  whose  audience  may 
h^ene  at  any  moment. 

'The  Anniversary  Services  held  in  November  were  most  interesting.  Dr. 
nlus  Cassel  of  Berlin  was  with  us,  and  preached  on  the  Sabbath  at  both  diets. 
'M  Church  was  crowded.  Many  Jews  were  present.  We  had  great  collections 
^  the  diminishing  of  debt,  and  the  success  of  our  effort  financially  was  most 
^tiiying.  Including  gifts  from  friends  in  Scotland  and  elsewhere  we  raised  in 
<i  ^Wat  £200.  We  were  pleased  to  add  afterwards  a  donation  of  £50  from  our 
^OiQiittee.  If  Dr.  Cassel  had  visited  us  a  little  later,  the  Jews  would  have 
^^  oat  perhaps  in  even  greater  numbers  to  hear  him,  as  he  has  taken  the 
'^'i  on  their  behalf  in  Berlin,  in  the  war  waged  against  them  by  the  Court- 
'^^W  Stocker,  and  the  historian  Treitschke.  Uis  pamphlet  'Against 
irfciuchke,  for  the  Jews/  has  been  cii*culated  in  thousands. 

"The  English  service  has  been  also  well  attended.     It  has  not  been  necessary 

^^U  it  every  Sabbath,  as  many  of  the  people  come  to  the  other  services  also. 

^Aen  it  ia  ]^eld  it  is  weU  advertised,  and  it  is  the  means  of  bringing  many  into 

i^r  Church,  and  afterwards  fully  into  our  Christian  circle,  whom  we  might  not 

r'J""**  hear  of.     The  interests  of  the  English  community  are  likely,  1  am 

MT  '*^*  ^  ^  ^^^^  cared  for  by  our  new  Consul-General  Mr.  Audley  Gosling. 
The  French  service  is  conducted  as  before,  at  intervals,  by  Pastor  Selli. 
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<*IIT.  The  Sehool^We  celebrated,  on  the   14th  of  NoTemher,  the  ientk 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  oar  School  building.     It  ought  to  have  been  a  kw 
days,  later,,  the .IZSd  ha\'ing  been  the  opening-day,  but  we  wished  to  have  Dr. 
QajBsel  with  us,  and  the  •earlier  day « was  ohoaen  to  suit  him.    Our  faaD  wu 
beautifully  arranged  and  decorated  for  the  occasion.     As  the  benches  had  bea 
removed,  and  it  was  furnished' with  sofas,  tables,' ehagirs,^  and  carpet,  itihadl^ 
appearance  of  a  spacious  drawing-room.     Tickets  numbering  two.hnndndbJ 
been  issued  to  the^nembers  of  the  Mission  and  congregation  and  aftvet^ 
friends.     The  guests  assembled  in  the  evening  at  half-past  six,  and  the  pnoai- 
ings  were  opened  with  the  singing  of  the  hymn :  "  Praise  the  Lord,  the. Sag i4 
glory.'*    iThen  tea  was  served.     Supenntendent  TS^k,  the  long-tried,  fx^ 
friend  of  our  Institntion,  delivered  thereafter  the  openingiaddress.    ^e  aiid  tal 
he  was  led  on  theoeoasion  to  think,  not^only  of  the  completion  and  opeuni  i 
the  building  in  1869,  but  also  of  the  origin  of  the  School  tfairty-siz  yean  a|» 
Few  of  those  assembled  could  look  back,  as  he  oould,  to  the  commeuceiBflnt  d 
the  wock.     He  referred  to  and  described  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  those  iTb 
received  instruction  in  such  an  institution  as  ours,,  taking,  as  the  hasia  of^ 
remarks,  Solomon's  description  of  iieavenly  wisdom  as  more  preciou  than  sihtf 
and  gold,  and  concluded  by  invoking  wisdom  to  descend  and  abide  within  cat 
walls.     Mr.  Koenig  and  I  followed  "with  speeches,  and  our  guest,  Profm 
Cass^  delivered  a  short  lecture.    We  had  music  at  intervals,  and  Mr.y£o«ig'i 
nephew  recited  a  piece  entitled  '  Eetrospect,'  composed  for  the  occasion.   Beion 
we  closed,  Mr.  Boas,  as  .one  of  the  teachers,  and  Mr.  fifbesauer,  <as  one  of  tk 
elders  of  the  congregation,  gave  happy  expression  to  those  feelings  of  thmkfalDa* 
and  hope,  with  which  one  and  all  were  animated  at  such  a  eeason. 

"The  School  is  crowded  as  in  former  years,  and  the  teachers  ape  diligent tf' 
BuoeessfuL  in  their  work.  The  pressure  of  the  Government,  however,  for  Ik 
almost  exclusive  use  of  the  Hungarian  language  causes  ua  difficulty.  HitMt 
itJias  sufficed  that  the  Hungarian  language,  has  been  taught  as -one  of  ^ 

•l>ranches,  but  it  is  now  the  wish  of  the  Government  that  Hungarian  abookl* 
the  language  of  instruction.  We  have  just  had  an  official  visit  of  thev6«T«» 
meat  Inspector,  Bekey.  He  waa  most  friendly,  but  he  would  ^  hear  nothifig  w 
Hungarian.  The  teachers  must  now  make  every  effort  to  acquire  the  laDgitp 
perfectly,  and  as  speedily  as,  possible.     Among  our  manyvmeetingB'«we  hav^^ 

:  for  Hungarian  conversation,  which -is  helpful.  It  will  not  be  quite  agreeaUe^ 
friends  from  Scotland^  when  they  favour  us  next  with  their  preaenoe  at  an  wd 
examination  toiiear  all  going  onin<an  nnKnown  tongue. 

"The  petition  which  the  Jews  presented  to^the  School  Board,  with:reff<^ 

.  to  the  Christian  instruction  given  to  Jewish  children  in.  onr  School,  caneft}  ■ 
much  concern  and  trouble.     The  conflict  ended  satisfactorily  however.   W 

: Bible  lessons. are  not  intevfered^with,  and  the  children  go  on  those  dayawheDVC 
have'<oo  echool,  Saturday  and  Sitbbath,  to  the  teachers  appointed  by  the  J<™ 
community.     Many  of  them  come,  however,  on  the  Sabbi^  .morning  ala(>^  ^ 

^School* 

**  IV.  The'Sahbath-»chool,-^We  have  a  large  Sabbath-abhool  here.    One  dM 

.  most  interesting  features  is,  that  the  most  of  the  children  are  Jewish.  I  >>^J^ 
an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Sabbath-school  Secretary,  Mr>  Victor,  senior  :- 
*  We  begin  onr  Report,  regarding  the  work  of  the  Sunday-schools  inlHuoiaiJ 

»w]th  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  our  faithful) Lord,  who*  lum  been  oar  iuo  ** 
shield  during  the  past  year,  and  baa  not  left  us  without  tokens  of  hia  bleaa^ 
Our  Sunday-school  in  tiia  capital,-  Bndib-Fest,  ia*attended  by  about  000  chiltb^ 
About  50  of  these  cannot  read,  and  receive  instruction  in  a  sej)arate  clsss-ro* 
The  other  cbildren,are  taught  at  present  .in  ten  groups.  ;As  regards  the  leacaA 
there  have  been  various  changes  in  the  course,  of  the  year.  ^  We  .had  to  movn 
the  loss^f  onck  teacher  by  death.  OiherSk  who  -had  engaged  with  as  in  the  v^ 
were  obliged  to  give  tit  \ip,  in. one  case  in  cona^uence  of  removal  from  the  citr. 
in  another  on  'account  of  hindrances  which  oould '« not  be  overcome.  But  t^^ 
Lord  has  touched  the  hearts  of  others,  and  led  them  to  devote  tbemselres  to  to' 
work.    .The  teachers  are  stUl,  however,  too  ^ew  in  number,  and  the  groop*  ^'^ 

^  For  the  Reports  of  th«rTeaahers,  aeev^peodlx  Ko.  I.,  p.  iT. 
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till  too  laige,  lo  that  the  children  caBnot  receive  iadividuaUy  the  attention 
rkich  ia  reqniaite  for  their  furtherance  in  the  knowledge'  of  the  truth.  In  this 
epartment  of  oar  work,  we  iMist  also  plead,  *'  Lord,  send  lorth  labourers  into 
If  Wrest**  If  we  had  not  been  in  want  of  teabhers,  we  ahotld  have  opened 
Qg  ago  a  Sanday-school  in  another  quarter  of  the"city.  Snch  extension  is 
tttch  needed  in  a  city  such  as  this,  where  so  many  children  hear -little  of  the 
rord  of  God,  or  do  not  hear  it'«t  all,  and  where  perhaps- more  than  in  many 
tkrpUces  the  Inst  of  the  eyes,  the  lust  of  the^^esh,  and  the  pride  of  life 
idoeoce  the  young.  Our  children  come  joyfully  and  twith  great  regularity.  It 
u  pleaaiog  to  observe  this,  during  the  two  months  when  there- was  vacation  in 
it  School.  In  former  years,  we  paused  during  that  season,  thinking  that  the 
^rvn  voold  not  come.  Last  year,  Jiowever,'<-we  continued,  in  dependence  on 
»  Lord,  and  the  children  eame  gladly,  although  not  in  snch  numbers  as  at 
tlier  seasons,  and  teachers  and  sfciiolars  had  a  blessing. 

"'Daring  the  first  half  of  the  year^we  had  Old  Testament  subjects,  the  lessons 
•bg  from  the  history  of  Da^,  special  reference  being  made  to  its  meaning  in 
Biition  to  the  New  Testament.  .During  the  second  half,  the  subjects  were  from 
^  Xev  Testaments  At  special  seasons,  portions  of  Scripture  suitable  to  the 
^  vere  selected.' 

*'^.  Meetings, — We  have  many  meetings  during  tho'week. 

'^  Monday  morning- early,  I  have' a  prayecdneeting  with  the  teachers.  I 
p?  tbem  a  text  for  the  week,  and  they  proceed  at  eight  o'clock  to  their  work. 

*0q  Wednesday  afternoon,  there  is  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  hospital  Bebhesda, 
*^eh  I  conduct  alternately  with  Mr.^  Koenig. 

'^Ob  Thursday  evening,  we  have  during  tha  first  months  of  the  year 'an  evan- 
|i&tic  meeting  in  the  hiJL  Thi»  meeting  took  its  rise  as  a  continuation  of  the 
■Ktugs  of  the  Week  of  JEVayer  in  January  1879,  and  it  has  been  btid  this  year 
<ho.  It  ia  conducted  by  Mr.  Koenig  and  myeelf  alternately.  On  Friday  evening, 
teSabbath-Bohool  Teachers*  Preparation  Meeting  is  held  regularly.  The^ passage 
'^"ptore  appointed  to' be  taken  up  on  the  ^following  Sabbath  is  considered, 
«i  the  work  commended  to  the  Lord  in  prayer. 

"Then  we  have  ai meeting ior  Hungarian  conversation.  It.  is  sometimes  held 
«  Tuesday,  sometimes  on  'Diursday. 

*^-  iftteeOaneit.— <-We.have  now  a'-Touns  Men*s  Christian  Association  in 
|™>«ction  with  the  eongregation,  and  are  glad  to  have  been  able  to  give  the 
vociation  accommodation  in  our  School- house.  One  of  the  rooms  >t>^w  has 
^  (iivided,  a  wooden  partition  having  ^been  put  up  by  the  young  men.     Meet- 

^^  are  held  sstveral  times  a  wetk,  and  a  course  of  lectures,  with  printed 
inme,  was  arranged  for  the  winter.     Mr. 'koenig  gave  a  lecture  on  'Two 
i  ^  **  Cities  of  the  East  ;*  I  gave  one  on  '  Livingstone  and  Stanley.* 


Onr  friend,  Mr.  Biberatier,  who  is  now  house-proprietor,  opened  at  Christmas 
2^  cellar-premises  a '  Shelter  for  ^e  Houseless, *^with  accommodation  f op  eight 
*^^  men.  The  first  wanderers,  who  appeared  to  take  advantage  of  the  night- 
^  proTided,vvere  Jews.  '  Thero  were  four  of  them.     They  dropped  in  one  by 

>  vithont  bcing^'flMquainted  with  each  other,  but  they  soon  entered  into  con- 
ation. They  expatiated  on  their*  misfortunes,  and  gave  expression  to .  their 
1*^^   One  said  that  hi»  wislh  was  to  have  as  many  bank-notes  as  would  reach, 

W  lip,  to  the- top*  of  St.  Stephen  *s  tower;  another  began  to  calculate -how 
H^  that  would  be ;  a  third  said  that  he  would  be  satisfied  if  he  had  thirty  or 
m^^^^^nndfiorins,  and  that  if  Jie  had  such  a  sum  he  wonld  also  provide  a 
bii  t  ^^'  ^^ Houseless,'  and  would  see  that  the  houseless  not  only  had  shelter 
^tuofood.  Mr.  Biberauer,  who  had  taken  his  place  in  a-  comer  to  receive 
«[  tr^  ^^^  this  interesting  conversation,!  joined  in  it,  directed  the  thoughts 
b  ,  ^  nien  to  higher  things,  and  ended  by  reading  to  them  a  passage  from  the 

^y  bomeless  Israel  soon  be  brought  to  the  true  Shelter  under  the«*wing8  of 
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BBESLAU. 

The  following  report,  by  oar  actiye  and  deroted  Mimonuy,  the  Rer. 
Mr.  Edward,  will  be  read  with  much  interest     His  valuable  K-rvicn 
as  well  as  his  high  qualifications  and  abundant  and  incessant  labours,  m 
well  known  to  the  whole  Church.    In  October  last,  he  had  the  priTtlef  J 
baptizing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loewi,  and  also,. in  December,  a  whole  Jerili 
family,  that  of  Mr.  Yeit  and  his  wife  and  eldest  son,. with  two  jtoftf 
children.     The  latter  are  the  fruit  of  Mr.  Moody's  labours  at  hipt 
Mr.  Edward  also  writes  very  hopefully  regarding  many  earnest  \w{m!^ 
and  the  benefioial  influence  of  members  of  his  own   congregation  in 
drawing  out  others  to  hear  the  Word  of  Life.     If  only  he  hid  a  Dtorf 
suitable  place  of  worship,  he  could  do  much  more  good  work.    This,  its 
hoped,  may  yet  be  supplied  to  him.     It  is  gratifying  also  to  learn  tbi  I 
there  are  now  week-day  classes  for  religious  instruction  in  connection  vitk 
this  mission,  which  are  attended  by  nearly  400  children.     The  Committtt 
has  granted  assistance  towards  the  support-  of  these  classes,  and  tlio 
sanctioned  the  appointment  of  an  eyangelist. 

Mb.  Edwako's  Report. 

"  As  long  as  any  number  is  to  be  found  among  our  Jtews,  capable  of  betDf 
roused  to  interest  on  the  question  of  Christ's  claim,  and  to  consider  it  on  Scrip- 
ture grounds,  we  are  justitied  in  hoping,  labouring  and  praying  for  them.  Soai> 
times  all  appearances  are  so  discouraging  that  we  are  ready  to  think  then  ii  tf 
soil  to  work  upon,  but  again  snch  phenomena  are  brought  to  light  as  dispel  tb 
dark  view,  and  enable  us  to  gird  anew  for  the  work  of  faith.  Sometimes  tto 
moral  and  religious  degradation  of  the  people,  the  thousandfold  prejudices,  ^ 
holes  and  prison  houses,  in  which  they  are  snsjed  and  held,  seem  to  defy  «Q^ 
diligence  of  the  most  zealous  to  carry  a  redeeming  beam  of  light  within  tiMi 
but  we  are  now  shown  that  He,  who  commanded  light  to  shine  out  of  in^i^ 
designs  to  call  forth  the  light  of  Christ  in  these  closest  holds  of  Satan,  tt^l> 
bring  forth  some  as  prisoners  of  hope,  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water,  w 
prayer  has  been  constantly  made,  in  our  assemblies  by  belieying  souls,  f*^ 
Jews  of  this  place,  and  we  build  with  unshaken  faith  on  1  John  v.  14,  lo,tM 
a  glorious  remnant  shall  yet  be  given  from  this  plaoe,  whether  we  Uve  to  seel 
or  not. 

"  1  give  some  instances  to  illustrate  this  hope.  It  occnzred  to  me  about  i^ 
months  ago  to  put  an  advertisement  in  the  papers,  in  terms  of  one  of  the  thiiM 
articles  of  faith  which  every  Jew  recites  daily  (also  in  Hebrew  characters) ;—'' 
believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.'  The  result  was  a  large  attendisce  t 
Jews,  and  that  also  of  the  higher  class.  I  must  preface  that  the  greater  part  <i 
them  have  lost  all  faith  in  t^  truth,  and  those,  who  have  a  lingering  sdherea« 
to  it,  know  not  how  to  maintain  it.  My  advertisement  evidently  made  a  itu 
for  it  needs  a  stimulus  to  bring  such  sensual  sceptics  to  a  place  of  ifcv^ 
Christians  were  known  to  ask  Jews  to  tran^te  it  for  them.  The  sermon  w  ^ 
Mat.  juai.  23-33,  and  evidently  made  much  impression  on  the  audience,  so  ^ 
our  people  wanted  to  have  it  printed.  One  Jewish  gentleman  expressed,  to  <s< 
of  the  elders  whom  he  knows,  his  satisfaction  that  he  had  heani  it ;  afiotkfl 
stayed  to  shake  hands  with  me,  and  offered  to  call  upon  me.  This  man  ^ 
to  me  almost  every  day  for  three  weeks  after,  staying  from  three  to  four  1)^ 
at  a  time  over  the  Old  Testament  Scripture,  and  although  he  firmly  maintsiai* 
his  free-thinking  sentiments,  that  does  not  at  all  prove  that  the  point  oi  &»' 
Word  has  not  entered  his  heart. 

'*  Another  Jew  interests  me  much,  of  whom  I  would  say  there  is  hope.  Be  U 
a  kindly  feeling  to  me  from  having  been  in  Moldavia^  and  knowing  that  I,  li^ 
himself,  value  Hebrew.  He  has  still  some  of  the  old  faith  and  likes  to  conu 
to  me.    Some  weeks  ago  he  came  to  hear  the  sermon,  coming  in  the  felt  slippei^ 


11.  BBESLAU.  13 

m  which  lie  sUn^  in'liia  shop,  that  His  wife  might  not  gness  wliere  be  was  gone. 
He  objected  to  the  blessing,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  named  before  the  Father. 

*M  wrote  to  Mr.  B.  Douglas  of  two  Jews  very  anxious  for  baptism,  both  of 
tbem  banng  formally  applied  by  letter,  and  that  repeatedly.  These  men  have 
fwQ  laboriously  and  fully  instructed  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  although 
I  hive  Dot  yet  been  able  to  receive  them,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  seed -sown 
7iII  yet  come  forth  in  their  lives.  Mr.  6.  the  more  hopeful,  has  been  reading  with 
nsyaell,  and  going  out  and  in  among  the  members  of  our  congregations  for  more 
:han  a  year ;  add  Mr.  H.  has  also  had  abundant  opportunity  of  knowing  what  the 
lie  in  Christ  means,  as  well  as  of  witnessing  the  impressive  testimony  of  the  Loewi 
i&d  Veit  families  at  baptism.  It  must  have  been  a  wholesome  lesson  to  all  on- 
[v.kers  to  see  these  two  kept  back  who  were  known  to  desire  admission,  and 
Ike  whole  congregation  sympathised  with  the  distinction  that  was  made.  Mr.'B. 
has  aow  been  cast  by  Providence  into  a  town  where  we  have  only  two  adherents. 
Hiilut  letter  pleases  me  much,  discovering  a  longing  after  the  oiYlinances, 
lai  attaching  himself  to  the  society  of  a  believing  woman  in  the  place. 

"Of  the  host  of  casual  inquirers,  who  havccome  only  once  or  twice  during 
^'  year,  some  excited  a'  deeper  interest.  I  remember  particularly  a  teacher  P. 
^  East  Prussia,  of  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  Word  fell  in  good  soil. 
T»7e  was  a  young  man  who  attended  for  a  time  regularly  every  Sunday  forenocHi, 

u  attracted  the  people's  attention.      Then  there  is  a  young  Jewish  student 

-: Moldavia,  who  came  to  me  once  a  week  for  three  years,  whose  understand- 
•V!  certainly  convinced,  and  he  at  times  discovers  much  emotion.  Just  to 
^niinn  an  elderly  man  from  Hungary  wbo  visited  me  some  days  ago  (there 
V(7?  gye  in  the  course  of  two  days),  of  whom  I  bad  the  conviction  that  he  has  a 
'tut  Deed ;  the  words,  'the  thastisement  of  our  peace  liud  upon  Him,'  when 
^rp'lied,  seemed  to  move  Him. 

"The  influence  of  the  people  of  the  congregation  is  making  itself  to  be  felt 
z^re  aod  more  among  the  Jews.  I  have  often  described  how  the  elders,  deacons, 
anl  the  livelier  of  the  people  realise  their  missionary  calling  towards  their  Jewish 
•'.^Lhoars,  of  whom  there  are  now  thirty  thousand,  in  the  town.  But  even  the 
i;:^ivotices  and  girls  are  made  instrumental  in  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Jews 
'n^rioos  religion.  "We  have  a  girl  who  was  in  imminent  danger  of  ruin,  under 
I  worthless  mother,  and  has  owed  her  dieliverance  partly  to  the  interference  of 
I  worthy  Jewess  living  near  them,  who  has  now  become  the  benefactor  of  the  . 
^ter,  by  giving  her  tracts,  and  exciting  in  her  the  wish  to  come  to  our  place  of 
"^rehip.  There  is  a  shoemaker  in  our  body,  who  is  unwearied  in  stirring  an 
ctcrest  in  his  Jewish  neighbours,  and  being  a  man  of  uncommon  simplicity  and 
s^esgth  of  faith,  he  has  actually  brought  some  with  him  to  hear  the  Word,  as  well 
*  -^rrying  it  into  their  houses.  Even  the  apprentices  that  come  about  us  know 
^uke  a  special  interest  in  Israel  for  our  sakes,  and  one  told  us  lately  of  a  baker 
1^.  aits  duly  at  his  prayers  in  his  shop,  drawing  my  attention  to  him.  A  tailor 
f%»  his  Jewish  landlord  all  the  tracts  for .  Israel  he  can  get  hold  of,  and  this 
rit^ilord  came  lately  with  the  request  to  buy  a  copy  of  the  *01d  Paths'  for  a 
«^ed  Jew  of  his  acquaintance,  though  he  will  not  reveal  his  name.  It  would 
W  ^ndleas  to  enumerate  the  several  cases,  but  I  have  the  impression  that  there 
-*  i  steady  deep  testimony  being  carried  abroad  by  the  members  of  this  congrega- 
ti^D  uiK)u  the  Jewish  body,  of  which  the  fruit  will  yet  be  made  to  appear  in  some 
^•'Tviu  manner. 

"  At  Neustadt,  the  town  to  which  the  Loewis  and  Veits  belong,  I  had  some 
'^arrences  of  interest  I  entered  the  house  of  an  old  man  of  good  repute,  said 
***"  to  be  a  good  Hebraist,  with  the  salutation,  *  Peace  be  with  you,'  and  found 
^  vhole  party  assembling  for  dinner.  The  master  of  the  house  pretended  to  be 
iiL^orant  of  the  language  of  his  fathers,  but  having  effected  entrance,  I  managed 
^ '  zet  them  all  engaged  in  Israel's  great  question  for  a  full  half  hour  before 
anility  forced  me  to  take  leave  ;  and  although  there  was  at  first  bitter  opposition, 
especially  on  the  part  of  a  sceptic  from  the  capital,  yet  a  number  promised  to 
'•pay  my  risit  in  my  house.  One  case  here  might  be  specially  noticed — that  of  a 
rabbinical  teacher,  maintained  by  the  chief  families  in  the  place  for  the  instruc- 
tioD  of  their  young  people.   I  had  a  strong  desire  to  make  this  man's  acquaintance, 
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but  as  this*  wu  not  easify  done  withoat  drawing  upon  himithe  jvalooi^  of  bii 
employero,  I  sent  him  by  post  a  copy  of  *  Keith  on  the  Prophsciet.*    One  d&y, 
however,  while  walking  in  a  wood  near  the  town,  a  gentleman  made  his  ^fw- 
anoe  on  one  of  the  paths,  .with  a  number  of  boys  in  his  train,*  whom  I  gaeaedto 
be  the  desired  teacher.      Ot.  coming  np,  I  salated  him/  and  we  feQ  into  cis- 
versation.     We  went  on  together,  the  boys  separated  to  gather*^hrui  objjdi 
and  we  were  at  once  deep  in  the  OM  Testament.     One  thing  imprased  bm,  u, 
the  view  I  gave  of  Abers  sacrifice,  which  he  said  had  never  occorred  to  him  hdm 
He  was^vell  up  in  the  law>  and  though  I  had  left  my  BiUe  in  the  hoBse,ftfeit 
no  lack.     The  young  teacher  said  bo  had  never  heaid  such  things  beloR,  ad 
when  we  parted  said,  *  This  meeting  wiU  be  indelibly  impressed  on  my  vmiiid 
though  this  be  a  more  phrase  in  general,  yet  I  committed  the  matter  to  Hiaii) 
can  make  it  to  be  so  indeed  for  his  eternal  welfare. 

**  You  will  agree  with  me  that  there  is  one  thing  far  mare  important  thubif 
tisms  :  viz.  the  consistent,  faithful  walk  of  those  that  are  already  in  ih«  Cba^i 
and  it  is  with  the  deepest  thankfulness  ta  God,  who  perfects  the  work  of  la  oa 
hands,  that  I  have  to  record  the  power  of  divine  grace,  as  manifested  in  tbe  1% 
of  the  two  families  that  have  been  recently  received  among  us. .  We  htu  ins 
all  sides  the  same  favourable  report,  bat  a  uiiniBter  from  the  spot  gsve  ne  hi 
week -an  Account  of  the  state  ol  things  among  them,  suoh  as  must  fill  the  bent 
of  aU  that  love  Israel  with  joy.  He  told  me  that  sixteen  of-  the  men  employed 
in .  Mr.  Veit's  factory  (though  ho  is  only  agent  for  another,  yet  it  is  to  al 
intents  and  purposes  in  his  own  hands),  meet  with  them  daily,  morning  iM 
evening,  at  family  worship  j  that  the  change  in  their  masters  has  cast  ss 
upon  the  whole  factory,  that  even  those  that  do^not  join  them,  heing 
Romanists,  yet  ase  impressed  with  a  •certain  fear,  and  in  particular,  whereu 
wages  were  formerly  spent  recklessly  at  the  next  public-house,  the  power  of 
evil  spirit  is  for  the  present  bsoken,  and  dnmkenness  for  the  time  it' 
discredited,  and  has  ceased  among  them.  Their  testimony  cannot  fail  to  teH 
the  Jews  in  their  neighbourhood,  by  whom  they  have  all  ever  been  highly 
Mr.  Veit*s  father  has  requested  him^o  get  a  Hebrew  Bible  for  him^^with 
translation,  though  at  first  he  complained  bitterly  that  ho  should  have 
to  see  the  disgrace  of  having  a  son  who  has  become  a  pietist.  Mr.  Loevi  b 
idle  amox^  l£e  Jews. .  Mr.  Y%'  remembers  now  that  in  his  youth  there 
kind  of  sect  in  the  town  where  he  was  educated, ,  who  were  known  f 
Christians  in  heart,  and  had  the  nickname  among  the  Jews  as  '  The  Shee^ 
reference  to  the  Lamb  of  God ;  and  Mr.  Bulcar  and  Mr.  Loewi  are  organising 
pedition  to  the  place,  to  see  if  they  can  come  upon  any  survivors  of  this  detcri 

"  I  must  stop  from  want  of  further  time  and  space,  not  for  want  of  mattex. 
should  tell  you  of  ouv  monthly  paper,  in  which  we  have  almost  always  somei' 
for  Israel,  and  where  we  had  an  account  at  length  of  the  conversioa  of  onr 
families,  to  meet  the  impudent  ass^tion  of  the  Jews,  thai  no  Jew  ever 
CHiiristian  from  conviction. 

"  There  has  also  a  thing  occurred  here  inBreslau  just  now,  which  throws 
on  the  whole  religious  condition^  of  the  place.     We  found,  during  the  couim  of 
past  year,  that  knots  of  unknown  people  began  to  frequent  our  plaoe  of  woi 
for  whom  we  could  not  account,  especially  the  sisters  from  one  of  the  Be  ' 
or  hospitals  in  connection  with  the  State  Church.    At  last  it  turaod  out,  tkil 
these  people  were  sent  to  us  by  one  of  the  city  missionaries  in  coonectioD 
that  Chnrcbi   who,,  after  going  the  rouad'of  all  the  churches^  bfoogbt 
people  to  us,  as  the  only  place  where  they  could  hear  the«  Gospel  apart  frum 
destroying  errors^     If  we  had  a  pn^^er  place  of  worship,  a  church,  we  w^ 
a  good  work  here.     I  must  stop.     The  above  will  give  you  an  idea  of  oar  « 

"  I  could  tell  you  about  the  Bible  circulation  of  about  ten  thousand  copn 
Scriptures,  or  of  the  female  mission  in  Gorlitz.under  the  Ladies'  Committee, 
our  work  at  the  stations,  which  are  all  contributory  to  soaiter  the^good  seed 
Jews  and  heathens  ;  but  I. forbear.. 
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CONSTANTINOPLE. 

From  this  station,  Tery  iDteresting  and  encouraging  accounts  liaye  been 
Rceired.  Besides  the  two  baptisms,  there  are  about  ten  earnest  inquirers, 
Dotwklistanding  much  opposition  from  their  relatives;  while  three  new 
coDTertB  joined  the  Church  at  the  Communion  in  April.  Mr.  Tomor  j  had 
a  foil  class  during  the  winter,  in*  spite  of  the  severe  weather,  and  it  con- 
tioues  to  be  numeronalj  attended.  Ofi  the  Wednesday  evenings,  there 
treUrge  Jewish  audiences.  The  school  at  Oalatais  attended  bj  about 
230  children,  and  it  is  conducted  with  great  efficiency,  although  somewhat 
ifeeted  by  the  opposition  school  which  has  been  >  set  up  by  the  Jews. 
Mr.  Tomory  acknowledges  with  thankfulness  the  addition  of  three  more 
fellow-labourers,  viz.,.  Mr.  Leitner,  who  is  "a  real  strength  to  the  German 
School,"  Miss  Lindsay  for  the  Girls'^  Home,  and  J>t,  R5senberg,  who  is 
reodering  most  effective  service.  His  dispensary,  along  with  his  efficient 
sedical  work,  has  induced  in  the  minds  of  the  Jews  a  most  friendly 
fr^g  toward  the  Mission ;  and  it  is  expected  to  open  a  suitable  field  for 
mngelistic  work  among  the  Spanish  Jews.  In  a  letter  just  received  from 
Mi  Tomory,  he  states  that  in  his  prayer- meeting  on  April  28/  he  had 
^  Jews  present,  besides  his  own  people, .  and  that  every  seat  was 

"^^pied;  also  that  every  day  the  German  Schools  has  fresh  additions, 
riile  the  Italian  School  is  gradually  recovering  its  losses  through  the 
Jeviah  oppositioDL 

Kfiport  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tomory : — 

''Lait  S«hbatii  we  received  Arnold  Klein  by  the  otdihance  of  baptism  into  the- 
Qivch  of  Christ.  H.e  is  a  native  of  Hungary,  and  was  attractedto  this  country 
^J  the  late  Rosao-Tdrkish  war.  And  while  Adrianeple,  the  last  headquarters  of 
the  Roniana,  drew-  away  from  here  so  many  Jews,  this  lost  sheep  of  the  house 
^  Urael  heard  there  fcnr  the  first  time  something  of  the  truth.  On  coming  to- 
>.<asttDtinople*- last  spring  he  fell  ill,  and  in 'the  German  hospital  he  got 
iqoainted  with  soma  of  our  people,  and  I*  visited  him  occasionally.  After  his 
"twrery  he  began  to  attend  our  services  and  the  evening  class,  asked  instruction, 
^  the  Lofd  blaaaed  to  him.  the  word,  and  the<  opportunities  in  the  Home.  He 
li  iboat  twenty-three  years  of  age,  a  quiet,  steady  young  man,  and  very  serious. 
^  pnycr  ia-tiiat  the  Lord  may  keep  him,  and  perfect  all  that  concerneth  him. 
A  Urge  number  of  Jews  gathered  to  be  preseot  on  the  occasion,  and  we  took  the 
itfortunity  of  briaging  the  gosi)el  before  them.  Our  text  was  Isa  xliv.  3-5. 
W  Christian -friends -were  also  present,  and  among  them  we  rejoiced  to  see  a 
B^KsentatiTe  of  our  Free  Church,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Irving  of  Innellan,  who 
listers  this  winter  to  the  Pera  Union  Congregation  of  this  city. 

"Teaterday,  Tuesday  the  9th  inst.,  Misses  M'Gregor  and  Smith  had  the 
Qimination  of ^their  school.  The  Italian  school — the  name  is  endeared  to  us  by 
^  anodationB  of  more  thaa  thirty  years— has  now  changed  the  name,  and* 
Ji  foond  yesterday  by  all  we  heard  and  saw  thai  it  is  still  the  old  school  with 
^  |ood  teaehing,  its  power  and  attractiveness ;  but  the  outward  garb,  the 
»agtu|^,  the  aU-important  vehicle  by  which  in  a  school' all  commuDication  of 
tbngbtsad  instruction  is -conveyed,  the  language  was  changed.  It  is  no  more 
J-alian,  which  was  at  one  time,  especially  at  Galata,  the  chief  language  of  the 
place,  but  the  French,  which  is  just  now  in  the  ascendant.  The  change  had  •to- 
^  made,  and  it  was  not  made  toe  soon.  But  what  progress  hare  both  teachers 
*^'^  aehoUrs-made  in  the  language  1  A  stranger  could  not  have  known  that  it  ia 
^Bt  foarteea  months  tiiat  tdl  the  subjects  in  the  school^— bible  lesson,  bible 
^*^^  Meaiianic  passages,  etc.  etc.,  had  all  to  be  learned  anew  in  another  tongue. 
"^^  taek  was  a  most  diffleult  one,  aad  involved  immense  labours,  but  the  two- 
*<*chen  went  into  it  with  a  will,  and  with  great  energy,  and  they  found  their 
'^ird  in  the  result  of  yesterday's  examination. 
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"  Miss  Smith  had  a  Bible  lesson  on  Kaaman  the  S3rrian,  the  leper,  and  Ma 
M'Gregor  in  the  1 1 9th  Psalm, '  Thy  testimonies  have  I  taken  as  an  heritage  for  ever. 
for  they  are  the  rejoicing  of  my  heart.'  In  both  lessons  rich  tmths  were  elicHad 
from  the  children,  the  result  of  much  prayerful  teaching.  A  geography  \e&^ 
on  ancient  Egypt  by  Miss  M*Gregor  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  the  audience;  'i 
was  very  instructive  and  thorough. 

**  Klein,  who  was  recently  baptized,  is  a  serious  young  man,  and  if  the  l^' 
should  give  him  grace  to  continue  so  in  the  divine  course,  he  may  be  a  eR«: 
blessing  among  us.  Those  that  have  been  thus  received  by  baptism  isi^  tcf 
covenant  bond  require  a  great  deal  of  care  and  training,  and  I  would  ^i^A 
friends  and  the  Churcji  to  remember  such  in  their  intercewory  prayers. 

"  Early  in  June,  we  received  a  Talmudist  as  an  inquirer  ;  we  have  often  juA* 
the  acquaintance  of  this  class  as  inquirers,  and  were  prepared  beforehand  to  is'ct 
with  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  annoyance,  and  we  got  our  full  share.    Tbt  wa 
is  quite  sincere,  but  the  Talmud  makes  cripples  of  its  victims,  and  unlesi  tb?v 
receive  with  the  historical  Christ  the  gospel  cU  ofice,  and  with  the  whole  be&^ 
their  Pharisaic  nature  recoils  from  true  repentance,  and  whatever  their  profesp'^ 
may  be  about  the  holy  name  of  Christ,  they  remain  strangers  to  the  besrt-ffk 
truth  which  is  the  outcome  of  conviction  of  sin,  and  the  blessed  atonement  u 
applied  to  the  soul,  the  only  remedy  against  the  malady  of  sin.     After  tm\m% 
with  him  for  months,  he  left  us  in  November,  and  to  our  surprise  he  n«<ie  }«is 
appearance  again  about  a  fortnight  ago,  coming  from  Odessa,  where  he  was  hM 
received  by  the  Reformed  Pastor  there,  and  by  Mr.  Clark   of  our  Cbnrcb. 
Margolioth  seems  now,  since  his  return,  a  little  quieter,  humbler  ;  this  we  take  M 
tokens  for  good,  and  if  he  should  continue  so,  the  Word  may  yet  be  blessed  to 
him,  to  the  saving  of  his  souL    He  is  anxious  for  baptism  ;  this  he  asked  nr^stlf 
before  he  left  us — this  he  sought  in  Odessa,  but  delay  in  his  case  is  oertaiaif 
necessary.      Friends   will  be  pleased  to   hear  that  the   celebrated  Todle^ 
Governor-General  of  Odessa,  seems  to  be  a  Christian  man,  and  took  intereit  k 
our  poor  wandering  Talmudist     So  the  latter  says. 

"  Three  months  ago,  a  young  man  arrived  here  from  the  Crimea,  who  ©ett* 
years  before  with   some  colporteur,  and   received  from  him  a  Hebrew  ^'* 
Testament  and  a  few  tracts.     The  Lord  blessed  the  reading  of  the  Word  to  k* 
and  without  any  further  aid  or  teaching,  he  became  fully  convinced  of  the  trn 
of  the  gospel,  and  what  he  thus  believed  in  his  heart  he  even  ventured  to^ 
municatc  to  others,  till  his  life  was  in  danger.     An  English  captain  brnncHl^ 
to  this  place,  and  he  came  to  us.     Travelling  in  severe  Weather  injured  bii  b^^ 
he  came  to  the  doctor,  and  hearing  his  story  he  sent  him  up  to  me.    I  |Hit  ^^ 
into  the  German  hospital  in  the  hope  that  he  may  soon  get  better,  but  hegi^ft 
cough  from  which,  I  am  afraid,  he  will  never  recover,  and  as  we  hsve  no  fr* 
hospital  at  our  disposal,  I  kept  him  till  milder  weather  began,  and  let  bin  £»<* 
to  Jerusalem.     The  Kaiserswerth  sisters,  and  the  people  in  the  Mission  lio<rttfl 
there,  will  be  kind  to  him,  and,  living  or  dying,  we  hope  he  will  live  and  die « 
the  Lord. 

"  Another  who  has  left  us  has  been  baptized  in  Eishinew,  in  Bessarabia  T^ 
other  inquirers  are  in  the  Home ;  the  one  from  Bohemia,  a  very  respectsWe  tw*. 
is  anxious  for  baptism,  but  we  will  wait,  and  the  other  is  too  new.  He  caaii 
from  Jassy,  the  capital  of  Moldavia,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  mn^* 
conservatory.  So  the  Lord  gathers  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  and  Galats  hv^y 
certain  way  become  a  refuge  to  many  of  these  wanderers.  Numbers  come,  W* 
cannot  receive  all  these  homeless  people. 

"  Mr.  Boccara  is  still  coming  regularly  once  a  week  for  instruction.    He  i»^ 
serious,  anxiously  waiting  for  some  opening  which  would  enable  him  to  9!^^ 
commercially  hip  connection  with  the  Jewish  banker.   We  feel  for  him.  sndoam 
help  him  ;  such  delay  is  dangerous.    0  that  the  holy  violence  would  be  erant-'l 
to  him,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force  !     He  suffers  great  persecution  at  hom^ 
For  a  time  a  Jewish  young  lady  came  twice  a  week  for  instruction  with  t  ^ij' 
to  baptism,  but  for  the  present  she  has  been  stopped,  it  seems,  br  ^*''  f^^,'.^ 
sister.     Both  are  from  Transylvania.     At  our  next  Communion,  the  Iwt  Saobi 
in  April,  Annetta,  Rosa»  and  Klein,  the  three  new  converts,  will  join  ^  •  ^' 
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le  Lord  prepare  their  hearts  and  minds,  and  take  them  anew  in  his  covenant 

"Tlie  evening  class  was  this  year  nnusnally  interesting.  Daring  a  severe 
inter,  the  like  we  had  not  for  more  than  twenty  years,  we  had  evening  after 
remag  a  full  class,  and  among  them  a  set  of  fine  young  men,  to  whom  we  tried 
I  present  the  gospel  in  various  ways.  The  Bible  is  read  in  three  different 
adages,  bat  many  other  useful  subjects  are  taught  with  the  view  to  attract 
tea.  Boys,  after  they  have  left  the  German  school,  attend  this  class  for  two 
an  or  more,  and  we  keep  them  thus  within  the  sound  of  the  gospel  as  long  as 
e  can.  We  are  glad  if  a  baptism,  or  a  public. examination  of  the  schools,  offers 
i  the  opportunity  of  attracting  a  considerable  Jewish  audience,  but  this  winter 
a  eTening  class  helped  us  to  it  every  Wednesday  at  the  prayer-meeting.  This 
^ncYt  so  suitable  to  this  place,  is  still  the  cheapest  and  most  convenient  means 
V  bringiog  together  a  Jewish  audience  to  listen  to  the  gospel.  Our  subject  of 
Ktore  was  Leviticus,  and  what  a  rich  gospel  do  the  pages  of  this  book  present 
» vith.  They  often  listened  with  marked  attention,  and  our  prayer  for  them 
ru,  and  is  still,  that  their  eyes  may  be  opened  to  behold  the  glory  of  £Um  who 
m  thna  foreshadowed  by  these  glorious  types. 

**  Oar  Sabbath  services  were  on  the  whole  very  well  attended.  There  was 
lihm  a  service  without  some  Jews  being  present.  The  Sabbath  ordinances  are 
Mnly  for  the  edification  of  the  members — they  are  a  precious  opportunity  for 
''^'^'^g*  hy  onr  preaching  and  the  simple  forms  of  our  worship,  the  pure 
C^Btianity  to  the  eyes  of  the  £astem.  Polish  Jews  from  various  parts  of  the 
K^boaring  countries  are  often  amazed,  and  other  natives,  who  may  casually 
b^  in,  feel  the  same. 

"An  interesting  sight  at  these  services  is  the  spot  where  the  girls  from  our 
Bone  sit  It  was  a  burden  upon  my  mind  for  years  how  to  get  those  children 
t^  in  the  proTidence  of  God,  have  been  brought  through  the  baptism  of  the 
Mrents  in  connection  with  our  Mission  and  Church,  how  to  rescue  these  children 
^  the  contamination  and  the  corruption  of  the  evil  examples  that  surrounded 
^  in  the  low  localities  of  Galata,  and  how  to  bring  them  under  the  steady 
mning  care  of  Christian  influence.  The  Lord  is  a  prayer-hearing  God,  and  we 
"^i^er  it  as  one  of  the  best  means,  and  time  may  prove  it  as  the  best  achieve- 
ttBt  in  oar  work,  to  have  such  a  safe  place  for  them.  The  Orphanage,  or  the 
Jirls'  Home,  may  yet  turn  out  one  of  our  brightest  spots  in  our  Mission, — a 
^el,  a  birthplace  for  these  motherless  and  helpless  children,  a  place  where 
^  lambs  of  Christ,  and  they  are  all  baptised  in  his  name,  may  be  brought  up 
*  sheep  of  his  pasture,  to  serve  him  in  their  day  and  generation.  May  the 
^Qod  Shepherd  watch  over  them,  and  as  He  has  provided  us  with  a  Matron  like 
fin  Lindsay,  may  He  bless  her  labours  of  love  to  the  conversion  of  their  souls. 
ns  Lindsay  and  Mrs.  Tomory  bestow  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  care  upon  them, 
21 1  trust  that  both  will  in  due  time,  if  they  faint  not,  reap  a  harvest  of  souls. 
^r  the  breath  of  the  Spirit  to  kindle  a  fire  amongst  them,  and  to  hallow  by  a 
w  of  revival  work  the  place  and  the  inmates,  as  an  abode  of  his  love  and  grace. 
^e  would  enlist  the  prayers  and  the  sympathies  of  the  friends,  and  especially 
«  Biothers  in  Israel,  in  behalf  of  these  lambs. 

'*Both  schools  have  just  lately  had  their  examinations.  I  sent  you  at  the 
™^  full  particulars,  and  I  would  request  you  to  add  these  letters  to  your  report 
^  the  Galata  station.*  The  Italian  school  had  the  examination  on  the  9th  March, 
*^  it  was  a  fine  exhibition  of  a  flourishing,  well-organised,  and  well-conducted 
^^i  Misses  McGregor  and  Smith  changed  the  language  according  to  a 
pi^ooB  pbm  only  fourteen  mooths  before,  but  no  visitor  would  have  imagined, 
v^'m  the  easy  flow  of  language  in  which  queries  and  answers  passed,  that  such  a 
ehaoge  had  so  recently  taken  place.  But  the  same  energy,  that  knew  to  over- 
^'^e  Buch  difficulties,  gave  tone  to  the  whole  school.  It  is  now  to  every  intent 
*°'^  piirpose  a  French  school,  but  with  the  one  exception  that  it  teaches — what 
""  ^^^ch  school,  alas,  does — a  pure  gospel.  These  girls  have  been  taught  in  the 
^^'^  French  that  Chxist  is  the  promised  Messiah,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ; 
^  garb  and  the  medium  were  new,  but  the  principle  and  the  mode  of  teaching 

*  See  Appendix  IIL  p.  32. 
9  B 
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are  the  aame  as  before, — ^the  old  gospel  tntth  which  pervaded  every  sobject,  tiu 
clear  testimony  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  and  we  found  also  many  of  the  old 
faces  beaming  with  intelligence. 

"  The  Jews  have  established  a  rival  female  school  in  cofnnection  with  tbor 
Alliance.     A  number  of  children  have  been  for  the  present  withdrawn,  hot  I 
have  no  doubt  that  Misses  M'Gregor  and  Smith  will  soon  get  others  to  take  tbdr 
places,  and  even  some  of  the  old  scholars  will  return.     This  was  the  case  iitk 
German  schooL     They  lost  at  one  time  through  the  rival  school  some  of  tb 
children,  but  very  soon  they  not  only  retrieved  the  loss,  but  they  hiTajaat 
now  even  more  than  before.     The  Jews  open  schools,  but  they  cannot  rin.' dp 
good  teaching,  and  the  happy  moral  and  spiritual  tone,  that  characteriia  «-!3 
Christian  schools,  and  sooner  or  later  the  parents  become  aware  of  it,  lU  in 
glad  if  the  childreu  are  received  back.     Bellina  is  still  in  the  school,  a  pA 
comfort  to  the  teachers,  and  waiting  for  the  time  when  the  Lord  will  eiuJibk 
to  profess  publicly  his  name. 

"The  German  school  had  its  examination  on  the  23d  March.  The  crovdtf 
childreo,  about  200,  and  the  many  visitors,  parents  and  other  friends,  filled  ^ 
place  of  worship,  and  the  three  Bible-lessons  and  the  various  other  gnVjects  it 
that  Polyglot  school  kept  the  audience  for  hours  in  marked  attentioiL  Tk 
impression  produced  was  a  very  encouraging  one.  I  should  not  wonder  if  afts 
the  Passover  the  school  will  fill  more  than  ever.  Mr.  Leitner  had  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  teaching  powers  and  the  devotion  and  sssdnity  k 
bestowed  upon  his  pupils.  Miss  M'William  and  Mr.  Leonhard  had  spkodi^ 
classes.  A  historical  lesson  which  the  former  had  was  very  much  admired,  id 
gave  great  satisfaction.  The  large  audience  listened  to  a  closing  addretiud 
many  a  one  nodded  assent  to  the  truth  advanced.  The  labours  for  an  exai&iuM 
are  very  great,  but  in  schools  like  ours  they  are  not  ill  bestowed.  It  is  seed  sm 
upon  a  wide  field,  and  may  tell  upon  the  whole  conmiunity  in  futare.  Maof  • 
the  parents,  especially  in  the  German  school,  are  old  pupUs,  and  if  they  an  C 
friendly  disposed  and  appreciate  the  teaching,  what  may  we  not  expect  froii  ^ 
next  generation?  Might  we  not  hope  for  better  things,  wait  and  pnyf<* 
revivsl  which  might  soften  the  hearts  of  these  children,  not  to  be  like  t^ 
fathers,  but  to  come  out  from  them  and  be  separate  ?  A  young  lad,  a  pnpOof^ 
German  school,  is  now  at  Jerusalem  as  an  inquirer,  and  may  by  this  tiw  hi* 
received  baptism. 

"As  entirely  new  in  this  year's  work,  we  have  to  mention  the  mtf 
dispensary.  Dr.  Rosenberg  is  a  clever  practitioner,  and  very  happy  in  his  sA 
of  dealing  with  the  i)eople.  The  dispensary  was  opened  in  October,  and  viw 
a  short  time,  he  and  his  work  became  popular.  But  he  had  not  only  attrscH 
the  patients,  but  also  the  envy  of  some  of  the  Jewish  doctors,  who  triedJJ 
counteract  his  work,  but  in  vain.  The  Jews  intend  now  to  build  a  hospital^ 
have  collected  some  money  for  the  purpose,  but  they  will  fare  with  i*  •■  ^ 
their  schools.  Their  rotten  system  and  the  corruption  blight  everything.  ^ 
doctor  has  prepared  a  full  statement,  which  I  inclose,  and  which  I  hope  pQ  n 
add  to  the  Bieport.  He  mentions  about  600  patients  he  treated,  besdes  m 
school  children,  and  many  others  whom  he  visited  in  their  houses.  ^ 

'*  Just  lately  he  was  called  to  see  a  Jewish  nurse  who  was  near  her  esd.  ^ 
tried  many  doctors,  and  at  last  she  sent  for  him.  On  entering,  she  said :  '  1^^^ 
save  me,  all  these  dhildren  depend  upon  me.*  Dr.  R.  said :  '  I  can  only  um  meA| 
the  Lord  is  the  fountain  of  life,  etc.,' — he  spoke  to  her  good  and  comfortable  ^ 
The  woman  said :  '  No  other  doctor  has  spoken  to  me  in  this  way.'  He  po< 
out  the  gospel  as  the  only  remedy  against  sin.  She  stared  at  him  in  amatto 
and  next  day  she  was  gone.  Twenty-five  years  ago  I  was  often  in  that  ^^?*j 
had  there  many  a  discussion,  and  often  when  she  was  present  at  cbilur 
baptisms  in  German  or  Hungarian  families,  I  used  to  put  in  a  word  for  her 

*•  Large  numbers  of  Jews  come  every  forenoon,  but  we  have  not  yet  aof  ^ 
with  them  to  get  them  to  come  at  a  fixed  hour,  and  to  arrange  some  tervict. 
this  place  of  confusion,  the  most  difficult  thing  is  to  get  them  to  keep  time, 
do  our  best  under  existing  circumstances,  and  hope  to  succeed  in  canytng 
our  plan  of  procedure.    The  doctor  is  greatly  encouraged,  and  this  aajpu* 
for  the  future.    GaUta  was  quite  ready  for  the  institution,  and  the  inflsenc* 
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tlie  )fianon  ma  strong  enough  to  gain  their  confidence.  Israel  Bechar,  who 
&;t^Dds  the  doctor  in  the  dispensavy,  has  all  the  languages,  and  as  he  is  of  Spanish 
irigin,  he  may  be  of  great  nse  if  the  medical  work  should  extend  to  some  of  the 
Spuiisb  Jewish  quarters  in  the  suburbs.  The  winter  wa»  too  severe,  and  few 
could  come  from  Ballata  or  Kouakoundjonk,  but  now  they  begin  to  come. 

"  Lftndaman,  whose  work  iai  mostly  in  the  Jewish  quarter,  tells  me  often  that 
tiere  is  A  more  friendly  feeling  of  the  Jews  towards  the  Mission  on  account  of 
tk  medical  dispensary.  This  is  one  of  the  inmiediate  effects ;  we  trust  it  will 
Itiii  to  samething  more. 

"Mr.  Seliuger  carrieS'On  his  Christian  work  in  the  shop.  He  has  sold  this 
tar  about  700  copiea-of  Scriptures  in  seyenteen  languages,  and  if  it  is  not  the 
i'^  of  onr  National  Bible  Society  to  have  only  so  many  copies  of  Scripture 
Qshed  ioto  the  market,  but  rather  that  the  contents  of  the  Bible  should  be 
;t%s3ed  home  upos  the  buyer,  then  they  may  be  sure  that  this  is  the  case  with 
^un-  He  lets  no  customer  go  away  without  some  word  of  love  or  warning. 
'in.  Seliuger,  as  the  Bible> woman,  continues  her  visits  among  the  women  in  the 
Inrish  quarter,  and  on  certain  occasions  she  is  quite  happy  if  she  can  induce 
wse  tif  these  women  to  attend  a  service,  or  witness  a  baptism. 

'  Mis3  Ewen  at  Kouskoundjouk,  on  the  Bosporus,  had  many  a  bafctle  to  fight 
^"snz  the  year  with  the  fanatical  Spanish  Jews  of  that  village.     But  she  knew 

37t«  of  their  Herems  (anathemas)  to  keep  her  ground,  and  up  to  the  Passover 

taiihe  had  39  girls  in  her  schooL  She  is  not  in  good*  health,  and  would  need 
^'^age.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all  our  fellow-labonrers  enjoy  good  health,  and 
t  'rithstanding  the  severe  winter  they  kept  welL     It  is*a  mercy  from  the  Lord. 

"I  myself  have  for  years  not  felt  so  well  as  just  now.  I  could  attend  through- 
«t  the  year,  without  a  single  exception,  to  every  duty  on  Sabbath  or  on  week 
*y^  If  spared,  may  the  Lord  give  grace  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  Christ,  and 
ku  to  enjoy  his  presence  and  blessing  in  all  our  ende&vouss,  and  our  labour  not 
-  ia  Tain  in  the  Lord !  " 

Report  of  Dr.  Rosenberg: — 

"I  take  the  liberty  oi  writing  to  you  these  lines,  giving  you  an  abstract  of  the 
I^Iical  Mission  in  connection  with  your  Station  here. 

*'  It  ia  now  fully  six  months  since  the  medical  work  in  connection  with  the 

iis^oQ  has  been  duly  commenced,  and  so  far  we  have  great  cause  to  be  thankful 

T  the  measure  of  success  the  Lord  has  granted  us.     From  the  very  beginning 

«r  dLipensary  has  been  well  attended  by  almost  exclusively  Jewish  people  who, 

hiHt  getting  advice  and  medicines,  have  been,  in  one  way  or  another,  made 

^i1ainted  with  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.     The  dispensary  ia  open  to  patients 

^  Thole  forenoon  every  day  in  the  week,  except  Sundays.    We  have  very  great 

Kcalties  in  getting  the  people  together  at  a  fixed  hour,  as  those  we  have  chiefly 

^l  with  have  very  loose  ideas  of  the  differences  of  time.     Though  we  have 

V'iirect  religious  services  during  our  forenoon  gatherings,  we  seek,  by  means  of 

*^te  couversationSr  distribution  of  tracts,  and  invitations  to  our  services,  to 

^^  the  people  to  Christ.     Very  often  too  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tomory  comes  down 

*?&  before  I  arrive,  and  engages  in  conversation  or  argument  with  the  patients 

^t  may  have  already  been  waiting  for  me.     As  I  have  already  mentioned,  most 

[  oar  patients  are  Jews  ;  we  have,  however,  had  not  a  few  of  the  other  nation- 

•«*-i«fl  here,  such  as  Germans,  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  even  Turks.    Every  patient, 

« (tesenting  himself,  is  entered  in  a  Register  book  kept  for  that  purpose.  After  that 

'« nuy  attend  the  dispensary  any  number  of  times.     During  the  past  six  months 

^^  have  had  over  600  names  of  patients  entered  in  the  said  Register  book.     This 

•^  not  indude  those  directly  connected  with  the  Mission.     There  are  almost 

^•'^lyi  amongst  onr  patients  some  children  from  our  schools,  who  while  being 

«t<aded  to  themselves  very  often  induce  their  parents  to  come  to  us  for  advice. 

'^'osidering  that  we  have  a  rival  dispensary  conducted  by  Roman  Catholio 

N«t€rs  not  far  from  us,  and  that  the  Turkish  capital  is  literally  filled  with 

o?tors,  we  think  the  above  figures  very  encouraging.     On  the  whole  the  Jews 

-«re  have  taken  very  well  to  what  they  call  *  die  Protestantische  Apotheke,'  in 
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contradistinction  to  the  Boman  Catholic  one  just  mentioned.  Now  and  then  ve 
get  a  little  opposition,  chiefly  incited  by  the  Jewish  doctors,  who  are  natuntly 
very  jealous  of  our  work.  Meet  of  the  people  are  very  grateful  for  the  beoetiti 
they  obtain,  and  a  great  many  who  are  better  off  pay  ns  erea  tot  the  mediciui 
they  are  getting. 

**  While  in  the  forenoons  we  are  always  occupied  at  the  dispensary,  we  empkr 
the  afternoons  generally  in  visiting  patients  at  their  own  homes.  Here  sgain  n 
often  have  good  opportunity  of  speaking  a  word  in  season,  and  of  dnwiogtiK 
people  to  our  Mission.  I  have  generally  been  very  well  re'ceived  by  my  patkl^ 
and  many  of  them  have  even  handsomely  remunerated  me.  As  a  rule,  I  Im 
found  the  Polish  Jews  much  more  tolerant,  and  much  more  willing  to  liia  to 
conversations  about  the  Bible  and  Christ*  than  the  Spanish.  The  latter  are  mj 
fanatical  and  sometimes  even  intolerant. 

**  During  the  past  winter,  I  have  paid  about  225  visits  to  about  70  famiiia. 
mostly  Polish  or  Spanish  Jews.  My  visiting  district  is  nominally  unlimited  ■ 
I  go  wherever  I  am  called.  It  is,  however,  chiefly  confined  to  GalstB  anii  rti 
vicinity,  and  occasionally  I  visit  the  suburbs  of  Hoskujee  and  Koaikounjouk, 
places  inhabited  chiefly  by  Spanish  Jews.  During  the  summer  months,  we  iotod 
setting  apart  a  day  in  the  week  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  these  places,  especuHy 
the  last  mentioned,  as  being  in  connection  with  the  work  carried  on  by  MiuEven 

"  I  am  efficiently  assisted  both  in  my  dispensary  and  out-door  work  hj  out!  d 
our  proselytes,  Mr.  Israel  Behara,  who,  on  account  of  his  seal  for  the  aosc,  aH 
his  knowledge  of  the  native  languages  is,  of  great  service  to  us.  Being  bixDMlf  d 
Spanish  origin,  he  may  be  particularly  useful  to  me  during  the  coming  sumtD^r. 

'*  In  concluding  this  short  sketch  of  my  past  work,  I  may  express  the  bop| 
that  the  new  branch  the  Committee  have  added  to  their  Mission  here  will  go  M 
increasing  in  its  usefulness,  and  with  the  Lord's  help  prove  to  be  both  a  meaoiv 
relieving  suffering,  as  also  of  bringing  souls  to  Him  who  is  the  great  PhysicianY 

m  , 
w 

m 

PRAGUE. 

There  is  not  much  to  report  as  yet  from  Prague.  Nor  could  it 
expected,  on  account  of  the  brief  period  hitherto  of  Mr.  Pine's  lab*? 
He  is  however  diligent  in  his  work,  and  hopeful  of  good  results.  ^  ^ 
Reports  by  his  two  assistants^  Mr.  Gottlieb,  Evangelist,  and  of  Mn.  0*4 
toph,  who  is  the  Teacher  in  eoaneetion  with  the  Mission,  are  enooonsi^ 
It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  the  prohibition  of  religions  aervicefl  in  m 
Oerman  language,  by 'the  Austrian  authorities,  has  been  remoTod,  m 
that  Mr.  Pirie  has  resumed  those  services. 

**  Having  so  lately  reported  in  the  Record  with  regard  to  the  work  here,  it  i 
not  necessary  that  I  should  say  a  great  deal  on  this  occasion.  I  am  glad,  hoj 
ever,  to  be  able  to  say  that,  since  writing  that  acconnt,  matters  have  oonsid^i 
improved  here,  and  the  Grerman  service  has  again  been  allowed,  and  has 
already  conducted  by  me  for  six  weeks  past.  At  one  of  these  meetings,  we 
twenty-six  present.  I  have  noticed  some  Jews  present,  and  the  seeond  evei 
a  young  interesting-looking  Jew  waited  after,  and  said  he  wished  to  be  instri 
in  the  Christian  religion.  I  felt  very  grateful  to  God  for  some  tangible  fruit 
connection  with  my  labours  ;  arranged  with  him  for  an  evening  to  come  to  f 
and  prayed  for  guidance  in  my  intercourse  with  him  ;  but  I  regret  to  say  tbit 
to  this  time  he  has  not  yet  visited  me.  I  am  still  hoping,  however,  that  be  a 
come,  or,  if  he  does  not,  that  I  shall  be  able  to  find  him  out,  as  sometfaif 
dropped  from  him  in  my  conversation  with  him  that,  I  think,  fnnushes 
with  a  clew  to  find  him. 

"  As  I  stated  in  my  report  to  the  Bee&rd,  I  have  been  able  to  conduct  tfee 

English  service  since  I  came  here  without  any  hindrance.    The  aothoritiei  a«^ 

ignore  it.     It  can  do  no  harm  in  the  way  of  putting  new  ideas  into  Amtnan  ir 

Bohemian  heads,  because  they  cannot  understand  the  language,  they  sayr  *^*^  ^' 

*  For  Report  of  the  Italian  or  French  School,  see  Appendix  UI.,  p.  S3* 


IX.  PBAQUR.  21 

it  has  free  oonrae.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  say  that  this  service  ia  perfectly  under- 
stood and  highly  appreciated  by  some  such,  who  wait  on  my  ministry  more 
regaUrly  than  most  of  my  English-speaking  hearers  do.  One  of  these,  a  lady  of 
nnk,  has  often  told  me  that  she  blesses  the  day  I  came  here,  as  under  my  ministry 
ahe  hM  found  Jesus.  Among  my  hearers  I  often  see  Jews,  and  one  of  them,  a 
Jevish  teacher  of  English,  has  more  than  once  told  me  that  he  is  already  Chris- 
tun  in  his  belief,  and  only  waits  for  the  death  of  his  old  father  to  make  a  public 
prufessioD  of  his  faith.  In  the  tourist  season  we  have  often  strangers,  who  seem 
tn  enjoy  the  opportunity  of  hearing,  in  a  foreign  land,  the  old  glad  tidings  of 
i&ration  in  their  mother-tongue.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dis- 
peaaed  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  the  two  American  missionaries  were  preaching, 
the  one  on  the  Fast-day,  the  other  on  the  Sabbath  evening.  We  had  the  largest 
meeting  [  have  seen  this  season  on  the  Sabbath  morning  of  the  last  occasion. 

"  Such  is  an  ootline  of  the  work  directly  performed  by  your  missionary  in  the 
'a-X  year.  It  seems  little — he  feels  it  to  be  little — and  would  wish  it  to  be  much 
m* .n^,  throngh  human  ability  being  less  limited  than  it  is,  and  more  favourable 
•^'portnnity  for  work  being  granted  him  ;  still  he  feels  that  there  has  been  much 
^•)e  done  for  the  Committee  that  is  not  formulated  in  this  report,  and  that 
'umot  be  thus  formulated.  One  soul,  with  its  infinite  value,  gained  for  Christ, 
v.tcels  is  alone  justification  for  his  being  here,  even  though  that  soul  is  Gentile 

^^ot  Jewish  ;  and  that  he  must  wait  God*s  time  for  other  and  larger  results, 

cifven  hand  the  hope  of  this  over  to  his  successor,  does  not  seem  strange  to 
'^  from  what  he  has  twice  seen  this  winter.    Twice  the  Moldau  has  been  frozen 

^'T,  SQch  as  it  has  scarcely  ever  been  before.  Twice  he  watched  the  thaw  set 
2.  aad  continue,  bat  on  both  occasions  it  took  almost  weeks  before  any  change 
fu  risible,  the  ice  remaining  as  it  had  been  during  the  time  of  severest  frost. 
Tim  all  at  once,  and  of  a  sudden,  it  broke  up  and  moved  in  mass  to  the  sea,  and 
^i  rirer  had  free  course,  and  was  a  glad  sight  to  behold,  in  the  recovery  of  its  true 
'i^^-  and  form.  Tour  missionary  believes,  yea  knows  from  many  a  sure  word  of 
pimise,  that  the  thawing  influences  of  missionary  work,  among  Jew  and  Gentile, 
tke  voHd  over,  will  witness  a  like  sudden  break ing-up  of  what  it  has  been  labour- 
ing and  waiting  to  remove.  Amen,  even  so  come,  Lord  Jesus,  and  come  quickly 
tiios.  if  it  be  Thy  blessed  will ! 

''  I  have  elsewhere  reported  something  with  regard  to  the  work  in  connection 
vith  Bohemian  Protestantism  that  falls  to  your  missionary.  I  am  glad  that  I 
^  the  channel  of  the  gifts  of  the  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Gospel 
10  Bohemia,  and  that  when  Jewish  work  does  not  seem  to  progress  as  I  would 
^•^  it,  this  work  ever  lies  to  my  hand  and  a£fords  result.  I  have  given  a  short 
kf.'ormi  of  my  visits  to  Rrabschitz,  Leitmeritz,  Chleb,  Nimburg,  and  Podiebrad, 
^^where.  From  the  last-named  place,  I  received  lately  a  token  of  gratitude  in 
^^Aection  with  my  visit  made  in  the  autumn,  which  represents,  in  a  symbolic 
*iT,  the  comfort  I  have  said  I  have  in  my  Bohemian  work.  On  Good  Friday,  a 
*}man  came  to  me,  announcing  herself  from  Podiebrad,  and  brought  me  a  slain 
luter  lamb,  a  gift  from  the  chief  manager  of  the  congregation  there,  as  a  memento 
>f  the  great  event  which  this  season  commemorates.  The  Jews  of  Bohemia  have 
^  more  aa  Easter  lamb,  and  what  is  of  far  weightier  import,  they  have  not 
^ceired,  and  do  not  rejoice  in,  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
^^Hd.  I  felt  it  a  comfort  to  be  a  recognised  helper  of  Bohemian  Gentiles,  who 
^^ve  received  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  look  to  Him  alone  for  salvation,  and  who 
^^  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  represent  to  themselves  the  finished 
Ovation  in  the  form  of  the  slain  Easter  lamb,  of  which  they  eat  on  the  day  He 
'^  Again,  as  the  food  of  the  new  and  redeemed  life  which  He  hath  given  to  all 
t^t  Uelieve  on  Him.  I  gathered  all  my  household  around  the  gift  when  it  came, 
%cd  told  my  little  ones  it  was  a  picture  of  the  dear  Jesus  who  huEul  died  for  them, 
aad  never  to  forget  the  incident  as  long  as  they  should  live  ;  and  on  the  Sabbath, 
vii«a  we  partook  of  it,  my  bowels  yearned  for  those  to  whom  the  Easter  lamb 
^^  fint  given,  that  they  might  be  led  to  know  its  great  Antitype,  in  thje  dis- 
^^^  of  which  there  shall  be  joy  in  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob,  such  as  has  never 
yet  been  known  by  them." 
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STRASBURQ. 

Dr.  Fiirst  coBtinueB  to  labour  here  assidaously  and  hopefbllj,  as  wiUie 
seen  in  the  subjoined  extracts  from  his  Report  He  has  made  w» 
suggestions  as  to  additional  aid  in  his  labours,  which  the  Committee  u? 
considering,  and  about  which  th^j  are  taking  means  to  inform  iheittiTa 
fully. 

Dr.  Panfa  Report. 

'*  1.  English ,  Service, — I  hold  Diyine  service  on  every  Sabbath-dAy  ia  ^ 
English  language.  ^The  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  been  mnch  lieb« 
than  in  the  previous. year,  owing  partly  to  the  re^jutation  our  Engluh  Mmse 
has  here,  and  partly  to  the  increase  of  my  personal  acquaintance.  To  wlutent 
cause  this  result  may  be  attributed,  the  fact  remains  the  same,  and  ii  forms i 
source  of  joy  and  thankfulness.  As  these  services  are  attended  by  the  edncited 
and  intelligent  class  of  people,  yea,  by  men  of  science  and  learning,  among  vbos 
are  well-known  professors  of  different  faculties,  our  station  maintaiiu  »  bi^ 
character,  and  exercises  a  great,  and  I  trust  a  beneficial,  influence.  Nov  if « 
are  thus  enabled  to  hold  our  position  honourably,  our  influence  will  no  doobtf 
on  increasing,  and  so  reach  in  the  course  of  time  all  classes  of  people  M 
have  here  Jews  holding  professorships,  and  we  have  students,  Jews  by 
whom  we  can  on}y  hope  thus  to  reach  with  the  message  of  Divine  love.  I  am 
to  say  that  our  services  are  occasionally  visited  by  Jews  of  both  sexea 

"  We  have  had,  daring  the  last  summer  also,  more  tourists  from  Great  Biil 
and  America  attending  our  place  of  worship  than  during  the  year  before, 
which  there  was  the  Paris  Exhibition.  Our  average  attendance  was  betwe«8 
and  40  on  each  Sabbath,  and  we  never  had  less  than  12,. and  this  was  wbes 
German  Emperor  was  here,  and  attended  the  Protestant  church  not  far  fnic 
Scotch  Hall.  We  have  had,  among  these  visitors — clergymen,  ministei^ 
laymen  of  all  denominations,  even  an  Irish  bishop. 

**  As  Strasburg  can  boast  of  having  a  celebrated  university,  it  is  no 
that  students  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  attend  .the  lectures,  among  them 
from  Great  Britain  and  America.     We  have  had  during  the  past  year,  aod 
have,  medical  students  from  these  English-speaking  countries,  and  among 
several  from  Scotland. 

"2.  The  Oerman  Service, — This  service  is  held  on  eveiy  Thursday  at  ei#l 
o'clock,  and  is  attended  chiefly  by  tradespeople,  mechanics,  servanto^  etc:    m 
attendance  has  not  been  such  as  I  could  wish  to  see,  and  there  were  sen 
causes  to  which  this  might  be  assigned.     First  of  all,  we  had  an  exoeptio 
severe  winter,  not  experienced  here  for  the  last  fifty  years.    Besides  this, 
German  service  has  many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  all  more  or  less  d 
formidable  nature,  as  besides  40  or  50  Protestant  ministers  in  the  eatabi 
churches,  we  have  several  active  and  zealous  sects,  among  which  the  folio 
of  Irving  have  lately  made  strenuous  exertions  to  push  themselves  forwari 
whether  with  success  or  not  remains  yet  to  be  seen. 

'*  A  ladies'  day-school  would  no  doubt  be  of  great  help  in  promotiog 
branch  of  our  work,  and  also  the  Jewish  mission.  A  statement,  signed  )>T 
Miss  Vollmer,  an  Alsatian  lady,  was  laid  before  me,  setting  forth  the  neceesit; 
establishing  (1.)  an  infant-school  for  girls  from  3  to  6  years  of  age;  (2.)  ascbi 
for  girls  from  the  age  of  6  to  15 ;  and  (3.)  an  evening-class  for  grown-op  ff^ 
Such  a  class  has  for  some  weeks  been  commenced  by  Miss  Vollmer,  asii  o^ 
numbers  about  60  papils,  but  the  projected  day-school  is  about  to  be  openetl  i'i 
the  2d  of  April  While  writing  this  report,  ike  lady  paid  me  a  visit,  and  ti.-iJ 
me  that  she  will  commence  with  54  pupils,  among  whom  are  12  Cathohcs,  tfu 
5  Jewesses.  I  have  not  failed  to  lay  before  our  Committee  this  ladle's  tchtme* 
and  I  am  glad  that  it  was  favourably  received ;  but  considering  the  great  zcs^i^' 
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eibility  I  should  take  apon  myself  in  starting  such  a  school,  I  deemed  it  wise  to 
nxxtnunend  our  Committee  to  wait  and  see  how  this  lady  would  succeed  in  her 
vodertaking. 

"3.  Specific  Work  among  the  Jews. — The  Jewish  question  has  been,  during  the 
lut  few  months,  treated  in  Germany  from  an  entirely  different  point  of  view  to 
oars.  Envy  and  malice  begrudge  them  the  social  and  political  position  they 
hare  conquered  for  themselves,  during  the  few  years  that  their  political  emancipa- 
tion dites  from.  They  are  rich,  educated  and  influential,  many  of  them  occu- 
p\iQg  high  state-offices,  and  the  liberal  press  is  on  the  whole  in  their  hands,  and 
thus  pablic  opinion,  for  good  or  evil,  is  in  a  great  measure  influenced  by  them. 
The  Germans  all  at  once  were  so  nervously  alarmed  at  this  successful  pushing  of 
the  Jews,  that  they  have  formed  an  Anti-Semitic  league  against  them,  and 
aldost  every  week  some  scurrilous  pamphlet  is  hurled  at  them,  but  the  Jews  of 
ctirtime  know  well  how  to  defend  themselves.  These  Germans  seem  to  forget 
that,  if  they  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  growing  power  and  influence  of  the 
h^iy  they  owe  it  to  their  neglect  in  preaching  to  them  Christ  and  Him  crucified. 
IMienthe  Jew  left  his  Ghetto,  they  met  him  with  their  rationalism  and  infidelity, 
^tead  of  with  Christ  and  His  gospel,  and  although  they  succeeded  in  poisoning 
\y.  minds  of  not  a  few  of  them,  yet  the  Jews  on  the  whole  in  their  heart  of 
'iivts  are  conservative  and  remain  such.  X^ow  this  modem  agitation  against 
t^Jews  has  taken  them  quite  by  surprise,  and  naturally  has  aroused  in  them 

risgs  of  great  indignation.  The  pamphlets,  written  either  for  or  against,  are 
i^vrly  read  by  the  intelligent  amongst  them.  Several  of  them  have  supplied 
Zr.  With  such,  and  this  gave  often  rise  to  religious  discussions. 

''Several  of  my  earnest  and  sincere  inquirers  have  been  obliged  to  leave  this 
fbce,  before  they  were  able  to  make  a  public  confession  of  faith  in  Christ. 
Tixfottanately  they  were  obliged  to  take  places  amoM  Jewish  merchants,  not 
iuring  succeeded  in  procuring  such  anywhere  else.  One  of  them  is  employed  as 
a  traveler  in  a  wine  trade,  and  as  often  as  he  comes  to  Strasburg,  he  visits  me. 
Oq  such  a  visit  lately  I  asked  him,  how  he  is  growing  in  his  religious  convictions 
rtspeciiig  Christ  and  His  religion  ?  He  replied : — *  I  firmly  believe  in  Christ  as 
iLy  SiTi^ur  ?'  but  he  asked :  '  Is  it  not  possible  to  be  a  Christian  without  being 
bptiiced?'  I  hope  he  will  have  grace  given  him  to  overcome  this  his  difficulty. 
Another  young  Jew,  to  whom  I  preached  Christ,  and  who  was  anxious  to  come 
to  &  coonction,  was  also  obliged  to  leave  me,  as  he  could  find  no  engagement  by 
vbich  he  could  support  himself.  For  nearly  a  year  I  heard  nothing  of  him,  but 
^  last  Kqw  Tear's  Day,  I  received  a  congratulatory  card  from  him,  and  in  Feb- 
niary  last  a  letter  informing  me  that  he  too  was  obliged  to  enter  the  service  of  a 
Jew.  In  this  letter  he  said : — *  I  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and 
yi  I  have  some  difficulty  as  to  a  public  confession  of  faith  by  baptism.  Every- 
^g  I  de  to  be  confirmed  in  the  truth  of  Christianity  must  be  done  secretly, 
^\  my  attendance  at  church  can  also  only  be  done  in  the  same  manner.  If  I 
^1  yon  nuur  me,  I  would  have  already  been  so  far  advanced  as  to  ask  for  bap- 
^10.  I  big  of  you,  dear  sir,  to  support  me  in  my  purpose,  and  suggest  to  me 
^iys  and  neans  by  which  I  can  attain  the  realisation  of  my  wish,  and  I  shall  be 
^itefol  to  you.'  Alas !  I  cannot  find  out  for  him  '  ways  and  means,'  but  I 
tnist  oar  fathful  Covenant-God  will  in  His  own  good  time. 

"Last  yiar,  I  had  occasion  to  mention  a  young  man  who  was  studying  law  at 
ror  univemty,  and  on  whom  the  message  of  the  cross  had  made  an  impression, 
roiortunattly  he  had  to  leave  for  Heidelberg  ;  but  now  and  then  he  gives  some 
<>gns  of  lifi.  He  sent  me  an  invitation  from  his  father  to  visit  him,  when  I 
thould  meet  him  there  during  his  vacation :  and  this  with  the  express  remark 
^iX  his  fsiher  would  like  to  hear  the  truth  of  Christianity  stated  by  me.  I 
1^7  as  weD  mention  that  his  father  is  considered  the  richest  Jew  in  the  neigh- 
Uarhood,  nd  holds  the  office  of  a  deacon  in  the  synagogue.  In  accordance  with 
the  invitation  I  went  to  see  him,  accompanied  by  my  wife  and  a  friend.  We 
«ere  treatel  with  the  greatest  respect  and  kindness ;  and  already  at  the  dinner- 
t&ble,  I  hao  occasion  to  speak  about  Christianity  in  relation  to  Judaism.  After 
the  dinner  he  showed  me  his  vineyards,  farm,  hunting  house,  etc.,  and  as  we 
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were  alone  together  for  nearly  five  hours,  we  were  mostly  speaking  abont  tbe  w 
thing  needful,  for  this  Jewish  Nabob  was  honest  enongh  to  confess :  *  With  ill 
my  wealth  I  am  not  happy !  *  He  invited  me  to  come  again  in  the  sntoiu, 
but  unfortunately  I  had  then  no  time  to  leare  Strasbnrg. 

"If  we  make  sometimes  bitter  experience  with  Jewish  inquirers  and  proeelrs^ 
we  must  not  on  this  account  be  too  rash  in  condemning  all  as  not  deserring  iid 
and  confidence.     In  dealing  with  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  men,  we  nustbi 
prepared  to  find  that  some  would  be  desperately  wicked ;  but  again  others  licfes 
and  honest.     In  my  last  annual  report,  I  spoke  of  the  baptism  of  31r.  Gn:^ 
Margoliouth,  who  was  by  my  instrumentality  brought  to  Christ.    I  reject  d 
say  that  he  is  growing  in  grace  and  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  the  lettait 
receive  from  him  breathe  Christian  life  and  hope.     Daring  the  last  Ami 
December  I  received  from  his  uncle,  Rev.  Dr.  Margoliouth,  a  letter  wbenaib 
says  :  *  George,  who  is  now  with  us  spending  his  Christmas  holidays,  it  pxa^ 
on  remarkably  welL     He  is  a  great  favourite  with  all  he  comes  in  contact  mk 
The  head-master  of  the  school  in  which  George  is  one  of  the  masters  thinbToy 
highly  of  him.     I  expect  that  in  the  course  of  the  coming  year  1880,  he  i€ 
enter  one  of  the  English  theological  colleges,  if  not  one  of  the  universi&es.  U 
he  is  spared  he  may  be  in  holy  orders  this  time  three  years  hence.    His  At]«^ 
ment  and  conduct  is  most  exemplary  and  praiseworthy.     I  believe  he  ictecds  tft 
write  to  you  a  few  lines  to  be  enclosed  herewith.'    God  bless  and  prosper  hial 
I  deeply  regret  that  my  statement  about  his  former  Jewish  teacher's  viat  t«  mt, 
to  inquire  about  this  young  proselyte,  has  not  been  made  known  to  tbe  poblic 
The  testimony  of  this  orthodox  Jew  as  to  his  honourable  character  and  beluNiw 
when  he  was  still  among  the  Jews,  althoagh  he  keenly  felt  his  embradsgCbni' 
tianity,  might  have  been  of  interest  to  the  friends  of  the  Jewish  cause. 

"  IV.  Colportage, — Our  Colporteur  has  been  pursuing  his  arduous  woik  wi 
zeal,  energy  and  love,  in  Alsace  and  Lorraine.     He  is  a  capital  salesman,  ^ioa^l 
in  his  manners,  and  cheerful  in  disposition.     He  is  an  Alsatian  by  birth,  md  <* 
strongly  recommended  by  his  minister,  who  had  known   him  from  isfavlr 
Considering  the  dulness  of  trade,  the  failure  of  the  last  harvest  and  vintige,^ 
severity  of  the  winter,  and  the  illness  in  his  family,  resulting  in  the  deadi  (i  ^ 
wife  and  a  child,  the  sale  of  Bibles,  books,  and  tracts  has  been  for  ou*  eirf^ 
stances  such  as  to  give  great  satisfaction.     He  has  scJd  94  Bibles,  (77  ^ 
Testaments,  15  Pentateuchs,  18  Psalters,  456  tracts  and  smaller  books,  13i)l>f 
religious  books,  3740  pictures  with  Scripture  texts  and  religious  potins;  w 
given  away  gratis  136  tracts  to  Jews.     As  he  has  to  defray  his  tnTelfai( 
expenses,  I  have  allowed  him  the  sale  of  religious  books,  illuminated  ^rds.  ^ 
Besides  this,  as  he  has  to  go  from  village  to  village,  from  town  to  twot  f^"* 
house  to  house  ;  and  the  various  contents  of  his  knapsack  procure  for  lim,  od  ibe 
whole,  a  ready  welcome  by  Jews,  Protestants,  and  Catholics.    He  his  been  oa 
the  whole  well  received  by  Jews,  and  many  of  them  have  bou^t  of  bis 
Scripture  portions,  books  or  tracts,  and  with  many  he  had  in  his  siiq^e  muiit' 
a  religious  conversation.    At  a  watering-place  he  caused  quite  a  commoUiV 
among  the  Jews,  many  of  them  bought  tracts,  and  to  a  group  he  spole  on  Imw 
Iv.     A  Jewish  teacher,  coming  up  to  him  and  hearing  what  he  was  doisp 
remarked :  *  It  will  do  my  brethren  no  harm  to  hear  such  things,  wiereby  tfaef 
consciences  may  be  awakened.'    He  himself  bought  a  Pentateuch,  anc  wisbe«{  ^ 
colporteur  Grod-speed.    A  rich  Jew,  meeting  him  on  the  road  in  lis  csrmf^ 
gave  him  a  lift,  and  was  paid  for  it  in  getting  to  hear  of  Christ  aid  His  Iot^ 
One  evening  he  wanted  to  put  up  at  an  inn,  but  meeting  there  sevcml  fsnatid* 
Jews,  he  had  to  make  his  exit  quick ;  but  on  another  occasion,  late  inthe  ereoii^ 
he  wended  his  steps  to  a  Christian's  house,  but  was  refused  a  night's  lodging.   » 
was  a  winter's  night,  snowing  hard,  bitterly  cold,  and  he  knew  not  wh«e  he  ^o^^ 
atay  over  night.     Whilst  he  was  in  this  perplexity,  a  Jew  met  him  and  plsj«^ 
the  part  of  a  good  Samaritan  to  him.     In  Br—  a  Jewish  teacher  teeived  biio 
most  kindly,  and  was  anxious  to  accept  tracts,  and  even  a  newTestan^t* 
remarking,  *  I  know  what  is  at  issue  in  the  controversy  between  .ndaism  sb'I 
Christianity.'     In  a  village  calling  upon  a  farmer,  he  was  receive!  in  »  J^^ 
hostile  manner ;  but  when  he  was  leaving  his  house,  he  met  a  chid  of  bis*  ^ 
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rhom  be  spoke  kindly  and  gave  him  a  picture.  This  Christian  behaviour  of  our 
^Vlfiortear  so  touched  the  farmer,  that  he  called  him  back  and  bought  about 
bar  shillings  of  tracts  and  books.  His  journal  contains  many  interesting 
usUnces,  bat  the  few  I  hare  extracted  I  hope  will  be  deemed  sufficient  to  show 
h  what  manner  he  prosecutes  his  work." 

AMSTERDAM. 

The  work  among  the  Jews  here  continues  now  to  be  mainly  carried  on 
fj  EraDgelists,  superintended  by  friends  of  the  Mission,  who  have  long 
ikon  a  deep  interest  in.  the  action  of  the  Free  Church  in  that  city.  These 
Evangelists  preach  regularly  in  our  church,  meet  weekly  with  the  pros- 
liytes,  and  have  such  intercourse  with  the  Jews  as  is  available. 

It  was  suggested  last  year,  on  behalf  of  some  friends  of  Evangelical 
nth  in  Holland,  on  behalf  of  a  few  ministers  of  the  National  Church, 
^presented  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hoedemaker,  who  were  inaugurating  a  new 
Bfivement  ibr  training  students  in  sound  theology,  and  also  on  behalf 
i  eciDgregations  (which  were  said  to  be  vacant),  because  they  declined 
iidi()08e  for  their  pastors  rationalistic  ministers,  that  the  premises 
kkging  to  the  Free  Church  might  be  made  available  temporarily 
y  "pening  a  theological  institution  or  college  on  thoroughly  evan- 
f^ta\  principles.  The  Committee  were  favourable  to  this,  as  it  was 
iknnony  with  the  original  design  of  the  grant  of  the  buildings  to  the 
hto  Church,  but  they  appointed  a  Committee  to  get  full  information  in 
Insterdam  and  other  places.  The  Committee  consisted  of  Rev.  Messrs. 
^.  E  Wilson,  and  Smith  of  Corsock,  and  Mr.  Brown  Douglas.  They 
iU  a  very  interesting  visit  to  Amsterdam,  Utrecht,  and  other  places. 
.Vy  attended  one  of  the  religious  festivals  of  the  country,  when  about 
Wl)  persons  were  present,  spending  the  day  in  singing  psalms  and 
Tmn3,  and  listening  to  addresses,  chiefly  religious.  They  received 
^^rmation  from  friends  of  all  denominations,  and  an  account  of  their 
iRit  was  published  at  the  time  in  the  Record  of  the  Free  Church.  The 
Kolt  at  which  they  arrived  was,  that  the  privilege  requested  ought  to  be 
isoeeded,  in  so  far  as  not  inconsistent  with  maintaining  real  Jewish 
feion  work.  Their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  now  in  process  of  being 
•tried  into  practical  eflfect,  the  Committee  hope,  with  benefit  in  various 
fcctions,  to  real  religion  in  Holland. 

HUNGARIAN  AND  BOHEMIAN  STUDENTS. 

The  foreign  bursaries  were  held  last  year  by  Messrs.  Szalay  and 
Stcskemeti,  licentiates  of  the  Hungarian  Reformed  Church,  and  Messrs, 
''obrny,  Ddrfl,  and  Borovsky,  students  from  Bohemia.  They  all  approved 
««aiselve8  to  be  men  of  superior  ability,  and  the  Church  will  mark  with 
Bjich  interest  the  measure  in  which  the  future  life  and  labours  of  each 
^  redeem  the  promise  given  by  their  diligence  and  enthusiasm  as 
||tQdent8,  and  their  sense  of  the  benefit  which  they  received  from  being 
^^ught  into  contact  with  the  living  and  fruitful  Christianity  of  this 
^mirj.  Mr.  Borovsky  returns  to  Prague  to  pursue  his  studies  with 
"je  view  of  becoming  a  Medical  Missionary.  Messrs.  Szalay  and  Kecske- 
^^ti  have  the  prospect  of  entering  immediately  upon  the  work  of  the 
•"•Jinistry  in  Hungary,  Mr.  Szalay  being  already  under  call  to  the  pastorate 
•^  a  town  of  30,000  ^habitants,  including  many  Jews,  for  whose  enlighten- 
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ment  and  conyersion  Mr.  S.  has  assured  the  Committee  that  he  will  kboo 
with  much  hopefulness  and  zeal.     Messrs.  Pokomy  and  Dorfl  (tlie  hte 
of  whom  has  already  won  for  himself  a  name  among  the  literary  m^n  i 
Bohemia)  have  not  yet  completed  their  theological  curriculum,  but  tkr 
burn  with  intense  patriotic  and  Christian  devotion  to  work  for  tk  Ld 
in  the  gospel-ministry  within  the  Bohemian  Reformed  Church.  It  is 
peculiarly   encouraging  and  satisfactory   to  know   that  all  thatjcr 
labourers^  returning  to  their  own  homes  with  a  profound  experimental  hx- 
ledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Christy  and  an  ardent  desire  to  carry  the  /u/mb^' 
the  blessing  of  tfuit  Oospd  to  their  countrymen^  regard  Scodand  a&  im 
spiritucU  birthplace^  and  have  often  expressed  their  gratitude  to  Godji^k 
influence  of  the  teaching  and  example  of  Christians  here^  in  impflttifl 
their  lives  a  holy  ambition  and  spintual  joy  and  power. 

The  bursars  appointed  for  the  present  year  are  Messrs.  Benko,  F&,isl 
Tarany,  from  Hungary,  Mr.  Chodera  from  Yelim  in  Bohemia,  and  It 
Opooenski  from  Moravia.  These  students  are  expected  to  eome  to  tS 
country  early  in  autumn,  and  we  cordially  commend  them  to  the  eoi 
sideration  and  hospitality  of  all  friends  who  take  a  lively  interest  in  tl 
revival  of  God's  work  in  the  Protestant  Churchos  of  Himgary  H 
Bohemia. 

LADIES'  ASSOCIATIONS, 

The  Committee  desire  again  to  express  their  deep  obligations  to^ 
Ladies'  Associations  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Pi 
and  elsewhere,  for  their  continued  and  energetic  support  by  theii 
and  liberal  contributions,  especially  in  behalf  of  Jewish  girls 
the  various  Schools.    That  support  the  Committee  value  very  highlj, 
they  trust  that  it  will  be  continued  and  increased. 

DAY  OF  ATONEMENT. 

On  the  day  of  Atonement  amongst  the  Jews,  there  has,  for  sevenl 
past,  been  a  united  meeting  for  prayer  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  Edinbi 
the  salvation  of  Israel.    It  has  been  conducted  by  the  Convener  of 
Committee,  and  ministers  of  other  Churches ;  and  the  large  and  sostn 
attendance  last  year,  as  in  previous  years,  is  an  encouraging  token  of  I 
deep  interest  that  is  taken  in  the  seed  of  Abraham.     The  memben  of 
Church  are  requested  still  to  remember  Israel  on  their  day  of 
Sorrow,  which  is  this  year  on  Wednesday,  15th  September. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  commend  the  claims  of  Lnf^ 
the  sympathy  and  support  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Church,  and  es 
to  their  prayers.     They  would  also  renew  the  request  made  in  pre 
Reports,  that  on  the  Jewish  Sabbaths,  Friday  evening  and  &t 
morning,  special  prayer  be  offered  up  for  the  conversion  of  I 
Remembering  their  former  privileges,  realising  their  present  degradt 
and  antidipating  their  future  enlargement,  let  us  all  be  stirred  ap 
labour  and  pray  that  the  time  to  favour  Zion,  the  set  time,  ouj  $p^ 
come. 

A.  MOODY  STUART,  (7(»t«^ 


r 
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APPENDIX  I. 

^rts  of  the  Teachers  in  Pesth  Schools.    Key.  A.  Moodt,  Superintendent 

Mr.  Bau  reports  cu/olhws, — When  I  consider  my  own  field  of  work,  when  I 
fk  at  the  sixty  or  seventy  girls  from  nine  to  thirteen  years  of  age  I  have 
lore  me  in  my  class,  children  whose  parents  are  either  quite  estranged  from 
B  Uw  of  their  fathers,  are  without  religion  and  have  fallen  into  unbelief  and 
IperstitioQ,  or  are  still  cleaving  to  a  few  outward  observances  and  seeking  to 
fablUh  thus  their  own  righteousness,  the  question  often  forces  itself  upon  me, 
ID  these  dry  bones  live  ?  Can  these  poor  lapsed  ones  be  recovered  and  saved  ? 
ct  the  command  of  the  Lord  is  *' Prophesy  to  these  dry  bones,"  and  when  we 
rc'Cied  prayerfully  and  faithfully  to  our  work,  we  are  permitted  to-day  as  of  old 
:^«  the  power  of  his  Word.    We  have  from  time  to  time  the  joy  of  seeing  how 
^.ren  who  at  first  were  dull  and  unimpressible  awake  and  make  it  manifest 
^  tbey  have  learned  to  love  the  truth.     This  morning  after  we  had  considered 
t^ai^'e  of  the  go8|)el-history  describing  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  a  Jewish  girl 
^ti)  me,  "The  hour  of  Bible  instruction  I  like  best  of  aU,'*  and  then  she  added 
ikrrmg  to  the  subject  of  the  lesson,  "  Since  that  time  a  curse  rests  upon  the 
liers,and  however  rich  one  may  be,  the  people  say.  Oh,  he  is  only  a  Jew."    Yes,  I 
lii  we  see  here  the  sin  of  the  nation  and  the  righteousness  of  God ;  and  I  added 
nth  emphasis  that  the  curse  would  remain  until  blinded  Israel  came  to  repent- 
ace  lad  turned  the  eye  to  the  Pierced  One  as  the  people  looked  to  the  brazen 
Cf«iit  in  the  wilderness,  and  closed  with  the  words  learned  by  the  children, 
"hn  ill  14. 16.     A  few  weeks  ago  one  of  the  girls  begged  me  one  day  to  allow 
^  to  go  home  after  the  Bible  lesson,  as  her  mother  required  her ;  it  was  with 
£^lty  that  she  had  got  to  school  at  all  that  day,  but  she  had  wished  to  be 
rtatot  at  least  at  the  Bible  lesson. 

Nut  long  ago  a  friend  said  to  me :  "I  had  no  idea  that  your  influence  and  your 
^008  instruction  would  have  such  an  effect  on  Jewish  children  ;  a  Jewish 
^y  lives  in  the  house  where  I  stay,  the  girls  go  to  your  school,  and  I  have 
«&  astonished  to  hear  with  what  reverence  they  speak  of  the  Lord  Jesus ;  once 
overheard  the  mother  say,  *  Leave  me  alone,  do  not  always  speak  to  me  of  your 
^^•"'  We  have  an  instance  here  also  of  the  great  difficulties  with  which  we 
^  to  struggle.  A  race  grows  up  however  acquainted  with  God's  Word,  and 
>t  >ar  from  Christianity.  I  regard  it  as  a  great  privilege  to  have  been  permitted 
iU^  these  twenty  years  past  to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God  to  these  children. 
'the  occasion  on  which  the  Jewish  children  of  my  class  went  for  the  first  time 
the  instruction  appointed  for  them  at  the  Jewish  temple,  the  chief  Rabbi 
Fp^^r«d  to  examine  them.  '*  Is  it  possible,'*  he  said,  after  questioning  them  for 
Utle,  **  you  attend  a  Christian  school,  and  are  nevertheless  so  well  acquainted 
*h  the  histoiy  of  the  fathers  of  the  Jewish  people."  •*  Yes,"  replied  one  of  the 
*^  with  unaffected  simplicity,  "  we  learn  the  Old  Testament,  otherwise  we  could 
^  ooderstand  l^e  New,  and  the  New  again  explains  to  us  the  Old."  On  hearing 
^  the  Babbi  was  silent.  On  my  birthday  I  received  a  letter  from  a  former 
^lar,  containing  expressions  of  the  warmest  gratitude.  My  earnest  prayer  was, 
^e,  0  breath,  and  breathe  upoli  this  child  that  she  may  live.  My  work  extends 
*>  to  New  Pesth  where  we  have  had  a  Sunday  School  for  years,  and  where 
e  hare  also  now  a  German  service  attended  by  the  parents  of  the  Sunday  School 
mrtsi  and  others,  and  conducted  by  myself  and  a  friend  alternately.  But  what 
oifferenoe  there  is  between  the  Pesth  and  New  Pesth  schools.  The  Pesth 
Mren  are  daily  under  the  influence  of  the  Word  of  God,  the  New  Pesth  children 

^1  OQ  Sabbaths.     Our  institution  stands  forth  as  a  lovely  green  oasis  in  the 

ejert 

J^«  lookback  with  thanksgiving,  praising  the  Lord  for  the  wonders  of  his  grace ; 
'^look  forward  with  hope,  working  and  pleading :  Breathe,  Lord,  on  these  hun- 
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dreds  of  children,  that  they  may  receive  the  Spirit  of  life,  and  how  the  k»e 
before  Him  who  loved  us  even  unto  death,  giving  gloiy  to  the  LunbThovu 
slain. 

Mr.   Buss  reports, — At  the  beginning  of  the   School  year  102  bojii*!?t 
enrolled  for  the  three  united  classes  of  which  I  have  charge.    FiTekani^kd 
afterwards,  the  number  in  attendance  ia  97.     Of  these  51  belong  totii«J<i«iA 
community,  35  to  the  Roman  Catholic,  and  11  to  the  Protestant  Charcfa.  Tsk 
one  visits  the  school  and  hears  the  answers  of  the  boys  at  the  Bible  kssca,  cu 
receives  the  impression  that  surely,  after  such  a  sowing  of  the  seed,  ooenHtki 
warranted  in  expecting  much  good,  and  that  the  time  cannot  be  distant  Them 
shall  see  clearly  the  ripe  fruit.     And  so  we,  who  are  called  to  labeoriitb 
mission  here,  all  think,  and  when  on  Monday  morning,  before  begianing  theM 
work  of  the  week,  we  meet  in  the  hall  for  united  sappHcation,  and  Btr.  Ht 
Moody  gives  us  a  text  for  the  week,  it  is  always  this  hope  which  aniioitas 
and  finds  expression,  that  the  Lord  would  send  a  gracious  rain  from  aWe/M 
the  seed  sown  may  take  root,  and  bear  fruit  for  time  and  eternity.    Maj  Jo* 
Christ,  for  whose  glory  the  work  was  originated,  and  is  earried  on,  remove  ^ 
drances  and  break  down  the  strongholds  in  which  the  children  take  refuge, 
his  kingdom  may  come  ?    That  hindrances  and  stronghokls  stand  in  oar 
among  the  children  no  one  can  doubt :  where  there  is  Ught^there  is  sl«o  iha 
and  so  it  is  here.     The  answers  given,  pleasing  as  they  are,  are  in  mnst 
only  an  evidence  that  what  has  been  learnt  has  been  lodged  in  the  semorr. 
one  occasion  when  I  was  speaking  of  the  signs  and  wonders  wrought  bj  Ji 
another  Jewish  boy  said  that  certain  books  cidled  **  Bola  "existed,  and  that  if  j 
knew  these  by  heart,  one  could  also  work  wonders.    Such  utterances  indictt»' 
what  prejudices  and  superstitions  we  have  to  deal.     What  the  children  ^ 
home  they  bring  \nih  them  into  the  school,  and  father  or  mother  baring  i 
they  have  the  persuasion  that  it  must  be  true.     The  reverse  of  thii  hoi 
what  takes  place  also  ;  the  children  carry  home  what  they  have  heard  at 
and  parents  and  children  converse  together  about  the  Word  of  God.   TkJ 
before  Purim  I  explained  in  the  school  the  meaning  of  the  festival   Tk 
after,  the  father  of  one  of  the  boys  sent  me  a  message,  requesting  me  to  tellj 
where  the  explanation  I  bad  given  was  to  be  found  in  the  Bible.    A  t«v  i 
later  I  asked  the  boy  whether  his  father  had  read  it,  and  he  replied 
some  time  his  father  had  been  reading  the  Bibl^  regularly,  bat  that  he 
come  upon  the  history  of  the  plan  formed  to  destroy  the  Jews  and  their 
lous  deliverance,  and  had  been  surprised  to  learn  that  it  was  in  the  Bible. 
one  occasion  in  the  Sabbath  school,  I  quoted  a  passage  from  the  Old  Te 
in  order  to  explain  a  text  in  the  New,  and  a  Jewish  boy  who  left  the  day-: 
last  year,  but  comes  pretty  regularly  to  the  Sabbath  School,  said  tiiat  be 
read  the  passage  referred  to  that  morning.     On  this  I  asked  himwhc^ 
read  the   Bible  diligently,  and  he  replied  that  he  did.     In  Roman  Ci 
families  the  Word  meets  with  more  or  less  opposition.     In  one  caw  a  boy  < 
told  by  his  father  that  he  was  not  to  learn  from  the  Bible,  as  he  had  a  diffe 
religion.     In  another  case  however  touching  testimony  was  given  by  a  widol 
the  power  of  the  Word.   She  was  unable  to  read  herself,  but  her  son  read  tot 
and  she  appeared  to  have  been  powerfully  affected  by  what  she  had  heard,  fod 
came  one  day  into  my  class-room,  and  said  with  tears  that  she  had  been  adjr 
her  son  by  the  Holy  Book  that  he  was  to  become  a  better  boy.    Areve' 
then  warranted  in  believing  that  the  seed  will  spriag  up  and  bear  f rait  io' 
case  of  many  ?     It  may  not  be  given  ns  to  reckon  the  number  of  inch,  br 
doubt  not  that  on  the  Great  Day,  when  all  comes  to  light,  many  will  say  that  i 
found  the  Saviour  in  our  school  or  through  our  schooL     That  it  may  be  to ' 
very  many,  yea  with  all,  is  always  our  desire  and  prayer. 

Mr.  Maag  reports. — Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  oome  <wt  of  Zioo 
was  the  cry  of  the  Psalmist  ages  ago,  and  it  is  our  prayer  to-day.  Tnuy  ** 
have  need  thus  to  pray.  The  word  of  the  apostle,  that  bUndoen  is  ha|ipeoed  u3t< 
Israel,  finds  its  marked  fulfilment  among  us.    The  peofde  gloiy  in  their  enlightts 
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Deot,  cast  aside  the  faith  and  the  observances  of  their  fathers,  and  make  the 
fdMeo  calf  their  house-idol.    Sad  as  their  indifference  is  however,  it  has,  through 
the  proTidence  of  God,  this  good  result,  that  they  readily  send  their  children  to  the 
cbool  of  the  missionaries.     The  children  are  thus  brought  under  the  influence  of 
he  dime  Word.     It  is  true  that  many  of  them  are  taken  from  us  again  after 
be  Upse  of  a  year  or  sooner,  but  we  feel  thus  all  the  more  how  urgent  the  call 
I  io  work  while  we  have  opportunity.     I   have   been  permitted  to  labour 
ahiadered,  and  can  say  that  the  work  has  not  been  in  vain.     Although  one 
i>mot  in  the  case  of  children  of  six,  seven  and  eight  years  of  age  speak  of  a 
hinge  in  the  same  way  in  which  one  would  in  the  case  of  those  grown  up,  still 
d^  become  manifest  through  the  conduct  and  the  whole  bearing  of  the  children 
ietherthe  Word  has  fallen  on  fruitful  soil.     I  have  often  reason  to  thank  God 
ien  I  see  one  and  another  of  those  who  had  given  me  much  trouble  showing 
|s»  of  improvement.     The  disposition  to  tell  lies,  which  prevails  among  the  chil- 
XB,  causes  much  trouble.     It  is  often  long  before  they  learn  that  to  tell  a  lie  is 
1  ci^mmit  sin,  for  they  often  hear  more  lies  than  truths  at  home.     I  rejoiced 
krtfore  recently  when  I  observed  that  two  boys,  who  had  often  been  found  out 
iDiBg  nntruths,  gave  evidence  under  the  influence  of  the  Word,  that  they  saw 
berii  of  their  conduct,  and  began  to  amend.     I  regret  that  many  children  are 
I&S3  only  for  one  year,  and  are  no  longer  under  the  sound  of  the  divine  Word  ; 
1k^  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  hold  even  such.     The  Lord 
ki  )U  instruments  everywhere,  and  there  is  no  limitation  with  Him.     One 
hftanKnt  remains  to  us,  which  we  must  use  daily  as  we  prosecute  the  work  ; 
litis  prayer.     Our  earnest  believing  prayers  will  be  heard,  for  God  has  not  cast 
nv  hu  people ;  they  will  yet  be  redeemed.     When  I  referred  above  to  our 
iBg  permitted  to  carry  on  our  work  unhindered,  I  had  in  view  the  efforts  made 
?tbe  Jews  against  us.     They  did  not  rest  until  they  had  the  names  of  the 
viBh  children  who  attend  our  school,  and  we  were  obliged  to  intimate  that 
wording  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  these  children  must  attend  the  religious 
•fraction  provided  for  them.     Our  fears  however  were  put  to  shame.     After 
skort  time  the  most  of  the  children  ceased  to  go.     They  try  however  now  to 
^  as  trouble  in  another  way.     They  have  considerable  influence  with  the 
Kemment,  and  attention  is  now  directed  again  to  the   language  question. 
IT  ichool,  it  is  said,  is  a  Germanising  institution.     It  appears  now  to  be  the 
(ation  of  the  Government  to  make   our  school  completely   Hungarian  if 
•Bile. 

I  hare  at  present  eighty-four  boys  in  my  class.  May  the  Lord  grant  us  new 
iB^th  for  the  work,  and  new  zeal  to  all  who  love  Jerusalem  that  they  may 
tok  comfortably  to  His  people. 

Mia  Knippmg  reports. — The  larger  half  of  our  school-year,  and  with  an  un- 
kUy  cold  winter,  is  past.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  extreme  cold  did  not  pre- 
btbe  children  from  coming.  My  class-room  was  almost  always  flUed.  Only 
hof  my  ninety  scholars  was  seriously  ill,  and  I  expect  that  that  one  also'  will 
fttragsin  very  soon.  It  is  a  lively  happy  company — my  class  of  ninety  girls  ; 
tej  of  them  are  full  of  zeal  and  eagerness  to  learn,  and  their  earnest  purpose 
id  striving  is  to  give  me  pleasure ;  yea,  much  more,  to  please  Him  for  whose  glory 
9t  icbool  has  been  established.  And  yet  I  must  confess  that  perhaps  never 
*^  have  I  been  so  often  and  so  deeply  distressed  with  the  sins  of  the  children 
I  this  year.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  in  our  city  regard  for  truth  became  less  and 
M  horn  day  to  day,  and  as  if  at  last  the  knowledge  that  lying  is  a  sin  would 
•Bish  entirdy.  How  very  difficult  in  such  circumstances  the  calling  of  the 
'^^r  is,  can  hardly  be  described,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  instead  of 
Mi&g  able  to  say  with  Paul,  "  Therefore  we  faint  not,"  we  are  sometimes  ready 
^  grow  weary.  But  that  the  Lord  Himself  does  not  grow  weary,  that  His  gracious 
f^jytite  nevertheless  is  that  these  poor  children  should  hear  of  his  salvation  and 
iteming  grace,  yea  that  He  has  His  work  among  many  of  them — of  this  we 
ure  daily  new  proof.  A  short  time  ago,  just  at  a  time  when  the  power  of  evil 
t^eaten^  to  get  the  ascendancy  among  us,  there  was  formed  in  my  class,  as  a 
ion  of  confederacy  against  the  enemy,  a  Bible-reading  Association  in  connection 
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with  the  English  Children's  Bible-Reading  Association.    Forty-eight  of  my  di 
dren  joined  it  at  once.     It  is  really  touching  to  think  that  so  many  Je-wiih  ud 
Roman  Catholic  children  come  under  an  obligation  to  read  the  Word  of  Goddsilf 
with  prayer,  and  on  Sabbaths  to  pray  for  the  others.     When  I  asked  iHttk 
Jewish  girl :  "  What  will  your  prayer  be?"  she  answered  simply  and  toQchii»|r 
"  I  will  pray,  0  Lord  Jesus,  bless  also  the  other  children  who  read  the  Bibleii^ 
with  me."     One  could  see  that  she  was  quite  in  earnest.    The  children  ks 
also  to  invite  others  to  join  the  Association  ;  a  girl  came  to  me  and  bro^b  > 
card  for  a  former  scholar,  a  girl  of  seventeen ;  another  brought  me  cm  k  i 
former  Sabbath  school-scholar,  and  a  third  said,  "Oh,  a  woman  and  her  di^ 
live  in  our  house  ;  they  both  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesns,  I  must  ask  themii^ 
would  not  like  to  join  the  Association."     One  would  like  to  know  how  theJeiii 
child  found  out  that  the  woman  believed  in  the  Lord*  Jesus.     It  delighti  g'^^ 
see  the  zeal  with  which  the  children  read  the  Scriptures,  commit  passages  v^ 
strike  them  as  especially  imi)ortant  to  heart,  or  write  such-  passages  as 
into  a  book.     It  is  a  happy  hearty  union  of  the  closest  kind  which  is 
formed  between  Christian  and  Jewish  children  ;•  they  read-  together  the  '^&^^ 
God,  and  often  with  such  zeal  as  if  they  would  say  with  David,  ''iThyWoidj 
more  precious  to  me  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver."     O  that  they  migbtj 
strive  after  these  treasures,  and  be  quickened  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  that  ^ 
might  belong  to  the  great  company  of  those  in  whose-  redemption  the  ta 
Saviour  sees  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  is  satisfied. 

Miss  MuUer  reports. — It  is  somewhat  difficult  for  me  to  write  about  my  < 
of  little  children,  not  as  if  my  joys  and  sorrows  among  the  little  ones  were  of  i 
little  moment  to  be  commented  on,  but  they  are  matters  of  experience  more 
felt  than  told.     I  have  a  crowded  class  this  year  as  usual;  the  number  of  i 
children  is  eighty-five.     It  costs  me  much  labour,  many  an  hour  of  har^' 
before  the  lips  of  the  little  ones,  that  have  not  at  all  been  accustomed  to^ 
quiet,  learn  to  be  silent,  and  the  little  hands  and  feet  leam  to  be  still. 
once  however  the  interest  of  the  children  is  properly  awakened,  it  ist' 
pleasure  to  teach,  for  then  the  faces  of  the  children  have  become  hrigbt^ 
eager  attention.     Not  that  even  then  the  faces  are  all  so  bright :  here  aod  tli 
among  the  others  one  sees  a  child,  the  indifferent  cold  expression  of  wh(^ 
shows  that  it  does  not  hear  and  does  not  understand,  and  has  no  interest  in' 
is  said.     One  cannot  wonder  at  this  however,  when  one  gets  acquainted  wit^ 
parents,  and  gets  to  know  something  of  the  home  from  which  the  children  c<1 
It  is  not  merely  that  for  the  little  ones  the  proper  moral  influence  is  wantiEf 
home  :  there  is  besides  the  positive  training  of  these  children  to  deceit  and  Ivi 
But  how  much  joy  does  it  give  one  when  even  these  children  begin  to  see 
evil  of  sin,  and  strive  through  the  grace  of  the  Saviour  to  act  otherwise.    I ' 
among  my  children  such  dear  little  ones,  that  it  is  with  fear  and  trembllDS' 
I  see  them  going  to  their  homes,  where  the  whole  surrounding  is  so  foil  of 
May  the  Lord  himself  who  has  touched  their  hearts,  keep  them  when  thcy< 
in  the  midst  of  danger  ;  and  notwithstanding  all  counter- working  of  the  ei 
may  He  prepare  in  the  midst  of  us  a  people  for  Himself  ! 

Mr.  J.  Victor,  who  was  appointed  recently  to  teach  Hungarian,  reporU—^ 
present  on  the  Ist  of  September  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  and  began  oo 
following  day  my  work,  in  humble  dependence  on  the  Divine  assistance 
blessing.  I  regard  it  as  a  gracious  leading  in  God's  providence,  that  I  hare 
appointed  to  an  office  in  the  Mission  school,  and  that  I  have  thus  been  bros 
into  a  Christian  circle,  the  influence  of  which  has  already  been  a  Uessiag  t«t 
as  regards  the  furtherance  of  the  inner  life.  As  I  never  had  instructed  a  vl 
class  before,  my  task  at  first  was  by  no  means  an  easy  one,  and  I  was  made 
once  to  feel  how  much  need  I  had  to  call  on  the  Lord,  seeking  wisdom 
patience.  The  Lord  was  gracious  to  me,  doing  for  me  more  than  I  ooold  ask 
think,  and  I  was  gradually  enabled  to  do  the  work  committed  to  me.  I 
specially  called  also  to  thank  both  the  male  and  female  teachen  for  their  fn(?a<^ 
advice  and  aid. 


I 
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APPENDIX   IL 

3[({lical  Missionary  Beportfar  the  Year  1879,  by  Dr.  Lifpner,  Pesth. 

There  is  cheering  progress  to  report  as  regards  my  Jewish  work.  Despite  the 
iomerous  associations  among  the  Jews  for  visiting  and  tending  their  sick,  the 
amber  that  send  for  me  steadily  increases,  and  for  this  token  of  God's  f avoar  to 
i  I  desire  to  feel  thankful. 

(h  tbe  I8th  of  October  I  had  a  lengthened  conversation  with  a  Jew  on  the 
irinity  of  Christ  the  Saviour.  This  man  shared  the  view  held  by  so  many 
rnti^Unts  of  our  day,  that  Christ  was  a  great  and  good  man,  greater  even  than 
^  prophets,  but  not  God,  nor  the  Son  of  God,  in  that  God  cannot  be  put  to 
iitttk  I  endeavoured  to  answer  him  by  explaining  Old  Testament  passages 
heti  Christ  is  spoken  of  as  Grod  and  man.  He  objected  that  it  was  easy  for  me 
•  iemoiutrate  what  resulted  from  my  individual  conviction  of  truth,  but  that  it 
*»  difficolt  for  him  to  believe.  I  replied,  Faith  was  God's  gift,  and  if  bestowed 
^  bim  he  would  readily  accept  his  word,  which  speaks  of  Jesus  as  the  Jews* 
tznised  Messiah,  and  that  without  this  faith  reconciliation  to  God  was  im- 
liable.  He  answered,  '*  Taking  your  view,  thousands  of  our  fellow-creatures 
nutbis  moment  living  in  the  world  unreconciled  to  God/'  **  Your  statement 
^3?Ect,"  I  said,  "but  while  those  millions  who  through  faith  in  Christ  have 
lese  the  children  of  God  are  unknown  to  us,  God  knoweth  His  own  and 
.'^sTQily  preserves  and  keeps  them  every  one,  so  that  not  even  a  hair  of  their 
•iA  sball  perish.  In  like  manner  the  ungodly  are  all  known  to  Him.  To  such 
k  erer  calls  *  Repent  and  believe  the  Gospel.'  To  you  also  is  the  message  of 
viodliation  sent,  through  the  words  spoken  to  you  this  morning  ;  ask  then  of 
"^  for  the  gift  of  true  faith,  that  you  may  recognise  the  Redeemer  of  Israel  and 
:i  eternal  hfe  in  Him." 

*Jn  tbe  16th  of  January  I  spent  an  evening  hour  in  a  coffee-house,  conversing 
tb  a  Jew  on  a  recent  Roman  Catholic  baptism  in  this  city  of  an  Israelite.  My 
^•i  gaye  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  step  was  foolish  and  unnecessary,  seeing 
tt  now-a-days  Jews  and  Christians  had  greatly  assimilated.  To  this  I  replied, 
kk  ont  a  Jew  who  with  his  whole  heart  believes  in  Christ  as  his  Messiah, 
•i  yoQ  will  find  a  marvellous  difference  between  him  and  an  unconverted  Jew, 

a  mere  nominal  Christian  either  ! ''  A  Jewish  merchant  overheard  us,  and 
^sfiog  forward  put  the  practical  question  which  I  am  well  accustomed  to  hear, 
^i  you  accept  this  Messiah  of  whom  you  speak  as  your  Messiah  ?''  <'  I  heartily 
'^pt  of  Him,"  was  my  reply,  "  but  I  would  rather  you  grounded  your  own 
uef  on  the  testimony  of  the  holy  law  (Thora)  than  on  my  words."  I  quoted 
Tbe  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law-giver  from  between  hia 
iiantil  Shiloh  come,"  and  that  he  must  concede  that  from  the  time  of  Jesus 
jparing  the  people  of  Israel  had  ceased  to  be  a  ruling  nation.  We  then  con- 
<^  the  suffering  Messiah  in  Isa.  liii.,  and  he  asked  if  this  Jesus  who  took 
^  Himself  all  these  sufferings  was  one  and  the  same  as  the  ^*  Sbiloh."  I 
ifvered  by  referring  to  various  passages  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and 
>  parting  offered  lum  a  New  Testament  which  he  promised  to  study.  My 
^,  vMch  had  risen  somewhat  during  the  interview,  were  not  for  the  present 
peably  realised.  Three  days  afterwards  a  messenger  called  at  my  house 
«viDg  a  small  parceL  Opening  it  I  found  the  Testament  returned,  and  a  note 
^.aioing  the  brief  statement^  in  German,  '*  You  will  never  make  a  Christian 
fme." 

My  time  is  similarly  divided  to  last  year  with  this  exception,  that  my  house- 
41  riatations  are  generally  limited  to  thrice  weekly,  owing  to  the  considerable 
^>^ase  of  Jewish  patients,  viz.,  73  more  than  last  year. 

My  risits  to  the  Bethesda  Hospital  are  continued  every  morning,  and  free 
^nce  and  consultation  for  poor  Jews  and  others  at  my  own  house  from  mid-day 
^l  2  o'clock  p. m.,  after  which  I  visit  my  patients.  On  an  average  I  have  visited 
^a  Jev8  daily. 

poring  the  past  year  the  numbers  of  visitors  for  gratuitous  treatment  were  as 
!m>vi:_134  Jews,  116  Roman  Catholics,  and  54  Protestants. 
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The  hours  for  visiting  Jewish  families  have  been  adhered  to,  sad  the  sc^j-^ 
of  salvation  through  Christ  I  have  endeavoured  to  introduce  as  opportoiuty  ni 
given  me. 

During  the  year  1879  I  had  under  treatment — 

237  Jews»  representing  905  visits. 

248  Roman  Catholics,  „  869     „ 

76  Protestants,  „  224     „ 


561  Patients.  1998  Visits. 

In  Jewish  families  my  visits  during  the  year  amounted  to  178. 


APPENDIX   III. 

Examination  of  Schools  at  Constantinople, — Mb.  Tomobt*8  Letter. 

On  Tuesday  last,  the  23d  March,  the  German  school  had  its  ezaminstioiL  Tk 
school  is  very  full ;  there  are  more  than  200  children,  perhaps  230,  on  tbe  id 
and,  although  some  were  wanting  on  that  day,  our  place  of  worship,  wbere  i 
examination  took  place,  was  quite  crowded.  Happening  three  days  before! 
Passover,  we  did  not  expect  many  of  the  parents,  especially  of  the  mothen.  i ' 
we  felt  suqirised  and  glad  to  see  so  many  of  them;  there  gathered  quit 
audience.  If  the  teachers  take  so  much  trouble,  and  an  examinstion  io 
place  taxes  them  certainly  to  the  utmost,  we  rejoice  if  the  public  exhibitki 
the  work  and  value  of  the  school,  and  the  good  progress  of  tiie  children,  b  ' 
appreciated  by  the  parents,  and  through  them  a  favourable  impression  is  pra' 
upon  the  community  at  large.  Although  they  have  established  an  op| 
school,  they  well  know  that  ours  is  superior,  and  while  the  few  interested 
or  the  fanatics  of  the  Alliance,  would  fain  be  the  persecutors,  the  msjoritj^l 
Galata  Jews  have  a  real  liking  for  our  school,  and  such  an  opportanitv  »^ 
Tuesday  contributes  not  a  little  to  strengthen  their  attachment*  and  to 
the  machinations  of  the  enemy. 

We  had  three  Bible-lessons.     Mr.  Leitner  opened  with  the  junior  cUsi' 
subject  was  John  the  Baptist.    It  was  a  real  Messianic  lesson ;  the  children  I 
out  all  the  prophetic  passages  having  reference  to  John  and  his  work,  xai 
were  listened  to,  especially  by  the  Jewish  audience,  with  the  deepest  inUr 

Miss  M*William  had  a  lesson  with  the  second  class  on  the  '*  Good  Ssoi 
It  was  a  rich  subject,  and  well  handled.     They  went  over  a  large  field,  aodj 
work  and  the  person  of  Christ  formed  the  central  figure  in  that  tableau, 
children  seemed  to  feel  what  they  gave  utterance  to ;  it  was  certsinlj » i 
Gospel. 

Mr.  Leonhard  had  the  first  class,  on  the  blessings  and  the  curses  in  Dent«i 
It  was  a  practical  lesson,  quite  telling,  and  showing  at  the  same  time  hov 
the  minds  of  the  children  are  stored  with  Bible  knowledge  and  Christiin 
I  have  so  often  described  this  kind  of  exercises  that  I  need  not  enUrga,] 
enough  has  been  said  to  show  what  precious  seed  there  is  sown  in  the  mn 
the  young,  and  our  prayer  is  that  it  may  take  root  and  blossom,  and  conr« 
and  holiness  may  be  the  fruit  and  the  result  of  such  devoted  labours. 

After  the  Bible  lessons,  the  other  subjects  followed  in  rapid  succession. 
Italian  has  been  given  up  as  in  Miss  M  'Gregorys  school,  but  they  have  still  toj 
with  four  languages,  German,  French,  English,  and  Hebrew.  Miss  M*>^ 
had  an  elaborate  historical  lesson,  chiefly  on  Mexico,  in  English,  and  the  Cbi 
friends  present  felt  delighted  with  the  progress  of  the  children  in  oar  lani 
They  spoke  with  perfect  ease,  and  had  ready  and  prompt  answers  to  the 
ordered  questions. 

In  Hebrew  Mr.  Leitner  had  the  53d  Isaiah,  it  was  a  difficult  exercise.  0^ 
bnys  take  part  in  it,  but  the  parents  watch  it  with  the  greatest  intcrefi  -H 
French  is  now  the  principal  international  language  here,  and  all  three  teaciiri 
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bd  «xerciBea  in  it.  But  the  school,  consideriog  the  place  where  it  ia,  and  the 
peo|)le  for  whose  benefit  it  is  established,  cannot  but  be  polyglot.  They  have  to 
levn  three  languages,  besides  the  Hebrew  for  the  boys. 

The  little  ones  had  a  lesson  on  objects,  which  excited  much  interest  The 
lingiDg  was  very  fine.  We  closed  at  a  late  hour  with  a  short  address  and  prayer. 
The  Urge  audience  listened  with  great  attention,  and  many  a  one  pressed  wannly 
my  haod,  and  they  expressed  their  hearty  thanks  to  the  teachers  for  their  kind- 
a«s8  to  the  children.  The  latter  got,  on  leaving,  some  fruit,  but  few  presents. 
The  Glasgow  Ladies  send  a  large  box  for  the  girls,  but  there  is  little  or  nothing 
for  the  boys,  and  they  are  so  many.  Would  that  we  could  interest  some  friends 
for  these  boys,  and  it  would  gladden  the  hearts  of  the  teachers.  The  poverty 
bene  U  very  great,  and  our  means  are  very  scanty  indeed. 

The  weather  was  bad,  the  winter  has  not  yet  left  us,  but  a  number  of  Christian 
friends  attended ;  among  them  was  Dr.  Thomson,  and  they  expressed  their  delight 
v.th  the  proceedings  of  the  day. 

hiradfrom  Miss  Smithes  CKXOurU  of  the  examinaJtion  of  the  French  School j 

March  26,  1880. 

lb  examination  was  on  the  0th  March.  Yon  can  imagine  our  surprise  and 
iippointment  when  we  awoke  on  that  morning  to  find  ourselves  into  winter 
^pm,  mow  falling  thickly  and  the  air  bitterly  cold.  To  the  cliildren  it  was  a 
^t  disappointment,  as  many  of  them  were  not  able  to  dress  as  they  inteuded 
tohve  done  had  the  weather  been  mild  as  we  expected.  We  were  rather  afraid 
sbt  the  snow  would  prevent  some  of  them  from  coming,  but  we  were  glad  to 
nmber  fifty-two,  thus  wanting  only  three  of  our  total  number. 

four  little  girls  who  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  Golden  Horn  in  Stamboul 
nre  bnre  enough  to  come.  They  got  very  wet,  and  we  had  to  change  the 
lothes  of  one  entirely,  she  having  been  wet  through. 

Aa  this  year  the  number  of  pupils  was  considerably  less  than  formerly,  we 
ha^]xi  that  we  oould  have  the  examination  comfortably  in  our  largest  school- 
Wffl,  instead  of  in  the  church.  With  this  arrangement  we  were  afterwards 
io^pointed,  as,  with  thirty-five  visitors  and  fifty-two  scholars,  there  were  eighty- 
•rea  present,  and  the  day  being  bitterly  cold,  neither  the  door  nor  any  of  the 
iiMbwB  could  be  left  open  without  causing  inconvenience  to  those  seated  near 
9  the  mow  drifting  in ;  consequently  the  atmosphere  was  close,  and  that,  together 
1^  the  cold,  so  affected  the  children's  throats  that  we  had  to  leave  out  a  good 
ImI  of  the  singing.     We  asked  Dr.  Thomson  to  be  present  and  open  with  prayer 

tuaal,  bat,  owing  to  the  weather,  he  was  not  able.  We  began  by  singing  the 
BQ,  *'Iiook  away  to  Jesus,"  after  which  I  took  my  Bible-class,  having  for  a 
U<ict  the  story  of  Naaman  the  Syrian.  Miss  M'Gregor's  Bible-lesson  was  on 
nith  verse  of  the  119th  Psalm,  a  subject  suggested  to  her  by  a  sermon  we 
d  preached  by  Dr.  Moody  Stuart  when  we  were  last  in  Scotland.  Besides 
■t  Bible-lessons,  the  other  subjects  taken  in  French  were,  prophecies  relating 
^  the  Messiah,  with  their  fulfilments  in  Jesus,  Grammar,  in  which  thirty  girls 
^kpart,  and  recitations.  The  subject  of  Miss  McGregor's  English  lesson,  this 
||^>  ▼»  **  Egypt,"  and  with  my  English  class  I  took  a  lesson  on  Natural  History. 
^tfe  were  three  recitations  given  in  English  and  five  in  French,  as  also  a  dialogue 
"^eea  six  little  girls  in  French,  three  representing  respectively  a  bee,  a  bird,  and 
'i^^irrel,  each  addressed  by  one  of  the  other  three.  The  recitations  were  given 
ttiouDDer  which  exceeded  our  expectations,  and  were  much  enjoyed  by  those 
F'^pt  The  parents  and  relatives  of  the  children  expressed  themselves  highly 
*^^ed  with  the  progress  the  scholars  had  made  in  French  during  the  year, 
^  thanked  us  heartily  for  the  labour  bestowed  on  their  children. 

The  children,  as  on  former  occasions,  behaved  admirably,  and  spoke  out  well  in 

w  tbe  dasaes.     At  the  close  Mr.  Tomory  gave  an  address  in  French,  to  which 

uey  listened  most  attentively.     After  prayer  (also  in  French),  tbe  prizes  were 

^ed  in,  and  were  hailed  by  a  general  exclamation  of  delight  by  the  scholars. 

^>e  intend  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Bible  lessons  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  have 

9  0 
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tbem  ready.  Min  M'Gregor  and  I  felt  rather  anxioiu  this  year  as  to  ihai  effecE^ 
especially  as  these  were  the  cause  of  offetDce  at  oar  last  ezsmiaation.  In  ths 
study  of  the  examination  Bible  lessons,  our  object  is  more  to  bring  ih«  trntli  ef 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  before  the  parents,  than  merely  to  teach  the  chiMa 
whom  we  have  every  day.  The  walls  of  the  school-rooms  were  adorned  rd 
appropriate  texts  in  £nglish,  French,  and  Italian.  The  one  most  conspiaioaii 
French,  in  blue  and  gold,  was,  '*  Let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know  aasniedlj,^ 
Grod  has  made  both  Lord  and  Christ,  that  same  Jesus  whom  you  haye  cnoid^ 

As  the  examination  took  place  on  a  Tuesday,  we  had  school  for  the  nexttvo<i3j& 
and  gave  them  Friday  as  a  holiday  ;  we  had  therefore  an  opportunity  d  sea^ 
that  so  far  we  had  not  lost  any  of  our  scholars.    The  Passover  begins  this  e«ii4 

We  often  ask  ourselves,  if  we  have  during  the  past  months  and  yean  bea 
faithfully  sowing  the  seed,  and  prayerfully  waiting  on  God  for  the  blestiog.  t^ 
prayers  and  interest  of  the  ladies  are  a  great  stimulus  to  us,  and  we  tnsttbti 
answer  to  our  united  prayers,  in  Gkxl's  own  time  and  way,  B.  may  be  entU^its 
confess  Christ  before  men.     We  always  keep  before  her  the  necessity  of  y^ 
true  and  sincere  to  the  Saviour  whom  she  professes  to  have  received.    And  s:^ 
she  is  quite  out  from  among  the  Jews,  we  must  naturally  fed  anxioiu  sboatks. 
May  the  Good  Shepherd  guard  her  safely  from  all  harm. 


APPENDIX  IV. 

The  following  art  the  Jevnsh  Mission  Stations  under  the  Commt^'l 
charge,  and  the  Missionary  Agents  employed  at  them  :— 

Amsterdam— 
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A  Committee  and  Evangelists.  Rev.  R.  Koeaig. 

Breslau—  ^^-  ^'  Moody. 

Rev.  D.  Edward.  Medical  Miuitmary^ 

Mr.  Land,  Evangelist.  Dr.  lippner. 
Miss    Matzke,    Bible- Woman, 

G^rlitz.  Mimionary  TeacKen — 

Also,  as  auxiliary  labonrers  In  tbe  Bohools,  Mr.  Han. 

with  about  400  scbolara,  Rev.  Meaan.  \wj  -n . 

Bother  and  Balar,  and  Mr.  Jacklach.  ^'^'  -O*"*' 

COKSTANTINOPLB-  Miis^^ping.* 

Rev.  A.  Tomory.  Miss  Miiller.* 

Medical  Missionarif —  Mr.  Mestit^  Colportenr  and 

Dr.  Rosenberg.  ,,S®^if^ ,  ,                          .  ru- 

-_.    .           m     •  Mr.  Riedd,  Colporteur  and  em 

Mtanumarp  Teacken  irelist 

In  Oerman  School,  with  205  young  Jew$,  Mr.  Neumann,  Colporteur. 
Mr.  Leonhardt. 

Miss  M 'William,  and  3  Assistants.     p^j^Q^j 

Mr.  Leitner. 

In  liaUan  or  French  Sch4>ol,  ariih  60  ^'''  ^'  ^^®'  ^^'  ^^• 

young  Jews,  Mrs.  Christpph,  Teacher. 

Miss  McGregor.  ^^-  ^'  GottUeb.  Evangelist 
Miss  Smith,  and  two  Assistants. 

Miss  Lindsay,  Girls'  Home.  SraASBUKO — 

Daniel   Landsman,   Colporteur  and  n       ^    ^..    . 

EvangeHst  ^^-  ^'  ^^^^ 

Mrs.  Selinger,  Bible-woman.  Mr.  Fink,  Colportenr. 

•  These,  alons  with  Mia.  Bass  and  Mis.  Ran.  an  also  teachers  of  the  Ivdnstrial  lw«iieb«i ;  «^ « 
them  employed  by  the  Paisley  Ladies'  Society.  The  whole  number  of  chlldxen  nader  iiutracUv^o  t 
uearly  600. 


No.  X. 
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CHURCH  AND  MANSE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 


MAT  1880. 


The  Covmittbe  bave  held  no  meeting  for  the  transaction  of  business 
^  the  Assembly  1879.  They  had  allocated  in  grants,  previous  to 
it  time,  all  the  money  placed  at  their  disposal,  and,  as  they  make  it  a 
1«  Dot  to  promise  a  grant  unless  they  have  the  means  of  paying  it, 
ey  were  under  the  painful  necessity  of  d'elayiog  consideration  of  all  the 
^plications  made  to  them  until  they  should  be  provided  with  fiinds. 
T^e  Committee  assume  that  the  General  Assembly  will  this  year 
■point  a  Collection  to  be  made  for  Church  and  Manse  Builtling.  The 
^tj  for  it  is  by  no  means  superseded  by  the  operations  of  the 
horcb  Extension  Building  Committee,  although  there  is  some  reason  to 
^bend  that,  from  want  of  due  consideration,  the  amount  realised  by 
Collection  may  be  diminished.  This  ought  not  to  be,  if^  on  the  one 
'  doe  regard  were  had  to  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the  claims 
for  Church  and  Manse  Building,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the 
Stations  imposed  upon  the  action  of  the  Church  Extension  Building 
*|Q^ittee.  The  need  of  a  large  Collection  for  Church  and  Manse 
^Uing  is  as  urgent  as  ever. 

The  Commhtee  have  already  in  their  hands  no  fewer  than  thirty-five 
fpHcations  for  Grants,  the  consideration  of  which  has  been  delayed 
J^  want  of  funds.  Of  these,  fifi;een  are  for  Manses,  and  twenty  for 
onrches.  To  meet  these  claims  alone  a  much  larger  sum  is  required 
^  for  many  years  past  has  been  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee, 
itbuQt  reckoning  upon  the  claims  which  it  is  certain  will  be  made  this 
**r  »nd  next 

It  ought  to  be  kept  in  view  also  that  the  Church  Extension  Building 

}^^  is  only  available  for  the  erection  of  additional  Churches,  and  for 

j*  rebuilding  or  enlargement  of  existing  Churches.     Outside  the  range 

that  Fund,  there  is  abundant  scope  for  the  operations  of  the  Church 

*^  Manse  Building  Committee.     There  are  the  claims  for  aid  in  the 
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erection  of  Manses  which  are  made  exclusively  upon  this  Committee,  ud 
claims  for  aid  in  the  repairs  and  alteration  of  Churches,  which,  howeTsr 
extensive  and  costly,  are  made  exclusively  upon  this  Committee. 

It  is  most  desirable,  however,  that  the  General  Assembly  should  defisi 
the  sphere  of  operation  of  the  Church  and  Manse  Building  Committee, » 
that  every  one  might  understand  for  what  specific  purposes  the  Foil 
placed  at  their  disposal  are  available.  And  with  a  view  to  this,  tk 
Committee  recommend — 

1.  That   Churches  which   are   uded   by  the   Church  Eitem 

Building  Fund  shall  receive  no  grant  from  the  Charehud 
Manse  Building  Fund. 

2.  That  grants  from  the  Church  and  Manse  Building  Fand  sbl 

only  be  made  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  Manses,  and  in  tbe 
repairing  and  alteration  of  Churches. 

3.  That  if  the  Committee  see  cause,  a  larger  portion  than  0D^yl 

of  the  Fund  shall  be  available  for  the  erection  of  MaoaesL 

WILLIAM  WILSON,     yJciiU- 
JAMES  MAGOBEGOB,  j  Co»t 
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APPENDIX 


No.  I. 


IBSTRACT  OP  THE  ACCOUNT  of  the  CmJRCHBUILDING-FVND 
FOB  THE  Tear  enoinq  318T  March  1880. 


CHABGE. 

I  Baknoe  of  Funds  at  Slot  March  1879, 
n  ContribntioiiB  during  the  year, 
to.  Intereet  aocraed, 


Amount  of  Charob, 


£740    1     1 

121  16    8 

9    4  11 

£871     2    8 


DISCHARGE. 


^  Gnnta  paid — 

1.  Stomoway,  Eogliah  Charge, 

2.  Buckie, 

3.  Bracadale, 

4.  Eatteide  Kilmuir,  Skye, 

5.  Bellahill, 

6.  North  Bute, 

7.  Reston, 

8.  Eddrachillia,    . 

9.  Durness, 
10.  Forglen, 


n.  Expenses — 

1.  General  Charges    for    Aasemhly    and 

Treasurer's  Office, 

2.  Printing  Report  (one-half) 

3.  Custodier  of  Titles  and  Revising  Deeds 

(one-hall),   .     .     .     . 


£50  0  0 

20  0  0 

15  0  0 

25  0  0 

60  0  0 

40  0  0 

40  0  0 

30  0  0 

30  0  0 

20  0  0 


£11  0  2 
2  0  4 

15  17  6 


Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  3 1st  March  1880, 

Sum  of  Discharge, 


£320    0    0 


28  18 

0 

£348  18 
622    4 

0 

8 

£871     2 

8 
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No.  IL 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ACCOUNT  op  the  MANSE  BUILDING-FCNI) 

FOR  Tear  to  SIst  March  1880. 

CHARGE. 

I.  Balance  of  Funds  at  3lBt  March  1879,  .  £829  U  5 

II.  Contributions  during  the  year,  .  .  .  121  16   8 

III.  Interest  accrued,  .  .  .  10    1    8 


DISCHARGE, 

I.  Grants  paid — 

1.  BeUshill,  ....       £100     0     0 

2.  Cowdenbeath,  .  .         100    0     0 

3.  Torry,  .  .         100     0     0 


II.  Expenses — 

1.  General  Charges,  Assembly  and  Trea- 

surer's OfSce, 

£11     0 

2 

2.  Printing  Report  (one-half), 

2     0 

5 

3.  Custodier  of  Titles  and  Revising  Deeds 

(one-half),      .... 

16  17 

6 

Amount  OF  Chabok,        £961  12  9 


£300   0  « 


28  U  I 

£328  IS  I 
Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  31st  March  1880,  632  U  I 

Amount  of  Discharge,        £961  IS 


No.  XI. 


^xn  €)^nxt^  af  Sratlarttr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


FOR   THE 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  FUND  RAISED  FOR 
THE  PRE-DISRUPTION  MINISTERS. 


MAY  1880. 


The  Committee  beg  respectfully  to  report  that  the  amount  of  the  Fund 
■l»ed  at  their  disposal  for  the  year  1879-80  was  as  follows,  namely  : — 

Charch-door  Collections  contributed  by  CongregationSi     .         .   £2,185     7     8 

Donations,  Legacies,  etc., 438  18     0 

interest, 206 

Together,        £2,626     6     2 
Add  Balance  at  31st  March  1879, 64     9    5 

Total,  £2,690  15     7 

The  Funds  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  have  enabled 
iUm  to  make  up  the  Stipends  of  the  year  to  Whitsunday  1879  of 
i^^fochial  and  quoad  sacra  Ministers  in  full  charges  to  £200  and  £185 
ftspectively.  As  formerly  there  have  been  taken  into  view,  before 
Rriking  the  payment  from  this  Fund,  an  Equal  Dividend  of  £153, 
Congregational  Supplements,  and  Qrants  from  Trusts. 

Grants  of  £40  to  Parochial  Ministers  having  Colleagues  or  emeriti^  and 
vb^re  their  Stipends  or  retiring  allowances  do  not  exceed  £160,  and  of 
£25  to  quoad  sacra  Ministers  in  a  similar  position,  have  also  been  paid. 

An  application  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  for  a  Grant  to  the 
Rev.  J,  C.  Dunlop,  ordained  a  Minister  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church 
iQ  1839,  and  who  was  received  as  a  Minister  of  the  Free  Church  in 
1446.  Having  carefully  considered  this  application,  and  having  in  view 
tbe  advanced  age  of  Mr.  Dunlop,  that  he  has  no  allowance  from  any 
11 
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Fund  of  the  Free  Church,  and  is  dependent  on  the  very  precarious  incocDe 
\  to  be  earned  for  occasional  Sabbalh  services,  the  Committee  allowed  \k 

I  a  Grant  of  £40,  and  thej  hope  that  the  General  Assembly  will  not  ^ 

I  approve   of  their  decision,  but  will  allow  the  Grant  to  be  oontiod 

I  annually. 

I  The  General  Assembly  of  1877  directed  that  an  increase  sbould  iie 

made  in  the  Grants  to  the  Disruption  Ministers  who  had  left  quoad isn 
Charges,  and  the  Committee  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  ufitk 
movement  should   be   made  in  the  same  direction ;  they  woold  hve 
gladly  recommended  that  their  Grants  should  now  be  made  tbe  saot  u 
those  to  the  Parochial  Ministers,  but  they  find  that  to  do  this  a  Itffs 
sum  would  be  required  than  the  surplus  of  the  past  year's  income^  &]^i 
as  the  Parochial  Ministers  should  not  be  injured,  the  Committee  wool^ 
only  respectfully  recommend  that  if  the  Funds  at  their  disposal  in  ^ 
year  now  current  are  more  than  sufficient  to  make  up  the  Stipends  (^ 
Parochial  Ministers  to  £200,  and  of  quoad  sacra  Ministers  to  £185,  villi 
Grants  of  £40  and  £25  respectively  to  colleagues,  etc.,  any  excess  shooUi 
be  employed  in  the  first  place,  as  far  as  it  will  go,  in  eqaalisicg  tbi 
Grants  to  the  quoad  sacra  Ministers  up  to  £200  and  £40. 

As  usual,  detailed  lists  of  the  Grants  for  the  year  are  appended^  lal 
the  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  Discharge  side  of  the  Account  :— 

Grants  to  make  up  to  £200  the  Stipends  of  Pre- Disruption 
Ministers  who  left  Parochial  Charges  and  are  still  in  full 
Charge,  according  to  detailed  List  in  Appendix  No.  1,        .  £534  J '' 

Ditto  to  Pre- Disruption  Parochial  Ministers  who  have  Colleagues 

and  Successors,  or  are  emeriti.  Appendix  No.  2,  .         .  800  ^  ^  > 

Grants  to  quoad  sacra  Ministers,  to  make  up  their  Stipends  to 

£185  when  in  full  charges,  and  of  £25  to  those  having  ., 

Colleagues,  or  emeriti.  Appendix  No.  3,      .         .         .         .  833  5  1 1 

Grant  to  Rev.  J.  C.  Dunlop, 40  0  •) 

Total  Grants,        £2,207  H 

Expenses, 114  5 

Balance  transferred  to  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  368  16 

£2,690  15  I 


* 


The  Account  submitted  in  this  Report  gives   the  amount  of  Gi 
cheques  have  been  issued  for,  and  as  the  Account  of  the  Fund  given 
the  Accounts  of  the  Church  contains  the  amount  of  Grants  paid,  there! 
frequently  some  difference  betwixt  the  two  Accouuts  iu  tbe  Grants 
balance ;  this  year  they  coincide. 

No  applications  for  Grants  have  been  made  by  Disruption  Minist 
who,  subsequent  to  the  Disruption,  resigned  their  Charges  to  labour 
distant  fields,  and  who  are  still  in  Charges  there ;  had  any  been  mi 
they  would  have  received  attention. 

WILLIAM  WOOP. 
Conveiur, 
Edinbukqh,  4th  May  1880. 


ir. 


APPKNDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


1.  GRANTS  TO  PRE-DISRUPTIOM  MINISTERS  IN  FULL  CHARGES  WHO 
LEFT  PAROCHIAL  CHARGES,  NAMELY  : — 

Andrew  Urquhart, . 
A  Stewart,     . 
^  R.  Omond, 
Viiiiun  Gilflton,      . 
&?.  Knight, 
^  Murray, 
ion  W.  Tsylor,  . 
filter  Wood, 

laclading  allowance 
^-  S.  Ferguson, 
Aleunder  Fraser,  . 
Jttitt  M'Donald,    . 
Aieuuder  Gann,     . 
James  Ingram, 
Jolui  Ingram,  . 


«                    •                    « 

Portpatrick,     . 

.      £17     0    0 

•                  •                  • 

Killin,      . 

47    0    0 

•                    •                    • 

Monzie,    . 

37    0    0 

•                    •                    • 

Camock,  . 

47     0    0 

•                    •                     • 

East  Wemyss, . 

16     7     0 

•                    •                    • 

Abdie, 

47     0    0 

•                 •                  • 

Fiisk,       . 

47     0    0 

•                    «                    • 

Elie, 

42     0    0 

)  for  want  of 

a  Manse. 

•                •                 • 

Strachan, 

47     0    0 

•                 •                 • 

KirkhiU, . 

26  15     0 

•                 •                 • 

Urray, 

19     6  11 

•                 •                 • 

Watten,   . 

47     0    0 

•                 •                 ■ 

Unst, 

47     0    0 

•                 «                 • 

Unst, 

47     0    0 

£534    8  11 

2.  GRANTS  TO  PRE-DISRUPTION  PAROCHIAL  MINISTERS  WITH  COLLEAGUES 


AND  SUCCESSORS,  OR  EMERITI 


^rgeOrr,    . 

eL  Keith,  Junr., 
0  Ferguson, 
''^rge  Lewis, 

«*crt  Kinnear, 

■ .  Mackenzie, 

•An  Thomson, 

^onutt  Smith,  D.D.,  x«.i« 

fiobert  Smith,  Missionary, 

Akander  Cumming, 

John  Thomson, 

Ma  Aiaslie,  D.D., 

filter  MacGilviay,  D.D 

"J*me8  Drnmmond, . 

^^id  Dewar, 

5^  F.  M'Lachlan,    . 

George  Tulloch,       . 

Alex.  Miller  Spence,  D.D., 

Alexander  M'Watt, 


Missionary 


Symington, 
St.  Cyrus, 
Bridge  of  Allan 
Ormiston, 
Fortrose,  . 
Moffat,     . 
Korth  Leith, 
Aberdeen, 
India, 
Pesth, 
Glasgow,  . 
Prestonkirk, 
St.  Andrews, 
Aberdeen, 
Forgandenoy, 
Bellie, 
Cawdor,   . 
Eddrachillis, 
Aberdeen, 
Rothes,    . 


£40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

£S00 

0 

0 
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3.    GRANTS  TO  PRE-DISRUPTIOM   QUOAD  SACRA   MINISTERS  TO  BRING  rP  THE8 
STIPENDS   TO   £185,  AND  OF   £25   TO   THOSE  HAYING  COLLEAGUES.  OS 

EMERITL 


John  Montgoxnerie  (C7), 
John  Fairbaim  (C), 
Thomas  Wright  ((7). 
David  Wilson, 
Andrew  Noble, 
John  Gemmel  ((7),  . 
Neill  Brodie,  . 
Alexander  Rankine, 
William  Alexander, 
Colin  M*Kenzie  (C), 
William  Lauder, 
James  Pearsoo, 
Donald  M'Vean, 
John  Wright  {E), 
William  Watt, 
Alexander  M'Kinnon  [C) 
John  Y.  Walker  (A'), 
Thomas  Giinn  (C), . 
C.  Marshall  ((7),      . 
Alexander  M'Pherson, 
W.  R.  Honour, 
David  Paton,  . 
John  Longmuir,  LL.D., 

His  supplement  is  in  lion  of  Manse 
Donald  Stewart, 
Robert  Shanks  (C), 
Farquhar  Macrae, 

Had  a  Supplement,  but  it  was 
burdened  with  the  expense 
of  providing  an  assistant 
David  Waters, 
Gustavus  Aird, 
Norman  M'Leod, 
Charles  Stewart, 
J.  S.  Paterson  ((7), 
James  Fin  lay, 
William  Cousin, 


Innerleithen, 

Greenlaw, 

Swintou, 

Fullerton, 

London,  . 

Fairlie,     . 

Pollockshaws, 

Strathaven, 

Duntocher, 

Arrochar, 

Strachur, 

Kilmeny, 

lona, 

Alloa, 

Norrieston, 

Strathtillan. 

Kinnoul  Street, 

Madderty, 

Dunfermline, 

Meigle,     . 

Lifif, 

Fettercaim, 

Aberdeen, 

rent. 

Cromar,    . 

Buckie,    . 

Knockbain, 


Perth, 


fiurghead, 
Creich,     . 
North  Uist,      . 
Fort-William,  . 
Hutchesontown, 
Camlachie, 
Melrose,  . 


£25  0  i 
25  9  a 
25  e  0 
13  15  U 

22  0  0 
25  0  0 

23  6  I 
29  0  9 

8  0  0 
25  0  Q 
32  0  d 
22  0  0 
32  0 
25  0 
25  0 
25  0 
25  0 
25  0 
25  I' 
32  i) 
25  tf 
22  t 
32  & 

25  0 
25  0 
Z2   0 


25  0 

32  0 

30  4 

20  15 

25  0 

25  0 

25  0 


£833    3 


COMMITTEE. 


REV.  D.  THORBURN,  M.A. 
WILLLAM  WOOD,  Esq. 
REV.  JAMES  BEGG,  D.D. 
REV.  ROBERT  RAINY,  D.D. 
REV.  JOHN  OMOND. 


DAVID  MACLAGAN,  Esq. 
G.  F.  BARBOUR,  Esq. 
J.  M.  M'CANDUSH,  Esq. 
T.  D.  SWAN,  Esq. 


No.  ZIL 


« 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


iSSEMBLY  ABEANGEMENTS. 


MAY    1880. 


1  Correifpondence  with  other  Churches. — The  foIlowiDg  Deputation  was 
ppointed,  by  authority  of  the  Assembly,  to  visit  the  Synod  of  the 
'resbyterian  Church  of  England,  at  its  meeting  in  London  in  April 
IK,  namely : — The  Key.  J.  Chalmers  Burns,  Moderator  of  last  Assembly, 
U  the  Rev.  John  Watson,  Minister  of  St.  Matthew's  Church,  Glasgow, 
m  Colonel  Young,  Edinburgh,  Elder. 

Mlie  Committee  recommend  that  the  following  should  be  [Deputies 
k  this  Assembly  to  the  ensuing  General  Assembly  of  the  Irish 
ftttbyterian  Church,  namely : — The  Rev.  J.  Chalmers  Burns,  the  Rev. 
Uexander  M'Kenzie,  Minister  of  the  Tolbooth  Church,  Edinburgh,  with 
biin  MacGregor  M'Candlish,  Esq.,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  Elder. 
.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland  and  the 
!pod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  have  approved  of  the 
vggegtion  made  bv  last  Assembly,  to  the  effect  that  a  Deputation  be  sent 
rom  each  of  the  Cfhurches  to  each  of  the  other  two  in  every  alternate  year, 
>  place  of  every  year ;  that  each  shall  thus  receive  a  Deputation  from 
^J  one  of  the  other  Churches  in  any  one  year ;  that  a  letter  of  courteous 
?%etiDg  be  sent  from  each  Church  in  the  alternate  year  to  the  Church  not 
^odlng  a  Deputation ;  that  the  time  allowed  for  hearing  a  Deputation  be 
i^ted  to  two  hours.  The  Committee  prf^ose  to  confer  with  the  Deputies 
vom  the  two  Churches  to  the  present  Assembly  is  regard  to  the  mode  of 
««Tjing  out  the  arrangement. 
12 
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II.  Ministers  to  preach  in  the  Hall. — The  Committee  recommend  thai 
the  General  Assembly  should  adopt  the  following  as  their  minute  on  tliii 
subject : — 

**  The  ABsemhly  hereby  appoint  the  Rev.  Robert  Rainy;  D.D.,  Prinqiltf 
the  New  College,  Edinburgh,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  Hall  in  the  iormm. 
Mr.  John  G.  Cunningham,  minister  of  St.  Luke's  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  praiii 
the  afternoon  ;  and  Mr.  Lewis  Davidson,  M.A.,  minister  at  St.  Andrews,  to  praei 
in  the  evening  of  Sabbath,  23d  May.  They  further  appoint  Mr.  J.  M.  Shack, 
M.A.,  minister  of  the  Abbey  Church,  Dunfermline,  to  lecture  and  preach  ktk 
forenoon  ;  Mr.  K  Riach  Thom,  minister  of  the  High  Church,  Kilmanittite 
preach  in  the  afternoon ;  and  Mr.  David  Morrison  Ross,  M.  A.,  miniiAa  i 
St.  John's  Church,  Dundee,  to  preach  in  the  evening  of  Sabbath,  30th  May. 

"  The  Assembly  also  instruct  Principal  Rainy,  whea  preaching  ia  the  Iorbki 
of  the  23d  May,  to  urge  the  claims  of  the  Society  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Sm 
and  Daughters  of  the  Clergy." 


III.  Represervtation  of  Presbyteries, — The  Committee  have  intimated  to 
Presbyteries  the  following  changes  for  the  present  year  on  theTiblerf 
Representatives  prepared  by  the  Clerks,  and  gi^en  ia  U>  the  ComoufsNl 
in  March  1878  for  the  triennium  then  following  : —  ! 

Oreenock, — 1  Charge  and  1  Colleague  added.     Representation  8  uMAmL 

of  7.  ) 

Hamilton. — 2  Charges  and  1  Colleague  added.     Representation  lOiartfli'! 

of  9. 
CUasgow. — 1  Charge  and  2.  Colleagues  added.     Representation  35  is^  ' 

of  34. 
Kintyre. — 1  Colleague  dead.     Representation  3  instead  of  4. 
Aberdeen. — 1  Charge  and  3  Colleagues  added.     Representation  15 

of  13. 
Deer.. — 1  Colleague  added.     Representation  6  instead  of  4. 
Dingwall — 1  Charge  added.     Representation  4  instead  of  3. 


IV.  Remit  of  Assembly  in  regard  to  Revision  of  tlie  Standing  Orders  fl» 
taking  the  Vote. — A  remit  was  nmde  by  last  Assembly  to  the  Comimit«e 
revise  the  Standing  Orders  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  Vote. 

The  Committee  recommend  as  follows  :^ 

That  after  the  rule  marked  (8^  there  be  inserted  the  following  as  rule  (9)  :^ 
**  Thereafter  the  Members  shall  pass  between  the  two  tellers,  who  shall ' 

audibly  count  the  number  of  eacb  Member  as  he  passes." 
That  the  rule  marked  (9)  shall  be  marked  (10). 

That  after  this  rule  there  shall  be  inserted  the  following  as  rule  (11)  :^ 
**  That  the  report  of  the  tellers,  as  read  to  the  house,  shall  be  held  u 

and  conclusive,  and  not  subject  to  any  revision  by  scrutiny  or  otherwise." 
That  the  rule  now  marked  (10)  shall  be  marked  (12). 


V.  Remit  of  Assenddy  on  the  subject  of  the  Overture  for  amending  Ad  / 
Section  ii.  2,  1860. — This  subject  was  brought  under  the  notice  of 
Assembly  by  an  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Auchterarder,  which 
Assembly  remitted  to  the  Committee,  with  instructioDs  to  report  to  thii 
Assembly. 
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The  Commiltee  recommend  thafc  an  overture  be  transmitted  to  Presby- 
teries tiirongh  the  Barrier  Act  for  amending  the  clause  as  follows  : — 

"Eferystadent  abont  to  enter  the  Divinity  Hall  for  the  first  time  shall  be 
examined  apon  his  previous  course  of  study  by  a  Board  of  Examiners  appointed 
hj  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  his  having  passed 
tbt  examination-  satisfactorily  to  the  Professor  or  Professors  under  whom  he 
(ieures  to  study  before  his  enrolment  as  a  regular  student  in  the  class  of  said 
Profeaor  or  Professors  shall  be  competent.'* 


VL  ^^  Practice  of  the  Free  Church.^' — The  second  edition  of  the 
'Pnctice  of  the  Free  Church"  having  all  been  sold,  the  Committee 
aathorised  the  publishers  to  issue  a  new  edition.  It  is  expected  that  on 
tk  new  edition  being  sold,  ^  Committee  will  not  only  be  recouped  their 
bttkjs,  bat  that  there  will  be  some  profit  in  addition. 


^  Secession  Rbcorde. — ^A  Memorial  on  behalf  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Tfi^d  Original  Seceders,  requesting  delivery  of  certain  Records  in  the 
o^j  of  the  Assembly,  was  remitted  by  the  November  Commission  to 
ik  ConuiHttee  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  Assembly.  The  Committee 
bring  made  careful  inquiry  on  the  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
ielirennce  of  last  Assembly,  to  the  effect  that  while  due  access  be  afforded 
0  the  Records  for  consultation,,  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  taken 
rom  the  Offices  of  the  Church,  should  be  adhered  to. 


VIIL  Chalmers  Lectureship, — There  has  been  lodged  with  the  Com- 
aittee  a  Deed  by  Mr.  Macfie  of  Airds,  constituting  a  Chalmers  Lectureship 
3r  the  exposition  of  spiritual  independence  as  understood  by  this  Church. 
Hie  Deed  will  be  laid  od  the  table  of  the  Assembly,  and  in  accordance 
^  its  provisions  the  Assembly  are  called  upon  to  appoint  four  ministers 
^  four  elders  to  be  members  of  the  Committee  of  Management. 

IX.  State  of  Accounts, — Referring  to  the  Abstract  included  in  the 
nblic  Accounts,  and  comparing  it  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  it  will 
fesecn — 

1.  As  regards  Income,  that  the  sum  received  for  Tickets  (£479)  is  less 
)J  ^358  than  the  previous  year,  and  the  sums  received  from  congregations 
«r  Assembly  Expenses  is  less  by  £24  than  the  sum  received  last  year.  It 
»ill  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  sum  received  for  tickets  in  the 
fear  1878,  when  the  Assembly  met  in  Glasgow,  was  exceptionally  large. 
<%€  sum  received  from  this  source  last  year  was  above  the  average  drawn 
^or  tickets  at  the  Edinburgh  Assemblies. 

2.  As  regards  Expenditure,  that  there  is  an  increase  in  certain  of  the 
J^nw.  It  will  be  remembered,  however,  that,  as  stated  in  last  year's 
Report,  the  expenses  of  printing  for  the  previous  year  had  not  all  been 
piid,  and  that  part  of  these  would  enter  this  year's  accounts.  It  will  be 
observed  that  there  was  last  year  paid  for  printing  for  1878  the  sum 
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of  £2il.  The  Committee  have,  it  will  be  obseryed,  paid  the  balanoe  of 
the  expenses  of  the  School  Properties  Act^  amottnting  to  £424,  Gs.  U 
The  total  expenses  for  this  Act  paid  by  the  Committee,  amoont  to 
£1024,  68.  9d.  With  the  view  of  repaying  Uiis  sum  to  the  Gomimitee,t^{ 
Commission  on  the  Transfer  and  Sale  of  School  Property  have  agreed  )s 
levy  4  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  all  school  property  sold,  but  nothiogks 
yet  been  received  by  the  Committee  from  this  soorce.  The  Conunit^ 
have  agreed  to  grant  a  loan  of  £300  to  the  Hymnal  Committee  to  fi^ 
them  to  provide  for  necessary  outlays,  and  the  Committee  have  advneed 
the  sum  of  £150  to  the  Hymnal  Committee  to  account  of  the  loan. 

3.  The  Committee  closed  List  year  with  a  balance  in  bank  of  JtBlii, 
19s.  2d.,  and  they  close  this  year  with  a  balance  in  bank  of  £402, 10s.  ^ 

In  nafMy  and  by  authority  of  the  CotnmiUee^ 

H.  WELLWOOD-MONCREIFF, 

y^ice'Convtner. 


No.  XIII; 


jfru  Cl^urr^  af  Srntlanb. 


KEPORT   OF  THE  COMMISSION 


FOB  THE 


QUINQUENNIAL   VISITATION    OF   THE 

GLASGOW  COLLEGE. 


MAY   1880. 


The  Commission  met  at  the  College  at  9  a.m.  on  the  19  th  February 

Present — ^Rev.  James  C.  Burns,  Convener. 

Dr.  Goold,   Vice-Convener,  Mr.  Laird,  Mr.   Thomas   Brown,  Mr. 
Dnimmond,  Ministers, 

Francis  Brown  Douglas,  Esq.,  Thomas  'Chalmers,  Esq.,  and  Col. 
Young,  Elders. 
An  apolosry  for  absence  was  received  from  Dr.  M^Lauchlan,  owing  to 
kstate  of  his  health.  Dr.  McDonald  and  Dr.  Main  were  absent,  both 
m  on  the  Continent.  Mr.  David  Maclagan  was  also  prevented  unavoid- 
wv  from  attending. 

'^e  members  of  the  Commission  divided  themselves  into  Committees, 
ii<i  visited  the  different  classes  (including  the  Natural  Science  Class), 
Ending  four  hours  in  this  work.  They  were  much  gratified  with  what 
^J  saw  and  heard :  the  large  attendance  of  students  (larger  consider- 
Wy  than  in  any  former  year) ;  their  evidently  eager  and  intelligent 
|terest  in  their  work,  and  the  admirably  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
"^'^s  appeared  to  be  conducted. 

Thereafter,  at  1  p.m.,  the  Commission  met  with  the  whole  body  of 
»e  students  in  the  Common  Hall,  and  entered  freely  into  conversation 
'it^  them  as  to  the  several  matters  respecting  which  printed  Queries 
^^  been  previously  submitted  to  them,  as  well  as  sundry  suggestions 
^ade  by  themselves,  most  of  which  seemed  to  the  Commission  so 
'^i^nable  or  so  important,  that  they  were  requested  to  put  them  in 
f'linjr,  and  transmit  them  to  the  Convener. 
13 
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Those  of  the  number  which  were  unanimouslj  reported,  and  vere 
deemed  by  the  Commission  to  be  worthy  of  consideration,  are  printed  m 
the  Appendix. 

The  Committee  have  great  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  epim 
exhibited  by  the  students  in  the  course  of  this  conference,  proving  tkir 
high  appreciation  of  the  instruction  they  receive  from  their  Profeson, 
and  their  earnest  desire  to  make  their  studies  subservient  to  the  ose^ 
end  of  the  Christian  ministry.  After  they  had  been  fully  hevi,  tbej 
were  suitably  addressed  by  most  of  the  members  of  Commission  pteai, 
and  the  meeting  was  closed,  as  it  had  been  begun,  with  prayer. 

The  conference  with  the  Senatus  took  place  at  2  p.m.  io  the  Sesiit 
Hall, — the  Convener  in  the  Chair.  Mr.  Drummond  of  Clackmsniitt 
opened  the  conference  with  prayer. 

Certain  heads  of  inquiry  having  been  previously  sent  to  the  Prindpil 
and  Professors,  with  a  view  to  detailed  information  on  various  imponill 
matters  connected  with  the  College,  its  Buildings,  its  Funds,  and  ia 
property,  as  well  as  with  the  work  of  the  Professors  and  stodeots,  i 
lengthened  conversation  took  place  on  several  of  the  topics  thus  soggestd 
Written  statements  were  given  in  by  the  several  Professors  as  to  tb 
work  of  their  respective  classes,  which  are  herewith  transmitted  to  tb 
Assembly,  and  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  The  Principal  gaveioi 
statement  on  behalf  of  the  Senatus,  respecting  the  Endowment  of  tbi 
College,  its  Scholarships  and  Fellowships,  its  Library,  and  eeniii 
desiderata  which  have  yet  to  be  provided  for,  sucb  as  the  better  tipif- 
ment  of  the  Museum,  the  more  adequate  endowment  of  the  Libniji^ 
the  providing  of  a  dining-hall  for  the  students,  similar  to  that  whitb^ 
proved  so  great  a  benefit  in  the  New  College,  Edinburgh. 

This  statement  is  also  appended ;  and  along  with  it,  a  canf^ 
prepared  memorandum  as  to  the  College  Buildings,  its  income  ih 
expenditure,  its  title-deeds,  investments,  etc.,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Boss^^ 
Treasurer,  whose  services  in  that  capacity  to  the  College  were  rcprtseDW 
to  the  Commission  as  having  been  so  varied  and  so  valuable  a  * 
deserve  the  warmest  acknowledgment  by  the  Church. 

From  this  "  memorandum  '*  the  Assembly  will  be  gratified  to  1«^ 
that  the  College  is  wholly  free  of  debt,  that  (with  some  exceptions)  it 
in  good  repair,  and  that  no  additional  accommodations  are  reqaira 
excepting  such  as  will  be  found  necessary,  if  provision  is  to  be  made  for 
Dining-Hall,  of  which  good  hopes  are  entertained ;  and  for  a  room  i 
which  the  students  can  hold  their  meetings.     (See  p.  15.) 

The  Commission,  however,  were  concerned  to  find  that  when  B 
buildings  need  repair,  there  is  no  fund  at  present  available  for  tlii 
purpose  other  than  that  from  which  the  already  too  limited  incomes^ 
the  Professors  are  in  part  derived,  ond  agreed  in  the  opinion  tbj 
some  such  fund  ought  to  be  provided  without  delay ;  also  that  it  sbool 
be  the  care  of  the  whole  Church  to  see  that  this  be  done. 

The  present  inadequate  salary  of  the  Natural  Science  Lectureship 
also  referred  to,  as  deserving  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly, 
class  (which  was  visited  by  the  whole  Members  of  the  Commissioni 
very  efil^ciently  conducted  by  Mr.  Drummond,  whose  Report  thereon  ^ 
be  found  in  the  Appendix.  ^ 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  last  visitation  in  lot 
was  8520.     It  is  now  15,407,  including  the  valuable  Libraries  of  tb 
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kte  Principal  FairbairQ,  and  of  Dr.  Tischendorf,  for  the  acquisition  of 
tbe  latter  of  which  the  College  is  indebted  to  the  zeal  and  energy  of 
Professor  Lindsay.  The  Commission  desire  to  see  a  more  adequate 
proTidoD  made  for  tbe  Librarian. 

Tbe  Commission  have  only  further  to  add,  that  they  have  bad  very 
great  satisftiction  in  discharging  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  that^  in 
their  hnmble  judgment  (so  far  as  they  had  opportunity  of  judging)^  the 
Assembly  and  the  Church  have  much  cause  to  congratulate  themselves 
QpoD  the  whole  equipment,  condition,  and  working  of  the  College  in 
Glasgow. 

JAMES  C.  BURNS,  Convener. 

N.B. — ^The  students  have  four  different  societies  at  work  among  them 
—ft  Missionary  and  Theological,  a  Celtic,  and  a  Total  Abstinence  Society, 
of  vfaich  a  notice,  furnished  by  themselves,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

J.  C.  B. 
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APPENDIX- 


QUERIES  FOE  THIC  QlHNQUKKNIAL  VlSTTATIOK  OF  TH«  FREE  CHCBCH 

COLLEGE,  GLASGOW. 

I.  BaUdings. — ^Debt,  if  any  ?    In  whom  vested  ?    In  what  itaie  ci  m<tf - 
Any  additional  building  needed?     Insured?  and  to  what  amonntt   PreviiiQ&i  • 
if  any,  for  maintaining  buildings  ?    Title-deeds,  in  whose  custody  ? 

II.  Funds  administered  by  the  Senatus, — Amount?     How  invested? 
kept?     Is  it  sent  to  Finance  Committee,  and  published? 

in.  Endowments, — (I.)  For  Professors'  salaries?  Amount?  How  inwt«tt 
How  applied?  (2.)  For  Students — bursaries  or  scholarships?  Amonnt?  H(« 
invested?  How  administered?  (3.)  For  Library — ^amount?  How  inTW^i^ 
(4.)  Other  Endowments  ? 

IV.  Library. — ^Number  of  books  ?  Number  added  during  last  five  y««»J 
Cost  of  maintenance  annually— for  binding?  For  Librarian's  salary?  Forw* 
books  ?    Printed  Catalogue  ?    Access  allowed  to  ministers  and  others? 

V.  Prqfessors, — Course  and  method  of  instruction?  How  many  houniiiw^ 
class  weekly  given  to  lecturinj^  ?  How  many  to  oral  examinations  ?  To  «*• 
examinations?  To  examination  in  text-bobks?  To  the  reading  of  eBiJi"" 
discourses  by  the  Students  ?  Any  provision  for  the  delivery  of  discouiw^*^ 
out  manuscript?  Any  provision  for  training  in  elocution  ?  The  resni^l"! 
attendance  in  the  classes  ?  Any  special  instruction  in  the  history  vA  pritadj 
of  the  Church  ?  Any  moans  taken  to  test  the  familiarity  of  the  Studenti 
the  Scriptures  and  Shorter  Catechism  ?    Desiderata. 

VI.  5^/Md«»te.— Number  each  year  since  last  visitation?     What  iodetiii 
mutual  improvement?    To  what  extent   employed  in  missionary  work* 
preaching  to  congregations  ?    Means  in  operation  indicating  and  cherisHng 
tualUfe?    Desiderata. 

VIL  Free  Cfiurch  Students  at  the  University. -^kny  superintendence  exerd 
over  them  ?  . 

VIII.  To  what  extent  is  the  College  attended  by  Students  from  other  Chnrci^ 
and  countries  ?  I 

January  1880. 

MEMORANDUM  as  to  Preb  Chtroh  Colmoi,  Olimow, 
,   ^  'OR  Quinquennial  VisiTATioK,  1880. 

I.   BuiLDINOS-r- 

1.  No  debt. 

2.  Vested  in  the  General  Trustees  of  the  Free  Church. 

3.  In  thorough  repair. 

4.  No  additional  Buildings  required. 
6.  Insured  with  the  Scottish  Commercial  Insurance  Company  for  £5000 

6.  Library  insured  for  £1600. 

7.  Capital  Fund  for  maintenance  of  Buildings  at  balance  of  14th  M»y  1^-^ 

amounted  to  £1875,  lis.  lid.  There  is  no  spfcific  investment  for  tW 
sum,  but  it  is  invested  in  name  of  the  Financial  Board,  along  with  tw 
capital  of  the  Supplementary  Endowment  Fund.  _, 

8.  Titles  m  the  hands  of  Messni.  Cowan  k  Dalmahoy,  W.S,,  Edinbaip- 
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JL  Fuvn  Admikicterkd  by  thb  Ssnatus — 

• 

1.  dark  Bwrtary  Fund — 

Anniul  Revenue  from  InTestments  as  under,    £360    0    0 
And  from  £25  paid  bj  Mr.  Towen  Clark's 
IVosftees,  say,  .10    0 


Tins  Bom  seenred  aa  follows : — 
In  Oronnd-annoal  over  Property  at  Mile*^ 

Eod,  Glasgow,       ....    £105    0    0 
In  Gronnd-annnals  over  Properties  in  Glas- 


£361    0    0 


gow,          •            •            •            •            • 

22&    0 

0 

In  Gronnd-annnal  over  property  in  Tradeston, 

24    0 

0 

In  Groond-annual  over  property  in  Tradeston, 

6    0' 

0 

Interest  on  £26  paid  by  Mr.  Towers  Clark's 

Trastees,  •            •            .            »            • 

1     0 

0 

-    £361 

0 

0 

1  Thomson  Bursary  Fund — 

• 

Annual  revenue,        .            .            •            • 

•  • 

.  £160  15 

11 

From  Gronnd-annnal  over  property  in  Cao- 

ning  Street^  Calton, 

£20  19 

5 

t9                                                    n                                                   99 

20  15 

5 

M                                                     »l                                                    >f 

19     1 

1 

»,                            „            Nelson  Street, 

Tradeston,            •            •.           •            • 

100    0 

0 

—    £160 

15 

11 

• 

3.  KaAaniel  Steventon  Bursary  Fund — 

Annual  Revenue,      .... 

• 

£49 

12 

0 

From  Ground-annual  over  property  in  Sar- 

dinia Terrace,                    .            « 

£12  10 

0 

M                                                                »»                                     •                         • 

5     5 

0 

'„                              „      at*  PoUoksbaws, 

24    9 

0 

M                                            -            »»                                 tt 

7    8 

0 

—    £49 

12 

0 

4.  Freeland  Bursary — 

Annual  revenue,       .«••••    £60  16    0 
Interest  of  Mortgage  by  the  Glasgow  City  Improvement 
Trustees  for  £1520,  at  4  per  cent,  •  .  .    £60  16    0 

nLEHLOWMEHTB — 

I.  For  Professor^  Salaries — 
(1).  Ori^al  Endowment,     ...••.  £30,000    0    0 

Invested  thus : — 

1,  Bends, 

1.  Bond  over  Property  in  Bridgeton,  Glas- 
gow, .....  £3,200    0    0 

2.  „  Great  Eastern  Road,        .  .  2,200  0  0 

3.  „  Cleveland  Street,  Glasgow,  .  2,100  0  9 

4.  „  Great  Eastern  Road^  Glasgow,    .  1,800  0  0 

5.  „  Property  in  West  George  Street, 

Glasgow,  .  .  6,000  0  0 

6i    „        West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow,    .  2,858  0  0 

7.  „        Lodging  at  Kelvinside,  Glasgow,  1,700  0  0 

8.  „        Bond  over  Property  in  Garscube 

Rosd,       .....     2,200    0    0 

£22,158     0    0 
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Brought  forward,  .         [1.  Bonds],      .  £22,158    0    0 

2.  Ch^ound-ArmucUa, 

1.  SnndryGroiind-aimaalB  unonntingm  ewmUo 
to  £35,  78.  Id.  seeared  orer  telf -contained 
lodgings  in  Lynedoch  Plaoe,  Glasgow,  wliich 

COBw}  •  •  •  •  • 

J)o.,  amoantingto£145,  148. 6d.,  secured 
over  properties  at  Barrowfield,  Glasgow,  cost 

Do.,  over  self -con  tainedlodgiDga  and  tene- 
ments at  Belmont  Crescent,  Hillhead,  Glas- 
gow, cost      .... 
Over-iBTested,  68.  lOd. 


2. 
3. 


813  12    6 
3278  14    4 

3750    0    0 


30,000  6 10 


i\rote.^*The  securities  for  this  Fund  are  Tested  in  the  Grenenl  Trutea  a( 
the  Church. 
This  Fund  yielded  of  net  revenue,  after  deducting  Income-tax,  for  tiie  j«tf 

ending  14th  May  1874» £1398  H  ) 

14th  May  1876 1424   1  « 

14th  May  1876 H13  4  fi 

14th  May  1877, 18M  17  « 

14th  May  1878, 124«  9  7 

14th  M»y  1879 1251  U  « 

The  revenue  from  this  fund  is  applied — 

1.  In  payment  of  Janitor's  Salary. 

2.  In  payment  of  Coals,  Taxes,  Fen-duty,  Insurance,  and  other  annul  chiz;« 

3.  The  balance  is  divided  equally  among  the  Four  Professors. 

2.  Supplementary  Endowment  JVind — 

At  the  balance  14th  May  1879,  this  Fund  unounted  to 
which  is  invested  as  follows  :— 

1.  Loans  o»  Bond*, 

1.  Amount  in  Bend  over  property 

in  .£1400    0    0 

2.  „     over  property  in  .  400    0    0 

3.  Amount  in  Mortgage  by  North 

British  Railway  Company,  200    0    0 

£2000     0    0 


£17,047  W  « 


Note, — ^The  above  received  from  Mr.  Robertson's 
Trustees. 

4.  Amount  in  Bond  over  property  in  Cochran 
Street,  Glasgow,      .... 

6.  Amount  in  Siond  over  property  in  Welling- 
ton Street,  Glasgow, 

6.  Amount  in  Bond  over  property  in  PoHok- 

shields,  Glasgow,    .  . 

7.  Amount  in  Bond  over   property  in  West 

Princes  Street,  Glasgow,     • 


6,000    0    0 
2,000    0    0 


2,300 

2,842 


0    0 
0    0 


£15^142    0    0 


2.  Chrotmd  Anmub, 


1.  Gronnd-snnnal  of  £35,  over  property  in  Lyne- 

doch Street,  Glasgow,  which  cost  £735    0    0 

2.  Ground-annual  of    £30,   over 

property  in  Errol  Street, 
Hutchesontown,  and  two 
ground-annuals  of  £14  each 
over  two  villas  fronting  So. 
Side  Park,  Glasgow,  cost     *.     1276    0    0 


Forward, 


£2011     0    0 


£17,047  10   « 
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Bronght  forward,  .£2011     0    0  £17,047  10  0 

3.  Ground-Anniialof  £72,  12«.  4d, 
over  property  in  Dandas 
Street^  Kingston,  Glasgow,        1488  18  11 

3,499  18  11 

3.  Cash. 

Afflouit  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  the  TreaBorer,       280  16     2 
Orer-invested  in  £30,000  Endowment,   .  .         0    6  10 

£18,923     1  11 

/Wild  capital  sum  for  maintenanoe  of  Bnildiogs,  1,875  11  11 

17,047  10    0 

^oU, — The  secarities  for  this  Fand  are  Tested  in  the  Financial  Board. 

The  Supplementary  Endowment  Fund  yielded  of  revenue,  after  deducting 
lBcoine>taz,  printing,  advertising, and  other  outlays,  as  follows: — 

For  year  ending  14th  May  1874,      .         .      £232     1     4 


14th  May  1875, 

14th  May  1876, 

14th  May  1877, 

„  14th  May  1878, 

„  14th  May  1879, 


209  6  10 
381  0  1 
435  11  3 
834  6  9 
804    4    0 


n»  Rerenne  from  this  Fand  is  applied — 

1.  In  payment  of  £50  per  annum  to  the  Principal. 

2.  The  balance  is  divided  equally  among  the  four  Professors. 


ffATEMENT  oh  bkhalj  o»  the  SENATUS  op  the  FREE  CHURCH 
COLLEGE  OF  GLASGOW,  to  be  laid  before  the  Quinquennial 
VsiTAnoN,  Februabt  19tb,  1880. 

Beferring  to  a  statement  laid  by  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Senatns,  before  last 
^KUtion,  to  be  found  in  the  Report  made  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1874, 
%i  and  5, 1  have  now  to  say  : — 

I.  We  have  not  lost  anything  financially.  Yet  I  spoke  of  money  given  by  a 
*»al  family  in  Glasgow,  for  five  years  by  way  of  experiment,  as  a  premium  to 
ndeatg  who  graduated,  equal  to  the  University  charge  for  graduation  :  after 
^g  continued  for  eight  years,  it  is  in  danger  of  being  suspended.  We  believe 
l^t  the  experiment  has  wrought  extremely  well,  and  we  hope  that  in  some  way 
*in»y  be  continued. 

I'bere  has  also  been  an  effort  to  increase  the  endowments  of  the  chairs ;  but 
^  recent  trying  times  have  added  to  the  inherent  difficulty  of  working  this 
icbeme,  and  for  the  present  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  dropped,  after  partial 
•J«*««  had  been  attained,  £17,047,  10s.,  including  £4000  of  the  legacy  by  Mr. 
White  of  London. 

There  Lb  now  a  small  fund,  the  interest  from  which  is  devoted  to  the  main- 
^Qce  of  the  College  fabric,  and  to  some  of  the  annual  expenses ;  these  all 
^  first  charges  on  the  revenue,  and  diminish  what  is  available  for  salaries. 
The  capital  sum  is  about  £1875,  1  Is.  1  Id.     Further, 

^L  1.  Since  last^isitation  another  scholarship  foundation  has  been  made 
*y  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Barclay,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Matthew  Barclay  of 
^^  Kilpatrick,  in  memory  of  her  brother,  George  Soott  Freeland.     It  yields 
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about  £60  a  year ;  and  by  the  addition  of  other  f onds,  as  explmed  in  t^ 
College  Calendar,  p.  68,  it  ia  used  to  establish  two  scholarships  of  £50  ead, 
whose  holders  are  bound  to  aid  in  training  students  for  the  Entrance  Ezioiu- 
tion  in  Hebrew. 

2.  Two  sisters,  who  have  already  done  many  good  works,  give  £35 1  fw 
for  the  Tutorial  class,  which  aids  under-graduate  students  at  the  Uoinsfj 
in  their  classical  studies.     See  Calendar,  p.  62. 

3.  A  Gaelic  class  in  College  has  been  started,  under  the  authori^aftfe 
Senatus,  which  a  minister  in  town,  Rev.  G.  L.  Campbell,  conducts  gntobidy. 
A  few  friends  give  prices  of  small  money  value.  And  use  may  be  madcolt^ 
two  University  Gaelic  Bursaries  founded  by  the  General  Assembly's  ComSa 
for  the  Highlands,  as  the  holders  of  these  ought  to  attend  this  class. 

4.  A  prize  of  £10  for  a  missionary  essay  is  offered  yearly  by  a  formei  i» 
tinguished  student,  Rev.  Thomas  Barclay,  M.A.,  now  missionary  of  the  Yi^ 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Formosa.     See  the  Calendar,  p.  61. 

5.  A  prize  of  £5  for  elocution  is  given  annually  in  the  class  of  FaAml. 
Theology  by  Wm.  Houstoun,  Esq.,  otherwise  a  benefactor  of  the  College.  » 
the  Calendar,  p.  57. 

IIL  There  are  various  desiderata  to  which  the  attention  of  generooi  fhe&& 
may  be  turned. 

1.  There  is  no  provision  whatever  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mnsem 
required  by  the  Lecturer  on  Natural  Science.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Drammood,  vb( 
has  strong  claims  on  the  regard  of  all  friends  of  the  College,  that  something  v«( 
done  for  it. 

2.  The  library  is  very  inadequately  endowed.  The  late  libnriin  bsj  i 
miserable  salary ;  and,  at  his  death,  the  Senatus  have  left  the  work  in  the  W 
of  a  student-librarian  for  the  present. 

3.  The  Students'  Missionary  Society  have  a  small  library,  which  w^  ^ 
made  a  very  valuable  means  of  stirring  up  zeal  and  diffusing  infonnatioQ,iit^ 
had  a  fund  for  adding  to  it.  At  present  it  is  at  a  stand-still,  so  that  tkyaw 
handed  it  over  to  the  General  Library. 

4.  The  advantages  of  the  Dining  Hall,  in  the  New  College,  EdinborgL  A 
so  well  known  that  the  students  are  eager  to  have  a  similar  institation  here.  » 
this  the  Senatus  and  the  College  Committee  have  given  their  hearty  appK*^ 
and  it  is  hoped  that  an  appeal  for  the  necessary  funds  may  meet  with  a  heitV 
response  this  summer. 

5.  The  better  endowment  of  the  Chairs  have  been  already  referred  to,  as  f« 
as  a  more  liberal  provision  for  elocution. 

GsoROS  G  M.  DoucLU 


REPLY  TO  QUERIES  at  the  Quinquennial  Visitation  of  thi  FREB 
CHURCH  COLLEGE,  GLASGOW,  Februaky  19th,  18S0. 

I.  (Separate  answer  given  in  by  R.  Ross,  Esq.,  Treasurer.) 

n.  Funds  administered  bt  the  Senattts. 
Scholarships  and  Fellowships,  Lthrary  Fwsdt. 

Clark  Fellowship  and  Scholarship,    .  £361     0  (a)      (   ^**"fi*^«°  ) 
Duncan  Thomson  Fund,  about  .      167  10  (a)  1.  }    ***»  i^  "♦ .  ^  ^*®  ' 

Paterson  Fellowship,  about  .  .  112  0(6)  ^  thTs  ^^  f ull; 
Paterson  Medical  Scholarship,  about  60  0  (c)  C  Nathaniel  Ste- 
SteTewon  Scholarship.  No.  1,  about        63    o(2)'^|  ;[^'°°*''^  ^''^^*  ^ 
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StcTeosoQ  ScholazBhip,  No.  2,  about  60  0  («)      (  Ou^^^Thom^^ 

GtorgeScottFreeland Scholarahip8,(2),  60  0  (a)  ^  )  ^     ,      .'(      «„  -^ 

Graham  8choUr.hip.,  (2),         .         .  -^  0  C/)  ^- )  Xady     riven  l 

M'AoUy  Scholanhip,  fuUy      .        .  20  0  to)      (JntoS    ^        ) 

Ewing  SehoUnhip  Fund,         .        .       30     0  (A)  4.  |  ^J^  Tennent )  y^  g^    ^ 

£945  10  £146  10 

JSsntro, 
fiocntion  Prixe,  (i;)  .         .        .        .         5    0  N.B.— £22,  lOs.  of  this  is 

Mttsonazy  PriEe  Esuy,  {k)  .       10    0        already  counted  in  the  gross 

amount  of  Duncan  Thomson's 

£960  10        Trust. 

HowmvEarrxD — 

(a)  Keported  by  Robert  Ross,  Esq.,  under  Question  L 

(6)  Glasgow  Union  Railway,  College  Station  Stock. 

{c}  GUigow  Onion  Railway,  Preferential  Stock. 

\/i)  The  part  not  reported  on  by  Mr.  Ross  is  invested  in  North  British 
C«{4iiy'8  Lien  Stock. 

■t)  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal  Navigation  Company  Stock. 

if)  Sorth  British  Railway  Consolidated  Lien  Stock. 

i;i  Glasgow  and  South- Western  Railway  Stock. 

iM  Proportion  accruing  to  Glasgow  is  paid  over  by  John  Macdonald,  Esq., 
jtf  Tnutee:!  of  the  Free  Church. 

(i)  City  of  London  and  Tower  Hamlets  Cemetery  Company. 

(;)  5orth  British  Railway  Consolidated  Lien  Stock. 

(k)  The  money  handed  by  the  donors. 

The  Assembly's  Committee  for  the  Highlands  and  Islands  also  give  two 
vwies  to  Divinity  students,  and  two  to  students  at  the  University,  each  of 
k  value  of  £10,  which  are  determined  partly  by  Gaelic  papers  set  by  their 
havener,  and  partly  by  general  examinations  conducted  by  the  Senatus. 

Accounts  are  kept  and  submitted  regularly  to  the  Senatus. 

They  are  not  sent  in  to  the  Financial  Board.  Dr.  Fairbaim,  the  first  Principal 
i  the  CuUege,  invariably  refused  to  do  so,  and  the  Senatus  uniformly  approved 
i  the  refusaL  Uis  reason  was  that  this  Hall  was  set  up  by  the  Generii  Assembly 
npresaly  on  the  footing  that  it  should  not  be  a  burden  to  the  funds  of  the 
Jliurch ;  and  that,  accordingly,  it  receives  nothing  from  the  College  Collection, 
Ui^pt  £150  for  the  salary  of  the  Lecturer  on  Natural  Science,  because  this  class 
va  added  to  the  Curriculum  at  a  date  subsequent  to  the  erection  of  the  College. 
tW  College  is,  therefore,  left  outside  the  financial  system  of  the  Church.  But 
^e  there  seems  no  resson  for  bringing  these  details  under  the  notice  of  the 
/saacial  Board,  the  information  is  given  substantially,  from  year  to  year,  in  the 
^^<%e  Catendar,  which  is  published  by  authority  of  the  College  Committee. 

m  £ki>owmznt&     The  heads  under  this  question  : — 

Ko.  (1)  is  included  in  the  separate  answer  by  Robert  Ross,  Esq. 
Koa.  (2)  and  (3.)     Already  asked  and  answered  under  Question  II. 
No.  (4.)     No  other,  unless  the  Tennent  Trust,  an  independent  body,     ^ee 
CWouiar,  p.  61. 

IV.  LiBRABY. 

Nniober  of  books,  15,457>  not  including  a  very  vsluable  collection  of  about 
1000  theological  pamphlets  from  the  library  of  Constantino  Tischendorf.  This, 
^vever,  does  not  give  an  idea  of  the  aversge  annual  increase,  for  it  includes 
wo  hbraries  which  were  purchased  by  sx>ecial  efforts  of  friends,  that  of  Tischen- 
lon,  about  1950  volumes  exclusive  of  the  pamphlets,  and  that  of  Principal 
fairbaim,  about  1800  ;  and  a  third  library  mentioned  afterwards.  The  annual 
if erage  sdded  ranges  from  350  to  400,  or  even  more. 
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The  annual  income  being  about  £145,  about  £30  are  spent  in  saliriei  u^ 
incidental  expenses,  from  £10  to  £15  upon  binding,  and  the  rest  in  purchase  a 
books  and  book-presses. 

Another  interesting  addition  to  the  library  was  the  kind  gift  to  it  of  tb 
books  in  the  library  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  irhn  tU 
Church  entered  into  union  with  the  Free  Church.  In  acknowledgment  of  tij 
gift,  all  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  ministers  now  in  the  Free  Church  bin  t^ 
privilege  of  the  use  of  the  library.  So  also  have  minkters  who  are  old  fte-ia^ 
of  this  college.  Until  funds  are  pravided  for  a  regular  librarian  it  is  iapsicl^^ 
to  give  ministers  in  general  that  access  to  the  library  which  the  SenjitssTcdd 
desire  to  give. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  library  might  have  been  swollen  conaidsai^, 
were  it  not  that  our  practice  has  been  to  weed  out  unnecessary  duplicakei,  ^ 
them  away  to  Colonial  Churches,  or  to  individual  ministers  going  on  fow^ta- 
vice.  About  270  volumes  have  been  thus  given  away  within  the  last  three  jon. 
Number  of  books  at  last  visitation  8520,  now  15,457  ;  increase,  6937. 

y.  The  course  and  method  of  instruction  are  annually  stated  in  the  Cah^. 
On  occasion  of  previous  Quinquennial  Vieitations  fuller  statements  hare  \m 
given  in  by  all  the  Professors  except  Dr.  Bruce^  not  then  appointed.  StiteiDeBi 
by  the  individual  Professors,  and  by  Mr.  Drummond,  the  Lecturer  on  Natod 
Science,  are  now  handed  in.  I  have  myself  nothing  to  add,  except  that  I  tud 
two  classes  of  Hebrew  daily,  in  each  of  which  1  devote  one  hour  a  week  to  exer 
cises  in  translations  into  Hebrew ;  and  I  teach  a  class  of  Old  Testament  Exegesis 
in  which  I  lecture  twice  a  week,  and  read  with  the  class  in  the  Scriptnrea  tbrxi 
a  week,  except  when  discourses  and  essays  (one  from  each  student)  ve  nd 
And  from  the  lecture  days  five  or  six  are  taken  off  for  written  and  <»sl  e^^'* 
nation. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  delivery  of  discourses  have  not  yet  bea  «^ 
come.  There  ia  a  teacber  of  elocution,  Mr.  Walter  6.  Baytaham,  who  <^^ 
two  classes,  each  for  one  hour  a  week.  He  receives  a  small  payment  fi«B"f 
Tennent  Trust.  The  Senatus  would  welcome  a  more  liberal  provision  k  la 
important  object. 

As  a  rule,  the  roll  is  called  in  every  dass  every  day ;  and  the  stfeendnff" 
the  students  as  a  whc^e  is  exoelleot. 

The  history  and  principles  of  the  Church  are  adverted  to  from  time  to  ^ 
by  all  the  Professors.  They  are  brought  out  particularly  in  the  Second  Syi«* 
atic  and  Second  Church  History  Claeses,  also  in  the  teadiing  of  the  Doctna«i 
the  Church,  and  in  the  class  of  Pastoral  Theology. 

The  whole  instruction  of  the  Hall  brings  the  students  conttnuaQf  to 
Scriptures,  particularly  the  classes  for  the  Exegesis  of  the  Old  and  of  tb«  ><^ 
Testament,  and  the  class  of  Pastoral  Theology,  and  the  second  of  Syiteor^ 
Theology.  A  paper  on  Scripture  History  is  also  induded  in  the  ,^^*"^ 
Examination  of  Students  entering  the  Hall.  Any  more  specific  testing  of  ^ 
knowledge  of  Scripture  and  of  the  Catechism  seems  nather  to  belong  to  Pr»^ 
teries  and  to  the  whole  Church. 

VL  Number  of  Students  in  the  Album.  ^ 

1874-75  55  fl 

1875-76  58  Jj 

Other  points  have  been  left  for  the  Students  J    1876-77  ^^  ^ 

themselves  to  answer.                      |    1877-78  66  ^ 

1873-79  78  fj 

L  1879-80  93  85? 

Vn.  The  Bmaiua  cannot,  without  impertinence,  attempt  to  exerciae  inp<f^ 
tendenoe  over  students  at  the  University.     They  have  aided  the  ^'^'^S 
however,   in  the  formation  of  a  Free  Church    Students'  Aswciation  at  ^ 
University ;  and  they  arrange  for  one  or  two  social  meetings  esch  Se«wn, 
they  give  the  use  of  tiie  Free  Church  College  buildings  for  tlui  puzpoM> 
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Tni.  Only  to  a  mach  more  limited  extent  than  at  Edinborgli.  An  approxi- 
gutkm  may  be  made  to  an  answer  by  comparing  the  numbers  given  in  answering 
JeestioQ  YL — ^the  total  number  of  students  in  the  album,  and  the  number  of 
tgttUr  stadenta.  But  some  of  these  are  Free  Church  students  who  have  not 
>MMd  the  Examination  Board,  or  the  like.  Precise  details  are  annually  pub- 
jked  in  the  Beperts  of  t^  Collage  Committee  to  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 

GXOROE  C.  M.  DOTTOLAS,  B.D., 
Prmeipal 
Free  Church  College,  Glasgow, 
18^  Ftkruary  1880. 

Dr.  CandlisKs  Report. 

I  beg  to  refer  the  Yisitors  to  the  statement  of  the  work  of  my  classes  given  in 
(tlie  last  visitation  in  1874,  and  to  state  that  the  course  and  method  of  instruc- 
i^B  tre  still  in  general  the  same  as  there  described.  I  have  increased  consider- 
%  the  number  of  lectures  given,  which  I  have  also  every  session  revised  and 
tictToared  to  improve.  For  some  years  past  I  have  used  as  a  text-book  in 
di  chases  of  Systematic  Theology  the  Medulla  Theologica  of  Amesius.  In 
tt^Qce  with  a  suggestion  made  at  the  last  visitation,  that  more  training  in 
Eo^etic  would  be  desirable,  I  have  introduced  in  the  junior  class  of  Systematic 
.*l»]i>gy  a  short  course  of  nine  or  ten  lectures  on  that  subject,  delivered  once  a 
'tik  during  the  latter  part  of  the  session,  and  in  the  class  of  Pastoral  Theology 
Kn£s  of  exercises  in  the  planning  of  sermons  and  the  composition  of  the  various 
vu  of  them. 

lo  all  the  classes  iliree  hours  a  week  are  given  to  lecturing.     In  those  of  Sys- 
siatic  Theology  one  hour  a  week  is  given  to  the  reading  of  the  text-book  and 
^  examination  on  the  portions  read,  which  generally  correspond  with  the 
•Ijectd  of  the  lectures  at  the  time.     In  the  class  of  Pastoral  Theology  one  hour  a 
^-^  is  given  alternately  to  homiletic  exercises  and  discussions  by  the  students 
1  lobjects  connected  with  the  practical  work  of  the  ministry.     The  remaining 
fa  \3  given  in  the  Junior  Systematic  Class  to  an  exposition  of  the  Cor^fession  cf 
»^,  aod  b  the  Senior  Systematic  and  Pastoral  Theology  Classes  to  the  exege- 
cal  stady  of  portions  of  the  Kew  Testament  in  Greek.     From  these  hours,  bow- 
er, are  to  be  deducted,  in  each  of  the  Systematic  classes,  three  in  the  course 
'  the  session  occupied  with  examinations  in  writing  on  the  lectures,  and  also 
i  tie  Junior  Class  about  two  with  the  reading  of  essays,  and  in  each  of  the  other 
^es  ai  many  as  are  necessary  for  the  hearing  of  the  discourses  given  in.     The 
t^daDce  in  all  my  classes  is  extpemely  regular,  and  the  students  give  attention 
<ld  diligence  to  their  work. 

Jas.  S.  Candlish. 

Dr,  Bruce's  Beport. 

REPORT  TO  TKS  COB£MISSION  voe  thb  Quikquienvial  YiarrATiosr  oy  thb 
Pus  CHTmGR  CoLLBOB,  Glajbgow,  upoD  the  work  of  the  Classes  for  Apolo- 
getics, and  New  Testament  Exegesis. 

Fkeb  Church  Collbgb,  Glasgow, 
1^^  February  1880. 

Gb^tlexbn, — The  elasses  under  my  charge  in  this  College  are  those  above 
Amed,  and  I  have  now  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  a  general  account  of  the 
^ork  done  therein.  As  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  had  the  honour  to  give 
t  sQch  an  account,  I  deem  it  fitting  to  go  a  little  more  into  detail  than  might 
therwiae  he  necessary. 

In  the  Apologetic  class,  attended  by  students  of  the  first  year,  my  method  at 
***  was  to  lecture  three  times  a  week,  and  to  occupy  the  other  two  hours  in 
>^«  week  with  examinations  on  Butler's  Analogy,  and  in  the  class  lectures.     In 
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the  la«t  two  seasions  I  haye  so  far  modified  tbu  plan  m  to  lectme  four  tiiMA 
week,  and  to  snbatitute  for  the  hour  of  ezamination  in  the  leeiare,  a  ikurt 
examination  each  day  on  the  lecture  previously  delivered.     Bendei  tb«K  on! 
ezaminatioDB,  it  is  my  practice  to  have  two  or  three  written  ezaminationi  ii  tie 
course  of  the  session.     I  may  explain  farther  that  the  fore-mentioned  ana^ 
meats  are  in  force  to  the  full  extent  only  till  the  beginning  of  Febmary.  fVpa 
that  time  to  the  end  of  the  session  one  hour  of  the  week  is  occupied  vitk  tk 
reading  of  homilies  on  subjects  connected  with  Apologetics,  which  redm  tk 
number  of  lecture  days  to  three. 

The  course  of  lectures  in  this  class  embraces  four  main  divisiona  Thijvri 
of  these  is  Speculative,  dealing  with  the  Christian  theory  of  the  uniTene,  tbt 
is,  the  Christian  mode  of  conceiving  of  Qod,  man,  and  the  world,  uA  tM! 
relations,  as  contrasted  with  the  other  antagonistic  theories  of  the  uDiTaK,tkaK, 
viz.,  of  Pantheism,  Materialism,  Deism,  and  modem  naturalistic  Theim  (i«p 
sented  by  Theodore  Parker,  Pfleiderer,  Miss  Cobbe,  W.  B.  6r^  etc.).   Eichei 
these  anti-Christian  theories  is  first  stated,  with  due  reference  to  the  reccn 
representative  literature,  and  then  criticised ;  and  this  division  winds  op  by  a 
attempt  to  show  that  all  these  theories  fail  to  satisfy  the  fundamental  vantt  d  ^ 
man's  religious  nature,  the  cravings  of  his  heart  for  an  object  of  wonhip,  of  loi' 
conscienoe  for  a  solution  of  the  problem  of  moral  evil,  and  of  hii  reuan  ftf 
certitude  in  religious  matters.    The  teccnd  division  of  the  course  is  oecopied  viA 
the  comparative  study  of  the  principal  ethnic  religions, — those  of  ancient  India-* 
Vedism,  Brahmanism,  and  Buddhism,  the  Persian  religion,  the  religions  of  O^ 
Egypt,  Greece,  the  Pagan  Semites,  and  the  Mohammedans  ;  the  lectoiei  on  tiieNf. 
religions  being  prefaced  by  two  on  the  Apologetic  Attitude,  and  on  cUn&a&fl^ 
and  view  points ;  the  purpose  of  the  whole  being  to  verify  the  represeaUM  - 
made  by  the  apostle  Paul  on  Mars  Hill,  of  the  Qentiles  as  groping  slterGoi"' 
haply  they  might  find  Him,  though  He  be  not  far  from  every  one  of  aB,''skitt  • 
show  the  need  of  "  a  more  sure  word  of  prophecy  "  than  the  uncertain  uttmKtt 
of  imaided  human  reason,  even  as  represented  by  the  wisest  among  the  h^ 
This  study  naturally  conducts  to  the  third  division  of  the  course,  ^^^Jj. 
occupied  with  the  great  subject  of  Hevelation,  and  as  a  whole  may  be  docnbd 
as  the  theory  of  Revelation.     In  this  part  of  the  course  the  following  topta  ~ 
treated  of:  The  idea,  the  method,  the  verifiableness,  and  the  doctrinal 
ficance  of  Revelation  ;  Miracles  in  relation  (1.)  to  Revelation,  (2.)  to  the  w 
of  Nature,  (3.)  to  God  and  His  Government,  (4.)  to  Testimony  ;  and  Frophecj 
relation  to  Apologetic,  and  its  place  in  the  history  of  Revelation,  and  M 
Prophecy  as  t'ultilied  in  Christ.     The  leading  positions  set  forth  in  thii  ^ 
the  course  are,  (1.)  that  the  main  design  of  Revelation  was  to  make  God  kn 
as  the  God  of  grace,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  old  Scotch  Confession,  "  the  re^ 
tion  of  the  promise  "  (this  is  maintained  as  against  the  views  of  Kant  and  Fi< 
who  conceived  the  only  end  of  a  possible  Revelation  to  be  to  reveal  moral 
and  of  Mr.  Arnold,  who  finds  in  the  Bible  only  a  power  making  for  righteoi 
and  ignores  the  idea  of  grace) ;  (2.)  that  miracles  and  prophecy  are  not  m 
signs  attached  to  a  revelation  as  evidential  adjuncts,  but  constitnent  eleo 
inseparable  therefrom,  without  destroying  its  whole  significance  (sgainat  An 
that  the  revelation  which  God  made  of  Himself  and  His  gracious  will  m 
not  quasi  (against  Mausel,  Limits  qf  Religious  Tfiought,  and  Mr.  Arnold, 
denies  that  the  Bible  teaches  even  the  personality  of  God).    The  fourth  ptft 
the  course  deals  with  Christianity  as  a  revealed  religion  recorded  in  a  Book. 
main  subjects  treated  of  under  this  head  are  the  history  of  the  canon  of  the 
and  New  Testaments,  and  the  attacks  of  the  Ttlbingen  school  of  critics  (6 
etc.)  on  the  genuineness  and  authenticity  of  many  books  of  the  New  Teatais^ 
and  their  whole  account  of  the  origin  of  Christianity  and  the  New  ^'<^^^^ 
literature.     In  reference  to  these  attacks  it  is  shown  that  Baur'a  criticiimji 
simply  an  application  of  the  Hegelian  philosophy,  as  understood  by  huo.  ■ 
Christianity,  and  that  his  views  are  a  foregone  conclusion  supported  by  a  g^^ 
display  of  learning  and  dialectic  talent.     This  part  of  the  course  begins  with  a 
lecture  on  the  necessity,  authority,  inspiration,  and  perfection  of  Soiptore « 
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tated  in  the  fint  ebapier  of  the  Westminster  Confession,  and  ends  with  one  or 
wo  lectures  on  the  manner  in  which  the  history  and  person  of  our  Lord  are 
lealt  with  by  natnralistic  theologians,  the  object  being  to  show  that  naturalism 
I  it  a  loss  how  to  account  for  these,  more  especially  in  reference  (1.)  to  the 
•sVc^m^^of  Christ,  (2.)  His  miracles,  (3.)  His  resurrection.     The  whole  course 
hns  described  is  prefaced  by  an  introductory  historical  course  intended  to  give 
he  student  a  general  preliminary  idea  of  tho  subject  of  study.     The  topics  are 
Iriot'B  own  apology  for  Christianity  as  a  religion  of  love  to  the  sinful,  Celsus, 
inclish  Deism,  Spinoza,  German  Hluminism,  French  Deism. 
In  the  class  for  Mew  Testament  Exegesis,   from  the  nature  of  the  study, 
tH'^h  more  work  falls  to  be  done  by  the  student.     Only  two  days  in  the  week 
n  deroted  to  formal  written  lectures.     One  course  gives  a  full  exposition  of  the 
r-ctrinsl  part  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  which,  being  a  very  important 
vt  of  the  New  Testament,  I  deem  it  advisable  to  make  a  standing  part  of  our 
Uss  work.     The  other  course  belongs  to  the  department  of  New  Testament 
^lopy,  which  deals  with  the  materials  not  in  the  way  of  minute  commentary 
■f.r^  bjr  verse,  'but  by  taking  the  literature  in  larger  masses,  say  the  Pauline 
trtffles,  and  estimating  their  doctrinal  significance.     During  the  first  four  years 
i  my  tenure  of  office,  I  lectured  on  Christ's  teaching  concerning  the  Kingdom 
Hfd,  as  set  forth  in  the  Sjmoptic  Gospels,  finishing  with  a  comparison  of  the 
»"^t  jn^cn  in  John's  Gospel  of  our  Lord's  teaching  with  the  Synoptical 
'"^'^Dtation.     Dnring  the  present  session,  I  have  been  lecturing  on  the  Pauline 
'vtrioe,  as  set  forth  more  especially  in  the  four  controversial  Epistles  (Galatians, 
u<l  2  Corinthians,  and  Romans),  presenting  first  a  rapid  analysis  of  the  Epistles, 
li^  siring  a  ssmthetic  view  of  Paul's  teaching  as  to  the  way  of  justification, 
f^  at^ement,  and  adoption  ;  then  setting  forth  the  apologetic  aspects  of  his 
wliio}{,  that  is,  his  manner  of  reconciling  his  doctrine  with  ethical  interests,  with 
H^  daima  of  the  J^ato  as  a  divine  institution,  and  with  the  Election  of  Israel  to  be 
r^s  peculiar  people   (Romans  ix.-xi.),   finally  setting  forth  Paul's  doctrine 
^Bcemintr  the  Christian  Life,  the  Person  of  Christ,  the  Christian  Church,  and 
l>«  Laat  Things.     The  other  three  days  of  the  week  are  devoted  to  various 
xercises,  in  the  course  of  which  much  instruction  is  communicated  by  me  to  the 
l»s  conversationally.    One  hour  a  week  is  devoted  to  the  reading  of  Tischen- 
frTi  Sifnopsis  Bo€Uig€liea.     In  the  course  of  the  session  many  of  the  more 
Bportant  secCons  of  the  Gospel  History  are  gonp  over  with  grammatical  and 
ifjetical  comments.     Another  hour  is  devoted  to  Introduction,  the  text-book 
fin?  Bleek,  of  which  a  portion  is  prescribed  for  examination  each  week.     This 
■^  seldom  occupies  the  whole  hour,  and  the  remainder  is  devoted  to  the  reading 
t  portions  of  the  New  Testament,  generally  an  Epistle.     This  session  we  have 
^  selected  passages  from  Paul's  four  controversial  Epistles  bearing  on  the 
^'ect  of  lecture.     On  Fridays  till  February,  the  first  half  of  the  hour  is  given 
^the  elements  of  New  Testament  Biblical  criticism,  Hammond's  Outlines  being 
^  text-book,  the  second  half  to  reading  out  of  the  Greek  Testament.     From 
^beginning of  February  onwards,  this  hour  is  given  op  to  the  reading  of  Greek 
Krciaea  by  the  students.     During  the  part  of  this  session  which  has  passed, 
^  We  read  very  carefully  the  First  Epistle  to  Timothy.     Instruction  in  points 
tUting  to  New  Testament  Grammar  is  given  irregularly,  as  occasion  arises. 
*i^  tbe  whole  we   manage  to  go  through  a  good  deal  of  work  in  this  class, 
'U  I  hope  is  attended  with  benefit  to  the  students ;  but  I  am  constrained 
^  tty  that  I  feel  more  and  more,  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  grows 
pon  me,  and  after  the  experience    of   five  years,  that  the  time  allotted  to 
'^  Testament  Exegesis  is  inadequate.     Some  subjects,  such  as  Hermeneutic, 
^^e  to  be  omitted  altogether,  and  some,  such  as  the  Grammar  of  the  Greek 
^Hanent,  are  little  more  than  touched.     Then,  if  time  permitted,  I  should  like 
'  lecture  to  the  same  set  of  students,  both  on  the  teaching  of  our  Lord  and  on 
^«  teaching  of  the  apostle  Paul,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  giving  the  lectures  on 
^ose  aobjects  as  alternative  courses.     I  am  happy  to  say  that  at  their  own 
^neat  the  lectures  on  the  Pauline  doctrine  are  being  re-delivered  this  session 
^  the  itadenis  of  the  third  and  fourth  years,  who  when  attending  my  Exegetical 
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cIam  heard  only  the  leoture»  on  our  Lord's  teaching.  I  do  not  know  vbeUier 
any  arrangement  could  be  made  whereby  more  time,  perhaps  to  the  extent  d 
half  a  eeeaion,  oould  be  given  to  this  important  department^  but  I  thoQ^it 
right  to  make  these  observations  under  the  head  of  detideraia. 

I  observe  that  one  of  the  queries  has  reference  to  the  regularity  of  attadiex 
in  the  classes.  I  do  not  know  that  any  separate  statement  from  iniiriM 
Professors,  under  this  head,  is  called  for,  but  I  have  pleasure  in  stating  tbt  tfe 
attendance  of  the  students  in  my  clssHes,  and  their  conduct  generslly,  bai?  ki 
all  that  I  could  desire.  I  have  had  much  to  gratify,  and  scarcely  aajtbicg  to 
vex  during  the  fire  sessions  I  have  acted  as  a  Professor  in  this  College.  I  tioak 
the  spirit  of  the  students  generally  is  one  of  diligence^  thoughtfalnei%i^i^ 
eamestnesss,  and  respect  for  authority. — I  am,  yoon  very  respectfully, 

Alkt.  &  Btm 

Dr.  lAndsaiffs  BqxtrL 

Frib  Chubch  Couwi, 
Ol^AflOOW,  F^bnur^  18S0. 

According  to  the  arrangement  of  the  work  of  this  College,  sanctioned  by  te 
General  Assembly  of  1875,  my  duties  are  scHuewhat  different  than  wben  I 
reported  to  the  last  Quinquennial  Visitation.  It  now  falls  to  me  to  tescb  d( 
junior  class  of  Church  History  as  well  as  the  senior  class  in  that  lobjeet)  tt^ 
the  class  of  Christian  Ethic  and  Doctrine  of  the  Church. 

In  the  class  of  Junior  Church  History  the  course  of  Lectures  embnoes  tbi 
following  subjects  of  inquiry  and  discussion  :— 

The  constitution  of  the  Apostolic  Church  ;  the  old  Gatbolie  Chnrcb  is  k 
struggle  with  Rome,  with  Judaism,  with  Gnosticism,  and  with  Moetni*; 
Ante-Nicene  Theology  ;  the  controversies  about  the  doctrines  of  the  Trattyo' 
the  Person  of  Christ ;  the  Schismatic  Churches  of  the  East ;  the  grovii  i  ^ 
Papacy ;  Augustine,  with  special  reference  to  the  topics  involved  in  the  Fd>0* 
Controversy;  the  Schism  between  East  and  West;  the  Medieval  Chntkib 
theologians,  Liturgic,  Hymnology,  and  Church  Life.  Medieval  Scepticism;^ 
Mystics ;  the  Preparation  for  the  Reformation. 

Lectures  on  these  subjects  are  delivered  usually  on  foor  days  of  tbe  «^ 
Three  written  examinations  are  held  during  the  session,  and  two  Essays  sit^ 
scribed.  I  have  used  during  last  and  the  present  sessioa  Neander's  /TiiforTf 
DogmoB  as  the  text-book ;  and  the  students  are  expected  to  make  tbenedis 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  first  volume  of  Dr.  Cunninghsm's  Hutond 
Theology, 

The  work  of  the  other  two  classes  of  Semor  Church  History  and  Ghriititt 
Ethic  and  Doctrine  of  the  Church,  differs  so  little  from  that  described  in  ny  1*^ 
report  that  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  give  any  detailed  aoeoini  TW 
chief  difference  is  that  I  add  to  the  Lectures  on  the  Doctrine  of  the  Chorch  oWj 
two  upon  the  special  principles  of  our  own  Church ;  and  go  over  is  the  chA 
commenting  upon  it,  the  Claim  of  Right  I  have  not  hitherto  devoted  any  titac  s 
reading,  in  the  class  of  Christian  Ethic,  some  portion  of  the  New  Testament ;  ^ 
I  pro]>ose  next  year  to  introduce  a  set  of  Lectures  upon  the  Epistle  to  tbt 
Ephcsians. 

Lectures  are  delivered  usually  on  four  days  of  the  week  ;  one  day  is  srt  tp^ 
for  oral  examinations  on  the  lectures  or  on  text-books;  while  about  eighty 
during  the  session  are  set  apart  for  the  reading  of  Essays  by  the  students,  *■ 
tbree  days  for  written  examinations. 

The  roll  is  called  in  my  classes  daily,  and  the  attendance  during  the  pre^ 
session  has  been  excellent. 

A  popular  lecture  on  a  passage  of  Scripture,  selected  by  the  Plpofessor,  i$  r^ 
in  the  Senior  Church  History  Class.  During  some  Sessions  I  invited  stndeotj  t» 
attempt  the  delivery  of  the  discourse  without  manuscript,  but  the  inritation  wtf 
so  very  rarely  accepted  that  I  have  not  done  so  for  the  last  two  yean. 

THOiufl  M.  Iabwa^' 
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Mr.  Drummonts  Report, 

REPOBT  ON  Natural  Scikkcs  to  the  Members  of  the  Quinquenml4L 

Visitation  Comxittxs. 

GorrLDiBNy^TlM  object  of  this  class  is  to  introduce  the  student  to  the  study 
of  Katnie,  to  cultivate  observation,  to  indicate  the  Relations  of  Science  and 
rbe<dogy,  and  to  aflRord  a  practical  training  in  scientific  work.  Lectures  and 
DeiBODstrations  in  the  Museum  are  given  daily,  except  on  Wednesdays ;  and  the 
eovne  during  thia,  and  the  last  two  sessions  in  which  I  had  interim  charge,  has 
been  M  follows  x*^ 

For  tlie  first  three  months  the  subject  of  Qeology  has  been  gone  over  in  detail. 
Tlis  coarse  includes  a  set  of  Lectures  on  Dynamical  Geology,  Mineralogy,  Litho- 
bgy,  Petrology,  Stratigraphieal  Qeology,  and  Paleontology.  A  shorter  course 
a  Biology  follows ;  one  month  being  devoted  to  Morphological  and  Physiological 
BuUny,  and  the  remainder  of  the  session  to  Introductory  Zoology,  including 
•times  of  Physiology  and  Comparative  Anatomy.  Three  days  in  each  week  are 
wnpied  with  systematic  lectures  on  these  subjects ;  while  the  Fridays  through- 

■Ifte  whole  session,  with  the  exception  of  two  which  are  devoted  to  written 
ttBoation,  are  reserved  for  the  discussion  of  such  special  questions  as  Evolution, 
lir  Antiquity  of  Man,  the  Nebular  Hypothesis,  Spontaneous  Generation,  etc 

Several  excursions  are  made  on  Saturdays  for  practical  field  -  work  ;  and,  at  the 
•d  of  the  session,  a  longer  excursion,  extending  over  four  or  five  days,  is  ox^anised 
to  tiie  island  of  Arran. 

The  reasons  for  the  disproportionate  time  given  to  Geology,  as  compared  with 
Kology,  are  :^l)  It  seemed  advisable  to  give  a  thorough  discipline  in  one  science 
liket  than  to  divide  the  session  equally  with  the  imperfect  study  of  several ; 
%  Botany  is  a  summer  stady,  and  Zoology,  in  its  true  sense,  a  laboratory  study 
-for  which  facilities  do  not  exist  in  the  College ;  (3)  the  relations  of  Geology 
*uk  Geoesis  make  this  a  subject  of  special  interest 

I  h4T6  only  to  add  that,  owing  to  the  somewhat  unique  character  of  the  Natural 
3cKnce  Class,  and  still  more  to  the  recentness  of  my  appointment,  I  venture  to 
nbmit  this  programme  of  my  work  with  very  great  diffidence.  I  am  far  from 
ftakiog  that  it  msy  not,  on  maturer  experience,  be  susceptible  of  modification 
Md  improvement.  Henry  Dbummono. 

The  students  attending  the  Glasgow  Free  Chttrch  College 
respectfully  submit  the  following  suggestions  : — 

^  ^ith  respect  to  the  Examination  Board  and  the  Presbyteries — 
(1.)  That  the  examination  in  Scripture  History  at  the  entrance  examination, 
aod  that  in  Biblical  Theology  at  the  exit  examination,  be  discontioued ; 
the  Presbyteries'  examinations  in  Bible  knowledge  being  held  sufficient. 
(2.)  That  text-books,  as  well  as  subjects  of  examination  for  the  exit  examina- 
tion, be  announced  beforehand. 
(3.)  That  the  Presbyterial  examination  in  literary  subjects  of  students  before 
license  be  held  unnecessary. 

n.  With  reference  to  the  building  it  is  represented — 

(I.)  That  there  is  in  the  College  no  room  suitable  for  meetings  of  the 

students — such  as  those  of  the  Missionary  and  of  the  Theological  Society. 
(2.)  That  the  ventilation  of  all  the  present  class-rooms  is  insufficient. 
(3.)  That  the  shape  of  the  desks  in  the  class-rooms  is  not  well  adapted  for 

enabling  the  students  to  take  notes  of  the  Professors'  lectures. 

{In  name  of  tke  Students,) 

B.  T.   CtTNNINORAlf. 
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GLASGOW  FREE  CHURCH  COLLEGE. 
1.  Studsnts*  Mission  abt  Socdctt. 

The  membenliip  is  now  confined  to  the  College ;  till  recently  it  w» 
extended  to  Free  Chnrch  etudente  at  the  UniTersity. 

The  Society*8  object  ia  to  realise  a  mitsionary  Bpirit  in  its  memhen.  aii  t« 
express  that  successfnlly.  It  directs  its  aid,  especially,  to  the  progress  of  f«!e:a 
missions,  bat  aims  also  at  nsefnlness  in  mission  work  at  home.  In  ttt  hreia 
task  it  appeals  to  the  missionary  intelligence  and  sympathies  of  conervii^^; 
while  it  trains  its  members  in  seeking;  to  benefit  others  by  the  work  of  tWUtte^ 

The  Foreign  Mission  Scheme^  which  seems  to  have  the  strongest  eUiv«tbf 
Society's  help,  is  annually  adopted.  Deputies  from  the  Societtr  atldnstb 
various  chnrches  granted  on  its  behalf ;  donations  also,  and  contHbutiom  fra 
Sabbath-schools,  are  obtained. 

The  HoTne  Mission  Work  of  the  Society  has  of  late  been  an  exnerimMit  Not 
session  it  hopes  to  attain  jn^'eater  independence  and  results  in  the  district  it  bi 
for  two  years  occupied,  with  kitchen  and  hall  meetings. 

The  Society's  Library  has  upwards  of  400  volumes.  It  is  now  on  tlje  mim 
footing  with  the  College  library,  and  will  be  made  more  important  than  hitbri^ 

The  Society  meets  weekly  on  Wednesday.  Meetings  for  praver.  discMSow 
in  conference,  deputations,  and  the  transaction  of  business,  are  reeularlt  unsgei 
The  monthly  prayer-meeting  is  presided  over  by  the  Professors  in  tnrn. 

The  Social  Meeting  of  the  Society  is  an  annual  event.  The  renorls  sre  tbti 
presented,  along  with  a  statement  of  the  new  foreittn  scheme,  both  of  wbirHf 
afterwards  printed  ;  deputies  from  kindred  societies  are  present,  who,  W^ 
other  speakers,  stimulate  the  attachment  of  the  Society's  members. 

At  present  the  life  of  the  Society  is  vigorous,  and  its  prospect  an  enoosif'^ 
one. 

2.  Trsolooioal  Sociktt. 

The  Society  exists  mainly,  though  not  solely,  for  the  discussion  of  TW**** 
questions.  It  is  useful  in  testing  and  improvinsr  the  acquirements  of  itimeir^^ 
and  cultivates  their  speaking  power.  The  SyUabus  includes  essays,  confffti^ 
and  debates  on  appropriate  subjects. 

There  is  a  large  honorary,  as  well  as  ordinary,  membership. 

The  Society  meets  on  Friday  evening  throughout  the  session,  and  nsaaSj* 
conversazione  is  held  at  the  close. 

The  honorary  president,  one  of  the  Professors,  delivers  an  address. 

The  Society's  proceedings  this  year  have  been  highly  snocessfuL 

3.  Ckltio  Socivtt. 

This  Society  has  existed,  in  a  separate  form,  since  1864. 

The  membership  is  open  to  Gaelic-speaking  students,  whether  at  the  To* 
versity  or  at  the  College. 

The  meetings  are  held  every  Friday  evenine  during  the  session,  ii><^  "^ 
conducted  alternately  in  English  and  Gaelic.  Essays  are  read,  and  sabjora 
discussed,  to  suit  the  various  members. 

There  is  an  annual  conference  with  the  Theological  Society. 

4.  Total  Abstinxncs  Socmrr. 

The  Society  was  formed  in  1877. 

Its  aim  is  to  encourage  the  adoption  of  total  abstinence  principles  b;  *^ 
students,  and  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  temperance  generally. 

Meetings  are  held  throughout  the  session  for  transacting  busiasss,  s&^  '^ 
discussion  or  hearing  addresses. 

The  membership  forms  a  majority  of  the  students. 

The  honorary  president  is  Professor  Bruce. 
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In  the  coDrse  of  the  past  year  conBiderable  ohanges  have  been  intro- 
feed  into  the  MonUdf  Record,  An  improvement  has  also  been  made 
ID  tbe  size  and  form  of  the  Children*^  Hecord,  Both  continue,  as 
hHkrio,  under  the  management  of  the  editors  who  have  so  ably  conducted 
ttt«ir  important  work. 

Tbe  ^itor  of  the  Monthly  Beeovd^  after  conferring  with  the  Conveners 
of  the  Committees  specially  interested,  submitted  to  this  Committee  the 
fuUowiog  suggestions,  which  were  unanimously  approved,  and  have  been 
leted  upon  since  the  month  of  February : — L  That  the  monthly  reports 
from  the  secretaries  of  the  various  Committees  be  condensed  into  a  brief 
lUtnct  of  the  month's  work,  every  letter  from  the  Mission  fields  being 
acknowledged,  but  only  the  most  interesting  facts  and  passages  presented 
ifi  Ibll.  2.  That  in  each  successive  month  each  Scheme  should  have 
in  ttim  a  larger  share  of  space  for  a  summary  of  its  history  and  outline  of 
its  field,  80  as  to  place  its  actual  condition  and  progress  before  the  readers 
^  the  Record.  3.  That  the  space  remaining  should  be  occupied  with 
^itorial  notes,  biographical  notices,  and  missionary  news  of  other  churches, 
ff  pApers  adapted  to  stimulate  missionary  interest 
Since  these  changes  began  to  be  introduced  the  circulation  of  the 
^tmtidy  Record  has  increased  by  1000,  and  now  stands  higher  than  at 
*)7  previous  time,  being  46,000 :  the  €hildre»*8  Record  has  a  circulation 
rf  76,000,  being  2000  above  last  year. 

The  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  a  circumstance  which 
<^rate8  to  the  serious  disadvantage  of  tbe  circulation  of  tbe  Mimonary 
^^f^y  besides  adding  considerably  both  to  the  expense  and  to  the  pressure 
of  extra  work  in  the  printing  offices  and  in  the  offices  of  the  Church,  viz. : 
^e  necessity  of  printing  the  financial  columns  of  the  Record  after  the 
'c<!OQntB  have  been  made  up  to  the  15th  of  the  month.  The  Editors  of 
^  Vnited  JHrethyierian  Record  perceived  ten  years  ago  the  impossibility 
of  doing  justice  to  the  publication,  so  long  as  the  whole  financial  matter 
^qmred  to  be  arranged  and  set  in  type  after  the  15th  of  the  month. 
Accordingly,  since  January  1870  that  periodical  has  contained  in  each 
iDonth  what  had  been  contributed  in  the  month  preceding  that  at  the  close 
of  which  the  Record  was  issued ;  that  is  to  say,  that  tbe  number  published 
'>Q  the  let  day  of  Marchy  for  example,  intimates  all  the  contributions  re- 
ceived in  January,     The  Publications  Committee  laid  the  matter  before 


Z  REPORT  OF  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE.  lit 

several  of  the  Committees,  conlributions  to  whose  fands  are  acknowled 
in  the  Record.      There  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  proposed  alte 
tion,  but  the  Committee  are  not  without  hope  that  some  way  of  remoTi 
this  obstacle  to  the  RecorcPa  success  may  be  devised. 

The  circulation  of  the  Oadtc  Quarterly  Record  has  been  oontio 
daring  the  past  year.  About  1800  copies  are  put  into  circulation  ef 
quarter,  and  although  this  is  accomplished  to  some  extent  by  gratmt< 
distribution,  the  Committee  are  persuaded  that  the  advanti^e  accru' 
to  the  Church  fully  warrants  the  expenditure  inyolred  in  this  de 
ment. 

The  Committee  desire  once  more  to  urge  upon  the  miuisters  and  o 
office-bearers  of  the  Church  the  incalculable  importance  of  secoring  I 
the  Missionary  periodicals  a  circulation  more  nearly  commensante  ~^ 
the  membership  of  the  Church.     Several  methods  of  increaang 
number  of  regular  readers  of  the  Monthly  Record  have  been  emplo; 
with  an  amount  of  success  which  indicates  that  in  very  many  cases  tl»^ 
only  hindrance  to  its  enlarged  circulation  is  not  that  the  expense  b  grudged, 
but  that  the  subject  has  never  been  considered.      In   regard  to  the 
ChildrerCa  Record^  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  it  is  now  the  means  of  a  ooC 
inconsiderable  yearly  addition  to  the  funds  of  the  Church.     The  jaTecilBj 
contributions  for  1879  exceeded  £4400,  largely  the  result,  it  can  scaiceljbe 
doubted,  of  the  information  given,  and  the  interest  stimulated  by  neui 
of  the  ChildrerCa  Recoid,      It  is  a  significant  fact  that,  in  the  Sabbi^  I 
schools  where  it  is  reported  as  having  stiH  no  circulation,  there  if  nfj  | 
generally  a  corresponding  blank  in  the  column  for  missionary  cdeoite-  , 
tions.     The  effect  of  the  circulation  of  the  Monthly  Record  cao»j|  ^ 
course  be  tested  in  the  same  way,  but  there  is  good  reason  to  beEm 
that  in  every  case  in  which  this  good  seed  of  reliable  information  u* 
the  Church's  work  has  been  diligently  sown,  there  has  been  an  aboodtit 
harvest  of  that  intelligent  and  cordial  interest  which  makes  men  undentis 
experimentally  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  *'  It  is  more  blessed  to  gi* 
than  to  receive." 

The  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  tW 
expediency  and  possibility  of  originating  a  monthly  magazine,  in  whicb 
the  work  and  progress  of  the  Church  at  home  might  be  reported,  tb< 
methods  employed  for  promoting  congregational  efficiency  might  bi 
discussed,  and  space  allotted  to  instructive  and  devotional  reading.  1' 
is  generally  believed  that  there  is  room  for  such  a  magazine,  and  that  i1 
would  be  likely  to  gain  wide  acceptance  if  it  were  vigorously  and  abi] 
conducted,  especially  if  arrangements  were  made  by  which  any  coogreg> 
tion,  or  presbytery,  or  synod  might  appropriate  the  magazine  to  its  o«i 
special  service  by  using  the  outer  pages  for  communications  and  notices  o 
local  interest,  and  adopting  a  distinctive  title-page.  The  Committee  « 
not  regard  it  as  within  their  province  to  undertake  either  editorial^ 
financial  responsibilities  in  connection  with  a  magazine  of  the  kiv 
described ;  at  the  same  time,  having  learned  that  an  eminent  pablisbutf 
firm  to  which  the  Church  is  already  under  great  obligations,  contemp)>t^ 
issuing  at  an  early  date  a  periodical  designed  to  accomplish  the  objKfl 
above  specified,  the  Committee  have  intimated  to  that  firm  tb^ 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  publication  would  render  important  servici 
to  the  Church,  and  would  merit  its  cordial  and  general  snpport 

J.  G.  CUNNINGHAM,  Conrentr. 
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I  The  total  ntmiber  of  Students  who  passed  the  Entraace  Board 
Eumination  on  the  23d  and  S'ith  of  July,  and  on  the  31st  of  October 
end  the  Ist  of  November  1679,  is  46.  Of  these,  13  passed  at  Edinburgh, 
SO  at  G^lasgow,  and  3  at  Aberdeen.  As  compared  with  the  total  number 
of  the  previous'Toar  there  is  an  increase  of  one. 

The  totiQ  number  of  Students  who  passed  the  Exit  Examination 
»  the  7tb  and  8th  of  November  1879,  and  on  the  Ist  of  April  1880,  is 
i3.  Of  these,  22  j^assed  at  Edinburgh,  14  at  Glasgow,  and  7  at  Aber- 
fcezi  Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  results  show  an  increase  to 
^  number  of  one. 

The  names  of  the  Students  who  passed  both  Examinations  will  be 
iRmd  in  the  Appendix. 

n.  As  regards  the  subject  remitted  to  them  by  last  General  Assembly 
for  their  consideration,  the  Examination  Board  agree  with  the  Presby- 
tery of  Edinburgh  in  thinking  that  existing  arrangements  often  impose 
Vi  undesirable  burden  on  Students.  The  Board  believe  that  Presbyteries 
▼ill  be  found  anxious  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  their  powers  in  the 
inanner  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  Students ;  and  there  seems  no 
insuperable  difficulty  in  coming  to  an  understanding.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  there  is  no  desire  to  hinder  Presbyteries  from  looking,  if 
they  think  fit,  into  the  proficiency  of  Students  in  any  branch  of  learning 
which  they  ought  to  have  mastered  at  each  stage  of  their  studies,  or 
from  taking  special  means  to  render  the  testing  more  thorough  when  they 
find  reason  to  suspact  that  a  Student  has  been  culpably  inattentive  to  any 
part  of  his  work.  What  is  deprecated  is,  that  Presbyteries  should 
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virtually  take  the  position  of  guiding  the  education  of  the  Stadeoti 
under  their  care,  by  prescribing  reading  to  be  got  up,  when  StadeDH 
necessarily  have  so  much  to  do  that  way  in  connection  with  individiiL^ 
Professors,  with  College  examinations  (especiillly  those  for  bursari^  h 
the  first  and  third  years),  and  with  the  Board. 

The  Board  suggest  that  they  might  be  authorised  to  furnish  to  fm- 
bytery  Clerks  the  subjects  appointed  for  their  examinations,  ud  ik 
returns  of  the  results  of  examination  of  Students,  for  the  infonrutbucl 
Presbyteries ;  and  that  Senates  of  the  Colleges  should,  in  like  mam, 
forward  to  Presbyteries  the  subjects  prescribed  for  the  Bursary  Eximiai- 
tions.  Further,  the  Assembly  might  recommend  Presbyteries,  in  ^j 
oversight  of  Students,  to  have  reg^ird  to  the  information  thus  provided, 
in  order  to  avoid  burdening  Students  with  fresh  and  separate  rea^ 
designed  solely  as  the  basis  for  Presbyterial  examination. 

The  Board  repeat  that  they  by  no  means  deprecate  the  Presbjieiis 
satisfying  themselves,  so  far  as  they  think  fit,  as  to  the  profideocT  o! 
Students  in  the  work  of  their  classes.  And  they  also  desire  testate  tlitt 
the  practice  of  some  Presbyteries,  which  require  of  Students  eriSence  o( 
acquaintance  with  prescribed  works  on  experimental  religion,  'n,  ifl 
their  view,  both  commendable  and  necessary. 

III.  The  Board  desire  to  record  their  sense  of  the  great  losssostainedbf 
them  and  by  the  Church  through  the  recent  death  of  the  Rev.  JobnLu£|'< 
their  late  secretary.  Mr.  Laing  has  been  secretary  to  the  Board  »k^ 
since  its  first  appointment ;  and  it  is  to  him,  more  than  any  otberBUj 
that  its  efficiency  and  success  have  been  due.  In  thorough  sympadijvi^ 
the  principles  on  which  the  Board  was  constituted ;  complete -maftteto(>u 
legislation  connected  with  our  Colleges  and  the  education  of  our  Stodents*. 
having  before  his  mind  all  difficult  and  exceptional  cases  thatlii^ 
occurred  in  the  past  in  connection  with , their  training  and  certi6cation;- 
Mr.  Laing's  services  had  come  to  be  looked  on  as  quite  indispensable,  m 
his  opinion  in  all  such  cases  was  usually  final.  His  careful  and  regnl>< 
business  habits  ;  his  strict  and  unbending  conscientiousness  wben  tbert 
were  temptations  to  let  doubtful  cases  pass  through  his  hands;  an 
habitual  determination  to  keep  up  the  literary  character  of  the  Examinati^a 
Board,  and,  through  that,  the  professional  equipment  of  our  theological 
Students ; — combined,  as  all  this  was,  with  an  untiring  readiueffl  to  corrt* 
spond  with  and  advise  those  Students  whose  cases  contained  aojthiG^ 
exceptional : — in  all  this,  Mr.  Laing  had  long  earned  for  himself  va 
genuine  esteem  and  affection  of  all  his  tsolleagues.  He  has  carried  s^fJ 
with  him  much  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Board,  but  he  has  left  behin^bio 
an  example  and  a  memory  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  the  Bosn 
or  by  the  Church. 

Jn  name  of  the  Examinaiion'Board^ 

ALEXANDEB  WHITB. 
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l-LIST  of  Students  who  passed  the  Entrance  Examination  in  Jaly 

and  November  1879. 


L  Bain,  Junes  A. 

1  Broom,  William. 

I  kciuman,  NieL 

i  Calder,  Walter. 

5.  Campbell,  James. 

(.  Dandson,  Eobert. 

7.  Denny,  James. 

^  TaiQdi,  George, 

9.  Fiddes,  A. 

W.  FerguBon,  John. 

IL  Kndlay,  Arthur. 

It  Findlay,  James  W. 

15.  Follirton,  John  H. 

K  Goodman,  Gostavus  G. 

15.  Grant,  Alexander  D. 

K.  Hanlin,  Robert 

w.  Hanrey,  James. 

^  Hope,  John  W. 

^  JaduoD,  Robert 

^  Lang,  John  Dykes. 

SJ  Macalpine,  William. 

52.  MacCaUum,  Archibald. 

^  M'Connan,  Alexander  C. 


24.  Macdonald,  David  3. 
^  25.  Macdowall,  William. 

26.  Macfarlane,  Norman  C. 
.  27.  Mackenzie,  Colin. 

28.  Maclaren,  Walter  G. 

29.  M*Owat,  William  C. 

30.  MacPherson,  John. 
*31.  Matheson,  W.  S. 

32.  Merwe,  J.  L.  Vander. 
"33.  Millar,  Alexander. 

34.  Murray,  John. 
'^5.  Osborne,  Alexander. 

36.  Rae,  Frank. 

37.  Smellie,  James. 

38.  Smith,  David. 

39.  Smith,  William  A. 
'40.  Stewart,  Alexander. 

41.  Sutherland,  Alexander  M. 

42.  Sutherland,  James  S. 

43.  Terras,  James  H. 

44.  Thom,  Malcolm. 

45.  Thomson,  David  A 

46.  Urquhart,  John. 


^*-— LIST  OP  Students  who  passed  the  Exit  Examination  in  November 

1879  and  April  1880. 

1.  Anderson,  Thomas  S.  5.  Garment,  Malcolm. 

^  Ballantiae,  Robert  6.  Carroll,  John  Smith. 

3-  Birketk.  Robert  7.  Council,  Donald. 

^'  Barnside,  Alexander  J.  8.  Cunningham,  R.  T. 
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9.  Ewen,  WiUiam. 

10.  Fairweatber,  Williain. 

11.  Falconer,  Kobert  H. 

12.  FergoaoB,  Jamea  T. 

13.  Fergoson,  James  Y. 

14.  FinlayBOHi  John. 

15.  Greig,  Charles  E. 

16.  Henderson,  George. 

17.  M*aean,  Robert 

18.  M'Biarmid,  Alexander. 

19.  Macdonald,  John  C. 
'20.  Mackay,  John  James. 

21.  Mackenzie,  Alexander. 

22.  Mackenzie,  Colin. 

23.  M'Kenzie,  James  H. 

24.  Mackintosh,  John. 

25.  Madaren,  John. 

26.  Maclennazi,  Bonald. 


27.  Main,  Jamea  T. 

28.  Meama,  David  B. 

29.  Miller,  David. 

30.  Miller,  Alexander. 

31.  PhiUp,  Adam. 

32.  Rankin,  William  M. 

33.  Biddel,  William. 

34.  S^bie,  John  A. 

35.  Shaw,  Alexander. 

36.  Skinner,  John. 

37.  Still,  Jamea  L 

38.  Stnart,  WiUiam. 

39.  Sutherland,  Axidrew  N. 

40.  Thow,  William. 

41.  Troup,  George  E. 

42.  Watson,  John. 

43.  Wilson,  Alexander  S. 
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The  ComnTTEE  on  the  Bistribation  and  Employment  of  Probationera 
^t  little  to  report,  as  their  operations  have  been  carried  on  quietly, 
4  so  b  as  they  know,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Probationers  and  the 
»cant  congregations. 

Bat  it  seems  to  the  Committee  that  they  ought  to  direct  the  attention 
'Ae  Ocneral  Assembly  to  the  decrease  of  the  number  of  Probationers  on 
Kir  roll.  The  number  actaally  on  the  roll  is  indeed  sufficiently  large, 
M  very  considerable  number  of  these  are  not  practically  available  for  the 
My  of  vacancies.  Of  the  44  on  the  roll,  8  or  10  may  be  regarded  as 
QB  unavailable.  Some  years  ago  the  Committee  could  only  send  each 
^oationer  to  a  vacancy  once  in  about  eighteen  months,  whereas  now, 
Buing  about  144  appointments  in  a  year,  and  having  only  about  36 
ToUtionera  on  their  effective  roll,  each  of  them  will  have  about  four 
Womtments  in  a  year.  In  one  respect  this  is  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
Jittee,  u  it  has  allayed  the  discontent  which  formerly  prevailed  among 
"6  Probationers,  and  which  the  Committee  always  admitted  to  be  too 
^^^  grounded.  There  has  not  been  any  material  decrease  in  the  number 
Stiidents,  but  it  appears  to  the  Committee  there  has  not  been  an 
re^  sufficient  to  meet  the  enlarged  requirements  of  the  Church. 
.  ^^  is  for  the  Assembly  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  continuous 
^^re«8e  of  the  number  of  Probationers,  and  to  consider  whether  the 

PPv  may  be  considered  adequate  to  the  Home  and  Foreign  demand. 
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The  Committee  have  daring  the  year  made  140  appointments  to  ^ 
vacant  Congregations.  Of  these,  from  varions  causes,  36  have  not  be« 
carried  out.  Five  of  those  sent  have  heen  elected  by  the  Congr^ti«i 
to  whom  they  have  been  sent,  and  8  of  the  33  Congregations  are  sdl 
vacant  The  number  of  those  chosen  by  CongregatioDS  this  yearii&& 
siderably  smaller,  both  actually  and  proportionately,  than  in  latereiii 
It  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  Avkm 
which  have  been  vacant  have  elected  ordained  Ministers. 

Some  years  ago  the  Committee  had  under  their  consideration  tbe  as 
of  Ordained  Ministers  who  had  held  charges  at  home  or  abroad,  bat  fin 
were  no  longer  holding  these  charges.  They  considered  that  tbej  vat 
warranted,  and  indeed  required,  to  regard  these  brethren  as  entitled  tobep^ 
on  the  same  footing  with  Probationers  in  relation  to  vacant  charges,  ad 
on  this  principle  they  have  acted  for  some  time,  and  upon  the  wliole,viA 
advantage,  yet  occasionally  inconveniences  have  been  brooght  nodd 
their  notice,  and  they  have  now  resolved  not  to  admit  or  retain  on  tb 
list  any  Minister  whose  age  exceeds  fifty  years. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  Probationers,  the  Committee  are  tei] 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that,  almost  without  exception,  they  are  occupy 
ing  positions  of  importance,  and  doing  valuable  work  in  the  serrice  oftiv 
Church  and  of  her  Divine  Head.  The  Committee  would  suggest  tk 
their  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  onght  to  be  moft^/ 
appreciated  than  it  is,  and  that  special  prayers  should  be  ottsreiia^^ 
as  a  class,  in  the  services  of  the  Sanctuary. 

The  Committee  have  to  intimate  to  the  Assembly  that  Dr.  Smith,  «^ 
has  been  Convener  of  the  Committee  for  eleven  years,  has  intimated » 
them  his  resolution  to  request  the  Assembly  not  to  re-appoint  him  to  ii 
Convenership ;  and  it  will  be  for  the  Assembly  to  appoint  a  snccesocv 
Dr.  Smith. 

THOS.  SMITH,  Qmuntr, 
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LIST  OF  PBOBATIONEBa 


1 

i 
i 


i 

i 

a 

I. 

1 
1 

s. 

I. 
t 
i. 
ft 

a. 


Boberi  White,  M.A. 

23. 

If] 

James  Dooglaa. 

24. 

99 

James  Kennedy,  M.A.,  B.D. 

25. 

t» 

Donald  Mackintoeh. 

26. 

»» 

William  Keith,  M.A. 

27. 

»9 

John  £L  Fraaer. 

28. 

ft 

Alick  M.  Ramaay,  M.A. 

29. 

tf 

J<^mR  Watt. 

30. 

»9 

Daniel  Blae. 

31. 

>> 

Walter  White. 

32. 

9» 

William  Patterson. 

33. 

f» 

34. 

9» 

A.  K.  M'I>owaU. 

35. 

99 

DandR  Dow,  M.A. 

36. 

** 

James  WaDaoe. 

37. 

99 

M.  O.  GampbeU. 

3a 

99 

John  Wood. 

39. 

99 

James  Soott,  B.Se. 

40. 

99 

JofanBlackie. 

41. 

99 

Alexander  George  Fraaer,  M.  A.42. 

99 

Hn^  H.  Cnrrie,  M.  A.,  B.D. 

43L 

99 

Axchd.  KaoCallnm. 

44. 

99 

James  Thomson,  Bi.A.,  B.D. 
Bob.  H.  AbeL 
John  M.  M'Lennan. 
James  H.  W.  Johnstone. 
Matthew  BelL 
Matthew  D.  Finlayson. 
T.  L.  Ritchie,  M.A. 
Johnstone  Walker. 
Hector  Mackenzie. 
John  K.  CampbeU. 
Duncan  Finlayson. 
Peter  MacGregor. 
Duncan  M.  Ml^eod. 
David  Ponres,  M.A. 
David  Bisset. 
James  A.  RnsselL 
A.  Murray  Scott. 
Alexander  Aitken. 
John  Jamieson,  M.  A. 
George  Gsrdiner,  M.A. 
William  J.  Miller,  M.A. 
John  Charles  Giant,  M.A. 
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Ix  view  that  an  appointment  may  be  made  by  the  Assembly  of  the 
Free  Chnrch  to  the  Chair  of  Evangelistic  Theology^  the  Committee  on  the 
Election  of  Professors  issued  notices  to  the  Presbyteries  and  Synods  of 
the  Church  in  the  nsaal  form,  in  terms  of  Act  X.,  Assembly  1859. 

Retoms  have  been  received  from  60  Presbyteries  and  13  Synods. 
Qeren  names  have  been  proposed,  viz. : — 

(1.)  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  by  43  Presbyteries  and  12  Synods. 

(2.)  Mr.  Fleming  Stevenson,  Dublin,  by  26  Presbyteries  and  9 
Synods. 

(3.)  Mr.  Wilson,*  Barclay  Church,  Edinburgh,  by  26  Presbyteries 
and  8  Synods. 

(4)  Mr.  Miller,  Madras,  by  16  Presbyteries  and  4  Synods. 

(5.)  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  by  6  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

(6.)  Mr.  Smith  of  Corsock,  by  3  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

(7.)  Dr.  John  Robson,  Aberdeen,  by  3  Presbyteries  and  1  Synod, 

(8.)  Dr.  Goold,  by  2  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

(9.)  Dr.  Stewart  of  Lovedale,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod, 
(10.)  Mr.  James  Johnston,  Glasgow,  by  1  Presbytery. 
(11.)  Mr.  Gardner,  late  of  Poena,  by  1  Presbytery. 

•  Mr.  Wilson,  by  letter  to  the  Convener  of  Irt  April,  desiwa  that  he  abould  not  l>e 
Dominated  for  the  vacant  Chair. 

ALEX.  BEITH,  Convener. 
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FRKBTTERIB& 


1.  Aberdeen 


3. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24. 

25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 

36. 
37. 
38. 

39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 

44. 
45. 
46. 

47. 


.. «.»..• 


Aherlour  

Abemetky    .... 

Abertarff 

Alford 

Arbroath 

Auehttrarder  

Ayr 

Biggar  and  I^ehue... 

Breadalhane   

Brethin    

Caiikntse 

Chanonry 

Cupar  

DaUeeiih  

I)ter 

Dingwall 

Dornoch  

Dumbarton 

Dumfries 

Duiilane:. 

Dundte    


NAMSS  PBOPOBBD. 


Dunfermline    

Dunkeld  

Dunoon   

Dun$e  and  Chimeide 

Edinburgh  

Ehin    ~ 

£Uan 

^ordoun  ............... 

Fordyce   

Forfar 

Forre$ 

Oarioeh    «.. 

OUugow  ..• 

Greenock « 

Haddington  db  Dunbar 
HamiUon  ........»«...•• 

Inveraray    

InvemesB 

Irvine  

/»to.y 

Jedburgh 

KeUo  and  Lauder  ... 
Kincardine  O'Neil... 

Kinroae    

Kintyre    


Mr.  J.  H.  Wilaon,  Mr.  Miller,  Madns,  Mr.  F.  Stmas, 
Dr.  T.   Bmitk 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Mr.  WOaoii. 

Dr.  T.  Smith. 

Mr.  J.  H.  WUtoD,  Mr.  Miller,  Madras 

Dr.  T.  Smith.'Dr.  J.  Rohson,  Mr.~HiUer,  Mr.  Stevost. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  F.  SteTenson,  Mr.  Wilaoo,  Mr.  UiBp. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  SteTeneoo. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  J^H.  Wilaon. 

Dr.  J.  Rohson,  Mr.  F.  SteTensoD,  Mr.  Miller. 

Dr.  Smilh,  Mr.  liiller,  Medrii.  | 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  F.  Stevenaon. 

Mr.  F.  Stevenson.  < 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith. 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Dr.'M.  MitbheB. 

Dr.  T.  Smilh. 

Dr.  Stewart,  LoTedale,  Mr.  Miller,  Madras. 

Mr.  R.  Smith,  A.M.,  Oorsock. 

Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  Mx.  James  Johnston,- GHsuvk     ' 

Dr.  'John  Rohson,  U.P.,  Aberdeen,  Mr.  F.  S\gte», 

Dr.T.fimith. 
Mr.  Miller. 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  SteTenson,  Mr.  Miller,  Dr.  T.  9«i 

Mr.  F.  SteTenson,  Mr.  Wilson. 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson. 

Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  Mr.  J.H.  Wilaon. 

Mr.  Miller. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  F.  Steyenson. 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.^l^sou. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  F.  SteTenson. 

Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  M.  Mitchell. 

Mr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ssiitii, 

Gorsock. 
Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Dr.  Marraj  MitcheU,^^Mr.  F.^SteTcwc 
Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Miller. 
Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Qanber,  Mr.  Wiliot 

Dr.  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilaon. 
Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  F.  SteTenson. 
Dr.  Smith. 
«Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Wilson,  Dr.  a 

Mitchell. 
Decline  to  nominate. 


Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  M.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Wilson. 


tTir. 


ELECTION  OF  PROFE8SOB8. 


4d.  Kirkeald^    ... 
49.  Kirteudbrighi 

^Lanark    

51.  Ltwi»   

b2,Lumtkgoio  ... 

53.  Locheamm  ... 

54.  Lockerbie 

55.  Lorn , 

56.  Jfei^le 

57.  if«a 

58.  Nairn 

59.  Orkney. 

m.PaitUy , 

61.  Penponi 

61?ertA 

63.  St  Andrewe 
H.  Selkirk 

^^SkeOand 

^SkyeandUiei. 

a  Stirling 

^  Strannur    .... 
^.Strathbogie  .... 

:o.  row...... 

71.  Tongue..^ 

72.  Timif 

73.  WigUfwn 

71 /to^,    


NAMES  PROPOSED. 


Decline  to  nominate. 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Smith,  Corsock. 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith. 

Dr.  Thos.  Smith. 

Mr.  F.  StoTenson. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  StoTenson. 

Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Goold. 

Dr;  Smith,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Stevenson. 

Dr.  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller. 

Dr.  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 

Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  R  Wilson. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Mr. 

Miller. 
Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson. 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 


SYNODS. 


SYNOD. 


NAMES  PROPOSED. 


I  Aberdeen 

2.  Angvs  and  Mearn$j .. 

^^Wft 

*-i>um/nei,    

5- ^i^e, ......'. 

6.  OoUowayf    

7.  Glatgow  and  Ayr, ... 

«•  Gfewe^,   

J-  IfOiiandt  TSeeeddale, 

J-««rwandTmotdafe, 

U.  Moray, 

\l'  ^ertkand  SHrUng^,, 
mh 


Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Dr.  Thos.  Smith, 
Mr.  Miller,  Madras. 

Dr.  John  Bobson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Dr.  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 

Mr»  Smith,  Corsock,  Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Dr.  Groold. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  Suggested  that  previoos  to  appointment 
the  opinion  of  the  whole  Church  should  be  got 
whether  ought  to  be  temporarv  or  permanent. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Stevenson,  Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Dr.  Goold. 

Mr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Mr. 
R.  Smith,  Corsock,  Mr.  Miller,  Dr.  Stewart,  Love- 
dale. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  W.  F.  Stevenson. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Mnrraj  Mitohell. 

Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Wilson. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell. 

Dr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Miller. 


ALEX.  BEITH,  Convener. 


No.  xvm. 
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THE    CUSTODIER    OF   TITLES 

/n  terms  of  Act  IX.,  Assembly   1875. 


MAY  1880. 


b  compliance  with  the  duty  laid  on  him  bj  the  Act  IX.,  Assembly 
^75,  the  Custodier  of  Titles  has  made  inqniries  into  the  Sales  and 
n&sferenoes  of  Property  anthorised  by  the  Assemblies  since  1875,  so 
V  as  these  had  not  been  satisfactorily  concladed  at  the  date  of  his  last 
^Tiy  and  he  now  begs  to  submit,  in  the  accompanying  Appendix,  a 
(dement  of  the  present  position  of  each  case. 

"Hie  only  case  of  a  sale  completed  daring  the  past  year,  in  which  the 
'loirements  of  Act  VIII.,  Assembly  1863,  have  not  been  fully  complied 
^  is  that  of  the  Free  North  Church,  Greenock.  That  congregation 
^  recently  made  a  successful  effort  to  clear  off  the  debt  on  their  new 
'inarch,  and,  although  a  sum  of  £1125  still  remains,  following  the  course 
i^opted  with  regard  to  Portobello  last  year,  the  Custodier  proposes  to 
^  the  case  on  receiving  a  Minute  from  the  Deacons'  Court  pledging 
^snuelTeB  to  make  every  effort  to  pay  off  the  debt  within  a  period  of  ten 

^e  Grant  to  the  Candlish  Memorial  Church,  Glasgow,  from  the  pro- 
^  of  Haitland  Church,  Glasgow,  has  not  yet  been  drawn. 

Humbly  reported  by 

JAMES  MACDONALD,  W.S., 

Custodier  of  TUlea. 
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APPENDIX. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  1875  :- 

1.  KnriiB  AND  Cults. — ^The  money  alluded  to  in  the  B«port  to  the  AmbU; 
of  1877  is  still  deposited  in  Bank,  in  ike  name  of  the  General  Treasurer. 

2.  St.  Andrew's,  Dundee.        ^  •»  *!.•      v      v       j        •    xv  j  — 


O.    JUUM&TOM  ana  nUESTWIOK.       /        xv  *. 


5.  Roxburgh  Manse,  Edinburgh. — ^The  proceeds  of  the  old  Msom  ttl 
remain  invested  in  the  name  of  the  Greneral  Treasurer. 

6.  GovAN,    Gaelic  . — ^The  Titles  have   not  yet  been    deposited  with  tk 
Custodier. 

7.  Tobermory. — The  Title  to  the  new  Church  has  been  duly  completed  ii 
terms  of  the  Model  Trust  Deed,  and  deposited  with  the  Custodier. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OF  1876 :— 

1.  Wyno  Church,  Glasgow. — ^The  Titles  of  the  new  Church  and  Hafl^ 
been  duly  completed  in  terms  of  the  Model  Trust-Deed,  and  deposited  with ^ 
Custodier. 

2.  St.  David's,  GLASOow.—Kothing  has  been  done  during  the  past  yctf. 

3.  Bridgegate  Manse,  Glasgow. — The  Manse  has  been  exposed  to  iale,M 
no  offers  were  received. 

4.  CoupAR- Angus. — ^The  School  has  been  sold  for  £230,  and  the  price  bit  bees 
expended  in  the  erection  of  a  new  School  or  Hall  on  part  of  the  Church  fas- 

5.  North  Manse,  Stirling. — The  free  proceeds  of  this  Manse  remain  i&refW 
in  the  name  of  the  General  Treasurer. 

6.  DuRRis  School. — The  renunciation,  authorised  by  the  Assembly  has  now  b(« 
carried  out ;  and  the  sum  of  £150  received  as  the  vidue  of  the  buildiag  hac  b^ 
applied  in  liquidation  of  the  oongregational  debt,  whi^  has  now  been  deaitdcl 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OF  1877 :— 

1.  Anderston,  Glasgow. — ^The  Church  and  School  have  been  advetiatdiif 
sale,  but  no  suitable  offer  has  yet  been  received. 

2.  North  Church,  Greenock. — ^The  old  Church  has  been  sold  for  £8000,  tf^ 
a  new  Church  has  been  acquired  at  the  cost  of  £6200.  The  title  of  the  oe* 
Church  is  in  terms  of  the  Model  Trust-Deed,  with  a  qualifying  cUose^  hoverer, 
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eiubliiig  ike  Trustees  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  paying  tlie  original  cost  of 
the  buldiii^  A  debt  of  £1126  still  exists,  which  the  congregation  hope 
padoally  to  dear  ofL 

4;  K^Mansb,  Edinburgh.  1     No  steps  have  been  taken  in  these  cases 

5.  PoMitOBH  J  during  the  past  year. 

6.  Lesur — ^The  old  Church  has  been  repeatedly  offered  for  sale,  but  a  pur- 
ehiser  has  not  yet  been  found. 

7.  West  Kilbripr. — This  transaction  has  not  yet  been  carried  out. 

8.  Frasrrburoh. — The  Title  of  the  new  Church,  completed  in  terms  of  the 
Model  IVost-Deed,  has  been  deposited  with  the  Custodier. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OF  1878  :— 

i  Macdonald  Chttrch,  Glasgow. — ^The  existing  depression  of  the  property- 
>ttket  deters  the  Beacons'  Court  from  selling  in  the  meantime. 

2.  60RBALS,  GLAfioow. — ^The  idea  of  erecting  a  new  Church  has  been 
^doned  for  the  present,  but  the  existing  Church  has  been  repaired  at  a  cost 

«f£60a 

3.  ToNGLAHB  Maksr. — ^Thc  Title  of  the  new  Manse  is  in  draft,  but  is  not  yet 

^7  adjusted. 

i  Old  CumrocK. — The  sale  of  the  minerals' was  carried  at  the  sight  of  the 
^^*i3todier,  and  the  proceeds  applied  in  repairing  the  Church. 

5«  BiiTH. — No  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  sale  in  this  case. 

6.  CupAR-FiFR. — The  old  Church  has  been  sold  for  £525,  and  the  proceeds 
u^e  been  applied  in  erecting  a  HaU  in  connection  with  the  new  Church.  The 
Titles  of  the  new  Church  and  Hall,  completed  in  terms  of  the  Model  Trust-Deed, 
Hve  been  deposited  with  the  Custodier. 

*•  St.  Akdrrw*s  School,  Duhdrr — In  this  case  the  Deacons'  Court  is  still 
litiog  for  a  more  favourable  market. 

S.  KippKN. — The  Title  of  the  new  Church  has  been  completed  in  terms  of  the 
Jlodel  Tmst^Deed,  and  lodged  with  the  Custodier.  The  sale  of  the  old  Church 
"*  not  yet  been  effected, 

9.  OBAK._The  Title  to  the  new  Hall  has  not  yet  heen.  completed. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OF  1879  :— 
1  Carpbbltown. 


^-  Paktusl^^'*'*'    (^°  these  cases  sales  have  not  yet  been  effected,  mainly 


^'  FntsT  Church,  Blairgowrir. — The  excambion  has  been  earned  out,  but 
(be  coatnct  has  not  yet  been  sent  to  the  Custodier. 
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5.  Ardow  akd  Torloisx. — The  uJe  of  the  School-house  hM  been  carried  oat, 
and  the  proceeds  haye  been  applied  to  congregational  pnipoaes.  A  proper  Titk 
has  also  been  obtained  for  the  Chorch,  and  lodged  with  the  Costodier. 

6.  EiRKOALDY. — Nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  in  this  caae. 

8.  Nbwington  Mansb,  Edinbubgh.  j         ^„  of  sale        "*""•*"'""  " 

9.  Frbb  St.  Cuthbbrt'b,  Edinbxtboh. — This  transaction  is  in  oonise  d  «• 
pletion. 

10.  CoLLBSSiB. — The  Beacons*  Court  are  at  present  negotiating  a  nleof  t^ 
Manse. 

11.  St.  Akdrbw*s  CHtTRCH,  DuNDBB. — The  power  to  borrow  has  not  bta 
exercised. 

JAMES  MACDONALD,  W.S. 
Owtodier  <^  TiOu. 


No.  XIX. 


$ttt  Cl^urr^  ai  Srotlanb, 


REPORT 


ON- 


SiBBATH  SCHOOLS  AND  THE  YOUNG. 


1880. 


I-^reportiDg  progresB  for  the  past  year,  the  Committee  rejoice  to  state 
ittt  the  aspect  of  the  Sabbath-school  work  of  the  Church,,  as  presented 
a  the  great  amount  of  information  received,  continues  to  be  most 

fflcouraging. 

There  is  apparent  throughout  a  gradual  and  gratifying  development 
^  systematic  action  of  the  various  lines  of  effort  suggested  and  referred 
^  la  former  Beports  to  the  Assembly.  Great  progress  is  being  made- 
-^  ^proving  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers  f  in  the  providing  of  a  portion 
^f  the  children  in  the  regular  pulpit  services;  and  perhaps  most 
■stably  of  all,  in  the  greatly  increasing  interest  in  this  vitally  impor- 
^t*  subject  manifested  throughout  by  the  Kirk-Sessions,  Presbyteriep, 
^^  Synods  of  the  Church.  On  all  those  points,  and  many  others,  ample 
lustration  will  be  found  in  the  remaining  pages  of  the  Report.  Though, 
ii^Bome  of  these,  there  may  seem  no  great  variety,  it  is  thought  well  thus 
i^Dtbaoosly  to  present  them  to  the  Church,  not  only  as  showing  the  vast 
^oant  of  thought  and  labour  bestowed,  but  as  a  stimulous  and  encour 
H^ment  to  others  to  go  and  do  likewise. 

^  <lQery  inserted  in  this  year's  Schedule,  in  reference  to  "  Hopeful 

^^iications  of  spiritual  good  results,''  has  brought  out  that  these  exist  to 
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a  larger  extent  than  had  been  snpposedi  even  in  view  of  the  mauita 
increase  of  earnestness  in  the  work.    From  no  fewer  than  80  differeBt 
localitieSy  it  is  intimated  that  there  is  reason  to  belieye  that,  noAor 
less,  there  had  been  tokens  of  blessing  in  the  Sabbath-schook  Tk» 
notices,  given  in  a  great  variety  of  ways,  are  all  the  more  enooon^B^ 
because  of  the  wise  caution  with  which  tbey  are  uniformly  apr»ed 
There  has  been  no  general ''  wave  of  blessing"  like  that  in  mamlk 
1874.    But  like  the  slow-growing  plan€  which  often  proves  thek^ 
it  is  evident  that  in  many  places  the  seed  of  the  word,  patiendjui 
prayerfully  sown,  is  taking  sure  root,  and  bringing  forth  fruit  QDto  li!e 
eternal.     It  is  cheering,  moreover,  by  the  tone  of  those  answeis,  to  lie 
assured  that  so  many  of  the  teachers  are  not  only  earnest  in  teaching,  1st 
that  they  watch  for  souls,  as  those  that  must  give  account 

The  great  increase,  practically,  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  effort,  tk 
Committee  cannot  but  again  largely  attribute  to  the  circulation,  jear  bf 
year,  of  their  Report  to  the  Gkneral  Assembly  among  all  the  Sabbatb* 
school  teachers  of  the  Church.     Every  suggestion  or  method  stated  is 
the  Report  as  already  in  use,  is  thus  made  known  to  all ;  subsequent  retoni 
showing  how  largely  many  of  these  suggestions  have  been  tpproprii^ 
and  put  in  practice  in  other  schools,  to  the  great  advantage  and  pfi^ 
of  the  work. 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Jibk!  ^ 
Napier  of  Glasgow,  a  respected  elder  of  the  Church,  who  defrayrf  ^ 
expense  of  the  circulation,  to  the  extent  of  17,000  copies,  of  the  B^ 
for  last  year. 

The  plan  has  been  proposed,  and  to  some  extent  profitably  p&t  Q 
practice,  of  the  holding  of  a  conference  shortly  after  receipt  of  the  Bep^^ 
for  circulation  among  the  Sabbath-school  teachers,  when  mioister, 
superintendent,  and  teachers  might  go  over  it  together,  with  a  viev  ^ 
utilising  the  various  hints  and  suggestions  which  it  may  he  fonod  '*^ 
contain. 


Summary  of  Statistics. 

Last  year,  as  well  as  for  many  years  preceding,  it  has  been  the  pt^' 
lege  of  the  Committee  to  report,  year  by  year,  a  steady  advance  in  ^ 
Sabbath-school  operations  of  the  Church.  This  year,  they  rejoice  to  oii 
forms  no  exception.     In  every  separate  total  of  the  statistics  receireu 
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(tibolated  on  pp.  28-3«  cff  this  Report)  there  is  again  an  increase,  as 
<lh}wn  in  the  following  summary  :-^ 

XmixR  OF  Sabbath-Schools,  Congregational  and  Miwionary,    .         1,950 
Sfiyiea  Clabsbs,  indndiog  Minijitere',        .  .  .  .         J^187 

Total,  3,137 


Being  an  increaM  over  last  year  of  14  Schools  and  87  Senior  Glasses. 

&UtBATH-SCBOOL  TbACHKSS — 

Male,         •  .  •  .  .  8,1«1 

Female     .  .  .  ,  ^  8,802 

16,453 

T84CHnts  OF  Sknmr  Classbs,  imduding  Ministers,  .  ,         1,216 


Total  Enoaokd  ik  TjsACHiKe,  17,669 


««ig  an  increase  otbt  last  year  of  131  Ordinaiy,  and  46  Senior  Class  Teachers. 

^BATH  SCHOLABS  AT  OBBINABir  SCHOOLB — 

Male,         .....  72,948 

Female,     .  .  .  ,  .         82,264 

^OB«LASS  AT  SkKTOB  ClASSBS — 


155,212 


Male,         .  .  .  .  ,  18,264 

*««alei     -  .  •  ,  .         24,630 


42,894 


Total  undbb  iNSTRucmoN,        19106 


^ngsn  increase  over  last  year  of  8,347,~namely,  6,811  Junior,  and  1,636 

Senior  Scholars. 
The  above  numbers  show  on  an  average  nearly  2  Sabbath*- 

"chools  to  every  congregation  in  the  Church,  and  a 

Koior  class  connected  with  each  congregation. 
Meich  of  the  Sabbath-schools  the  returns  show  an  average 

attendance  of  veiy  nearly  80,  and  an  average  of  nearly 

10  scholars  in  each  class. 
^  the  16,453  teachers,  there  are  151  more  females  than 

Qi^es;  while  among  the  155,212  scholars,  ordinary, 

^le  are  9316  more  girls  than  boys. 

"  CniLDKiir'g  Rbcobo  " — 

Copies  drcolated  in  Schools,  monthly,  .  ^  .69  072 

Circulated  otherwise,  •  «...  6  928 

Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  2000. 

Total  monthly  circulation,        76,000 


^ASmTH-ScHOOL  MlSSIOKABT  CONTBIBITTIONS — 

Total  contributions  for  the  year,  ....       £4,522    3  11 


Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  £82,  5s.  Id. 
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From  careful  and  minate  statistics  recently  taken  up  in  the  Trnhj- 
tery  of  Glasgow,  the  following  are  among  the  interesting  results  gathered, 
as  to  the  Sabbath-school  work  within  the  bounds : — 

'^  In  four-sevenths  of  our  congregations  there  are  strictly  congn^ 
tional  Sabbath-schools. 

^'  In  five-sevenths  there  are  mission  schools,  and  in  as  manj,  aixti 
schools. 

"  Only  one  congregation  is  without  any  Sabbath-school. 

"  There  is  an  average  of  2  senior  classes  in  each  school,  and  ofSiadiit 
classes  for  every  7  congregations. 

"  In  five-sevenths  of  congregations,  there  are  ministecs'  (strictly  sc) 
Bible-classes,  with  an  average  attendance  of  92  in  each. 

<<Iq  each  congregation,  an  average  of  5  ofiSce-bearers  engaged  in  tb 
work ;  elders  in  proportion  to  deacons  as  2  to  1. 

^  Five-sevenths  of  the  schools  are  open  all  the  year  round,  and  ab^ 
all  for  10  or  11  months. 

*^  In  three-fourths  of  the  congregations  there  are  Libraries  of  ooofider- 
able  size,  and  apparently  well  used. 

<*Iq  about  half,  the  teachers  meet  weekly  to  go  over  the  lessons; and b 
three-fourths,  there  are  Sabbath-school  Associations. 

"  In  more  than  half,  ministers  take  special  notice  of  the  young  in  Cbadi 
services  :  Of  these,  one-seventh  do  so  weekly^  one-ninth  monthly,  ooe-ab^ 
quarterly,  one-sixth  frequently  or  occasionally.'' 

Following  the  practice  which  has  been  found  so  useful  in  formerjei^ 
the  Committee  now  present,  arranged  under  various  heads,  a  great  nnetr 
of  details  and  suggestions,  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  0^^- 
Numerous  as  these  are,  they  would  have  been  much  more  so,  if  thertli^' 
of  the  Committee  had  been  more  uniformly  complied  with,  that  U' 
Congregational  returns  furnished  to  Presbyteries  shoald  afterwards  be  !(&'• 
on  to  the  Committee.     When  this  is  not  done,  or  when  the  oongregadossi 
notes  are  not  fully  transcribed,  the  information  and  hints  which  maoj  o; 
them  contain  are  of  course  rendered  useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  requested.      A  small  increase  of  attention  to   this  mattet  vooi^i 
greatly  enhance  the  usefulness  of  the  Committee's  Report.     For  ti:< 
great  amount  of  labour  and  trouble  which  in  many  Presbyteries  ai>^ 
Synods  continue  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  subject,  they  anew  record  ik^- 
grateful  obligations. 

Supervision  and  Encouragement  by  Ministers^ 
Kirk-Sessions,  and  Presbyteries. 

Two  of  the  Queries  proposed  were  the  following :  "  Are  the  Sabb»iJ»- 
schools  periodically  under  the  consideration  of  the  Kirk-session?"  "^ 
Teachers  and  Superintendents  appointed,  or  their  appointments  confirac . 
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h  the  Sesaon  ?"  In  coDnection  with  these  queries  a  great  amount  of 
bterestiog  infonnation  has  been  received,  as  well  as  in  reference  to  the 
eoconngements  giyea,  in  many  various  ways,  by  ministers  and  presby- 
tetiea  Among  many  other  new  suggestions,  special  interest  will  be  felt 
io  the  practice  followed,  as  undernoted,  in  Barony  and  Hutchesontotvn, 
Glasgow,  In  ao  former  year  have  the  notes  on  this  subject  been  so 
DnmeroDS  or  so  varied  in  character. 

'' Visitation  by  members  of  session  onoe  amonth," — (Pilrig^  Edinburgh.) 
*^  Session  instruct  two  of  their  number  to  visit  schools  occasionally  during 
fk  moDths  of  their  appointment." — {Leith^  St.  John^s.)  '*  Visitation  by 
deputation  from  session  every  three  months,  with  report  to  session  of  state 
cf  scbool." — {^Dunse.)  '^Session  gives  each  teacher  an  '  Illustrated  Bible 
DictioQary.'*' — {AUamion)  *' Session  consulted  when  teachers  are  pro- 
?jfied ;  if  nominees  not  approved,  moderator  appointed  to  dissuade  appli- 
'utfor  time  being." — [Ocdston.)  ''  Superintendent  appointed  by  teachers, 
tubers  appointed  by  superintendent,  both  subject  to  approval  of  kirk- 
*«on." — {Kilmarnock^  Henderson.)  *'  A  quarterly  service  at  which  all 
3^w  teachers  are  admitted  by  minister  and  session,  after  an  address  suit- 
ibie  to  the  work ;  this  hitherto  on  a  prayer-meeting  evening,  but  it  is  pro- 
]»s6d  to  have  the  next  at  a  regular  diet  of  worship  on  Sabbath." — 
iBorony,  CRasgow.)  '*  The  teachers  are  mostly  selected,  after  training  in 
the  miDiBter's  Bible-class,  by  minister  and  superintendent" — (East  Park, 
Ulasgow.)  <'  Members  of  session  are  invited  to  teachers'  quarterly  business 
(meetings;  general  snperintendent  must  be  a  member  of  session;  all 
teachers  must  be  approved  of  by  Ression.'' — (Glasgow^  Bote  Street.) 
"Session  appoints  an  elder  monthly  to  visit  schools  and  report" — (Gku- 
T'^i  Quten^B  Park.)  '^  Deputy  from  session,  as  a  rule,  monthly  to  schools 
tod  classes ;  Deacons'  Coort  supply  teachers  with  Sabbath-school  MsLgtL- 
^^^.^'''{Okugow^  Cunningham.)  '^  Session  have  reports  from  Sabbath- 
schools  quarterly.  Schools  visited  by  committee  of  session  twice  a  year. 
^ion  has  agreed  to  keep  roll  of  children,  and  to  inquire  as  to  their 
^•tendance  at  Sabbath-school."— (iTtrJb'nhTZocA,  St.  David's.)  «  Teachers 
^  proposed  atone  and  admitted  at  following  meeting  of  Society,  receiving 
^«  right  hand  of  fellowship  after  a  dedicatory  prayer.  Superintendent 
'Pl«inted  by  the  teachers'  society  under  the  supervision  of  session." — 
[iilasgoWf  Hutchesontawn.) 

''Session  visits  schools  in  rotation  to  encourago  the  teachers  and 
^•dress  the  scholars." — (Etrkintiliochj  St.  Andreui^s!)  '*  Superintendents 
^fe  appointed  by  Sabbatn-school  Association,  which  consists  of  teachers 
^nd  the  members  of  session  ex  officio  ;  others  appointed  subject  to  review 
^f  BessioD." — (Cathcart.)  ''  Minister  and  elders  do  all  in  their  power  to 
procure  efficient  teachers,  with  much  success ;  reference  frequently  made 
^rom  the  pulpit  to  the  work  carried  on  in  the  Sabbath-school.  Eight 
elders  and  twenty-six  deacons  engaged  in  the  Sabbath-schools;  reports 
^^time  to  time  to  the  session  and  Deacons'  Court" — {Oovan,  St.  Mary's.) 
Affairs  of  Sabbath-school  statedly  considered  by  kirk-session.  Schools 
^ited  by  minister." — (Bannockhtm.)  **  Session  interest  themselves  in 
^^&irs  of  Sabbath-school ;  only  those  considered  efiBcient  are  asked  to  be 
teachers."— (5<W»iiy,    West)     "Superintendent  appointed  by  session. 
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teachers  by   superintendent/' — {Perth,  St  Leonard's;  Broughtif-Ferryf 
St,  Luke's;  Panbride,)     "  Periodical  visit  of  school  by  session,  members 
remaining  the  whole  time,,  and  going  from  class  to  class,  thus  impressiof 
on  teachers  and  children  the  importance  attachecl'  by  the  session  to  tlie 
Sabbath-school.    She  session  look  out  for  proper  teacheas,  several  memben 
of  it  being  teachers  themselves.     Superintendent  appointed  by  EesBorr, 
and  he,,  assisted  by  elders,,  appoints  the  teachers." — (P€rth,.SL  Stephen'*. 
'*  Deputation  from  session  visits  schools^" — (AuehterarderJ}     ^bnal 
report  by  superintendent  to  session ;  superintendent  appointed  hjmn, 
teachers  by  him  aod  Sabbath-school  association." — {Cupoar-Fife^  *^Seboc>ls 
superiBtended  by  session,  and  by  Sabbath-school  Crommittee  «{ipoii.te>^ 
from  members  of  congregation.**^ — (Barv^^     '^  Superintendent  s^Yk\r\ 
by  session,  teachers  by  Sabbath-school  teachers'  assooiationJ* — {Aler^ 
St.  CUmenfs^    ''  Association,  of  which  all  the  teachen  are  members,  m 
the  minister  is  president,  has,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  kirk-sesskn. 
the  practical  management  of  Sabbath-scboolSw    Meetings  qoarterlj  faf 
social  intercourse  among  teachers,  when  businesB  is  transacted  aod  a  p»pa 
read."— (ii^ercfowi^  Trinity.) 

**  Teachers  and  superintendent  appointed  and  confirmed  by  sesnoD.''— 
(Euthriestonj  Aberdeen ;  FerryhUl ;  Mariners^  Aberdeen.)    "  Ad  eli<:x 
appointed  to  visit  schools  monthly,  and  report!* — {Holbum,  Aberdeen.) 
*'  Minister    is    superintendent,   and    appoints  teachers/' — (Kingtvell^l 
**  Schools  visited  by  deputation  from  Presbytery." — {Aberdeen,  Marinen.} 
"Elders,  by  appointment  of  session,. visit  sohools, — an  elder  presLDtein 
evening.     Schools  ezami&ed  twice  a  year  in  presence  of  congregatiooj^ 
examiners  appointed  by  session..    Superintendent  appointed  by  sesiA 
teachers  by  assoixation,.  but  confirmed  by  session."— (JSTfUMc'a,  Aberi^) 
''  Schools  superintended  and  teachers  appointed  by  session,  elders  uki&g 
charge  in  rotation." — {Invsrffordem,)    Eight  eUers  and  sizdeacotf'-'* 
among  the  teachers. — {Polhkshields.).    ^*  Best  encouragement  by  tf»^ 
is  for  members  of  it  to  take  part  in  the  work  ;.  the  scholars  then  ^''' 
turn  do  good  to  the  sessioa;  everything  that  brings  them  together  ^ 
good." — {Cromartji^), 


Training,  Lesaons,  Preparation,  Prayer,  eta 

A  marked  feature  of  progress  in  the  returns  received  is  in  tbe  coq* 
tinued  and  greatly  extended  efibrts  fos  the  aid  and  enooungeiDeot  of 
teachers  by  ministers  and  kirk-sessions,,  as  well  as  among  (hemseke^ 
In  many  places,  *'  model  '^  or  training  classes  have  been  held.  By  reqQc^ 
of  the  Committee,  one  was  last  wintes  conducted  by  the  CoDvener,  oc 
Sabbath  mornings,  in  the  New  College,. Edinburgh..  There  wsssi^ 
attendance;  but  the  Committee  recommend  that  a  week  eTening^ 
preferable  for  the  purpose,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  S^bbit- 

• 

morning  associations,  now  so  numerous  in  connection  with  congn^tios^ 
A  most  cheering  token  throughout  the  notes  now  given,,  is  the  pervadiog 
spirit  of  prayerfulness,  and  of  humble  dependence  upon  the  Spint  ot 
Ghxi.    It  is  believed  that  the  stimulus  and  ezamele  which  tbey  afford  «i^ 
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19  more  forcibly  presented  by  quoting  tbose  notes  in  detail,  than  by 
Krelj  sammarising  them,  although  necessarily  the  methods  followed 
re  in  many  cases  similar  to  each  other. 

"Weekly  and  monthly  meetings  f»)r  prayer." — (Corstorphine,) 
Sobseqaent  lesson  made  subject  at  congregational  weekly  prayer- 
leeting."— (Oomoiuf,  KirkUsUmy  Coekpeny  Dalkeith;  WaUacetoumy  Ayr; 
^(trtidcj  Okugow;  St.  Marlds^  Glasgow;  Kinning  Park^  Glasgow; 
^riodthdm;  Knox^s^  Aberdeen;  Sandbank;  Dunoon;  Lerwick.*' — 
Prajer-meeting  weekly  at  close  of  school" — (Dollar^  and  Cupar-Fife,) 

''Weekly  meeting  of  teachers  for  preparation  and  prayer." — (C7ra- 
^fid,  Moray^  Newington^  PUrig^  Pleasance^  St.  Bemard\  St.  iMke's, 
'l^ttiburgk ;  LauriesUm^  Falkirk;  GaJsUm;  Young  Street^  Glasgow; 
.'rsHstofi  HtUf  Glasgow;  Euthergleny  East;  Wynd,  Glasgow;  Chieen's 
P^,  Glasgow  ;  KirldnHllochf  8t,  DamcTs;  Fairhaim,  Glasgow;  Mary- 
^il  Glasgow ;  Govan^  St.  Coluniba's ;  Campbelton,  Lome  Street ; 
^A^bdlon^  Lochend;  Knox*s,  St.  LeonarcPs,  St.  Stephen' Sy  and  West^ 
M;  Dundee^  High;  Chapelshadsy  Dundee;  Broughty-Ferry]  West; 
^Wfe,  Barryy  FerryhUL,  Aberdeen;  Greyfriari^  Aberdeen;  Gallow- 
^^  Aberdeen;  KingsweUs^  Woodside,  Aberdeen;  West^  and  South, 
^deen.) 

**Tetchers  meet  monthly  for  prayer  and  conference." — [Cowgate, 
Vos/ield,  Viewforthj  Edinburgh ;  Musselburgh;  Penicuik;  Middle,  Perth; 
^daiUf  Missionj  Aberdeen;  Int>ergordon ;  Stanley;  Scone.)  '' Sabbath- 
^]  lesson  made  subject  at  Sabbath  Morning  Association." — {Dean^  St. 
^(f »,  Edinburgh. ) 

"Tescbers*  prayer-meeting  first  Sabbath  of  each  month,  with  confer- 
•aceas  to  work ;  much  good  resulting." — (Dunse,  Greenlaw.)  "  Training 
lass  for  young  teachers,  study  of  a  standard  book  on  Sabbath-school 
mhing,  systematic  study  of  Bible,  New  Testament  books  analysed, 
9eci6c  purpose  and  contents  of  each  explained ;  minister  explains  subse- 
^i^Qt  lesson  each  Tuesday  evening." — (Hurlford.)  '*  Contemplated  to 
'^^  a  competent  teacher  to  give  instruction  on  teaching."— -(JTi/mar- 
^  Orange.)  *' Minister  explains  from  pulpit  on  Sabbath  the 
?istion  of  Shorter  Catechism  to  be  repeated  in  Sabbathnschool  that 
naing." — (Saltcoats.)  **  Fortnightly  meetbg  with  minister  for  study 
^  l«»on.'' — (Stewarton.)  **  Model  class  part  of  the  year." — 
[hnidcj  Glasgow.),  •*  Teachers'  monthly  prayer-meeting  addressed 
^  minister  and  elders." — {College,  Glasgow.)  *'M^el  lessons 
^gU  by  minister." — {Dowanvale,  Partiek.)  "Prayer-meeting  of 
^•cberB  on  Saturday  evenings." — {Fairbaim,  Glasgow.)  "Quarterly 
*^>i  meetings  of  teachers  give  much  stimulus." — (Chryston.)  "  Teachers 
Qieet  monthly,  ordinary  school  business  considered,  lesson  explained 
«V^*  of  teachers,  with  free  conversation." — (Bine  Park,   Glasgow.) 

Frequent  meetings  of  teachers  on  week  evenings  as  to  their  work,  special 
p^yer-tneeting  every  Sabbath  morning,  monthly  meeting  of  all  workers, 
*^<if«tted  by  stranger,  with  conference." — (Shettlestone.)  "  Lesson  for 
Tm"^"?  expounded  at  forenoon  service." — (Cowcaddens^  Glasgow.) 
jj^achen^  association  meeting  fortnightly." — (Glasgow^  St.  Ikmd's;  and 
~7^  Chalmers)  "Minister  preaches  occasionally  from  Children's 
Golden  Text  on  day  it  falls  to  be  repeated."— (j^tfca^monc/Z.)    «  Minister 
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visits  school  every  Sabbath,  examining  whole  school  for  ten  minutes  ^ 
close  of  class  teaching." — (Kilc?ioman,)  '^  Quarterly  conference  of  te«cbe^ 
with  minister ;   minutes  kept.*' — [Tullibody.)     "  Annnal  conference  (\ 
Sabbath-school  teachers  nnder  aospices  of  the  Presbytery  fonnd  oseM 
— (Presbytery  of  Perth.)     "  Weekly  teachers'  meeting,  both  male  a&i 
female  taking  part." — (NewUm  Mission^  Perth,)    *'  Occasional  iDeetiB«$ 
of  association,  minister  presiding  and  going  over  lesson." — (Ci^M) 
*'  Yonnger  teachers  attended  lectures  and  training  class  of  Dundee  Tiiia 
All  the  schools  have  meetings  of  teachers  for  prayer  and  basiDesoonor 
less  frequently.     Congregational  school  teachers  meet  for  prayer  at  ckise 
of  school  each  Sabbath  evening,  when  many  of  the  older  scholanttts^; 
this  meeting  has  been  very  useful." — (Dundee^  Dudhope,) 

'*  Most  of  the  teachers  attend  the  minister's  Bible-class." — (OhMt) 
'*  Books  on  Sabbath-school  work  circulated  by  superintendent  vm^ 
teachers." — (Barry.)  '*  Session,  after  consideration,  agreed  that  model 
class  be  taught  by  minister  quarterly  before  parents  and  teaebei^''- 
(Arbroath,  Knox's.)  "  Superintendent,  a  trained  teacher,  coodDcto » 
general  lesson." — (Torry.) 

"  Weekly  preparation  class,  quarterly  conference,  and  monthly  meetipg 
for  business." — {St.  Clements,  Aberdeen.)    ''Minister  makes  Sabbiih- 
school  lesson  the  subject  in  his  senior  class." — (CHleomston,  iiertfefR.) 
*'  Teachers'  association  meets  every  Sabbath  evening  for  prayer  nA 
counsel ;  found   very  helpful." — [Knoa^s,  Aberdeen.)     "  Prayer-meeMii 
and  conferences  of  teachers." — (Rosskeen,)    "  Weekly  teachers'  rs^ 
conducted  by  male  teachers  in  rotation ;  chairman  goes  over  lesioD  ib^ 
then  calls  upon  others ;  meeting  found  most  valuable." — (Hopt  ^ 
Glasgow.) 

"  Teachers  known  to  be  well  versed  in  Scripture  are  being  peiwti«^^ 
take  charge  of  a  class." — (Oargunnock.)  "Monthly  meeting  forpp^ 
and  conference." — {Martyrs\  Edinburgh.)  "  Occasional  social  bk^? 
of  teachers." — (Penicuik.)  "Teachers  go  over  lesson  at  a  weeW^^ 
meeting." — (Hawick^  East.)  "  Teachers  meet  for  prayer  and  confecffj 
usually  once  a  fortnight.'*— (iS/.  Andreu/s,  Haunch.)  "Sabbath^^ 
and  Bible  lessons  systematically  gone  over  at  fellowship  meetiDg." 
(Ladhope.)  "  Weekly  preparation  meeting ;  lesson  read  and  comiDeBttji 
on  from  pulpit  on  Sabbath;  regular  visitation  by  deputations  from  80000^ 
— (Presbytery  of  Paisley.) 

"  In  most  congregations  teachers  meet  periodically  for  prayer  iw 
preparation.  Minister  generally  present" — (Presbytery  of  Hm^^^ 
"  Some  ministers  have  special  meetings  with  their  teachers  for  pr^ 
tion." — (Presbytery  of  Lanark.) 

"  Teachers  meet  every  two  months  for  prayer  and  conference."— (^ 
barton,  High.)  "Scholars  examined  every  Sabbath  on  the  aftcn»« 
sermon." — (Helensburgh,  West)  "  Presbyterial  conference  witb  80f*^ 
intendents  held  in  Presbytery  Hall  in  February,  and  one  with  snp^J^ 
tendents  and  teachers  in  Assembly  Hall  in  March;  both  with  tx^ 
results."— (Pres&yt€ry  of  Edinburgh.)  "  Monthly  meeting  of  tcacte^ 
— (Langholm.)  "  Weekly  preparation  meeting." — (Sheu^an,  -^^"^ 
"Minister  goes  over  lessons  with  teachers." — (Olenluee.)  "Teacws 
meet  monthly  for  prayer  and  conference." — (MacmUlan,  Cas^-^^' 
Auchencaim  ;  Kirkcudbright.)  "  Monthly  meeting  of  ministers  m 
teachers  for  prayer  and  conference." — (Bothesay^  West;  Botke$»/f '"' 
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Parisk)  "  Lessen  gone  over  by  minister  in  church  every  Sabbath."— 
[Rothesay,  Gaelic;  Bothesay,  Free  Parish,  Inverurie.)  "Monthly 
BM^ting  of  ministers  and  teachers." — (Dunoon.)  "  In  Perth  an  annual 
conference  with  ofiSce-bearers  and  teachers  is  held ;  very  snocessful ;  last 
programme  as  follows : — 

I  DivonoNAL  ExxBCissB — to  he  condacted  by  the  Chaibman. 

n.  Addrsss  cm  the  Sabbath-School  System  ik  America. 

ni.  The  Impobtance  of  Sabbath-Sghool  Wobk  to  the  Chttbch — ^in  the 
way  of 

[cL)  Trainmg  the  Tmmg  to  hen^  by  the  MinUtry  </ the  Word. 

{b.)  Leading  them  to  fed  irUerested  im  ^  Church  and  Chwch  Work. 

IV.  DeVOTIOHAL  EEEBrWEH. 

V.  The  Valite  or  Sabbath-School  Wobk  to  the  Sgholabs — ^by  the 
influence 

(a.)  Of  the  Tra^  on  the  heart  and  conscience. 

(6.)  0/the  readier  (see  2  Tim.  ilL  14,  15). 

^\B. — The  speaker  introducing  each  topic  vfUl  be  restricted  to  10  minutes.  TherC' 
after  the  Meeting  will  be  thrown  open  for  haff-an-hour,  each  speaker 
being  resirieted  to  6  minutes. 

{Spod  of  Perth.)  **  Teachers'  prayer-meeting  in  several  congregations." 
^(Synod  of  Fife.)  "  Quarterly  meetings  of  teachers." — (Cluny.)  "  Pres- 
Wterj  yisit  all  the  schools  within  their  bounds.  Each  school  is  assigned 
')  a  minister,  superintendent,  or  elder,  to  be  visited  and  reported  upon. 
The  vitdtors  are  heartily  welcomed  in  their  work,  and  the  advantages  of 
tlis  method  are  generally  acknowledged.  Annual  social  conference  of 
Presbytery  with  teachers  held  in  September.  Professor  Balmond  read  a 
l^aper  on  '  the  position  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Sabbath-school  instruc- 
tion.' Subject  of  '  Sabbath-school  Literature '  introduced  and  discussed. 
At  request  of  Sabbath-school  Committee,  Professor  Binnie  delivered  four 
fctares  on  'the  Means  of  Grace.'  Reports  show  very  considerable 
^provement  as  regards  marking  of  attendance,  teaching  of  infants,  and 
^  proper  gradation  of  classes." — (Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.)  "  Minister 
BieetB  with  teachers  once  a  week  to  expound  lessons." — (Carloway, 

"Tbe  following  references  are  made  to  the  "  International "  scheme  of 
lessons,  with  notes  and  leaflets,  published  by  the  Messrs.  Nelson.  The 
^  of  these  appears  to  be  extending  steadily,  if  not  so  rapidly  as  might 
^^ve  been  expected  :— 

"Teachers  supplied  with  Nelson's  notes." — (Mayfield;  St.  Luke*s, 
^nhutgh;  SL  John's,  Ldth;  Houndwood ;  Reston;  Eestonbams;  Well- 
^a^  Dundee.)  '^  International  lessons  introduced,  witu  promise  of  much 
advantage."— (Botn^/brrf,  Musselburgh;  BarrhUl)  "Found  useful  in 
pfJ)moting  efficiency  of  teachers."— {^/toa,  jKort ;  Stanley;  Dudhope.) 

^International  scheme  very  helpful  to  scholars  and  teachers." — (Si.  Luke's, 
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Dundee,)  '^  International  series  mnch  approved ;  notes  for  teacbers  higblr 
valued." — (Fordoun  ;  Lethendy,)  ^'  Since  International  lessons intiodQced 
teachers  report  the  children  more  interested  now  in  their  lessons,  and  pre- 
pare them  mnch  better." — {Dunoon)  *' Nelson's  leaflets  found  nsefol." 
— {ForglenJ) 

In&nt  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  advantages  of  having  an  Infant  department  taught  in  a  sepinU 
room  have  been  brought  with  prominence  in  recent  reports,  Iirg^J  '^ 
connection  with^  the  labours  of  Mr..  Charles  Inglis.  These  admUga 
are  this  year  increasingly  recognised^  and  references  are  made  to  the 
formation  of  infant  classes,,  and  the  separate  religions  teaching  of  littk 
ones  yet  unabto  to  read.    The  following  notes  are  given  : — 

''^Infant  classes  in  all  the  schools  with  about  100  pupiWH^*^ 
Hamilton  Street,  Okugow,)  '*  Infant  classes  meet  separately ;  ooosidenble 
progress  in  this  department" — {Boee  Stroet,  Olm$gow.)  *^  Infant  depart- 
ment taught  on  normal  system." — {DouKmPole,  Glasgow.)  ^4n6iots 
separated  from  others  in  different  rooms."— (IW&Wly.)  ^  Infant  clia 
in  separate  room  ;  found  very  helpful  in  clearing  ordinary  classes  of  ^ 
that  cannot  read."-— (ifarft(^»',  Dunde»i)  "Infant  school  taaghtim 
separate  room.." — (Invergofilon.}. 


'^^COiildreiL'B  RecorcL" 

The  entire  monthly  circulation  ot  the  Children'i  Record  is  «* 
76,000,  being  again  an  increase  over  last  year  of  2000.  Of  ^^ 
<>9,072  copies  are  circulated  among  our  Sabbath-schools,  and  the  it* 
mainder  through  other  channels..  The  Committee  are  glad  to  belief? 
that  the  Bewrd  continfies  to>  be  acceptable,  and  to  serve  in  good  measort 
^e  purposes  intended..  Not  only  in  the  Church  at  home,  but  ia  be^ 
foreign  stations,  and  in  many  distant  parts  of  the  world,  it  appean,  ^ 
information  received,  to  have  an  influence  for  good. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,. both  on  account  of  its  missionaiy  intelligvo^ 
and  on  other  grounds,  that  there  are  still  so  many  Sabbath-sohools,  sad  d 
these  some  of  the  largest  in  the  Church,  where  it  is  not  received.  ^^ 
suggested  that,  along  with  othet  excellent  periodicahi  which  are  vs^' 
tuted  for  it,  at  least  a  proportion  of  the  Ch%ldreri$  Record  should  ^ 
introduced,,  as  the  only  means,  except  orally,  for  bmiliarisiDg  tb 
children  with  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church.  Much  satisfretioo  h^ 
been  expressed  in  the  improvement  in  style  and  appearaace  wbica 
through  the  liberality  of  the  publishers,  has  been  made  on  the  Beceri 
during  the  past  yeai.    The  following  notices  are  found  in  the  ntarns :- 
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^^ChUdren^s  Record  very  much  liked  by  teachers  and  scholars,  and  is 
in  iodacemeDt  to  the  latter  to  attend." — {Bannockbum,)  **  Is  welcomed 
kvtilj  by  the  boys  and  girls.'' — (Crc^gs.)  '*  Circulation  of  the  Record 
iocoarages  the  children  to  attend.." — {Avoch,)  '*  Children's  Record,  etc., 
dodly  supplied  by  the  Barclay  oongregation ;  found  very  useful,  and 
itgerij  looked  for  and  pead  by  the  children." — (Dunrossness,  Shetland.) 
'Mach  pleasure  at  the  decided  improyements  in  Record,** — (Strachan.) 

Bawacda.  and  Encouraffemants  ta  Scholars,  etc. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  year  the  references  are  greatly  more 
3QmeroQ8  than  formeriy  to  rewards  and  prizes,  in  the  form  of  books,  cards, 
^  «8  a  suooessfiil  stimulafr  to  diligence  and  regularity  of  attendance. 
TbeComrnktee^.  while  regarding  with  satiirfaction  the  good  results  thus 
^toduoed^and  the  yarious  means  taken  to  associate  cheerful  enjoyment 
r^  the  Babbath-schools^  would  respectfully  repeat  their  suggestions 

^  with  younger  scholars  especially,  the  priaes  g^ven  should  not  consist 
^vmey^.  Withouii  expressing  any  further  opinion  as  to  some  of  the 
^iliods  adopted^  the-  following  extracts  are  giyen  as  indicating  the 
^ttit  Tariety  of  those  inethod%  and  the  great  amoujit  of  interest  felt,  and 
^ftindlj  attention  now  being  given  tathis  swbject. 

''Prizes  given  for  written  monthly  exercises  in  congregational  school.''—- 
^^nlmrgh,  Mtwtynk)  **  Annual  examination  and  a  few  priaes  found 
^ful  ID  leading  to  careful  revising  of  the  lessons. '^ — {Newington.) 
'Qurterly  written  examinations  on  lessons;  priae  offered  for  each  class." 
-iEdinburghj  8i,.  FauTak')  '^  Priaes  for  efficiency  in  Shorter  Catechism 
piOTed  a  great  stimulus."— (J9a21ifffik)  *'  Annual  treat  and  small  books 
^t  a  stimnlative  influence ;  children  tell  anecdotes  to  tbeir  parents  at 
BOffie.'' — {Houndwood.)t  ''Tireat  on  New  Tear,  with  small  books  and 
"riut&'*-l{jS[t0tfitofk)  ^^Excursion  train  in  summer ;  social  gathering  in 
^^^"—{BtKrrkilL),  ^^-Benaficial  effect  of  Christmas  tree  meetings  and 
]^er  trips  seem  to  be  but  temporary." — (TarboWm,)  ''  Books  to  alL 
*»1ms  first  Sabbath  of  the  year."— (^ittirwe,  West.)  "  Trip  in  summer 
^  Boiree  in  winter." — {Kiltnamock,  Orange.)  "  Tea  meeting  in  winter ; 
^^886800  missions  and  kindred  subjects ;  also  trip  in  summer  J' — {Glas^ 
^1  East  Fork,)  '^Examination  last  New  Year  on  lessons  of  previous  six. 
months,  very  satisfiictory.  Wpwards  of  40  prizes  awarded,. besides  special. 
t^i^  for  greatest  number  of  marks.  The  prizes  given  at  annual  soiree,. 
I^uich  as  well  as  trip  seems  much  enjoyed." — {Oktagow,  Rose  Street.) 

bommer  excorsion  ;  use  of  the  magic  lantern,  every  Sabbath-school  hav- 
^^  one  of  ita  own^osed  of  course  on  a  week-night."^ — (Cockpen.)  "A 
Member  of  session  gives  priaes  to  the  scholars  who  stand  highest  in  an 
^lamiiutioD  on  lessons ;  sesnlts  satisfactory.  Prizes  abo  given  for  attend- 
^^.^*  Tesohers  speak  of  attention  and  diligence  ;.  annual  trip  and 
^^^^-^KirJeuUiUoch^  SL  Davids.)  ''Summer  excnrsion  to  seaside." 
SAMoow^ofc,).  "New  Year  treats  given.  Trip  in  summer  specially 
^P^,  being  accompanied  by  instrumental  band ;  also  combined 
^^cal  and   missionary    meetings    are    held."— (C^ston.)    "Soiree 
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in    winter    and    trip    in    rammer."  —  {KirkintiUoeh,    SL   Andrew's; 
7\UUbody ;  BonnethUlj  Dundee ;  Bannockbum. )    ''  Several  teachers  prcRot 
books  to  their  scholars  at  New  Tear.     Reward  tickets  and  small  boob 
given  for  good  attendance." — (Bannockbum.)     ^'Excarsion  in  samiDer; 
tea  gathering  in  winter ;  occasionally  magic  lantern  entertainmeDt&''- 
(Denny,)    "  Prizes  at  close  of  session  to  all  scholars  according  to  rtgi- 
larity  of  attendance,  diligence,  and  good  condnct     Trip  in  samoer.  ~ 
(Dollar,)     ''Picture  cards  for  object  lessons  on  Bible  chartctcn^ e^c' 
—(Ihdlibody.)     ''Regnlar  attendance  encouraged  by  small  rewink'- 
( Kettle  J  etc.)    ''  Prizes  at  New  Year  for  regular  attendance  and  profieioey.'' 
— (Ceres.)    "  Visiting  has  greatly  added  to  the  attendance  at  oosod 
school."— (Dunefce,  St.  John's,)     "  Annual  soiree,  when  books  gim  to  ill 
scholars ;  also  reward  cards  to  younger  classes  for  regular  attendaDCt"-- 
(Olenhervie.)    ''Large  increase  of  scholars  from  tea  meeting  in  ssvenl 
schools  once  a  year.'' — (Kinneff.)    "Attendance  carelully  noted jsaill 
prizes  with  good  effect  at  annual  meeting  for  regnlar  attenduoe.''- 
(Panbrxde.)     "  The  plan  of  stamping  each  child's  attendance  od  a  card  W 
last  eighteen  months  has  secured  a  high  average.     Illuminated  oertifiette 
of  merit  given  to  each  who  had  made  48,  49,  and   50  attendio«es 
out  of  a  possible  50."— (jTorry.)     "  Each  scholar  has  a    nambeFf  vA 
the  complete  roll  of  attendance  is  taken   every  evening ;  one  of  tk 
teachers  appointed  as  registrar ;   late  comers  are  marked,  and  st  |k 
annual  meeting  rewards  given  for  most  regular  atiendance."^i2v<^ 
ion.)    "  Great  falling  off;  occasioned  by  change  of  public  wonhip  ^ 
afternoon  to  evening." — (Mariners*^  Aberdeen.)    *'  Tea  meeting  ^^ 
Christmas  much  appreciated.    Members  of  Presbytery  give  read;  ^l 
Mr.  Clark,  Conningsburgh,  made  good  use  of  transparendes  illofint».7 
the  Tabernacle." — (Dunroemese.)    "  Prizes  for  Shorter  Catecbi»ft«>^ 
very  helpful." — {Edinburgh^  Knox's.)    "  To  increase  attendance  aodiinog 
in  more  Sabbath-school  goers  in  the  village,  three  prizes  wereoi*^^ 
the  scholars  who  should  succeed  in   bringing  in  the  largest  noo^ 
thirteen  took  part  in  this  missionary  work,  and  ia  all  brought  ofer^ 
to  the  school;   the  three  who  received  prises  brought  respectiTeW l^ 
11,  and  10,  and  these  are  the  children  of  parents  who  are  veiy  seldoD  a 
church.      Those  who  bring  others  see  also  to  their  regular  attenduK< 
for  a  t\me.**'^(HarthilL)    "  New  Tear's  hvmns  and  books  given  on  >€» 
Year's  day  for  regular  attendance ;    all  tne  children  attend  with  ^ 
regularity,  some  coming  two  miles;  others  three,  to  the  Bible  clan-  " 
( Blackridge.)     "  Regularity,  attention,  and  deep  interest    EntertainioeBtt 
of  various  kind  yearly."— (JftV&firrf.)      "*  Tickets  given  every  SabUtb  ^ 
attendance." — (BarrhiU.)     "Superintendent  marks  attendance  of  v^' 
school  every  Sabbath  evening ;  also  attendance  at  church  forenoon  ^ 
afternoon.     Prize  given  at  New  Tear  for  regularity  of  attendance,  W  *^ 
church  and  Sabbath  sehooL"- (Zt/wmninjjf.)    "Special  eflbrts^,^ 
regular  attendance.     Prises  given  to  all  having  no  mark  of  abflenoe."H' 
vemton.)    "  Prizes  at  end  of  year  for  regular  attendance  and  •^'"^^ /Jf. 
tion  of  texts."— (5teuwton.)   "  Steady  growth  in  Sabbatb^hool  and  B^  < 
classes  during  the  year."— (Po«ocfc«ft»cW». )   "  The  work  has  been  enco«i»^' 
ing;  larger  rooms  had  to  be  found  for  senior  classes. '•—(flZ«|pPi  ^!I?"J 
ham.)     "  Increased  attendance  as  well  as  interest  during  1^^'^^^ 
Woodaide.)  "  Monthly  prizes  for  absolutely  regular  attendanca"— (*J*^t 
man.)    "  Teachers  have  been  singularly  regular  in  attendance  at  8cn(KS 
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»ni,  asmight  have  been  expected,  scholars  have  also  been  regular." — (Alloa^ 

East)   "  Attendance  marked  in  class  rolls ;  comparative  statement  by 

lecretary  every  Sabbath ;  names  of  most  regular  announced  publicly  at 

umoal  soiree." — (Tullibody,)     "  Attendance  generally  regular ;  teachers 

jeem  all  deeply  interested  in  their  work." — {Perth^  Middle.)     "  Tickets 

VT  correct  repetition,— one  book  for  ten  tickets."— (jKnm?^)     **  Prizes 

ur  pro&ciency  in  Shorter  Catechism  ;  this  has  called  forth  general  and 

^*cry  earnest  study.     Also  prizes  for  attendance  and  general  class- work, 

rlthgood  effect." — {Aberdeen,  High,}     **  Promised  rewards  incite  dili- 

?eQce  and  attention.     One  girl  repeated  the  119th  Psalm  without  a  mis- 

i^ke,  and  a  boy  with  one  mistake  all  the  questions  in  the  Shorter  Gate- 

fiiism." — (Avoch,)     ^'  A  system  of  rewards  adopted,  with  very  marked 

i^uccess.    £Sach  pupil  is  entitled  to  four  marks  every  Sabbath,  provided 

be  is  present,  behaves  with  propriety,  repeats  his  verses,  etc.,  correctly, 

u)d  answers  intelligently  questions  from  the  prescribed  lesson.     A  total 

?f208  marks  ean  thus  be  obtained  in  the  year.     Every  scholar  gaining 

*^v)  marks  is  entitled  to  a  prize.     No  less  than  100  such  prizes  were 

^nrded  at  cloee  of  the  school  year.    The  prizes  are  the  gift  of  a  member 

vt  it  congregation." — (Nairn,)    ^*  Tickets  and  reward  books  distributed." 

-"KirkwolL)      ^'Encouragement    by  distribution  of   prizes." — (Papa 

^\itrQif.)    *«  Reward  books  for  regular  attendance  found  to  work  well." 

-{Latnck.)     *^  Tickets  and  rewtird  books  for  attendance  and  diligence. 

Atttndance  and  good  conduct  in  the  school  have  been  very  marked."— 

Ming,  Shetland.) 

'*  Prize  given  for  best  notes  of  sermon  to  the  young,  also  for  most 
f«gular  attendance  at  church." — {Kirkpatrick- Fleming.)  "Prizes, 
-v'irees,  excursions,  etc." — (Kirkmaiden,  Lesufolt,  Olenluce^  Caimryan,) 
"Tickets and  prize  Bibles,  and  other  books." — (Rothesay  West)  "  Cards 
on  which  attendance  at  school  and  church  is  marked." — (Lochgelly.) 
"ADnaal  soiree  or  picnic,  New-Tear's  addresses  distributed." — Leslie 
^  Premnay^  Oyne.)  "  Prizes  at  annual  soiree  for  regular  attendance 
^  good  preparations." — (Tarland,)  '^  Soirees,  Christmas  trees,  books, 
Cdrdfi,  and  various  prizes,  libraries,  etc.,  are  used  by  congregation  to 
ttoourage  the  work." — (Presbytery  of  Lanark.) 

Provision  for  the  Young  in  Pulpit  Services, 

Addresses,  etc. 

There  is  perhaps  no  surer  token  for  good  of  the  Church's  increasing 
^te  for  the  young  than  the  extent  to  which  they  are  not  only  prayed  for, 
but  addressed  from  the  pulpit  in  the  ordinary  Sabbath  services,  as  well 
^^^ frequent  other  occasions.  The  ** Children's  Sermon"  is  becoming  a 
'^g^ar  "institution**  in  a  large  proportion  both  of  our  town  and  country 
^^g^gations.  Is  there  not  in  this  both  a  call  and  an  encouragement  to 
"^^  fiitare  ministry  of  the  church  to  train  themselves  to  facility  in 
effectively  addressing  the  young  ? 

"  Half-an-honr  each  Sabbath  afternoon  given  to  separate  sermon  to  the 
^^^^fig*  This  has  increased  attendance  at  church  both  of  young  and  old." 
'^Great  Hamihan  Street^  Glasgow,)    "  Sabbath  morning  service  for  the 
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yonng." — {Annfield  Station,  Ohuffow.)   "  Special  address  from  pnlpit  ereiy 
Sabl>ath  forenoou.   Meeting  for  young  people  only,  every  Sabbath  eveninf  ; 
principal  subject  last  year,  Sabbath  observance." — (Rose  Streetj  Cflcagw.) 
*'  Sermon  monthly,  large  attendance  both  of  children  and  parente"- 
{Si>  Mark's,  Gflcagow.)     "  A  few  words  every  Sabbath  morning  to  cbOdm 
from  palpit,  occasionally  the  lesson  for  the  day  is  read  in  church;  cos* 
stant  prominence  to  the  place  and  work  of  the  Sabbath-school  n  i^i 
ordinary   ministrations.     Sermon   to   the  *" young  first   Sabbath  of  eteii 
quarter.'' — (Shetthglone.)     ^'Minister  visits  school,  and  addressee <»eei 
month." — {Kirkintilloch,  8L  Andrew's,)     "  Monthly  sermon  in  fbraooD." 
— {North  Woodside,  Okugow,)     '*  Sermon  every  alternate  month  to  tbe 
young."— (JDcnny.)    "  Sermon  monthly,  very  beneficial." — (Otrjwiwt.) 
**  Monthly  sermon." — {Awkterarder,)      ^'Minister    gives    addre*  fint 
Sabbath  of  each  month,  with  questions  on  a  portion  of  BcriptnR^'ir 
question  of  Shorter  Catechism." — {Comrie.)    '^Quarterly  sermon  to tbe 
young." — (Dunning;  Cawdor,)   ** Minister  addresses  children  qaarteilO 
—{Corstorphine ;  St.  Pauits,  Edinburgh;  Uphedl;  Bainfield)    "Minisw 
addresses  every  Sabbath  evening." — (LauriesUm,  Falkirk.)    ''Ghildre&^s 
sermons    occasionally."  —  (Musselburgh;     Oamphelton,     Lome   ^rrd.) 
"  Regularly." — {Swinton,)     **  Monthly  from  the  pulpit     Remarks  fre- 
quently made." — {Houndwood.)   "Minister  monthly  visits  school ;oecS' 
sionally  occupies  whole  hour  in  examining  on  previous  lessons."— (%«af 
ton,)    ''  Monthly  service  on  Sabbath  evenings  for  children." — (SaUaati) 
"  General  lesson  by  minister  every  Sabbath  ;  occasional  sermon  from  ^ 
piil[>it. " — (Madderty,)    "  Short  sermon  to  young  every  Sabbath  forewflj.' 
— Ceres,)     "  Minister  addresses  children   every  Sabbath  foreoooa  ^ 
about  seven  minutes  in  connection  with  Scripture  read  before  senDoo^'- 
(Broughty-Ferry,  East,)    "Sermon  to  children  about  three  times ijw; 
texts  given  out  in  Sabbath-school  by  minister  every  Sabbath ;  qnesbES 
asked  and  remarks  made  on  it  next  Sabbath." — (Olenbervie,)   ^^ 
discourse,  with  illustrative  narrative,  for  ten  minutes  every  fortnight  >^ 
close  of   forenoon   service." — (Kinneff,)      "Prizes   monthly;  ewas? 
addresses  by  the  minister." — (Carnoustie.)    "  Monthly  seimons  sped^^T 
to  the  young." — (Barry,)    "Occasional  services  in  the  church  totbe 
young,  and  singing-classes  during  winter." — (Bourtree  Busk  Satio^) 
"Sermons  to  the  children  twice  a  year." — (John  Knoa^s,  Aberdeen.) 
"Minister  occasionally  addresses  scholars." — (Tarbat;  Feam.)  ^Montblj 
visits  and  addresses  by  minister,   who  then  addresses  on  lessors  i^ 
past  month." — (Eosskeen.)     "  Minister  occasionally  makes  whole  school 
read  the  lesson  and  asks  questions  thereon ;  he  also  publicly  ezanuos 
the  school   on   Shorter  Catechism."— {ilwcA.)     "Periodic  sermoni  ^ 
the  young,  and  examination  of  classes  by  minister.*' — (Harray,  Orb^ ' 
''Sermons  to  the  young  at  least  six  times  a  year;  also  address  ^5 
minister  to  the  scholars  every  evening." — (KirkwaM,)    "Minister  *i- 
dresses  whole  scholars  in  congregational  school  at  close  of  teschk-;, 
usually  taking  the  doctrine  under  proof  for  the  day  as  basis  of  addres.  '- 
(Bousay.)    "  The  children  are  catechised  every  Sabbsth  by  minister  i^^ 
lessons  are  taught;  sermon  to  the  young  enjoyed  by  both  ptrentst^ 
children  last  Sabbath  of  every  month:'— (South  Ronaldshay.)    ^  1°  ^ 
gregational  school  intimation  made  of  lesson  each  preceding  Sabbsth  la 
school  and  from  the  pulpit." — (PUrig,  Edinburgh,)     "Minister  git^e*  » 
short  exposition  each  Sabbath  morning  for  the  young."— (^«^^>  ^ 
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StqAen^i.)    "  Minister  addresses  children  onoe  a  month." — {Liffl)    *'  Ser- 
moD  to  jonng  twice  a  year."— (lfartner«\  Aberdeen.) 

'^  A  word  for  the  children  at  close  of  sermony  nearly  eyery  Sabbath." 
-{CraUing.)  *'In  most  congregations  children  addressed  from  the 
pulpit." — (Pretbtftery  of  HamUon.)  "  Monthly  sermon  to  the  yonng." 
— (AoMesoy,  We$t\  North  Bute;  Dunoon,)  '* Brief  sermon  every 
Sabbatb  forenoon  to  the  children." — {Geres;  LochgeUy,)  *'In  July, 
Aognst,  and  September  services  for  Sabbath  scholars  were  conducted  by 
the  minister  in  the  charch  on  Sabbath  evenings.  These  awakened 
interest  and  attention  of  both  old  and  yonng.  Attendance  large  and 
rastAined  throiighont" — {St,  Andrews.)  "  Freqnent  children's  services 
fi'UDd  nsefhl. " — {Bkdrdqffl )  *'  Qnarterly  sermons  and  quarterly  examina- 
tioDs  in  public  on  Sabbath-school  lessona"— (G^ne.)  "Quarterly 
sermons." — {BaUater,)  "Lesson  expounded  by  the  minister  every 
S&bbath  forenoon." — (Cluny,)  "  Sermons  to  the  young  quarterly,  some- 
tioes  oftener." — {Carloway ;  Lewis.)  "Examination  of  school  by  the 
ftioister  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath/'— (2>imnfn^.) 


Missionary  Oontributions. 

The  oontributions  of  the  children  to  Missionary  objects  for  the  year 
unount  to  £4,522,  3s.  lid.,  being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  £82, 
M.  Id.  Considering  the  continued  commercial  depression,  and  the  bin- 
^b&Does  to  school  attendance  in  many  places  last  winter  from  the  severe 
Teather,  it  is  very  gratifying  that  the  amount  for  last  year  has  not  only 
been  oome  up  to,  but  exceeded.  The  "  Offering "  made  at  this  New 
^earjn  response  to  an  appeal  in  the  Children* s  Becord,  for  the  Boys'  Home 
ind  Printing  Press,  for  the  Church's  Mission  at  Poena,  amounted  to 
Mi  X600. 

Bj  suggestion  and  under  superintendence  of  the  Foreign  Missions 
^retary,  Dr.  George  Smith,  an  interesting  series  of  magic-lantern  trans- 
fvencies  has  been  prepared,  illustrating  scenes  and  incidents  of  the 
Chrcb'a  missions  in  India  and  Africa,  more  being  intended  to  follow. 
I^be  object  is,  through  the  eye,  to  affect  the  heart  of  the  young  of  the 
Cbnrch,  thereby  deepening  their  interest  in  the  scenes  exhibited  and  de- 
Kribed.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  exhibition  of  those  views, 
At  a  moderate  expense,  where  it  may  be  desired,  applications  being  sent 
t^  Mr.  B.  Toung,  Free  Church  Offices.  Beginning  with  Free  St.  George's, 
Edinbnrgh,  the  views  have  already  been  also  exhibited,  with  much  inter- 
^  at  the  following : — Barclay  Church ;  Dunse ;  Hamilton ;  Chryston, 
(^^ugow;  Kirkcaldy;  St.  Andrew's,  Edinbnrgh;  Galashiels;  Melrose; 
^^pen ;  Kilmarnock ;  St.  Stephen's,  St.  Mary's,  and  Stockbridge,  Edin- 
burgh ;  Liberton ;  Currie  ;  Elie ;  Blairgowrie. 
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'^  It  is  suggested  that  each  child  should  have  a  missioBary-hox,  to  be 
opene<l  quarterly,  with  gammed  covers  provided  for  re-covering  it,  with 
title  of  the  missionary  object  of  collection  for  the  time  printed  upoD  tbea'' 
— {Linlithgow,)     "  Monthly  contributions  increased." — {SwinUm)  "Jb 
additional  snm  of  about  £40   collected  in  family  boxes  for  the  Ikih 
spring" — (Great    HamiUon  Street,   Glasgow,)    " Most  important  tlat 
all  the  children  should  contribute  month  by  month  for  the  same  misM 
object,  which  object  should  be  Free  Church,  and  advocated  in  adra^? 
in  the  Children's  Record.'^ — (Wellpark,  Glasgow,)     '* Special  addnss 
on  missions  by  eye-witnesses.     Magic  lantern  views,  chiefly  in  Is'ii. 
Collections  for  missions  taken  monthly,  or  bi-monthly  for  one  clieiae, 
previously  explained   from  the  pulpit" — {ChrysUmy  Glasgow,)  'Ooa- 
sional  missionary  meetings.      Information    given  regularly  aboBt  iIk 
schemes  for   which  collections  are  taken." — {Kinning  Parky  Giosjcf.} 
'*  Quarterly  missionary  meeting  in  school,  when  mission  scheme  for  sefi. 
three  months'  collection  is  brought  before  the  children." — (NwQ^  ^^^ 
side^  Glasgow,)     "  Scholars  support  a  native  girl  in  Church's  institubot 
at   Poonah." — (Dollar,)     "  Objects   for  contributions   for  short  penc4 
fixed  beforehand  by  the  children.     Information  communicated  from  tiae 
to  time  by  letters  and  otherwise." — (T\jilUbody,)     "  Monthly  coUecdocs 
for  home  and  foreign  missionary  schemes.     A  four-page  leaflet  givisf 
information,  would  be  a  certain  means  of  increasing  our  contribatioDS.''- 
[Chapelshade,)     "  Missionary  object  for  collections  changed  every  qnarte*. 
at  beginning  of  which  the  object  fully  explained." — (St,  Luke\  DuMiif-j 
^'  Specific  objects,  including  schemes  of  the  church,  collected  for  ert^ 
month." — (Rothesay,    Gaelic,)      "In    Perth    a    gratifying  increi*  a 
missionary  juvenile  contributions,  from  £59  in  1877  to  £100  in  ISir- 
(Synod  of  Perth.)    "  Of  £15,  5s.  contributed,  £5  went  by  missioD-to 
and  £10,  5s.  collected  by  twelve  scholars  for  jubilee  fund." — (Oarixi! 
"  Missionary  boxes  introduced,  but  not  yet  opened." — (Lerwick,)   "  Tii* 
native  children  are  supported  in  India.     This  keeps  up  interest  w 
sympathy.     Often  these  orphans  are  prayed  for  in  the  school"— (^^^^ 
forth,  Edinburgh,) 

Mission  of  Mr.  Charles  S.  Inglis. 

Mr.  Inglis  continues  to  pursue  his  useful  work ;  though  again  dariof 
last  year  hindered  by  ill  health  and  other  causes,  he  has  viated,  io  ^ 
less  than  46  different  localities,  the  Sabbath- schools  connected  witii 
Free  Church  congregations.  As  intimated  in  the  following  brief  noti«^ 
Mr.  Inglis  leaves  behind  him  wherever  he  goes  marks  of  his  onobtn^^ 
but  most  useful  labours^  His  own  brief  report  will  also  be  read  tttf 
much  interest 

"  Mr.  Inglis  of  Edinburgh  had  several  useful  meetings  with  the  ie»f^ 
and  also  with  the  scholars." — (Eyemouth,)  "  Mr.  Inglis's  visit  wns  f^ 
refreshing  and  beneficial."— (GrecnZaw.)  "  Mr.  Inglis's  visit  to  Svm 
and  Bogend  district  school  gave  an  impetus  to  parents,  teacbers,  &c' 
children."— (5uMnton.)  ''  The  teachers  profited  much  by  visit  from  ilr. 
Charles  Inglis."—  (East,  Dundee,)    "  Both  scholars  and  teachers  g'>t ' 
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ttUhfuI  impulse  from  the  visit  of  Mr.  Charles  Inglis." — (Panbride,) 
Ur.  iDglis  visited  several  of  the  schools  daring  the  year  with  great 
iterest." — {Presbytery  of  Haddington,)  "  In  Dumfries  a  series  of  useful 
leetiogs  for  improvement  of  teachers  has  been  held  by  Mr.  Charles  Inglis 
nder  auspices  of  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Teachers'  Union." — (Synod  of 
hmfries,)  '<  Mr.  Inglis's  visit  stirred  up  parents,  teachers,  and  scholars." 
-[Hfmndwood.) 


Anchencraw. 

Carloway,  Lewis. 

Guardbridge. 

Aln. 

CraiL 

Glasgow. 

AlbRMth. 

Danse. 

St  Mark's. 

iMtrather. 

Damfries, 

St  Geoige's. 

Ul 

Danbar. 

Honndwood. 

AfanaUo. 

Eyemouth. 

Johnstona 

fcoQghty-Feny. 

Edinburgh. 

Kirkcaldy. 

But 

St  Cuthbert's. 

Leuchars. 

West 

Mrig. 

Lochmabeiu 

8t  Luke's. 

M'Crie. 

Lochend. 

Chimaide. 

Janiper  Green. 

Moniaive. 

Coldatream. 

Govinton. 

Monikie. 

CuBoofltie. 

Grant's  House. 

VISITATION  BY  MR.  C.  S.  INGLIS  OF  SABBATH  SCHOOLS 

IK  OONKXCnOK  WITH  THS  FkBK  ChUBOH, 

MA  r  1879  TO  APRIL  1880. 

The  plaoes  vijnted  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows  :*- 

Monifieth. 

North  Berwick. 

Panbride. 

Reston. 

Swinton. 

Stomoway. 

Gaelic. 

English. 
St  Monans. 
Thornhili. 
Tayport, 
Tobermory. 

It  is  obvionsly  impossible  to  give,  in  a  limited  space,  details  of  the  visitation  of 
)  Quny  places,  with  the  results  (if  any)  following.  There  must  be  of  necessity 
ge&enl  similarity  in  statements  made  respecting  a  mission  of  this  kind  from 
ear  to  year.  It  may  be  sufficient  to  mention  that  when  the  need  and  practica- 
<^ty  has  been  fairly  set  forth,  the  result  has  been  in  several  instances  to  induce' 
^commencement  of  infant  and  advanced  classes  where  none  had  previously 
"^ted.  A  number  of  small  schools  or  classes  have  also  been  taken  up  by 
'^ere  in  thinly  peopled  districts,  with  very  encouraging  attendance  on  the  part 
^the  young  people.  In  our  ordinary  Sabbath'-schools  an  average  attendance  of 
^  or  75  per  cent,  is  considered  tolerably  good ;  but  in  several  of  these  small 
^la  a  month  has  sometimes  elapsed  without  any  absentees  whatever,  though 
V  chUdreQ  had  to  walk  several  miles  to  the  place  of  meeting.  The  cause  of 
^  aeemed  to  be,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  faithf cd  and  earnest  teaching ;  for  little 
'^  no  inducements  in  the  way  of  prises,  or  treats,  were  ever  offered,  as  is  the 
**toni  in  BO  many  places. 

upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty  lectures  and  addresses  have  been  given  to 
^'^I'g'^gations,  teachers,  parents,  and  Sabbath-schools,  throughout  the  year ;  and 
^  Qsoal  course  has  been  followed  in  endeavouring  to  promote  more  spiritual 
Qutnction  by  teaching  classew  Bible-lessons  in  presence  of  teachers,  giving 
Ifctores  sod  hints  on  teaching,  answering  questions  at  meetings  and  by  letter, 
^d  holding  numerous  private  interviews  with  those  engaged  in  Christian  work. 
-^  lew  of  these  meetings  were  held  along  with  workers  in  other  denominations. 

In  some  cases  the  expenses  were  defrayed  by  friends  connected  with  the 
^Q^tings,  but  where  the  collections  were  not  used  for  this  purpose,  the  expenses 
^ere  defrayed  by  the  Edinburgh  Sabbath*«chool  Teachers'  Union. 


12  Dick  Plack,  Grakox, 
EoiKBUBOH,  April  1880. 
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"  Cbildrisii  meet  on  FridRy  evenings  for  singing  hymns/ — (Pi7ry.) 
'*  Occasional  meeting  during  week  for  singing  of  hymns,  and  for  adviee.'*- 
(Tarbolton.)     "Interest  in  hymn-singing  still  aa   great" — [StevenshLJ 
'*  Since  commencing  singing  practice  for  the  scholars  we  have  gottdh-ir 
in  Sabbath-school."— (^056  Street^  Glasgow,)     *'  Singing  class,  S'Msto 
secure  good   singing  in  school."— (DouxinvaZe.)     *'  Singing  cUsei  efo- 
ducted  by  qualified  instructors  at  four  different  places,  oonvenieBtljBw 
all  the  children.     A  hymn-book  with  music  awarded  to  eachscidirYbo 
shows  proficiency  in  reading  the  notes," — {Chrjfston.)     "  SingingclMk 
beginners  every  Friday ;  for  more  advanced  every  Monday."-(IiMtt? 
Park,)     ''  Children  meet  weekly  in  winter  to  practise  hymns.  Hwtisg 
well    attended.      Sabbath    singing    greatly    improved." — (GwpWten, 
Lome  Street.)     "  Band  of  Hope  practises  hymns  every  alternate  leoti; 
meeting,  precentor  leading."— (Z)cnny.)     "  Praise  meetings  on  Sitoriw 
evenings." — {Kinneff,)      "Weekly  praise    meeting   condacted  by  the 
minister,  with  occasional  meeting  of  an  evangelbtic  character."'i£<^ 
burgh,  Moray,)     "  A  training  class  for  music  has  in  one  instance  beeo 
successfully  tried ;  in  another  good  has  been  done  by  illustratedserrlceBcf 
song." — {Synod  of  DumfritB^    **  Lively   singing   has  been  naftiL - 
{Newhyth)     "  Praise  meetings." — (Ballater,)     "  Special  singing  diw 
on  week-day  evenings."— ((7/uny.)    "  Psalmody  class  by  minister  wwi^- 
— (Carloway,  Lewis,)     "  A  weekly  service  of  song  for  children  hi  ^ 
found  very  interesting  and  profitable." — (JeMurgh,) 


libraries. 

Many  references  are  made  to  the  great  importance  of  having  &  ^'' 
selected  library  in  conneotion  with  every  Sabbath-school.    Tbe  io%^ 
was  never  of  greater  importance,  and  it  is  respectfully  urged  npoti  ^'> 
ministers  and  superintendents  in  whose  schools  ho  libiary  yetexista  Tb« 
vast  variety  and  the  cheapness  of  suitable  books  seem  now  to  patalibitf^ 
within  the  reach  of  all«.    The  following  reference&are  made  :«- 

"  Library  of  70  to  IQO  volumes,  circulated  every  Sabbath. "--(^«2nj.' 
•* Library  books  having  been  carefully  selected. " — ( CocJ^en,)  "Pcriodi* 
grants  to  library  by  Deacons'  Court." — (Ifountbvood,)  "A  good BntJ 
is  maintained." — (Kinning  Park,)  "  Interesting  books  added  from  tia*^ 
time  to  library." — (Dunning,)  "Library  maintained "--(AW*^' 
Kettle,)  "Libraries  found  useful.  Fresh  supply  of  suitable  iw* 
necessary  from  time  to  time."— (i^onltmn.) 

Temperance. 

"  There  is  a  juvenile  temperance  association  in  eonoeetioo  vith  o^^^ 
Sabbath-sohools.    Also,  a  temperance  association,  composed  of  tbe  jooo); 


c. 
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)ple  of  the  families  of  the  congregation.  Both  Societies  have  large 
mbership.  Meetings  very  largely  attended.  Interest  from  the  first 
ry  hearty," — Frtt  St,  George's^  Edinburgh. 

'*Id  congregational  school,  a  temperance  juvenile  association.  In 
ssion  school,  Band  of  Hope." — {F<mniainbridge^  Edinburgh.)  **Band 
Hope  numbering  150  of  school  age,  and  33  between  13  and  20  years." 
(Laurieston^  Falkirk.)  "  Band  of  Hope  Review  circulated."— (J?arr- 
1)  **  Band  of  Hope,  last  year  170,  now  400.  Average  attendance  of 
arly  400." — {Rose  Street,  Glasgow.)  "  Band  of  Hope."— (5i.  David's, 
irhintilloch.)  "  Efficient  Band  of  Hope  in  school,  meeting  weekly." — 
I  Andrew's,  Kirkintilloch.)  "  Band  of  Hope  every  Friday  evening, 
Idregsed  by  minister,  office-bearers,  and  members  of  congregation." — 
lenity.)  "Band  of  Hope  in  connection  with  school." — (Invergordon,) 
Band  of  Hope,  undenominational,  recently  commenced ;  most  of  the 
bool  children  have  joined  it." — {Tarland.)  "Teachers  and  members 
[the  Bible-class  are  total  abstainers." — (Garloway,  Lewis.)  "  Formation 
'.  a  Band  of  Hope  has  been  a  great  advantage  in  increasing  attendance  at, 
ai  interest  in,  the- Sabbath-school." — (Ladhope.)  "Minister  conducts 
I  Band  of  Hope  monthly,^  aad .  sometimes  weekly,  during  summer." — 
'  aihUane.) 


,v^ 


Miscellaneous. . 

Amid  the  mass  of  varied  information  contained  in .  the  returns,  there 

^  many  valuable  suggestions  not  falling  properly  under  any  of  the 

ft^regoing  heads. .   The  fellowing  are  noted  as  some  of  the  most  useful, 

sod  as  interesting  illustrations  of  the  very  great  amount  of  thoughtful 

^d  earnest  effort  now  being  applied  throughout  the  Church  to  this  whole 

^^bject    Ministers,  Snperintendents^  and  Sabbath-school  teachers  may 

^d  in  them,  according  to  circumstances,  some  hint  useful  for  adoption 

i^  tlieir  several   spheies. .  Among  them    will  be  fouftd  several  fresh 

'^ggestions  which  have  not  appeared  in^any  former  Eeport. 

'^The  children  of  the  congregation  examined  once  a  month  by  the 
ffinister."— (5«.  Jdhn's,  Edinlurgji.)  "  Our  school  is  happy,  quiet,  orderly, 
^^Tegnlar ;  teachers  seldom  absent ;  the  whole  tone  that  of  quiet  earnest- 
ly^"— (Edinburgh,  Gfange.)  "  School  and  minister's  class  meet  at  9*45, 
^  bope  of  leading  many  to  attend  church,  and  not  to  interfere  with 
*niily  evening  instruction .' ' — (Newingion, )  "  Acquiring  suitable  premises 
f*^  oar  Sahbath-schools.  Have  three  or  four  social  meetings  with  teachers 
J  ^«€  year,  with  addresses  and  free  conversation." — {l^ew.  Norths  Edin- 

'Bosiness  meeting  monthly ;.  occasional  lectures  to  teachers«>by  minis- 

^^/J^i^xtwrgh.)     "  Our  hopeful  tokens  are  attendance,  attention,  and 

6ood  hhvrionr."— {Edinburgh,  St.  David's.)     "  Another  school  at  a  dis- 

^^  connected  with  congregation,  which  pays  for  room,  and  provides 
\^^)!a'  attendance  over   SO.''— (Edinburgh,  St.  Luke's.)    '*  Children 

^t  to  write  reports  of  the  sermons  to  the  young,  and  prizes  given  at 
^'^^  of  the  jw.''— {Edinburgh,  SL  JPatd's.) 
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'^  Schools  moBt  efficiently  taaght,  teachers  taking  the  most  loYing  inter- 
est in  the  children,  visiting  them  at  their  homes,  and  looking  after  tb^m 
when  absent." — (Edinburgh^  Tolbooth,)    ^*  A  Committee  have  the  Sabbath- 
schools  in  charge.     A  missionary  meeting  with  some  good  things  in  iha^ 
is  an  attraction  ;  a  trip  in  summer." — {Ediviurghj   Viewfovik)    "Mis- 
sion classes  are  of  girls  whose  clothing  is  so  poor  that  they  cannot  attfci 
any  school  on  Sabbath.     They  meet  on  Saturday  at  eleven  o'clock  T&e 
snccess  of  this  experiment  suggests  the  oom mending  of  it  to  otben^"- 
{LeUh^  St.  NmiarCs,)     '^  A  penny  savings  bank  opened  recently  witii  1^ 
depositors.'' — (Lauriuton,)     "  School  regnlarly  visited  by  minister,  mi 
sometimes  by   appointment  of  Presbytery."— (jfiTtVlrardL)     "  Book  on 
Sabbath-school  teaching  presented  by  Presbytery  to  each  SabbatiKselnx)! 
teacher.     Public  catechiang  of  the  young  begun  this  year,  altensdDj; 
with  children's  sermon  every  six  weeks."— (/2o5^tn. ) 

*'  Besides  .usual  quarterly  sermon  to  the  young,  the  minister  snggests  an 
idea  for  the  children  from  the  ordinary  weekly  discourse,  on  which  tber  ue 
meant  to  meditate  through  the  week,  and  to  show  this  on  the  following  Si^ 
bath  by  Scripture  proof  and  illustration.  This  practice,  followed  for  apw&ids 
of  four  years,  is  increasingly  popular  among  parents  as  well  as  cbildreD."— 
{Qreenlaw.)   "OranXsby  Deacons' Court  inaid  of  Sabbath-school."— (Jf^ 
ton, )   *^  Small  books  and  tracts  distributed  among  the  children  each  Sabbath, 
exchanged  on  following  Sabbath  for  others." — (Houndwood,)    "  I  make  tbe 
children  in  the  Sabbath-school  repeat  a  prayer  after  me,  not  the  Lo^i't 
Prayer,  though  we  use  it  often,  but  six  or  eight  sentences  of  fear  or  5re 
words  each,  bearing  on  their  duties,  and  as  simple  as  possible.    Tb«j<i-^ 
it  readily,  and  where  a  school  is  small,  or  where  order  is  kept,  this  isetM 
seems  the  best,  though  for  variety^s  sake,  the  usual  method  sboaM  '^ 
followed.    Visiting  by  the  teachers  is  of  the  last  importance."— (TorWfc*) 
**  For  two  years  our  society  has  published  a  little  hand-b<K)k  for  wid^ 
scholars ;  it  contains  a  whole  year's  lessons,  each  Sabbath  lesson  IOIid;  & 
page.     Inside  of  the  cover  there  is  space  for  marking  attendanoeeit^r^ 
stamp  or  by  initials.     Found  useful,  though  the  cost  is  considenUt'*" 
{Kilmamockj  High,)     "  A  visiting  Committee  appointed  monthly  toW 
after  the  absentees  and  the  sick.      This  has  been  found  very  usefol  kt.^ 
profitable    work,    both    for    teachers     and     Children."  —  (Kilwimng-^ 
"  Children's  meeting  on  Sabbath  at  10  A.Bf.,  so  that  it  does  not  interfere 
with    church    services." — {Saltcoats.)      "  Steady,  careful,  and  regiiltf 
teachers,  who  will  visit  their  scholars,  and  show  a  prayerful  interest  ia 
their  souls,  is  the  only  means  that  yields  spiritual  good.      Teachers  that 
are  irregular  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  get  rid  of;  they  are  mff^ 
discouraging  to  the  cause." — (Stevenaton,)     "  In  the  forenoon  of  Sabbat.^ 
before  the  lecture,  the  question  in  the  Shorter  Catechism  is  ezplaioeii 
—{Partick,) 

"Suggestions : — ^Begular  inspection  by  minister,  prescribing  le88onF,aw 
subjects  for  competitive  examination,  quarterly  examinations^  aoiii» 
examination  for  distributifn  of  prizes,  district  visitation  by  tcacb^ 
occasional  conferences." — (Fortnahaven,)  '*  Annual  examinations  « 
prescribed  subjects.  Minister  has  frequent  intercourse  with  the  teacbtfs^ 
-^(Kilchoman,)  "  Sabbath-school  income,  independent  of  contributiow^ 
missions,  amounted  to  £15,  6s.  l^d:*—{Bannockbum.)  "In  ouruim 
soiree  we  aim  at  the  well-being  of  the  children,  and  the  large  meeting 
of  parents  and  other  members  proves  that  no  such  attraction  is  oeedeJ  »s 
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oviri  and  incongraoaB  things.  Would  it  not  be  well  if,  instead  of  mixing 
np  secular  songs  with  psalms  and  hymns,  we  should  aim  at  edifying  the 
young  people?  Can  we  not  make  our  meetings  most  interesting  without 
resorting  to  boisterous  amusement  ?  It  may  be  a  question  if  suoh  things 
do  not  more  than  neotralise  the  good  that  has  been  done  during  the  year." 
— {Stirling^  South,)  '^  Mission  school  stimulated  by  prises  for  accurate 
repetition  of  Scripture.  No  less  than  37  gained  prizes ;  some  repeating 
vithottt  mistake  a  chapter  of  86  verses  i  this  over  and  above  their 
(ordinary  lessons.  The  prizes  were  presented  on  morning  of  New  Tear's 
day."— (iSSffWiii^,  Craiffs^)  "  Simultaneous  reading  of  lesson  in  alternate 
verses  with  superintendent;  reduction  of  memory  work,  quarterly  ex- 
aminations to  test  it ;  rewards  to  those  who  recite  the  whole  perfectly ; 
annaal  examination,  along  with  teachers,  of  the  Sabbath-school  Com- 
mittee's yearly  report  to  the  Qeneral  Assembly.." — (Tullibody,) 

^^ Children  examined  by  minister  after  sermon;  often  surprised  at 
correctness  with  which  they  remember  and  give  particulars  of  discourse." 
—(Dundee^  Dudhope.)  '^Woric  carried  on.  with  unflagging  zeal,  which 
vWd  it  carries  on  teachers  through  successive  years  of  quiet  toil, 
if  surely  something  very  deep  and  genuine — life  directly  sustained 
i'j  the  Lord  himself." — (Dundee^  BmmetkilL)  ^  Congregational  school 
examined  quarterly  by  the  minister,  or  one  of  the  Board  School  masters." 
—(Broughty-Ftfrn/y  East.)  **  Annual  meeting  of  all  the  schools,  with 
^idresses  by  minister  and  others." — (Kinneffl)  ^^  Besides  a  superintendent, 
we  have  a  Sabbath-school  Secretary,  whose  duty  is  to  see  to  the  orderly 
condQcting  of  the  school,  that  the  teachers  or  their  substitutes  are 
pr(^nt,  to  take  note  of  the  absence  of  scholars,  and  the  reasons  of  absence, 
•ind  to  look  after  the  issue  of  library  books,  etc.  The  superintendent  is 
tbos  free  to  look  after  the  order  and  conduct  of  the  scholars.  This 
'tfnDgemeot  haa  proved  v^ry  beneficial." — {Aberdeen^  Students*  Mission,) 
**  Weekly  prayer-meeting  for  male  senior  scholars,  presided  over  by 
saperintendentJ' — (Aberdeen,  St.  dementis,)  "  Monthly  examination  of 
^  school  by  teachers  in  turn." — (Invergordon,)  *'  Ordinary  Bible- 
dan  weekly  on  Monday  evenings  during  winter  and  early  spring.  The 
"  bothie  "  classes  meet  each  once  in  the  month  or  so,  during  later  spring  ; 
^UDmer  aod  autumn  these  are  taught  by  minister  with  encouraging 
sicceu." — (KiUeaman,)  **•  Though  our  more  cultured  youth  swarm  off 
^  the  south,  or  go  abroad  before  20  years  of  age,  our  better  teaching  will 
lell  favourably  on  those  who  remain." — (Urquhartj  Dingwall,)  "  Quar- 
terly meeting  of  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teachers." — (Nairn.) 
'  Sabbath-echool  fostered  by  pastoral  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  minister." 
i^a-kwaU,)  ^*  Examination  in  writing  on  the  lessons  were  held  last  year 
i^t  end  of  each  two  months,  but  engaging  only  a  limited  number  of  the 
^ore  advanced  scholars.  A  wider  scheme  is  now  being  carried  on.  Some 
wxty  of  the  scholars  bring  with  them  each  Sabbath  for  inspection  of  their 
j^^achers  doctrinal  proofs  from  Scripture,  written  out  in  little  books  used 
wr  the  purpose." — (Kinning  Parky  Glasgow.)  **  Notes  on  the  lessons." — 
{Tullibody.)     "  Written  questions  issued  to  the  senior  class  by  means  of 

.  ®  polygraph." — (Johnstone^  Wamphray.)  "  Quarterly  written  examina* 
^^^^^"^DysarL)  "No  Sabbath-schoul  in  technical  sense,  but  minister 
^techises  the  children,  every  Sabbath  evening,  at  a  meeting  which  is  also 

•tteoded  by  many  of  the  adults."— (&/tooato,  Gaelic.)     "  Little  entirely 

°^w  to  record.      There  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  Presbytery's 
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Sabbath -schools  are  generally  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  doing  effectir^ 
work.     Our  warmest  thanks  are  due  to  our  able,  zealous,  and  devoterl 
superintendents  and  Sabbath -school  teachers  for  their  unwearied  and  self- 
sacrificing    labours." — {Presbytery  of  Greenock.)       "There  being  oo 
directly  attached  Free  Church  school,  minister  has  a  noon-day  Satnniaj 
meeting,  in  which  a  regular  series  of  Bible  lessons  is  conducted."-~(^r- 
Jing,)     '*  Sabbath-school  Committee  of  Presbytery  had  a  meetiDg  witl 
the  superintendents  of  Sabbath-schools  within  the  bounds ;  muck  YiljuJtk 
interchange  of  sentiment ;  also  large  meeting  of  Sabbath-school  teiei>er5 
in  Free  Tron  Church  in  November,  Rev.  J.  C.  Burns,  Moderator,  presdisj, 
with  addresses  by  Rev^  Messrs.  S.  R.  Macphail,  J.  Watson,  J.  Wells,  aci 
by  Mr.  W.  Dickson,  Edinburgh."— (Prcrf>y/«ry  of  Glasgow.)    **  ffrittea 
exercises,  for  which  prizes  are  given." — (BalkUer,) 


Hopeftil  Results. 

Under  this  head^  before  closing  their  report,  the  Committee  feel  that 
the  best  remains  to  be  told.    This  woik  is  a  sowing  rather  than  a  reaping 
Yet  there  is  cause  for  rejoicing  that,  as  indicated  in  the  following eitractN 
there  are  so  many  places  throughout  the  Church,  and  doubtless  mas; 
more  than  ^re  here  mentioned,  where  a  present  blessing  is  being  giv^'< 
and  where  scholars,  even  of  such  tender  years,  are  being  maxrifestly  brou^J 
to  Christ.     And  not  less  is  there  cause  for  rejoicing  in  the  prayerful  &i 
expecting  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  which  some  of  those  brs' 
notes  so  touchingly  reveal.     "  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fiUit 

"  Symptoms  of  good  being  done.     Some  of  senior  scholars  offering  to  be 
enrolled  as  teachers."— (Jfar*yr#',  Ediru)     "Evident  tokeiis  of  blefflu? 
among  more  advanced  boys  and  girls." — (Moray.)     "  Qood  hehnivioarm 
apparent  earnestness  lead  us  to  hope  that  good  impressions  an  being 
made." — (Newington.)     "Cases  of  interest  show  that  the  work  bas  been 
blessed.     Two  interesting  cases  sent  to  minister's  class  lately. "-^i^'^^' 
sance.)     "Order  and  attention  in  schools  are  commendable.    Id  one  ^' 
them,  improvement  in  children  is  remarkable."— (5<.  Utke's.)    "M'^^^ 
of  a  very  hopeful  kind  ;  teachers  remarking  solemnity  and  attepdon  in 
their  classes.     Death  of  a  scholar  has  made  a  vory  deep  impression.   1^ 
senior  classes  much  interest  and  some  impression  prevail     Children's  Ser- 
vice most  successful ;  much  good  doing  there."— ( Viewforihj  EM^^ 
"  Some  hopeful  indications  among  the  older  classes ;  lads  remaioiQg^°f| 
than  usual  at  school."— (LettA,  St.  John's.)    "  Sustained  attcndanee,  m 
the  large  numbers  attending,  especially  our  Mission  Sabbath-flcboo]^^''^ 
among  the  hopeful  indications  that  real  spiritual  good  is  being  done  -^ 
{Coclq>en.)    '* Marked  attention  of  children  during  sermon;  iam»^ 
attendance  at   congregational   school." — (Mwaelburgh.)    "Markedj** 
provement  in  earnestness  of  girls'  senior  class ;  faithful  teachers'  hw^ 
much  esteemed." — (Dalkeilh.)     "A  young  man  trained  in  Bible-^^ 
and  recently  changed,  has  gathered  and  is  teaching  a  class  in  ^P^' 
tional  school.     Tokens  of  blessing  among  the  teachers."— {^**'*^ 
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"  Increased  interest  among  the  children  in  ordinary  Sabbath  services  and 
preacBing." — (AUanton.)  "  Scholars  generally  attentive,  some  with 
special  thoaghtfulness ;  the  Word  is  sown,  and  the  teachers  have  scriptural 
grounds  to  believe  that  it  will  not  be  in  vain." — (Ardrossan,)  "  A  girl 
of  seventeen  who  lately  died  rejoicing  in  Christ,  told  her  minister  during 
her  last  illness  that  she  owed  all  she  knew  about  the  Saviour  to  her  Sab- 
Uth-school  teacher/' — (Galston.)  "  Many  in  senior  classes  have  shown 
hopeftil  indications  of  spiritual  good. " — {Kilmarnock,  Grange. )  "  Minister 
in  his  visitations  often  receives  from  parents  testimony  as  to  visitation  of 
teachers,  and  very  remarkable  witness  is  often  given  from  the  sick-beds 
arid  death-beds  of  the  young,  in  proof  of  the  spiritual  good  got  by  them 
at  the  Sabbath-school ;  while  the  parents  themselves  are  also  sharers  in 
the  blessing." — (Kilwinning,)  "  No  very  marked  indications,  but  teachers 
occasionally  report  incidents  of  a  very  hopeful  kind." — {East  Park.) 
*'  One  scholar  became  a  teacher  since  last  report  Children  seem  to  im- 
prove in  behaviour." — (Rose  Street)  "This  year  marked  signs  of 
spiritual  life  in  the  children.  Interest  in  schools  very  great ;  attendance 
Ued  last  six  or  seven  months.  Children  and  teachers  both  encouraged. 
To  get  more  closely  at  the  children,  we  intend  to  have  an  evening  evange- 
itic  service." — (Tollcross,)  "A  good  number  of  the  scholars  apparently 
Ifought  to  know  the  truth  during  last  year." — (Blochairn^  Glasgow,) 
** Cannot  point  to  anything  decided,  but  there  is  great  interest  pervading 
our  Sabbath- school  work." — (Ea>sty  RutherglenT)  "Superintendent  in 
coarse  of  visitation,  has  met  not  a  few  ohildren  who  have  been  blessed  in 
Ibe  Sabbath-school." — (Wynd.')  "We  believe  spiritual  good  has  been 
done  during  the  year,  and  specially  is  the  result  of  a  week  of  meetings 
jast concluded." — (Cunningham.)  "At  present  indications  of  a  spiritual 
vork  in  Mission  School.  Children  are  impressed,  and  meet  together  for 
praise  and  prayer ;  special  weekly  meeting  is  to  be  held  for  encouragement 
t'f  this." — {College.)  "Thirteen  of  our  scholars  have  joined  the  Church 
during  the  year,  four  have  become  teachers,  while  many  others,  so  far  as 
we  can  judge,  have  become  hopefully  changed.  God  has  been  very 
gtacious  to  us." — (Fairhaim,)  "  Several  boys  in  one  teacher's  class  have 
called  upon  her  under  spiritual  concern." — (Chryston.)  "  Indications  of 
iood  have  been  numerous  and  cheering;  the  teachers  are  all  in  good  heart." 
^SheUlestone,  Glasgow.)  "Some  most  encouraging  cases  of  spiritual 
«Dcern  during  the  year.  Several  have  been  received  into  membership, 
*fer  having  given  every  evidence  of  a  saving  change." — (St.  Mary's, 
^^owm.) — "A  few  cases  of  good." — (Portnahaven,  Islay.)  "Increased 
attention  of  scholars,  and  improvement  in  behaviour." — (Alloa,  East.) 
"Many  hopeful  indications  shown  in  various  ways." — (Stirling,  West.) 

"  Great  indications  of  good  during  the  past  year.  Meetings  greatly 
increased,  and  a  feeling  of  anxiety  prevailing." — (Gargunnock.)  "In 
minister's  Bible-class  there  are  hopeful  indications  of  spiritual  good." — 
{^nol!)  "  Some  of  the  teachers  report  growing  interest  in  the  classes 
iQ  the  lessons.  Superintendent  of  mission  school  states  that  in  his  work 
he  has  got  much  blessing.  Teachers  most  exemplary  in  their  attendance. 
In  Bible-class  impressions  at  times  most  hopeful ;  two  decidedly  hopeful 
cases."— {Zn«c'«,  Perth.)  "  Hopeful  indications  of  spiritual  good  both  in 
senior  and  junior  classes.  Various  testimonies  to  deep  and  lasting 
impression.— (PtVcatm^recn.)  "  Several  in  senior  classes  we  believe  to 
bave  been  hopefully  converted  during  last  year." — (Dundee^  Martyrs'.) 
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*'  Many  have  been  spiritaally  interested,  and  some  have  profesed  t 
receive  the  Lord  as  their  Saviour.     Two  evangelistic  meetingR  of  scholar 
held  weekly,  in  which  many  have  shown  great  interest" — (Dundee^  Dvd 
hope.)     "  Sabbath-school  and  senior  classes  all   in  a  healthful  lUte. 
Considerable  nnmbers  in  each  believed  to  have   lately  been  Im^i 
to  the  Saviour.     Five  weeks  of  special  evangelistic  services  hare  ben 
held  in  the  church,  nearly  all  the  children  and  young  people  atteDi%. 
Last  autumn  a  girl  in  minister's  Bible-class  died  a  triumphant  deuli"- 
{Dundee^  Chalmera\)      *'  The  first  of  our  work  appears  in  thit^  tk  ifi 
every  class  of  young  communicants  I  find  one  or  more  who  profestoliiTe 
been  saved  in  the  Sabbath-school.      The  teachers  meet  togetkr  ever; 
Sabbath  to  pray  for  their  schools.'' — {Bonnethilly  Dundee,)    ''Oardiitiici 
was  visited  by  Mr.  Josiah  Spiers  last  spring,  when  a  deep  intacst  f u 
awakened.    Many  permanent  fruits  are  to  be  found  in  the  SabbathdisKs." 
(BroiLghty-Fcrry^  East^     "  A  baptism  of  the  Spirit  is  the  need  of  w^^ 
for  all  our  schools ;  without  that  the  best  teachers  and  the  best  kso&& 
and  the  best  organisation  are  powerless  for  any  real  spiritual  and  las&og 
good." — {F(yr£uii)     ^^  Great  need  of  the  Spirit  to  flow  down  andwaUi 
the  seed  so  wonderfully  sown." — {KineffJ)     "Not  a  few  hopefnl fiigns oi 
good  being  done." — {CollUton,)  "  Hopeful  indications;  some sbov decided 
signs  of  grace.      There  have  been  two  or  three  really  Christian  deatls 
from  among  the  number.'* — {Aberdeen^  Students'  Mission.)    "  Some  of  kb- 
ior  class  scholars  and  others  in  connection  with  special  meetings  give  ga'i 
evidence  of  a  saving  change." — (St.  dementis.)     "  In  one  school,  *  ^• 
of  inquiry  in  senior  girls'  classes,  some  of  whom  it  is  believed  have  g^^c^ 
themselves^     In  other  schools  increased  interest,  more  regular  atteui' 
ance,  and  evident  Sioxiety  seem  to  indicate  spiritual  benefit." — (Souik) 

"  Great    improvement   in   behaviour ;    much   interest   manlfeiieii  iQ 
lessons,"-— (ferj^Aifl.)     "  Not  without  hope  of  fruit,  seeing  deepiflffW^ 
evinced  by  numbers  of  the  scholars ;  school  and  class  in  a  very  exceil^^ 
state." — {High-)     "  Evident  appearance  of  good  being  done."— {<^ 
stony  Aberdeen,)     '^  More  than  usual  interest  manifested  by  thescboliR^ 
divine  things." — {Rosskeen.}    "  In  one  or  two  cases  of  early  deaii^tt^** 
come  out  clearly  that  the  Sabbath-school  has  been  greatly  blessei  - 
{Cromarty,.),    "  In  a  few  cases  there  is  cause  to  hope  good  has  beendoQe- 
— {Avoch^     "  Signs  not  wanting  that  our  labours  are  not  in  ^^  '° 
the  Lord." — {Noirn.)    "  Growing  interest  manifested  by  scholars.  Hope> 
of  permanent  good  being  done." — {Kirkwall)     "  Of  late  there  is  maDite?: 
a  deeper  interest  as  well  as  a  larger  attendance." — {Eousay.)   *'^^ 
school  superintended  by  a  ]:oung  student  is  specially  interesting ;  good  ass 
been  done  in  iU*'~{Sanday^  Orkney.)    "  Schools  in  a  very  hopeful  v^ 
encouraging  state." — {Sheuchan.)     "  Attention   shown   by  the  scbcan 
unusually   gre&t:'— {Sandbank.)     "In   Perth,   Siiriing^  and  Vunl^ 
hopeful  indications  are  reported  both  in  senior   classes  and  hiabUUi' 
schools."— (^^norf  of  Perth  and  Stirling. )     "  In  one  school  mentioo  ia*» 
of  a  growth  of  piety  and  reverence." — {Presbytery  of  Dunfermline,) 

"  During  past  year  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  scholaw  wy' 
experienced  a  hopeful  change,  and  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  our  wtf^W 
meetings  for  the  young." — {Tayport)  "  Improved  attendance  and  intere*' 
in  lessons." — {Blair  £iff.)  "Cases  of  hopeful  conversion  in  BibM*^ 
— {Auchterless.)  "  No  particular  indications,  but  the  seed  is  being  qjnt^^^ 
sown." — {Cluny,  Aberdeen.)     "  A  very  marked  increase  in  the  aliendan^^ 
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of  children  on  the  regular  church  service;  largely  attributable  to  their 
ezaminatioQ  each  Sabbath  in  school  on  the  sermon  of  the  previous  Sabbath 
forenoon."— (il^ync.)  "  Several  members  of  Bible-class  have  joined  the 
cfaarch." — (Niffg,)  ''Some  from  Bible-class  have  joined  the  church; 
others  very  hopeful.** — {Carloway^  Lewis,)  "Two  reports  speak  of 
fpiritoal  good." — {Presbytery  of  Jedburgh.)  "Several  returns  speak  of 
bopefnl  indications ;  some  in  the  marked  attention  given  to  lessons,  and 
general  behaviour  of  children  in  school.  One  in  testimony  of  child  on  a 
death-bed;  another  mentions  several  cases  of  marked  change  in  the 
children." — {Presbytery  of  Paisley.)  "  Hopeful  signs  of  spiritual  pros- 
perity in  many  of  the  schools." — {Presbytery  of  Hamilton.)  "  Good  done 
is  matter  of  testimony  in  the  returns." — {Presbytery  qf  Lanark.) 

"Indications  of  spiritual  good."— (Dunse;   Wellgate,  Dundee;  Walls^ 
Shetland;  Lochmaben;  Rothesay^  West;  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton.) 


In  closing  their  Beport,  the  Committee  would  again  with  thankfulness 
^er  to  the  great  progress  made  during  recent  years.  The  implementing 
^^  the  deliverances  of  former  General  Assemblies  by  so  many  Eirk- 
Sessions,  Presbyteries,  and  Synods,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  with  such 
i&vked  fidelity  and  success,  is  giving  a  depth  and  solidity  to  the  work 
greater  than  before.  In  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  week-day  educH- 
lioQ  of  the  country,  there  is  apparent  a  quiet  but  very  real  acceptance  by 
ibe  Church  of  the  increased  responsibility  now  lying  upon  her,  to  see  to 
the  Scriptural  instruction  of  the  young.  And  not  only  throughout  her 
borne  borders,  but  in  all  parts  of  her  colonial  connections,  and  in  her 
missions  to  the  heathen  and  to  the  Jews,  the  Sabbath-school  is  now 
r^gnised  as  an  integral  part  of  her  ecclesiastical  organisation.  In  a 
^port  recently  to  hand,  it  is  interesting  to  find  that  the  Sabbath-school 
Committee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Zealand  is  diligently 
fTosecuting  this  work,  on  lines  very  similar  to  those  now  followed  by  the 
CiiiiTch  at  home. 

To  one  more  consideration  reference  may  be  made,  in  its  bearing  upon 
the  well-being,  not  of  the  children,  but  of  the  Church.  Is  there  not  great 
encouragement  in  the  prospect,  that  it  is  from  Christian  men  accustomed 
to  sQch  work  and  to  such  ways,  and  to  such  a  spirit  in  the  doing  of  it,  as 
><  set  forth  in  the  present  Beport,  that  the  future  ministers  and  office- 
^^rs  of  the  Church  are  likely  so  largely  to  be  drawn  ? 

The  Sabbath-school  work  of  the  Free  Church  as  now  carried  on 
<iirectly  concerns  the  interests  of  nearly  220,000  souls.  Of  these,  more 
th&Q  17,000  are  teachers,  while  in  their  Sabbath-schools  and  senior 
classes  198,106  young  persons  are  under  Bible  instruction. 


26  REPORT  ON  8ABBATH-8CH00LS  AND  THE  YOUNG.  ZI| 

In  view  of  the  vast  opportunities  thus  afforded,  and  of  tbe  eoleo^ 
responsibilities  thus  involved,  this  great  cause  is  anew  humbly  coo 
mended  to  the  sympathy,  the  wisdom,  and  the  prayers  of  the  GeDeral 
Assembly. 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  DICKSON,  (kmsr. 


PRESBYTERIAL  AND  SYNODICAL  RETURNS. 
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Though  your  Committee  have  no  report  to  make,  on  any  marked  and 
i^lespread  work  of  grace,  such  as  tbey  were  privileged  to  present  to  the 
fiembly  on  some  previous  years ;  yet,  they  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
Qtn  commnnications  received  by  them,  that,  in  different  parts  of  the 
bnrdi)  encouraging  tokens  of  the  gracious  power  of  the  Spirit  have,  during 
^  past  year,  in  varying  degrees,  continued  to  accompany  ihe  ministry  of 
« Word.  While  these  tokens  have  been  experienced  in  some  measure,  in 
'onection  with  the  services  of  the  regularly  organised  congregations  of 
<«  Cfanrch,  they  have  been  more  visible  in  the  Church's  Home  Missionary 
«rk.  Your  Committee  hope,  that  facts  confirmatory  of  this,  will  be 
irai?hed  at  the  private  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Religion  ;  which 
'ill  no  doubt  as  hitherto  be  appointed  by  the  present  Assembly.  A 
i^rt  of  an  interesting  religious  movement  in  the  island  of  Coll  was 
^ght  before  the  last  Assembly.  The  Committee  have  every  reason  to 
nieve  from  accounts  received  from  the  minister  there,  and  from  others 
^  have  visited  the  island,  that  the"  good  work  is  deepening  in  those  who 
("re  then  its  subjects,  though  its  visible  extension  among  others  may  not 
e  now  80  marked.  An  encouraging  account  is  given  in  the  Free  Church 
lUtirmary  Record  for  April,  of  a  striking  religious  movement  in  the 
**Qd  of  North  Uist,  in  connection  with  the  labours  of  Mr.  Donald 
tewart,  a  well-known  evangelist  of  our  Church.  The  Rev.  D.  C.  Ross, 
yee  Church  minister  of  Appin,  who  furnishes  the  account  as  an  eye- 
itness  of  the  awakening,  informs  us  in  graphic  terms  of  its  depth  and 
'|ent,  and  records  some  of  the  remarkable  evidences  of  its  reality.  He 
nUjs : — 

There  is,  then,  an  uncommon  eagerness  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  more 
|P«cially  how  the  blood  of  Christ  makes  atonement  for  the  soul.     Every  night 

the  week  bnt  Saturday,  with  occasional  day  meetings,  the  people  gathered 
^m  far  and  near  to  hear  the  gospel ;  and  such  was  the  power  of  the  truth  that 
20  A 
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at  timeft  one  and  another  were  constrained  to  cry  alood, — ^wbick  wia  diteonr 
as  tending  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  people, — and  others  had  a  hsrd  str 
to  suppress  their  cries,  while  others  still  might  be  seen  sileatiy  weepmg.  i 
were  awakened  after  returning  home  from  the  meetings,  and  one  man  was  sti 
out  of  his  sleep  with  the  Word  of  Qod  ringing  in  his  ears.  It  was  notieeaUfl 
how  boys  and  girls  were  in  constant  attendance ;  and  cases  are  known  of  < 
ones  h^;ging  behind  their  companions,  and  slipping  away  to  pray  in  tk  « 
hollows.  Two  boys  threw  their  once  fondly-cherished  treasure — a  profaoei 
book — into  the  fire  of  their  own  motion,  feeling,  I  suppose,  that  they  irmt 
mitting  their  dearest  idol  to  the  flames^  Grown-up  people  unable  to  nid  i 
begun  in  several  cases  with  the  alphabet,  and  are  now  able  to  spell  ibor  i 
through  the  Word  of  Grod,  searching  it  as  for  hiddm  treasures.  Tirtvm 
district  prayer-meetings  and  Sabb^h-schook  have  been  started  in  aUiasi 
those  previously  existing.  Not  a  few  have  applied  to  the  minisker  /ar  Sah 
of  which  he  happened  to  have  had  for  some  time  a  considerable  numbs  i«  si 
There  is  a  great  temperance  movement,  and  ooe  night  we  saw  as  manytttv^i; 
six  remaining  to  sign  the  pledge,  another  night  sixteen,  aivl  in  all  Mwki 
about  two  hundred  have  already  given  in  their  names. 

**  Some  profess  to  have  found  the  Saviour,  and  are  giving  credible  eridotf^ 
their  profession  is  sincere.  Some  who  neglected  the  bouse  of  God  from  oae  fU 
or  another  for  years  are  now  in  constant  attendance,  aad  neighbosrevbi 
once  at  variance  are  now  living  in  amity.  But  while  some  have  found  t^e  vSiiii 
more  are  *  under  the  sharp  discipline  of  the  law  in  their  conscieBces,'  wi  mI 
the  way  to  Sion,  weeping  as  they  go.  Sabbath  viaittng,  with  ifti  n^ 
accompaniment  of  vain  conversation, — a  sin  to  which  some  of  themiroti 
addicted, — has  been  abandoned,  with  much  sorrow  for  their  past  offtseei^ 
the  services  nothing  but  the  Psalms  is  sung,  and  there  are  no  after-meeti 
the  anxious  are  sought  out  and  visited  in  their  homes.  The  elders  aixi 
Christians  are  almoat  all  in  full  sympathy  with  the  work,  and  maDifestiii;  i{ 
of  the  utmost  tenderness  towards  the  awakened;  and  we  know  of  ose^ 
who  was  awakened  at  a  meeting  while  a  venerable  elder  was  reading  tki 
*  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand,'  and  she  is  now  rejoicuf  i 
Saviour.  Her  husband,  at  one  time  intensely  worldly,  who  had  the  ahvji 
of  the  Almighty  sticking  in  his  conscience  for  two  or  three  months,  sat  ^* 
occasion  all  night  with  a  Christian  shepherd  reading,  and  singing,  ao'i ; 
when  towards  dawn  the  love  of  God  was  so  shed  abroad  in  his  heart  tifti 
filled  with  wonder  that  all  the  world  did  not  believe  in  Jesus.  Bvt  I 
1>e  tempted  into  details.** 

The  State  of  Religion  within  their  bounds  now  forms  the  sulj 
confercDoe  from  time  to  time  in  all  oar  Presbyteries  ;  and  such  coofc 
are  found  to  be  helpful  and  stimulating.     The  following  eitnc^ 
the  reports  of  Presbyteries,  in  different  parts  of  the  countr}-  will  fa 
to  the  Assembly,  a  generally  oorreot'  oatline  of  the  existing  reiigioosj 
dition  of  the  country. 

The  Presbytery  of  Stirling  report : — 

"  Mb.  Robertson  then  read  the  following  report  of  the  Committee  of 
tery  on  the  conference  held  on  2d  December  1879,  in  the  matters  of 
Morals. 

"  Your  Committee  have  sought  to  gather  up  the  results  of  the  oonfc 
on  the  2d  December  last,  and  beg  to  submit  as  follows  : — 

"  In  regard  to  Jfeligion  and  Morcds. — The  reports  are  without  exceptrsj 
somewhat  favourable  character.     There  have  been  no  such  marked 
revival   as  have  been  experienced  ;  but  there  seems  to  be  generally 
ness  and  spiritual  growth.     The  attendance  on  divine  ordinances  i^  for  tltf ' 
part  reported  as  increasing  in  the  congregations.     Cases  of  disoipUoe  ^^^ 
remarkably  rare.     The  children  and  youth  of  the  congregations,  ioi 
of  the  districts,  seem  to  be  well  cared  for. 
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"More  partienlarly — very  gratifying  ■tatementa  were  made  in  Beyeral 
ftancea,  snch  as — That  there  waa  found  more  readiness  for  Sabbath-school 
ark :  that  the  tone  of  the  general  population  had  been  raised ;  that  family 
onbip  had  increased  ;  that  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  were  working 
ellf  and  had  good  countenance  ;  Uiat  church  attendance  must  have  very  con- 
ienbly  iacreased  in  the  district  from  the  number  of  new  churches  erected ; 
at  Home  Mission  work  had  been  prosecuted  with  encouraging  success ; 
I  the  whole  there  is  manifestly  ground  for  much  thankfulness  to  God. 

**  Bot  on  the  other  hand  statements  were  made  to  the  efifect — That  with  many 
bo  were  not  altogether  of  the  sunken  class,  there  was  indifference  to  divine 
dinanoes ;  that  there  were  evils  arising  from  the  influx  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
polation,  principally  Irish  ;  that  there  was  great  profanity  of  language  among 
ry  young  children,  ceasing,  however,  frequently  as  they  grew  up ;  that  harm 
u  being  wrought,  especiiJly  among  the  young,  by  theatres  of  a  low  class  ; 
tX  each  generation  of  the  lapsed  population  was  growing  worse. 
"  It  was  suggested  that  the  distinct  naming  and  denouncing  of  special  sins  from 
e  palpit  would  be  beneficial  It  was  mentioned  that  close  fireside  dealings  with 
iihdoals  had  been  found  useful." 

The  report  of  the  Presbytery  of  Linlithgow  is  as  follows : — 

**fni^  aUa, — A  conference  on  Religion  and  Morals  was  then  held.  Dr. 
'n>]son  gave  in  the  following  report : — *  The  subject  might  be  most  satis- 
:torily  disposed  of  by  a  fraternal  conference  on  the  subject :  All  the  ministers 
thin  the  bounds  could  testify  more  or  less  to  the  prevailing  deadness  and 
lifference  and  worldliness.  The  neglect  of  family  worship  is  an  evil,  it  is  to  be 
ired,only  too  prevalent.  Might  not  much  more  bedone  by  impressing  upon  young 
nmanicants  the  duty  of  cultivating  the  practice  of  audible  prayer  ?  It  might 
fraaght  with  beneficial  results  to  repeat  the  experiment  tried  some  years  sii^ce,  of 
exchange  of  pulpits  and  week-day  services  by  the  brethren  within  the  bounds. 
lis  might  also  accomplish  the  end  sought  in  recommendation  6, — *'  That  the 
(«byteries  should  be  encouraged  to  visit  the  congregations  within  their  bounds 
deputies  of  their  own  number  during  the  intervening  time,  say  five  years  after 
f  visit  of  the  Assembly's  deputies."  ' 
"  The  Presbytery  cordially  adopted  the  report" 

The  annexed  fall  and  instructive  report  was  forwarded  by  the  Presby- 
7  of  Jedburgh  : — 

"At  Jedburgh^  the  6th  day  of  April  1880 — The  Presbytery  having  met  in  con- 
mce  on  the  state  of  Religien  and  Morals  within  their  bounds,  requested 
KT  clerk  to  draw  up  a  report  thereanent,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Committee 
Assembly  on  Religion  and  Morals. 

'*  1.  The  attention  of  the  Presbytery  was  directed  first  to  the  attendance  of  their 
>ple  on  religions  ordinances  and  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day.  The  Lord's  Day 
Veil  observed  by  those  members  of  the  Church  who  really  value  divine  things  ; 
t  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  among  the  careless  class  of  members  and 
berents  to  look  upon  the  Lord's  Day  as  a  sort  of  holiday,  to  be  spent  in  idle- 
M,  visiting,  and  sauntering.  In  the  congregations  of  the  purely  rural  districts, 
s  practice  of  Sunday  visiting  has  largely  increased  of  late ;  which  is  owing 
rtly  to  the  facilities  for  travelling  afforded  by  Sunday  trains.  The  cause 
lich  farm-servants  give,  in  many  cases,  Ib,  that  as  they  find  great  difficulty  in 
fining  a  holiday  from  their  employers,  they  are  practically  shut  up  to  the  use 
the  Lord's  Day  for  visiting  aged  or  sick  relatives,  if  they  are  ever  to  visit  them 

^11  This  may  be  true  to  some  extent,  yet  the  real  reason,  in  the  great 
M'^rity  of  cases,  for  Sunday  visiting  consists  in  the  mere  love  of  idle  visiting 
^  Ko«si[).     It  seems  that  the  time  must  soon  arrive  when  it  will  be  the  duty 

the  Church  to  deal  with  gross  cases  of  abuse  of  the  Lord's  Day,  as  affording 
f^'md  for  spiritual  discipline  and  censure. 
"2.  In  the  town  congregations  within  the  Presbytery,  the  existing  tern pta- 
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tioDB  to  neglfict  of  the  Lord's  Day  are  even  greater.  In  Hawick,  for  exampU 
great  numbers  of  yonng  men  spend  the  holy  day  in  freqnenting  the  zoadi  lai 
hill-sides  in  line  weather ;  and  it  may  be  supposed  that  their  panaiti  are  h\ 
wholesome  for  either  body  or  souL 

"  3.  As  regards  morals,  the  members  of  Presbytery  considered  thst  the  in 
prevailing  sins  are  intemperance  and  unchastity.     Drunkenness  is  not  prenlot 
among  the  people  in  purely  rural  districts ;   although  there  are  reports  tut 
intemperance  is  spreading  among  women  in  consequence  of  the  cazruige  d  a- 
toxicating  liquors  by  grocers'  carts  over  the  country.     However,  then  is  ■ 
reliable  evidence  in  support  of  this  allegation.     In  the  towns  thocvtisaf 
victims  of  drunkenness,  and  there  many  temptations  to  that  sin  exia^tk^ 
there  are  signs  of  the  growth  of  a  deeper  sense  of  the  great  evil  of  inteajes^^ 
among  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  a  marked  decrease  in  the  preniaeeof 
what  are  called  the  drinking  customs  of  society. 

'*  4.  The  sin  of  unchastity  is  pretty  equally  distributed  in  its  ineide&eeoTff 
the  town  and  country  districts.     The  youth  of  both  sexes,  at  an  eadypoudd 
life,  begin  to  work  on  the  farm  or  in  the  factory,  and  soon  become  pnero^ 
independent  of  parental  controL     Young  women  employed  in  farm  work,  (m'th 
factory,  are  exposed  to  peculiarly  strong  temptations  to  fall  away  from  pvitT  i 
life,  and  they  require  the  careful  superintendence  of  the  Church.    In  nuxtoftbe 
congregations  in  this  Presbytery,  there  are  means  employed  for  theoTeisglitff 
the  young  men  and  young  woman ;  and  some  congregations  report  sfBs  d 
spiritual  life  as  manifesting  themselves  among  the  young.     One  Seasioii  k^ 
that  some  years  ago  they  adopted  the  rule  of  suspending  persons  guilty  of  ^ 
sin  of  fornication  for  at  least  a  year  from  Church-membership,  by  wayof  pvtaf 
them  on  probation,  and  that  this  has  been,  followed  by  good  resolta.   Ithti 
all  events  aided  in  the  creation  of  the  feeling,  that  suoh  a  sin  is  not  h^ 
esteemed  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

"  5.  As  regards  the  means  of  grace,  all  the  congregations  have  Sabbftth-ecWr! 
meetings  for  prayer  and  exposition  of  the  Word'  throughout  the  week,  ibr  ' 
less  frequent ;  some  of  them  have  Bands  of  Hope  in  vigorous  operation;  tm^ 
them  have  had  evangelistic  services  during  the  year.  And  whilst  somtdl^^ 
have  decreased  in  the  number  of  members  during  the  year,  there  is  an  9^^ 
of  members  and  adherents  on  the  whole  in  the  Presbytery.  There  it  i^** 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  Sabbath -school  teachers  and  scholars.  The  Bfi^ 
of  Presbytery  deeply  feel  the  need  of  the  outpouring  o£  the  Holy  Spihte&'>^ 
and  on  the  people ;  and  they  also  feel  the  necessity  laid  on  them  t«  f^ 
all  proper  means,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  «^* 
the  Lord. 

"T.  S.  ANDEBSON,  ?m  a' 

The  Presbytery  of  Nairn  thus  reports :  — 

"  Inter  alia, — ^The  Presbytery,  in  terms  of  a  previous  resolutioo,  eo^* 
conference  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  within  the  boonds.   ^^ 
ministers  and  elders  present  having  spoken,  it  was  ascertained  that  dons^  ^ 
past  year,  in  all  the  congregations  of  the  Presbytery,  the  attendance  (£  ^ 
means  of  grace  has  been  encouraging,  and  that  though  spiritual  life  is  ^^  * 
high,  nor  conversions  so  numerous  as  could  be  wished  for,  yet  in  sU  the  (^ 
gregations  the  ministers  and  office-bearers  have  had  tokens  for  good,  u^  ^ 
see  signs  of  hopefulness  in  the  marked  attention  given  to  the  Word  pfv<^ 
the  increasing  attendance  on  prayer-meetings,  and  the  interest  taken  k^^*^ 
young  in  Sabbath-schools.    Recent  Communion-services  and  evaoge]iitic-iB<^ 
have  been  spoken  of  as  refreshing  to  God's  people,  as  well  as  occasions  oo  ^ 
solemnity  and  seriousness  were  manifested  by  several  persons  who  luul  io^^ 
been  indifferent  to  their  spiritual  welfare. 

**  The  Sabbath  is  generally  well  observed,  especially  in  the  coontry  di'trt'^ 
Family- worship  is  al?io  general,  if  not  universal  in  the  families  coiineet»l^>^ 
the  country  congregations. 
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"Immflnlxty  still  prevailB  to  a  certain  extent^  but  it  is  decreasing.  One 
gntiiying  fact  is  that,  for  many  years  back,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  subject 
m/  wmnumicant  to  discipline  in  scarcely  any  of  the  congregations  of  the 
hwbyteiy,  and  the  kirk-session  of  one  congregation, — Ardclach, — have  not  had 
wewQn  to  administer  discipline  to  either  communicant  or  adherent  for  the  last 
httt  years." 

The  following  interesting  report  is  forwarded  by  the  Presbytery  of 

rain  :— 

"The  Committee  of  Presbytery  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  have  to 
eport  that^  through  their  convener,  they  issued  a  circular  to  the  several  sessions 
nthia  their  bounds,  asking  information  :-^l.)  As  to  the  State  of  Keligion  and 
ionls,  in  general,  in  their  congregation  ?  and  (2.)  As  to  whether  cases  had  of 
tte  occarred  manifesting  the  power  of  divine  grace  ?  and  whether  any  special 
K&08  had  been  employed  for  creating  a  deeper  interest  in  spiritual  matters  ? 

"The  Committee  have  to  acknowledge  replies  to  their  queries  from  all  the 
JDgregations.  And  in  submitting  to  the  Presbytery  a  risumS  of  the  answers 
}iau  beg  to  record  their  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord  for  the  state  of 
i!>tters  among  them  :~> 

*1.  That  while  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  marked  work  of  grace 
oGog  for  special  notice,  there  has  been  much  to  encourage  them  in  their  work. 

"In  one  or  two  congregations,  special  Evangelistic  services  have  been  held 
'rth  promising  results.  One  session  remarks  '  that  two  series  of  special  meetings 
^  beld  in  the  congregation  in  course  of  the  past  year.  .  .  These  meetings 
itended  over  eight  consecutive  days,  were  largely  attended,  and  the  people 
cmed  not  only  attentive  and  appreciative,  but  many  also  seemed  impressed.  . .  . 
t  both  aeries  of  meetings  the  minister  presided,  and  along  with  the  offioe- 
^*nn  took  part  in  the  exercises.' 

"The  session  further  gratefully  record,  te  the  glory  of  the  Sovereign  Lord,  that 
'enty-one  persons  of  different  ages  were  admitted,  on  their  own  profession  of 
>Ting  been  enabled  to  receive  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  into  full  communion  with 
e  Church. 

"  la  one  case  a  parent  and  two  children  sat  together  for  the  first  time  at  the 
We  of  the  Lord. 

"Another  minister  reports  of  four  or  five  having  been  savingly  changed  at  his 
'Meclass,  and  wbo  have  since  made  a  public  profession  of  Christ  at  His  table  ; 
^e,  in  aU  the  congregations  there  have  been  interesting  and  hopeful  cases 
testing  the  power  of  divine  grace.  In  connection  with  this  part  of  the 
^^  they  beg  to  notice  that,  during  the  past  year,  a  greater  number  than 
Mil  of  young  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Lord's  table  for  the  first  time. 

"2.  The  returns  all  report  a  pleasing  interest  in  connection  with  the  ordinary 
>euM  of  grace,  the  attendance  large  and  regular,  and  the  attention  earnest 
» solemn.     The  attendance  at  prayer-meetings  has  been  large,  greater  numbers 
tbe  young  attending. 

"  3-  It  is  reported  that  family-worship  is  observed  as  a  general  rule,  and  that 
'  conntry  districts  family  catechising  on  Sabbath  evenings  is  to  a  great  extent 

mtinued. 

'^  As  regards  morality,  the  tone  is  very  high,  and  cases  of  discipline  are 

The  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  held  a  special  meeting  some  months  ago 
>f  private  conference,  when  the  subjects  suggested  in  a  most  instnictive 
iid  comprehensive  paper,  read  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Sloan,  formed  the 
fecial  topics  of  conference.     In  that  paper  Mr.  Sloan  says : — 

"We  wonld  like  to  see  the  attention  of  ministers  and  kirk-sessions  turned  full 
^  Betiooaly  upon  what  evidences  there  may  be  in  the  midst  of  their  congrega- 
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tions  of  distinctively  spiritual  progress.  It  would  be  good  for  our  sessioiu  to  be 
kept  on  the  watch  for  such  results.  It  would  be  good  for  ourselves  to  knovb 
what  extent,  here  and  there  around  us,  the  highest  ends  of  the  Gospel  miiuBtn- 
tion  are  being  served. 

"Everything  we  do,  as  a  Presbytery,  has  regard  to  the  ' advancemeDi  ef 
religion  and  the  improvement  of  morals  ;'  and  the  manner  in  which  thated  b 
accomplished  in  this  vast  city  is  surely  our  first  concern.     Sensible  of  failure  £i 
of  inefficiency  as  we  all  are,  the  question  naturally  arises.  Is  there  any  wij  br 
which  we  might,  in  a  greater  degree,  be  mutually  helpful  in  accompliiliqg  tk 
great  end  for  which,  as  ministers,  and  as  a  Presbytery,  we  have  anexiiteKxit 
all,  viz.,  the  advancement  of  religion  and  the  improvement  of  morals,  in  est  i^- 
gregations  first  of  all,  and  then  throughout  the  city  ? 

"  Not  that  we  are  to  expect  to  attain  this  end  by  any  new  expedieatii  ^« 
believe  in  the  Divine  ordinance   of  the  €k)spel  ministry,  and  in  tk  Di^ 
efficiency  of  the  GospeL     If  anything  is  to  be  done  for  the  advaBMBe^tJ^ 
religion,  and  the  improvement  of  morals,  it  must  come  through  thew  ixmxt 
instrumentalities,  and  from  the  wise,  united,,  energetic,  and  beUeving  ok  of  aH 
the  influences  God  puts  into  our  handa,  individually  as  ministers,  and  colkeiitciy 
as  a  Presbytery.     But  the  question  is,  Are  we  taming  these  to  the  beftaoecmt^ 
Do  we  get  the  advantage  of  each  other's  experience  and  wisdom  as  we  nigfat^- 
Do  we  get  the  stimulus  of  each*  other^s  enthusiasm  aa  we  ought  to  do?  Doi« 
get  the  aid  of  each  other's  generous  8ym|>athy,  and  large-hearted,  leving  klpn 
the  grand  cause  in  whi^  we  have  all  our  times  of  discouragement^  and  in  v^cb 
we  should  be,  and  feel,  aa  brethren  t    Do  we  so  oome  together,  ia  cm»f^ 
with  our  especial  calling  aa  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  as  to  be  nerved  aad  iastaifi» 
in  a  constant  endeavour  t»  deliver  our  message  more  effectively,  poistedljipn^'^; 
cally,  fully,  and  with  a  clear  and  wise  regard  to  the  circunuitances  of  onr  tise. 

The  Presbytery  of  Islay  forwaxded  to  the  last  General  AbkidI^J^ 
Memorial,  praying  the  Aflsemblj  to  appoint  deputies,  wh9  would  ^ 
some  weeks  to  the  visitation  of  their  island..    The-  idsit  of  deputies  fi» 
the  Assembly  on  the  previous  yeas  was  so  helpfiil  to  the  cause  thire^^i 
considering  the  peculiar  and  necessitous  circumstances  of  the  Pics^^j^ 
the  brethren  of  the  Presbytery  were  desirous  thai;  another  depatatioo^^^ 
be  sent  to  them,  who  would  be  able  to  spend  a  longer  period  in  sodiv^^^ 
within  their  bounds  than  the  former  deputation  could  give.    AmE2^' 
ments  for  carrying  out  the  object  of  the  Memorial  were  left  !■>  ihe  lat» 
of  your  Committee,  who»  along  with  the  Sghland  Committee,  proeoRu 
the  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fraser  of  Rosskeen  and  Mi.  Mat]ied0>^' 
Kiltearn.     Mr,  Fraser  has  forwarded  a  full  report  of  the  work  in  which  fee 
and  his  co-deputy  were  engaged  daily  for  about  thxee  weeks.    The  foUov* 
ing  are  the  closing  sentences  of  his  report : — 

"  Rather,  however,  than  give  their  own  impressions,  your  Committee  will  w<^' 
them  to  give  extracts  from  communications  from  the  brethren  and  offiee*be^ 
which  were  sent  to  them  since  their  return.     Indeed,  before  leaving  the  la^' 
one  of  the  brethren  wrote : — *  All  your  meetings  here  have  been  gooi    ^^^ 
last  night  the  best  attended  weekly  meeting  we  have  had  here  for  many  a  diJ 
There  was  much  earnest  prayer  that  the  seed  sown  in  this  place  ahoaUJ 
abimdantly  blessed,  that  your  labours    elsewhere  in    Islay  should  ^  ^ 
countenanced,  and  that  you  should  both  be  brought  home  in  safety  to  ?  _ 
families  and  congregations.'     'To  me  your  visit  has  been  the  means  oi*^ 
refreshing.     I  feel  strengthened  and  encouraged  by  it,  and  I  do  ^^^.\a 
fruits  among  the  people.     You  cannot  but  feel  how  much  need  we  have  i»  *  "^ 
isolated  place  like  Islay  of  a  visit  such  as  yours  has  been.'    Another  wntei^ 
*  Truly  we  found  your  visit  a  short  sojourn  with  us  most  sweet  and  gr**"/'"*' 
having  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  leaving  no  hUtenettinreBifi^ 
brance.    While  your  unwearied  labouring  in  the  Lord's  work  in  that  tpinti  throng 
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nt  the  ialmd  appears,  from  all  1  heard,  to  have  made  your  labours  most  accept- 
tble,  it  is  mcwt  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  Lord  may,  according  to  the 
iehes  of  His  grace,  grant  the  blessing.  It  is  Hia  alone  to  grant  the  increase,  and 
Fell  it  is  that  it  is  so,  and  good  it  is  for  his  servants.' 

"Another  minister  writes : — 'There  is  a  lively  remembrance  of  your  services 
tmongst  ns,  and  I  trust  the  fruit  may  not  be  awanting.  I  have  had  some  inter- 
sting  meetingB  ainee  your  visit.' 

'*  Another  saya : — '  While  I  cannot  speak  of  cases  of  conversion  having  as  yet 
;ome  under  my  notice,  your  visit  was  the  means  of  a  general  reviving,  and  of 
Bcreased  interest  being  shown  in  the  conoems  of  eternity.  The  effect  on  the 
•eople  has  been  altogether  good.  I  believe  the  Lord  gave  the  blessing.  I  have 
ji  my  own  soul  been  feeling  the  better  of  your  visit  ever  since.' 

"On  the  15th  October  the  Presbytery  unanimously  and  cordially  agreed  to 
osert  the  following  minute  in  their  reooids : — 

***The  Presbytery  agreed  to  record  their  deep  thankfulness  for  the  visit  of  the 

(funeral  AaaemUy's  deputies,  Mr.  Eraser,  Rosskeen,  and  Mr.  Matheson,  Rilteam, 

vho  laboured  in  the  different  oongregations  within  their  bounds  from  the  7th  to 

tbe  2oth  of  August  last.     Their  labours  were  much  appreciated  in  the  different 

'liitricts ;  the  diets  of  worship  were  largely  attended,  and  the  earnest  attention 

r'rtn  by  the  people  to  the  word  preached,  leads  to  the  hope  that  the  services 

vjadacted  by  these  servants  of  Christ  will  be  followed  with  lasting  good  to 

pceioas  soak.     The  memben  of  Presbytery  felt  their  visit  to  be  a  means  of 

'v&cihing  to  themselves.* 

The  Deputies  close  their  report,  by  quoting  an  extract  from  a  letter  from 
tn  office-bearer,  received  since  the  meeting  of  Presbytery. 

*'  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  arrangements  could  be  made  for  your  repeating  your 
^t,  it  we  are  spared  for  another  year,  coming,  it  may  be  (and  if  convenient  for 
you)  in  July.  I  do  hope  the  Lord  will  open  up  the  way  for  this  being  accom- 
pHahed.  Oar  claims  are  more  urgent  than  they  were  last  year,  with  Mr.  Pearson 
hid  uide  entirely,  and  Bowmore  vacant.  Besides,  you  gave  a  promise  of  visiting 
the  islaads  of  JTuia  and  Colonsay  in  any  future  visit.  I  am  sure  the  Free  Church 
can  liave  ao  conception  of  the  state  of  these  islands.  Do  represent  our  case 
strongly  and  plead  our  cause,  the  cause  of  Christ  and  of  perishing  immortal  souls, 
vherever  you  have  an  opportunity.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  may  incline  the  hearts 
^^  those  with  whom  lies  these  arrangements  to  cause  them  to  repeat  your  visit. 
1  am  sure  we  would  gladly  ooatribute  in  any  way  to  cover  part  of  the  expenses." 

During  the  past  year,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  Assembly, 

yoar  Committee  made  arrangements  for  the  visitation  of  the  Presbyteries 

^Hamilton,  Paisley,  Aberdeen,  Dunoon,  and  Inveraray,  consisting  of 

m  congregations.     The  reports  of  the  visitors  to  these  Presbyteries  will 

^  found  in  the  Appendix,  which  is  more  than  usually  bulky  from  the  great 

Damber  of  congregations  visited.     The  perusal  of  these  reports  will  be 

mui  to  be  very  instructive.     They  show  us  what  the  Church's  work  is, 

J|Qd  how  that  work  is  being  carried  on  in  different  parts  of  our  country. 

^^^J  furnish  us  with  a  striking  picture  of  the  spiritual  needs  of  our  land ; 

^d  what  our  Church  is  doing  to  meet  these  wants,  and  the  greater  or  less 

^^gree  of  efficiency,  with  which  suitable  remedial  efforts  are  employed. 

^uag,  that  the  great  ends  for  which  a  Christian  Church  should  exist,  are 

^Qe  edification  of  the  body  of  Christ,  and  the  ingathering  of  sinners  into 

^«e  fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd ;   and  seeing,  too,  that  in  the  outward 

^TgamsaUon  of  the  Church,  we  have  but  the  external  means  by  which 

tae  Spirit  of  Ood  accomplishes  these  ends,  a  most  important  question 

anses^—to  what  extent  are  they  attained  by  all  our  Church  organisation, 

And,  if  they  are  reached  but  in  a  limited  degree,  to  what  causes  is  this 

^^?  partial  attainment  to  be  attributed  ?    The  study  of  the  reports  of 


8  RIPOST  OX  TBS  XXi 

yonr  deputies  cannot  bat  snggest  sncli  questions  as  these:  (1.)  Is 
work  of  our  ministers  in  that  state  of  gracious  efficiency,  in  which  it  d 
only  ought  to  be,  but  in  which  it  might  be  ?    Bo  they  give  themsdr^ 
continually  to  prayer,  and  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word?    (2.) 
is  the  spiritual  condition  of  our  office-bearers?    Are  they  men  of 
full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith,  examples  to  the  flock  by  the 
ness  of  their  lives,  and  their  blameless  walking  in  all  the  comiiiandiBe«i 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord?    Are  they,  by  their  active  and  B^-4ieBT' 
ing  efforts,  helpful  in  forwarding  the  great  work  of  the  Crospel  nuoistrr? 
(8.)  How  is  it  with  the  membership  of  our  congregations?    Aretkjio 
heart  and  in  life  what  they  profess  to  be  ?    It  is  a  great  tu»  of 
thankfolness  that  there  are  so  many  of  our  Church-members  wiio  ^ve 
a  conversation  becoming  the  gospel ;  it  is,  however,  much  to  hedepbrd 
that  there  are  many  too,  of  whom  this  cannot  be  affirmed,  for  tky  t»» 
much  mind  earthly  things.     They  do  not  realise  what  their  responabito 
are  as  Church-members,  and  what  they  owe  to  Christ,  and  to  his  Check 
and  cause  in  the  world.     Your  Committee  deeply  feel,  that  they  bve  ao 
reason  to  expect  that  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth  will  soeceedU^ 
the  extent  to  which  it  could  be  scripturally  looked  for,  until  it  is  HMrtj 
lovingly,  and  fully,  and  devotedly  taken  up  by  the  members  of  the  CM 
and  regarded  by  them  to  be  as  much  their  work,  in  their  position  io  *^ 
Church,  as  it  is  that  of  ministers  in  theirs.     (4.)  A  very  important  in^ 
suggested  by  these  reports  is — What  is  the  spiritual  condition  of  ^ 
families  of  the  Church  ?    Are  all  the  arrangements  of  our  hooseb^: 
conducted  on  the  pattern  of  the  word  of  God  ?    Do  parents,  by  th&s  &* 
gracious  loving  action  in  their  families,  make  their  rule  there,  one  of  nA 
respect  and  acceptableness  to  their  children,  and  do  the  children,  bj^ 
affectionate  and  dutiful  obedience,  contribute  to  the  real  prospeiitj,>B> 
comfort,  and  sweetness  of  home?    It  is  frequently  reported  thit,<^ 
in  the  families  of  the  Church,  there  is  to  be  found  too  much  of  pa^tfu 
neglect,  and  of  filial  disobedience,  both  of  which  sadly  interfere  f^  ^ 
scriptural  family  organisation.     Our  families,  instead  of  being,  bj  ^ 
divine  blessing,  nurseries  for  the  Church,  and  training-places  for  hn^ 
are  not  unfrequently  rearing-spots  for  the  world.     References  are  madei& 
some  of  the  reports  of  deputies,  to  the  early  age  at  which  so  r^^l 
children  leave  their  homes  for  service  elsewhere,  and  the  early  period,  ^i 
while  stOl  living  under  the  parental  roof,  at  which  many  of  them  begin  t^ 
earn  wages.    There  are  evik  connected  with  such  a  system,  which  demtfd 
special  watchfulness  and  effort  on  the  part  of  parents.     The  unsatisfa^^^^ 
state  of  the  existing  relations  between  masters  and  servants  is  referred  to 
by  your  deputies,  and  the  large  non-church-going  population,  which  ev^ 
in  many  of  our  country  parishes,  as  well  as  in  our  cities  and  towns. 

The  wide-spread  existence  of  these  evils,  calls  for  corresponding  ^ 
and  energy  on  the  part  of  the  Church.  The  gospel  of  the  grace  of  |^ 
in  all  its  fulness  and  freeness,  must  be  more  powerfiodly  preached  lo  ^  ^ 
pulpits,  as  the  great  instrumentality  which  the  Spirit  of  Ood  will  hl^®^ 
the  salvation  of  men.  There  must  be  no  yielding  on  the  part  of  vi 
ministry,  to  that  hue  and  cry  which  is  raised  in  some  quarters  at  pr^ 
against  what  is  called  dogmatic  preaching.  This  is  a  style  of  apeaki^ 
and  of  writing  which  is  employed  by  certain  schools,  for  no  other  purpose, 
than  to  hunt  down  the  precious  doctrines  of  God's  salvation.    Nerer  wtf 
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k  more  necessary  than  it  is  now,  to  act  on  the  apostolic  injunction  to 
Timothj,  "  Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words,  which  thou  hast  heard  of 
me,  in  faith  and  lore  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  The  faithful  administra- 
tson  of  the  discipline  of  the  Church  must  be  carefully  attended  to.  The 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  King  of  Zion,  has  appointed  discipline  in  order 
to  maintain  the  purity  of  His  house,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  a  lack  of 
such  purity  is  a  great  element  of  weakness  to  the  Church  of  the  Living 
God,  in  all  efforts  for  Him. 

Your  Committee  are  deeply  convinced,  from  the  knowledge  which  they 
DOW  possess  of  the  state  of  the  Church,  that  if  the  evils,  religions  and 
Bocial,  which  exist  in  the  land  are  to  be  resisted,  and,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  successfully  overcome,  this  can  only  be  by  the  congregations  of  the 
Cboreh  generally  putting  forth  greater  efforts  in  this  direction  than  have 
ever  been  attempted,  or,  in  too  many  cases,  thought  of.  There  must  be 
more  spiritual  activity  among  the  members  of  our  congregations.  Our 
Churches  must  be  composed  of  working  bees,  and  not  drones.  Those  who 
bow  the  Lord  must  strive  to  make  Him  known  to  those  who  are  still 
cttcquainted  with  Him.  The  existence  of  our  congregations  in  every 
Strict  of  the  land  must  be  manifested,  by  that  gracious  verdure,  which, 
!^agh  the  pouring  down  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  all  their  efforts,  springs 
3p  OD  every  side  of  them.  "  For  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is 
bursty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  :  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy 
Ked,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine  offspring :  and  they  shall  spring  up  as 
UDODg  the  grass,  as  willows  by  the  water  courses.  One  shall  say,  I  am 
^  Lord's ;  and  another  shall  call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and 
uother  shall  subscribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself 
W  the  name  of  Israel" — Isaiah  xliv.  3-6. 

The  Committee  feel  that  the  prevailing  worldliness  of  the  day  has 
&  pernicious  effect  on  the  spiritusd  life  of  the  Church;  and  this  evil  is 
intensified  by  the  present  wide-spread  scepticism  in  our  country.  The 
^mosphere  of  the  Church  itself  is  seriously  affected  with  these  injurious 
nigredients,  the  sad  effect  of  which  becomes  only  perceivable,  when  it  has 
Wd  for  a  time  inhaled.  One  of  the  great  questions  of  the  day  which 
tbe  Church  is  called  earnestly  to  consider  is,  how  best,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  these  influential  evils  are  to  be  resisted  and  overcome.  Looking  at 
^  question  in  the  light  of  the  past  history  of  the  Church,  we  learn 
^^  while  during  the  greater  part  of  the  last  century,  both  England  and 
^tland  were  suffering  from  an  epidemic  both  of  unbelief  and  worldliness, 
stich  as  we  are  now  exposed  to,  though  somewhat  different  in  their  mani- 
^^t^d  forms;  and  while  the  great  fundamental  truths  which  were  then 
'^'^ed  by  unbelievers,  were  nobly  and  powerfully  defended  by  a  suc- 
^5sion  of  apologists,  neither  did  scepticism  nor  worldliness  receive  any 
i&^ked  check,  till  God,  in  His  grace,  had  roused  up  within  the  Churches, 
^d  without  them,  men  specially  qualified  for  preaching  that  gospel  which 
bad  heen  so  long  neglected,  and  in  the  room  of  which  a  morality  was 
^gkt,  which,  in  most  cases,  rose  no  higher  in  its  nature  than  the  ethics 
of  an  Epictetus.  It  was  the  labours  of  a  Wesley  and  a  Whitefield,  and 
others  like-minded,  whom  the  Living  Head  of  the  Church  employed  for 
'bis  work  of  the  revival  of  His  cause  in  the  land,  by  which  men  were  led 
^  feel  that  sin  was  their  disease,  and  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  Saviour 
^om  sin,  was  the  Deliverer  whom  they  specially  needed.    These  experiences 
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soon  taught  them  the  hollowness  and  deluaive  nature  of  the  world,  and 
soon  cured  them  of  the  evil  of  scepticism.      Your  Committee  mre  per- 
suaded, that  it  is  an  evangelical  revival  of  this  nature  which  the  land  nov 
sorely  needs,   and   their  earnest  prayer  is,  that  the  gracioiiB  Head  of 
the  Church  may  mightily  revive  His  own  work  in  our  Zion,  and  ihmt  Ba 
Holy  Spirit  may  make  use  of  us  as  a  revived  Church,  as  His  instrameatalfr/ 
for  up-rooting  the  existing  evils  which  are  so  varied  and  powerfal,  and  (or 
converting  our  land  into  a  garden  of  the  Lord,  rich  in  all  the  prodndi?  of 
a  spiritual  vegetation. 

The  Committee  agree  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  that  the  JVesbj- 
teries  to  be  visited  by  Deputies  this  year,  should  be  those  of  GiMsgom 
and  Greenock. 

ALEX.  M'KBNZIE,  Cmm»er. 
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APPENDIX. 


VISITS  OF  EVANGELISTIC  DEPUTIES. 

Bepobt  of  Visitors  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  visit  tub 
Congregations  of  the  P&bsbytery  of  Hamilton. 

Bothwkll^  Visited  by  Rev»  R.  G.  Balfoub,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Joseph 

C.  Robertson,  Elder,  Glasgow. 

BoTHwiLU — This  congregation  has  been  vacant  since  the  end  of  March,  which 
UT  account  for  matters  being  in  some  respects  not  so  satisfactory  as  could  be 
*i^t^  Your  deputies  conferred  with  four  of  the  office-bearers,  and  after  that 
ki<lre8Bed  a  congregational  meeting,  at  which  about  40  were  present.  They 
foond  that  the  present  nunU>er  both  of  elders  and  deacons  is  somewhat  inadequate, 
A  defect  that  can  hardly  be  remedied  until  the  settlement  of  a  pastor.  The  con- 
Sf^g^on,  however,  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  and  the  families  are 
^ted  three  timea  a  year  by  the  elders,  and  occasionally  by  the  deacons.  There 
ve  no  congregaiional  prayer-meetings  at  present,  but  a  general  prayer-meeting 
^  Wd  at  fioihwell  and  at  Blaatyre  on  a  week-day  evening,  and  another  at 
Bothwell  every  Sabbath  at  4  o'clock. 

The  office-bearers  generally  endeavour  to  induce  the  young  in  their  districts  to 
^sd  the  Sabbath-schooL  There  is  no  organised  congregational  effort  at 
present  to  gather  in  the  ncm-chureh-goers.  But  the  congregation  at  Uddingstou 
u  the  fruit  of  a  previous  successful  Mission  there.  And  there  is  a  Mission  Station 
»t  Blaotyre  which  was  started  by  this  congregation,  and  now  numbers  40 
*^^°^nnifants. 

U  was  reported  by  the  Session  that  the  habits  of  the  people  were  improved, 
^^  the  standard  of  mosality  raised,  as  was  evident  from  the  fact  that  for  the 
*3t  8  or  10  years  there  were  almost  no  cases  of  discipline,  while  they  were 
Mully  common  at  one  time.  There  had  been,  however,  no  special  religious 
'^Tement  of  late,  though  there  seemed  to  be  a  growing  earnestness  and  serions- 
^  visible  in  those  attending  church. 

^mce  the  vacancy  the  church  attendance  had  diminished  from  abodt  500  or 
^^  to  400  or  450.  The  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting,  held  before  the 
^'^cy,  was  not  well  attended.  The  attendance  at  the  non-congregatioual 
|Q(«tiQgg  in  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  was  considered  good.  The  elders  had  reason 
*^  oelieve  that  family  worship  was  pretty  generally  maintained  in  the  families  of 

Tbe  Sabbath  is  well  dbserved  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  but  many 
^ine  from  Olasgow,  Hamilton,  and  the  mining  districts  round  about,  and  obtain- 
^H  drink  at  the  hotels  under  the  pretext  of  being  bona  fide  travellers,  disturb 
^  )uiet  of  the  neighbourhood.  Those  employed  in  Dixon's  mines,  Stonefield, 
^^^tytOjihe  scene  of  the  late  disasters,  were  referred  to  as  among  the  most 

oi-Qiy.  xt  was  feared  that  many  parents,  instead  of  catechising  their  children, 
ieftthis  work  to  the  Sabbath-school  teachers. 

/^e  iaxnilies  of  the  congregation  are  supplied  with  60  copies  of  the  Missionary 
J^*  each  paying  for  his  own.  The  duty  of  contributing  to  the  cause  of 
^iBsiODs  is  enforced,  but  there  is  no  sj^cifically  "Mission''  prayer-meeting. 
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The  congregational  Sabbath-whool  is  well  organised,  tbongh  the  amnber  of 
teachers  is  scarcely  sufificient  at  present.     There  is  a  saperintendent  and  about  9 
teachers.    There  are  100  scholars,  who  receive  each  a  copy  of  the  GhUdrai's  Rteord, 
and  contribute  to  some  Missionary  object  at  the  New  Tear.    The  teachen  naed 
to  meet  every  Sabbath  morning  for  prayer.     No  means  are  being  nsed  at  prasgot 
to  gather  into  the  Sabbath-school  the  children  of  the  non-chnreh-going  dbss.    h 
is  hoped  that  the  settlement  of  a  pastor  may  be  the  oocaaion  of  a  f  reah  start  ii 
this  and  other  departments  of  Missionary  work. 

R  O.  BALPOUK* 

JOSEPH  C.  ROBERTSQS: 


Uddinqbton,  visited  by  Bev.  B.  G.  Balfour,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  B. 

Miller,  Elder,  Glasgow. 

This  is  a  new  congregation,  Mr.  Maclachlan,  its  first  minister,  having  beea 
settled  there  only  two  years  ago.  The  deputies  conferred  with  the  mlnisfcpr  vA 
ten  of  the  office-bearers  at  7  p.m.,  and  addressed  a  congregational  meetnig 
attended  by  about  80  persons  at  8.  They  found  that  there  are  four  elders  and 
eight  deacons.  An  election  of  additional  elders  is  needed,  and  is  in  oootempla- 
tion.  The  congregation  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  and  the  famfliw  are 
visited  by  the  elders  three  times  a  year.  Some  of  the  deacons  visit  monthly ; 
others  only  occasionally.  There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings  connected  w^ 
the  congregation. 

The  elders  are  in  the  habit  of  nrging  parents  to  send  iSieir  children  to  t&e 
Sabbath-schooL     No  means  are  nsed  to  gather  in  the  non-chnrch-goem,  tiie  bet 
being  that  there  are  almost  none  in  the  neighbonrhoed  who  are  not  at  lort 
nominally  connected  with  some  Church.    There  has  been  no  very  marked  eztes- 
sive  work  of  revival  lately,  but  about  18  months  ago  some  were  considcnUf 
impressed  in  connection  with  the  regular  services  in  the  church.     The  imaiitfr 
testified  to  many  encouragements  to  pastoral  work,  especially  the  kind  aad  fnak 
dealing  of  his  people,  but  no  special  discouragements.     A  suggestion  was  Arswn 
out  that  the  people  might  be  glad  of  stated  opportunities  of  conversing  wiAlkctf 
pastor  in  connection  with  spiritual  perplexity  or  distress. 

The  church  attendance  is  good,  being  about  300  in  the  forenoon,  and  quite  as 
large  in  the  evening,  when  members  of  other  Churches  sometimes  attend.    The 
congregational  prayer-meeting,  which  is  held  during  the  winter  months,  is  weQ 
attended.     Last  winter,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  the  attend- 
ance  numbered  about  60,  of  whom  the  majority  were  males. 

The  elders  were  not  able  to  say  how  far  family  worship  was  kept  np,  hut  they 
would  make  that  a  matter  for  inquiry.  The  Sabbath  is  weU  observed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  districts  ;  but  a  great  many  drive  through  Uddingston  on  the 
Sabbath  day  ;  this  being  one  of  the  most  favourite  and  frequented  roads  in  tk« 
neighbourhood  of  Glasgow.  The  elders  were  not  prepared  to  say  how  far  the 
habit  of  family  catechising  is  still  kept  up. 

Three  dozen  copies  of  the  Mimtmary  Record  are  circulated  among  the  members 
of  the  congregation.  No  special  means  of  cslling  for  the  liberality  on  behalf  of 
Missions  are  made  use  of.  It  was  suggested  that  it  might  be  yery  useful  to 
secure,  by  annual  collection  or  otherwise,  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  Rtturi 
among  all  the  families,  and  that  prayer  might  be  made  specially  for  Miwiwii  *< 
least  once  a  month  st  the  prayer-meeting. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised.  There  are  85  chiMrEa 
on  the  roll,  and  an  average  attendance  of  about  70.  There  are  11  teacbeAi 
most  of  whom  are  men  of  some  Christian  experience.  They  meet  monthly  in  s 
social  way  for  prayer  and  conversation  about  their  work.  The  teachers  visit  and 
inquire  for  the  absent  children.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  no  children  in  kh« 
neighbourhood  absolutely  uncared  for.     Every  teacher  and  every  child  gets  s 
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eofj  ni  tiie  CWdreii^a  Record,  The  obildren  collect  for  some  Missionary  object. 
A  new  onep  Bach  as  the  London  Missionary  Society,  the  Jews,  India,  Seaside 
Homes,  etc.,  is  selected  every  two  months^  and  annoonoed  to  the  children  before- 
hand. 

Hsppily  there  has  been  no  occasion  for  the  ezercise  of  discipline  in  this 
congregation  as  yet 


Cambdblaho,  visited  by  Bev.  B.  G.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Millbs, 

Elder. 

This  congregation  has  8  elders  and  II  deacons,  which  is  considered  a  sufficient 
ounber.  The  elders  visit  the  congregation,  which  is  divided  into  manageable 
diitricti,  three  times  a  year,  delivering  Commnnion  cards.  These  are  delivered 
once  a  year  by  the  minister  himself.  The  deacons  visit  any  new  members,  to 
introdace  the  collectors. 

There  are  two  district  prayer-meetings  held  by  elders,  though  not  under  the 
nperintendence  of  the  Session.  These  are  connected  with  a  missionary  effort, 
>^ed  to  bring  in  those  who  have  no  chusch  connection.  They  are  held  in 
fBT&te  houses,  and  attended  by  18  or  20  each  on  an  average.  The  families  are 
noted,  and  illustrated  religious  periodicals  distributed  among  them. 
The  elden  interest  themselves  in  various  ways  in  the  children.  They  have  a 
lat  of  the  names  and  ages  of  those  in  their  districts.  Besides  the  two  prayer- 
oeetingB  aboTe  referred  to,  the  office-bearers  do  what  they  can  to  bring  in  former 
BMmbets  of  the  Free  Church  now  lapsed.  They  are  furnished  with  a  list  of  their 
uu&eB. 

The  attendance  at  church  has  much  increased  of  late,  the  numbers  being  from 
^  to  330  forenoon  and  afternoon.  There  were  40  more  at  last  Commnnion 
th&a  the  time  before,  and  20  more  than  on  any  previous  occasion.  A  series  of 
meetings  was  held  last  winter  for  three  weeks  in  connection  with  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  Some  quickening  was  the  result,  though  a  propor- 
tion of  those  impressed  afterwards  fell  away.  One  of  the  elders  has  been  the 
Bieans  of  bringing  four  families  into  church  fellowship  during  the  last  five  years. 
There  is  a  perceptible  improvement  in  the  people  of  the  district,  much  more 
^^^  done  for  their  spiritual  good  than  fonnerly.  There  is  great  encouragement 
i&  pastoral  work,  llie  people  are  glad  to  see  their  minister,  and  to  speak  on 
^ntnsl  things.  His  visits  have  improved  the  church  attendance,  and  the 
attention  of  the  hearers  is  very  marked.  There  is  a  little  half-day  hearing, 
^ough  not  so  much  as  there  was  once.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  congrega- 
^  is  the  number  of  children  who  attend  along  with  their  parents. 

The  attendance  at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  has  increased  considerably. 
^&«Te  are  now  60  present  on  an  average,  containing  a  fair  representation  of  botli 
t^ies  and  of  all  classes.  The  elders  had  not  inquired  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
f&mQy  worship  prevails,  but  intended  doing  so.  Neither  could  they  say  precisely 
^v  ftr  family  catechising  is  kept  up. 

The  Sabbath  is  tolerably  well  observed.  But  the  minister  reported  having 
f^Q  ten  small  shops  open  in  various  parts  of  the  village.  The  Steel  Works  also 
^  the  neighbourhood  involve  a  good  deal  of  Sabbath  work,  and  many  walkers 
fone  out  from  Glasgow  on  the  Sabbath  day.  There  are  too  many  public-houses 
^  Cambuslang,  but  not  much  drunkenness  at  present,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
money  smong  Uie  working  classes. 

^c  U%99umary  Record  is  fairly  circulated.  About  80  copies  are  got,  each 
^^er  paying  for  his  own  copy.  It  was  felt  that  the  circulation  might  be 
iQrther  pushed.  The  minister  had  urged  the  duty  of  contributing  to  Missions 
already,  and  meant  to  do  it  twice  a  year. 

'^0  ^bbath-fchool  is  well  organised.  Including  the  minister's  class  of  80 
(60  of  vhom  are  young  men)  there  are  400  on  the  roll,  and  360  in  actual  attend- 
^^   There  are  32  n^-qualified  teachers,  who  meet  at  the  dose  of  the  prayer 
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meeting  to  go  over  the  lessons,  »nd  on  Sabbath  evenings  for  prayer.  They  bi] 
also  a  Social  Meeting  for  Sabbath-school  bnsiness  once  a  quarter.  There  is  e| 
scope  for  effort  in  the  way  of  bringing  in  more  children,  both  becaose  the  ttkm 
is  filled,  and  because  the  children  of  the  district  are  all  at  one  or  other  of  tin 
Sabbath-schools.  About  100  copies  of  the  Children'' s  Record  sre  circolited. 
The  children  pay  for  them.  They  contribute  upwards  of  £20  anouilr  to 
missionary  objects,  a  different  scheme  being  brought  before  them  every  mfmtk 

There  has  not  been  much  call  for  the  exercise  of  discipline  of  Istc  Oseer 
two  have  been  removed  from  the  roll  for  drunkenness,  and  one  or  tf»  k 
immorality.  - 

After  an  interesting  conference  with  the  minister  and  eleven  of  tiw  <iB»- 
bearers,  the  deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of  180  in  the  church.  Tiff  vcre 
much  gratified  to  find  that  the  ofifice-bearen  had,  by  special  visitatiot  o!  t^ir 
districts,  and  by  providing  tea  for  all  who  came  out,  made  every  effort  to  leesre 
a  good  attendance. 


Chapelton,  visited  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Balfouii,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Miller,  Elder,  Glasgow,  November  20,  1879. 

This  congregation  has  a  sufficient  staff  of  office-bearers,  five  elden  sad  o^ 
deacons.     The  elders  exercise  a  general  superintendence  over  the  eoagttp^ 
at  large.     No  particular  district  is  allocated  to  each  elder.     The  reason  ysp^ 
for  this  arrangement  was,  that  most  of  the  members  resided  in  the  f ilh^  >^ 
were  well  known  to  all  the  elders.     Communion  cards  are  not  used,  asd  ^ 
elders  only  visit  when  there  is  sickness,  or  some  such  special  calL    There  ait  r» 
district  prayer-meetings  at  present,  though  there  were  some  a  good  wtaj  f"" 
ago.     There  are  very  few  in  the  village  who  do  not  attend  church.    Om*  <*^ 
have  been  brought  in  since  Mr.  Paton,  the  present  minister,  came. 

There  has  been  no  special  work  of  revival  here  of  late,  though  spedil*'''"" 
were  held  for  two  weeks  Isst  year.  At  last  Communion,  however,  s  Itf^F^ 
portion  of  the  members  partook  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Supper  that «  ^'f 
former  occasion.  The  minister  bore  testimony  to  the  cordial  ▼^l^!^ 
which  he  was  received  wherever  he  went.  He  was  now  entering  on  to  ^ 
visitation  of  the  people,  going  to  six  or  eight  families  two  days  in  tbe  v«a- 
This  work  and  his  young  dass  gave  him  the  greatest  enconrag^nent 

The  average  attendance  at  church  on  the  Lord's  day  is  from  160  to  180.  Tn 
prayer-meeting  is  better  attended  than  at  any  fonner  time,  from  40  to  50  besg 
present.  All  classes  in  the  congregation  were  well  represented  there.  Bat  to« 
elders  thought  that  the  members,  Iwing  so  near  the  church,  might  attend  is  ft'^ 
greater  numbers.  They  were  not  prepared  to  say  how  far  family  ^^^^^"Jj? 
up.  The  Sabbath  is  generally  very  well  observed.  There  is  a  littb  Saw»* 
walking,  but  not  much  half-day  hearing.  It  was  not  preciKly  known  Iw^**-' 
family  catechising  is  kept  up.  Only  14  copies  of  the  Misrionary  Record  tf< 
circulated  in  the  congregation. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised.  FuUy  100  children  are  in  stteKh»» 
The  minister  has  also  an  adult  class  on  Thursday  evening  of  abont  50,  f^^ 
juvenile  class  on  Saturday  forenoon  of  about  70.  There  are  17  teacberiifl  ^ 
Sabbath-school,  6  of  these  being  office-bearers.  They  have  not  been  a  |^^ 
habit  of  meeting  for  prayer  or  preparation  of  the  lessons.  Ahnoet  t»  '^ 
children  in  the  place  are  at  one  or  other  of  the  Sabbath-schools.  Sixty  cdp»*^, 
the  Children's  Record  are  in  circulation.  The  children  contribute  to  the  «J*  ' 
Missions,  their  offerings  being  divided  among  the  various  schemes  of  the  Cw 

It  was  reported  that  the  cases  calling  for  the  exennse  of  d^ciP^f^^ 
paratively  few,  and  that  the  state  of  morality  in  the  district  is  much  higher  tov 
it  was  some  twenty  years  ago. 
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The  depntieB  haTing  conferred  for  an  hour  with  the  minister,  four  elden, 
agbt  deacons,  and  the  Sabbath-school  teachers,  then  addressed  a  meeting  of 
ipwards  of  90  of  the  congregation  on  personal  and  family  religion,  and  on  the 
Ittty  of  not  becooiing  weary  in  well*doing. 


Slaxttse,  visited  by  Bey.  R  O.  Balfour,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Miller,  Elder,  Glasgow,  November  21,  1879. 

This  congregation  is  'divided  into  manageable  districts,  superintended  by  seven 
•Mors  and  nine  deacons,  a  sufficient  number  for  the  purpose.  The  elders  visit 
hi  families  twice  a  year  when  distributing  the  Communion-cards.  In  addition 
A  this,  both  elders  and  deacons  visit  the  sick.  A  prayer-meeting  is  held  in  one 
iUtrict  every  Wednesday  evening,  moving  from  house  to  house  ;  another  is 
M  in.  another  district  on  Sabbath  evening :  the  average  attendance  at  each 
iboat  25.  In  addition  to  these.  Mission  district  prayer-meetings  were  held  last 
tinier,  three  each  week,  for  a  period  of  two  months  and  a  hall 

The  interest  of  the  office-bearers  in  the  young  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  eight 
fithem  are  Sabbath-school  teachers.  The  plan  of  giving  a  small  illustrated 
(net  to  the  children  when  visiting  was  suggested,  and  the  idea  was  cordially 
atertained«  The  Mission  prayer-meetings  already  referred  to  were  the  chief 
Deans  used  to  bring  in  the  careless.  Several  had  thus  been  reclaimed.  There 
liad  been  a  great  increase  in  the  attendance  at  church  since  the  fatal  pit  explosion, 
though  on  the  other  hand  there  was  no  visible  improvement  in  the  conduct  of 
tlie  UDgodly. 

Mr.  Macdonald  reported  that  the  state  of  religion  in  the  congregation  was 
more  hopeful  at  present  than  he  had  ever  seen  it.  They  were  in  a  very 
interesting  condition  spiritually.  After  having  been  engaged  for  some  time  in 
prayer  for  revival,  a  visit  of  Captain  Sylvester  for  a  fortnight  had  been  much 
blessed.  Believers  were  quickened.  Some  were  brought  into  great  anxiety 
about  their  souls,  of  whom  several  seemed  to  have  found  Christ,  while  others 
vcre  under  conviction  stUL     Meetings  were  being  held  three  nights  a  week. 

There  had  been  discouragements  to  pastoral  work,  but  the  encouragements 
vere  greater  now  than  ever.  The  attendance  at  church  in  the  forenoon  was 
«ko\it  300.  The  afternoon  service,  being  ill  attended,  was  given  up,  and  an  even- 
ing one  substituted  in  its  room,  which  was  now  nearly  as  good  as  that  in  the 
forenoon. 

The  weekly  congregational  meeting  is  attended  by  30  on  an  average,  repre- 
amting  all  rlannrn  Family  worship  is  better  maintained  than  it  once  was, 
^ongh  too  many  neglect  it.  The  Sabbath  is  worse  kept  by  the  general  com- 
'i^Qiuty,  owing  to  the  great  influx  of  Irish  Papists,  but  better  observed  by 
ii^ci&bers  of  the  congregation  than  at  one  time.  There  is  too  little  family 
catechising.  As  the  Sabbath-school  meets  in  the  forenoon,  it  ought  not  to  inter- 
^«f«  with  it.  At  the  same  time,  some  of  the  Sabbath-school  teachers  find  that 
parents  are  now  paying  more  attention  than  they  once  did  to  the  preparation  of 
the  lessons  on  the  part  of  the  children. 

The  chief  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  are  drinking  and  profane  swearing, 
cMefly  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Boman  Catholics.  The  Session  are  not  so  much 
troubled  with  cases  of  immorality  as  they  once  were. 

The  Mittkmary  Record  is  not  at  all  sufficiently  circulated.  Only  about  12  or 
U  copies  are  procured.  The  office-bearers  were  strongly  recommended  to 
^i^deavonr  to  circulate  it  as  widely  among  the  members  as  possible. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised.  From  100  to  120  are  on  the  roll, 
W  90  to  110  in  actual  attendance.  There  are  14  teachers.  At  one  time  they 
^«t  on  Thursday  evenings  to  go  over  the  lessons.  The  prayer-meeting  makes 
that  inconvenient  now,  but  they  are  all  supplied  with  notes  on  the  lessons. 
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They  meet  for  prayer  on  SabtMiths  after  the  school  haa  been  diamined,  and  < 
Wednesdays  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  Psalmody  practice.  Veiy  fe 
children  are  not  at  some  Sabbath-school.  Some  attend  more  than  one.  A  oaj 
of  the  ChUdren*s  Record  is  sapplied  to  eveiy  family  that  haa  a  child  at  sckoo 
Often  private  religious  publications  are  also  circulated.  The  children  ooUeet  fni 
IDs.  to  128.  a  month.  Their  collections  are  appropriated  to  a  different  ob/ee 
every  quarter. 

After  an  interesting  conference  with  the  ministers,  12  of  the  office-betray  lad 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school,  from  7  to  8  o'clock,  the  Tk^iHa 
addressed  about  120  of  the  congregation,  on  Christian  life  in  the  indiTidyH  t&i 
family,  and  the  Church. 

On  Sabbath,  November  23d,  the  Deputies  held  an  evangelistic  iiMtiBg  is 
Bothwell  Free  Church  at  6.30  P.M.  The  meeting  waa  good  and  tk  |Hple 
listened  with  marked  interest  and  attention.  Mr.  Balfour  had  pferk-jlj 
preached  at  Cambuslang  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  Mr.  Milk  \il 
addressed  the  Sabbath-school  children  iu  Uddingaton  Free  Chureh. 


East  Kilbride,  visited  by  Bey.  B.  O.  B^LFouBy  Ediabiirgh,  and  M&. 
J.  B.  Miller,  Elder,  Crlasgow,  November  24,.  1879. 

This  congregation  is  sufficiently  supplied  with  office-bearers,  havxi^  6  e)^ 
and  1 1  deacons.  It  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  each  of  whid  is  under; 
the  charge  of  an  elder  and  deacoo.  The  deacons  visit  the  people  moathly.  V» 
elders  do  not  visit  statedly.  It  was  felt  by  some  of  them  that  if  they  ^  ^ 
deliver  Communion^cards  twice  a  year  this  would  give-  them  »  plea  for  vistas 
of  which  they  would  gladly  avail  themselves.  There  are  no  dirtrict  pnr'^* 
meetings.  Some  of  the  office-bearers  show  their  interest  in  the  yoimg  by  ia^ 
in  the  Sabbath -school. 

No  special  efforts  are  made  by  the  congregation  to  bnng  in  the  noiKC^B^ 
going,  who  all  claim  nominal  connection  with  the  Established  Choid  Ai' 
there  is  a  monthly  distribution  of  tracts  by  ladies  belonging  (0  nncn 
denominations.     Ten  or  eleven  are  thus  employed. 

About  six  years  ago,  at  the  time  of  Messrs.  Moody  and  Sankey's  ▼iottc'tk^ 
country,  there  was  a  quickening  in  the  congregation.  Special  services  nm'^^ 
and  several  were  to  all  appearance  truly  converted.  At  present  there  is  agR*^ 
appearance  of  earnestness  in  the  congregation  than  there  was  a  year  ago.  tU 
is  apparent  in  the  week-day  services,  and  in  those  held  on  Sabbath  eTenin^ 
One  great  encouragement  to  pastoral  work  is  that  the  minister  is  voy  vcU 
supported  by  his  office-bearers.  The  average  attendance  at  church  in  tb<  f(>T^ 
noon  is  about  250.  The  evening  service  is  even  more  laigely  sttenie^ 
being  the  only  one  in  the  village.  The  prayer-meeting  is  attended  by  aboot  5i'. 
representing  all  classes  of  the  congregation. 

Family  worship  is  pretty  well  maintained  by  members  of  the  congregatioo,  1>^ 
not  so  much  in  the  village  generally  as  it  once  was,  owing  to  the  indox  - 
strangers.  At  one  time  the  Sabbath  was  remarkably  well  observed  io  &^ 
Kilbride,  and  still  its  observance  is  by  no  means  bad.  Some  time  %ff>  a  ^^^'^\ 
used  to  come  up  from  Blantyre,  Cambuslang,  and  elsewhere,  and,  on  the  pl^' 
being  bona  fide  travellers,  get  drink  at  the  hotels.  This  resulted  in  ^"t'' 
disorderly  scenes.  Latterly,  since  the  Blantyre  disaster,  and  the  depress^»  '- 
trade,  there  has  been  much  less  of  this.  There  has  also  been  of  late  yesii  a  markf^ 
diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  immorality  in  this  district. 

Some  of  the  families  are  known  to  catechise  their  children  carefally  00  (f* 
Lord's  Day.  Others,  there  is  reason  to  fear,  leave  them  too  much  to  the  SabUt.^ 
school  teachers.  Thirty-six  numbers  of  tiie  JiiisBumary  Record  are  circdattL 
each  paying  for  his  own.  It  was  suggested  that  it  would  be  very  desirable 
either  through  the  deacons  or  otherwise,  to  endeavour  to  give  every  fsaily  a  copy. 
The  duty  of  contributing  to  the  cause  of  missions  is  not  espedally  eafoived. 
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The  Sftbbatii-flehool  is  mainly  congregationftl,  and  is  attended  by  about  40, 
toe  minister's  class  by  about  16  young  men  and  women.  There  are  8  or  9 
Sabbath-school  teachers,  who  nsed  to  meet  for  prayer  and  preparation  of  the 
ksdoiis,  bat  do  not  at  present.  There  is  a  Band  of  Hope  school  held  every 
Sabbftth  morning,  the  teachers  of  which  are  deacons  from  all  the  congregations. 
It  ii  well  attended.  All  the  children  of  the  place  are  thus  well  oared  for.  The 
(%iIdrfH*s  Miaaiionary  Record  is  given  to  all  the  Sabbath-school  children.  They 
coDferibate  to  the  missionary  cause,  the  object  to  which  tlieir  collections  are 
pvtn  having  been  for  some  years  back  the  Madras  Medical  Mission. 

It  was  reported  that  a  good  many  of  the  farm-servants  are  now  Irish  Roman 
Catbolics,  that  as  a  class  they  are  not  of  high  moral  character,  though  of  course 
there  are  honourable  exceptions,  and  that  those  of  them  who  are  Protestants 
geD«ralIy  attend  some  church,  though  not  very  regularly. 

Mter  conferring  for  an  hour  with  the  minister,  3  d  the  elders  and  7  of  the 
dracoes^  the  deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of  about  70  ol  the  congregation  in  the 
eborcb. 


Stonehouse,  visited  by  Rev-  R.  G.  Balfour,  Edinhnrgh,  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Miller,  Elder,  Glasgow,  November  25,  1879. 

Tbis  congregation  is  well  supplied  with  office-bearers,  having  10  elders  and  12 
<b»na  One  or  two  more  are  about  to  be  elected.  It  is  divided  into  mauage- 
ible  districts,  each  being  under  the  charge  of  its  own  elder  and  deacon.  The 
<i<acoaa  visit  monthly ;  the  elders  net  so  statedly,  but  as  far  as  they  can.  There 
Inre  been  no  district  prayer-meetings  for  a  long  time  back  ;  not  since  the  illness 
of  two  elders  who  used  to  hold  them.  Such  meetings  are  ocoasionally  held  by 
tb«  minister,  especially  when  he  has  to  administer  baptism  in  a  private  house. 
It  was  thought  by  the  elders  that  such  meetings,  if  statedly  and  generally  held, 
^ould  interfere  with  the  congregational  prayer-meeting.  The  office-bearers 
interest  themselves  in  the  young.     Many  of  them  teach  in  the  Sabbath -school. 

Witb  the  view  of  bringing  in  the  careless,  the  minister  visits  indiscriminately, 
vlthoat  missing  a  single  door.  The  Session  have  also  appointed  one  or  two  of 
their  nnmber  to  devote  their  special  attention  to  those  who  have  lapsed  from  their 
owTi  congregation. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  more  life  in  all  the  congregations,  and  in  the  district 
generally,  than  there  was  at  one  time.  In  this  congregation,  the  increased  attend- 
^  on  the  means  of  grace  is  a  very  hopeful  symptom.  There  has  been  no 
1*ci*i  or  extensive  work  of  revival  nere  of  late,  but  there  have  been  some  decided 
<^^iiversions,  and  several  are  deeply  interested  in  divine  things.  Special  services 
*«re  beld  for  a  week  in  March,  which  were  productive  of  fruit.  There  was  a 
^^nifest  work  of  grace  in  the  years  1860-61  ;  and  four  years  ago  an  evangelist 
•iboured  here  for  some  time.  There  were  many  converts,  and  they  have  stood 
^^  A  common  hindrance  to  the  work  in  other  places — the  sin  of  intemperance 
~~u  not,  so  the  minister  testified  from  personal  observation,  a  prevailing  evil  in 
tbia  place. 

there  is  much  encouragement  to  pastoral  work.  The  average  attendance  at 
l^barcb  during  the  day  is  500  ;  in  the  evening,  at  least  600.  The  prayer-meeting 
^  veil  attended.  About  80  are  present  during  winter  ;  in  summer  the  number 
u  Dearly  doubled.  Family  worship  is  maintained  in  the  families  connected  with 
the  congregation  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  so  is  catechising  on  Sabbatn  even- 
"Jgs.  The  Sabbath  is  remarkably  well  kept.  There  was  some  hotel-drinking  on 
^^  part  of  men  coming  \ip  from  Quarter  and  Larkhall,  but  that  has  been  checked 
>')  the  meantime.  There  is  a  little  Sabbath  walking.  There  is  a  decided  im- 
P^veineat  in  the  district,  in  respect  of  breaches  of  the  seventh  commandment. 

^^y  few  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  circulated  in  the  congregation. 
^^ggestions  were  made  by  the  Deputies  as  to  the  best  way  in  which  this  defect 
^^SDt  be  remedied,  and  the  office-bearers  promised  to  take  the  matter  into  serious 
^'^ideration.  The  duty  of  contributing  to  the  cause  of  missions  is  inculcated 
^'^^  tbe  pulpit. 

20  B 
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The  Sabbftth-aohool  ia  well  organised.  There  are  180  on  the  roU,  and  140  i 
160  of  an  average  attendanoe.  The  minister's  class  of  young  men  and  wunei 
held  on  Sabbath,  is  attended  by  50  or  60.  There  is  a  good  stslf  of  teachen  i 
the  Sabbath-school,  among  whom  are  5  elders  and  3  deacons.  They  do  not  i 
present  meet  for  prayer  or  preparation  of  the  lessons.  The  minister  goet  overtfa 
Bible-lesson  briefly  before  giving  the  address  at  the  Wednesday  evening  pnfer 
meeting.  No  copies  of  the  Children's  Record  are  dirtribnted.  They  nwd  to  ^ 
given  and  paid  for,  but  the  demand  gradually  ceased.  The  gratoitooB  chciliM 
of  some  religious  periodical  among  the  young  was  strongly  recommended.  Itm 
mentioned  that  they  wonld  probably  soon  be  in  possession  of  a  fund  avai]tliie/« 
that  purpose.  The  children  contribute  to  various  missionaiy  object^  oefa « 
Foreign  and  Jewish  Missions,  etc. 

There  are  several  farm-servants  in  this  district,  but  the  oiffioe4)eiia  M 
nothing  special  to  say  in  regard  to  them. 

There  has  been  only  one  case  of  discipline  during  the  past  year. 

After  an  interesting  conference  with  the  minister,  6  elders,  and  8  deteoo^lm 
3  to  4  o'clock,  the  Deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  cougregstioo  u  tb 
church,  attended  by  about  30  or  40  persons.  The  small  attendance  vu  i» 
partly  to  the  fact  that  the  meeting  was  held  during  the  day,  to  suit  the  conTeoi- 
enoe  of  the  Deputies,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  day  previous  wai  the  km 
day,  ao  that  many  were  more  than  usually  engaged. 


Strathatxn,  visited  by  Bev.  B.  G.  Balfoub,  Edinbargh,  and  Mr.  J.  R> 
MiLLBR,  Elder,  Glasgow,  November  25,  1879. 

This  congregation  has  8  elders  and  6  deacons,  which  ia  considered  a  ntiBQat 
number,  as  the  deacons  are  assisted  by  5  collectors.  Each  district  iiaoder|h 
care  of  its  own  elder  and  deacon.  Thie  elders  are  not  in  the  habit  of  lUtoilr 
visiting  the  people,  but  only  in  case  of  sickness,  or  some  such  special  call  ^ 
are  no  district  prayer-meetiogs  held  by  the  offioe-bearera,  but  the  miDuter^ 
one  in  the  school-room  on  Thuraday  eveniog,  and  another  in  the  same  ^^ 
Sabbath  afternoon,  except  when  the  monthly  evening  aervice  ia  held  in  t^eekS''^ 

For  the  last  nine  months  special  efforts  have  been  made  to  reach  thoeef^^ 
fallen  away  from  church  attendance.  The  minister  had  a  list  of  ikct  !0 
families  of  that  class  whom  he  was  viaiting  once  a  week.  He  had  saooKded  ii 
bri aging  acme  of  them  out  to  attend  ordinancea,  though  aomewhat  irRg>^- 
One  cause  of  this  irregularity  was  the  extreme  poverty  which  prevailed. 

From  the  year  1862  to  1870  a  good  deal  had  been  done  to  promote  the  R^^ 
of  religion  in  the  diatrict.  For  the  laat  ten  yeara  revival  meetings  had  beenbw 
for  at  leaat  a  month  every  year,  and  very  conaiderable  impreaaion  made.  Tbd« 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  real  fruit  ariaing  from  the  religious  movement  coiui«^ 
with  Mr.  Moody's  visit  to  Scotland.  Unhappily  the  work  sometimes  got  iotov* 
hands  of  very  young  and  inexperienced  persons.  The  Pl3rmottthi5tfl,  too,  v 
made  capital  out  of  it — both  sects  of  that  communion,  Darbyitas  and  Ai^ 
Darbyitea,  being  repreaented  here,  though  neither  of  them  very  nnmeroos.  f* 
the  last  two  yeara  tiiere  had  been  very  little  religioua  movement  in  the  town.  Tm 
members  of  tiie  Free  Church  were  very  attentive  to  divine  ordinances.  A  v«^ 
of  meetings  was  held  last  winter  by  Presbyterial  arrangement^  but  osring  to  ^ 
yetj  severe  weather  they  were  not  well  attended. 

The  minister  stated,  with  reference  to  pastoral  work,  that  he  was  p^^^j'^ 
anxious  to  get  the  young  men  and  women  of  the  congregation  to  attend  his  Bi^^^ 
class,  but  found  them  not  so  willing  as  he  would  have  liked.  However,  he  «^ 
glad  to  say  that  during  the  last  few  months  the  attendance  had  improved.  1|| 
numbers  attending  church  on  Sabbath  forenoon  were  about  200.  The  moouij 
evening  sermon  was  attended  by  about  400.  The  attendance  at  the  coogi^ 
tional  prayer-meeting  varied  from  15  to  25.  It  is  kept  down  bythecircum«taff» 
that  it  must  be  held  either  in  the  church,  which  ia  large  and  cold,  or  in  t&e 
aeaaion-houae,  which  ia  much  too  amall.  The  attendance  at  the  district  prsf^ 
meeting  on  Thuraday,  variea  from  20  to  40 — on  Sabbath,  aboat  5(^ 
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II16  dden  beliered  that  family  worship  waa  very  generally  observed  by 
wmbeis  of  the  ooogregatioii.  The  Sabbath  is  well  observed,  except  that  there  is 
K>  much  Sabbatb  walking.  Some  time  ago  the  miners  from  Larkhall  used  to 
noe  op  and  drink  at  the  hotels,  and  brawl  in  the  streets  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
St  latterly  that  had  nearly  ceased,  owing,  probably,  to  the  reduced  wages  they 
%re  earning. 

Family  catechiaing  exists  to  some  extent,  undoubtedly.  Twenty-five  copies  of 
le  Minionary  Record  are  circulated,  each  member  paying  for  his  own  copy.  The 
epoties  strongly  urged  the  desirableness  of  promoting  a  larger  circulation.  The 
aty  of  contributing  to  the  cause  of  missions  is  at  times  enforced. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  attended  by  99  ;  the  minister's  class  by  53.  There  are 
3  teachers  in  the  Sabbath-school.  They  do  not  at  present  meet  for  prayer  or 
reparation  of  the  lessons.  No  speciid  efforts  are  made  for  gathering  in  the 
iiiidren  of  careless  parents.  It  is  believed  that  almost  all  the  children  attend  one 
r  other  of  the  Sabbath-schools  in  the  place.  At  one  time  there  was  another 
kbbath-school  connected  with  the  congregation,  designed  specially  for  that  dass, 
at  it  does  not  now  exist.  Fifty  copies  of  the  dhUdren's  Record  are  in  circulation. 
ill  the  children  get  either  a  Record,  or  some  other  publication,  monthly.  The 
kLildren  contribute  to  various  missionary  objects  from  time  to  time. 

The  state  of  discipline  in  the  congregation  does  not  indicate  anything  in  the 
nf  of  scandalous  sin  more  than  ordinary.  *  If  anything,  there  has  been  an  im- 
pnfement  in  that  respect  of  late. 

After  an  interesting  conference  with  the  minister,  5  elders,  1  deacon,  and, 
ionng  part  of  the  time,  a  number  of  Christian  workers,  the  deputies  ad- 
Inoed  a  meeting  of  about  40  or  60  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  in  the 
hnnh.  The  attendance  here  too,  as  in  Stonehouse,  was  seriously  affected  by  the 
iicumstance  of  the  term-day  falling  on  the  day  immediately  preceding  that  of 
^  Tiait  of  the  deputies. 

ConcZiMtofi. — On  the  whole,  your  deputies  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
v'ery  favourable  impression  has  been  left  upon  their  minds  by  what  they  saw 
Qd  beard  during  the  course  of  their  visitation.  They  have  found  the  congrega- 
UHM,  in  general,  well  organised  and  in  good  working  order.  The  ministers  spoke 
lopefnUy  of  their  work,  and  were*all  in  happy  and  harmonious  relations  with  their 
ffice-bearers  and  people.     The  young  are  well  cared  for  in  the  Sabbath-school. 

0  lome  congregations  a  good  deal  of  effort  is  put  forth  to  reclaim  the  careless. 

1  Tiiible  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  moral  tone  of  the  district,  and  in 
^e  pUices  there  has  been  a  gracious  work  of  revival 

Since  their  visit  to  the  Presbytery,  the  deputies  have  perused  with  much  in* 
'*^  a  Beport,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Laing  of  Stonehouse,  regarding  evangeUstio 
^^icea  held  within  the  bounds  last  March.  They  think  it  very  evident,  that 
3  Bome  places  that  effort  has  been  followed  by  very  valuable  results,  and  they 
'*joice  to  know  that  the  Presbytery  have  resolyed  to  hold  similar  services  next 

r«w. 

ROBERT  G.  BALFOUR. 


VISITATION  of  Congregations  in  Aibdris  and  neighbourhood,  withiD 
bounds  of  Pbisbttbby  of  Hamilton,  November  17-24,  1879. 

I^eputies, — Rev.  J>.  J>.  Bannerman,  Perth  ;  Messrs.  James  Miller,  James  H. 
*^ckton,  and  J.  0.  Robertson,  Elders,  Glasgow.  (The  latter  two  gentlemen  gave 
V^Dxght's  service  each.  Mr.  Miller  visited,  along  with  Mr.  Bannerman,  High 
^^»Kh,  Airdrie,  West  Church,  Airdrie,  and  ChapelhalL) 

^  ^*ch  congregation  the  deputies  met  with  the  minister  and  other  oflBce-bearers, 
^  ^  wherever  it  could  be  arranged,  with  the  workers  separately  from  the 
^^CK'cg^tion.     The  oonf erenoea  thus  held  were  felt  by  the  deputies  to  form  one 
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of  the  mo«t  interesting  and  profitable  parts  of  their  misnons.  There  wai  in  thed 
a  frank  interchange  of  views  regarding  the  state  and  furtherance  o!  the  worka 
Christ  in  the  congregations  and  districts  visited.  Any  snggestions  made  by  a 
were  in  every  case  received  in  the  most  friendly  spirit.  We  can  testify  to  tk 
stimulus  which  we  have  onrselves  received,  and  to  hilits  gathered  for  oor  on 
nse,  from  intercourse  with  the  brethren  with  whom  we  were  brought  into  coaaet 
in  the  different  congregations. 

Without  going  into  the  numerous  details  noted  at  the  time  regardiaf  eii 
congregation,  the  following  points  may  be  reported : — 

1.  Bboomknoll,  Airdrie. —  Visited  Hovember  17. — ^Veiy  considersbkiiM 
shown.  We  met  in  the  church,  with  the  best  representation  of  a  coogre^ 
which  we  saw  in  Airdrie.  In  correspondence  with  this,  the  minister  reported tke 
best  average  attendance  at  weekly  prayer-meeting  (60-70).  CongregstioBSKW- 
what  crippled  in  efforts  among  the  young  for  want  of  hall  and  eb»T«3 
accommodation.  Very  desirable  that  the  spiritual  life  manifest  among  ^ 
bearers  and  people  should  not  be  hindered  in  this  way  from  developing  in  uxa 
work,  as  it  might  otherwise  do. 


2.  Graham  Street. —  Vhiied  November  18. — A  small  Reformed  Presbjioiu 
I  congregation,  which  has  passed  through  the  shocks  of  two  disruptioni,  u<li3^ 
!  be  judged  accordingly.  Good  representation  of  office-bearers  and  congregi^i 
I                           at  the  meeting.     A  certain  lack  of  organisation  and  slackness  in  work  on  pvt  of 

some  office-bearers,  to  be  accounted  for,  in  part  at  least,  from  the  circnmstuM 
and  discouragements  of  the  congregation,  and  from  their  being  so  widely  Bcattavi 
in  the  country.  There  are  signs  of  reviving  interest  and  prosperity  in  t^ 
Sabbath-school  department.  Temperance  work  heartily  taken  up.  AnexceD^ct 
I  Band  of  Hope,  with  160  on  the  roll,  meets  weekly  in  the  church. 

3.  High  Church,  Airdrie. — Visited  November  19  and  23. — Well  orjii*^ 
and  vigorous  congregation.  Good  work  done  among  the  young.  A  ^svi^H 
Mission  Sabbath-school  as  weU  as  a  congregational  one.  No  senior  clto«s<><'(^ 
the  minister's  Bible-class,  taught  eeparately  from  the  general  Sabbatb«^'^ 

I  No  Foreign  Mission  Association,  although  minister  in  favour  of  it    ^^ 

I  urged  consideration  of  both  points;      Mr.  James  Miller  gave  copies  of  Dr  ^^ 

'  Smith's  Jubilee  pamphlet  on  Foreign  Missions  to  all  the  office-bearers.  ^^ 

I  work  at  engines  and  iron  works  stated  here,  as.  in  other  congregstioBS, « ^ 

hindrance  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  many.      Minister  reports  effect  of  i«^ 

I  revival  movement  to  be  seen  eepecialiy  in  increase  of  life  and  zeal  smong  chifn 

I  members.     More  office-bearers  take  part  in  prayer  and  Christian  woii  sov  ^ 

I  ever  in  his  experience  during  a  thirty-five  years'  ministry. 


4.  West  Church,  Airdrie.—  Visited  November  20  and  23.— Minister  only  s®* 
nine  months  settled ;  plans  therefore  not  fully  developed,  but  mucli  Cbns^JB 
work  is  being  set  on  foot  with  encouraging  results,  and  doubtless  more  to  foUo* 
Attendance  of  congregation  not  so  good  as  might  have  been.  Workers  esne  <^ 
well.  Arrangement  of  districts  not  complete,  but  being  looked  to.  Fifty^ 
persons  reported  as  workers,  including  Sabbath-school  teachers,  besides  i^^^^ 
bearers.  An  Evangelistic  Association  with  25  members.  The  yonog  well  csr« 
for.  Three  Sabbath-schools.  Separate  Senior  classes  for  lads  and  girls  sapP'T 
the  link,  which  is  often  missing,  between  the  Sabbath -school  proper  tml  ^^ 
minister's  Bible-class.  These  were  reported  to  be  very  suooessfal,  as  sacbeli^ 
generally  are.  There  is  a  good  congregational  Band  of  Hope.  A  congr^®*' 
Total  Abstinence  Society  for  adults  has  also  been  recently  formed  here. 

6.  Chapelhall.— rwiltfd  November  21.— Poor  attendance  of  the  congregttifl^ 
Only  30,  including  12  office-bearers,  met  the  deputies  in  the  church,  out  oM 
membership  of  194.  The  night,  however,  was  wet.  Minister  stats*  ^*lr* 
average  Sabbath  attendance  is  250.  Some  apparent  want  of  help  on  psvt  of  oflK*- 
bearers  in  district  prayer-meetings  and  in  the  congregational  one,  vhi^  is  a»  * 
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low  ebb.    Excellent  Sabbath-school,  280  on  roll,  doing  good  work  in  some  cases 
amoQg  children  of  careless  parents.    Band  of  Hope  with  150  on  roll. 

6.  Gbkengairs. — Visited  November  24. — Excellent  attendance  of  office-bearers, 
workers,  and  members.  More  than  80  of  the  congregation  were  present  out 
of  a  roll  of  144.  Considerable  life  and  zeal  apparent  in  Home  Mission  work.  Good 
dutrict  prayer-meetings,  in  which  office-bearers  and  members  take  fall  share.  Hope- 
fal  progress  generally,  notwithstanding  the  bad  times.  Family  worship  reported  to 
be  general  among  members  of  congregation.  Elders  had  been  led  to  make  special 
inquiry  from  receiving  the  Committee's  queries.  No  Foreign  Mission  Association 
aad  no  circulation  of  Record.  Debt  on  church  and  manse  has  hindered  hitherto ; 
bat  this  being  now  diminished,  the  matter  is  to  be  considered  by  Deacons'  Court. 
In  addition  to  the  visitation  above  referred  to,  Mr.  Baunerman  preached  in  the 
High  Church,  Airdrie,  on  Sabbath  the  23d  November.  Thereafter  he  met  with 
the  Sabbath-school  teachers  and  others  in  the  Hall,  and  addressed  the  children  in 
the  two  Sabbath-schools.  In  the  evening  he  held  an  Evangelistic  meeting  in  the 
NVest  Church,  Airdrie,  with  the  assistance  of  all  the  ministers  of  the  town,  except 
oDe  who  was  necessarily  absent.  This  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  consider- 
able impression  appeared  to  be  made. 

D.  D.  BANNERMAN. 

JAMES  MILLER. 

J.  C.  ROBERTSON. 

WisHAW. — This  congregation,  with  a  membership  of  335,  has  suffered  materi- 
kUy  from  the  depression  of  trade,  6  elders  having  removed  from  the  town  in 
ttghteen  months.  At  present  there  are  only  6  elders  and  14  deacons.  A  con« 
Mderable  amount  of  evangelistic  work  is  done  by  minister  and  office-bearers,  scarce 
a  night  passing  vrithout  one  or  more  evangelistic  service.  The  state  of  the  con- 
grvgational  spiritual  life  is  satisfactory  in  the  midst  of  a  non-church-going  popu- 
litiun.  Notwithstanding  that  several  from  time  to  time  profess  to  have  undergone 
a  saving  change,  the  tendency  to  outside  associationism  and  mere  meeting-going 
is  sack  that  the  church  is  not  strengthened  in  proportion  to  the  blessing  which 
attends  the  efiforts  of  the  minister  and  his  workers.  Family  worship  seems  to  be 
well  maintained,  some  holding  it  so  early  as  3  a.m.,  rather  than  neglect  it.  The 
pnblic  worship  here  is  conducted  forenoon  and  evenings,  the  Sabbath-school  and 
fiible-class  meeting  in  the  afternoon.  There  are  20  teachers,  and  170  scholars 
in  school,  and  about  60  at  Bible-class.  District  Sabbath-schools  prevail,  and 
teveral  members  of  the  congregation  are  engsged  in  these. 

Generally,  this  congregation  seems  to  be  wrought  with  very  great  devotedness 
and  earnestness.  The  result  is  not  so  great  as  might  be  expected,  apparently  be- 
caoae  of  the  want  of  church  interest  and  a  tendency  to  prefer  merely  spasmodic 
efforts  to  those  of  regular  and  organised  church  life  on  the  part  of  many  who 
ought  to  be  the  strength  and  activity  of  the  congregation.  The  meeting  with 
office-bearers  was  very  hearty,  and  that  with  the  congregation  was  well-attended. 

Balziel  (Mothsrwsll). — Our  meeting  here  with  the  congregation  was  specially 
Itfge,  numbering  more  than  300,  the  membership  being  slightly  over  400. 
Office-bearers  here  show  considerable  interest  in  Sabbath-school  work,  seven  of 
them  being  in  the  congregational  school  and  several  others  in  the  district 
schools.  There  are  in  all  9  elders  and  12  deacons.  We  found  a  well-organised 
evangelistic  association  in  connection  with  the  congregation,  which  seeks  the 
good  of  the  congregation  and  district.  Besides  their  more  special  and  spiritual 
^ork,  they  meet  quarterly  for  prayer  and  business.  Six  months  ago  congrega- 
tional life  received  a  considerable  impulse  and  increase  through  this  means. 
The  prayer-meeting  has  recently  been  a  source  of  very  great  encouragement. 

Ihree  Sabbath-schools  are  maintained,  numbering  together  500  scholars  and 
dl  teachen.  Each  of  the  schools  seems  in  high  proficiency — two  being  district 
vid  one  congregational. 

Ihere  is  a  very  great  deal  of  most  pleasing  efficiency  and  heartiness  manifested 
here,  and  the  report  shows  to  what  satisfactory  results  the  efforts  are  directed  in 
tUong  and  vigorous  church  life  so  far  as  we  could  perceive. 
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Cambusnxthan. — This  oongregation  nomben  278  memberB,  who  are  report^ 
as  giving  good  attendance  at  the  means  of  graoe.  The  oongregational  mootli^ 
prayer-meeting  is  well  attended,  but  the  strength  of  the  congr^ational  ef-' 
and  result  in  this  direction  is  found  in  district  meetings,  to  which  all  are  inn 
The  variety  of  views  in  the  community  on  all  subjects  of  religion  and  politics, 
the  co-mingling  of  these,  forms  a  considerable  obstruction  to  the  quiet  lad 
of  mind  desirable  for  spiritual  life.  From  time  to  time  special  servicci  m  b» 
ducted,  and  tokens  of  God's  presence  have  recently  manifested  themaelvei  Tk 
congregational  Sabbath-school  numbers  80,  with  9  teachers,  but  tiro  &• 
trict  Sabbath-schools,  with  a  fair  proportion  of  Free  Church  teachers,  vt  M 
which  number  380  pupils.  These  schools  are  as  numerooaly  attended  ai  tkedij 
schools  of  the  district.  The  moral  tone  seems  high  in  the  congregate.  Ov 
meeting  with  office-bearers  was  very  enjoyable,  and  our  congregationil  w^ 
numbered  upwards  of  150. 

The  details  of  church  life  and  manag^ement  here  are  highly  satis&ctorf.K 
with  a  little  more  activity  and  interest  in  congregational  matters,  on  the  puts 
members  generally,  a  yet  higher  life  and  strength  would  probably  prevaiL 

S.  R.  MACPHAIL,  Ifwiter 
HUGH  MOSMAK,  Sdff. 
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The  number  of  office-bearers  is  sufficient,  and  they  regularly  visit  theardiibA 
and  seem  heartily  interested  in  their  work.     In  each  there  have  beeo  ^ 
services,  with  some  encouraging  fruits,  especially  at  Shotts  and  Bumbaak.  Sil)^ 
observance  is  attended  with  the  difficulties  belonging  to  mining  distric^tM^ 
many  employers  of  labour  (as  for  instance  at  Shotts)  make  praisewortbjr  ^ 
to  secure  the  Sabbath  rest  for  their  employees.    The  two  Mianonary  Btarii^^ 
extensively  circulated.     Nothing  special  was  reported  as  to  disciplio^*  ^*  ^ 
these  flocks  a  special  interest  is  taken  in  the  young.     In  Shotts  about  150  J&^ 
people  over  fourteen  years  of  age  attend  three  Bible-classes  conducted  bj  w 
elders,  and  the  teachers  meet  weekly  for  study  of  the  lesson.    They  ^^ 
have  thus  supplied  the  missing  link  between  the  Church  and  the Sabbsthioi^ 
The  condition  of  these  flocks  is  healthy  and  hopeful     They  are  evidently  o»H 
a  good  deal  of  earnest  work,  and  favoured  with  tokens  of  tiie  Spirit's  power. 
was  suggested,  in  one  instance,  that  a  collection  of  short  prayers  (iMsed  by  tu 
General  Assembly)  might  assist  some  in  beginning  family  worship. 

JAM£S  WBIXa 
HUGH  M08MA5. 

Larkhall  Freb  Chubch.— Deputies,  Bev.  Gilbert  Laurie  and  Ubjox  H» 
man.  Elder.  25th  November  1879.— The  deputies  met  with  the  "iaJ^^ 
office-bearers  from  7  till  8.  The  Sabbath-school  teaoheis  joined  tbem  at  7^ 
Their  congregation  has  a  membership  of  about  183;  8  elders^  9  ^^'^^^'.^ 
15  Sabbath-school  teachers.  The  congregation  is  visited  by  elders  thr^  ti 
annually,  besides  occasional  visits  to  sick.  The  deacons  visit  their  ^^^ 
every  four  weeks.  The  state  of  religion  in  district  is  low ;  its  progress  ""P^ 
by  drunkenness  and  the  fluctuating  nature  of  population.  In  ^  ^^j^^va 
tion  itself  spiritual  life  is  hopeful,  and  progressing.  The  oongregstion  sb^*  ^^^ 
have  been  visited  with  special  times  of  blessing,  on  several  occaatooi,  sisoe  lot  - 
These  have  left  good  f rnitb 
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Tbt  attendftnce  it  pnUic  worship  good ;  bufc  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
hahii  of  half-day  hearing  is  increasing. 

The  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  fairly  attended.  Family  worship  believed  not 
to  be  to  common  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Congregational  Sabbath-school  vigorous  and  prosperous.  Attendance  good,  and 
lupply  of  teachers  ample.  There  is  a  vigorous  Band  of  Hojie.  Discipliue  in 
oio^regation  satisfactory. 

Deputies  addressed  the  congregation  at  eight ;  there  was  a  good  attendance, 
lad  they  were  cordially  welcomed. 

GILBERT  LAURIE. 

HUGH  MOSMAN. 

BuLLnsTON    (Rev.  Mr.   Macmillan's)— 20<ft  November  1879. — ^The  minister 
umI  most  of  the  office-bearers  being  present,  it  was  found  that  the  district  for 
vkich  the  children  of  the  church  placed  their  iron  church  here,  is  composed  of 
paftB  of  Old  Monkland,  Baillieston,  Bargeddie,  Bothwell,  and  Barony  (Glasgow) 
puuhes,  containing  about  14  considerable  villages,  and  a  population  of  7500,  within 
tDiIe  and  a  half  of  the  church.     That  the  congregation  has  already  180  members, 
ad  80  adherents.    That  there  are  eight  elders  and  ten  deacons,  with  eight  districts, 
vtieb  the  elders  visit  quarterly,  and  the  deacons  monthly.     That  there  are 
^ded  Christiana  in  the  district,  but  that  many  make  b'ttle  Christian  profession 
■^  in  some  diatriets  a  large  proportion  are  Romanists.     That  there  is  nothing 
Birked  at  present  in  congregational  life.     That  the  congregation  arose  from 
Kevivil  work  in  1875,  of  which  good  fruits  remain.     That  there  have  often 
been  similar  meetings,  of  which  some  were  held  this  year.     That  discouragement 
<n<es  from  the  prevalence  of  drinking.  Sabbath  labour,  and  the  laxity  of  disci- 
plme  in  certain  neighbouring  churches.    That  the  average  attendance  at  church 
»m  the  forenoon  190,  and  in  the  evening  120.     That  the  congregational  prayer- 
aeeting  has  an  average  attendance  of  20,  and  the  6  district  prayer-meetings 
b?e  ui  aggregate  weekly  average  of  135.     That  the  frequency  of  family  worship 
^  not  been  ascertained.     That  on  Sabbaths  a  good  many  work  or  drink, 
^t  85  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  come  (one  for  each  family).     That  35 
jttesd  the  minister's  Bible-class.     That  38  attend  Mf.  Smellie's.     That  9  attend 
«•  Boy's :  that  38  attend  Mr.  Thom's, — making  120  in  all  under  systematic 
«We  training. 
'Qiat  there  are  60  scholars  and  8  teachers  in  the  congregational  Sabbath-school. 
n  40  t»  6       „  „       Provenhall  „ 

>t  25  n  3       „  „      Kewlands  „ 

M  SO  „         10  (of  all  churches)  Braehead  „ 

n  ...  „  3\  „  „  other  schools  not  wholly  of 

2  are  superin-     >  the  Free  Church, 

tendents      J 
«t  80  „  8      If  »  Baillieston  Mission,  chiefly 

—  non-church-goers. 

making  285  scholars,  and  38  teachers,  in  Sabbath -schools. 
^  there  were  lately  136  children  in  two  Bands  of  Hope.     That  115  copies  of 
^Children's  Record  are  distributed  monthly. 
The  deputies  addressed  a  small  meeting  of  the  congregation,  and  encouraged 
»«  Workers  of  this  promising  young  congregation,  which  has  now  the  oversight 
^^  Home  Mission  work  in  Braehead. 

^OLTTowK  (Rev.  Mr.  M'Gregor).— 24<;i  November  1879.— The  minirter  and 
^e  of  the  office-bearers  being  present,  it  was  found,  that  the  district  contains 
^^nt  4000  people,  <of  whom  more  than  half  are  Roman  Catholics.  That  the 
^ngregition  is  worshipping  at  present  in  the  school-house,  while  the  church  is 
^^  rebuUt  That  there  are  200  members,  and  150  adherents.  That  there  are 
^  '^^  «ad  g  deacons,  in  8  districts ;  which  the  elders  visit  3  times  a  year,  and 

f  deacons  monthly.  That  there  are  2  district  meetings — one  fixed  and  one 
^^^S~~which  the  minister  maintains  for  evangelising  purposes.     That  some  of 

^  yoQog  imy^  lately  become  church  members,  but  in  the  district  there  is  little 
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Spiritual  stir.     That  the  minister  finds  encouraging  welcome  to  eTerj  house,  bnj 
is  discouraged  by  drinking  habits  which  prevail     That  an  average  of  2U0  attest 
morning  worship,  and  120  the  evening.     That  there  is  no  congregational  pnya- 
meetlng.     That  an  average  of  45  attend  the  2  district  prajer-meetiogB.    Thti 
on  Sabbath  there  is  much  needless  work,  in  repairing,  etc.,  and  a  good  deal  isi 
drinking.     That  6  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  received,  and  the  nuBiiter 
tells  of  duty  to  Missions.     That  there  are  200  scholars  and  26  teachers  is  ^ 
congregational  school,  and  that  there  are  75  scholars  and  8  teachers  in  Olfdndi]! 
school.    That  the  Sabbath-school  lessons  are  gone  over  at  the  Tonng  .Vn'i 
Sabbath -morning   meeting.     That  the  minister  has  no  Bible-daas.    ftei  tk 
teachers  visit  to  supply  losses  in  Sabbath-schools.     That   the  Sabbi^K]Ki>jl 
children  receive  monthly  from  special  fund  50  C/iiUlren^s  Records,  50  /^^^ 
50  Children's  Papers,  50  Advisers, 

The  deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  people,  and  tried  to  stir  all  toeika 
co-operation  with  the  minister  in  their  necessitous  field. 

CLELA17D  (Rev.  G.  Booth's),  25^  November  1879.— The  minister  snd  oi» 
bearers  being  present,  it  was  found  that  the  district  containa  2000,  with  » (bit 
of  work  in  NewarthiU,  and  that  the  minister  was  ordained  two  mootlis  i^ 
That  there  are  100  members  and  55  adherents.     That  there  are  3  elders  a£d  % 
deacons,  but  more  are  elected,  though  not  ordained.     That  there  are  4  disineu, 
which  will  be  made  8.   That  the  elders  have  begun  to  visit  with  cards.  Tkl  ^tst 
are  2  district  prayer-meetings.     That,  as  the  office-bearers  were  Sabbatii-Kb><'ii 
teachers,  they  show  interest  in  the  young.     That  there  ia  not  much  sinritiul  '^ 
in  the  district.     That  the  congregation  itself  ia  spiritually  alive.     That  it  beoa 
from  the  revival  labours  of  Mr.  Graham,,  an  evangelist  of  the  Church,  in  I&H 
That  discouragement  in  spreading  the  truth  by  publications^  comes  fromthott'^ 
began  to  go  underground  before  they  learned  to  read.     That  there  is  u  st^*^ 
forenoon  attendance  of  120,  evening  60.     That  an  average  of  11  attend  tfaecw:'- 
gregational  prayer-meeting ;  and  that  an  average  of  50  attend  the  two  disthci  J^' 
iugs.   That  some  elders  think  family -worship  is  frequent.  That  Sabbath  ispre^ 
in  the  district  by  many  loitering,  stroUing,  or  drinking.      That  35  copies  ert^ 
Missionary  Record  are  received  and  paid  to  the  deacons,  who  collect,  and  tbeais**' 
speaks  of  duty  to  missions.   That  there  are  54  scholars  and  7  teachers  in  tb^^^^' 
gregational  Sabbath-school.   That  most  of  the  teachers  attend  the  minister'}  B>^ 
class,  when  the  lessons  are  gonb  over.      That  18  Children's  Records,  viu  I^ 
springs,  Children's  Messengers,  and  Advisers  are  given  to  the  children.    TlukKi9« 
members  assist  in  undenominational  Sabbath-schools. 

The  deputies  addressed  a  small  meeting  in  the  chnrch,  and  eoooaraged  t^^ 
young  charge  to  give  suitable  opportunities  of  labour  to  all  the  memb««)  b^ 
and  female. 

BELiiSHiLL  (Rev.  Mr.  M'Donald's),  2lst  November  1879. — The  minister  uhJ » 
good  number  of  the  office-bearers  being  present,  it  was  found  that  the  diitnc; 
within  a  radius  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  church,  contains  9000  ^^^  ^^ 
whom  one-fourth  is  Roman  Catholic.  That  the  congregation  (sanctioned  Biiy^** 
ago)  has  now  290  members,  and  as  many  adherents.  That  there  are  3  e^KJ* 
(others  were  elected,  but  declined)  and  10  deacons.  The  elders  visit  with  c»^ 
three  times  a  year.  That  there  are  5  district-meetings  to  gather  oon-chi^'^' 
goers.  That  the  congregation  is  favourably  affecting  the  district,  which  d<9^' 
much  improvement.  That  a  fair  proportion  of  the  membership  came  in  u  ^^ 
of  revival  meetings,  and  in  four  quarters  of  the  district  like  meetings  were  fl^| 
lately,  and  were  weH  attended.  That  the  greatest  discouragement  is  "  dfin*^^' 
habits  "  helped  by  29  licensed  houses.  That  the  average  morning  attendance  >> 
church  is  350,  and  in  the  evening  half  as  many.  That  the  average  attendsncc^ 
the  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  20,  and  the  aggregate  attendance  at  the  ^■ 
trict  prayer-meetings  is  90.  That  on  Sabbath  60  or  70  are  employed  in  ^ 
"  work,"  and  so  proportionaUy  in  others.  That  it  ia  believed  that  there  isfimu); 
catechising.  That  72  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  ordered  by  *!»•  ^^**?J!* 
Court,  and  the  minister  speaks  of  misaiona.    That  there  are  25  memben  at  v» 
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Vouag  Men's  Christian  Association.  That  there  are  200  scholars,  and  28  teachers, 
m  congregational  Sabbath-school,  and  that  there  are  25  scholars  and  3  teachers 
in  Side  Sabbath-schooL  That  the  teachers  go  over  the  lessons  and  meet  for 
pnf  er  weekly.  That  they  try  to  bring  m  children  who  are  at  no  school.  That 
220  Children**  Mistumary  BewnU  are  paid  by  Sabbath-school.  That  there  are 
few  domestic  serranta  That  there  have  been'  a  few  cases  of  discipline  for  im- 
monlity. 

The  (lepaties  addressed  a  good  meeting  ef  the  -  congregation,  encouraging  and 
exhorting  them  to  mor*  work  in  their  wide  field. 

CoATBRiDOX,  MiiWLS  (Rev.  A.  Ogilvy's),  ISth  November  1879.— The  minister 

ami  s  fair  number  of  the  office-bearers  being  present,  it  was  found  that  the  con- 

gregafcion  has  360  members  and  120  adherents.     That  there  are  10  elders  and  9 

deacons  (the  edict  being  served  for  the  ordination  of  7  more).     That  the  minister 

gif es  fire  or  ten  minutes  of  each  forenoon's  service  to  address  the  young.     That  a 

Tery  large  district  round  the  church  has  been  visited,  in  16  sections,  by  a  large 

Dumber  of  visitors,  to  sustain  the  attendance  at  a  large  mothers'  meeting  in  the 

church  hall,  held  by  Mrs.  Ogilvy,  to  distribute  tracts,  and  to  induce  non-church- 

joen  to  attend  kitchen -meetings,  and  ultimately  the  church.     That  a  portion  of 

iii  district  is  appropriated  for  special  Home  Mission  work  by  the  minister,  office- 

tanere,  and  50  other  workers.    That  there  were  evangelistic  meetings  held  lately, 

nder  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  tlie  town.     That 

*.Le  minister  feels  the   discouragement  of  half-day  hearing,  and  the  people's 

rxhaustion  through  Sabbath  work.     That  he  is  encouraged  in  his  Bible-class  and 

tiie  support  of  the  young  men.     That  there  is -am  average  attendance  at  church  of 

4U0  in  the  forenoon,  and  fewer  in  the  -evening.      That  the  attendance  at  the 

v«ckly  congregational  prayer-meeting  averages  75.     Still  more  attend  a  Sabbath 

timng  prayer-meeting  after  public  worship.      That  it  is  not  known  whether 

family-worship  is  frequently  observed.    That  on  Sabbath  the  furnaces  are  drawn, 

oQce  at  some  works,  and  twice  at  others,  so  causing  a  good  deal  of  Sabbath  labour. 

Also  the  Sabbath  is  profaned  by  a  good  deal  of-  strolling,  and  by  the  sale  and 

purchase  of  whisky.     That  swearing  is  a  prevailing  sin.     That  the  Missionary 

Rtcord  has  not  been  systematically  circulated  to  any  extent,  but  the  minister  tells 

of  duty  to  the  cause  of  Missions.     That  the  congregational  Sabbath-school  has  an 

wemge  attendsnce  of  175  scholars,  with  24  teachers;— the  scholars  being  from 

the  congregation  and  districts.     That  the  teachers  meet  for  prayer  once  a  month, 

«nd  visit  where  they  can  gather  others  who  are^not  at  school.     That  a  copy  of  the 

^'Wrm*s  Missionary  Beeord  is  furnished  for  each  family  from  which  scholars 

(ome.    That  there  are  few  domestic  servants.     That  congregational  discipline  has 

^  seldom  required.      That  the  church  has  been  recently  built,  and  is  still 

^ened  with  debt. 

I'he  deputy,  who  was  able  to  be  present,  addressed  -a  good  meeting  in  the 
^\  afterwards  encouraged  the  workers,  and,  on  the  following  Lord's  day, 
P^^iched  in  the  evening  to  an  attentive  congregation. 

Thomas  M'Mickifig  did  not  visit  this  congregation,  but  coneurs  in  the  foregoing 

'^port. 

CoATBWDo*,  West.— (Jaev.  Mr.  M*Killiam's),  19^  November  1879.— The 
°"J^ter  and  a  fair  number  oLthe  office-bearers  beiug  present,  it  was  found — 

That  this  is  a  mission  as  well  as  congregation  in  the  district  of  Langloan, 
^^h  contains  6900  people.  That  at  ^rst  the  congregation  was  formed  of  a 
•o^all  number  who  did  not  go  to  the  Middle  Church,  but  now  there  are  200 
n^emhers,  and  60  adherents.  That  there  are  4  elders  and  7  deacons,  with  3 
^tricts  in  which  the  minister  has  prayer-meetings,  with  the  aid  of  yoimg  men 
^  gather  from  the  outfield.  That  there  is  not  much  spiritual  stirring  at  present 
i^  the  congregation,  but  there  was  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  at  the  next 
^nununion  21  joined  the  Church.  That  series  of  evangelistic  meetings  have 
•ften  beea  held,  and  one  such  was  to  take  place  next  week.  That  the  minister's 
^utagements  are  the  large  Roman  Catholic  population,  and  the  drinking  and 
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kpsing  portion  of  the  Protestuit  popoUtion.  That  the  ddet*  aniffc  in  ih 
congregational  prayer-meeting,  and  at  an  average  40  attend.  That  there  ii  I 
Saturday  evening  gospel  temperance-meeting,  in  which  there  is  a  variety  of  kel^ 
That  family  worship  is  not  thought  to  prevaiL  That  on  Sabhath  many  volj 
or  lounge,  or  lie  in  bed.  That  12  copies  of  the  Mianomary  Beeord  come,  ud  iU 
minister  sometimes  preaches  on  duty  to  minions.  That  in  the  ministeri  Biili^ 
class  an  average  of  20  attend.  That  at  the  Congregational  Sabbath-fldiool  a 
average  of  60  attend ;  and  in  the  Mission  Sabbath  School  an  average  of  35  ittod 
That  the  15  teachers  meet  to  go  over  the  lesson,  and  after  their  vai  ki 
prayer.     That  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  immorality  before  the  seofl. 

The  deputies  addressed  a  good  meeting  of  the  people  and  workers  as  the  I!^ 
November,  and  one  of  them  preached  to  an  attentive  oongregatioa  oa  StUstk 
23d  November. 

CoATBRiDOK,  East.— (Rev.  Mr.  Dickens),  Hth  Ninfember  1879.— The  w^ 
and  a  considerable  number  of  office-bearers  being  present^  it  was  found- 
That  the  town  of  Coatbridge  contains  20,000,  and  the  town  and  pinh  38,090 
people,  of  whom  many  are  Irish  Roman  Catholics.     That  the  EsstCbardi'ui 
450  members,  and  760  sittersi     That  there  are  11  elders  (2  having  left  Uid; , 
and  14  deacona     That  there  are  14  districts  which  the  elders  visit  qiiazterly,ii^ 
oftener  if  sickness  demands,  and  the  deacons  visit  monthly.     That  there  are  6  a 
7  district  prayer-meetings  held  weekly  at  which  the  ofBoe-bearen  take  pvt. 
That  they  look  to  the  young,  and  to  recover  the  lapsing.    That  the  state  of  reiigi<« 
in  the  district  is  low,  as  shown  in  worldliness,  and  drunkenneasy  and  RomanuB. 
That  in  the  congregation  spiritual  life,  especially  during  the  last  three  yein»  ui 
been  advancing.     That  good  results  remain  from  Revivid  meetings  held  two  j««< 
ago  by  the  Rev.  Sholto  Douglas.     Weeks  of  meetings  have  been  held  liBcetw 
under  the  Presbytery.     Recently  agents  of  the  Scottish  Evangelistic  Aaaocte 
have  done  good.    That  disoouragement  in  Christian  labour  comes  ixm  v 
amount  of  Sabbath  work  occupying  men  or  exhausting  them,  so  thattbcyfc 
unfit  for  religious  worship  or  converse.     That  encouragement  comes  froc  v 
fellow-working  of  30  others  with  the  office-bearers.     That  there  is  an  s^ 
attendance  at  each  diet  of  worship  of  350.     That  there  is  a  Sabbath  sii^ 
prayer-meeting  of  40.     That  there  is  a  weekly  congr^;ational  prayer-mcctiM 
50.    That  at  the  district  prayer-meetings  tiiere  is  an   aggregate  *!^,^ 
300 ;  and  that  there  is  a  Young  Men's  &ibbath  morning  prayermeetiDg^^ 
That  the  elders  meet  monthly  for  prayer.     That  the  Sabbath  school  \ftoe 
meet  for  prayer  monthly.     That  there  is  a  Saturday  evening  meeting  for  pnf^' 
That  one  elder  was  sure  that  all  the  families  of  his  district  have  family  von^ 
but  others  did  not  know.    That  they  believe  that  family  instmction  prcw 
That  Sabbath  idleness  after  work,  and  drunkenness  prevail.    That  80  eopHi« 
the  Missionary  Record  are  paid  on  delivery,  and  the  minister  faithfully  tdJi « 
duty  to  missions.    That  the  Congregational  Sabbath-schod  hss  an  vf^ 
attendance  of  170,  with  35  teachers,  the  children  being  chiefly  of  the  <»Bgr^oB- 
That  there  are  two  advanced  classes.     That  the  minister  has  a  Bibledast.   ^^ 
the  Mission  Sabbath-school  has  an  average  attendance  of  80,  with  12  teacb^ 
the  children  being  all  from  the  district.    That  36  copies  of  the  C)»l^^ 
Missionary  Record,  and  that  36  copies  of  the  Daysprmg  are  given  i^oDtklyJ^ 
the  children.     That  a  committee  of  teachers  goes  after  absentees  daring  scbo^ 
time.     That  there  are  few  domestic  servants  in  the  congregation.    Hiat  tiien  bh 
been  little  call  for  discipline.  . 

On  Sabbath  23d  November  one  of  the  deputies  preached  to  a  S^/T 
attentive  audience,  in  the  strain  of  exhortation  and  encoursgement  which  h^ 
deputies  used  in  addressing  first  a  meeting  of  the  people,  and  second  d  v 
workers  in  the  Mission  Hall  on  17th  November. 

WM.  PRASER. 
THOMAS  M'MlCKlXft 

Whifflkt,  Tuesday,  25th  November  1879.— This  congregation  wia  Tinted  » 
the  above  date  by  Mr.  J.  C  Robertson,  elder. 


I.  RATI  or  BBU6I0N  AND  MORALS.  27 

• 

For  some  time  »  mission  station,  the  charge  was  sanctioned  at  last  Assembly, 
id  Rev.  Robert  M*Growther,  who  for  eight  months  had  been  working  in  con- 
ration  with  the  mission,  was  ordained  a  month  previons  to  the  visit  of  the 
^tj.  The  canse  is,  therefore,  in  its  infancy,  although  daring  the  compara- 
vely  short  period  the  present  minister  has  been  labouring  amongst  the  people, 
te  most  enconraging  success  has  attended  his  work,  forty  members  halving  been 
idc^  to  the  chnrch. 

There  are  at  present  1  elder  and  8  deacons,  and  arrangements  for  an  addi- 

»  of  3  new  elders  and  4  deacons  are  being  carried  out.     The  deputy  met 

conference  with  six  of  the  office-bearers.     The  congregation  is  at  present 

vided  into  five  districts,  and  the  office-bearers  visit  regularly.     There  is  a  well- 

teoded  district  prayer-meeting,  and  another  is  about  to  be  started.     The  state 

religion  in  the  congregation  was  said  to  be  lively,  though  much  apathy  prevails 

Uie  district.     So  far  as  his  experience  had  gone,  the  pastor  expressed  himself 

>  receiring  much  encouragement  in  the  prosecution  of  his  labours.     Intemper- 

Ke  was  reported  to  be  prevalent  in  the  district.     The  congregational  prayer- 

Mting  is  attended  by  from  30  to  40.     Family  worship  was  not  thought  to  be 

oeraL 

Tlie  Sabbath-aohool,  consisting  of  70  children,  is  well-organised,  there  being 
teren  teachers,  with  the  minister  as  superintendent.  There  are  two  adult 
^■Ks,  one  of  yonng  men,  and  another  of  young  women,  each  having  a  member- 
^  of  a  dozen,  and  also  a  Bible  class  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  attended  by  20 
*"iog  men  and  women,  conducted  by  the  minister.  Much  hopefulness  was 
^pv^aed  by  the  office-bearers  regarding  the  future  of  the  congregation  under 
^r  new  pastor. 

^t  the  close  of  the  conference  with  the  office-bearers  the  deputy  met  with  the 
thbath-school  teachers  and  Christian  workers,  of  whom  a  good  number  were 
'^nt,  after  which  they  adjourned  to  the  congregational  meeting,  at  which, 
!>twithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  there  was  an  encouraging  attend- 
Ace.  The  minister  having  opened  the  meeting,  it  was  thereafter  addressed  by 
If.  Robertson. 

The  impression  carried  away  by  the  deputy  was  one  of  much  hopefulness  and 
ipectation  that  by  God's  blessing,  and  under  the  new  and  efficient  ministry 
icentiy  settled  amongst  them,  this  young  congregation  will  rapidly  gather 
^gth,  and  prove  a  means  of  great  good  in  the  district. 

J.  C.  ROBERTSON. 


Report  of  the  Visitoni  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Presbytery 

of  Paisley. 

HnrRKw. — Visited  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Thornton,  Glasgow,  and  J.  M.  Symington, 
^cr.  Paisley — ^Rev.  Mr.  Keilson,  minister. — ^The  membership  of  this  congrega- 
I^B  is  360,  with  9  elders  and  14  deacons,  who  have  no  special  districts  assigned 
1^  thesu  The  office-bearers  visit  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  congrega- 
»0Q  when  required.  There  has  been  considerable  religious  interest  in  Renfrew 
?^  lome  years,  and  a  Sabbath  evening  Evangelistic  Service  is  regularly  held  in 
^^  Pree  Church.  The  attendance  on  Divine  ordinances  is  good.  From  36  to  40 
attend  the  weekly  prayer-meeting.  Family  worship  is  not  very  common,  it  is 
^'ippoced,  but  the  elders  were  not  able  to  speak  definitely  on  this  point.  The 
p^^^  ia  well  observed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Renfrew,  but  Sunday  boats  from 
J^gow  often  disturb  the  quietness  of  the  Day  of  Rest.  An  improvement  has 
^^  pUoe,  however,  since  hotel  licenses  for  Sabbath  were  put  down. 
f^kk^  ^Qgregation  takes  an  interest  in  Foreign  Missions.  The  children  of  the 
^b4ih.school  contribute  well  for  M'Farlan  station  in  South  Africa.  There  is  a 
^  staff  of  teachers,  and  the  Sabbath-school  is  fairly  organised. 
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The  deputies  thereafter  addressed  the  congregation,  of  which  there  ▼assUrg 
representatioxL  A  most  cordial  welcome  was  given  to  the  Assembly's  repreac^ 
tatives. 

R.  M.  THORNTOX. 
J.  M.  SYMIKGTO.V. 

Bridge  of  Wkir — ^Visited  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Thornton  and  8omeTviOe-£^. 
Thomas  Carruthers,  minister. — This  congregation  has  a  membership  of  tboctiiK'. 
At  present  it  is  not  adequately  supplied  with  deacons,  but  an  election  uatba- 
templation.     The  congregation  is  divided  into  districts,  with  an  elderodo^i^ 
to  each.     Communion  cards  have  lately  been  introduced  in  place  of  token  Tke 
office-bearers  take  an  interest  in  the  young,  and  the  minister  haa  \d  occb 
encouragement  from  this  department  of  Church  work.     The  prospentrcitLi 
congregation  has  been  affected  by  the  stopping  of  a  mill  which  gave  work  v>  i 
large  number  of  people.     The  attendance  on  the  Sabbath  services  is  g(«d,  &i 
at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  about  35  to  40  assemble.     Family  wonfaipsi'?- 
posed  to  be  generally  observed.     The  congregation  is  about  to  hare  a  Fcm?! 
Mission  Association  formed.     The  morality  of  the  village  is  much  affected  b;^ 
Saturday  night  drinking  which  prevails.     There  are  seven  publie-hotuei  Ail 
efforts  to  reduce  the  number  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  there  is  no  Jiiitioec*^  tbt 
Peace  in  the  village,  who  might  prove  a  terror  to  evil-doers.     The  Ssbbath-«chM 
is  well  organised ;  there  is  an  Infant  but  no  intermediate  Bible-daaa.   All  tbe 
teachers  were  present  to  receive  the  deputies.     The  minister  had  a  large  Blbl^ 
class,  but  for  the  present  winter  he  is  giving  a  course  of  popular  Sabbath  t^aiH 
lectures  on  Scripture  characters,  and  upon  some  of  the  leading  rehgiou  qaeiQ'*' 
of  the  day,  which  is  meeting  with  considerable  success. 

The  deputies  thereafter  addressed  the  congregation  in  the  churcb,  irlx^  ^ 
recently  undergone  extensive  repairs,  and  now  presents  a  bright  and  attoato^ 
appearance.     A  hearty  reeeption  was  given  to  the  Assembly's  repreaentiliTtt 

R.  M.  THORNTON. 
JAMES  E.  SOMEEVDiE 


Inchinnan,  Phbsbytery  op  Paisley  ;  Dq}tdies^  Hey,  B.  M.  Tflowro^ 

Glasgow;  Rev.  S.  R.  MThail,' Glasgow. 

Inchinnan— Rev.  And.  MfTurk,  B.D.,  minister.— This  ia  aoountiy«*gJ^''* 
of  about  60  members.     The  population  of  the  parish  is  about  500.    When  iUo*' 
ance  is  made  for  those  who  attend  the  Established  Church,  and  for  Bfiii^ 
Catholics,  the  field  is  very  circumscribed.     There  are  two  elders  and  two  deat*^ 
The  congregation  is  not  divided  into  districts,  but  the  elders  visit  the  aci,  f^j 
take  an  interest  in  the  young.     The  minister  superintends  the  Sabbstbscfc^eb 
which  is  held  before  the  forenoon  service.     A  mission  school  is  condacted  b; Jia 
M'Turk.     There  is  a  pastor's  Bible-class  with  an  encouraging  attendaoce.   1^^ 
has  been  no  special  work  of  grace  in  the  district ;  but  the  divine  serrioesiR**' 
attended  on  Sabbath.     District  prayer-meetings  are  eccasioaally  held  at  ^* 
houses ;  and  during  the  winter  a  monthly  prayer-meeting  is  held  in  the  dior^ 
The  deputies  met  with  the  congregation  at  eight  o'clock,  and  were  lu^ 
received,  but  owing  to  the  dense  fog,  the  attendance  of  members  and  s^^^ 
was  not  large.     The  representatives  regret  that  a  more  favourable  season  vK*^ 
chosen  for  the  visit  by  the  Assembly  Deputies. 

R  M.  THOBNTOX 
8.  R  M'PHATL 
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LocHwiNNOCH,  visited  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Thornton,  and  Rev. 

J.  E.  SOMSRVILLE. 

Rey.  John  Rnssell,  minister. — This  is  an  interesting  country  congregation  of 
kboQt  300  members,  in  the  midst  of  a  population  of  3000,  1200  of  whom  are  in 
the  village  of  Lochwinuoch,  where  there  are  three  churches.  There  are  eleven 
diitricts  with  10  elders  and  5  deacons.  The  elders  visit  the  congregation 
ihree  times  in  the  year,  and  deliver  the  cards  before  the  Communion.  The 
Incons  call  when  requested. 

Besides  the  congregational  prayer-meeting,  which  is  held  during  the  winter, 
U)d  attended  by  about  40,  there  are  in  summer  seven  or  eight  occasional  dis- 
trict prayer-meetings,  which  Mr.  Kussell  visits  in  rotation.  The  attendance  at 
tomt  of  these  is  as  high  as  100,  dnd  fully  50  on  an  average.  A  mothers'  prayer- 
seating  is  held  in  the  village  ;  about  20  to  30  attend ;  the  minister  gives  the 
clrting  address  weekly. 

As  regards  the  state  of  religion,  there  has  been  no  special  work  of  grace  during 
Ute  years,  but  good  meetings  were  held  in  connection  with  the  mission  some 
^e  ago.  The  minister  has  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the  number  of  young 
vamanicants  recently  admitted,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  are  young  men. 
Bcia  encouraged  also  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  office-bearers  and  the 
?apathy  of  the  people.  Among  the  diatouragements  may  be  mentioned  the 
gifchal  decline  of  the  prosperity  of  the  place,  mainly  owing  to  the  destruction  of 
tvo  large  mills  by  fire  within  the  last  three  years. 

The  Sabbath  services  are  well  attended,  about  the  same  number  being  present 
•t  each  diet  during  summer.  In  winter  there  is  but  one  service,  and  a  Sabbath 
evening  service  is  conducted  once  a  month  by  each  of  the  local  ministers  in  turn. 

Family  worship  is  pretty  general.  The  Sabbath  is  well  observed  in  the  dis- 
^t,  and  the  village  is  very  quiet  on  the  Lord's  Day.  There  is  no  hotel  license, 
hot  pobUc-houses  are  plentiful. 

The  congregation  takes  an  interest  in  Foreign  Missions  ;  there  is  an  association 
^tli  collectors.  The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  but  there  is  no  inter- 
mediate Bible-class.  In  addition  to  the  congregational  school,  which  has  a 
iBembersliip  of  100,  there  is  a  mission  Sabbath-school  of  50,  with  an  infant  class 
>B>1  a  district  school  with  30  scholars.  There  are  in  all  21  teachers.  The 
°unister  conducts  a  Bible-class  at  which  20  attend.  The  international  Sabbath - 
Khool  scheme  is  used.  There  is  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  the 
Tul&ge,  of  which  all  the  male  Sabbath-school  teachers  are  members,  where  a 
Betting  is  held  for  prayer  and  preparation  of  the  Sabbath-school  lesson. 

The  ChUdrek*8  Becord  is  taken,  and  the  young  people  contribute  for  missions, 

w  amount  being  allocated  by  vote  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  few  farm-servants,  and  no  bothies  in  the  district.  The  domestic 
»<rTant8  attend  church  well. 

^es  of  intemperance  and  gross  immorality  are  rare. 

The  deputies  met  with  the  congregation  at  eight  o'clock.  A  warm  welcome 
*u  given  by  the  office-bearers,  minister,  and  congregation  to  the  Assembly's 
'^presentatives. 

R.  M.  THORNTON. 
JAMES  E.  SOMERVILLE. 

JoHKaroKTE  Freb  Church. — The  church  here  is  seated  for  870,  and  the  present 
"^^mberBhip  is  500  ;  with  14  elders  and  18  deacons,  the  organisation  of  whose 
*<>fk  seemi  complete.     The  staff  has  recently  not  been  sufficient,  but  ordination, 

.  .^njplete  the  specified  number,  was  intimated  for  the  week  succeeding  the 

^ttitation.    The  elders  visit  their  districts  four  times  annually  in  connection  with 

^^f^^ebfation  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  besides  aiding  in  the  visitation  of  the  sick. 

The  progress  of  the  congregation  is  marked  by  several  features.     Last  year  75 

'J^^re  added  to  the  membership,  and  much  expectation  prevails  in  reference  to 

^^  'ViKtnal  character  of  young  communicants.     As  generally  found,  no  very 
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definite  ansvrer  could  be  given  regarding  the  extent  of  family  worship  and  h 
instruction.  Much  certainly  is  done  for  the  young  of  Sabbath-sehoola, 
teachers  I  had  an  opportunity  of  addressing  at  the  dose  of  my  meeting  with 
elders.  The  congrtgational  school  has  28  teachers  and  230  enrolled.  The 
school,  where  several  congregational  children  attend,  has  26  teachers  and 
scholars.  The  minister's  Bible-class  (on  Mondays)  is  attended  by  about 
Both  our  Church  Records  are  largely  used,  finding  their  way  to  all  families  id 
there  is  evidence  of  a  revived  interest  in  missions  which  will  probably  soos  Idi 
fruit.  The  deputy's  visit  happened  in  the  midst  of  a  series  of  united  erugelsts 
services,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  best  way  to  occupy  the  opportunitjr  las  to 
enter  upon  the  work  then  in  progress.  An  audience  of  over  200  w  tiiii 
addressed.  On  the  Sabbath  following,  a  very  large  congregation  was  poeot  it 
the  afternoon,  when  I  preached,  and  cUscharged  my  errand  there,  to  joi:^  uJ 
old,  who  gave  a  most  earnest  and  interested  attention. 

This  congregation  I  found  in  all  respects  in  a  most  encouraging  and  bortj 
condition  spiritually  and  organically.  The  building  is  comfortable  and  tk  pnae 
fresh,  general,  and  good.  The  minister  is  at  the  head  and  heart  of  all  the  work,t&d 
conducts,  in  addition  to  his  regular  Sabbath  services,  a  mission  meeting  i&ibt 
evening,  which  throws  his  Bible-class  into  a  week  night.  The  piayer-meets^  u 
attended  by  about  one-seventh  of  the  membership. 

The  ordinary  features  of  town  life  are  those  which  operate  most  against  monli^ 
and  Sabbath  observance.  Facilities  for  drink  and  *'  provisions  *'  seem  toaboood 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  also  a  too  common  and  vicious  use  of  the  privilege  of  MKiQed 
bona  fide  travellers. 

&  B.  MACPHAIL 


BEPOBT  of  the  General  Assembly's  Deputies  Tisiting  the  Gmm- 
TioNs  of  Neilston,  Barrhead,  Nitshill,  East  PoUockshavs,  ^^ 
Pollockshaws,  and  Gaelio  Church  Paisley,  in  the  Preflbjta7<» 
Paisley.  The  Deputies  were — Rev.  George  Philip,  Free  St /alas 
Church,  Edinburgh,  Bey.  A.  C.  Fullarton,  Buchanan  Ho^ 
Church,  Glasgow,  with  Mr.  J,  B.  Miller,  Glasgow,  Mr.  J.  ^ 
BoBERTsoN,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  James  Miller,  Glasgow— f^M 

All  the  deputies  to  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley  met  the  Presbyteiy  on  Wedo» 
day  3d  December,  and  were  cordially  received.  The  oongregttioitf  v^ 
divided  into  three  sections,  and  the  deputies  distributed  aooordiogly. 

The  deputies  at  present  reporting  desire  to  express  their  gratitude  ^  ^  y[ 
the  open  doors  He  was  pleased  to  set  before  them — to  record  their  senM  w  ^ 
kindness  received  at  the  hands  of  their  brethren,  ministers  and  lajrnMOi*'"^ 
thank  the  office-bearers,  Sabbath-school  teachers,  and  other  worken  in  j^ 
different  congregations  for  their  hearty  co-operation.  The  dspatiei  ^^^ ' 
most  pleasant  remembrance  of  what  they  trust  God  made  a  profitable  Twt 

As  usual,  an  evening  was  devoted  to  each  congregation.  Two  ^P^^^Vfj 
'  ferred  first  with  the  minister,  elders,  and  deacons ;  then  with  the  Ssbhstb-*^ 
teachers  and  other  workers,  and  after  that,  held  a  meeting  with  the  eongr^S*^ 
which  was  addressed  by  the  deputies.  The  deputies  have  pleasure  in  i^ 
that  the  attendance  of  office-bearers,  Sabbath- school  teachers,  sodothtf  *^^ 
was  uniformly  good — sometimes  very  large ;  but  they  regret  to  add,  that  ov^ 
no  doubt  chiefly  to  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  the  attendaace  of 
congregations  was  in  general  small — in  certain  cases  very  much  so.   The  attee  * 


ance 


c^AbiuuB  wa0  lu  ^vuvroi  oui«u — ui  u«ruuji  CJH«9B  very  muGU  "^     * —       a 

of  two  of  the  congregations  was  remarkably  good.    BegardiDg  ^  ^  i^ 
and  working  of  the  different  oouffreffations.  the  deputies  tfaiflh  it  veu 
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imish  the  followiiig  details  which  have  been  gathered  from  the  answers  given 
I  Uie  questions  pat  by  the  deputies  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  General 
■embly. 

OfU'Btartn, — In  general,  the  supply  of  office-bearers  ia  sufficient  for  the 
inta  of  the  congregations.  Two  of  the  congregations  find  difficulty  in  getting 
»  consent  of  soitable  persons  to  accept  office.  On  the  part  of  the  office-bearers 
lere  is  a  very  oonsiderable  amount  of  visitation  of  the  families  of  their  districts. 
Any  of  the  elders  visit  regularly  in  connection  with  the  Communion  seasons. 
ot  s  few  aid  in  the  conducting  of  the  congregational  and  other  prayer-meetings, 
id  interest  themselves  in  the  young. 

Ordiaasicet. — In  two  or  three  cases  church-attendiance  is  reported  as  satisfac- 
ty.  In  the  other  congregations  it  is  less  so,  particu  arly  in  the  forenoon.  With 
iree  temporary  exceptions,  one  throagh  the  charge  being  without  a  minister, 
\i  the  others  owing  chiefly  to  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  ministers, — there 
A  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting  variously  attended.  In  one  congrega- 
on  it  has  largely  increased,  being  greater  this  winter  than  it  had  ever  been. 
elides  the  congregational  prayer-meeting  there  is  a  goodly  number  of  district 
kd  kitchen  prayer-aieetings  conducted  both  by  ministers  and  office-bearers,  and 
il  veil  attended.  In  certain  cases  efforts  ^re  being  put  forth  to  reach  those  who 
(I  living  outside  ordinances,  but  the  ever-swelling  tide  of  indifference  to  religion, 
ifecially  in  the  centres  of  population,  evidentiy  demands  the  combined  and  sua- 
^Md  exertions  of  aXl  the  congregations  and  all  their  office-bearers. 
^&&alA. — The  prevailing  tone  of  feeling  regarding  Sabbath  observance  among 
Votestant  denominations  is  on  the  whole  hopefuL  The  chief  hindrance  seems  to 
•  in  the  sale  of  drink.  In  one  populous  district  it  was  the  general  opinion  that 
^  Sabbath  is  much  better  observed  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  witiidrawal  of 
otel  licenses.  But  it  is  manifest  that  everywhere  there  is  large  room  for 
nprovement  in  the  keeping  of  the  Lord's  Day.  It  is  one  thing  to  keep  it,  and 
Mther  to4eep  it  holy. 

^^  Y{^\uig, — A  great  deal  is  being  done  for  the  young  in  the  way  of  Bible-classes 
Q'i  Ssbbath-schools,  and  done  heartily  and  successfully.  The  number  of  teachers 
>  lArge,  and  there  are  no  complaints  about  difficulty  in  finding  such  as  are  will- 
^  and  efficient.  It  is  pleasant  to  observe  that  some  of  them  meet  regularly 
ad  frequently  for  prayer  and  conference  among  themselves.  Large  numbers  of 
^^  people  and  children  attend  the  classes  and  schools.  The  ChUdren*9 
Vttoionary  Beeard  and  other  similar  publications  are  largely  distributed.  In  one 
'^^S'^&tion,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  knowledge  of  the  Shorter  Catechism, 
U  miiuster  haa  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  every  year  a  special  prize  to  the 
^  who  is  found  to  be  best  acquainted  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Cate- 
^^  The  result,  in  the  way  of  awakening  general  interest  and  producing 
^^te  and  intelligent  acquaintance  with  the  Catechism,  has  been  highly  satis- 
^Tj.  In  another  congregation,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  Sabbath-school  chil- 
^  to  doing  good,  they  are  by  special  encouragement  invited  to  aid  in  bringing 
^  the  Sabbath-school  children  of  the  district  attending  no  other  schooL  Too 
^jtle  information  has  been  obtained  regarding  family  instruction.  The  general 
^l^nce  on  that  snbject  is  ominous,  (hie  congregation  states  that  family  cate- 
^lang  hM  greatly  fallen  off,  especially  since  the  increase  of  Sabbath-schools, 
^pontibility  of  parents  evidently  needs  to  be  pressed. 

Stau  (^  Be&gum. — The  prevailing  sentiment  regarding  the  state  of  religion  in 
^  congregiitions  is  encouraging.  There  are  not  wanting  tokens  of  go(^  In 
>&e  congregation  twenty-five  applied  at  one  time  for  admission  as  members,  who 
^  formerly  been  connected  with  no  Church.  The  new  charge  at  Nitshill  that 
°^  lately  got  a  church,  and  is  now  about  to  get  a  minister,  promises  exceedingly 
Y^  Fruits  of  a  former  revival  still  remain.  The  discouraging  features  in  the 
^pent  districts  are  the  usoaL  Intemperance  prevails  more  or  less,  but  is 
<<Qifonnly  found  to  decrease  with  decreasing  licenses  for  the  sale  of  drink.  Even 
*i^te  there  is  little  open  vice,  indifference  to  religion  is  strongly  and  widely 
^^^^  The  impression  generally  created  regarding  the  observance  of  family 
^^hip  is  not  satisfactory.  Were  it  more  prevalent  it  would  surely  be  more 
^^  sad  more  felt  as  a  Uving  power. 
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It  is  satiafactory  to  find  that  interest  is  taken  by  the  differeot  eongregatiflii 
in  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  throaghoat  the  world.  The  Mlstiojurf 
Record  is  well  distributed,  and  the  subject  of  missions  is  preached  on.  On 
congregation  has  lately  formed  a  Foreign  Mission  Association  with  markal 
success. 

The  deputies  see  great  reason  for  thanksgiving  to  Gk>d,  for  the  smont  i 
earnest  spirit  manifested,  and  the  good  work  carried  on,  in  the  district  t^ 
they  have  visited,  and  much  encouragement  for  all  in  it  to  press  on  to  tk 
apostolic  standard  of  "  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord." 

OEOBGE  PHILIP. 

A.  C.  FULLARTON. 

J.  C.  EOBERTSON, 

JABfES  MILLER,     \siBi 

JOHN  R  MILLER, 


Report  of  thb  Visitation  of  Houston. 

Houston.— Rev.  John  Scott,  Minister.  Visited  by  Rev.  Hector  HiD,  vi 
Rev.  J.  E.  Somerville  on  the  evening  of  8th  December. — ^The  night  WMTerywU. 
dense  fog  prevailed,  and  there  was  no  moonlight.  The  congregation  being  i»^ 
of  an  agricultural  character  and  scattered,  a  large  attendance  was  not  ttfki 
expected  in  the  circumstances  ;  nevertheless  the  congregation  was  well  repress^ 

The  distance  from  which  the  congregation  is  drawn  has  a  radiai  of  ibc&i' 
miles  from  the  church,  and  contains  a  population  of  about  1500,  of  which  i  v** 
siderable  number  are  Roman  Catholics,  who  have  a  chapel  of  their  own. 

The  membership  is  about  180.  The  congregation  is  well  supplied  witk  t^ 
bearers,  6  elders  and  10  deacons,  who  have  manageable  districts  aani*^  ^ 
them.  The  deacons  visit  when  there  is  any  special  call,  and  tbe  eldenv^ 
there  are  cases  of  sick  or  of  need.  But  as  tokens  and  not  cards  are  emplojfi^T 
do  not  visit  previous  to  Communion  seasons. 

There  is  one  service  on  Sabbath  during  winter,  and  two  in  summer.  ^^'^ 
attendance  is  good.  The  Established  Church  minister  officiates  altenuta^!^^ 
Mr.  Scutt  in  the  village  of  Crosslee  in  the  evening. 

In  the  same  village  there  is  a  district  prayer-meeting  presided  over  by  «<  a 
the  elders,  at  which  the  attendance  averages  18.  The  congregational  pnyti- 
meeting  is  held  fortnightly,  and  has  an  average  attendance  of  30.         ^       . . 

There  has  been  no  noticeable  revival  of  religion  in  the  district  No  T^"^ 
services  have  been  held.  But  the  minister  is  enconraged  by  a  Bible-dssi  of  v^^ 
25  members,  and  by  occasional  cases  of  interest.  ^. 

Family  worship  is  believed  to  be  ])retty  general  Nearly  all  the  ho^"**^ 
observe  it  on  Sabbath  evenings,  and  a  large  proportion  during  the  week  w  ^ 
The  Lord's  Day  is  generally  well  observed  in  the  district,  bat  there  ii  •  ?** 
deal  of  driving  through  the  parish  by  conveyance  from  Paisley.  . 

Catechising  appears  to  be  left  mostly  to  the  Sabbath-school  teachers.  Biitt^ 
public  school  teacher,  who  is  a  deacon,  reports  that  Monday's  scriptorsl  lei!* 
are  always  well  said,  which  indicates  special  attention  to  them  at  home- 
There  is  some  intemperance  in  connection  with  the  one  public-house  in  tbe  Tii*^^ 
but  it  is  not  outstanding.  As  to  other  forms  of  sin,  the  district  sppesri  to  «**'- 
well,  only  two  cases  calling  for  discipline  having  come  before  the  se»on  dufS' 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Scott's  ministry. 

Eighty  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  taken.     The  niinistsr  T^V^'^ 
matter  for  encouragement,  that  all  the  schemes  of  the  Church  indicate  an  incrf 
during  the  past  year,  particularly  that  of  the  foreign  missions,  sltbongh  **?*!* 
no  association  for  that  scheme  in  the  congregation.     At  interrals  the  nuout 
calls  attention  to  the  subject  of  missions. 
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There  u  •  congregatioDal  Sabbath-school ;  one  of  the  office-bearers  is  superin- 
fiaiilent,  with  4  female  and  4  male  teachers  (3  being  office-bearers)  ;  the  attendance 
from  50  to  60.  In  the  Tillage  of  Crosslee  there  is  a  district  school  with  6 
tttchen  and  50  scholars.  There  is  another  district  Sabbath-school  in  the  country 
ffith  3  teachers  and  18  scholars.  There  is  no  teachers*  meeting  for  prayer  or  pre- 
pantioD.  The  Glasgow  Sabbath-school  Union  scheme  of  lesson  is  employed. 
?ev  of  the  chUdren  are  believed  to  have  no  home  instraction,  and  the  children 
ienuelves  are  foand  to  be  the  best  fishers  for  new  scholars. 

The  children's  contribations  are  allocated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the 
'MiJrens  Record  18  copies  are  taken,  besides  other  periodicals,  ^..g.^  the  AdvUer, 
hml  o/Hope,  and  Children* 9  Magcaune,  and  are  distributed  monthly. 

The  achoohnaster  reports  that  he  has  in  the  Board  School  three  quarters  of  an 
logr  daily  for  religions  exercises,  a  scripture  lesson  with  examination  by  ques- 
mn  every  day,  and  Shorter  Catechism  3  days  a  week.  Though  there  is  a  Roman 
.'ttholic  School,  still  he  has  a  few  Roman  Catholic  children.  None  however  are 
ntbdrawn  during  the  scripture  lessons. 

Maoy  of  the  farm-servants  of  the  district  are  Roman  Catholics.  The  bothy 
<ntm  does  not  prevail.  Most  of  the  men  are  married,  and  remain  from  3  to  4 
ron.  For  the  most  part  the  Protestants  among  them  belong  to  the  Established 
^krch.  The  unmarried  live  in  the  farm-houses.  Some  of  the  farmers  are  in 
tk  habit  of  gathering  them  in  for  religious  exercise.  Domestic  servants  attend 
xrch  with  the  heads  of  the  family. 

The  colporteur  from  Bridge  of  Weir  visits  the  houses  with  books  and  other 
'vt  literature. 

After  the  congregation  had  been  addressed  by  the  two  deputies,  the  Sabbath- 
Khool  teachers  and  collectors  were  separately  addressed  by  Mr.  Somerville. 
rhe  deputation  have  only  to  add  that  they  received  a  most  cordial  welcome  from 
'•be  pastor  and  his  people. 

In  snbmiting  this  report,  occasion  is  taken  to  make  a  few  suggestions  which 
^y  prove  of  service.  As  to  the  time  of  year  when  the  deputation  is  sent,  the 
'^Siiuuflg  of  December  appears  to  be  eminently  unstiitable.  The  severe  cold^ 
'*'^*  fog,  and  want  of  moonlight,  on  this  occasion  pointed  out  that  the  worst 
<uoa  of  the  whole  year  had  been  selected.  Winter  may  possibly  be  found  the 
a<vst  suitable  season  in  the  town,  but  by  sending  a  deputation  to  the  country 
l^c^ncts  at  such  a  time,  the  great  aim  of  the  Church  in  sending  the  deputies  is 
iefeated.  From  the  state  of  the  roads,  the  darkness  and  the  cold,  many  who 
o^-hennse  would  have  been  present  were  prevented.  And  country  churches  for 
the  most  part  have  not  the  same  conveniences  for  heating  as  elsewhere  ;  the 
tttUoess  of  the  buildings  frightens  away  many,  and  further  compels  the  speakers 
^  be  brief,  and  to  omit  many  things  which  ought  to  be  referred  to.  Were  the 
*vk  to  be  done  in  the  summer,  it  would  not  only  be  much  more  agreeable  for 
'(parties,  but  opportnnity  would  be  given  for  visiting  some  of  the  outlying  farms, 
ttd  of  getting  a  letter  acquaintance  with  the  district. 

It  is  further  suggested  that  if  possible  a  greater  number  of  elilers  should  be 
^  to  engage  in  the  work.  Also,  that  the  questions  sent  for  the  guidance  of 
the  deputies  might  be  reconsidered,— classified  more  distinctly, — some  of  the 
present  ones  dropped,  e,g.  regarding  the  Missionary  Records,  and  others  sub- 
stituted. 

Questions  upon  the  following  subjects  might  be  put : — 
(1-)  As  to  the  number  of  pnblio-house  and  hoUi  lioenses. 
(2.)  As  to  observance  of  Fast-days. 
(3.)      „    Pastoral  visitation,  is  it  systematic  ? 
(4-)  Comparison  of  forenoon  and  afternoon  attendance. 

(^•)      „    Children's  churches,  their  existence,  their  connection  with  the 

congregation,  and  whether  under  the  control  of  the  session. 
(^•)      n    Work  among  young  men,  feUowship  meetings,  mutual  improve- 
ment societies,  etc. 

JAMES  K  SOMERVILLE, 
Broughty  Ferry. 

20  O 
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FftEB  HiQH  OtiUBCH,  Paislet,  Wednesday  evening,  3i  December  1879.j 

In  conference  with  a  large  number  of  office-bearers  and  workers,  it  wu  foon^ 
that  there  are  npwanls  of  700  membert,  with  21  elders  and  19  deacons  for  19 
districts.     The  elders  Tisit  quarterly,  before  each  Communion,  and  the  deacjei 
are  requested  to  visit  after  each  ternu      No  district  prayer-meetings,  bat  eUei 
take  a  share  of  the  work  in  Blackstone  and  Inkermann  on  Sabbaths.    Some  of  6 
elders  show  special  interest  in  the  young.      There  is  a  local  mission  nadffi 
catechist.     Very  great  attention  is  given  to  those  in  danger  of  lapsing.    A  k 
is  kept  in  the  Session  Records  of  those  who  have  not  lifted  their  certificstas,  ci 
every  effort  is  used  to  trace  these,  with  good  results  in  nuuy  inst&ooei  h 
special  evangelistic  services  have  been  held  since  Mr.  Moody's  vi8tt»  but  isia' 
tions  of  spiritual  life  have  not  been  lacking.      Pastoral  encouragement  in  hKs 
found  greatly  in  the  Bible-cla8S,,and  among  young  meu.    The  forenoon  attniw)!} 
averages  450,  the  afternoon  from  700  to  800.     Average  weekly  prayer*i)£ib|, 
60  to  60.      About  30  at  local  prayer-meeting,  and  50  to  60  on  Ssbbatbtf 
Inkermann  and  Blackstone.     FamUy  worship  ia  not  thought  to  be  so  gesenl  a  a 
once  was.     The  Sabbath  is  fairly  well  observed.      Family  catechising  is  vak> 
stood  to  be  general  am/ong  those  whose  children  do  not  go  to  the  SablMth-ic&oal 
Shops,  however,  are  beginning  to  bo  opened  in.  the  town  more  and  more  on  t» 
Sabbath.     Four  hundred  and  fifty  records  are  put  in  the  •  pews  for  everj  family, 
and  the  expense  is  fully  def rayed.by  collections.      The  Assembly  odilectiou  m 
lifted  as  the  people  retire.     Not  a  fourth  of  the  members  give  to  foreign  muu^ 
Domestic  servants  give  in  proportion  fully  better  than  others,  and  amongst  tki 
there  are  fine  specimens  of  Christian  girls.      Not  many  o^ses  come  befon  ^ 
session  of  fornication,  in  any  form ;  there  are  a  few  cases  of  discipline  for  ia^o^ 
perance.     There  are  36  Sabbath-school  teachers.      A  hundred  is  the  att«sdias 
at  the  congregational  Sabbath-schooL     Thor  teachers  have  a  prayer-meetuf^ffiai 
a  month.      In  the  district  Sabbath-schools  the  attendance  is  120.    CA<^' 
Record,  Band  of  Hope  Review ,  and  other  papers  given  to  .the  children.  Th«K^ 
class  on  Sabbath  evening  for  young  men  numbers  50,  a&d  young  voas  a 
Tuesday  night,  126. 

Owing  to  a  dense  fog  in  the  evening,  the  meeting  of  tlie  oongregatioBii^^ 
deputies  was  sm^t 


Maktyrs'Free  Chubch,  Paisley,  Thursday  eyening,  4tb  Deoeml)erl^'^' 

In  conference  with  a  good  proportion  of  office-bearers  and  workers,  it  waif<^^ 
that  there  are  280  members,  9  elders,  and  10  deacons,  for  9  districts,   p^^ 
visit  four  times  a  year,  and  some  of  ths  deacons  every  half-year.     There  is » -^ 
missionary,  and  a  children's  church  connected  with  the  cengregatian,  At  vk.n 
two  elders  are  always  i>reseBt.     Evangelistic  meetings  were  held  four  yean  «r^ 
In  the  mission,  evangelistic  meetings  are  held  yearly.      Spiritssl  sp«tbj/ 
deplored.     There  is  a  neglect  of  Sabbath  morning  attendance,  about  a  bslf  ^^ 
absent.     Intemperance  is  the  main  hindrance  to  the  progress  of  God's  word.  ^ 
weekly  prayer-meeting  numbers  from  12  to  18,  but  the  mission  meetiog  oo  ^ 
same  evening,  and  consisting  very  much  of  adherents  of  the  coogregstioa  »] 
30  or  40.     Many  mill  girls,  thread  workers,  are  connected  with  the  diurcb.  tf- 
are  decorous  in  conduct.      Eighty  Recardi  are  given  at  one  hilfpenny  titi 
Two  hundred  Children*8  Records  are  distributed.      The  congregations!  SaW«^ 
school  has  16  teachers,  6  male,  and  10  female  ;    160  are  in  attendsnce.     (^ 
mission  Sabbath-school  has  7  male,  and  4  fenuUe  teachers,  with  130  in  stteDd^n^^ 
The  teachers  meet  monthly  for  prayer  and  the  study  of  the  lesson.     A  reco. 
canvass  of  the  district  has  been  made,  and  in  consequence  the  attendance  Ui 
increased.    The  children   support  a  student  in  Bombay,  giving  £^  msaali; 
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Sand  of  Hope  and  Temperance  Society  are  connected  with  the  congregation. 
!re  are  5  or  6  lady  tract  distribntors.  The  minister's  class  for  young  men 
nbers  18,  and  for  yonng  women  25.  Cases  of  antenuptial  fornication  have 
reased  in  late  years. 

(Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  evening,  there  was  a  good  representa- 
i  of  the  congregation  to  hear  the  deputies. 


KEE  Middle  Church,  Paisley,  Friday  Evening,  5th  December  1879. 

lie  coogr^^tion  is  vacant  through  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Fraser,  and  has 
ually  been  without  pastoral  superintendence  for  twenty  months.  All  the  nobler 
( the  memorial  borne  to  their  late  pastor's  worth,  by  the  evidence  of  the  many 
:«-bearer8  and  workers,  in  regard  to  the  energetic  continuing  of  the  various 
ies  of  work  derised  and  fostered  by  him.  There  are  769  members,  24  elders, 
:  26  deacons  for  26  districts.  The  elders  visit  quarterly.  One  of  the  deacons 
ect  regularly,  and  one  occasionally.  A  district  prayer-meeting  is  conducted 
ooe  of  the  coders.  There  is  a  mission  district  with  a  Bible-woman.  At  least  a 
ID  elders  take  part  in  Sabbath- evening  meetings  ;  sometimes  the  deacons  also 
^  part.  The  prayer-meeting  used  to  number  nearly  100.  At  present  it  is 
It  up  by  elders.  This  quarter  there  are  10  young  communicants.  The 
ncy  has  led  to  no  decrease  in  the  number.  650  is  the  forenoon  atteudance, 
I  fully  900  in  the  afternoon.  A  hindrance  to  family  worship  consists  in  the 
t  tliat  eo  many  fathers  and  other  members  of  families  work  in  Glasgow, 
i^rew,  or  Gk>van,  leaving  early  and  returning  late.  Cases  of  antenuptial 
ucation  and  drunkenness  are  on  the  decrease.  Some  servantn  regularly 
nid  the  prayer-meetings,  and  there  is  a  wholesome  esprit  du  corps  among  the 
i  ia  several  of  the  Paisley  factori^,  which,  along  with  the  efforts  of  Christian 
^ra  and  managers,  tells  in  favour  of  morality.  Dr.  Eraser's  Bible  Institute 
io  attendance  150.  From  this  most  of  the  deacons  have  been  drawn.  One 
n  has  a  yonng  women's  class  numbering  30  to  50.  Another  has  a  similar 
n  numbering.  40i  A  third  olaas  for  young  women  has  been  formed  by  another 
tr,  and  numbers  18.  A  young  men's  class  is  conducted  by  one  of  the  elders 
>'>&bbath  mornings,  from  9.30  to  10.30,  with  30  on  the  roll.  The  congrega- 
Bal  Sabbath -school  has  an  average  attendance  of  74  boys  and  1 12  girls.  There 
'  two  mission  schools  rented'  ifor  carrying  on  district  work.  One  has  50 
lolars  and  another  68.  The  Sneddon  children's  church  numbers  nearly  100. 
e  Band  of  Hope  has  over  100  members.  Its  pledge  is  against  intoxicating 
K^,  tobacco,  and  swearing.  Its  oi)eration  for  eight  years  has  been  productive 
9>e  best  consequences.  Another  children's  church,  conducted  by  a  member  of 
!  congregation,  numbers  80  or  90.  A  mothers'  meeting  numbering  40,  and  a 
^Qgs  bank,  are  in  vigorous  operation.  There  is  no  formal  distribution  of  the 
^'n-'i ;  parties  buy  for  themselves.  Not  a  fourth  give  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
'^'^tors,  but  there  is  a  supplementary  annual  collection. 

^  Urge  meeting  convened  to  hear  the  Assembly's  deputies,  who  laid  special 
'^^  on  interest  in  Foreign  Missions  as  a  gauge  of  spiritual  life,  and  urged  an 
?e«siTe  circulation  of  the  Monthly  Record, 


Oakshaw  Fbcb  Church,  late  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
Paislet,  Monday  Evening,  December  7,  1879. 

In  conference  with  a  full  representation  of  office-bearers  and  workers,  it  was 
■^nd  that, — There  are  280  members,  9  elders,  4  deacons,  and  13  managers.  The 
ders  visit  with  great  faithfulness  at  least  twice  a  year.    A  lay  missionary  gives 
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his  whole  time  to  district  work.    There  is  a  children's  churoh  snd  Ssbbeih-iclio^ 
carried  on  in  an  admirable  building,  the  "  Oakshaw  Memorial  Sabbiih  Scbookj 
The  elders  call  frequently  on  those  in  danger  of  lapsing,  and  a  list  of  nu 
is  regularly  brought  up  in  the  session.     From  recent  evangelistic  efforts  gcol 
results  have  appeared.     One  hindrance  to  the  advancement  of  gospel  work  i 
the  negative  character  of  the  preaching  in  some  instances  elsewhere  at  tk 
present  time.     Testimony  is  borne  to  the  respectable  character,  on  the  vkJ; 
of  servants  and  girls  in  the  mills.     The  missionary  has  a  Bible  class  nimbe^ 
20,  an  elder  a  class  numbering  60,  and  a  lady  in  the  congregation  one  Bisk- 
ing  26.     The  Session  deals  faithfully  with  neglect  of  ordinances.    Ter  ier 
cases  appear  of  either  drunkenness  or  immorality.     Family  worship  is  itp^ 
very  much  as  a  condition  of  membership.     Sabbath  obs^ranoe  is  gooi  Otif 
a  small  proportion  of  the  members  send  their  children  to  the  Sabbath-iMtti 
family  catechisiDg  is  understood  to  be  the  rule.     The  Sabbath  attendsatfsllM 
in  the  forenoon,  300  in  the  afternoon,  with  50  at  the  prayer-meeting.   tsisnH 
from  the  Record  are  read  at  the  monthly  prayer-meeting,  and  sone  bsjkU 
themselves,  but  there  is  not  any  formal  distribution  of  St.     The  prayar-aetisg 
is  in  part  a  fellowship-meeting,  and  by  the  intimation  in  printed  fomof  tkn^> 
jects  quarterly,  interest  in  it  is  promoted.     The  library  has  100  resders.   £13 » 
raised  for  the  Daynpring,  and  about  £60  in  all  have  been  raised  this  year  in  ^ 
New  Hebrides  Mission,  whereof  about  £40  in  commoditiea  were  sent  direetto 
the  islands.    In  the  Sabbath-school,  an  infant  class,  numbering  from  60  to  K^ 
is  conducted  by  two  ladies.     There  are  26  other  classes  with  75  boys  ud  9^ 
girls  in  attendance.     A  class  is  carried  on  by  one  of  the  elders  oft  StbUlk 
evenings,  numbering  15  young  men. 

The  evening  was  one  of  dense  fog,  but  the  full  attendance  of  the  coDgregi^ 
was  proof  in  itself  of  the  interest  taken  in  the  visit  of  the  deputies. 


Free  South  Ghubch,  Paisley,  Tuesday  Evening,  December  8d^I^'- 

At  a  full  conference  of  office-bearers  and  workers  it  was  found  thsti^B^ 
bership  is  500,  with  12  elders  and  10  deacons,  for  16  districts.     The  eldoi^ 
four  times  yearly,  and  the  deacons  twice.     The  congregational  prayer-a^ 
numbers  120  to  140.     Last  winter  twelve  kitchen  meetings  were  carried  a  Vf 
ladies.     The  office-bearers  are  mainly  Sabbath-school  teachers.    The  ma^^ 
gives  a  ten  minutes*  address  to  the  children  every  Sabbath  afternoon,  uA  i^l 
come  out  well  at  that  diet  in  consequence.     There  are  many  mill-workcfs  io  ^ 
congregation.     They  live  chiefly  in  families,  but  numbers  in  lodgingi.   ^ 
whole  tone  is  no  way  inferior  to  that  in  the  district  generally.    Very  fe*  <^ 
of  immorality  or  drunkenness  come  before  the  session.    A  Bible-womw  '^  ^ 
ployed  by  the  congregation.     There  are  three  children's  churches  BSpsnatesef- 
by  office-bearers.     Three  Sabbath-schools  are  carried  on  in  the  town  district  0i 
two  in  the  conntry  district     At  the  children's  churches  600  are  io  sttendis^ 
and  at  the  Sabbath-schools  565  is  the  average  attendance.    There  sre  51  teK^ 
There  is  an  advanced  class  for  boys,  and  one  for  young  women,  along  with  ^' 
minister's  Bible-class,  which  has  193  on  the  roll,  of  whom  62  are  young  oeo.  -^ 
special  evangelistic  services  have  of  late  been  held.     The  Sabbsu  for^ 
attendance  is  350,  and  afternoon  550.    The  running  of  trains  on  the  I^.*^ 
is  one  of  the  chief  features  of  Sabbath  desecration.     There  is  no  specisl  eircs» 
tion  of  the  Record,  but  the  children  at  the  Sabbath-schools  receive  the  Ch\iM^ 
Record. 

A  large  meeting  of  the  congregation  was  addressed  by  the  deputiea 


II.  8TATB  or  RELIGION  AND  MORALS.  87 

Free  St.  George's  Church,  Paisley,  Wednesday  Eveniog,  December 

d\h,  1879. 

At  a  largely  attended  meeting  oi  the  office-bearers  and  workers  it  was  found 
that  there  are  500  members,  with  16  elders  and  20  deacons  for  16  districts.  The 
Aden  visit  four  times  and  the  deacons  once  a  year.  There  is  now  no  district 
TiTer-meeting.  A  mission  is  wrought  by  the  congregation,  in  which  a  divinity 
tDient  is  engaged,  and  the  assistant  and  elders  take  part,  along  with  fifteen 
illy  visitors  and  tract  diatributors.  There  have  been  evangelistic  meetings 
N«Qtly,  and  especially  among  the  young  there  are  tokens  for  good.  The 
4bb&th  forenoon  attendance  ia  somewhere  between  400  and  500 ;  afternoon 
etween  600  and  700.  From  30  to  50  attend  the  prayer-meeting.  Every  family 
M  all  ain^e  members  receive  a  copy  of  the  Record^  the  expense  being  fully 
iiTered  by  a  collection.  The  congregational  Sabbath-school  numbera  70  or  80 
nris  and  20  boys,  under  13  teachers.  The  assistant's  class  for  young  women 
mniberB  16,  and  the  minister's  Bible-dass  40,  of  whom  one-fourth  are  young 
ata.  The  mission  Sabbath-school  numbers  80,  having  13  teachers,  and  the 
Wren's  service  is  attended  by  75.  Every  child  gets  the  BecartL  For  four 
fan  an  interesting  daas  has  been  conducted  by  a  lady  on  Thursday  evenings, 
beooaists  mainly  of  mill  girls,  and  numbers  75.  Along,  with  a  Bible  lesson  in- 
imction  is  given  in  sewing.  On  Saturdays  also  the  miniater  has  long  been  in  the 
bbit,  daring  the  winter  months,  of  conducting  a  class  of  young  people  under 
Mrt«en.  There  are  80  at  present  on  the  relL  All  classes  in  the  congregation 
ffe  represented,  and  lately,  on  trial  made,  two-thirds  were  able  to  repeat  the 
Uecbism  admirably  welL  An  eighth  or  a  tenth  of  the  members,  and  not  more 
^AB  a  fourth  of  the  families,  are  subscribers  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund.  The 
^te  of  the  congregation  as  regards  discipline  is  good.  Servants  are  specially 
arcd  for ;  they  generally  come  to  the  Bible-dass,  and  many  have  joined  the 
bnrch.  Interest  is  also  taken  by  the  session  in  mill  girls,  the  report  regarding 
rhom  is  very  satisfactory. 

A  large  and  interesting  meeting  of  the  congregation  was  present  to  hear  the 
^ptttiea,  although  a  dense  fog  still  prevailed,  and  it  was  impossible  for  many  to 

Je  ont  of  dooia.  

M.  WHITE. 

THOMAS  MIMICKING. 


ttPOBT  BT  THx  Obnbral  Assxublt'b  Dbputibs  appointed  to  visit  tho 
Fbbb  Prbsbtteribs  ov  Dunoon  and  Interarat. 

All  the  deputies  met  at  Dunoon  on  Monday  21  at  July,  1879.  The  deputation 
co<Dpriaed  the  Revs.  Alexander  M'Eenzie  and  J.  Calder  Macphail  of  Edinburgh, 
^Ministers ;  and  Colonel  Young  of  Edinburgh,  and  J.  R.  Miller  of  Glasgow, 

Arrangements  having  been  made  to  divide  the  congregations  of  the  two  Preaby- 
^es  into  two  equal  sections  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Kenaie  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller, 
vbo  were  associated  together,  there  fell  to  them,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dunoon, 
^«  following  congregations :  Dunoon  (Rev.  J.  M.  M'Morran) ;  Free  West  Chureh, 
{^tli«tty  (Itev.  Dr.  Elder) ;  Ascog  (Rev.  Mr.  Williamaon) ;  Free  Gaelic  Church, 
KoUieaay  (Rev.  Mr.  Ross) ;  North  Bute  (Rev.  Mr.  M*Lean) ;  South  Kingarth  (Rev. 
Mr.  MeiUejohn) ;  Kilmodan  (Rev.  Mr.  Rnaael) ;  and  Eilfinnan  (Rev.  Mr.  Campbell). 
^<M  were  viaited  in  the  order  above  named,  and  in  the  usual  manner,  viz., 
the  depQtiea  meeting  with  the  minister,  office-bearera,  and  workers,  first  in  con- 
lerenoe,  and  thereafter  with  the  congregation.  In  all  caaes  the  reception 
'^^rded  to  the  deputies  was  most  hearty,  and  they  not  only  found  miniatera  and 
^office-bearers  most  ready  to  confer  regarding  their  methods  of  operation,  but  slso 
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most  eager  to  receive  any  hints  from  the  depatiee  npon  those  methods,  if,  by  aq 
means,  the  work  of  God  might  be  advanced  in  their  respective  congr^ticoi 
districts. 

The  impression  left  on  the  minds  of  the  deputies  by  this  work  was,  that,  n^ 
in  many  instances  there  was  encouraging  evidence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  h&a§C 
work,  there  seemed  in  some  places  a  tendency  to  magnify  d^culties  in  ^  rij 
of  a  more  vigorous  and  aggressive  use  of  those  agencies  for  good  wbidi  i  well 
organised  Christian  congregation  always  to  a  large  extent  possesses,  and  vliela 
rarely,  if  ever,  fully  made  use  of.     It  was  exceedingly  interesting  to  &d  ^ 
wherever  special  efforts  were  made  to  meet  special  circumstances,  tbev  £to 
were  most  encouragingly  successful.     For  example,  almost  all  the  cos^tpas^ 
above  named  are  subject  to  a  lai^e  influx  of  summer  visitors  year  byyeiitlsi^ 
of  passage,  so  to  spesJc,  who  do  not  consider  themselves  part  of  the  congnptis:, 
and  whose  tendency  for  the  most  part  seems  rather  to  break  locee  fra^tba 
to  keep  within  the  salutary  cincture  of  gospel  ordinances.     In  most  placa  tfcese 
summer  visitors  are  left  very  much  to  themselves  ;  but  in  at  least  m  iatiKi 
the  deputies  learned  that  the  Free  Church  minister  had  made  a  poist  of  rask^ 
all  who  came,  and  inviting  them  to  his  church.     '*Tbis  attention,"  thedifstio 
were  told,  "seemed  much  appreciated  by  all,"  and  not  only  was  the  chordifill 
to  overflowing  on  the  Sabbatii,  but  many  of  the  families  had  sent  their  dii^ 
to  the  Sabbath-school  during  their  temporary  sojourn.     It  is  only  fair  to  idd  tht 
in  this  instance  the  circumstances  were  exceptionally  faTourable,  the  place  bei]^ 
somewhat  small,  and  the  parish  church  not  so  conveniently  situated  for  attouiA^ 
on  the  part  of  the  summer  visitors  as  the  Free  Church.   The  deputies  were  sot  iv* 
prised  to  find  that^  as  a  result  of  this  energetic  work  on  the  part  of  the  mini^r 
the  Sabbath  was  well  observed  both  by  natives  and  by  resident  vuUort,  ccetntf* 
ing,  in  this  last  respect,  "with  the  other  watering-places,  where  moat,  if  BotiH  ^ 
the  Sabbath  desecration — ^admitted  pretty  largely  to  prevail — ^was  liddattk^ 
of  the  summer  visitors. 

As  far  as  regards  congregational  organisation,  the  deputies  found  in  Kssff*' 
gregations  nothing  lacking,*  and  the  usual  agencies,  including  SabbattiM 
seemed  to  be  in  good  working  order.    Besults  were  spoken  of  wi^o^^ 
caution  and  guardedness,  but  testimony  was  borne,  in  every  localitj,te*"|^ 
than  ordinary  earnestness  pervading  the  audience  while  the  word  vis  ^ 
preached,  and  in  one  congregation,  especially,  several  very  enconngii^s^'^' 
stances  were  mentioned  resulting  from  special  efforts  and  special  seasoiu^?*^: 
One  minister  mentioned  that  *'  during  the  term  of  his  present  ministT}'*^^'^ 
of  12  years — there  had  occurred  three  distinct  seasons  of  revival"   Tlos  ^^' 
gregation  numbers  about  370  above  14  years  of  age,  200  of  whom  *^  ^^  vl 
Communion-roll.     One  interesting  and   suggestive  fact  was  stated  in  i^ 
to  this  congregation  which  the  deputies  cannot  forbear  mentioning  to.,  tlo^* 
prayer-meeting  had  been  begun  the  previous  winter  on  Saturday  aftenoiA  ^^ 
the  manse,  open  to  ofiBce-bearers,  and  to  any  others  of  the  congregatios  v^-* 
desired  to  attend,  any  who  had  special  requests  to  present  being  eoMunS^^^ 
bring  them. 

The  prevailing  forms  of  evil  were,  as  usual.  Sabbath  profanation  anddrinhf^ 
The  former,  as  already  stated,  for  the  most  part  charged  against  the  Bao>^ 
visitors — ^the  latter  said  to  be  indulged  in  by  parties  styling  themselves  hcM^-' 
travellers.     It  has  been  found  that  in  some  places  formerly  mnch  diatui^  ^) 
this  class  the  evil  has  been  effectually  cured  by  depriving  the  pablic-b<^ 
where  the  drink  was  procured,  of  their  hotel  Uceneet,    The  same  remedy  mif^|' 
found  available  at  the  coast  as  has  proved  so  effectual  in  country  districti.  ^ 
regards  Sabbath  strolling,  it  occurred  to  the  deputies  that  open-air  sernces  d-T* 
be  more  frequently  held  in  the  localities  most  frequented  by  the  P^^^'^J! 
God's  holy  day,  and  in  this  way  Satan  might  be  foiled  on  his  own  grooni  ^ 
exigencies  of  the  times  seem  to  call  for  far  more  of  this  aggreasire  work  than^ 
Church  has  yet  put  forth,  and  if  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  is  to  be  •^^^'^^^ 
must  be  by  meeting  those  growing  evils  by  new  modes  of  attack,  wiaely  den^ 
vigorously  prosecuted,  and  sustained  by  earnest  and  persevering  pny^i  ^  ^ 
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mr  cherished  Sabbatli  rest  and  Sabbath  ordinances  may  become  gradually  things 
of  the  past. 

One  gratifying  circumstance  was  mentioned,  that  neither  at  Dunoon  nor 
Bothesay  were  there  any  boats  let  out  for  hire  on  the  Lord's  Day.  At  Dunoon 
it  was  said  that  yachting  and  boating  on  the  Sabbath  had  greatly  increased  since 
the  formation  of  a  Yacht  Club  with  its  head-quarters  at  Hunter's  Quay,  but  it 
was  iDdnlged  in  wholly  by  strangers. 

It  appeared  to  the  deputies  that  in  many  of  the  congregations  they  visited  the 
circulation  of  the  Missionary  Record  might  be  better  attended  to.  In  one  of  the 
loost  influentiAl  congregations  At  was  scarcely  known  how  many  copies  were 
Uong  circulated,  as  it  was  got  through  the  bookseller  of  the  village.  In  one  or 
two  congr^ations,  however,  its  circulation  formed  a  special  feature,  the  "  notes  " 
bearing  the  following  entry  in  the  case  of  one  of  these: — "A  copy  of  the 
Mlmonary  Record  is  given  to  every  family,  and  is  *very  greatly  appreciated.*' 
For  contrast  to  this  it  is  interesting  to  note  how  full  the  circulation  of  the 
QkHdrffCs  Record  is  ;  the  rule  seemed  to  be  that  iQmost  every  child  in  attendance 
—certainly  every  family  represented  at  the  Sabbath -schools — received  a  copy. 

It  is  indeed  a  very  hopeful  feature  that  everyWhere  the  Sabbath-school  is  in 
^gorous  operation,  and  that  whatever  difficulty  there  may  be  in  getting  an 
Ueqiiate  staff  of  office-bearers,  there  seems  no  lack  of  suitable  teachers,  both 
9s!e  and  female.  This  remark  applies,  however,  only  to  the  Presbytery  of 
DaiiooQ.  At  North  Bute  the  need  for  increased  church  accommodation  was 
^<ut  to  be  fully  met  by  the  opening  Of  a  very  handsome  and  spacious  new  church 
(iince  opened),  and  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  there  was  every  prospect  of 
^  increased  power  for  wofk  being  fully  made  use  of  by  the  minister,  office- 
bearers, and  workers,  in  thiit  Attractive  summer  resort. 

In  conclusion,  the  deputies  may  remark  that  the  time  of  the  year  chosen  for 
tlieir  visit  was  to  some  extent  unseasonable,  owing  to  the  Glasgow  Fair  holidays 
falling  about  the  same  period.  This  circumstance  affected  the  attendance  at  the 
congregational  meetings  in  some  of  the  localities  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
office-bearers  and  workers  to  a  less  degree.  Of  course  it  is  difficult  to  arrange 
depatation  work  so  as  to  suit  all  parties,  and  probably  the  spring  or  autumn 
mooths  would  have  been  more  appropriate  for  such  localities  as  the  watering- 
places  on  the  Clyde*;  but,  despite  this  drawback,  the  deputies  had  no  reason  to 
coDclade  that  their  visit  was  otherwise  than  most  welcome  to  the  churches  in 
these  important  localities,  and  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  brotherly  con- 
Kreoces  held  with  highly  esteemed  bffice-bearers  and  workers  in  those  portions 
<>{  the  '*  vineyard  "  may  be  blessed  of  Qod  to  the  furtherance  of  His  cause  and 
tite  promotion  of  His  glory. 

After  completing  the  visitation  of  the  Dunoon  Presbytery,  the  four  deputies 
*ent  on  to  Ardrishaig  on  the  30th  July  to  visit  the  congregations  in  the 
'^r^bytery  of  Inveraray. 

This  Presbytery  comprises  : — Ardrishaig  (Rev.  Mr.  Stewart) ;  Lochgilphead 
(Re?.  Mr.  Fraser) ;  Free  Martyrs',  Lochgilphead  (Rev.  Mr.  Shirreffs) ;  Kilmartin 
(^^.  Mr.  M'Phail) ;  North  Knapdale  (Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson) ;  Minard,  or  Loch 
'yaeaide  (Rev.  Mr.  Clarke) ;  and  Inveraray  ( Rev.  Mr.|Roee) .  Tarbert  Free  Church 
\^  ^  transferred  from  the  Presbytery  of  Kintyre  to  that  of  Inveraray  when 
^°^  letter  was  formed  ;  but»  as  it  had  been  quite  recently  visited  along  with  the 
i>t&er  congregations  of  the  Presbytery  of  Kintyre,  it  was  dropped  on  this  occa- 
^^on.  Mr.  M'Phail  and  Colonel  Young  having  to  return  home  on  1st  August  it 
^  arranged  that  they  should  meet  the  office-bearers  and  congregation  of  Free 
^«rtyrs'  Church  on  Wednesday  30th,  and  Ardrishaig  on  Thursday  evening  Slst 
July^Messrs.  M*Kenzie  and  Miller  taking  all  the  other  congregations  in  the 
presbytery.  The  meeting  of  Presbytery  to  receive  the  dejiuties  was  held  at 
^bgilphead  on  the  31st,  and  was  attended  by  all  the  ministers  save  Mr.  Rose 
^Averaray,  and  by  two  elders.  As  usual,  the  reception  given  to  the  deputies 
^^  most  cordial,  and  much  interesting  information  was  given  by  the  ministers 
^  ^  the  state  of  matters  in  their  respective  districts,  which  the  deputies  found 
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exceedingly  valnable  in  their  sabsequent  visitB.    To  avoid  aamenen  in  dettil, 
the  deputies  will  content  themselyes  by  giving  the  general  impresaionB  nude  on 
them  by  their  visit  to  this  interesting  Presbytery.    The  first  thing  they  would 
notice  is  the  great  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  whole  Church,  tUt  Tinl 
godliness  should  be  kept  up  in  the  extremities.    At  the  same  time  the  difficuItM 
in  the  way  of  this  are  great,  through  the  sparseneos  of  populatioii,  and  tk 
limited  nature  of  the  intercourse  with  these  outlying  districts^  especiaUy  dnii^ 
the  winter  months.     But,  as  in  the  human  body,  the  extremities,  the  tan%' 
points  of  circulation,  need  special  attention  if  the  health  of  the  whole  bafja 
to  be  kept  in  full  vigour.     May  not  the  analogy  teach  us  that  n^leet  d  ik 
extremities  in  the  Eccleaia  may  tell  disastrously  on  the  life  and  vigour  ai  ik 
**  body,  the  church  "  ?  and  shoi^d  not  therefore  special  care  be  bestowed  a  tkng 
outlying  districts?    Should  not  their  pulses  be  oftener  felt — so  to  ^ak-hf 
more  frequent  deputations ;   and  ought  not  the  summer  months  to  k  son 
utilised  by  evaugelistic  tours  among  the  glens  and  straths  of  our  loveljWestea 
Highlands?    To  your  deputies,  their  visit  last  summer  to  the  Frob^Ci 
Inveraray  was  the  romance  of  deputation  work,  and  it  seemed  to  tlies  Ibt  it 
would  be  true  holiday- work,  either  for  clerical  or  for  lay  evangelistB^  to  ^^ 
some  of  their  recreation  time  in  such  districts  as  they,  the  depu^o,  v«k 
privileged  to  visit,  and  in  such  work  as  they  were  called  upon  to  do.  In  aose 
of  the  congregations  in  this  Presbytery  the  want  of  elders  and  in  otiten  ^ 
want  of  suitable  Sabbath-school  teachers,  was  felt  to  be  a  serious  dnvbid  U 
the  progress  of  the  work  of  God.     The  deputies  also  could  not  but  obaene  ^ 
very  few  young  men  of  the  class  from  which  our  Deacons'  Courts  are  nsnski 
seemed  to  be  available  for  the  work  of  the  Church  iu  their  districts.    TBej  toi 
usually  informed  that  the  young  men  were  engaged  in  the  herring  fishing  dvii| 
summer,  and  that  they  went  to  find  work  elsewhere  during  the  winter  mssSk 
But  in  some  places  where  this  complaint  was  made,  the  deputies  obserTedaot^ 
siderable  sprinkling  of  this  class  in  the  congregational  meetings  lubeeqcat? 
addressed  by  them,  and  it  was  most  pleasant  to  observe  how  thoroughly  intefti^ 
these  young  men  seemed  to  be  in  the  services  and  addresses.    So  marked  fK 
this  interest,  they  could  not  help  thinking  that  a  little  more  "prospecting  ^ 
the  part  of  the  ofiice>bearers  might  lead  to  the  discovery  of  a  mine  of  jOiMt^ 
wealth  in  this  direction,  which,  when  properly  worked,  could  not  fail  ffo^^ 
enrich  the  Church. 

Another  thing  occurred  to  the  deputies  which  they  thought  might  be  «^ 
consideration,  viz.,  whether  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  make  the  meetii^  ^ 
Presbytery  somewhat  peripcUetic  Although  the  Presbytery  takes  its  naiw  ^ 
the  county  town  where  the  Circuit  Court  meets,  it  seems  always  to  m«^  ^ 
Lochgilphead,  because  of  its  central  situation.  As  far  as  the  depntiei  ck«|» 
judge,  it  would  not  involve  much  additional  inconvenience  to  those  membenfu^ 
have  to  come  to  Lochgilphead,  if  the  place  of  meeting  were  occaehMUif^^^ 
to  some  of  the  other  localities,  as  Inveraray,  North  Knapdale,  etc^  ^^  ^ 
circumstance  of  the  Presbytery  meeting  once  a  year  in  these  other  places  voaiJ 
naturally  excite  great  interest  in  the  neighbourhood,  snd  if  some  special  lerrK^ 
for  the  people  were  held  at  same  time,  might,  with  Ood's  blessing,  resnH  m ' 
real  quickening  of  spiritual  life  over  the  whole  Presbytery. 

Again,  in  several  places  it  was  a  matter  of  complaint  that  the  elders'  iiA^ 
was  not  sufficiently  felt;  and  the  two  elders  who  attended  the  aeens|' 
Presbytery  also  spoke  strongly  of  their  desire  for  more  intercourse  ^"^^^^^ 
elderdiip.  Perhaps  this  too  might  follow  in  the  wake  of  some  saoh  ^^^"^'^ 
as  has  been  now  suggested.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  the  ^^P^^  J^ 
close  their  remarks  by  again  impressing  upon  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U<b^ 
the  very  urgent  need  of  a  wise  care,  and  a  kindly  supervision  of  oar  outlyi^ 
remote  congregations.  A  viut  of  deputies  once  every  ten  yean  or  *^  vL 
utterly  fruitless,  unless  followed  up  by  other  measures  fitted  to  quicken  *^.^ 
the  spiritual  life  that  is  so  apt  to  go  to  sleep  through  tnerlia.  Both  ''"''^ 
and  people  repeatedly  expressed  their  great  thankfulness  to  the  Geseial  ^^ 
for  ^ns  " stirring  the  pool,"  as  one  of  the  elders  expressed  it;  bat  at  toe  i^ 
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tune  the  mort  eamett  desire  was  expressed  that  something  more  might  be  done 
m  the  way  of  Evangelistic  work ;  and  the  deputies  would  suggest  that,  as  in 
laUy,  Evangelistic  deputies  last  summer  followed  up  the  work  of  the  Assembly's 
deputies,  who  had  been  there  the  preceding  year,  so  the  Presbytery  of  Inveraray 
Day  receive,  daring  this  summer,  the  visit  of  one  of  the  Evangelistic  deputations. 
The  locslitiea  that  seemed  most  ripe  for  such  visits  were  Ardrishaig,  Lochgilp- 
head, Minard — especially  because  of  the  granite  quarries  in  the  neighbourhood 
—and  Inveraray. 

In  KHmartin  also  and  North  Knapdale,  although  the  population  is  more  sparse 
ind  widely  scattered,  the  visit  of  an  Evangelist,  especially  if  he  could  address  in 
Gaelic,  would  doubtless  be  cordially  welcomed  by  both  ministers  and  people,  and 
couM  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  much  good. 

ALEX.  M*KENZIE. 
JOHN  E.  MILLER. 
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HEPORT  or  Deputies  appointed  by  the  Gemebal  Assembly  to  visit 
the  Pbxbbttxries  of  Dunoon  and  Inyesarat. 

4 

Deputies  : — Rev.  J.  Calder  Macphail ;  Colonel  A.  G.  Young,  Elder. 

The  Congregations  visited  were: — Dunoon  Presbytery — Dunoon,  Gaelic, 
Ker.  D.  M*Nicol ;  Rothesay,  Rev.  D.  Somerville,  M. A.  ;  Strachur,  Rev.  W, 
Under ;  EOmun,  Rev.  D.  M'Kerchar ;  Sandbank,  Rev.  John  Headrick  ;  Inellan, 
Kev.  John  Irving,  M.A. ;  Tighnabruaich,  Rev.  James  Young. 

Inveraray  Presbytery — Lochgilphead,  Rev.  John  M.  Shirreffs ;  Ardrishaig,  Rev. 
John  Stewart. 

The  work  of  the  deputies,  on  entering  each  Presbytery,  was  first  to  meet  with 
the  Presbytery  in  conference  on  the  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds  ;  these 
conferences  were  held  at  Rothesay  22d  July,  and  at  Lochgilphead  on  the  31st 
July.  The  brethren  of  the  two  Presbyteries  gave  the  deputies  a  most  hearty  and 
cordial  reception,  welcoming  them  as  coming  from  the  General  Assembly,  and 
expressing  the  hope  that  their  visit  to  the  several  congregations  might  be  pro- 
<toctive  of  the  highest  spiritual  good.  During  the  conferences,  which  in  each  case 
hsted  several  hours,  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  Church  was  gone  into, 
^tz.,  Attendance  on  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  Day, — on  the  weekly  prayer-meet- 
iig,— at  the  district  prayer-meetings, — the  work  of  the  Elders  in  visiting  and 
ariog  for  the  families  of  their  districts, — ^state  of  the  Sabbath-schools, — other 
^encies  such  as  Bible  classes.  Sabbath  observance,  and  everything  that  a  living 
Church  is  expected  to  keep  in  operation  for  progress  of  true  religion.  The  con- 
ference brought  out  much  that  is  hopeful. 

In  visiting  each  congregation,  the  deputies  availed  themselves  of  the  printed 
queries  furnished  by  the  Church  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals,  going  into 
the  subject  of  each  question  in  so  far  as  it  was  applicable  to  the  congregation 
suited,  and  they  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  in  general  as  follows  : — 

1*  Ofpics-bvabbss  akd  theib  work. — As  a  rule,  the  staff  is  sufBcient ;  the 
congregations  are  generally  divided  into  districts,  in  many  of  which  tlie  Elders 
uo  a  good  work  in  caring  for  the  people  under  their  charge,  and  watching  over 
the  young. 

2.  Oadikaxces. — La  general  the  attendance  is  good,  in  many  places  the  people 
having  to  walk  considerable  distances  in  order  to  attend  the  house  of  God  ;  the 
^neral  complaint  is  that  spiritual  life  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be,  considering  all 
«ie  privileges  enjoyed. 

3.  Pbatbb-Mbbtihos. — In  the  several  congregations  where  the  people  are 
Bach  scattered,  ministers  hold  cottage  prayer-meetings,  which  are  much  prized 
'^y  the  people,  hx  Dunoon,  Rothesay,  and  other  large  places,  there  is  the  regular 
^«ekly  prayer-meeting. 

,  i  Sabbath  School. — The  deputies  were  much  cheered  by  the  interest  taken 
^ntheyoQQg  ;  in  many  of  Sabbath-schooLs  elders  act  as  teachers  ;  there  is  a  pretty 
good  supply  of  tethers.  The  deputies  were  glad  to  find  that  the  Children's  Record 
^  *el]  supplied  to  most  of  the  schools.  They  urged  also  the  circulation  of  the 
^ORiAIy  Record  in  the  congregation. 

$•  Sarbath. — At  those  places  frequented  by  summer  visitors,  the  observance 
^  Uie  Lord's  Day  is  much  interfered  with ;  those  who  let  lodgings  are  necessarily 
^uch  occupied,  and  in  many  ways  the  summer  season  has  its  trials. 

^*  SriATi  or  RvxjoiON. — The  general  feeling  is  that  a  time  of  refreshing  is 
l^uch  needed,  but  still  there  is  much  to  caU  for  thankfulness  in  the  general  state  of 
^}^  coDgregations.  The  deputies  pressed  on  the  office-bearers  their  responsibilities 
|Q  connection  with  the  state  of  religion,  urging  them  to  strengthen  and  uphold 
^he  hands  of  the  minister  in  his  work  of  caring  for  the  flock.  The  deputies,  on 
^'^11^  a  oongregation,  first  met  with  the  minister  and  office-bearers  in  con« 
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ference  on  the  state  of  religion  in  the  congregation,  and  afterwtzds  met  mi 
the  congregation  and  addressed  them,  seeking  to  stir  them  np  in  regtrd  i 
personal  religion,  family  worship,  and  congregational  activity  in  seeking  to  ahv^ 
in,  aod  help  on  ike  general  work  of  the  Church  at  home  and  abroad. 

J.  CALDEB  MACPHAIL 
A.  G.  YOUNG,  J2Wer. 


Report  bt  Assembly's  Deputies  of  the  Yisitatiok  of  the'Congiegitio&j 
of  BuTHBixsTON,  Bt  Glehbmt'b,  South  Gbubch,  Tbimitt,  Tsos, 
Mabyculteb,  and  Skene,  in  the  Fbesbtteby  of  Abbbdeek. 

In  discharge  of  the  work  assigned  to  them,  the  deputies  met  wi^  tke<)fi» 
bearers  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour ;  afterwards  with  workers  and  Saibkft- 
school  teachers  for  half  an  hour,  and  than  with  the  congregation  for  folly  sa 
hour.     The  subjects  of  conference  prepared  by  the  Assembly  s  Committee  ven 
carefully  gone  over  at  the  private  meetings,  and  much  interesting  iDfoniiatkA 
was  obtained.      Suggestions  gathered  from  other  places  were  msde  \fj  t^ 
deputies,  and  frank  conversations  were  held  on  all  matters  bearing  od  oi)zaQi< 
sation  and  spiritual  work.     Mr.  Mossman  pressed  on  his  brethren  in  the  eUer< 
ship  the  desirableness  of  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  AssemUj  vere 
making  inquiries  about  family  worship  and  family  catechising^  as  a  gmaad  f« 
their  going  into  their  district  with  the  view  of  urging  these  duties  npa  tk 
members,  and  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  they  were  attended  ta  it  ^' 
same  time  he  suggested  that  it  would  be  very  hel^nl  towards  beginning  M" 
worship  where  it  may  have  been  neglected,  if  the  elder  would  in  the  eveniijgr^ 
the  homes  and  hold  worship  as  a  commencement  of  the  practice.    Hie  ^^"^ 
in  every  case  received  a  most  cordial  welcome,  and  gratitade  was  ezfvesi^  v 
the  Assembly  for  manifesting  such  an  interest  in  the  religious  life  of  ^v^P 
gations  under  its  charge.     At  the  close  of  the  conference  a  few  wardis^^^^ 
encourage  and  stimulate  were  spoken  to  the  office-bearers,  workers,  ssdSii^ 
school  teachers.     In  the  congregational  meeting  presided  over  by  tk  F*^' 
short  addresses  were  given  on  matters  suggested  by  the  eonferenoe,  on  tit^***^ 
of  making  sure  of  a  personal  interest  in  Christy  of  aiming  after  higfav^^ 
ments  in  the  Divine  life,  and  of  increased  consecration  to  the  Lord  and  Bii«^ 
The  first  congregation  visited  was 

RuTHiuxsTOK,  on  Tuesday,  26tk  Kovember — Deimties,  Be^.  Jamas  litKrant, 
Urquhart,  and  Rev.  Alex.  M'Kenaie,  Edinburgh. — Here  there  was  afsirnaiB^ 
of  office-bearers  and  workers  present,  and  a  good  meeting  of  the  eongi^^ 
There  are  7  elders,  8  deacons,  185  members,  and  7  districts  with  offioe-b<«rR> 
over  each.    The  elders  do  not  visit  systematically,  and  they  have  no  diitr<^ 
prayer>raeetiDgs.     Much  interest  is  taken  by  them  in  the  young.    The  ststemeati 
regarding  the  state  of  religion  were  very  encouraging.     This  is  a  Church  ExH' 
sion  charge,  having  been  for  many  years  a  station*    The  locality  wis  loog  >  ^j^ 
neglected  one,  and  was  notorious  for  its  gross  wickedness.     The  elders,  wboii^ 
known  it  well  in  its  evil  days,  reported  that  there  is  now  a  marvelloos  cbsng^  ^ 
the  religious  aspect  of  the  place,  the  population  being  as  noted  for  their  lobnetj 
and  orderliness  as  they  had  once  been  for  the  opposite.    The  testinioay  bocse  ^ 
the  greatness  of  the  change  was  most  decided,  and  very  pleasing.    Though  ^ 
has  been  no  special  revival,  fruit  is  being  gathered  through  the  ordinsrj  i^etf' 
grace,  encouraging  the  heart  of  minister  and  office-bemts.    The  stteDdtf« 
the  prayer-meeting  is  fair,  and  at  church  good  and  regular.     The  inteUigen<^  ^ 
earnestness  of  the  young  communicants  is  very  encouraging.    little  }Bi(XVi^ 
could  be  given  as  to  the  prevalence  of  family  worship  or  fsmily  estschiBoS* 
There  are  no  special  forms  of  sin  prevalent     The  few  farm-«ervsnts  in  the  otftn 
are,  as  a  rule,  very  careless.     Cases  of  discipline  are  very  rare,  only  three  dnnqg 


I.  STATE  OF  BKLIOCON  AND  MORALS.  45 

K  paat  three  yean.  Hie  Sabbath-Boliool  is  well  organised,  and  the  attendance 
rgd  and  enoooraging.  There  ia  a  very  devoted  superintendent,  aided  by  16 
neat  teachers^  and  good  work  bearing  promising  fruit  is  being  done  among  the 
nmg.  The  Children**  Record  is  regularly  distributed  in  the  school  The  children 
i«  weekly  gathered  to  praise-meetings,  and  they  give  for  missionary  purposes. 
iurty  copies  of  the  Free  Church  Becord  are  taken  by  members  of  the  church, 
he  congregation,  as  a  whole,  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  is  making  good 
rogreaa  in  occupying  and  working  a  field  long  neglected  ;  and  with  its  earnest 
liaiatiy  and  devoted  ofBoe-bearers  is  an  evidence  of  the  value  and  importance  of 
leae  Home  Mission  efforts  to  which  the  church  is  giving  such  attention. 

St.  Clkmknt's,  26th  November. — ^Deputies,  Bev.  James  Morrison  and  Hugh 
kmao,  Esq. — Here  there  are  9  elders,  9  deacons,  522  members.  An  election 
;  additiona]  office-bearers,  now  going  on,  will  give  a  sufficient  staff  for  supplying 
>e  districts  which  are  already  arranged.  Four  times  a  year  the  elders  visit  all 
a  members,  and  so  become  personally  aoqiuiinted  with  them  and  their  families, 
bere  are  two  district  prayer-meetings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Church,  but 
'it  members  being  scattered  over  the  whole  city,  it  is  not  practicable  to  have 
ich  meetings  in  all  the  widely-spread  districts.  The  office-bearers  take  special 
itereafc  in  the  young,  and  try  to  gather  them  into  the  Sabbath-schooL  In  the 
^ct,  which  is  a  poor  one,  where  the  church  is  placed,  there  are  many  neglec- 
to  of  ordinances,  whom  the  members  try  to  influence  by  personal  dealing, 
Bete,  and  evangelistic  services.  Little  was  said  about  family  worship,  and 
fc«  office-bearers  could  not  speak  very  precisely  as  to  the  state  of  religion.  There 
R  cheering  indications  of  growing  earnestness.  The  congregation  shared  largeJy 
0  the  quickening  connected  with  Mr.  Moody's  labours.  Continuous  evangelistio 
Q^tinga  have  been  frequently  held,  and  always  with  good  results.  A  few  years 
fo  the  agents  of  the  Scottish  Evangelistio  Society  were  instruments  of  great 
'Imiog.  Interesting  meetings  have  been  recently  held  for  the  young,  and 
^  results  have  been  very  encouraging.  The  attendance  at  church  is  good,  and 
enerally  representatives  of  all  classes  are  present  at  the  prayer-meetings.  The 
%  of  observing  family  worship  is  pressed  upon  all  applicants  for  baptism.  .  .  . 
^  the  district  there  are  several  shops  open  on  Sabbath,  and  this  practice  is  on 
he  increase,  as  is  also  the  evil  of  Sabbath  walking.  Family  catechising  is 
'fended  to  in  many  cases,  thon^  not  so  generally  as  it  should  be.  The  pre- 
filing  Bins  are  Sabbath-breaking  aod  drunkenness,  and  profane  and  indecent 
^^tgoage  among  the  young  congregated  on  the  streets.  Of  the  Record  108  copies 
ff«  circulated.  The  Sabbath*schoot  is  well  organised,  and  has  an  attendance  of 
>95  children,  with  33  teachers,  who  meet  regularly  for  prayer  and  preparation. 
^Children's  Service  is  held  on  Sabbath  forenoon  attended  by  250  (chiefly 
^dren  from  outside  the  congregation),  under  33  miusters.  The  ChildrefCs 
Afford  is  widely  circulated,  and  once  a  montii  the  claims  of  some  particular 
Bation  are  expounded,  and  a  considerable  sum  is  raised  for  missions.  The  girls 
^t  to  sew  and  make  up  articles  for  Dr.  Bamardo,  Africa,  etc  An  interesting 
ettnre  in  Sabbath-school  work  is  worthy  of  special  notice.  The  superintendent 
~>  moat  earnest  man — and  a  few  of  the  teachers,  hold  meetings  with  one  or 
^vo  of  the  classes  in  turn,  taking  tea  with  them,  and  conversing  plainly  and 
pointedly  with  the  young  about  their  souls ;  and  as  the  outcome,  considerable 
^ruit  has  been  gathered  from  among  the  children.  The  Monthly  Visitor  is 
'^egnlarly  giyen  to  every  family  in  the  district  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  a  branch  of  which  is  connected  with  the  congregation.  Cases  of 
liscipUne  are  rare,  and  these  chiefly  for  antenuptial  fornication. 

'South  Cbukoh,  November  2^th, — DeputieSj  Bev.  J.  Morrison  and  Hugh  Mos- 
Qun,  Eaq. — ^xhe  attendance  of  office-bearers  and  workers  at  the  conference  was 
^^  lar^  forming  in  fact  a  good  congregation.  There  are  30  elders,  30  deacons, 
U)d  1200  members.  The  congregation  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  having 
^  elder  and  deacon  over  each.  Four  times  a  year  the  elders  visit  every  house- 
|ioId  with  the  Communion  cards,  and  at  such  times  interest  themselves  specially 
^  the  children  and  the  young  men  and  women.    The  office-bearers  hold  no  dis- 
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trict  prayer-meetmgs.    In  the  miaaioa  district  and  elsewhere  mothen'  meetiogi 
and  cottage  meetings  are  held.     In  addition  to  the  congregational  nussionsij,  a 
Bible-woman  is  employed  in  the  Gallowgate.     In  that  locality  a  mtssioa  long 
wrought  by  the  congregation  has  grown  into  a  foU  charge  with  complete  eecks- 
astical,  buildings,  and  a  good  congregation.     As  to  the  state  of  religion,  thm  m 
hopeful  signs  of  spiritual  life  and  yigonr.     The  attendance  on  public  ordiniecei 
is  all  that  could  be  desired,  the  church  being  filled  at  both  diets.    During  t^ 
wave  of  quickened  life  connected  with  the  work  of  Moody  and  Sankey,  batpr^ 
ceding  their  visit  to  Aberdeen,  there  was  a  wide  awakening  under  Mr.  Siaai 
ordinary  ministrations,  and  much  abiding  fruit  was  then  gathered,  whileafnit 
impulse  was  given  to  believers.     Both  before  and  after  that,  special  evangel 
services  have  been  held ,  and  these  invariably  have  issued  in  a  blessing.  The  Bii&isiff 
is  greatly  encouraged  in  bis  work  by  the  regular  and  devout  attendance  s^.a 
ordinances,  and  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  his  office-bearers.    Iliepnj?- 
meeting  is  largely  attended  by  all  classes.     Family  worship  in  some  fens  is 
believed  to  be  pretty  common,  bnt  family  catechising  is  by  no  meaoi  geml 
There  are  within  the  city  few  manifestations  of  Sabbath  profanation,  thoa^i^J^ 
are  in  some  cases  open,  and  Sabbath  walking  is  becoming  more  common.   lotea^-ei- 
ance  is  not  diminishing,  and  swearing  among  the-  young  is  very  prevalent  Strrfi 
walking  has  decreased,  but  illegitimacy  has  increased.     Upwaitls  of  200  copes  o! 
the  Record  are  circulated  in  addition  to  those  bought  by  the  members  from  book- 
sellers.    The  duty  of  supporting  missions  is  duly  enforced.     The  Sab(ath-flcbr<i£9 
are  numerous  and  well  organised.     The  congregational  one  has  200  popih  vith 
24  teachers.     There  are  three  district  schools^  with  a  gross  attendance  of  $50, 
giving  in  all  850  children.     The  teachers  meet  regularly.     They  prist  a  icfaeiK 
of  subjects  to  be  discussed,  and  eac^  teacher  in  turn  takes  up  one  of  tiioa  id 
reads  a  paper  upon  it,  a  general  conversation  following.     There  is  no  difficult}'^ 
finding  teachers,  a  sufficient  number  always  volunteering  to  work.   ThtOaiim'i 
Record  is  circulated  in  all  the  schools,  and  the  scholars  contribute  well  tomisi'a 
A  large  staff  of  ladies  visit  in  the  Gallowgate.     The  Monthly  VisUor  is  pot  i^^ 
every  house.     Mothers*  meetings  are  numerous,  well  attended,  and  muehnlBpi 
There  is  a  ladies'  working  society  which  assembles  for  devotional  exercim  «^ 
preparing  work  of  various  kinds,  which  is  sold  annually  at  a  congr«^^ 
bazaar,  the  proceeds  going  to  missionary  objects.     There  is  a  weekly  praw  seat- 
ing for  children.     There  are  two  Bands  of  Hope,  each  with  a  roU  of  SP,^^  * 
temperance  association  with  120  members.     There  is  a  promising  brsodf^  tU 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.     The  character  of  female  domestic  smuti 
18  reported  on  as  excellent.     Cases  of  discipline  are  pretty  common,  the  sins  cift^ 
dealt  with  being  antenuptial  fornication  and  intemperance. 

Tbintty  Church,  2Sth  November — Deputies,  Rev.  James  Morrison  and  Hngh 
Mosman,  Esq. — There  was  a  large  attendance  of  office-bearers  and  workers. 
The  are  18  elders,  20  deacons,  and  upwards  of  700  communicants.    The  congrr 
gation  is  well  divided  into  manageable  districts  with  an  elder  and  deacon  ortf 
each.     The  elders  visit  quarterly  all  the  members,  and  visit  the  aick  vbei 
necessary.     There  are  two  prayer-meetings  in  the  mission  district    The  office 
bearers  take  a  very  special  interest  in  the  young.     Each  elder  has  a  book  in  whA 
is  entered  the  name  of  every  individual  in  each  household,  the  date  of  the  cbiUits^ 
birth,  and  the  school  and  iSabbath -school  with  which  they  are  connected ;  v^'^ 
cases  of  removal  from  one  district  to  another,  the  names  are  transferred  to  tb* 
book  of  the  elder  to  whose  district  they  have  gone.     Thlft  plan,  carefnlly  vrou^^' 
out,  is  found  to  work  very  successfully,  and  keeps  the  office-bearers  scqu^^- 
with  young  and  old  in  their  districts.     The  congregation  have  a  mission  distmt 
and  employ  a  missionary  to  work  it.     He  is  assisted  by  lady  visitors,  who  h<^ 
mothers'  meetings.     There  is  a  children's  service  on  the  Lord's  Day,  ind  reffii''' 
Sabbath  evening  service  in  the  mission  premises,  and   Sabbath-school  work  < 
vigorously  prosecuted  in  the  district ;  and  through  these  and  similar  tgeoc^ 
many  members  have  been  added  to  the  congregation,  and  to  other  chnrchee  in  tlx 
city.     There  is  a  very  large  staff  of  earnest  workers  in  this  charge.    The  hi*P 
was  expressed  that  the  state  of  religion  is  encouraging.     There  has  not  been  v^J 
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ridespread  reviTal  in  the  ordinary  senae  of  that  word,  bat  Mr.  Moody'a  work  in 
Llerdeen  waa  bleaaed  to  many,  and  much  fruit  of  that  visit  remains.  Evangelistic 
gdetings  are  held  from  time  to  time  in  the  Mission  Hall,  and  •  always  with  good 

The  minister  ia  cheered  in  his  work  by  the  regularity  of  attendance  on  Divine 
rdlDAnces,  and  by  what  he  gathers  as  to  the  apiritnal  condition  of  the  people  in 
a  pastoral  viaitationa.  The  congregational  prayer-meeting  ia  only  fairly 
ttended,  the  diatrict  onea  being  mudi  better.  Little  information  could  be  given 
s  to  family  worship  and  family  catechiaing.  The  latter  ia  interfered  with  by 
abbath -school  work  in  the  afternoon,  and  by  public  worship  in  the  evening,  but 
guod  many  do  attend  to  it.  Sabbath  observance  is  good  on  the  whole,  though 
liking  into  the  country  on  that  day  is  too  prevalent.  Profane  swearing  and 
O'i  language  among  the  yonng  on  the  streets  ia  becoming  very  common. 
The  Sabbath-achoola  are  well  organiaed.  The  congregational  one  has  18 
ichers  and  174  pupila.  The  teachera  meet  occasionally  for  prayer  and  for 
reparation  of  the  lessons.  The  Mission  Sabbath -school  has  30  teachera  and  200 
uldren.  There  ia  a  Sabbath  morning  Bible-clasa  for  young  men  attended  by 
.',  and  an  afternoon  one  for  yonng  women  attended  by  60.  The  text-book  this 
ioter  ia  the  Epiatle  to  the  Galatiana.  The  minister  has  a  class  of  50.  There 
!t  two  fiible-classea  in  the  Miaaion  district,  one  for  young  men  and  another  for 
f^g  women,  each  having  an  attendance  of  about  20.  About  100  children  are 
[ment  at  the  Children's  Chnrch.  There  ia  an  active  Young  Men'a  Christian 
l»%iation.  Mothers'  meetinga  are  well  attended^  There  ia  a  Clothing  Society 
»d  a  Dorcaa  meeting.  The  Record  ia  not  widely  circulated,  but  atepa  are  being 
kken  for  having  thia  done.  The  Children's  Record  ia  largely  diatribnted,  and 
be  young  collect  about  £20  for  misaiona*  Domestio  servants  are  a  superior  and 
igUy  respectable  class.  Caaea  of  diacipline  are  not  numerous.  The  ains  dealt 
ath  are  uncleanneaa  and  intempevance. 

r.vioN  Church,  let  December.— Deputies^  Eev.  Jamea  Morrison  and  Eev. 
)>lward  A.  Thomson. — Twenty  of  the  25  office-bearera,  and  a  large  number  of 
be  members  met  with  the  deputies.  The  communioanta  are  about  345.  The 
DDgregation  ia  well  divided,  with  an  elder  and  deacon  over  each  diatrict.  The 
lien  visit  regularly,  and  intereat  themselvea  in  the  members  and  their  families. 
A[«iDg  and  Ispaed  membera  are  looked  after  and  cared  for.  A  student  mis- 
loaary  works  a  district  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  church.  He  visita  the 
oaseholda,  holds  meetings,  and  gathers  neglected  children  into  the  Sabbath- 
chooL  The  district  is  morally  and  socially  very  low,  and  houses  of  ill  fame  and 
ram-shopa  abound  in  it.  The  minister  speaks  hopefully  of  the  state  of  religion 
a  the  congregation,  finding  a  very  devout  hearing  of  the  Word,  the  younger 
r-embers  being  intelligent,  earnest,  and  heartily  interested  in  all  spiritual  work. 
iWre  has  been  no  special  revival,  but  under  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  there  is 
-T>eful  progress,  and  much  to  encourage.  The  chief  hindrances  are  loose  views 
^  to  the  sacredness  of  the  Lord's  Day  (leading  to  great  Sabbath  desecration  in 
Jt  form  of  Sabbath  walking),  Saturday  excursions,  and  late  shopping  on  Saturday 
'■;^ht,  unfitting  for  the  services  of  the  Lord's  Day — drinking,  especially  Sabbath 
rinkiog  in  ahebeena,  and  a  growing  spirit  of  frivolity.  The  chief  diacouragement 
^  the  prevalence  of  half -day  hearing.  Occasional  disappointments  are  experienced 
nth  young  communicants,  although  great  care  is  taken  in  the  admission  of  such 
^'i\x  as  respects  life  and  intelligence.  Some  old  office-bearers  stated  that  the 
'ibbath  is  better  observed  than  it  was  50  years  ago,  but  worse  than  it  waa  20 
ears  ago.  It  was  affirmed  that  the  change  of  Sabbath  service  from  afternoon 
">  i'vening  increases  afternoon  walking,  and  does  not  sensibly  lessen  evening 
talking.  The  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  not  well  attended,  but  all  classes 
kre  reitresented  at  it.  Cases  of  discipline  are  diminishing.  There  have  been 
^nly  three  during  the  paat  three  yeara.  Much  good  ia  done  by  private  dealing 
Lcd  warning. 

To  all  applicants  for  baptism,  the  question  is  pointedly  put  as  to  the  main- 
fnance  of  family  worship,  and  is  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Paithful  dealing 
^  exercised  with  such  parties,  and  with  applicants  for  admiaaion  to  the  Lord'a 
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table.     Family  catechising  generally  is  attended  to,  and  very  special  efforts  d 
made  to  lead  parents  to  revise  the  duty  of  home  training.     The  Record  is  oi 
widely  circnlated. '  The  duty  of  contributing    to  missions  is  sysiematicaO 
enforced.     The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised  under  an  active  saperintendeal 
with  a  good  staff  of  teachers,  and  the  attendance  is  regular  and  good   Ik 
teachers  meet  for  prayer,  and  are  arranging  for  meeting  for  preparation  of  lb 
lessons.     Efforts  are  made  to  reclaim  the  careless,  and   lay  hold  npon  tkk 
children,  by*  personal  dealing  by  the  office-bearers  and  members,  and  b/tfe 
labours  of  the  missionary.     The  ChildrerCs  Record  is  distributed,  and  tbe  p%' 
contribute  to  missions.     The  character  of  female  domestic  servanta  is  \a^ . . . 
Iliere  is  a  Young  Men's  Association  which  meets  weekly,  attended  on  aamr^ 
by  30  members,  a  larger  number  than  on  any  previous  occasion.    It  bi  ^ 
very  helpful  to  young  men.     There  is  a  well-attended  Bible-clasa  held  iBtbeWI 
of  the  church  on  Friday  evenings.     Tracts  are  largely  circulated  in  the  miseb 
district     There  is  k  clothing  fund  and  a  coal  fund,  judiciously  managed,  td 
productive  of  much  good.     The  deputies  were  much  impressed  with  the  uKSt 
of  solid  work  being  done  here,  with  the  deep  interest  tftken  by  office>beiren  od 
members  in  all  church  work,  and  with  the  harmonious  oo-ox>eration  of  aH  ptf^ifl 
in  strengthening  the  pastor^s  hands. 

Martcultbr,  2d  December. — DepuHea,  Rev.  James  Morrison  and  Warn 
Henderson,  Esq.,  Devanha. — A  heavy  snow-storm  rendered  it  very  difiicidt  to 
reach  this  coimtry  congregation,  and  made  it  impossible  for  the  ofiBce-betren  or 
members  to  come  to  the  meeting,  only  14  individuals  in  all  being  preMoi  M 
here  and  at  Skene,  next  night,  complaints  were  made  as  to  the  unsmtable&tff^ 
visiting  country  congregations  at  such  a  seaaon.     The  9  or  10  such  oongregi&oB 
in  the  Presbytery  might  more  profitably  have  been  taken  at  some  period  iy^ 
the  summer.     In  consequence  of  the  small  attendance,  the  infonnatioii  obtiiv^ 
was  not  so  full  as  it  might  otherwise  have  been. 

There  are  6  elders,  4  deacons,  and  104  members.     Foor  additionil  doi* 
have  just  been  elected.     There  is  a  slight  rise  in  the  number  of  ooiniDiiEs«& 
over  last  year.     With  the  new  deacons  there  will  be  a  sufficient  staff  ef  ^ 
bearers.     There  are  10  districts,  each  elder  having  charge  of  two.    H^^ 
the  sick,  and  they  and  the  deacons  regularly  visit  in  collecting  the  Siuia<i^^ 
Fund.     Owing  to  a  difficulty  in  finding  houses  in  which  to  assemble,  ^^^ 
been  for  some  time  no  district  prayer-meetings,  but  efforts  are  being  9i^  ^ 
resume  and  revive  them.     By  visitation  and  personal  dealing,  some  of  tteai^^ 
have  been  gathered  into  the  church.     In  1860,  there  was  a  wide-spresd  R^ 
and  many  were  then  brought  to  the  Lord,     lliese  continue  to  this  day  steditst 
in  the  faith.     Since  that  time  there  has  been  no  special  movement,  ha  tbe 
ordinary  ministrations  have  not  been  without  fruit.     The  minister  holds  regnUrif 
Sabbath  evening  services  in  different  comers  of  his  extensive  district,  aod  fio^ 
these  largely  attended,  much  prized,  and  very  usefuL     Tbe  average  attendwct  it 
church  is  fair.     A  monthly  prayer-meeting  is  held,  which  is  about  to  b«  nss^ 
weekly.     Family  worship  is  general ;  the  minister  in  visiting  inquires  csref^f 
as  to  this,  and  finds  the  practice  is  common ;  the  same  is  the  case  with  fio^f 
catechising.     Sabbath  is  well  observed  in  the  parish,  but  a  good  deal  of  dMeeR- 
tion  takes  place  by  parties  driving  out  from  Aberdeen,  and  getting  dmk  in  t» 
public-house.     The  sin  of  uncleanness  is  too  prevalent^    The  condition  of  fv^ 
servants  is  far  from  satisfactory.     Considerable  irritation  has  been  excited  tso^l 
them  through  the  action  of  church  courts  in  picking  them  out,  as  if  they  «^ 
more  degraded  than  other  labourers  of  the  same  class,  while  their  enpIoiT^ 
often  as  godless  and  profligate  as  they,  are  passed  over.     This  is  said  to  be  doc. 
much  harm  among  the  men. 

There  are  3  Sabbath-schools  with  47  pupils  in  afl.  The  minister's  Bible-cW 
numbers  20.  There  is  a  fair  supply  of  teachers,  but  scattered  as  they  are,  tb^ 
can  seldom  have  meetings  among  themselves.  The  ChUdretCs  Record  is  cuvaUted, 
and  the  young  contribute  for  missions.  Of  the  Monthly  Visiior  ISO  copies  »rc 
circulated  monthly,  50  of  these  being  supplied  by  a  Christian  lady. 


II-  STATE  OP  RELIGION  AND  MOTIALS.  'iO 

Sketk,  3d  December. — Deputies,  Rev.  James  Morrison  and  George  Grant,  Esq., 
Adrocate. — There,  as  in  Maryculter,  the  snow-storm  interfered  very  seriously 
rith  the  attendance.  There  are  7  elders,  9  deacons,  and  270  members.  The 
xiD^gation  ia  well  divided.  The  office-bearers  are  not  sufficient.  But  steps  are 
)uog  taken  to  add  to  their  number.  Three  times  a  year  the  elders  visit  all  the 
Limbers,  and  they  visit  the  sick,  as  may  be  necessary.  During  the  illness  of  the 
AUf  minister,  and  the  subsequent  vacancy,  district  prayer-meetings,  formerly 
tBjnerous  and  well  attended,  have  fallen  off,  but  steps  are  being  taken  for  reviving 
tiem.  In  one  district  there  is  a  meeting  conducted  by  a  member,  and  good  fruit 
ur  been  and  is  being  gathered  through  it.  There  is  not  so  much  doing  for  the 
oang  as  is  desirable,  but  improvement  has  begun.  There  are  few  la])8ed  in  the 
d<trict  These  are  cared  for,  and  some  have  been  reclaimed.  In  1861*62,  the 
(hole  parish  was  shaken  by  a  great  revival,  which  told  savingly  on  large 
cambers  of  all  classes  and  ranks,  and  led  to  a  greatly  quickened  spiritual  life,  the 
StxH  of  which  are  still  felt.  During  each  of  the  5  past  years,  special  envangelistic 
trvices  have  been  held,  and  have  always  had  more  or  less  of  refreshing  and 
luickening  as  their  fruit.  The  want  of  full  and  complete  organisation  is  felt  to 
*  the  chief  discouragement  and  greatest  hindrance.  This  want,  caused  by  the 
r^'tracted  illness  of  the  late  minister,  is  now  being  rapidly  remedied,  and  Sabbath- 
riiools  are  being  organised  with  good  hope  of  a  largely  increased  attendance  and 
*fMgorous  work.  At  present  there  are  two  schools,  having  in  aU  abont  45 
^•Un.  The  minister  has  a  promising  Bible-class  of  50.  The  Children's  Record 
^'ircolated,  and  the  young  give  for  missions.  There  is  a  Band  of  Hope  of  90, 
rbn  meet  weekly  and  receive  religious  instruction.  There  is  a  thriving  temperance 
!^:iety.  The  attendance  at  church  is  in  the  forenoon  good,  in  the  evening  small, 
'Ting  to  the  distance  from  the  church  of  most  of  the  people.  A  monthly  dis- 
fthit  service  is  largely  attended.  Neither  family  worship  nor  catechising  are  so 
rommon  as  they  were  at  one  time.  The  Sabbath  on  the  whole  is  well  observed 
Q  the  parish,  but  much  evil  is  wrought  by  crowds  driving  out  from  the  city  and 
^quenting  the  inns  as  travellers.  Farm -servants  as  a  class  are  careless. 
Nombers  of  them  club  together  and  purchase  drink  on  Saturday,  and  then  meet 
Qthe  Sabbath  to  consume  it,  and  read  the  People^ a  Journal,  There  is  a  dimi- 
i^ntion  in  cases  of  uncleanness.  Drunkenness  is  increasing  in  some  of  the  districts. 
V  cr»lportear  is  about  to  be  appointed.  Oases  of  discipline  are  decreasing,  the 
•ri8  dealt  with  being  intemperance  and  fornication.  There  is  growth  in  the  cir- 
iiUtion  of  the  Missionary  Record, 


AssBUBLT  Deputations.     Presbytebt  of  Aberdekn. 
£iPORT  BT  Rev.  Jambs  Stalker,  Kirkcaldy,  and  Mb.  James  Dickson, 

Glasgow. 

Free  West,  Nov,  25. — Very  large  and  hearty  meeting ;  office-bearers  ready 
to  &Qawer  questions  ;  many  hints  thrown  out  fitted  to  be  useful  to  the  deputies 
^^emselves  in  their  work  at  home ;  the  congregation  has  two  missions,  and 
'Qt-re  are  three  mission  meetings;  three  Sabbath-schools.  Each  young  com- 
<i^^mcant  is  sent  to  an  elder  to  be  conversed  with  before  admission  to  member- 
^nip.  Xhe  minister  occasionally  intimates  from  the  pulpit  that  he  will  be  at 
J'^meto  see  inquirers.  Even  in  this  large  and  flourishing  congregation,  the  elders 
"^^e  to  complain  of  the  church  attendance  on  the  Sabbath  afternoon.  The  staff 
^'i  office.bearers  appears  to  be  very  complete. 

WooDSTDK,  Nov,  26. — The  organisation  of  the  congregation  was  good,  but  the 
^^^'^r  complained  strongly  of  the  attendance  at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting. 

ToRRT^  2^^.  27. — A  small  fishing  congregation.     Our  meeting  here  was  most 
'^^'^ghtful :  the  minister  a  hearty  earnest  man,  who  gave  up  a  situation  of  much 
S^«&ter  money  value,  in  order  to  become  the  minister  of  this  poor  flock :  the 
10  D 
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office-bearers  stalwart  fishermen,  full  of  love  and  zeal.  There  was  an  extensin 
work  of  grace  in  February,  during  which  many  backsliders  were  recoTered,  kA 
the  minister's  class  was  quadrupled.  The  office-bearers  are  all  teeioUllen,  and 
they  all  attend  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  even  in  the  bosiesb  season. 

Gallowoate,  Nov,  28. — A  small  struggling  congregation  in  a  necessitoQi  ds- 
trict.     The  minister   and    office-bearers    are  contending    bravely  with  obt 
difficulties.     Small  staff  of  office-bearers  ;  ought  to  be  reinforced  from  tatK&ytt 
influential  congregation.     There  were  8i>ecial  meetings  in  October,  attesiidvrj 
some  degree  of  success. 

Kings  WELLS,  Dec.  1. — We  drove  out  in  a  fearful  snow-storm,  and  as  ^d^ic^ 
is  situated  where  four  roads  meet,  but  there  are  no  houses,  our  meetifi|vu 
exceedingly  small ;  there  were  not  twenty  present.  Still  it  was  very  eajcnbk. 
as  those  who  had  come  were  in  earnest  about  it.  There  is  a  very  good  Sabbri- 
sohool  here. 

General  Remarks. — ^We  were  surprised  at  the  largeness  of  the  Comas^:) 
rolls,  which  showed  the  power  of  the  Free  Church  in  tMs  district.  We  im^i  * 
several  cases  that  Communion  cards  were  not  in  use.  The  elders  explained  *>&« 
system  fully,  and  the  office-bearers  generally  promised  to  adopt  it.  In  »^^ 
congregations  the  Sabbath-school  teachers  have  no  meeting  for  the  stady  ot  i^ 
lessons.  We  strongly  ui*ged  the  need  of  this,  aud  of  thorough  stndy  as  a  p<v 
paration  for  this  im^iortant  work.  In  all  cases  we  received  a  most  eorJa 
reception  ;  we  got  many  hints  for  our  own  use,  and  returned  home  feeliDg  tint 
our  soids  had  been  refreshed  in  the  work. 

JAMES  STALKED 


Visitation  of  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  by  Rev.  John  Bixra 
Blairgowrie,  and  James  8.  Napier,  Esq.,  Glasgow. 

At  a  meeting  of  Presbytery  held  on  the  25th  November  1879,  ▼«  *«*  ^ 
pointed  to  visit  the  following  congregations: — Gilcomston,  Oreyfrian,(^^^ 
Johu  Knox,  Blackburn,  and  Holbum. 

The  interest  taken  in  our  visit,  and  the  cordial  welcome  we  received  {pmv 
the  congregations,  office-bearers.  Sabbath-school  teachers.  Christian  worke&vs-i 
members,  made  our  work  very  pleasant,  and,  we  trust,  profitable.  There  tf^^ 
to  be  a  universal  feeling  among  all  parties  that  the  General  Assembly  ven:  it^ 
charging  a  necessary  and  important  duty,  when  they  sent  forth  deputies  to  m-j^^ 
inquiries  as  to  the  fruit  and  spiritual  outcome  of  the  various  organiB&tioDsat^L'^ 
throughout  the  Church  for  the  winning  of  souls  and  the  estaUishing  of  beli^^*"'*^ 
iu  the  way  and  walk  of  holiness.  A  visit  from  deputies  with  this  sole  object  ^ 
was  thought,  was  fitted  to  direct  earnest  attention  to  the  spiritual  condition  ^ 
congregations,  to  awaken  consideration  among  the  unconverted,  snd  to  stimui^ 
the  prayerfulness  and  activities  of  office-bearers  and  Christian  workers  io'^''^ 
good.  That  is  a  stirring  question,  "  What  is  the  Lord  doing  among  yoo  ?  T^' 
is  a  solemn  passage,  '*  £xcept  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour  in  vtinv^' 
build  it," 

GiLOOMSTON — Robert  A.  Mitchell,  minister. — On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  *'' 
Gilcomston  congregation  was  visited.     We  had  meetings  successively  with  o6 ' 
bearers.  Sabbath-school  teachers,  Christian  workers,  and  the  coogregntm. 
qniries  were  made  regarding  the  attendance  on  ordinances,  the  state  of  rehr ' 
in  the  congregation,  the  attention  paid  to  the  young,  and  the  efforts  that  >-^' 
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telj  commimicated,  and  cordially  received.  While  the  elders  have  no  regular 
itrict  meeting  for  prayer,  they  visit  their  districts  in  connection  with  Com- 
ionioD  BeasonSy  are  attentive  to  the  sick,  and  helpful  in  every  good  work.  The 
lurch  18  well  attended,  specially  in  the  forenoon.  The  congregational  prayer- 
etr^ing  is  not  so  large  as  might  be  expected.  Family  worship  is  observed  by  a 
ttsiderable  number  of  families,  but  not  so  prevalent  as  might  be  desirable. 
b«re  IB  only  one  congregational  Sabbath-school,  conducted  by  a  superintendent 
id  foil  staff  of  teachers,  the  office-bearers  taking  [)art  in  the  work.  The  minister 
B  s  well-attended  Bible-class.  Both  deputies  addressed  the  congregational 
eetiog,  which  was  large,  and  showed  signs  of  deep  attention  and  special  interest, 
'hile  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  recent  visible  work  of  grace,  yet  there 
e  encouraging  signs  of  the  Lord's  presence,  and  the  minister  and  his  office- 
larers  and  many  of  his  people  are  longing  for  spiritual  life  and  fruit. 

GRsrFRiABS. — On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  26th,  we  visited  this  congrega- 
•n— Rev.  Hugh  Fitzpatrick,  minister. — Interesting  meetings  were  held  with 
c  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teachers.  The  attendance  at  church  is 
rgely  increased,  being  at  one  time  under  100,  and  now  about  600,  and  good  both 
RBoon  and  afternoon*  The  congregational  prayer-meeting  Ib  attended  by  about 
i  There  is  also  a  prayer-meeting  on  every  Friday  evening  conducted  by  some 
I  the  elders,  and  good  fruit  has  been  recently  seen  in  connection  with  it.  The 
ifoath-schools  appear  to  be  in  vigorous  operation.  The  teachers  visit  their 
mtti,  and  hold  a  prayer-meeting  every  Sabbath  morning,  and  also  one  at  the 
smisMil  of  the  classes.  The  ChiUlren*a  Missionary  Record  is  distributed.  There 
«  hopeful  signs  of  the  Lord's  work  in  the  congregation.  The  congregational 
^ing  at  8  o'clock  was  fairly  attended,  and  the  exhortations  given  by  the  depn- 
» seemed  to  be  received  with  interest  and  impression. 

CcxTs. — On  the  evening  of  Thursday  27th  we  visited  this  congregation — Rev. 
sxHes  Adamsoa  Salmond,  minister.  The  congregation  appears  to  be  in  a 
^nrishing  condition  under  its  young  and  recently  ordained  minister.  The  meet- 
3  with  office-bearers  and  Sabbath -school  teachers  were  very  satisfactory.  The 
Qgregation  is  well  equipped  with  office-bearers,  who  are  earnest  in  the  discharge 
their  duties.  The  church  is  fully  let,  attendance  large,  and  increased  in 
imber  by  visitors.  The  congregational  prayer-meeting  numbers  from  60  to  70. 
iioily  worship  is  observed  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  heads  of  families.  There 
^  two  Sabbath-schools,  one  in  the  church,  and  another  in  the  schooL  Both 
""m  to  be  prosperous.  The  minister's  class  is  attended  by  25,  and  some  of  the 
emiiers  of  it  are  in  an  interesting  spiritual  state.  At  last  Communion  there  were 
'^Iv'o  young  communicants,  and  some  of  them  giving  good  evidence  of  spiritual 
^-  The  congregational  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  was  largely  attended,  and  the 
ijr^sion  seemed  to  be  deep,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  lasting. 

High. — On  the  evening  of  Friday  the  28th  we  visited  this  congregation — Kev. 
"™ry  William  Bell,  minister. — The  previous  meetings  were  well  attended  on 
^^  part  of  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teachers,  and  the  conferences  were 
^Stable.  Besides  the  congregational  prayer-meeting,  which  numbers  from  30 
^40,  there  are  two  district  prayer-meetings,  one  on  the  Sabbath,  and  another 
tt  Friday  evening.  There  is  a  Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association 
Jtended  by  about  70.  Evangelistic  services  recently  held  have  been  largely 
'^^s('d,  and  cases  of  real  spiritual  good  have  transpired.  On  the  forenoon  of  the 
*hUth  the  attendance  is  very  good,  and  a  change  from  the  afternoon  to  the 
<^tDing  has  improved  that  of  the  second  diet  of  worship.  It  is  believed  that 
iniily  worship  is  regularly  maintained  in  many  cases,  but  no  specific  statement 
■'■"'i  he  made  on  that  head.  A  number  of  excellent  young  men  belong  to  this 
"igregation.  The  servants  who  attend  are  of  a  high  class  generally.  There  is 
mormog  prayer-meeting  on  the  Sabbath.  Means  are  used  to  restore  the  lapsed, 
^^  in  some  cases  these  have  been  successful.  The  congregational  Sabbath- 
'fool  is  largely  attended,  and  well  supplied  with  teachers.  There  is  also  a 
^wiion  school,  with  12  teachers  and  152  scholars.     There  are  two  Bible  classes 
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conducted  by  aa  elder,  in  addition  to  a  Bible-class  taaght  by  the  mimBter.  Tm 
congregational  meeting  was  not  so  large  as  might  have  been  expected,  bat  tu 
life,  impression,  and  eager  attention  were  very  encouraging. 

On  Sabbath  the  30th  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baxter  preached  in  the  forenoon  and  ifuf 
Doon  in  Holbiirn  Church,  and  in  the  evening  in  St  Clement^s. 

John  Knox. — On  the  evening  of  Monday  the  Ist  December,  we  visited  is 
congregation — Rev.   John   Steven,  senior   minister,  Rev.    John   Tunah,  jsnv 
minister. — The   meetings  with  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teacbd;  ri^ 
satisfactory  and  encouraging.     The  congregation  has  a  large  membership,  az^  * 
well  supplied  with  elders  and  deacons.     The  Sabbath  attendance  is  very  ^  li- 
the forenoon,  and  improving  in  the  afternoon.    Family  worship  is  obsenred  k^ 
families,  but  not  so  universal  as  would  be  desirable.    Domestic  servants  vt. : 
si  stent   in   their   deportment,  and  regular   in  their   attendance  on  oniium 
There  is  a  hopeful  meeting  of  young  men  for  prayer,  whose  membership  i!vV 
There  is  also  a  Mutual  Improvement  Association  attended  by  about  50.  T:(^ 
is  no  Mission  district,  but  means  are  employed  to  recover  the  lapsed,  and  jfac^ 
men  are  employed  to  search  out  those  who  are  neglecting  ordinances.    Then  « 
two  congregational  schools  not  so  well  attended  as  they  might  be.    The  miai^se 
goes  over  the  lessons  at  the  prayer-meeting.     The  elders  examine  the  eokoi^i 
once  a  month.     The  Bible  class  is  attended  by  100  and  on  to  140,  and  serenlcaM 
are  to  be  seen  of  anxiety  about  the  souL     There  are  symptoms  of  life  in  '^a 
congregation.     The  congregational  meeting  was  fairly  attended,  and  the  addnri.^^ 
bore  on  spiritual  life,  the  duty  of  regular  attendance  on  ordinances,  and  the  olot.'^ 
ance  of  family  worship. 

Blackburn. — On  Tuesday  the  2d  December  Mr.  Baxter  was  aocompa&iH  t 
Blackburn  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Mitchell,  Holbum,  Mr.  Napier  having  py  ^ 
supply  the  place  of  a  deputy  in  another  congregation.     The  weather  vif  ^ 
unfavourable,  but  the  attendance  at  the  meeting  was  very  good.    Ths^ 
have  meetings  occasionally  in  their  districts  for  prayer.     In  addition  te^ 
congregational  prayer-meeting,  which  is  attended  by  ten  per  cent.,  i^^ '  ^ 
regular  prayer-meeting  on  the  morning  of  Sabbath.     The  Sabbath  attefiti'K'  ^ 
good  in  the  forenoon,  not  so  good  in  the  evening.     There  is  one  congi^'^ 
Sabbath- school  with  about  70  on  the  roll,  and  a  Bible-class  with  an  att^- 
from  12  to  20.     There  are  two  weeks  of  prayer-meetings  held  in  the  congR^*' 
one  at  the  New  Year,  and  the  other  during  the  summer.     These  have  beenU^*^ 
to  awaken  and  maintain  spiritual  life.     There  have  been  hopeful  signs  in  <^*^ 
tion  with  the  young  communicants*  class.     The  elders  take  great  interest  in  ^ 
young  communicants.     There  have  been  some  deathbeds  which  have  beeo  ^rr 
cheering.     The  congregational  meeting  was  lively,  and  showed  tokens  of  ze&  ic 
the  cause  of  God.     The  number  present  on  a  snowy  night,  and  in  a  oonntiyF^ 
manifested  a  thirst  for  the  Word. 

HoLBURN. — On  the  evening  of  3d  December  we  visited  this  congregatif*"-^ 
Rev.  William  Lamb  Mitchell,  senior  minister ;  Rev.  Andrew  McQueen,  jnf  • 
minister. — Both  were  present  at  the  meetings.  The  congregation  ib  divided  u-t' 
manageable  districts,  which  the  elders  visit,  and  in  which  they  have  pnj'' 
meetings  occasionally.  The  Sabbath  attendance  is  better  in  the  forenoim :-» 
in  the  afternoon.  In  addition  to  the  congregational  prayer-meeting  therv  .' ' 
Sabbath  morning  prayer-meeting  conducted  by  young  men,  and  clden  h»'f  * 
prayer-meeting  once  a  month.  Family  worship  is  observed  by  more  tli»»  • 
third.  The  servants  who  are  members  of  the  congregation  are  a  superior  c«' 
There  are  two  Sabbath-schools,  the  one  is  a  congregational  school,  the  otsn  | 
Mission  school  The  teachers  meet  once  a  week  for  prayer  and  going  over  y 
lessons,  which  are  the  same  in  both  schools.  Evangelistic  deputies  have  revr^- 
conducted  services  which  have  been  greatly  blessed.  In  the  yoang  coniniBi- 
cants*  class  some  have  been  deeply  concerned,  and  appear  to  have  got  spinr-* 
good  within  these  six  or  eight  months.     Our  meetings  in  connection  with  tai> 
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congregation  were  largely  attended  by  office-bearers,  Sabbath-school  teachers,  and 
aembers.    The  oongregational  meeting  was  interesting  and  solemn. 

The  deputies  took  part  in  a  meeting  of  professors  and  students  in  the  Free 
["hnrch  College,  the  one  giving  an  address,  and  the  other  guiding  in  prayer. 

The  deputies  are  thankful  that  they  have  been  called  in  the  providence  of  God 
(•>  the  work  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  hope  that  their  visit  will  be 
Messed  to  the  congregations  where  they  had  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with 
the  office-bearers,  and  Sabbath-school  teachers,  and  Christian  workers,  and  speak- 
Jig  the  word  of  life  to  the  people,  and  they  cannot  help  saying  that  they  have 
^eD  refreshed  in  their  own  souls  by  what  they  have  seeo,  and  heard,  and  said, 
^  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

JOHN  BAXTER,  MinhUr. 
JAMES  S.  NAPIER,  Elder, 

Reported  by  G.  H.  Knight  and  Wm.  HsyDERSON. 

BouRTREEBUSH  {Answers  to  Assembly* a  Queries), — ^*I.  Yes ;  3  elders  and 
r>  deacons,  membership  'JA.  2.  No;  not  considered  necessary  in  the  case  of 
the  tltUrsy  but  it  is  done  in  the  case  of  the  deacons.  3.  Not  except  by  the 
^ons.  4.  No.  5.  Only  casually  and  indirectly.  6.  Nothing  more  than 
farndly  talk.  7.  Improving  in  the  congregation ;  good  kitchen  meetings ; 
^pulation  very  scattered,  and  the  general  state  of  the  district  very  dead  ;  the 
fishing  villages  either  wholly  Episcopalian,  or  wholly  Established  Church,  and 
ia  both  cases  jealous  of  any  interference ;  the  membership  of  the  congregation  is 
^•^mking,  but  the  attendance  is  increasing  ;  the  cause  of  this  thought  to  be  the 
v&nt  of  a  settled  pastorate.  8.  No.  9.  The  only  residence  for  the  minister  is 
tvo  and  a  half  miles  away  from  the  church,  making  visitation  difficult. 
10.  Attendance  about  70  or  80  in  forenoon,  rather  more  at  night.  11.  Not 
very  welL  12.  Not  known.  13.  Well  in  the  congregation,  but  very 
indifferently  in  the  district  generally.  14.  Yes,  a  good  deal  of  that. 
^  *>•  Kxcorsionists  in  omnibuses  from  Aberdeen  in  summer  months.  1 6.  Nothing 
'/''*m/  to  the  district,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  immorality  among  farm- 
servants  and  others.  17.  Yes.  18.  Yes,  5  teachers,  60  scholars;  a  senior 
^od  an  infant  class.  19.  Difficulties  as  to  the  supply  of  teachers,  rather  more 
tntm  diffidence  than  unfitness ;  no  meeting  for  prayer  and  preparation.  20.  No. 
^j-  Yes.  22.  Careless ;  nothing  special  to  the  district,  but  there  is  a  great  deal 
"t  immorality  among  farm-servants  and  others.  23.  No,  except  evening  sermons 
^'  young  men.  24.  There  has  not  been  a  case  of  discipline  for  two  and  a  half 
y«ars,  and  when  it  is  employed  it  is  always  respected ;  there  are  no  fugitives 
torn  discipline. 

fiiinarks, — The  deputies  think  there  is  much  need  in  the  parish  for  evangel- 
'itic  services  being  encouraged,  esiTecially  in  the  fishing  villages,  and  for  the 
^''iblishment  of  small  district  Sabbath-schools,  and  this  the  deputies  brought 
wfore  the  probationer  and  office-bearers. 

Wm.  HENDERSON. 


Presbytery  of  Aberdeen. 

J>ivisioK  IIL— Mariners*,  MelvUle,  North,  Old  Aberdeen,  Rutherford,  Dyce, 

and  Durris. 

The  work  of  visitation  was  carried  on  according  to  the  plan  recommended. 
J^t  a  conference  was  held  with  the  office-bearers.     Much  interest  attached  to 

^  ineeting,  and  much  information  was  afforded  concerning  congregational 
*«ivi^.    There  a  lai^ger  circle  of  workers  was  met,  and  all  the  departments  of 

•"istian  work  represented.  A  meeting  of  the  congregation  followed,  at  which, 
'^  6^ery  case,  the  minister  presided,  and  when  words  of  counsel  and  exhortation 

*  Thew  niunbezB  refer  to  a  Schedule  of  Queries  issued  to  deputies  for  their  guidance. 
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were  addressed  by  the  deputies.     A  sndden  and  severe  change  of  weather  must 
have  considerably  affected  the  attendance,  as  it  certainly  interfered  with  the 
comfort  of  all  concerned ;  yet  generally  speaking,  the  visits  were  very  succeafuJ. 
and  the  interest  manifested  very  remarkable.     Everywhere  the  welcome  trv 
most  cordial,  and  great  gratitude  shown  for  the  Assembly's  interest  in  tki- 
spiritual  life  and  Christian  work.     On  the  whole  the  visits  were  most  ehmss, 
and  gave  token  of  much  encouragement,  both  to  ministers  and  their  office-beKcr^ 
as  well  as  to  congregations  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work. 

In  every  case  we  found  that  the  work  of  the  eldership  is  efficiently  caim^d: 
the  hearty  interest  of  the  elder  in  his  district,  and  the  intimate  knovie^*^  £« 
had  of  the  people  under  his  care,  was  very  assuring.  Of  coarse  the  eircaB!as«! 
were  varied,  and  the  accounts  they  gave  not  always  encouraging,  yet  theb^v- 
ledge  indicated  real  work  faithfully  carried  on.  Our  Church  owes  a  debs  c! 
gratitude  to  the  large  band  of  faithful  men  who  serve  her  so  much  ia  tb 
connection. 

We  found  no  cases  of  very  remarkable  spiritual  revival.  In  some  eon^ 
tions  the  want  of  spiritual  life  was  deplored.  Yet  in  almost  every  case  tbenn 
a  good  account  to  give  of  the  fruit  of  the  outward  and  ordinary  meaoB  of  gtsce. 
In  one  or  two  instances,  real  impression  and  power  were  being  felt,  aod  all  ttR 
longing  for  times  of  refreshing. 

The  work  among  the  young  was  reported  as  peculiarly  hopef uL  Senior  dwei 
and  young  men's  meetings  are  full  of  interest,  and  form  the  conoeetiog  lu^ 
between  the  Sabbath-school  and  church  fellowship.  In  every  case  a  good  accocut 
was  given  of  the  church's  care  for  the  young.  The  attendance  at  cknrch  m 
considered  satisfactory.  In  some  cases  the  prayer-meeting  was  largely  attendji 
and  was  regarded  as  the  centre  of  most  of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  congregitke- 

We  could  not  get  much  detailed  information  as  to  family  worship.  ^ 
elders  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  families  and  conducting  it  oocasiooiUy,  v^ 
they  had  reason  to  fear  it  was  neglected. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  some  of  the  congregationii  accoont  for  i^ 
features  in  which  they  appear  less  satisfactory  than  others.     One  ortwoiiv 
country  are  not  to  be  measured  by  the  same  conditions  as  those  in  tb«  c^- 
Nevertheless  they  have  features  of  remarkable  interest  and  hopefoliiec  **^ 
deserve  all  encouragement.     And  even  in  the  city  itself,  different  localitis  »■ 
classes  have  their  points  of  strength  and  weakness.     One  congregatioa  ^  ^^ 
struggle  against  peculiar  academic  influence,  and  has  a  very  large  prop«^^^ 
its  members  among  the  very  poor.     This  is  a  singular  and  significant  te«&s^J 
that  the  Free  Church  maintains  her  character  and  claim  as  the  Charch  oi^ 
poor.     Another  congregation  and  its  venerable  pastor  has  long  been  ideoQ^ 
with  the  interests  of  the  seafaring  population.     This  implies  hard  work,  aw 
\  a  measure  of  isolation  from  the  rest  of  the  community.     This  intereetiDg  Inuc 

'  flock  has  a  claim  to  sympathy  and  help  in  UMmy  ways. 

[  On  the  whole,  the  visitation  of  this  section  by  the  deputies  was  of  »  "7 

pleasing  nature.  Good,  quiet,  earnest  work  is  beii^  carri^  forward.  Faitii^ 
men  are  maintaining  our  cause,  and  doing  the  Master's  work  with  all  their  hearts 
There  are  discouragements  in  plenty.  Every  one  has  to  lament  failure  in  n**". 
ways.  All  are  longing  for  the  gales  of  the  Spirit.  And  yet  faith  and  hope  are 
strong.  We  were  cheered  to  find  our  visit  helpful  to  all  to  whom  we  were  lo- 
as  an  assurance  of  sympathy  and  goodwill  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  ^^. 
the  Church,  as  well  as  intense  interest  in  the  progress  and  prospsrity  <»  v^ 
Church's  spiritual  life  and  Christian  work. 

JOHN  MORGAN.  ^ 

JOHN  GEO.  CUNNINGHAM. 

Report  on  Durkis  in  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  visited  in  December  loi^" 

{Anstcere  to  A»sembly*8  QMer%e%,) 

1.  There  are  5  elders  and  3  deacons,  which  seem  to  be  sufficient.    •*.  v^ | 
gregational  districts  have  each  an  elder  and  deacon.     3.  Families  are  ^^J^ 
so  regularly  as  they  ought.     4.  There  are  occasional  district  prayeMB^"^ 


XT.  STATK  OF  RSLIGION  AND  MORALS.  55 


$  Yes ;  All  the  children  in  pariah  are  at  Sabbath-echool  either  Established  or 
Fre&  6.  Hardly  any  non-church- goers.  7.  State  of  religion  not  lively. 
8.  No  special  work  of  reTivaL  9.  Nothing  special  10.  Attendance  at  ordi- 
sances  on  Sabbath  varies.  11.  No  congregational  prayer-meeting.  12.  Family 
vorship  in  some  families,  and  not  in  others — extent  not  easily  ascertained. 
13.  Sabbath  observed  outwardly  remarkably  welL  14.  A  little  family  cate- 
ciiising  on  Sabbath-evening.  15.  No  special  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration. 
H.  Immorality  is  prevalent.  17.  Every  family  takes  Miaaionary  Record  and  also 
UfiMy  Vmlor.  19.  Sabbath-school  well  organised.  21.  Children  interested  in 
MiasioQ.work.     22.  Not  many  servants  in  district. 

The  meeting  and  office-bearers  were  addressed  by  the  deputies,  but  the 
tttendaDce  was  small  on  account  of  a  severe  snow-storm. 

RXPOBT  on    Bancthort-Dsvxkick  in    Presbytery    of    Abeideen,   visited  in 
December  1879. — {Anawen  to  AssenMy'a  Queries). 

I.  No ;  There  are  4  elders  and  1  deacon.  2.  No.  3.  No.  4.  No  ;  There  was 
some  revival  work  during  a  visit  from  Mr.  Peden,  an  Evangelist,  about  a  year 
K').  The  attendance  on  ordinances  is  not  very  satisfactory.  There  have  been 
I'i  weekly  or  congregational  prayer-meeting  for  two  years.  Family  worship  is 
Diiotained  in  perhaps  half  of  the  families  of  the  district.  The  Sabbath  is  well 
i^rved  on  the  whole  ;  most  of  the  children  are  at  the  Sabbath-school.  The 
^ial  forms  of  sin  prevalent  are  uncleanness  and  tendency  to  drink.  There  are 
fcaie  Missionary  Records  supplied  The  Sabbath-school  is  fairly  attended. 
tboe  are  two  Sabbath-school  teachers  ;  the  children  are  well  supplied  with  the 
^imonary  Record,  There  is  a  great  mixture  in  the  religious  and  moral  condition 
of  the  servants. 

The  meeting  of  the  congregation  was  addressed  by  the  deputy,  but  the 
a:t«odance  was  small  on  account  of  a  severe  snow-storm. 

Belhslvik  (Answisrs  to^Assemifly^s  Queries.) — 1.  There  is  a  sufficient  number  of 

•  ffice-bearers.     2.  The  congregation  is  divided  into  seven  districts.     3.  Office- 

|^Mt:rs  visit  families  of  the  congregation  occasionally,  not  habitually.     4.  There 

i«  a  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting,  presided  over  by  the  minister,  and  in 

which  office-bearers  take  part.   There  are  also  occasional  district  prayer-meetings, 

presided  over  by  the  minister  and  office-bearers  ;  also  a  monthly  prayer-meeting 

^'i  Bible  reading  for  families.      5.  Some  of  the  elders  teach  in  the  Sabbath- 

$chix)ls,  and  they  all  manifest^  in  various  ways,  their  interest  in  the  young.     6. 

It  c&n  scarcely  be  said  that  any  of  the  people  in  the  district  have  fallen  from 

ciiorch-going  habits.     7.  Nothing  noticeable  at  present  as  to  the  state  of  religion 

a  the  congregation  and  district.     8.  There  was  a  very  precious  and  extensive 

i^ival  of  religion  in  the  congregation  about  eighteen  years  ago — the  blessing 

^'ciing  in  connection  with  the  onlinary  ministrations  of  the  Church.     9.  At 

present  there  are  no  manifest  encouragements  or  discouragements  connected  with 

I'^ral  work.     10.  Divine  ordinances  are  well  attended  on  the  Lord's  Day.     II. 

Vue  congregational  weekly  prayer-meeting  cannot  be  said  to  be  well  attended  ; 

^>ut  fair  representation  of  all  classes.      The  district  prayer-meetings  sometimes 

^fiU  attended.     12.  Family  worship  believed  to  be  pretty  general  in  the  families 

of  the  congr^ation.     13.  The  Sabbath  is  very  well  observed.     14.  Family  cate- 

chising  on  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath  exists  in  a  good  many  families.     15.  No 

^abbath  desecration  apparent.     16.  No  special  forms  of  sin  prevalent.     17.  The 

larger  Missionary  Becord  is  read  by  a  limited  number  of  the  congregation.     18. 

The  Children's  Kecord  much  read  and  appreciated  by  old  and  young.     The  duty 

ot  coQtribating  to  the  cause  of  missions  is  enforced  on  the  Lord's  Day.      The 

^^l^egational  Sabbath-school  is  rightly  organised,  and  well  attended.      19. 

^^K  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  suitable  teachers.    No  meeting  for  the  preparation 

of  lessons.    20.  By  visiting  the  homes  of  the  children  they  are  encouraged  to 

^ttend  the  sc^^ool.      21.  The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Missionary 

'Record,  and  they  contribute  to  the  cause  of   Christ.      22.  The  religious  and 

iQoral  condition  of  the  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  is  in  general 
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satififactory.  23.  For  the  special  benefit  of  female  Benrants  there  is  in  tii 
parish  an  undenominational  association  for  yoang  women,  consisting  of  about  jl 
members.  24.  Cases  of  discipline  in  the  congregation  haye  been  on  the  decrai 
for  a  considerable  time.  i 

Bon- ACCORD  Church. — {Anstoers  to  Assembly's  Queries.) — Mr.  M^Keozie.  al 
Mr.  Thomson. — 1.  Elders  14;   Deacons  11.     2.  Yes;  A  new  election  coBteig 
plated  to  fill  up  vacancies.      3.  Yes.     4.  No.     5.  Nothing  special  excep:|ir 
attend  minister's  Bible-class.     6.  Some  cases  of  recovered  members  who  id 
lapsed  ;  but  except  by  elders  dealing  with  lapsed  members,  nothing  particcivi 
(lone.     7.  Not  much  to  say.     8.  Hopeful  signs  of  good.     Individual  iiuj&n^ 
but  no  general  revival,  and  no  special  means  used ;  increasing  scepticism  or  M 
a  hindrance  to  revival.     9.  New  minister,  who  cannot  therefore  say  mvk  Or 
cept  that  it  is  a  great  encouragement  to  be  so  cordially  welcomed  as  hehaiiea, 
and  that  he  has  got  together  a  Bible-class  of  120.     10.  Pretty  well  atteb^ 

11.  Well  attended  by  all  ages  and  classes.  12.  Not  so  general  as  we  would tA 
but  still  by  many.  13.  Well  observed,  except  so  far  as  evening  promenadis^ti 
walking  hinders.  14.  Not  so  much  since  the  establishment  of  the  Sabbath-s^j 
system.  15.  Not  much  beyond  Sabbath  walking,  and  light  and  even  prtdl 
talking.  16.  Not  special.  17.  Partially  ;  duty  set  forth  habitually.  IS  \^ 
19.  Yes,  12;  meet  for  prayer,  but  not  preparation  of  lessons.  20.  There  ij 
a  district  Sabbatb -school  which  is  to  be  amalgamated  with  the  congregath)«| 
one,  as  it  is  not  separately  needed  ;  kept  up  by  visitation.  2i.  Yes.  22.  Xd 
much  said.  23.  Not  much  said.  24.  Chiefly  antenuptial  fornication  sad  intea 
perance  ;  roll  purged  every  half-year. 

There  is  a  Sabbath-morning  prayer-meeting  attended  by  a  few. 

East  Church, — ( Workers*  answers  by  Mr,  Selkirk  (ind  Oie  elders), — 1.  There  !•! 
been  some  recent  vacancies,  but  the  session  are  about  to  take  steps  to  hatetifl 
remedied  by  an  addition  to  the  number  of  elders  and  deacons.  2.  Yes.  3  ^if 
session  calls  on  each  elder  in  rotation  to  visit  his  district  and  to  report  ^^ 
session.  4.  Yes,  in  some  of  the  districts.  5.  The  elders,  in  visiting,  are  t^^l 
instructed  by  the  session  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  religions  training  ■:'  ^ 
young.  6.  By  sessional  dealing  in  the  cases  of  those  who  show  an  indiati^*^* 
falling  away.  7.  Not  without  tokens  of  blessing,  but  is  the  earnest  wis^^ 
prayer  that  there  may  be  more.  8.  Nothing  speciaL  Mr.  Roae  to  speak.  9  ^ 
answer.  10.  Fofenoon  well  attended.  Evening  not  so  well,  but  at  thelsC 
diet  many  engaged  in  Christian  work.  11.  Congregational  prayer-meeting^ 
able,  but  on  the  whole  not  so  good  as  might  be  expected.    Attended  by  all  cx<^ 

12.  Have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  generally  observed.  13.  As  a  mlf  ^ 
Sabbath  is  well  observed.  14.  It  does  exist,  bnt  cannot  say  that  it  exists  g^s^^l 
ally.  15.  No  peculiar  form.  16.  Drunkenness,  profane  and  undeao  langiiy^ 
specially  among  the  young.  17.  Yes.  18.  Well  organised  and  fairly  atteim'^ 
19.  Yes.  20.  Yes,  by  the  mission  agency.  21.  Yea.  22.  23.  Do  not  9efa"<^ 
apply,  but  if  they  do,  they  receive  the  same  attention  as  other  members.  ^ 
The  usual  course  of  discipline.  Elach  case  is  visited  by  the  minister  and  i^ 
elder  of  the  district  before  being  restored.     Uncleanness  and  dmnkeoness.       | 

Notes  of  Mission  Work  in  coNNKcnoN  with  the  East  Church.        1 

Since  1843  it  has  raised  the  congregation  of  Rutherford  Church,  and  nwtA 
tated  Free  Greyf riars.  It  is  now  engaged  in  mission  work  in  the  Upper  Denbtin 
A  hall  has  been  built  and  opened  last  year  at  a  cost  of  £800.  There  is  a  fii^ 
woman  who  visits  five  hours  daily  in  the  district.  Two  prayer-meetings  are  bet  I 
in  the  hall  weekly,  ]) resided  over  by  the  elders  in  rotation.  They  are  wd 
attended,  espeoially  on  Sabbath  evenings.  There  is  a  mothers*  meeting  on  Mondl^ 
afternoon.  Names  on  the  roll  34,  average  attendance  26.  A  daughters'  meotiM 
is  held  on  Tuesday  evening  :  names  on  roll  86,  average  attendance  $0.  SabbitW 
school :  names  on  roll  200,  average  attendance  180.  Children's  church ;  aH<'4 
the  same  number  of  names  on  roll  and  average  attendance.  There  is  a  ***"^'jj 
bank  in  which  about  £200  a  year  are  lodged.     There  are  also  a  Teniper4/K* 
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nety,  a  ratdiag-rooni  and  library,  »  ooffee-room,  a  ooume  of  leQtnrea  in  the 
Iter  monthB,  wd  a  BiUe-olaas  attended  by  30  young  women.  Eyery  year 
K  the  munoB  was  began  mOTabers  bave  been  added  to  the  cbnroh.  In  addition 
kbe  Denbum  work  the  ocmgzegation  has  another  Sabbath-school  in  a  deetitate 
bfict  attended  by  about  50  children. 

Toera/  Staiittiea. — ^Elders  17  ;  Deacons  18 ;  Foreign  Misaion  collectors  10  ; 
Aentstion  Fund  collectors  23  ;  Sabbath-school  teachers  60 ;  Ladies'  Dorcas 
uty  20;  Whole  number  of  children  under  instruction  in  Sabbath-schools 
rSOO. 

b  the  meeting  of  o£5oe-bearers  and  elders,  Mr.  Rose  stated  to  the  deputies 
t  in  his  opinion  a  serious  hindrance  to  revival  of  religion  was  the  conduct  of 
nben  of  Presbyteries  sometimes  in  their  public  business.  This  statement  was 
ie  ii  some  length  by  consent  of  the  kirk-session. 

fiRRrHiLL. — All  the  office-bearers  were  present.  (Angwera  to  AssenMy^s 
v6(mt,)  1.  Very  nearly.  Vacancies  to  be  filled  up  by  a  new  election.  2. 
Aricta  8,  elders  6,  deacons  7.  3.  Every  quarter,  and  elders  have  worship  in 
B.  4.  No.  A  weekly  prayer-meeting,  in  conducting  which  elders  take  part, 
b  Sabbath-eehool,  etc  6.  District  visitation  by  elders  and  others.  7.  Above 
nge.  8.  About  four  years  ago  a  solid  work  of  grace  was  effected,  in  which 
|Mogregation  then  in  infancy  may  have  benefited.  9.  Considerable  encourage- 
fet  m  visitation,  and  in  readiness  to  engage  in  spiritual  conversation.  10.  Well, 
noon  and  evening.  11.  Well,  by  all  classes.  12.  Most  families  observe  it, 
1  others  are  helped  to  begin.  13.  Well,  people  of  town  given  to  walk.  14. 
mte  help  their  children  in  learning  the  Shorter  Cettechism,  on  which  stress  is 
lit  large  Sabbath-schooL  15.  None.  16.  None.  17.  Yes.  18.  Yes.  19. 
I ;  22  teachers.  Meet  for  prayer.  Social  quarterly  meetings.  20.  Yes ;  a 
to  MisBi<m  to  be  set  up.  21.  Yes ;  and  about  £15  collected  annually. 
Same  as  others.  23.  Same  as  others.  24.  Few  cases  of  discipline,  and  such 
>R,  are  cases  of  antenuptial  fornication  and  occasional  intemperance. 
tbe  congregation  publishes  a  good  report  and  manual  yearly. 

}akuc. — Mr.  James  Balfour,  W.S.,  and  Mr.  Thomson. — {Anstoera  to  Aaaembhfa 
^a) — 1.  Not  sufficient  at  present — 7  acting  elders,  5  do.  2.  Yes.  3.  Visited 
pring  cards  at  Communion  ;  some  of  them  have  personal  dealings  and  prayer 
th  them — about  a  hundred  are  not  communicants  who  would  be  so  in  the 
*lsDd&  4  Occasional  district  prayer-meetings ;  some  elders  talk  to  people 
At  their  spiritnal  state.  6.  They  gather  in  by  visitation,  etc.  7.  Some  inter- 
isg  cases  of  young  communicants.  8.  No  special  revival  recently ;  fluctuating 
^  of  members,  and  difference  of  language.  9.  Not  much  said.  10.  3  ser- 
tt ;  attendance  on  Gaelic  becoming  less  here  as  along  the  coast ;  1  Gaelic  and 
^liah.  11.  2  weekly,  1  English,  1  Gaelic;  about  1  dosen  attend;  elders 
(e  part.  12.  Most  of  the  Highlanders  have  family- worship  in  evening.  13. 
^  flagrant  outward  breach.  14.  Not  general  1 5.  Same  as  in  other  large  towns. 
•  ^0.  17.  40  copies;  13  Gaelic;  168  members,  110  adherents.  18.  It  is  in 
^^untion  state.  19.  Have  arranged  for  now  having  them  ;  do  meet  for  pre- 
^°g-  20.  Minister  visits  theuL  21.  60  copies  Children^a  Becord,  and  mission- 
f  box.  22.  Good ;  best  in  the  congregation.  23.  Discipline  very  rare. 
^c^K&AU — Interesting  meeting  on  Sabbath  mornings,  chiefly  conducted  by 
iidents  from  the  Highliuids. 

At  herring-fishing  season  from  4  to  600  come  to  Aberdeen.  Minister  has  some- 
"^  S  aervioes  on  Sabbath.  Interesting  meetings,  much  prayer,  and  congrega- 
nt fed  spiritual  life  from  it 

Nkwhilis.— Mr.  Thomson  alone  {Anaufera  to  Aaaembly'a  Qume«.)— 1.  Yes ; 
laen,8;  Deacons,  7.  2.  Yes.  3.  Occasionally.  4.  Occasional  5.  One  has 
Bible^cUss  in  the  mission-schooL  6.  The  missionary  by  visiting,  also  Bible- 
<^ouQ.  7.  "^Qi  gQ  fgooA ;  but  perhaps  rather  improving  at  present.  8.  Twenty 
^'^  *^ ;  by  special  services ;  partial ;  declension  general.     9.  Minister  settled 

20  s 
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only  two  months  ago,  but  already  manifest  blessing.  10.  Veiy  weQ  attendfli 
11.  Fairly;  cottage  meetings  also.  12.  Pretty  generally.  13.  WeO,  is  con- 
pared  witii  neighbonring  dirtricts.  14.  It  may  be,  bat  not  generally.  15.  Gooi 
deal  of  labour  at  paper- works,  the  necessity  of  which  is  doubted ;  bat  it  s 
being  reduced.  16.  No.  17.  One-sixth.  18.  Pretty  fairly;  19.  Yes;  resshr 
monthly  meeting ;  also  in  mission-schooL  20.  Yes  ;  by  visiting.  21.  Tei  H 
Low.     23.  None.     24.  Few  cases  ;  occasional  intemperance. 

There  is  a  Young  Men's  GhristiAn  Association,  and  an  Elders'  prayer-Mi^ 
on  Sabbath  mornings. 

EDWARD  A.  THOHSON. 


No.  XXI. 


Jfru  €)^nxt^  of  ^tathnti. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE 


ON 


SABBATH    OBSEEYANCE. 


MAY   1880. 


Thi  Committee  have  nothing  of  a  special  nature  to  report  to  the 
issembly.  It  is  encouraging  to  learn  how  fully  the  attention  of  the 
resbyteries  of  the  Church  is  directed  to  the  proper  observance  of  the 
^rd's  Bay  within  their  bounds.  It  is  the  subject  of  frequent  pulpit- 
f'acbing,  while  there  is  no  little  watchfulness  by  ministers  and  others  over 
^«  varied  forms  in  which  the  Sabbath  is  desecrated,  and  the  forthputting 
^^jodicious  efforts  for  their  termination.  Some  Presbyteries  report  in  a 
^fe  favourable,  and  others  in  a  less  favourable  tone,  as  to  the  state  of 
^^Hath  observance  in  their  midst.  They  all  deeply  feel,  that  while  their 
'fl'|eavours  to  check,  and  in  some  cases  remove,  some  of  the  forms  in 
'Wch  the  Fourth  Commandment  is  disregarded  are  successful,  a  proper 
^^ndard  of  Sabbath-keeping  over  the  country  will  only  be  secured  by  a 
^<i^8pTead  and  mighty  revival  of  the  work  of  God  in  the  land.  The 
^ndard  of  Sabbath  observance  will  be  elevated  in  proportion  as  the 
^ise  of  Gospel  religion  is  prosperous. 

The  Presbytery  of  Tain  reports  as  follows  : — 

"  In  terma  of  their  resolution  at  last  meeting,  the  Presbytery  held  a  conference 
•^^ne  state  of  Sabbath  Observance  within  their  bounds,  when  the  convener  of 
^nimittee  addressed  the  Presbytery  thereanent.  The  Presbytery,  while  thank- 
^i  that  upon  the  whole  the  Sabbath  is  well  observed  within  their  bounds,  regret 
°**  both  m  the  Post-oflBce  and  in  connection  with  the  Highland  Railway  there 
» a  good  deal  of  work  done." 


The 


following  is  the  report  of  the  Presbytery  of  DunfermUne  : — 


'The  Presbytery,  in  terms  of  the  deliverance  of  last  General  Assembly,  held 
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a  conference  on  the  subject  of  Sabbath  Observance,  and  thereafter  appointd 
the  Pre8b3rterial  Committee  on  Sabbath  Observance  to  meet  at  the  dose  of  tba 
sederunt,  with  a  view  to  arrange  for  an  interoharge  of  pulpits  by  the  brethrej, 
and  instruct  them  to  bring  this  subject  before  their  respective  congregations.  At 
the  same  time  the  Presbytery  express  their  sense  of  the  perils  to  which  tk 
sacred  observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  exposed,  and  the  necessity  of  the  bretfew 
CTibracing  all  favourable  opportunities  to  commend  to  the  prayerful  cowidav 
tion  of  their  flocks  this  solemn  subject,  with  a  view  to  the  hallowed  ohwmiff 
of  the  Lord's  Day." 

From  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling  the  report  is  this  :— 

"  2.  In  regard  to  Sabbath  observance^  the  statements  made  showed  oo  ^^^  * 
rather  more  favourable  state  of  matters.  Still,  reports  were  given  in  to  tfcf  tf«; 
that  with  a  section  of  the  population  approximation  was  being  madtte^i* 
Continental  Sunday;  that  on  railways  there  was  an  observed  incmeeH^^ 
passenger  travelling  and  of  goods  traffic ;  that  small  shops  were  freqnmartfl* 
open  and  unnecessary  work  prosecuted.  It  was  suggested  that  in  regaritetW 
matter  of  Sunday  travelling,  and  also  in  regard  to  temperance,  that  the  Cbi^S 
should  look  well  that  the  position  taken  up  by  her  was  the  right  one,  wd  U 
her  testimony  and  that  her  action  in  reference  thereto  be  the  same  to  the  ridi  n 
to  the  poor,  to  the  employer  as  to  the  employed." 

The  lovers  of  the  Lord's  Day  have  every  reason  for  anxiety  and  alfcra 
at  the  varied  forms  in  which  the  sacredness  of  the  day  is  disregardei  fL) 
There  IS  a  large  amount  of  Sabbath  travelling  over  the  countrv.   T(W 
Committee  view  with  concern  the  advantage  which  is  taken  of  %^^ 
trains  by  parties  for  the  visitation  of  their  friends,  and  the  numhers^^ 
are  m  the  habit  of  journeying  between  London  and  the  chief  tow*  i 
Scotland,  either  on  the  evenings  of  Saturday  or  Sabbath,  neoewititrie  s" 
little  interference  with  the  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath  «  i<faf^f 

a  uu^  J®*^U!?-"      ^^-^  ^^^''^  ^^  *'«^  ™^«^  ^^''"ff  and  walking  fflie 
Sabbath.     The  reports  from  the  different  Presbyteries  of  the  Chintl  ^ 
testimony  to  this  fact,  and  some  of  them  state  that  these  practices,  ait^id 
of  dimmishmg,   are  on  the  increase.     f3.)  The  nerfect  of  tht  t*« 
ordinances  of  religion,  not  only  in  our  large  cities  and  towns,  bnt  inm*^^ 
of  our  country  districts,  is  a  cause  for  much  anxiety  ;  and  while  thenecWH 
IS  m  itself  a  desecration  of  the  Sabbath,  it  is  the  fruitful  source  of  mtf^ 
other  forms  of  that  evil.     It  is  encouraging,  however,  to  know  bo»  m^ 
18  now  done  by  the  churcbes,  through  their  Home  Mission  oper»tiott*  f^r 
gathering  in  those  who  are  without  the  pale  of  the  Church,  or  who,  fro« 
one  cause  or  other,  have  lapsed  from  ordinances,  and  how  OTew&<fe'- 
through   the   blessing  of  God,   their  operations  have   been  :  Btill.  lb 
numbers  who  neglect  the  House  of  God  are  great,  and  this  evil  i*  bt  r^ 
means  lessened  by  the  growing  practice  of  many  members  of  the  Chrrt 
!i        of  attending  the  stated  services  of  the  sanctuary  only  for  half  t^' 
day.     This  practice  is  becoming  a  too  common  one  on  the  pari  of  '1" 
young,  and  calls  for  the  special  watchfulness  and  wise  treatment  of  oi^ 
bearers  and  parents.      (4.)  In  the  matter  of  Sabbath  steamer,  ^ 
Committee,  m  their  report  of  last  year,  referred  to  their  ernecfation  ^ 
during  the  late  session  of  Parliament  some  measure  would  have  be^ 
introduced  with  a  view  of  effecting  an   alteration    in  the  flvsfein  ^ 
licensing  these  boats  to  retail  intoxicating  drinks.     This,  however,  was  n*t 
aocomphshed,  owing  to  the  somewhat  unexpected  dissolnrton  of  Parlii 
ment.      Your  Committee  hope   that  the  change  wffl  be  effected  bj  ^e 
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new  Parliament  It  would  very  mucli  tend  to  pnt  a  stop  to  those  dis- 
graceful scenes  which  take  place  on  board  these  Sabbath-desecrating 
steamers,  and  saye,  in  a  large  measure,  the  localities  at  which  thej  call 
from  their  demoralising  influence. 

The  attention  of  your  Committee  has  been  directed  for  some  years  past  to 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made,  and  are  still  being  made,  for  opening 
museums,  picture  galleries,  aquariums,  and  places  of  amusement  on  the 
Lord's  Day.  They  regret  to  sHy  that  these  efforts  have  in  some  cases 
proTed  unsuccessful.  The  opening  of  the  aquarium  at  Brighton  has  been 
tollowed  with  the  opening  of  one  at  Tynemouth.  The  opening  of  the 
latter  some  months  ago  was  thus  announced  :  *^  Yesterday  '^  (Sabbath) 
"iftemoonthe  winter  garden  and  aquarium  at  Tynemouth  were  opened  for 
the  first  time  on  a  Sunday.  The  building  was  opened  from  one  until  five 
I'clock,  and  dnring  that  time  upwards  of  500  persons  paid  for  admission." 
Your  Committee  would  specially  invite  the  earnest  consideration  of  the 
Assembly  to  the  strange  action  of  the  late  Home  Secretary,  Sir  Richard 
A.  Cross,  in  regard  to  the  aquarium  at  Brighton.  The  illegality  of 
owning  such  an  institution  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  demanding 
jiyment  for  admission,  was  affirmed  on  the  case  being  tried  in  a  Court  of 
W  The  Home  Secretary,  however,  on  being  appealed  to,  not  only 
remitted  the  penalty,  but  assured  the  directors  of  the  aquarium  that  so 
lung  as  they  continued  to  carry  on  its  management  in  the  way  in  which 
they  were  now  doing,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned  they  would  not  be 
interfered  with. 

The  directions  in  which  the  opponents  of  the  Sabbath  desire  to  carry 
out  their  efiforte  at  present  may  be  learned  from  the  followiog  extracts, 
which  explain  some  of  their  attempts  during  the  past  year.  The  one 
extntct  refers  to  an  effort  made  to  have  the  theatres  opened  on  the 
Sabbath  evening,  for  what  are  called  **  Sunday  evenings  for  the  people  ;" 
3Dd  the  other  to  an  attempt  to  open  the  Guildhall  Library  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  Sabbath. 

"  Yesterday  a  deputation  from  the  National  Sunday  League  waited  upon  the 
Hod.  Spencer  Ponsonby  Fane,  in  the  absence  of  the  Earl  of  Mount -Edgcumbe, 
^  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office,  to  ask  the  department  to  reconsider  the  recent 
Vision  by  which  the  'Sunday  evenings  for  the  people'  at  the  Con  naught 
^tre,  Holboro,  were  stopped.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Morrell,  presented  a  memo- 
^  setting  forth  that  the  '  Sunday  evenings  for  the  people'  were  intended  to 
rtfine  and  elevate  the  tastes  of  the  people,  and  that  from  a  moral  point  of  view 
tkvy  were  wholly  unobjectionable.  The  interview  was  a  private  one,  but  it  was 
Di^deistood  that  several  members  of  the  deputation  spoke  on  the  subject,  and 
^g^  arguments  in  favour  of  such  instructive,  combined  with  innocent  recreative 
enjoyment  aa  the  National  Sunday  League  desired  to  supply.  And  eventually 
Mr.  Fane  promised  to  communicate  all  that  had  been  said  to  the  Lord  Chamber- 
hin." 

"At  yesterday's  meeting  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  the  Lord  Mayor 
Residing,  Mr.  J.  T.  Bedford  presented  a  petition  which  had  been  in  course  of 
Bignatare  about  nine  months,  and  was  signed  by  557  reaidenta  and  other  persons 
<^gaged  in  bnaineaa  in  the  City  of  London,  in  favour  of  the  Guildhall  Library 
being  used  by  the  public  on  Sundays  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  the 
hour  usual  for  dosing  on  week-days. — Mr.  James  Judd,  Mr.  Geo.  Shaw,  and  Mr. 
Bfass  presented  petitions  from  merchants,  warehousemen,  clerks,  and  others  re- 
sidiiig  in  or  being  employed  in  the  City,  and  also  from  the  committee  of  the 
^ciety  for  promoting  the  Due  Observance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  from  the  Pro- 
t^tlant  League,  against  the  proposal,  the  petition  of  merchants  and  others  having 
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been  signed  by  over  1600  persons  in  three  days.     A  letter  was  read  from  C&zm 
Shuttleworth,  addressed  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  containing  the  copy  of  a  reauli 
tion  passed  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Guildhall  Tavern,  likewise  against  the  opci 
ing  of  the  library.    The  various  petitioners  attended,  and  were  sev^y  qaettiood 
those  in  favour  of  the  opening  of  the  library  stating  that  they  represented  m 
Sunday  League. — Mr.  Holland  :    No-Sunday  League,  I  should  think.~lo  ttff 
to  questions,  the  petitioners  opposed  to  the  proposal  said  that  they  beUered  :bt| 
all  the  large  City  firms  had  libraries  connected  with  their  establishmeDtt,ii^ 
that  upon  the  same  principle  upon  which  their  objections  were  founded  i:^ 
matter,  they  objected  to  the  employment  of  servants  other  than  those  ibQl;k.j 
necessary. — Mr.  Bedford,  in  proposing  that  the  petition  he  presented  Atali !« 
referred  to  the  Library  Committee,  said  he  could  scarcely  have  imagined  teti^ 
proposal  would  have  produced  such  an  immense  amount  of  correspondaaid 
excitement.     He  wondered  what  possible  objection  there  could  be  to  it  ^^^ 
the  young  men  who  desired  to  spend  their  Sunday  afternoons  in  the  p«s^*^ 
knowledge  to  be  debarred  from  going  into  the  Guildhall  Library?   Tbesu'^i 
knowledge  a  man  got  the  more  religious  he  would  become,  and  he  cared  diAU 
religion  founded  on  ignorance.     Their  Library  should  be  open  every  day  ^^ 
week.     The  plan  had  been  tried  in  many  of  the  largest  towns  with  coai{^ 
success.     Sunday  was  the  only  day  when  a  man's  brain  was  free,  and  b»tdei 
Sunday  in  the  City  of  London  was  the  most  wearisome  and  terrible  titaeiiv^ 
possible  to  imagine,  and,  speaking  from  experience,  when  he  was  joaog  bl 
always    looked    upon    Sunday  afternoons  with  dread. — Mr.  Stevenson,  vki 
seconded  the  resolution,  said  that  to  make  Sunday  beloved  they  should  ou^  ^ 
to  be  cared  for.     By  forcing  young  people  to  go  to  church  and  to  school  on  tiat 
day,  as  in  the  olden  time,  was  to  make  the  day  to  be  disliked.    He  should  lie 
to  see  the  National  Gallery  and  museums  open,  but  not  theatres. — Mr.  Gta  ^' 
moved  as  an  amendment,  *That  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table,'  loda^ 
mented  upon  the  fact  that  it  was  only  signed  by  about  500  peisons.— Mr.  w  ^ 
Gover  hardly  thought  the  amendment  went  far  enough,  as  thii  was  is  ^f ' 
tunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  upon  the  whole  subject  which  should  noibt** 
sight  of,  and  he  should  be  glad  if  tiiere  was  an  addition  made  to  it  totbeiiu^'- 
ing  effect :  'That  this  Court  deems  the  opening  of  the  City  Library «J«^.^ 
not  only  unadvisable  of  itself,  but  also  fit>m  the  fact  being  quoted  aii^f^ 
of  the  object  of  the  Sunday  League,  which  this  Court  believes  tok^^; 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation.' — Mr.  Shaw  said  he  could  a^i^f^ 
the  addendum. — Mr.  Von  Morre,  in  seconding  the  amendment,  stated  tbiu^*^ 
signing  for  the  opening  appeared  to  be  made  up  of  the  National  Sondaj  l^* 
the  Sunday  Society,  and  the  Social  Sunday  Union,  whose  object  waatotR^^^ 
Sunday  from  those  'rational  restrictions*  which,  he  maintained,  had rsiiwtts 
country  to  her  present  eminence  as   the  pride  and  glory  of  the  worid.—^ 
Beck  supported  the  application,  as  did  Mr.  Rudkin,  who  thought  it  a  step  ifi^'^^ 
right   direction.     Knowing  something  of  the  class  of  people  who  frequeQ^*^- 
public-houses,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  opening  of  the  hW 
would  be  of  immense  benefit.     They  ought  to  make  an  easy  bridge  from  t-- 
public-houses  to  the  churches. — Mr.  Deputy  Hora  was  in  favour  of  the  pro^'^ 
which  was  opposed  by  Alderman  Sir  WilUam  A.  Rose,  and  approved  of  by  * 
Washington  Lyon  on  religious  grounds. — After  a  lengthy  discussion,  Mr.  ^'^ 
replied,  and,  upon  a  division,  the  amendment  was  declared  earned  by  lOi  ^<^ 
against  34." 

Your  Committee  rejoice  greatly  at  the  decision  come  to  on  this  prop* 
by  the  Common  Council  of  London,  presided  over  by  the  Lord  iliw^ 
Those  who  come  forward  so  readily  to  propose  and  advocsto  *- 
measures  as  these,  as  they  say,  in  the  interests  of  the  working  clae!^ 
overlook  the  fact  that  were  they  to  be  adopted,  they  must  ncceasitote  w 
employment  of  the  officials  of  these  institutions  on  the  Lord's  Day,  so  m 
the  enjoyment  of  those  for  whose  benefit  they  plead  could  onljw 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  Sabbath  toil  and  service  of  others.   Io< 
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)leasiire  of  one  class  of  the  community  would  thus  rob  another  class  of 
kt  rest  which  is  their  God-giyen  right.     No  doubt  men  might  be  found 

0  undertake  work  like  this  with  all  its  attached  evib ;  but  your  Com- 
aitt€e  feel  that  it  is  not  a  right  thing  in  a  professedly  Christian  country, 
hat  the  public  employment  of  men  should  have  conditions  annexed  to  it, 
rbich  must  necessarily  render  it  burdensome  to  conscientious  persons 
rho  desire  to  regulate  their  life  and  work  by  the  law  of  their  God. 

Though  in  our  Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  there  is  a  great  desire  on  the 
art  of  the  heads  of  this  department  of  public  work  to  minimise  it,  the 
Vmmittee  believe  that  there  is  still  a  large  amount  of  work  done  in  these 
ffices  which  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  classified  under  the  claims  of 
eceissity  and  mercy. 

Oar  railways  continue  to  be  the  great  public  desecrators  of  the 
Ubbath  in  this  country.  They  are  guilty  of  Sabbath  desecration,  not 
oij  by  the  facilities  which  they  afford  for  Sabbath  travelling,  but  more 
^cially  by  the  amount  of  traffic  which  is  carried  on  on  this  sacred 
Aj.  Your  Committee  believe  that  the  country  in  general  is  not 
ivare  of    the   extent   to  which    goods    trains  run   on   that  day.      It 

1  the  day  on  which  so  many  of  our  lines  attempt  to  clear  off  all  the 
rtears  of  the  other  six  days  of  the  week.  The  friends  of  the  Sabbath 
io  Bot  receive  much  encouragement  from  railway  directors  when  at  any 
use  they  draw  their  attention  to  this  evil  Lately  this  subject  was 
roQgbt  before  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  one  of  our  largest  Scottish 
>iies  by  some  gentlemen  in  the  West  of  Scotland,  but  there  was  no  dis- 
K>sition  on  the  part  of  the  meeting  to  entertain  it.  Many  of  the  share- 
tolders  in  our  Scottish  lines  belong  to  England,  so  that  when  a  question 
*f  this  nature  oomes  up  for  discussion  at  any  of  their  meetings,  these 
^nglish  shareholders,  with  their  greater  laxity  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
iabbath  observance,  use  their  influence  against  the  friends  of  the  Lord's 
)aj  in  Scotland,  who  would  maintain  its  sanctity  by  the  cessation  of  all 
^necessary  work. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  the  success  which  last  season  attended  the 
forts  of  the  lovers  of  the  Sabbath  to  keep  closed  the  railway  between 
'lasgow  and  Greenock.  Were  there  more  of  the  spirit  exhibited  by  those 
rho  took  an  active  part  in  this  movement  manifested  over  the  country, 
fid  were  the  spirit  of  the  country  aroused  by  the  gracious  outpouring  of 
i[e  Spirit  of  God,  we  would  see  brought  back  to  us  those  times  which  were 
finessed  at  the  Disruption  and  for  years  thereafter  ;  when  men  in  high 
Position  in  our  country  were  in  the  van  of  this  movement  for  Sabbath 
*Wrvance,  and  the  directors  of  our  public  companies  were  compelled  to 
isten  to,  and,  though  reluctantly,  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  a  people 
^ho  were  resolved  that,  come  what  may,  their  Sabbaths  must  be  preserved 
0  them  in  all  their  sacredness. 

One  evil  result  of  this  Sabbath  traffic  on  our  railways  is  very  visible 
^  the  blunting  effect  which  it  appears  to  have  on  the  moral  sensibilities 
^^  railway  servants.  They  are  so  familiarised  with  Sabbath  desecration, 
^at  they  come  to  lose  by  degrees  that  regard  which  they  might  once  have 
^^  for  the  sanctity  of  the  day.  This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
^^bbath  is  the  day  now  on  which  their  business  meetings  are  usually  held. 
^our  Committee  would  gladly  welcome  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  railway 
^rrants  for  asserting  their  just  rights,  and  for  doing  what  is  proper  for 
^7  amelioration  of  their  service,  and  would  cheerfully  aid  them  in  these 
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efforts ;  but  they  should  anderstand  that  if  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  which  tends  to  withhold  the  support  from  them  of  those  who  m 
deeply  interested  in  their  well-being,  it  is  this  practice,  which  has  of  litt 
become  common  among  them,  of  employing  part  of  the  Lord's  Day  for 
meeting  to  discuss  their  secular  concerns.  It  is  only  a  few  weeb  bii 
that  the  following  paragraph  appeared  in  one  of  our  newspapers  os  i 
Monday  : — 

"  Amalgamatxd  Society  ov  Railway  Ssbtants. — A  meeting  of  tht  EdiciKi^ 
hranch  of  this  Society  waa  held  yesterday  afternoon  in  Buchanan's  Hotel,  fi^ 
Street,  Edinhurgh.    There  was  a  large  attendance.     The  Secretary  reputed  tbt 
five  delegates  of  the  society  had  had  an  interview  with  the  general  maug^cil 
superintendent  of  the  >forth  British  Railway  regaidiug  the  gradiisiedsa!^^ 
payments.     The   delegates  were  infomed  that  owing  to  the  deprewd  ectt- 
tion  of  trade  and  other  circumstances,  the  graduated  sosle  of  payment  wm  bo^ 
deferred,    not    stopped.      In    accordance    with    this    report  a  rewlntia  ni 
unanimously  passed  by  the  meeting,  expressing  a  hope  that  the  reoeat  m^ys^f 
ment  of  the  Company's  traffic  will  bring  with  it  at  no  distant  date  a  retonv^ 
the  fair  and  honourable  treatment  which  has  until  recently  chancteiued  t^ 
dealings  of  the  Company's  managers  with  their  employ^.     It  was  steted  thi:  n 
the  traffic  receipts  fell  off  during  the  summer  months,  the  earliest  period  >t  viiuk 
a  return  to  the  scale  might  be  expected  would  be  January  of  next  year.  Mr.  t 
Harford,  Sheffield,  afterwards  addressed  the  meeting  on  *The  Objects  tod  Wcirk 
of  the  Society. ' " 

The  secular  purposes  to  which  now-a-days  the  Sabbath  is  ^pp^^.^^ 
worldly  men,  may  be  learned  from  the  following  paragnph,  w 
appeared  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  paper,  from  which  tke  p- 
vious  paragraph  was  taken : — 

*'Tblephonx  bstwxek  Edinbukoh  and  Glasgow. — A  new  telej^^ 
ment  of  an  interesting  character  was  yesterday  tried  between  ^^^^ 
Glasgow,  the  longest  stretch  yet  attempted  in  Scotland.     It  hashitkfftB''^ 
found  impracticable  to  use  for  telephonic  purposes  a  wire  on  the  ssiMp^*^ 
others  used  for  telegraphic  purposes,  the  strong  'induction'  havingtk<^^^ 
making  the  spoken  sounds  almost  if  not  quite  inaudible.     Mr.  F.  W.  Fo^^ 
manager  of  the  Telephone  Company  here,  claims,  however,  to  hare  partly  «^^ 
come  this  difficulty.     Yesterday's  experiment  was  with  a  Bell  teleph««  ^ 
Blake  transmitter,  made  on  one  of  the  North  British  Railway  ComptfT'i^ 
between  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  ;  and  the  other  wires  being  unemfdo]^  ^ 
induction  difficulty  was  at  a  minimum.    Under  these  circttmstanoes  the  tttem, 
to  talk  between  two  stations  was  quite  successful— more  so  than  oo  mtfj*^ 
wires  in  Edinburgh.     Conversation  was  carried  on  easily,  even  whispen  ooH 
audible,  while  whistling  and  singing  were  transmitted  with  perfect  detfov* 
Mr.  Cox  hopes  shortly  to  make  successful  experiments  of  a  more  coacins^ 
character." 

The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  *1^^., 
all  publio-hottscs  throughout  the  whole  United  Kingdom  on  the  S^^ 
is  one  of  the  questions  of  the  day,  which  is  ssininiing  a  positioB  of  g^^ 
importance.     They  have  been  closed  in  Scotland  for  many  yetfs  ^^ 
with  the  best  fruits.     They  arc  shut  in  the  greater  part  of  Irdtfd  for  j^ 
last  four  years,  with  equally  cheering  re^t ;  and  the  aUsBtion  of 
country  is  now  being  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  ftvo  w}r 
in  England.     The  question  may  not  as  yet  be  so  matved  as  ^      2^ 
place  within  the  lines  of  practical  politics,  but  the  CoBmittM  hope 
thu  may  soon  be  the  case. 
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'^The  Sabbath  Observance  Prayer  Union  Society/'  baying  a  general 
oommittee  composed  of  ministers  and  laymen  of  Great  Britain,  America, 
ifid  several  of  the  countries  of  the  Continent,  issued  this  year  tbeir 
second  general  invitation  to  united  prayer  for  the  entire  sanctiiication  of 
the  Sabbath  Day.  This  invitation  was  published  not  only  in  English,  but 
Jiso  in  tbe  German,  Italian,  and  Spanish  lang^uages,  and  was  widely 
responded  to  on  the  week  (from  the  4th  to  the  11th  April  1880)  set  apart 
*0T  prayer. 

The  Commitiee  regard  it  as  an  interesting  fact,  that  while  the  present 
hie  of  Sabbath  observance  in  this  country  is  causing  no  little  anxiety  to 
lie  friends  of  the  Gospel  from  the  encroachments  in  varied  forms  which 
ve  made  upon  its  sanctity,  the  efforts  of  not  a  few  abroad  who  love  tbe 
liord's  Day,  are  vigorously  directed  not  only  to  lessen  the  great  amount 
)f  secular  work  by  which  it  is  so  sadly  desecrated,  but  also  to  have  the 
»bole  day  recovered  for  those  sacred  services  for  which  the   Lord  of 
t^e  Sabbath  has   appointed  it.      At    the  late  meeting  of  the   Synod 
i  tbe  Prussian  Church,  a  Church  which  is  said  to  represent  a  pastorate 
•jf  between  six  and  seven  thousand,  Dr.  Baur,  chaplain  to  the  Imperial 
Wy,  Berlin,  read  a  paper  on  the  Sabbath  question.     In  that  paper  he 
itferred  to  the  steps  which  had  of  late  years  been  taken  in  the  Consis- 
•wies  and  district   Synods  for  the   consideration   of  the   subiect.     He 
•iterted  to  the  special  duty  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  Sabbath  rest, 
«d  the  social  as  well  as  the  religious  meaning  of  that  day.     "  If  Luther, 
^ys  tbe  speaker,  "  said  *  that  the  article  of  justification  by  faith  was  that 
f'f  a  standing  or  falling  Church,*  he  would  say  that  the  rising  or  falling 
'f  the  National  Church  depends  on  the  keeping  of  the  Sabbath  Day  holy." 
Tbis  day  is  necessary,  not  only  for  the  Church  and  its  services,  but  also 
for  the  common  life  of  the  people.     Others  of  that  Assembly  followed  in 
tbfi  game  strain,  and  while  adverting  to  some  of  the  most  clamant  forms 
'^f  Sabbath  desecration  in  Germany,  they  felt  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
People  td  use  every  lawful  means  for  the  restoration  of  the  Sabbath  to 
tbe  country  and  therefore,  called  on  tbe  people  and  those  in  authority 
tfl  procure  "  for  themselves,  for  the  workmen,  and  for  the  whole  German 
IJ^'wn,  the  blessine  of  the  Christian  Sabbath."    It  was  am'eed  by  the 
^ynod  to  bring  their  views  on  this  subject  before  tbe  Government,  and 
^»st  its  support,  so  far  as  it  could  be  accomplished  within  its  own  sphere, 
w  putting  an  end  to  those  different  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  which 
^"ginated  with  it,  or  to  which  it  gave   its  sanction.     Your  Committee 
"e  glad  to  quote  from  the   March   and  April  numbers  of  Evangelical 
^nstendom  the  following  paragraphs  : — 

"At  a  moment  when  many  of  onr  railways  formerly  belonging  to  private  com- 
^i«»  become  the  property  of  tbe  State,  it  is  of  imDortance  to  learn  that  the 
*Jiwter  for  Public  Works  has  jnst  ordered  that  all  railway  officials  should  have 
»t  least  every  other  Sunday  f  ree.^ 


And 


again: — 


"The  German  Parliament  last  year  voted,  thoufirh  only  hy  a  very  small  majority, 
Ji^esolntion  in  favour  of  a  (greater  amount  of  rest  for  the  postmen  on  Sundays. 
|J«  Postmaster-Gkneral  has  now,  in  compliance  with  this  resolution,  abolished 
the  second  delivery  of  letters  on  Sunday  in  Berlin  and  in  other  towns.  There  is 
^  delivery  whatever  on  Sunday  in  our  rural  districts,  but  there  were  two  in  the 
^^itt.    -^^y^  there  only  remains  in  the  towns  the  first  delivery  at  eight  in  the 


8  REPOHT  Of  OOMMITTKB  ON  SABBATH  OBSBBTANOB.  V 

morning.  Some  Members  of  Parliament  referred  to  this  in  one  of  the  Ij 
sittings,  and  expressed  their  disapprobation.  However,  the  friends  of  Sund 
rest  replied,  and  had  a  favourable  opportunity  to  say  a  word  on  the  great  impa 
ance  of  the  Lord's  Bay  to  the  nation,  and  the  Postmaster-General  must  ha 
felt  that  the  majority  welcomes  the  new  measure." 

Let  us  hope  and  pray  that  these  efforts  for  the  recovery  of  a 
Sabbath  will,  through  the  Divine  blessing,  prove  successful  in  that  coos 
to  which  we  ourselves  are  bound  now-a-days  by  so  many  links,  so  tbtfi< 
a  restored  Sabbath  it  may  come  to  enjoy  the  many  Oospel  blessing!  wik 
are  associated  with  that  holy  day  ;  but  let  us  at  the  same  time  bewaitkstj 
when  other  nations  are  now  consciously  experiencing  the  miseiuaii 
land  without  its  Sabbaths,  and  are  crying  and  labouring  for  their  pceK^ 
sion,  we  may  not,  by  our  social  and  national  unholy  treatment  ofes 
Sabbaths,  be  provoking  that  Ood  who,  in  His  great  goodnesSi  ha£  be^toid 
them  on  us,  judicially  to  take  them  away  from  us. 

ALEX.  MACKENZIE,  Contmr. 


No.  zzn. 


Jut  CJfttttij  of  Stotlanlr. 


REPORT 


OF 


TEMPERANCE  COMMITTEE. 


MAY    1880. 


The  Temperance  Committee  respectfullj^  laj  before  the  Assembly 
lieir  Report  for  the  past  year  under  the  following  heads  : — 

I.  Work  done  by  the  Committee. 

n.  Work  done  by  Presbyteries  and  Sessions  so  far  as  reported  to  the 
Committee. 

ni  Present  aspects  of  the  Temperance  cause  in  the  country,  and 
suggestions  arising  therefrom. 

I.  Committee  Work. — The  instructions  of  last  Assembly  were  duly 
'arried  out  as  regards  petitioning  Parliament  in  support  of  the  "  Licensing 
icis  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill,"  and  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson's  resolution 
»n** Local  Option."  With  respect  to  the  latter,  Mr.  D.  McLaren,  M.P. 
for  Edinburgh,  wrote  : — "  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to-day  of  presenting 
^  the  House  the  Petition  sent  by  you  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
^ree  Church  of  Scotland,  and  gave  due  prominence  to  its  importance.'* 

The  Report  for  1879  was  printed,  as  in  former  years,  through  the 
liberality  of  the  Convener,  along  with  the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly 
^'•d  the  speeches  made  in  connection  with  it  by  himself,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Sloan  of  Glasgow,  Lord  Provost  Collins,  and  others.  Upwards  of  6000 
copies  were  sent  to  ministers  and  elders  of  all  the  Churches,  to  Members 
^f  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  Magistrates,  Superintendents  of  Police, 
^^^'  Additional  copies  were  supplied  to  several  ministers  who  asked  for 
thorn  for  the  liehoof  of  members  of  Session  and  others. 

T'he  following  circular,  issued  by  the  Committee  in  July,  was  sent  to 
^^  Clerks  of  Presbyteries,  and  Conveners  of  Presbyterial  Temperance 
Committees : — 

22  A 
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**  Edikbcbgh,  /itly  18, 1879. 

*'  The  Committee  on  Temperance  desire  respectfully  to  remind  your  Preibyteij 
of  the  following  clauses  in  the  Deliverance  of  last  Assembly  on  this  tabject  :- 

**  *  The  Assembly  renew  their  injunction  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Chorcb,  ii 
addition  to  appropriate  references  in  their  ordinary  ministrations,  to  preaeli  i 
sermon  on  Temperance  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  or  on  either  cf  tbr 
two  following  Sabbaths,  and  inatrnACt  Presbyteries  to  see  that  this  injanctios  i 
attended  to,  and  to  report  to  th^  CommUtee,     They  again  strongly  recommeid  iH 
Presbyteries,  who  have  not  yet  done  so,  to  appoint  Temperance  Comaititti 
The  Assembly  renew  their  exhortation  to  Ministers  and  Sessions  to  see  tk( » 
far  as  in  them  lies,  tfie  yottng  of  the  CongregcUion  are  trained  np  in  Uiti  &f 
Temperance  by  means  of  Bands  of  Hope  or  otherwise ;  and  tbe  Assemfclji^ 
recommend  all  Kirk-SessUms  to  consider  the  propriety  qf  /omung  Cwip^/A^ 
Temperance  Associations  upon  a  loell-considered  ha^is,  and  under  the  superM- 
ence  of  Aiinister  and  Office-bearers, 

*'   .  .  .  *The  Assembly  empower  the  Committee  to  petition  Parliineetc 
their  name  in  support  of  Sir  W.  Lawson's  Resolution,  if  again  brought  inctti 
or  of  any  similar  proposal  in  the  direction  of  "  local  option."     (Might  sol  Uaat 
done  by  your  Presbytery  also  ?)     The  Assembly  press  anew  the  whole  labject  i 
prevailing  intemperance,   and  the   imperative   duty  of    using  all  Iswfal  si 
expedient  means  for  its  removal,  upon  the  attention  of  all  Office-beams  uJ 
Members  of  the  Church  ;  and,  in  particular,  the  Assembly  enforce  the  duty  of 
discouraging  in  every  way,  both  by  influence  and  example,  the  drinking  ottgci 
of  the  country/ 

"  In  connection  with  the  above  Deliverance — 

"  1.  The  Committee  may  state  that  the  basis  adopted  in  most  of  the  Cq«^ 
gational  Temperance  Societies  recently  formed  has  been  the  Assembly  s  «1«!0- 
tion  (1877-8),  *  recognising  Abstinence,  on  the  ground  of  Christian  exgt^» 
as  a  lawful  and  honourable  course  for  the  friends  of  Temperance,  especaL*;' 
regards  the  personal  protection  of  many  who  are  exposed  to  special  danger.  W 
the  influence  which  it  exerts  in  opposition  to  the  drinking  usages  of  the  coc^ 
With  this  is  joined  a  'resolution  to  abstain,  with  the  help  of  God,  inm^^ 
intoxicating  drinks  as  beverages,  so  long  as  I  remain  a  Member  of  the  SseHj 
A  resolution  is  often  added  to  discourage,  by  all  lawful  and  prudent  rtsai,  ^ 
drinking  usages  of  the  country. 

*'  2.  Several  Members  of  the  Committee  have  expressed  their  willufU*  ^ 
visit  Congregations,  where  this  is  wished,  to  aid  in  forming  or  encoai*^ 
Temperance  Associations  for  old  or  young.  Deputies  or  documents  for  Baa^  * 
Hope  may  also  be  easily  got  by  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Edinboi^ 
Band  of  Hope  Union,  Mr.  Stewart  MHSlashen,  5  St.  Andrew  Square,  £diQbcr;a 
(President,  Rev.  J.  H.  WUson,  Barcky  Church.  Vice-Presidents,  Messn.  Joi»i 
Vallance  and  Charles  J.  Guthrie.) 

"  3.  The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Intemperance  have  recomnf^^J^ 
that  Public-houses  in  Scotland  should  be  closed  at  10  p.m.  Would  pn^' 
opinion  in  your  district  support  a  movement  for  this  object?  Apart  fn<a* 
general  movement,  could  local  arrangements  be  made  for  closing  at  10  P.M.  • 

**  4.  If  Public-houses  within  your  bounds  have  become  /««r,  are  they  to?* 
than  formerly?  If  so,  would  you  approve  of  an  increase  of  licemiog  u6? 
according  to  the  extension  of  premises  ? 

**  The  Committee  would  be  greatly  obliged  by  information  (to  be  sent  to  t-* 
Secretary),  from  your  Presbytery  on  the  following  points : — 

**lst.  As  to  the  number,  strength,  and  usefulness  of  any  Congregat)c» 
Temperance  Societies  for  young  or  old  within  your  bounds ;  as  to  the  bans  (£- 
rules  adopted.  ^ 

"2d.  As  to  British  Workmen's  Public-houses  or  Coffee-houses.  Are  t^ 
succeeding  ?  If  so,  with  what  class  of  men  especially  ?  "What  are  the  pnocf** 
regulations  adopted  ?  What  kind  of  amusements  provided?  Games  for  moK! 
allowed  T  How  far  is  the  religious  or  evangelistic  element  associated  with  tt* 
secular  or  social  ?    What  is  the  Presbytery's  opinion  as  to  this  ? 
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"W.  Regarding  Temperance  Tents  at  Hiring  Fairs,  Temperance  Refreshment 
StaUs,  and  any  similar  agencies  within  your  bounds ;  as  to  any  safe  drinks  for 
bftj  aod  harvest  time,  such  as  are  coming  into  use  in  various  districts. 

"4/A,  Name  of  Convener  of  your  Temperance  Committee,  if  not  already  given, 
;v  any  change  made. 

*'  In  name  and  hy  authority  of  the  Committee. 

"WM.  KIDSTON,  Convener, 
D.  D.  BANNERMAN,  Secretary." 

Aathority  was  obtained  from  the  August  Commission  for  a  joint 
nemorial  from  the  Temperance  and  Home  Mission  Committees  to  the 
^oently  appointed  Royal  Commission  on  Agricultural  Distress,  pressing 
ipOD  them  the  importance  of  getting  reliable  information  as  to  the  con- 
lition  of  labourers'  dwellings^  and  of  feeing  markets  in  Scotland,  which 
Uve  much  to  do  with  the  prevailing  intemperance,  with  a  view  to  legis- 
fttive  and  other  action  regarding  those  matters.  This  memorial  was 
orwarded  to  the  proper  quarter  and  duly  acknowledged.  Copies  were 
^  sent  to  the  gentlemen  representing  Scotland  in  the  Royal  Com- 
lisiiofl. 

The  Committee  bad  under  consideration,  at  two  successive  meetings, 
it  suggestion  contained  in  their  last  Report  to  the  Assembly  respecting 
t  card  or  printed  form  of  basis  for  Congregational  Abstinence  Societies. 
^ftcr  careful  deliberation,  the  following  was  approved  as  a  form  which 
night  be  recommended  by  the  Committee  as  a  suitable  basis  in  cases 
^faere  it  was  desired  to  form  such  societies, — it  being  distinctly  under- 
tood  that  it  was  not  to  be  pressed  upon  any  minister  or  congregation 
»bere  no  such  desire  was  indicated : — 

FREE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 
CONGREGATIONAL  ABSTINENCE  SOCIETY  OF 


*'  Drunkenness,  revellings,  and  auch  like  :  of  the  which  I  tell  you  before,  aa  I 
i&ve  also  told  you  in  times  past,  that  they  which  do  such  things  shall  not  inherit 
ibe  kingdom  of  God."— GaL  v.  21. 

"If  sinners  entice  thee,  consent  thou  not." — Pro  v.  i.  10. 

"  It  is  good  neither  to  eat  flesh,  nor  to  drink  wine,  nor  anything  whereby  thy 
"<other  stumbleth,  or  ia  offended,  or  ia  made  weak." — Rom.  xiv.  21. 

BASIS. 

'-  I>eelaration  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  qf  Scotland,  June  1, 

1877  ;  repeated  May  31,  1878. 

'^Becogniaing  Abstinence,  on  the  ground  of  Christian  expediency,  as  a  lawful 
^  honourable  course  for  the  friends  of  temperance,  especially  as  regards  the 
Personal  protection  of  many  who  are  ez})OBed  to  special  danger,  and  the  influence 
^<iich  it  exerts  in  opposition  to  the  drinking  usages  of  the  country." 

//.  Member^ s  Declaraiion. 

'I promise,  Mrith  the  help  of  God,  to  abstain  from  the  uae  of  all  Intoxicating 
nnks,  as  beverages  (aa  long  as  I  continue  a  Member  of  this  Society),  and  to 
Courage,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  drinking  usages  of  the  country." 

Signature 

Date 


{Form  qf  Basis  recommended  by  the  Assemhly's  Temperance  Committee  for 

Conyregational  Abstinence  Societies.) 
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The  Secretary  has  had  nameroas  applications  for  copies  of  the  above, 
which  seems  to  have  met  a  want  somewhat  widely  felt  in  the  Gharth. 
(The  card  may  be  had  from  Mr.  F,  Murray,  Printer,  11  Young  Slreer, 
Edinburgh,  at  6s.  per  100.) 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  drawn  to  the  action  of  Lori 
Zetland  in  reference  to  licenses  at  Grangemouth,  and  to  a  Memoral 
approving  of  said  action  signed  by  all  the  ministers  of  the  town  and U 
upwards  of  1300  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Secretary  was  InstrtMSed  bi 
convey  to  his  Lordship  an  expression  of  the  Committee's  interest  id  tk 
steps  taken  by  him  for  the  diminution  of  the  occasions  of  intempence, 
and  their  cordial  appreciation  of  the  object  which  he  bad  in  view.  An 
acknowledgment  was  received  from  Lord  Zetland  expressing  hiigntH 
fication  at  the  Committee's  letter.  Questions  connected  with  ^'speoil 
licenses,''  river  and  firth  steamers,  early  closing,  and  local  control  of  ik 
drink  traffic,  were  considered  by  the  Committee  at  several  meetiDgi 

II.  Work  done  hy  Presbyteries  and  Sessions. — ^The  Committee  h^ 
been  much  encouraged  by  the  reports  received  throughout  the  year  inn 
various  quarters.  It  is  evident  that  in  not  a  few  Presbyteries  in  tiie 
Highlands,  in  country  districts,  and  in  important  centres  of  popalatioo, 
Temperance  work  is  now  being  taken  in  hand  with  an  energy  tod 
thoroughness  which  give  promise  of  the  best  results,  and  irom  wbici 
much  good  has  already  arisen. 

The  Committee  have  still,  however,  to  regret  that  in  more  t\ajn» 
of  the  largest  Presbyteries  of  the  Church  so  little  presbyterial  actios  ktf 
yet  been  taken  in  this  matter.  They  offer  their  warmest  thanks  to  i< 
Presbytery  Clerks,  Conveners  of  Committees,  and  other  friends  thrw?*- 
out  the  Church,  to  whose  kindness  they  owe  much  valuable  and  iotae^* 
ing  information  regarding  the  state  and  progress  of  the  TempflV^ 
cause  in  all  parts  of  the  land. 

The  Committee  feel  that  it  is  essential  to  the  success  of  tbeiro^ 
work  that  they  should  be  honoured  with  the  confidence  and  co-open^ 
of  the  Church  Courts.    It  gives  them  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  fiavosrec^ 
as  they  have  repeatedly  been,  with  communications  on  the  subjett  oi 
Temperance  from  ministers  and  office-bearers  in  the  remoter  districts  oi 
the  country. 

The  following  extracts  and  summaries  are  from  returns  received  in 
answer  to  a  circular  to  Presbyteries  sent  out  in  February  last:— 

**  Altogether  a  healthier  tone  and  greater  activity  with  regard  to  Boppr^^ 
of  intemperance  seems  to  prevail;  .  .  .  Lessons  given  in  Port  61«sguw  B^v^ 
Schools  from  Dr.  Richardson's  book ;  also  in  some  Greenock  Board  $eh>H>ii 
Recently  150  children  examined  on  subject — mnch  interest  shown*'  {Orrtnc^ 
"  Greater  interest  than  formerly  in  Temperance  Reform.  Number  of  lUtuuB? 
ministers  in  Presbytery  increased  *'  {Ihinse  and  ChimskU),  '*  Resolatioiu  v^^^* 
intemperance  by  Presbytery  read  from  all  pulpits  at  end  of  year.  Fnfci^* 
meeting  under  our  auspices  in  City  Hall,  with  addresses  on  religious,  social,  tf' 
medical  aspects  of  Temperance  question — largely  attended,  and  has  giren  <^^ 
siderable  impulse  to  cause  in  community"  {Perth).  *' Subject  twice  fniiy^ 
cussed  in  Presbytery  "  (Paisley),  «*  Conference  of  Free  and  United  Prosbytei* 
Presbyteries  ;  largely  attended  by  general  public "  (Lanark).  *'  Presbytfl* 
Conference"  (DalkeUh,  Dunblane,  Nairn,  Strathbogie).  "Pastoral  to  congreg^ 
tions  within  bounds"  (Cupar,  Biggar,  and  Peebles).  "Several  excellent  puUi« 
meetings  in  connection  with  Congregational  Temperance  Societies "  {JSd»^*'' 
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"Pablicans  of  ibis  town  resolved  at  beginning  of  winter  to  shut  every  nigbt  at 
ten.  Effect  good"  (Rothesay).  "Tbe  Presbytery  (unanimously)  express  their 
belief  that  in  order  to  personal  safety,  to  tbe  setting  of  a  salutary  example,  and 
tbe  putting  forth  of  effective  efforts  in  order  to  the  reduction  and  removal  of  the 
tretnendoos  evils  of  intemperance,  it  is  the  duty  of  Ministers,  Office-bearers,  and 
people  to  give  the  whole  subject  their  most  solemn  consideration,  and  to  consider 
bov  fsr  personally  they  can  conscientiously  go,  whether  by  abstinence  or  other- 
wise, to  (liBcoorage  not  only  the  excessive  but  the  unnecessary  and  injudicious 
use  of  strong  drink,  as  e.g.  when  offered  as  a  symbol  of  hospitality  or  means  of 
VDviriality,  in  treating  or  toast-drinking,  or  at  marriages,  funerals,  or  baptisms  " 
PaUlfy).  "Cannot  say  that  intemperauce  is  diminishing;  in  some  districts 
"atber  increasing,  especially  among  young  lads  and  females.  Beyond  question, 
;beinore  opportunities  for  obtaining  drink,  the  more  intemperance.  Markets, 
'i\n,  and  cattle  shows  are  scenes  and  occasions  prominent  for  excess " 
^^(wra^).  "We  have  one  parish  in  which  there  is  no  public-bouse,  and  an 
ntoxicated  person  is  never  seen  there.  A  few  years  ago  a  stranger  came  into  it 
ibghtly  addicted  to  drink,  but  he  had  to  leave  ;  and  they  now  remain  a  kind  of 
i^atUnd '  so  far  as  intemperance  is  concerned  **  {Dum/rioi), 

The  following  Presbjteries  petitioned  Parliament  in  support  of  Sir 
V.  Lawson's  resolution  on  "Local  Option,"  viz.: — Glasgow^  Perth, 
flamiUon,  Dumfries,  Paisley,  Dumbarton,  Linlithgow,  Dunfermline, 
Dunoon,  Dunse  and  Chirnside.  In  tbe  Synod  of  Argyll  a  resolution  to 
k  following  effect  was  unanimously  agreed  to  : — 

"That  the  Synod  petition  Parliament  to  introduce  and  pass  into  law  a  measure 
'{  Local  Option  for  Scotland,  giving  the  ratepayers  of  any  District,  Burgh,  or 
H>iuity  control  over  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
emove  any  or  all  the  licenses  in  such  District,  Burgh,  or  County,  as  they  may 
^  canse ;  that  no  new  license  shall  be  granted  when  the  number  already  existing 
ball  exceed  one  to  1000  of  the  population,  and  that  all  houses  licensed  for  the 
^  of  intoxicating  liquors,  after  the  passing  of  said  measure,  shall  be  closed  at 
Qch  hour,  not  later  than  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  as  the  local  Board  of 
»Qtrol  may  determine." 

Annual  Sermon, 

With  respect  to  this  the  returns  are  to  the  following  effect : — **  In  all  the 
•ogregations  of  the  Presbytery  "  {Arbroath,  Caithness^  Cupar,  Dunse  and 
*iiVn*/(/e,  Dunblane^  Dunfermline,  Biggar  and  Peebles,  Islay,  Jedburgh^ 
'Onarkj  Lewis,  Kinross^  Nairn,  Paisley,  Stranraer,  Tain),  "  With  one 
Jcepiion,  in  which  sufficient  cause"  {Auchterarder,  Breadalbane,  DalkeiUiy, 
In  all  congregations,  save  two  not  reporting"  (Perth).  "In  all,  with 
«ryfew  exceptions"  (Edinburgh).  "All  have  preached  upon  or  called 
Mention  to  the  subject"  (Oreenock,  Slratkhoyie).  "Thirteen,  at  least, 
°t  of  eighteen  obeyed  the  injunction  "  (Linlithgow),  "  In  all  cases  save 
^ur,  as  regards  two  of  which  there  was  reasonable  excuse,  the  other  two 
^om  pure  inattention  to  the  Assembly's  injunction  "  (Turriff).  "  All  but 
*^»  in  whose  case  satisfactory  explanation "  (Kincardine  O'Neil). 
, Eighteen  preached,  nine  did  not"  (Hamilton),  "All  preached  on 
^niperance  in  the  year,  the  majority  in  end  of  December"  (Dumbarton). 
Assembly's  injunction  obeyed  in  letter  or  spirit"  (Fordyce,  Fordoun). 

f he  Temperance  sermon  was  generally  preached  within  the  bouuds " 

^d«o). 

From  Glasgow  the  Report  is  : — "A  very  considerable  number  preached, 
ut  definite  detaib  we  cannot  give."    From  another  important  Presbytery 
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the  Convener  writes : — "  The  emfy  query  in  your  circular  on  wbicb  I  ii 
able  to  give  information  is  that  about  the  sermon.  Most  of  the  ministen 
preached  on  Temperance  at  or  about  the  time  specified.  There  n  i 
decided  opinion,  on  the  part  of  some,  that  the  object  aimed  at  would  b 
better  accomplished  by  occasional  and  shorter  references  to  the  eriB  sf 
drunkenness  in  course  of  ordinary  exposition." 

With  respect  to  such  objections,  the  Committee  may  point  oattkitk 
Assembly  enjoins  on  all  ministers  such  ^'appropriate  references  in  tL«tr 
ordinary  ministrations,"  but,  'Mn  addition,"  that  a  sermon  sboald  ic 
preached  on  one  or  other  of  three  Sabbaths  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Oi 
reflection,  it  will  hardly  be  thought  too  much  that  once  a  jear.iit^ 
season  when  temptations  most  abound,  every  congregation  afucld  be 
asked  to  consider  some  aspect  of  our  most  outstanding  national  ao^BHi 
greatest  social  problem  in  the  light  of  Scripture,  and  under  thegnisBn 
of  those  who  should  be  best  qualified  to  deal  with  the  subject  In  se^a^l 
Presbyteries,  variety  is  attained  by  arrangements  for  exchanp  of 
pulpits. 

Fairs  and  Markets, 

*'In   Alloa  and   neighbourhood  Temperance   tent  at  the  lair  uJ 
annual   games,  with  stalls  for  coffee,  etc.,  very  successful "  (StirHn^l 
"  Twice  a  year  at  the  feeing  market  some  young  lads  may  he  ledasti^ 
(Forres),     "  Great  evil  resulting  from  intoxicating  liquors  in  retina- 
rooms  of  cricket,  football^  and  such  other  clubs"  (OreenodY   "J^ 
taken  by  Temperance  Society  for  open-air  amusements"  (Diffif^ 
"  More  than  1 500  persons  availed  themselves  of  Temperance  refreslfflffs 
in  Town  Hall  of  Dunse  at  annual  hiring  market"  {Dunse  andCIa^^ 
**  Captain  Gordon  of  Fyvie  Castle  has  this  year  given  greatest  ^"^ 
cause  of  Temperance  by  prohibiting  sale  of  intoxicating  drink  ii«3tw 
Fyvie  markets,  by  shutting  up  one  public-bouse,  and  intimating  iit^" 
of  shutting  up  another — Presbytery  have  expressed  to  Captain G<p^ 
their  cordial  satisfaction  "  (Turriff). 

Coffee-Houses,  British  Workmen,  etc, 

**  Temperance  caf6  in  Thurso  very  successful,  and  great  means  of  fw« 
to  all  classes.     No  religious  or  evangelistic  element  associated  with  tU 
secular  or  social.     Another  soon  to  be  opened  in  Wick "  (C8»w«« 
*'  Two  coffee- stalls  well  patronised,  especially  by  working  men  in  e*v 
morning.     Coffee-house  in  course  of  erection"  (Perth).    "Three  cm- 
houses,  all  succeeding  quite  up  to  and  beyond  expectation.   Beligi^ 
element  not  directly  or  prominently  brought  in,  but  it  is  not  wtnt»^ 
The  movement  itself  a  step  in  interests  of  religion  as  well  as  Tempc"''^ 
(Kincardine  ONeil),     "Three  coffee-houses  have  been  given  up,*^^ 
others  are  not  succeeding.     They  are  not  connected  with  any  re«P^ 
or  evangelistic  efforts"  (Paisley).     ''Coffee-house  opened  this  winter 
sea  town  of  Culien,  under  auspices  of  Iiady  Seafield,  well  ^}^ 
Prayer-meetihg  there  on  Monday  evenings  under  Free  Church  Mi^ 
and  Established  Church  Assistant.    Saturday-night  entertaininen^^ 
charge   of  Committee.      Hitherto    most   gratifying  success"  (^y 
"  Two  coffee-houses  lately  opened  in  Tain  and  ALaess  "  (Tain),  "  tf^ 
house  at  Dunoon  and  another  at  Indian  doing  very  well    No  rw»gw 


Kin.  BEPORT  OF  TEMPER  AN  CB  COMMITTEE.  7 

fefflent  combined  with  the  social "  (Dunoon),  "  Six  British  Workmen's 
tooses  and  one  coffee-room  within  bounds.  Three  of  these  in  Greenock 
minentij  successful,  financially  and  otherwise;  a  fourth  about  to  be 
peoed.  Largely  patronised  by  working  classes"  (Oreenock),  Seven 
ach  establishments  are  reported  from  Presbytery  of  Linlithgow :  two 
not  succeeding  very  well;"  two  in  course  of  erection ;  one  ''succeeding 
lirlywell;  evangelistic  meetings  held  frequently  in  hall  behind;"  one 
carried  on  by  member  of  congregation,  along  with  grocery  business, 
ppears  to  prosper  well ;  one  doing  very  well  under  Young  Men's  Chris- 
4D  Association,  who  let  the  premises  on  business  principles ;  working 
leo,  captains,  and  sailors  use  largely."  A  letter  from  Glasgow,  while 
leaking  highly  of  the  good  effects  of  such  institutions  in  that  city  gener- 
tly,  describes  in  strong  terms  the  low  character  of  some  of  the  songs  at 
n  evening  entertainment  in  a  ''British  Workman,"  at  which  the  writer 
^u  present.  Another  danger  requiring  to  be  guarded  against  is  noted 
»  a  return  from  Forres: — "Many  young  men  attracted  to  British 
Vorkman  in  evening  by  billiard-table.  Part  of  the  money  gained  is 
i|Kot  in  the  house,  but  some  goes  for  drink  at  a  neighbouring  hotel." 
•"Coffee-house  opened  in  1878  through  efforts  of  lady  connected  with 
Free  Church.  Self-sustaining;  outlay  and  income  over  £200  a  year. 
ibrarj,  reading-room,  and  games.  School  children  and  country  families 
rcquent  largely.  Many  evening  meetings"  (Portpatrick),  '*Coffee- 
i^iuse  started  18  months  ago,  of  high  class,  almost  self-supporting. 
loung  men's  clubs  meet  in  it  instead  of  public-house.  Many  good 
wults"  [Stranraer),  "Two  British  Workmen's  Houses  here.  A, 
conducted  on  strictly  business  principles.  Games — chess,  draughts, 
'Jgatelle,  billiards — are  allowed.  Beading-room  less  popular  than  game- 
"om.  Largely  frequented  by  those  for  whose  benefit  specially  intended. 
^Hs  succeeded  as  a  business  speculation,  the  dividend  for  two  years 
laving  been  10  per  cent.  B,  The  religious  and  evangelistic  element 
t^sociated  with  the  secular.  Under  a  committee,  though  practically  two 
>r  three  ladies  manage  it.  Not  so  successful,  and  has  had  to  be  aided  to 
■♦msiderable  extent.  Inferior  situation  may  partly  explain  this" 
Mamilion).  "Two  coffee-houses.  Great  success.  Patronised  by  all 
^«s-  Reading-room  and  games.  No  direct  religious  services,  but 
*ried  on  upon  strictly  religious  principles"  {Lewis), 

Intemperance  among  Females  and  the  Young, 

"  The  Committee  fear  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  female  drunkenness 
^Q^ong  some  sections  of  the  population.  Bare  among  the  young  except 
^}  the  feeing-markets  "  {Arbroath).  "  Not  much  intemperance  among 
'^naales  and  the  young  in  the  rural  districts,  but  in  Greenock  it  is  too  pre- 
'^alent.  Branch  of  *  British  Women's  Temperance  Society '  lately  formed 
^here.  They  meet  monthly  for  prayer,  and  have  started  four  mothers' 
j^eetingg^  which  they  hope  to  multiply  as  workers  can  be  got"  [Greenock). 
"A  number  of  the  wives  drink  at  home,  getting  the  liquor  from  the 
licensed  grocers  "  [Dunse  and  Chirnside),  "  Female  and  youthful  intem- 
P^rance  exists  largely  in  some  districts.  Ladies'  Temperance  Society  for 
^^  city  has  already  borne  good  fruit"  {Perth).  "Not  to  any  great 
^^tent,  80  far  as  known  to  the  Presbytery "  {Lanark).  "  Not  much 
i^mong  females ;  instances  frequent  among  young  men,  especially  those 
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connected  with   the   bothies''  (Fordoun),     ''Grocers'  licenaes  bad  fa 
women  and  the  young.     Mothers  send  children  for  drink  when  wooJJ 
not  be  seen  themselves "  (Lewis).     ''  Liadies'  Christian  and  Temperaoa 
Association    doing    excellent    work    for    female    sobriety"   {Faislei}. 
''Home   for   intemperate  women   within   our  bounds  has  done  moeh 
good  "  {Biggar  and  Peebles),     "  Cases  of  female  intemperance  attrlbid 
to  grocers'  licenses.     A  good  deal  of  it  among  the  young,  but  chian 
among  lads   coming  for  a  day  from   large   towns  at  fair  time,  etc. 
{Dunoon).     "Branch  of  British  Women's  Temperance  Society  latelj* 
up "  (Auchterarder).     "  British  Women's  Temperance  AssociatioD  k- 
ginning  to  spread  through  the  bounds.     A  Juvenile  Society  intenddir 
boys  and  girls  of  the  better  classes  "  (Stirling).    *^  Seldom  a  druok  vsfis 
to  be  seen  except  'tramps/  who  are  not  indigenous;  not  unusual ^f* 
ever,  to  find  young  women,  chiefly  servants  of  the  lower  class,  take  ioi 
much  at  feeing-markets,  where  'treating'  largely  prevails"  (Kinearet 
O'Neil). 

Congregational  Temperance  Organisation  and  its  Results, 

"Presbytery  held  two  most  interesting  conferences  on  subject,  oftbec 
to  four  hours  each,  and  recommended  all  Sessions  to  consider  the  ddr* 
ableness  of  forming  Temperance  Societies,  or  Bands  of  Hope,  or  bolk 
Cause   has   made  very  considerable   progress  here   within  last  j&t' 
(Strathbogie).     "  Assembly's  recommendation  of  Congregational  Ass^ 
tions  greatly  helped  to  overcome  some  obstacles  in  my  Session.  >V 
that  the  thing  is  begun,  not  one  in  the  congregation  will  raise  thesiul^ 
objection^  and  I  believe  all  will  admit  that  much  good  has  beeo  <ias& 
Several  who  were  indulging  too  freely  have  joined,  and  some  wb^j  ^ 
not  like  the  Good  Templar  Societies.  .  .  .  Of  120  members,  1 1^. 
only  three  or  four  were  previously  pledged"  (Minister  in  Prtshp]^ 
Jedburgh).     "  The  Band  of  Hope,  179  on  roll,  has  deepened  the  p^^ 
interest  in  Church  work  "  (Dunblane).     "  All  the  children  in  this  ^<^ 
able  to  come  to  a  meeting  (IdO)  are  members  of  my  Band  of  Boft 
Congregational  Abstinence  Society  has  sixty  on  roll "  (Portnahap:*^ 
"  Our  young  Total  Abstinence  Society  made  an  excellent  start,  fi^tj*^^ 
members.     Most  of  the  elders  and  deacons  joined  at  once''  (OhM^ 
"Societies  and  Bands  of  Hope  are  being  formed  in  several  coogre* 
gations;    already   existing  in   at   least    three"    (Dumbarton).     '*^^ 
majority   of  congregations  in   this  Presbytery   have   Bands  of  Hope 
or  Congregational  Temperance  Societies"  (Jedburgh).     "Upwards  w 
twenty  congregational  Bands  of  Hope  "  (Edinburgh).     "  Congregational 
Abstinence  Society  and  Band  of  Hope  uilder  oversight  of  office-bearers. 
Latter  divided  into  Junior  Division  (under  13),  membership  150;  Sentor 
Division  (13  to  20),  membership  82.     Weekly  meetings  daring  winter. 
'  British  Workman  Illustrated  Wall-papers '  found  very  useful    Lesson? 
pven  not  only  in  Temperance,  but  kindness  to  animals,  reverence  for  the 
Word  and  name  of  God,  and  gospel  truths  generally.  ...  We  com- 
menced our  Temperance  work  with  fear  and  trembling ;  but  we  bave 
had  reason  to  say,  '  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.'    We  find  it  « 
useful  auxiliary  to  our  Evangelistic  and  other  Christian  work  "  {^^^*^j^. 
in  Linlithgow  Presbytery).    "  Congregational  Abstinence  Society,  founded 
in  1879,  with  over  200  members.     Band  of  Hope,  over  300,  meets  evcrj 
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fednesday  from  six  to  seven  for  addresses,  dialogues,  readings,  and 
lusic— rocal  and  instrumental.  Savings  Bank  connected  with  Band  of 
Tope;  about  200  depositors.  Instances  known  in  which,  through  the 
ifltimonj  thus  borne  bj  the  children  against  intemperance,  parents  have 
iscontinued  their  drinking  habiu  "  {Nairn).  "  Congregational  Abstin- 
Dce  Societies  in  all  our  congregations  but  two,  one  of  which  is  a  new 
liarge  without  a  minbter.  Tl^  of  these  Societies  number  respectively 
(H),  660,  and  780.  The  answer  from  the  two  largest  to  the  inquiry  as 
» resulte  is :  <  Great  blessing/  '  Debates  at  monthly  meetings  found 
ttractive  for  young  men.  Minister  usually  presides.  ...  All  our 
ioidters  are  abstainers ' "  (Lewis). 

III.  Present  aspects  of  the  Temperance  cause  in  the  Country. — Several 

these  are  sufficiently  indicated  in  the  preceding  extracts.  Among  the 
tost  notable  is  the  increasing  success  of  the  coffee-house  movement, 
>th  in  town  and  country  districts.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Coffee  Tavern  Co.,"  London,  held  on  26th  February  1880,  Lord 
•erby  said : — **  He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  testify  to  the  growing  success 
I  the  movement  in  the  large  northern  towns  with  which  he  happened 
*  be  connected.  Both  in  Liverpool  and  Manchester  their  progress  had 
ien  marked  and  satisfactory,  showing  that  there  was  a  real  public  want 
hich  they  were  supplying,  and  that  such  undertakings  would  not  fail 
tcept  in  consequence  of  mismanagement.  People  sometimes,  in  oppos- 
(g  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  said  they  were  against  temperance  by  com- 
<^ion.  He  (the  noble  Lord)  rather  leant  to  that  view ;  but  there  was 
'tother  side  to  the  question,  and  that  was,  that  in  many  of  the  large 
>wns  there  was  something  very  like  inten^>erance  by  compulsion.  He 
^  not  only  for  local  option,  but  for  personal  option.  As  matters  stood, 
'f  re  were  many  places  where  a  working  man  had  no  choice  between 
noking  beer  and  going  dry.  ...  A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  late 
^ut  the  peasantry  becoming  owners  of  land,  and  having  gardens,  and 
'Ids,  and  farms  of  their  own.  A  rather  high  price  for  an  acre  of  land 
oald  be  £60,  which  was  about  threepence  for  every  square  yard.  He 
ondered  how  many  working  men  knew,  when  they  ordered  three 
'°ny  worth  of  beer  or  spirits,  that  they  were  swallowing  down  a  square 
^  of  good  agricultural  land.  Supposing  that  out  of  our  national 
jnking  bill  of  £140,000,000  we  could  save  yearly  only  £60,000,000, 
hicU  would  not  be  a  very  severe  tax  upon  the  abstinence  of  the  drinking 
!>PQlation,  and  if  that  were  continued  for  ten  years,  how  much  land  do 
^u  suppose  could  be  purchased  out  of  that  saving  ?  It  would  amount  to 
^>000,000  acres,  or  just  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  soil  of  this  island. 

^*He  did  not  think  it  was  generally  known  to  drinkers  that  when 
^^7  purchased  sixpence  worth  of  spirits  they  were  handing  over  five- 
BQce  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  did  not  wish  to  be 
^^ught  unpatriotic,  but  he  certainly  should  not  object  to  see  a  diminu- 
OQ  of  the  revenue  in  that  direction.  Such  a  decrease  would  be  more 
^^n  o;>mpen8ated  for  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sober  and 
^^Wous  people  which  would  arise  therefrom." 

^e  Report' submitted  to  the  meeting  showed  the  23  establishments  of 

^^  Company  in  London  to  have  from  14,000  to  15,000  customers  per  diem, 

^  upwards  of  5,000,000  per  annum.    The  statistics  of  a  week  were  78,1 04 

I'ps of  coffee,  tea,  or  cocoa;  8256  lbs.  of  meat ;  8656  basins  of  soup; 
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273  lbs.  of  sugar;  884  lbs.  of  butter ;  and  10,153  loaves  of  bread.   Finn* 
ciallj,  the  Company  is  in  a  yery  satiBfactorj  state,  the  net  profiii 
amounting  to  11  per  cent,  on  the  paid-up  capital,  enabling  the  Diredoi 
to  write  off  £1832  for  depreciation,  pay  a  5  per  cent  diTidend,  d 
carry  forward  a  good  balance. 

In  this  connection,  the  Committee  are  glad  to  note  the  estabibliasrt 
of  the  Edinburgh  Cafe  Company  (Limited),  whidi  is  deugned  to  em: 
the  want  of  a  suitable  refreshment-room  for  the  upper  and  middle  dM& 
without  alcoholic  drinks. 

That  the  <'  British  Women's  Temperance  AssodatioQ ''  hai  hai 
spreading  its  branches  in  Scotland  during  the  past  year  is  hot  one  proof 
among  many  others  of  the  increasing  interest  taken  in  the  Teopenace 
cause  by  women  in  all  ranks  of  society.  The  Committee  hail  ^asa 
most  hopeful  sign.  They  believe  that  none  can  do  more  than  th«Tooeii 
of  the  country,  acting  in  their  own  proper  sphere,  to  raise  the  whole tau of 
feeling  in  the  community  regarding  Intemperance,  and  to  creite  tsi 
concentrate  such  a  force  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject  as  will  prosit 
and  warrant  effective  legislation. 

Another  token  for  good  is  the  manifest  deepening  and  streogthoiog 
of  the  interest  in  Temperance  questions  among  our  students  and  joaafl 
ministers.     The    New   College  Temperance  Society, — which  bas  ■ 
abstaining  and  a  non-abstaining  section,  like  the  Church  of  Eogl0^ 
Society, — numbers  about  80  members,  and  has  for  its  objects  **thefcn» 
tion  of  a  sound  opinion  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Church  in  reUoflD  n 
Intemperance ;  the  consideration  of  substitutes  for  present  temptatiosio 
drunkenness ;  the  furtherance  of  all  efforts  made  by  others,  wfsti 
consistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  Society;  and  the  prooodaof 
union  for  special  prayer  for  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  moTseat 
This  Society,  in  combination  with   the  University  Total  Abi&9^ 
Society,  has  done  good  service  for  the  last  two  years  by  arnafff  ^ 
public  meetings  and  lectures  in  our  Assembly  Hall  on  the  t^^ 
Temperance.     At  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  the  basis  is  Total  Ato^oeBct, 
pure  and  simple.     ^^The  aim  of  the  Society  (at  Glasgow)  is  ^}^j 
together  the  abstainers  in  the  College,  to  encourage  the  adopci<!n^ 
total  abstinence  principles  by  the  students,  and  to  aid  in  the  promotKA 
of  Temperance  generally."     More  than  two-thirds  of  the  studtfits  at  the 
College  are  on  the  Society's  BoU,  and  out  of  85  first-year  students  36 
are  abstainers.     In    Aberdeen  more  than   half   of   the  students  vt 
abstainers.     (Cf.  College  Calendar  for  1880-81,  pp.  42,  66,  68.) 

Temperance  questions  held  a  prominent  place  in  the  recent  electioQ^ 
and  an  overwhelming  majority  of  Scottish  members  go  up  to  Parlian«t 
distinctly  pledged  to  '^  local  option  "  in  one  form  or  other.  With  nspc^^ 
to  this,  your  Committee  regard  it  as  of  great  importance  to  bring  on 
some  general  principles  upon  which  the  Assembly,  it  is  hoped,  msj  Q0[^' 
apart  from  particular  modes  of  applying  them,  as  to  which  we  VJ^^ 
*^  Local  option  "  is  in  itself  a  somewhat  ambiguous  phrase;  local  eontni 
of  the  drink  traffic,  or  some  similar  expression,  appears  to  jour  C<^ 
mittee  to  be  preferable.     The  terms  of  Sir  W.  Lawson's  Resolution*  9^^ 

•  "  That  iDasmuch  as  the  ancient  and  avowed  object  of  lioensing  the  •«|j.^  ^^f"* 
eating  liquor  is  to  supply  a  supposed  public  want  without  detriment  to  the  pubuc  ^^^ 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  a  legal  power  of  restraininff  the  iamie  or  nnevid  ^JL"fj  _ 
should  be  plaeed  in  the  hands  of  tne  persons  most  deeply  interested  ana  ^^^ 
namely,  the  inhabitants  themselves— who  are  entitled  to  protection  from  the  uu^"^ 
consequences  of  the  present  system  by  some  efficient  meaenre  of  local  optioiL 
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9  point  to  a  negiUtve  control,  orrestraintf  a  power  toikefp>within>  certain 
imits,  to  diminiah  or  to  abolish,  bat  not  a^  power  to  iBcrea8e,'Bheald  that 
le  the  wish  of  the  majority.     If  such  a  •  negative  power  ocmld  be^  com- 
noed  with  an  enactment  of  a  maximum  number  of  licensed  houses  to  a 
[iren  population,  ha^end  which  thej  should  not  be  allowed  to  go,  but 
dow  which  they  might  be  *  reduced  to  any  amount  by  the  voice  of  the 
atepajers,  expressed  in  -some  suitable  way,  your ' Committee  are  of 
pinioQ  that  a  ^reat  step  in  the  right  direction  would  have  been  made. 
As  to  the  best  method  of  carrying  out  such  a  principle  of  local  control, 
lere  is  room  for  dffference  ofgudgment,  and  much  deliberate  considera- 
00  will  be  required.     Tour  Committee  still  incline  to  the  plan  suggested 
7  them  in  their  Reports  of  1878  and  1879.     They  think  that  the  con- 
t>I  above  referred  to  •  might  reasonably  be  intrusted  io  local  licensing 
oards,  chosen  for  the  purpose  by  the  rate-payers,  and  responsible  to 
Km.    Such  boards  might  be  associated  to  some  extent  with  the  existing 
censing  authorities,  so  as  to  smooth  the  transition  from  the  old  system 
ft  the  new;  and  such  matters  as  the  hours  for  closing,  the  selling  of 
^or  apart  from  food,  etc,  might  be  submitted  to  them.     The'Com- 
ittee  believe  that  if  the  principle  of  local  representative  government, 
nth  which  we,  as  Presbyterians,  are  so  familar  in  the  Church,  were 
SEectively  applied  in   the   commonwealth   by   some  enlightened    and 
fltriotic  Government  to  'the  control  of  the  drink  traffic,  as  well  'as  to 
tber  departnoents,  the  result  would  be  fraught  with  the  greatest  blessings 
}  the  cause  of  rriigion  and  morality  in  the  land. 
Id  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  surest: — 
(I.)  That  the  Assembly  hold  a  private  conference  on  Temperance, 
pen  to  all  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Church,  on  an  early  day  during 
leir  sittings.     Time  of  speeches  to  be  limited. 

(2.)  That  an  evening  sederunt  be  secured,  if  at  all  possible,  for  the 
iTing  in  of  the  •  Temperance  Report.  The  'Committee  submit  that  this 
^qoest  is  justified  by  the  large  attendance  of  the  general  public,  and  the 
^7  interest  shown  in  the  proceedings  in  the  last  two  Asseniblies  when 
us  was  done. 

(3.)  That  the  Assembly  petition  Parliament  in  favour  of  earlier  closing 
f  public-houses,  and  a  measure  of  ''  Local  Option  ".  (as  above  defined) 
'Scotland,  in  support  of  Sabbath  closing  for  England,  and  an  exten- 
OQ  of  the  Act  recently  passed  for  Ireland,  aad  •  that  they  renew  their 
ipportofSir  W.  Lawson's  Resolution. 

(i)  That  the  Assembly  renew  their  instructions  to  'Ministers,  Sessions, 
^^  Presbyteries  (see  p.  2),  and  commend  afresh  the  whole  subject  of 
derailing  intemperance  to  the  earnest  attention  of  all  office-bearers  and 
ambers  of  the  Church ;  and,  in  particular,  that  the  Assembly  enforce  the 
1^7  of  discouraging,  in  all  suitable  ways, 'both  by  influence  and  example, 
le  drinking  usages  of  the  country. 

In  name  and  by  authority- of  the  Commiitee^ 

WM.  KIDSTON,  Convener. 

D.  D.  BANNERMAN,  Secretary. 
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The  limited  space  provided  for  Members  was  referred  to  at  last  General 
Asemblj.  In  the  part  of  the  House  specially  appropriated  to  them 
^re  is  not  room  for  500  when  eyery  ayailable  seat  is  occopied,  yet 
tbe  Dmnber  returned  in  1879  was  736,  and  this  year  it  is  744  The 
Vembers  who  cannot  be  accommodated  in  the  centre  of  the  Hall  have 
» portion  of  the  West  Gallery  allotted  to  them. 

This  is,  for  many  reasons,  not  satisfactory,  and  especially  when  a  vote 
n^mres  to  be  taken.  Besides,  it  encroaches  seriously  upon  the  space 
which  has  hitherto  been  afforded  to  ministers  and  elders,  and  other  office- 
Warers  of  the  Church  not  Members,  as  well  as  to  the  general  public,  and 
vhich  is  eagerly  taken  advantage  o£  This  will  be  realised  when  it  is 
nnderstood  that  the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  West  Gallery  would 
^  required  as  additional  accommodation  for  Members  alone. 

The  only  question  is  as  to  the  suitable  remedy.  In  considering  this, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable,  if  possible,  to  have  one 
^panted  part  of  the  House  available  for  Members,  while  it  is  not  neces- 
^  in  this  part  to  have  room  for  the  whole  number  of  Members,  as  they 
^  never  all  present  at  one  time.  If  the  existing  representation  of  Pres- 
byteries is  to  remain,  probably  in  the  Members'  part  of  the  House  there 
^oald  be  accommodation  for  700.  The  Committee  were  instructed  last 
/^r  to  report  to  this  Assembly  what  alterations  they  would  suggest,  or 
whether  they  thought  an  enlargement  of  the  Hall  desirable.  The  Com- 
nuttee  regret  they  are  not  yet  able  to  report  upon  these  points,  and  they 
^onld  be  glad  if  the  Assembly  should  see  meet  to  renew  a  similar  instruc- 
tion this  year.  It  is  obvious  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  make 
changes  on  the  centre  part  of  the  Hall,  if  the  Hall  is  to  be  subsequently 
enlarged*,  and  it  would  not  be  wise  to  enlarge  the  Hall  unless  there 
^ere  a  decided  opinion  in  favour  of  this  step.  The  Committee  are  anxious 
to  have  the  matter  further  considered,  and,  for  this  reason,  crave  a  con- 
tmnance  of  last  year's  instructions.  They  are  glad  to  report,  as  regards 
fiinda,  that  their  debt  is  nearly  discharged,  the  balance  due  by  them  last 
7^  of  £229,  having  been  now  reduced  to  £14.  From  this,  however,  it 
^lu  be  seen  that  they  have  no  funds  to  depend  upon  at  present  to  meet 
*t^y  large  expenditure. 

P.  BEOWN  DOUGLAS, 
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REPORT    OF    THE   COMMITTEE 


ON 


DISBUPTION  EECOEDS. 


MAY  1880. 


DuRiNa  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  received  the  following 
liiions  to  the  MSS.  already  in  their  possession,  viz.  : — 

Disruption  notices  of  Burntisland  and  its  neighbourhood,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  CouPKR,  of  Burntisland. 

Disruption  Reminiscences,  in  connection  with  the  Presbytery  of 
Forfar,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Fekqusson,  of  Leven,  formerly  of 
Dunnichen. 

Notes  on  the  Revival  in  Skye  in  1842,  by  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Frassk,  of  Kirkhill. 

Kesolis  in  Disruption  times,  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Macoulloch,  Edin- 
burgh. 

Ballantrae,  a  Sketch  of  Disruption  times,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Lands- 
BOROUon,  Kilmarnock. 

Notice  of  the  parish  of  Torosay  in  the  island  of  Mull,  by  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Fletcher,  Muthil. 

The  Committee  are  also  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Walker  of  St. 
Thomas,  Ontario,  Upper  Canada,  for  an  account  of  the  Dis- 
ruption in  Kilcalmonell,  Kintyre.  In  1848  he  was  teacher 
of  a  school  in  that  parish  in  connection  with  the  Society  for 
Propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  and  was  expelled. 

There  have  been  greater  difficulties  than  were  at  first  expected  in  the 
'«paration  of  the  third  part  of  the  "  Annals  of  the  Disruption."  The 
^^a\lUee  trust  that  it  will  be  ready  for  publication  in  the  course  of 
^'6  present  year. 

In  name  of  the  Cornmitteey 

THOxMAS  BROWN,  Convener. 
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OF  THE 


PSALMODY  COMMITTEE 


MAY    18  80. 


I. — CfiRTlFICATEa 

Fot'R  persons  have  in  the  course  of  the  year  applied  for  and  taken  the 
Committee's  Certificate,  viz. : — 

Mr.  John  Asher,  examiDed  by  Mr.  Roddie  of  Inverness. 

Mr.  James  M'Clery,  of  MancbeBter,  examined  by  Mr.  Anderson  of  Glasgow. 

Mr.  James  M'Clery  of  Mauchline,  do. 

Mr.  John  H.  Gumming  of  Wemyss  Bay,  do. 

0/  these  the  first  and  third  have  taken  the  Lower  ^  the  other  two,  the  Higher 

Certificate, 

II. — Sales  of  Books. 

Three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  copies  have  been  sold 
from  1st  January  1879  to  Ist  January  1880 ;  being  1327  in  the  staff,  and 
2455  in  the  8ol-Fa  notation.  This  is  an  increase  over  last  year's  sales 
of  298.  The  sales,  as  in  former  years,  have  been  chiefly  of  the  complete 
book ;  only,  104  copies  of  the  Psalmody,  and  42  of  the  Psalms  with 
music,  having  been  disposed  of.  The  total  number  of  sales  since  1873 
has  been  45,155.    The  Royalties  for  this  year  have  amounted  to  £12, 16s. 

III. — Secretary's  Work. 

The  Committee  direct  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  his  Report,  as 
contained  in  the  Appendix.  Through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Eidston  of 
Femiegair,  the  sum  of  £12,  16s.,  derived  from  the  Royalties,  has  been 
supplemented  to  the  extent  of  £37,  48.,  so  that  he  has  received  for  this 
year  £50,  in  recognition  of  his  services. 
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IV, — Emplotuemt  of  Tbavelling  Tbachebs. 

The  Committee's  appeal  for  funds  on  behalf  of  this  object  has  not  h^ 
responded  to,  only  £13  having  been  received.  The  Committee,  thereL: 
have  not  as  yet  entered  upon  this  field. 

V. — Supplement  to  the  Scottish  Psalmody. 

The  Committee,  under  the  belief  that  the  present  collection  of  Fma 
tunes  is  felt  by  many  congregations  to  be  too  small,  have  been  tuiog 
steps  towards  the  publication  of  a  supplement.  Nothing,  however, bs 
yet  been  done.  In  this  matter  the  Committee  will  be  glad  to  ^ctJe 
the  advice  of  the  Assembly. 

JOHN  THOMSOX. 

CoHtXtter, 
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APPENDIX. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Dmnro  the  past  year  I  have  had  much  pleasure  in  visiting  the  congregations 
{  the  Free  Church  at  Garvald  in  Haddingtonshire,  Inverness  Free  High  Church, 
laim,  Invergordon,  Kinross,  Blairgowrie,  and  St.  Ninian's,  Leith,  and  in  all  these 
tlaces  have  been  most  kindly  received.  I  have  also  visited  other  congregations 
n  various  localities,  to  assist  in  examining  candidates  for  the  office  of  precentor, 
lod  advising  as  to  arrangements  for  the  improvement  of  the  service  of  praise. 
At  all  public  meetings  there  have  usually  been  large  audiences,  and  there  is  evi- 
lently  a  growing  interest  in  the  subject  of  psalmody,  and  a  desire  for  information 
iud  musical  education  among  the  people.  From  several  parts  of  the  country 
We  invitations  to  give  addresses  during  next  season,  and  choirs  are  preparing 
»  giye  illustrations. 

The  demand  is  incessant  from  town  and  country  for  properly  qualified  precentors, 
rhe  gradual  improvement  of  taste  among  the  people  leads  them  to  expect  higher 
Kqnirementa  in  the  precentor's  desk  ;  especially  there  is  a  growing  demand  that 
&  psa]mody  of  the  congregation  shall  be  conducted  in  an  intelligent  manner, 
vith  8ome  taste  and  expression,  so  that  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the  words  may 
^  understood  by  the  people,  and  that  the  music  may  be  such  that  all  may  be 
ible  to  join  in  the  service. 

In  the  great  desire  for  musical  education  which  has  been  so  much  evidenced  of 

hte,  there  has  been  unfortunately  little  attention  paid  to  the  first  and  chief  part 

of  our  congregational  praise — the  words.     These  have  been  to  a  great  extent 

(overlooked,  and  musical  culture  alone  attended  to ;  the  result  has  been  that 

tmang  candidates  for  a  precentorship  any  amount  requisite  can  be  found  of  mere 

wu^ieal  knowledge,  but  there  exists  a  sad  deficiency  of  tact  and  skill  in  the  practi- 

''al  application  of  it.     As  an  exemplification  of  this  state  of  matters,  I  may  state 

that  recently  two  congregations  offering  the  highest  salaries  after  advertising  for 

ludidates,  had  between  them  83  applicants  with  plenty  of  theoretical  knowledge, 

^d  certificates  of  thorough  musical  education,  yet  among  them  all  not  one  could 

"f  found  who  could  conduct  the  psalmody  of  the  congregations  in  a  satisfactory 

i&uxner — ^the  universal  ground  of  complaint  being  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 

correct  pronunciation,  and  articulation  of  the  words,  and  a  want  of  taste  and 

expression  in  singing.     It  is  most  desirable  that  very  special  attention  may  be 

P^ifi  to  the  cultivation  of  language,  and  to  the  application  of  music  to  words, 

<^tb«rwi8e  we  need  not  look  for  any  improvement  in  our  congregational  praise. 

Wentors*  salaries  have  greatly  increased  of  late,  and  congregations  who  pay 

il>erally  are  surely  entitled  to  have  the  service  of  praise  conducted  in  an  intelligible 

*fi<i  hecoming  manner. 

The  combination  of  a  good  leader,  and  a  good  teacher  of  music,  is  so  very  rare, 
|hat  it  seems  desirable  that  congregations  should  in  the  first  place  secure  the 
f-^rmer  of  these  without  reference  to  teaching  qualifications,  and  when  engaging 
*Iffecentor  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  employ  the 
services  of  a  qualified  teacher  as  may  suit  their  convenience.    Many  good  lea^^lera 
"e  not  possessed  of  the  art  of  teaching,  and  consequenUy  every  attempt  *«  secure 
«tteudance  at  ch&sses  and  practisings  ends  in  disappointment  and  failure.    W  hen  a 
Precentor  is  a  qualified  teacher,  by  all  means  he  should  be  employed  m  this  work, 
*ni  Tcmunerated  for  it,  but  generally  speaking  it  wUl  be  found  that  better  results 
^^  be  attained  in  the  improvement  of  congregational  praise,  if  the  precentor 
attend  carefuUy  to  his  proper  work  as  leader,  and  that  the  services  of  an  expert- 
*^^^  teacher  are  secured  for  the  teaching  and  training  of  congregational  classes. 
.  I  shaU  he  gl«d  at  all  times  to  hear  from  ministers  and  congregations  desiring  «. 
^t,  or  any  assistance  that  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  give. 

COLIN  BROWN,  Secretary. 

Gusoow,  192  Hope  Street. 
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COMMITTEE  ON   CHURCH   RATES. 


MAY  1880. 


It  is  a  well-knowD  lad  that  the  preTioas  liberal'  Gbvernment  admitted 

vA  the  Chnrcli  Bate^  as  intposed  and  collected  in  Scotland,  was  a 

ieT&Dce  which  ought  to  be  remedied^  bat  owing  to  their  hands  being 

Ilj  occapied  in  dealing  with  greater  evils,  nothing  was  done  bj  them 

the  way  of  secnring  anj  deliverance  from  this  imposition.. 

The  Government  which  has  recently  oome  to  an  end  made  the  same 

Imission  as  its  predecessor^  but  being  fully  engrossed  with  other  matters^ 

of  course  did  nothing    in  the    way  of  securing  relief  from   this 

justice. 

Now  that  a  Liberal  Government  is  again  in  power^  it  might  be 
cpected  that  at  last  something  would  be  done  about  this  admitted  evil ; 
it  with  the  amount  of  necessary  work  which  must  be  done^  and  the 
nited  time  in  which  to  do  it,  it  is  vain  to  look  to  the  GU)venvment  for  a 
iD  on  this  matter  during  the  present  session  of  Parliament. 
Bach  being  the  state  of  matters^  in  so  far  as  the  Government  is 
mcemed,  your  Committee  has  further  learnt  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
'Mr.  McLaren  to  re-introduce  his  Bill,  at  least  during  this  session. 
Your  Committee  is  not  in  the  least  degree  surprised  at  this,  for  his 
iOToagh  and  persevering  efforts  were  all  made  for  the  purpose  of  freeing 
le  Established  Church  from  what  has  long  been  one  of  her  running  sores, 
It  instead  of  receiving  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  Ministers  of 
lat  Church,  which  he  richly  deserved^  he  encountered  only  opposition 
ad  reproach.  The  only  thing  your  Committee  can  at  present  do  is  to 
eep  its  eyes  on  what  goes  on  under  this  unjust  law,  and  when  a  fair 
v:asion  arises,  to  press  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of  so  dealing 
ith  it,  that  the  injustice  of  it  shall  take  end. 

A.  H.  COWAN,  Convener.  - 
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MAEHIAGE  AFFINITY  BILL 


MAY    18ff0. 


Thi  Comkittsb  hare  not  felt  it  needful  to  take  any  action  since  last 
Asaemblj.  The  progress  of  the  BiH  introduced  in  the  last  Session  of  the 
^  Parliament,,  against  which  the  Commission  in  March  petitioned,  was 
ttrested  by  the  Dissolution  y  and  the  question  has  not  been  brought  for- 
ward in  the  elections  to  the  new  Parliament.  But  it  is  very  likely  that 
Aose  who  desire  that  Marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister  should  be 
^alised  will  make  efforts  in  a  new  Parliament  with  increased  energy  and 
kpe  to  obtain  their  object ;  and  therefore  it  is  important  that  all  who 
^bink  that  such  a  change  would  be  against  the  Divine  Law,  and  injurious 
to  public  morality,  should  be  vigilant  and  active  in  expressing  their  opposi- 
tion to  iU  The  Committee  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  ministers, 
oMen,  and  members  of  the  Church  to  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
refer  to  the  statement  embodied  in  their  Report  of  last  year  on  the 
groimda  of  opposition  to  the  measure  in  question. 

JAS.  S.  CANDLISH,  D.D., 

Convener, 
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Duty  of  Systematic  Giving  to  the  Cause  of  Christ. 


MAY   1880. 


Amid  the  many  engrossing  topics  which  have  occupied  the  minds  of  men 
ioring  the  last  year,  none  can  have  come  more  forcibly  before  those 
fbo  are  thought^  and  widely  sympathetic,  than  the  ever  increasing 
leed  for  Christian  life  and  work.  And  sorely  there  are  few  means  of 
(trnmlatiDg  the  Christian  life  of  individuals,  and  aiding  the  Christian 
rork  of  the  Church,  than  a  deepening  sense  of  the  responsibility  of 
iewardship,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  enlarges  the  willingness  to  lay 
pfts  on  God's  altar,  and  by  consequence,  on  the  ether,  supplies  the  means 
vithoat  which  the  great  werk  of  die  Church  on  and  in  the  world  cannot 
)e  carried  on. 

The  Committee  continue  to  repeat  and  to  impress  upon  the  Church, 
Jiat  the  principle  which  it  is  their  province  to  advocate  is  the  ezpedi- 
-ncj,  nay  more,  the  duty  of  Ststsu  in  laying  aside  a  stated  portion  of 
Ddividual  income  for  the  service  of  the  Lord,  who  gave  Himself  for  men, 
Ad  who  with  Himself  freely  gives  all  things. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  principle  is  making 
progress  in  general  acceptance.  During  the  year  communications  have 
^een  received  from  two  places  abroad,  on  the  subject.  In  the  one  case, 
inder  the  auspices  of  one  of  our  own  ministers,  prizes  for  essays  on  the 
abject  have  been  offered  in  Italy.  In  the  other  instance,  a  letter 
tas  been  received  asking  information,  from  the  Convener  of  a  Committee 
•Q  giving,  appointed  by  the  Sjnod  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  in 
connection  wiUi  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada.  In  our  own 
Church  there  is  also  substantial  ground  for  the  hope  that  the  people 
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are  year  by  year  becoming  more  aliye  to  the  duty  and  to  tbe  pnTiled 
of  statedly  settine  apart  a  proportion  of  their  substance  for  the  CliureU 
special  work.  This  duty  and  privilege  Were  so  well  set  forth  by  Jk 
Wilson,  in  bringing  up  the  Report  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  in  tk 
Assembly  of  1879,  that  the  Committee  take  the  liberty  of  reprododf ! 
his  remarks.     They  were  these  : — 

"  According  as  the  Church  has  been  seeking  to  satc  the  lost^  the  treMoaik 
has  scattered  have  been  returned  seven-feld  into  her  own  bosom.     And  tiatatl:, 
which  is  so  manifest  in  the  aspect  now  indicated,  extends  over  the  whole  ^saii 
of  Christian  life  and  action.     God  Confers  gifts  thai  they  may  be  pa",  ti 
profitable  use,  and  when  they  are  not  occupied  they  are  either  withdnn  er 
become  a  curse  to  their  possessor.     This  is  empkaticaUy  trme  in  regard  to  m 
possession  and  distribution  of  worldly  wealth.     For  this  also  is  of  God,  c^i 
received  and  held  nnder  the  same  conditions  as  the  spiritual  gifts  whidi  e<ai 
more  directly  through  the  redemption  and  mediation  of  Jeeus  Christ    Andjiit 
because  our  worldly  means  and  substance  are  more  liable  than  our  spintul  p&i 
to  be  regarded  as  merely  secular  things  to  be  devoted  to  worldly  objecte,  ^ 
are  very  special  promises  attached  to  the  oonsecratien  of  them  to  religioiu  ei^ 
including,  of  course,  charity  to  the  poor  and  helpless.     It  is  in  reference  to  aA 
consecration  that  it  is  said,  'There  is  that  scaUereth  and  yet  incretwth;ai 
there  Ib  that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet»  and  it  tendeth  to  poyertj,'  >  stit>> 
ment  which,  however  paradoxical  it  may  appear,  has  been  realised  in  tbed^f 
experience  of  men.    And  to  a  similar  effect  we  have  the  exhortation  and  praiiii^ 
*  Honour  the  Lord  with  thy  substance,  and  with  the  first-fruits  of  iD  tksi 
increase ;  so  shall  thy  bams  be  fiUed  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  ituD  ^ 
out  with  new  wine.*     Or  the  yet  more  emphatic  statement  in  Malachi,  iN 
ye  also  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine  hai,f^ 
prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  il  I  will  not  openi^t^ 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  btna 
enough  to  receive  it.'    Just  as  any  spiritual  gift  increases  by  the  lisbitBaiii* 
faithful  use  of  it,  so  men  are  enriched  by  the  consecration  of  their  v(i)tk  tt 
divine  uses.     And  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  true  of  both  kinds  of  gifts  tbtn^ 
they  are  devoted  to  the  ends  for  which  they  were  bestowed,  they  tend  to  een^ 
tion.     The  bread  which  God  sends  from  heaven,  if  it  is  not  used,  stinksli^c* 
unused  manna,  and  becomes  an  offence.    We  cannot  doubt,  moreover,  tltttk^ 
is  a  double  blessing  in  the  sacred  use  of  worldly  wealth.     There  is  not  only  '•« 
promised  blessing  of  the  increase  of  it,  when  the  Lord  is  honoured  with  our  n> 
stance,  but  there  is  besides  an  increase  of  spiritual  blessings.     Itisameau" 
grace  and  an  instmrnent  of  revival  to  give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  ss.  » 
cannot  but  be  that  a  man  who  makes. conscience  of  his  giving,  who  co'uA'^ 
himself  to  consider  and  deliberate  as  to  the  claims  made  upon  his  liberabtf.  «■ 
what  he  ought  to  do  to  meet  them,  in  the  knowledge  and  remembrsaa  of  tiii 
Lord  Jesus  Christ, — it  cannot  bat  be  that  such  a  man  shall  have  a  deeper  inter^ 
in  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  have  his  heart  and  mind  more  occupied  with  it  *^ 
be  brought  into  closer  fellowship  with  the  Saviour,  and  be  more  largely  ft  p*!^^ 
of  His  fulness.    Such  Christians  as  these  enter  into  the  experience  of  ^  ^ 
disciples  after  the  Pentecost,  and  'eat  their  meat  with  gladness  and  8tngI«o<^^ 
heart;  praising  God  and  having  favour  with  all  the  people.'    I  entertvot^ 
confident  expectation  that  the  temporal  disasters  which  have  fallen  vpoo  n  iv^ 
during  the  past  year,  while  they  have  injuriously  affected,  as  they  could  not  v 
to  do,  the  amount  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  for  the  year  now  ended,  viU  ^ 
mately  tend  greatly  to  increase  it.     These  disasters  are  fitted  to  srreet  the* 
for  riches,  and  to  loosen  the  hold  which  worldly  wealth  has  upon  the  ^^^ 
heart,  and  there  are  not  a  feW  members  of  this  Church  who  have  been  >f"^^ 
the  misfortunes  of  their  brethren  to  the  exercise  of  a  more  enlsiiged  libenliv 
the  influence  of  which  will  not  be  lost.     It  is  believed  that  these  will  not  recefl' 
from  the  advanced  position  they  have  taken,  but  tha^  realising  how  tme  it » 
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bt  it  is  more  blessed  to  gire  than  to  receive,  they  will  forget  the  things  that 
re  behind,  and  reach  forth  onto  those  that  are  before,  provoking  one  another 
lore  and  more  unto  love  and  good  works." 

The  Assembly  is  recommended  to  re-appoint  the  Committee,  with  power 
)  add  to  their  number,  to  sanction  an  appeal  for  firnds,  and  to  renew  the 
kstractions  as  to  an  annual  sermon  on  the  subject,  or  the  adoption  by 
linitfters  of  such  oUier  pbin  as  may  seem  most  suitable  to  circumstances, 
ir  bringing  the  Duty  of  Systematic  proportional  Giving  to  and  Storing  for 
le  Cause  of  Christ  before,  and  impressing  it  upon  the  minds  and  the 
)mciences  and  the  hearts  of  their  people. 

WM.  FERGUSON,  Convener. 
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Thb  Committee  on  Oe  WdCue  of  tlie  Tooth  of  Oe  Chorek  beg  to  lay 
leir  A«""*^  Beport  on  the  Table  of  the  Amembly.  Ihoogh  aomewhat 
*wer  capdMatea  preeented  themadTee  for  mramfwatjon^  a  mneh  hu'ger 
amber  has  been  engaged  etndjing  the  sabjeeta  preaeribed  by  the  Cmn- 
jtttee  than  daring  the  preTiooa  year.  The  Eaaayiata  alao  are  graUly  in 
xeeaaof  laatyear.  The  nnmber  of  dieta  of  Bzamination  held  on  the  19ih 
nd  20th  April  waa  184.  The  amoont  of  attention  beatowed  on  theae 
zaminationa  by  eorreaponding  membera  and  aaperintendenta  haa  been 


6efore  entering  on  the  detaila  whioh  aeem  to  call  far  apeeial  notiee,  the 
Sommittee  deaire  to  acknowledge  the  yahiable  aasiatance  receiTed  in 
be  ready  and  generona  reaponae  of  membera  of  the  Church  to  the  appeal 
aade  for  lun£  by  the  Committee'a  Treasorer,  W.  Fergoaon,  Eaq.  of 
Linmandy,  laat  year,  and  again  thia  year  by  the  ConTener&  Eren  though 
be  reqnirementa  of  the  COTimittee  were  greater  last  year  than  they  are 
his  aeaaon,  the  reqniaite  amoont  was  aopplied  with  the  moat  encooraging 
xpreaaiona  of  intereat  and  appreciation.  As  the  woric  grows,  the 
lemanda  increaae,  and  the  ayllaboa  thia  year  proposed  will  reqoire  at 
east  aa  much  peconiary  aopport  aa  waa  last  year  rendered  necessary. 

The  Reports  of  examinera  of  esaaya  are  Uie  beat  cTidence  that  can  be 
;iven  of  the  gteatneaa  and  valoe  of  the  work  in  which  oor  Ghorch  haa 
^oen  pririleffed  to  lead  the  way  in  thia  coontry.  The  bolk  of  the  Report 
lecessarily  beara  09  the  examination  diTisiona,  hot  the  eaaay  depart- 
Dent  .will  always  be  that  which  will  draw. forth  and  give  scope  for  the 
aanifeatation  of  the  more*  deTcloped  mental  Tigoor  of  oor  yooth. 

The  Committee  hare  been  pleased  to  learn  that  in  Tariooa  Presbyteries 
uDd  many  congregations  arrangements  have  been  carried  oot  for  giving 
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^Beparatef^riies  sodordipg  to  tite «tandltrd  of  ezcelkiioe attained  by th 
own  put)U8.  It  Mod  df  these  FrlSsbjfiBri^  separate  competitioni  tic  bd 
as  in  Dumbarton  and  Ayr;  in  otbera,  n  in  Orkney,  tbe  prises  are  den 
mined  by  the  resolts  of  the  Oommittoe's  examinations,  which  are  ^ 
supplied  when  asked  for.  The  Oommittee  believe  this  latter  metbnd  A 
more  likely  to  secure  the  progress  and  efficiency  of  the  scheme,  bot  htn 
had  no  difficulty  in  affording  cordial  sympathy  with  the  more  eliiimft 
process  of  a  double  examination  of  pupils.  As  other  Preebyterw  uj 
probably  feel  the  desirableness  of  thus  encouragine  the  studies  of  tkjisti 
within  their  bouiidi%  ih#  icbenie  addp^d  by  .tlM  Pi^esbyt^ry  of  K\w^ 
O'Neil  is  here  given.  The  general  regulations  are  the  same  uk^ 
Assembly's  scheme,  reference  being  made  to  the  Becard  for  October  1^9. 
Then  follow  the  special  arrangements  »-^ 

"  L  Prizes  to  be  given  aocording  to  percentage  of  marks  without  regard  tods 
divinona  made  by  the  Assembly's  Committee,  bat  adhering  to  their  regnUttia 
aatoaglB. 

"  II.  The  Presbytery's  prises  to  be  given  in  addiUom  to  any  pri»i  or  oeitfi 
cates  that  may  be  gained  by  the  candidates  from  the  Assembly's  CommittML 

"  III.  No  Congregation  ^  pariieipato  in  the  prise  fnnd  that  has  not  ooatriboh 
at  least  five  shillings  to  the  fond. 

**The  Presbytery  have  appointed  the  examination  of  candidates  to  be  bcMj 
Clony,  Ballator,  and  Tarland,  tiie  Bev.  Messn.  Murray  and  Nicol,  Moir  aa<i  AM 
Smith  and  West  to  take  charge  of  the  examinations  at  these  places  nugt^^ 
The  examination  will  be  held  in  April  1880." 

I 

In  congregations  where  special  attention  has  been  directed  ^  ^ 
Scheme,  the  results  have  been  noticeable  in  the  large  numbertsiPC^ 
in  ^tudy,  and  in  many  cases  in  tbe  number  of  competitors.  ^ 
ministers  have  felt  it  desirabfe  to  make  a  public  preseDtation  fli  ^ 
prises  albn^  with  the  Assembly's  certificates,  or  in  some  cases  of  tbela^ 
alone.  This  course  has  tended  to  spread  and  increase  intend  n"^ 
studies  among  parents  and  others,  so  that,  generally,  the  workiiix^ 
winter  has  been  more  largely  taken  up  in  these  localities. 

The  results  of  last  year's  examinations  went  far  to  dissipate  a  f^ 
feeling  that  the  large  towns  were  likely  to  monopolise  the  prises  txA  t^ 
tifioates.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  facts  as  then  brou/rht  oat  dov 
seem,  notwithstanding  their  publication  in  the  Record^  to  have  bMO  t« 
generally  considered.  The  folk>wing  Tables  wiU  sufficiently  indicat'  ^^ 
general  the  interest  is  in  the  work  of  the  Committee.  The  first  Tii 
contains  the  Paesbtteribs  which  have  sent  twenty  oompeiitori  «< 
upwards  to  this  year's  competition. 


Tkesbjtmbjmb  (18,) 


Aberdeen, 
Olasffow,  .' 
Edimmlgh, 
Deer, 

Perth.      . 
Strathbogisi 
Kirkcaldy, 
8t.  Andrews, 
-Brechin.  . 


116 
10^ 
58 
85 
'45 
37 
31 
30 


Ayr, 

Klneaidfne  O^Keil, 
Dumharton, 
Orkn^,    • 
Tutriir,     « 
Selkirk.    . 
Paisley,    . 
Caithness 
Sttriing,   • 


TltT. 
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Hie  otlisr  Table  aoatabii  tlie  CoMana^TiONB  which  have  sent  aiz  oomf 
petiton  and  opwarda : — 

OoMGueiiXioiw  (56.) 


UMdnff,    . 

Woodsule  (Aberdeen), 
High,  Aberdeen^ 
West,  Brechin, 
X<v  Dter, .         • 
Newport,    • 
Fairbftira,  Ghy|goir, 
KirkcAldy, 

Huntly,      . 

81  LeonaidV  Teitii, 

Fnterbai^ 

High,  Pauley,     . 

High,  InfemeH^ 

lutt  Brechin, 

tutj  Brooghtjr-Ferry, 

GtlasbielB, 

Keith, 

West,  Aberdeen^ 

leren,         , 

High,Ptetick,     . 
Chryiton,  . 
Cambee,     . 
TarUnd,     . 
Hopeman,  • 
D»rvel, 
Batberfoid,  Aberdeen 
Old  Beer,   . 


22 

Bon  Accord,  Aberdeen, 

8 

17 

North,  StirHng,  .        .         .         . 

•8 

17 

West,  HelenabuT]^    .    •    • 

8 

16 

Knox'a,  Perth,    .        •        .        , 

8 

IB 

Strichen,     •        .        .        •        . 

16 

John  Knox's,  Aberdeen, 

16 

First,  Thurso,     .         .        .         . 

16 

Cluny  (Kincardine  0*^611), 

16 

StromnesA  (Orkneyl,   . 

16 

Pulteneytown  (Wick), 

14 

Newhaven,  (Edkibwgh),     . 

18 

Milnathort,         •        .        ^ 

13 

Levenside,  Benton,     . 

13 

Peterhead, 

6 

12 

High,  Elgin, 

6 

12 

Holbum,  Aberdeen,     . 

6 

11 

Kinning  Park,  Gksgow,      . 

6 

11 

Great  HamUton  Street,  GlsBgonr, 

6 

10 

Dunse,        .         .         .         •         . 

6 

10 

6t.  John's,  Hamilton,  . 

'6 

10 

Prestonkirk, 

6 

10 

East,  Rothesay,  . 

6 

10 

Gourook,    .... 

6 

10 

Alexandria, 

6 

10 

Ladhope,    .... 

6 

10 

Scone,         .... 

6 

9 

Martyr^,  Lochgilphead, 

6 

8 

Gneff,        •        •        •        . 

6 

The  young  people  repreaented  by  these  numbers  are  of  coarse  only  the 
more  enterprising  of  those  engaged  in  study  in  the  respective  districts  and 
WDgregations.  In  University  cities  there  are  many  other  examinations 
pressing  about  the  same  time  as  the  Oommittee's,  and  this  holds  true  like- 
wise in  reference  to  many  inspeotions  of  Public  Schools  throughout  the 
country.  It  may  be  well  to  mention  thst  no  names  have  been  or  wiU  be 
published  by  the  Gonnnittee  except  of  those  whose  essays  and  examina- 
^Q  papers  have  reaehed  the  high  and  honourable  percentage  of  marks 
^ed  for  priaes  and  eertifieates. 

While  the  Committee  would  have  been  glad  had  more  felt  encouraged 
to  come  forward  to  the  competitions,  they  rejoice  to  understand  that  the 
Syllabus  has  been  largely  in  use  throughout  the  Church.  There  are  many 
^^Ue-classes,  with  a  numerous  attendance  engaged  in  these  studies,  which 
l^m  not  sent  a  mngle  competitor.  One  or  two  from  a  class  of  60  or 
^0  is  by  no  means  uncommon.  From  a  return  of  58  congregations  in 
Glasgow,  it  was  ascertained  that  30  congregations  had  been  engaged  in 
the  work  of  the  Committee.  At  these  classes  there  was  an  aggregate 
attendance  of  2729.  From  GUasgow,  only  109  are  competitors.  In  another 
Presbytery,  sending  less  than  80  competitors,  about  600  were  engaged 
over  Uiree  of  the  subjects  prescribed.  These  are  but  specimens  of  what 
^v  prcTailed  in  Jt  large  proportion  of  our  PrcHbyteries.  From  the  know- 
ledge of  these  and  mmilar  facts,  the  Committee  wish  .to  point  out  that 
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•ihe  lists  of  oompetiton,  laige  as  tliey  are,  afford  no  adftqoale  indtettionj 
the  amoant  of  study  originated  and  guided  by  this  OoBiimittse. 

In  Tiew  of  past  ezperienoei  and  at  the  suggestion  of  men  wbo 
bestowed  muoh  thought  and  work  on  this  and  kindred  efforts  for 
the  Committee  this  year  reoommend  a  small  synopsis  of  each  of  tbe 
Scriptural  subjeots  prescribed.  The  one  has  been  framed  from  a 
work  by  Br.  Blsikie  at  Uie  request  of  the  Committee,  and  the  oUicr 
already  been  far  years  in  the  hands  of  many  in  tbe  Church.  It  kiefti 
that  the  possession  of  these  gudes  wiU,  irrespectiTe  of  any  questioof  iiiid 
may  be  set  to  stimulate  inquiry,  produce  a  feeling  of  seeuritj  s  tke 
minds  of  our  young  P^pl®  tnat  the  questions  of  the  CommittMiik 
carefully  confined  to  tne  Text-books  prescribed.  The  examinttioe  pipes 
are  again  printed  in  the  Report,  to  make  still  more  evidetit  that  the  C«- 
mittee  have  been  careful  to  frame  their  examinations  to  meet  the  eueflf 
those  who  have  access  to  no  other  books  than  thooe  fi^ed  by  tka  &■- 
mittee.  Another  matter  has  from  several  quarters  been  represented  s 
the  Committee.  It  may  be  best  explained  by  an  extract  from  a  let^i 
sent  by  one  of  the  corresponding  members : — 

"  I  have  a  strong  feeling  that  our  yonng  people  might  be  led  gndnaDy  to  til 
the  matter  up  with  greater  enthaaiMm  were  aomething  of  the  aam^  kind  chiw 
out  in  our  Sabbath-achoola.  The  London  Sunday  Sdiool  Union  hu  StbbiU 
school  examinatioiia  oonduoted  by  local  parties,  tiie  prises  being  giTca  bj  tki 
Union ;  and  a  number  of  the  children  in  my  Sunday-School  in  — —  ttedto|» 
in  for  them  with  great  enthusiasm.  If  aomething  of  the  same  kind  oooU  || 
attempted  in  the  Free  (%urch,  it  would  get  our  young  people  into  tlw  ^' 
preparing  and  being  examined,  and,  as  in  ererything  elie,  halMt  would  tel" 

In  appending  the  Reports  of  the  Examiners  in  Chief,  the  GsasittK 
feel  that  the  whole  Church  is  under  the  deepest  obligation  to  tks  ^^ 
have  undertaken  so  much  labour  in  this  matter.  Again,  alter  eu^ 
examination  of  each  paper  by  the  Committee,  tbe  50  best  on  eaeb  ^ 
have  been  submitted  for  final  exnmiDation  to  those  who  set  the  pil^ 
and  on  their  decision  the  order  of  prises  and  certificates  has  bees  hi 

BnpoBT  of  T.  MoBBisoN,  Esquire,  Olasgow  F.  C.  N<mnal  CoD^ 

on  the  Examination  on  the  Lira  ot  Paul. 

"  All  the  papera  examined  by  me  ahow  a  veiy  creditable  acquainttfiM  ™ 
the  preaoribed  aubject  on  the  part  of  the  wrttera.  Evidently  the  life  of  Si  Fwl 
has  been  carefully  atudied.  In  almoat  all  the  papeis  the  facta  era  afearijiw 
and  the  general  arrangement  ia  good.  In  aevefal  iaataaces  I  could  bav*  viiW 
that  more  attention  had  been  given  to  the  text  of  Scripture,  and  leai  to  ten> 
booka  on  the  life  of  Paul.  Theae  latter  may  be  very  good,  but  ahould  ia  ao  a* 
be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  careful  atudy  of  the  text  of  Soripton.  Oi* 
object  of  theae  ezaminatione,  I  underatand,  ia  to  deepen  the  acquaintaaoe  of  ^ 
young  people  with  Bible  facta  and  Bible  doctrine ;  the  more  tUa  ia  ^^'^^^ 
atudy  of  the  Bible  itaelf,  the  more  uaeful  may  these  evaminationa  ba  ezpeetwa 
become." 

BiFOBT  of  the  Biv.  Db.  Goold  on  the  Examination  on  the  SBOfttn 

AND  LaBOBB  CATIOHnillBL 

"My  impreaaion  of  the  value  of  the  Scheme,  as  a  wbde,  haa  baen  pf^ 
deepened  by  what  I  have  aeen  of  ita  practical  working:  It  ii  rathar  i"^**?^ 
to  trace  the  difference  in  the  anaweri  to  the  questiena  which  appeal  to  ^.^"7* 
ment,  and  thoae  which  appeal  to  memoiy.    The  oateehnmens  who  aseel  la  <"* 
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former  do  not  excel  in  the  latter,  end  vice  ttrtd.    There  ire  iiiat»ncei^  keweteri 
m  whieh  the  Mune  high  rete  of  ezoeUeooe  is  meintemed  in  both. 

•«  There  eeeme  to  be  a  general  failure  to  bring  oat,  diatinctively  and  folly,  the 
principle  of  grace  in  oonnection  with  the  divine  attributes,  and  in  reference  to 
other  qneetions.'* 

The  RxT.  Proibssob  Cahdushi  D.D.y  reports  on  the  EzamiBations 
oo  6ai*atiamb — 

"  The  papers,  on  the  whole,  are  very  creditable,  I  think,  showing  carefnl  study 
of  the  book,  and  good  knowledge  of  its  oontrats.  The  questions  put  were 
difficult,  mud  I  have  estimated  the  answers  by  a  high  standard." 

Bbit.  Dr.  Butmib's  Bbport  on  the  Examination  on  Palbt'b 

fforoB  FatdinoR, 

**  I  haTe  had  much,  satisfaction  in  reading  the  papers.  They  are  thoronghly 
creditable  to  the  writers.  The  first  and  second  (the  latter  apparently  by  a  young 
lady),  stfe  pre-eminent.  The  first,  in  particular,  is  not  only  full  and  aecurate,  but 
•ccaaioaally  quite  felicitous  in  its  way  of  statinig  the  argument  and  marshalling 
Ae  fsbcta.  The  careful  study  of  Paley's  masterpiece  by  so  many  of  our  youth 
euinot  fail,  by  Qod's  blessing,  to  tell  for  good  in  time  to  come.  .  .  . 

'*  It  ia  due  to  the  examiners  that  I  should  bear  witness  to  the  painstakuig 
aMuracy  of  their  work.  I  had  not  gone  far  in  my  examination  when  I  peroeiTea 
that  I  might  very  well  have  contented  myself  with  drawing  up  a  list  from  their 
markinge.     My  markings  diffSar  from  theiie  only  to  a  trifling  extent. 

**  May  the  Ueesing  of  the  Lord  rest  on  this  good  work  in  behalf  of  the  youth 
of  the  Church." 

Rbport  on  Bflsays  on  Conqubst  of  Canaan. 

**We  have  read  with  all  due  care  the  selected  essays  on  The  Oonqtuat  <^ 
Cammmn  wnder  Jo^uol  Many  of  the  Essajrs  show  remaricable  promise,  both  as 
literary  compoeitiotts  and  as  exercises  in  reflection  and  serious  thought  on  the 
■abject  nnder  diwussion.  The  first  essay  is  a  production  of  singular  merit  Our 
eati -if action  is  very  great  with  the  result  of  this  year's  literary  work  done  under 
the  aoperintendence  of  this  Committee. 

ALEXANDER  WHYTEL 
GEORGE  SMITH." 

Bbport  on  Baays  on  Lifb  op  Dr.  Chalmbrs. 

«*  The  Chalmen  Essays  have  given  us  much  satisfaction.  The  period  so  fall 
of  ioterrat  covered  by  Dr.  Chalmers*  life  was  discussed  with  much  intelligence  by 
many  of  the  essayists^  and  the  events  and  lessons  of  his  life  itself  were  set  forth 
ia  a  way  that  showed  how  much  good  the  writers  had  got  from  their  work. 
Such  a  biography,  so  widely  and  carefully  read  by  the  young  people  of  our  Church, 
nmst  have  results  that  no  examiner  can  adequately  report  upon. 

ALEXANDER  WHYTE. 

A.  TAYLOR  INNSS." 

The  Committee  would  t^in  eaD  attention  to  the  desirablenesB  of  each 
Presbytery  appointing  a  Corresponding  Member,  and  taking  steps  to 
aequmint  elmsses  and  congregaUons  of  the  name  and  address  of  the 
MtDiKter  appointed  in  each  Presbytery.  This  would  save  the  Conveners 
a  large  amount  of  unnecessary  correspondence,  besides  aToiding  discourage- 
ment to  many  who  are  too  timid  to  write  making  inquiries.  The  Com- 
mittee, feding  strongly  how  much  depends  on  thu,  have  resolvod  to  print 
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in  the  preseDt  Report  the  names  of  Corresponding  Members  wbere  tber 
kaye  been  appointed  As  the  most  saitable  time  for  beginning  the  aeuoDi 
studies  varies  yeij  largely  in  different  localities,  the  Examifiaium  Ifciiea 
and  BegtUations  shall  this  year  be  sent  to  Oorresponding  Members  at  tk 
olose  of  the  Assembly,  so  as  to  be  distribnted  in  coDgregitxis 
at  the  time  when  classes  in  yarious  Presbyteries  are  entering  a  ler 
eonrse  of  study.     The  variety  and  brevity  of  sabjecte  in  this  jht'i 

allabos  will,  it  is  hoped,  make  the  Scheme  even  yet  more  nnimllj 
opted,  tkroQgb  thus  meeting  the  eircnmstanoes  of  those  who  last  jar 
may  have  found  some  portion  of  it  rather  too  advanced  for  tbe  WMJ^d 
their  olassea 

It  was  a  cause  of  considerable  regret  last  year  that  the  prises  wm  » 
long  in  reaching  their  destinations.  This  arose  simply  from  ddtjia  tke 
printing  of  the  certificates,  a  delay  against  which  the  Committee  beM 
they  had  made  every  possible  provision. 

A  copy  of  ikt  Beport  will  be  sent^  at  thA  doae  of  the  AucnMy^  to  JlOnr 
f$tUoT$  whote  names  am  enii&rei  on  tAs  9ck&iQm  JUled  vp  at  Ae  vaM 
emUres  of  examination.  The  prises,  medals,  and  oerttfiostes  will  foUov  u 
soon  as  possible  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Committee  have  again  used  the  certificate  prepared  last  jeir,  Imt 
have  resolved  to  invite  competitive  designs  to  be  submitted  to  tbfio 
according  to  directions  which  will  be  shordy  announced.  From  tbese  tk 
certificate  of  next  year  will  be  selected*  The  medals  to  thoee  eairp^^ 
first  prises  will  be  continued  as  a  feature  of  tha  prises,  and  book  refv^ 
will  be  yet  more  largely  introduced,  and  given  in  proportion  to  them^ 
of  Competitors  making  the  required  percentage  of  marks  far  certificakL 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  desire  to  express  their  sense  of  tbp^ 
oordiality  and  encouragement  received  from  ministers,  tescheni  ^ 
ethers  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work.  Besides  the  large  extent  to«^ 
tiie  Assembly's  Scheme  has  been  adopted  in  the  regular  BiUe^i^ 
many  have  taught  the  more  advanced  subjects  in  special  classes,  thni  p^ 
an  additional  evening  each  week  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  yoosgu^ 
the  success  of  the  Scheme.  The  Committee  are  also  aware  that  eboec  bTt 
been  conducted  on  the  '^  Times  of  Joshua,"  to  enable  students  the  better  to 
write  the  Essay  on  "  The  Conquest  of  Canaan."    Pulpit  lectoriog  t»i 

Srayer-meeting  addresses  have  also  been  oonduoted  on  the  subjects  of  tbe 
yllabus,  so  that  the  Scheme  is  manifestly  taking  a  deep  hold  on  ^ 
Church  at  large. 

ALEXANDBR  WHYTB,  >  ,  .  ,  a^««^ 
8.  B.  MACPHAIL,  jJ^nt^Oca^ 
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APPENDIX  A. 
Oorresponding  Members. 


MemJben  qf  CommitUt  marked  *. 


Edmbwrgk^ 

LuUUkgoWg 

Biggar^ 
JJaiteUh,   . 
HaddmgUmf 
i>iM«e.       • 

KtUo^  •     . 

Loekerbfff  . 

Pmpontf   • 

AroArocr  • 
Kirkcudbright^ 
Ayr,     .     , 
Irvime^ 
Paisley, 
(irtahock, . 

Glasffow,  . 


9» 


99 


t» 


9f 


x/vnooiiy 

/i»eerarayp 
Kintyrt^  . 
/«iay,  .  . 
Loth,  .  . 
Stirling,  . 
Dunktld,  . 


•i 


.    Ber.  W.  M.  Falconer. 
(  «IUv.  Dr.  W.  MiUitt* 
*  I      NioolioiL 
.    Bev.  D.  Mitokell. 
.  *KeY.  D.  Bametaon. 

Bev.  T.  AcUmaon. 
.    Bey.  D.MMleaii,BD 

Bev.  W.  B.  Nicoa 

B«v.  W.  W.  SmilJ^ 
B.D. 

Ber.  W.  Howie. 

IBer.  B.  Mackenna, 
M.A. 
.    Ber.  W.  Milroy. 
.  *Bev.  G.  P.  Bobertaioiu 
.    Bev.  P.  Fiaher.  M.A. 
.  ♦Bev.  T.  H.  Laoj;. 
.     Bev.  Jamea  Glutton. 
.    Bev.  J.  B.  Sturrock. 
.    Bev.  M.  Beid,  B.D. 
.    Bev.  G.  Wallace. 
,    Bev.  Jobn  Baio* 
.  *Bev.  A.  Anderaon. 
Bev.  J.  M.  Sloan, 

M.A.  (Weat). 
Bev.  W.  Leitch,  3.A. 

(Centre). 
Bev.  H.  M'IntQdi, 

M.A.  (Eaat). 
Bev.  A.  C.  Fullarton 

(Sonth). 
*Kev.  B.  Howie,  M.A. 

(Qovan). 
Bev.  W.Patnek,BLD. 
'  \     <Eztra  Urban).- 

tBev.  D.  Somervilley 
M.A. 
Bev.  J.  M.  Shirreffa. 
Bev.  D.  Graham. 
.    Bev.  Jaa.  MaemiOan. 
.    Bev.  D.  C.  Boea. 
.     Bev.  J.  Chalmera. 
Bev.  A.  Gordon. 

{Bev.  D.  B.  C.  M4<^. 
lag 


Bev.  A.  K.  M'Miurehy. 

{Bev.  L.  C.  M.  Wedder- 
boxn. 
Bev.  A«  Mitohea 
Bev.  D.  Imrie. 
Bev.  J.  Stalker,  M.  A. 
Bev.  H.  Boaa. 
^Bev.  L.  DavidaoB. 
Bev.  J.  Fleming. 
Bev.  J.  Wylie. 
Bev.  J.  A«  George. 
Bev.  J.  Bobertaon. 
Bev.  A.  Watt,  A.M. 
Bev.  J.  Maaaon. 
ITtiicardtfitf  0*^01^  Bev. W.  B.  Alexander. 

Bev.  W.  G.  Brander, 
M.A* 


Auchterarder, 

Kmro$9,  •  • 
Du^fermime, 
KirkcaXdy, 
Oupar,  . 
8t,  Andrmot, 
Meigle,  . 
Dundee,  . 
Breehm,  . 
Arbroath, 
Fordoun, 
Aberdeen, 


A^ptrdf 

Oarioch, . 

Deer,,    . 

Turrif,  , 
Fordyce, . 
Sjtrathbogie, 
Abemethy, 
Aberlour, 

Forru,    • 

Invemem, 

Nairn,    . 

CAoaoftry, 

Dingwall, 

Tain,.    . 

Dornoch, 

Caithneee, 

Loeheatrom, 

Abertarjf, 

8kye,  .    . 

L^oie,     . 

Orkney,  . 

SkeUcind, 


*i 


Bev.  J.  C.  Bobertaon. 

Bev.  W.  Ferguaaon, 
M.A 

Bev.  W.  Pateraen, 
M.A. 

Bev.  A.Wiahart,  A.M. 

Bev.  G.  McDonald. 

Bev.  D.  M*Aulay. 

Bev.  A.  M'Diarmid. 

Bev.  B.  B.  M'QueeD. 

Bev.  C.  TuUoch,  A,M. 
•Bev.  W.  Winter, 

Bev.  Dr.  Black. 
*Bev.  A.  Lee,  A.M. 

Bev.  J.  B.  EUler. 

Bev.  M.  M*Gregoc^ 

Bav.  T.  Giant 

Bev.  J.  Murray. 

Beiv.  G.  Stevenaon. 

Bev.  W.  Sinckur. 

Bev.  D.  M^Muroby. 

Bev.  J.  Beid. 

Bev.  D.  J.  BCartia. 

Bev.  J.  Stoarl 

Bev.  A*  B  Brown. 

fBev.  W.  Stevenaoi^ 
M.A. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

BEGGTLATIONS  FOB  OOMPETITOBS,  1879-80. 

1.  Examiiiataoos  will  be  held  limiiltaneoiuly  at  convenient  oentm  n  vA 
PMbytery  abont  the  beginning  of  April  1880. 


2.  Theee  ExMninationi  will  be  oondncted  under  Four  Dwmam»  of  v«k  u 
in  SyUabns. 

3.  A  F^th  Dkmon  of  work  will  be  the  preparation  of  Eaaayi  on  two  wgie&A 
subjecta  ai  in  Syllabva. 

4.  EuATB  moat  be  forwarded  to  Rot.  Alkzandxr  Whttk,  not  later  ttie  tbi 
end  of  March  1880.  Each  Eeaay  mnat  have  a  MoUo  written  on  the  top  of  tb; 
first  page,  and  the  writer*!  name  mnat  on  no  account  appear  on  it.  The  ImfA 
■hall  endoae  hia  or  her  name,  addreas,  and  age  in  a  eealed  envelope,  wuA  ^ 
which  the  Motto  written  on  the  Baeay  ahall  be  written.  Thxa  envdope  vOlsx 
be  opened  tiU  the  Priaee  are  awarded. 

6..  One  Examination '  Paper  for  the  whole  Chnroh  will  be  set  on  eadi  w^ 
and  forwarded  under  eealed  coven  to  the  parties  in  charge  of  the  varioos  Sns- 
nations  in  Presbyteries.  '  The  covers  will  not  be  removed  till  the  Candi(Utai9 
met ;  and  the  written  answers  will  be  covered  and  sealed  for  tranamisnoo  ^^ 
Committee  before  the  Competitors  leave  the  place  of  Examination. 

6.  Names  of  Competitors  must  on  no  aooonnt  appear  on  written  aBawen,<>|! 
the  mmber  on  the  printed  paper  given  to  each  Competitoi)  which  niA^ 
written  on  each  separate  aheet  of  answera. 

7.  The  Schednlea  for  receiving  the  namei  and  competition  numbenoftboa 
taking  part  in  the  examinationa  mnat  be  filled  up  in  a  legible  l|and  hf  th  Of» 
petUof  4hBm»dv€9  before  beginning  to  anawsr  the  questions.  The  Examintf  ^ 
then  aeal  19  and  forward  the  same  along  with  the  written  answers  to  Ber.  &  ^ 
MacphaiL  These  Uats  wiU.be  kept  aa  receiyed,  until  the  final  adjndicstion  of  tbi 
value  of  papers  by  the  .Oeneral  Examiners,  and  will  ba  opened  at  a  meetisg « 
Committee  held  for  the  purpoaa. 

The  Beaulta  of  the  Competition  will  be  reported  by  the  Committee  to  tk 
OnvuLUi  AaavKBLT,  and  thereafter  entered  in  the  Record  and  Bine-Book 

«*«  It  ia  not,  intended  to  iasue  books  at  a  reduced  rate  aa  last  yotf,  w^^ 
Conveners  cannot  und(Brtake  correspondence  regarding  matteis  fully  ^^^^^ 
in  this  notice.  All  commnnicationa  from  Competitors  should  be  aade  to  ^ 
eorreapondmg  memberB  for  their  Preabyteriea.  When  these  are  not  koon,  ^ 
Clerka  of  Pkesbyteries  will  supply  their  namea. 


/oJal-     i  ALEXANDER  WHYTl^  62  Melville  Stieet, 
<^»MMiMr^  I  S.  R.  MACPHAIL^  Plnaoaidyn  Cottage  Denaiftoas,  OIhT* 


xm.  WILFARE  eW  THB  YOVTH  07  THE  CHUEOH.  9 

SYLLABUS  FOB  1879-80. 

FtrM  DhUian.-^BUde  JSidory. 

An  Ezamiomtioii  Paper  on  the  Life  qf  Paul,  m  contained  in  the 

Acts  and  Sfpisiki, 

Th%  following  priiee  will  be  awarded : — 

1st, £8.  8th  to  13th, ...     £1  each. 

2d  to  6th,     ...    £2  each.  14th  to  17th,    .     .    Book  prises. 

Beemd  Phmai$,'--Pmetiud  m^  Dockinal 

An  Examination  Paper  on  The  Shorter  CcUechitm,  Part  I.  (qaestiona  1-38), 
together  with  the  q^aestiona  of  the  Larger  Catechism  on  the  Divine  Nature, 
the  Oorenanti^  the  Offieea  of  Chxiat,  Effectnal  Gelling,  Justification,  and 
Sanctification. 

The  following  priaes  will  be  awarded  :— 

1st, £4. 

2d  and  3d,    ...     £3  each. 
4th  to  7th,   .     .     .     £2  each. 


8th  to  13th,      .     .    £1  each. 
14th  to  17th,     .     .    Book  prises. 


Tfttrd  Division, — InirodueHon  and  Commentary, 

An  Examination  Paper  on  The  SpUtle  to  the  OaXatians,  edited  by 

Professor  James  Macgregor,  D.D. 

The  following  prises  will  be  awarded : — 

1st, £4. 

2d  and  3d,    ...    £3  eaeh. 
4tkto7tii,   .    .    .    £2  each. 


8th  to  13th,      .     .    £1  each. 
14thtol7tb,    .     .    Book  prises: 


Ftmrth  IHmrioi^'^ChrisUam  Oiideneeii 
An  Examinattcm  Paper  on  Paky's  Horm  Pauimes. 
The  following  prises  will  be  awarded  :*- 


let, £& 

2d, £4 

3d  and  4th,  ...    £3  each. 


5th  to  8th,  ...  £2  each. 
9th  to  11th,  .  .  £leach. 
12th  to  17th,     .     .     Book  prises. 


lyth  Division — Essays. 
L  Jimior  Section— -Sabjeet,  The  Conq^ed  qf  Canaan  under  Joshua. 
The  foQcywing  prises  will  be  awarded:— 


Ist, £5. 

2d, £4. 

3d  and  4th, ...     £3  each. 


6th  to  8th,  .  ,  .  £2  each. 
9th  to  llth,  .  .  £1  each. 
12th  to  17th,     .    .    Book  prisea 


n.  Senior  Section — Subject,  Thomas  Chalmers, 
The  following  prises  will  be  awarded : — 


Ist, £10. 

2d, £8. 

3d, £7. 


4th,     .     .     -     .     •     £6. 
6th  to  7th,  ...     £3  each. 
8th  to  17th, .     .     .    Book  prises. 


*^*  A  Medal  uHU  be  given  with  every  First  Prize. 
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APPENDIX   C. 


ExAMOfATioN — 19th  Afbil  1880. 


DIVISION  L— LIFE  OP  PAUL. 


QuuthnB  Mt  &y  THOBiAS  MORRISON,  Esq.,  Free  ITormal  OoOeffe^  Cnaaffom. 


Yalub  of  this  Papxr — ^200. 


Two  hour$  and  a  haffaUawedfor  Ihia  Paper. 

1.  State  •uodnotly  and  in  order  what  we  know  of  Paul  preriona  to 
Toreion.  Value  £& 

2.  What  different  plaoee  did  Paul  virit  between  the  time  of  hia  ocniTeram  W 
his  Tint  to  Antiobh  with  Bainabaa  ?  Name  the  chief  incidents  conneeted  v^ 
each  place.  Y.  SIl 

5.  Give  an  account  of  the  planting  of  the  Church  at  Fhilippi.  Y.  SO. 

4.  Mention  the  eeyenl  occarionB  on  which  Paul  dauned  the  rights  of  a  Bomii 
eitiien.  Y.  11 

6.  Where  were— (1)  Paphos ;  (2)  Peiga ;  (3)  Berea  ?  What  incidents  aie  mb- 
nected  with  each  ?    Who  were— (1)  Gallio ;  (2)  Apollos ;  (3)  Pnblios  ? 

Y.  30 (Sea.) 

6.  Briefly  explain  the  following  expressions,  and  say  in  what  eireanutaaosi 
they  were  need  : — (1)  "  In  all  things  ye  are  too  superstitious ;"  (2) "  Wealaosre 
men  of  like  passions  with  you ;"  (3)  **  Who  seemed  to  be  pillars."    Y.  24  (8  ea.) 

7.  Relate  the  circumstances  of  Paul's  appearance  before  Agrippa^  and  give  Um 
substance  of  his  address  on  that  occasion.  Who  was  Agrippa?  Why  wit  it 
natural  that  he  should  take  special  interest  in  the  charges  against  Panl  ?    V.  25. 

8.  Why  was  Paul  sent  a  prisoner  to  Rome  ?  What  places  are  mentiooed  in 
connection  with  the  voysge,  and  where  were  they  t 

9.  YHiat  writings  of  Paul  have  come  down  to  as  ?  Airange  them  ss  fsr  §■  yoe 
eau  in  chronological  order.  Y.  SO. 
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BxAlflMATION — 2(h'B   APRIL   1880. 


DIVISION  a— CATECHISM. 


QmeiUom  mt  5y  Bev.  W.  H.  QOOLD,  D.D.,  BfUnlnirgk. 

YaLUM  of  this  PAPIRr— 200. 

Two  hourg  and  a  haffaUawed/or  thU  Paper. 

SHOBTER  GATECmSBC 

1.  Wlkftt  divine  sttribiitefl  are  apparently  omitted  in  the  answer  to  the  4th 
question,  *' What  ia  God?'*  and  under  whidi  of  the  attributes  specified  may  they 
be  indnded  ?  Value  10. 

2.  Gire  the  answer  to  the  question  relating  to  a  special  act  of  Proyidenoe  God 
exercised  towards  man  in  his  first  estate,  and  state  the  three  elements  in  the 
transaction  constituting  it  essentially  a  corenant.  V.  20. 

3.  Give  the  answer  in  the  Catechism  in  reference  to  the  human  nature  of 
Ohnst.  What  is  meant  by  the  terms  "true  body"  and  "reasonable  soul"? 
Kame  and  describe  the  errors  to  which  they  are  opposed.  Y.  30. 

^  What  are  the  three  spiritual  wants  or  necessities  of  fallen  man,  for  which 
proTision  is  made  in  the  three  ofl&ces  of  Christ  ?  V.  20. 

5.  Give  instances  of  the  two  kinds  of  sin  referred  to  in  the  answer  to  the 
question,  "  What  is  sin  ?"  V.  10. 

6.  Prore  from  the  Shorter  Catechism  that  there  is  a  free  ofier  of  Christ  in  the 
Gospel  V.  10. 

LABGEB  CATECmSBC 

1.  How  are  the  Persons  of  the  Trinity  said  to  be  distinguished ;  and  what  are 
their  distinctive  properties  t  V.  20. 

2.  What  grounds  are  assigned  that  the  Mediator  should  be  God  and  man  in 
one  person?  V.  80. 

3.  State  the  difference  between  justification  and  sanctification.  V.  30. 

4.  How  may  true  believers  attain  a  personal  assuranoe  of  salvation  t       V.  20. 
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Examination — 19th  April  1880. 
DIVISION  III.— EPISTLE  TO  THE  GALATIANS. 

Dr.  MAOGREGOR'S  Handbook. 

QuuUoM  §et  by  PBonasoB  CAKDLISH^  D.D.,  Olasgow. 
Value  of  this  Pafss — ^200. 

Two  ffoun  and  a  ffaffaUow^/ar  thia  Paper. 

1.  Whst  importanoe  and  intereat  for  na  does  thk  Epiatk  derive  (»)  fron  iti 
Author,  and  (6)  from  the  people  to  whom  it  wea  addreaaed  ?  Yalne  SL 

2.  (a)  At  what  time,  (6)  in  what  circumatancea,  and  (c)  for  what  pazpofcvK 
it  written?  V.fi? 

3.  Explain  the  argumentatiye  pnrpoae  of  Paul'a  narratiTe  of  hia  own  life  b 
ch.  L  and  ii.,  and  ahow  the  aeveral  pointa  in  the  narrative  that  aupportt^ 
argoment  V.!0 

4.  Give  l^e  meaning  of  "  juatify  ^  and  "  jnatification  by  faith,"  witli  i^ 
proof  a  from  Scripture  of  the  correctneaa  of  the  meaninga  given.  V.9. 

5.  State  PauVa  argnmenta  for  hia  doctrine  in  ch.  iii.,  (a)  from  theezperaastf 
the  Galatiana,  (b)  from  the  caae  of  Abraham,  (c)  from  the  law,  and  (cQ  fronts 
Abrahamic  covenant.  V.  % 

6.  Give  PaaPa  explanation  of  the  pnrpoae  of  the  law,  and  explain  the  ^ffot  d 
the  pedagogue.  V.  ^ 

7.  What  ia  meant  by  the  fleah  and  the  Spirit,  aa  contraated  (a)  in  the  aOcgorT 
of  Sarah  and  Hagar,  and  (6)  in  the  deecription  of  the  practical  action  of  tbe  fl«^ 
and  the  Spirit  ?  V.  20. 

8.  How  doea  Paul  aaaert  Chriatian  liberty,  and  goard  it  againat  being  taned 
into  licence  ?  T.  2il 

9.  How  doea  he  illustrate  true  apiritnality  (a)  in  the  treatment  of  offendeit* 
and  (6)  in  the  maintenance  of  Chriatian  teachera  t  V.  SO. 

10.  What  ia  meant  by  being  crucified  with  Chriat,  and  how  doea  the  power  <rf 
the  Oroaa  ahow  itaelf  in  the  b^yer'a  life?  V.  S^ 
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ExAiONATioN — 20th  Afril  1880. 
DIVISION  IV.— PALEY'S  HORiE  PAULINiE. 

QmtOonBMet  hy  Rev.  Proybssor  BINNIE,  D.D. 
Valdb  of  this  Pafkr — 200. 

T%DO  ffoun  and  a  Half  allowed  far  this  Paper, 

1.  What  is  it  tlie  design  of  this  Treatise  to  demonstrate  regarding  the  Acts 
uui  the  Pauline  epistles,  resjiectiTely  ?  Value  30. 

2.  Ezplun  tlie  argument  from  *' Undesigned  Coincidences."  V.  35. 

3>  In  Acts  zix.  21,  there  occurs  the  following  notice  of  an  intention  to  visit 
^(m» :  **  After  these  thingpr  were  ended,  Paul  purposed  in  the  spirit^  when  he 
^  passed  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia,  to  go  to  Jerusalem  ;  saying,  After  I 
lisve  heen  there,  I  must  also  see  Rome."  What  allusions  to  the  same  intention  are 
found  in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans  ?  and  how  can  it  be  proved  that  the  coin- 
cidence is  undesigned  ?  V.  25. 

4.  Enumerate  as  many  as  yon  remember  of  the  coincidences  pointed  out  by 
Paley  between  the  epistle  to  the  Philippians  and  the  relative  history  in  the  Acts ; 
ttd  shew  bow  these  authenticate  both  the  Epistle  and  the  Acts.  V.  40. 

5.  "  From  a  child  thou  hast  known  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to 
nake  thee  wise  unto  salvation  **  (2  Tim.  iiL  15).  Point  oat  in  the  Acts  undo- 
*igned  coincidences  with  this  statement.  V.  20. 

6*  *'  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners ;  of  wht)m  I  am  chief. 
Howbeit  for  this  cause  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  first  Jesus  Christ  might 
*hew  forth  all  long-suffering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  should  hereafter  believe 
on  him  "  (1  Tim.  i.  15,  16).  What  facts,  known  only  from  the  Acts,  are  here 
referred  to?  and  what  is  there  in  the  reference  to  exclude  the  supposition  of  fraud  ? 

V.  25. 

7.  Can  you  point  out  any  errors  in  the  Subtcriptums  of  the  Epistles  ?  What 
^ue  does  Paley  make  of  these  errors  ?  V.  25. 
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APPENDIX  D. 
SYLLABUS  FOR  1880-81. 

Division  L— Bible  Histoiy. 

Junior  Seetton. — An  Ezaminatioii  Paper  on  tlie  Lirx  of  Dayio,  m  oonfauaii  it 
the  Books  of  Samuil,  Kikos,  and  Chboktglss. 

SHtdenU  are  recommended  toueeihe  Synopris  by  Dr.  Blaikie  tmikthlt^, 
David.    (T.  NeUan  cmd  Son,  MMwrgk,    Price  Sd.) 


The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded  :— 


6th  to  13th,      .     .    £1  each. 


1st, £3. 

2d  to  5th,     ...     £2  each. 
Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 

Senior  Beotlon. — ^An  Examination  Paper  on  Thk  Tabervaclb  nr  chi  Wiidb- 


StfidenU  are  reeommended  to  use  Diiworlh^e  Pidorkd  D€»arip6m  t/ik 
Tabernacle  and  ito  Sermeea.     [Sunday  School  Union,  London.    Price  U] 


The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 

1st, £4. 

2d  and  3d,    ...    £3  each. 
Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 


4th  to  7th,  .     .     .    £2eMb. 
8th  to  13th,      .     .    £1  eseh. 


Division  I L— Doctrinal  and  PracticaL 

Junior  Boetton.— An  Examination  Paper  on  the  Shobtkb  Gatbchsbm— ^  ^ 
mandmenta  (questions  39-81). 

Competitors  mast  be  prepared  to  write  oat  the  Oatechism  QuedioM  m 
Answer;  as  well  as  answer  on  the  meaning. 


The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 

1st, £4. 

2d  and  3d,    ...    £3  each. 
Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 


4th  to  7th,  .     .    .    £2e«5h. 
8th  to  13th,      .    .    £1  each. 


Senior  Beotlon.— Part  1st.    An  Examination  Paper  on  the  Shobteb  Caticbbi- 
the  CommandmenU  (qnestions  39-81) ;  also,  the  Labqbb  CATflansV'^ 
Comffiandmenis  (questions  91-148). 
It  is  not  expected  that  the  Larger  Catechism  shall  be  committed. 


The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 


Ist, £5. 

2d, £4. 

3d  and  4th, ...    £3  each. 
Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 


5th  to  8th,  .    .    .    £8m^ 
9th  to  12th,      .    .    £i  MeL 


XXIX.  WELFARE  OF  THE  YOUTH  OF  THE  CHUBCH.  15 

tador  Seetton. — Part  2d.  An  Examination  Paper  on  The  Sacramekts,  as 
deicribed  in  Professor  Candlish's  Handbook,  Part  I.,  Chapten  1-4  indnuTe. 
Part  IIL,  Chapters  1-4  indusiye.    (T.  ^  T.  Clark,  Edinbnrgh.) 

The  following  prises  will  be  awarded : — 

1st, £5. 

2d. £4. 

3d  and  4th,  ...    £3  each. 


6th  to  8th,  .     .    .     £2  each. 
9th  to  12th,      .     .    £1  each. 


Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 

Division  III.— Expository. 

T'hia  Division  may  be  found  peenliarly  appropriate  for  study  in 

Sabbath  Moknino  Mbxtinos. 

An  EzAMiKATiON  Papkb  on  the  Prophecies  of  Zbcbabiah,  as  edited  by  Dr. 
Marcns  Dods  in  his  Post-SxUian  Prophets,     (T.  ^  T.  dark,  Edinburgh.) 
The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 


1st, £6. 

2d, £5. 

3d  and  4th,  ...    £4  each. 


6th  and  6th,  .  .  £3  each. 
7th  to  10th,  .  .  £2  each. 
11th  and  12th,.    .    £1  each. 


Book  prises  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 

Division  IV.— Essajrs. 

'mlor  SaetloiL — Subject:  The  Fokeion  Missions  of  the  Fbbe  Chitbch  fbom 

THEm  FOUNDATION  IN  1830. 

The  leading  facts  %oiU  be  found  in  Dr.  George  Smithes  ''Fifty  Tears  of 
Foreign  Missions,'*    (Maclaren  and  Sou,  Edinburgh.     Price  9d,) 
The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded  :— 

1st,        •       •       .       a       .      £5. 

2d, £4. 

3d  and  4th, ...    £3  each. 


5th  to  8th,  ...    £2  each. 
9th  to  12th,      .    .    £1  each. 


Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 

lolor  BteUaiL—Suljeet :  Huoh  Milleb. 

The  Committee  specially  refer  students  to  "  My  Schools  and  Sehoohnasters,** 
The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 


1st, £10. 

2d, £8. 

3d, £7. 

Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 


4th, £6. 

5th  to  7th,   ...    £3  each. 


REGULATIONS    FOR    PRIZES. 

1.  The  Junior  Sections  in  Divisions  L  IL  and  IV.  are  open  to  all  persons 

under  20  years  of  age,  except  Normal  snd  University  students. 

2.  The  Senior  Sections  in  Divisions  L  IL  and  lY.  are  open  to  all  persons  under 

25  years  of  age,  except  Divinity  students,  and  such  as  have  completed 
a  professional  curricolunL 

3.  Division  HI.  is  open  without  restrictions. 

4.  Certificates  will  be  given  with  the  Prizes,  and  also  to  all  who  make  60  per 

centb  in  any  of  the  pi^rs. 

5.  Ages  to  be  ooonted  from  1st  June  1880. 

*«*  A  Medai  %M  be  given  wUh  each  First  Prize. 


16 


APPENDIX  TO  BBPORT  ON  WELFARE  OF  TOUTH  Of  THE  OBUECH.     XZO 


DELIYEBANCE  OF  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY.— 28t^  May  1880. 

It  waa  moyed,  seconded,  and  ananiraooBlj  agreed  to,  That  the  Aaembl/ 
approve  of  the  Report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  Oommittoe^  ui 
especially  to  the  Joint-Conyeners,  Corresponding  Members,  and  EzaniiDn 
Thej  learn  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  Committee's  scheme  for  iait 
year  has  been  received  with  increased  favour  bj  the  Church,  and  (k  t 
large  amount  of  intelligent  and  devoted  work  has  been  the  result  d  tk 
winter's  studies.  Re-appoint  the  Committee,  approve  of  the  seboe  for 
the  coming  year,  and  authorise  the  Committee  to  appeal  to  the  mben 
of  the  Church  for  funds  for  the  PHies ;  the  Assembly  paying  ezpeise  of 
printing,  postage,  etc. 

The  Assembly  desire  to  express  their  regret  that  the  Cominitiee  liD 
now  lose  the  services  of  one  of  the  Conveners — the  Rev.  S.  K  Ibcpk! 
— by  his  removal  to  Liverpool.  They  record  their  thanks  to  Mr.  lAa^ 
for  the  ability  and  devotion  which  he  has  manifested  during  the  lart  tn 
years  in  this  branch  of  the  Church's  work,  and  they  wish  that  the  Uessoi 
of  God  may  follow  him  in  his  new  sphere  of  labour. 

The  Assembly  appoint  William  Ferguson,  Esq.  of  Kinmimdj,  to  be 
Joint-Convener  with  Rev.  Alexander  Whyte. 


COMMITTEE. 


Miiiisters. 


Dr.  0.  J.  BROWN. 

Mr.  JAMES  H.  WIL80K. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH. 

Mr.  ALEX.  WHYTB. 

Dr.  THOMAS  MAIN. 

Mr.  A.  CDSIN. 

Mr.  JAMES  WSLL8. 

Mr.  R.  HOWIK 

Mr.  JOHN  RIDDELL. 

Mr.  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  JOHN  ISDALE. 

Mr.  G.  W.  THOMSON. 

Dr.  BLAIKIE. 

Dr.  MACOREGOR. 

PROFESSOR  LINDSAY. 

PROFESSOR  SMITH. 

Dr.  JOHN  LAIDLAW. 

PROFESSOR  BRUCE. 

Dr.  W.  MILLAR  NICOLSON. 

Mr.  D.  BARNETSON. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  Stoneyrirx. 

Mr.  LA^Q.  Ayr. 

Mr,  LEWIS  DAVIDSON. 

Mr^  JAMES  IVERACH. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WINTER. 


Mr.  ALEXANDER  LEE 
Mr.  ANDERSON,  BxLoaosL 
Mr.  W.  R.  NIOOL,  Knff. 
Mr.  J.  B.  STURROCK,  Pabut 
Mr.  W.  PATRICK,  Ouaonf. 
Mr.  J.  STALKER,  Kibecaut. 
Dr.  BLACK,  ImriRHBS. 


Bldens. 

Mr.  D.  MACLAGAN. 
Mr.  WM.  DICKSON. 
Mr.  JOHN  COWAN,  Bwua. 
Mr.  &  B.  BLYTH. 
Mr.  JOHK  garment. 
Mr.  P.  BROWN-DOUOLAa 
Mr.  JAMES  BALFOUR 
Mr.  W.  MILLAR,  of  Ea«««* 
Mr.  T.  MO&BISON,  QuBoat 
Mr.  JAfi.  STBVBNSON,  Gu** 
Mb.    W.   HSNDEB80N,  (« 

DSVAKBA. 

MAJOR  ROSS. 

Mb.  WM.  FSBGUSOli. 

Mb.  MAURXGS  PAIEBS05. 


1 


ALEXANDER  WHTTKil^^^ 
WILLIAM  PBRGDSON,/^^^^ 


J 


No.  XXTX-A 


Jfrjtje  tf^ttrr^  af  Staihxttt. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT 

or 

TAe  Committee  on  the  IVelfare  of  the  Youth 

of.  the  Church. 


MAY  1880. 


Thi  following  lists  emibrioe  the  names  of  those  who  haye  obtained  Prises 
uid  Ceitilicates  under  the  ezaminatioiis  held  on  19th  and  20th  April 
1880,  and  for  Essays  sent  in  on  the  prescribed  subjects — Gonqdbst  of 
CiiTAAK,  and  Life  of  Dk.  Chalmxbsl 

Certificates  are  given  to  all  who  haye  made  100  marks  in  the  written 
-zuninations,  and  to  those  Essayists  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Examiners, 
i^Te  reached  a  corresponding  degree  of  excellence. 

The  PriaB  Money  will  be  sent  at  once,  and  Medals  and  CertifieateB  will 
^  forwarded  to  the  sncceasfnl  competitors  as  soon  as  they  aire  ready  for 
tnittmission. 

The  names  of  those  who  receive  Oertifieates  under  Divisions  L  IL  IIL 
ind  IV.  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  excellence,  except  where  several  have 
)btained  the  same  number  of  marks.  In  these  cases  the  names  are  inserted 
^  the  papers  came  to  hand. 

DIVISION    I. 
LIFE    OF    PAUL. 


^^                       Name  amd  Addrtn.                            Prize.  FnU  value  2(i0. 

1-  Edith  lM>hel  little^  Dilmoie,  Heknahoi^             £3  Yafaie  186 

2.  Catherina  M.  M<Mickiiig,  Bumbne,  Helcnshai]^     8  „     182 

3.  Sophia  BnmeM,  Oellyhill,  Macduff,  ...  2  m  181 
i  WiUiiminji  liDdny,  26  Market  Street,  Hacdiiff,  2  ^  179 
5.  Caroliiia  T.  Cowan,  F.  C.  Kanse^  Elgiii,     .        .        2  .178 
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xn 


Ko,  Name  and  Addrtm, 

6.  (  EnphemiA  G.  Gibb,  Bonuide  FImo^  BoDar, 

7.  \  John  Downie,  Falkland,  Fife,    • 

8.  Johanna  Davidson,  9  Garden  Street,  Maednff, 

9.  Frands  J.  Alexander,  Haselhnrat, 

10.  Helen  Forbes,  83  Dnff  Street,  Maoduff; 

11.  A.  Catherine  Tnnier,  F.  C.  Bianse,  Tealing,  Dundee^ 

12.  ( Maggie  Stenhonse,   Jossfield  Honse,   Newhaven 
Boad,Iieith, 

Mabel  8.  Gill,  Craig  Dhn,  Crieff, 
14.     Mary  Stoart^  Begent's  Street*  Fife  Keith,  • 
16.  TElla  Stewart,  Grantley,  Galashiels,    . 
16.     Alexander  Anderson,  9  Douglas  Street,  Nairn,  . 
17. '  Maggie  Ann  M^GiUeTray,  78  Dnff  St,  Macdoff, 

18.  James  M.  Davidson,  9  Garden  Street»  Maodnf^ 

19.  iHelen  8.  Wilson,  84  Shore,  Maodnff, 


1 

18.  ( 


YahMi: 

n    1? 

n  in 

.  168 


Books 


If 


M 

M 

ft 

W 

W 


1(7 

m 
m 

.10 
,  10 
.  10 

,  10 
IS 


II 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
56. 

^8. 
69. 


OertilloatM. 

Phebe  Maophail,  Pilrig  Manse,  Edinborgh. 

S  Alexander  Rose,  2  Anohmony  Plaoe,  Nairn. 
Ada  C.  Balfonr,  19  George  Square,  Edinburgh. 
(  Frederick  S.  Scott*  Coubister,  Firth,  Orkney. 
\  Maggie  Jane  Mackay,  Sehool  House,  MacdnflL 
*  Alexander  Eraser,  492  Leonard  Street,  Perth. 
Cfarissy  Davidson,  Old  Maud,  New  Deer. 
Jessie  Henderson,  Whiteorook,  Keith. 
)  Elizabeth  Macnicol,  Allanbank,  Helensburgh. 

{David  &  Forgan,  5  Pilmour  links,  St.  Andrews. 
Maggie  Martin,  2  Bridge  Street,  Nairn. 
Annie  Dallas,  Ceylon  Cottsge,  Invemess. 
Archibald  M.  Bumie,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Bothesay. 

{Alice  Rose  Cree,  Merlefield,  Helensburgh. 
EUza  Winter  Templeton,  Drumgarve,  Helensbui^ 
Bobert  Taylor,  30  Houston  Street,  Gla^w. 
Mary  M.  Young,  Diamond  Cottage,  Keig. 
Eliza  K.  R.  Thomson,  18  Leopold  Place,  Edinburgh. 
John  Duncan,  17  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 
,  Jane  Wallace  Robertson,  24  Bishop  Street,  Rothesay. 
Fanny  Webster,  2  Westfield  Cottages,  Aberdeen. 
Alexander  SmiUi,  Gavney  Cottage,  Macduff 
John  Hall,  11  Trinity  Crescent,  Edinburgh. 
Jane  Cooper,  New  Deer. 

Margaret  Scott,  Ballinluig-Graadtully,  Ballinlnig. 
Agnes  M'Whirter,  Caimgarroch,  Stonykirk. 

{Grace  R  Simpson,  Fort  Place,  Gourodc 
James  J.  Swanson,  Moan,  Fiiih,  Orkney. 
Mary  Stephen,  15  Station  Road,  Inverurie. 

{Agnes  8.  Allan,  Square,  Fife  Keith. 
Francis  Christie,  Roslin  Cottage,  Cluny,  Kincardms  OTfcu- 
John  R.  Ronton,  School  Honse,  Mueduff 

{Jessie  Scott,  Coubister,  Firth,  Orkney. 
Edward  AUan  Smith,  26  Princes  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Margaret  Simpson,  Hopeman,  Elgin. 

1  Maude  H.  Kenna,  General  Prison,  Perth. 
Maggie  Ross,  19  Rose  Street^  Nairn. 
James  B  Young,  3  8.  St  John's  Place,  Perth. 

f  James  M.  Duncan,  NorUi  Street^  Dunss. 
Annie  dark,  Hopewell,  Tarland. 
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60.  (  Betsy  B«id,  30  Crook  o'  Kess  Street,  Maodnft 

61.  (  HeloiM  S.  Reddie,  F.  G.  Manse,  PolteneyiowiL 

62.  Alfred  A.  Cooper,  4  Powis  Plsoe,  Aberdeen. 

63.  Jessie  Beid,  3  GreenlMUiik  Terrsce,  Ayr. 

64.  (  WUlism  Bobb,  Mid  Street^  Keith. 

65.  \  James  B.  Ma<^y,  PuHio  School,  Firth,  Orkney. 

66.  Thomas  C.  Mnir,  76  Bernard  Street,  Glasgow. 

67.  EHsa  C.  Simpson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Torry,  Aberdeen. 
63.  (  William  Mensies,  Bankhead,  Donse. 

69.  I  Helen  Watson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Cardross. 

70. 1  Hugh  Crichton,  Tower  Street,  Old  Cumnock. 

71. 1  Janet  Clark,  Bridgend,  Crieff. 

72.  1  Margaret  Ford,  Snnnyside,  Dnnse. 

73.  f  Jane  D.  Mackenzie,  Larehfield,  Helensbnigh. 
7i.  (  Bella  Hardie,  Torhead,  Pluscarden,  Elgin. 

75.  {  James  A.  M*Crae,  206  High  Street,  E)^ 

76.  (  Frank  Mcintosh,  Moss  Street,  Keith. 

77.  Bobert  Curr,  Cupar  Road,  Auohtermuchty. 

78.  Jeannie  M.  M*£wen,  26  Argyie  Street,  Rothesay. 
79l    Klixa  Thomson,  Myiile  Cottage,  Crieff. 

80.  Margaret  Reid  Panton,  Hopeman. 

81.  Maggie  Smith,  4  BannermiU  Cottages,  Aberdeen. 

82.  James  lliomson,  Dnneam,  Newport-on-Tay.  . 

83.  Alexander  Bargees,  Roadside,  Biotriphnie,  Keith. 

84.  Isabella  M.  Memdes,  Bankhead,  Dunse. 

85.  Alexander  Joiner,  Jun.,  Anchreddie,  New  Deer. 

86.  (  Andrew  dimie,  Tanyard,  Old  Cumnock. 

87. 1  Oeoige  Robertson,  1  Oilooinston  Terrace,  Aberdeen. 

88.  [  James  Smith,  13  Castle  .Place,  Montrose. 

89.  ( Isabella  Ferris,  Mill  of  Culsh,  Tarland. 

90.  i' Jeannie  B.  Morrison,  Huntly  Lodge,  Huntly. 

91.  <   William  Anderson,  Hopeman,  Elgin. 

92.  i  Katie  Kelman,  Square,  Keith. 
9a  I  Maggie  Innes^  Tarland. 

94.  x  Alexander  Rutherford,  Beech  wood  Cottage,  Crieff. 
95. 1  John  Stewart  Norwell,  103  High  Street,  Perth. 

96.  (  William  Douglas  Erskine,  Willowbank,  Gourock. 

97.  <  John  Brown,  9  Queen  Street,  Perth. 

98.  (  Elizabeth  Simpson,  Woodhead,  Fyrie. 

99.  r  Douglas  Ferrier,  65  Southesk  Street,  Brechin. 
100.    MaUhew  Malcolm,  Yeir  Place,  Alexandria. 
101.^  Mary  Jane  Fowlie,  Gordon  Place,  Dyce. 

102.  I  Frank  S.  Thomson,  Anerley  House,  Brechin. 

103.  I  Barbara  F.  SutherUmd,  22  Willowbank  Crescent^  Gla^w. 

104.  r  Maiy  Jane  Joiner,  Auehreddie,  New  Deer. 

105.  {  Robert  Mackay,  M'Arthur  Street,  Wick. 

106.  V  Robert  Thomson,  Old  Mill,  TarUmd. 

107.  (  Helen  Robb,  Regent's  Street,  Fife  Keith. 

108. 1  George  Alexander,  Saltoun  Place,  Fraserburgh. 

109.  J  William  Tunnie,  School  House,  Torry,  Aberdeen. 

110.  (  Maggie  Dick  MacYey,  114  Hospital  Street,  Glasgow. 

111.  I  John  M.  Wyness,  184  George  Street^  Aberdeen. 

112.  <  James  Brown,  Russell  Stre^  Arbroath. 

113.  tHilda  Watson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Cardross. 

114.  r  James  Campsie,  6  Co-operative  Buildingm  Perth. 

115.  John  WaU  Williams,  Tariand. 

116.  Jessie  M'lYor,  Moss  Straet,  Keith. 
117.-  Catherine  Smith,  Somerset  Place,  Ayr. 

118.  Thomas  Shanks,  21  Chapel  Street,  Hamilton. 

119.  John  Tolmie,  14  Harbour  Street,  Nairn. 
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r-i 


120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 


Jessie  Ann  GUrk,  28  Union  TemM^  Ab«d< 
William  Thomson,  Dnnearn,  Newpoii-OB^Tk|r. 
Jane  Ross,  West  Brown-mnir,  Fordonn. 
Mary  M.  Campbell,  F.  C.  Manae,  Mariuneh. 
Alexander  Reekie,  28  St.  James  Streol,  Paiskjr. 
Peter  Drommond,  Hardgato  Stivet,  HadHingtan. 
GhriBtian  Ritchie,  16  Watson  Street,.  Absfdean. 
Mary  Gordon,  Newbigging,  Qhusi 
^Isabella  Anne  Roberiion»  Balformo  Boad,  Soanou 


DIVISION    II. 
CATECHISMS. 


No. 


NatM  and  Addrem. 


IMu.   jwrrdbem 


£4 


3 
2 
2 

% 

9 
I 
I 

I' 
1 
1 
1 
Books 


1.     Katie  C.  Keith,  Stricken 

*2.     Elisabeth  Allan,  82  High  Street.  Old  Aberdeen, 

3.  Alex.  Jamieson,  Strichen,    .... 

4.  Katherine    S.    Maoafister,    F.    G.    Manas,    Old 

Aberdeen, 

6.     Alexander  Sim,  Mill  of  Invermarkie,  Glass, 

6.  lizzie  Witherspoon,  304  Windsor  Place,  Partick, 

7.  Thomas  Nelson,  Main  Street,  Kilbimie, 

8.  K.  &  MacdonffUl,  F.  a  Manse,  Whiting  Bagr, 

Arran, 

9.  David  Knox,  14  Kiool  Street,  Kirkcaldy,      . 

10.  Helen  Meldmm,  Hill  Cottage,  Kirkcaldy,     . 

11.  Maggie  Alexander,  4  Leven  Terrace,  Iidinbargh, 

12.  WuL  S.  Smart,  Mains  of  Beldomey,  Glaas,  • 

13.  Wm.  Robertson,  BarefoMc,  Glassy 

14.  Finlay  M*Gillivray,  89  High  Street,  Kain, 

15.  Isabella  Morison,  30  Marischal  Street,  Aberdeen, 

16.  Christina  M*Donald,  Victoria  Honse,  Nairn, 

17.  Maggie  Mathieson,  Corvicheny  Huntly,  • 

18.  /  Annie  Morison,  Church  Street,  Hantly, 

19.  /  Maggie  Gordon,  Thomiebrae,  Hnntly,  . 

20.  (  Wm«  Hood,  47  Hope  Park  End,  Edinburgh, 

CertifloateB, 

21.  Robert  Bannerraan,  63  Canal  Terrace,  Wooddde^  Aberdeen. 

22.  Margaret  Collie,  Batnagarth,  Cults,  Aberdeen. 

23.  Alexander  Anderson,  s3  Simpson  Street,  Kaim. 

24.  Wm.  Spenoe,  Bast  Linton,  Prestonklrk. 

26.  Charlotte  M'Vey,  471  New  City  Road,  Gla^w. 

26.  Emma  Sntheriaad,  Lybeter. 

27.  Annie  McQueen,  1  Bath  Street;  Nairn. 

28.  John  M.  M*Arthnr,  26  Spittal,  Old  Aberdeen. 

29.  Matilda  Macphail,  F.  C.  Manse,  Kilmnir,  Skye. 

30.  James  Feigoson,  West  Bennan,  T*awi1aah. 

31.  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  17  Church  Street,  Nairn. 

32.  David  S.  Meldrum,  Town's  End  Pkee,  Kirkcaldy. 

33.  Alexander  R.  Forbes,  Xx>wer  Bnxbnm,  Aberdeen. 

*  Over  sge  for  a  Prize. 
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DIVISION     III. 
GALATIANS. 


iTo.  Name  and  AddrtM9.  Prixet.    FnUvahte  200. 

].  Robeii  H.  N.  SelUr,  Aldio  Hoom,  Hontly,    .               £A  Valve  167 

1  Umc  Coonell,  Cro«,  linlithgoir,    ....         8  >»     H7 

1  Agnet  Et»  Brand,  8  Wert  Stanhope  Haoe,  Edin.,  .3  ,#143 

4.  Wm.  Mnir,  76  Bernard  Street,  Glugow,        .        .         2  t »     140 

6.  Gnce  FairUe,  22  BoeehaU  Terrace,  Edinburgh,      .2  m     136 

6.  Ina  Alice  Philip,  48  Blacket  Phu!^  Edinhnrgh,       .2  »•     135 

7.  John  Downie,  Falkland,  Fife,         ....        2  »,     135 

8.  Wm.  Mitchell,  44  High  Street,  Elgin,     ...         1  ,,133 

9.  Jane  Beid,  Herbertahire  Cartle,  Benny,         •        .        1  ,,130 

10.  Thomas  Ckraon,  9  Albert  Place,  Stirling,        .         .         1  „     130 

11.  lubeOa  W.  O.  Young,  Mnirhead  of  Pitcnllo,  Batrde,  1  ,,129 
11  John  Kelly,  17  Skene  Terrace,  Aberdeen,  .  .  1  ,,128 
U.  BaTid  Pateraon,  Backrigg;  Moffat,  ...  1  m  126 
ii  Jamea  K  Nioolaon,  Elmbank,  Stirling,  .  .  Booka  „  124 
15.  Jeine  M.  King,  Bankfoot,  Perth,  .  .  .  .  „  „  124 
IC  Peter  a  Badenoch,  20  K.  Silver  Street,  Aberdeen,  „  „  124 
17.  Eltpeth  A.  1>onaldson,  Forth  Street,  Anatmther,   .        ,»  „     124 

CertificateB. 

1&  Jamea  Brown.Eddie,  10  Mnrdoch*a. Wynd,  Elgin. 

19.  Chriatioa  B.  Macdonald,  Pennyland,  Thorao. 

20.  Anna  Oreig,  23  Shore  Eoad,  Stirling. 

21.  Wm.  M  Giant,  50  High  Street,  £1^ 

22.  John  Graham' Andrew,  7  liTingaton  Place,  Edinburgh. 

23.  Ellen  A.  Keith,  3  Murray  Pbce,  InTemeaa. 

24.  Isabella  F.  Thomaon,  9  Charing  Cnm,  Glaagow. 

25.  Marjorie  Helen  Bain,  55  Cumberland  Street,  West,  Glasgow. 

26.  Robert  Warner,  6  Stephen  Street,  Glaagow. 

27.  Jessie  Hay  Johnstone,  Loaning  Foot,  Kirkbean,  Dumfries. 

28.  James  T.  Harvie,  White  Stone,  Kemnay,  Garioch. 

29.  Jane  Paterson,  Buckrigg,  Moflat. 

30.  Elinore  Cowan,  High  Street,  Thurso. 

81.  Christina  Smeaton  Thomson,  F.  C.  Manse^  Gifford,  TtMAAiw^gj^fg^ 

32.  Peter  Macfarlane,  277  New  City  Boad,  Glaagow. 

33.  AlesEander  Tomory,  3  West6e]d  Cottages,  Aberdeen. 

34.  Mary  M.  Alexander,  25  Gillespie  Crercent,  Edinburgh. 

35.  Christina  Coufier,  Saltoun  Place,  Fraserburgh. 

36.  Mary  Bamsay.  Clyde  Cottage,  Ayr. 

37.  Mary  BCackay,  213  West  Campbell  Street,  OUsgow. 

38.  Gavin  Scott,  53  Meadow  Park  Street,  Glaagow. 

39.  James  Bowman,  The  Sqfuare,  Huntly. 

40.  Anne  Jane  Hamilton.  9  Hartington  Place,  Edinburgh. 

41.  Isabella  Mackay.  Trail  Street,  Thurso. 

42.  James  Foulds  Hamilton,  59  George  Street^  Paisley. 

43.  James  Mackay,  63  George  Street,  Paisley. 

44.  Anna  G.  Ma^thail.  F.  a  Manse,  Kilmnir,  Skye. 

45.  Alexander  Grant,  Nethybridge,  Abemethy,  Grantown. 

46.  George  A.  Munro,  25  Elmbank  Crescent^  Glasaow. 

47.  John  Kent,  32  Geocge  Stnet,  Paisley. 
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48.  Rachel  Dougall,  46  BroovUnd  Street^ 

49.  Kate  Gavin,  Albert  Pla^^e,  StirHng. 

50.  Maggie  Macphenoa,  F.  C.  Manae,  Lerbert 

61.  Maggie  Dallaa,  Ceylon  Cottage,  Iiiveniea. 

62.  Matthew  Cameron,  76  West  Main  Street^  Danrd. 
53b  James  J.  Lontit,  Stromness,  Orkney. 

64.  Isabella  J.  Hourston,  Stromnesa. 

55.  Wm.  Cowan,  16  Melville  Strut,  Fscttu 

56.  lissie  ^  Findlay,  WeU|>ark  Terrao^  Qki^w. 

57.  Jeannie  Bain,  645  Dalmamock  Road.  Qla^w. 

58.  John  Lnmaden,  Kewhonse,  Stirling 

59.  Hugh  Gavin,  Albert  Place,  Stirling. 

60.  James  G.  Stirling,  F.  0.  Manse,  MonktoB. 

61.  Isabella  Chambeors,  Stromness. 

62.  George  Murray,  4  Little  Chapel  Street^  AbetdiMi. 

63.  Wm.  J.  M*Vicar,  9  Green  Street,  Ayr. 

64.  Maigaret  Rodger,  Boartreea^  Fairlie,  Greenock. 


Ill     ml 


DIVISION   IV. 

HOR^E    PAULIN.S. 

Prises. 

• 

JVb.  yame  and  Addreaa.  F 

1.  John  Arthur  Thomson,   F.  G.   Manse,  Gifford, 

Haddington,   •        .        .        • 

2.  Mary  S.  Chalmers,  Striohen, 

3.  George  Morrice,  Strichen,    • 

4.  James  Shirrsa,  Striehen, 

5.  Mabel  S.  Gill,  Craig  Dho,  Criefi; 

6.  Emma  J.  Smith,  21  Lnttoa  Pkoe^  Bdimbnzsk, 

7.  T.  S.  Alison,  Broomieknowe,  Lasswade, 

8.  Enphemia  G.  Gibb,  ^nniside  Place,  DoQar, . 

9.  Archibald  MacLaren,  Tlghnabruaich,   . 

10.  Agnes  Eva  Brand,  8  West  Stanhope  Place,  Edinr. 

11.  James  Macphail  Russell,  F|;eswick  Honsa,  ThilltQi 

12.  Eliaabelh  M.  Baikie,  Boaekill,  Dalkeith, 

13.  Jane  Reid,  Herbertahire  Castle,  Denny, 

14.  Margaret  Smith,  Bmoe  Road,  PotlockshleMs, 
16.  Anna  R.  Maodongall,  Dalnashean,  Aj>pin,     • 

16.  M.  Grace  Balfour,  33  Chalmers  Street,  I^diuburgh, 

17.  Maggie  H.  Mnmy^  21  S»owdoa  Place,  atlrlng,  . 


GavtifliMtML 

18.  Grace  Ogilvis  Fergnsson,  F.  C.  M^nse^  Lev^n. 

19.  Agnes  Grainger  Gray,  Brownrigg,  North  Be 

20.  Adam  Sutherland,  Bathfleld  Cottage,  Leith. 

21.  Margaret  L.  M'Naughton,  Gleolyon  Houas,  Lerei^ 

22.  Jessie  Robb,  Rosemount*  Ferry  Road^  Leith. 

23.  J.  Bentley  PhiHji,  F.  C.  Manse,  Fordoun. 

24.  John  Craigie,  if  George  Street,  Blairgowrisi 
26.  Alexander  Bruce,  5  Madeixm  Place,  North  Leith. 


Vise. 
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Sft.  Maiy  A.  Berry,  Offices,  Bmcklay  Castle,  New  Deer. 
27.  Jeannie  Cow]}er,  Freswick  House,  Thurso. 
88.  Elusa  D.  Macnab,  Rattray ,  Meigle. 

29.  Jane  PaterSon,  Buckrtgg,  Moffat. 

30.  Mary  Scobie,  Cullpes,  Partickhill,  Glasgow. 

31.  John  Millar,  2  Williamson  Street,  Springfield  Toll,  Glasgow. 

32.  Earle  Monteith  Maophail,  Pilrig  Manse,  Edinburgh. 

33.  Alexander  Thomson,  Beaconhilt,  Murtle. 

34.  Hngh  M'Miehael,  23  Alva  Place,  Norton  Park,  Edinbnigh. 

35.  Barbara  Gall,  Atherb,  New  Deer. 

36.  Isabella  Grieve,  Bay  Street,  Port-Glasgow. 

37    Jessie  M.  Burnie,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Ruthesay. 

38.  William  R.  Clark,  K.  C.  Manse,  Pove-an. 

39.  Frances  R.  Tait,  21  Woodlands  Terrace,  Glasgow. 

40.  Jessie  Buchanan,  Aberdare,  Helensburgh. 

41.  Robert  S.  Thornton,  1  Grove  Place,  Edinburgh. 

42.  Ina  Christie,  2  Cherry  Bank,  Newhaven  Road,  Leith. 

43.  Mary  Anne  Stepheu,  15  Richmond  Terrace.  Aberdeen. 

44.  Isaliella  M.  Scobie,  Ouldees,  Partickhill,  Glasgow. 

45.  Alexander  Macaskill.  6  Hillliead  Terracf,  Spittal,  Aberdeen. 

46.  Annie  Stewart,  19  Maxwell  Street.  Partick. 

47.  Lydia  J.  Macphail,  F.  C.  Manse,  Kilmuir,  Skye. 

48.  Martha  A.  TiudaU  24  Abbotsford  Place,  Glasgow. 

49.  David  Smith,  13  Castle  Place,  Mjntroae. 

50.  Ruth  Turnbull,  10  Maylield  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 

51.  Gtoorgtna  Smith,  14  Albion  Crescent,  Dowanhill,  Glasgow. 


DIVISION  V. 
JUNIOR    SECTION. 


ESSAY  ON  CONQUEST  OF  CANAAN. 

Prises. 

*fo.  Jfame  and  Address, 

I-  D.  Bmoe  Robertson,  12  Leven  Terrace,  Ediobargh,  • 

2.  Alexander  George,  Cleghom  Street,  Loohee  Road,  Dnsdee, 

3.  Jessie  M.  King,  Anchtergaven,  Perth, 
^  Daniel  M.  Crerar  Gilbert,  Yorkhill  House,  Glasgow, 
(•  Wm.  Mitchell,  44  High  Street,  Elgin.      . 
^  Wm.  Ecklin,  3  Bothwell  Place,  Hilibead,  Glasgow, . 
7-  Dayid.  R.  Forgan,  5  Piinour  Links,  St.  Andrewa,  . 

8.  Wm.  M.  Grant,  50  High  Street,  Elgio,    . 

9.  Jamea  Robb,  2  Bell  Wyod,  Links  Street,  Kirkcaldy, 

10.  Allan  Macgregor,  6  North  Hamilton  Street,  Kilmarnock, 

11.  John  D.  MacGilp,  Kilchoman  Schoolhousey  Islay,     . 

12.  James  R.  Macgregor,  Eden  Laoe,  Momingsidey  Edinbargli, 
U  Wm.  Moodie,  42  Bridge  Street,  MontroM, 
^^*  Isabella  Cnmming,  118  Afdgowan  Street,  Glasgow, 

15.  James  Merry  Macphail,  9  West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow, 

16.  Robert  Young,  Jonr.,  19  Bernard  Terrace^  Edinburgh, 

17.  Helen  &  Wald,  Stromneas,  Orkney, 


Prize. 
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Certiiloates. 

CerH/ieaieg  AlpkdbtUeaUy  ArrangeeL 

18.  Elinbeth  Aikman,  Stonewell  Lodge,  Chinidd«,  BcrwicUhiifL 

19.  Cecilia  AlUn,  64  Glaigow  lio«d«  Sutherglen. 

20.  Kanej  D.  Aniott^  383  W.  Geoi:ge*8  Rowl,  Oi«aTi)le  Flaoa,  (Sagn. 

21.  Thoouw  Bftirrl,  Jan.,  6  Rotelyn  Terrace,  PoUockaluelda. 

22.  James  BeU,  22  Shakespeare  Street,  Dumfries. 

23.  Isabella  Bethune,  Borre  Skirinish,  Portree. 

24.  Sva  Boyd,  Forest  Field,  Kelso. 

25.  Robert  Boyd,  Torrance  of  Campeie,  by  Glss^ow. 

26.  John  Brown,  9  Qneen  Street,  Perth. 

27.  James  Bunten,  Strandhead  Toll,  Kilmarnock. 

28.  Snsan  Campbell,  17  Caddell  Hill,  Greenock. 

29.  William  W.  Chalmers,  Comeley  Bank  Cottsge»  Perth. 
80.  Snsan  Charles,  F.  C.  Manse,  Stranraer. 
31.  Jessie  A.  Clark,  28  Union  Terrace^  Aberdeen. 

82.  William  Craigie,  Bridge  street  Wynd,  KirkwalL 

83.  Robert  Corr,  Cupar  Road,  Anchtermnchty. 

34.  D.  Danald,  The  Gardens,  Culaean,  Maybole. 

35.  James  A.  Davidson,  18  W.  Campbell  Street^  Paisley. 
86.  William  Dick,  Caimbanno,  New  Deer. 
37.  James  Dnncan,  Castle  Street,  DingwalL 
88.  George  Duthie,  Maryyille,  Woodside,  by  Aberdeen. 

39.  Robert  C.  Dutbie,  Maryville,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 

40.  Mary  Esglesham,  Ramageton,  Mancbline. 

41.  George  iL  Falconer,  12  Royal  Exchange,  Edinburgh. 

42.  Alexander  de  Faye,  49  School  Hill,  Aberdeen. 

43.  Lissie  Fleming,  5  Elder  Street,  Edinburgh. 

44.  Alexander  R.  Forbes,  Lower  Buxbnm,  Anchmill,  Aberdeen 

45.  Robert  L.  Forbes,  Hatton  Mills,  Friockheim,  Arbroath. 

46.  Msggie  Forrest,  5  Millburo  Street,  Ferryhill,  Aberdeen. 

47.  Jsmes  Fowler,  Jr.,  Piper  Row,  Strathavon,  Lanarfcshirs. 

48.  Andrew  Gilmonr,  20  Moss  Street^  Paisley. 

49.  William  Graham,  17  Lutton  Place,  Edinburgh. 

50.  John  G.  Grant,  74  Lanriston  Street,  Edinburgh. 

51.  Elizabeth  M.  Hay,  Abbey  Park  Place,  Dunfermline. 

52.  William  Hood,  47  Hope  Park  End,  Edinburgh. 

53.  Isabella  J.  Hourston,  Stromness,  Orkney. 

54.  Mary  Howie,  3  Bruce  Road,  PoUokshields. 

55.  Andrew  Innes,  Jr.,  113  High  Street^  Kirkealdy. 

56.  Marjory  H.  Lain^  25  Wellington  Street,  Woodside. 

57.  Matthew  Lochhead,  60  Dumbarton  Road,  Glasgow. 

58.  William  Lochhead,  Clydesbank,  Alexandria,  N.B. 

59.  Robert  Lnmsden,  Newhouse,  Stirling. 

60.  James  M'Arthur,  Firhill  Sawmills,  Glasgow. 

61.  Robert  M'Dowall,  90  Thistle  Street  Gamethill,  Glasgow. 

62.  Geils  M*Dougall,  7  Brisbane  Street,  Greenock. 

63.  Jean  W.  MaoEwaa,  Campbell  House,  Mauohline. 

64.  James  R.  Mackay,  Firth  Public  School,  Orkney. 

65.  Peter  M'Kensie,  3  Brougham  Street,  Edinbur^^ 

66.  Agnes  Mathewson,  25  Seamerint  Place,  Aberdeen. 

67.  Robert  A.  Mihie,  120  High  Street,  Arbroath. 

68.  James  Miller,  Merolandhom,  near  Wick. 

69.  Joseph  James  Mitchell,  28  Aigyle  Street,  Danoon. 

70.  William  Mollison,  16  Gallowgate,  Aberdeen. 

71.  Effie  Monastier,  6  Gladstone  Terrace,  Edinbnigh. 
y2k  John  MnnrO|  14  Kidd  Lane,  Aberdeen. 
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73i  David  Montdth,  12  Aim*  Street,  Ootui. 
7i.  A.  M.  Mimio,  1  BoeelMiik  Temoe^  Aberdeen. 

75.  Keith  Arthur  Murdoch,  F.  C.  Manse,  Roeehearty. 

76.  WiUiam  MvanH  F.  C.  Manee,  Old  Kilpatriek. 

77.  Bichard  Neileoo,  Sandyfaolds  Street^  Glasgow. 
7S.  John  Stewart  Norwell,  113  High  Street,  Perth. 

79.  Eliiabeth  Oag,  Thumster,  near  Wick. 

80.  Samnel  Pearson,  Castle  Street,  Langholm. 

81.  John  Oeoige  Peat,  PortUnd  Park,  Hamilton. 

82.  Mary  F.  Pirie,  36  Bon  Aoootd  Street,  Aberdeen. 

83.  Thomas  J.  BobertK>n,  4  Charlotte  Place  Ijuie,  Bdinbaigh. 

84.  Donald  Ross,  St.  Dnthos  Street,  Tain. 

85.  Andrew  Rngg;  5  Dempster  Street,  Pnlteneytown,  Wiek. 

86.  Alexander  Rntherford,  Beechwood  Cottsge,  Crieff. 

87.  Frederick  J:  Silwood,  13  Jamieson  Street,  GoTanhill.  Glasgow 

88.  Mary  R.  M.  SOver,  166  Union  Street,  Aberdeen. 

89.  IsabeUa  A.  Simpson,  1  Pilrig  OotUges,  Leith. 

90.  David  Smith,  5  Hsdden  Street^  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 

91.  Ebeneaer  Smith,  Cknnel  Bank,  Hawkhill,  Ayr. 

92.  Mi^ggie  F.  Smith,  4  Banner  Ifill  Cottsges,  Aberdeen. 

93.  Annabella  K.  Spalding,  Kirkliston. 

94.  Jane  T.  Stoddart,  8  Brootsfield  Ph^e,  Edinburgh. 

95.  Robert  Thomson,  Jan.,  School  House,  Arddach,  Nairn. 

96.  Janet  N.  Troup,  Edinside,  Strathmiglo. 

97.  Gkorge  WalKs,  46  Jasmine  Terrace,  Aberdeen. 

98.  Archie  &  Williamson,  Seafield  Street,  Banff. 

99.  John  M.  Wyness,  184  George  Street,  Aberdeen. 

100.  Elisabeth  J.  Teats,  SUtion  House,  Aires. 

101.  William  Teats,  Square,  Grantown. 

102.  John  H.  Toong^  19  Eenuund  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 


SENIOR   SECTION. 
ESSAY  ON   CHALMERS. 


ti 

4. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
1& 
17. 


Name  and  Addnm, 

Robert  Patrick  Wright,  Dowoan,  Ballantrse, 

Jessie  M.  King,  AuehtergaTen,  Perth,  • 

Robert  Tonng  Mackay,  Tbe  Tower,  High  Street,  Elgin 

Alexander  Mitchell,  2  Grore  Street,  Edinburgh,   . 

D.  M.  Macgregor,  Edeo  Lane,  Momingside,  Edinburgh, 

Wm.  Ronaldson  Clark,  F.  C  Manse,  Foreran,       . 

Jessie  M.  Bumie,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Rothesay, 

John  Craigie,  17  George  Street,  Bhuigowrie, 

Ruth  Tnmbull,  10  Mayfield  Terrace,  Edinburgh, 

Andrew  M.  Lan^  5  Finnieston  Street,  Glasgow,  . 

Agnes  M'Intyre,  6  Randolph  Place,  Edinburgh,    . 

Wm.  Emslie,  10  Kintore  Place,  Aberdeen,    . 

Marion  Josephine  Philip,  48  Blacket  Place,  Edinburgh^ 

Bessie  Mddmm,  22  Eldon  Street,  Greenock, 

Duncan  MacLennan,  Westwood  House,  Inyemess, 

Maggie  Jane  Maclean,  54  Gibson  Street,  Hill  Head,  Glasgow, 

Peter  &  Badenoch,  20  North  SUrMr  Street,  Aberdeen,  . 


£10 
10 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 
Books 


ft 
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f* 
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Certiiloatea. 

CandidaUB  ^hob^kaUff  a 

18.  James  Barclay,  16  West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow. 

19.  Walter  Linn  Blench,  20  Grafton  Street,  Glaijgov. 

20.  Archd.  M.  Burnie,  (vlydesdale  Bank,  Rothesi^. 

21.  W.  BAodall  Clunaa,  care  of  John  Bhiod,  Edq^   Areliitaot^  UsiflB 

Street,  Inverness. 

22.  George  Burnett  Carrie,  Gilcomston  Park,  Aberdeen. 

23.  John  Dall,  21  Hay  ford  Square,  CainbusbarroOy  Stirling: 

24.  J.  E.  Day,  19  Young  Street,  Eilinbargk. 

25.  Alexander  B.  Dewar,  9  Brown  Constable  Street^  Dundee. 

26.  William  Douglas,  Bridgend,  Kew  Cumnock. 

27.  David  Eaglesbam,  Bamageton,  Maiicbliiie. 

28.  William  Ewau,  61  Castle  Street,  Forfar. 

29.  Eliza  B.  Fitidlay,  20  Anlgowan  Square,  Greenoek. 

80.  Margaret  D.  Gentle,  Viewfortb  House,  Bankf'ioti  Pertk. 

81.  G.  Gilbertson,  Durran  OIri»;,  Castletown,  Caithnesa. 

82.  Mabel  S.  Gill,  Craig  Dhu,  Crieff. 

33.  Henry  W.  Gregor,  113  Juhn  Street,  Aberdeen. 

34.  Mary  Jane  Henderson,  Greenbeck,  Johnstone,  liOckerlne. 
36.  Margaret  Iinrie,  Collace,  Perth. 

36.  Jessie  Hay  Johnstone,  Ix>aningfoot|  Rirkbean,  Dam£riea. 

37.  Lizzie  Johnston,  High  Street,  Annan. 

38.  Jane  Kay,  65  Wornlhead  Street,  Dunfermline. 

39.  Jessie  M.  Lang,  Glenhuntly  Cottage,  Port-Gla^ow. 

40.  James  Leitch,  Albert  Terrace,  Buunikier  Koad,  Kirkcaldy. 

41.  WiUiam  Lindsay,  8  Caledonian  Terrace,  Eklinbai^gli. 

42.  Eliza  B.  Lumsden,  Main  Street,  Lochgelly. 

43.  Margaret  M*Beth,  20  Mary  well  Street,  Aberdeen. 

44.  Hugh  M'Donald,  Miltnn  Villa,  Hawthorne  Walk,  InTernem 

45.  Elizabeth  M'Keuzie,  Alrick,  Gleuisla,  by  Alyth. 

46.  Jessie  MacLeod,  F.  C.  Manms,  Appin. 

47.  Catherine  Ada  M^Tavisfa,  The  Gardens,  Airthiey  Castle,  ftafaf. 

48.  Isabella  Mar*phen»on,  F.  C.  Manse,  Findhorn. 

49.  Robert  Barns  Mearns,  -40  Perth  Road,  Dundee. 
60.  Islay  K  Murray,  6  Perth  Road,  Dundee, 

51.  James  ^loffat,  Bumbank,  Hamilton. 

52.  David  Mitchell,  Knapp,  Inchtnre. 

53.  Margaret  P.  Moncrieff,  14  Gmnby  Terraoe,  Glngmr. 

54.  James  Beath  Nicholson.  Elm  bank,  Stirling. 

55.  Helen  Osier,  East  Tullyfergus,  Alyth. 

56.  Emily  L.  Paterson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Tranent, 

57.  James  Reith,  1  Mount  Street  W.,  Aberdeen. 

58.  James  Reowick,  Skirling,  Biggar. 

.59.  William  John  Slenser,  27  Langside,  Aberdeenahim. 
60.  Hugh  Smith,  Mayfield,  Langnide,  Glasgow. 
iBl.  George  Stewart^  Midthird,  Botriphnis^  Keitk. 

62.  Jane  T.  Stoddart,  8  BmnUtield  Place,  £dittbni|(h. 

63.  Maiy  8.  Wilson,  5  Findhorn  Terrace,  Grange  Loen,  Edinbmjik. 
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The  fbUowinff  Books  have  been  allotted  for  Ftiaes  :— 

Hagh  Miner's  Complete  Worki.     14  Tok. 

Prineipel  Gandlieh's  Soriptnre  Cheracten. 

RatherfoTde  Letten.     2  vols.     (Dr.  Bonar's  edition.) 

Dr.  W.  Smith's  Concise  Bible  Dictionary. 

Pressens^'s  Early  Years  of  Christianity.    4  Tolf. 

Farrar's  life  of  St  PaoL     2  toIs. 

Cooybeare  and  Howson*s  St  PaoL    2  vols. 

Dr.  Binnie  on  the  Pbalms. 

Thomson's  Land  and  the  Book. 

Dr.  U.  Smith's  Life  of  Dr.  Duff.     2  toIs. 

Dr.  M'Crie's  Early  Years  of  John  Calvin. 

Br.  M*Crie'8  Sketches.    Etc.  eta 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


MAY  1880. 


The  Finance  Committee  beg  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  the 
following  general  statements  regardins:  the  finances  of  the  Free  Church 
for  the  year  to  Slst  March  1880.  The  Committee,  after  careful  con- 
sideration, agreed,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  interest  thereby  suBtained, 
to  accept  of  payment  of  the  large  balances  due  by  the  City  of  Glasgow 
Bank  in  full,  without  interest,  for  the  sake  of  an  early  settlement. 

Although  the  community  is  still  suffering  from  various  causes, 
tbe  total  amount  received  by  the  Free  Church  during  the  year 
ending  Slst  March  1880  is  greater  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  has 
reached  the  large  sum  of  £591,478,  17s.  8d.,  being  £40,000  in  excess  of 
the  amount  received  the  previous  year.  The  causes  of  this  result  are 
tte  receipt  of  two  large  legacies,  and  the  amount  brought  to  credit  under 
tbe  Church  Extension  Building  Fund.  There  has  been,  however,  a 
''iminution  in  the  regular  income  of  the  different  Schemes ;  but  certainly 
^t  to  Buch  an  extent  as  might  have  been  feared,  and  there  appears  to 
be  reason  to  hope  that  in  the  future,  elasticity  may  be  shown  in  the 
various  fiinds  of  the  Church,  similar  to  what  has  been  experienced  in 
former  years. 

Another  matter  has  engaged,  during  the  year,  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.  After,  and  probably  as  a  consequence  of,  the  labour  of  pre- 
paring the  accounts  of  the  year  to  Slst  March  1879,  the  health  of  our 
ninch-esteemed  and  valuable  Treasurer  was  a  good  deal  impaired.  The 
^mmittee,  in  consequence,  made  arrangements  for  his  having  a  longer 
period  of  relaxation  than  usual.  He  materially  benefited  by  this  '  but 
the  Committee  thought  it  their  duty  to  consider  the  matter  carefully,  and 
^^ey  accordingly  remitted  it  to  a  Sub- Committee,  who,  having  given 
attention  to  it,  and  communicated  with  the  Treasurer,  submitted  the 
following  Beport : — "  The  Sub-Committee  have  carefully  considered  the 
"tatter  remitted  to  them.  They  have  learned  with  great  pleasure  that 
^Ir.  Maodonald's  health  has  considerably  improved,  and  that  the  heavy 
^ork  incident  to  the  annual  closing  and  printing  of  the  accounts  of  the 
30 
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Cbnrcb  has  been  successfully  got  through.  The  Sab-Gommittee  i 
howeyer,  of  opiuion  that,  with  the  view  both  of  affording  the  Tr»5iu 
some  relief  from  his  important,  laborious,  and  anxious  duties,  and  ofpr 
moting  the  interests  of  the  Free  Church,  it  maj  prove  desirable  tin 
some  one  was  appointed  Joint-Treasurer  with  Mr.  Macdonald,  to  vim 
he  could  look  for  steady  and  efficient  assistance  in  all  the  detifk  mi 
who  would  share  with  him  the  responsibility  attending  the  kge  tnD» 
actions  passing  through  the  office."  The  Finance  Committee  r«^:t« 
fully  submit  the  suggestion  contained  in  this  Report  to  the  GiirnI 
Assembly,  that  they  may  do  what  they  think  right  in  the  matter. 


I. — Balance-Sheet  at  31st  March  1880. 

The  Balance- Sheet  is  as  usual  appended  to  the  Report  It  giT«c:-T 
a  view  of  the  position  of  the  various  accounts  at  the  close  of  tbej^i'V 
regards  funds  in  bank,  and  more  immediately  available ;  it  does  not  inc'dii 
permanent  investments ;  a  risumi  of  the  latter  is  given  on  the  l&st  pis 
(38)  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Church.  On  the  Snstentation  Fund  Mz 
the  balance  on  each  separate  fund  is  at  credit,  with  the  exception  of  tl 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  where  there  is  a  debit  balance  oi^i 
to  an  Investment  made  in  anticipation  of  legacies  soon  payable.         I 

On  the  Mission  Ledger  the  balances  are  again  all  at  credit,  witb ;« 
exceptions,  namely,  College  General  Fund,  where  the  Income  6ti!l  i* 
short  of  the  outlay,  and  the  Assembly  Hall  Account,  where  the  ^ 
balance  has  been  reduced  to  £147. 

The  other  balances  are  generally  less  than  in  the  previons  ?**•'• 
owing  to  diminished  income ;  they  are  barely  sufficient  for  carrrio;  ^ 
the  operations  of  the  Schemes.  As  the  various  Committees  are  f^Y^ 
not  to  get  into  debt,  they  must  at  the  close  of  the  year  have  eiw?-^ 
meet  their  engagements  until  new  funds  come  in. 


II. — General  Charges  and  Expenses  of  Committees. 

There  is  a  reduction  of  £540  under  the  head  of  Oeneral  C1i<^' 
there  being  little  extraordinary  expenditure  this  year. 

The  total  expenses,  including  those  of  the  General  Assembly^  coDimw 
to  form  a  small  percentage  on  the  funds  passing  through  the  Tretsui^rt 
hands. 

III. — General  Collections. 

Collections  made  within  the  period  from  3l8t  March  1879  to  Slat  Marth  1^-^^ 


1.  Home  Misaion,  in  April  1879, 

2.  Colonial  Mission,  in  June      „ 

3.  Evangelisation  of  the  Masses,  in  Sept.      „ 

4.  Highlands  and  Islands,  in  Oct.        „ 

5.  Dismption  Ministers,  in  Nov.      „ 

6.  Jews'  Conversion,  in  Dec       „ 

7.  Continental  Scheme,  in  January  1880, 

8.  Colleges,  in  Feb.  „ 


£2,930  IS  ; 

2,261  '  • 
2.459  8  • 
2,404  12  ' 

2,185  :' 

2.810  3  ; 
2,062  li : 
2,097  15  ' 


SumoftheM,    X19»2U 


1  6 
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Brouglit  forward,         .     £19,212     1     6 

9.  Foreign  MiBsions,  very  partial — ^the  great  bulk  of  our  Con- 
gregationa  subscribing  through  Associations— in  July 
1879, 1,192     2     4 


Sum,     £20,404     3  10 

The  Collections  have  stood  their  ground  well ;  there  is  a  decrease  of 
£500 — ^bnt  as  there  was  no  collection  for  Education,  and  it  amonnted  to 
£1500  the  previous  year,  there  is  really  an  increase  of  £1000.     On  the 
earlier  collections  there  was  a  diminution,  but  on  the  later  an  improve- 
ment, and  this  may  be  regarded  as  a  good  augury  for  the  future. 

IV. — Abstract  of  the  Whole  Funds  raised  during  the  year  1879-80. 

1.  Building  Funds  — 

General,  including  New  Church  Extension  Building  Fund,      £19,498     6     2 
Local, 66,755  18     7 


Together,        £76,254    4     9 
2.  Sustentation — 

General  Fund  (Associations,  £160,477, 

138.  6d.), £172,507  11     1 


942  0  11 

883  5  11 

8,223  8     3 

2,626  6     2 


Capital  Fund,      .... 
Supplementary  Fund, 
Aged  and  In6rm  Ministers'  Fund, 
Pre-Disruption  Ministers*  Fund,  . 

Together, 185,182  12     4 

3.  Congregational  Funds, *        .         189,477     9     1 

4.  Education  (including  Government  Grants,  £14,654,  6s. ; 

Fees  from  Pupils,  other  Grants,  etc.,  £3585,  6s.  5d.)     .  21,826  15     0 

5.  College — 

General  Fund,  including  Glasgow  and 

Aberdeen,       .    ,     .         .         .         .      £9,023     5     7 

Endowment,        ;         .         .         .         .         1,294    4  10 

Building,     ......  

Bursaries  and  Scholarships,  .         1,488     5     5 

Cunningham   Scholarship   and  Fellow- 
ship,        426     2     1 

library, 138     4     2 

Together,     12,370    2     1 

6-  MissionjEH— 

Home  Mission  and  Evangelisation,  in- 
cluding Miners'  Mission, 

Highlands, 

Foreign  (Associations,  £13,170,  7s.  2d.), 
including  Mission  Buildings*  Fund, 

Colonies, 

Jews,  ...... 

Continent, 

Ladies'  Indian  Female  Association, 

Together, 

7-  Mrs.  Peat's  and  other  special  Trusts, 

8.  General  Trustees, 

^- Assembly  Hall, 351     7     3 


£8,621  7  6 
15,705  16  7 

58,857  5  5 
4,188  18  9 

10,013  13  11 
4,123  13  6 
4,215  13  11 

105,726  9  7 
289  17  7 

... 

Sum,    £591,478  17     8 
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The  Funds  show  an  increase  of  £40,000  upon  tbe  amount  Teoeivel 
during  the  previous  year,  and  exceed  by  £15,700  the  receipts  of  to/ 
other  year.     Adverting  to  the  details,  it  will  be  found  : — 

1.  The  General  Building  Fund  shows  a  diminution  of  £5300,  ovi^ 
to  there  being  a  decrease  of  £10,300  in  the  Local  Building  Fundi. 

2.  The  Sustentaiion  Fund  shows  a  decrease  of  £3500,  whereof  i\^ 
is  on  the  amount  received  through  the  Associations 

3.  The  Congregational  Funds  exhibit  a  small  decrease. 

4.  The  Education  Fund  is  £2300  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

5.  The  College  Funds  show  an  increase  of  £1100. 

6.  Under  the  head  of  Missions  there  is  the  very  large  increase  of  i^ 
wards  of  £49,000 ;  this  arises  from  the  receipt  of  generous  Legi.l'} 
bequeathed  to  the  Highlands,  Foreign  Missions,  and  tbe  Mission  for  ^ 
Conversion  of  the  Jews. 

On  the  whole,  the  amount  received  by  the  Free  Church  of  Scotlaad 
during  the  year  to  31st  March  1880,  is  very  encouraging. 

It  has  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee  that  ti» 
following  gentlemen.  Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  David  Maclagan,  and  M'. 
John  Cowan,  W.S.,  have  agreed  to  give  their  personal  guarantee  totfce 
Bank  of  Scotland  in  respect  of  the  payment  of  certain  sums  on  depoa:- 
receipt  of  that  Bank,  amounting  in  all  to  £530,  4s.  1  Id.,  beloagio?  p 
the  executry  estate  of  the  late  Robert  McLaren,  residing  at  Powbrl"?. 
in  the  PaVish  of  Methven  and  County  of  Perth,  to  the  residue  of  ti**^ 
estate  the  Church  has  right  under  his  will.     It  will  be  proper  thi:i( 
General  Assembly  pass  a  minute  undertaking  to  relieve  uiese  gentl<ia 
of  any  sums  they  may  have  to  pay  under  the  guarantee  granted  bj  '^ 

By  authority  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  Cc^vener, 

Edinburgh,  2Sih  May  1880. 
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APPENDIX. 


Balance-Shset  of  Treasurer's  Ledger,  Slst  March  1880. 


L — SUSTKMTATION  FCTND  LeDGBR. 


By  Suatentatioii  Fand,    . 

By  ,,  Capita]  Fond,    . 

By  „  Supplementary  Fund, 

To  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 

By  Miscellaneous  Accounts, 

To  British  Linen  Company  Bank, 


£       £61,754  11  9 

431  10  2 

217     7  11 

931     0    4  

3,413     3  10 

64,S85  13    4  

£65,816  13  8  £65.816  13  8 


IL — Mission  Lkdoxb. 


By  Home  Mission, 

By  Chalmers'  Endowments, 

By  Miners'  Mission, 

By  Highland  Mission, 

By  Education  Fund, 

To  College  General  Fund, 

By  College  Endowment  Fund, 

By  Bursary  Fund, 

By  Cunningham  Lectureship, 

By  Foreign  Missions, 

By  Colonial  Churches,     . 

By  Jews'  Conversion, 

By  Church  Building  Fund, 

By  Manse  Fund, 

By  Church  Extension  Building  Fund, 

To  Assembly  Hall, 

By  Continental  Fund,     . 

By  Smieton  Trust, 

By  Balance  of  sundry  accounts. 

To  Bank  of  Scotland, 

To  British  Linen  Company  Bank, 


1,189  19    3 


14    5     0 


1,148    0    2 
35,326  12    4 


£134  5  7 
114  18  7 
1,744  5  10 
3,047  6  10 
1,812  17     3 


419    5  11 
467     6    8 


7,600  5  5 

675  7  5 

5,326  15  7 

522  4  8 

632  14  8 

11,346  4  2 


1,428     8     7 

96    9    0 

2,311     0     7 


£37,678  16    9  £37,678  16    9 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ANXHT 


T/ie  Contagious  Diseases  (  Women)  Acts, 

1866-69. 


MAT    1880. 


No  i  w  ixaSTAKDiHG  all  the  gigantic  effbrts  which  have  been  made  to 
'ocure  the  repeal  of  these  foal  Acts,  thej  still  continue  to  disgrace  the 
ritiah  Statute  Book. 

The  Assemblj  of  1879  continued  this  Church's  action  of  petitioning 
r  their  total  and  immediate  repeal,  on  the  ground  that  thej  are  uncon- 
National  in  themselves,  unjust,  and  immoral  in  their  effects,  contrary 
the  free  spirit  of  Britbh  law  and  institutions,  and  calculated  to  impede 
9  religious  and  moral  progress  of  the  country.  That  these  grounds  for 
position  to  them  are  true,  is  shown  by  the  very  purpose  for  which  they 
ire  enacted,  for  they  are  called  Acts  "For  the  better  prevention  of 
>ntagious  Diseases  at  certain  Naval  and  Military  Stations,"  and  the 
>y&I  Commissioners  explain  in  their  report  (sec.  13)  that  their  object 
*^8o  far  to  control  their  conduct  {i.e.  the  conduct  of  prostitutes)  as  to 
Oder  the  pmctice  of  prostiiatum,  if  not  absolutely  innocuous,  at  least 
ucb  less  dangerous." 

On  the  11th  June  1879  a  select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
'^  appointed  to  inquire  into  these  Acts, — their  administration,  opera- 
^n,  and  effect,  with  instructions  to  report  whether  they  should  be  main- 
iDed,  extended,  amended  or  repealed.  On  the  30th  July  they  reported 
'At  they  had  partly  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them,  but  had  not 
'<^n  able  to  complete  the  inquiry.  They  reported  the  evidence  taken, 
)d  recommended  the  re-appointment  of  the  Committee  in  the  following 
-^sioD.  The  Committee  was  re-appointed  on  the  16th  February,  but 
^^  made  no  further  report  when  that  Parliament  was  dissolved. 
'I'he  evidence  led  at  the  first  Committee  was  entirely  on  the  side  of 
e  promoters  of  the  Acts.  The  conditions  were  wholly  in  their  favour, 
31 
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the  inquiry  was  confined  to  their  stfongest  ground,  and  the  witm 
were  selected  by  themselves.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would 
have  been  wonderful,  or  any  cause  for  great  disheartening,  even  if 
had  made  out  a  strong  case  in  favour  of  the  Acts.  Their  case  was  eo- 
fined  to  the  hygienic  results.  That,  surely,  is  the  least  important  Ttt 
even  if  it  were  possible  that  the  adoption  of  mcml  evil  should  ni 
material  good,  the  total  results  would  still  be  hssy  and  the  matemi  fud 
would  be  dearly  purchased  by  the  acceptance  of  the  moral  evil  T^ 
supporters  of  these  Acts  had  to  prove,  and  th^y  thought  that  tbejier? 
able  to  prove,  '*  that  the  large  expenditure  of  public  money,  the  iocnie 
of  the  hateful  and  dangerous  system  of  hired  spies,  and  the  viohiki  of 
law  and  personal  right,  involved  in  carrying  out  the  Acts,  had  pnM 
in  ten  years  such  marked  good  effects  on  the  public  health,  and  n  Ikik 
bad  effect  in  any  other  way,  as  to  justify  the  system,  at  least  to  tbes- 
selves,  by  provhig  that  the  'right'  was  great  and  the  ' wrong' «ts 
little." 

The  result  was  utterly  the  opposite.     Of  the  six  witnesses,  four  wen 
army  doctors,  one  was  one  of  the  examining  surgeons  created  bj  tbe 
and  one  was  a  police  surgeon.     A  study  of  their  evidence  led  to  thi 
result :  ^*  That  though   they  all    professed    great  enthusiasm  for  tl 
system,  they  nevertheless  avowed  their  ignorance  on  many  iinportsiii| 
hygienic  points,  and  professed  contemptuous  indifference  as  regards  ^cst 
of  them;  that  they  contradicted  themselves  and  each  other;  thm^ 
statements  were  occasionally  uncandid,  and  that  they  strained  faet?  & 
suit  their  own  case,  which  it  is  never  necessary  to  do  when  one's  ctf  ^ 
strong ;  that  they  avoided  answering  inconvenient  questions,  sod  lem- 
times  replied  to  such  questions  in  a  manner  that  was  disrespectfiil  ^^ 
Committee;  and  lastly,  that  they  showed  that  the  effect  of  tbeir?r 
statistics  depended  entirely  on  how  they  were  handled ;  that  thej  i^^ 
among  themselves  as  to  the  principles  on  which  it  was  best  to  dai^ 
them;  and  that,  manipulated  as  they  liked,  these  figures  indioteda 
sanitary  result  so  exceedingly  small  as  to  be  scarcely  worth  the  tioa^ 
of  stating,  much  less  of  paying  the  heavy  price  for  it" — which  bis'tKea 
paid  both  in  money  and  morals.     **'  Not  only  have  they  not  convioeec 
their  opponents,  "  either  of  the  justness  of  their  views  or  of  the  Gi^^ 
ignorance,  but  they  must  themselves  have  felt  as  the  inquiry  procee<iei 
some  little  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  the  opinions  which  tbej  first  p- 
pounded,  some  misgiving  of  their  own  perfect  mastery  of  all  tbe  ^ 
which  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  consider.    They  appeared  to  ^ 
at  first  under  the  impression  that  they  had  only  to  state  their  ovn  tak 
in  their  own  way ;  that  it  was  quite  enough  for  a  Director-Geoenl  ^ 
the  Army  Medical  Department,  or  a  retired  Inspector-General  of  Hce 
pitflls,  to  say  that  the  Acts  were  completely  successful  and  ought  to  ^ 
maintained,  and  that  that  statement  would  be  what  would  remaifi*'^ 
the  Committee  as  the  result  of  their  appearing  before  it.    Instead  of  t^ 
they  found  a  searching  examination  made  into  the  grounds  and  valo^'' 
their  opinions,  a  merciless  exposure  of  the  slendemess  of  some  of  t^ 
premises,  and  the  unsoundness  of  some  of  their  conclusiooa.''   1°^' 
they  seem  to  be  now  discredited  witnesses,  whose  personal  opimoBsc^ 
no  longer  have  any  weight,  and  whose  statements  must  be  exaonte> 
carefnlly  by  the  Committee  before  any  importance  is  attached  to  theo* 

In  corroboration  of  tbe  opinion  thus  expressed  may  be  quoted  sg^ 
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rorda  used  bj  the  Chairman  of  the  Managing  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Jbert  Hospital,  Devonport  (one  of  the  HospitaJs  under  the  Acts),  at  its  an^ 
oal  meeting  on  the  13th  November  last ;  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  that 
The  state  of  the  question  at  the  present  moment  was  a  yer  j  critical  one." 
le  is  a  supporter  of  the  Acts.)  '^Thej  must  recollect  that  there  was  a 
i^e  party  well  organised,  and  composed  of  men  of  high  position,  of 
)werfal  intellect  and  great  ability  and  acuteness,  who  were  strongly 
)po8ed  to  the  operation  of  the  Acts.  In  the  course  of  the  last  Session 
Parliament  he  took  upon  himself  to  attend  some  of  the  meetings  of 
e  select  Committee,  and  he  was  immensely  struck  with  the  ability  with 
iiich  the  case  against  the  Acts  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Stansfield,  Sir 
arcourt  Johnstone,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  and  others.  There  was  a  large 
1(1  organised  staff  to  conduct  the  case  and  suggest  questions ;  and,  except 
bat  was  done  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  there  was  no  organised 
iS  to  conduct  the  case  in  favour  of  the  Acts,  so  that  unless  strong  and 
rcible  evidence  was  produced  before  the  Committee  during  the  next 
•ting  of  Parliament,  there  was  some  question  as  to  whether  the  Acts 
)uld  continue  or  not." 

The  new  Committee  only  held  two  sittings  on  the  4th  and  9th  of  March, 
ben  the  evidence  was  confined  to  that  of  Dr.  Nevins  of  Liverpool. 
is  evidence  is  not  yet  officially  published ;  but  the  result  of  it  may  be 
itbered  from  what  he  stated  at  the  outset.  He  said  he  was  now  an 
^ponent  of  the  Contagions  Diseases  Acts^  but  that  had  not  always  been 
«  case ;  he  was  at  first  opposed  to  any  examination  of  the  subject,  and 
ich'ned  to  discuss  it ;  it  was  disagreeable,  and  he  had  a  general  impres- 
on,  shared  by  the  medical  profession,  that  the  Acts  were  likely  to  be 
leful  in  the  Army  and  Navy ;  he  also  thought  that  exaggerated  state- 
ents  were  made  in  opposition  to  the  Acts,  and  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
AJ  in  which  the  discussion  was  conducted.  The  circumstance  of  his 
'ing  a  teacher  in  a  medical  school  made  it  his  duty  to  make  himself 
■qoainted  with  the  operation  of  the  Acts,  and  he  accordingly  did  so. 
e  determined  to  examine  only  the  official  reports  laid  before  the 
)Qntry  by  the  6o<pemment  in  order  to  form  an  opinion  in  the  first 
stance.  Having  carefully  examined  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  before 
e  Royal  Commission,  he  became  quite  convinced  that  the  Acts  were 
H  defensible  either  as  moral  or  constitutional  legislation.  He  con- 
pded  his  evidence  by  stating  that  he  believed  that  the  universal  effect 
'  a  system  like  this  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  registered  women, 
lereby  greatly  increasing  the  danger  of  disease,  and  to  stimulate  clandes- 
ne  prostitution,  thereby  increasing  the  danger  to  the  general  popula- 
on.  Having  closely  examined  all  the  returns  and  reports,  the  proof  of 
le  failure  of  the  system  was  to  his  mind  conclusive.  It  appeared  to  him 
)at  to  expect  any  large  reduction  of  these  diseases  by  endeavours 
irected  against  one  sex  only,  was  to  the  last  degree  unscientific  But 
"on^  the  almost  universal  tenor  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Reports,  he 
elieved  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  a  co-ordinate  examination 
[  men,  with  any  approach  to  universal  application.  The  Army  and 
^A^y  surgeons  were  almost  unanimous  in  saying  that  the  men,  especially 
^6  better  class  of  men  whom  it  was  desired  to  enlist,  objected  strongly 
^  i|)  and  the  medical  officers  themselves  ako  objected  strongly.  Sir  W. 
loir*  also  expressed  the  same  opinion,  and  from  his  own  very  long 

*  Director-Oeneral  of  the  Army  Medical  Departmenl 
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experience  in  a  medical  school,  he  (Dr.  Nevins)  helieved  that  to  pat  sucl 
compulsory  duty  on  army  surgeons  would  disincline  many  to  join  the  Benrii 
His  opinion  was  distinct  that  no  success  could  be  looked  for  froo 
system  that  examined  women  and  not  men,  and  his  conclusion  ^9i} 
the  result  of  a  long  and  elaborate  inquiry,  that  these  Acts  of  Parliama 
which  had  begun  by  aiming  at  what  was  constitutionally  immoral,  n 
from  their  tendency,  and  from  the  objectionable  way  in  which  tbej  h 
been  carried  out,  a  hygienic  failure. 

The  dissolution  of  Parliament  in  March  has,,  of  course,  put  an  edi 
the  meantime  to  the  Committee.  As  the  new  Parliament  contaia 
large  number  of  men  utterly  opposed  to  the  retention  of  these  Ac&l 
new  Committee  will  probably  be  appointed  without  delay,,  and  ^ 
It  cannot  be  but  that  public  opinion  will  enforce  the  necesaty  of  t» 
tinuing  this  inquiry. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  late  Parliament,  454  petitions,  fid 
39,681  signatures  in  favour  of  repeal,  were  presented. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  prtmitumi  of  ti« 
Acts,  as  iYie  principle  underlying  them^  that  is  the  important  thing.  It 
has  been  toe  much  overlooked  in  the  discussions  which  have  taken  {^ 
regarding  them.  The  principle  on  which  the  legislation  in  question 
founded  is:— not  the  preysntion,  not  the  repression,  not  the  Roa 
of — but  the  PROYisiON  for  vice.  This  is  shown  by  the  words  of 
unanimous  Report  of  the  Royal  Commissioners,  who  state  that  the  ob; 
of  these  Acts  was  (by  the  control  of  prostitutes)  '^  to  render  the  pracn 
of  prostitution,  if  not  absolutely  innocuous,  at  least  much  less  dangero^ 
That  *'  prostitution  "  is  here  used  as  a  less  repulsive  term  than  the  sat 
accurate  designation  of  sexual  vice  on  the  part  of  men,  '*  fornicatkL*' 
obvious  enough  ;  but  if  proof  were  wanted  it  is  to  be  found  in  aci^ 
part  of  the  same  report,  to  the  effect  that,. besides  soldiers  andsiua^ 
«  every  man  in  the  protected  district  who  has  commerce  with  the  pn^ 
tutes  participates  in  the  beneBt  of  the  Acts." 

Let  it  be  understood  then,  that  supposing  these  Acta  were  repeal^: 
any  legislation  coming  in  their  room  (and  there  have  been  attempt  i 
it)  which  proceeds  on  the  same  principle,  however  modified  in  det&il- 
any  legislation  which  recognises  vice  for  the  purpose  of  making  pronsi^^ 
for  it,  instead  of  for  repressing  or  punishing  it,  must  meet  with  determio^ 
opposition. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  Assembly  again  to  petition  in  faroi] 
of  repeal;  to  reappoint  the  Committee;  to  renew  their  recoromendatic 
to  all  the  ministers  and  sessions  of  the  Church  to  fully  inform  themsehe 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  inform  their  people  regarding'these  Acts,  thai 
right  public  opinion  may  be  formed,  and  all  lawful  and  constitutioiu 
steps  taken  for  their  speedy  and  complete  repeal ;  and  to  aathorise  tbd 
Committee  to  appeal  to  the  Church  for  funds  to  carry  out  these  reciis 
raendations. 

WM.  FERGUSON,  Convener 
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EEPOBT 


OF  THE 


Special  Commission  on  Transfer  and  Sale 

of  Schools. 


MAY    1880. 


Thi  CSommissioxi  was  re-appoiuied  by  last  General  Assembly,  wiib  special 
power  to  deal  with  the  cases  arising  under  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
School  Properties  Act>  1878. 

The  Commission  in  the  course  of  the  year  have  had  fourteen  cases  under 
their  consideration,  and  these  have  been  disposed  of  in  the  manner  set 
forth  in  the  Abstract  of  Proceedings  annexed  to  this  Beport  (Appendix 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  precise  information  in  regard  to  the  disposal 
of  the  prices  of  the  properties  authorised  to  be  sold,  and  the  application 
pf  the  Rents  where  authority  has  been  given  to  let  the  properties,  and  also 
in  order  to  elicit  information  about  the  properties  in  regard  to  which  no 
applications  have  yet  been  made,  the  Commission  intend  to  issue  Schedules 
^  the  Deacons'  Courts  of  all  congregations  which  held  School  Property  at 
the  date  of  the  Act  in  the  terms  annexed  to  this  Beport  (see  Appendix 
^"^0.  n.) 

To  enable  the  Commission  to  repay  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements 
Committee  the  cost  of  the  School  Properties  Act,  which  amounted  to 
^1024,  Gs.  9d,  the  Commission,  in  granting  authority  to  seU  Properties, 
sUpxilaie  that  4  per  cent,  of  the  price  shall  be  paid  to  the  Assembly 
'^^'^gements  Committee  to  account  of  the  expenses. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Commission, 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  C7oni«ncr. 
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APPENDIX  No.  L 


1.  Gases  in  which  power  given  to  SelL 


Congreiiation. 

Data  of  Sanction. 

Puzpoaea  to  whieb  flree  Prooaedik 
be  applied. 

£vie  and  Rendall 
(Wasbiater  School). 

Stonehoose  (School),     . 

Evie  and  BendaU 
(RendaU). 

CoUesaie, 

Binay  (Above-theHiU), 
Yester, 

Uth  Oct  1879, 

Uth  Oct  1879, 

19th  Feb.  1880, 
29th  Mar.  1880, 

29th  April  1880, 
29th  AprU  1880, 

(1.)   Maintenance   of   Sabbitl- 
Bchools  of  the  GongT^^ite; 
(2.)  Library,  if  deemediwi- 
sary ;  (3.)  School  PiiM. 

(1.)  Bursaries;  (2.)  Prisei  usd 
Fees  of  Kormal  School  Star 
dents;     and  (3.)  SabUth 
school  Library. 

Allowance  to  Mr.  James  6nj, 
Teacher. 

(1.)  AUowance  to  Mr.  0.  W 
Officer,    Teacher;   (2.)  fi>^ 
largement  and  fittiog  up  M 
for  Sabbath-school  porpon ; 
(3.)  Library ;  (4.)  Pma 

(1.)  Establishment  of  Sabfeti^ 
school;    (2.)   Congpegati*^ 
Library  ;  (3.)  School  Fb» 

Erection  of  Hall  to  accosto*^ 
Library,     Bible,   Pali*. 
and  other  classes. 

2.  Cases  in  which  power  griven  to  Let. 


Congregation. 


West  Chnrch,  Airdrie 
(Teacher's  House). 


Glenisla  (Teacher's 
House). 

Leswalt  (Teacher's 
House). 

Birsay  (Twatt,  Teacher's 
House). 


Date  of  Sanction. 


Porpoaes  to  which  Bents  tobei|#e<^ 


Uth  Oct.  1879, 


14th  Oct.  1879, 


29th  Mar.  1880, 


29th  April  1880, 


Various  objects  connected  witt 
Sabbath-schools  and  KU^ 
classes. 

Sabbath^hools,  Music  Cltf« 
Lectures,  and  library. 


Sabbath-schoolB, 
Bursaries. 


FriMi,   t^ 


Class  and  Lecture  Booo,  ^ 
bath-school  and  librtry. 
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3.  Cases  in  which  anthoiity  given  to  use  the  School  for 


DkteoT 


Greenlaw  (SchodQ, 


GrleniaU  (Brewlands 
Girls'  School). 


14th  OeL  1879,       (1.)  Am  a  HaD  for  edoeatioDal 

pvpom;      <S.)      Sabbath- 
school;  (X)  Pafaiic Leefenra. 


14th  OeL  1879, 


Meetings  in  oonneetioii  with 
Congregational  work, — Sab- 
bath-ac^ooU,  Mnsie  Classes, 


I 


4.  Special  Caaee. 


I 


I 

BamlUm  (Woodnde),    ;  14th  Oct  1879, 


Uswalt^ 


29th  ICar.  1880, 


To  conTert  School  into  Dwelling- 
honae,  and  to  spply  Bents 
for  maintaining  Congrega- 
tional  Libraiy  and  Sft^Vath 
school,  and  also  for  Prins 
and  Rewaid-ticketB  to  Sab- 
bath-school children. 

To  employ  materials  of  School 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  to 
expend  money  received  from 
Insurance  Company  in  re- 
instating building  on  Ckarch 
site,  in  form  of  £dl  or  Class- 


I 


.  I 


6.  Case  of  Tranafer. 


Stratha 


Ten, 


l>«teor 


29th  April  1880, 


To  tranafer  to  School  Board  on 
certain  conditions. 
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APPBNDIX  No.  IL 

I.  Cask  wherx  applioatiovs  hays  come  befobx  Coiimisbiok. 

1.  Wherepowerqfsakffitfen, 

(a.)  Has  the  property  been  told,  and  if  so,  what  price  has  been  got  ? 

(6.)  Have  the  grants  received  from  GoTemment  and  the  General  ha^j 
been  repaid  T 

(e.)  Has  the  percentage  for  cost  of  Act  been  paid  to  tbe  AasfflnWyAtny- 
ments  Committee  ? 

(d,)  In  what  way  has  the  balance  been  invested,  and  what  is  the  eEtsr:: 
annual  return  ? 

(e.)  If  the  buildings  are  not  sold,  how  are  they  at  present  used  ? 

(/.)  If  any  rent  is  received  from  them,  how  is  it  disposed  of  ? 

2.  W^ere  power  to  lei  given. 
At  what  rent  have  the  buildings  been  let  t 


II.  Caabs  where  appltoatioks  hate  not  yet  been  mabb  to  the  (knam 

1.  What  do  the  buildings  consist  of,  and  how  are  they  at  pres^it  used? 

2.  What  is  the  supposed  value  of  the  buildings  T 

3.  What  is  the  present  rental,  and  how  is  it  applied  t 

4.  On  what  title  is  property  held  ? 

5.  Are  the  School  buildings  close  to  the  Church  or  Manse,  or  in  the  EW^' 


No.  ZZZUL 


^xtt  €\inxt]^  ai  S^tatlunln. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  CHURCH  EXTENSION  BUILDING 

FUND  COMMITTEE. 


MAY  1880. 


Ths  first  duty  which  the  Committee  were  called  to  perform  was  to 
lake  arrangements  in  the  matter  of  a  Secretary.  They  were  empowered  by 
>e  Assembly  to  appoint  one  "  with  such  allowance  as  may  be  necessary." 
laving  unanimously  agreed  to  ask  Br.  Adam,  one  of  their  number,  to 
scept  of  that  office,  and  Mr.  Watt,  Free  Church  Offices,  to  act  as  Sub- 
ecretary,  they  remitted  to  Dr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Garment,  Col.  Young,  Mr. 
'bite,  and  Mr.  Bannerman,  to  consider  and  report  as  to  a  suitable 
lowance,  and  this,  on  their  recommendation,  was  fixed  at  £100  in  the 
rmer  case,  and  £50  in  the  latter.  Dr.  Adam  deemed  it  right  and  proper 
consult  the  Home  Mission  Committee  on  the  subject  before  personally 
^tertaining  the  question,  and,  after  their  approval  was  very  cordially 
iren,  he  accepted  the  appointment  for  a  year. 

As  another  preliminary  matter,  they  had  to  appoint  two  Sub-Committees 
*  meet  respectively  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  as  required  by  the  Regu- 
tions  of  the  Scheme,  it  being  laid  down  that  all  applications  for  grants 
Md  in  the  first  instance  come  before  the  one  or  the  other  of  these,  and 
^  be  prepared  for  final  decision  by  the  whole  Committee.     It  was 

red  that  the  Secretary  should  be  a  member  of  both,  and  take  charge  of 
business.  They  also  arranged  as  to  an  equitable  division  of  the 
nsbjteries  of  the  Church  between  East  and  West,  the  cases  connected 
^  the  former  falling  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Edinburgh,  and  those 
dongiag  to  the  latter  by  the  Glasgow  Sub -Committee. 
I  The  function  of  the  Committee,  as  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  was  two- 
Uj--Fir8ty  it  was  to  administer  the  Fund  in  accordance  with  the  Regula- 
N  framed  and  sanctioned  for  that  purpose ;  Secandlt/,  it  was  to  devise 

33  A 


2  RBPORT  or  THB  XUU 

and  carry  out  measures  for  raising  the  Fund  to  the  fiiU  amount  origini 
contemplated,  namely,  £100,000,  of  which  it  had  fallen  short  bj  Wi 
£2000  and  £3000.  In  this  latter  respect  it  was  to  take  the  place 
complete  the  work  of  the  former  Committee,  by  whose  labours  so  hif?  i 
measure  of  success  had  been  obtained.  It  will  conduce  to  distinctef  k» 
keep  these  two  things  apart  in  this  Report,  and  to  detail  their  proncdiop 
in  regard  to  them  separately. 


I.  Administration  of  the  Fund. 

It  was  obviously  desirable  to  make  the  Church  at  once  fully  unpM 
with  the  constitution  and  provisions  of  the  Scheme,  especially  fortbepa 
pose  of  directing  all  those  who  might  be  intonding  to  apply  for  grut*  s* 
to  the  exact  steps  required  to  be  ta^en  by  them  according  to  the  Asses- 
bly's  Regulations.     With  that  view,  instoad  of  trusting  to  the  ordi&^i^ 
channels  of  information,  a  full  statement  was  prepared  by  the  SeereUry 
and,  after  having  been  considered  and  sanctioned  by  the  Committee,  w 
sent  to  all  ministers.     They  do  not  see  that  they  could  have  been  eipeet) 
to  do  more,  or  that  they  can  reasonably  be  held  responsible  for 
mistakes  into  which  any  have  fallen  through  misapprehension.   Tiki 
were  also  prepared  and  approved  of  two  schedules  of  queries  to  be  iH^ 
up  in  all  cases  of  application  for  grants,  the  one  having  reference  to'-k 
erection  of  new  churches,  the  other  to  the  rebuilding  or  enlargeiKst  '^ 
existing  churches,  these  being  the  two  divisions  or  departments  (/^^ 
Scheme.    It  was  foimd  that,  before  proceeding  with  the  actual  ^  ^"^ 
distribution,  there  were  certain  questions  raised  by  some  of  tk  ^ 
earliest  applications  received  which  required  to  be  considered  and  i^ 
on  general  grounds,  apart  altogether  from  the  merits  of  particnltf  ^ 
They  were  first  carefully  dealt  with  by  the  two  Sub-Committees,  id^ 
finally  disposed  of  by  the  whole  Committee,  which  they  were  withabsds^ 
unanimity  in  every  instance.     They  were  the  following : — 

(1.)  Were  the  Committee  required  or  empowered  by  the  RegoUtioe>td 
make  grants  for  hcdh — not  halls  to  be  built  as  preparatory  to,  and  a  t^ 
porary  substitute  for,  new  churches,  but  halls  to  be  erected  in  eonneetv'B 
with,  and  as  an  addition  to,  existing  churches?    After  giving  the  id^^ 
their  best  consideration,  they  were  all  of  one  opinion,  which  was  to  w 
efifect  that  such  grants  were  not  contemplated  in,  and  were  not  vamctf' 
by,  the  provisions  of  the  Scheme.    (2.)  Were  they  called  or  allowed  to  f:^ 
grants  in  the  case  of  mere  repain  on  churches  ?     They  found  no  ^^'^ 
for  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  Regulations  by  which  exdusirely  t^.' 
were  to  be  guided.     There  might  be  a  question  on  some  occasions  vb^ 
repairs  were  not  so  radical  and  extensive  in  their  nature  as  to  amooot  >' 
rebuilding,  but  they  unanimously  held  that  they  must  amoont  to  tins  * 
the  opinion  of  competent  judges  to  bring  them  within  the  prescribed  s^V- 
of  the  Fund.     The  Committee  were  well  aware  of  the  disapiHMOOf ' 
which  this  decision  might  cause,  and  the  hardship  which  it  might  is^^ 
but  they  had  no  alternative,  and  they  were  not  a  little  relieved  bj  *' 
knowledge  that  the  ordinary  Building  Fund  is  applicable  to  repairs,  ^* 
will  be  all  the  better  able  to  assist  effectually  in  that  class  of  easei^^ 
now  having  its  work  so  largely  done  for  it  in  other  respects.  (3^)  ^^^  ^ 
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bick  were  demands  on  the  Fund  to  be  regarded  as  legitimate  in  point  of 
time?  There  could  be  little  doubt  in  this  respect  as  to  new  churches,  but 
it  was  not  quite  so  clear  and  certain  as  to  cases  of  rebuilding  and  enlarge- 
lent  Finding  that  only  stations  and  charges  sanctioned  at  and  after 
be  Assembly  1877  were  entitled  to  grants  for  their  churches,  with  one 
nrefolly-specified  reservation,  they  were  constrained  to  conclude  that  the 
icheme  as  a  whole,  in  both  its  parts,  must  be  viewed  as  commencing  at 
bat  date,  and  that  therefore  no  claims  were  valid  but  those  connected 
rith  operations  originating  posterior  to  the  Assembly  1877.  It  was 
bsolately  necessary  to  fix  on  a  limit,  and  to  depart  from  this,  the  only 
>De  laid  down,  would  have  been  to  involve  themselves  in  all  kinds  of 
locertainty  and  difficulty. 

Having  determined  these  questions  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  the 
Committee  also  resolved  that,  in  addition  to  any  other  conditions  which 
oight  be  imposed  in  particular  cases,  these  two  shall  be  applicable  in  every 
HstaQce.  (1.)  No  grants  shall  be  paid  until  a  certificate  has  been  produced 
rom  the  Custodier  of  Titles,  bearing  that  the  requirements  of  Eegulation 
[under  head  II.  of  the  Scheme  have  been  fulfilled.  (2.)  When  conditions 
re  attached  to  grants,  these  must  be  made  good  within  three  years,  and 
uliDg  to  be  80,  the  grants  shall  be  held  to  have  lapsed,  and  shall  again 
«come  a  part  of  the  G-eneral  Fund. 

Thej  will  now  refer  to  the  applications  in  detail,  but  it  must  be  with 
be  utmost  brevity,  and  leaving  out  nearly  all  particulars,  if  this  Report 
i  to  be  kept  vrithin  reasonable  limits.  Many  things  were  before  the 
'Ommittee,  and  influenced  their  decisions,  which  cannot  be  stated  here, 
nd  this  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  when  their  proceedings  are  considered, 
nd,  it  may  be,  criticised. 

Oases  of  Building. 

1.  f  London  Boad  Chwrch,  €fla9gow. 

2.  )  Btuihanan  Memorial  Churchy  Glasgow, 

These  two  cases  fall  to  be  presented  together  because  of  a  specialty 
rbich  connects  them,  and  separates  both  from  the  others  which  follow, 
"he  Glasgow  Free  Church  Building  Society,  the  good  work  done  by  which 
I  widely  known,  advanced  maximum  grants  of  £1500  each  for  their 
rection.  It  did  so,  though  its  own  resources  were  at  the  time  completely 
xhausted,  out  of  respect  to  the  necessity  and  urgency  of  the  two  applica- 
lODs.  Leading  and  most  liberal  supporters  of  the  Extension  Scheme  gave 
iieir  contributions  to  it  in  the  faith,  and  indeed  on  the  condition,  that 
l^ese  grants  would  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund  in  which  the  local  one 
[fts  about  to  be  merged.  The  Committee  having  considered  all  the 
ircamstances,  as  brought  before  them  by  a  full  minute  of  the  Glasgow 
Wiety,  and  having  found  that  the  churches  in  question  would  have  been 
ntitled  to  the  largest  amount  of  assistance  according  to  the  Regulations 
u  their  own  merits,  irrespective  of  the  actings  of  any  other  parties,  they 
inanimously  agreed  to  vote  two  maximum  grants  of  £1500  each,  that  is  in 
U,  £3000. 

3.  Mayfield^  Edinburgh, — This  Church,  which  is  intended  to  meet  the 
piritual  wants  of  an  important  suburb,  is  estimated  to  cost  £9000,  while 
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a  hall  with  session-hoose  has  had  expended  on  it  £136&  There  has  bee) 
raised  or  subscribed  for  both  £6762.  The  Committee  regarded  the  euj 
as  one  well  entitled  to  a  measure  of  assistance,  bat  haying  respect  torn 
nature  of  the  district^  and  the  class  from  which  the  congregation  lill 
in  part  at  least  be  drawn,  fixed  the  amount  at  £750. 

4.  Orangey  Kilmarnock, — The  new  church,  with  site,  has  cost  S^\ 
and  a  sum  of  £4300  has  been  contributed  by  the  congregation  and  fiio^ 
toward  meeting  the  expense.  After  considering  the  case,  sad  ti  tbs 
urgent  request  of  the  parties  reconsidering  it,  the  Committee  fwied 
£1000,  the  one-half  payable  immediately  and  unconditionally,  tk  ctber 
half  as  soon  as  a  sum  si&cient  to  reduce  the  debt  to  not  more  this  SM 
shall  haye  been  raised. 

6.  Bainsfordy  Fclhirk. — ^The  church  in  course  of  erection  is  to  oosiabost 
£2000.  The  schedule  bore  that  the  people  themsdves  had  sabsdbed 
£150,  and  friends  outside  £800.  The  Committee  thought  that  the  ^ 
raised  locally  was  inadequate,  and  also  that  the  information  on  some  poinU 
required  to  be  supplemented.  They  therefore  requested  tiie  Seereterj  to 
confer  personally  with  the  parties  on  the  spot,  which  having  been  dope, 
they  voted  a  maximum  grant  of  £500,  payable  on  the  subscriptions  being 
increased  so  as  to  reach  at  least  £1000.  This  has  since  been  dooe,  diiei/ 
by  means  of  a  basaar. 

6.  Newton  Orangey  DalkeitK — The  estimated  oost  of  the  new  eba«ii 
stated  at  £991, 12s.  6d.  The  local  subscriptions  amount  to  £330.  C^ 
sidering  that  the  district  is  a  mining  one,  and  that  the  station  is  eTerjnf 
interesting  and  hopeful,  they  agreed  to  give  a  maximum  grant  of  £3- 
The  question  of  a  loan  which  had  also  been  asked  was  deferred,  in'tbe^ 
that  so  liberal  a  grant  would  be  found  su£Eicient,  and  the  applicaticB  ^ 
not  been  pressed. 

7.  North  Queena/erry, — The  church,  which  is  small,  but  neat  and  coo- 
fortable,  has  cost  £829,  8s.  4d.  A  sum  of  £594,  16s.  lOd  bad  bea 
subscribed,  leaving  a  debt  of  £234,  6s.  5d.  After  repeated  ooDsiden&oa 
and  some  modification  of  the  original  deliverance,  the  Committee  agreed 
to  make  the  grant  £130,  on  condition  of  the  whole  amount  necesa^ 
to  clear  the  church  of  all  encumbrance  being  raised.  Largelj  throogii 
the  liberality  of  a  member  of  the  congregation,  this  has  ^n  bappilj 
accomplished. 

8.  Park,  Lochsy  LewU— The  estimated  cost  of  the  church,  witb  nttiop 
for  650,  is  £1164,  and  of  this  a  sum  of  about  £600  has  been  sabecrib^ 
Having  respect  to  the  necessities  of  the  district,  and  the  oiroumstaoetiff 
the  people,  the  Committee  voted  a  grant  of  £300,  the  half  of  it  payable  s^ 
once,  and  the  other  half  when  a  sum  has  been  raised  by  ^^  P^ 
sufficient  to  meet  the  whole  expense  of  the  building. 

9.  Stomowayy  second  charge. — ^The  new  church,  from  unavoidable  c«^ 
has  cost  £4864,  and  toward  meeting  this  outlay  the  people  have  nfi"- 
£3270.  Considering  the  special  difficulties  under  which  the  ^^S^^^ 
had  laboured,  the  great  and  creditable  efiforts  they  had  made,  and  v 
heavy  work  still  lying  before  them,  the  Committee  granted  £500  at  ooee, 
and  an  equal  sum  to  be  paid  when  the  office-bearers  are  prepared  to  tfo 
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that,  witb  tUs  amount  of  anstanoey  they  can  rid  the  ehorch  of  all  remaining 

debt. 


10.  I^ntamj  PreAytery  ofDwJodi, — ^This  is  a  small  chnrcli  containing 
70  sittinga,  which  admit  of  being  increased  considerably  by  means  of 
side-seats  and  otherwise.  The  cost  is  £500,  and  the  sum  sabscribed  is 
£309,  3a.  lid.  The  plans  and  pi^iers  in  the  case  were  folly  considered, 
bat  the  Committee,  having  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  station  is  fitted  or 
inteDded  to  be  saactioa^  aa  a  charge  nnder  present  or  any  probable 
dreomstanceSy  were  constrained  to  reject  the  application  in  accordance 
with  one  of  the  Kegnlations :  "  No  grant  shall  be  made  except  for  chnrches 
where  charges  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Assemblyi  or  stations  have 
b«en  set  up  by  P^resbyteries,  with  a  view  to  their  becoming,  at  an  early 
period,  regular  ministerial  charges." 

11.  NiUkiUf  Presbytery  of  Paidey. — The  chnrch  has  been  erected ;  it 
haa  240  sittings,  and  it  cost  £1104.  In  all,  snbscriptions  have  been 
received  to  the  amoont  of  £835,  which,  with  a  promised  grant  from  the 
Ferguson  Beqnest  Trostees,  leaves  a  debt  of  £118.  The  CSommittee 
made  a  grant  of  £30,  on  condition  of  the  whole  sum  necessary  to  remove 
thit  encnmbrance  being  raised  by  the  congregation. 

12.  \  Higk  Church,  Dundee. 

13.  (  MartynT  Ckwrch^  Dundee. 

These  two  eases  were  quite  pecnlisr  and  not  a  little  perplexing.     The 

ii^Te  of  them,  with  the  reasons  for  the  action  of  the  Committee,  will 

appear  from  the  special  minute  adopted  at  the  meeting  on  18th  January : 

**"  The  ex{Aanatory  statement  of  the  Dundee  Committee  having  been  read 

&Qd  carefully  considered,  they  resolve  with  reference  to  it  in  the  following 

terms.     It  appears  that  the  movement  in  Dundee  was  begun  a  year  earlier 

^n  the  general  one,  on  the  ground  of  the  special  necessities  of  the  case  \ 

but  that  from  the  first  it  wsa  designed  to  form  a  part  of  the  general 

noTement  when  it  should  come  into  operation.     On  the  latter  being 

started  in  1877,  the  friends  in  Dundee  agreed  to  merge  their  local  scheme 

ifi  it  according  to  the  original  intention,  but  as  they  had  already  incurred 

^rt^  pecuniary  liabilities,  they  could  not  throw  their  contribuUons  into 

^e  Oeneral  Fund,  and  cooperate  with  the  Assembly's  Committee,  but  on 

^e  condition  of  being  relieved  of  these  liabilities."    As  comes  out  in  the 

f^&tement^  the  amount  for  which  they  had  thus  become  locaUy  responsible, 

in  connection  with  two  new  churches  (High  and  Martyrs),  was  £3400. 

This  Committee  £eel  that  these  actings  cannot  be  brought  under  the 

^^golations  of  the  Scheme,  with  which  indeed  they  are  seriously  at 

^^ance,  but  must  be  viewed  and  treated    aa    entirely    special  and 

^ceptionaL     Having  respect  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 

WleTiug  that  they  are  thus  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Fund,  they 

hereby  agree  to  pay  out  of  the  amount  set  apart  for  expenditure  on  new 

ehorches  during  the  current  year  the  said  sum  of  £3400,  on  the  clear 

Qodersundmg  that  this  exhausts  all  the  liabilities  incurred,  and  for  which 

^is  Oommittee  are  to  be  in  any  way  held  responsible,  and  ako  on  the  express 

^^tidition  that  all  the  Dundee  contributions,  local  and  general,  are  to  be 

^AQded  over  as  part  of  the  contributions  to  the  general  Scheme,  and  are 

^  be  exclosively  under  the  control  of  this  Committee,  for  the  purposes  of 

^  Scheme,  according  to  the  Begulations  hdd  down  by  the  Gkneral 
^^mbly  for  its  administration. 
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14.  Eeiton,  Presbytery  of  Dunse  arid  Chirruide. — ^The  ehnrck  is  ii 
course  of  erection ;  it  is  to  accommodate  250  sitters,  and  the  estimated  eoii 
is  £1006,  198.  2d.  Towards  meeting  this  there  has  been  raised  locallji 
sum  of  £600,  which  it  is  hoped  to  increase  by  means  of  a  baiur.  Ik 
case  is  in  some  respects  special,  and  the  Gommittee  felt  diffieulUes  ia  m- 
ucction  with  it,  but,  taking  eyerything  into  accoumt,  they  saw  tkeir  nj 
to  make  a  grant  of  £200. 

15.  Beaulyy  Presbytery  of  Dingwall. — The  new  chHreh  is  inieM^ 
meet  the  wants  of  an  important  village  and  distrist,  and  is  in  c(nieettiB 
with  the  charge  of  Kilmoraek.  It  has  accommodation  for  420  sittm,  ed 
has  cost  £1102.  The  whole  expense  has  been  defrayed  with  the  eitif* 
lion  of  £166,  15&  9d.,  and  the  Committee  Toted  ak  grant  of  £100,  pAj>^ 
on  condition  of  the  whole  debt  being  cleared  ofiL 

16.  Peterhead^  South. — The  church  has  been  completed  and  oeenpH 
the  number  of  sittings  provided  being  750,  and  the  cost  £4150.  Tk 
whole  debt  is  £1946,  the  interest  on  £1500  of  which  is  met  by  rest  if 
basement  floor,  which  is  at  present  let,  and  the  balance  of  £44<i  n  i 
burden  on  the  general  church  funds.     The  Committee,  on  eoDfldentict 
of  all  the  circumstances,  voted  a  grant  of  £500,  sheuld  tbf  congrep* 
tion  within  a  reasonable  time  see  their  way  to  resume  postession  of  tie 
lower  part  of  the  building  for  church  purposes^  and  make  suck  amaze- 
ments, in  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  debt  to  defray  the  interest  of  viii(^ 
the   rent  received  is  now  applied,  as  to  reduce   it  within  iiaBtgealik 
limits;  or  if  they  shall  not  see  their  way  to  disturb  the  existing  arranges^^ 
the  Committee  agreed  to  give  a  grant  of  £200,  payable  on  condition  thit  ^ 
balance  of  the  debt  not  thus  provided  for  is  cleared  off  with  this  us^^ 
from  the  Fund.    On  a  reconsideration  of  the  case  at  the  earnest  re^^^ 
the  minister  and  congregation,  it  was  agreed  to  grant  the  £500  fit^> 
the  conditions  imposed  as  to  the  lower  part  of  the  church,  the  ^ 
undertaking  to  raise  £200,  and  to  pioyide  a  Mission  hall  elsewheie. 

17.  Gh-anion  and  Wardte. — ^The  estimated  cost  of  this  church  is  l^'^ 
the  number  of  sittings  is  750 ;  and  the  amount  subscribed  locally  rs^ 
£1000.  The  Committee  passed  a  grant  of  £750,  payable  when  it  ^ 
be  certified  that  at  least  another  £1000  has  been  raised  by  the  eoogrep 
tion. 

18.  Walla,  Orkney,— The  estimated  cost  of  church,  with  250  BittiBgs,'« 
£530,  and  of  this  sum  there  has  been  raised  by  or  on  behalf  oi  the  co^' 
gregation  £325.  The  Committee  agreed  to  give  a  grant  of  £100,  paj^^'^ 
on  condition  that  such  further  amount  is  contributed  by  the  people »,  ^^ 
the  grant,  will  meet  the  whole  deficiency. 

19.  Ettrick—The  new  church  accommodates  180,  and  cwk  i560,  f^ 
which  sum  the  congregation  have  raised  £860.  The  Committee  made  i 
grant  of  £100,  payable  on  condition  of  its  being  certified  to  them  ^' 
enough  has  been  contributed  to  remove  the  whole  remaining  debt. 

20.  Craick,  Presbytery  of  rain.— The  church  which  it  i»  propo«^  J 
erect  will  contain  120  sittings,  and  the  estimated  cost  is  £500.  ^^^' 
about  £100  has  been  subroribed  by  the  people  themselves.  ^^ 
opinion  that  the  case  is  one  deserving  all  the  help  and  ^''^'^''"^ff^ 
possible,  the  Committee  voted  the  maximum  grant  of  £125,  p*J^  ^ 
condition  of  its  being  certified  to  them  that  such  additioMl  oontiit>uao» 
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bive  been  obtained  as,  with  the  grant,  will  reduce  the  debt  to  an  amount 
Dot  exceeding  £100. 

21.  Za«7,  Presbytery  of  Lanark, — This  ia  a  new  church,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  £1000,  and  to  meet  this  outlay  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  £336, 
and  grants  from  the  Miners'  Mission  Fund  and  the  Ferguson  Bequest 
Trustees  to  the  extent  of  £340,  have  been  obtained,  leaving  a  deficiency 
nf  £324.  The  Conmiittee  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Sub- 
Committee  that  a  grant  of  £150  should  be  given,  and  they  were  strongly 
of  opinion  that,  if  not  imposed  as  an  absolute  condition,  the  parties 
frhodld  be  urged  and  told  that  they  are  expected  to  clear  off  the  whole 
debt  with  the  help  thus  afforded. 

22.  Possiipark,  Okugow. — This  is  a  new  church  to  be  erected  in  con- 
nection with  the  Territorial  Mission  carried  on  by  Renfield  congregation. 
The  cost  is  to  be  £3200,  of  which  sum  a  considerable  part  has  been  sub- 
scribed. The  Committee  decided  that  the  maximum  grant  of  £800 
fiboald  be  given,  and  that,  while  deeply  sensible  of  the  liberality  shown  by 
Dr.  Dods  and  his  people,  it  should  be  strongly  represented  to  them  how 
desirable  it  is  to  take  steps  for  having  the  amount  reduced  which  will  fall 
to  be  paid  by  the  new  congregation  in  the  shape  of  ground-annual. 

23.  Drumoak^  Prethytery  of  Aberdeen. — This  is  a  new  church  with 
about  500  sittings,  and  it  has  quite  recently  been  erected  at  a  cost  of 
^1600.  There  has  been  locally  subscribed  a  sum  of  £600,  and  it  is 
proposed  by  means  of  a  baaaar  to  add  considerably  to  that  amount. 
Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  church  is  fitted  to  supply  a  felt  want 
in  an  important  district  of  country,  that  commendable  liberality  and 
energy  have  been  shown  by  the  promoters  of  the  movement,  and  that  there 
i^  every  prospect  of  the  formation  of  a  good  congregation  in  connection 
^itb  it,  the  Committee  voted  the  maximum  grant  of  £400,  the  half 
J'ajable  at  once,  the  remaining  half  when  it  is  certified  that  this  sum  will 
be  sufficient  to  free  the  church  from  all  encumbrance  of  debt 

Cases  of  Bebuilding  and  Enlargement. 

The  Committee  have  felt  the  greatest  difficulty  in  connection  with  this 
department  of  the  Scheme.  The  Assembly  appointed  that  the  grants 
Oflder  it  should  not  exceed  £3000  in  all  for  the  present  year,  a  sum 
i^^ring  about  the  same  proportion  to  the  part  of  the  Fund  devoted  to 
rebuilding  (£20,000),  as  the  £14,000  under  the  former  head  did  to  the 
amount  destined  for  building  (£80,000).  After  they  had  disposed  of 
f^iUy  the  half  of  the  £3000  they  found  the  applications  still  flowing  in, 
^d  to  an  increasing  extent;  so  that  they  judged  it  to  be  expedient, 
indeed  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  to  adopt  a  course  which  they  regretted 
tl^ey  had  not  followed  at  the  outset  They  issued  a  public  intimation  to 
the  Church  requesting  all  applications  to  be  sent  in  to  them  by  a  certain 
d&te,  and  they  resolved  to  make  no  further  distribution  until  they  should 
have  the  whole  number  of  cases  for  the  year  before  them,  and  be  able  to 
judge  of  ih^ir  relative  claims.  When  the  time  fixed  arrived,  the  applica- 
tions turned  out  to  be  so  numerous  and  urgent  that  they  were  at  the 
greatest  loss  how  to  proceed.  It  was  evident  that  the  grants  would  have 
to  be  80  small  and  inadequate  as  to  cause  the  utmost  dissatisfaction,  and, 
io  not  a  few  instances,  hardship.     In  these  circumstances,  after  much 
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consideration,  tliej  nnanimonslj  resolred  to  ask  the  Aasemblj  to  increase 
by  £1000  the  sum  to  be  distributed  nnder  this  dlTiaion  of  the  Schema 
They  have  fixed  the  grants  aooordingly,  but  not  paid  them  in  M 
nntil  the  Assembly  deab  with  the  matter,  and  either  gives  or  witliho/^ 
the  sanction  craved.     Even  thus  the  grants  are  of  very  limited  tocns^ 
and  several  parties  are  far  from  satisfied.     The  Oommittee  have  doie  tk 
best  in  their  power.     This  statement  will  explain  both  why  somecf  tlie 
earlier  cases  have  been  assisted  on  a  more  liberal  scale  tiian  tin  ka 
ones,  and  how  in  so  many  of  them  the  snms  voted  are  compuitiTelj 
small.     They  will  now  present  the  applications  sent  in,  and  the  mooer 
in  which  they  were  disposed  of,  studying  the  greatest  possible  brenkjin 
the  review. 

1.  Colinton  and  Oufrie. — Increased  accommodation  was  fooiid  to  be 
necessary.  The  church  is  being  substantially  rebuilt,  and  enlarged  to  tlie 
extent  of  200  sittings.  The  cost  is  £2200,  and  the  sum  sobaenbed 
£1129,  7s.  6d.  A  grant  of  £300  was  given,  payable  on  condition  of  i& 
equal  sum  being  raised  by  the  congregation  in  addition  to  the  amooDt 
previously  subscribed. 

2.  BaUantrae, — ^A  new  church  was  completed  in  July  1878,  at  a  cost  of 
£1613,  which  had  been  met  with  the  exoeption  of  £232.  H&nng 
evidence  that  most  creditable  exertions  had  been  made  locallj,  the 
Committee  agreed  to  give  a  grant  of  £116,  one-half  the  defieiencj,« 
condition  of  Qie  balance  being  raised  by  the  people  themselves. 

3.  Dreghom, — As  the  papers  in  the  case  showed  that  the  new  clnirei 
had  been  opened  for  worahip  in  Feb.  1877,  the  Committee  foond  tbtf 
the  application  could  not  be  granted. 

4.  Oairloch,  Preaby^ery  of  Lockcarroa. — ^The  ohvroh  has  bees  wWt 
at  a  cost  of  £2400,  and  the  sum  of  £1700  has  been  mibso^ 
Regarding  the  case  as  one  calling  for  liberal  assistance,  the  Qmti^ 
agreed  to  give  £300,  one-half  payable  at  present,  the  other  half  wba  ^ 
remaining  £400  necessary  to  meet  the  whole  expense  shall  hanbeea 
raised. 

5.  Sandbank^  Presbytery  of  Dunoon, — The  church  was  erected  li* 
year  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £2000,  of  which  £1320  has  been  provided, 
leaving  a  deficiency  of  £680.  The  Committee,  recognising  the  greft^oeed 
there  was  for  a  new  and  larger  church  at  this  place,  and  the  big^J 
creditable  efforts  which  had  been  put  forth  by  the  congregation  for  >^ 
erection,  voted  a  grant  of  £400,  the  half  payable  at  once,  ^e  other  bvi 
when  the  balance  necessary  to  clear  off  the  whole  debt  shall  have  beeo 
contributed. 

6.  Whiteval€f  Cflasgow. — ^This  being  an  application  for  a  grant  to  i«j^ 
in  the  erection  of  a  small  hall  connected  with  the  existing  ohvreh^  ae 
Committee,  in  accordance  with  their  general  resolution  on  die  sabject. 
decided  that  the  case  did  not  fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  Sebeioe- 

7.  Fraserburgh, — A  new  church  is  being  built  at  an  estimated  cost » 
£8000,  of  which  amount  a  sum  of  £6000  has  been  subscribed  or  otherree 
obtained  locally.  To  encourage  the  congregation  in  so  arduoofl  ao  ^f 
taking,  and  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  loan,  which  was  asked  in  sddib^ 
to  a  grant,  the  Committee  resolved  to  give  the  maximum  grant  of£o(^i 
on  condition  that  such  an  effort  would  still  be  put  forth  as  to  prevent  IM 
debt  exceeding  £500. 
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8.  Ardenier^  Prahytery  of  Nairn. — The  Oommittee  found  that  this  was 
in  application  for  a  grant  to  meet  the  expense  of  repairs  on  the  church, 
iod  therefore  could  not  be  entertained. 

9.  DunooTL — As  it  appeared  that  the  new  church  was  begun  in  May 
876  they  felt  precluded  from  entertaining  the  application,  though  sym- 
athising  deeply  with  the  congregation  under  their  heavy  burden  of  debt. 

10.  Ihrcn  Church,  Edinburgh. — The  rebuilding  of  the  church  having 
>een  begun  prior  to  the  Assembly  1877,  the  Committee  were  under  the 
lecessity  of  acting  on  their  general  resolution,  and  so  declining  the  appli- 
itioD. 

11.  KUmuir  Easter^  Predn/tery  of  Tain, — In  this  case  also  the  new 
harch  was  erected  at  an  earlier  date  than  that  fixed  in  the  Regulations. 

12.  Ardchattanf  Presbytery  of  Lorn, — ^As  it  appeared  that  the  church 
ras  neither  to  be  rebuilt  nor  ei^ged,  but  simply  repaired,  no  grant  could 

>e  given. 

13.  06cm. — This  was  an  application  for  a  grant  to  meet  the  expense  of 
i  large  hall  to  be  occupied  by  a  portion  of  the  congregation  during  a  part  of 
^G  year  when  Oban  is  much  firequented  by  visitors.  The  Committee  felt 
^t  there  was  a  specialty  in  the  case  entiUing  it  to  favourable  considera- 
^00,  and  bad  a  li^er  sum  been  at  their  disposal  they  might  have  treated 
it  in  an  exceptional  way,  but  after  much  consideration,  and  not  without 
(hesitation,  they  found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  it  as 
with  the  other  applications  for  grants  to  assist  in  erecting  halls. 

14.  Bowden,  Presbytery  of  Selkirk, — The  schedule  showed  that  this  was 
a  case  of  repairs,  and  though  these  repairs  were  extensive,  the  Committee 
bad  to  act  in  accordance  with  their  general  resolution. 

15.  Laggan,  Presbytery  of  Abemethy, — The  new  church  here  having 
been  begun  in  February  1877,  the  application  could  not  be  entertained. 

16.  Ardrishaig, — In  this  case  a  grant  was  asked  to  assist  in  enclosing 
the  church  ground  and  making  repairs  on  the  vestry.  The  Committee 
were  obliged  to  decline  the  request. 

17.  Tobermory^  MuU, — This  is  a  new  church  seated  for  500,  and  capable 
of  being  increased  to  600.  The  cost  has  been  £8420,  the  amount  raised 
£2270,  and  the  debt  is  £1150.  The  Committee  passed  a  grant  of  £200, 
payable  on  condition  that  the  Deacons'  Court  undertake  to  raise  within  two 
J^ars  an  equal  sum  over  and  above  the  present  subscriptions. 

18.  BosLin. — The  new  church  is  to  have  461  sittings,  but  will  admit  of 
^6  additional ;  the  estimated  cost  is  about  £1600,  and  the  sum  subscribed 
13  over  £400.  The  Committee  agreed  that  £150  should  be  granted, 
expressing  at  the  same  time  their  hope  and  belief  that  the  local  effort  is 
^^ly  in  its  commencement,  and  that  the  church  will  be  opened,  nearly,  if 
iiot  altogether,  without  debt. 

19.  Banchory-Teman, — A  new  church  is  being  built  which  is  to  hold 
700,  and  to  cost  £8000.  There  has  been  subscribed  a  sum  of  £900,  a 
bazaar  is  expected  to  yield  £500,  the  present  church  to  realise  £300,  and 
there  are  premises  the  rent  of  which  is  equal  to  the  interest  of  £500. 
Thus  the  estimated  deficiency  is  £800.     The  Committee  passed  a  grant 
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of  £200,  on  conditioo  that  the  Deacons'  Court  imdertake  to  nise  an  add 
tional  £200  within  a  peiiod  of  two  yews. 

20.  DatguiaCj  Presbytery  of  Dunkdd, — The  clraroh,  which  contaiitf  21 
sittings,  has  been  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  £570,  of  which  the  sum  of  £361  ^ 
been  paid,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  £206.  The  Committee  agreed  to  ^re 
£75,  on  condition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  engaging  to  raise  a  similar  sm 
within  two  years. 

21.  Cnech,  Preshyteinf  of  Dornoch. — A  new  cbarcH  is  to  be  bnOtiaTing 
500  sittings,  and  costing  £1494.  There  are  subscriptions  in  haod  tv  the 
amount  of  £742,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  £752.  The  Committee isadet 
grant  of  £150,  on  condition  that  the  Deacons'  Court  undertake  to  nue 
within  two  years  an  equal  sum. 

22.  Coigach,  Presbytery  of  Loebcarron^ — This  is  an  enlargCBest  tf  tb*. 
church  to  the  extent  of  120  sittings.  The  cost  is  £200,  and  the  50ffl5i^ 
scribed  is  £140,  leaving  £60  still  to  be  provided.  The  Committee  gna'^i 
£25,  on  condition  that  enough  shall  be  raised  by  the  people  to  meet  t^ 
whole  deficiency. 

23.  Cowgate,  Edinburgh, — The  church  has  been  enlarged  to  the  ezteDl 
of  150  sittings  at  a  cost  of  £62&.  Besides  this,  other  improrementB  bxi 
been  made,  raising  the  total  outlay  to  £1581.  These  has  been  sab«cribed 
a  sum  of  £400,  and  a  bazaar  is  expected  to  yield  £500,  the  two  ^li^ 
short  by  £681  of  the  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  alterationa  T^^ 
Committee  passed  a  grant  of  £100  for  the  part  of  the  work  beloD|pi)?  ^' 
the  church  proper. 

24.  Glenelg.— The  church  has  substantially  been  rebuilt  at  a  <^  f^ 
£800,  of  which  the  sum  of  £160  has  been  pud,  leaving  a  deU  ^f^^- 
The  Committee  granted  £50,  payable  on  condition  that  the  DetcojaC^ 
shall  undertake  to  raise  an  e^ual  additional  sum  within  two  yean. 

25.  Oreenlaw. — ^The  proposal  is  to  erect  a  new  gallery  with  40  ff  ^ 
sittings  at  a  cost  of  £120.  The  sum  subscribed  is  £50,  the  defea^^^! 
thus  being  £70.  Though  the  Committee  could  BOt  regard  the  casei^^^ 
in  which  extraneous  help  was  urgently  required,  they  agreed  to  gi^<  ^^ 
on  condition  that  the  whole  expense  is  met,  and  no  debt  left  remainug- 

26.  C7p/ia?Z.— This  is  a  case  of  enlargement,  the  church  having  Wl'^J 
sittings  added  at  an  expense  of  £200.  A  sum  of  £170  having  been  w»} 
locally,  the  deficiency  is  only  £3a  The  Committee  gave  £20,  on  coodi- 
tion  of  the  whole  remaining  outlay  being  at  once  met  by  the  eoufftp^^^ 

27.  Martyrs^  Church,  OlcLsgmu, — A  new  gallery  to  accommodate** 
sitters  has  been  added,  the  cost  being  £800,  and  the  amount  8ab6en> 
£350,  leaving  £450  still  to  be  raised.    The  CcHomittee  made  Bpoti^ 
£100. 

28.  Holyioum,  Presbytery  of  Hamilton. — ^A  new  ohuroh  is  heag  erecif^ 
to  hold  550  at  a  cost  of  £1700,  of  which  the  people  and  others  ha^^  ^ 
scribed  £1000.     The  Committee  passed  a  grant  of  £150. 

29.  KippeUf  Presbytery  of  Dunblane, — A  new  church  seated  for^ 
has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  £2000,  inclusive  of  site.  There  bas  b^ 
subscribed  and  reaUsed  a  sum  of  £1161,  leaving  £889  s«iUtobepmi<^ 
with  the  exception  of  what  the  old  church  may  yield.    Tbe  Gomnu 
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gnnted  jE150,  payable  on  condition  that  the  Deacons'  Court  undertake  to 
mae  within  two  years  an  equal  amount. 

30.  North  Chur^,  Oreenock — A  new  church  has  been  built,  holding 
(50,  and  costing  £6400,  inclusive  of  site  (£1800).  The  sum  subscribed 
was  £1800,  the  old  ehurch  was  sold  for  £2000,  a  bazaar  yielded  £1200, 
and  the  Ferguson  Bequest  Trustees  promise  £250,  in  all  £5250,  leaving  a 
debt  of  £11 50.  The  Oommittee  gave  the  largest  grant  in  their  power, 
i250. 

31.  Cumbematdd. — ^The  church  has  been  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  £1969, 
of  which  the  sum  of  £1406  has  been  paid,  the  debt  remaining  being  £563. 
The  Committee  voted  £100,  payable  on  condition  of  the  Deacons'  Court 
undertaking  to  raise  within  two  years  an  equal  amount. 

32.  Shottf, — A  new  church  has  been  erected  with  165  additional  sittings 
in  the  area,  and  provision  has  been  made  for  a  gallery.  The  cost  has 
been  £2250 ;  of  this  there  has  been  subscribed  or  otherwise  obtained 
^1950,  and  thus  the  debt  is  £300.  The  Committee  agreed  to  give  £50, 
payable  on  condition  that  the  Deacons'  Court  undertake  to  raise  within 
(70  years  a  corresponding  sum. 

33.  North  Bute. — ^This  is  a  case  of  rebuilding,  and  enlargement  to  the 
extent  of  250  sittings.  The  cost  has  been  £4000,  to  meet  which  a  sum 
of  £2760  has  been  raised,  and  the  old  church  is  valued  at  £450.  This 
leaves  a  deficiency  of  £790.  The  Committee  agreed  to  grant  £200, 
payable  on  condition  that  the  Deacons'  Court  undertake  to  get  at  least  an 
^iaal  amount  contributed  within  two  years. 

34.  Prestonpans. — The  church  has  been  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  £1733. 
The  money  subscribed  is  £600,  and  a  bazaar  has  yielded  £500,  in  all 
£1100.  The  Committee  voted  £150,  payable  on  condition  that  the 
Deacons'  Court  undertake  to  raise  in  the  course  of  two  years  at  least  an 
eq^^  sum. 

35.  Portnahaven,  Islay, — This  is  the  case  of  a  school  converted  into  a 
cborcb,  with  260  sittings,  at  a  cost  of  £150.  The  Committee  granted 
£35,  and  recommended  the  congregation  to  put  forth  an  earnest  effort  to 
meet  the  whole  expense. 

36.  TetAer. — This  is  a  new  church  to  contain  300  sittings,  and  the 
^imated  cost  is  £1550.  There  has  been  subscribed  a  sum  of  £510,  and 
the  old  church  is  expected  to  bring  £150,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  £800. 
The  Committee  made  the  very  largest  grant  in  their  power,  £200. 

37.  Kilmawn. — This  is  a  case  of  repairs  so  radical  and  extensive  as,  in 
the  judgment  of  a  professional  man,  to  amount  to  rebuilding.  The 
Committee  therefore  held  that  it  fell  within  the  Regulations,  but  were 
QQder  the  necessity  of  postponing  it  because  of  the  entire  exhaustion  of 
their  funds  for  the  present  year. 

^  38.  Altnaharray  Presbytery  of  Tongue, — This  application  for  a  grant  to 
aid  in  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  was  received  long  after  the  expiry  of 
the  time  fixed  for  all  applications  to  be  sent  in,  and  after  the  whole  sum 
available  under  this  head,  with  the  addition  proposed  to  be  asked  from  the 
'^^sembly,  had  been  allocated  by  the  Committee  to  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment   While  having  reason  to  think  favourably  of  the  case,  they  were 
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obliged,  on  ihe  groond  now  stated,  to  leave  it  over  for  fixture  conmdenti 
and  disposal. 

39.  Stair, — ^This  was  an  application  of  a  peeoliar  kind,  whicli  tie  Caa 
mittee  found  themselves  unable  to  entertain  in  its  present  form. 

From  this  brief  review  it  appears  that  the  following  applicadou  bre 
been  sustained  and  sums  voted  in  the  course  of  the  year : — 


1.  London  Road  Church,  Glaagow,          .        .         .  £1,500  0  0 

2.  Bachanan  Memorial  Church,  Glasgow,        .         •  1,600  0  0 

3.  Mayfield,  Edinburgh, 750  0  0 

4.  Grange,  Kilmarnock, 1,000   0  9 

5.  Bainaford,  Falkirk, 500   0  0 

6.  Newton  Grange,  Dalkeith,                           .         .  250   0  0 

7.  North  Queensferry, 180    0  0 

8.  Park,  Lochs,  Lewis, 300   0  0 

9.  Stonioway,  2d  chaige, 1,000   0  0 

10.  Nitshill,  Paisley 30    0  0 

I2:  M^U  !  ^"'•^ '•**"" 

13.  Reston, 200   0  0 

14.  Beauly, 100   0  0 

15.  Peterhead,  South 500    0  0 

16.  Granton  and  Wardie, 750    0  0 

17.  Walls,  Orkney, 100    0  0 

18.  Ettrick, 100   0  0 

19.  Croick, 125   0  « 

20.  Law,  Carluke, 150   0  0 

31.  Possilpark,  Glasgow 800   0  0 

22.  Drumoak, 400   0  « 

£13,585  9  0 


Bebuildinff  and  Enlargrement. 

1.  Colinton  and  Currie, £300   0  0 

2.  Ballantrae, 116    0  0 

3.  Gairloch, 300   0  0 

4.  Sandbank 400   0  0 

6.  Fraserburgh 500   0  0 

6.  Tobermory 200   0  0 

7.  Roslin, 150   0  0 

8.  Banchory.Teman, 200   0   0 

9.  Dalgiiise, '^^   ^  i 

10.  Creich 150    0  0 

11.  Coigach ^    ^  !? 

12.  Cowgate,  Edinburgh, 100    0  0 

J3.  Glenelg, ^   ^  I! 

14.  Greenlaw, ^   ^  ? 

15.  Uphall  (or  Broxburn). 20    0  0 

16.  Martyrs',  Glasgow 100    0  0 

17.  Holytown ^^    ?  J 

18.  Kippen, 150   0   0 

19.  North  Church,  Greenock 260   0  0 
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20.  Combeniaiild, ^^00  0  0 

21.  Sbotts, 50  0  0 

22.  North  Bute, 200  0  0 

23.  Pz^stonpAoa, 150  0  0 

24.  Portnaha^en.  UUy, 35  0  0 

25.  Teieer» ^Q<^  <>  <> 

£3,996  0  0 


The  Committee  are  of  opiiuon  that,  in  order  to  the  equitable  adminis- 
tntion  of  the  Fand^  they  should  be  in  possession  of  aU  the  applications 
for  grants  before  proceeding  to  the  work  of  distribution,  and  they  have 
accordingly  reaolyed  that  parties  asldng  for  grants  between  the  present 
and  next  General  A«embly  must  lodge  their  applications  on  or  before  the 

15th  September. 

They  also  belieTC  that  the  bnmness  of  the  Committee  will  be  expedited 
vere  the  number  of  the  quorum  reduced  from  ten  to  seven,  and  they 
soggest  an  alteration  in  the  Regulations  to  that  effect 


XL— €k>mpletiiig  of  the  Fiin<L 

The  Committee  early  took  stops  for  performing  the  duty  devolyed  on 
them  by  the  Ansembly  in  this  respect  They  dealt  with  congregations  and 
presb jtories  in  the  following  manner  : — 

1.  C<mgreg(dion». — Soon  after  their  appointment  they  resolred  to  issue 
tn  appeal  to  the  large  number  of  congregations  which,  so  £»  as  then 
appeared,  bad  taken  no  part  in  the  movement,  setting  forth  the  great 
progress  wbich  bad  been  made,  the  ease  with  which  the  sum  still  required 
might  be  raised,  the  desirableness,  indeed  necessity,  of  going  considerably 
beyond  the  £100,000  in  order  to  secure  the  ultimato  realisation  of  that 
amount  by  means  of  a  subscription  extending  over  five  years,  and  urging 
them  to  unito  in  support  of  a  scheme  bearing  so  durectly  on  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  Church* 

2.  Presbyteries. — ^Three  things  were   suggested  by  a  Sub- Committee, 

approved  of,   and  substantially  carried  into  effect  by  the  Committee. 

(1.)  It  was  thought  that  it  would  be  beneficial  if  a  few  of  the  leading 

Presbyteries,  in  which  there  still  remained  much  to  be  done  for  the 

adyancement  of  the  Fund,  were  visited  by  special  deputations.  Accordingly, 

Bttch  dejputations  were  sent,  and  in  every  instance  they  were  cordially 

received.     In  this  way  the  Presbyteries  of  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Dundee, 

Greenock,  and  Paisley  had  the  matter  anew  pressed  on  their  attention. 

Glasgow  was  also  on  the  list,  but  there  was  a  difficulty  at  the  time  con- 

Dected  with  the  promotion  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Scheme  which  prevented 

it  from  being  overtaken.     (2.)  A  circular  was  sent  to  the  Presbyteries  of 

^'^  Church  generally,  specifying  what  congregations  within  their  bounds 

respectively  had  made  no  returns,  and  asking  Uiem,  by  visitation  or  other- 

^^>  to  bring  their  duty  as  regards  the  Fund  before  these  congregations, 

&Qd  others  which  had  given  it  but  a  small  and  inadequate  support. 

(3.)  A  krge  number  of  individual  ministers  were  communicated  with,  in 

^^e  hope  that  they  would  direct  their  special  attention  to  it,  and  lend 

their  assistance  in  carrying  the  scheme  forward  to  a  successful  issue 

^tkin  the  bounds  of  the  Presbyteries  to  which  they  belonged. 


14  BEPORT  OF  CHURCH  EXTENSION  COMVITTKS.  XZXU] 

The  Ccmmittee  do  not  see  what  more  they  could  have  done  in  th 
circumstaDces.    They  had  still  to  contend  with  unfavourable  times,  bppilj 
now  beginning  to  pass  away.     And  there  was  a  new  and  fonnidii^ 
obstacle.     When  a  part  is  not  taken  in  a  movement  of  this  kind  it  de 
proper  season,  when  the  first  interest  and  impulse  are  allowed  to  speed  thaD- 
selves  without  being  turned  to  account,  when  the  tide  is  lost,  it  is  eitaelj 
difficult,  often  impossible,  to  put  forth  that  effort  which,  at  tk  nfiit 
moment,  would  have  been  comparatively  easy.     Th«  d«sire  Dijbefelt 
and  the  attempt  made  too  late  for  success.     It  is  to  be  feared  tiat  mse 
have  found  it  so  in  the  present  instance.     The  lesson  may  btve  \m 
learned  at  the  expense  of  the  Fund,  but  it  is  an  important  one,  asd  mj 
turn  out  to  be  profitable  in  other  respects. 

It  is  not  possible  for  them  to  state  definitely,  at  the  time  wlie&  t^ 
Beport  requires  to  be  prepared,  what  is  the  exact  measure  of  suececs  flick 
has  attended  these  efforts.     A  considerable  number  of  Presbyteries  btt 
reported,  but  a  great  many  others  have  either  neglected  or  delayed  to  nd 
in  returns.     It  is  often  thought  that  if  this  is  done  before  the  Aasemliy, 
however  near  it,  the  end  will  be  sufficiently  gained.     The  Committee  are 
aware  that  active  steps  have  been  and  are  being  taken  in  varioos  direetioci^ 
and  that  a  material  addition  has  been  made  to  the  sum  formerly  enbseribed 
A  detailed  financial  statement  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  aod  toj 
supplementary  information  which  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  will  be  W 
in  another  form  before  the  Assembly. 

The  Committee  were  empowered  to  call  up  the  first  instalment  of  ^ 
subscriptions  not  earlier  than  the  month  of  September.  They  carried  ^ 
this  instruction,  and  the  result  will  be  found  in  the  financial  8tste»e:{ 
which  accompanies  the  Beport  The  sum  already  paid  in  is  larger  i^^ 
any  present  deficiency  is  mainly  to  be  explained,  as  they  beliere,  bj^ 
severity  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  depression  under  whick  ^ 
country  has  been  lately  labouring.  In  two  or  three  cases  coDsidfn|i« 
subscriptions  have  been  lost  by  death,  but  this,  however  madi  to  bf 
regretted,  is  only  what  might  have  been  foreseen  as  inevitable. 

Having  thus  detailed  their  proceedings,  the  Committee  submit  to  t^ 
the  judgment  of  the  General  Assembly.     The  work  intrusted  to  tbent^ 
been  delicate  and  difficult  in  no  ordinary  degree.     They  ha?e  not  beefi 
able  to  give  satisfaction  to  parties  in  every  case,  but  they  have  eodeavoortd 
to  act  with  strict  impartiality,  and  also  with  as  great  liberalitj  as  the 
Regulations  of  the  scheme  and  the  whole  circumstances  admitted.    M^J 
have  not  got  all  they  expected,  but  most  material  assistance  has  been  gires 
to  not  a  few  struggling  and  deserving  congregations.     It  is  difficult  to  se^ 
how,  without  the  help  furnished  by  this  Fund,  churches  could  bare  beti 
either  built  or  rebuilt  as  they  have  been,  and  certainly,  if  done  at  ill.  ^ 
must  have  been  in  the  way  of  encountering  the  most  formidable  obstael^ 
and  entailing  crushing  burdens.     This  has  been  gratefully  acknovledp 
by  not  a  few  of  those  who  have  obtained  grants.     They  desire  never' 
forget,  while  engaged  in  this  work,  that  they  are  not  sufficient  for  anjtb^ 
as  of  themselves,  and  that  it  belongs  to  the  Lord  alone  really  to  baiU^- 
house  and  give  the  increase. 

J.  ADAM,  Jaint'Convener  and  Searda'} 


APPENDIX  No.  L 

[ST  OP  SuBSORiPTiONs  which  have  been  intimated  direct  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  have  been  credited  to  the  Congregations  to  which 
the  Snbscribers  are  believed  to  belong. 


NAMES  OF  SUBSCRIBEBS. 


William  Henderson,   . 

George  ThompaoOjjun., 

John  Miller,        .         ,         .        . 

)(>hn  Cowan  of  BeealAck,    . 

^  illiam  Fergason  of  Kinmnndj, 

George  Martin  of  Aochendennan, 

lamea  Campbell  of  TilHchewRn, 

^'ilUam  Colquhonn  of  Rossilha, 

Junes  White  of  Overtown,  . 

•1.  Campbell  White  of  Croealet, 

Alex.  A.  Laird,  Clydeview, 

James  M'Ewan,  Breckonhill, 

T^joraas  Keay,  Chapelfield, 

MrB.  Campbell  of  Camis-Eskan, 

J^v.  W.  H.  Carslaw,  . 

^'  M'Lellan,  Cannockbaiik, 

J"hn  Mitchell,    . 

A^x.  Breingan,  • 

Mrs.  Breinran,  • 

John  Colqohonn, 

Jimes  Spalding, 

'iporge  Patennn, 

The  late  Dr.  Hugh  Miller, 

Thomas  M'Micking,   . 

Rev.  Alexander  Anderson, 

J«»hn  Turnbull.  . 

Mrs.  D.  MLeUan,      . 

filbert  Beitb,     . 

p.  M.  Wat«>n,  . 

John  Wilson, 

The  late  Jas.  Mylne,  W.S., 

R«v.  J.  H.  Wilwn,     . 

James  Pollard,  C.A., . 

^Villiam  Pollard.  C. A., 

^lair  Kerr, 

^'Olonel  A.  O.  Yonng, 

James  BUikie,  H.  M.  L  a, 

l>aTid  Shaw.  8.S.C.,  . 

•James  Sime  of  Craipmount, 

J  Carment,  LI..D.,  S.S.C, 

•;amuel  RaleiKh, 

Councillor  Clark, 

«ef.  Dr.  BUikie, 

John  Fulton,      . 


NAMES  OF  CONGREGATIONS. 


Ferryhill,  Aberdeen, 

Trinity,  Do., 

Innerleithen, 

Penicuik, 

Clola,    .  ^ 

Alexandria, 

Do., 
Bonhill. 
High  Church 

Do. 


Dumbarton, 
do.. 


Park  Church.  Heleosburgli, 

Do.  do.. 

Do,  d«>., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 
West  Church,      do.. 

Do.  da. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  d<».. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 
Gaelic  Church.  Renton, 
Shandon. 
Bucklyvie,     . 
Longforgan,  . 
Barclay  Church.  Edinburgh, 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

High  Church,  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 
Lady  Glenorchy's.  du 

Mayfield,  do. 

Momingside.  do. 


Amount 
Subacnbed. 


£500 

100 

600 

600 

200 

6000 

1000 

100 

6000 

600 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

2) 

10 

25 

26 

25 

26 

10 

600 

100 

60 

100 

26 

260 

600 

260 

250 

100 

100 

60 

100 

60 

10 

60 

260 

260 

100 

100 

100 

2000 
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NAMES  OF  SUBSCRIBEBa 


Mr».  D.  W.  Paterson, 

G.  F.  Barbour  of  BoDHkeid, 

John  Weir, 

Josiah  LiTinntone, 

William  Dickaon, 

David  Dickaon,  • 

James  Melvio,   . 

Misa  Bruce, 

J.  M.  Balfour,  W.P., 

J.  Duncan  Smith,  W.S., 

Roy.  Principal  Rainy,  D.D 

Rev.  A.G.M*aillivray, 

Rev.  R.  J.  Sandeman, 

John  Drybrough, 

Alexander  Gray, 

Dr.  Moir,  .         .         . 

Henry  Tod,  W.8.,      . 

Thos.  Nelaon,    • 

Professor  Qraineer  Stewart, 

John  Cowan,  W.S.,    . 

Misses  Camegy, 

Professor  Simpson,     . 

John  Macfie, 

Rev.  Alexander  WLyte, 

David  Maclagan,        . 

G.  H.  Geddes,    . 

Donald  Beith,  W.!<1.,  . 

Neil  C.  Campbell,  Advocate 

Bev.  Dr.  Beith,  . 

William  Wood,  C.A., 

James  Watson,  . 

Peter  Bannatyne, 

Mrs.  Kemp, 

Dr.  Omona, 

Mrs.  Hog, .        •        . 

Dr.  Joseph  Bell, 

Benjamin  Bell,  . 

R.  C.  Bell,  W.S., 

J.  M.  M'Candlish,      . 

David  Sim  son,   . 

John  Menzies,    . 

Fiady  Baxter,     • 

D.  Douglas  M'Lagan, 

P.  R.  D.  M'Lagan,    . 

James  Balfour,  W.S., 

John  C.  Brodie,  W.S  , 

Dr.  James  Young, 

R.  R.  Simpson,  W.?., 

F.  Brown-Douglas, 

James  Macdonald,  W.S , 

Rev.  W.  M.  Falconer, 

Misses  Sprott,    . 

J.  Gibson  Thomson,   . 

Rev.  Alexander  Mackenzie 

Thos.  Martin,     . 

J.  M.Taylor,      .         , 

James  Paterson, 


M.D 


NAMES  OF  CONOBBGATIOKS. 


Moming^fde,  Edinbni^h, 

New  North  Church,  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

New  North  Church,  Edin., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Pilriff,  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Roeebum,  do.. 

Do.  do., 

St  Andrew's,       do.. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

St.  George*s,        do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do.( 

Do.  do.  9 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  dn., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

D<i.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  d<»., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

St.  John's,  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

St.  Luke's,  do., 

Do.  do., 

St.  Paul's,  do., 

Tolbooth,  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Anderston,  Glasgow, 

Blochairo,  do., 


AaoQjR 


£  I.  i 

m. 

100. 

in. 

100. 
100. 
100. 
10. 
600  . 
100  . 
200  . 


100  . 

100  . 

100  . 

25  . 

1000  . 

500  . 

250  . 

2S0  . 

100  . 

200  . 

100  . 

150. 

100. 

600. 

150. 

25. 

100. 

20O. 

200  . 

250  . 

100  . 

60  . 

100  . 

60  . 

60  . 

100  . 

100  . 

100  . 

100  . 

60  . 

10  . 

50  . 

J50  . 

6210 

60  . 

250  . 

25  . 

100  . 

200  . 

100  . 

fiO  . 

250  . 

.'0  . 

100  . 


xixia 
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SAMES  OF  8UB8CRIBEB8. 


Dr.  Patrick. 

J  Ames  StevensoD, 

Mrs.  Campbell,  sen., 

George  Reith.     . 

Hugh  Taylor,     . 

Thomas  W.  Brown, 

Umea  Graham,  • 

Re?.  Principal  DongUw,  D.D 

Robert  Boss, 

A.  Peicock, 

Richard  ChalmerB, 

Alexander  Andrew, 

J.  R.  MiUer, 

J.  H.  Dickson,    . 

Junes  Henderson, 

Jobn  Mathie, 

A.  STinington,    . 

Junes  Donald,  . 
,  Tbomas  Binnie,  • 
\ieT.  Dr.  Adam» 

fi.Mm«r,  . 
'  l^alter  M'Lellan, 
j  Ret.  R.  C.  Smith, 
I  r^.  J.  Paterson, 

Jobn  Bell,  . 

^^T.  W.  G.  Blackie, 

Robert  Blackie,  . 

Anderson  Kirkwood,  IiIi.D 

^'eil  Sinclair, 

Stephen  Mason, 

Wifiiam  Wright, 
I  ^.  W.  Rosa  Taylor, 
,  The  late  Robert  Brown, 

Walter  Galbraith, 

J  B.Wingate,  . 
I  John  Lang, 
,  J.  A.  Wenlay,    . 
;J'M*Kinnon,     . 

pr.  J.  Pine,  . 
I  Mm.  Moncie, 

J-  M.  Robertson, 

J-  L.  Napier, 

^«  Petti^rrew,  . 
'  J.  H.  M'Clnie,  . 

Alexander  Mitchell, 
;  John  M'Lellan,  . 
1  ^v.  Dr.  CandUsh, 

Jobn  Mnre, 
'  John  Williamson, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Tail, 
M.  Connell, 

Junes  Howat,    . 

J&mes  Templeton, 
Archibald  Crombie, 
John  Roxburgh, 
J.  TempIetoD,  jnn., 
J*  Salmon, 


NAMES  OF  CONORBGATION8. 


Amount 
Stibsciibed. 


Bridgeton,  Glasgow 
College  Church,  do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Cunningham  Church 
Finnieston,  do. 

Do.  do. 

Gt.  Hamilton  St.,  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do-  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Gt.  Western  Rd.,  do. 

Do.  do. 

John  Knoz*s,        do. 

Do. 
Kelvinside, 

Do. 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Benfield, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Renwick  Church,  do. 

St.  Andrew's,  do. 

Da  do. 

St.  DaTid's,  do. 

St.  Enoch's,  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

St.  George's,  do. 

Do.  do. 
St.  George's  Rd.,  do. 

St  James's,  do. 

Da  do. 

St.  John's,  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Da  do. 

Do.  do. 


do.. 


£ 

25 

5000 

500 

250 

100 

100 

100 

75 

100 

5 

25 

5 

100 

50 

100 

50 

20 

10 

600 

100 

100 

500 

500 

500 

500 

250 

250 

250 

200 

105 

100 

100 

100 

50 

60 

100 

60 

260 

20 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

30 

25 

1000 

25 

50 

200 

50 

500 

iso 

100 

160 

60 


8 


33 


B 


18 


APPKNDIX  TO  ItVPORT  OF  THK 
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NAMES  OF  SUBSCRIBERS. 


MisBes  M'Growther, 
Mre.  Bannerman, 
John  Kinop, 
L.  UobertsoD, 
I  A.  A.  Ferguson, 
H.  K.  Wood,      . 
The  late  James  Bell, 
John  M*Clure,    . 
Hugh  Brown, 
John  Hart, 
David  Maclean, 
William  Ogilvie, 
The  Hon.  Wm.  Collinfl, 
John  Morrison,  . 
G.  W.  Clark,      . 
M.  Fairlej, 
John  Stephen,    . 
Rev.  R.  Howie,  . 
Per        do.. 
Dr.  Scott,  . 
Alexander  Scott, 
John  Steel, 
A.  Rirknatrick,  . 
Alexanaer  Mitchell, 


NAM ES^OF  CONORaOATION& 


AnooBt 
Snteciibei 


St.  Matthew's,  <3tlasgow, 
Do.  do.. 

Do.  do.. 

Do.  do., 

St.  Peter's,  da, 

Dot  do.. 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

St.  Stephen *s,       do., 
Do.  do., 

Do.  do. , 

Trun  Church,       do.. 
Do.  do.. 

Union  Church,     do., 

West  Church,      do., 

Govan,  St.  Mary's,  do., 
Do.  do., 

Do.  do., 

East  Church,  Rntherglen, 

Prestonkirk,  • 

BothweU,      . 

Bumbank,  Hamilton,     . 

St.  John's,  Hamilton,    . 


Spedal  Subscriptions  and  Contributions. 

Trustees    of   the    late    Charles    Brown,    Aberdeen,    per   David 

Mitchell,  Advocate, 
J.  H.,  per  R.  Lumsden,  Aberdeen, 
R.  Mitchell,  M.P., 
A  Lady  Friend,  Edinburgh, 
General  Sir  D.  Macgiegor, 
Mr.  Braidwood,  Edinburgh, 
A  Friend,  Edinburgh,    . 
Legacy  by  late  Miss  Jane  Robertson,  Elgin, . 
Messrs.  W.  Maclaren,  Sons,  and  Co.,  Glasgow, 
A  Glasgow  Lady,  . 
Mrs.  Brand,  . 
Mias  Allison, 
W.  J.  Forbes, 
J.  Whitton,  Glasgow, 
Misses  Patersoo,   . 
Jane  Miller, . 
Mrs.  Craig,    . 
R.  Macfie  of  Airds, 
Mrs.  Muir  Macreadie  of  Perceton, 
The  Ladv  Christian  Maule,    . 
A  Friend,  per  T.  Brydie,  Alloa, 
One  of  Dr.  Adam's  old  Alloa  folk. 
Rev.  J.  Dawson,  Chindwara, 
Unknown  Friend,  per  Dr.  Adam, 
J.  Grieve,  per  Dr.  Adam, 
Juvenile  Offerings, 


20 

10 

20 

20 

b 

18 

1 

100 

250 

200 

M 

10 

26 

25 

2 

2 

600 

150 

lOOO 

10 

10 
4 

25 

m 
I 


200.  . 


101. 

liD. 

50 

25 
200 
200 
100 
100 

^ 
500 
100 
250 
100 
500 

25 

25 
200 
50(1 
100 
500 
100 


nni. 
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APPENDIX 


No.  n. 


List  or  Gongrbgations,  with  Uie  Amount  subscribed  by  each  to  the 
Fund,  and  the  Amount  paid  to  31st  March  1880. 


COXOREGA.TION8. 


Aberdeen* 


Aberdeen — Bon  Accord, 

CaoMwayend, 

Eart  Church, 

Ferrybill, 

Gaefic,  , 

GaUowgate,    . 

Oilcometon,    . 

GrejfriarB',     . 

High  Church, 

Holbum, 

Knox's, , 

Mariners', 

MelviUe. 

North  (AuTcb, 

Bntherford,    . 

HathriestoD,  . 

St.  Clement's, 

South,    .        .        ■ 

Trinity, . 

Union  Church, 

West  Church, 
Banchory-Devenick,  . 
^Ihelyii,  •        .        . 

5^ackbum, 

CultB,  .  .  . 

^ttrrie, 

^ngawells, 
JJaryculter, 

Old  Machar,      . 
Peterculter, 
Skene,       . 

Toriy 
Woodride, 


Totals, 


Amount 
BnbBcribed. 


£     i.    d 

68     .     . 


80 

614 

26 


206  11 
72  10 


Amount  Paid. 


£     8,   d. 
20     .     . 


60     .     . 
214     .     . 


48  11     . 
18  10     . 


7  18 
49    . 
100    . 

2  10 
97    . 

1    . 
4    . 


18  11    4 


7    4     . 
.16    6 


688  16  10 
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zxxni 


00N0RE0ATI0N8. 


Aberlour. 


Aberlonr,  . 
Bobarm,  . 
InveravoD, 
Rnockando, 
Mortlach,  . 
Rothes,     . 


Abernethy. 

Abernethj. 

Alvie  and  BothiemurchuB, 

Cromdale, . 

Dnihill,     . 

Kingassie, 

Rirkmicliael, 

Laggan.    • 


Abertarff. 

Ballahulisli — North,  . 

Sooth 

Fort-AugaBtns, . 
Fort-William,    . 
Glen-Morriston, 
Glen-Urqahart, . 
Kilmallie,  .        »        .        . 
Kilmonivaig, 


Alford. 


Alford, 

Aochindoir, 

Keig  and  Tough, 

Kinnethmont, 

Rhynie« 

StrathdoD, 

Towie,  etc., 


Arbroath. 


Arbirlot,    . 
Arbroath — East, 

High  Street,  . 

Inverbrothock, 

Knox's, . 

Ladjloan, 
Barry, 
Garmylie,  . 


ToUlu, 


Totals, 


Totals, 


Totals, 


^ 


Cany  forward, 


Amonnt 
Subeczlbed. 


Amount  Fkii 


£     «.    ci. 


4     .     . 


4     .     . 


8    3    6 


20     .      . 


28    3    6 


10  . 

20  . 

10  . 

7  4 


10 


67    4 


8  10 
1  . 
8  14 


7    3    6 


20    7    6 


6  12 


100 
100 


280 
20 
60 


£   I  i 


3  3  « 


4   .    . 


3  6. 


3  . 
7  4 


H  4 


•••  »*' 
1    . 
11^ 


3  S  ^ 
7l  1 

612 


• 

li  ^ 

113 

■  > 

30 

> 

18 

H 

lUUL 
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C0KQBBGAT10S8. 


CarnooBtie, 
CoIHstca,  • 
Friockheim, 
iDTerkeillor, 
Pobride,  . 


Bnmght  forward, 


•  a  «  •  •  « 

■•  ,  .  •  •  • 


Totak, 


Anchtenrder. 


AbenithT«n, 
Aochterarder, 
Blackford, 
Brace, 
Comrie, 
,  Crieff, 

Dtmniog, 
Madderty, 

iHoQzie, 

IVothiii!, 


f 


Totals, 


Do^Martym',    . 

I>o.,  Wallacetown, 

BaiUntrae. 

Barr,        ]         .         . 

BwrhiU,     . 

CoImoDell, 

Croashill. 

!^*3l7,       .         .        . 
;  DalmeUiDgton.  . 
I  ^*lryinple.         .        . 
^  Dpadonald, 
'  QJrran, 
'  Kirkoewald, 
I  Maybole,    . 
j  Monkton,  . 
'  ^ewton-on-Ayr, 
I  New  Cumnock,  . 
'  Do.,  Aflon, 

\  ,^       Do.,  Bank, 

-Ocbiltree,.        .        . 
,  Old  Cumnock,    . 
Stair,        .         . 

Syimngton, 

larbolton, 

Troon, 


Ayr. 


Totals, 


Broaghton, 
Cnlter,       . 


Biggar  and  Peebles. 


Carry  forward, 


L^ 


Amount 
Satwcribed. 


£  «.  dL 
566  12 
260  . 

11  . 
101  19 

25  . 

68  • 


1022  11 


23  9  6 

254  16  6 

23  .  . 

20  .  . 

174  9  . 

880  6  6 

18  13  6 

48  6  6 

107  7  6 

80  8  6 


1130  17  6 


50 


88  12  6 
50  .   . 


31  15 
30  . 


65  15 
5  . 
15  17 
20  10 
58  . 


79  10 


113  7  6 


2  15 
80  . 
26  . 


50  . 


767  2  6 


56  9  6 
27  3  11 

83  13  5 


1 


Amoont  Paid. 


£  s.  d. 

175  1  . 

158  10  . 

5  16  6 
19  1  , 

6  19  , 
42  11  . 


407  18  6 


4  12 
62  4 
8  . 


65  11  . 
148  6  . 
3  16  6 
19  16  10 
57  12  . 
40  .   . 


409  18  4 


"s" 

• 
7 

6 

18 

• 

. 

"q 

• 

• 

5 

• 
• 

• 

39  2  6 

1  .  . 

7  2  . 

8  10  . 
25  1  6 


29  17 


2  16  . 

16  17  8 

5  .   . 


25  . 


197  13  2 


IS  5  . 
27  3  11 

40  8  11 


83 
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XXIUI. 


C0NGRBQATI0N8. 


Broagbt  forwardi 

Ellsrid^liUI, 

iDnerleithen, . 

Rirkurd, 

Peebles, 

Skirling, 

Totals, 
BreadaltMue. 

Aberfeld^, 

Ardeonaie,        .  

FortingalT, 

Glenlyon, 

Kenmore. 

Killin,       .•..*•.. 

Lawers, « 

Logierait, 

StrathfiUan, 

Tummel  Bridge, 

Totals, 
Brechin. 

Brechin — ^East, 

West 

Craig, 

Edzell 

Lochlee, 

Log^epert, 

Marytown* 

Menmoir, 

Montrose — St.  QeorgeV, 

St.  John's, 

St  Paul's 

Totals, 
Caithness. 

Berriedale, 

Bower, 

Brnan,      

Canisbaj, 

Dunnet, 

Halkirk, 

Keiss, .        . 

Latheron, 

Lybster, 

Olrig 

Pultneytown, 

Seav 

Thurso— First  Church,       .        .        !        ! 

West, 

Watten, 

Westerdale, 

Wick, 

Do.,    Martyrs', 

Totals, 


Amottnt 
Subscribed. 


£    $.   d, 
83  18    6 


500    .  . 

86  17  6 

40  18  . 

25    3  . 


686    6  11 


84  7  6 

8  7  . 

17  5  6 

12  .  . 

26  .  . 

28  6  . 

15  17  6 

22  6  6 

26".  . 


224  10 


71  10     . 

212    7    6 

20    .      . 


6b*"4 
80    . 

6 

• 

26'*'. 
158  14 

• 

6 

557  16 

6 

2    1  . 

50    .  . 

20    .  . 

50    3  6 

80' *2  6 

m"\  . 

50    .  . 

88  16  . 

71  14  6 


42  11    8 

156  16    . 

22  10    . 


678  18    9 


AmoimtFtti  j 


—I 


£    U 

40  6ii 

167.  . 


207  8U 


78  : « 

3  7  . 

17  5  S 

2  8  . 

25  3  I 

23  6  . 

8  s  e 

22  6  i 


8  .    . 


18S  7  8 


1911  . 
12711  « 

i 


24  i' 


fi$lH 


•••  ••• 


SO  3  < 
•••  ••• 

40  .  • 

10  .  • 

so  5  • 


»••••• 


luia 


CSUXCH 


8109  BQILDIHa  WXJKD  OOMMITTXB. 
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COKGRBGAnOSa. 


Crofflaitf, 
Forlroas,  . 
Killeaniui, 
KnockbttB, 


ToUli, 


Abdie,  etc., 
Aociiteniiitchty, 

C(4]ettie,  .' 

Copir,      . 

Dainie,     . 

FalkUnd,. 

Fliik  and  Criech, 

Kettle  and  Cults, 

Wie  and  Gaoldiy, 

anthmigW,  Nortl^ 


Totals, 


Carlops,  . 
Cockenae, 
Cockpcn,  . 
Dalkeith;  . 
Loanhead, 


DaDceitlL 


Onniston, 
*  enicnick, 

Stobhm.    . 
Temple,    , 


Totals, 


^ola,        .         .  .        . 

^r^serbnigb, 

^ngBide, .        .  .        , 

IJew  Aberdonr, . 

^'ewPiuiigo,    . 

OldDeer,:       .  . 

Peterhead— First  Chureli, 

South,  .        .  .        . 

piwigo; .    .  .    , 

^tben,    .        .  .        . 

St.  Fergus, 

Strichen,  .        .  .        . 


Totals, 


Amoant 
Snlaeribed. 


£  s. 
12  18 
267  . 
50  . 
8  10 
58  . 
10  5 


396  18 


65  5  . 
23  8  6 


26  .  , 

135  .  . 

19  15  6 

33  15  . 

55  .  . 

55  .  . 

16  9  . 


428  13 


5  .  . 

104  .  . 

400  .  . 

425  14  6 

6  .  . 
57  5  . 
55  12  4 

733  7  . 

91  3  6 

5  .  . 

2  19  . 


1885  1  4 


333  12 
95  . 
10  . 
10  . 
22  10 


20 


50 


27  . 
10  . 

578  2 


Amount  Paid. 


£    8.  d. 

7  4  . 


27  7 

4  6 

11  13 


50  10 


13  6  . 
13  8  6 


14  17  6 
81  .  . 
13  17  6 


20  16  6 
10  14  . 


117  19 


40 

226 


42  9  6 


179  16  . 
21  12  2 


2  19 


512  16  8 


68  3  . 

24  6  6 

2  .  . 

7  10  . 


5  6  . 
10  .   . 

123  5  6 
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APPmrDEC  TO  BKPOBT  Of  THl 


zxxin. 


CONQBBOATIONS. 


DingwalL 


Alness, 
Dinewal],  . 
Fodderty, . 
GarTO, 
Kilmorack, 
Kiltearo,   . 
Maiybnrgh, 
Strftthconan, 
Urquhart*, . 
Urray, 


Totals, 


DoraodL 


Assynt, 

Clype, 

Creich, 

Domocb, 

(Golspie, 

Helmsdale 

Lairg, 

Rogart, 

Rosehall, 

Stoer, 


Totals, 


Dumbarton. 


Alexandria,       .        •        • 

Arrocbar, 

Baldernock, 

Bonhill,     .... 

Bowling,   .... 

Cardross,  .... 

Dumbarton — ^Higb  Cbarcb, 

North,   .... 
Duntocber,        .        • 
(Jarelocbbead,  . 
Helensburgb — Park, 

West,  .... 
Killearn,  .... 
Lnss 


Old  Kilpatrick, 
RentoD,     . 

Do.,  Gaclie,    . 

Da,  LeTonside, 
Roseneath,        . 
Sbandon, 
Btratbblane, 


Totals, 


Dumfries. 


Corsock,   . 
Dalbeattie, 


Carry  forward, 


Amount 

Sabscrfbed. 


■ 


£  s.    d, 

50  . 

181  10 

26  . 

••• «  ■  ■ 

60  . 
60  . 
40  . 


25 
25 


446  10 


80  10  6 

40  . 

60  . 

56  . 

86  . 

60  . 

10  . 

26  . 

20  . 

62  . 


Amount  Paid. 
£  ti 

12.   . 

12  :o . 


867  10 

6 

6040  10 
40  . 

• 

iw". 

85  10 

• 
• 

eeiVio 

• 

809  . 

760  . 

20  . 

10  . 


100    . 

so"'. 


18,062  10    . 


2    . 


2    . 


SO  10  . 


16- 
26  . 
U  . 
7  . 
10  3 

5  . 

6  . 
16  . 

716 


10015 


loa  » ' 

1145  tt  . 

•••••• 


«••• 


9110  . 

60  .  . 
4  . 

4  6  . 


90  . 


2395  ( 


...•♦* 


XUIIL 
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CONQREQATIONS. 


DaltOT, 

Dumfriei— Rrrt  Church, 

Do,        Martyrs', 

Da,        Sooth, 
Dnnioore, 
^Da,     Craig, 
Gieocaple, 
Hightae, 
Inrnpy. 
Kjrkbean 
Kirkmahoe, 
Kirkpatrick-Durham 
Lochend, 
MaxweUtown,   . 
Sathwell, 


Brought  forward, 


Totals, 


Biiauhidder,     . 

Jriage  of  Allan, 

Bucuyvie, 

CiUandcr, 

Dunblane, 

^wtmow, . 

Kilaadock, 

Kippen.     . 

NoTrieBton, 

Tillicoultry, 


Dimblase.  ^ 


Totals, 


Dnodec. 


Abemvte,  etc^ . 
Broughty-Ferry—East, 

St.  Luke's,     .        . 

West,    .  '     .        . 
Dundee— Alhcrt  Square, 

Bonnet  Hill,  . 

Chalmers',     . 

ChapeUhade, . 

Dudhope, 

Hijfh  Church, 

HiiUowD, 

M'Cheyne,     • 

Martyrs', 

Ogilvy  Church* 

St.  Andrew's, 

SU  David's,  . 

St.  John's,     . 

St.  Paul's,      . 

St.  Peter's,     . 

Wallacetown, 

WeUgatc,       . 


Carry  forward. 


Amount 
Subscribed. 


£  8,    d, 

2  . 

16  1 

69  . 

6  6 

20  . 

26  . 

4  6 

4  16 

10  . 

6  . 

12  1 

86  . 


60    . 
16    8 
10    . 


272  10     . 


86 

260 

26 

66 


80 
26' 


467 


21    1 
1076    . 
880    . 


200    .      . 
11  18    6 


706    . 
20    . 


179  18  . 

110    .  . 

801    .  . 

2240    .  . 

92  16  . 

16' ".  . 

6796    7  6 


Amount  Paid. 


£    $,    d. 


20    . 

16". 
81  "V 


2    .      . 
6  14    6 


68  14    6 


81  10 
60    . 
26    . 
44    . 


80    . 
20". 


201  10     . 


6    1 


11  Ig    6 


17  14    6 
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xxxm. 


CONORBGATIONS. 


DingwalL 


Alness, 
Dinflnirall,  . 
Fodderty,  • 
Garre, 
Kilmorack, 
Kiltearn,   • 
Maiybnrgh, 
Strathconao, 
Urquhart;  • 
Urray, 


Totals, 


DoraodL 


AssTut, 

Clype, 

Creich, 

Dornoch, 

Oolspie, 

Helmsdale 

Lairg, 

Rogart, 

Rosehall, 

Stoer, 


Totals, 


Dumbarton. 


Alexandria,       .        •        • 

Arrocbar,  .  • 

Baldernock, 

Bonbill,     .... 

Bowling,   .... 

CardrosB,  .... 

Dombarton — High  Cburcb, 

Nortb,   .... 
Duntocber, 
(Jarelocbbead,  . 
Helensburgb — Park, 

West 

Killearn,  .... 
LUBS.  .... 


Old  Kilpatrick, 
Renton,     . 

Do.,  Gaelie,    . 

Do.,  Levenside, 
Roseneatb, 
Sbandon, 
Btratbblane, 


Totals, 


Dumfries. 


Coraock,   . 
Dalbeattie, 


Carry  forward, 


Amonnt 
SalMcribed. 


£    t. 

60    . 

181  10 

25    . 


50 
60 
40 


25 
25 


446  10    . 


80  10    6 

40  . 

60  . 

55  . 

85  . 

60  . 

10  . 

25  . 

20  . 

62  . 


867  10 

6 

6040  10 
40    . 

lOO*'. 
85  10 

• 
• 

661710 

... ••• 

• 

809  . 

760  . 

20  . 

10  . 


100    . 


80    .      . 


AmouDt  VtH. 


18,062  10     . 


2    .      . 


2    .      . 


£  i.i 
12.   . 


1210  . 


sold . 


16  • 

26  •  • 

11  .  . 

7  .  . 

10  8  . 

2  .  . 

6  .  . 
16  .  . 

7  16  . 


1 


10019  . 


1024 19  '• 
.919  . 


114516  . 


I 


■  •  '  «•• 

91  10   . 

60  . 

4  . 

4   6.1 

20  . 


2396  6  ' 


ijucin. 


CHURCH  EXTSN8I0N  BTTILDINa  FUND  COMMITTEB. 
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CONQREQATIONS. 


DaltoD, 

Damfiieft— First  Cliarch, 
Don        Martyrs', 
Da,        South,     . 

DoDfloorey  .        . 

Da,     Cnug,        . 

GwDcaplsy         • 

HigbUe, 

IroDgmy, 

Kirkbean 

Kirkmahoe, 


Brought  forward, 


I 


-[  Kirkpatrick-DurhaiD, 


Lochend, 
'  HazveUtowD, 
;  BathweU, 


Totals, 


Dimblaiie. 


Balonhidder, 
Bridffe  of  J 
BocluyTie, 


Allan, 


Callftnder, 

Donblaoe, 

Gaitmore,  • 

Kilmadock, 

Kippen,     . 

Norriestoo, 

Xifliconltrj, 


Dnodee. 

Ab^TDTte,  etc^ . 
Broughty-Ferry — Eaat,     , 

St.  Luke's,     • 

West,     .... 
Dundee — Albert  Square,.  . 

Bonnet  Hill,  . 

Chalmers*, 

Chapelahade, . 

Dadnope, 

Hieh  Church, 

HiUtowD, 

M'Cheyue,     ■ 

Martyrs*,  » 

Ogilvy  Church, 

St.  Andrew's, 

St.  David's,   . 

St.  John's,     . 

St.  Paul's,      . 

St  Peter's,     . 

Wallacetown, 

Wellgate,       . 


Totals, 


Carry  forward. 


Amount 
Bubeeribed. 


£  9.    d, 

2  . 

16  1 

69  . 

6  6 

20  . 

26  . 

4  6 

4  16 

10  . 

6  . 

12  1 

86  . 


60    . 
16    8 
10    . 


272  10 


86 

260 

26 

66 


80    . 
26'". 


467    . 


21    1 
1076    . 
880    . 


200    .      . 
11  18    6 


706    . 
20    . 


179  18 
110    . 
801    . 
2240    . 
92  16 


10    . 


6796    7    6 


Amount  Paid. 


£    s.    d. 


20    . 
10"'. 

si"/ 


2    .      . 
6  14    6 


68  14    6 


81  10 
60    . 
26    . 
44    . 


80    . 
20". 


201  10     . 


6    1     . 


11  lo    6 


8 


17  14    6 
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APPENDIX  TO  RIPOKT  OF  THE 


xxiin 


CONQBEGATIONS. 


BroDgbt  forward, 

Wflliion, 

Liff; 

Lochee, 

Longforg^, 

MftlDB, 

Monifietb, 

Do.,      South, 

Monikie, 

TealiDg 

ToUls, 
Dunfermline. 

Aberdoar, 

Carnock, 

CulroBB, 

Panfermline — Abbey, 

North 

St.  Andrew's, 

Saline, 

TorryboTii,  «....•• 
Tnlliallaii, 

Totalf, 

Dnnkeld. 

AQcbtenaren, 

Blair-Atbol, 

Burrelton,  . 

Cargill, 

Clanie, 

Dalguise,  etc,   .        •        .        ... 
Dunkeld,  .  .        .        .        .       ' . 

Kirkmicbael, 

Letbendj, . 

Moulio,     . 

Totals, 
Dunoon. 

Danoon, 

Do.,    Gaelic, 

Innellan 

KilfinDan 

Kilmodao, 

Kilmun, 

Kinearth, 

North  Bute, 

Botheeaj — ^Free, 

Gaelic,  .        .       ^ 

West 

Sandbank,         

Sooth  Ringarth, 

Strachur, 

Tignabruaicb, 

Totals, 


Amoimt 
Satecribed. 


£  s.  d 

6796  7    6 

20  .      . 

21  10     . 


647  10    . 
2    .      . 


6387     7    6 


1  10 
288'*. 


1  10     . 

2  16    7 


184 


872  16    7 


29  18    6 


10  .  . 
20  2  6 
20    .      . 


62    8  6 

6    .  . 

19  10  6 

20  6  8 


187    1    8 


26    . 


80  . 

20  . 

96  1 

20  . 

128  . 

5  . 


26 


848    1 


AmooBtFud 


£  til 

17  H  i 


20)10  . 
2.  .' 


229  i  r 


I 

I 

110  . 

144  4  . 

110  . 
215  I 


2710  . 


»i 


177  9  1 


ISH 


16 :« 

4i:  . 

b  .  . 
810  «, 
9  .   » 


91   1  I 


5  •    ' , 


80 


66  e  f 

6S*U 


144  IS' 


uxm. 


CHUKCH  SXTKN8I0N  BUILDING  FUND  COMMITTEE; 
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CON6REOATIONB. 


Donse  and  Chimside. 

AlUnton, 

Chirnade, 

Danie, 

Ejemoathy 

Qnenlair, 

HoondwGody 

Langton, 

Lciigforniacns,   ....... 

HordiDgton, 

SwintoD, 

Totals, 

£dlI10IIf2[iL 

ColintoD  and  Carrie, 

Centorphine,     «        • 

CruDood,  

E&bDrgh — ^Barclaj, 

Boocleach, 

Cludmers', 

Cowgate,        ....... 

Cowgatehead, 

S»lry, 

Dean, 

Foontainbridge, 

Grange, 

GreyfriarB*,     ....... 

High  Church, 

Holyrood, . 

John  Knox's, 

Lady  GlenoTchy'e, 

M  Une,  •...•••• 

Martyrs', 

Mayfield, 

Moray, 

Momiogaide, 

Newington, 

New  North, 

Fleaaance, 

Bosebnm, 

Roxburgh,      

8t  Andrew's, 

8t  Bernard's, 

8t  Columba's, 

St.  Cuthberfs, 

8t  David's,  I 

St  George's, 

St  John's, 

St  Lake's, 

St  Mary's, 

6t  Paul's 

St  Stephen's, 

Stockbridgc, 

Carry  forward, 


Amoont 
Subscribed. 


£  $.    d. 

80  . 

20  . 

100  7    8 

40  . 

40  . 

80  . 

18  . 

16  . 

10  . 

40  . 


838    7    8 


100    . 


2116  9  6 
100  .  . 
226  10    6 


20 


100  . 
10  . 
1106  . 
8  6 

2&6"'. 

62". 
100  . 

2026". 

282  . 

2200  17 

1018  19 

326  11 

6 

114818 
57  9 
200  . 
60  . 

6 

6899*12 
608  8 
842  . 
666  7 
100  . 
224  10 

6 

• 

2 

• 

• 

19.677  12    7 


Amount  Paid. 


£    «.  d, 

9  18  6 

9  16  . 

86    8  8 


9 

7 
6 


12    1 
11    4 

6    6 
14    8    6 

2  16     . 
19    4 


6 


121  12 

•7 
t 

••■ ••• 

1244  16 

• 

20  . 

* 

68  7 

6 

"i". 

• 

20". 

• 

10  . 

. 

65  17 

6 

8  6 

• 

103"'6 

8 

81*14 

6 

40  . 

• 

2026'". 

. 

117  . 

• 

766  . 

. 

441  6 

. 

76"2 

« 

882"8 

6 

48  9 

• 

66  2 

. 

2698  17  . 

161  17  6 

19     .  . 

299  17  2 

26    .  . 

86  19  . 


9316    4    8 
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APPXNDIX  TO  RMORT  €9  TEM 


ixxia 


CONGRBQATIOKfik 


Tolbooth, 

Tron, 

Viewforth, 
GrantOD  and  Wardie, 
Leith— North,    . 

South,    . 

St.  John*8, 

St  Kinian's,  . 

Trinity, . 
Liberton,   . 
Newhaven, 
Portobello, 
Batho, 


Brongbt  forward. 


Aires, 
Burghead, . 
Elg&— High, 

South,    . 
Gannoath, 
Hopettian, . 
Loseiemoutb, 
PluBcarden, 
Urqoharty  . 


Craden,     . 
Ellon, 
Foyeran,    . 
Methlic,    . 
New  Machar, 
Old  Meldrum,    . 
Slainfl, 
Udny, 


Benholm, 

Bervie, 

Fettercaim, 

Fordoun, 

Glenbervie, 

Kinneif, 

Laurencekirk, 

Marjkirk, 

Sl  Cvrus, 

Stonehaven, 


Totals,. 


Elgin. 


•  • 


Totals, 


EUoa 


Amooat 
BobBciibed. 


£    9,    d. 

19,577  12    7 
771    2    . 


867  14 


200 
9 


230 


252  10     . 


21,407  18    7 


66    6 

66  6 
100    . 
102    . 

48  10 
46  11 
70  16 
21    . 

67  . 


677    6 


66  1& 
14    . 
80    . 


AmomitPud. 


£     9,i 


9816  4 
45415 


21}J£  . 


22  .   . 
20  4  . 


109  . 


10.132  19  S 


15  15  . 
26  11  . 
29  18  . 
47  .  . 
18  .  . 
46  18  . 
13  .  . 
2818  . 


216  . 


81  S  . 
1211  . 
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CONQBEGATIONS. 


Fordyce. 


Buif( 

Boyndie,  . 
fiackie,  . 
CulleD,  . 
Deikford, . 
Enzie, 
fordyce,  . 
OrdiqubiD, 

Portnockie, 
Porteoy,    . 


Forfar. 

Aberlemno,        .        ... 

Donnichen, 

For&r— FiratChuTch, 

..^*.    .... 
KinnetUea, 

Kirriemuir — ^Nortb,    . 

^South,    .... 

Uemof ,     .         .        ,        , 


Totals, 


£dinkillie, 
Ponet,      . 

Kinloes,     . 

Baffoidl     . 


Forres. 


Blairdaff;  . 

Cnlsalmondy 
Qarioch,    . 


Gariodu 


I 


nTttnine, 
Kemnaj,  , 
^intoT©,    . 
Leslie  and  Premnay, 


Kshopbriggs,    . 

O&Qipgie,   . 
Catbcart,  . 


Glass^ow. 


Totals, 


Totals, 


Totals, 


Amoirnt 
Sabecribed. 


Carry  finrward. 


£  «.    d. 

21  15    6 

10  . 

10  . 

16  . 


6 

8 

10 

10 

20 


104  15    6 


81    2    6 


81    2    6 


28 
32 


188  12    6 

si'.    6 


229  18 


2    . 

10  . 

11  15 
26    . 
26  18 

12  . 
2  10 
8    8    6 

18  16     . 


112    7    6 


20    . 


20    . 


Amotmt  Paid. 


£  9.  d. 
I'l  15  6 
10    .      . 


5    4 


88  19    6 


7  18     . 


7  18     . 


8  18 


8  18 


2    . 
2    . 

4  15 
25    . 
14  10 
12    . 

2  10 
8    8    6 

5  19    6 

72    8     . 
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APPSNDIZ  TO  RIPOBT  Of  THE 


xxzm. 


CONGREGATIONS. 


Chryston,  . 
Cnmbernauld,    . 
Glasgow — Anderatoo, 

Argyll,  .        .        . 

AugustinOi    . 

Barony, 

Barrow  field,  . 

Blochairn, 

Bridgcgate,    . 

Bridgeton,     . 

Broomielaw, 

Buchanan  Memorial, 

Campbell  Street,    . 

Candlish  Memorial, 

Chalmers*,     • 

College, 

Cowcaddens, 

Cranstonhill, 

Canningham, 

Dennistonn,   . 

Dake  Street,  . 

East  Park,    . 

Fairbaim, 

Finnieston,     . 

Cbrbalfl,         .        • 

Great  Hamilton  Street, 

Great  Western  Boad, 

Hope  Street, 

HutchesontowD,     . 

John  Knox*8, 

KeWinside,    • 

Kingston, 

Kinning  Park, 

London  Boad, 

hjon  Street  Church, 

Macdonald  Church, 

Martyrs', 

Maryhill, 

Milton, 

North  Woodside, 

Paisley  Road, 

PoUocKshields, 

Queen's  Fark^ 

Benfield, 

Ren  wick. 

Rose  Street  Territorial, 

St.  Andrew's, 

St  David's,    . 

St  Enoch's,  . 

St.  George's, . 

St.  George's  Road, 

St.  James's,  . 

St.  John's,     • 

St  Luke's,     . 

St  Mark's,    . 


Brought  forward, 


Carry  forward, 


Amount 
Subscribed. 


£  8.  d, 

20  .  . 

20  .  . 

20  .  . 

GO  .  . 


20    . 
108*". 


6901    . 


16    .      . 


150 


764 
200 


1016    . 
8817  19 


26  . 


60    . 


886    .      . 

848    6    6 
100    .      . 


262  . 

• 

160  . 

• 

166  . 

. 

1672  18 

7 

60  . 

• 

260  . 

• 

1885  7 

6 

2  10 

f 

17,888    2    2 


AmoaatPtid. 


£    t.  i 

4  .  . 

12  ,  . 

4  .  . 


6  . 


141810  . 


10   . 


60  .    . 


684  . 
40  . 


218  . 

898  li 


...  M. 


H  17  10 


631  i  6 


126  .    . 

20  .    . 

85  . 
667  6  : 

20  . 
250  .    . 
286  .   • 

210  r 

♦.«*»• 
61^7 
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CONOREOATIONa 


BroQgbt  forward, 
St  MattheVs,        .....        I 

StPaurs, 

8t  Peter's, 

St.  Stephen's, 

SightliiU, . 

StockwelJ,      ...  ... 

ToUcrosa, 

'^tJ, 

Tron, 

Union, 

Yictoria, 

Wellpark 

West, 

WbiteTale, 

Wynd, 

Young  Street, 

Goran— Flint  Church, 

Sc  Cdamba's, 

St.  Mary'a, 

[Hfflhead, 

i' Kilsyth, 

Kirkintillocli — St.  Andrew's,     .... 

St.  David's, 

Hillerston, . 

Putick—Firat  Church, 

EastChnrch, 

High  Charch 

Kathcrglen — First  Church,        •        •        .        . 

East  Church, 

Shettlestone, 

Whiteinch, 


ToUls, 


Gf^ccnock. 

Cnmhrae,  .... 
,  Enkine,    .        •        . 
I  Fairlie,      •        .        .        • 
Oonrock,  .... 
^^reenock---CrawlbrdBham, 
Gaelic, 
Martyrs', 
Middle, 
Mount  Park, 
,     North,  .        .        . 

Bt.  Andrew's, 
St.  Thomas', . 
I     Wdlpark,      . 
1     Wes^    .... 
Inverkip,  .... 
(LargB,        .... 
I  *ort-Glasgow — ^Hamilton, 
I     Newark,        • 
West  Clmrcb, 


I 


Totals, 


Amoont 
Sabecrlbed. 


£    a.   d. 

17,888    2    2 
840    .      . 


786    1     . 
861  12     . 


86  16     . 


1000    .      . 
736    .      . 


100    .      . 

89".      . 

669*".      . 


62  10     . 


1    .      . 

200    .      . 

6  10     . 


22,064  11    2 


6  10    . 
20  \      . 


260    . 

20"*. 

126  '. 

296". 


6     . 


711  15     . 


Amount  Fsld. 


£    a.    d, 

6138    7     . 

228    .      . 


264    1     . 
88    .     6 


20    .      , 


20   .  . 

20'".  . 

... ... 

106    .  . 


10    .      • 


1    .      • 

200    .      . 

6  10    . 


6286  18    6 


6  10    . 
'4"*.      . 


110    . 

...... 

120    . 

296"'. 


.      6     . 


684  16     . 
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xxxni 


CONOBEOATIONS. 


BrougM  forward, 

Ghryston, 

Cumbernauld, 

Glasgow — AnderstoQ 

Argyll, 

Augustine, 

Barony, 

Barrow  field 

Blocbairn, 

Bridgcgate, . 

Bridgeton, 

Broomielaw, 

Buchanan  Memorial, 

Campbell  Street, 

Candlisb  Memorial, 

Chalmers', 

College, 

Cowcaddens,  ...... 

Cranstonbill, 

Cunningham, 

Dennistoun, 

Duke  Street, 

EsAtPark, 

Fairbaim, 

Finnieston, 

Cbrbalfl, 

Great  Hamilton  Street,  .... 

Great  Western  Boad, 

Hope  Street, 

Hutcbesontown, 

John  Knox's,  ...... 

Kelvinside, 

Kingston, . 

KinningPark, 

London  Koad, 

]>on  Street  Church, 

Macdonald  Church, 

Martyrs', 

Marybill, 

MiltoD, 

North  Woodside, 

Paisley  Road, 

PollocKshields, 

Queen's  Park, 

Benfield, 

Renwick, 

Rose  Street  Territorial, 

St.  Andrew's,         ...... 

St  David's, 

St  Enoch's, 

St  George's, 

St.  George's  Road, 

St.  James's, 

St  John's, 

St  Luke's, 

St  Mark's, 

Cany  forward, 


Amount 
Sabseribed. 


£    8,  d. 

20    .  . 

20    ,  . 

20    .  . 

60    .  . 


20    . 

108*". 

... ••• 
26    . 


6901 


16    . 


160    . 

... •*• 
764  . 
200    . 


1016    .      . 
8817  19     . 


26  . 
60"'. 


886    .      . 

848    6    6 
300    .      . 


262    .  . 

.  160    .  . 

166    .  . 

1672  18  7 

60    .  . 

260    .  . 

1886    7  6 

2  10  7 


AnomiFiii 


J 


£  f.  ^ 

12.   . 
4  ,   . 


6  . 


1418  10 


710  . 


60  .   . 


634  . 
40  . 


218  . 


:  6 


H  17  10 


631  4  6 


126  . 

20  . 

85  . 
567  6 

20  . 
250  . 
285  . 

210' 


f«..« 
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CONOBEOATIONa 


8t  Matthew's, 

St  Paul's.      . 

St  Peter's,    . 

St.  Stephen's, 

Sighthill,       . 

Stockwell,      . 

ToDcTOis, 

Trinitj,         .       .       . 

TroDi    .... 
UnioD,  .... 
Yictoria, 
Wellpark,       . 
West,    .... 
Whiterale,     . 
Wynd,  .... 
Young  Street. 
GoTtD— First  Church, 
St  Columba*8, 
St  Mary's,     . 
HiDbead,  .... 
XiUyth,    .... 
;  Kirkintilloch— St.  Andrew's, 
'    St  David's,    .        .        . 
MflleretoD,         •        •        • 
I  Ptrtick— First  Church,      . 
'    East  Church, 
.     High  Church, 
I  Bntherglen — First  Chnrch, 

East  Church, 
Skettlestone,      •        • 
Wkiteinch, 


Brought  forward, 


Cmnhrae,  •        •        •        • 
ErAine,    ,        .        . 
;  Fairlie,      .... 
'  Goarock,  .... 
I  Greenock — Crawfbrdshum, 
Gaelic,  .        .        . 

Martyrs',        . 
Middle, 
Mount  Park, 
North,  •  . 

St  Andrew's, 
St.  Thomas', . 
.     Wcflpark,      .        .        . 
West,    .... 

Intetkip 

W,       .        .        .        . 

I  Port-Glasgow— Hamilton, 
I     Newark, 
West  Church, 


ToUls, 


Totals, 


Amount 
Subscribed. 


£    s.   d, 

17,8S8    2    2 
840    .      . 


786    1     . 
861  12     . 


86  16     . 


1000    .      . 
736    ,      . 


100    . 


89    . 
669"*. 


62  10     . 


1    .      . 

200    .      . 

6  10     . 


22,064  11    2 


6  10    . 


260    . 

20'". 

126*'*. 

290". 


6     . 


711  15     . 


Amount  Paid. 


£    s.    d. 

6138    7     . 
228    .      . 


264    1     . 
88    .     6 


20 

i4o' 


.      • 


20 

26' 

106' 


•      • 


.      . 


10 


•      • 


1    .      • 

200    .      . 

6  10    . 


6286  18    6 


6  10     . 


110    . 
"4"'. 

'm'\ 
296". 


6     . 


684  16     . 


30 


APPKNDIZ  TO  BSPOBT  Of  THB 


CONOBEOATIONS. 


Broagbt  forward, 

Chryston, 

Cambemauld, 

Glasgow — Anderston 

Argyll, 

AugustinOi 

Barony, 

Barrowfield, 

Blochairn, 

Bridgcgate, 

Bridgeton, 

Broomitilaw, 

Buchanan  Memorial, 

Campbell  Street, 

Canalish  Memorial,        ..... 

Chalmers',     • 

College, 

Cowcaddens,  ...... 

Cranstonhill, 

Canningham, 

DennistouQ, 

Duke  Street, 

East  Park, 

Fairbaim 

Finnieston, 

Gorbalfl,         .        • 

Great  Hamilton  Street,  .... 

Great  Western  Boad, 

Hope  Street, 

Hutchesontown, 

John  Knox's, 

KeWineide, 

Kingston, 

KinningPark, 

London  Boad, 

I>on  Street  Church, 

Macdonald  Church, 

Martyrs*, 

Maryhill, 

Milton, 

North  Woodside, 

Paisley  Road, 

PollocKshields, 

Queen's  Park, 

Becfield 

Renwick, 

Rose  Street  Territorial, 

St.  Andrew's, 

St  David's, 

St  Enoch's, 

St  George's, 

St.  George's  Road, 

St  James's,  ....... 

St  John's, 

St  Luke's, 

St  Mark's, 

Cany  forward, 


Amount 
Subscribed. 


£    8,  d. 

20    ,  . 

20    •  . 

20    .  . 

60    .  . 


30    .  . 

108"'.  . 
...  ••• 

26    .  . 


6901    .      . 


16    .      . 


160 


764 
200 


1016    . 
8817  19 


26  .       . 
60    .      . 


886    .      . 

848    6    6 
100    .      . 


262    .  . 

.160    .  . 

166    .  . 

1672  18  7 

60    .  . 

260    .  . 

1886    7  6 

2  10  7 


17,888    2    2 


AmooalMd. 


£    Li 

12,   . 
4  .   . 


6  .    . 


141810  . 


710  . 


60  .    . 

6S4  .   < 
40  .  . 


213  .  . 

898  :« 


14  17  10 


631  4  6 


126  .  . 

20  .  . 

85  .  . 

667  6  : 

20  .  . 

260  .  . 
285  . 

2  10  : 


•«..•• 


6188   7 
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CONGREGATIONa 


Brought  forward, 

St  Mattbew'B, 

StPanre, 

St  Peter's 

St.  Stephen's, 

Sighthill •  . 

Stockwell, 

ToDcrosa, 

Trinitjr, 

Tron, 

Union, 

Victoria, 

Wellpark, 

West, 

Whitevale, 

Wynd 

Young  Street, 

Govan — First  Church, 

Su  Colnmba*s, 

St  Hanr's, 

HiUhead, 

Kilsyth, 

Kirkintilloch — St.  Andrew's 

SLDand*8, 

Millerston,  •  •  •  •  .  •  . 
Psrtick— First  Church, 

East  Church, 

High  Church, 

Rotberglen — First  Church,        .        •        .        . 

East  Church, 

Shettlestone,      • 

Whiteinch, 


Gf^ccnock. 

Cnmhrae,  .        •  .     . 
Erskine,    .... 
Fairlie,      .        .        .        • 
Goarock,  .... 
Greenock — ^Crawfbrdsbum, 

Gaelic, 

Martyrs',        •        ,        . 

Middle, 

Mount  Park, 
J     North, 

St  Andrew's, 
I     St.  Thomas',. 

WeRpark,      ,        .        . 

'     West,    .... 

Inverkip,   .... 

Urgs        .... 

Port-Glasgow — ^Hamilton, 

Newark, 

West  Church, 


ToUls, 


Totals, 


Amonnt 
Babscribed. 


£    s. 

17,888    2 
840    . 


2 


786    1 
861  12 


86  16 


1000    . 
736    . 


100    . 

89^. 

669*". 


62  10 


1    . 
200    . 
6  10 


22,064  11    2 


6  10 


20    . 

260"'. 

20"'. 

126". 

290    . 


711  15 


Amount  Paid. 


£    9.    d. 

6188    7     . 
228    .      . 


264    1     . 
88    .     6 


20 
140* 


20 
106* 


•      • 


10 


1    .      • 

200    .      . 

6  10    . 


6286  18    6 


6  10     . 


4    .      . 


110    .  . 

126'".  . 

290*".  . 

■ 6  , 

684  16  . 
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AFTWrnr  TO  KXPOKT  OF  THB 


nxm. 


COXORBGATION& 


Haddington  and  Dunbar. 

Cockbarnspatfa,         .... 

Dirleton, 

Dunbar. 

Garrald, ] 

Haddington— St.  John'i^  . 

HumbiOf 

Innerwick,        ..... 

North  Berwick 

PencAitland, 

Frestonkirk, 

PresUmpuDi, 

Saltoo, 

Tranent, 

Yeiter, 


ToUlfl, 


Hamilton. 

Airdrfe — ^BroomknoD, 

Oriaham  Street, 

Higb.    .... 

West,     .... 
Baillieston, 

Bellsbill,    .... 
Blantjre,  .... 

Botbwell 

Cambotlane, 
Gambasnethaxi, . 
GbapelbaU, 
Chapelton, 
Coatbridge — ^Eaat,     . 

Middle,. 

West,    .... 

Oleland 

Dalziel,     .... 
East  Kilbride,   . 
Greengairs, 
Hamilton— Bumbank, 

St.  John's,     . 
Holrtown, 

Larkhali,  .... 
Sbotts,      .... 
Stonehonse, 
Stratbaren, 
Uddingston, 

Wbifflet,    .... 
Wishaw,   .... 


Totals, 


Inveracy. 


Ardrisbaig, 
Inyerar^,  . 
Kilmartm, 
Lochfinesidoy 


Cany  forward. 


Aianwt  Pill 


£    8.   d. 
10    .      . 


868    8 


198  17    6 
10    .      . 


5  . 
20  . 
621  6 
20  . 
16  . 
67  10 
12  11 


1228    7    6 


10    . 
10    . 
10    . 
2  10 
20    . 


410  11  6 
60 ".  . 
20* '.      . 


70    8 
20    . 


620    . 

297  16 
88  6 
28    . 


20    . 
24  16 


t 


1646  19    6 


16  . 
40  . 
10  . 
10    . 


67    . 


£i  i 
2  .    . 

m  t . 

iS  M  . 

1 : 6 


s . 

Iffl  . 

4  . 
Z  . 


211  . 


88110  6 


6  .    . 
2  .    . 

no  . 

9  .    . 


161 10  . 
21  .   . 


..«.•• 


18  . 


100  . 
20  . 
10  «  >, 

10  2     > 

I 

• I 

7  19  . 
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CONGREQATIONS. 


-    ,   .,  ,  Broaght  forward, 

Lochgilphead— First  Church 

Martyrs', 

North  Knapdale, 

Tarbert, 


Totals, 


Invcitiess. 


Daviot, 
Dores, 
loTemess — East, 

High,    .        . 

North,    . 

Qoeen  Street, 

West  Church, 
Kiltarlity, 
Kirkhill,  .  . 
Moy,  .  . 
Petty,  .  . 
Stratfaerrick, 
StrathglasSy 


Inrine. 


Ardrossan, 
Beith,       . 

Catrine,  . 
Dairy,  . 
Darvol,  . 
Dnnlop,  . 
Fenwick,  . 
Galflton,  • 
Hurlford,  . 
Irvine, 

Do.,  FuUartoD, 
Kilbimie, . 

Do.,     West  Church, 
Kilmarnock — Qrange, 

Henderson,    . 

High  Church, 

Mar^', 

St  Andrew's. 
Kilmanrs, . 
Kilwinning, 
Loudonn,  . 
Manchline, 
Mnirkirk,  . 
Perceton,  . 
Saltcoats,  . 

Do.,     Gaelic, 
Stevcnston, 
Stewarton, 
West  Kilbride, 


Totals, 


ToUls, 


Amount 
Bobscribed. 


£  s.    d. 

76  . 

20  . 
66    6 

80  . 


181    6 


20 
20 
60 
800 
60 
26 
16 
41 
26 


666  . 


20  . 
18  "9 


79  . 
222  6 
6  . 


41  . 

686*'". 
18  18 
66  . 

80*". 

26"'. 

10". 


86  . 
1231  12 


1  .   . 
60  .   . 


Amount  Paid. 


£  «.  d, 

84  9  4 

17  .   . 

16  4  . 


n.  •«■ 


67  13  4 


2  8  7 
10  .  . 
88  2  . 


4  . 
6  . 


64  6  7 


1  . 

16  . 


•  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•••  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

13 

•  • 

9 

43  12 

181 

11 

1 

• 

9 

•  ••  • 

•• 
• 

620  . 
18  18 
14  . 
•••  ••• 

80  . 

'T\ 

4*12 

83  *. 
846  2 
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XIXIIL 


CONOREGATIONa 


Islay. 


Bowmoro,  ■ 

Kilchoman, 

Kildalton, 

Killarrow, 

PortnahaTen, 


Totab, 


Jedbnrs^h. 

AnonixDy  •  •  •  • 
Castleton, .... 
Crailingi  .... 
Denbolm,  .... 
Hawick — ^First  Churob,     . 

St  Andrew's, 

West  Port,    . 
Jedbnrgb, 
Wolflee 


Totals, 


Kelso. 


Coldstream, 

Eccles, 

QordoD,     • 

Kelso, 

Makerstonn, 

Korebattle, 

Nentbom, . 

SpronstOD, 

Westratber, 

Tetbolm,  . 


Totals, 


Kincardiiie  O'NeiL 

Aboyne, 

Ballater, 

Bancbory-Teman, 

Braemar,   .        .        «        .        . 

Cluny, 

Cratbie, 

Cromar, 

Ecbt,         .        .        . 
Kincardine  O'Neil,    *        .      * . 
Lnmpbanan,       .... 

Midmar, 

Stracban, 

Tarland, 


Totals, 


Anunxnt 
Snliicribed. 


£    «.    d. 


2    6 

1  . 

2  12 
.    10 


6    8 


2 

7 
116 


7    . 


186 


50 
10 


269 


6 

6 

21 


4    6    6 


864    6    6 


2    .      . 


12  6  . 

40  .  . 

18  5  6 

100  .  . 


8  10    6 
12  10    . 


10    .     . 
20    .     . 

218  11    . 


Amount  Flid. 


i 


1  .  . 
212  . 
.  10  . 


6  %  . 


2  .    . 


2  . 
4  . 


610  . 


iii2-l| 


60  .   . 
5  .   . 

213  .   . 


1  . 

21  .   .] 


294   h  6 


2  .  . 

•••••• 

4  2  6 

19  6  . 

8   4  6 

100  .  • 

•••••• 

8  10  « 

2  10  .' 
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CONGREGATIONS. 


Cowdenbeath, 
Foflsawaj, . 
Kelty, 
Kinrofla,  . 
LftModie,  . 
Orwell,  . 
Portmoak, . 
Stnthmiglo, 


C«i9pbeltown — ^Lochend,  . 

Lorn  Street, 
Kilberry,  etc,    . 
Kilbride,   .... 
Kilcalmonell, 

RiUean,  .... 
Kilmorj,  .... 
Locbranza, 

iShigkan,   .... 
WbitingBaj,    . 


Totals, 


Kirkcaldy. 


Totals, 


BackbaTen, 

Bomtialand, 

Dyaart.     . 

£ait  Wemyse, 

Oalatown, 

Kensowaj, 

Kingbom, 

Kinglassie, 

Kirkcaldy, 

Abbotaball, 

Dunnikier, 

Inrertiel,  . 

Patbbead, 

Leslie, 

Leren, 

UhgellT, 

aarkmcb, 


Kirkcudbright 

AQcbencaim,    .... 
Bibnaghie,        .... 

Borgue, 

CMtle-Douglaa, 
^0*1    Macmillan,    . 

GirtboD, 

GUnkeng, 

Kirkcudbright, 

Tongland,         .... 


Totals, 


TotaLi,' 


Amoant 
Bubiicribed. 


£  «.  d, 

4  .   . 
24  7  . 


16  . 


12  10  6 

4  4  6 

18  .   . 


73 

2  . 

126 

8  . 

640 

.   * 

10 

• 

8  .  . 

82  10  . 

88  7  . 

8  10  . 

10  .  . 


Amount  Paid. 


768  10 


6  -  . 
81  1  11 
80  .   . 


2 

2 

60  10 

11 

•  •  •  •( 

2 

• 

10 

• 

28 

• 

86 

•  ••  • 

7 

• 

66  10 

60  . 

61  12 


426  4  11 


26  . 

"910 
126  . 

20  . 

80  10 

10  7 
146  2 


6 
6 


867  10  . 


£  s.  d, 
18*14  6 


12  10  6 
4  4  6 
9  2  6 


68  19 

. 

88  . 
107  6 
2  10 

• 

a 

8  *. 

. 

"f'e 

6 

8  10 
10  . 


166  11  6 


28  14  6 
2  1  . 


2  2 


12  2 
8  2 


6  . 


48  . 
60  . 
46  12 


187  18  6 


6  . 

"9  "io 

122  . 

4  . 

23  10 

10  7 

46  10 


219  18 


6 
6 
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APPINDIZ  TO  lUBPOBT  Off  TBI 


IXUII. 


CONGREOATIONS. 

■ 

Amount 
Subscribed. 

AflUNmtFkkL 

I^anaik. 

£    M.    d. 

£ 

Abington', 

11  11     . 

611  .' 

Carluke,    . 

86    6    6 

Mir  6 

Gamwath, 

6    .      , 

•*•««• 

Crotsford, . 

•««»- 

Douglas,   . 

66    .      . 

2B.   . 

Douglas  Water, 
Forth,  etc., 

21     7    6 

31S  . 

86  14     . 

:  8  6 

Lanark, 

191  18    6 

7015  9 

Lesmahagow, 

160    .      . 

•■•#•• 

Law, 

6    . 

.    6  .1 

Totals, 
Lewis. 

617    2    6 

128  9  S 

Back 

26    .      . 

•  « •  ••« 

Barras 

20    .      . 

If 

1      «        « 

Carloway, 

80    .      . 

6  .    . 

Cross, 

26    .      . 

Knock, 

100    ,      . 

Lochs, 

60    .      . 

'io  .  . 

Park,  Lochs, 

16    .      . 

6  .    . 

Stomowaj — English, 

100    .      , 

15  .    . 

Gaelic, 

60    .      . 

10  .  . 

Uig, 

Totals, 
Linlithgow. 

102    9     . 

•••  ■■• 

617    9     . 

Dt    «     ' 

Abercora, 

16    .      . 

%*•••« 

Armadale, 

80    .      . 

6  .   . 

Bainsford, 

••••» 

Bathgate, 

o4 

4S17  . 

Bo*ne88,    . 

116    2    4 

36  1  ^ 

Crofthead, 

M«M« 

Falkirk,     . 

60    .      . 

Grangemouth, 

160    .      . 

io  .  • 

Harthill,    . 

••• ••• 

• 

Kirkliston, 

186  14     . 

86  16  . 

Lauriston, 

27  10     . 

22  .    . 

Linlithgow, 

172    2    . 

*    •••••• 

Livings  tonOf 

12    .      . 

5  6   . 

Polmont, 

23    .      . 

9  6   . 

Slamannan, 

20    .      . 

10  9  6 

Torphichen, 

36    8     . 

7   6   . 

Uphall,     . 

26  10    . 

10  . 

West  Calder,     . 

20    .      . 

i  . 

Whitburn, 

«               •               ■ 

M**«* 

Totals, 
LochouTOiL 

979    6    4 

271JiJl 

Apj>lecro6s, 

10    .      . 

5  . 

26    ,      . 

•     10  . 

Gairloch, 

Garry  forward, 

40   .     . 

20  . 

76    .     . 

85  . 

J 
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CONQBBGATIONS. 


Olenelg, 

Glenshiel, 

Lochalsfa, 

Lochbroonif 

TiOcbcarron, 

Plockton, 

Poole  we, 

Shieldaig, 


Bronglit  forward, 


Totals, 


Lockerbie. 


AnDASf      •        • 

Canonbie, 

Ecclefecban, 

EsVdalemuir,    . 

Halfmorton, 

Jobnstone, 

KirkpatricV-Fleming 

Kirkmicbael,     . 

Tjao^bolm, 

TiOcbmabeD, 

Lockerbie, 

Mofiat, 


Totals, 


Lorn. 

Appin, 

Ardcbattan,       .        •        ,        .        •        • 

rM«»noTcby, 

Kilbrandon 

KilninTer, 

Mnckairn, 

Oban, 

Totals, 

Meigle. 

Airlie, 

Alvtb,        .        .        .        • 

Blairgowrie— First  Cburch, 

Soutb, 

Conpar-Angns, 

Cray, 

Gleniela, 

Meigle,  ....••• 

Newtyle,  .         .                .        .        •        • 

Hattray, 

Totals, 
33 


Amoimt 
Subscribed. 


£  «.    d, 

75  . 

10  . 

5  . 

10  . 

25  . 

10  . 

10  . 

20  . 

10  . 


175    . 


40  10 


23  10 

11    2 

1    . 


.23    . 


21    .      . 


120    2    . 


11    2 


20 
8 


76    . 
38  10 


142  12 


100  .  . 
75  7  . 
43  19    7 


10    8 
15    . 


24  14 


269    8    7 


Amoont  Paid. 


£  «.  d. 

85  .  . 

5  .  . 

2  .  . 

2  .  . 

5  .  . 


10    .      . 


59    .      . 


15  10 


7  16 
9  8 
1    . 


23 
21' 


77  18     . 


7  10    . 


7  12    6 


19    2    6 


100  .  . 
61  16  . 
26    7    7 


10    8     . 
21  "18    1 


210    8    8 


u 
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APPENDIX  TO  RKPOBT  OT  THE 


xxxm. 


CONGREaATIONS. 


MnlL 


Ardnamnroliaii, 

ArdoW|      • 

Coll, 

lona  and  Bo68| 

Morven,    . 

Strontian, 

Tobermoiyi 

Torosay,    . 

Tyreo, 


Totals, 


Nairn. 


Ardclach, 

Ardersier, 

Anldeani, 

Cawdor, 

Croy, 

Nairn, 


Totals, 


Orkney. 


Birsay, 
Deernesfl,  • 
£iVie,  etc.,         • 
Firth, 
Harray, 
Holm,        • 
Kirkwall,  . 
North  Bonaldshay, 
Orphir, 

Papa-Westray,  . 
Rousay,     • 
Sanday,     . 
St.  Andrews, 
South  Bonaldshay, 
Stromness, 


Totols, 


Paisley. 


Barrhead,  • 

Bridge  of  Weir, 

Honston,  • 

Inchinnan, 

Johnstone, 

Lochwinnoch, 

Neilston,    . 

Nitshill,     - 

Paisley — ^Gaelic, 
High  Church, 
Martyrs*  • 
Middle, . 


Carry  forward, 


Amount 
Subscribed. 


AmoontPaid 


£  «.  d. 

21  2  6 

10  .   . 

6  6  . 


1  . 

56  15 


20  .   . 


113  2  6 


25  . 

26  11 

27  1 
25  . 
20  . 

170  . 


2  6 


42  12  6 

7 
22 
18 
58 
20  . 

8  15 

9  10  10 
87  6 
15  . 
10  . 
10  . 
15  15 
12  12 
40  . 


826  18  10 


10    .      . 
20   .      . 

20  15    . 


50  15    . 


£   f.  i 

7  15  . 

1  1  ., 


1  .    . 

5515  . 


6511  . 


25  .  .' 

2611  . 

Ti   1  . 

15  2  . 

63 "il  9 


293  12     .1       157  5  9 


4212  6 


I 


18  .  . 
11  6  « 

50  n 


7 


613  i 
611  . 
8  .   . 

8  .   • 

9  5  ^ 

10  .  . 

12  11  . 

1212  . 

28  10  . 


287  7 


10  . 
6  . 


i  6^ 


•*•••• 


19   6  fi 
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CONGREGATIONS. 


Oakshaw  Street, 

South,   . 

St.  George's, 
Pollokshaws — East, 

West,    , 
Renfrew,    . 


Brought  forward. 


CIoseburD, 
Durrisdeer, 
Gleucaim, 
Peopout,    > 

Do.       West, 
Saoquhar,  . 
Waolockhead, 


Abemethj, 
Amgask,  . 
Collace, 
Dam  barney, 
Errol, 

Forgandenny, 
Rinfauns,  • 
Logiealmond, 
MethTen,  . 
Perth — ^Enoz*B, 

Middle,  . 

St.  Leonard's 

St.  Stephen'n, 

West,    . 
Pitcaimgreen, 
Scone, 
Stanley,    . 


Afihkirk, 

Bowden, 

Galashiels, 

Lad  hope, 

Lauder, 

Melrose, 

Selkirk, 

SL  Boeweirs, 

Stow, 

Yarrow, 


Totals, 


Penpont. 


Totals, 


Perth. 


ToUls, 


Selkirk. 


Totals, 


Amoant 
Subscribed. 


£  «.  d. 
50  16  . 


616  . 
14  16 


680  10 


6  . 
2  2 


65  8 

9  5 

73  4 


144  19  . 


16  .  . 

10  .  . 

10  6  6 

28  7  6 

8  .  . 


6 


30  . 
10  . 

6  .  . 

21  7  . 

205  16  6 

132  16  . 

100  .  . 

433  16  . 

160  .  . 

10  .  . 

30  .  . 


Amoimt  Paid. 


1211  8 


20  . 
400  . 
79  . 
3  10 


147*".      . 
16    .      . 

i»  19     . 

686    9     . 

£  8,    d. 
19  6  6 


118  . 
14  15 


152  1  6 


1  .   . 

2  2  . 


14  .   . 

6  4  . 

67  16  8 


91  2  3 


8  4  . 


6  . 
6  . 

6  : 


9  2  . 

116  16  6 

32  16  . 


104 

• 

4 

6 

•  •  •  •« 

2 

»  B 

• 

• 

6 

• 

• 

290 

3 

B 

«••  9 

*9 
•  8 

836  4  . 

18  16  . 

2  .  . 

B   •  BB  B 

89  8  2 


12  1  . 

407  8  2 


^r 
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XllIII. 


CONORBOATIONS. 


Shetland. 


ConDiDgBbargh, 

Delting,    . 

DonroflflnesBi 

Fetlar, 

Lerwick, 

Unit, 

WaUs, 

Weisdale, 

yeu,. 


Totals, 


Bracadale, 
CariniBh,  • 
DairimBQ, . 
HarriB, 
Kilmnir,  . 
North  UiBt, 
Portree,  . 
Raasajy  . 
Sleat, 

Snizort,  • 
South  Uiflt, 
Strath, .  • 
Tarbert,    • 


Skye  and  Uist 


ToUIb, 


St*  Andrews* 


AoBtruther, 
Cambee,    . 
Crail, 
Elie. . 


Fenyport-on-Craig, 

liMgO, 

LeucharB,  . 
Newport,  • 
St.  AndrewB,     . 
St.  Monanoe,     • 
StrathkiunesB,  • 


Totals, 


Alloa— East, 

West,    . 
AlTa, 

Bannockbam, 
CambuBbarron, 
Clackmannan, 
Dennjy 
Dollar,      . 
Dnnipaoe, . 


Stirling. 


Carry  forward, 


Amoont 
Subscribed. 


AmoQBt  Paid 


£    «.  d. 

6    .  . 

.    18  3 

2    6  . 


6    .      . 


13    8    8 


10 

6 

10 


16 

6 
25 

6 

8  16 
16 
60 


148  16 


62 

2  6 

20  11  6 

10 

•   . 

12 

2  . 

77 

6  . 

6  10  . 

86 

•   • 

168 

•   • 

246 

6  . 

60 

•     • 

10 

•     • 

748  17    . 


20  . 
80  . 
26  . 
80  14 
9  . 
10  . 
40  15 

so"*. 

196    9 


2  .    . 

.  18  i 


618  i 


2  .  . 
1  .  . 
213  . 


7  .  . 

•••  •«« 
•••••• 

4  .  . 

610  . 

60  .  . 


72  1^ 


HIS  6 
210  . 


28  15  . 

73  .  • 

106  16  . 

60  .  . 

2  8  . 


298  11   . 


16  9  ^ 
.«••■• 

aoH  . 


18   7 
•••••• 

28   I 

82  11  ^ 
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CONOREOATIONB. 


Larbert,     • 

St  NiniAn*B,     . 

Stirliog — Craigs, 

North,    . 

Soaih,    . 

West,    . 
Tullibody, 


Brought  forward, 


Totids, 


Stranraer. 


Cairoryui, 

GleDluoe,  . 

Inch, 
j  Rirkcolm, . 
'  Kirkm&ideD, 
I  Leswalt,    • 
I  Newlace,    . 

Portpatrick, 
,  ijheuchan, . 
j  Stoneykirk, 
I  Stranraer, . 


Totals, 


Strathbogie. 


Bellie, 
Botriphxu«, 
CairDie,     • 
Gartly,      . 
Gla«8,         .        . 
Grange, 
Hnntly,     . 
Keith,        .        . 
New  Marnoch,  . 
Rothiemay, 


Totttls, 


Croick, 

E^dertoD,  . 

Feam, 

^▼eigordon, 

Kihnnir-Easter, 

Kincardine, 

Logie-Easter,    , 

Tain,      '  . 
TarUt,      . 


Totals. 


Amount 
Bubscribed. 


£  «.  d, 

195  9  . 

26  .  . 

28  .  . 

20  .  . 

644  16  . 

170  14  . 


2    8 


981    6 


7  10 
116    . 
3    6 


118    6  2 

82  10  . 

26    .  . 

40  16  6 

28    .  . 

10    .  . 

182    2  6 


662  11    2 


67     6 
6    , 


6  .  . 
16  11  6 
88  . 
80  1 
68  8 
12    7 


6 
6 


6 


217  14     . 


14  17 
80    . 
76    . 


6 


40  . 

66  . 

80  . 

40  , 

108  18    6 

190  . 

82  . 

676  11 


Amount  Paid. 


£ 

s,    d. 

82 

11    6 

•  •  •  • 

7 

•  • 

6  11 

10 

8     . 

88 

•••  • 
•••  • 

7     . 

•  • 

•  • 

.    18 


184  10    6 


7  10 
17    . 

8  6 


24  4  8 

26  .  6 

10  .  . 

22  2  7 

6  10  . 
••• ••■ 

49  12  . 


166    6    9 


6    .      . 

r8"'8  10 


10    6    . 
12    7    6 


48    1    4 


2  19  6 
10  6  . 
18    2     . 


■  ••  •< 

16 

• 

7 

6 

7 

• 

• 

68 

••«  •< 

•••  ti 

• 

7 

f 

2 

107 

1 

2 
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xxxur. 


CONQREOATION& 


Altnaharra, 
Dtmiess,  . 
EdrachiUui, 
Farr, 

Kinloclibervie, 
Melneis,    • 
Stratby,     . 
Tongue,    • 


AochterlesB, 
Dramblade, 
ForgleDi     . 
Foreue,     . 
Fyvie, 
Qamrie, 
Macdaff,    . 
MoDtqubitter, 
Tnrri^      . 


Toiis^€« 


Totals, 


Ttmiff. 


Totals, 


Newton- Stewart 

Do. 
Port-WiUiam, 
Sorbie, 
Whithorn, . 
Whithorn,  Isle  of, 
Wigtown,  .        • 


Wigtown. 
Princes  Street,    . 


Totals, 


Amoant 
Babscribed. 


£  8.   d. 

20  ,      . 

82  .      . 

33  13     . 


30    . 

4  10 
81  14 

5  14 


207  11 


1  10 


Amoant  Paid. 


5 
6 


8 


11     2     6 

6    7    8; 

26  18    6  > 


55  14    4 


31  . 
11  10 
2  15 
78  12 
20  10 
36  17 
60    2 

236    7 


6 
6 


£    I.  ^ 


10 
6 


410 

16   6 

6  14 


42  10 


6   .     8 


4    8   6 

6    7    8 

15  10    . 


31    6  10 


17   .    . 

3  2  6 
•••••• 

20   9  t 

4  10  . 
15  11  « 


60  15  6 
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ABSTRACT. 


PRBSBYTERIEa 


Aberdeen, . 

Aberloor,  . 

Abernethy, 

Abertarff,  . 

Alfordi 

Arbroatb,  . 

Ancbterarder,    . 

Ayr, . 

Biggar  and  Peebles, 

Breadalbane, 

Brecbin,    . 
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184 
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FBE8BTTERIE8. 


Broaght  forward, 
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Linlithgow, 

Lochcarron, 

Lockerbie, 
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Meigle, 
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20 

6 

18 

1 
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60 
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No.  XXXIV. 


Jfrtje  €}^nxtlg  at  Stntlantr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON  THB 


JUDICIAL  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  CHURCH, 


MAY    1880. 


The  Committee,  in  view  of  existing  circumstances  in  the  Church, 
recommend  that  the  consideration  of  any  change  in  the  manner  of 
discharging  judicial  functions  be  still  postponed  in  the  meantime,  and 
that  the  Committee  be  re-appointed  with  its  previous  instructions. 

H.  WELLWOOD-MONCREIFF, 
Convener, 


U 


No.  XZZV. 


ixn  €\nxt^  ai  Srntlantr, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


PBOCLAMATION   OF  BANNS. 


MAY    1880. 


Further  experience  of  the  operation  of  the  Marriage  Notice  (Scotland) 
Act  has  confirmed  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  in  their 
Beport  to  last  General  Assembly  as  to  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
provisions  of  that  Act,  for  securing  by  a  Registrar  publication  of  an 
intention  of  marriage;  for  the  lodging  and  disposing  of  objections  to 
intended  marriages;  for  the  punishment  of  Registrars  who  shall  issue 
certificates  of  due  publication  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act ;  and  for  the  punishment  of  any  person  who  shall 
knowingly  or  wilfully  make  or  sign  false  declarations,  etc« 

As  this  new  system  of  publication  is  so  well  fitted  to  prevent  clan- 
destine marriages,  the  Committee  regret  that  it  has  not  been  made 
compulsory.  The  permission  given  in  the  Act  to  make  use  of  the  system 
of  Proclamation  of  Banns  in  Established  Churches,  in  lieu  of  this  new 
system  of  publication  by  the  Registrar,  largely  neutralises  the  benefits 
of  a  moral  kind  that  would  otherwise  have  been  derived  from  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  Had  the  officials  of  the  Established  Church  been 
put  under  the  same  statutory  regulations  as  the  Registrars — (1.)  As 
regards  the  mode  of  publication,  viz.,  by  means  of  a  notice  put  up  for 
seven  consecutive  days  in  a  conspicuous  and  accessible  place  on  the 
door  or  outer  wall  of  their  offices;  (2.)  as  regards  the  receiving 
and  disposal  in  a  competent  Court  of  law  of  objections  to  intended 
Diarriages ;  and  (3.)  as  regards  the  penalty  in  the  event  of  failure  to  do 
their  duty,  the  alternative  system  might  possibly  have  been  tolerated, 
although  even  then  it  would  have  been  unwise  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  State  to  employ  two  sets  of  officials  to  do  the  same  work. 

When,  however,  as  stated  in  the  Report  of  last  year,  '*  the  officials  of 
the  Established  Church  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  regulations  they 
please  as  to  the  Proclamation  of  Banns,  to  hurry  over  the  so-called  pro- 
clamation on  a  single  Sabbath,  in  an  empty  church,  or  even  in  the 
churchyard,  and  to  issue  their  certificates  without  any  reference  to  the 
disposal  of  objections  in  a  Court  of  law,  it  is  plain  that  the  permission  to 
substitute  Proclamation  of  Banns  for  publication  by  the  Registrar  can 
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only  have  the  efifect  of  providing  facilitieB  for  contracting  illegal  ud 
improper  marriages,  sucb  as  would  not  exist  were  publication  bj  the 
Registrar  made  imperative  on  all  who  have  a  purpose  of  marriage." 

The  Committee,  therefore,  in  the  interests  of  public  order  isJ 
morality,  again  recommend  the  Oeneral  Assembly  to  tiuce  whaterer  steps 
may  be  competent  for  securing  by  future  legislation,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
State,  that  publication  by  the  Registrar  of  an  intention  of  mairiige 
shall  be  compulsory;  it  being  always  understood  that  the  ilkiest 
Churches  be  free,  as  they  now  are  and  have  always  been,  to  make  ibt- 
ever  additional  arrangements  they  may  deem  necessary  for  thdi  owq 
members  and  adherents. 

As  it  is  also  in  the  interest  of  public  morality  that  no  pecuniaiybinki 
stand  in  the  way  of  regular  marriage  on  the  part  of  the  poorMt  in  ibe 
land,  the  Committee,  while  grateful  for  the  important  reduction  in  tk 
fees  for  publication  secured  by  the  recent  Act,  recommend  that  in  k\m 
legislation  all  charges  for  publication  by  the  Registrar  be,  according 
to  the  analogy  of  registration  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  entirely 
abolished. 

Further,  in  view  of  the  inconveniences  that  have  arisen  in  cases  wbere 
one  of  the  persons  intending  to  be  married  in  Scotland  has  not  preTiooslj 
resided  in  Scotland,  the  Committee  recommend  that  special  provision  be 
made  to  meet  such  cases.  The  first  and  third  of  the  Amendments  not 
suggested  may  be  the  more  confidently  expected  from  the  new  Psrlia- 
ment,  inasmuch  as  they  only  involve  the  restoration  of  the  MiirriigE 
Notice  ^cotland)  Act  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  originally  iDtrodod 
to  the  House  of  Commons  by  its  author,  Dr.  Cameron,  M.P.,  and  Id 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  vote  of  the  whole  Liberal  party. 

ROBERT  HOWIE,  Oon^' 


No.  ZZZVI. 


^xtt  €\inxt\(  oi  Scatlun'ii. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


CHURCH  AND  STATE  IN  SCOTLAND. 


MAY    18  80. 


Thi  principles  and  aims  of  the  Charoh  ought  to  be  independent  of 
political  changes :  but  these  changes  often  exert  a  material  influence  on 
the  circumstances  in  connection  with  which  she  has  to  maintain  and 
pursue  them«  In  this  yiew,  the  result  of  the  recent  General  Election 
cannot  be  left  out  of  account.  It  has  had  the  effect  of  displacing  from 
power  a  government  and  a  party  whose  declared  policy  was  to  maintain 
uid  strengthen  the  existing  Establishment,  and  which  legislated  in 
ecclesiastical  matters  with  no  regard  to  claims  or  interests  outside  of  it. 
And  it  has  brought  into  political  power  a  party  whose  professed  principles 
require  them  to  have  respect,  in  reference  to  questions  like  these,  to  justice, 
and  to  the  prevailing  mind  of  the  community.  A  new  state  of  things 
luts  thus  been  created,  and  a  new  course  of  things  may  be  expected  to 
mn.  In  this  position  of  affairs,  plVlddentially  brought  about,  the  Church 
ought  to  make  conscientious  use  of  any  increased  encouragement,  and  of 
%ny  additional  facilities  which  it  presents,  in  reference  to  the  objects  she 
Itas  fixed  on  as  proper  to  be  pursued. 

Another  consideration  has  here  to  be  kept  in  view.  Even  before  the 
l&te  election  an  important  change  was  quietly  accomplished.  Some  time 
^0  projects  were  rife  for  settling  ecclesiastical  matters  in  Scotland  other- 
wise than  by  Disestablishment.  These  projects  turned  on  the  idea  that 
the  existing  Establishment  might  be  made  the  basis  of  a  Presbyterian 
union : — that  motives  could  be  held  out  to  the  Scottish  disestablished  Pres- 
byterian bodies,  and  especially  to  the  Free  Church,  which  would  attract 
them  wholly  or  partly  to  the  Established  Church ;  and  that,  in  this  way,  a 
numerical  strength  might  accrue  to  the  latter,  which  would  remove  or 
^uage  its  political  difficulties.  These  projects,  for  a  time,  could  be  pre- 
sented as  practical  alternatives.  But  their  futility  became  apparent  by 
the  mere  process  of  publication  and  discussion.  They  have  gradually 
<iea8ed  to  be  heard  of.  The  result  is,  that  the  ecclesiastical  question  in 
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Scotland,  with  all  its  peenliar  features,  its  aDomalies,  and  its  grienoco^ 
stands  out  in  perfect  simplicity.     No  solution  bnt  disestablislimeBt  is  ma 
proposed.     This  resuU  had  practically  been  attained  before  the  late  eleetKic 
Combined  with  the  result  of  that  election  it  assumes  a  character  of  pai 
importance. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  pmnt  now  to  be  urged  a  ik 
Church  and  on  its  members  is  the  importance  of  this  question  beiigliniigiit 
to  an  issue  without  undue  delay.     Hitherto,  to  a  large  extent,  n  have 
been  content  to  regard  the  termination  of  the  existing  connecti<»Wfcfcen 
Church  and  State,  and  to  present  it,  as  a  thing  that  ought  to  be,  adtbt 
must  come  to  pass  at  some  indefinite  period  if  justice  were  done.  Tbt 
seemed  enough  for  explaining  our  own  position  and  for  guiding  the  vim 
of  our  people.     Circumstances  did  not  suggest  that  much  could  diiectljU 
done  to  give  legislative  effect  to  our  views,  and  Uie  Intimate  areraoi  d 
the  Church  to  be  mixed  up  with  political  movements  disposed  ber  to  Vt 
content  with  little  more  than  the  bare  announcement  of  her  viem.  But 
there  is  manifestly  another  side  to  the  question ;  and  the  time  hu  come, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  when  that  must  be  looked  at  The 
practical  evils  of  tiie  state  of  things  now  existing  are  very  great,  tad  aome 
of  them  are  irritating  and  acute.     The  benefits,  social,  ecdesiastieal)  a&d 
religious,  which  a  more  natural  and  righteous  arrangement  would  tend  to 
produce,  are  postponed  from  year  to  year,  and  from  generation  to  genentioB. 
We  are  therefore  called  upon,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  do  justice,  Dotoolf 
to  theoretical  rights  and  claims,  but  to  practical  and  pressisg  istcn^ 
In  practical  matters  there  are  duties  of  tiie  day  which  must  be  peiloned 
at  once,  and  if  we  fail  to  improve  the  opportunities  we  possess,  tkoKW^ 
come  after  us  may  reproach  us  with  having  handed  over  to  them  dial' 
ties  and  entanglements,  far  harder  to  deal  with,  which  timely  eonnp  i^ 
activity  on  our  part  might  have  averted.     It  is  true,  certainly,  tbt  i^  ^ 
not  given  to  us  to  secure  results ;  we  are  to  maintain  what  we  havekm^ 
to  be  true  and  right,  whether  effect  is  likely  to  be  given  to  it  oraoi  Bot 
it  is  also  true  that  mere  testimony,  without  effort,  timely  and  v^ 
effort,  is  unworthy  and  illusory. 

The  continuance  of  the  present  Establishment  in  Scotland  baa  kecQi 
to  say  the  least,  questionable  ever  since  1843,  and  since  the  proeeediBp 
connected  with  the  Patronage  Act  it  kfts  become  one  of  the  praetictl  ques- 
tions  of  the  day.     That  is  the  declared  view  of  the  leaders  of  the  partj 
now  in  power ;  but  it  is  also,  as  your  Committee  believe,  the  view  of 
thoughtful  men  of  all  parties.     The  question  is  now  before  the  peojiie  of 
Scotland  for  their  decision ;  and  whatever  the  steps  may  be  irtiA  va^ 
precede  a  legislative  settlement  of  it,  your  Committee  consider  thit  >t  i^ 
high  time  for  the  Free  Church  to  place  before  Parliament,  as  wAltaycn 
the  country,  what  she  claims  ana  desires.     In  doing  so,  your  CoflUDitt^ 
think  that  she  ought  to  do  full  justice  to  her  own  histori(»l  pontios,  tfw 
should  take  means  to  animate  her  own  members  with  a  sense  <>f  ^^^|^^ 
owe  to  the  present  position  of  their  Church,  and  to  the  future  of  Sootti^ 
Presbyterianism. 

KOBBRT  BAINI, 


No.  XXXVII. 


^xtt  Cl^ttrt^  ai  Stnllantr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


GENERAL  PRESBYTERIAN   COUNCIL 


MAY    1880. 


The  Commission  in  November  sanctioned  the  following  list  of  delegates 
to  the  Council  which  i«  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  23d  September 
next. 

The  Moderator  of  1880,  Principal  Rainy,  Dr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Main,  Dr. 
Adam,  Dr.  Sommerville,  Professor  Blaikie,  Professor  Bruce,  Professor 
Binnie,*  Dr.  Kennedy,* .  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Mr.  Robert  Howie, 
Ministers;  and  the  Earl  of  Kin  tore,*  F.  Brown  Douglas,  Esq.,  David 
Maclagan,  Esq.,  Professor  Grainger  Stewart,*  Mr.  James  Sime,  Provost 
Swao,  Dr.  Murray  Mitchell,  J.  C.  White,  Esq.,  J.  B.  Miller,*  Esq.,  and 
William  Henderson,  Esq.,  Elders, 

Those  to  whose  names  an  asterisk  is  added  have  signified  their 
inability  to  attend,  and  Dr.  Main  being  Moderator,  a  sixth  vacancy  arises. 
The  Committee  recommend  the  names  of  Dr,  Goold  and  Mr.  Alexander 
M'Kenzie,  Ministers;  and  A  E.  Stuart  Gray,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  George 
Smithy  Elders;  and  further  suggest  that  the  Committee  be  reappointed, 
and  authorised  to  fill  up  the  other  vacancies,  or  any  new  vacancies  that 
maj  occur. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  steam- 
boat and  railway  fare  to  Philadelphia  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
delegates,  and  that  they  be  authorised  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
raising  such  a  fund.  Several  of  the  delegates  have  intimated  their 
intention  to  go  at  their  own  expense,  and  the  American  Committee  are 
to  provide  steamboat  and  railway  ticket  for  three  members  asked  to 
prepare  Papers  for  the  Meeting. 

W.  G.  BLAIKIE, 
Convener, 
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No.  xxxvin. 


ixtt  €^nxc\i  0f  Srnllantr. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


HYMNAL    COMMITTEE. 


MAY  1880. 


The  Hymnal  CommiUee  respeetfolly  sabmit  to  the  General  Assembly 
•he  report  of  their  labours  during  the  past  year  under  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  work. 

I. — BeTision  and  enlargement  of  the  present 

Hymn  Book. 

The  Committee  have  now  completed  the  task  of  revising  and  enlarging 
the  present  Hymnal,  entrusted  to  them  by  the  Assembly  of  1878,  and 
present  the  result  of  their  labours  in  the  form  of  a  Draft  Hymnal. 

1.  In  their  work   they  have  been  guided  by  the  ^'Instructions  of 

Assembly/'  that  the  number  of  hymns  should  be  about  three 
hundred ;  that  the  number  of  hymns  for  the  young  should  be 
about  fifty;  that  the  Paraphrases,  as  such,  should  not  be 
included;  and  that  a  selection  of  Dozologies  and  Scripture 
Sentences  should  be  appended.  They  have  been  guided,  too, 
by  the  understanding  that,  so  far  as  possible,  the  hymns 
should  be  given  in  full,  and  the  original  text  followed. 

2.  In  their  work  they  have  acted  on  the  following  principles : — 

(a.)  They  admitted  no  hymn  which  was,  in  texture,  doetrinally 
doubtful;  occasionally,  however,  where  only  a  word  or  a 
phrase  might  have  hindered  the  acceptance  of  a  hymn,  they 
have  ventured  to  suggest  a  change, 
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(6.)  They  endeayoured  to  choose  hymiifl  which,  while  expressing 
spiritual  life  ^ind  feeliBg,  had  also  some  title  to  the  name  i 
poetry. 

•(c)  They  endeavoured  to  form  a  Hymnal  suited,  chiefly,  for  ya]£t 
worship,  but  have  not  excluded  some  hymns  more  adapted  £? 
'  private  than  for  public  use. 

'{d.)  They  endeavoured,  finally,  to  meet  ever-varying  yet  perotBat 
wants,  as  distinguished  from  those  which  appeared  to  be 
merely  artificial  or  ephemeral. 

3.  (a.)  Hymns  old  and  new,  suggested  by  the  facts  of  EeveUik&isd 
by  the  relations  of  G-ed  to  the  soul,  occupy,  of  course,  tbe 
larger  part  of  the  Hymnal ;  in  this  section  the  aim  of  tlie 
Committee  has  been  to  select  the  best  hymns,  and  to  present 
a  due  proportion  in  the  number  of  hymns  on  eadi  to;»e. 
There  will  also  be  found  several  hymns  suggested  bj  tbe 
Church's  worship  and  work,  which,  the  Conunittee  hope,  viU 
meet  a  real  want,  and  prove  a  permanent  gun. 

(5.)  In  choosing  hymns  for  the  young,  the  Committee  had  no  inten- 
tion of  making  a  collection  for  use  in  Sabbath-schoolfl.   Tbej 
aimed  at  compiling  a  selection  fltted  for  use  at  Church  serrices 
for  the  young,  including  young  men  and  women,  and,  fr^ 
quently,  a  general  congregation ;  on  this  account  they  have 
.applied  a  standard  somewhat  more  severe  than  thej  wooiii 
otherwiEC  have  employed.     Besides,  believing  that)  evcnwid 
ihe  young,  appreciation  of  hymns  greatly  depends  on  tnJsas^ 
they  have  sought  rather  to  elevate  taste,  than  yield  to  pff* 
vailing  influences,   and   they  are   confident  that  the  Free 
>Ohurch  selection  for  the  young  will  stand   comparisoo  vi^ 
any  other  similar  collections  for  the  young. 

i  (c.)  It  will  be  observed  that  the  draft  Hymnal  includes  t  sd^ 
•number  of  ^he  Paraphrases.     As  this  may  appear  not  to  be  n 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Aesembly,  the  Uo* 
mittee  dosire  to  make  the  following  explanation,  (premising 
that  some  members  desired  the  insertion  of  a  larger  omnber, 
and  some  desired  the  insertion  of  none) : — 
Among  the  "Paraphrases"  ten  or  a  dozen  are  found  «  » 
majority    of    Hymnals    throughout    the    Church    C»tbolic 
The  absence  of  these  hymns  would  stamp  the  Free  Cburch 
Hymnal  as  imperfect,  and  would  be  regretted  by  very  m«J 
even   in    Scotland,   where   the   provincial  reason  for  so^o 
absence  is  known.     But  the  Committee    believe  that  the 
Church  desires  the  new  Hymnal,  free  from  local  pcculianb« 
to  be  as  well  fitted  for  general  Presbyterian  use  as  poffii^ 
for  use  at  special  services,  for  use  at  foreign  statioDS,  for  ^ 
at  colonial  and  mission  stations, — where  the  **  Paraphrase 
as  such,  are  unknown  to  most  of  the  worshippeis— forj' 
conceivably,  by  other  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Ciuri 
The  Committee  believe,  further,  that  the  Church  desires  tte 
new  Hymnal,  apart  from  any  question  of  wse,  to  bo  compl*^ 
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in  evtry  respect,  able  to  assert  its  place  among  the  best 
Hymnals  of  the  time.  But  neither  of  these  objects  will  be 
attained  if  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  best  hymns  be  omitted,  while 
their  insertion,  meeting  the  wishes  of  very  many,  would  be  a 
grievance  to  none ;  the  Committee,  therefore,  respectfully,  and 
earnestly,  urge  the  Assembly  to  sanction  the  inclusion  ef  the 
thirteen  "Paraphrases"  printed  la  the  "Draft  Hymnal," 
and  they  call  attention  to-  the  consensus  of  approval  by 
which  these  hymns  arc  supported. 

(J.)  The  Doxologies  call  for  no  special  remark ;  but  regarding  the 
Scripture  Sentences  the  Committee  wish  to  state  that,  in  mak- 
ing this  selection,  their  object  was  tO'  give  variety,  interest,, 
and  solemnity  to  public  worship,  and  not  to  provide  work 
for  choirs  either  in  church  or  in  classes ;  and  as  the  music 
adapted  to  the  "Sentences"  will  generally  be  simple  and 
melodious,  the  Committee  trust  their  object  will  be  attained, 
and  that  the  "  Sentences"  will  be  sung  as  easily  and  generally 
as  the  hymns ;  more  easily  indeed  than  some  hymns. 

4.  Regarding  the   Committee^s  method   of  procedure,,  the  following 
information  may  be  interesting : — 

(a.)  In  selecting  hymns,  the  rule  semper^  ubiquty  db  omnibus  is  a  safe 
guide,  and  the  Committee  sought,  in  the  first  place,  to  ascertain 
Presbyterian  and  Catholic  Consensus  from  representative 
Hymnals;  remembering,  however,  that  the  mere  number  of 
votes  has  to  be  checked  by  other  considerations ;  because  the 
character  or  worship  of  a  Church,  and  even  private  reasons, 
may  give  currency  to  some  hymns  in  the  hymnal  of  one 
Church,  while  thev  may  not  be  found  in  any  other ;  because 
many  hymns  which  are  found  in  several  hymnals  bear 
unmistakaUe  marks  of  growing  obsolete ;  and  because,  finally, 
a  curious  history  might  be  written  of  hymns  hidden  in  nooks 
for  years,  or,  perhaps,  ages,  which  having  come  to  light  promise 
to  be  real  accessions  to  the  Church's  devotional  treasures. 

(h.)  The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  saying  that,  while  it  was  impos- 
sible to  print  every  hymn  in  full,  yet  in  no  case  has  a  hymn 
been  abridged  for  merely  external  reasons,  such  as  the  size 
of  a  page,  etc.,  and  they  have  endeavoured  both  to  ehoose 
the  best  verses  from  and  maintain  the  symmetry  of  each  hymn 
which  is  not  given  in  extenso. 
The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  saying,  also,  that  they  believe 
no  other  Hymnal  for  public  worship  presents  a  text  which 
follows  the  original  so  closely.  They  have  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  the  original  of  every  hymn,  and  have  generally  fol- 
lowed it,  because  in  their  judgment  a  slight  change  is  enough 
to  destroy  the  point  and  beauty  of  a  poem,  and  because  the 
original,  even  where  it  is  rugged,  generally  commends  itself  in 
the  long-run,  and  vindicates  its  adoption. 
Yet  the  Committee  have  recognized  the  fact  that  some  hymns 
are  valued  not  as  they  originally  were,  but  as  they  have  be- 
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come,  and  tliat,  in  such  instances,  it  would  be  irreyerent  to 
meddle  with  words  which  had  been  sanctioned  beyond  appeal 

5.  (a.)  For  the  sake  of  conyenience,  the  hymns,  in  the  meantime,  vt 

placed  in  alphabetic  order. 

(b,)  At  the  close  of  the  draft  Hymnal  there  will  be  foand  tbe 
indices,  the  first  giring  such  informatioH  as  seemed  wpstt 
concerning  the  text,,  authors'  names,  etc.,  of  &e  hynisi  tbe 
second  being  an  index  of  subjects,  and  the  third  an  Uex  cf 
tunes.  About  the  second  the  Committee  wish  to  stale  dot  ^7 
do  not  submit  this  index  as  an  exhaustiye  catalogQe  of  the 
hymns  under  every  imaginable  aspect,  but  rather  is  a 
orderly  exhibition  of  the  main  aepect  or  aspects  under  vlceb 
each  hymn  may  be  found,  and  familiarity  with  such  id  inda 
will  soon  render  it  ea^y  to  find  an  appropriate  hynn  for  uj 
subject 

(e.)  In  some  respects  the  draft  Hymnal  is  not  quite  complete,  e.;.  afev 
minor  details  regarding  the  text,  chiefly  of  American  hjmiis, 
require  to  be  settled.  Dates  have  not  been  affixed  te  tlie 
hymns,,  because  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  asoertsm  thea 
within  the  time  meanwhile  available.  The  punctostion  hy 
to  undergo  nunute  revision. 

6.  The  following  Hymns  in  the  present  Hymnal  have  been  omitted  - 

1.  I  will  praise  thee  every  day. 

2.  Jesus  invites  his  saints. 

3.  Not  to  the  mount  that  burned  with  fire. 

4.  Now,  gracious  Lord,  thine  arm  reveal. 

5.  We  give  immortal  praise. 

6.  Who  is  this  that  eomes  from  Edom. 

Finally,  the  Committee  beg  indulgent  and  careful  consideratioD  of  their 
work.  It  is  impossible  to  please  every  one,  but  they  refer  to  the  6zlubiti('& 
of  Consensus  in  proof  that  the  Free  Church  Hymnal  fairly  repreaeoU  the 
judgment  of  the  Church  Catholic,  as  they  hope  it  will  meet  the  wants  of 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  Collection  has  been  carefully  considered  in  many  meetings  of  C<nB' 
mittee  largely  attended  both  by  ministers  and  by  elders.  The  discnssioB^ 
indicated  that  the  new  Hymnal  is  awakening  very  general  interest ;  and,  a 
many  instances,  showed  a  gratifying  measure  of  agreement  in  opmif'O* 
although  there  has  been  considerable  difference  of  opinion  evoked  la 
regard  to  individual  hymns,  and,  in  several  cases,  hymns  have  fonn^  * 
place  in  the  Draft  Hymnal  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a  minoritj  oft^ 
Committee. 

IL^Music  for  the  new  HyxmiaL 

The  Committee  have  made  considerable  progress  in  the  mosical  deptf^ 
ment  of  the  work  connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  new  Hymnal.  ^ 
sub-Committee  of  their  number,  consisting  of  members  deemed  special'? 
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eompetent  for  tbe  task,  have  been  earnestly  engaged  in  selecting  tnnes 
for  ^e  hymns,  doxologies,  etc.  The  result  of  their  labours,  modified  by 
so^estions  from  members  of  the  General  Committee,  will  be  foand 
m<&oated  in  index  third  at  the  end  of  the  draft  collection  now  submitted  to 
the  Assembly.  The  selection  has  been  made,  chiefly,  on  the  following 
principles : — 

1.  To  use  popular  tunes  for  more  than  one  hymn. 

2.  When  the  proper  tune  for  a  hymn  is  difficult,  to  give  with  it  another 

simpler,  especially  in  the  case  of  hymns  likely  to  be  much  used. 

8.  When  it  is  doubtful  what  is  the  proper  tune  for  a  hymn,  to  give 
a  choice,  especially  in  case  of  pc^ular  hjmns. 

4.  To  introduce  all  the   pleasing  tunes  in  the  collection  of  hymn 

tunes  now  in  use  in  our  Church. 

5.  To  avoid  using  too  many  distinctively  psalm  tunes,  these  being 

already  amply  used  in  the  singing  of  psalms  in  the  Church. 

6.  To  have  a  due  mixture  of  old  and  modem  tunes,  taking  care  to 

avoid  giving  to  the  book  a  one-sided  character  in  any  direction. 

7.  To  adopt  good  adaptations  found  in  other  (especially  Presby- 

terian) Hymnals. 

8.  To  bear   in  mind    diversity  in  the  attainments  and  tastes  of 

congregations. 

It  is  believed  that  these  principles  will  commend  themselves  to  the  judg- 
ment of  intelligent  persons.  It  is  easier,  however,  to  enunciate  sound 
principles  than  to  apply  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  and  none  of  the  above 
is  more  difficult  of  application  than  the  last,  and  there  is  no  one  in  connec- 
tion with  which  the  work  of  the  musical  Sub-Committee  is  more  likely  to  en- 
counter criticism.  The  tastes  and  attainments  of  men  are  so  different,  and 
they  are  so  apt  to  make  these  the  exclusive  test  of  what  is  fitting.  Some 
are  fond  of  tunes  of  a  high  class  with  difficult  or  refined  harmonies  ;  others 
would  like  to  see  only  tunes  of  the  simplest  character,  with  the  most 
elementary  harmonic  arrangements;  some  affect  the  severely  syllabic, 
others  the  florid  style ;  some  insist  that  the  rhythm  of  tunes  shall  in  no 
case  depart  from  the  regular  rhythmical  law  of  the  poetry  to  which  they 
are  wedded  {e.g,,  in  Iambic  measure,  that  the  second  syllable  in  the  line 
shall  be  accented — *'  Sun  of  my  soul"  sung,  SiSn  of  my  soul) ;  others  deem 
such  occasional  deviation  not  only  permissible  but  elegant  The  musical 
Sub-Committee  have  respectfully  to  say  that  they  have  tried  to  keep  their 
own  minds  free  from  the  influence  of  one-sided  bias,  or  pet  crotchets  and 
theories ;  and  have  done  their  best  to  make  the  collection  of  tunes  as 
comprehensive  and  catholic  as  possible,  and  useful  and  acceptable  to 
the  greatest  possible  number. 

With  regard  to  the  fourth  of  the  above  enumerated  principles,  the 
Committee  wish  to  explain  that  in  some  of  the  tunes  in  the  collection  of 
hymn  tunes  now  in  use,  a  certain  liberty  has  been  taken  with  the  melody. 
As  such  changes  in  the  current  forms  of  melodies  are  inconvenient,  and 
have  been  generally  disapproved,  it  is  proposed  that  in  all  cases  of  the 
kind  the  melodies  shall  be  restored  to  the  form  generally  known  and 
found  in  other  books. 
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Musical  Adviser. — A  yery  important  part  of  tke  Cominitiee*s  duty  io 
the  masioal  department  has  been  the  determination  of  the  question  who 
should  be  employed  as  the  professional  adviser  of  the  Committee.     Tbe 
Assembly  of  1878,  in  appointing  the  Committee,  empowered  it  to  avail  itsdf 
of  such  professional  assistance  as  they  might  deem  expedient     Tlie 
Committee  have  been  fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  resting  on  them  a 
the  exercise  of  this  power,  and  they  have  accordingly  taken  all  pains  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  as  should  best  promote  Uie  great  practical  a^ 
which  the  compilation  of  a  hymnal  is  intended  to  subserve.      The?  bn 
taken  the  best  advice  they  could  get,  and  proceeded  with  due  delibentkA 
and  caution,  and  they  believe  they  have  been  well  guided  m  this  impoitaat 
matter.     They  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  they  have  secared  ^ 
valuable  services  of  Edward  J.  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Organist  to  the  Hoooor- 
able  Societies  of  the  Inner  and  Middle  Temple,  London,  a  gentleman  held 
in  high  esteem  for  his  professional  abilities  and  personal  worth,  and  vhoK 
experience  as  a  teacher,  author,  composer,  and  musical  editor  of  suehworb 
as  the  one  this  Church  has  in  hand,  is  an  ample  guarantee  for  the  qoilitj 
of  the  harmonic  arrangements  he  has  undertaken  to  furnish.    Mr.  Hopkins 
has  been  made  fully  aware  of  the  requirements  of  our  Chureh,  as  one  in 
which  a  purely  vocal  praise  is  offered,  and  he  is  desirous  to  meet  oor 
wishes  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Harmonies, — ^The  Committee  desire  to  explain  as  far  as  can  be  done  in 
general  terms  the  principles  which  will  be  observed  in  the  preparation  of 
harmonies. 

1.  Tunes  of  recent  origin  to  be  printed  as  their  authors  wrote  them,  u 
is  done  in  nearly  all  collections.     Ijiis  rule  must  often  be  complied  with. 
as  it  is  in  many  instances  the  condition  on  which  permission  to  use  tnsej 
is  given.     It  is  besides  in  itself  a  good  rule.     It  is  moreover  a  ruk  » 
generally  followed  that  departure  from  it  would  lead  to  confusionrandgire 
annoyance  to  those  who  know  the  tunes  in  their  original  form*    Depsrtore 
from  this  rule  in  the  present  collection  in  some  instances,  as  in  the  case  d 
Eventide^  has  led  to  the  tunes  not  being  used  at  all.    It  is  posable  thit 
men  with  peculiar  views  as  to  harmony  might  think  that    they  could 
improve  many  of  those  tunes  by  alterations.     But,  besides  that  this  is 
matter  of  opinion,  even  if  such  persons  were  right,  we  cannot  afford  as  a 
Church  to  have  musical  theories  of  our  own.     We  are  only  a  fragment  of 
the  religious  world,  and  must  be  content  to  regard  as  le^Umate  in 
harmony  what  all  the  rest  of  the  world  have  agreed  to  regard  as  such. 

2.  To  adopt  harmonic  arrangements  for  older  tunes  generally  recog- 
nised as  excellent,  and  actually  found  in  many  books. 

3.  Tunes  in  our  present  collection  of  Hymn  tunes,  and  much  used,  to 
be  revised  sparingly,  while  nothing  shall  be  allowed  to  remidn  which  the 
musical  adviser  deems  objectionable.  In  tunes  little  used,  or  not  used  it 
all,  revision  may  be  more  free. 

4.  In  the  preparation  of  new  Harmonics,  to  have  special  regard  ts 
the  question  whether  the  melodies  be  "  popular,"  that  is,  likely  to  have  i 
wide  range  of  use,  and  in  such  cases  specially  to  aim  at  hannonies  tbt 
can  be  sung  by  the  great  mass  of  our  congregations,  even  in  coontiy 
places. 
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5.  With  regard  to  the  tunes  to  be  taken  from  the  Scottish  Psalmody,  it 
is  somewhat  perplexing  to  know  how  to  act,  owing  to  the  circumstance 
that  two  editioBfl  of  that  well-known  book  are  in  current  use  in  the 
Church,  viz.,  the  original  edition,  and  the  revised  edition  published  in 
1873.  The  Committee  recognise  the  importance  of  avoiding  as  far  as 
possible  increase  of  existing  confusion,  and  they  will  be  guided  by 
this  general  aim,  under  the  advice  of  the  professional  skill  at  their 
command. 

Arrangen^ent  of  Words  and  Tane$  %n  the  New  Hymnal. — At  last 
General  Assembly  it  was  decided  that  the  musical  edition  of  the  New 
Hymnal  should  be  edited  on  the  Fixed  Tune  principle,  the  cut-leaved 
system  being  discontinued.  A  further  question  has  since  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee,  viz..  on  what  principle  the  hymns  should 
be  arranged  in  the  book.  The  choice  seemed  to  lie  between  the  Topical 
and  the  Metrical^  the  former  involving  the  classification  of  hymns 
iccording  to  suhjectSy  the  latter  their  classification  according  to  metre,  the 
C.  M.,  L.  M.,  S.  M.,  etc.,  all  coming  together  in  the  same  part  of  the  book. 
After  consideration,  the  Committee  agreed  to  adopt  the  latter  method, 
influenced  chiefly  by  a  representation  made  by  the  musical  Sub -Committee 
to  the  effect  that  the  adoption  of  this  method  offered  certain  musical 
idvantages  such  as  these  :  (1.)  That  it  would  save  reprints  of  tunes 
selected  as  most  suitable  for  more  than  one  hymn  (of  which  there  are  no 
less  than  eighty  in  the  "Presbyterian  Hymnal' ') ;  (2.)  That  it  would 
make  it  possible,  compatibly  with  the  retention  of  the  fixed  tune 
principle,  to  give  a  choice  of  tunes  in  not  a  few  instances,  by  printing 
hymns  of  kindred  character  opposite  one  another  in  the  same  opening,  so 
that  their  tunes  could  be  used  interchangeably,  if  any  were  inclined 
to  do  so.  The  topical  index  of  the  first  lines  of  Hymns  will  obviate 
any  inconvenience  from  the  metrical  arrangement. 

Ill,— Finance. 

The  Committee  obtained  from  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee 
a  loan  of  £300  to  enable  them  to  defray  current  expenses.  The  sum  of 
XI 50  has  been  received  from  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee  to 
account  of  the  loan.  The  Committee  have  expended  the  sum  of  £129, 
10s.  5d.,  and  have  at  present  on  hand  a  balance  of  £29,  9s.  7d. 

A.  B.  BRUCE,  ^.      Joint 

HUGH  MACMILLAN,    j  Conveners. 
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Communieat'ums  ta  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Martin,  at  the  Office  of  ike  Fund, 

yo.  49  Castle  Street,  Edinburgh, 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  TO  THE  FUKD. 

I  leave  and  beqaeatb  tbe  sam  of  poands 

(the  amount  being  written  in  words,  not  in  figures)  to  "  The  Frii  CHrRCH 
Minutbrs*  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  ;  "  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be 
paid  at  tke  first  term  of  Whitsunday  or  Martinmas  after  my  death. 


THIRTY-FOURTH- YEAR  OF   THE   FUND, 

ENDING  16th  May  1879. 


Rbport  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Church  Ministers'  Widows' 
and  Orphans'  Fund  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  the  20th  day 
of  May  1880. 

On  the  state  and  progress  of  the  Fund,  the  Trustees  have  to  report  as 
follows — ^referring  for  explanations  to  the  more  detailed  view  of  parti- 
culars contained  in  the  Lists  and  States  subjoined : — 

1.  That  during  the  year  ending  at  Whitsunday  1879,  44  Ministers 
were  admitted  to  a  pastoral  charge,  and  to  a  share  of  the  Sustentation 
Fond,  for  the  first  time. 

2.  That  20  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  died  (8  of  whom  had 
ceased  to  be  connected  with  the  Sustentation  Fund),  leaving  13  widows 
and  also  14  children  below  eighteen  years  of  age. 

3.  That  28  Ministers  were  translated,  respectively,  from  one  pastoral 
charge  to  another. 

4.  That  12  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  ceased  to  have  any  share 
of  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

5.  That  4  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  were  re-admitted  to 
pastoral  charges,  and  to  a  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

6.  That  at  Whitsunday  1879,  4  Ministers,  through  non-payment  of 
their  annual  contributions,  ceased  to  be  connected  with  the  Fund,  in  terms 
of  the  proviso  in  section  8th  of  the  Act  incorporating  the  Fund. 

7.  That  at  Whitsunday  1879,  28  pastoral  charges  were  vacant,  by 
death  or  removal  of  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund. 

8.  That  giving  effect  to  the  changes  before  specified  on  the  numbesi 
connected  with  the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1878,  as  stated  in  last  year's 
Report,  there  were  connected  with  the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1879 — 


Of  Ministers,  ....       1005 

Of  vacant  charges,      ....  28 


1033 
Of  Professors,  .  .  .12 

Of  Ministers  and  Professor  who  have  ceased 
to  have  any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund 
and  College  Fund  respectively,       .  .  95 

1140 


OorTMpondlBf  nnmben 
»t  Whltoundaj  1878. 

986 
36 


1022 
12 


94 
1128 
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9.  That  during  the  year  ending  11th  August  1879,  34  Ministen 
married  or  were  married  at  their  admission,  of  whom  28  were  under, 
and  B  ahove,  45  years  of  age. 

10.  That  daring  the  year  ending  15th  May  1879,  18  widows  and  14 
children  became  entitled  for  the  first  time  to  annnities. 

11.  That  2  widows  upon  the  Fund  died  daring  the  year  aforesaid 

12.  That  27  children  ceased  to  be  entitled  to  annuities  durag  the 
year  aforesaid,  having  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years  complete. 

13.  That  giving  effect  to  these  changes,  the  number  of  annniUnti  oi 
the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1879  was  as  under : — 

Of  Widows  entitled  to  an  annaity  of  £42,     .  149  138 

Of  Children  under  18  yearn  of  age^ 

Entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £15,         .  101  111 

Entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £22,  lOs., 
their  mother  alao  being  dead,      •  22  25 

128  138 

14.  That  at  Slst  March  1880,  when  the  accounts  for  the  bygone  jear 

were  closed,  the  accumulated  Funds  were  as  under : — 

Of  the  Widows' Scheme,  .  £199,450    0    9 

Of  the  Orphans'  Scheme,  .  56,341    9    7 

£255,791  10    4 

and  that  the  amount  was  invested  in  the  manner  and  at  the  rates  of  ii- 

terest  specified  in  the  State  of  the  Funds  hereto  appended.     The  incmM 

on  the  Accumulated  Funds  during  the  year  ending  31st  March  IS^ 

has  been  as  under  : — 

Of  the  Widows'  Scheme,  £7,783  19  10 

Of  the  Orphans' Scheme,  .  2,517    4  11 

£10,301    4    9 

As  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the  Accounts  appended,  the  foUowiif 
Legacies  and  Donations  have  been  received  this  year  in  aid  of  the  Foni 
viz. : — 

From  Girthon  and  Anwoth  Free  Church,  donation, 
„     Mrs.  Alice  Johnston  or  Howden,  legacy,  . 
„     Miss  Amelia  Halkett,  legacy, 
„     Mrs.  Craig,  Rothesay,  legacy,  less  duty,   . 

Miss  Jane  Robertson,  No.  7  North  Street,  Elgin, 
legacy,     ...... 

Dr.  Alexander  Binny  Webster,  legacy,  less  duty. 
Dr.  Fleming,  38  Manor  Place,  donation,   , 


»» 


£1 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

19  19 

0 

90 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

270 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

£632    0   0 


As  the  Church  is  aware,  the  Act  of  Parliament  by  which  the  Fand  is  iocor 
porated,  provides  that  an  investigation  of  its  affairs  shall  be  made  periodi- 
cally, not  sooner  than  seven  years,  nor  later  than  ten  years,  from  Uie  du* 
of  the  immediately  preceding  investigation,  unless  circumstances  shall  io  ^ 
opinion  of  the  Trustees  render  an  earlier  investigation  desirable,— tl< 
object  of  such  investigations  beinsr  to  ascertain  whether  the  snms  accumti- 
lated  at  the  time  with  the  value  of  the  expected  future  payments  into  the 
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Fund  be  safficient,  or  more  or  less  than  sufficient,  for  the  payment  of  the 
Annuities  charged  upon  the  Widows'  Scheme  and  Orphans'  Scheme 
respectively,  together  with  the  necessary  expenses  of  management. 

The  last  investigation  was  made  as  at  15th  May  1872,  and  resulted  in 
an  increase  of  £3  on  the  Annuity  to  Widows,  making  it  £42,  and  an 
increase  of  £2  on  the  Annuity  to  children,  making  it  £15,  and  of  £1  on 
the  additional  Annuity  payable  to  children  where  there  is  no  Widow, 
making  it  £7, 10s. 

Mr.  Wood,  the  Actuary,  has  now  completed  his  investigation  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Fund  as  at  15th  May  1879;  and  the  results  will  be  found 
fully  detailed  in  his  Report,  copies  of  which  are  submitted  to  the  Assembly 
herewith.  On  referring  to  this  Keport,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  exhibits  the 
following  general  results  : — 

1.  WIDOWS'  SCHEME. 
Amount  of  accnmulated  Funds  as  at  15th  May  1879,  .     £198,316     6    2 

Estimated    value    of  future    payments  hy   Ministeni  and 

Frofessors  into  the  Scheme, 73,704    6    0 

£272,020  11     2 
Estimated  value  of  Liabilities  in   respect  of  Annuities  of 

£42,  present  and  prospective,  payable  from  the  Scheme,      246,641  18     3 

Surplus  Fond,         £25,378  12  11 

And  the  Actuary  recommends  that  the  present  Annuity  of 
£42  shall  be  increased  by  £4^  makingl  the  Amiuity 
payable  in  future  £46,  which,  it  is  computed,  will 
absorb  of  the  above  surplus 23,489  14    0 

Leaving  still  an  unappropriated  Surplus  of        £1,888  18  11 

n.  ORPHANS'  SCHEME. 
Amount  of  Accumulated  Funds  at  15th  May  1879,  •      £56,503  10    0 

Estimated  value  of  future  payments  by  Ministers  and  Fro- 

feosors  into  the  Scheme, 29,481  14     1 


£85,985    4     1 


Estimated  value  of  Liabilities  in  respect  of  Annuities,  present 
and  prospective,  payable  from  the  Scheme  at  the 
existing  amounts, .        49,833  17     1 

Surplus  Fund,         £36,151     7     0 

And  the  Actuary  recommends  that  the  present  Annuity  of 
£15,  payable  on  the  death  of  the  Father,  shall  be 
increased  by  £9,  making  it  £24,  and  that  the  additional 
Annuity  of  £7,  10s.,  payable  when  there  is  no  Widow, 
shall  be  increased  by  £4,  10s.,  making  it  £12 ;  which 
augmentations  on  the  Annuities  will,  it  is  computed, 
absorb  of  the  above  Surplus 29,899     0     0 

Leaving  still  an  unappropriated  Surplus  of         £6,252    7     0 

In  referenoe  to  the  comparatively  large  increase  recommended  by  him 
upon  the  Children's  Annuities,  Mr.  Wood  in  his  Report  explains  that  from 
the  past  experience  of  the  Scheme,  now  extending  over  thirty -three  years, 
be  has  found  it  expedient  to  modify  his  estimates  of  the  liability  for 
children  yet  to  be  born  of  existing  marriages,  and  for  children  of  future 
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marriages,  and   that  he   is  satisfied,  in  view  of  the  demands  upon  tbe 
Scheme,  the  number  of  children  above  and  under  18  years  of  age,  ni 
the  ages  of  the  orphans  when  they  come  on  the  Scheme,  that  the  liibOifr 
under  these  two  heads  will  be  materially  less  than  he  had  formerly  aouned, 
and  that  he  has  therefore,  in  this  investigation,  considerably  redneed  t^ 
present  pecuniary  value  of  the  liability  under  these  heads. 

By  section  34  of  the  Act  it  is  provided  : — ''That  if  after  making sbj 
of  the  periodical  investigations  hereinbefore  provided  for,  it  dy  be 
reported  by  the  Actuary  that,  in  his  opinion,  an  alteration  should  beside 
upon  the  Annuities  then  payable,  the  Trustees  shall  forthwith  casse  tb 
Actuary's  Report  to  that  effect  to  be  priiited,  and  their  Convener, « in 
his  absence  any  two  of  the  Trustees,  shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof  thrtn^ 
the  Post-office  to  each  Member  of  the  said  Presbyteries  of  Edinbuih 
and  Glasgow,  with  a  circular  calling  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Membcn 
of  the  said  Presbyteries,  to  be  held  at  such  place  as  he  or  thej  naj 
appoint,   on  a  day  not  less  than  one  month,  and  not  more  than  tw" 
months  after  the  date  of  such  circular,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  tke 
said  Report ;   and   the  Members  present  at  such   Meeting,  or  at  any 
adjourned  Special  Meeting  (of  which  at  least  ten  days'  notice  aball  be 
given  by  circular,  transmitted  as  aforesaid  to  each  Member  of  the  said 
Presbyteries),  shall  have  power  to  increase  or  diminish  the  rates  of 
Annuity  according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Actuary,  or  to  do  other- 
wise as  may  appear  to  them  most  advisable  under  the  circmnstanQes." 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  section  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  Trustees  caused  copies  of  the  Actuary's  Report  to  ^ 
duly  transmitted  to  the  Members  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Edinburgh  id 
Olasgow,  with  a  circular  calling  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  said  Membm. 
to  be  held  in  the  Church  Offices  upon  the  12th  day  of  May  current,  k 
the  purpose  stated  in  the  Act ;  and  the  Trustees  have  the  pleasure  to  t^ 
that  at  the  meeting  held  accordingly,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  a^f 
the  recommendations  of  the  Actuary,  and  to  increase  the  rates  of  anw^y 
as  above  set  forth,  making  tbe  Annuities  payable  to  Widows  £46,  asdu- 
Children  £24,  with  an  additional  Annuity  of  £12  in  cases  where  ^ 
mother  is  also  dead. 

The  General  Assembly  of  last  year  was  pleased  to  renew  the  preTJoBS 
yearns  remit  "to  the  Tru3tees  in  co-operation  with  the  Foreign  MissioDi 
Committee  to  consider  as  to  the  possibility  of  admitting  to  this  Fund  all 
Ministers  of  this  Church  labouring  in  foreign  lands."     The  Trusteefl  hare 
accordingly  continued  to  give  their  attention  to  this  important  matter, 
and  they  are  now  in  a  position  to  report  some  progress  on  the  sabje^ 
In  last  year's  Report  it  was  explained  that  the  Trustees  were  still  id 
communication  with  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  and  otl^er  Cod- 
mittees  of  the  Church  interested,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  it 
is  the  desire  of  these  Committees  that  the  Ministers  and  Missionaiies  ^ 
their  service  shall  be  admitted  to  this  Fund,  and  that  no  effectual  progress 
could  be  made  until  this  information  was  obtained,  especially  from  ur 
Foreign  Missions  Committee,  whose  answer,  were  it  in  the  negative,  v<^ 
materially  affect  the  subject-matter  of  the  remit,  and  the  ooDseqix^-^ 
procedure  under  it.     Owing  to  various  causes  it  was  not  till  towards  <>' 
latter  end  of  January  last,  that  the  Trustees  had  a  definitive  answer  ^ 
the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  on  the  subje6t.    This  communication  wsi^ 
the  effect  that  the  Committee  were  desirous  (1.)  that  their  European  ordaiBe* 
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Misfiionaries  and  Medical  Missionaries  in  India,  Africa,  and  New  Hebrides 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  this  Fund,  and  (2.)  to  ascertain, 
in  view  of  this,  the  Capital  required  to  guarantee  to  the  Missionaries  the 
Annuities  payable  from  this  Fund,  and  also  the  equalising  rates  payable  in 
respect  of  them  into  the  Fond.  On  considering  this  communication,  the 
Trustees,  at  their  meeting  on  29th  January,  resolved  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  the  meeting  does  not  see  reason  to  object  to  the  admission  of  these 

Missionaries  to  the  benefits  of  this  Fund  on  equitable  terms,  so  as  to  insure 
that  the  interests  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  Fund,  as  presently  constituted, 
shall  not  be  injured  thereby. 

2.  That  Mr.  Wood,  the  Actuary  of  the  Fund,  be  instructed,  under  reference 

to  the  preceding  article,  to  make  the  necessary  investigations  and  calcula- 
tions, and  to  report  what  sum  should  be  paid  into  this  Fund  on  the 
admission  of  the  existing  Missionaries  referred  to,  and  the  annual  and 
other  rates  which  should  be  paid  into  the  Fund  in  future  in  respect  of 
them  and  succeeding  Missionaries,  having  in  view  the  extra  risk  arising 
from,  residence  in  a  tropical  climate  or  otherwise ;  with  power  to  Mr.  Wood 
to  call  for  such  information  as  he  may  require  regarding  the  family 
statistics  of  the  Missionaries  or  otherwise. 

3.  That  the  costs  of  Mr.  Wood's  investigation  and  report,  and  of  the  Act  of 

Parliament  to  follow  thereon,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Foreign  Missions 
Committee. 

4.  That  the  above  remit  to  Mr.  Wood  shall  extend  to  the  Ministers  or  Mission- 

aries labouring  abroad  in  the  service  of  the  Colonial  and  Continental 
Committees,  and  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mission  to  the  Jews,  in  so  far 
as  the  respective  committees  shall  intimate  their  desire  to  have  their 
Ministers  or  Missionaries  admitted  to  this  Fund, — the  costs,  in  so  far  as 
applicable  to  the  several  committees,  being  paid  by  them  respectively. 

An  extract  of  this  Minute  was  communicated  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Foreign  Missions  Committee  and  the  other  committees  interested,  and 
also  to  Mr.  Wood.  Thereafter,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  on  7th 
April,  Mr.  Wood  submitted  a  draft  of  his  Eeport  under  the  remit  to  him, 
in  so  far  as  regards  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee.  In  his  Report  thus 
submitted,  Mr.  Wood  based  his  calculations  on  the  existing  annuities 
payable  from  the  Fund,  and  he  was  requested  to  adapt  his  calculations  to 
the  increased  annuities  suggested  by  him  to  be  payable  in  future,  as  the 
result  of  his  periodical  investigation  of  the  Fund's  affairs  before  referred 
to.  'As  the  time,  however,  did  not  apparently  admit  of  his  overtakiug  the 
revised  calculations,  Mr.  Wood  gave  in  his  Report  based  upon  the  existing 
rates  of  annuity.  This  Report,  accordingly,  was  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  with  an  intimation  that,  for 
the  reason  just  explained,  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  an  interim  Report ;  and 
just  before  closing  the  present  Report,  the  Trustees  have  received  a  coui- 
muuication  from  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  stating  it  to  be  their 
intention,  for  reasons  referred  to  by  them,  to  crave  from  the  Assembly 
powers  to  treat  with  the  Trustees,  and,  if  thought  desirable,  to  come  to 
an  arrangement  with  them.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  Assembly 
may  think  it  right  again  to  renew  the  remit  to  the  Trustees. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  order  of  the  Trustees, 

ROBERT  GORDON,  Convener. 
Edinburgh,  I2th  May  1880. 

y.B.^A  Statement  of  Mrs.  Mackay*s  Fund  is  annexed  hereto,  p.  30. 
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ABSTEACT  OF  THE  ACCOUNTS,  Em 


M 


BBPOftT  or  THB  TftUSTXBS  Off  THB 


XXXIX. 


ABSTRACT  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Ree  OhnrdL  lIliiijiteEB'  Widpn' 

KECBIPTS. 

L— OV  AOOOUHT  OP  THB  "WXDOWB*  8QHSHB.'' 

From  the  SirarsNTATioir  Commjttee  : — 
Sums  payable  on  the  admiiwiop  of  Miniflten  to  m  pastoral 


obarge : — 

2d  half  of  £10,  payable  at  Whitauxiday  1879,  in  respect 
of  45  Miniatera,  at  £5  each, 

(One  of  these  rates  reoeived  through  the  Minister.) 

let  half  of  £10,  in  respect  of  44  Ministers  admitted  during 
the  year  to  Whitsunday  1879,  at  £6  each,  . 

Ordinary  Annual  Contribntions  dne  at  Whitsunday  1879 : — 
In  respect  of  1004  Ministers  at  £6  each,    .   £5,020     0    0 

(One  rate  dne  at  Whitsnnday  1879  was  prepaid.) 


In  respect  of  28  yacant  Congregations  at 
£5  each, 


140     0     0 


Sums  payable  on  the  Marriage  of  Ministers : — 

In  respect  of  34  Ministers  who  married,  or  were  married 
at  the  date  of  their  admission,  during  the  year  ending 
nth  August  1879:— 

28  under  45  years  of  age,  .  £140     0     0 

6  above  45  years  of  age,  1st  )ialt  of  £10,         30    0    0 

£170    0     0 
2d  half  of  £10,  in  respect  of  6  Ministers,         30    0     0 


From  the  Colliok  Committbbs  : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whitsunday  1879, 
in  respect  of  12  Professors,  £5  each,     .... 

From  Mikistsrs  and  Professor  who  have  ceased  to  hare 
any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  and  College  Fund : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contribntions  due  at  Whit- 
sunday 1879,  by  71  Ministers  and  1  Pro- 
fessor, £5  each, £360     0    0 

fieceived  on  account  of  Arrears  outstanding 

at  31st  March  1879,  from  12  Ministers,  60    0    0 

Carry  forward, 


£225   0  y 


220   0   0 


£445   0   0 


5,160  0  0 


£5,605  0  0 


200   0  0 


60   0  0 
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and  Orphan^  Fond  for  the  year  ending  3l8t  March  1880. 


PAYMENTa 
L— ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  "WIDOWS*  BCHEHB." 

ANHXTrrns  to  Widows  : — 

Dae  at  Whitennday  1879,  to  149  Widowtf^,  for  half  a  year, 
at  £21  each, 

Dae  at  Martinmas  1879,  to  158  Widows,  for  half  a  year,  at 
£21  each, 

Lets  Income-Tax,         . 


EiPKXSKS  connected  with  the  Management  of  the  Fund : — 

PrintiDg,  Advertising,  and  Stationery,    .         .      £45     2  4 

Aaditor*s  fee  for  auditing  Accounts,  year  1878-79,    26     6  0 

Treasurer's  Salary,  one  year  to  Slst  March  1880,    160     0  0 

Postages  and  Incidents,  9  13  8 


Cany  forward, 


£3,129    0    0 
3,318    0    0 


£6,447     0     0 
134    6     3 


£6,312  13    9 


231     1     0 


£6,643  14     9 
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BSFOBT  OF  THE  TKUBTKIS  OF  TH« 


xxia. 


£$fii  0  0 


£10    0 


Abstract  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Free  Churcli  Mmistets'  Widows' 

BECEIFT8. 
L-OW  AOOOUHT  OF  THB  "WIDOWS'  gCHBME "-««*«*«^- 

Brought  forwirdy 

LlOAOIZS  AKD  DOKATIOKS:^ 

From  Girthon  and  Anwoth  Free  Chnich,  per 
J.  Stark,  Eeq.,  Doaaiioii, .... 

From  the  late  Mrs.  Alice  Johnston  or  How- 
den,  per  Means.  W.  and  J.  Bamess,  W.S., 
Legacy, 

From  tibe  late  Mies  Amelia  Halkett»  per 
Memrt.  T.  and  J.  Martin,  C.A.,  Legacy,   . 

From  the  late  Mrs.  Crug,  Rotheuy,  per  T. 
W.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Legacy,  less  duty  £10,  . 

From  the  Tmstees  of  the  late  Miss  Jane 
Bobertson,  Ko.  7  Nortk  Street,  Elgin, 
per  Messrs.  Edmonds  and  Maeqaeesiy 
Advocates,  Aberdeen,  Donation, 

From  the  late  Dr.  Binny  Webster,  per  Messrs. 
W.  and  J.  Bnmess,  W.a,  Legacy,  less 
duty£30y 

From  Dr.  Fleming,  38  Manor  Place,  Donation, 


150  0  0 
19  19  0 
90     0    0 


100    0    0 


Whereof  effeiring  to  Orphans'  Scheme,  two- 
sevenths,  


270    0    0 
110 

£632    0    0 
180  11     5 


Iktb&bst  received  on  the  eumtHo  Capital,  ex- 

dosive  of  corrent  Interest,    .  .  £9,721     7    4 

Whereof  effeiring  to  the  Orphans'  Scheme,    .     2,130     1     4 

Total  for  the  Widows'  Scheme, 


TL—m  AOOOUHT  OF  THB  *'  OBFHAHB*  8CHEHB." 

Fbom  the  Sdstektatiok  C!o]oiittxs  : — 
Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whitsunday  1879  : — 

In  respect  of  1004  Ministers,  £2  each,       .  £2,008    0    0 

(One  rate  due  at  Whitsunday  1879  was 
prepaid.) 

In  respect  of  28  vacant  Congregations, 
£2each, 66    0    0 


451  «  T 


7,591   6  0 
£14,527  W 


Carryforward,    £2,064    0    0 


£14,327  H  1 
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and  Orphans*  Fund  for  the  Year  ending  Slst  March  1880— confmu^rf. 

PAYMENTS. 
L— ON  ACCOnNT  OP  THB  "WIDOWS'  SCHEME "—«)ii«imc«I. 

Brought  forward,        £6,643  14     9 


Total  for  the  Widows'  Scheme, 


XL-^N  ACC0I7HT  OF  THB  "  OBFHAKS*  SCHEME." 

Ankutties  to  Childrkn  : — 

Due  at  Martinmas  1878  :— 
To  4  Children  at  £11, 5s.  each  (their  Mother 
also  being  dead),  for  half  a  year, 

Dnwn  after  Slst  Horch  1879. 


£45    0    0 


Due  at  Whitsunday  1879  :— 
To  101  Children  at  £7,  lOs.  each,  being  for 
haUayear,        .  .    £767  10    0 

To  22  Children  at  £11,  58. 
each  (their  mothers  also 
being  dead),  for  half  a  year,     247  10    0 


£6,643  14    9 


1,005    0    0 


Carryforward,         £1,050    0    0 


£6,543  14    9 
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RBPOBT  or  THB  TBIT8TBS8  Of  TSX 


XXXIX. 


Abstbact  of  the  Accountb  of  the  Free  Chnrch  Ministers'  WidowF' 

BEGEIFTS. 

Brought  forward. 


XL— ON  ACOOnBT  OF  THB  <*  OBPHAHS*  SCHEME."— «o««»««f- 

Brought  forward,  £2,064    0     0 

From  thx  Collbos  ComcnrBBS  :— 


Ordinary  Annual  ContribatioDB  dae  at  Whit- 
sunday 1879 : — 

In  respect  of  12  Profeesors,  £2  each. 

From  MnnsTERS  and  Protessor  who  hare 
ceased  to  have  any  share  of  the  Sostenta- 
tion  Fund  and  College  Fund  : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  doe  at  Whit- 
sunday 1879  :— 

In  respect  of  71  Ministers  and  1  Professor, 
£2  each,   ....     £144    0     0 

Reoeiyed  on  account  of  Arrears 
outstanding  at  31st  March 
1879,  from  12  Ministers,    .        24    0    0 


Lboacibs  and  Donatioks  : — 

Prop(Mrtion  of  £632,  receiyed  for  both  Schemes 
as  before  stated,  effeiring  to  the  Orphans* 
Scheme, 


Irtirxst  received  on  the  eumulo  capital,  propor- 
tion effeiring  to  the  Orphans'  Scheme  as 
before  stated, 2,130 

Total  for  the  "  Orphans*  Scheme,**        .         


£14,327  li  7 


24     0     0 


168    0     0 


Amount  of  Bates,    .  £2,256     0     0 


180  11     6 


1     4 


m— M0KE7S  XNVESTEB  REPAID. 

On  Bond  and  DiBPosrnoN  in  Security  over  Lands 

in  Clackmananahire £5,500    0    0 

On  do.,  over  Heritable  Subjects  in  Edio- 
hurgh.  . 10,000    0    0 

On  Assignation  of  Improvement  Loan  Charges 

over  Lands  in  Lanarkshire,    .        .        .         .         46    0    5 


Cany  forward. 


4,566  12   9 


15,546   0  S 
£34.440   7  9 
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and  Orphans'  Fand  for  the  year  ending  Slst  March  1880 — continued. 


PAYMENTS. 

Bronght  forward, 
a- ON  ACfCOUNT  OF  THE  "ORPHANS'  BCRZUK"—^ntlnwd, 


AxNTTTriES  TO  CHILDREN,  hrought  forward, 

Dae  at  Martinmas  1879  : — 

To  109  Children  at  £7,  lOs.  each,  being  for 
half  a  year,        .  .    £817  10     0 

To  20  children  at  £11,  58. 
each  (their  mothers  also 
being  dead),  for  half  a  year,     225     0    0 


£1,050    0    0 


1,042  10    0 


Less  Income  Tax, 


£2,092  10    0 
43    2     2 

£2,049     7  10 


Total  for  the  "Orphans*  Scheme," 


lU.— MONEYS  INVESTED. 

On  BoKD  and   DiSPOsmoN  in  Security  over  lands  in  Fife- 
£13,000     0     0 


shire, 

On  do.  over  lands  in  Perthshire, 

On  do.  over  lands  in  Pif  eshire, 

On  do.  over   Heritable  Subjects  in    Edin- 
burgh,  


4,300    0    0 
7,500    0    0 

3,500     0    0 
Carry  forward, 


£6,543  14     9 


£2,049     7  10 


28,300     0     0 


£36,893     2     7 
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BCPOBT  OF  THE  TKU8TEB8  OF  THB 


Abstbact  of  the  Accoxthtb  of  the  Free  Church  Minitten^  Widows' 


RECEIPTS. 


SroQgiht  forward. 


17.— XRTEBIH  ADVAVCB8  BEGEiyBD. 

From  Mr.  Martin,  aa  JncRcial  Factor  on  a  Marriage  Contract 
Trust  Estate,  to  form  part  of  loan  of  £7,500,  per 
contra^ £2,800    0     O 

From  Sostentation  Committee,  on  account  of 

Bates  due  at  Whitsunday  1880,  .      200    0    0 


Balavok  at  31st  March  1879,  as  stated  in  last  year's  Ahstract 
brought  forward, 


£HM  '  9 


3,060   0  0 


1,286   2  8 


£38,726  10  5 


Edikbuboh,  ^th  May  1880. — ^The  Accounts,  of  which  the  for^gmng  »  ^ 
instructions  thereof,  and  found  to  be  correct ;  the  Balance  thereon  beni 
£98,  7s.  9d.  due  by  the  Commercial  Bank,  on  Account  Current,  and  £15,  Oi.  \^ 


WIDOWS*  AND  OBPHANS'  FUHD. 
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and  Orphans'  Fand  for  the  Year  endiog  Slst  March  1880 — continued. 


PAYMENTS. 


Bronght  forward. 


IV.— INTSBIK  ADVAKCB8  BEPAID. 

To    Snstentation    Committee,   balance    of    interim    advance 
received  prior  to  Slst  March  1879,    .        .  £1,700    0    0 

To  Mrs.    Mackay*8  Fund  Trustees,   repaid  to 

account  of  interim  advance,        .  20    0    0 


BALAHCS  at  Slit  March  1880  :— 

Due  by  Commercial  Bank  of  Scotlaod- 

Oo  Account-Current, 
Due  by  Treasurer,  .... 


£98     7     9 
16    0     1 


£36,893    2    7 


1,720    0    0 


113    7  10 


£38,726  10    5 


Abstract,  bave  been  examined  by  me  and  compared  with  tbe  Voucbers  and 
One  Hundred  and  Thirteen  Pounds,  Seven  Shillings,  and  Tenpence  (whereof 
due  by  tbe  Treasurer),  in  favour  of  the  Trust 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  AudUor. 
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RSPOftT  Of  THB  TRU8TXB8  01  THS 


STATE  Of  the  FUNDS  at  31st  March  1880. 


L— OF  THE  "WIDOWS'  SCHEME." 

Accnmulated  Funds  realised  at  30th  March  1879,    . 

Receipts  during  the  year  to  31st  March  1880,    £14,327  14     7 

Payments  daring  said  year,      ....      6,543  14     9 


Arrears  at  3l8t  March  1880 : — 

Due  by  23  Ministers  who  have  ceased  to  have 

any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund,    .         .    £115 
Due  by  Sustentation  Committee  in  respect  of 

1  vacant  Pastoral  Charge,  ....  5 


0     0 


0     0 


XL~OF  THE  "OBPHANB*  80HSHE. 


It 


Accumulated  Funds  at  30th  March  1879, 
Receipts  during  the  year  to 

3]8t  March  1880,  .     £4,566  12     9 

Payments  during  said  year,     .        2,049     7  10 


£53,824    4    8 


£191,666  Oil 


7.783  W  10 


£199,450    0  9 


120    0   0 


£199,570    0   9 


2,517     4  11 


Arrears  at  31st  March  1880 : — 

Due  by  23  Ministers  who  have  oeased  to 
have  any  Share  of  the  Sustentation 
Fund,       ....     £46     0     0 

Due  by  Sustentation  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  1 
vacant  Pastoral  Charge,    .         2    0    0 


£56,341     9     7 


48     0    0 


Total  Amount  of  the  Fukds  at  31st  March  1880, 
exclusive  of  current  interest,         .... 

Whxrkof — 

Invested  on  approved  Heritable  Secnritiea  of  the  following 
amounts : — 
Bearing  Interest  at  4j  per  cent, 


Bearing  Interest  at  4^  per  cent., 
Bearing  Interest  at  4  per  cent.. 


£3,C00  0  0 

3,600  0  0 

4,700  0  0 

675  12  5 

4,000  0  0 

7,809  13  1 

14,000  0  0 

9,000  0  0 

2,000  0  0 

500  0  0 

5,500  0  0 


Carry  forward,       £54,685     6     6 


56,389    9    7 


£255,959  10    4 


£255,959  10    4 
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Total  Funds  bronght  forward^ 
iKTiSTiiXNTS  bronght  forward,   £54,685 


Bearing  Interest  at  4  per  cent., 


Bearing  Interest  at  3}  per  cent., 
Bearing  Interest  at  3^  per  cent, 


Deduct  Interim  advances — 

From  Mrs.  Mackay's  Fund,  .  £110  0  0 

From  Sustentation  Committee,  200  0  0 

From  Mr.  Martin,        .         .  2,800  0  0 


£54,685 

5 

6 

6,000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

2,662  17 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

10,900 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

15,000 

0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

13,000 

0 

0 

11,400 

0 

0 

1,350 

0 

0 

.   7.600 

0 

0 

.    7.000 

0 

0 

4,300 

0 

0 

£258,788 

4% 

2 

6 

£255,959  10    4 


3,110    0    0 


£255,678    2    6 


Balance  due  by  Commercial  Bank  of  Scotland^- 

Oa  Account  Current, ..       ..         £98    7     9 

Balance  due  by  Treasurer,  15    0     1 


Arrears  at  31st  March  1880 — 
Due  to  Widows'  Scheme, 
Due  to  Orphans'  Scheme,     . 


113     7  10 
£255,791  10    4 


£120     0     0 
48    0     0 


168    0    0 


£255,959  10    4 


Edikbfbgh,  ethAfay  1880.— Certified  by 


WILLIAM  WOOD,  Auditor. 
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BBPOBT  OF  TBB  TBU8TBE8  OF  THS 


XllIX. 


MRS.   MACKAY'S   FUND. 


In  appendiDg  an  Acoount  of  the  Intromissions  with  Mrs.  Msckay's  Fuodiartke 
year  ending  31st  March  1880,  and  a  state  of  the  Trust-Funds  as  at  that  date,tbe 
Trustees  have  anew  to  repeat  part  of  a  former  year's  statement  :— 

<*  The  Church  is  aware  that  this  Fimd  was  left  hy  the  late  Mrs.  Macluy  d 
Rockfield,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  annuities  to  children  of  deceased  Mimtei 
connected  with  the  Ministers'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fond  of  the  Free  Ghsrch, 
these  children  heing  ahove  eij^htcen  years  of  age,  and  a  preference  heing  given 
to  '  such  child  or  children  as  shall  be  blind  or  otherwise  disabled  or  ineapacUatsd 
in  body  or  mind.'" 

The  Trust  Capital  amounts  to  £1190,  6s.  1  Id.,  and  the  annual  interest  thereof 
is  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  Trust.  The  Fund  being  limited  to  chQdrea  a! 
deceased  Ministers  who  were  connected  with  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fond  of 
the  Free  Church,  the  applicants  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fund  were,  for  many  yean, 
necessarily  few  in  number,  and  an  accumulation  of  revenue  thus  aocrued,  which 
has  been  gradually  reduced  to  £115,  28.  3d.  The  annual  income  from  the 
Trust  amounts  to  about  £50,  and  there  are  at  present  six  annuitants  on  tiia 
Fund,  whose  annuities  amount  collectively  to  £70  per  annum. 

BOBT.  GOBBON, 
EDiirBXTitGH,  12th  May  1880. 


ABSTBACT  of  Imtbokisszons  with  Mbs.  Macrat^  Fubd  fob  trb  Tub 

BXTDIKQ  3l8T  MaBCH  1880. 

BECEIPra 


Baulncb  of  Account  ending  30th  Maroh  1879, 
Ibtkbbst  received — 

On  Capital  sum  of  £1190,  68.  lid.  inveated  on  Heritable 
Security — 
Due  at  Whitsunday  1879,  at47^  less  In- 
come-Tax,   .  £23    6    3 
Due  at  Martinmas  1879,  at  4% 
less  do.,        .        .  23    6    3 


On  Interim  advsnce  to  Ministers'  Widows' 

and  Orphans'  Fund  : — 
Due  at  Whitsunday  1879,  on 

£130  at  47o»   leu  Income- 

Tax,  .  £2  10  11 

Due    at  Martinmas   1879,  on 

£120  at  47^  less  do.,         .270 


£46  12    6 


4  17  11 


Sum  of  Beceiptl^ 


£133  II  10 


51  10  9 


£185    S   S 
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MB&  MAOKAT'S  FUND— Oontinned. 


PAYMENTS. 

Paid  one  year's  allowance  to  six  Annuitants,    . 
EiLANOB  at  Slst  March  1880 — 
Dae  by  Commercial  Bank, 
Due  by  Free  Church  Ministers'  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Fund  Trustees,  being  baUnce 
of  interim  advance  to  mJeet  loan. 
Due  by  the  Treasurer,         .... 


£2    6    7 


110    0    0 

2  15    8 

-I..   I.  II  irf .  - 


Sam  of  Payments, 


£70    0    0 


115    2    8 


£185    2    3 


EDTirBtrHOH,  6th  May  1880. — ^The  Aocount,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  an 
Abstract,  has  been  examined  by  me  and  compared  with  the  Vonchers,  and  found 
to  be  correct —the  Bank  and  Cash  balances  being  One  Hundred  and  Fifteen 
Pounds,  Two  ShiUings,  and  Three  Pence  sterlii^  due  to  the  Fund  at  Slst 
Harch  1880,  as  above  stated. 

WnjjAJi  Wood,  Auditor. 


STATE  OF  MBS.  MACEAT^S  FUND  AT  3l8T  MABCH  188a 


Capital — 

Sum  invested  on  Heritable  Security  over  an  Estate  in 
Perthshire  and  Forfarshire, 

AocumrLATioKS  tbom  Rev «  us — 

Cash  in  Commercial  Bank  of  Scotland,  •       £2    6    7 

Interim  advance  to  Trustees  of  Free  CSnireh 

Ministers' Widows' and  Orphans' Fund,    •     110    0    0 
Balance  due  by  Treasuxer,    .        •  2  15    8 


Amount,  exclusive  of  current  interesti 


£1,190    6  11 


115    2    3 


£1,305    9    2 


Edzkbuboh,  tUh  May  1880. — Kxamined,  and  found  to  be  correct. 

WiLUAM  Wood,  Amdiior. 


APPENDIX. 


DIRECTIONS    TO    ANNUITANTS. 

Tm  first  half-year's  payment  of  the  Annuities  becomes  due  on  the  15th  ti 
May  or  11th  November  immediately  following  the  death  of  the  Minister  or  Pro- 
fessor, and  the  Annuities  are  payable  half-yearly  thereafter  at  the  above  terms,— 
the  last  term's  payment  of  the  Widows'  Annuity  being  due  and  payable  at  the 
term  of  Whitsunday  or  Martinmas  immediately  preceding  her  re-marriage  or 
death, — ^and  the  last  term's  payment  of  the  Children's  Annuities  being  due  aad 
payable  at  the  term  of  Whitsunday  or  Martinmas  immediately  preceding  the 
date  at  which  each  Child  shall  attain  the  age  of  eighteen  years  complete,  or  im* 
mediately  preceding  the  date  of  each  Child's  death  before  attaining  that  age. 

Annuitants,  before  obtaining  their  Annuities,  are  required  to  prodaoe  the  id- 
lowing  Certificates,  viz.  : — 

1.  Certificate  by  the  Presbytery  Clerk  of  the  bounds  certifying  the  Miniiler's 
death,  and  the  date  thereof. 

2.  Certificate  attesting  that  the  Widow  is  alive,  and  remains  unmarried. 

3.  Certificate  of  the  existence  of  the  children,  under  eighteen  years  of  sgc;  if 
there  be  such. 

4.  Extract  from  the  Parish  Begister,  of  the  date  of  such  Children's  Ui^ 
signed  by  the  Keeper  of  said  Begister  (or,  failing  this,  other  legal  evidence « the 
date  of  the  births). 

Where  a  Widow  only  is  left,  the  Certificates  to  be  produced  are  Kos.  I  lod  2 
on  the  first  occasion  of.  dra>\'ing  })er  Annuity,  and  thereafter  it  will  only  \ft 
necessary  to  produce  the  Certificate  No.  2  half-yearly,  when  drawing  the 
Annuity.  Where  Children  only  are  left,  the  Certificates  required  are  Nos.  1,  3, 
and  4,  on  the  first  occasion  ;  and  after  being  enrolled,  the  Certificate  Ko.  3  only 
is  required  half-yearly  before  drawing  the  Annuity. 

The  Certificates  1,  2,  and  3,  must  be  according  to  the  following  forms,  and  there 
must  be  nojigures,  but  every thipg  written. in  worda  at  length  : — 

No.  1.— Certificate  of  Death  of  Minister. 

FREE  CHURCH  MINISTERS'  WIDOWS*  AND  ORPHANS*  FUND. 

I,  Clerk  of  the  Free  Church  Presbytery  of  do  hereby  certify 

that  the  Reverend  Minister  of 

within  the  said  Presbytery,  died  on  the  day  of 

Eighteen  hundred  and  years.     In  testimony  whereof,  I  have 

subscribed  this  Certificate  at  within  the  Presbytery  aforesaid, 

this                                        day  of  Eighteen  hundred  and 

years. 
(Signed) P.  C. 

When  there  is  no  Presbytery  Clerk,  or  when  he  is  absent  or  nnweU,  a  Certifi- 
cate by  the  Minister  of  the  Congregation  next  adjacent  will  sufBoe.  A  form  of 
the  Certificate,  in  this  case,  will  be  furnished  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fond,  on 
applying  to  bim  and  explaining  the  cause  of  a  Certificate  by  the  Plesbyteiy 
Clerk  not  being  forthcoming. 
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No.  2. — Oertiilcate  of  Existence  of  Widow. 

FREE  CHURCH  MINISTERS*  WIDOWs'  AND  ORPHANS'  FUND. 

At  the  day  of  One 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  yean,^  which  day  {Insert 

Maiden  Name)  Widow  of  ,  late  Miniater  of  the 

Congregation  of  ,  within  the  Presbytery  of  , 

presently  residing  at  in  the  Parish  of  and 

County  of  »  did  compear  before  me,' 

,  and  declared  that  she  has  continued  a  Widow  since  the  death 
of  the  said  ,  her  husband.     I  therefore  hereby  certify  that 

the  said  is  alive,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 

has  remained  unmarried  since  the  death  of  her  said  husband.     In  testimony 
whereof,  I  have  enbsoribed  this  Certificate,  place  and  date  aforesaid. 


No.  3. — Oertiftcate  of  Existence  of  Oiiildren. 

FREE  CHURCH  MINISTERS*  WIDOWS*  AND  ORPHANS'  FUND. 

At  the  day  of  One  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  years,  ^  I,^ 

,  do  hereby  certify  that  {Insert  their  ttames) 

Child  (or  Children)  of  the  deceased  ,  Minister 

of  in  the  Presbytery  of  is  (or  are)  now  alive, 

and  residing  at  in  the  Parish  of  and 

County  of  .*    In  witness  whereof,  I  have  subscribed  this 

Certificate,  place  and  date  aforesaid. 

r 


^  The  Annuities  are  payable  half-yearly,  on  15th  May  and  11th  November,  and  the 
Certificate  must  be  dated  on  or  after  that  day.  If  the  Certificate  is  dated  on  ISth  May 
or  llth  November,  it  most  be  expressed  thus : — "  At  the  fifteenth  dav  of 

Mav  (or  eleventh  day  of  November,  as  the  case  may  be)  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
u^d  years,  c^fter  twelve  o'clock  noon,  which  day,*'  etc.,  as  above. 

'  The  Certificate  may  be  granted  either  by  a  Minister  or  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  If  bv 
a  Minister,  this  blank  should  be  filled  up  thus  :—  **  the  Minister  of  ; 

and  if  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the  blank  will  be  filled  up  thus :— "  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  (or  CUy,  as  the  case  may  be)  of 


tf 


*  The  Minister  or  Justice  of  Peace  will  sign  here. 

*  As  in  the  case  of  the  Certificate  No.  2,  if  the  Certificate  is  dated  on  15th  May  or  llth 
November,  it  must  be  expressed  thus  :— '^  At  the  fifteenth  day  of  May 
(or  eleventh  day  of  November,  as  the  case  may  be)  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

years.  c^/Ur  twelve  o'clock  noon,  I,"  etc.,  as  above. 

*  See  Note  No.  2,  which  applies  here  also. 

'  If  the  Widow  of  the  Minister  shall  have  died  during  the  preceding  half-year,  here 
add  :»*<  And  I  further  certify  that  {Insert  Maiden  JYame)  Widow  of  the  said 

died  on  the  day  of  last." 

The  Minister  or  Justice  of  Peace  will  sign  here. 
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REPORT. 


Anothkr  period  of  seven  years  having  elapsed  since  last  Investigation,  I 
have  again  gone  carefnllj  into  the  affairs  of  the  Fund.  The  labour  and  the 
amount  of  detail  attending  this  oontinues  to  increase  with  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  m^embers;  the  addition  of  a  separate  Orphan  Scheme  adds  greatly 
to  the  amount  of  details  to  be  recorded,  and  to  the  calculations  requisite  ; 
but  the  utility  of  this  branch  of  the  Fund  is  very  great  On  the  present 
occasion,  having  in  view  the  proposed  additional  Fund  of  Mr.  Macqueen 
Mackintosh,  I  have  throughout  made  a  distinction  betwixt  sons  and 
daughters.  All  that  I  am  able  to  give  is  the  relative  numbers  of  sons  and 
daughters  both  above  and  below  eighteen  years  of  age.  On  the  impor- 
tant subject  of  the  marriages  of  daughters,  I  have  not  the  means  of  giving 
any  information.  The  Statistical  Record  of  the  present  Fund  takes  no 
cognisance  of  the  children  of  members  after  the  age  of  eighteen  is  attained, 
nor  of  marriage.  The  information  I  submit  may  however  be  of  some  use. 
The  details  tabulated  by  me  from  the  Record,  and  of  my  calculations, 
extend  to  118  folio  pages,  and  are  placed  by  me  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  along  with  this  Report,  but  the  results  of  these  are  given  in 
Appendices  submitted  herewith. 

Appendix  No.  I.  gives  an  Abstract  of  the  Gash  transactions  from  the 
commencement.  Appendix  No.  IL  contains,  in  a  very  condensed  form, 
information  regarding  the  Members,  the  numbers  who  have  been  admitted 
to  the  Fund,  years  of  birth,  marriages,  deaths,  ages,  number  of  children, 
rates,  etc.  Appendix  No.  III.  shows  the  number  of  Widows  who  have 
come  on  the  Fund,  years  of  birth,  ages,  decease,  etc;  and  Appendix 
No.  IV.  gives  information  regarding  the  Orphans  who  have  come  on  the 
Fund.  Referring  to  these  Appendices  for  fuller  information,  I  will  now 
call  attention  to  some  of  the  more  prominent  facts  before  submitting  the 
results  of  my  calculation.  In  these  Appendices  the  letter  B.  stands  for 
Baoheloi:,  Jf.  for  Married,  W,  for  Widower,  S.  for  Spouse,  F,  for  Son,  D, 
for  Daughter. 

As  the  results  of  the  cash  transactions  of  the  Scheme  are  important, 
I  call  attention  first  to  the  information  contained  in  Appendix  No.  I., 
and  specially  to  the  following  items.  The  amount  of  the  Annuities  paid 
annually  to  the  Widows  goes  on  increasing  year  by  year,  and  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  continue  to  increase  for  many  years;  there  is,  however,  a  large 
annual  surplus ;  the  annual  expenses  are  still  more  than  met  by  the  Entry 
and  Marriages  taxes.  As  regards  the  Orphan  Fund  I  have  to  remark, 
that  it  was  a  new  idea  ;  there  was  consequently  no  experience  of  similar 
schemes  to  refer  to,  and  caution  was  therefore  peculiarly  desirable,  especi- 
ally as  orphans  come  upon  the  Fund  rapidly,  and  in  considerable 
numbers.  In  my  last  Report  I  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  ^wing  to 
their  passing  off  the  Fund  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen,  there  were  indi- 
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cations  that  the  namber  had  reached  the  mmzinmiB.     The  experience  of 
the  sncceeding  years  has  confirmed  this.     A  reference  to  the  Appendix 
will  show  that  the  annual  amounts  paid  to  Orphans  for  the  last  fire  yeirf 
have  been  very  steady,  and  have  not  increased.     And  as  there  is  still  i 
considerable  annual  accumulation,  I  am  of  opinion  that  I  hare  in  tk 
past  erred  on  the  side  of  caution^  and  hare  hitherto  made  too  hizt  t 
provision  for  future  claims,  and  that  the  annuity  may  now  be  matdilly 
increased.     At  Slst  March  1879  the  Accumulated  Fund  in  the  Widow' 
portion  of  the  Scheme  had  risen  to  £191,666,  Os.  lid. ;  in  the  Orph^' 
portion  to  £53,824,  48.  8d. 

Referring  to  Appendix  No.  IL  for  fuller  infonnatioii;  I  note  here  tk 
following  (nciA : — The  total  number  of  Members  admitted  has  been  1490, 
whereof  76  have  ceased  to  be  Members  owing  to  their  having  no  lonpr  in 
interest  in  the  Sustentation  Fund,  and  having  discontinued  to  pay  their  lates. 
There  have  deceased  66  Bachelors,  192  married  Members,  and  41  Widowers, 
at  the  average  ages  respectively  of  51,  56,  and  62.  And  there  remuied 
on  the  Fund  258  Bachelors,  776  married  Members,  and  81  Widowers,  at 
the  average  ages  respectively  of  41,  51,  and  60.  Amongst  the  remiiD- 
ing  Members  there  have  been  80  second  marriages.  There  have  been,  io 
all,  1238  marriages,  at  the  average  ages  of  husband  35,  wife  28.  Of  the 
wives,  237  have  predeceased  their  husbands,  at  the  average  age  of  42. 
Looking  at  the  older  ages  in  this  Appendix,  and  comparing  the  number  of 
marriages  with  the  number  of  Members,  (they  are  given  in  adjoining 
columns),  it  would  appear  that  the  assumption  that,  including  second 
marriages,  the  number  of  marriages  will  equal  the  number  of  Members,  it 
by  no  means  an  extravagant  assumption. 

As  regards  children,  this  Appendix  gives  the  following  partienlm. 
namely  :  Of  the  married  Members  and  W^idowers  remaining  on  the  Fnod 
809  sons  and  215  daughters  have  deceased  at  the  average  ages  respecUTelj 
of  5  and  6 ;  and  there  remain  above  the  age  of  18,  491  sons  and  492 
daughters,  at  the  average  age  of  25  for  both ;  and  below  18,  875  Mi 
and  834  daughters,  at  the  average  age  of  8.  Deceased  members  vcTe 
survived  by  144  sons  and  191  daughters  above  18» 

Appendix  No.  III.  relates  to  Widows.  It  shows  that  193  have  cone 
on  the  Fund  at  the  average  age  of  4i8,  of  whom  38  have  died  at  the  sTer- 
age  age  of  63,  and  6  have  married,  average  age  37  ;  leaving  149  on  tbe 
Fund,  average  age  57.  The  number  on  the  Fund  at  15th  May  1872  wts 
96.     There  has  therefore  been  a  large  increase  in  the  past  7  yean. 

Appendix  No.  IV.  gives  information  regarding  Orphans  who  have  come 
on  the  Fund.  The  total  number  has  been  194  sons  and  169  daughters 
at  the  average  ages  respectively  of  9  and  8 ;  whereof  10  sons  in<i  ^ 
daughters  died,  average  ages  5  and  8,  and  117  sons  and  112  daughters 
passed  off  by  attaining  age  18  ;  there  remained  116  on  the  Fund,  namely. 
68  RODS  and  48  daughters,  at  the  same  average  age  of  13.  The  number 
of  Orphans  on  the  Fund  at  15th  May  1872  was  146.  The  actual  diolDO- 
tion  in  the  numbers  is  not  so  great  as  this  indicates,  however,  but  is  to  i 
8m all  extent  caused  by  a  change  in  my  mode  of  ascertaining  the  number 
on  the  Fund. 
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I  now  proceed  to  give  the  results  of  my  calculations.  I  have  in  them 
adopted,  as  formerly,  the  Carlisle  Tables  of  Mortality — interest  at  8  J  per 
cent.  And,  as  these  tables  do  not  distinguish  between  male  and  female 
lives,  I  have  taken  the  Members  as  at  next  birthday  ;  the  Wives  and 
Widows  as  at  last  birthday  ;  the  Children  and  Orphans  I  have  also  taken 
as  at  last  birthday.  I  have  not  attempted  to  calculate  the  liability  for  the 
additional  annuity,  payable  to  Orphans,  when  the  mother  has  also  deceased, 
being  of  opinion  that  a  more  correct  approximation  will  be  attained 
by  attending  to  the  past  experience  of  the  Fund,  than  by  calculations  of  so 
complicated  a  character.  On  referring  to  Appendix  No  I.  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  payments  on  account  of  this  additional  annuity  since  the  com- 
mencement have  amounted  to  less  than  one -twelfth  of  the  principal 
annuity. 

WIDOWS'  SCHKME. 

At  15th  May  1879  the  state  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  of  the  whole 
Liabilities  thereof,  both  existing  and  contingent,  was  as  follows : — 

Accumulated  Funds  at  Slst  March  1879,  . 

Add  thereto  at  Whitsunday  1879— 

Half-year's  Interest  on  Investments,  less  Tax, 
Annual  Rate  of  £5  payable  by  Members,  and  for 

vacant  Congregations,  and  Arrears, 
Entry  and  Marriage  Tax,         .... 
Legacy  and  Donations,  .... 

Together, 
/>»«— Half-year's  Annuities  to  149  Widows,  payable  at 
Whit&unday  1879,  £21  each,  less  Tax.  8s.  9d.,      . 

Remains, 

Accumulated  Fund  at  15tb  Mat  1879, 
And  the  Liabilities  were  as  follows  : — 

Annuities 
provideU  for. 

Present  value  of  Annuities  of  £42  each  to 
149  Widows  at  present  on  the  Fund,  as 
in  Appendix  No.  III.,  p.  16,     .  .  £6,258  0  0    £72,174    7    0 

Do.  of  Survivorship  do.  to  the  present 
wives  of  776  Married  Members,  as  in 
Appendix  No.  II.,  p.  15,  .  32,592  0  0     161,329    9    8 

Do.  do.    to  future  wives  of  178  Mem- 

bers, as  in  Appendix  No.  II.,  p.  15,    .     7,476  0  0      23,123  13    6 

Annuities  provided  for,  £46,326  0  0 

Gross  Liabilities,  £246,627    9    9 

Deduct  therefrom  the  present  value  of  the  Annual 
Rate  of  £5  payable  by  each  of  the  1U5  Members, 
£5675,  per  Appendix  No,  II.,  p.  15,  .  .      73,704    6    0 

Remains  Nkt  Liabilitt, 172,923    4    9 

Surplus  Fund,  £25,393    1    5 


In  bringing  out  this  result  I  have,  in  my  opinion,  made  full  allowance 
for  future  as  well  as  present  liabilities.  The  surplus  will  warrant  an 
addition  of  £4  being  made   to   the  Widows'  Annuity.      The   amount 


• 

• 

£191,666 

0  U 

£3406    4 

6 

6756    0 
445    0 
107  17 

0 
0 

1 

£9714    1 

6 

8063  16 

8 

6,650 

5    3 

[at  1879, 

£198.316 

6    2 

Valuation. 
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required  to  be  taken  from  the  Sorplos  to  proTide  this  additioii  will  be 
£23,488.  5s.  8d.,  and  I  beg  respectfully  to  recommend  that  the  Annmtiei 
to  the  Widows  be  increased  from  £42  to  £46  accordingly. 

ORPHANS'  SCHEME. 

AccumnUted  Funds  at  Slst  March  1879,       .....  £S^tU  I  $ 
Additions  at  15th  May  1879— 

Half-year's  interest  on  Investments,  less  tax,      .  .     £1382    9    8 

Rate  of  £2  payable  by  Members,  and  for  vacant  Con- 
gregations, and  Arrears,         ....        2302    0    0 

Legacy  and  Donations,       .  .  .  .  43    2  11 


Together,    .  £3707  12    7 
Less  Whitsunday  half-year's  Annuities  to      Orphans  en 

the  Fund, 1028    7    3 

Add,         .    2.679   5  4 

AccnvuLATED  FtTND  at  I5th  May  1879,        £56,503  10  0 

And  the  Liabilities  were  as  follows : — 

Under  Annuity  payable  on  docease  of  Father  of  £15— 
Present  value  of  Annuity  to  cease  at  18  to  116 

Orphans  on  Fund,  as  in  Appendix  No.  IV.,      Annuity.  Valaatkm. 

p.  17, £1,740  O'  0   £7,434    4    4 

Do.     Reversionary  Annuity  to  cease  at  18  in 

the  event  of  their  Father's  predeceasioK,  to 

1710  Children  under  that  age  of  Members, 

as  in  Appendix  No.  II.,  p.  15,  25,050  0  0    19,892*    2    7 

Do.    do.    to  600  additional  Children  of  exist- 
ing Marriwfes,  do.,  .         •.  .       9,000  0  6     12,540  Id    ^ 
Do.   do.   ta  600  Children  of  future-  Marriages, 

do., 9,000  0  0      5,409  11    O 

Anouities  pro¥ided  for,     £45,390  0  0 


Present  value  thereof,         .  .      £45.276  U    S 

Under  additional  Annuity  of  £7,  lOs.  if  Mother 
also  deceases — 

FVesent  value  of  Annuity  to  eeaso 

at  18  to  Orphans  at  present  on    Aannlty.         Valoatioii. 

Fund.  AppendixNo.  IV,,p.  17,  £879  0  9  £773  0  lO 
Do;  Reversionary  Annuity  to  cease 

at  18  in  the  event  of  the  Mother 

also  deceasing,  to  1710  Children 

mnder  that  age  of  Members,  esti- 
mated at  one-tenth  part  of  the 

value  of  the  £15  to  the  same 

Children,  .  12,826  ^  0    1,989    4    9 

Do.  do.  to  750  additional  Children 

^  existing  Marriages,  estimated 

at  do.,     .  .  4,600  0  »    1,254    1    5 

Do.  do.  to  750  Children  of  future 

Marriages,  do.,    .  .  .   4,500  0  0       540  19    1 

Annuities  provided  for,  £22,696  0  0 

Present  value  thereof,  .         4^557    5    8 

.^  ,  Gross  Ltabimtt,       £49,833  17    1 

Deduct  present  value  of  Rate  of  £2,  payable  by  1115 
Members,  £2230,  as  in  Appendix  No.  II.,  p.  15,  .     29,481  14    1 

RsMAurs  NET  LiABixrrT,        20,S5S  S  9 

Surplus  after  providing  for  LiABiUTT,    £36,151   7 
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Thi0  Surplus  arises,  after  makiog  an  allowance  for  fdture  claims  a  good 
deal  modified  from  what  I  now  regard  as  the  over  provision  I  had  made 
in  my  previous  investigations,  but  still  making  what  appears  to  me  ample 
provision,  and  having  regard  to  this,  as  well  as  to  the  facts  brought  out  in 
Appendix  No.  L,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  Annuity  of  £15  on 
the  death  of  the  father  may,  with  safety,  be  increased  by  £9,  or  to  £24 ; 
and  the  present  additional  Annuity  of  £7,  10s.,  when  the  mother  is  also 
deceased,  by  £4,  10s.,  or  to  £12.  According  to  the  above  calculations 
this  addition  would  absorb  £29,899  of  the  surplus,  and  I  beg  to  recommend 
that  the  Annuity  and  the  Additional  Annuities  be  accordingly  increased  to 
£24  and  £12  respectively.  This  still  leaves  a  considerable  part  of  the 
surplus  to  carry  forward,  and  looking  to  the  amount  of  the  Annuities  paid 
daring  the  past  five  years  I  find  that  even  if  so  large  an  addition  had 
been  made  during  them,  there  would  still  have  been  an  Annual  Surplus  of 
from  £200  to  £300.  The  modification  made  by  me  is  on  the  estimates 
of  the  liability  for  children  yet  to  be  bom  of  existing  marriages,  and  for 
children  of  future  marriages ;  from  the  past  experience  of  the  Scheme  now 
extending  over  thirty-three  years,  both  as  regards  the  demands  upon  it,  the 
number  of  children  above  and  under  18  years  of  age,  and  the  ages  of  the 
orphans  when  they  came  on  the  Scheme,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  liability 
under  these  two  heads  will  be  materiaUy  less  than  I  had  formerly  assumed, 
and  I  have  therefore  in  this  investigation  considerably  reduced  Uie  present 
pecuniary  value  of  the  liability  under  them. 

No  abatement  is  made  for  friture  expenses  of  management,  because,  on 
the  other  hand,  no  value  is  put  on  future  entry  and  marriage  taxes. 

Humbly  reported  by 

WILLIAM  WOOD. 


Edikbuboh,  2d  April  188a 
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APPENDIX  No.  U.-<ABSTRACTofMKiCBEBS,tikeirij[ 
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Annuity  to  6  aft«r  61.  being  ■©79x600x15,  discounted  for  10  years  and  molUplled  by  the  chmee  «f  «'^'* 


widows'  and  obpuahs'  fund. 


Nimsges,  etc — ConUnutd. 


CHILDBSN. 

E.«. 

V^.«a«a4». 

UthK^ 

m 

III 

^ 

ICE.^.. 

Ao«A.ltnM..]17ft 

1 
1 

1 

1 

■KS-' 

"KT' 

ES 

A^ 

"rf 

*^ 

1        i      "" 

,.     |l. 

f'd 

: 

n:s 

HU 

iw 

iUt7E 

loie 

S:.^:V' 

,. 

M« 

17M 

(BOlJ.lBflOS 

3.114-OSJ 

68,848-64 

8181 

i 

1  1 

1; 

« 

S3'  3: 

1 

J78 

11 

41 

I.EVOW      SIO«T 

3.447  >0 

183 -SW 

■  ■■ 

'1 

r 

It:  t: 

M 

1.31*014      s;7«3 

8.376  68 

1    « 

1 

tj 

M 

10    I. 

-:.i'.  ;: 

i 

Ml 

11 

fi< 

l.MBB«0     8et«i 

8,100-70 

738-6  L 

1   .. 

11 

-7  1  -: 

11 

i.4«s<8e    »M«J 

4,080' 68 

i»'86i 

1      5 

1 

10  u 

i 

763 

13 

« 

8,71674 

74B'31i 

.; 

1 

•i   * 

1.67U84     mii 

481-011 

g 

; 

I« 

]^i   -1 

2 

43t 

g 

ii 

i.itG  Beaj    Ml  34 

3.113  Ofi 

647-i:( 

g 

" 

1 

'!  * 

IS 

l,»!8*Si.       731040 

030131 

( 

1 

U 

IS 

100 

11 

u 

l,(l«0;i^      838  01 

8,708  61 

4B7'06I 

1 

1 

«'  1 

! 

AM 

11 

« 

I.GiS'lSl      Ml  BT 

3,486  834 

760 -64< 

1 

4 

1.44389!       ST7iBT 

880-11 

4 

: 

'■i 

! 

41 B 

» 

u 

1.33i-70^     62»08* 

S.H7  810 

19174' 

1    : 

ai 

1,418-481      387  7J; 

1,718  03 

684  02. 

■* 

1    . 

2. 

no 

IS 

&t 

1,848  :io 

B 18-411 

3.464  380 

ica-08 

i 

1 

la 

SB 

a 

411 

us 

t: 

i,3M-Bae 

834-771 

3.«i8-781 

m-34i 

it 

li6448( 

3,BM-101 

S(8  47l 

; 

'  ' 

M 

j" 

40t 

lU 

K 

1,818  SU 

i,a47'46a 

SB8M7 

3,068  183 

St714i 

J   1 

■; 

IS 
11 
H 

11 

IS 

lis 
170 

Hi 
111 

lU 

IflO 

r. 

<8 
70 

1.383  g£g 
i,oiiiM 

1,683113 
3.004  SZS 
3.101463 

1,SMB74 
l,l«1861 

1.320  360 

6.037-e». 

4.041  Mi 
4.410  863 

i,J8BO0t 

118181 

46011^ 

617-616 
378130 
418  130 

41 

i,Mi-!7; 

808  S8I 

8814, 

..       .. 

4 

w 

41 

1,778 -ea 

110  661 

1,431  lot 

61641 

; 

> 

> 

S6 

44 

13 

338  381 
1.991  30« 
1.006103 

i,oiS'3oa 

119 '»! 
J97-31S 

1.43B.0S8 
486  604 

10-710 

\ 

■■ 

^ 

' 

;: 

tl 

3MM1 

138  416 

WMl 

11036 

MM8 

JBIll 

m 

!U 

tcaitstm 

«i 

Miomn, 

" 

BM 

~T-~ 

- 

saw 

S,704  3S0'19,)B1  JCa 

61 ,319-468 

8.681180^4 

'i 

• 

« 

"1 

■ 

■ 

""•JM  lo  be  provided  tor,  6«j'  «t  age  48,  to  w 
'"«53.:S3, 1S».  M. 

•  'TOx600j(l5,  dlKouoled  tori  yeusuidni 
ii  dT  i(ge  tban  woitld  remdu  831  under  Uu 


.    Sorvlvorahlp  Annuity  with  -ai 


der  IS,  luv«  736,  ind  dsdactlng  OBS- 
il  llTlng  to  66  =  £12,610,  I8«.  «d. 
ind  tlia  pieHnt  vilua  af  Temponi? 


IG 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  ON  MINISTERS* 


XL. 


APPENDIX  No.  in.— ABSTRACT  STATE  shewing  the  Number  of  Widows 
who  have  come  on  the  Scheme,  how  many  have  deceased  or  mairied  again, 
and  how  many  remained  on  the  Fund  at  15th  May  1879,  and  Talvatioo  d 
their  Annuities  of  £42. 
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APPEKBIX  No.  IV.— ABSTRACT  STATE  shewing  the  Number  of  Orphans  who 
have  come  on  the  Scheme,  how  many  have  gone  off  the  Fond  on  attaining  18,  how 
many  remained  on  the  Fund  at  16th  May  1879,  and  Valuation  of  their  Annuities. 
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NO.ZLI. 


Jfr-eje   €)^nxcl^  ai  Scatlun'ij. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE 


ON  THE 


CHAIR   OF  EVANGELISTIC  THEOLOGY. 


MAY  1880. 


Tus  CoHMiTTEi  reported  to  last  Assembly  that  by  a  majority  of  12  to 
5  they  had  adopted  the  following  findiDg : — ^^^  The  Oommittee  recommend 
to  the  General  Assembly,  that  instead  of  a  fixed  Professorship  there  be  a 
Lectureship,  the  duties  of  which  shall  be  discharged  by  a  succession  of 
ministers  to  be  selected  by  a  Committee  of  Assembly  specially  appointed 
for  that  end,  the  selection,  subject  to  the  review  of  the  Assembly,  to  be 
made  from  approved  ministers  or  retired  missionaries  of  the  Free  Church, 
or  even,  occasionally,  of  other  Presbyterian  Ohurches,  men  of  such  known 
qualifications  for  the  office  as  shall  give  confidence  that  the  object  of  the 
founders  of  the  Chair  shall  be  efficiently  secured — the  proposed  Com- 
mittee to  be  empowered  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements,  session  after 
session,  that  the  congregations  of  the  ministers  who  may  be  selected  for 
the  Lectureship  shall  not,  during  the  temporary  vacating  of  their  charges, 
be  exposed  to  serious  loss.  It  is  understood  that  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment shall  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  General  Assembly,  with  con- 
sent of  Presbyteries,  some  provisional  arrangement  being  meanwhile 
adopted.'' 

A  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  communicate  this  result  to  the 
contributors  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  that  they  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  their  views  regarding  it,  if  they  so  desired.  A  letter 
was  despatched  on  24th  February  187^,  which  will  be  found  in  last  year's 
Report;  but  no  reply  was  received  until  very  near  the  meeting  of 
Assembly,  when  a  communication,  reached  the  Convener  from  Messrs. 
Matheson,  Mackinnon,  and  Martin,  as  representing  the  contributors,  in 
which  they  expressed  themselves  willing  so  far  to  fall  in  with  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee  as  to  agree  that  appointments  should  be  made 
for  ''  a  term  of  not  less  than  five  years,  leaving  it  open  either  to  reappoint 
an  occupant,  or  to  make  a  permanent  appointment,  in  the  event  of  any 
one  showing  pre-eminent  fitness  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
Chair." 
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Feeling  that  this  reply  had  a  most  important  bearing  on  the  qoestioo  it 
issue,  and  that  there  was  not  sufficient  time  for  dealing  with  it  aata&etorilj 
before  the  meeting  of  Assembly,  the  Committee  resoWed  to  moBmeod 
the  Assembly  to  remit  the  whole  matter  for  more  mature  considentioQ,  in 
the  light  of  this  new  feature  of  the  case. 

When  the  report  was  taken  up,  the  following  deliverance  was  adopted:— 

"  The  General  Anembly  having  received  the  Report  of  tliis  Committee,  ieiolT« 
to  remit  the  whole  subject  of  the  Evangelistic  Cbair  for  the  mature  consideti&QB 
of  the  Committee,  isL  the  light  of  the  new  drcumstaocet  which  hftTe  emer^ 
instructing  them  to  report  to  the  Commission  in  March^  that  the  Choidi  my 
be  in  a  condition  to  dispose  of  the  matter  and  make  an  appointment  st  sat 
Assembly." 

At  the  first  meeting  of  Committee  after  the  Assembly,  it  was  agreed 
to  solicit  a  personal  conference  with  the  contributors  to  the  Endovmeot 
Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  them  the  difficulties  felt  id  con- 
nection with  their  proposal,  and  explaining  the  reasons  which  hsA  in- 
fluenced the  Committee  in  ooming  to  their  f(»merlj  reported  decision. 
A  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  prefer  this  request ;  and  aceordinglj 
the  following  letter  was  written  and  sent  to  Mr.  Matheson,  who  had 
largely  represented  the  subscribers  throughout  the  whole  proceediogs  :— 

**  Glasgow,  1M  Jvm  1879. 

"Mr  DEAR  SiJK, — The  Greaerai  Aasembly  sent  back  the  matter  of  tb 
Evangelistic  Chair  to  the  Committee  for  continued  and  fuller  considentiffl. 
this  course  having  been  adopted  largely  in  consequence  of  the  circumstance,  tbt 
the  communication  from  the  contributors  came  at  so  late  a  date  that  it  could  net 
be  deliberately  weighed  before  the  meeting  of  Assembly.  The  Committee  art 
this  week,  and  it  was  agreed  to  suggest  an  interview,  at  snch  time  and  pbeea 
might  be  arranged  between  the  oontribntors,  or  representativeB  of  thus,  a^ 
some  members  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose.  It  was  tboi^ 
that  this  was  the  most  likely  way  of  arriving  at  an  onderstanding.  The  Ga- 
mittee  wish  to  state  the  difficulties  they  feel  in  connection  with  your  propoial 
and  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  they  came  to  the  decision  which  va 
reported  to  you.  Will  you  kindly  communicate  with  some  of  your  friends,  a^ 
favour  me  with  your  views  as  to  how  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  can  best  he 
carried  out  ? 

"  I  believe  Mr.  Martin  forwarded  to  jcn  the  Beport  to  the  Assembly ;  t^ 
the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  was  juat  an  approval  of  the  recommeBdstiaB 
therein  contained.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  you* 
very  truly, 

"J.  ADAM,  Convener  i/OommUte. 
"B.  M.  Matheson,  Esq.** 

The  following  was  the  reply : — 

"8  LoMBABD  Sncm, 
"  LoHDOK,  E.C.,  18^*  /ii/y  1879. 

*'  My  deab  Sib, — I  found  that  Mr.  Mackinnon  was  absent  at  Hombnxg  v)|^ 
your  letter  of  19th  ulto.  reached  me.  I  wrote  to  him  therei,  and  did  sot  reoeiv<r 
a  very  prompt  reply,  but  I  have  seen  him  since  his  return  within  the  Itft  A' 
days. 

"  Mr.  Mackinnon  is,  as  I  expected,  very  little  disposed  to  disease  the  natter « 
the  Chair,  and  I  can  hardly  lead  you  to  expect  that  the  contribvtois  will  oi^' 
any  concession  beyond  that  which  was  intimated  in  the  letter  of  May. 
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"  When  paBsing  to  the  North,  or  retaming  towards  the  latter  end  of  autumn,  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you,  but  my  time  will  be  very  limited  in  all 
probability,  and  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  letting  you  know  beforehand  what  I 
could  do. — Vours  very  truly, 

"H.  M.  MATHESON. 
<«  Rev.  Dr.  Adam,  Glasgow." 

Thifl  letter  was  laid  before  the  Committee  at  a  meeting  held  on  18th 
Noyeniber.  At  the  same  time,  the  Convener  referred  to  information  on 
the  whole  subject,  to  which  his  attention  has  been  called,  as  about  to 
appear  in  the  forthcoming  second  volume  of  Dr.  Duff's  Life,  and  he  read 
extracts  from  an  early  proof  which  he  had  received.  The  Committee 
were  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  these  documents  had  an  impor- 
tant bearing  on  the  settlement  of  the  question,  but  instead  of  coming  to 
an  immediate  decision,  they  agreed  to  meet  again  on  the  Committee  day 
in  December,  and  directed  that  intimation  should  be  made  to  all  the 
members  that  a  final  decision  wocdd  then  be  come  to,  and  they  also  agreed 
that  the  Convener  should  write  to  Mr.  Matheson  on  the  part  of  the  sub- 
scribers, stating  that  such  a  course  had  been  resolved  on,  and  requesting 
any  different  or  further  expression  of  their  views  prior  to  that  date. 

The  Committee,  in  accordance  with  this  resolution,  met  on  16th 
December,  and  then,  after  full  consideration,  they  adopted  the  following 
deliverance : — 

The  Committee  having  reconsidered  the  whole  subject  in  the  light  of 
the  views  expressed  by  the  Contributors  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  and  of 
other  information  which  had  been  laid  before  them,  now  recommend  that 
the  Chair  should  be  maintained  on  the  same  footing  as  to  life  occupancy 
and  otherwise  on  which  it  was  placed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  instituting  it, 
and  that  this  should  be  done  with  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not 
to  be  held  as  in  any  way  fettering  the  legitimate  liberty  of  the  Church  as 
to  the  course  to  be  followed  in  the  event  of  future  vacancies. 

J.  ADAM,  Convener. 
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